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Action

Supplants
By IVAN

At long last, one Hollywood producer is showing evi-

dence of being willing to do something — other than
moan — about the admitted and desperate need for new
faces to grace the motion picture screens of the world;
a need which during the past several months has been
one of the pet causes for copious tears from the makers,
exhibitors and patrons of films.
Walter Wanger is to be congratulated for the sincere
effort he is making to develop star material among the
12 "most photographed girls in the world" whom he has
imported from New York for his "Vogues of 1938," currently in production.
A classroom

has been

erected on the United Artists lot,

and Harold Clurman of New York's Group Theatre is in
charge of the dramatic training of the girls. Several
hours each afternoon are devoted to such training.
Wanger believes that there is the possibility of much
latent talent among these models, who necessarily had
to possess a good share of charm, grace, beauty and
photographic adaptability to be selected for their present
studio chores. He is backing his judgment in this respect
with his time and money and in so doing is setting a
splendid example for the rest of the picture tycoons who
do so much talking about the crying paucity of talent and
do so little toward making an effort to remedy the situation.
Certainly, the exhibitors and picture fans of the world
who have minced no words in declaring how tired they
are of seeing the same screen faces over and over again
are on the sidelines rooting for Mr. Wanger and the
success of his worthy efforts.

Hollywood's nearly 300 accredited studio correspondents— the boys and girls who write of the screen

capital's activities for fan magazines, newspapers, trade
journals, radio broadcasts and all other media — guessing
has always been the most popular reportorial sport, sur-
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SPEAR
passed in enjoyment

only by the rare occasions

when

they can come forward with a lusty "1 told you so!"
After all, the motion picture industry exceeds all others
in the degree to which it interests the public; and it is
publicized proportionately. It is but natural, then, that
those in Hollywood who report should do a lot of conjecturing about motion pictures and their people — most
of which is subsequently proven erroneous.
Occasionally, however, the film oracles are unanimous
in a prediction which turns out to be true. Such was the
case, for example, when Adolph Zukor returned to active
supervision of production on the Paramount lot some time
ago.

At that time it was

generally surmised

as a reason-

able outcome of Zukor's reinstatement that the quality
of pictures turned out by the Marathon Street film factory was due for a good, hearty boost under the veteran
producer's guidance. The prediction that Paramount
would soon lift itself out of the doldrums and back into
the high places which it once occupied in the industry
has been startlingly confirmed by the fact that the company has won the monthly Blue Ribbon Award, presented by the National Screen Council and sponsored
by BOXOFFICE, not only in January, but followed that
triumph immediately by winning the award again in
February. The honors went to "The
"Maid of Salem," respectively.

Plainsman"

and

The

BOXOFFICE Blue Ribbon Award, generally accepted by the industry as one of the most comprehensive
cross-sections of public opinion regarding the values and
merits of current motion pictures, includes on its ballot
list motion picture editors of the nation's leading newspapers, the motion picture chairmen of each state federation of women's clubs, the motion picture reviewing
chairmen of the International Federation of Catholic
Alumnae, and representatives of other social, civic and
educational organizations representing 15,000,000 people.
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Moans

Sectional

Edi-
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That Paramount, ending a four-year hiatus during
which it received no mention from the National Screen
Council, suddenly emerges with not one, but two. Blue
Ribbons, is the occasion for hearty congratulations to the
company and to the man who has been largely responsible for its comeback — Adolph Zukor.
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BATTLES CONFRONT THE INDUSTRY
Labor and Legislative Aims
Affect Film Folk in All
Branches
The

attention of the motion picture industry in all its branches is being riveted
this week on imminent developments along
three separate battle-grounds — Hollywood,
Sacramento and New York — the sum total
of whose activities are destined, it is believed, to have a far-reaching effect on the
future of film folk in every classification
from

exhibitors and distributors to producers, actors, agents and studio labor
personnel.
Labor
Soon

Confabs

to dominate

April

the scene

5
will be the

conferences in New York between representatives of labor unions and studio production officials. The confabs, an annual
affair, start April 5, and will be highlighted by a determined effort on the part
of unrecognized labor groups to be included
in the present five-way basic agreement
between the studios and a quintet of labor
organizations covering wage and hour scales
for skilled employes in varioivt divisions.
Agents

Fear

Limitations

Already the subject of much perturbed
discussion is the activity of the California
legislature at Sacramento, which of late has
been delving with thoroughness into the
film industry and its various ramifications.
The

solons have been striking indiscriminately at not only the agency businesses in
Hollywood, but also at studio practices in
dealing with their contract talent in the

matter
tions.
The

of loan-outs
Hollywood

and

scene

contract

is one

obliga-

of alarm

in

the ten-percenters’ camp, where agents
have formed a committee to keep an eye
on the progress of assembly bills limiting
the customary fees to 10 per cent of the
first month’s salary, and the projected restriction whereby agents would be restricted to the signing of a one-year contract
with their clients.
SAG

Wants

3-Year

Optional

Pacts

The film capital is bracing itself for a
bitter battle this week with the disclosure
that the Screen Actors Guild will test its
strength at Sacramento during legislative
hearings on Assembly Bill 1116, which is
designed to reduce the standard optional
contract used in motion pictures from
seven-year periods to three.
The SAG has sent Aubrey

Blair to the

state capitol to take up the cudgels in behalf of the bill. Blair will present a lengthy
brief showing the alleged misuses of the
present seven-year pact by the studios.
Hearing on the bill is scheduled to take
place this week, with the SAG and the
Producers Association, opposing the legislation, expected to fight it out to the finish.
The

bill, with

an

amendment

requiring

all talent contracts to be for straight, specific periods with no options, strikes at
the heart of present studio tactics for the
hiring of acting and personnel talent.
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Metro Foreign Huddles
Continue on Coast
Closed doors are the order of the
day in the conference rooms at Metro,
where Michael Balcon and Ben Goetz,
of the company’s English offices, are
engaged in huddles with Louis B.
Mayer, Ben Thau, Boh Ritchie and
Sam Katz. Nicholas Schenck, president of Metro, who sat in on the
confabs last week, trained out for
New

York Saturday, but the meetings did not terminate with his de-

parture.
Although studio spokesmen declared they had not yet been informed as to progress of the coiiferences, it is understood that the chief
topic involved is Metro’s projected
entrance into a heavier production
schedule in London, indicated by the
presence of Balcon and Goetz, the
former of whom recently left Gaumont British to join the Metro forces.

Writ Gives Horne
Chance With Lot
Temporary relief from pressure being
brought by creditors against Hollywood
Studios has been obtained by Oscar Horne,
the rental lot’s new president, who has
been granted a restraining order in federal court to allow him a breathing spell
in which he hopes to put the troubled lot
into smooth running order, according to
Harry Schenck, studio general manager.
Back Rent Sought
Scene of many a stormy session since it
was disclosed some weeks ago that L. A.
Young, owner of the property, was about
to take legal steps in order to collect money
assertedly due for two months’ back rent,
the studio quieted down last week when
Maurice Gebber resigned his presidency
and returned to the fur business in which
he was

previously engaged. Horne, an attorney, claims to have new financial backing, and asserts the court order is but a
temporary measure while he straightens
out monetary and legal complications.
Rental Schedule Filling
Schenck declared that the lot’s rental
schedule was fast becoming filled for the
coming year, with Monogram, Crescent,
Jam

Handy

and

the George

A. Hirliman-

George O’Brien unit now active, and other
independent producers said to be dickering
for the remainder of the space.
The

O’Brien

unit is now

The

lure of possible film contracts, more

valuable

than gold to denizens of the hinterlands, will be the basis of a gigantic

ten-day carnival in Hollywood if present
plans of the local Junior Chamber of Commerce, under the guidance of Norris J.
Nelson, are carried out.
Built along the lines of the Atlantic City
beauty contest, the program will have
Junior Chambers in each of a number of
cities throughout the country staging separate competitions, with finals to be held
in the film capital, and first and second
place prize winners being awarded short
term acting contracts.
Seek

Hays

Approval

Nelson, president of the Hollywood
Junior Chamber, declared that the suggestion has been placed before the Hays office for consideration, and that in the
event the censorship body turns thumbs
down — thus curbing entrance into the carnival by producer-members — independent
producers would be contacted for cooperation. Nelson plans to leave April 9 to
discuss the proposed talent hunt-carnival
with Junior Chamber leaders in Kansas
City, St. Louis, Chicago, Washington, Buffalo and New York City.
Final action on the project. Nelson
averred, would be based on the Hays office
decision.
Contests
Winners

Late

of various

in Summer
local

contests

will

be guaranteed expenses to and from Hollywood through a forfeit bond posted by each
chamber. Nelson indicated that he had
already received tentative approval from
United States Chamber leaders, and that
Junior Chambers in Tulsa, Pasadena and
other

cities have already showed an interest in the project.
Contests would not be launched till late
this summer, with finals tentatively set
for early fall.

Silas Prime
Silas Prime
agency

to Agency

has joined

the Ben

Renaldo

as head of writers and story properties, after three years as a member of

Paramount’s editorial board and story
editor for Frank Lloyd.
He will leave in April for New York,
New Orleans, Kansas City and Chicago for
conferences with writers on possible story
materials.

filming interiors

on the lot for “Looking for Trouble;’’
Monogram has a program of 34 pictures
of which the majority, Schenck declared,
would

National Talent
Carnival Planned

be shot on the Hollywood lot; Crescent will produce four, and Jam Handy, a
commercial outfit, will shoot 16 advertising
features.

POWELL-ROGERS
Warner
Dick

STARRER

SOUGHT

is trying to close a deal whereby

Powell

and

Ginger

Rogers

will be co-

starred in a forthcoming musical, “Hollywood Hotel.” Definite casting announcements will be made in a few weeks.

BOXOFFICE

April 3, 1937.

Industrij Can Settle Own
Problems, Declares Haijs

Academy Council Seeks
Framing Standard
To help improve the quality of pictures in the theatre by eliminating
the possibilities for cutting off heads
and feet on the screen, a committee
has been formed by the Academy
Research Council to set up standard
methods for framing in photography
and projection.
Under the chairmanship of Grover
Laube, the committee includes John

New York — “There is enough elasticity
in the trade structure of the industry and
enough

men of good will within it — exhibitors. distributors and producers — to solve
through self-regulation all its trade prob-*
lems that exist or may arise from time to

Aalberg, Sydney Burton, Frank Cahill, Wallace Castle, Merle Chamberlain, Bryon Haskin, Ray June, Arthur Miller, Virgil Miller, Thomas

Will H. Hays, president of the Motion
Pic Lure Producers and Distributors of
America, made that assertion in his annual

Moulton, Emil Oster, Harry Rubin,
William Rudolph, Homer G. Tasker
and Gordon S. Mitchell.
First meeting was held March 31.

report submitted to the 15th annual meettime.”
ing of the association here on Friday. The
meeting was attended by representatives
of the 28 companies which are members of
the MPPDA
and was largely routine, in-

RKO TO DISTRIBUTE

cluding a discussion of Hays’ report, the
fixing of the association’s budget for the
ensuing year and plans for the future.

BRITISH "VICTORIA"

Need

Marking the first time in five years that
RKO Radio has distributed a British-made
film in the United States, Ned E. Depinet,
vice-president in charge of distribution,
has closed a deal with Herbert Wilcox,
British

producer,

for the

world-wide

re-

lease of “Victoria the Great,” which Wilcox
will put into production next month.
Production of the picture will mark the
first time the colorful life of Great Brithe

tain’s sovereign has ever been brought to
screen, as only recently the British

government lifted its ban on motion picture stories dealing with Queen Victoria.
Anna Neagle will have the title role, with
Anton Walbrook, H. B. Warner and Nigel
Bruce

featured. Miles Malleson will prepare the script.
The film is scheduled for delivery in
July.

VENTRILOQUISTS GET
THEIR SCREEN DAY
After combing every available source of
Thespian talent in their indefatigable hunt
for new screen faces, movie scouts have
finally hit upon those old vaudeville standbys, the ventriloquists.
These original “double talk” artists, who
have been the butts of variety shows for
years, are at last coming into their own on
the screen, as evidenced by the fact that
one of the outstanding performances in
Republic’s “The Hit Parade” was given by
Max Terhune and his inanimate companion, and by the announcement that
Edgar Bergen, one of the most famous
ventriloquists on the American stage, will
make his screen
Pollies.”

debut

in “The

Goldwyn

Busy

7201V m

the filming

of Emanuel

Coheii's ‘‘Midnight Madoinia" is Mady
Correll whose recent arrival in Hollytvood from the legitimate stage is
here so accentuated by sunshine and
floioers.

Talent Hunt Leads
to Public Figures
The film industry’s drive to add new
faces to its talent roster, employing such
tactics as the scouting of little theatres,
collegiate dramatic societies and other
spots where Thespians may lurk, has once
again

resorted to the expedient of contacting figures in the public eye who may
possibly be interested in a film career.
Negotiating

With

Purvis

a new
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Everett

would destroy initiative and enterprise in the industry must endanger the
investment in all theatre properties, make
it impossible to serve large portions of
the public with outstanding entertainment
and hurt the small theatre now protected
by the assurance

of a constant

and

unfail-

ing pictureA service.”
Story of Progress
The showing made by film theatres during the past year, the present state of the
"art” and the universal popularity of
screen entertainment not only tell the story
of the progress of the “art” but the evolution of the industry’s business structure
over a period of 15 years. Hays pointed out.
“The pi'ogress of motion pictures during
the period under review should bring satisfaction but not equanimity,” he went on.
always, our problems are before, not

said: "During the past year, the fact has
been further emphasized that great variety
of screen entertainment may be developed

baseball season, has come the announcement that Samuel Goldwyn has revived negotiations with Melvin Purvis, exchief of the G-men, to don the grease-

paint and emote in Goldwyn’s forthcoming production of “Dead End,” from the
Broadway stage play.

on “The Tightwad,”
Horton feature.

Welch

will demand legislation instead of cooperation. But the overwhelming number of
responsible exhibitors, distributors and
producers fully understands that any act

current

Director of “Dead End,” William Wyler,
disclosed that Purvis was approached while
visiting in Los Angeles, and expressed a
willingness to open negotiations.

has given Eddie

and

other industry when individual grievances will not exist and need to be adjusted
when there will not be groups which

“As

-S

two-year writing contract, continuing his four-year association with the
studio. Welch is currently collaborating

any

On the heels of Sol Lesser’s booking of
Lou Gehrig, famed first baseman for the
New York Yankees, who will make his
screen debut when he has terminated his

straight

Paramount

Present

which

Goldwyn wants Purvis to lend an air of
reality to the capture of a gangster in the
film, which sequence closely duplicates the
capture and killing of John Dillinger, for
which Purvis was responsible.

Eddie Welch Pacted

Alw^ays

Hays’ report covered a wide range of
subjects and activities pertinent to the industry in 1936-37 and the future. On the
subject of trade relations. Hays continued;
“There never will be a time in this or

Praise for Code
behind us.”
Touching on the production

and

code. Hays

financially successful pictures produced without violating the natural and

proper
regulations
of the
industry’s
Motion Picture
Production
Code.
It has been
proved that within the boundaries of good
taste and good morals there is illimitable
opportunity, creatively, artistically and
dramatically, for the screen to rise to the
highest levels.
"The pictures now projected from our
screen and the appraisals of independent
public groups

regulation.”

testify to the success

of self-
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BUSINESS ROSY FOR TECHNICOLOR
An Increase of 70% in 1936
Over 1935 Take Is
Reported
New

York — The

use

of Technicolor

in

positive motion picture prints increased
nearly 70 per cent in 1936 over the preceding year, it is shown in the annual report of Technicolor, Inc., and its wholly
owned subsidiary. Technicolor Motion Picture Corp. of Hollywood, released here this
week.
Net

Profit

$482,113.92

At the same time it was revealed that
Technicolor sales in 1936 amounted to
$2,701,228.74, “in addition to sales of positive prints,” and that the company showed
a net profit, after dividends, federal taxes
and surtax and all other charges, of $482,113.92 for 1936. This amounts to a dividend of 65 cents a share on 745,372 shares
outstanding on December 31, 1936.
The profit for the combined companies,
before depreciation, amortization and federal taxes, for 1936 amounted to $880,650.49, compared with a corresponding
profit for 1935 of $151,215.34. Net profit
before federal income taxes for the combined companies was $591,585.23 in 1936,
compared with a corresponding loss for
1935 of $3,471.78.
1937 Volume

Greater

Dr. Herbert T. Kalmus, president, gave
the following figures of shipments of
Technicolor positive prints for the last
three years as indicating the steady increase in the company’s business: For the
year ended Dec. 31, 1936, 37,822,444 feet;
1935, 22,182,981; 1934, 11,564,771.
“The year has started out on a level of
volume and profits substantialiy better
than 1936,” Kalmus reported. “During
the months of January and February, 1937,
shipments averaged 3,200,000 feet, whereas
shipments for the same two months of
1936 averaged 2,200,000 feet per month,
that is an increase of approximately 45
per cent.”
Technicolor production for 1936 was sold
to 33 different customers, the report continued, and prints were manufactured and
shipped of upwards of 300 different subjects, including 17 feature productions, 64
short subjects, 23 travelogues, 179 cartoons,
10 inserts, seven trailers and five slide
films.
Walter Wanger’s “Vogues of 1938” and
Selznick International’s “Let Me Live,” set
to start in April, are two major productions
scheduled for Technicolor, Kalmus said,
and Paramount has “Ebb Tide,” “Spawn
of the North” and “Beau Geste,” and Warner “Desert Song” under discussion for
Technicolor production.
Expand

in British

Field

Technicolor’s affiliate in London, which
was ready to start operations in January,
this year, is making prints for distribution
in the British Empire of films produced in
Hollywood in preference to processing
prints of British production because “the
British film industry is passing through a
major crisis,” the report pointed out.
Reference is made to the fact that Brit-
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Austria Cuts Film Fee
Hike 10 Per Cent
Washington

—

The

recent

25 per

ce7it hike in Austrian contingent fees
for foreign-made films has been reduced by 10 per cent. Under the
previous fee assessment French film
companies would have withdrawn
their product from Austria as no
longer marketable at a profit. The
effect on Austrian film exports would
have been adverse, since France provides a small but profitable market
for the Austrian product.

ish Movietone

News

announced

exclusive

arrangements to film the British coronation in Technicolor. Four cameras and an
adequate technical staff, including Hollywood technicians, are in England preparing for this work, according to the report.
The claim is made on the basis of “the
consensus of opinion of every one concerned” that the last four features made
in Hollywood in Technicolor “have done
tremendously more business than the corresponding pictures would have done in
black and

white.”

Increase

Staff

and Activities

It is disclosed that the bonus distributed
to employes late last December amounted
to $24,634. The number of employes on the
company’s payroll increased
from 230 to 310.

during

print manufacture in natural color,” the
report declared. “The results have been
increasingly improved quality and steadily
diminishing manufacturing costs.”
During the year Atlas Corp. and Pioneer
Pictures, headed by John Hay Whitney,
exercised options and purchased stock
which brought $995,000 of new money into
treasury.

WB ''KING" GETS TIE
WITH AUTO-LITE CO.
Commercial tieups on Warner’s “The
King and the Chorus Girl” have been made
by Shattuck and Ettinger, of Hollywood,
agents for the Electric Auto-Lite Co., as a
promotional scheme for a new sparkplug
being introduced by the company.
The campaign is centered around a lifesized, lithographed cutout of Joan Blondell, who appears in the picture, to be used
in billboard advertising and theatre lobby
display. Ten thousand of the life-size cutouts and sixty thousand fourteen-inch
facsimiles will be made available to exhibitors throughout the country.
LESSER

SIGNS

PAUL

New

York — The

regular

ticket for offi-

cers and councillors of Actors’ Equity Assn,
prepared by the nominating committee, is
as follow: Frank Gillmore, president; Osgood Perkins, first vice-president; Florence
Reed, secend vice-president; Arthur Byron,
third vice-president; Peggy Wood, fourth
vice-president; Paul Dullzel, treasurer, and
Leo Curley, recording secretary. All are
candidates for a three-year term and are
at present in office.
Nominations for five-year terms as councillors are: Glenn Anders, Franklyn Fox,
William Gaxton, Walter N. Greaza, Louis
Jean Heydt, Ben Lackland, Burgess Meredith, Claudia Morgan, Edith Van Cleave
and Richard Whorf. Replacements to fill
unexpired terms are Clifton Webb, to serve
until 1939, and Mary Morris to serve until
1940.
Members of an opposition group of actors, headed by Robert Reed, claim that
this ticket “is not fully representative” as
it includes no player appearing in the WPA
Federal Theatre project. Kenneth Thomson of the Screen Actors Guild has been
mentioned to head an opposition ticket,
but Thomson has said that he would not
enter the race against Gillmore.
The regular candidates will be voted on
at the annual
on June 4.

meeting

of Actors’ Equity

1936

“The activities of our various technical
departments continue to push forward the
frontier of the field of photography and

the company’s

EQUITY ASS'N NAMES
TICKET OF OFFICERS

KELLY

Paul Kelly has signed a term contract
with Sol Lesser of Principal Pictures.

ZANUCK OVER LINE
WITH SEASON QUOTA
First across the wire with its completed
shooting schedule for the current season
is 20th Century-Fox, Darryl Zanuck up,
paying off on 52 features. “This Is My Affair,” “Slave Ship” and “Wee Willie Winkie” all wound up Saturday to end the
present season’s work.
None of the other major companies has
rounded the stretch into the finish line
as yet.

"Beau Geste" in Color
After shelving production plans to remake “Beau Geste” two or three times.
Paramount has placed the story on schedule once more, this time planning to make
the P. C. Wren yarn in Technicolor. George
Raft, Fred MacMurray and Ray Milland
have tentatively been set for top acting
spots.

STORY

BUYS

Jefferson Parker’s original, “Crazy People,” has
been purchased by RKO
Radio. Robert Sisk will
produce.
“Blue Blood,” an
has been purchased
“Twins for Her
Lou Heifetz and
chased by Metro.

original by
by Metro.

Myles

Connolly,

Majesty,” an original story by
Herbert Klein, has been pur-
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The annual baseball feud between Comedians and Leading Men has been set for
July 17 at Wrigley Field, the proceeds of
the event to go to Mt. Sinai hospital.

Sol M. Wurtzel sails for China April 3
aboard the President Hoover. He will vacation for three months.

Samuel Goldwyn returned this week from
a week’s vacation at Tucson, Ariz.
*

*

★

His three-month leave of absence terminated, Alan Scott has returned to work at
RKO Radio.

Scott R. Dunlap is in from New York,
where he held production conferences with
W. Ray Johnston, Monogram president.

"k

S. Charles Einfeld and Carl Leserman
left last week for New York after terminating several weeks of production conferences at Warners. Gradwell Sears, also
departing, was to visit Dallas, Fort Worth
and San Antonio on his way east.
Oscar Berlin is in from
scouting trip.

a two-months’

*
k

William Kaplan, assistant to Louis
Lighten, Metro producer, is vacationing for
two weeks in Mexico, accompanied by his
wife.
k

Grady Sutton is vacationing at his home
in St. Petersburg, Florida.

*

Vic Shapiro is in from a vacation in New
York.
*

Anita Louise’s surprise party at the Ambassador Hotel’s Cocoanut Grove last week
found the night spot decorated in Alsatian
motif.
★

Ralph Forbes has returned from British
Columbia, where he appeared in a picture
for a Canadian company.
★

A son has been born to Mr. and Mrs.
Edwin Knopf.
k

Director Gus Meins, Mrs. Meins and
their son Gordon spent Easter at Lake
Arrowhead.

k

Mrs. Isidore Freling, wife of the supervisor on Leon Schlesinger’s cartoons, became the mother of a baby girl this week
at the Cedars of Lebanon Hospital.
★
Nat Levine is on his way to New York,
where he sails April 7 for a ten-week vacation in Italy, France and England.
★

His ten-day vacation in Dallas ended,
Ralph Rainger returned to Hollywood this
week.
*

James FitzPatrick, travelogue producer,
has returned from a tour of South America,
bringing with him footage shot on the
southern continent’s west
coast.
★

k

Mrs. Roger Imhof celebrated her birthday by entertaining a few guests at dinner
at her home. Guests, aside from her husband, included Sophie Tucker and Ted
Shapiro, Mr. and Mrs. Charles Grapewin,
Mr. and Mrs. Harry Spingler, Mr. and Mrs.
Frank Orth and Mr. and Mrs. James
Conlon.

A three-day trip to New York and return was achieved this week by Henry
Ginsberg, general manager of Selznick International, who went east on company and
personal business.
★
Edmund Lowe is on his way to England
to star in a picture for Alexander Korda.

John M. Stahl plans a vacation in Ireland following completion of a directorial
assignment.

Judith Allen is leaving in April for an
eight-week vacation in England. She’ll
catch the Coronation and the Ascot Derby.
*
William LeBaron and Leo McCarey, production executives at Paramount, returned
from Del Monte this week.
*

Mitchell Leisen underwent a slight operation this week — the second in little more
than a week. He was expected back at the
studio Wednesday.
*

Sergi Petschnikoff, Metro unit manager,
was married this week to Brita Holm in
Las Vegas.

k

*

Grade Allen puts herself to sleep,
almost, by reading a bedtime story to

★

little Sandra, one of the Burns’s
adopted children, while George Burns

Condor’s vice-president, Frank Snell,
was in for a week’s conference with George
Hirliman and M. H. Hoffman.

listens avidly. They’re in the nursery
of the new home George gave Grade
for Christmas.
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*

*

visit with his family. He’ll return shortly
to begin a new directorial assignment.

BOXOFFICE

Oscar Serlin returned early this week
from a talent scouting trip to New York.

*

for a quick

After a seven-week vacation in New York
and the Bahamas, Jean Arthur and her
husband, Frank Ross, have returned to
Hollywood.

Harry Crocker, Francis Evans, John Anson Ford, Tandy MacKenzie and Art Tatum were honored guests at the weekly
Scotch Treat luncheon of the Authors Club
this week.
★

Nat Pendleton, whose last trip abroad
was in 1924 when he served as coach of the
American Olympic wrestling team, is on
his way to England for a film role. He
will visit his brother Edmund, whom he
has not seen for 13 years.

*

is in Honolulu

*

20th Century-Fox’s annual studio party
was held April 3 at the Ambassador Hotel,
with entertainment provided by Jack Haskell’s studio tap dancing class, Dorothy
Harris, script girl; Charlie Owens, office
boy, and a chorus of 24.

with the production of

Metro’s Academy Award winner, “The
Great Ziegfeld,” were honored last week by
the studio at a dinner-dance at the Ambassador Hotel. Guests included executives,
producers, directors and department heads
of the company, led by Louis B. Mayer,
Hunt Stromberg, Nicholas Schenck, E. J.
Mannix, Sam Katz, William Koenig, J. J.
Cohn, Ben Goetz and Lawrence Weingarten.
Ford

Fifty members of the Vitaphone orchestra at the Warner studio last week presented Erich Wolfgang Korngold, studio
writer-composer and musical conductor,
with an engraved wrist watch in appreciation of his work on the musical score for
‘‘The Prince and the Pauper.”

k

k

John

*

Louis B. Mayer is spending a few days
at Arrowhead Springs, accompanied by
Howard Strickling.

*

Those connected

Columbia University’s Dean H E. Hawkes
was the guest of Herman Mankiewicz at
Metro last week.

A daughter was born this week to Evelyn
Venable, actress wife of Hal Mohr, at the
Wilshire Hospital.
k

Gary Cooper returned ahead of time this
week from New York and Florida, where
he has been vacationing for several weeks.
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Two Agencies Launch
Suits Against Clients
First

of a

generally-expected

series of

lawsuits

in which actors’ agencies are resorting to the courts in an effort to seek
commissions allegedly owed them by clients

were

filed this week when Harry E. Sokolov, an attorney, took preliminary legal
steps on no less than four such suits —
two for the Hoffman-Schlager, Inc.,
agency, and another pair of StephensKempner,
Precedent

in Landau

Case

The plaintiffs are apparently basing
their contentions on the precedental decision handed down in superior court some

charges, she discharged the agency and
signed a contract with 20th Century-Fox.
The sum demanded is for the commission
allegedly already owed the plaintiffs, as
well as that anticipated during the duration of the assertedly broken pact.
Director

Faces

Suit

Stephens-Kempner’s second suit names
Charles Tannen as defendant, and seeks
$450 on a contract allegedly obtained by
them for the actor at 20th Century-Fox.
This suit was filed in municipal court, and
carries with it no implications of broken
agreement as does the first.

time ago upholding the Small-Landau
agency in its suit to recover some $10,000
from Lloyd Nolan, actor, who assertedly
broke his contract with the agency just
before beginning work under a Paramount

The Hoffman-Schlager agency names
Richard Thorpe, director, in one suit and

pact. The agency avowed that Nolan’s
earnings up until the point when his agreement with them would legally have expired

agency demands $500 from Betty Roberts,
actress, for work assertedly obtained for

should be subject to the regular commission charge even though he was no longer
connected with them as a client. The court
upheld the contention.
Sue

Phyllis

seeks $1,700 from him as the amount allegedly owed them on a contract obtained
from Metro. In another suit the same

her at Metro. Both suits were filed in municipal court.
Time of preliminary hearings on the
quartette of legal actions is indefinite.

Curtiz to Meg Flynn

Brooks

Sokolov has filed one action in superior
court demanding $38,000 from Phyllis
Brooks, actress, alleging breach of contract
and wrongful discharge of the StephensKempner agency. The complaint alleges
that Miss Brooks signed a contract with
the agency in August, 1936, at which time
Stephens-Kempner placed her in the New
York stage production of “Stage Door,’’
the actress subsequently rejecting numerous picture offers. Later, the complaint

Michael

Curtiz

will

direct

the

next

starring vehicle at 'Warner for Errol Flynn,
“The Perfect Specimen,’’ for which Flynn
cut short his European vacation to return
to the studio. Dick Foran and Jean Muir
get leading

DONALD

supporting

roles.

H. CLARKE

WITH

ELSIE HOROWITZ
LEAVES REPUBLIC
Another employe severed her connection
with Republic last week when Elsie Horowitz, head of the wardrobe department,
handed in her resignation. Otherwise activity on the lot remained in status quo,
with Ralph Poucher, assistant to Herbert
Yates, executive head, continuing his preliminary survey, the results of which will
be turned over to Yates. Although no successor has been appointed to fill the gap
left with the resignation of Nat Levine as
vice-president in charge of production, the
former studio executive was making plans
to leave within the next few days for a
European vacation with his son. Four
pictures are before the cameras.
Larry Wickland also resigned his post as
associate producer and left the lot. His
last production
serial.

METRO

“Painted

Stallion,”

a

VICTORY LOANS USC
STUDIO FACILITIES
studio, technical

crew

and

equipment

of

Sam Katzman’s Victory Pictures will be
turned over to cinematography students of
the University of Southern California when
Katzman is not in production. Students
will make a series of short subjects under
the tutelage of J. Farrell MacDonald, character actor and instructor on the university faculty.
MacDonald’s class will start shooting on
the first short subject when Victory has
completed its serial, “Blake of Scotland
Yard,” now in production.
Katzman will give a small part in his
next film to the student giving the best
performance

Donald Henderson Clarke has been given
a writing contract at Metro. He joins the
Michael Fessier production unit.

was

in one

of the shorts.

DEVELOP MACHINE
FOR SEPIA PRINTS
A new sepia platinum toning machine
for the production of prints in the color
tone used in Metro’s “The Good Earth”
has been completed by John Nickolaus, of
that company’s film laboratory.
■Wider use of the new tone in future
pictures will be possible with the device,
which has the capacity of a standard print
developing

machine.

Assigns Dolly Haas
Dolly

Haas.

Viennese

actress, will make

her American film debut in “Absent Without Leave” for Columbia under terms of
the contract just signed with that studio.
Sidney Buchman will produce for the play
by Stefan Bekeffi
son Raphaelson,
Miss

at a

Italian
banquet

Government
given

honored

by exhibitors

Adolph

Zukor

in New

York

in tribute to the Paramount

Monday

night

board

chair-

man's 25th anniversary as a motion picture industry leader. Shown is Zukor
holding the decoration of Knight Cominander of the Crown of Italy, conferred by Italiaii Consul-General Gaetano Vecchiotti, second from left.
Others in the photo are William Brandt, chairman of the arrangements
committee i extreme left ) and Will H. Hays.
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screenplay

Haas appeared
soms,” an English film.

WARNER
The

and

by Sam-

in “Broken

ASSIGNS

Blos-

LEADS

Tentative leads in “It Takes Nerve,” a
story by Don Ryan and George Garnet to
be filmed by Warner, have been assigned
to Barton MacLane and Josephine Hutchinson. Frank McDonald will direct and
Bryan Foy will produce the yarn based on
“Seeing

Eye”

dogs which

BOXOFFICE

serve the blind.

April 3, 1937.

MUSICAL ICE CYCLE
IS AHEAD IN FILMS
Moviegoers are due for a new cycle in
musical pictures, with the announcement
by Warner that it is planning early production of an ice-skating musical. Prime
feature of the picture will be the “Ice
Pollies of 1937,” a skating troupe led by
19-year-old Bess Ehrhardt, now doing personal appearances throughout the country.

Metro Nod to Broadcasts
Marks Radio Ring Entry
Reversing

Twentieth Century-Fox is well on its
way toward putting the second Sonja
Henie

starrer, “Thin Ice,” before the cameras, and Universal has long had plans
simmering to star Jack Dunn, champion
skater, in a yarn about speed on the ice,
although definite preparations have not
yet been launched.
It is understood that Warner’s “Ice Follies” may become another in the list of
yearly musicals.

"JOY OF LOVING" IS
NEXT DUNNE STARRER
“The Joy of Loving,” with Irene Dunne
set for the starring role, will be directed
for RKO Radio by Mark Sandrich under
the production guidance of Felix Young.
Sandrich has just completed shooting the
forthcoming

COLOR

CONFERENCE

ON "GRAND

CANYON"

A. M. Chapperau, Keller-Dorian color
company executive, and two color experts
came in this week to begin technical conferences with Edward L. Alperson on the
filming of “Grand Canyon,” for which the
Keller-Dorian process will be used.
A single negative, three-color process,
Keller-Dorian permits black and white
white projection in theatres not equipped
for color.
Richard Rowland will produce the picture on location in Colorado in June.

Two Get Gun
Warner

put two

new

features

this week, “That Certain Woman”
and
“Gentleman After Midnight” both getting
the gun. The former will feature Bette
Davis, Henry Fonda, Ian Hunter, Anita
Louise, Hugh O’Connell and Ben Weldon,
while “Gentleman” will star Leslie Howard and Olivia de Havilland.

Bob Stirling Upped
Bob

Stirling, Metro sound engineer, became assistant to Hunt Stromberg this
week, replacing Sam Zimbalist, who was
promoted to an associate producership
some time ago. Stirling joined Metro in
1925.
CONDOR
Condor

SIGNS

HOERL

has signed Arthur

Hoerl

to script

his original story, “Death Takes a Cruise,”
which will be produced by Charles J. Hunt
for Grand National.

It’s springtime and baseball time, so
the Chicago White Sox, now in
training at Pasadena, got an afternoon off to visit Joe E. Brown, who
is very probably one of the world’s
most rabid horsehide fans, at the
studio. On Joe’s left is June Travis,
screen actress and daughter of Harry
Grabiner, vice-president of the White
Sox. He’s in the front row, with
June’s hands on his shoulder.
BOXOFFICE
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allowing

musical, “Shall

WeJerome
Dance?”
Kern, Dorothy Fields and Herbert Fields are writing the music, lyrics
and screenplay for the Dunne vehicle.

Plan P. A/s for Ritter
Tex Ritter, singing cowboy appearing in
Grand National westerns produced by
Edward Finney, is to be made available to
exhibitors for personal appearances
throughout the country upon completion of

steadfast

policy

Hunt

Stromberg,

producer,

to ap-

Coon the Louella
pear as guest
lumbia Broadcasting
System Parsons’
show, and
permission to present a scene from “Maytime— a trio of concessions which Hollywood observers interpret as a last-minute
attempt on the part of the studio to climb
on the radio bandwagon, on which Paramount and other companies already have
a good

start.

Martin

May

Replace

MacMurray

The announcement that Fred MacMurray. who has been holding down the emcee
spot on the Hollywood Hotel program for

his sixth film, “Sing, Cowboy, Sing,” which
is now on location near Kernville. Robert

the past few weeks, following Dick Powell’s
withdrawal, will sign off permanently April

N. Bradbury
supervising.

30, has been interpreted by the industry’s
insiders as a voluntary admission on Mac-

STAR
into work

Astaire-Rogers

its heretofore

of barring contract players and other employes from participating in radio broadcasts, and throwing the gauntlet to
MPTOA resolutions stamping ether appearances of film stars as a menace to the boxoffice, Metro last week granted permission
to Jeanette MacDonald to appear on the
Hollywood Hotel program this Friday. The
studio also lifted its ban to the extent of

directs, with Lindsley

ROLE

FOR

GAIL

Parsons

PATRICK

Gail Patrick has reached the stellar
bracket on the Paramount contract list
under terms of the new contract just given
her by the studio. First role under the new
pact will be the feminine lead opposite Jack
Benny in “Artists and Models,” which goes
into production shortly under the direction
of Raoul Walsh.

Murray’s part that he is washing his hands
of a bad job. Despite the fact that salary
differences are said to have caused him to
resign, it is understood that MacMurray,
perhaps influenced by Paramount officials,
has come to realize that bad handling of
the radio chore might, if continued, do
him

more harm than good with his primary profession of acting — a point dear
to the hearts of exhibitors who have been
(Continued

on

page

20-A)

Paramount Airer
No Trade Threat
New

York — “Paramount

on Parade,”

the

first series of nationwide radio broadcasts
sponsored by a major film company and
originating from its studio, will have to
improve appreciably if it is to keep potential motion picture patrons at home.
That was the impression gained by this
reviewer last Sunday when the first program of the series came over the NBC
network
factory.

from Paramount’s
Below

Average

Hollywood
Stuff

Shirley Ross, singing “Sweet Is the Word
for You” from her picture “Waikiki Wedding,” was the high spot of the program,
no doubt intended as a strong plug for the
picture, which is a current release. The
cross patter betwen Lynne Overman and
Mary Carlisle, who will appear throughout the series, was nonsensical enough to
elicit a few laughs, while Phil Harris, conducting his orchestra and introducing a
few specialists from “Turn Off the Moon,”
provided several melodious interludes.
to Exhibitors

The series is dedicated, according to the
announcer, “to the exhibitors throughout
the country,” probably as a sop to the
showmen who have been objecting militantly against the appearance of film stars
on air programs.
The broadcast emanated from the studios in Hollywood at 9 a. m., was heard
in the Rocky Mountain region at 10 a. m.,
in Chicago at 11 a. m., and was received
in New York and other eastern points at
noon. The same time schedule will be
maintained for the series.
“Paramount on Parade” is being produced by Boris Morros, Paramount’s studio music director, under the supervision
of C. J. Dunphy, studio publicity and advertising head. Dunphy caught the initial
program in New York.
— D. R.

Plan

Indefinite

Run

The NBC program department this week
informed Boxoffice that “Paramount on
Parade” is scheduled to run “indefinitely”
each Sunday, over the NBC red network,
“until they find something
its place.”

SEQUENCE

FOR "BIG BROADCAST"
Adding a touch of operatic lustre to “The
Big Broadcast of 1938,” Paramount has
signed Kirsten Flagstad, Wagnerian soprano, for a number in the forthcoming
musical show which Harlan Thompson
will produce.
Miss Flagstad’s number will be recorded
and photographed in Paramount’s Astoria
studio, but all sets will be designed and
built in Hollywood, then shipped east.

AL LEWIN APPOINTS

film

Allowing for slight delays and some confusion in getting started and in locating
the players, the broadcast was in no way
outstanding and in point of humor or
originality was below the standard set by
the average Sunday entertainment dished
out by the major networks.

Dedicated

OPERATIC

better to take

"GETTYSBURG"

AIDES

Albert Lewin, Paramount producer, has
appointed Charles Reznikoff as his assistant, and has made William G. Beymer
technical adviser on “Gettysburg,” the Fred
MacMurray starrer which will be Lewin’s
first production for the studio.
Beymer is considered one of the nation’s
foremost authorities on Civil War history.

A Pretty Tale
The beauty industry, in which it is estimated that women spend at least one billion dollars a year, will form the basis of
a new story to be filmed by Samuel Goldwyn, tentatively titled “Beauty Parlor.”
Merle Oberon will be starred. Goldwyn is
dickering with Elizabeth Arden, famed
beauty specialist, for the use of the famous
Arden Beauty Camp in Maine.

GN Assigns Try on
Glenn Tryon will collaborate with Armine von Tempski on the screenplay of
her original story, “Honolulu Honeymoon,”
which will be the third feature produced
by the Victor Schertzinger-Zion Myers unit
for Grand National release. Tryon, who
will direct “Honeymoon,” puts the first
Myers production, “Small Town Boy,” into
work April 5, with Stewart Erwin starred.
WANGER

SIGNS

MARLA

SHELTON

Walter Wanger has signed Marla Shelton, San Diego stock company player discovered by W. S. Van Dyke, to a longterm contract and has spotted her in a
role in his “Vogues

of 1938.”

“CARNIVAL QUEEN " CHORES SET
Lew Collins will direct “Carnival Queen”
for Universal. Robert Presnell produces,
with shooting scheduled to start this week.

Boyer Will Produce for
Walter Wanger
Charles Boyer has joined the ranks

Garnett on "Stand In"
Tay Garnett goes over to the Walter
Wanger

unit April 14 to begin direction of

“Stand In,” the Clarence Budington Kelland yarn which Wanger will produce from
the script being prepared by Gene Towne
and Graham Baker. Leslie Howard takes
the starring role.
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of production executives at the Walter Wanger studio under terms of the
new contract signed by the French
actor. He will continue to act, however, and his first production will
probably be his own original story,
‘‘The Man With Twelve Models.”

Norma Shearer Not
"O'Hara" Candidate
One of the score or more candidates,
Norma Shearer, whom the film colony
some time ago nominated, elected and virtually cast as Scarlett O’Hara in Selznick
International’s filmization of “Gone With
the Wind,” has been permanently lopped
off the list, even though it took a battery
of official statements and signed denials
to lend an air of indubitable authenticity
to the announcement of her retirement
from the race.
Miss Shearer’s withdrawal from consideration for the part bears out the surmises
set forth by insiders last week who laid
the responsibility for the intensive campaign of casting conjectures at the door of
Russell Birdwell, Selznick International
publicist, who has proven his mettle in this
method of arousing public interest on previous occasions.
David O. Selznick issued a statement this
week affirming Miss Shearer’s retirement
from the race, which read:
“Miss Norma Shearer and we of Selznick
International have jointly come to a conclusion against the further consideration
of the idea of Miss Shearer playing the
role of Scarlett O’Hara in ‘Gone With the
Wind.’ Miss Shearer has made other arrangements, and we are continuing the
search begun several months ago, and
never interrupted, for an unknown, or
comparatively unknown, actress. To this
end the staff assisting George Cukor in his
survey of potential talent in theatrical and
other groups in the east and south has been
augmented. Our regret that Miss Shearer’s decision and our own have made impossible our association at this time, is
tempered by the hope she may one day
find it possible to do a picture for us.”
Miss Shearer’s statement of withdrawal
was worded:
“I regret very much that due consideration by Mr. Selznick and myself has caused
us to abandon the exciting part of Scarlett
O’Hara as a possibility for me. I have
other plans which I cannot divulge at this
time which preclude my giving the idea
any further consideration. I shall be
watching with great interest to see whom
Mr. Selznick selects and whether she will be
a well-known star or a newcomer. I know
she will be wonderful and I will be wishing
The studio last week
her luck.”
that
Miss Shearer was
for the part, pointing
only one of scores of
sideration.

had already denied
on the inside track
out that she was
others under con-

As yet “Gone
uncast.

the Wind”

With

remains

Reinhardt Is Assigned
Warner has assigned Max Reinhardt to
direct “The Gamblers,” starring Bette
Davis, from the original by Feodor Dostoievsky. Production will start this summer, after Miss Davis has completed her
role in “That Certain Woman.”
Adaptation on “The Gamblers”
handled by Milton Krems.
BOXOFFICE
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CHICAGO CHAINS IN POWER PUSH
Chi. Exhibitors Unit

Record Registration of
580 at MPTOA Meet
New

to State-lake Bldg.
Chicago — The

offices

of

the

Chicago

Exhibitors Association, local MPTOA unit,
is now located in the State-Lake Building,
109 No. State St.
The office was moved on Wednesday,
March 31, on the order of Morris Leonard,
president of the association. Myrtle Collins will remain in charge of the office as
secretary to Leonard who still retains his
own personal office with Balaban & Katz.
B. & K. probably will start moving various departments into the State-Lake Building some time after May 1, when they take
official possession of the building and of
the State-Lake Theatre.

STAGE ALL SET FOR
CAPA APRIL FOOLIES
Chicago — The

presence

of

practically

every big-time performer in Chicago at the
time is promised by the Chicago Amusement Publicists Association for the coming
second edition of the CAPA April Foolies,
set for the Bal Tabarin of the Sherman
Hotel on Saturday night, April 10.
Committees co-headed by Dave Goldman
of Program Press and Tony Owen of the
Chicago Daily News have been busy working on the affair for many weeks.
One particular note is impressed by the
committee, same being that attendance
looks like a complete sell-out. At present
writing, over 300 places have been sold out
of the total capacity of 400.
The party will consist of a complete dinner, a giant celebrity show, several original
interludes, and interspersed dancing to the
orchestra of Lew Diamond and Jack Chapman. Tickets are $3.50 and are available
from any CAPA member or by calling
Guercio & Barthel, Ad-Art Display Studios,
or Allied Theatres.

York — Attendance

at the re-

cent convention of the Motion Picture
Theatre Owiiers of America in Miami
surpassed all previous annual meetings, according to a final tabulation
of registration made this week by the
MPTOA office here. There was a
total of 580 registrations and the
banquet drew 730, the latter figure
including many of the Paramount
theatre associates who held a meeting in Miami at the same time.

Missouri May Get
New Exhibitor Unit
St. Louis — A new

organization

for Mis-

souri motion picture theatre men to be
known as the Theatre Owners & Managers
Ass’n of Missouri has reached a stage of
development where those behind the movement hope to file the necessary incorporation papers in Jefferson City immediately.
Membership in the new association will
be open to both theatre owners and managers and it will have no national affiliation, either with MPTOA or Allied.
It is understood that the new organization will concern itself only with Missouri
exhibition problems, principally of a legislative nature, and other matters of general
interest to exhibitors.

Drive for Subsequents to
Augment First Runs Is
Talk of the Town
By CALVIN

Chicago — If any

HERMER

concrete

concensus

at

all may be found in the mass of gossip
which for some days has been seething in
Chicago,
mustverge
be that
the era
city’s
tion is onit the
of an
of exhibitighter
circuit control than ever in its history.
Most prominent among the evidence, as
indicated in conversations both with important exhibitors and exchange men, is
a reported move of Balaban & Katz toward acquiring second run neighborhood
situations wherever possible in spots where
they now control the first showings. Added to this are the already known facts of
building operations by B. & K., Essaness,
and Harry and Elmer Balaban, as well as
the rumored acquisition and building program credited to the recently formed Balaban Theatres, Inc., headed by A. J. Balaban, now back from Europe, who are said
to be looking for likely spots to either
acquire or erect some 50 houses in Chicago and vicinity.
A Building

Boom

Although much of this is based on rumor, there is the underlying fact that motion picture exhibition is right now on a
more profitable basis than it has been in
many years, and the idea of getting more
houses appeals as being a fairly sane procedure. Building operations now, as reported in Boxoffice last week, show that
already investments of over two million
dollars are contemplated in new theatre
properties by both circuits and individuals.
Most of the rumors come from old line
independent exhibitors who have built
comfortable fortunes from the incomes of
long-established theatres, and who now
are expressing grave fears that circuit encroachment upon their profitable domain

Estes Joins Filmack
Chicago — Joe

M.

Estes, former

director

of publicity for the Saenger theatres in
New Orleans, has joined the forces of the
Filmack Trailer Co. here as promotional
sales manager, according to a statement by
Irving Mack, head of the firm.

CENTRAL EDITION Is One of the Seven Sectional Editions
in Which BOXOFFICE Is Published Weekly. The Other
Six Editions Are: NEW ENGLAND, MIDEAST, MIDWEST,
WESTERN, SOUTHERN, EASTERN.

might seriously affect their own houses’
money-making possibilities. A good bit of
this has risen from the news that Balaban
& Katz have plans for a second run house
on West Belmont Ave., plus the reports
that a number of other spots are also
being considered by the city’s ace circuit
(Continued on page 17)
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Anti-Trade Pact
Bill Hits Films

pLANS

are being made for the presentation of “Cloistered” at the Indiana
Theatre here the week of April 9 by the
Theatrical Managers’ Inc.. Indiana circuit
operators.

Washington — The bill pending in the
house to prohibit trade agreements with
nations in default on their war-debt payments is deemed disadvantageous to the

Member of the Indianapolis Variety Club
will entertain exhibitors from all parts of
the state and their friends at a stag dingier, April 12, at the local tent. There will
be lots of entertamment and a very good
dimier.

motion

abroad.

“No Man of Her Own,” released by Metro
more than four years ago, starring Clark
Gable and Carole Lombard, did the biggest
Easter week at the Ambassador Theatre in
the history of the house. Carl Niesse,
manager of the theatre, believes it pays to
dig up an old film occasionally.
Chick Galloway has sold his Emerson
Theatre to Mannie Marcus, Ft. Wayne and
Indiajiapolis operator.

High. Swing Low” broke all attendance records at the Rialto Theatre,
Louisville, Ky.

Allen Bradley, former Anderson, Ind.,
operator, is planning to open several theatres in Kentucky and Indiana,

Gerald F. Rackett, a vice-president
and plant manager of Technicolor,
who was recently appointed executive
vice-president of the Society of Motion
Picture Engineers. He takes charge
of Pacific Coast
ganization.

J. W. Bohn of Big Feature Rights
Corp. and wife spent the Easter holidays in
Cincinnati.
Herman Morgan is the new
booker at Universal exchange.

assistant

W. L. Pracht will build a new theatre in
Syracuse, Ind., to be known as the Pickwick Theatre.
The Liberty Theatre at Pierceton, the
Princess Theatre at Thorjitown and the
Summitville Theatre at Summitville have
closed.
Frank Sanders, operator of the Mecca
and Stratford theatres, has taken over the
Garrick Theatre, 31st and Illinois. Some
changes in equipment are being made and
the house will be renovated and redecorated.

activities of the or-

REG

WILSON

RETURNS

New York — Staying over for several days
following the American premiere at the
New Criterion here of “Silent Barriers,”
Reg Wilson, central district manager, has
returned to his territory.

The

Indiana Indorsers of Photoplays annual convention will be held in Ft. Wayne,
Ind. at the Hotel Anthony, April 15.
Charles Pettijohn of the Hays organization
will be the principal speaker. The Indianapolis chapter of the organization will hold
its annual meeting April 6, in the Claypool
Hotel, Indianapoli$.
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it looks

the adoption of a trade treaty with England, which is being sought by British interests. The same would apply to Italy,
with which government the United States
hopes to effect a trade pact.

TOP BOWLING
SURE

Fees

Eased

The only country that would be free
from the projected ban would be Finland,
a negligible film market £is far as the
United States is concerned.
Word
that
had

was

received

here

last Saturday

the recent 25 per cent hike in Austrian contingent fees for American films
been reduced by 10 per cent.

SPOT
RENOVATE

BY REPUBLIC

Chicago — With two more weeks yet to
go in the Chicago motion picture bowling
league, the Republic Pictures five are out
in front by eight games, cinching for themselves the fag which remains in their
possession f'-om last year, when they won
under the name of Boxoffice. Up to the
last two weeks of the season, the Republics

THREE

HOUSES

Flat

River, Mo. — The Lead Belt Amusement Co. is making the following renovations in the circuit: Complete redecoration,
new marquee and new sound system for
the Roseland Theatre, Flat River; new
sound for the Odeon, Bonne Terre, Mo.,
and a new marquee for the State Theatre,
fronton. Mo.

had

won 55 games and lost only 23, carrying a team average of 820.
Max Dreifus, captain of the Republic
team, also has high individual average of
177 and at present holds the high three
games with a total of 660 which he rolled
two weeks ago.
Second place in the league is still between three teams which have been running neck and neck for some weeks. Universal holds it by two games right now with
Paramount and National Screen tied for
third place.
Standing

of the teams:

Won
55
47
45
45
ro
35
25
21

Republic
Univers'al
National Screen
M-G-M

Mrs. Helen Keeler, for more than ten
years employed in the office of Associated
Theatre Owners of Indiana, has resigned
on account of her health. She has not been
active since January.

because

assertedly would have been prevented under terms of the pending measure. The
most important loss probably would be in

Austrian

Trueman

Rembusch. circuit operator, is
planning to build a new theatre in Elwood,
Ind. Rembusch operates two theatres in
the city at present. The new theatre will
cost approximately $7,500.

industry

agreements for relief from burdensome restrictions on film imports

The treaty entered into with France last
summer proved of great benefit to the film
industry here. It is contended that treaty

Jack McLaughlin, Paramount poster
clerk, resigned to accept a position in Middletown, Ohio.
“Swing

picture

to such

.

Photoiilay Adv
Columbia

Lost
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HONE’SSystems
Magic PHO
Voice
TOPSound

1. ORIGINAL ROTARY SOUND HEADS
2. CELLULAR HI & LOW FREQUENCY
HORNS
3. PUSH PULL ATTACHMENTS FOR
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ST. LOUIS

Paramount Airer
No Trade Threat

LICHTMAN,

roadshow

New York — “Paramount on Parade,” the
first series of nationwide radio broadcasts

Several

reviewer last Sunday when the first program of the series came over the NBC

Friday

network
factory.

Ozark

Below

Average

Hollywood

film

Stuff

Allowing for slight delays and some confusion in getting started and in locating
the players, the broadcast was in no way
outstanding and in point of humor or
originality was below the standard set by
the average Sunday entertainment dished
out by the major networks.
Shirley Ross, singing “Sweet Is the Word
for You” from her picture “Waikiki Wedding,” was the high spot of the program,
no doubt intended as a strong plug for the
picture, which is a current release. The
cross patter between Lynne Overman and
Mary Carlisle, who will appear throughout the series, was nonsensical enough to
elicit a few laughs, while Phil Harris, conducting his orchestra and introducing a
few specialists from “Turn Off the Moon,”
(Continued on next page)

drop-

“Captains

Courageous.”

E. Branson, RKO
midwestern district manager, was here on March 25 conferring with Manager B. J. McCarthy of
the local office.

improve appreciably if it is to keep potential motion picture patrons at home.
That was the impression gained by this

Paramount’s

executive,

W.

sponsored by a major film company and
originating from its studio, will have to

from

M-G-M

ped off here en route from Hollywood
to New York City. While here he received
instructions from Nicholas M. Schenck to

local theatres

Loew's

Theatre has
stallation of new RCA

equipment.
England's most popular comedienne.
Grade Fields, arrives in Hollywood —
umbrella and all — to confer with 20th
Century -Fox on details of her new
contract with that studio.

Stevens to Keokuk
Lawrenceville, III. — H. E. Stevens,
manager for the past year of the Avalon
here, will leave this weekend for Keokuk,
Iowa, where he will operate the Prisina
circuit houses as city manager. Vincent
Helling, former manager of the Grand in
Keokuk, will head the Avalon here.

time
run

It is being

in connection
showing

Mr.

were

used for Good

services by various church denominations. Similar services were held at the
Theatre in Webster Groves, Mo.

with

of Metro's

completed the insound reproducing
used

for the first

the current

first-

“Maytime."

and Mrs. Max B. Stubbs, late arrivals from Hollywood, are the new comanagers of the Panchon & Marco School

of the Theatre. Recently the local school
affiliated with the famous Ethel Meglin
school in Hollywood.

IMPERIAL

EXECUTIVE

TOURS

Chicago — E. J. Smith, general sales manager of Imperial Pictures, New York, was
here late this week
central states.

on a swing

around

the

Look ahead to

HOT WEATHER
Don't let your patronage get away from you again this summer. A
National Sirocco Air Conditioning System offers you the COOLING
EFFECT that will protect your boxoffice against the loss of patronage
and profit. We offer you the greatest dollar-for-dollar value ever before presented in a guality-made, guiet and economical cooling and
ventilating system — priced right for your theatre. Did you get our latest "Comfort Cooling" broadside — just out? If not, ask for it. Call up,
write or come in and get our 1937 theatre cooling proposition
today.
Remember — We're here to serve you on EVERYTHING
your theatre may need.

BOXOFFICE

CHICAGO
825 S. Wabash Ave.
Phone: Webster 7346-7-8-9

ST. LOUIS
3210 Olive St.
Phone: Jeflerson 8494-5

INDIANAPOLIS
436 N. Illinois Street
Phone: Lincoln 5758

MILWAUKEE
725 W. Wells St.
Phone: Marquette 7333

THEATRE

in equipment

SUPPLY

COMPANY
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MILWAU
IJARRY

PERLEWITZ

has

renovated

his

News

east side neighborhood
Jackson,
house here. New seats, carpeting, ventilating system and lighting fixtures were
included in the renovation program.
lower

Other neighborhood houses to receive
new garbs for Easter included WarnerSaxe’s Savoy, and the Park, south side
independent house. Both have been
equipped with new marquees and new
seats. Remodeling work is also underway
on Fox’s Riviera.

J^R. J. WASNIESKI
has purchased and
installed in his Midget Theatre, Milwaukee, new JEWELL Super Low Intensity Lamps
purchased from CINEMA SUPPLIES, INC.

S. E. Pirtle, who operates a circuit of
Theatres throughout southern Illinois and

Circuit first-runs have dropped their 25cent early admissions in favor of a 35cent admission until 6 p. m. They have
also boosted a number of their nabe admissions by a 5-cent average.
Show Workers of America,
non-profit corporation to
“promote the general welfare of all workers in the show business,’’ has filed articles of incorporation with the secretary
of state at Madison. Incorporators are Leo
Weisner, Morris Goldstein and John
Roepke, all of Milwaukee.
a

who makes his headquarters at Jerseyville, has purchased for his Bijou Theatre,
Abingdon, Illinois, new DeLuxe AIR-LOC
full upholstered chairs that are to be installed on or about April 1st. Purchase
was made through George A. Busher who

The United
nonstock,

The Balzer bill, providing for a 3 per
cent amusement tax, failed to win approval
of the assembly taxation committee in a
hearing at Madison last week. Among
those appearing against the measure were
Ben Miller, Milwaukee attorney, representing Warner-Saxe Theatres and the Wisconsin Amusement Enterprises, and F. J.
McWilliams, Madison, of the ITPA of
Wisconsin.

J. P. Adler, operator of theatres in Waupaca, Marshfield, Neilsville, Monroe and
Milwaukee, has taken over the Badger
Theatre at Merrill. Associated with Adler
in the transaction is Steve Miller. The
house had been operated for the past four
months by the Northlarid Amusement Co.
of Minneapolis.
Harry Wrobel, 20, and Adolph Bonk, 25,
were sentenced to prison terms in municipal court in Manitowoc on four separate counts involving robbery of the Mikadow Theatre there and a hardware store.
The

K. of P. Bldg, at Clintori has

is the St. Louis distributor
Seat Industries, Inc.
Scott R. Dunlap, vice-president in
charge of production for the neio
Monogram Pictures, who has eight fea-

Paramount
• Continued
provided
The

theatre

Rivers

Theatre

Co., West

build-

Bend,

series is dedicated,

to the

announcer, “to the exhibitors throughout
the country,” probably as a sop to the
showmen who have been objecting militantly against the appearance of film stars
on air programs.
The broadcast emanated from the studios in Hollywood at 9 a. m., was heard
in the Rocky Mountain region at 10 a. m.,
in Chicago at 11 a. m., and was received
in New York and other eastern points at
noon. The same time schedule will be
maintained for the series.
“Paramount on Parade” is being produced by Boris Morros, Paramount’s studio music director, under the supervision
of C. J. Dunphy, studio publicity and ad—
R.
vertising head. Dunphy caught the D.initial
program in New York.
Plan
The

NBC

informed

Indefinite

program
Boxoffice

Run

department
that

this week

“Paramount

Parade” is scheduled to run
each Sunday, over the NBC
find something

on

‘indefinitely”
red network,
better

to take

its place.”

EXCLUSIVE
Entire

SUPPLIES, INC. This new Theatre is controlled by Marches! Bros, who also operate Theatres at Lockporte, Amboy and
Freeport, Illinois.

W. R. Ashton and associates of Eagle
River, Wisconsin, announce the opening of
their New Eagle Theatre to be on or about
June 1st. All new and latest type Equipment was purchased, including latest type
ULTRAPHONIC
SOUND
SYSTEM, DeLuxe JEWELL Suprex type High Intensity
Lamps and Rectifiers; Simplex Projectors;
DeLuxe AIR-LOC full upholstered chairs;
together with all miscellaneous equipment
INC.
was purchased from CINEMA SUPPLIES,

publicist, was

Arthur Waedekin, 66, for 12 years assistant manager of the Columbia, local
neighborhood house, until it went dark
more than a year ago, died March 23 in
a local hospital. He is survived by three
sisters and four brothers.

The New Waconia Theatre at Waconia,
Minn., has been taken over by L. E. Davis
of Mankato. The entire Theatre building
is being completely remodeled and is
scheduled to open on or about April 15th.
All new Equipment was purchased including deluxe AIR-LOC
full upholstered
chairs. Purchase was made from AIRLOC SEAT INDUSTRIES, INC.

DISTRIBUTORS
Middle

West

SEND
US

Fox’s Paradise Theatre in West Allis has
inaugurated a policy of daily matinees with
continuous shows from 2:00 p. m. on.

16

according

has

registered with the public service commission $37,000 first mortgage bonds for sale
in Wisconsin.
Barrett Riesling, M-G-M
a recent local visitor.

equipment obtainable was selected, including latest type ULTRAPHONE
Sound System, also DeLuxe AIR-LOC full upholstered chairs purchased from CINEMA

page)

several melodious interludes.
Dedicated to Exhibitors

“until they
The

Airer

preceding

been

by Brown & Sandie, who are remodeling the building for use as a theatre. The house will have 400 seats and
will be open about May 1. The Masonic
the former

from

for AIR-LOC

The New Town Theatre at Prophetstown
had its Grand Opening on Saturday,
March 27th. The Theatre itself is of the
latest modern type construction and finest

tures now in preparation on the announced schedule of 26 for 1937-38.

leased

lodge purchased
ing in Clinton.

in Brief

YOUR

Mr.

W.

L. McMillan

has

set April

8th

for the Grand Opening of his new Hollywood Theatre at McVille, No. Dak. Mr.
McMillan states that his Theatre will be
one of the finest to be found in any town
of its size in the entire state of North
Dakota.

DATES

JEWEL
831 S. Wabash

PRODUCTIONS
CHICAGO

All of the equipment was purchased for this new Theatre, including
AIR-LOC full upholstered chairs, from

CINEMA

SUPPLIES,

INC.— Adv.

Phone: Webster 7237

BOXOFFICE
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CHICAGO
y^JORK of reconstruction of the Fargo
’^Theatre, Geneva, 111., which was seriously damaged by fire on Friday, March
19, is going forward rapidly and the house
will reopen very soon. The building is
owned by Charles Fargo and operated by
the Fred Anderson circuit. The loss, which
has been estimated at about $7,500 was
fully covered by insurance between both
of these parties. The fire originated in
some unknown manner under the stage
and damaged the back end of the building,
almost wrecking the screen and the stage
part of the sound equipment. It occurred
just before the evening opening of the
house.
Once again the cold hand of death has
struck the local film colony, this time right
in the midst of the daily activity on
Wabash Avenue. Louis Brill, 65, bookkeeper for the Metro Premium, 845 So. Wabash
Ave., died suddenly from a heart attack
last Monday afternoon while at his desk.
He was the father-in-law of Joe Koppel of
the Lasker circuit.
And before leaving the subject of that
long last sleep, it should be mentioned that
many are the friends of George Feinberg
who mourn his passing. Feinberg died in
Miami last week following his attendance
at the MPTOA convention. He was well
known here for many years, and was just
in the midst of installing a show room for
International Seat Corp., of which he was
vice-president and general sales manager.
Funeral services were held in Minneapolis.
S. S. Millard is again active in the local
film scene and has been on the Row several times lately. Millard is building the
Paris Theatre in Gary, Ind. and is installing a theatre in a store building in Lawrenceville, Ind., which also will be called
the Paris. Both houses will be open in
April.
A1 Rule, whose “The Big Drive” is among
the best remembered of the war films, is
back in Chicago. A1 has opened an office
on the sixth floor of 831 So. Wabash from
which he will handle bookings on a reissue of “The Big Drive” and also a new
war feature, “The Death Parade,” and a
two-reel war subject, titled “Lest We Forget.”
That theatre project of Sam Meyers between Glencoe and Hubbard Woods on the
north shore is still beset with difficulties.
The latest hurdle is a protest which the
Hubbard Woods Improvement Association
has lodged with the Glencoe zoning commission against the proposed theatre’s
erection. The protest states that the erection of a theatre would “not only create a
parking problem, but would also greatly
increase automobile traffic on certain residential streets, that it would lead to further commercial development of adjacent
property and would unquestionably occasion a serious depreciation of residential
values in Hubbard

Woods.”

Harry Blumenthal’s Ad-Art sign
is a busy place these days. Besides
just about all the local theatre sign
Harry right now has the contract to
BOXOFFICE

:: April 3. 1937.

It’s hard to pass up
without further mention
man, who came back to
day after an eastern

this week's column
of Kurley KoppelUniversal the other
sojourn of several

years. Kurley has a sense of humor anyway, so maybe when we run out of bum
items like this he will give us a good one
about himself.
CAPA is overlooking a sweet bet in Addie
Klein. The local RCA Photophone representative is really quite a space grabber.
This week comes a notation from him of
another flock of installations of RCA
equipment, indicating that Addie is not
only a good press agent, but also that he
is a good salesman . . . never overlooking
the fact that he sells a mighty good product. Among the new ones Addie reports
are: Park, Chicago; Grove, Chicago; Havana, Havana, 111.; Stanley, Galena, 111.;
Avon, Peoria; New Beverley, Peoria; Rialto,
Clinton, I.; Fenway, Fenimore, Wis.;
Vogue, Kenosha, Wis.; Uptown, Racine;
Venetian, Racine; Sheboygan, Sheboygan;
Rialto, Mt. Wayne, Ind.; Pantheon, Vincennes, Ind.
J. W. lies of Champaign, III., has leased
the Puritan Theatre in West Salem, III.
from Fishel Bros, and will soon open it
after extensive remodeling.
From dishes to glasses . . or something.
That might be the title of the recent move
made by Eddie Levin in transferring his
activities from the premium business to
the operation of a tavern. Eddie is now
the proprietor of The Silver Dome at 1338
E. 47th St., where his own inimitable style
of playing the piano in the approved modern manner is drawing many customers.
He swings a nasty keyboard, that Eddie,
and nightly may be found a number of
• Continued on next page)

BE

(Continued

from page 13)

for similar buildings. It is pointed out that
B. & K., Essaness and Harry and Elmer
Balaban are all three planning de luxe
theatres on the near north side near upper
Michigan Ave. Considerable credit is also
given to the reported prospective sale of
the Simansky & Miller houses, as yet unconfirmed by announcement, to either Essaness or B. & K. or a combination of both,
which would most certainly give a tight
circuit control to that far western suburban district where they are located.
Increase

Loop

Power

The loop situation is further pointed to
as evidence of the increase in circuit power.
B. & K. are set to take control of the
State-Lake on April 1. They are in a management deal on McVickers with Jones,
Linick & Schaeffer. This leaves only the
RKO Palace outside of their domain
among the loop de luxe houses.
Another phase of the trend is the development of the double feature situation.
The large neighborhood circuit houses, with
the pick of the best pictures at their disposal and sufficient seats to accommodate a highly profitable business even on
the shorter number of daily shows, are the
one which are doing the business with
duals, while the smaller neighborhood
houses whose bookings are more completely dictated by the weekly releasing schedule, and consequently must necessarily be
booked merely “as the best they can,” are
taking somewhat of a licking.
More

Competitive

Heat

During the years of the depression, when
the pickings were comparatively slim, the
so-called ‘independent” and “circuit” operators were the best of friends, but now
with the up-grade definitely established
and the business of exhibiting motion pictures again an enterprise of certain profit
things are more highly competitive.

PROGRESSIVE
Your Success Is Based On
GOOD

PROJECTION

GOOD

SOUND

COMFORTABLE

Consult the Man

Who

SEATS

Knows

Bring Your Problems To

JOE GOLDBERG,

^UST
studio
doing
work,
do all

Chains Expanding

the signs for the National Inventor’s Convention opening at the LaSalle Hotel the
latter part of this week.

A^^REAT

823 So. Wabash

CHICAGO

INC.

NSTITUTION
INSTITUTION
Wabash

8593
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preceding

familiar

Correll
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Where)
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Wabash

made

Ave.

manager

of Brotman’s Royal Theatre in Fulton, III.
M. Brotman and his wife are now in Florida for a well-earned vacation.
Mirrophonic sound has been installed in
the Allen Theatre, Jefferson, Wis.
The neiv Fulton Theatre in Cuba, III.
was opened on Easter Sunday, March 28.
The house is equipped with Ultraphone
Wide Range sound and low intensity lamps.

ad men,
Warner
Program
a CAPA
eral

was

the work of those two clever
Larry Stem and Bill Pohlman of
Bros. The print job was done by
Press of which Dave Goldman is
member as well as head of genarrangements.

“Ecstasy,”
13-week run

which recently completed a
in the World Playhouse, has

Warner talent scout from the coast. ha.s
been in Chicago he has interviewed over
200 aspirants for screen fame. So far,
says Jo, he has found seven of them who
might have some possibilities. These seven
will be given preliminary screen tests right
in Chicago, in the studios of Action Film
Co.

now opened in Warner’s Orpheum in the
loop for an indefinite run, said to be guaranteed to last at least five weeks.

SCHIPA

Ed Maher, formerly purchasing agent for
Balaban & Katz for many years, has joined
the staff of Joe Goldberg , Inc., in an executive capacity.
During

the five days that Jo Rubenstein,

IN ITALIAN

FILM

New York — “My Song of Love,” a new
Italian film featuring the Metropolitan
Opera singer, Tito Schipa, opened at the
Miami Theatre here on Easter Sunday.
The film, which is being distributed by
World Pictures
English titles.

Corp.,

has

super-imposed

Far be it from this column to venture
an opinion of the justice of it, but the fact
remains that one press agent and exploiteer, Sam Clark by name, has been put
into a little cubby hole all his own down
at the Warner exchange. It is not known
whether Sam or the others around him
necessitated his withdrawal from the more
public scene of his former office space.
Gilroy Nicol is remodeling the Roxy in
Saybrook, III. which he took over last
January.
The current flurry of premium business
in Chicago has brought Jack Price here
to spend a few days which he (naturally)
will devote to nothing but the promotion
of Price premiums.
Sol Strauss, who
Theatre in Rockford

PLAN
NOW TO
ATTEND!
2nd Edition of

CAPA

operated the Midway
for a long time before

it was

taken over by the Van Matre interests, is now maiiager of the Parkway
Theatre, Roseland, for Lou Reinheimer.

Fred Greenberg, Indianapolis Warner
Bros., branch manager, was in town for a
few days conferring with Distinct Manager
Leo Blank on the final wind-up of the
Grad Sears drive.
That

clever

little booklet

sent

out

last

week by CAPA
advertising the coming
CAPA April Foolies (Bal Tabarin, Sherman
Hotel, Saturday night, April 10, $3,50 per
person

"APRIL FOOLIES"
BAL TABARIN
SHERMAN
HOTEL
CHICAGO,

ILLINOIS

. . . gotta get in a little plug some-

SATURDAY
EXCLUSIVE

APRIL 10, 1937

DISTRIBUTORS

Chicago & Indianapolis
Film Territories
FOR

10:00 P. M. UNTIL — ?

•

MOTIOGRAPH
MODEL HU DE LUXE
PROJECTOR
•
Everything For the Theatre

NIGHT

Dance

LEW
Special

Music

by

DIAMOND

Entertainment

and

Surprises!

$3.50
PERSON

GUERCIO & BARTHEL CO.
908

So. WabaMh
CHICAGO

PER

Ave.

INFORMAL

GER-BAR, Inc.
442 N. Illinois St.
INDIANAPOCIS

FOR RESERVATIONS CALL
CAL HERMER— Webster 2236
LOU ABRAMSON— Harrison 8900
HARRY BLUMENTHAL— Webster 4277
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JUST OFF THE PRESS!
THE 1937

FILM DAILY
YEAR BOOK

Weighs over 6 lbs.
Contains nearly 1,300 pages.
Beautifully bound.

MOTION

Free
To Subscribers
FILM

DAILY

Your Clieck for $10.00
Will Brins Vou This

COMPLETE
THE FILM DAILY
Every day except Sunday,
covering the news of the
industry; reviews of features and short subjects
equipment; a publication
every exhibitor needs.
SHORT SUBJECT
QUARTERLIES
Four times a year; an issue
devoted
exclusively to
Short Subjects, giving reviews, programs, exploitation ideas, in fact, everything about shorts.

SERVICE
DIRECTOR’S ANNUAL
PRODUCTION GUIDE

r
&

Every

June — A volume devoted to Production plans,
activities and credits.

FILM

DAILY

YEAR

BOOK

Filmdom's Recognized Book
of Reference. Nearly thirteen hundred pages
ing every branch
industry.

PICTURES
★

The largest and most comprehensive volume in the long series of
Film Daily Year Books is now being distributed to paid subscribers of The Film Daily. The 1937 book, 19th edition, contains nearly
1,300 pages of valuable reference material. Among the many items
of interest are included: PICTURES — 16,170 titles of features released since 1915 showing distributors and Film Daily review
dates; Features released during 1936 with casts and credits; Features and short subject series released during 1936, arranged by
distributing companies: serials released since 1920 showing stars,
directors and years of release; a list of features imported from foreign countries during 1936; a compilation showing producers and
distributors of short subject series. PERSONNEL — Names, addresses,
telephone numbers, cable addresses, officers, department heads
and boards of directors of important film companies; another section with the addresses and manpower affiliated with studios and
production organizations; Officers and directors of clubs, guilds
and organizations associated with the motion picture industry.
PERSONALITIES— The 1935 and 1936 work of 3,124 players, 218
producers, associate producers and supervisors; 281 directors; 809
authors; 635 screenplay writers; 181 cameramen; 196 film editors;
152 music composers and supervisors; and 27 dance directors.
LISTS — A complete equipment Buying Guide; feature producers,
short subject producers, cartoon producers, industrial producers,
newsreel, theatre supply dealers, laboratories, color processes,
trailers, insurance brokers, projection rooms, agents and managers, play and story brokers exchanges (including names of
managers and product handled). THEATRES — Complete list of
theatres in the United States and Canada arranged by state and
provinces; separate list of circuits with four or more theatres.
FINANCIAL — Summaries of all motion picture companies whose
stocks are listed on financial markets. FOREIGN — Exporters and
importers; outlook for 1937; international survey of film markets.
EXPLOITATION — Complete manual of tested exploitation stunts;
showman's calendar. AGENTS' TELEPHONES of players, directors
and writers. LEGAL — Court decisions of 1936 compiled and digested by Herbert T. Silverberg. BIRTHDAYS AND BIRTHPLACES
of important film folk, and 1,001 other items of interest.
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1501 Broadway,

•

Dear

I

Please enter my subscription to the FILM DAILY,
The Film Daily Service.

'

I enclose $10.00 (foreign $15.00).

'

FILM

New

|

York City

■

Sir;

|
and

I
i
I

I

I

NAME

I

STREET

'

CITY

I

DAILY

I

STATE

'
•

J^t dates

Crisp. Hugh
O’Connell. Ian Hunter. Mary Phillips. Producer: Edmund
Goulding.
Director:
ing.
Edmund
Goulding. Screenplay: Edmund
Gould-

%

PREPARING
CRAZY
PEOPI-iK (RKO) — Producer:
Original: Jefferson Parker.

SJn "The

THAT
CERTAIN
WOMAN
(WB)— with
Bette
Davis, Henry
Fonda,
Anita
Louise, Donald

Robert

Sisk.

DEATH
TAKES
A
CRCISE
(ON) — with Conrad
Nagel, Eleanor
Hunt.
Producer: George A.
Hirliman.
Director: Louis Gasnier. Original:
Arthur Hoerl. Screenplay: Arthur Hoerl.
DEVH/8
SADDLE
LEGION
(\VB)— with Dick
Foran, Anne Nagel. Eddie Acuff, Gordon Hart.
Ernie Stanton. Willard Parker. Granville Owen.
Producer: Bryan
Foy.
Director: Bobby
Connolly.
GRAND

CANYON
(GN) — Producer: Richard Rowland. Original: Allen Vaughn
Elston. Screenplay: Betty Laidlaw, Robert Lively.
IT TAKES
NERVE
(WB) — with Barton MacLane.
Josephine Hutchinson.
Producer: Bryan
Foy.
Director: Frank McDonald.
Original Story: Don
Ryan. George Garnet.
l.OVE
BEI.O\V
FREEZING
(RKO)— with Mitzi
Green. Producer: Pandro S. Berman.
Original:
Dana Burnett.

Thirteenth
i’hair
(m-g-m) — with
Madge
Evans, Lewis Stone, Janet Beecher, Dame
Mae
Whitty, Eli.ssa I,andi. Henry
Daniell, Thomas
Beck, Ralph Forbes. Matthew
Bolton. Charles
Trowbridge, Neil Fitzgerald. Louis Vincenot, Lai
Chand
Mehra, Heather Thatclier, Holmes
Herbert. Director: George Seitz. Original: Bayard
Veiller. Screenplay: Marion Pai'sinnet.
'I'HIN ICE (20th-Fox) — with Sonja Henie, Tyrone
Power.
Producer: Raymond
Griffith. Director:
Sidney
Lanfield. Screenplay: Boris Ingster,
Milton Sperling.
THREE
ROOMS
IN
HE.WEN
(M G M)— with
Joan Crawford, Spencer Trac.v. Producer: Joseph Mankiewicz. Director: Frank
Borzage.
Original: Katherine Brush.
Screenplay: Lawrence Hazzard.
TOMORROW’S
HE.VDLINES
(RKO)— with
Lee
Tracy, Diana Gibson. Phil Huston, Tom
Kennedy, George Irving, Ivy Keene, Frank Hagney,
Ai’t Thalasso, Donald
Meek. Doodles Weaver.
Producer: Cliff Reid. Director: Richard Rosson. Original: Thomas
Ahern.
Screenplay: J.
Robert Bren, Edmund
L. Hartmann,

RIDER

OF THE
ROCKIES
ter. Producer: Edward
Robert Emmett.

(GNt— with Tex RitFinney.
Screeniplay:

Sl’MMER
ROMANC
fPara) — with Shirley Ross.
L>nne Overman. E
Johnn.\ Downs,
P^leanore Whitney. "^acht (’lub Roys.
Producer: Fanchon.
Original: Don Hartman.
TR ANSATLANTK
FLIGHT
(UA) — Producer:
Samuel Goldwyn.
WITH
KINDEST
REIiARDS
(Col)— with Claire
Trevor. Ralph Bellamy. Producer: Irving Briakin. Director: D. Ross Lederman.
Original:
Lee Loeb. Harold Buchman.
Screenplay: Lee
Loeb. Harold Buchman.

E

STARTING
HOTEL
HAYWIRE
(Para) —
with Leo Carrillo,
Mary Carlisle, Colette Lyons. Benny Baker,
John
Patterson
, Producer: William Le Baron,
K
Director: George Archainbaud.
Original: Preston
Sturges.

Marshall. Original: Walter
Hackett.
play: Gene Fowler, Ernest Pascal.

Screen-

MEXICAN
QFARTER
(RKO) — with John
Beal,
Armida, Leona Roberts, George Irving, Harry
Carey, Paul Guilfoyle. Producer: Robert Sisk.
Director: Lew Landers. Original: Tom
Gill.
MISSrs
Helen

AMERICA
(RKO)— with Victor Moore,
Broderick, Anne Shirley, Ricardo Mandia,

Mickey
Daniels, Jay Upson. Frank
Anthony.
Jack Norton, Virginia Sale, Alan Bruce. Producer: A1 Lewis. Original: Jack Goodman,
Albert Leventhal.
ONE
MILE
FROM
Claire Trevor, Bill
Chick
Chandler,

HEAVEN
(20th-Fox)— with
Robinson, Fredi Washington,
Bernard
Daugherty,
Sally

Blane, Joan Carol. Douglas Fowley, John Eldredge, Russell Hopton, Harry
Stanton, Paul
Sauter, Rob Murphy, Dave Knight, Ed Dunn,
John

Carradine, Eddie Anderson. Director: Allan Dwan. Original: Lou Breslow, John Patrick.
Screenplay: Lou Breslow, John Patrick,

PRISONER
OF ZENDA,
THE
(UA)— with Ronald
Colman, David Niven, Douglas Fairbanks jr.,
Madeleine Carroll, Howard
Lang. C. Aubrey
Smith, Mary
Astor, Raymond
Massey, Baron
William von Brincken. Mary Jane Irving, Eleanor Wesselhoeft. Margaret
Tallichet, Arthur
Byron. Ian McLaren.
Producer: David O. Selznick. Director: John Cromwell.
Original: Anthony Hope. Screenplay: Wells Root, Donald
Ogden

NORTH
OF
THE
RIO
GR.ANHE
(Para)— with
William Boyd. George Hayes. Rus.sell Hayden,
Stephen
Morris, John
Rutherford.
Producer:
Harry
Sherman.
Director: Nate Watt.
Original: Clarence E. Mulford.
PORTIA
ON
TRIAL
(Rep) — Producer : A1 Lrvoy. Screenplay: Sam
Ornitz, Gordon
Rigby
Cromwell Ormsby.

PI Hl.ir HE.^LTH
(RKO) — Producer: Lee Marcus. Screenplay: Gladys Atwater. Joset>h Lerner.

Alakln^^

Stuart.

John

Balderston.

THERE

WELL ALONG
ALL
IS CONFlkSION
(RKO) — with Joe F. Brown,
Florence Rice. Guy Kibbee. Harlan Briggs, Anthony Nace. Benny Hart, Jack Norton. Florence
Rice. Harry C. Bradley. Cliff Naxarro. Monte
Collins. Andrew
Tombes, Leila McIntyre, Clem
Bevans, George Chandler, Frank Sully, Charles
Arnt. Producer: David L. Loew. Director: Edward Sedgwick. Original: Richard Macaulav.
ASCENDING
DKAIiON.
THE
(Para)— with Akim
Tamiroff, John Trent. Genevieve Tobin. Ralph
Morgan, Judith Ford. Producer: B. P. Schulberg.

Director:
erick Jackson.

f'harles

Vidor.

Original:

GOES
MY GIRL
(RKO) — with Gene Raymond. Ann Sothern. Frank
M. Thomas,
Paul
Guilfoyle, Richard Lane, Alec Craig. Bradley
Page, Gordon
Jones, Maxine
Jennings. Frank
Jenks, Joan Woodbury, William Corson. Thelma
Leeds.
Producer: William
Sistrom. Director:
Ben Holmes. Original: George Beck.

TOPPER
(M-G-M) — with Constance Bennett, Cary
Grant. Roland
Young, Alan
Mowbray,
Claire
Windsor, Dorothy Christy. Billie Burke. Virginia
Sale. Nick Stuart. Hedda
Hopper.
Producer:
Hal
Roach.
Director: Norman
V.
McLeod.
Original:

Je
Ba
Wi
ms.
an
ke
ll
weNewell, iRa
iWilliam
Roberts, c, -Tdy RobSutton,
e
am
ert
ll
s
,
Hould,
('-'>rleton Young.
Producer:, William
Berke.
Director: Nick
Barrows.
Original:
Karen De Wolf, Barry Shipman.
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ES('AI*E
FROM urim
LOVE
(20th-Fox)
— .with
Michael
a
:e
nl
c n
Whalen.
Cora wiWitherspoon,
Jane
c
ay Gloria eStuart.
Brewster,: Gerald .Oliver Smith. zSyd
.
Saylor. June
Brewster. Producer: Leslie Landau.
Director:
Eugene Forde. Original: Eugene Heltai. Screenolav: Leslie Landau, Don Ettlinger.

last
YEAR’.S
O
KI.SSE.S (20th-Fox) — with Alice
Faye, Jimmy
Ritz, David Rubinoff, Director:
K
Norman
Taurog.
Screenplay: Harry
Tugend,
Jack Yellen,
r
EA ER
SINCF' EA’E (WB) — with Marion Davies,
LO\ E IN A I5l'NG.\LOW
(Unit
Robert Montgomery. Hugh Herbert. Patsy Kelly.
)
—
with
Kent Taylor, Nan Grey. Dorothea Kent. Hobart
Cava'
ProdiK-er:
Earl Baldwin. Director: Lloyd Bacon.
naugh. Louise Beavers,
David Oliver. Producer:
s
IT HAPPENED
OFT AVF^ST ( 20th-Fox )— with Paul
E. M. Asher. Director: Rav MoCarey
Kelly.
Judith Allen. Johnny
Arthur. Edward
LOYE
takes
flight
(GN)— with Bruce Cabot.
Broi)h\'.
Director: Howard
Producer: S
George Hirliman. Director: Conrad
Bretherton. Original:
Harold Bell Wright.
Nagel.
Original:
Anne
Morrison
f’hapin
LADY
LFCK
(WB) — with Barton MacLane, Ann
Screenplay: I.ionel Houser.
HO
Sheridan. Walter Cassell. Charles Foy. Dick
L
.MIDNIGHT
.MADONNA
(Ma.jor) — Iwith
Warren
DA
Purcell. Producer: Bryan Foy. Director: Louis
William, Mady
Y
Oorrell, Robert Baldwin,
King. Screenplay: Roy Chanslor.
Jona(R
ep
than Hale. P'rank Reicher, John Elliott.
LIFE OF
EMIl.E ZOLA
) May
(WB)— with Paul Muni.
Wallace. Sam Flint. Producer:
—
Emanuel
Cohen.
wi
Josenhine Hutohinson. Bonita Granville, Joseph
Director: James Flood. Original:
G
David Boehmth
A
N
Screenplay: Doris Malloy, Gladys
Mar-Lane. Gloria Holden.
Schildkraut, Barton
Gu
D
Lehman
l
in Harry Worth. Grant Mitchell. Montague
i
Love,
faces
of
19.17 (RKO)— with
n
E
Joe Penner.
S
WMax
Hoffman jr.. Paul Everton. Gilbert Emery,
il
Milton Berle. Jerome Cowan, Harriet
T
I
Hilliard,
C
Harry Davenport. Ralph Dunn. Irving Pichel.
Thelma
Leeds, Patricia Wilder. Patsy
K Lee ParST
Producer:
Kingsford.
Walter
Weldon,
Ben
,
sons, Bert Gordon. Derry Dean, Parkyaka
H rkus,
E
Henry Blanke. Director: William Dieterle.
Betty Grable, Lowe, Hite a.nd Stanley.
(MProLOOKINi;
FOR
TROFBLE
(RKO)— with George
ducer: Edward Small. Director: Leigh Jason.
-G
-M
Original: Nat Perrin.
O’Brien. Maude
Eburne, Joe Caites, Frank No)
—
lan,
Dan
Wolheim,
A1
Herman,
Frank Hagney,
ONCE
FPON
A
TIME
(Major) — with Warren
Walter
DePalma,
Charles Middleton, Stanley
William. Producer: Emanuel
Cohen. Director:
James Flood.
Blystone, Cecilia Parker. Producer: George A.
Hirliman.
Director: Ewing
Scott. Original;
SING, COAVHOY", SING
(GN) — with Tex Ritter,
Dan Jarrett. Ewing Scott.
Louise Stanley, At St. John, Karl Hackett.
Buster,
Charlie King, Robert McKenzie. Budd
LOVE
I'NDER
FIRE
(20th-Fox)— with Loretta
Young. Don Ameche,
John
Carradine, Movita
Producer: Edward
Hebei Snow, Chick Hannon,
Castenada, Joseph
Schildkraut. Katherine
de
Finney. Director: Robert N. Bradbury.
SOUTH
OF
SONORA
(Cres) — with Tom
Keene,
Mille, Frances Drake. AValter Catlett. Sig RuJaime Saenz, Miguel Zarraga. Producer: E. B.
mann, Borrah Minnevitch, Don Alvarado. Harold Huber, E. E. Clive, Warren
Joan Torena.
Derr. Direitor: I. V. Willat. Original: John H.
Auer. Screenplay: Mary Ireland.
Producer: Nunnally Johnson. Director: George

Smith.

Screenplay:

Eric

Hatch.

COMPLETED

Fred-

lia

Thorne

BOOTS
OF DESTINY
Claudia Dell. Vince

(GN) — with Ken Maynard,
Barnett, Walter Patterson.

Martin Garaloga, Octavia Giraud, George Morrell, Fred Cordova, Sid O’Albrook, Ed Cassidy.
Producer: George A. Hirliman.
Director: Arthur Rosson.
COP, THE
Edward

(Univ) — with Nan Grey, Robert Wilcox,
Ellis, Richard Carle, Billy Burrud. Lee

Phelps,
Burton,

Tom
Martin, Alma
Kruger,
Jim Farley. Producer: Kubec

Director:
man.

Milton

Carruth.

Original:

Fredrick
Glasmon.

Kubec

Glas-

METAIDY
OF
THE
PLAINS
(Spectrum) — with
Fred Scott. A1 St. John, Billy Lenhart. Louise
Small. Slim Whittaker. Lew Meehan, Hal Price.
David
Buell.

Sharpe. Bud
Director: Sam

Jamison.
Newfield.

Producer:

Jed

NIGHT

MUST
FALL
(M-G-M) — with Robert Montgomery. Rosalind Russell. Dame
Mae
Whitty.
Malyon. Elsa Buchanan. C. Montague Shaw.
Forrester Harvey. Brandon Evans, E. Ij. FisherSmith, Mary Forbes, David Clyde. Perry Stubbs.
Charles McNaughton, Pat Kelly. Producer: Hunt
Stromberg. Director: Clarence Brown. Original:
Evelyn Williams. Screenplay: John Van Druten.
RETURN
OF CAPPY
RICKS
(Rep)— with Walter
Brennan. Mary Brian, Frank Melton. Lyle Talbot, Georgia Caine, Phyllis Barry. Will Stanton,
Anthony Pawley, Claire Ro<'helle. Producer: Burt
Kelly. Director: Ralph Staub. Original: Peter
B. Kyne. Screenplay: Lester Cole.
THIS
is MY
AFFAIR
(20th-Fox) — with Robert
Taylor, Barbara
Stanwyck. Victor McLaglen,
Eily

Douglas

Wood,

Edward

P'^ll

-r,. Doug’ns

Fow-

ley, Alan Dinehart. J"bn (.'arradine, DeWitt Jennings, Willard Pobe’-tson. Robert M^'Wad'^. Rice
and Cady, Mary Young. Brian Donlevy, June
Terry. Frank Shannon. Director: William Seiter.
Original: Melville Crossman.
Screenplay: Allan
Rivkin.
WAR
LORI)
(WB) — with Boris Karloff, Shelia
Bromley, Ricardo Cortez, Douglas Wood. Selmer
Jackson. Richard Loo. James B. Leong, Beverly Roberts, Vladimar Sokoloff, Willard Robertson. Director: John Farrow.
AVINGS
OVER
HONOLULU
(Univ)— with Margaret Lindsay, Robert Spencer, Frank Melton, William Gargan. Maynard
Holmes, Ray
Milland,
.Jane

Wyatt. Jack Mulhall, Phillip Hurlick, Maynard Holmes, Mildred Grover, Louise Beavers,

Samuel S. Hinds, Margaret MeWade,
Kent Taylor. Producer: E. M. Asher.
Director: H. C.
Potter. Original: Mildred Cram.
bel Dawn, Boyce DeGraw.

Screenplay:

Isa-

COVERING
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PENNSYLVANIA

"SITDOWH" IN DETROIT FIZZLES
Detroit Delivery
Goes 100% Union
Detroit — Signing

of a contract

with

the

union by G. E. LeVeque of Cinema Service,
city film trucking company, halted a twohour sit-down strike of his drivers in the
company’s quarters in the film building
last Saturday. With Howard Craven already contracted with the union for his
Exhibitors’ Service, all of city delivery is
now handled by union drivers.
The scale calls for $35.00 weekly for
drivers, and $40.00 weekly for the foreman.
The contracts with the truck delivery
groups were negotiated for the union by
D. P. Erskine and Walter Markey, AFL
organizers, who have been in charge of
forming the Detroit Film Inspectors, Shippers and Poster Handlers’ Union.
Await

Home

Office

Response

Meanwhile, as forecast in Boxoffice last
week, the union has found it necessary to
deal with each individual exchange. Overtures have been made to all of the major
and independent companies by Erskine and
Markey, aided by an employes’ group,
whose names have not been divulged by
the union. The wage scale, as carried numerous times in these columns, has been
sent by branch managers to New York.
It was learned this week that many of
the company home offices may send representatives here to look over the situation
and possibly deal with the union. It was
understood that the union has set a deadline of this weekend as the final date for
active negotiations to begin.
The union was still encountering considerable opposition from M-G-M employes.
AUSTRIAN
Washington

— Word

FEE CUT
has

been

received

here of a reduction of 10 per cent in the
recent Austrian contingent fee increase
of 25 per cent against American films. The
French industry has announced intention
of withdrawing from the Austrian market.

Difference Over Discharge
of an Employe Is
Settled

Exchange Unionizing
Not by lATSE
Detroit — Though

reports

from

Detroit — The

other sections of the country are that
the lATSE is actively in back of the
AFL

film exchange union organization, Roger Kennedy, business ageyit

of the local operators’ union, this
week said that he had received no
word

from his mternational headquarters in regard to the situation.
“We naturally will give all our

moral support to any AFL activity,’’
said Kennedy, “but we cannot take
any active part until we receive word

Began

Trendle-Para. Pact
for DDT Renewed
management

contract

Determines

of

Union

Cleveland
Cleveland — No

2425

127

Time
has been

Demands

Are

Modified

A modification of the original demands
(Continued on page 16)

12805

KLINGENSMITH,

HYDE,

Marking

visible progress

in bringing to a head the unionization of shipping rooms of local exchanges,
and business in these departments is going on as usual without interruption.
Although it is a matter of common
knowledge that the shippers, inspectors
and poster clerks have signed up almost to
a man to join the Packers and Wrappers
Union of the American Federation of
Labor, no demands have been presented to
any of the local exchange officials.

Trendle is president and general manager of the local Paramount subsidiary,
which includes four first-run downtown
houses and eleven second-run and subsequent-run de luxe neighborhood theatres.

D. RICH,

Held

made

contract, it will be renewed. It is understood that the first year’s profit exceeded
this amount considerably.

LOEB,

Meeting

Another meeting of the film employes’
union was held Tuesday evening at the
labor temple here. D. F. Erskine, AFL
organizer, was in charge of the gathering.

Renewal

ELSIE

Monday

ing “by orders of the management.”

Stipulations of the agreement are that,
provided a minimum net profit is shown
at the end of each succeeding year of the

MIDEAST EDITION Is One of the Seven Sectional Editions
in Which BOXOFFICE Is Published Weekly. The Other
Six Editions Are: NEW ENGLAND, CENTRAL, MIDWEST,
WESTERN, SOUTHERN, EASTERN.

Strike

The shipping and poster departments
continued to operate at Paramount Monday, while the girls were out. However,
following closing hours, the shippers and
poster clerks remained in the building.
Four uniformed policemen kept everyone
away from the front and rear of the build-

George W. Trendle with Paramount for operation of the United Detroit Theatres here
has been renewed for another year and
official confirmation was expected this
week , Boxoffice learned authoritatively
here. Trendle returned last week from
Florida where he attended the Paramount
partners convention.
Trendle’s original contract is a five-year
management pact, the first year of which
was up Thursday, March 31. This is the
first renewal and will run until April 1,
1938.
Profit

protest strike of

The five girls on Monday, fortified with
food, matresses and other conveniences,
began sitting, declaring they would not stop
until the one girl was re-employed. The
mattresses were ordered removed immediately from the inspection room by the
bility.
fire marshall because of their inflamma-

from Washington.”

Detroit — The

sit-down

five Paramount exchange inspectors here
Monday over the dismissal of another girl
fizzled out Tuesday, with all of the girls,
except the discharged girl, going back to
work. A conference of the striking girls
with Johnny Howard, branch manager, late
Monday quickly disclosed the facts that the
girl was dismissed for insubordination and
not for alleged union activity, as AFL organizers had contended.

Cedar
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Road,

Cleveland
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Mich.,
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Ky.,
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Pittsburgh,
Randolph

Phone

Ohio.
Pa,

7978.

Highland
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Screeno Will Appeal
Detroit Restraint Writ
Detroit — In a sweeping decision, Circuit Court Judge Henry G. Nicol this week
declared Screeno, as it is used in Michigan, a lottery and granted a permanent
injunction restraining Jake Schreiber from
using the cash game in his Colonial Theatre as was sought by George W. Trendle.
Attorneys for Schreiber advised Boxoffice
that immediate steps for an appeal to the
Michigan supreme court will be taken.
Judge Nicol, in a detailed and lengthy
opinion,

written after oral and written arguments were presented before him, found
all the elements of lottery present in
Screeno.
“Indirect Consideration Sufficient”
Holding that even though Screeno cards
were presented to people anywhere in front
of the theatre whether they purchased
tickets or not. Judge Nicol wrote that “an
indirect consideration is sufficient, if the
other elements (chance and prize) are
present, to brand a game a lottery.” He
wrote that though such cards were given
free the fact that some persons paid admission to the theatre constituted enough
to have the element of consideration active
in the case.
The case was brought to court by Ray
Meurer of Meurer and Meurer, attorneys
for Trendle, and Morris Garvet, who entered the case with Meurer. Garvet has
been attorney for Ben and Lou Cohen in
their long fight to oust cash giveaways
from the Schreiber houses.
The
Judge

19)

Club

before

Wednesday

the

at the

Women’s City Club quarters on “Motion
Pictures, Block Booking and Other Phases

Maury Caplan of Metropolitan Motion
Pictures and ex-president of the Variety
Club is on the road to recovery at Henry

union

Ford Hospital. He’ll welcome a visit from
Barkers and all others in the industry.

organizer

and

that Andy

Har-

vey, associated with me, is not a union agitator," said Howard Craven,
of Exhibitors' Service, city film truck
delivery company, in a statement to
BOXOFFICE
this week.
Craven, who was first to sign up
with the union to pay his men the
scale, made this statement “to refute many undercurrent rumblings
that I have precipitated the union
activity in the film building."
“After we promised H. M. Richey
of Allied to raise our drivers as soon
as Detroit exhibitors agreed in the
raise in delivery prices we arranged,
I paid my
the

men

the scale, and

agreement,"

Craven

signed

said.

CONFERENCE SET
FOR MINORS

Marvin Townsend, genial Butterfield
booker, is doing nicely, we are told, in his
health battle at Herman Kiefer Hospital.
Earl Hudson

and

the Youth’s

Detroit got a lot
“MayJunior

More than 60 employes and their friends
(including wives and husbands) enjoyed
the initial party at the
Warner Club last week.

opening of the
Everything was

on hand for “a good time to be had
all,” including the 3-piece orchestra.

Capper

by

LAW

and

Capper’s

Foundation.

Hall for Oberlin
Oberlin — A new 300-seat auditorium will
be built by Oberlin College with money left
to the institution by a former graduate.
auditorium will be used for presentation of dramatic plays and also for exhibition of educational motion pictures.
Ground will be broken early in April.

store on

Woodward

Ave., featuring Bob Burns’ original “Bzooka” as a stunt for “Waikiki Wedding,”
which was the Easter week attraction at
the Michigan

Detroit

of United

of “400” goodwill when he previewed
time” for Grosse Pointers and
Leaguers last week.

A window that “stopped ’em” this week
was the one Earl Hudson rigged up in

Meeting with them were to have been
members of the Motion Picture Council of

page

of Allied spoke

Review

Detroit — “I want it positively
known in the industry in Detroit
that I am not and have not been a

to

on

H. M. Richey
Women’s

of the Industry.”
John Passafiume, who has been ill, is
back at his old post at the Fox Theatre
as assistant to Jack Hurford.

Nicol on the premise of unfair competition between the Colonial Theatre and
(Continued

J^ETROIT theatres are running trailers
for the benefit to be held for the police pension fund.

Howard Craven Spikes
Accusations

Detroit — H. M. Richey was to meet this
week with Heinrich Pickert, commissioner
of police, in regard to the proposed new
ordinance regarding admission of children
in theatres.

“Element of Skill Slight”
case was originally presented

DETROIT

Theatre.

Floyd Chrysler, M-G-M’s dynamic state
salesman, was one of the 13 salesmen in
the United States to win a platinum watch
as an award in the recent resales and
culation drive of the company.

cir-

Harold Robinson of Film Truck Service
is a recent sojourner back from the land
of sunshine — Florida to you.
Bert Tighe, who recently resigned from
RKO, is now state salesman for Universal.
Bert succeeds
signed.

The

Milton

Cohen

William

Sturgess

arranged

who

re-

a screening

last

week for Columbia’s “I Promise to Pay,”
a story of loan-sharks, to which he invited
members of the prosecutor's office, the
Better Business Bureau and loan company

CHASE

GETS

IMPERIAL

FRANCHISE

Cincinnati— -Maurice Chase has obtained
the Imperial Pictures franchise for this
territory which also comprises southern
Ohio and Kentucky. Chase was associated
with Universal in an executive capacity for
many years and more recently was Buffalo
and Cincinnati manager for First Division.

Gerald F. Rackett, a vice-president
and plant manager of Technicolor,
who was recently appointed executive
vice-president of the Society of Motion
Picture Engineers. He takes charge
of Pacific Coast
ganization.

14

activities of the or-

“IDIOT'S

DELIGHT"

SETS

RECORD

Cleveland — “Idiot’s Delight,” Pulitzer
prize play co-starring Alfred Lunt and
Lynne Fontanne, established a new 193637 attendance and boxoffice record at the
Hanna Theatre last week, according to
Manager William Blair.

executives.
Warren

Slee, M-G-M

exploiteer

work-

ing on “The Good Earth,” took time
(Continued on page 18)

HAVE YOU A
POLIIN
CY
CHANGE
~

HAVE

Sp*«d

pluc

YOU

A

speeial MESSAGE

allty is

POLITY

out

TO TELT ?

ya« wont
tall y a»r
Haveta yw
■»
potron& about on the greeny
Fifmock wni make four trailer

r MoUo

Ypur Nsiil
Try Us On
Order I

FltmnCK^\
a43 SOUTH

WABASH

. ^.^RRIlWtO

BOXOFFICE

CHICAGO.

ILLINOIS

:: April 3, 1937.

Cleveland 20th-Fox
Branch Remodeled
Cleveland — One

of the sights not to be

missed on a trip to Cleveland is the 20th
Century-Fox exchange which is entirely
new in everything except location.
What was a small entrance space in the
building at 2219 Payne Ave., is now a
spacious and dignified foyer, with stencilled walls, glass brick window trimmings,
and inlaid tile linoleum.
New

Projection

Mich. Dog Racing

Anti-Lottery Hearing
Continued
Cleveland

—

House

bill 348,

Will Re Opposed

de-

signed to render illegal the operation of all lottery plans in Ohio, was
heard Wednesday before the house
judiciary committee and the hearing
was continued until next week.
Ernest Schwartz, president of the
Cleveland MPEA, and M. B. Horwitz, Cleveland circuit owner, spoke
against the bill.

Detroit — H. M. Richey,

work for its defeat in the senate.”

Room

The second floor, devoted to office space,
has been entirely remodeled and refurnished.
Manager I. J. Schmertz has retained the
front space for his private office, but has
dressed it up with new carpet and furniture. District Manager George Roberts
is now located in the north end of the
building formerly used as the projection
room. City Salesman David Davidson is
also provided with a private office in the
same section of the building where the
GB offices, under the management of Joe
Loeffler, are located.
(Continued

on page 18)

manager

“While the bill is not one to worry over,”
Richey said, “still we have enough amusement competition already and we plan to

A newly constructed addition to the east
of the building is the company’s new projection room, equipped with the latest type
upholstered chairs, sound equipment and
screen.

general

of Allied, is planning an active campaign
against the current dog-racing bill before
the Michigan legislature. The measure has
passed the house and is now before the
senate committee.

GN DRIVE

FOR

BOOKER
Cleveland — For

the

Forbid

WOMAN
IS UNIQUE
first time

in local

history, a special drive is being initiated
in honor of a woman.
Specifically, Grand National has established April as Mae Vincent Month.
Miss Vincent is head booker of the
Grand National exchange in Cleveland. It
is anticipated that the booking drive, named in her honor, will put Cleveland way
out in front, nationally.
So here’s a chance for northern Ohio
to break into print with a big success
story — provided the exhibitors get back of
the drive and give the girl a chance to
make the headlines.

Look ahead

Animal

Exhibits

Another bill, indirectly affecting exploitation in the theatre field, is that introduced last week by Senator Samuel H.
Pangborn, Bad Axe Republican. It is a
conservation department bill a’nd forbids
the exhibition of any wild animal in connection with any business, or for the purpose of attracting any trade, or as a prize
in the operation of any game or device, or
for soliciting alms. Should this be passed
it would eliminate many of the old-school
publicity stunts, such as wild animal tours
and lobby displays.
Action

on “Divorcement”

Allied’s divorcement
majors are fighting in
the senate committee
soon be placed before

Awaited

bill, over which the
Ohio, is still before
in Lansing. It may
the body for action.

to

WEATHER . . .
Don't let your patronage get away from you again this summer. A
National Sirocco Air Conditioning System offers you the COOLING
EFFECT that will protect your boxoffice against the loss of patronage
and profit. We offer you the greatest dollar-for-dollar value ever before presented in a guality-made, quiet and economical cooling and
ventilating system — priced right for your theatre. Did you get our latest "Comfort Cooling" broadside — just out? If not, ask for it. Call up,
write or come in and get our 1937 theatre cooling proposition today.
Remember — We're here to serve you on EVERYTHING
your theatre may need.
CLEVELAND
2112 Payne Avenue
Phone: Prospect 4613

PITTSBURGH
1721 Blvd of the Allies
Phone: Grant 4630

CINCINNATI
1637-39 Central Parkway
Phone: Main 6581

DETROIT
2312-14 Casa Avenue
Phone: Cadillac 2447

THEATRE

in equipment

SUPPLY

COMPANY

EVERY
STORE
A
LOCAL
INSTITUTION
NATIONAL
REPUTATION
TOR
RELIABLE
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WITH
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SERVICE
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Need "A" Product
to Combat Slumps
Detroit — The

recent

lean season

caused

by the strike situation in the auto city has
forced many circuit and independent exhibitors to complain anew over the large
number of class B and C pictures and the
lack of big class A films.
“The slump caused by the strikes in Detroit,” said one executive who would not
permit use of his name, “emphasizes again
our dire need for more class A pictures.
In such periods we need more pictures of
the T-must-see-that-tonight’ group.”
“Slack periods will always be with us,
whether due to economic strife or holiday
seasons such as Lenten,
he added. “However, if
with a sock and name
soften the hard knocks
now suffers with only

which just passed,”
we have something
value to it, it will
that the boxoffice
mediocre pictures

that we have to offer our patrons.”

PITT AREA HOUSES
MARK GOOD FRIDAY
Pittsburgh — Numerous

Open at Wampum
Pa. — H. L. Fry presented

talk-

ing pictures here at Wampum for the first
time Monday, the event being the opening
of the Wampum Theatre, closed for more
than six years. The house has been remodeled and renovated.
Fry is connected with the park amusement business in Ohio.

in the

URLING, DAVIS EYE
NEW MARTINSVILLE
Pittsburgh — W.

B.

Urling

and

George

C. Davis, tri-state circuit operators, will
enter into exhibition at New Martinsville,
W. Va., at an early date, according to
reports here. Plans have been completed
for the construction of the new theatre, it
is understood. New Martinsville’s present
theatre is the Lincoln, operated for many
years by Dr. A. L. Koontz
man.

Wampum,

theatres

territory were dark Good Friday, many
remaining closed from noon to 3 p. m. and
others without performance throughout the
day. Most of the exchanges closed at noon.
Sodality of the Blessed Virgin Mary of
Holy Innocents Church had sent out a request for this observance at theatres. The
day was sacredly commemorated with
services at several theatres in the territory.

and Bert Mulhe-

from page 13 i

is unofficially stated. Instead of the wage
scale set up at the first meeting of the
group, it is reported that they will ask for
a $5.00 a week increase for all workers in
their classification, establishing top and
minimum wages above and below which no
demands will be asked.
Double time on Sunday, said to have
been included in the original schedule, is
also out, according to reliable information.
It is also understood that exchanges will
be classified as to the amount of product
handled so as to establish an equitable
scale of wages.

Rachiele Into Blawnox
Pittsburgh — Harry

Rachiele

has

ac-

quired the Maryland Theatre, Blawnox,
which reopened this week under his management. The Blawnox house has been
operated for a number of years by D. H.
and Myra Boyd. Rachiele is a theatre
owner and operator at Sharpsburg and
Derry, Pa.

Metroites on Air
Hollywood — Jeanette

The striking similarity between styles
of today and those worn hy the welldressed woman in 1917 is illustrated
by Dorothy Beal, left, wearing the
latest in 1937 apparel, and Terry Walker, costumed in an outfit designed
by Miss Beal and worn by Miss Walker
in “23 1/2 Hours Leave,” the wartime
story produced by Douglas MacLean.
After making a careful study of the
style trends of twenty years ago Miss
Beal discovered that fashions then
and now compare very favorably.
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MacDonald,

Metro

star, was to appear Friday on the Hollywood Hotel radio program. Hunt Stromberg, Metro producer, also was to appear
as guest on the Louella Parsons’ CBS show.
The program was to feature a scene from
the Metro musical, “Maytime.”
DIPSON

ON EUROPEAN

Pittsburgh — N. D. Dipson,

pARAMOUNT’S
Oulahan
is chairman
for the Will Joe
Rogers
Memorial
Fund
drive, set for April 30. An all-star short
is offered free to exhibitors agreeing to
make a collection, which supports a hospital for the needy of the stage and screen.
A handsome scroll is also given to contributing members of the fund, based on
the following scale: $10 from each theatre
seating under 500; $15, under 1,000; $20,
under 2,000; and $25 for houses with 2,000
seats or over.
Reservations are beginning to pour in
for the Bookers Frolic and Dance at the
Hotel Alms, April 20. Admission is $1.55
with a de luxe dinner and all the trimmings. Joe Goetz, or any booker, will cheerfully relieve you of the price.
Frank Cooper is opening a new house at
Piketon, O. . . . E. G. Hall has opened the
Hall Theatre at Cattlesberg . . . Joe Stern
and William Karnap will reopen the Eastern Theatre at Ironton. It was decided
to close the Southside permanently in this
town.
Bill Bien of Theatre Posters Supply is
back from two months in Florida with a
coat of tan that is the envy of the Row.

Strike Fizzles
(Continued

CINCINNATI

TOUR
veteran

cir-

cuit operator, left last Friday for a tour
of Europe. He will be absent from his
office at Batavia, N. Y., for a period of
six or seven weeks.

United Artists’ Max Stahl and his family are off on a mid-season vacation with
Stahl’s mother who lives in Farrell, Pa.
Jack Shea, Shea Enterprises, New York,
was here. Others calling at the Row included: Dale Woodmansee, Opera House,
Felicity; Robert Boag, Lyric, Brooksville,
and Harry Lashinsky, Ohio, Cambridge,
and Seneca, Senecaville.
Verlyn Copas reopened the Strand
Portsmouth March 28. The Empress
Portsmouth was reopened March 20.

at
at

‘‘Cloistered," booked into the Taft as a
heavily. pre-Easter attraction, grossed
special
“Three Smart Girls” was returned for a
fifth week by popular demand, according
to H. Whitmar of RKO offices. Over 100
telephone calls were received requesting
the feature be shown again.
Stanley Jacques, who has returned from
a successful tour of the W. Va. territory,
reports business men in the coal areas
greatly concerned over the labor situation.
Contracts with miners expire April 1 and
negotiations between miners and owners
will include consideration of the 30-hour
week; also a two weeks vacation with pay.
Motion Picture theatres are operated in all
the large mining towns by the companies
owning mines.
The New Thought Temple, Cincinnati,
at loss for room for their Easter morning
worshippers, solved the problem by using
the Paramount and Orpheum theatres,
located in the immediate neighborhood.
The minister went from one theatre to the
other giving the sermon. Both theatres
belong to RKO, under Arthur Frudenfeld,
general manager.
Ralph

Kinsler of Grand

National

has

closed Lexington’s first run, also Welsh,
W. Va.
BOXOFFICE
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PITTSBURGH
■pENJAMIN Kalmenson, Warner
manager, who recently added the
territory to his jurisdiction, was a
visitor at the branch exchange here
interest of the Grad Sears Drive.

FILM IS SALVAGED
FROM PLANE WRECK

district
Albany
recent
in the

When Frank Panoplos, Clairton exhibitor, sailed on Saturday ior an extended
visit in Greece, he took along a new 16mm.
movie camera and his regular still kodak.
Mrs. Panoplos will be in charge of operations at the State during his absence.
Motion picture trade lost a good friend
recently when Attorney William D. Grimes,
former city solicitor, passed away.
R. B. "Bob” Freeman of Erpi announces
that a new Mirrophonic unit replaced the
former equipment at the local Nixon Theatre for the engagements of "Lost Horizon”
and "The Good Earth.” Other new installations of this equipment include the Stahl
Theatre, Homestead, purchased by J. E.
Stahl, and the Hilltop Theatre, city, purchased by Alex Moore and Morris Finkel.
Abe Rottenstein, operator of the West
Aliquippa Theatre, says that his will be a
June wedding and that he and the brideto-be will honeymoon on a long motor
trip.
Joe Lefko, for many years a well known
local film salesman, has resigned his position with GB.
Ruth Miller, local ghl who formerly produced stage shows at the Stanley Theatre and later at the Alvin, has opened her
own lingerie and hoisery shop at 528 Penn
Ave.
A lottery sponsored by the city, with
Bank Nights, door prizes and cash awards,
proposed to city council by Frank M. Roessing, works director, in an effort to make
the North Side Market House popular, and
asking for an appropriation of $5,000, was
rejected when the plan was tabled by
the finance committee.

Pittsburgh — Film

and John Oglietti, Leechburg
hibitors, are sporting new cars.

ex-

Ed Elder, veteran West Virginia film
man, will be starting out on a new sales
-tour of the Mountain state within a few
weeks, this time representing Monogram
Pictures of Pittsburgh.
Pennsylvania

censors have changed

Pittsburgh — Among

"The Spanish Civil War.” This is not
"Spain in Flames,” another similar subject which has been barred by the state

BOXOFFICE
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on

the

local exhibitors

England’s most popular comedienne.
Grade Fields, arrives in Hollywood —
umbrella and all — to confer with 20th
Century-Fox on details of her new
contract with that studio. She will
make at least one picture here before
returning to her own country.

who

celebrate Moss’ twentieth anniversary in
the motion picture industry.
Ira H. Cohn, local branch manager for
20th-Fox, will head the delegation.

Moreels Selling
Pittsburgh — E. C. “Eddie”

Moreels

is to

start out on his initial sales trip for Warner
this week. With the local exchange for the
past nine years as a member of the accessory department, Moreels was recently promoted by Harry A. Seed, branch manager,
to a newly created sales post. He is covering the main line territory. Succeeding
to his post as accessory sales manager is
Bob Munn, formerly Moreels’ assistant.

Welansky on Committee
Pittsburgh — Ben

Welansky,

local fran-

chise holder for Monogram Pictures, has
been named as one of ten members of an
advisory committee for the company, D. J.
Selznick, manager, announces. Welansky
and Selznick will attend the Monogram
Pictures convention in Chicago, May 6
and 7.

Renovate Imperial
Imperial,

Pa. — The

Imperial

Theatre

has

been extensively renovated and redecorated. Harry Schmidt is operator.

AIR CONDITIONING & HEATING SYSTEMS
FABRICATED

TO YOUR

POLAR

REQUIREMENTS

AIRE SYSTEMS

INSTALLED

IN 6000 THEATRES

Some of Our Recent Installations in the Pittsburgh Territory:
State, Uniontown, Pa.
Robinson Grand, Clarksburg, W. Va.
Metropolitan, Morgantown, W. Va.
Roosevelt, Pittsburgh, Pa.
Palace, Tarentum, Pa.
Orpheum, Connellsville, Pa.
Hiehle, Parkersburg, W, Va.

Rialto, Pittsburgh, Pa.
Paramount, Connellsville, Pa.
Palace, Parkersburg, W. Va.
Rex, Shinnston, W. Va.
Colonial, Buckhannon, W. Va.
Hollywood, Weston, W. Va.
Grand, Duquesne, Pa.

— Now Being Installed —
Sewickley,

Sewickley,

Pa.

Grant, Millvale, Pa.

LET OUR AIR-CONDITIONING ENGINEERS ESTIMATE YOUR COST
(No Obligation)
Any of the Above Exhibitors Will Vouch for the Excellence of the
Equipment and the Economy in Operation.

A. & S. STEINBERG

censors. "The Spanish Civil War” is on
view downtown at the Art Cinema.
George F. Callahan, president of Exhibitors Service Co., returned to his office this
week following a six- week vacation in Cali( Continued on next page)

here

will journey to Philadelphia for the testimonial dinner to be given in honor of
Edgar Moss, 20th-Fox district manager, on
April 19, are A1 Weiss, Mark Browar, Ben
Amdur, C. J. Latta, Ben Steerman, Harry
M. Kalmine, Harry Feinstein and Tony
Stern. Others are expected to make arrangements to attend the affair which will

the

title of "Spain in Revolt,” a three-reel
subject handled by Royal Pictures, Inc., to

route

PITT DELEGATION TO
MOSS TESTIMONIAL

Charles Kiefer and Charles Flinn, “the
original screen doctors,” specializing in
screen resurfacing, are headquartering at
the American Poster Supply Co.
Guy

en

TWA Douglas airliner, which crashed near
here Thursday night killing 13 persons, was
delivered without loss or damage to Exhibitors Service Co.
Newsreel cameramen rushed to the scene
of the tragedy but could not use flares for
lighting because of the large quantity of
spilled gasoline. Jim Alexander, Universal;
Walt Thomas, Pathe, and Ken Woodward,
Paramount, were the first on the job.
Others arrived by dawn when cameras were
allowed ten minutes to record the scene of
the crash.

82 Van Braam Street
WE

HANDLE

A COMPLETE

PITTSBURGH,
LINE OF THEATRE

PA.
EQUIPMENT

ATlantic 6156
AND

SUPPLIES
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CLEVELAND

CLEVELAND EXCHANGE
HIGH IN METRO DRIVE

TERRY Steel of the Apollo Theatre, Ober^ lin, donated his theatre and the entire
show for a benefit performance for the
occupants of Pleasant View Sanitorium on
April 1. “Poppy” was the feature attraction. . . Saul Bragin, head booker for Warner theatres in this zone, got back from a
southern cruise just in time to greet a
snow storm.
Julius Lamm, president of the local Warner Club, announces a dinner dance to be
held at Monaco's on Monday, April 5.
Tickets for non-members may be procured
from Evelyn Friedl in the offices of the
Warner theatre department.
Jack Shea of Shea Chain, Inc., was in
town last week arranging bookings for Shea
theatres in this territory to take care of
the next several months . . . The Strand
at Fremont and the State at Ashtabula,
both Shea houses, reopened March 27.
Frank Gross, local exhibitor, returned
from two weeks in Florida leaving his traveling companio7i, M. B. Horwitz, there for
another week . . . Shandor Klinger of the
Klinger-Stotter-Berkowitz circuit is having a once-over at a local hospital.
Nat L. Lefton, Republic franchise owner,
is expected back this week from his second
Florida vacation . . . Ray Allison and the
boys of the Shaker Theatre are looking for
appropriate ideas to incorporate in honor
of the theatre’s first birthday on May

7.

Frank Greenwald, manager of the Norwo d, a Paul Gusdanovic circuit house, is
laid up with a flu cold . . . Sam Stecker of
Associated Theatres is back from Florida
. . . Abe Kramer of the same organization
preceded him by several days.
Jack O’Connell of the Ohio Theatre,
Toledo, was discovered around the exchanges the fore part of the week. Other
visitors were Ralph E. Bishop. Virginia
Theatre, Carrollton, and B. Raful of
Youngstown.
Nat Wolf, Warner zone manager, is holding a series of meetings with his managers.
This week he meets with the northern Ohio
managers in Cleveland. The following
week he will meet with the southern Ohio
managers at the Netherlands Plaza Hotel
in Cincinnati.
Holbrook C. Bissell, distributing Imperial
Pictures in northern Ohio, made a successful trip out into the territory last week,
bringing back contracts for both Imperial
Pictures and Epilogues.
Without increasing its number of seats,
Loew’s Stillman Theatre has increased its
seating capacity by moving its screen back
25 feet. This makes even the front row
seats desirable.
E. S. Elgin has introduced Movie Sweepstakes into the State Theatre, Uhrichsville.
SCULLY
New

AND

ROGERS

York — John

Cleveland

M-G-M

ex-

change won third place in the company’s
15-week drive ended February 27, with results just announced.
Frank D. Drew, branch manager, wins
a $300 cash prize for general efficiency,
with his associates receiving one week s
pay. This includes Office Manager B. D.
Stoner; Salesmen Eddie Brauer, Eugene
Vogel, Jack Sogg and Bookers Phil Harrington, Dean Banker and Dorsey Brown.
Eddie Brauer was the only man in the
country who walked off with three prizes
in the drive. In addition to participating
in the general efficiency prize, he headed
the race in closing all possibilities, and he
was included in the list of the top twelve
salesmen of the organization.
Jack Sogg was also in the list of the first
twelve outstanding salesmen, in recognition of which both he and Brauer are the
proud possessors of gold wrist watches presented with the compliments of M-G-M.

Loew Installs RCA
Cleveland — RCA

sound

equipment

is be-

ing installed in all local Loew theatres.
The Stillman Theatre completed installation last week. This week work is being
done at the State, with installation at the
Park and Granada following as soon as
possible. James M. Mullins, local RCA
sales representative, is supervising the installations.

branch

premiere of GB’s “Silent Barriers” at the
New Criterion here.

(Continued

Reward Ed Gallner
New

York — For his campaign

on Samuel

from page 14)

last week to arrange a screening for Metro’s two-reeler on the constitution, “Servants of the People.” The gathering of
naval officers and prospective recruits he
arranged at the preview garnered nice
space in the Detroit Times.
H. M. Richey and family spent Easter
weekend with his parents at Auburn, Ind.
A mix-up in dates resulted in only two
games last week in the Film Bowling
League with Amusement Supply as usual
taking three games, this time from Republic, while Columbia won two from Film
Truck. The other two games will be played
later.
The RKO exchange will be in charge of
the Variety Club luncheon Monday. Last
week about fifty Barkers attended the
Chaplains’ Day Luncheon.
George W. Trendle of United Detroit
Theatres was re-inducted into office Monday as one of Detroit’s fire commissioners.
He was recently reappointed by Mayor
Frank Couzens.
Alex Schreiber is another sojourner back
from Miami, Florida, with a coveted sun
tan.

PITTSBURGH
(Continued

from preceding page)

fornia. During his absence the film trucking was managed by his son, George jr.

Goldwyn’s “Come and Get It” at Canton,
Ohio, Ed Gallner, United Artists exploiteer,
has been awarded the prize personally offered by Monroe W. Greenthal, director of
UA advertising and publicity.

Attractive Miss Katherine Hawley, booker for Consolidation Coal Co. of Fairmont,
W . Va., was a recent Filmrow shopper. She
books for theatres at Acosta, Jenners and
Gray, Pa., and Carolina and Ida May, W.

Remodel Exchange

Va.
M. P. Harwood, playdate auditor for
Warner Bros., is here on business at the
local exchange.

(Continued

from page 15>

Air-Conditioning

System

Something altogether novel in Cleveland,
although generally adopted in the newer
exchanges, are the individual booking
cages. They are provided with double
desks for the convenience of both booker
and exhibitor and are separated from each
other by glass partitions.
A tier of windows facing east is one
of the big features of the renovized exchange, but probably of greatest value to
the employes is the air conditioning system for the entire building including the
projection room.
District Manager Roberts and Manager
Schmertz invite inspection of the exchange.

ARE BACK

Scully, Boston

manager for GB, and Ben Rogers, head
of the New Haven branch, have returned
to their territories following the American
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Cleveland — The

DETROIT

ROCHESTER
Rochester,

AMUSEMENT
Pa. — Rochester

CO. CHART
Amusement

Co. has been chartered by the state, incorporators being Mayer and Amil Winograd and Fred H. Cook.

The Joe Ornsteins, including the recent
arrival, were visited over the weekend by
Ralph Smolen, theatre operator of Rockaway. Long Island. Cashier at the 20thFox exchange, Joe is happy all-the-day’round since becoming a daddy.
Art England, Bank Night representative,
postcards from Miami that he and C. J.
Latta of the local Warner Bros, theatres,
are having a great time on their fishing
trip. They have the proof to back up the
fish “stories” they will spring when they
return here.
Milt Frankel has been named
ant to Bob Munn, new head of
ner Bros, accessory department.
places Eddie Moreels, who has
moted to a sales position with the

as assistthe WarMunn rebeen procompany.

Fred J. Herrington, William Walker

and

William Brown, members of the MPTO’s
legislative committee, were in Harrisburg
on another visit with the lawmakers this
week.
BOXOFFICE
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STEINBERGS SIGN
GLASSNER TO STAFF
Pittsburgh — A. &

S. Steinberg,

theatre

equipment and supply dealers, have acquired the services of R. M. Glassner, experienced air-conditioning engineer, who
is supervising the installation of complete
cooling, ventilating, heating and air conditioning equipment at a number of theatres
hereabouts.
Formerly connected with the Claridge
Fan Co. with factory at Kalamazoo, Mich.,
as one of this firm’s leading engineers,
Glassner has made a thorough study of
air-conditioning’s application to modern
theatres. Installation of a cooling system
at the Paramount studios. Long Island, was
done under his supervision, and his many
years in air-conditioning work at theatres
has given him a vast experience in this
field. At present he is supervising the instal ation of complete air-conditioning and
heating systems at the Grant Theatre,
Millvale, and the Sewickley Theatre,
Sewickley.
Edward Jacobson, who is in charge of
the construction work for A. &. S. Steinberg, has completed 18 jobs for them. All
air-conditioning installations are under the
personal supervision of Glassner and
Jacobson, combining the skill and workmanship of the scientific and mechanical
requirements.
Numerous installations of Polar Aire
systems by the firm last season, together
with new systems now being built to requirements and many new inquiries and
with estimates being quoted, a record number of new heating and air-conditioning
installations at theatres throughout the
territory is predicted.

"23 "/2 HOURS LEAVE"
CLICKS AT PREVIEW
Pittsburgh — Exhibitors

who

witnessed

a screening of Douglas MacLean’s “23 V2
Hours Leave,” starring James Ellison, are
exceptionally well pleased with this feature
comedy. Recent preview was arranged by
Jules Lapidus, local manager for Grand
National Pictures.

Those oldtimers in the trade who well
remember the original silent version of
“23 V2 Hours

Leave,”

which

skyrocketed

Douglas MacLean to screen fame (a historic “sleeper” in the industry, if there ever
was one), are enthusiastic about the new
production from the Mary Roberts Rinehart story. Jimmy Ellison, star of the
Harry Sherman western productions for
Paramount and recently seen as Buffalo
Bill in DeMille’s “The Plainsman,” scores
a decided hit as the “rookie” on leave. The
picture is hand-tailored for special tieups
with American Legion and V. F. W. Posts
and other organizations of this nature.
Made for laughing purposes only, this is
an outstanding comedy production, exceptionally well cast and directed. James
Ellison, handsome star, is headed for boxoffice heights, exhibitors agree after viewing “23*/^ Hours Leave.”
Lapidus states that Grand National has
another winner in “Girl Loves Boy.”
BOXOFFICE
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Several Pennsylvania
Bills Await Passage
Pittsburgh — An

Screeno Will Appeal
(Continued from page 14)
Trendle’s State Theatre, first-run double
bill downtown house. Nicol, in answering
charges of S. Brooks Barron, Schreiber
attorney, that the houses were not in competition wrote that “it is not the plaintiff’s
(Trendle’s) duty to prove damages to entitle it to injunctive relief but rather that
irreparable damage to its business will occur if the unlawful act complained of is
allowed to continue.”
Barron argued before Judge Nicol that
“Skilful Screeno,” as the game is termed
in Michigan, required skill because the
player had to add up figures on the card.
Nicol, in his decision, wrote that “while
I do not believe that defendants’ counsel
will seriously contend that the ability to
add two or three numbers on a card could
be called skill, however, the element of skill
is slight here compared to that of chance.”
Screeno

to Fight

Ouster

While Ray Meurer and Garvet, who handled the Trendle case, prepared this week
to go ahead with additional cases to oust
Screeno and even Bank Night from other
Detroit theatres, Barron emphatically said
that “we will fight to the last ditch. Skilful Screeno is purely an interesting game
and no lottery whatever. We feel confident the supreme court will concur in our
thoughts,
and reverse judge Nicol’s decision.
Meurer said that his next steps will be
to have the injunctions restraining the police department and Prosecutor Duncan
McCrea’s office from interfering with
Screeno and Bank Night dissolved in circuit court.
Affects

Only

Schreiber

House

This decision by Judge Nicol, it was
said this week, affects the operation of
Screeno in Schreiber’s theatre only, and
that it may continue in other houses. Barron is planning to seek a court order staying the injunction against Schreiber until
the supreme court passes on the decision.

Beacon Reopened
Pittsburgh— Beacon

Theatre,

formerly

the Princess, Squirrel Hill, reopened Easter
Sunday, presenting Universal’s “Three
Smart Girls,” after having been closed for
a week for extensive remodeling and redecorating.
CARTOONS

AT SELECTED

Cleveland — Selected

Pictures

Corp.

will

distribute the series of “Old Sam” color
cartoons in this territory, according to the
deal made with Astor Pictures Corp.

act which

would

provide

that “certain amusement places are not
liable for
imposed herein,”
introduced intothe
the tax
Pennsylvania
legislature
by
Messrs. Brigerman and McGee, is a measure to amend section one of the act, approved May 20, 1913 (P. L. 229), entitled
“An act defining and regulating public
amusements, and places used therefore,
requiring and regulating the licensing
thereof, restricting the scope of certain
acts of Assembly relating thereto, and providing penalties for violation of this act.”
Only the new title of the bill was available
here at press time, with the proposal before the committee on ways and means.
The act is known as house bill No. 1626.
Representative Dougherty has introduced
an act, house bill No. 1752, which would
repeal existing laws prohibiting the granting licenses for the sale of vinous, spiritous,
malt or brewed liquors to certain places
of amusement or to places connected with
such places of amusement. The measure
is in the hands of the committee on state
boards.
Rest

Bill

Before

Governor

Pennsylvania’s act, house bill No. 928
and senate bill No. 457, having passed both
bodies, the measure is before the governor
for his signature. This act requires persons employing others in or about motion
picture theatres to allow them at least one
calendar day of rest in each calendar week.
Individual act, requiring one full day of
rest each week for projectionists, has passed
the house and has passed second reading
in the senate, where it is known as senate
bill No 383, and has been recommitted to
the committee on labor and industry.
Gross receipts tax act, having passed the
house,
has passed first reading in the sen470.
ate, where it is known as senate bill No.
Chain

Tax

Senate

Hearing

Chain store tax act, which passed the
house when Governor Earle cracked the
whip, is in the senate before the committee on finance. There will be a public
hearing in the senate chamber on April 6
at eight o’clock on this measure, senate
bill No. 655. Harrisburg reports have it
that there is a possibility that the bill will
be
tres.amended to include a tax on chain theaThe 40-hour week bill announced by the
Administration has been abandoned.
House bill No. 796, introduced by Representative Yourishin, which would amend
the public school code, provides for the
licensing of motion picture operators at
schools where motion pictures are exhibited. Committee on education is studying
this measure.
Pennsylvania federation of labor, in convention at Harrisburg, is urging the passage of numerous labor measures which
would affect motion picture exhibition.
All other measures, formerly reported in
Boxoffice,

remain

in status quo.
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JUST OFF THE PRESS!
The 1937

FILM DAILY
YEAR BOOK

Weighs over 6 lbs.
Contains nearly 1,300 pages.
Beautifully bound.

of

MOTION
The

largest

Film

and

most

PICTURES
★

comprehensive

volume

in the long

series

of

Daily Year Books is now being distributed to paid subscribers of The Film Daily. The 1937 book, 19th edition, contains nearly

1,300 pages of valuable reference material. Among the many items
of interest are included: PICTURES — 16,170 titles of features released since 1915 showing distributors and Film Daily review
dates;

Features released during 1936 with casts and credits; Features and short subject series released during 1936, arranged by

distributing

companies;

serials

released

since

1920

showing

stars,

directors and years of release; a list of features imported from foreign countries during 1936; a compilation showing producers and
distributors of short subject series. PERSONNEL — Names, addresses,
telephone numbers, cable addresses, officers, department heads
and

boards of directors of important film companies; another
tion with the addresses and manpower affiliated with studios

secand

production organizations; Officers and directors of clubs, guilds
and oraanizations associated with the motion picture industry.
PERSONALITIES— The 1935 and 1936 work of 3,124 players, 218
producers, associate producers and supervisors; 281 directors; 809
authors; 635 screenplay writers; 181 cameramen; 196 film editors;
152 music composers and supervisors; and 27 dance directors.
LISTS — A complete equipment Buying Guide; feature producers,
short subject producers, cartoon producers, industrial producers,
newsreel, theatre supply dealers, laboratories, color processes,
trailers,

insurance brokers, projection rooms, agents and managers, play and story brokers exchanoes (including names
of

managers and product handled). THEATRES — Complete list of
theatres in the United States and Canada arranged by state and
provinces; separate list of circuits with four or more theatres.
FINANCIAL — Summaries of all motion picture companies whose
stocks ore listed on financial markets. FOREIGN — Exporters and

Your Check for $10.00
Will Brins You This

COMPLETE

importers' outlook for 1937; international survey of film markets.
EXPLOITATION — Complete manual of tested exploitation stunts;
showman's calendar. AGENTS' TELEPHONES
of players, directors
and writers. LEGAL — Court decisions of 1936 compiled and digested by Herbert T. Silverberg. BIRTHDAYS
AND BIRTHPLACES
of important film folk, and 1,001 other items of interest.
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Every day except Sunday,
covering the news of the
industry; reviews of features and short subjects
equipment; a
publication
every exhibitor needs.
SHORT
SUBIECT
QUARTERLIES
Four times a year; an issue
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exclusively to
Short Subjects, giving reviews, programs, exploitation ideas, in fact, everything about shorts.

DIRECTORS
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NEW UNION SEEKS WAGE ACCORD
Labor

Conn. Admission
Tax Hearing Set
Hartford — Following

further

hearing

on

the two-men-in-a-booth bills, H. B. 800
and H. B. 795, and the Sunday theatricals
and vaudeville bills, S. B. 349 and S. B. 993
by the judiciary committee on April 8, a
hearing by the finance committee on S. B.
507 concerning theatre admission tax, has
been set for April 13.

Record Registration of
580 at MPTOA Meet
New

York — Attendance

at the re-

cent convention of the Motion Picture
Theatre Owners of America in Miami
surpassed all previous annual meetings, according to a final tabulation
of registration made this week by the
MPTOA office here. There was a
total of 580 registrations and the
banquet drew 730, the latter figure
including many of the Paramount
theatre associates who held a meeting in Miami at the same time.

107o Assessment

The latter bill imposes a tax of one cent
for each ten cents or fraction thereof of
the amount paid for admission, to be paid
by the patron, on or after July 1, 1937. All
places of amusement, including theatres,
sports arenas, cabarets and restaurants
having floor shows are included. In the
latter classification, the tax would be based
on 20 per cent of the check. A similar tax
would be placed on club dues and initiations, but charitable institutions, military
service organizations and non-profit musical and cultural events would be exempt.
Tax

Commissioner

in

Charge

Under the provisions of this bill, exhibitors would be required to keep records
for one year or until the tax commissioner
has checked the same. The tax commissioner is empowered to regulate the method of
printing and selling tickets. Monthly returns under oath, unless the tax is under
$10, would be required, accompanied by
the tax collected. Penalties are prescribed
for omission, delinquency and fraud in the
matter of returns. The tax on boxing and
wrestling matches is also raised from 5 per
cent to 10 per cent by this bill. Filing of
certificate of ownership of business before August 1, 1937, is also provided.
CORRECTION
Boston — The

correct

telephone

numbers

of the Wholesome Film Service, Inc., on
48 Melrose St. are Hancock 0155 and Hancock 0156. By error, these were given incorrectly in the March 20 issue.

Me. House Defeats
Sunday Show Bill
Portland,

Me. — After debating

the meas-

ure for two d8,ys, the house of representatives March 25 defeated a bill legalizing
Sunday motion picture shows by accepting,
95 to 44, a minority “ought not to pass”
report from the legal affairs committee.
Defeat of the bill was effected shortly
after a fiery address was made by Rep.
Clifford E. McGlauflin of Portland who
declared that if the bill were passed it
would affect harmfully future generations
and “offend the sensibilities of thousands
of Christian men and women of this state
who believe Sunday is a sacred day.”

Dogtrack
Boston — Work

in Metheun
on a dogtrack

in Metheun

started last week, following the granting
of a permit for pari-mutuel dog racing by
the board of selectmen. The application
was introduced unexpectedly, so that opposition was not given a chance to form.
Announced plans to apply for a permit in
nearby Peabody had been abandoned a
few days previously because of rising local
sentiment. James J. Carney, former president of the Merrimac Amusement Co.,
heads the Metheun enterprise.

NEW ENGLAND EDITION Is One of the Seven Sectional
Editions in Which BOXOFFICE Is Published Weekly. The
Other Six Editions Are: MIDEAST, CENTRAL, MIDWEST,
WESTERN, SOUTHERN, EASTERN.

in Boston Exchange

Preparing Uniform
Scale
Boston — A standard

wage

agreement

for

shippers, rewinders and inspectresses of
this New England film center is being
drawn up by the Boston Film Exchange
Workers Union, Local 20450, it has been
learned upon reliable authority. Although
it is understood that a number of local
motion picture establishments have already
offered these workers wage increases, it
remains to be seen whether or not demands for a uniform wage scale for shipping and inspection departments throughout the district will be met amicably.
Higher

Wages

Will

Be

Sought

It is almost a certainty that the newly
formed union is going to make a strong
demand for higher wages in a number of
instances. Improved working conditions
will also be sought in some cases.
No matter which way the wind is blowand exhibitors still coning,tinue
distributors
strongly in their opinion that if
there had to be a union, the American
Federation of Labor was by far the best
organization with which to ally it. Memories of the stormy meeting which the
CIO called in the district are still potent.
Independent exchanges are skeptical of
being able to abide by a standard wage
scale if one is adopted. Considerations here
are financial.
“I’d like to pay my kids more,” one
toldtoBoxoffice,
head do
independent
on
all it’s
keep them “but
all I could
been
the past few weeks. There wasn’t enough
work to keep them busy, that’s sure. If
the union demands more money, I’ll have
to let them go, that’s all.”
Wage

Scale

Is Low-

Reports that a standard wage scale is
being sought by the new union has increased exhibitor tension. Trouble seems
imminent, according to one theatre owner who, although he declared that too
many exchanges are paying low wages to
such employes, is of the opinion that at
least some of the major distributors are
(Continued on page 19)
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HUB FILM UNION
ELECTS OFFICERS
Boston — Ann Early has been elected recording secretary of the Boston Film Exchange Workers Union, Local 20450 of the
AFL. A tie with Mae Rogers resulted in
the first count of ballots.
This outcome results in somewhat of a
coincidence. Although the various names
on the ballot were not arranged in alphabetical order, it was the first name in the
race for each particular office, with one
exception, that won the nod. Gilbert
Houghs of M-G-M was named to the executive board, although two opponents were
before him on the printed ballot. Each
other office winner headed his respective
slate.
A nominating committee met with Business Manager James Burke, according to a
union member, and selected the nominees
from a list nominated from the floor. The
president and vice-president were the sole
candidates for those offices mentioned on
the official ballot, although blank spaces
were left below their respective names
where the name of other candidates might
have been written in.

FTP Moves
Boston — The local Federal Theatre has
finally moved into the heart of the Hub
Theatre district, occupying the Majestic
on Tremont St. This former legit house,
used occasionally as a roadshow stand in
recent years, has been generally closed for
the past few years. The Federal Theatre
formerly was housed in the Repertory and,
later, in the Copley.

Picket Law Proposed
Boston — A
Massachusetts

law

has

been

legislature

filed in the

that

would,

HOW
Did

Benchley Redeem
the Hats?

Portland,

your

name?”

she popped

"Veterans

The

of Foreign

same

legalizing

in-

“Yeah,”

he assented,

“It was

Governor

talking

of

committee

from

Lottery

pools.

was

re-

upon

betting

on

the
dog

also reported

operating
Bill

adversely

person, firm, asexcept residents
pari-mutuel

Retabled

A

bill creating a state lottery was retabled in the Maine house of representatives March 23 by Rep. Randolph Weatherbee of Lincoln.
An

unfavorable

minority

report on a bill

which

opponents said would allow participants in amateur Sunday sports to receive
compensation was accepted by the house

to?”

still fishing.

o

frowned

of pari-mutuel

Maine”

without

Curley!”

National in Scope
Local in Service

groups,

on a bill to prohibit “any
sociation or corporation

by Stork Club hatcheck blondes. He beckoned to his mate, although it developed
later that she was even more broke, not
even having one moth ball.
I was

Wars

organizations to conduct public entertainments on Sunday for profit, the proceeds

Her husband was conducting an exploring expedition in his pockets at about this
time and was able to locate only two cents
and one moth ball, both of which are regarded with a certain amount of disinterest

“Did you see whom
she gurgled.

if

racing and reported against a bill to permit “fraternal, religious and educational

polite-

‘Curley’,” Benchley

which,

ported as “legislation inexpedient.”
No Sunday Charity Shows

to The
go tocommittee
charity.”
“Or, just call me
vited.

measures

A measure to legalize “beano” or “bingo” games, opposed by Maine churches
and supported by the American Legion and

not necessarily by other men’s wives.
Anyway, the conversation and the Club
specials had been flowing for upwards of
a half-hemisphere on the clock when suddenly the lady in question remembered they
had never been introduced.
ly. “What’s

Me. — Four

passed, would have injured theatre exhibitors in Maine were disapproved March 24
by the legislative legal affairs committee
in its report to the Maine legislature in
session at Augusta.

Boston — A former local industry executive and his wife were recently in a convivial mood at the Stork Club in New York.
The missus had wandered to the bar and,
when her executive looked up, was engaged
in conversation with a film gent known as
Robert Benchley. In fact, this gent is said
to be more or less well known, although

ac-

cording to its sponsor, “further define and
legalize picketing.” Morris Berson, Socialist candidate for the office of attorney
general last year, is back of the measure.

INIMICAL THEATRE
BILLS FAIL IN MAINE

TO TIP

debate. The report had
cepted previously in the senate.

been

ac-

Will a strike affecting all New England be
the result of the new Boston Theatre-Exchange Workers Union?
How will the seven anti-trust suits filed in
Boston affect your business?

BO XOFFICE
0
F
F
1
C
E
SEND

What last-minute
legislation should
you take a stand

YOUR RENEWAL
CHECK NOW
for the
ENGLAND EDITION

NEW

against?
Will

Gerald F. Rackett, a vice-president
and plant manager of Technicolor,
who was recently appointed executive
vice-president of the Society of Motion
Picture Engineers. He takes charge
of Pacific Coast
ganization.
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BOSTON
TOE CIPRE, the district’s youngest equipment veteran, is counteracting a winter
spent in Florida by supervising night work
at Loew’s Orpheum whose 2,970 upholstered seats are being removed between evening and morning shows.
Leland Bickford, local radio news service
head who has been blasting dog racing locally over broadcast wavebands and before
the legislature, appeared before the State
Senate Finance Committee of Maryland
last week to testify against dog racing,
which track men are endeavoring to legalize there.

Make

Your

Air
1
Conditioning
Bring

William White, prominent amusement
concessionaire, died at Old Orchard Beach,
Me., last week at the age of 71.

Greater

Martin J. Mullin, Sam Pinanski, M. and
P. Theatres Corp. partners, were expected
back from Miami this week. Herbert Glidden, head of the accounting department,
has been with them.

PROFITS

The Capitol Theatre Supply Co. has installed new projection lamps at the Harvard Theatre in North Cambridge.
Holy Week

reminded

more

than a few

film men of the song. “Holy Night, Silent
Night . .
Business was becalmed.
Fred Rush has been promoted to chiefof-service of Keith’s Memorial by Manager
George French. Rush replaces Cal Wilson
who has taken over a managerial position
in Vermont.
Sam Seletsky, secretary of the Motion
Picture Salesmen Club, called a special
meeting of the organization at the Grand
National exchange last Saturday. Each
member has been taxed for ten tickets for
the group’s charity dance at the Bradford
April 2. Tickets for members are obtainable from Nellie McLaughlin at Grand National.
Joseph Lunny, formerly of the staff of
the Orpheum, is to be at Fenway Park this
summer.
Edward Tyler is rounding
the I. J. Fox Fashion Show.

up stars for

Rudolph Bruce
York last week.

was in New

of M-G-M

Danial J. Honan,
tive, is backing a
sionaires to inform
(Continued

Winthrop representabill to require concesthe public when tips
on next page)

A gust of frost is no more welcome
to your patrons than the hot street
they leave .... Noise is taboo . . . .
Uniform temperature, scientifically
gauged and maintained, plus silent
distribution, will leave pleasant
memories of comfort and constantly
tempt your patrons to return . . . .

See NATIONAL
For the Best the Trade Has
THEATRE

SUPPLY

COMPANY

Pardon, Mr. Ehrlick
Boston — In the

“This

Week

We

Meet’’

column March 20, featuring Jack Granara
who is the publicity manager of the RKO
theatres in Boston, it was inferred that
Joseph Longo is Mr. Granara’s assistant.
This position is held by capable Joseph
Ehrlick who has been with Granara for a
number of years, first working with him at
the local Loew’s exploitation offices where
both were assistants to Joseph A. DiPesa.
Joe Longo, brother of John Longo of
Buck Printing, is the present assistant
manager to Mr. DiPesa.
BOXOFFICE
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Transfers at Warner

CYL-CHAMPLIN FINDS
ART EXPORT MARKET
Goodside, opAbrahamTheatre
to Strand
_^CCORDING
here, a
erator of the
900-seat theatre is being remodeled by Saul
Hayes, who operates the Strand at Boothbay Harbor, and will be ready for opening some time in June. The house is
to be used entirely for stock company
productions.
A new marquee, new carpets and new
seats are being installed at the Lincoln
Theatre, Damariscotta.
J. Harold

Stevens, Paramount branch
the Adolph Zukor dinattended
manager,
ner at the Waldorf-Astoria, March 29.
Shortly after landing in New York
March 23 at the end of a honeymoon trip
to Europe, Newell Kurson of the Graphic
circuit left for Middlebury , Vt., where he
was to have opened the Middlebury Theatre on March 27. The Kursons are making their home in Bangor.
Unless something unforeseen happens,
theatre interests are confident the luxury
tax bill, now in committee, will be tabled
shortly.
The Community Theatre at Liberty, Me.,
will be opened about April 10.
Clarence

Millett, operator of the State

Theatre at Bridgton, reports “Swing High,
Swing Low” played to the highest gross
on March 22 and 23 of any picture since
“One in a Million.”
Sam Kimball, who operates the Limerick
Theatre at Limerick, opened the Odd Fellows Hall at West Buxton last week and
plans to open the Springvale Theatre at
Springvale, Me., about April 5. Kimball was
in at the Paramount exchange this week
making bookings.
Aroostook county exhibitors will be indirectly affected by a bill signed by Gov.
Lewis O. Barrows levying a tax of one per
cent per barrel on potatoes, the proceeds
to be used to advertise and stabilize the
industry. The county is expected to produce a $37,400,000 crop this year.
The marquee at the State Theatre here
is to be repaired soon.
Jerry Govan of the Boston M. & P. office
accompanied A. J. Moreau, M. & P. branch
manager, on a booking trip around the district this week.
Louise Hayes, a Wheaton College student, spent the Easter holidays with her
parents, Mr. and Mrs. Saul Hayes of
Boothbay Harbor. Hayes operates the
Strand at Boothbay.
Russell Mack ran a triple-feature bill
(Continued on page 20)

CADILLAC
—
OLDSMOBILE

LEO

LA SALLE

S. I. McNEILLY

16

0321

sold

a

was impressed by Cyl’s work and wrote to
Boston to inquire if the RKO brush-andpaint mug would make a trademark for
his product and for how much. Cyl wrote
back how much and said if it were agreeable, yes.
The trademark shows a drayman carrying two boxes of beer. Cyl explained that
Norwegian beer cases resemble those milkbottle containers American milkmen use
to awaken customers early in the morning.
He promised that if some sample cases
were forthcoming from Europe, he would
assemble a film party to awaken some
milkmen.

PLANS PROGRESS
FOR ALLIED MEET
New

Haven — Plans

are

in

full

swing

for

the Allied eastern regional conference to
be held at the Hotel Garde, New Haven,
Monday, April 5.
Among the visitors expected are Abram
F. Myers, Sidney Samuelson, Nathan
Yamins, A. Steffes, and several others
prominent in organization affairs.
The committee in charge of arrangements for the session and entertainment
of delegates consists of Martin Keleher,
Dr. J. B. Fishman, Joseph A. Davis, Ralph
Pasho and Maurice Shulman.

Five UA Reissues
New

Haven — Connecticut

uting Co. will handle

Films

Distrib-

the reissues of the

United Artists features; “Rain,” with Joan
Crawford and Walter Huston, “The Bat
Whispers,” with Chester Morris and Una
Merkel; “Street Scene,” with Sylvia Sidney, and “Closed Door,” with Barbara
Stanwyck and Zasu Pitts. These will be
released starting in May.

the

transfer

of

Ar-

BOSTON
(Continued

from preceding page)

given their employes are eventually pocketed by the concessionaires and not the
employes. It was accorded a favorable
committee report.
A nominating committee has been preparing a tentative ballot for the coming
Boston Friars Club election.
Irving Zussman, head of Metro Premium
Co., has been in Chicago.
Jean Rogers, Universal star and Boston
beauty contest winner, better known here
as Eleanor Lovegren, has been visiting in
the Hub at 35 Vincent Ave. She starred in
“Mysterious Crossing,” which recently concluded a run at the RKO, Boston.
Leo Britton, independent exchange owner, was to have been in New York the
first of this week.
Mike Thomas, local premium and film
distributor, has been ill with the grippe.
Harry Asher, national head of Epilogues,
Inc., returned to Boston from New York
this week.
Kenneth Douglass has had the repair
shop of the Capitol Theatre Supply Co.
shut off from the rest of the building by
steel grating. Visitors have inadvertently
retarded work which has been at nearcapacity this year, he explains.
Fred Walters, Universal publicist, was in
the Hub last week, conferring with Jack
Granara at the RKO publicity offices.

CAL
Boston — Cal

WILSON
Wilson

has

UPPED
been

appointed

manager

of the Capitol Theatre in Middlebury, Vt. He was formerly chief-of-service at Keith’s Memorial here.
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^ THE FILM OF THE HOUR!
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“HUNDREDS

DEAD

IN NEW

LONDON

SCHOOL

DISASTER"

Danger Threatens New England High Schools

Book “HIGH
BAY

CO.
LON

Hepburn

painting by Charles William Cyl-Champlin, RKO Theatres display artist here, to
a brewery in Norway. Or, at least, her
head sold it. Or is this becoming too
complicated?
Charles William Cyl-Champlin, also
known as Cyl, recently made a pastel head
of Miss Hepburn for a lobby display. The
work was eventually reproduced in a trade
art magazine, a copy of which somehow
found its way into the hands of a Scandinavian brewery head. This gentleman

Haven — With

thur Roche, Warner salesman, to the Boston office, Michael Anderson, office manager and booker for the past five years,
has been promoted to salesman of the local
exchange. Angelo Lombardi moves up to
office manager and booker, together with
Victoria Cusanelli. Sidney Levine, former
poster clerk, becomes assistant booker.
The change was effective last Monday.

SCHOOL

GIRL”

Clergy and Civic Groups Applaud this Timely Censorprool Revelation
of Pitfalls of Puppy Love.

CUMMINGS

Connected with one of the largest
firms in New
England.
LON

Boston — Katharine

New

5848

STATE

50 Melrose Street

FILM
DEVonshire

COMPANY
7843
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CAPITOL THEATRE
tLA NEW ENGLAND ORGANIZATION
NEW ENGLAND EXHIBITORS

FOR

BOSTON,

MASS.

28-30 PIEDMONT

STREET

•

NEW

HAVEN

Jl^LL hands back from the Miami MPTOA
convention report a great time, but
hard on the bankroll.
Imagine Lon Phillips’ surprise when,
coming out of the Edison Hotel, Miami
Beach, he saw what looked like a ticket
on his car, and found that Al Robbms had
driven by, recognized the car, and left a
note.
With attendance at 5,500 and Harry
Shaw at his best as emcee, the annual
Home for the Aged vaudeville show at the
Arena was a grand success.
A7id now auditions are in swing for the
annual Town Topics revue, at the College,
a fuie example of school-theatre-newspaper cooperation.
About this time, film men manage to
sneak in a cruise here and there . . . The
Morris Nunes just returned from Nassau
and Havana on the S. S. Britannic . . .
B. E. Hoffman back at his desk after a
short trip to Bermuda . . . George Rich of
the Palace, Stamford, looking fine after a
sojourn in Central America . . . The Bob
Russells in to New York for a few days
to do the shows and night clubs . . . Max
Tabackman climaxed his Miami Beach stay
by flying to Havana and back, over the
weekend.
This week’s sick report-. Gladys Rocks,
National secretary, recuperating at home
after an operation and expected at work
in ten days . . . Mrs. Maxwell Hoffman,
operated on for appendicitis at Grace Hospital last week . . . Ray Killoy still home
with a troublesome knee . . . Hannah Ginsberg of the Warner Office, recuperating
slowly at home.
Edward Ruff and
the Paramount office
dinner in New York
toria. The local office
in the Zukor drive.

Henry Germaine of
attended the Zukor
at the Waldorf Asstill in fourth place

CONN. MPTO SLATES
APRIL 6 MEETING
New

Haven — The

Connecticut

MPTO

will hold a regular meeting Tuesday noon,
April 6, at the HofBrau Haus, with Irving
C. Jacocks jr. presiding. Edward G. Levy,
executive secretary, will give a convention
report, and preparations will be made for
legislative hearings in Hartford on various bills of interest to theatre men A directors’ meeting was held Tuesday, March
30, in the Liberty Bldg.

New Haven Film Find
New

Haven — Reported

a

real

find

Albright Talk Slated
Portland,

Me. — Roger

Albright

of New

York, a representative of the MPPDA, was
to be the principal speaker for the youth
conference here April 3. The conference
is being held under the auspices of the
Youth Council of the Cumberland county
branch of the YMCA.
LENA

SIRICA

Waterbury — Funeral

SERVICES
services

for

Mrs.

Lena Sirica, who operated the Lyric, later
the Lido, for the past 20 years, were held
last Friday. Mrs. Sirica, who was 58, died
suddenly of heart failure. She is survived
by a daughter, Mrs. Fred Quatrano, a son
William, who is a student, and a son John,
in charge of several Daly theatres.

Edward M. Fay of Fays circuit, and Archibald Silverman and Edward L. Reed of
the Strand represented Rhode Island theatre interests at the 25th anniversary dinner tendered Adolph Zukor at the Waldorf-Astoria, New York City, March 29.
Empire Theatre is putting on a “Revival
Week” April 10-16 with bookings based on
requests turned in at the boxoffice by patrons. “Thin Man” is leading the list of
films at this writing.

Shea’s Theatre, Valley Fall, R. I., dark
for over a year, has been taken over by
Lou Frey of Boston who plans to open the
house around April 1.

“Pop” Stanzler, who operates houses in
Wakefield and Narragansett Pier, came
back last week from his winter stay on the
west coast considerably improved in health.

Shea’s Paramount, Newport, had Rita
Goddard's dance school revue as its Easter
week added feature, an annual booking.
RKO-Albee

is putting extra heavy advertising out on “At Home Abroad,” the
condemned Shubert revue which opens for
the circuit here Thursday, April 1.

L. & J. Remodeling

SHOCK

FATAL

Boston — Billy Van

and

Jacobson’s

TO BILLY VAN
is dead.

Known

in

real life as William Lincoln, the former
stage performer died in Auburn, Me., last
week at the age of 64. A shock was said
to have been the direct cause of death.

The proposed construction of a theatre
in Putnam for leasing by Henry Phaneuf
has been postponed until the fall.
Jeanette Berliner, back from several
days in Boston, where she worked on bookings, is enthusiastic about New Havens’
chances for the $1,000 prize in the Grand
National drive.

WATCH

OUT

• DON'T MISS THESE BARGAINS
SECOND-HAND THEATRE

Construction going full blast on Ted Jacock’s new Branford 700-seat house, with
three walls up already.

18

WEEK was one of the best in theatre history in Rhode Island, with both
first runs and neighborhood houses coming through the period better than usual.
Theatres in Newport and in the Pawtucket
Valley closed on Good Friday but these
were only shutdowns in the state during
Lent. Easter Sunday somewhat off in first
run houses in this city, possibly explainable by store strike of previous Saturday,
with postponed shopping on day before
Easter cutting into boxoffice patronage.

American Theatre is in the process of complete remodeling and enlargement. The
back wall has been broken out for more
space, and reseating and redecorating are
being estimated, under the direction of
Modern Theatre Equipment.

Morris Joseph has to borrow Universal
prints as far west as Denver these days,
the bookings are coming in so fast on his
twenty-third Anniversary Week.

Katherine Brennan of the Republic office is celebrating ten years in the busi( Continued on page 20)

HOLY

Bridgeport — Levine

Jerry Mascoli of the Cameo, Waterbury,
reported to be involved in a night automobile accident in which a pedestrian was
killed.

The N. C. Wrisley quarters completely
rearranged and wired to make room for
new lines.

by

film talent scouts, Sally Winston, New
Haven torch singer, just returned from a
successful night club engagement in Bermuda, has been scheduled for a voice test
in New York in the near future. Screen
tests already completed are said to be
unusually good. Miss Winston visited relatives in the city over Easter.

PROVIDENCE

CHAIRS
TION.
—
Scott R. Dunlap, vice-president in
charge of production for the new
Monogram Pictures, who has eight features now in preparation on the announced schedule of 26 for 1937-38.

IN GOOD

CONDI-

2000 to Select From

—

See LILA IZEN

Wholesome Film Service, Inc.
HANcock 0155-0156
48 Melrose St.
BOXOFFICE
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ROYALTY PAYMENTS
AVOID GAME SUIT
Boston — Bank

Night

BILLBOARD CONTROL
ISSUE IS DEFERRED
Boston — The

litigations brought

against the Hudson Amusement Co., headed by George Marked, and against Richard Rubin of Saugus have been dropped,
coincident with the payment of back royalty assessments, according to local Bank
Night headquarters. Contracts were renewed in both instances, it was stated by
the same source.
Several other suits for the collection of
allegedly-due royalty payments are now in
the courts. One of these is against the
Campello Corp., operating Keith’s in
Brockton, while another names the Reading Theatre Corp. as defendant. Leo Trask
and Morris Pouzzner, respectively, head
these corporations. Similar suits will be
filed unless Bank Night users fulfill the
terms of their contracts, Roy Heffner,
Bank Night franchise owner, states.

Wage
(Continued

Accord

up. If there’s a strike, where
in?”

Operators

Are

do I head

“They know what it’s all about,” this
officer said. “We’re new to the game.”

New

Haven

Exchange

Union

Haven — In possession

Elects

of its local

charter, the new AFL unit of exchange
employes met on Saturday afternoon and
appointed temporary officers. John F.
Gatelee, international organizer of the
lATSE and Motion Picture Operators, reported on the Boston union, the first exchange group to be organized with a membership of 361, which represents approximately 70 per cent of the total number
eligible in that city, its election of officers and preparation for formulation of
demands. In New Haven an intensive
drive will be made for membership and another meeting was scheduled for Friday,
April 2, at which time Frank Fenton, New
England AFL organizer, and several of the
new Boston exchange officers were to
speak.
Meantime, rumors of a CIO meeting to
be held on Saturday also, did not materialize, although there was talk in the exchange building of further activity.
BOXOFFICE

has

CONN.
England’s most popular comedienne,
Grade Fields, arrives in Hollywood —
umbrella and all — to confer with 20th
Century-Fox on details of her new
contract with that studio. She will
make at least one picture here before
returning to her own country.

Bridgeport — A

Short Shift Falls
Boston — A

resolution

to

PROPOSES
RESIDENCE

memorialize

Congress in favor of a five-day week and
a six-hour working day has been rejected
by the Massachusetts senate. It was first
killed by a vocal vote, then by a rising vote
of 10 to 6, and finally by a rollcall vote of
17 to 15.

bill designed

TAX

to tax

the

incomes of persons who make their money
in other states, but maintain homes in
Connecticut is scheduled to be submitted
to the general assembly about the middle
of April.
Strongly affected by the measure will be
the members of the various theatrical
colonies in the state, as it will mean the
paying of a federal income tax, a New
York income tax and a Connecticut income tax. Stage and film folk who maintain homes in the state are largely centered around this city and are making
plans for a strenuous campaign to keep
the
stage.bill from getting beyond the committee

Helping

Business and policies of the Boston Film
Exchange Workers Union is being left in
the hands of a few of the leaders of the
Moving Picture Operators Union, Local 182,
veteran projectionist union that organized
the fledgling, according to a BFEW officer. One of these leaders is James Burke,
veteran business manager of the projectionist organization who has also been
elected business manager of the latter
group.

New

house

that would be adopted by the various municipal governments.
A bill for appointment of a special committee to study the question was rejected.

from page 13)

not going to be dictated to by these lower-paid workers.
“I want to see the shippers and the
others get a break,” this theatreman affirmed, “but, on the other hand. I’ll have
to keep getting my shows on time or close

Massachusetts

put over to the next annual legislative session a bill providing that the supervision
of billboards in the Bay State be given to
local authorities. The department of public work regulates them at present. The
house had previously refused to accept an
unfavorable committee report on the measure. It was argued that adoption of the
bill would bring about confusion and difficulties because of differences in rules

:: April 3, 1937.

Remodel at Worcester

JACK

Worcester — Loew’s Plaza, closed for more
than two years, will be entirely remodeled
and will reopen as a second run house
about April 10, with Bob Portle, present
assistant at the Elm St., as manager.

USED

GOLDSTEIN

Boston — Jack

WITH

Goldstein,

UNIVERSAL
who

resigned

as publicity manager of the local RKO
theatres to become national exploitation
head for United Artists, has been appointed
Universal publicist for the Mid-Atlantic
territory.

CHAIRS

(WHILE THEY LAST)
SALE
FOR
Specifications — SEATS: Spring Edge, Uph.
BACKS: Insert Panel, Uph.
UPHOLSTERY: Spanish Leather.
STANDARDS: Cast Iron.
HINGES: Silent Operating.
WOOD: Mahogany Einish.
HAT WIRES: Yes.
AGE: Sufficient to Prove Their
Quality.
CONDITION: See Them.
PRICE: $3.50 & $4.00
44 Winchester Street
BOSTON

JOE CIFRE, Inc.
"SERVING

THE

INDUSTRY

SINCE

ITS INCEPTION"
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Demolishing Globe

BRIDGEPORT

New

pRANCINE LARRIMORE was in town to
catch “In Praise of Husbands” at the
Park.
The Cameo went into a split week policy and then reverted to a full week program.

Humphrey Doulens was among the
guests at that reception Lily Pons gave at
her New York apartment.
Mrs.

Haven — The

Edgar Lynch, Cameo manager, has
“EL” license plate on his automobile.

an

PORTLAND
(Continued

from page 16)

Theatre

closed

Permit Hits Snag

Morris Rosenthal, wife of the Majestic manager, is back from Miami.

Hot weather may find air conditioning
equipment installed at the Loew Poll.

Globe

on Easter Sunday, in order that demolishing and rebuilding activities might begin
at once in preparation for occupancy by
Crawford Clothing Co. This downtown last
run has been in operation for the past 20
years, with Edwin A. Raffile as manager.
Raffile will continue in the employ of the
Slepack interests, who owned the theatre,
as manager of real estate holdings.

Bridgeport — Although

the board

of ap-

peals granted a permit to erect a theatre
at 1388 North Park Ave. to Arthur Blank,
Mayor McLevy subsequently questioned
the legality of the composition of the
board, and a rehearing has been ordered.
It is expected the board may meet on April
5. though no definite date had been set at
this writing.

Frank Lloyd, Paramount producer-director
who has known the thrill that comes with
the winning of three Academy awards, adds
another

plus vaudeville at his Colonial Theatre this
week but does not plan to make a habit of
it.
Portland theatre exhibitors got a break
from the local news sheets this week when
the Press Herald began a new amusement
page, devoting the entire space to entertainment. Heretofore the page has been a
hodge-podge of stories ranging from banking to vaudeville. This makes three complete pages the theatres have daily.

Through

the

cooperation

of William

“Bill” Freiday, business manager of
Better Homes Exposition, and operator the
of
the Deering Theatre here, the State management was to have arranged a display
of stills showing the interiors of various
stars’ homes, on the main floor at the Exposition Bldg.
John Lomac, assistant manager of the
Columbia Theatre at Bath, was one of the
star players in a basketball tournament
held at the Portland Athletic Club this
week.

The Star Theatre bowling team of Westbrook defeated the Maine Theatre team of
Portland by 39 pins recently.
Among visitors to Filmrow: J. T. Lotus
of Stayidard Theatre Supply Co. and
Julius
Conviser, who also visited in Biddefo
rd,
Waterville, Bath and Rockland, Me., and
Dover, N. H.; Sam Seletsky, Rep.; Isadore
Saxton, GN, and Timothy O'Toole. Columbia.

Colby Robinson of the Rialto. Westbrook,
opened a small theatre in Yarmouth last
week but closed the house after one night.
The

Strand Theatre here has temporarily changed its opening day from Thursday
to Wednesday.

A Paramount short subject received a bit
of good publicity in the Portland Evening
Express

this week

when

a picture of Count

Von Zuppe, who appeared in the wrestling
sequence, was snapped at the Paramount
branch offices inspecting the film. J. Harold Stevens, head of the exchange, John
Divney and “Chick” Hayes of the Maine
Theatre, where the short is being shown,
were also in the pix. The stunt was arranged by Harry Botwick of the State.
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Named
New

by Motiograph

Haven — Modern

Theatre

Equipment

has taken over representation of the Motiograph projector for Connecticut territory. Lou Phillips is planning a formal
announcement and opening, with a series
of demonstrations for exhibitors in the
near future.

TO

DISTRIBUTE

Boston

—

TOM

Atlantic

TYLER

Pictures

Boston,

with headquarters here, and Connecticut
Film Distributing Co. of New Haven will
handle the distribution of the eight Tom
Tyler westerns for the New England territory through a deal closed with Astor
Pictures Corp. of New York.

RETURN

RUN

FOR

Boston — “Ecstasy,”

"ECSTASY”

which

had

a

21-

week run at the Park Theatre here, was
booked for an indefinite return date run,
starting Easter Sunday.

LYRIC

TEMPORARILY

Bridgeport — Loew’s

has

CLOSED
closed

the Lyric

until next fall, following the failure of
burlesque, operated by the lessee, to hold
up.

Austria Cuts Film Fee
Hike 10 Per Cent

“Maid of Salem,” chosen by members of
the National Screen Council as the best
film released during February.

NEW
(Continued

for foreign-made films has been reduced by 10 per cent. Under the
previous fee assessment French film
companies would have withdrawn
their product from Austria as no
longer marketable at a profit. The
effect on Austrian film exports would
have

been adverse, since France provides a small but profitable market
for the Austrian product.

from page 18)
for

Harry

Nat Furst moved his family to Boston
on Monday, following his promotion to the
change.
managership of the Boston Warner ex-

a

The Mayfair, Terryville, lost its lights for
whole hour one night last week.

Arthur Lockwood has some good fish
stories as a result of a deep sea expedition
in the Gulf of Mexico, under the guidance
of old-timer Sam Rosen.
Jack Byrne was rush-called to a managers’ meeting in New York at the office of
W. A. Scully last Thursday.

Milton Hyams is fondly talking of a vacation in St. Louis, where his only daughter now resides.
S. R. Kunkis, legal writer, was in New
Haven with Vice-President McGill of CBS,
and visited Ben Cohen of the College.

“Captains Courageous,” originally booked for the Poll on April 9, has been pulled
for roadshow.
Julius

Washington — The recent 25 per
cent hike in Austrian contingent fees

HAVEN

ness. She worked previously
Arthur and Tiffany.

SERIES
of

honor to his list — the plague presented him by Boxoffice as producer of

Myers,

owner

of the

Franklin,

Springfield, and Majestic, West Springfield, was a visitor along Meadow St.

Bill Brown, booker for the Stamford Peskay theatres, has been on leave on account
of illness.

JIM WEIST
Hartford — Jim

DIES IN N. Y.

Weist, who

left the man-

agership of Warner’s Regal Theatre a few
months ago, died suddenly in New York
City last week.
BOXOFFICE
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CITY ACTS TO HALT GIVEAWAYS
Easter B. 0. Record

Buffalo — Exhibitors

for Broadwaij Shows
New

York — Augmented

by a record

in-

flux of out-of-town visitors, holiday
throngs in a spending mood crowded the
Broadway first-run houses over the Easter
weekend, giving several theatres a “new
all-time Easter Sunday attendance record”
with the above-average takes continuing
for the early part of Easter week.
First on the list was the Paramount
where “Waikiki Wedding” shattered the
Easter weekend record hung up last year
by “Desire.” The theatre was forced to
open its doors earlier to accommodate waiting crowds on Monday, the house surpassing all previous attendance records for
that day by 1,275 admissions, according to
the management.
Attendance at “Top of the Town” at the
Roxy rose above any Easter weekend mark
set in the past ten years, while “Seventh
Heaven” at the Radio City Music Hall on
Sunday passed the holiday mark set in
1936 by “Little Lord Fauntleroy.”
Other Broadway film theatres benefiting by a cold Easter Sunday and strong
attractions were the Rivoli, where “History Is Made at Night” attracted large
crowds the entire week, the Strand with
“The King and the Chorus Girl,” and the
Capitol in its second week of “Maytime.”
KALISKI,
New

GIVEN

York — Joe

RETURN

Kaliski,

GB

branch

manager in Washington, and Herb Given,
manager of the Philadelphia exchange,
have returned to their territories following
the American premiere of GB’s “Silent
Barriers” at the New Criterion here.
ITO MEETS
New

York — Due

APRIL

to the

7
absence

Commissioner in Buffalo
Threatens License
Revocation

Anti-SRO Measure
Is Fought

from

town of a number of exhibitors on account
of the Jewish holidays, the Independent
Theatre Owners Ass’n has postponed its
next regular meeting to April 7.

in Buffalo and

western New York have taken up
arms against the enactment of the
Rossi hill, now pending in the New
York state legislature, which would
amend the penal code by prohibiting
the sellmg of a ticket for a seat in an
amusement house or other place of
public assembly without having such
a seat actually available. It would
make the penalty for violation of not
less than $25 nor more than $100 for
each offense.
The drive to block enactment of
this bill has been opened by J. H.
Michael, chairman of the MPTO, representing some 400 theatres in the
Buffalo area

Eminent Figures
Pick Ampa Awards
New

York

— Important

figures

in the

magazine and advertising agency fields
head the judges committee to select the
best advertisement designed for the public
for one of the Ampa advertising awards
to be announced at the dinner dance of
the association on May 1. The committee
is composed of H. B. Lequatte, president
of the New York Advertising Club; Henry
R. Luce, editor of Time magazine; J. P.
Cunningham, vice-president of Newell-Emmett Co., Inc. advertising agency; Howard
Black, advertising director of Life; Lester
Thompson, MPPDA; Karl Egge, advertising director of Bloomingdale Bros.; G. C.
Bacheller, vice-president, Frank Presbrey
Co., and Fulton Oursler, editor of Liberty
magazine.
The judges’ committee for the best poster award includes Leonard London, art
director of Outdoor Advertising, Inc.; Lucian Bernhard, artist and modern poster
stylist; Adolph

EASTERN EDITION Is One of the Seven Sectional Editions in Which BOXOFFICE Is Published Weekly. The
Other Six Editions Are: NEW ENGLAND, MIDEAST, CENTRAL, MIDWEST, WESTERN, SOUTHERN.

Treidler, dean

of Ameri-

Buffalo — Bank

Nights

and Bingo

parties

in Buffalo theatres will be a thing of the
past after midnight, April 3, under an
order issued by Commissioner of Police
James W. Higgins.
The

commissioner has instructed captains to notify theatre owners and operators in their respective precincts that unless Bank Nights and Bingo are stopped,
steps will be taken to revoke the license
of the theatre violating the order.
Commissioner Higgins declared that under Chapter 34, Section 8, of the city ordinances, licenses of theatres can be revoked
if the laws are being violated. Furthermore, he declared, the director of licenses
has agreed to revoke licenses if it is proven
at a hearing that a lottery was being carried on in a theatre.

UNCLE SAM MOVING
ON TICKET BROKERS
New

York — The

United

States

govern-

ment on Thursday moved against agencies handling legitimate theatre tickets for
allegedly holding out an estimated
90 per cent of the taxes due on more than
2,000,000 admissions sold annually through
such channels in New York. Pour agents
were arraigned before a U. S. commissioner
and warrants for the arrest of more than
30 others were issued. According to unofficial figures, the government is losing
nearly $500,000 a year in taxes on tickets.
can poster artists; C. E. Millard, one of
the first theatrical poster artists; Dean
Uptegrove, Richardson, Alley & Richards
advertising agency, and Heyworth Campbell, advertising art consultant.
The ticket committee for the annual dinner dance is headed by Herb Berg, chairman; Ray Gallagher and Marvin Kirsch.
The exhibit of poster and other motion
picture advertising and display material
submitted for awards will be held on the
second floor of Loew’s State building here
April 26 to April 30 inclusive.

ALFRED L. FINESTONE, Eastern Editor, 551 Fifth Ave.,
New York, N. Y., Phone Vanderbilt 3-7138. PRESCOTT
DENNETT, Bond Bldg., Washington, D. C., V. W. MORROW, 73 W. Eagle St., Buffalo, N. Y.

Consolidated Strike
Holds; Yates Operates
New York — With both sides refusing to
grant concessions, the Consolidated Film
Laboratories’ strike was deadlocked at
midweek. Herbert V. Yates, head of the
concern, had succeeded in replacing enough
strikers to resume normal operation.
10 Point

Program

The

attempt to compose differences between Consolidated and the striking employes is said to revolve about the following demands: Union recognition, a 40hour week, reinstatement of discharged
employes, time and a half for overtime,
seniority rights, two weeks’ vacation with
pay, a three-day minimum work week, a
three-week sick leave with pay, a one-hour
lunch period and an agreement that union
employes will not be dismissed without a
hearing before a grievance committee.
Though Robert Murray, United organizer
who called the strike, claimed to have obtained a 100 per cent walkout, Herbert
Yates, head of Consolidated, said less than
40 per cent of the employes had stopped
work, that operation of the plant had not
been affected and that the strike has been
confined only to the still and
partments.
Not

CIO

gelatin

de-

Affiliated

Negotiations for settlement of the dispute are in the hands of Yates, Murray,
Edward Hirschberger, international president of the union; John A. Moffitt, department of labor conciliator, and R. I.
Poucher, Consolidated vice-president.
John Brophy, director of the Committee
for Industrial Organization, in a letter to
Yates, denied newspaper reports in which
United claimed an affiliation with the CIO.
Later. Bernard Deckhoff, president of the
New York United union, said his group
merely

“sought

membership"

in the CIO.

"NIGHT"

New

York — Despite

recent

successful
Sing,”
Smart

Girls.” at the Roxy Theatre here, Howard
S. Cullman, trustee for the theatre, has
adopted

a maximum

two-weeks

policy for

future pictures starting with “Top of the
Town,” which opened on March 26.
Cullman said that with the three pictures which played beyond the two-week
period it was found that circuits in and
around the metropolitan territory were
frequently

playing

day-and-date

with

the

Acting Mayor Off and Director of
Public Safety Cuthbert of Atlantic
City, N. J., commend Nathan Cohen,
manager of the Strand Theatre, for
his choice of ‘‘History Is Made at
Night” as an Easter offering in the
resort city.

delphia the Aldine gross was “the biggest
in several months.” The Strand, Atlantic
City, reached a new seasonal high. Other
important cities which reported strong

New Brunswick, N. J. — Legal action to
restrain Sheriff F. Herman Harding from

$5,000 of World’s Fair debentures, it was
announced by Richard Whitney, chairman
of the committee distributing the $27,829,500 financing issue. Nicholas M. Schenck,

interfering with the showing of “Spain in
Flames” at the Opera House here is
planned by Allan Silver, local representative of the North American Committee
to Aid Spanish Democracy, Boxoffice is
informed.
Meanwhile,

the sheriff said he was

de-

termined to use “every resource” at his
command to prevent exhibition of the picture in Middlesex county.
Harding

barred

the

film

after

new Brunswick city commission reversed earlier permission and refused a
permit for its showing under auspices of
the local Committee for Medical Aid to
Spanish Democracy.
The

Termed “Propaganda”
sheriff said exhibition of the picture

would constitute a violation of “the socalled Anti-Nazi Act.” This also was the
contention of local Catholic leaders who,
in addition, called the picture Communistic propaganda. The picture, which is a
compilation of scenes of the Spanish civil
war

taken

Theatre

by Spanish and Russian cameramen, has already played the Little
in Newark without interference.
Into

The

Ohio

Civil Liberties

and
Union

Pa.
is aiding

the

week

banned

14

the picture did twice the business on Easter than on the opening day, and in Phila-

Plan to Fight
N. J. Film Ban

Spanish Democracy Committee in its fight
to obtain permission to exhibit the film in
Ohio and Pennsylvania where it has been

picture.

FIRST-RUN

New York — “History Is Made at Night”
rolled up new high figures at several first
run spots in its opening days, according to
the home office here. At the Rivoli here

opening day business were San Francisco,
Evansville, Ind., Atlanta, Kansas City and
Seattle.

Roxy, while grosses on the third week’s
run were usually lower than those that
would have been obtained from the first
of a new

HITS HIGH

IN GOTHAM

the

three-week runs for “Sing, Baby,
“One in a Million” and “Three

New York — Leading exhibitors in the
metropolitan area have been named to the
local committee for the Will Rogers Memorial Fund to assist William Scully, chairman of the New York zone, in the second
annual drive for hospital funds, which
will be held during the week of April 30.
The chapters are divided as follows:
Robert Wolff, Robert Fannon, Joe Katsh
and Arthur Rapf for New York City; Joe
Lee, Sam Rinzler, Jack Hattem and Harry
Brandt for Brooklyn; Leo Abrams, Joe
Seider and Sol Meyerson for Long Island;
David Levy, Edward Bell, David Snaper,
John Benas and Leon Rosenblatt for New
Jersey, and Robert Goldblatt and Herman
Sussman for New York state.
The group held its first meeting late this
week to discuss plans for theatre collections during the drive.

Sheriff

TWO- WEEK LIMIT IS
SET FOR ROXY RUNS

LEADING EXHIBITORS
AID MEMORIAL FUND

Union Aids Fcdr
New York — Theatrical Protective Union
No. 1, stage hands, has subscribed for

chairman of the local film industry committee which has undertaken to sell subscriptions, isplanning a luncheon shortly
at which company representatives will be
asked to purchase the bonds and probably
formulate plans for an exhibit at the fair.

GOLDWYN
New

EASTERN

York — Linton

AD

HEAD

Wells, noted

foreign

correspondent, has been named eastern director of advertising and publicity for
Samuel Goldwyn.

Staten Island Exhibitors
Favor Family Films
New

York — Staten

Island,

N.

Y.,

exhibitors are great believers in family type films. From January 20 to
February 2 a total of 28 family films
were shown on the island. During
the period February 6 to 19 this record was exceeded with 35 films suitable for families offered. This is
credited to the efforts of the Staten
Island Better Films Council which
has been conducting a campaign
among

exhibitors

for family

pictures.

by the authorities.
BOXOFFICE
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Picket 28 RKO Houses
in Orchestra Drive
gPEAKING
at the testimonial dinner to
Adolph Zukor at the Waldorf-Astoria
Monday night, Will Hays referred to the
Paramount board chairman as a “good
neighbor.” The best proof of that remark
is the neighborly spirit that prompted fllmites to travel hundreds of miles to pay
tribute, through their presence, to a man
that touches off a spark of friendliness
wherever he goes. Among those were:
Marcus A. Benn, Philadelphia showman;
B. M. Berinstein of Los Angeles; P. A.
Bloch, Paramount Philadelphia branch
manager: A. J. Brylawski, Washington exhibitor; J. D. Dugger, Dallas branch manager for Paramount; John A. Harris, Pittsburgh exhibitor; Harry Kalmine, Philadelphia zone manager for Warner; Herman
Rifkin, Boston distributor for Republic ;
Lewen Pizor, Philadelphia exhibitor; J. R.
Neth,

Ohio circuit owner,
ders of Washington.

Herbert

J. Yates

and

and

Condor

Won-

J. J. Milstein leave

Friday tor the coast. Object:
annual sales convention . . .
Snell,

Guy

vice-president,

Republic’s
Frank M,
leaves

the

same day for Chicago. There’ll be talk
with President George Hirliman and the
company’s production staff about
policy, expansion, etc. . . . George
GB
general sales manager, is
around the midwest exchanges . .
son Smith, southern and western

future
Weeks,
railing
. Cresdivision

sales manager for RKO, and Harry Michalson, short subjects sales manager, are on
a tour of
changes.

the

company’s

southern

ex-

"Waikiki Wedding"
Top Para. Opener
New York
prior to and

“Gypsy Rose Lee has great talent. She’ll
make a fine actress,” observed Howard
Dietz between elevator stops in the Loew
Bldg. . . . Herschel Stuart this week left
the managership of the Consolidated circuit to take up Ms duties as treasurer of
Monogram . . . Joseph P. Kennedy (he
once made a “report” for Paramount) has
been appointed by President Roosevelt as
chairman of the maritime commission . . .
Howard Hughes is planning a round-theworld flight this fall in a $250,000 specially built amphibian plane.
Paramount wires from Hollywood that
Boris Morros, studio music director and
formerly manager of the Broadway Paramount theatre, who directed the presentation of “Paramount on Parade,” weekly
(Continued on page 19)
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air

— Capacity audiences,
during Easter week, for

“Waikiki Wedding” at the Paramount
gave the theatre a greater attendance
than “The Plainsman” which, earlier
this year, established a ten-year record. As a result the Bing Crosby
picture starts a third week
High”

nesday to be followed
on April 14

on Wed-

by

“Swing

Earnings of Roxg
Hinge on Franchise
New York — Future earnings of the Roxy
Theatre depend almost entirely upon the
house being able to arrange a long time
franchise for pictures from a major company, in the opinion of Howard S. Cullman, receiver of the theatre. As a witness in the hearings being conducted before Special Master Addison S. Pratt as
to the fairness of the offer made by 20th
Century-Fox for the theatre, Cullman said
he expected the Roxy to earn $300,000 this
year and
chised.

Norton V. Ritchey, head of Monogram’s
export department, is enjoying a belated
vacation in Florida . . . From coast product conferences are S. Charles Einfeld,
Warner advertising and publicity head;
Norman Moray, short subjects sales head,
and Carl Leserman, assistant to General
Sales Manager Gradwell Sears. Sears is
making a few stopovers en route . . . Herbert J. Ochs, Warner southern and western sales manager, is back after a few
weeks in southern territory.

Is

$500,000
Hearings

in 1938 if it were
May

fran-

Be Brief

The

second week of the proceedings before the Special Master gave indications
that the hearings might not extend as long
as was first expected. Stockholders who
receive nothing under the offer of 20th
Century-Fox caused the present hearings
by claiming that the theatre is not insolvent at the present time. The evidence
which the stockholders depended upon,
however, may not be developed as Federal
Judge Caffey decided that soliciting of
powers-of-attorney would have to be at the
expense of the stockholders and not paid
for by the receiver. It was not announced
whether the stockholders’ committee has
the funds to defray this expense.
Cullman also disclosed that offers from
Loew’s and Warner for the theatre property were among 50 received during the
past year. The details of these offers were
not discussed, but it was intimated that
the 20t,h Century-Pox bid, which includes
a 20-year franchise, new securities for
bondholders and working capital of $650,000, topped all others.
CAPITAL RETURNS "ECSTASY"
Washington — “Ecstasy,”’ which had an
eight-week run at the Belasco Theatre
here, has been booked for an indefinite
return date.

New York — Failing to obtain recognition
from Major Leslie E. Thompson, president
of Radio-Keith-Orpheum, in its drive for
reinstatement of orchestras in metropolitan
theatres. Local 802 of the American Federation of Musicians this week began a concentration ofpicketing activity at 28 RKO
theatres in an effort to get Thompson “to
change his mind,” Box office was informed
this
week by William Peinberg, Local 802
secretary.
Two

Otchestras

in Each

Borough

Admittedly up against a losing battle to
sway public opinion to a point where it
would withdraw patronage from theatres
not now employing musicians, Local 802
will continue its picketing campaign until
its demands for a minimum of two orchestras in each borough are met, according
to Peinberg.
At a meeting with officials of Local 802
late last week, Thompson asserted that the
success of the present RKO
policy precluded the return of musicians. He cited
the increase in operating costs and the fact
that admission prices are now at their peak
as reasons for not permitting the use of
orchestras.

MAYOR LA GUARDIA
NAMES LABOR BOARD
New

York — Mayor

F. H. LaGuardia

has

appointed an impartial city industrial relations board to assist in settling labor disputes. The non-salaried staff of the new
agency consists of Karl N. Llewellyn, professor of law at Columbia university; Arthur S. Meyer, president of a real estate
company, and Mrs. Anna M. Rosenberg,
regional director of the Social Security
Board. Burton A. Zorn, an attorney, was
selected as secretary to the board at
$5,000 a year.
“This board will serve an extremely useful purpose in providing a place where
participants in labor disputes will be able
to find impartial assistance,” the mayor
said. “It’s members will act directly as my
representatives.”
The mayor said he would

soon

name

an

industrial relations panel of citizens familiar with industrial conditions who will
serve as arbitrators in cases submitted for
arbiti'ation.

IN GENERAL
New

York

— Harry

HUDDLE
Asher

of

Boston,

Henri Elman of Chicago and Louis Korson of Philadelphia, General Pictures franchise holders in their respective territories,
were here for conferences with Mack D.
Weinberger,
week.

General’s

sales manager,

this
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Nearly Fifty Thousand
Siyn Sunday Show Plea
Dover,

Del. — Petitions

bearing

the sig-

natures of 48,200 Delawareans, advocating
the enactment of the proposed Sunday film
bill now before the Delaware legislature
here, were presented to the senate and
house of representatives last week by
Speaker of the House John R. Fader,
The bill, introduced in the house several weeks ago by Rep. John Hamill of
Wilmington, was still in committee this
week. The measure would allow Sunday
movies in Delaware
the afternoon.

after two o’clock in

"ECSTASY" APPEAL
DUE FOR HIGH COURT
New

York — Argument

in the appeal

of

Eureka Productions in connection with its
suit to restrain New York state officials
from interfering with the exhibition of

"Ecstasy,” Czechoslovakian film, is expected to be heard in the May term of the
U. S. Supreme Court.
Eureka is suing Gov. Herbert H. Lehman,
Attorney General John J. Bennett jr.,
Frank P. Graves and Erwin Esmond of the
state board of education, on the ground
that censorship of foreign films by the
state of New York is unconstitutional.
Eureka contends that only Congress controls foreign commerce and the film may
be shown anywhere in the United States
free from censor regulation because it has
been approved by federal authorities in
expurgated form.
The U. S. circuit court of appeals recently ruled in favor of the defendants.

MRS. FOX DEEMED IN
CONTEMPT OF COURT
Atlantic

City,

N. J. — Unless

Mrs.

Wil-

liam Pox, wife of the former film mogul,
purges herself of contempt in connection
with her refusal to testify as a witness in
the bankruptcy proceedings of her husband she will be sentenced “commensurate
with the offense,” Federal Judge John
Boyd Avis declared this week.
Judge Avis deemed Mrs. Fox in contempt
of court after a physician reported her
“mentally and physically able to appear”
at the bankruptcy proceedings on August
26 and 27, although she had pleaded illness.

Neissonson Wins Prize
Philadelphia — Robert

Neissonson,

Buffalo — Papers

in the first Buf-

falo civil suit over a theatre Bank
Night prize have been filed in the
city court with the age of the claimant of the prize the basis for the
action.
The plaintiff is Miss Betty A. Steller, daughter of Arthur W. Steller.
In her behalf. Attorney Ira L. Powsner contends her name was drawn to
win the $105 prize, January 22, at
Shea’s Kensington Theatre and that
she is entitled to the money because
her sixteenth birthday occurred
shortly before the drawing.
Defending the Kenneca Amusement
Co., operator of the theatre, which
withheld payment of the prize. Attorney Thomas D. Powell maintains
the action was justified because Miss
Steller was under age and not entitled to the money because posted
rules barred children.

Philadelphia — Nearly

500

persons

York — A

of swind-

York — Broadway,

Hollywood

and

to 4,000 guests, and has secured three ballrooms for the occasion. Three orchestras
have been engaged for dancing and the
show, which promises to be the most auspicious in a long line of highly successful
affairs. Jimmy Sileo and Joe Heppner are
the film industry’s representatives on the
committee for arrangements.

Mrs. F. D. Savage Dies
Buffalo — Mrs.

at-

Florence

T. ROY

BARNES

Hollywood — T. Roy

illuminated

who

DIES

Barnes,

stage

and

screen comedian, died in his sleep at his
home here on Tuesday, apparently of heart
disease. The English-born actor, who was
56, first came to the screen in 1920 as
star of “Scratch My Back,” and one of
his last appearances was in “The Virginia
Judge” for Paramount. His widow and two
daughters survive.

SCHINE

York

—

BUYS

The

”U'' LIST

Schine

prising 80 theatres in New

display, consisting of a patented adapter
for the General Electric lumiline bulb and
a colored printed transparent strip, has
been designed by the Lumin-Ad Corp. for
advance or current theatre advertising.

D. Savage,

with her husband, James S. Savage, established the first motion picture house in
south Buffalo died March 24. Mrs. Savage, who was born in Waterloo, N. Y.,
founded, with her husband, the Park Theatre on South Park Ave. Later they built
the Como and Abbott theatres in that section, continuing in the business until 1918,
when they retired.

New

DISPLAY
changeable

accused

radioland will join hands April 9 at the
Commodore Hotel as a gesture to the lads
who keep their faces in front of the public— the Press Photographers Association
of New York. The committee expects close

“Communist propaganda.”
Governor Earle defended the ban because he said it “was a direct invitation
for enlistment” and reminded him of the
propaganda that preceded the entry of the
United States into the World War.
Members of the audience voted 204 to 8
in favor of the showing of the picture.
The showing was under the auspices of the
North American Committee to Aid Foreign
democracy and the National Council on
Freedom from Censorship.
Governor Earle appointed a committee
of 50 to view the picture and recommend
whether it should be shown to the public.

New'

men

ling theatres on cash drawings are awaiting trial following their indictments by the
March grand jury.
The men, Charles T. Pierce, 29, and
George J. Huston, 37, were indicted March
25 and were arraigned immediately before
County Judge George H. Rowe. They
pleaded not guilty and were remanded to
jail pending trial.
The pair are accused of second degree
grand larceny in obtaining $160 from the
Schine Theatrical Co. on October 12, last,
another $200 on December 29; attempted
second degree grand larceny from the
Schine company of $300 on February 9
and attempted grand larceny from the
Broadrose Theatre Corp., November 13.
Pierce also is accused of the grand larceny of $200 from the Schine company
October 23.

Press Dance April 9

tended a private showing of “Spain in
Flames” at the Ethical Culture Auditorium,
Tuesday night.
The showing followed criticism heaped
upon Governor Earle after the picture was
banned in Pennsylvania on the grounds of

NEW

Buffalo — Two

New

Audience Approves
bpain in rlames

mana-

ger of Warner’s Park Theatre, received
the first prize for the best comparative
business for the RKO picture “The Woman
Rebels,” The prize, $100, was presented
by Frank McNamee, local manager of the
RKO exchange, in connection with a sales
drive being conducted here.

IG

Buffalo Theatre Is Sued
for Bank Night Pot

BUFFALO INDICTS TWO
ACCUSED SWINDLERS

circuit, com-

York and Ohio,

has signed a contract for Universal’s current program. The contract was signed
here by J. R. Grainger, general manager
of distribution for Universal, and J. Myer
Schine and George Lynch, acting for the
Schine Theatrical Co., Inc.
BOXOFFICE
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LOEW'S SHIFTS ITS
METROPOLITAN STAFF
New

York — In preparation

for increased

spring promotional activities, Loew’s this
week announced the following elevations
and shifts in its metropolitan publicity setup:
Tom Rogers of the office staff advances
to a junior publicity post under Eddie Dowden in Brooklyn. Gene Murphy goes from
the Valencia, Jamaica, L. I., to a group
of eight Manhattan houses, with Teddy
Arnow promoted from the home office to
assist Murphy.
Arthur Herschmann is assigned to six
lower Eastside houses and lower Manhattan situations. Henry Spiegel of the Brooklyn publicity staff moves to the Valencia,
Hillside and Willard theatres, on Long
Island. Pete McCarty, with Sam Coolick,
will handle the north Queens, L. I., group
of theatres, plus the bill-posting detail
for the circuit
The Bronx is divided into several separate groups, with Perry Spencer, Junior
Dowden, George Sharf and Leon Goodman
sharing the houses Joel Levy jr. is moved
from office assistant at the Capitol to office publicity work at Loew headquarters.
Buddy Friedlander
the Capitol.

New

bill designed

TAX

to tax

the

incomes of persons who make their money
in other states, but maintain homes in
Connecticut, is scheduled to be submitted
to the general assembly about the middle
of April.
Strongly affected by the measure will be
the members of the various theatrical
colonies in the state, as it will mean the
paying of a federal income tax, a New
York income tax and a Connecticut income tax. Stage and film folk who maintain homes in the state are largely centered around this city and are making
plans for a strenuous campaign to keep
the bill from getting beyond the committee
stage.

PITT DELEGATION TO
MOSS TESTIMONIAL
local exhibitors

who

will journey to Philadelphia for the testimonial dinner to be given in honor of
Edgar Moss, 20th-Fox district manager, on
April 19, are A1 Weiss, Mark Browar, Ben
Amdur, C. J. Latta, Ben Steerman, Harry
M. Kalmine, Harry Feinstein and Tony
Stern. Others are expected to make arrangements to attend the affair which will
celebrate Moss’ twentieth anniversary in
the motion picture industry.
Ira H. Cohn, local branch manager for
20th-Fox, will head the delegation.
AUSTRIAN

FILM DATED

Buffalo — “Masquerade

in Vienna,’’

an

Austrian film released by World Pictures
Corp., opened the new Gaiety Filmarte
Theatre here this week.
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is enough

elasticity

enough

men of good will within it — exhibitors, distributors and producers — to solve
through self-regulation all its trade prob->.
lems that exist or may arise from time to
Will H. Hays, president of the Motion
Picture Producers and Distributors of
America, made that assertion in his annual
report submitted to the 15th annual meettime.”
ing of the a.ssociation here on Friday. The
meeting was attended by representatives
of the 28 companies which are members of
the MPPDA and was largely routine, including a discussion of Hays’ report, the
fixing of the association’s budget for the
ensuing year and plans for the future.
Need

Busy

noio in the filming

Cohen's
Correll
here

“Midnight

of Emanuel

Madonna”

is Mady

whose recent arrival in Hollywood from the legitimate stage is

so accentuated

by sunshine

and

flowers.

Trade Practices
Investigation On
Los Angeles — Moving under a businesslike cloak of secrecy which all efforts so
far have been unable to pierce, Albert J.
Law, special assistant to the United States
attorney general, came in this week to
launch a long-delayed investigation into
the practices of distributors and exhibitors
in the southern California territory.
Independents

Pittsburgh — Among

York — “There

in the trade structure of the industry and

takes Levy’s place at

CONN. PROPOSES
RESIDENCE
Bridgeport — A

Industry Can Settle Own
Problems, Declares Haijs

Protest

While it is known that Law is here to
delve into the ramifications behind protests made by independent showmen
against what are alleged to be anti-trust
violations for which distributors and theatre chains are asserted to be responsible,
the Department of Justice man could not
be contacted, and exhibitor and distributor
executives declared that they had no information on the matter.
Although Law, moving quietly, is understood to have subpoenaed several independent exhibitors in the area for questioning
as to details of the alleged anti-trust violation, neither Robert Poole, executive secretary of the ITO, nor Harry Rackin, chief
of the Western States Theatre Service,
(Continued

on page

Always

Present

Hays’ report covered a wide range of
subjects and activities pertinent to the industry in 1936-37 and the future. On the
subject of trade relations. Hays continued:
“There never will be a time in this or
any other industry when individual grievances will not exist and need to be adjusted
and when there will not be groups which
will demand legislation instead of cooperation. But the overwhelming number of
responsible exhibitors, distributors and
producers fully understands that any act
which would destroy initiative and enterprise in the industry must endanger the
investment in all theatre properties, make
it impossible to serve large portions of
the public with outstanding entertainment
and hurt the small theatre now protected
by the assurance of a constant and unfailing pictureA service.”
Story of Progress
The showing made by film theatres during the past year, the present state of the
“art” and the universal popularity of
screen entertainment not only tell the story
of the progress of the “art” but the evolution of the industry’s business structure
over a period of 15 years. Hays pointed out.
“The progress of motion pictures during
the period under review should bring satisfaction but not equanimity,” he went on.
“As always, our problems are before, not
Praise

for

Code

behind us.”
Touching on the production

code. Hays

said: “During the past year, the fact has
been further emphasized that great variety
of screen entertainment may be developed
and financially successful pictures produced without violating the natural and
proper
regulations
of the
industry’s
Motion Picture
Production
Code.
It has been
proved that within the boundaries of good
taste and good morals there is illimitable
opportunity, creatively, artistically and
dramatically, for the screen to rise to the
highest levels.
“The pictures now projected from our
screen and the appraisals of independent
public groups testify to the success of self-

20- A)
regulation.”
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Honors for Zukor
at Gotham Banquet
New

York — The

Waldorf-Astoria

ball-

room here Monday night was the scene of
a warm display of affection for one of the
industry’s great leaders. It was the occasion of a testimonial banquet to Adolph
Zukor in honor of his twenty-fifth anniversary in motion pictures, sponsored by
New York theatre owners. Close to 1,000
were present, including many from out
of town.
Italy

Honors

Zukor

It was

the occasion, too, for the presentation to Zukor on behalf of King Victor Emanuel of Italy of the decoration of
Knight Commander of the Order of the
Crown of Italy and an oil portrait of the
Paramount board chairman.
Reminiscences of the time Zukor was
pioneering in the business were recounted
by William A. Brady, his first associate in
films and once a power in the industry.
Praise

By

Hollywood — Closed

doors

are

Zukor as “a good neighbor, a good American and a great leader, who had the heart
to make his dreams come true.” Addressing himself to the guest of honor. Hays
continued: “Never in my 15 years in the
industry have I gone in vain to you for
counsel. May you long, very long, be in
our company. You will always be in our
hearts.”
Stanton Griffis, chairman of the Paramount executive committee, was introduced
and paid brief tribute to his colleague.
The presentation of the Italian decoration was made by Consul-General Gaetano
Vecchiotti. In response, Zukor said that
he accepted the citation not only on behalf of himself “but all those who contributed to making motion pictures great
in the last 25 years.”
A film burlesquing Zukor’s career, with
Cecil B. de Mille and Bob Burns as ribbers, brought laughter and applause as
Zukor’s picture was shown and made to
say, in deep basso, “I can take it.” There
was a program of entertainment with Jay
C. Flippen as master of ceremonies. The
proceedings were broadcast.

Use of Color Films
in Upward Spurt

in

order at the Metro conference rooms
where Michael Balcon and Ben Goetz,
of the company’s English offices, are
engaged in huddles with Louis B.
Mayer, Ben Thau, Bob Ritchie and
Sam Katz. Nicholas Schenck, president of Metro, who sat in on the
confabs last week, trained out for
New York Saturday, but the meetings did not terminate with his departure.
Although studio spokesmen declared they had not yet been informed as to progress of the conferences, it is understood that the chief

New

York — The

use

of Technicolor

in

positive motion picture prints increased
nearly 70 per cent in 1936 over the preceding year, it is shown in the annual report of Technicolor, Inc., and its wholly
owned subsidiary. Technicolor Motion Picture Corp. of Hollywood, released here this
week.
Net

Profit

$482,113.92

At the same time it was revealed that
Technicolor sales in 1936 amounted to

famed Wagnerian soprano who appeared
with the Metropolitan Opera this season,
has been signed by Paramount to sing an

$2,701,228.74, “in addition to sales of positive prints,” and that the company showed
a net profit, after dividends, federal taxes
and surtax and all other charges, of $482,113.92 for 1936. This amounts to a dividend of 65 cents a share on 745,372 shares
outstanding on December 31, 1936.
The profit for the combined companies,
before depreciation, amortization and federal taxes, for 1936 amounted to $880,650.49, compared with a corresponding
profit for 1935 of $151,215.34. Net profit
before federal income taxes for the combined companies was $591,585.23 in 1936,
compared with a corresponding loss for
1935 of $3,471.78.
1937 Volume Greater
Dr. Herbert T. Kalmus, president, gave
the following figures of shipments of
Technicolor positive prints for the last
three years as indicating the steady increase in the company’s business: For the
year ended Dec. 31, 1936, 37,822,444 feet;
1935, 22,182,981; 1934, 11,564,771.
“The year has started out on a level of
volume and profits substantially better

operatic number in “The Big Broadcast of
1938.” Miss Flagstad will work in the Eastern Service studio in Astoria, L. I., where
the number will be photographed in May.
The balance of the production will be filmed on the west coast.

than 1936,” Kalmus reported. “During
the months of January and February, 1937,
shipments averaged 3,200,000 feet, whereas
shipments for the same two months of
1936 averaged 2,200,000 feet per month,
that is an increase of approximately 45 %•

topic involved is Metro’s projected
entrance into a heavier production
schedule in London, indicated by the
presence of Balcon and Goetz, the
former of whom recently left Gaumont British to join the Metro forces.

Hays

Will H. Hays, another speaker, described

Weisman

Metro Foreign Huddles
Continue on Coast

rence Bolognino, Leo Brecher, Si Fabian,
Arthur Mayer, C. C. Moscowitz, Walter
Reade, Samuel Rinzler, A. H. Schwartz,
Harry Shiftman and W. J. Van Schmus.
In charge of entertainment were Louis K.
Sidney, Harry Kalcheim, Steve Trilling and
Bill Howard.

Signs Opera
New

York — Kirsten

Star

Flagstad,

world-

Toastmaster

The

toastmaster was Milton C. Weisman, attorney for the Independent Theatre Owners, members of which were prominent on the committee of arrangements
which included: William Brandt, chairman; George Skouras, Joseph Bernhard,
Nate Blumberg, Louis Blumenthal, Lau-

Boyer Will Produce for
Walter Wanger
Hollywood — Chas. Boyer

has join-

ed production executives at the Walter Wanger studio under terms of the
new contract signed by the French
actor. He will continue to act, however, and his first production will
probably be his own original story,
“The Man With Twelve Models.”

18

The Italian Government honored Adolph Zukor in Neiv York Monday night
at a banquet given by exhibitors in tribute to the Paramount board chairman’s 25th anniversary as a motion picture industry leader. Show7i is Zukor
holding the decoration of Knight Commander of the Crown of Italy, conferred by Italian Consul-General Gaetano Vecchiotti, second from left.
Others in the photo are William Brandt, chairman of the arrangements
committee ^ extreme left) and Will H. Hays.
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NEW
(Continued

YORK
from page 15)

program over NBC, last Sunday, is receiving telegrams from all parts of the country
complimenting him on the success of the
new air feature. One from W. C. Fields
said; “You were simply great but why
didn’t you play it straight instead of in
dialect?” Broadwayites who know Boris
will understand.
Medal department: Virginia Bruce has
been presented the Award of Merit of the
Modern Musicians Society, on the basis
of her singing of two songs in "When Love
Is Young” . . . Fred Astaire has been awarded the monthly Radio Stars Magazine Distinguished Service to Radio medal. His
singing, dancing and comedy performances
did the trick . . . Kate Smith has won the
gold medal given each year by the Women’s National Exposition of Arts and Industries for outstanding work in the field
of broadcastmg .
Foreign affairs ; Ralph Bettinson, Pathe’s
English representative, arrived from London this week and hit straight for the coast
for talks with Scott R. Dunlap, Monogram
production chief, concerning requirements
of his native market . . . Maurice Lehmann,
administrator general of Les Distributors
Francaise, is here from Paris to study our
film business methods. He’s making his
headquarters with World Pictures Corp.
Reg Wilson, GB assistant sales manager, is visiting Boston and Albany exchanges before hopping off for the deep
south . . . E. J. Smith, Imperial’s general
sales manager, is having a looksee in Detroit and other mideastern cities . . . Karl
Macdonald of Warners has returned from
South America — six weeks of it .. . Vernon Adams, who recently joined RKO’s
sales promotion staff, will make his headquarters at Dallas, under Leon J. Bamberger, sales promotion head.
Monroe Greenthal has awarded a leather traveling case as his prize for the best
exploitation campaign on “Come and Get
It” to Ed Gallner, veteran UA exploitation man at Canton, O. . . . R. K. Hawkinson, Latin American division manager for
RKO, returned this week from an inspection tour of Cuba and Mexico . . . Beulah
Livingston, in charge of feature publicity
for Universal, is on another one of her advance tours to eastern cities in behalf of
“Top of the Town” . . . Charles Reagan,
western division sales head for Paramount,
is vacationing at Honolulu.
On the boats: When the Queen Mary
sails for England April 7 Sidney R. Kent,
Walter J. Hutchinson and Morris Goodman, Republic’s foreign manager, will be
aboard . . . On the Aquitania, Englandward, are Percy and Mrs. Phillipson of
London. He’s president of General Register Corp. . . . Leslie Whalen of 20th Century-Fox is aboard the Conte di Savoia to
attend the company’s foreign convention
to be held in Paris next month.
Maurice Grad, director of sales promotion for Columbia, is on a two-week va(Continued
BOXOFFICE
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Paramount Air Show
Is No Trade Threat
Decision Reserved on
Injunction Plea
New

York — Justice Hammer

of the

New York supreme court reserved
decision Thursday on the motion by
Harry Brandt, ITOA head and hidependent chain operator, and operators of 33 other local independent
houses, for an injunction to restrain
the Loew’s circuit from continuing
the playdate division of the week into
five and two days.
At the same time, attorneys for the
major companies denied that contracts with the circuit provided for
runs of four and three days, or for
any other length of run.

EQUITY ASS'N NAMES
TICKET OF OFFICERS
New

York — The

regular

ticket for offi-

cers and councillors of Actors’ Equity Assn,
prepared by the nominating committee, is
as follow: Frank Gillmore, president; Osgood Perkins, first vice-president: Florence
Reed, secend vice-president; Arthur Byron,
third vice-president; Peggy Wood, fourth
vice-president: Paul Dullzel, treasurer, and
Leo Curley, recording secretary. All are
candidates for a three-year term and are
at present in office.
Nominations for five-year terms as councillors are: Glenn Anders, Franklyn Fox,
William Gaxton, Walter N. Greaza, Louis
Jean Heydt, Ben Lackland, Burgess Meredith, Claudia Morgan, Edith Van Cleave
and Richard Whorf. Replacements to fill
unexpired terms are Clifton Webb, to serve
until 1939, and Mary Morris to serve until
1940.

New

York — “Paramount

Below

New

York — An

appeal

will be

taken

from the damage suit awarded Frederick
B. Patterson, who charged Century Prod.,
Inc., Samuel Cummins, Empire Laboratories, Inc., Richard Fidler and the Bob-Ed
Theatre Corp. with plagiarism of “Shooting Big Game With a Camera.” Application for a stay of an accounting of the
profits and damages will be made pending
the appeal, Henry Pearlman, counsel for
the defendants, said.

the

Average

Stuff

Allowing for slight delays and some confusion in getting started and in locating
the players, the broadcast was in no way
outstanding and in point of humor or
originality was below the standard set by
the average Sunday entertainment dished
out by the major networks.
Shirley Ross, singing “Sweet Is the Word
for You” from her picture “Waikiki Wedding,” was the high spot of the program,
no doubt intended as a strong plug for the
picture, which is a current release. The
cross patter between Lynne Overman and
Mary Carlisle, who will appear throughout the series, was nonsensical enough to
elicit a few laughs, while Phil Harris, conducting his orchestra and introducing a
few specialists from “Turn Off the Moon,”
provided several melodious interludes.
Dedicated

to Exhibitors

The series is dedicated, according to the
announcer, “to the exhibitors throughout
the country,” probably as a sop to the
showmen who have been objecting militantly against the appearance of film stars
on air programs.
The broadcast emanated from the studios in Hollywood at 9 a. m., was heard
in the Rocky Mountain region at 10 a. m.,
in Chicago at 11 a. m., and was received
in New York and other eastern points at
noon. The same time schedule will be
maintained for the series.
“Paramount

JUNGLE FILM SUIT
DEFENSE TO APPEAL

on Parade,”

first series of nationwide radio broadcasts
sponsored by a major film company and
originating from its studio, will have to
improve appreciably if it is to keep potential motion picture patrons at home.
That was the impression gained by this
reviewer last Sunday when the first program of the series came over the NBC
factory.
network from Paramount’s Hollywood film

on Parade”

is being pro-

duced by Boris Morros, Paramount’s studio music director, under the supervision
D. R.adof C. J. Dunphy, studio publicity— and
vertising head. Dunphy caught the initial
program in New York.

Plan

Indefinite

Run

The NBC program department this week
informed Boxoffice that “Paramount on
Parade” is scheduled to run “indefinitely”
each Sunday, over the NBC red network,
“until they find something better to take

Federal Judge Vincent L. Leibell ruled
that the defendants had pirated part of

“WHITE
its place.”

Patterson’s film and incorporated it in a
picture called “The Jungle Killer,” which
was produced by Cummins’ company. Century Productions.

at the Center Theatre here, the stage spectacle, “White Horse Inn,” which was produced by Lawrence Rivers, Inc., with the
backing of Warner Bros., closed on April 3.

New

HORSE

INN" CLOSES

York — Following

a six-months’

run

19

BUFFALO

''Amphitryon" Bows Anew
to Gotham Anti-Nazi Ire
New

York — For

the second

time

campaign and an appeal by the Joint Boycott Council of the American Jewish Congress. The same group caused the picture to be withdrawn from its scheduled
engagement at the 55th St. Playhouse here
last October.
The

film, which received many complimentary reviews from the critics here, is
headed for oblivion, so far as another attempt at a New York City showing is concerned. Dave Brill, who has American dissaid he
opposed

SKOURAS STAFF IS
MATCH FOR MISHAPS
New York— Alertness on the part of the
personnel at three local Skouras theatres
prevented a series of incidents which might
have caused panic or embarrassment.
Howard Stewart, an usher at the circuit’s
Valentine in the Bronx, discovered a fire
in a room above the theatre, turned in an
alarm and extinguished the blaze before
the firemen arrived. He was awarded a
$25 bonus for this act.
An audience at the Capitol, Jersey City,
on the verge of bedlam when someone in
the balcony shouted "fire,” was brought
under control by Manager A. Unger and
his staff of usherettes. The girls threw
open the exit doors and Unger reassured
the audience from the stage.

the film on the grounds that German financial interests were behind its production. For its showing at the Belmont, Brill
leased the theatre from S. S. Krellberg,

When an unexpected “break” in a film
at the Riverside showed signs of causing
an uncomfortable feeling in the audience,
Alfred Simon, chief of service, and one of

giving

his staff began distributing giveaway magazines, thus diverting the attention of the

a two-week deposit. Krellberg returned half of the deposit and cancelled
the lease.

patrons.

Picketing Curb
SUNDAY

SHOWS

J. Walsh, who has resigned as local manager of RKO to join the Comerford circuit
with headquarters at Scranton, Pa., and
for Charles Boasberg,
ferred from salesman

OKAYED

Oakland. Md. — A popular vote of three
to one legalized the showing of Sunday
films here.

Trenton. N. J. — Picketing at a place of
business where no strike is in progress is
unlawful, the court of errors and appeals
here has held.

who has been transin the Syracuse dis-

trict to fill Walsh’s place. The arrangement committee includes Sydney Samson,

in six

months sponsors of the film "Amphitryon”
have been compelled to abandon its exhibition. On Wednesday the picture was
withdrawn from the Belmont, off Broadway. after a run of a week. The cancellation was brought about by the owners of
the theatre after an extensive picketing

tributing rights to “Amphitryon,”
would retire it “gracefully.”
The Joint Boycott Council has

^HE Variety Club will give a testimonial
dinner on April 12, in honor of Thomas

Nicholas Basil, E. K. O’Shea, Elmer
and George Smith of Syracuse.
Many exhibitors and film men
ing extended trips. Among the
from western New York are Mr.
R. E. Crabill. the former district
of Warner

Bros,

Lux

are taktravelers
and Mrs.
manager

at Jamestown,

who

are

touring Nassau and Cuba; Chester Fenvessy of the Strand, Madison, who is steaming toward the West Indies and South
America; George Gammel,
ing from a cruise.

who

is return-

Art Woodward, booker at Paramount,
who has been seriously ill at the General
Hospital, is improving but it probably will
be some time before he is fully restored
to health.
Improvements continue among the theatres, each week seeing some new permanent feature added. The Palace at Jamestown has a new sound system; the Ohman
at Lyon has been renovated, as has the
Regent at Syracuse, a Kallet house; the
Avon at Boonville has been improved; also
the Grand at Westfield which has a new
marquee.
The

Hippodrome at Little Falls has reopened under the management of Nick
Kaufman as a Schine house. This house
has been closed for some time. Among the
other changes: Lloyd Kreamer and Dan
Rogers are the new owners of the Andover
at Andover: W. L. Nevinger has taken over
the Artistic in Buffalo; Stephen Adams
is the new owner of the Del Rio at Falconer; Norris Slotnick has taken over the
Oriskany Falls house.

Roush New Shorts Head
New
York — Leslie Roush is now in
charge of the production of Paramount
shorts in the east, succeeding Fred Waller,
who resigned last week. Roush, associated
with Paramount the past ten years, is
scheduled to produce 15 Headliners, 13
Paragraphics and 12 Pictorials for the new
season.

East

and

“Lost

Horizon” feature dazzling electrical displays to draw the thousands

west

coast

premieres

of

eager to see Columbia’s screen version
of James Hilton’s best seller. Moving rays of light verging toward the
letters, “Lost Horizon” deft), make
an effective marquee sigri for the
Globe Theatre, New York, while the
Four Star Theatre in Hollywood uses
a huge cutout of Ronald Colman
above painted banners on which spotlights are constantly playing.
BOXOFFICE
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NEW
(Continued
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cation . . . Sam Rosen and A1 Reid of the
Si Fabian circuit have returned from tropical resorts . . . Charles Stern has forgotten all about Miami . . . Nicholas M.
Schenck and Leopold Friedman are back
from the coast . . . Miami has taken hold
of Harry Gold . . . Nellie Witting, secretary to Norton V. Ritchey, is en route from
Ecuador to Gotham
eign department.

and Monogram’s

Harry M. Warner has sold his 38-acre
estate at Greenwich, Conn. It was known
as Warfield and included large stables
completely equipped for the training of
horses.
Frank White, formerly treasurer and
business manager of the magazines NewsWeek and Stage, has been elected treasurer of the Columbia Broadcasting System, succeeding M. R. Runyon, who will
henceforth devote all his time to general
executive work.
Europe-bound this week were Paul Lukas
and Walter Gould, assistant to Arthur W.
Kelly, in charge of UA foreign distribution . . . Back to home bailiwicks after attending the premiere of “Silent Barriers”
at the Criterion are the following GB
branch managers: Carl Goe, Albany; Ben
Rogers, New Haven; Joe Kaliski, Washington; John Scully, Boston, and Herb Given,
Philadelphia.
According to the company’s Belgian distributors, Columbia’s “Lost Horizon’’ won
Belgium’s highest motion picture award,
the Prix du Cinema medal for 1936-37.
Ben Serkowich, liaison officer between
the public and the Capitol, sent bottles
of a beverage called May Wine to the
male critics who said so many nice things
about “Maytime” . . . The premiere of “Elephant Boy” at the Rialto was dropped back
from its scheduled Monday opening to
Thursday . . . Lillian Nadel, publicity agent
for the house, has also taken over the
press work for the Filmarte.
Nino Martini says au revoir to the airwaves Wednesday night, April 7, when he
sings selections from “The Gay Desperado’’
over the Columbia network. He leaves the
series for an extended concert tour, and
Lily Pons starts her radio series April 14
on the same hour. The broadcasts aere
from New York.
Robert Sinclair, one of Broadway’s better directors, has finally capitulated to a
Hollywood offer and will direct films for
Selznick International. The contract was
signed last week. He leaves for Hollywood
as soon as he completes his work on “Babes
in Arms,” which is scheduled for April 13
opening. Sinclair directed most of Max
successes.

Spring comes to West 56th St.: “With
(Continued on page 20-C)
BOXOFFICE

Popular, Surveq Shows
New

for-

Ned E. Depinet, who proudly points to
Erie, Pa., as his birthplace, was honored
at a luncheon at the Hotel Woodstock
Thursday night when the Erie Club came
to town to commemorate the thirtieth anniversary of the event.

Gordon’s Broadway

Color Films and Games
Trade Practices
(Continued

from page 17)

have been informed by exhibitor members
or clients of such a notification on their
part by Law.
ITO Lodged Complaint
The ITO some months ago lodged a complaint with the Department of Justice in
Washington on behalf of local independent
showmen charging that they were being
discriminated against in booking and in
film rental charges. The very nature of
Law’s arrival in southern California and
the under-cover manner in which he is
conducting his survey, without the fanfare
and attendant ballyhoo which customarily
accompanies such investigations, has led
local film folk generally to concede that
he means business, and that fireworks may
shortly ensue.

RKO Profits Near
Million in 60 Days
New

York — RKO’s

net profits for first

two months of 1937 were $714,000 as compared with $68,350 for the same period of
1936 and the consolidated net earnings
of $2,485,000 for all of last year. Federal
day.
Judge
William Bondy was informed ThursThe information

was disclosed when

the

Irving Trust Co. as trustee, and its attorneys, applied for interim allowance of
$145,000 for services in the RKO reorganization proceedings. 'The court reserved decision on the application.
Counsel for the independent stockholders’ committee that had opposed any allowance until the reorganization plan is
approved agreed on Thursday with Judge
Bondy that while the petitioners performed
“splendid services” in the proceedings the
amount asked as the stage of action was
too large. Judge Bondy said that he would
allow “a small sum” on account.
The same counsel called the court’s attention to the fact that the attorneys already have received $290,000 and the trustee $150,000 in a little more than four
years of litigation.
IRWIN
New

BRANCH

York — Lou

OPENING

Irwin,

Letters

the public demand

for

From

100,000 Fans

Loew’s offered a few trips to Bermuda
for the “most intelligent” replies and received what it estimates as the opinions
of 100,000 film patrons in the New York
metropolitan area, on a basis of a monthly circulation of close to 400,000 magazines
at its theatres here.
According to Oscar A. DcK)b, advertising
director for Loew’s, the most interesting
comment was the result of the query,
“Have you any suggestion to make for the
improvement of motion pictures as a
whole?” This brought a response indicative of the growing interest in color in
pictures.
The replies to the question concerning
single or double feature programs showed
the majority favoring a two and a half
to three and a half hour show.
Audience

Game

Vote

Tied

The vote on audience games was evenly
divided, with single-feature adherents definitely against them. The selection of the
“ten best” pictures corresponds closely to
the choices already made by critics and
other polls, Doob’s statement says.
Women in the 40 to 60 age group advocated cessation of crime and gangster film,
while “love romances” were the overwhelming favorite among the “type” pictures.
The names most frequently mentioned as
those audiences would like to see in star
roles were James Stewart, Tyrone Power,
Martha Raye, Margaret Lindsay, Gail Patrick, Isabel Jewell and Shirley Ross. Clark
Gable leads the “favorite film stars” list
with Robert Taylor a close second.
Van

Dyke

Leads

Directors

Keen public interest was evidenced in
film directors. W. S. Van Dyke led in this
division comfortably, with Frank Capra
and Cecil B. DeMille next. Many mistook
Adolph Zukor for a director.
Garbo is still tops among the favorite
feminine stars. Up near the top is Myrna
Loy, with Norman Shearer following closely.
Over 90 per cent of those who returned
the questionnaires indicated their age as
“21 to 40,” and Doob estimates that 60 per
cent of the replies came from women.
GETS

Inc., theatrical

representatives, will have an official opening of its Hollywood branch on April 15.
Lou Irwin, who will be in charge of the
west coast office, leaves for Hollywood
early next week.

York — That

color features is probably greater than
exhibitors or producers realize, that audience games are still popular and single bill
advocates are still outnumbered but seem
to be making gains are among the highlights of the answers received to a questionnaire appearing in a recent issue of
Loew’s Movie-Goer, circuit fan magazine
giveaway.

New

"JENNY”

York — Arthur

RIGHTS
Sanchez

of

the

Trans-Oceanic Film Export Co. has acquired American distribution rights to the
French
Francoisedialogue
Rosay. film, “Jenny,”

featuring
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SKOURAS CIRCUIT
SHIFTS MANAGERS
^EANNA
DURBIN stopped work on Filmrow Wednesday. The little star and her
manager, Jack Sherill, dropped in on Joe
Engel, manager of the Philly Universal
exchange, and posed for pictures.
What loere Lew Shlifer and Nucky Beckett arguing about so heatedly the other
p. m.?

he underwent

a ma-

Things miist be picking up out in West
Philly . . . Lou Siegel is sporting a brand
new car.
The

boy friend of pretty Evelyn Hawkins. Dennis Games stenog, almost caused
a strike scare the other day. He kept
pacing up and down in front of the Dennis
office until reports went out that he was
picketing the place. Evelyn had a tough
time explaining.
Al Davis

is the new
mantown Band Box.

manager

at the Ger-

Len Edelson announced that he expects
to reopen his Colonial Theatre within the
next three weeks. It was pretty badly
damaged by fire last month.
Thomas Lark of Horlachers was operated on the other day at the Taylor Mernorial Hospital. Everybody is pulling for him
to get better soon.

Charles

Segall

The

formal

is

back

from

in Florida

dinner

dance

planned

for

Oscar Neufeld is nursing a couple of injured fingers. Better get a new manicurist,
Oscar.
of Warner

Bros, has

been

appointed a member of the publicity committee for the united campaign.
Harry

Weiner.

manager, left on
Thursday.
A meeting

Columbia

Pictures

a three-weeks’

was held Friday

Stratford
chairman.

Hotel.

Metro’s

district

auto

of the Will Rogers

committee

tour

Memorial

at the BellevueBob

Lynch

Quality Premiums is plaiining
show to start April 12.

a

is

Philadelphia — Leopold Stokowski, leader
of the Philadelphia orchestra and newest
of the Hollywood entries, arrived in Philly
last week with Deanna Durbin to make
about half the sound track for the new
Universal picture starring the pair, “One
Hundred Men and a Girl.”

^HIS tired town still chatters vigorously
about the fun it had at that Variety
cruise (on dry land) to Ireland. Thank
Doc Prank Shyne who sired and gave birth
to that wild ride to Kilarny.
Day Tuttle is home from a Hollywood
sojourn where, he reports, our Eddie Melcher is doing nicely on the RKO writing
staff . . . another returning coast visitor
is Brownie, head of the Metro newsreelers
here . . . Harold Weinberger recites that
his first assignment
tor of "Night

Must

was

aiding

the direc-

Fall.”

Hardie Meakin pulled a smart one when
he induced Katharine Hepburn to let him
throw a party for her and thus gather in
lots of space

for “Quality

Street.”

Home from New York is our handsome
Sam Galanty . . . From Florida come reports that the Carter Barrens are having
themselves a time.

George Posner, former head of the service staff at the Riveria, has been promoted
to assistant at the Liberty. Tom Burns,
with a similar post at the State, Jersey
City, is now assistant to Al Unger at the
Capitol, same city. Fred Bartholdi has
been made assistant at the Crotona, Bronx.

Hunter Perry, Virginia’s smart exhibittor, was a weekender here. With Perry
was his Charlottesville city manager, Ed

NORMA SHEARER NOT
"O'HARA" CANDIDATE

Andy Kelly has been made an honorary
member of the newly organized Burlesque
Critics Association.

New

York

—

Norma

Shearer’s

decision

idea any further consideration.” Selznick,
regretting her decision, said “Miss Shearer
has made other arrangements, and we are
continuing the search begun several
months ago, and never interrupted, for an
unknown or comparatively unknown, actress for the part.”

GOLDWYN AHEAD ON
"POLO" SANS DOUG
Hollywood — Douglas

Harris,

who

brogue

in all Dixie

Fairbanks

we

still think

has

. . . Eddie

the finest
Plohn,

sists his boss Leonard Bergman,
bite” and with this we agree.

Eddie

Carrier,

who

tours

in-

“has

the

no

country

with Metro’s traveling studio, popped in
over the weekend to plan with Ray Bell
for a Washington visit of his itinerant
camera crew.
Bert Granoff, local lad who made good,
has been booked for a starring spot on the
Earle stage, where he got his first start,
for the tveek of April 2.
Baltimore’s Fred
his few visits here.

Greenway

made

one

of

Torn Clarke made a flying trip to Miami
where he bumped into vacationing brother
Jim

whom

Norman

he didn’t intend

to run into.

Pyle

to an

was

host

elegant

party preceding a private screening of
“Good
Earth” . . . George Cukor was guest
for a day.

has sold

his interest in the forthcoming “Adventures of Marco Polo,” which he had planned in collaboration with Samuel Goldwyn. Goldwyn, who now becomes the sole
producer, plans to start “Marco Polo”
about July 1 with Gary Cooper in the title
role. Robert E. Sherwood has written the
screenplay from the original outline by
Fairbanks who had, at one time, planned
it as a starring vehicle for himself.

trade

Stokowski Visits

20-B

has resumed the assistant manager’s post
at the Grand, Astoria, L. I. Mitchell Proffitt. former doorman at the Riyerside, has
been made assistant manager at the Nemo.

said that “other plans which I cannot divulge at this time preclude my giving the

nearly 300 baskets over the Passover. Erwin M. Charlae and Mrs. Lee Biben were
in charge of the distribution.

Einstein

of the Broadway in Haverstraw. Bill Bolger is acting as manager at the recently
acquired Bronxville.
Lou Turchen, formerly of the Academy
of Music staff, has been made assistant to
Paul Hamilton at the Blenheim. Ted Rodis

tivo

April 4 by the Variety Club has been postponed to April 25. The club distributed

Abe

been appointed supervisor of the circuit’s Ossining, N. Y., houses. Nick Kerry,
a newcomer, has been put in charge of the
Rockland, Nyack, N. Y.
Sturges Perry, former assistant at the
Westwood, has been promoted to manager

like a

his

a

looking

Goodfried, formerly assistant manager of the Crotona, has been advanced
to manager of the Monticello in Jersey
City, N. J. Harry Knoblauch, from Nyack,

not to play the role of Scarlett O’Hara
in “Gone With the Wind” for David O.
Selznick brought forth statements from
both parties here this week. Miss Shearer

Dave Molliver is planning to move
premium office to a new location.

months’ sojourn
million bucks.

Bob

has

Warren Conner. Erpi Philadelphia district sales representative, returned to active duty Tuesday after an absence of six
weeks during which
jor operation.

New York — Managerial changes in the
metropolitan Skouras Theatres circuit were
announced this week as follows:

Drive for Skouras
New York — On the occasion of the birthday of George P. Skouras, which falls on
April 23, the personnel of the Skouras
Theatre circuit of Greater New York, which
he heads, has set aside the weeks of April
18 to May 1 toward making theatre receipts
for the period exceed those for the same
period last year.

The Loew’s Boys Band provided music
Rolling.
for the annual White House Easter Egg
Frank La Falce is eating his Easter
in his Newark home.

Eggs

The Palace Theatre, Angie Ratto reports,
has installed new RCA sound equipment.
On March 13 the
wedded Forty Years.
Jack

Bryan

looks

Willie

Wilcox’

optimistically

were
to the

close of Paramount’s ad-selling drive, feeling that he’ll wind up right in the gelt.
Cameramen Hugo Johnson of Paramount’s crew and Universal’s Jimmy Lyons
have returned from their Presidential
junket to Warm Springs, Georgia.
Jack
again

Garrison’s

after a week’s

Belasco

is operating

darkness.
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Jimmy Ritz already en route to Hollywood,
the other two members of that anticsome
trio, Harry and Jimmy, will follow at the
end of the week . . . George S. Kaufmanfirst for a double O of his “You Can’t Take
It With You’’ in Chicago and then for
three months of Hollywood . . . It’s a vacation abroad for Edmund Lowe, via the file
de France . . . Shopping and shows for
Ketti Gallian . . . The
dorf have Fritz Lang.
Morton

Towers

at the Wal-

with

Pox

and

UA, has been appointed director of advertising for Astor Pictures . . . “Bests” from
the Columbia College year book: Picture:
“Mr. Deeds Goes to Town.” Play: “Tovarich.” Song: “I’ve Got You Under My
Skin.” Actor: Charles Laughton. Stage
Actor: Leslie Howard. Stage Actress: Katharine Cornell. Topic of Conversation: Sex
. . . Dancing on ice as well as a floor show
on

skates

is attracting

raves

for Wash-

ington’s Shoreham Hotel. Sam Shayon
of Panchon & Marco’s office here handled
the deal.
Now

do we know

how

Dashiell

Hammett

gets off those zippy “Thin Man” stories?
Damage allegedly done by beer, hard liquor and cigarettes to the furnishings of
a house leased to Hammett in Princeton,
N. J., is the subject of litigation instituted
by the landlord.
The

controversy

over the withdrawal

industry. Well, those German pictures were too heavy for individuals to

handle anyhow” . . . Condor Pictures has
leased space in the Empire Trust Bldg. . . .
Louis A. Solomon, film importer, has taken
an office in the RKO Bldg.
No relation: Edwin C. Hill, former
Movietone News commentator, goes back
to his own air program April 5 . . . Blair
Hill has resigned from Dictograph Products Co. to publish Hearing Aid News.
The controversy over the withdrawal of
Club at the Alvin, the first Frolic in three
years, netted $5,300 . . .Harold Rodner
and A. H. Schwartz were in Saranac over
the weekend, discussing details for a new
operating room
ial Hospital.

York — Harry

at the Will Rogers

Brandt

has

taken

at 12th St. and
and has renamed
the 77th unit in

25th anniversary in the boxoffices of Richmond theatres. She was a familiar figure
at the old Rex. the Victor, the Odeon, and
other playhouses of the silent days. She
has been at the Byrd a little over two

The Zenith, newest in the Leff-Myers
chain, at 170th St. and Jerome Ave., Bronx,
will open its doors April 15. There are 600
seats. The same circuit has taken over the
Radio, in the Bronx, from M. Shane.
has

closed

the

Parkway

years.
Allen Sparrow of Loew’s played host for
a few hours last week to George Jones and
Harry Berstein who ran down to Norfolk

in

from

The Highland, Highland, N. J., has been
acquired by William L. Berman. It was
formerly run by Robert Horowitz.

anniversary
tution.

of the adoption

tres. Bill Dalton, for three years at Loew’s,
opened at the Byrd on Easter Monday.

Friday night saw the opening of two
theatres. The Schuyler, a new 600-seat
theatre at 84th St. and Columbus Ave.,
Manhattan, got under way under the joint
sponsorship of Ben Knoble, William Yost
and John Bolte. The inaugural program
consisted of a single feature, a policy the
management plans to maintain indefinitely.

Harvey Hammond, formerly at Loew’s in
Baltimore, has been officiating at the local
Loew organ for the past month.
Jack
for a

Charles

N.

Memor-

Europe Satof Pennsylthe commitof the 150th

of the Consti-

J.— Federal

Robert

Va. — A

step

toward

April

making

in town

of “Top

of the

a good

will tour

HONORS

Grove,

Pa. — James

Maurice

Graver, manager of Warner’s Grove Theatre here, has been awarded the “Disting-

unioniza-

uished Citizens Award”

for “outstanding

service to the community.”
The presentation was made by Commander James White, of the Liberty Post No.
308, American Legion. The award is made
each

year by the Legion post to the citizen of Willow Groves who does the most
for the community.

Terms, as announced by Harris Boome,
union representative, provide for a 20 per
cent wage increase and time and a half
for employment on Sunday.

SEEK
ON

Columbia,

JAMES M. GRAVER

Theatre of Pocahontas, Va., signed contracts with the lATSE, an AFL affiliate.

GRAINGER

with
ahead

Findley,

Willow

tion of all theatres in Mercer, McDowell,
Wyoming, Tazewell, Bland, Raleigh and
Giles counties was made when the Palace

COAST

New

THEATRE

York — Queens

BANDIT

police

were

this

week

general sales manager, arrived here late
this week for conferences with Charles R.

on the lookout for the lone bandit who
held up the Merrick Theatre, Jamaica,
L. I., and escaped with a reported $700.
Charles Sherrin, the assistant manager,

Rogers on
schedule.

was

Hollywood — J.

R.

Grainger,

the company’s

Universal's

1937-38

feature

HEADQUARTERS

niVVn

dim V
DARTMOUTH

accosted by the thug while preparing to take the money to the bank Monday.

EXHIBITORS

d II

1 nXl
BETWEEN

FOR

ALL

nearby — Cars

WITH

New

SPECIAL

WEEKLY

called

and

England

for

Dinners

50c,

ISc,

$1.00
GEORGE
E. CLARK,

line

by

door.

BATH

RATES
Rate

Served

Club Breakfast 15c to 65c
Luneheons
25e to 5®c

AVENUE

bath — $4.00, $5.00, $6.00 a day.
Sinjrie rooms — $2.00, $2.50 a day

delivered.

Food

BOSTON

Boston, Mass.

Six minutes’ walk from film district
minutes from ali Back Bay Stations. Elevated bus
Transfers to all parts of Boston and suburbs.

Garage

IN

& MASSACHUSETTS

Suites for families of four; parlor, two bedrooms,
Double rooms — $2.50, $3.00, $3.50, $4.00 a day

Excellent

WHEN

455 Columbus Ave.

¥

STREET

150 ROOMS,
Referee

E. Steedle has set April 20 for resumption of the William Pox bankruptcy
examinations here. Hearings were originally scheduled for March 31, but Steedle
asked postponement because of the delay
in decisions on federal court matters which
involve Pox and affect certain phases of
the examination here.
BOXOFFICE

days

COMMUNITY

POCAHONTAS THEATRE
CONCURS WITH UNION

Date for Hearing
City,

Goldstein,
few

for “March of Time,” was in Richmond
Town.”
just
long enough to contact the papers and
theatres

On the same evening. Springer & Cocalis
reopened the Loyal at Washington Heights,
formerly known as the Majestic. Seating
capacity has been reduced from 1,500 to
800. The policy is double features.

Richmond,

to take a look at Sparto eat hot panned crab

For the first time in several years, Richmond is listening to organists in two thea-

The 242-seat newsreel house going up in
the Grand Central Terminal will open
May 3.

Three

Atlantic

Richmond
row’s show and

meat.

Joseph Bernhard, general manager of
Warner Bros, theatre circuit, was notified
before sailing on the Paris for
urday, that Governor Earle
vania had appointed him to
tee arranging the celebration

April 26 Mrs. Jean Woodson Koenig,
cashier at the Byrd, will celebrate her

of

“Amphitryon” here brings to mind H. I.
Phillips’ quip in the New York Sun: “The
Nazi government now controls the German
movie

QN
New

over the Folk Theatre
Second Ave., Manhattan,
it the Century, making
his fast growing circuit.

Ed Spiegel
the Bronx.

Sellner, formerly

RICHMOND

THEATRE MOVES IN
NEW YORK AREA

YORK

50c

in

for

24

the

hours.

Savoy

Cafe

Also a la earte menu
No IJcense Dining Room
No room
Manager

service

charge
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JUST OFF THE PRESS!
THE 1937

FILM DAILY
YEAR BOOK

Weighs over 6 lbs.
Contains nearly 1,300 pages.
Beautifully hound.

MOTION

Free

THE

Subscribers
FILM

DAILY

Your Check for $10.00
Will Bring You This

COMPLETE
THE FILM DAILY
Every day except Sunday,
covering the news of the
industry; reviews of features and short subjects
equipment; a
publication
every exhibitor needs.
SHORT SUBJECT
QUARTERLIES
Four times a year; an issue
devoted
exclusively to
Short Subjects, giving reviews, programs, exploitation ideas, in fact, everything about shorts.

PICTURES
★

The largest and most comprehensive volume in the long series of
Film Daily Year Books is now being distributed to paid subscribers of The Film Daily. The 1937 book, 19th edition, contains nearly
1,300 pages of valuable reference material. Among the many items
of interest are included: PICTURES — 16,170 titles of features released since 1915 showing distributors and Film Daily review
dates; Features released during 1936 with casts and credits; Features and short subject series released during 1936, arranged by
distributing companies; serials released since 1920 showing stars,
directors and years of release; a list of features imported from foreign countries during 1936; a compilation showing producers and
distributors of short subject series. PERSONNEL — Names, addresses,
telephone numbers, cable addresses, officers, department heads
and boards of directors of important film companies; another section with the addresses and manpower affiliated with studios and
production organizations; Officers and directors of clubs, guilds
and organizations associated with the motion picture industry.
PERSONALITIES— The 1935 and 1936 work of 3,124 players, 218
producers, associate producers and supervisors; 281 directors; 809
authors; 635 screenplay writers; 181 cameramen; 196 film editors;
152 music composers and supervisors; and 27 dance directors.
LISTS — A complete equipment Buying Guide; feature producers,
short subject producers, cartoon producers, industrial producers,
newsreel, theatre supply dealers, laboratories, color processes,
trailers, insurance brokers, projection rooms, agents and managers, play and story brokers exchanges (including names of
managers and product handled). THEATRES — Complete list of
theatres in the United States and Canada arranged by state and
provinces; separate list of circuits with four or more theatres.
FINANCIAL — Summaries of all motion picture companies whose
stocks are listed on financial markets. FOREIGN — Exporters and
importers; outlook for 1937; international survey of film markets.
EXPLOITATION — Complete manual of tested exploitation stunts;

of

To

of

showman's calendar. AGENTS' TELEPHONES of players, directors
and writers. LEGAL — Court decisions of 1936 compiled and digested by Herbert T. Silverberg. BIRTHDAYS AND BIRTHPLACES
of important film folk, and 1,001 other items of interest.

SERVICE
DIRECTOR'S ANNUAL
PRODUCTION GUIDE

&

jI THE

FILM

DAILY

I

I

1501 Broadway, New

*

Dear

I

The

*
I

I enclose $10.00 (foreign $15.00).

I
I

Filmdom's Recognized Book
of Reference. Nearly thir-

I
I

NAME

I
I

teen hundred pages covering every branch of the
industry.

I

STREET

I

'

CITY

Every

June — A volume devoted to Production plans,
activities and credits.

FILM

DAILY

YEAR

BOOK

York City

|

Sir:
Please enter my subscription to the FILM DAILY,
Film Daily Service.

STATE

I
and

’
I

APRIL

10, 1937
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(and so must your house records)

Robert

Montgomery

and Rosalind

NIGHT

MUST

Russell

m

FALL with

Dame May Whitty • Alan
Marshall •MerleTottenham
Kathleen Harrison. Produced
by Hunt Stromberg • Directed by
Richard Thorpe • Based on the
astonishing international stage
success • An M-G-M Picture

Because M-'G-M dares again and comes
through with a thrill-hit! Different!
Unique! Startling! Nothing to compare
with it! And remember this: Robert
Montgomery’s daring, terrifyingly
brilliant new role will steal dramatic
acting honors this year! The next BIG
attraction from Roaring Leo!

BDXDFFICE
THE

NATIONAL

FILM

W E E K L T

PUBLISHED

IN

SEVEN

SECTIONAL

EDITIONS

Let's See the '^Stretch"
In his 15th annual report to the board of
directors of the MPPDA Will H. Hays entered a
plea for self-regulation of the industry's internal
affairs involving exhibitor-distributor relations.
Said Mr. Hays:
"There is enough elasticity in the trade
structure of the industry and enough men of good

Obviously there is another motive than "just
cause" that underlies these censorship proposals.
Yet the industry needs to do more than merely
point to its fine record when such matters arise.
Here is but another instance of how far out of

will within it— exhibitors, distributors and producers— to solve through self-regulation all its
trade problems that exist or may arise from time

hand — and reason — legislation can get. And
here, again, is but another reason why exhibitors need to be constantly on the alert — and prop-

to time."
Mr. Hays is absolutely right — there is
enough elasticity and there are enough men of
PUBLISHED
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proponents. They have been advocated altogether without cause, at least such cause as
usually tends to provoke censorship measures.

good

erly organized — to defend their rights and interests against inimical and indiscriminate legislation.

-will; but so far none in the production-distribution end of this business has come forward

to give enough "stretch" to
ulation from without. No
wants to see this business
of governmental agencies;
are sponsoring legislative

stop the cries for regsane thinking person
placed in the hands
not even those who
measures that hold

such dangers, directly or indirectly. But that's the
way things are headed, unless
Unless those on the "take" end do some
"giving" — and more freely, which is the kind of
elasticity that counts and what self-regulation

Faux Pass
Nominated for lifetime membership in the
Bonehead Club is T. R. Noble Jr. of Oklahoma
City for his act in presenting the Oklahoma senators with passes so big they would be ashamed
to carry them. A newspaper columnist thought
this was a clever stunt; but, evidently, he was
unaware of the trouble senators can be to this
industry, without such special invitations.

implies. In elastics the "two-way stretch" is superior to that which pulls only in one direction.

Static Statistics
Senseless Censoirslii|i
It is strange, indeed, that so many censorship bills should this year have been placed in
the hoppers of a number of state legislatures;
strange in the face of the very definite improvement in the whoiesomeness of motion pictures
during the past few years and within the past
year in particular.
As noted in the news pages of BOXOFFICE, last issue, 101 of 104 films reviewed
during the first three months of this year were
suitable for family showings. Of the three that
were rated as strictly "Adult" entertainments, two
were foreign-made. Ninety-seven per cent of the
films merited "Family" classification — a record
high-mark and especially noteworthy as compared with the 87 per cent score of the first
quarter of 1936.
The censorship movements are not being
seriously considered by the colleagues of their

While 18 state legislatures have adjourned,
27 still are in session with a total of some 290
measures pending against this industry. In addition, approximately 50 bills are in the hopper
in Congress. All of which makes a lot of work
for the handful of hard-working exhibitors that
usually share the brunt of these legislative battles. Strong exhibitor organization, both national
and state, was never more essential than today —
and, for that matter, tomorrow, for this is "only
the beginning, folks, only the beginning!"

FEDERAL AND STATE LEGISUTIVE
MILLS GRIND DDT INDDSTRY BILLS
Tax Proposals Form Bulk
of State Proposals;
Censorship Next
The legislative mill is grinding full force
on measures in Congress and state legislatures involving the motion picture industry. With the introduction of a bill in
the house that would exact a two per cent
gross receipts tax from exhibitors in the
District of Columbia: the passage of a bill
in Kansas providing for a two per cent
retail sales tax, and a new measure in
Colorado calling for a two per cent tax on
admissions, the 1937 legislative balance
sheet affecting the industry this week
stands as follows:
Forty-five measures pending in Congress.
Approximately 290 bills awaiting action in
29 legislatures.
Six bills passed in 19 states where
sions have adjourned.

ses-

The bulk of the new legislation provides for various forms of gross receipts
taxes, 19 such measure having thus far
been introduced. Another burdensome form
of legislation seeks to establish film censor boards in eight states. In both categories these represent new highs. At present but six states have film censorship.
“Divorce”

Score

Even

The campaign by Allied States Ass’n of
Motion Picture Exhibitors to compel producers to divest themselves of theatre
holdings stands at an even score. But one
state. North Dakota, has passed a “divorce” measure, and its constitutionality
has yet to stand a test. Indiana has killed
a similar bill, while four more are pending
in California, Ohio, Minnesota and Wisconsin.
The Pettengill-Neely anti-block booking
measure stands as the most serious of the
industry reform bills pending in Congress
following the action by the house immigration committee Wednesday in tabling
the Dickstein alien actors bill.
Among the 45 measures pending in Congress directly and indirectly affecting the
industry are the following:
In the

House

H. R. 1606 — To prevent shipment of articles
made
by per.sons employed more than five days
per week
or six hours per day. Introduced by
Connery.
H. J. Res. 17 — Regulating hours and conditions
of labor to establish minimum
wages, prevent
unfair methods and practices, etc. By Ford.
H. R. 1 — Federal industrial commission to aid
unemployment
in industry. By Ludlow.
H. R. 22 — Federal motion picture council; licensing motion pictures to provide for wholesome
films. By Culkin.
H. R. 23— Regulation of block booking of motion pictures. By Culkin.
H. R. 30 — Alien actors bill. By Dickstein.
H. R. 1669 — Regulation of block booking of
motion pictures. By Pettengill.
H. R. 2506 — Uniform system of bankruptcy. By
Wilcox.
to

H. R. 2695 — Revision of copyright
Duffy copyright bill). By Moser,

H. R. 2897 — Voluntary
competition, child labor,
Lamneck.
PI. R.

4

3004 — Copyright

codes
hours,
law

law

(similar

relating to fair
wages, etc. By

revision.

By

Bloom.

Tax-Free Bonds Termed

Studio Crafts Win
Ten Per Cent Hike

"Greatest Tax Evil"
New

York — Permitting

the

bonds

of the various divisions of government, federal, state and municipal,
to go tax-free is the greatest evil
in the nation’s tax situation, C. C.
Pettijohn, general counsel of the
MPPDA, said this week.

New

H. J. Res. 194 — Taxing foreign subsidiaries of
American film companies 50 per cent of income.
By

O'Malley.
H. R. 4214 — To regulate sales in interstate commerce. By Colmer.
Daly.
H. R. 5275 — Revision of copyright law.
By
H. R. 5396 — Repeal of all admission taxes. By
Peyser.
H. R. 160 — Investigation charges violation by
film companies
of anti-trust laws; regarding
block booking, blind selling, etc. Full text of bill
in BOXOFFICE
for April 3, page 6. By Hobbs.
H.

R. 6038 — License tax certain places of amusement in the District of Columbia. By Collins.

In the Senate
S. B. 10 — To regulate industry and foreign commerce and to provide and define additional powers and duties of federal trade commission. By
O’ Mahoney.
S. B. 668 — Child labor bill. By Capper.
S. B. 7 — Copyright bill. By Duffy.
S. B. 721 — Licensing corporations in Interstate
commerce.
By Borah.
S. B. 592 — Child labor bill. By Clark.
S. B. 153 — Block booking of motion
By Neely.
S.

B. 100 — Regulate
lies. By Tydings.

commerce

against

pictures.
monopo-

S. B. 175 — Five-day week — six hours per day.
By Black.
S. B. 1077 — Creating Federal Trade Commission. By Barkley.
S. B. 1485 — Prohibiting pictures of naval and
military equipment. By Walsh and Sheppard.
S.

B.

S. B.
Wheeler.

1546 — Taxing
merce. By Harrison.

sales

in

1581 — Supplementing
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Interstate

anti-trust

motion

picture

indus-

agreed to a revision of its demands for “a
substantial increase in wages.”

com-

laws.

By
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York — The

try’s production payroll was increased by
$3,000,000 a year this week when the major producers’ committee negotiating with
union heads here under the studios’ fiveyear basic agreement granted a 10 per cent
wage increase to some 20,000 workers.
Recognition for the Screen Actors’ Guild,
representing 5,000 or more players and extras, was held in abeyance and will be
negotiated between Kenneth Thomson, its
executive secretary, and Pat Casey, head of
the producers’ committee, on the coast. The
Guild’s demands were supported by the
major craft unions included in the basic
agreement.
The present wage boost represents a total increase in the last two years of 21 per
cent, or approximately $6,000,000, Casey
said. The unions receiving increases this
year are International Alliance of Theatrical Stage Employes and Moving Picture
Operators, the Brotherhood of Carpenters
and Joiners, International Brotherhood of
Electrical Workers, International Brotherhood of Teamsters and Chauffeurs.
The increase represents a compromise
after long sessions in which the labor group
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ANTI-NAZIS DEMAND
COLUMBIA HALT FILM
New

York

— Continuing

its campaign

against film companies that deal in properties having their origin in Germany, the
Joint Boycott Council of the American
Jewish Congress this week requested Jack
Cohn, vice-president of Columbia, to abandon its scheduled production of a feature
based on “Schloss in Flanders,” the original of which is said to have been purchased by Columbia from German Tobis.
In his reply to the Council, Cohn disclaimed knowledge of the transaction and
said that the complaint had been forwarded to the coast studios, where final decision rested.
The Council’s plan to boycott the Roxy
and RKO theatres in and around New York
in retaliation for RKO Radio’s refusal to
take “The Soldier and the Lady” off its
release schedule failed to materialize when
Leo Spitz, RKO president, explained certain scenes from the Nazi-financed original, titled “Michael Strogoff,” had been
bought in good faith.
BOXOFFICE
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"Off the Horse

BUSTIR UIEST on
tom FBtRlEBtH

“Ready to Serve
“Hi-Ya,Doc?”

g again . . . May’s
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with exrra short subjects to
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programs.
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NEW IMPETUS TO TELEVISION
IN RADIO NETWORK RIVALRY
CBS Seeks Most Powerful
Trcmsmitter; NBC Into
Field Test Series
New

York — Quietly

developing

its plans,

Columbia Broadcasting System was this
week revealed as having made marked
progress in the field of television, with an
application pending before the Federal
Communications Commission at Washington for permission to construct one of the
world’s most powerful combined television
and sound broadcasting stations.
NBC

Field

Tests

On the heels of this announcement came
the news that National Broadcasting Co.
had begun a series of field tests of television, using improved equipment. The
tests will continue through the spring and
summer. Helen Hayes, Lanny Ross and
Walter Damrosch are among the artists
scheduled to appear in a series of programs
which will be sent over the air daily from
the transmitter in the Empire State Bldg,
tower here to 75 receiving stations scattered throughout the metropolitan area.
New apparatus, capable of 441-line definition, is expected to give a more sensitive
reception.
Thus moves a considerable step forward
a development about which there is wide
speculation, and some iear, as to its affects
on the motion picture industry.

CBS proposes to operate its station at a
peak power of 30 kilowatts, equal to that
of a transmitter to be constructed on the
Eiffel Tower in Paris which previously had
been described as the most powerful television transmitter on earth. The station
will be atop the 74-story Chrysler skyscraper in downtown New York. It is expected to provide coverage within a radius
of some 40 miles over a total area of about
4,800 square miles.
While CBS is not a newcomer in the
television field, having continuously pushed
experiments which it started many years
ago, this was the first general disclosure
that the radio network had plans prepared
for high definition television broadcasting.
The chain started television broadcasts in
1931, discontinuing them two years later
because of the realization that further
laboratory research was necessary.
With

Higher

Definition

The planned transmitter will operate on
a 441 -line basis as compared to the 60-line
images of 1933, CBS engineers said. It is
the number of transmitted lines which determines the clearness of a reproduced picture. The engineers said that sufficient
detail will be provided on the images received to make them comparable in fineness of detail to pictures projected by home
motion picture projectors.
Columbia’s under-cover development of
audible broadcasting is in contrast to
6

NEWS BRIEFS
Studio Space Needs Grow
as Commercials Increase
Production of films for advertising purposes further restricts rental space, lack of
which heretofore has handicapped independents.

New Copyright Measure
Pushed by Texas Solon
Federal bill would remove minimum violation penalty, leaving question of damages
to the direction of the court.

Music Society Revamping
Its Executive Personnel
Ascap sets up an administrative committee with E. C. Mills as chairman; John C.
Paine succeeds Mills as general manager.

Pioneer Film Producer
Is Dead in France
Emil Pathe, who died Monday in Paris,
originated Pathe Freres, which became
Pathe Exchanges and Pathe Film Co. in
America

NBC’s widely heralded television experiments and research which have been conducted in association with its parent company, RCA. Observers this week believed
that a rivalry for supremacy in television
between the two major networks is certain.
English

More

Nearly Tenth of Trade
Revenue to Advertising
Approximately $70,000,000 annually is
expended by motion picture industry, Gordon S. White, Educational advertising and
publicity director, tells Hunter College students.

Will H. Hays to MPPDA
Helm for Sixteenth Year
Organization also reelects other officials
at annual meeting in New York. Three new
directors added to board for total of 17.

New

Film Company

Buys

Old Men"
to "Nine
Rightsacquires
Condor
much-discussed
novel by
Drew Pearson and Robert Allen on the
U.
S. supreme court. Script up for Hays
okay.
UA Negotiating a New
Contract With Selznick
Producer will continue his present association with the company, George J. Schaefer, vice-president, tells Boxofpice.

Field

Active

Meanwhile, it is reported from London
that English television users are benefiting by a reduced cost of receivers. Television is now available in England on the
installment plan. A small deposit places a
receiver in the home, and thereafter there
are weekly payments of $5. The receivers
now cost approximatly $408, having been
reduced from $613. A secondary model has
been reduced to a cost of $360, and one of
the major manufacturers has announced
that if demand expands sufficiently the
price of its set may be cut to $250.
As in England, the cost of television receivers in the United States is expected to
be beyond the reach of the average user
at the start, as was the case with radio
sets. And while television sets of the
highest fidelity are expected to be expensive for some years, adjustments no
doubt will be made in the price of some
models to permit wide reception in homes
within a few years. While technical imperfections still are to be overcome in
transmission, engineers are making progress, with a high degree of clarity in
reception already reported achieved.

New

York

NBC

Units

— Continuing

its expansion.

National Broadcasting Co. this week added
to its coast-to-coast networks three new
stations. These are WDEL, Wilmington,
Del.; WORK, York, Pa.; and KSOO, Sioux
Falls, S. D. The additions increase the
total of NBC affiliated stations to 124.

Recognition of Merit
cm Inspiration
New

York — Acknowledging

the se-

lection of “Manhattan Waterfront”
of Van Beuren’s “World on Parade”
short subject series as the “Short of
the Week” in Boxoffice, April 3 issue, Amedee J. Van Beuren, president
of the Van Beuren Corp., wrote
Boxoffice:

“We appreciate the distinction
given this reel. Recognition of this
nature by a nationally known trade
paper serves as an inspiration in
continuing to make the better grade
of pictures for the present day discriminating audiences.”

BOXOFTICE
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der discussion between
and A. W. Smith

George J. Schaefer

jr., general sales mana-

Universal — Plans for a general sales
ger.
meeting, tentatively scheduled for May 17
to 19 in Los Angeles, may be changed to
several regional meetings. James R. Grainger, general sales manager, now in Hollywood for conferences with Charles R. Rogers, production head.
Warner Bros. — Date and place to be decided this week by Gradwell L. Sears, general sales manager.

NEW

GN STUDIOS CAN
HANDLE FIVE UNITS

Hollywood — Fully prepared

to take care

of five shooting companies at the same
time, the Grand National studios, which
opened here April 6, is one of the bestequipped studios in California. The plant
has ten acres of ground space, providing
Grand

Birdseye view of the new

Grand

National Studios formally opened April 1.

Most Majors Prefer West
Coast for Sales Parleys
New

York — The

major

film

companies

this week continued to announce dates and
places for their annual sales meetings
scheduled for May and June preliminary to
field drives by salesmen concentrating on
the 1937-38 product. Los Angeles, adjacent to Hollywood, headquarters of production, is most favored by the companies
for their sales conclaves, M-G-M. 20th
Century-Fox, Paramount and Grand National selecting the west coast for their
meetings.
Listed alphabetically by companies, the
dates and places for sales conventions this
year are as follows:
Columbia — Date not to be decided until
Jack Cohn leaves for Hollywood later this
month for conferences with Harry Cohn.
GB — The meets will be divided into two
parts with the eastern sales staff convening here during the first week in June
and the staff operating in the west meeting the following week, probably in Hollywood. Arthur A. Lee, vice-president, leaves
for England on April 29 to discuss the
forthcoming season’s product with GB production executives. Lee will return to
America early in June in time for the eastern convention.
Grand National — Probably the second
week in May at the new Grand National
studios in Hollywood. Edward Peskay,
general sales manager, and Edward Finney, publicity and advertising head, left
for the west coast late this week.

M-G-M — The
BOXOFFICE

annual

sales convention

: : April 10, 1937.

will be held at the Culver City studios
starting the week of May 2 with delegates
making their headquarters at the Ambassador Hotel, Los Angeles. William F.
Rodgers, general manager of sales and distribution; Thomas J. Connors, eastern and
southern sales manager; Edward M. Saunders, western sales manager, and Howard
Dietz, director of advertising, publicity and
exploitation, will be prominent among
those in attendance. The eastern representation leaves for the west coast late
this month.
Monogram — The first of several regional
sales conventions will be held in Chicago
during the first or second week in May, according to latest information from W. Ray
Johnston, president. All Monogram branch
offices will be in full operation by that
time. Exact date and place for the first
sales meet will be decided upon later.
Paramount — Annual sales convention
will be held June 10 to 13 inclusive at the
Ambassador Hotel, Los Angeles. District
and branch managers in the U. S. and
Canada, home office executives and studio
production heads will attend.
RKO Radio — A mid-June sales convention is tentatively scheduled to be held in
Los Angeles.
Republic — Date and place will
cided upon until J. J. Milstein,
dent in charge of sales, arrives
wood next week for conferences
pany producers.

not be device-presiin Hollywith com-

United Artists — Date and place now

un-

National with facilities for expansion should further space be needed in
the future. Included is an exterior tank,
made of concrete, for water shots. This is
five feet deep and 40 feet wide, allowing
for the erection of a complete setting
which
ments. may be flooded for story requireEdward L. Alperson, president of Grand
National Films, signed the ten-year lease
on the studios, which was formerly the
Educational lot, after several weeks of
negotiations. Under its former aegis it
served as the starting point for some of
the screen’s outstanding stars.

Sets Fund Campaign
Hollywood — A.

P.

Waxman,

handling

publicity for the Will Rogers Hospital
drive, arrived here early this week in connection with this year’s ca,mpaign for the
Rogers Memorial Fund to be observed in
theatres the week beginning April, 30.
While here Waxman will arrange for the
filming of a short subject showing various
industry leaders endorsing the drive. This
will be shown throughput the country.

Expand Roadshow
New

York — With

present

plans

calling

for two-a-day engagements of “Lost Horizon” in important spots in every exchange
territory, 19 new dates were set by the
home office during the past week bringing the total to more than 50. Because
of the success of the roadshow presentations already played, “Columbia Pictures
Corp. is planning complete national coverage under this policy,” said Jack Cohn,
company vice-president, here this week.

New Divorce Bill
Madison,

Wis. — With

one

bill designed

to divorce production and distribution from
exhibition reposing in committee. Assemblyman Earl Hall last week introduced a
new measure containing similar provisions.
Hall said that the measure was introduced
at the behest of the Independent Home
Owned Theatre Ass’n of Milwaukee.

7

ACADEMY BULLETIN
EXPLAINS NEW UNIT

Name Chairmen
for Rogers Fund
New

York — Thirty-five

branch

mana-

gers have been appointed as zone chairmen to organize territorial campaigns for
the Will Rogers Memorial Fund in the national drive to be held the week of April
30. Each zone head is selecting a group
of representative exhibitors to serve on
local committees. Theatre collections are
planned, in addition to theatre memberships and individual contributions, for the
maintenance of the Will Rogers Memorial
Hospital, Saranac Lake, N. Y.
The zone chairmen are: William Scully, M-G-M, New York; Phillip Fox, Columbia, Albany, N. Y.; John Ezell, Universal,
Atlanta: Tom Spry, United Artists, Boston; Sid Samson, 20th Century-Fox, Buffalo; B. Bishop, M-G-M, Charlotte; Clyde
Eckhardt, 20th Century-Fox, Chicago; Joe
Oulahan, Paramount, Cincinnati; Prank
Drew, M-G-M, Cleveland; Duke Clark,
Paramount, Columbus; J. Frank Shea,
United Artists, Dallas; R. J. Morrison, 20th
Century-Fox, Denver; S. J. Mayer. 20th
Century-Fox, Des Moines; Fred North,
Warner, Detroit; George Landis, 20th
Century-Fox. Indianapolis; Erman Price,
Paramount, Jacksonville; William Warner,
Warner, Kansas City.
Also Carroll Peacock. Paramount, Los
Angeles; Tom Young, 20th Century-Fox,
Memphis; Sam Shurman, M-G-M, Milwaukee: Ben Blotcky, Paramount, Minneapolis: Barney Pitkin, RKO, New Haven;
Harold Wilks, Paramount, New Orleans:
R. B. Williams, RKO, Oklahoma City; D.
V. McLucas, United Artists, Omaha; Bob
Lynch, M-G-M, Philadelphia; Ira H. Cohn,
20th Century-Fox, Pittsburgh: Charles
Powers, 20th Century-Fox, Portland: Morris Schweitzer, Paramount, St. Louis; F.
H. Smith, Paramount, Salt Lake City;
Cecil House, Paramount, San Antonio:
Charles Muehlman, Warner, San Francisco; Ed Lamb, RKO, Seattle; Sherman
Pitch, RKO, Sioux Falls; Sam Galanty,
Columbia, Washington, D. C.

Hollyw'ood

— Outlining

the changes

bulletin’s advice, releases of all major companies will be recorded to fit the new unit.
The system was evolved by the Academy’s
research committee, headed by John Hilliard, with the cooperation of Electrical
Research Products, Inc., and the RCA
Mfg. Co. Test runs were made at various
theatres in the Los Angeles area.
Chief advantage of the unit is uniform
quality of sound reproduction from all producing companies in all theatres.

—

Widespread

repeal of sales

taxes and chain store taxes, simultaneously with the placing of reliance on the
personal income tax for a much larger
portion of tax revenues, are the first major recommendations for the improvement
of the nation’s tax system released by the
committee on taxation of the Twentieth
Century Fund following the completion of
a two year survey by a staff of tax experts, according to an announcement by
Thomas I. Parkinson, president of the
Equitable Life Assurance Society and
chairman

of the Fund’s special committee.
COWAN

TO

Hollywood — Rubey

Pa. — Darrell

Kepler,

DAWN
(WB)— The rank and file
patrons will find the action unnatural and the plot stereotyped in this

synoptical version of "The Charge of the
Light Brigade" which lacks the dynamic
action of that epic. Kay Francis, Errol
Flynn.
MILE-A-MINUTE
LOVE
(Fanchon Royer)— A
strictly formula action yam
played out
against

a

background

of speed-boat

rac-

ing, this low-budget production hits a satisfactory standard. William Bakewell, Arietta Duncan.

SILENT

BARRIERS (GB) — Built on epic proportions, there is excitement and thrills

aplenty
around

in this ambitious melodrama
the adventures encountered

woven
in the

railroad.

THINK
FAST,
MR.
MOTO
(20th-Fox)— A
smooth blend of action, suspense, mystery and comedy results in a thrilling picture, destined for boxoffice success. Peter
Lorre,

Virginia

Field.

TOO MANY
WIVES (RKO)— A force comedy
that smacks of the old silent days, this
mild effort is short on laughs and below
the standard of the usual RKO
product.
John Morley, Anne Shirley.

COMPLETE REVIEWS on the above
pictures will appear in an early issue
of BOXOFFICE.

COAST

Cowan,

formerly

with the National Broadcasting Co., is here
to assume his new duties in the Paramount
Studio. He will handle radio contacts.

Into Own
Cleveland — The

Building

Brush

Development

Co.

on April 1 moved into its own four-story
building at 3311 Perkins Ave. The history
of this company has been one of continual
growth and progress in the electronic
field and in the advancement of public
address equipment.

Darrell Kepler Dead
Sharon,

*

FLASHES

ANOTHER
oi iilm

building of the Canadian Pacific
Richard Arlen, Antoinette Cellier.

Drive Against Taxes
York

RKVIEW

in

equipment which will be necessary in motion picture theatres which desire to adopt
the new standard electric characteristic for
two-way sound reproducing systems, a
technical bulletin has been released to all
exhibitors by the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences.
Elimination of the old practice of adjusting theatre sound equipment to satisfy
individual groups has been accomplished
through the new standard characteristic.
Showmen will be enabled to change over
at a nominal cost, and, according to the

New

•

44, inven-

tor of the Vigilant Safety Control, a safety
device for motion picture projectors, died
at the wheel of his auto late last week.

Hold
York —Over
“Seventh"Heaven"
Heaven” was

New
UA

New

RELEASING

CORONATION

York — United

ing held over for a second

SHORT

BARS

Berlin — With

CHARLIE

CHAN

no explanation

given, the

Third Reich censor has banned “Charlie
Chan at the Opera.” Apparently the theme
of Detective Charlie’s activities ran contrary to the propaganda ministry’s policy.

8

be-

at 22

key city situations, according to reports
received at the 20th Century-Fox home
office here late last week. Among these

Artists will release a

one-reel short, produced in England and
titled “Preparing for the Coronation,” in
several foreign countries, annoimces Arthur W. Kelly, vice-president in charge of
foreign distribution.

BERLIN

week

were New York’s Radio City Music Hall.

Ninth Radio Year

Ned E. Depinet, vice-president of RKO
Radio Pictures deft), congratulates
William

McShea

on

the post of assistant

his promotion

to

to A. A. Schu-

bart, center. Schubart’s new title is
manager of exchange operations for
the company.

(Metropolitan

Photo).

New

York

— Freeman

F.

Gosden

and

Charles J. Correll, better known as “Amos
and Andy,” recently observed their ninth
anniversary on the air in the same series
of programs. They have been heard in
more than 5,000 broadcasts.
BOXOFFICE

::

April

10, 1937.

Metro's "Maijtime" Is March
Winner of Blue Ribbon Award
Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer's elaborate operetta of springtime and
romance, "Maytime," starring Jeanette MacDonald and Nelson
Eddy, has been selected by an overwhelming majority vote of the
National Screen Council as the outstanding production among
March releases, and the winner of the BOXOFFICE Blue Ribbon
Award for that month.

This Award is given each
month to the film receiving
the highest number of votes

The story opens in 1905 with Jeanette MacDonald seeking advice
from an elderly woman as to whether she should pursue love or
an operatic career. The story then goes back to 1865, as the
woman, who was once a famous opera star in love with a young
singer, consents to a loveless marriage with the impresario to
whom she owes her career. The picture ends with Miss MacDonald
and Nelson Eddy being reunited and the operatic ambitions of the
former cast aside for love.

by the members of the National Screen Council, whose
selection is governed by outstanding merit and suitability of the film to whole-family entertainment. Members
of the Council include over
200 motion pieture editors of
leading newspapers throughout the country, motion picture reviewing committee of
the International Federation
of Catholic

Alumnae,

and

state motion picture chairmen of the General Federation of Women’s

Clubs.

Cast
Marcia
Paul
Nicolai

of Characters

Jeanette

MacDonald
Nelson Eddy
John Barrymore

Archipenco

Herman

Kip
Barbara
Ellen

Bing

Tom Brown
Lynne Carver
Rafaela Ottiano

Production
Director

Robert

Z. Leonard

Hunt

Stromberg

Producer

Screenplay by
Noel Langley
Based on the Play by
Music by

Rida

Johnson

Young

Sigmund Romberg
Herbert Stothart

and

Libretto for Original
Russian Opera by

Adaptation

Recording

Rudyard
Secretary

Walter Kingsford
Edgar Norton

Napoleon
Mme. Fanchon

Guy Bates Post
Anna Demetrio

Staff
Vocal Arraiigements

by
Leo

Opera

Sequences
William

Guilbert

Director ....

Arnaud

by
Von

Wymetal

Dances Staged by
Yal Raset
Musical Adaptation and
Direction by
Herbert Stothart
Art Director
Cedric Gibbons
Associates
Fredric Hope and
Gowns by
Photographed

B. Willis

Adrian

by

Oliver

by

Gilles

Charles Judels
Paul Porcasi
Sig Rumann

Edwin

Bob Wright and
Chet Forrest

French

Cabby
Trentini
Fanchon

T. Marsh,

A.S.C.

Film Edzior....... .Conrad A. Nervig
Douglas

Shearer

"LIFE EXPECTANCY"
INCREASING
FRANKLIN*

By SIDNEY
"life

expectancy”

ol

a

modem

talking

an even more imporpicture has become
tant factor in Hollywood than the length of time it requires for
production. Many great pictures in the past have lived to be
issued and reissued, but it has only been in the past few months
that a systematic analysis has been made of this "life expect-'
ancy." Today, for the first time, producers are definitely aiming
at the making of pictures that will have definite duration on the
screens of the world.
No

longer

do

producers

aim

at pictures

that will live 90 to a

100 days. A great picture, involving huge expenditures, must be
of such a nature that it can be seen again and again, and thus
be assured a screen life that far exceeds the time required for its
making.
"The Good
expected, from

Earth,"
careful

four years in the making, for instance, is
calculations, to have a steady life of at

least five years, with reissues even long after that. "Romeo and
Juliet" is destined by Hollywood computation, to live far info the
future. Producers, in choosing stories today, are definitely examining stories for this "long
ordinary efforts in picturizing

he

life" qualify,
these.

that will justify extra-

When Irving G. Thalberg decided to make "The Good Earth,"
had this idea very definitely in mind. It was one of several

pictures Thalberg chose, primarily because of a universal appeal
that would make it popular entertainment in any nation on the
face of the earth. This is the first requisite for a picture definitely
intended to live down the years. A story that time cannot pale,
is of course,

essential.

entertainment,

can

Such

which

story, always

justify extraordinary

money, because it can
Obviously, there would
picture

a

in a

be
be

few

timely

and

expenditures

always

in time

and

shown for years to recoup the cost.
little use in spending millions on a

months

would

be

out

of fashion,

so

over

again

must

make

it worthwhile

The

this principle

in view,

producers

today

are

aiming

their

major

filming

entertainment,

on

a

scale

that

reissued

"long-life"

foundation

after more
before

than

was

the
developments
the way.
The

picture

life today

of the past

from

is "Birth

the

of a

past

two

years

that

Nation,"

also

to be

produced

shortly,

is

slated as a "long-life expectancy" production.
Designing pictures especially for long runs will, incidentally,

lengthen
methods,
dropped
On

the

have

the life of their stars, producers
with pictures rapidly replacing
from

high

boxoffice

stage

stars

like Bernhardt,

lived

down

the years,

this same permanency
occurred so frequently.
Selection

of a

in

story

positions

with

Irving,

becoming
the

that

point out. Under past
each other, stars have

tradition.

affections

could

alarming

frequency.

Modjeska,
But

of the

reasonably

and

others

in pictures

public

be

has

not

expected

to

make a "long-life" picture will develop into a very exact branch
of the science of showmanship. Its elements must include a universal appeal to all people,
be

on

lavish

a

theme

important

production.

History

enough

Absolute

will furnish

all over

many

the

The

story

to justify the great

authenticity
such

world.
would

plays.

There

be

a

are

must

pains

and

necessity.
hundreds

the

started.

boasts

many

the

times,

pointed

longest

and

even

today seen in reissues.
beyond the expectations

"The Big Parade" disclosed a life far
of the producers when they filmed it.

"Trader Horn,"
expected.

disclosed

But

in

in 1933

similarly,

the

days

a

longer

life than

when

these

pictures

was

never

considered

of pictures

were

had

made,

been

the

or studied.

life

It was

that Thalberg first began considering this factor in connection with the making of ambitious productions, when he began

Today

the principle

is recognized

plans for future
in pictures has

by

time,

in the case

the studios

as

a

of

definite

production. The increasing
afforded a measure of life

expectancy for musical productions, such as "Maytime," "San
Francisco," "Rose Marie" and others. The life of great historical
romances has been calculated as a guide to such productions
as

"Madame

Walewska,"

Napoleonic

romance

with

Garbo

Charles Boyer, or in the plans for "Marie Antoinette" and
forthcoming specials based on great stories that have
through history.

and
other
lived

The problem is being worked out in the studios as accurately
as insurance companies work out their expectancy tables for their
own business.
It will mean
the

producers

screen
point

permanence
out, and

for the stars,

will mean

the public a finer quality in the literature
screen for the years to come.

of

episodes in history that afford glorious dramatic material with
popular appeal. A picture that people will want to see over and

it down

definitely

probably

reissued

factor in laying out
popularity of opera

story,

carry

established

ever

have

years.

Kipling

is always

Any great book that lives down the years has the germ of a
film story that can do likewise. The screen has demonstrated it
already with Dickens and Shakespeare. The field of truly great
literature has not as yet been scratched by motion pictures, but

balancing life expectancy against production
more important works for the screen.

another

will

19 printings,

the picture

or special productions toward the "long life" class of picture. Kipling's "Captains Courageous" is calculated as a long-life
picture, and its entire production budget was built on the principle that its life in the theatre would cover a long period of
"Kim,"

which

a certain uplift or inspirational
on no time element. In other
something important enough to

"The Good Earth" is a perfect example of the "long-life" story.
Pearl S. Buck novel, read by millions all over the world, and

still being

expectancy

With

besides

the years.

to

speak.

have,

the primary object of a picture,
quality, and one that depends
words, it must be a story about

‘Producer

for

Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer.

giving
of the

OPINION

20th Century-Fox

S

ON

(748)

CURRENT

81 Minutes

FEATURE

Rel. April

eviewi

PRODUCTIONS

First National

16, '37

(

)

65 Minutes

Rel.

Past-paced, its brightly amusing dialogue deftly handled
by Don Ameche and Ann Sothern, its ludicrously improbable
situations crowding on each other’s heels and built to a
hilarious climax by Director Norman Taurog, this farcecomedy will be a boxoffice bullseye. The frothy plot is based
on the complications which arise when Ameche and Miss
Sothern find themselves snowed in in a mountain cabin.
She, eluding parental dominance in an attempted elopement, thinks him a gangster; he, unwilling co-respondent
in a divorce suit, thinks her a subpoena server. From this
point on the action becomes more and more hopelessly
and uproariously entangled with the appearances of a simple-minded trapper — Slim Summerville — and a real gangster— Douglas Fowley — both using the cabin as a hideout.
Don Ameche, Ann Sothern, Slim Summerville, Douglas
Fowley, Stepin Fetchit, Paul Hurst, Alan Dinehart.

Even the most avid action fans will be on the edge of
their seats when they see this portrayal of life in a modern
American penal institution. Sensible scripting and direction manage to give the feature a sufficiently convincing
atmosphere of grimness without going off the deep end into
morosity, the result being what is very probably the best
prison picture since “The Big House.’’ As an army captain
detailed to the prison in an effort to teach the convicts
discipline, Pat O’Brien finds a role into which he can
substantially sink his molars, and his depiction of the
part is splendid, as is the work of a supporting cast highlighted by Humphrey Bogart, Ann Sheridan and Joseph
Sawyer. Picture has great exploitation possibilities and
should be a winner. Directed by Lloyd Bacon.

Fifty Roads to Town

San Quentin

Universal

(1030)

F

Pat O’Brien, Humphrey Bogart, Ann Sheridan, Barton MacLane, Joseph Sawyer, Veda Ann Borg, Joseph King.

comedy

65 Minutes

Rel. May

2, '37

Republic

(6002)

F

80 Minutes

Rel. April 26, '37

John Wayne, Louise Latimer, Robert McWade, Theodore Von
Eltz, Tully Marshall, Emerson Treacy, Leroy Mason.

This is certainly well named. It is an outstanding hit
for anyone’s entertainment tastes and will bring a constant parade of cash customers to the wickets of the theatres in which it is exhibited. It is a Broadway revue, a
round of the smart night spots, and a topnotch radio program all rolled into one and knitted together with just
enough plot and continuity to make it a grand motion picture. Gus Meins’ direction is masterful, keeping the action
paced to the right tempo to get the most out of the superabundance of pleasing situations, songs, talent and gags.
The cast is generally splendid, while settings and production details are in keeping with the high standards of the
picture’s every department.
Frances Langford, Phil Regan, Louise Henry, Pert Kelton,
Edward Brophy, Max Terhune, Monroe Owsley.

California Straight Ahead

The Hit Parade

Action-crammed, with a novel race between a motor
truck caravan and a train furnishing the excitement, this
is more vigorous than it is convincing. John Wayne fans,
however, will be satisfied with this star’s performance, and
the film will fill its destined niche adequately on any bill.
Wayne works himself up into a trucking business because
of the urgings of the girl he loves, Louise Latimer, and
then talks himself into a job as superintendent of a large
trucking line owned by the irascible Robert McWade. Unknown to his boss, he starts on a transcontinental trek to
deliver cargo to a steamship that is hurrying to get out of
port before the shipping strike is called. The trucks win
out and Wayne gets the girl. Arthur Lubin directed.

F

ormZ

20th Century-Fox (752)
71 Minutes
Rel. May 21, '37
This, as Charlie Chan would say, are very honorable
picture. It is a highly satisfactory chapter in the everpopular series built around the adventures and triumphs of
that famed Oriental detective, played with the utmost
naturalness and sincerity by Warner Oland. 'This time
Charlie stumbles onto an international crisis while on a
fishing trip with his number two son, when they discover
the wreck of an airplane from which a radio-control device
has been stolen. The case leads Chan to Berlin, where
his number one son, Keye Luke, is competing in the Olympic Games with the American team. The two are immediately embroiled in a series of kidnapings, disappearances
and murders which should completely satisfy the followers of the calm sleuth. Directed by H. Bruce Humberstone.
Warner Oland, Keye Luke, Katherine DeMille, C. Henry
Gordon, Pauline Moore, Allan Lane, John Eldredge.

Charlie Chan at the Olympics F
Republic

(6015)

60 Minutes

Rel. April

Spectrum

(

)

F

53 Minutes

Musical
Rel.

With plenty of what it takes to round up the kids on
Saturday afternoons and to delight the hearts of the lovers
of the western drama, this picture is a good bet for any
but the de luxe exhibitors. Fred Scott sings well and rides
and fights with the best of them. As his bewhiskered, tobacco-chewing side-kick, A1 St. John is good for plenty
of laughs. Scott and St. John, a pair of cowhands, sign up
with an outfit only to find that the owner of the ranch is
the father of their former pal — a boy whom Scott is
supposed to have accidentally killed. They discover that
Scott was not responsible for the boy’s death and Scott
promotes himself a romance with the rancher’s daughter.
Directed by Sam Newfield.
Fred Scott, Al St. John, Louise Small, Billy Lenhart, David
Sharpe, Slim Whittaker, Lew Meehan.

Melody of the Plains

Mystei,
19, '37

Universal

(1007)

F

83 Minutes

Rel.

April

18, '37

Combining all of the necessary elements of the action
story with the most pleasing romantic and comedy angles
added for good measure, this Republic production shows
class in every department and is pegged as a sure money
maker. Director Ralph Staub has done a creditable job in
keeping the story within the bounds of plausible drama
and his comedy direction is excellent. Top cast honors go
to Mary Brian and Dick Purcell who do their romantic
assignments with ease. Miss Brian making a particularly
splendid job of her part. Warren Hymer supplies his usual
brand of hilarious support. Purcell, a seaman, dates Miss
Brian, an unattractive librarian, on a wager. He works
miracles with her personal charm, gets embroiled in an
espionage plot and rounds up the spies.
Dick Purcell, Mary Brian, Warren Hymer, Joseph Sawyer,
Edward Woods, Lucille Gleason, Chester Clute.

An impressive extravaganza, lavishly mounted, this falls
short of the entertainment mark its heavy budget should
indicate. The picture will need intensive exploitation to
maintain a position in top bracket billings. Doris Nolan
is disappointing and, while the rest of the cast boasts a
goodly amount of talent, their efforts are not closely
enough coordinated — even for a musical. Miss Nolan, an eccentric heiress, returns from Europe full of ideas for the
artistic uplift of nightclubs. She takes over the management of the Moonbeam Room, atop a super-skyscraper,
and her highbrow innovations, including scenes from
“Hamlet” and a symphony orchestra, almost drive the
patrons out. The show is saved, however, by George Murphy and his swing entertainers. Ralph Murphy directed.
Doris Nolan, George Murphy, Ella Logan, Hugh Herbert,
Gerald Oliver Smith, Mischa Auer, Gertrude Niesen.

Navy Blues

Top of the Town

F
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SELLING

ANGLES:

"San

SUGGESTIONS

Quentin"

SELLING

THE

AD

PICTURE

Erect a compo board surface over the entire front
of the theatre, including the boxoffice, and paint to
resemble stone. Have ushers dressed in convict
garb. Spot announcements concerning a fictitious
prison break over radio stations. Print “Escaped!”
posters describing Bogart and snipe them around
town. Tie up with drugstores on tonics guaranteed to rid you of that “prison pallor.” Conduct
essay contest on “Should Prison Punish or Reform?”
See Exploitation Preview printed in Boxoffice
Nov. 21, 1936.

An extensive sniping campaign is suggested by
the film title. Such ideas as roadsigns reading:
“This is One of the Fifty Roads to Town,” in
many variations, can be used. Sponsor an automobile safe-driving campaign, issuing windshield
stickers reading “Drive Carefully on Our Fifty
Roads to Town.” For throwaways, use maps of the
city, with theatre’s location in red. Have copy read
“No Matter Where You Live in the Neighborhood,
One of These Roads Will Take You to the Blank

CATCHLINES;

Boxoffice

SELLING

ANGLES:

"The

Hit Parade"

Sell the film on the radio angle, stressing the
appearance of the many radio stars. Construct two
miniature radio broadcasting towers above the
marquee with the picture title spelled out in cardboard letters on wires stretched between them.
Tie up with a local radio station carrying the
Lucky Strike “Your Hit Parade” program. Make
tieups with merchants on displays of Lucky Strike
cigarettes. See Exploitation Preview printed in
Boxoffice

SELLING

ANGLES;

Theatre.”

Behind the Stone Walls of a Great Prison . . .
Thousands of Men Nurse Their Hates and Grudges.
The Smashing Story of Thousands of Forgotten
Men . . . Living Behind Walls of Stone and Steel!
A Convict Who Was Paying His Debt to Society
. . . Broke Jail to Add to That Debt!

March

13, 1937.

See

Feb.

"Fifty Roads

Exploitation

6, 1937.

Preview ' printed

in

CATCHLINES:

Snowbound in a Mountain Lodge . . . They Lived
on Crackers . . . Caviar . . . and Kisses!
He Wanted Her . . . She Wanted Him . . . and
the Police Wanted Them Both!
SELLING

ANGLES:

"California

Straight Ahead"

Tieup with local trucking or transfer agency to
placard trucks with picture billing. Have truck company stage a street parade. Plant roadsigns along
highways leading into city reading: “California
Straight Ahead — Blank Theatre — (miles).” Obtain
some worn-out truck tires, paint them white, and
have boys roll them about the streets as ballyhoo.
Have theatre employes who drive cars place tirecovers advertising the picture on their automobiles.
See Exploitation Preview in Boxoffice

Feb. 13, ’37.

CATCHLINES:

There’s Music in the Air . . . and Gaiety on the
Screen ... as “The Hit Parade” Comes to Town!
He Made Her Radio’s Most Popular Star . . . But
He Didn’t Know She Was an Escaped Convict!
All Your Favorite Screen and Radio Stars . . .
Together in One Swell Picture!

At the End of the Road Was Victory . . . and the
Girl He Loved!
Modern Pioneers . . . Blazing a New RubberTired Trail Across the Nation.
The Most Exciting Race Ever Filmed ... as a
Truck Caravan and a Railroad Train Battle Each
Other . . . Across Country!

ANGLES:

"Melody

of the Plains"

Sell this picture to the kids and the action drama
fans. Bill the two stars as a new western team.
Get music store tieups on Scott and the two songs
he sings in the film, “Albuquerque” and “A Hideaway in Happy Valley.” Get a local singer, dress
him in a regular western outfit and have him
sing the two songs, from a ballyhoo truck, accompanied by a western band. Dress the help in
w'estern
outfits. Promote a singing contest for the
kids.
CATCHLINES:

He Captured the Rustlers With His Guns . . .
And the Ladies With His Songs.
A New Western Star . . . Singing and Fighting
His Way Into the Hearts of America’s Redblooded
Fans.
He Was Dangerous . . . With a Gun ... Or a
Song . . . and He Used Both to Avenge a Pal.
SELLING

ANGLES;

"Top of the Town"

Make lobby over in ultra-modern motif. Announce
that a shower of theatre tickets and merchandise
orders will be released from “The Top of the
Town,” and throw them from the top of the highest building in the neighborhood. Make usual
music store and dance band plugs on song hits in
the picture. The time-element — 25 years in the
future — can be used for many contrast layouts on
transportation, styles, etc. See Exploitation Preview printed in Boxoffice Dec. 5, 1936.
CATCHLINES:

The “Top of the Town” ... Is the Talk of the
Town . . Don’t Miss It!
The Hit of the Year . . . the Musical Picture of
the Future ... a Gay Trip Into Tomorrow!
She Was Headstrong and Foolish . . . Stubborn
and Spoiled . . . But She Had Fifty Million Dollars. . . and He Loved Her!
FOR

MORE

SELLING

IDEAS

CONSULT

HOLLYWOOD

AIDS

to Town"

CATCHLINES:

SELLING

12

FOR

SELLING

ANGLES:

"Charlie Chan

at the Olympics"

Hold a junior “Olympic Games” with the aid of
a school athletic manager. Decorate theatre lobby
with Olympic trophies if obtainable. Organize
junioi’S into a “Charlie Chan” club, giving out buttons with the name of a Chan picture on each.
Prepare a large map for lobby, showing Chan’s
travels throughout the world in the 15 pictures already produced in the series. Advertise for a
Charlie Chan double and use him for street ballyhoo.
CATCHLINES:

Charlie Chan’s Greatest Case ... as Murderous
Spies Invade the Olympic Games!
The World’s Slyest Sleuth Battles for His Life!
Chan Foils Europe’s Deadliest Crooks . . . While
Breathless Spectators Look on at the Olympic
Games !
SELLING
"Navy Blues"
Make aANGLES:
large cutout of a life preserver,
with
heads of Miss Brian and Dick Purcell inside, to be
used in the lobby or on the marquee. Using stills
showing Hymer and others in the cast washing
their clothes, tie up with a store selling washing

machines. Have copy read: “Navy Blues — or
Washday Blues — Both Disappear If You Use a Bluebird Electric Washing Machine.” Accompany the
display with a picture of a tired housewife, bending over a steaming washtub. Get summer fashion tieups on Miss Brian.
CATCHLINES:

Just Because He Was the Smartest Sailor in the
Fleet . . . She Thought He Was in the Naval Intelligence.
Romance . . . Action . . . Adventure ... In a
Thrilling
Story of Spies . . . and
Blue
Jackets.
EXPLOITATION

PREVIEWS

REGULARLY

Uncle

Sam’s

IN BOXOFFICE

BOXOFFICE
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EXPLOITATION

ANALYZING

COMING

Each

PRODUCTIONS

Exploitation Preview Is Arranged Conveniently for Clipping and Filing for Future Reference.

NIGHT MUST
— METRO-GOLD

ANGLE

BOXOFFICE

THE

FROM

FALL

WYN-MAYER

The Cast: Robert Montgomery, Rosalind Russell, Dame
May Whltty,
Alan Marshal. Merle Tottenham, Matthew
Bolton, Kathleen Harrison.
Producer: Hunt Stromberg. Director: Richard Thorpe. Original Story:
Emlyn
Wililams. Screenplay: John Van Druten. Photography: Ray
June.

What

it's about:

Danny (Robert Montgomery), bellboy at a country hotel
near London, has dreams of power and a way with women. He
is the gigolo of Mrs. Chalbrool: (Kathleen Harrison), and the
sweetheart of Dora (Merle lottenhami, maid at the home of
Mrs. Bramson (Dame May Whitty). Dan murders Mrs. Chalbrook because she is jealous cf Dora. Mrs. Bramson plans to
make him marry Dora, but he ingratiates himself and goes to
work for the old lady. Her niece, Olivia (Rosalind Russell), is
attracted by Dan’s insolence, although she is also repelled by
him. She suspects him as the killer when Mrs. Chalbrook’s body
is found, but shields him anyway. Dan kills and robs Mrs. Bramson and prepares to murder Olivia, who is rescued just in time by
Justin Laurie (Alan Marshal),

WHAT

to do and HOW

Mrs. Bramson’s

attorney.

to do it:

Having established a notable reputation through his many
portrayals of the suave, debonair young man-about-town and
socialite, Robert Montgomery herein departs from those roles
with his characterization of a semi-insane murderer, a fact
which, properly publicized, should serve to create interest among
his fans. Make his new role the basis of advertising, publicity
and lobby display through such stunts as a portrait gallery in
which he is transformed from a clean-cut youngster into an
unkempt, evil-appearing murderer. Give Montgomery and Rosalind Russell marquee credits.
CONDUCT A POLL
Obtain from first-night patrons their opinions as to which
type of role they prefer to have Montgomery play by passing
out ballot cards. The results could be made the subject of a
newspaper story, or a contest could be conducted through a
newspaper to determine public reaction to his performance in
the picture.
Use the old stunt of darkening the house directly after a
performance, before “Night Must Fall’’ has begun its rim, and
have a woman’s voice scream out in the darkness. Then flash
a spot on the stage, where a poster has been placed advertising
the coming of the film.
Make tieups on the title with electric light bulbs, in a display captioned: “‘Night Must Fall’ — and when it does your
household needs proper illumination.” Similar tieups can be arranged on flashlights, with auto supply stores on headlight bulbs.
CLOTHIERS TIEUP
Contact clothiers for tieups on displays of tuxedos, women’s
evening dresses, etc., on the line — “ ‘Night Must Fall.’ Get ready
for that gay round of evening entertainment by stocking up
with a new wardrobe.”
Prepare a lobby poster with heads of Miss Russell, Merle
Tottenham, and Dame May Whitty, each looking up at a larger
portrait head of Montgomery, with billing reading; “What was
the attraction that held these women to an insolent, murderous

Adlines:
bellhop?”
and

A
a

Hotel Bellllop . .
Way
With Women

.

Him

His Very Insolence Attracted Her .
. . . and Suspected Him ot Murder!

and

She
He

.

With No
. . Turns

Assets But
Murderer!
.

.

Even

Shielded Him When
He Was About to Be
Rewarded
Her by Trying to Kill Her!
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for

Power

She
for

.

.

.

Distrusted

Murder

.

.

.

ALL IS CONFUSION
— RKO

RADIO
The Oast: Joe E. Brown, Florence Rice, Ouy Kibbee, Vinton Haworth,
Anthony Nace, Harlan Briggs, Benny Iturt. Producer: David L. Loew.
Director: Edward
Sedgwick.
Original Story: Richard
Macauley.
Screenplay: Richard Macauley, Richard Flournoy. Pliot<»grapher: Alfred
Gilk.

What

it's about:

When Elmer Lane (Joe E. Brown), jack-of-all-trades on the
Claremont Chronicle, wins $5,000 in a slogan contest, J. Rutherford Waddington (Guy Kibbee), confidence man, sells him on the
idea of forming a “radio beam” airplane company. This breaks
the heart of Betty Harrison (Florence Rice) , Elmer’s fiancee.
Elmer’s rival, Harvey Schumann (Vinton Haworth), scoops him
on the discovery of a murdered gangster. Elmer traces down
the theory that the gangster was dumped from an airplane by
perfume smugglers flying from Canada. He gets on their trail,
using a radio-controlled airplane invented by Bill Hilton (Anthony Nace), forces the crooks down, and becomes a town hero,
only to discover that he was duped by Waddington. An aviation
company offers to refinance his “radio beam” airplane
using Bill’s invention and making Elmer president.

WHAT

to do and

HOW

company,

to do it:

Taken from the popular series of Saturday Evening Post
stories by Richard Macauley, this boasts a cast headed by that
reliable comic, Joe E. Brown, who has established a definite boxoffice following among comedy fans. He is given comedy support by Guy Kibbee, equally well-known, and Florence Rice.
Give the trio marquee billing.
SATEVEPOST
Cash

in on

the pre-sold

STICKERS

audience

composed

of millions

of

Post readers by constructing a large facsimile of the magazine’s
cover, with Brown crashing through the page astride an airplane.
Arrange with the local magazine distributor to place stickers or
heralds on every copy of the weekly distributed in town.
Joe plays the editor, society reporter, copy-reader and about
everything else on a small-town newspaper. This provides a
basis for an invitation to local newspapermen to see the picture
at a special showing.
As Elmer Lane, Joe plays a born blunderer who involves himself in apparently inextricable intricacies, only to clear the path
and gain ultimate success through a crowning mistake which,
absolutely unintentionally, rectifies matters. Presenting the highlights of the plot, conduct a contest whereby entrants submit
their “confessions” — short letters relating blunders they have
made, throwing themselves into hopeless confusion from which
they pulled themselves out. The funniest letters gain free tickets.
JUVENILE

BASEBALL

CLUB

Brown’s ardent devotion to baseball, both as player and fan,
is well-known, and as the film will be released at the height of
the baseball season,
E. Browns,” to play
uniforms, mits and
could be persuaded
club.
and

organize a club of juveniles called the “Joe
indoor ball. Promote such merchandise as
bats from local merchants. Perhaps Brown
to send an autographed mit or bat to the

Obtain stills showing the sequence in which Joe’s car is hit
damaged by a disabled airplane as the basis for an insurance

agency tieup. Plant copy reading: “ ‘All Is Confusion’ when this
happens. Avoid a lot of such grief by being sure that your property is fully insured.”
Tie up with department

on

stores

a

vacuum

of

display

cleaners, with copy: “If ‘All Is Confusion’ around your home,
you’ll undoubtedly be in the market for a new. Eureka vacuum.
Let us show you how to make house-cleaning a pleasure.”
Send out postcards written in mimeographed handwriting to
patrons

on the mailing list, reading: “Come
fusion. Elmer.” Give the theatre address.

at once.

All is con-

Adlines:
TimeJoe’s
Ideas!
a Reporter

Here
Saturday

His

.

.

.

and

Comes Kliner I.ane . .
Kvenina Post Headers!

.

as

...

Riot

a

for

Trouble
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Ills Job

and

Boy

Small-Town

Fietional

Favorite

Elmer Loses
All is Confusion . . . When
All Back!
Money . . . and Wins Them

a Fool
Elmer Was
Quicker He Got Out!

a
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.

.

.
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With

Big-

of Millions

Girl

Got
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.
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KING OF THE GAMBLERS
—PARAMOUNT
The

Cast:

Akim

Tamiroff.

Lloyd

Nolan,

Claire

Trevor,

Helen

Burgess,

Larry Crabbe, Harvey Stephens. l*ro(liicer: General Office. Direetor:
Robert Florey. Original Story: Ben Hecht, Charles Mac Arthur. Photographer: Harry P’ischbeck.

What it's about:
Steve Kalkas (Akim Tamiroff) is king of the slot machine
racket, forcing his machines on unwilling customers and putting
the finger on those who buck him. He is interested in Dixie
(Claire Trevor), entertainer in a nightclub run by Eddie (Larry
Crabbe). Jim (Lloyd Nolan), a drunken newspaperman, interferes with Kalkas’ attentions to Dixie and is bounced out. Dixie
picks him up and, in taking care of him, falls in love with him.
She packs him off on an important assignment for his paper,
then accepts Kalkas’ proposal of marriage. To hush up a projected investigation of his racket, Kalkas kills his aide and is
responsible for the murder of Jackie (Helen Burgess), Dixie’s
roommate, who knew too much. Jim sets a trap for Kalkas, captures him, and he and Dixie plan marriage.
WHAT

to do and

HOW

to do it:

Always a timely subject, the law’s crusade against slot machines and illegal gambling in general furnishes the theme for
this film. That rapidly-rising character villain, Akim Tamiroff,
has the leading role in this, and should receive advertising credits
on the marquee in conjunction with Claire Trevor, Lloyd Nolan
and Helen Burgess.
Obtain tear-sheets from newspapers concerning stories of
raids by police and vice squads on various gambling establishments for lobby easel layouts, with illustrations of police breaking up slot machines and destroying other illegal devices.
If the local police chief likes publicity have him appear as
guest of honor at the first showing of the film. He might make
an address on “Why you can’t win in this slot-machine racket,”
or his opinions could be used as a newspaper feature or in advertising copy.
NAME-ROULETTE

WHEEL

Use the roulette-wheel gag in the lobby, mounting a wheel
which uses, instead of numbers, names of various motion picture stars. The player who spins the wheel wins if the name
of a player in this film comes up, and gets free admission;
otherwise he pays.
A novel lobby stunt would be to plant one of the pin-marble
games in the foyer, with free admission going to those who
make a certain high score. Allow each patron only one try.
Make tieups with auto supply houses on safety devices for
motor cars: “Don’t gamble with your life! Buy a set of Goodrich blow-out proof tires and DRIVE SLOWLY!” Use stills
showing gambling scenes from the film to illustrate the point.
Merchandise tieups of all types, including real estate, stock investment advice, etc., can be made on the “It’s no gamble when
you buy from us” angle.
CARD DECKS TO CLUBS
Give away new decks of cards to local lodges, card and
social clubs, stamping theatre and picture billing on each card.
As a mailing list stunt, send a high card out of a playing
deck in an envelope to selected persons, with a note attached,
reading: “This is only the first card in a perfect entertainment
hand. Come and see ‘King of the Gamblers,’ opening at the
Blank Theatre next week, for the guaranteed enjoyment jackpot!”Throwaways reading: “We’ll take a gamble if you will. If
you’re not satisfied that the ‘King of the Gamblers’ is an entertainment natural, we’ll refund your admission stakes,” will
make suitable copy.
The story packs sufficient action to warrant the preparation of a series of cartoon sti’ips to be used as advertising copy
in a local paper a la Dick Tracy or Dan Dunn adventure comics.
Adlines:
He

He Made
Played a

Millions
Crooked

liy Taking Sucker.s’ Money . .
Game
With a Square-Shooting

in

KingI.ove!

on

Tlie Greatest Enemy
tlie Pennies of School

of Gamblers

. . . Terror

of the

Niiniber.s

. But
Girl!

Raeket

.

He

Lost

. . But

When

a. Chump

tlie Pubiic Idas Ever Kno-ivn . . . Who
Thrives
Children . . . the Nickels of tVorking Men!

He Always Played AVith a Slacked
Dealt a Hand That Spelled Death!
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ANGEL'S

HOLIDAY

— 20TH CENTURY-FOX

The Cast: Jane Withers, Sally Blane, Robert Kent, Joan Davis, Frank
Jenks, John Qualen. Lon Chaney jr.. Harold Huber, Russell Hopton,
George Taylor. Cy Kendall, Troy Brown, Virginia Sale, Ray Walker.
Paul Hurst. Producer: John Stone. Director: James Tinling. Original:
Lynn Root, Frank Fenton. Screenplay: Lynn Root, Frank Fenton.

What it's about:
Angel (Jane Withers) , intrigued by the presence of a veiled
woman aboard the train which is returning her to her home,
does some amateur sleuthing and discovers that the woman is
Pauline Kaye (Sally Blane) on her way to make a personal appearance at Jane’s home town. The veil is a publicity stunt and
Pauline disappears soon after arriving in town. Angel tells the
whole story to her pal, Nick (Robert Kent), a reporter, and he
scoops the other papers. When the story breaks Pauline leaves
her hideout and goes to the ranch of her uncle for a long earned
rest, not telling her press agent where she is. A gang of crooks
move in and hold her for $20,000 ransom. Angel discovers this
plot, also, and brings Nick and the police to rescue Pauline.
WHAT

to do and HOW

to do it;

Jane Withers, with her wide audience appeal, should have
the star billing in the picture, with the romantic support being
credited to Robert Kent and Sally Blane. The picture should be
plugged as a comedy-romance, with such laugh-getters as Joan
Davis, Cy Kendall and Frank Jenks having prominent parts.
Make an art display for the lobby showing Jane in the dual
role of an assistant to cupid and an assistant to Sherlock Holmes.
TYPEWRITER

TIEUP

In many of the scenes, Jane and Robert Kent are seen in a
newspaper office using typewriters. Using these stills get a
tieup with the local typewriter dealer.
In other scenes she is shown reading various detective fiction magazines. By planting inserts and stickers in the detective fiction magazines at the local news stands many good plugs
for the film can be arranged. Photo blowups of Jane with one
of the magazines in her hand can also be used at the stands.
JANE WITHERS

G-MAN

CLUB

To tie in with the detective angles in the film, organize a
“Jane Withers Junior G-Man’’ club among the kid patrons at
the theatre, presenting each member with a photo of Jane and
a G-Man badge secured at the local dime store. On the day
the show opens, have all the youngsters parade through the
streets carrying banners and plugs for the film.
The studio has made merchandise tieups with more than
a dozen manufacturers of quality products. A list of these manufacturers can be obtained from the exchange or from a Press
Book on a previous Withers picture.
Place particular emphasis on ads for the Jane Withers Steel
Racer Hoops, manufactured by the California Toy Craft Company, of San Francisco, and the Jane Withers Dolls, sold at all
the exchanges. Prices on the dolls can be had from the ad salesmanager at the exchange. The hoops will be given wide publicity during the summer.
Arrange a Jane Withers style show for a Saturday matinee,
using little girls from the neighborhood to model the authentic
Withers merchandise supplied by local dealers.
DISTRIBUTE

FAN

PHOTOS

During her career in pictures and radio, Jane has been
known by half a dozen nicknames, among them the Mischief Kid,
Dixie’s Dainty Dewdrop, The Brat and Ginger Jane. Promote a
newspaper contest asking the child readers to suggest a new
nickname for her. Award the best daily suggestions with free
theatre tickets and wire the grand prize name to Miss Withers
in care of the studio. In answer she will send the winner a large
autographed photo of herself.
To attract the children to a special opening day matinee,
give away the tinted fan photos of the star, which can be obtained at the exchange, to all youngsters who attend.
Borrow some tear gas bombs from the local police department and display them in the lobby under a glass case. Use
photos which show Jane routing gangsters with tear gas bombs.
Adlines:
They Nicknamed
Her
Quite a Crop of Trouble.
Mile a Minute Mischief
With Little Miss Dynamite.

“Angel”
.

.

.

.

,

Aboard

Public Nuisance Number
One Is on
Police to the Solution of a Big Case.
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Screen Snapshots

Bar-Rac's Night Out
10 Minutes

M-G-M

Infinite patience and extreme caution
were employed by the cameramen in filming this original short treating of the nocturnal wanderings of Bar-Rac, otherwise
a hungry racoon, in search of food. This
Pete Smith specialty, containing the customary amusing narration, actually tells
a dramatic story of the struggle for existence among the furred inhabitants of
the forest. Sent out by the Mrs. to bring
home provender for the kiddies, Mr. BarRac encounters a series of varied adventures, at the end of which he sneaks back
to his tree-stump home tired — and emptyhanded.

Hl-De-Ho
Vitaphone

11 Minutes

Against an autobiographical story background, Cab Calloway presents several of
his famous “swing” numbers in a manner
that will start audiences’ feet tapping in
rhythm. As a youngster in Harlem, Cab
had visions of being a great orchestra leader but his mammy disapproved because she
had other plans for him. A visit to a fortune teller reveals, in a series of dissolveshots, his eventual success, first in Harlem
and later on Broadway. These shots permit the reenactment of various colorful
episodes from the orchestra leader’s career
and picture him singing some of his hit
tunes. An entertaining and well-executed
“Melody Master.”

Land of the Midnight Sun
Vitaphone

On the Nose
10 Minutes^

This Sportllght treating of the training
of leading types of sporting dogs is a welledited and frequently thrilling human interest short. Exerting a particular appeal
to dog-lovers, the reel loses much of its
freshness through being the second or third
to be filmed on this same subject. Divided
into three sequences, we first see the fox
hound in an exciting southern chase, then
the well-known Chesapeake Bay retrievers in a duck hunt, and, finally, setters,
bird dogs and pointers working with sportsmen hunting quail.
BOXOFFICE
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91/2 Minutes

A novel nickelodeon party in costume is
the highlight of this glossary account of
what the film celebrities do with some of
their spare time. If names mean anything

Ebb Tide
GB

10 Minutes

Humorous narration and unusual
photography lift this subject head
and shoulders above the run-of-themill short reels. Giving novel treatment to life among various types of
beach fauna, there are presented revealing closeups of some unusual sea
mammals, reminding the laymen of
how little he knows of the truly
amazing life about us. Among the
rarely -pictured subjects shown is the
timid starfish which buries its head
and body, too, in the sand on someone’s approach. The photography is
remarkably clear notwithstanding
the speedup of the camera in spots
to quicken the creatures’ movements.
A large New York theatre audience
liked the sallies of the commentator,
despite a tendency to pun, and the
typical English wit caused gales of
laughter which probably indicates
improvement in the potency of British humor and its effect on American
audiences.

10 Minutes

E. M. Newman’s latest tour of interesting old-world spots takes in such littleknown sections of Scandinavia as the immense Fjords of Norway and the more
primitive parts of Lapland where the inhabitants still make their own clothes,
carve toys and loom cloth for export. The
city of Bergen, great fishing export center, has many quaint old landmarks. Lapland lies to the north and it is here that
the useful reindeer supplies the hard-working people with material for their daily
toil. These last scenes have unusual interest although the color photography frequently gives them a blurred effect.

Paramount

No. 7
Columbia

PathsNo.Topics
5
RKO

this subject should satisfy. There’s a sequence at a circus that brings out some
horse-play by Joe Fenner and others; a
host of players watching a crew race; a
bit at Chester Morris’ home and the Fred
Stone costume party. About 50 top-notch
screen personaUties are seen in the reel.

Swing Wedding
M-G-M

8 Minutes

Against a background of riotous color,
Harmon-Ising studios have executed a
clever satire on the current craze for swing
music which is certain to add a bright
note to any program. Such famous sepia
stars as Cab Calloway, “Fats” Waller and
Bill Robinson are caricatured as frogs and
the resemblance to these mill-pond denizens is astounding. The musical accompaniment to the gay frog-pond wedding
ceremony is delightfully swingy although
the basic tunes are easily recognizable. A
distinctly novel color cartoon.

The Wedding
Columbia

Deal
11%

Minutes

The cumbersome quality attached to the
telling of this rambling and illogical affair of broken hearts and dreams is not
likely to provoke the average audience interest for which the story was intended.
The tale concerns a young man whose
ambition to become a doctor allows him to
be drawn into a marriage deal he later
realizes was a mistake. Coincidentally, he
falls in love with a patient and it is her
child, foisted upon the doctor on her
deathbed, that reunites the doctor and his
wife. One of the Court of Human Relations series, it is acted by Alexander Kirkland, Dorothy Libaire and Greta Granstedt. It misses by a wide margin.

When

Young
the West Was

9 Minutes

Another novel and fast-moving issue
showing the “world through the camera’s
eye,” this reel goes British in a big way
through the inclusion of Raymond Knight,
radio’s famous “Cuckoo” who gives some
impersonations that garner plenty of
laughs. Also a beautiful scenic bit picturing the Frisian Islands near the north
coast of Holland where the inhabitants
literally force their living from the hard
and rocky soil, and the world’s strangest
zoo where the spectators are placed in a
cage to observe monkeys which wander at
large. The closing subject deals with tiny
tools and brushes which are worn on the
fingers rather than held in them.

Columbia

9 Minutes

This Columbia Tour is in keeping with
the fidelity of facts which has been evident
in the previous releases in this series.
Tombstone, Ariz., is the scene of this color
film and the historical sights around the
town are described by Bud Jamison and
Charles Sargent, playing a pair of prospectors, as they question the sheriff. Two
interpolated vocal numbers, “When the
Sun Is Slowly Sinking in the Desert” and
“Just Roamin’ Around,” add much to the
quiet pleasure which the short’s interesting treatment will give to the majority
17
of picture patrons.

Sailing ^Qat5

P R A C T I C A L • ID E A S

Terminal Replica in
N.Y. Criterion Lobbi]

Moore,
News,”

were

secured

Miniature

from

the railway

Electric

com-

Train

Other displays decorating the inner lobby are an electrically-run train on miniature tracks which goes, stops or moves
backwards on verbal instructions from
anyone speaking into an attached phone.
This device, which brings passersby into
the lobby and induces ticket selling, was
secured through a tieup made by GB with
the General Electric Co. Another tieup.
with the American Flyer Manufacturing
Co., provided a miniature display in the
theatre’s lounge
in existence.

of all the streamline

trains

Window tieups were made with the several hundred Postal Telegraph offices in
New York, in addition to a large scenic
display in the company’s main office. Tieups with the C. P. R. also resulted in a
scenic display in the C. P. R. building and
the distribution of 100 posters in tourist
agencies, describing the beauties of the
Canadian Rockies and making prominent
mention

of “Silent Barriers.”
City-Wide School Tieups
Making a bid for juvenile attendance,
the schools of the five boroughs in Greater
New York were thoroughly covered, with

SHOWMEN

of the fact that a
girl, Pauline Love

had a part in 20th-Fox’s “Love Is
J. D. O’Rear, manager of the Colonial in that city, threw a party in Miss

Moore’s honor for newspapermen and
many of her personal friends. The stunt

closer inspectioir reveals the “station" to be
a perfect replica of the terminal set up in
the lobby of the Criterion Theatre here for

which
pany.

PRACTICAL

•pAKING advantage
Harrisburg, Pa.,

New York — Coming upon the Windsor
station of the Canadian Pacific Railway in
Montreal in the heart of the Times Square
district amazes Broadway strollers until

the two-a-day engagement of GB’s “Silent
Barriers.” The replica, which was drawn
from plans, is correct in every detail with
even the Criterion ticket takers and doormen sporting authentic C. P. R. uniforms

BY

netted

O’Rear

plenty of newspaper

space.

Emil Franke, Orpheum Theatre manager in Des Moines, la., hosted some 300
of the city’s secretaries at a breakfast of
doughnuts and coffee recently, which help-

Ballyhoo men, dressed as a chef and
ivaiters, were stationed on busy corners
of Rochester streets to pass out heralds
on

UA's

“History

Is Made

ed him greatly in selling Columbia’s
Than a Secretary.”

at Right”

Interesting and useful is the 16-page
booklet issued for the Grand National

playing at Loew's Rochester. Lester
Pollock, manager, tied up with the
characters portrayed by Leo Carrillo
and others in the UA film.

Wanger

“More

screen

version

of the Mary

Roberts

Rine-

hart story, “2^V2 Hours Leave.” Intended
for use in school, colleges and discussion

Offers Prizes

New York — With the United Artists
exploitation force in the field more than
doubled to handle the major situations

clubs, the edition scientifically analyzes the
picture by the question method. It was
prepared by Charlton Andrews and was
edited by Max J. Herzberg, and issued by
Educational and Recreational Guides, Inc.

on UA’s “History Is Made at Night,” Walter Wanger, producer, has notified the
UA home office of his offer of cash prizes
for the most successful and resourceful

Following completion of “Sing, Cowboy,
Sing,” now on location in Kernville, Calif.,
Grand National’s singing western star, Tex
Ritter, will be available to exhibitors

campaigns submitted by first runs. The
first award will be $100 cash with a $50

throughout the country for public appearances, the company office in Hollywood announces.

prize for the runner-up.
the principal

of each

school

presented

an

invitation by special messenger and a request to post prominently an illustrated
card advertising the film. A large group
of recreational teachers were presented
souvenir books and
sions for arranging
tend in groups.

offered special concesfor their classes to at-

Crowning the display at the Criterion
is a sign blazoned seven feet high across
the 150-foot front, above the marquee.

PUSH CANCER TOPIC
IN MARCH OF TIME
Spartansburg, S. C. — Manager Bob Talbert of the Carolina Theatre was so completely sold on a recent reel issued by The
March

of Time on “Cancer” that he unloosed extra pressure and push to make
certain that the film would have a muchdeserved audience.
Newspapers were contacted and responded most generously with space plugging
the worthwhile feature, and doctors,
nurses and health institutions also were
appealed

to and

they

did their part.

An

exact replica of the Windsor depot in Montreal, now occupying the
outer lobby of the Criterion Theatre,
New York, is making ticket-holders
for GB’s “Silent Barriers” look twice
to see if they have, perchance, come
to the wrong spot. This attentiongetting display, drawn from plans, is
correct in every details. It may be
set up, at small expense, wherever
this railroad drama is shown. The
train entrances pictured are placed
over the original lobby doors and the
doorman, dressed in railroad uniform, stands ready to punch your
ticket to the performance.
politan Photo) .
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Suggested Hints for
the Spring Season
New

York— Appearing

in a recent

issue

of the Skouras circuit organ. Forward,
were the following suggested hints to
theatremen for checking up on their
houses :
Spring

is in

the

air!

Does
a
general air of cleanliness prevail
throughout the house from the front to back?
Are the front entrance doors clean and wellpainted, with glass and hardware polished?
Are the outside lobby frames bright and kept
clean from dust?
Have
the sign and camopy been cleaned and
painted lately?
Examine
all draperies and hangings. Are tliey
in proper position and condition?
Are the lobby floors, walls and ceilings free
from dust accumulations?
What
is
throughout?

the

condition

of

your

mopboards

Are

the decorative furnishings and light fixtures free from dirt and flyspecks?
Have grime and dirt been allowed to accumuarms? late on railings, windbreaks, chair-backs and
Are toilets kept properly deodorized?
Are
the drinking fountains kept clean
sanitary?

Cashing in on the valuable radio 'publicity given Universal’s “Top of the
Town” when that picture was featured
on the Hollywood Hotel hour, the Roxy
Theatre, Hew York, urged its patrons
to tune in on the Louella Parsons program for a radio preview. In order to
make certain of not losing trade, Morris Kinder, publicity manager, placed
this standee with its amiouncement in
the inside lobby so that patrons who
saw and heeded the message would be
those who had already seen the current show.

Kansas

York

— Newspapers

are

going

to

town on National Want-Ad Week, April
17 to 24. During this period they will promote the use of their classified pages and
probably will be in the market for classified ad tieups. Where such tieups are
available, live wire showmen can go to
town, too.

Blowups of outstanding scenes from
RKO’s “Sea Devils,” bordered with
white rope one inch in diameter, decorated the lobby sides of Arthur
Mayer’s Rialto Theatre, New York.
For an attention-getter a display was
built in the middle of the lobby containing equipment loaned by the
Coast Guard. A Lyle gun with line,
powder can, ramrod, powder bag and
cartridge shell placed in front of the
boxoffice completed the effective display. {Metropolitan Photo) .
BOXOFnCE
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City — Leon

PRIZE

Robertson,

manager

of the Fox Gilloiz Theatre at Springfield,
Mo., was awarded $150 by M-G-M for
turning in the most original campaign
on “Libeled Lady,” it is announced by
Claud Morris, territorial exploiteer.

TIEUP OPPORTUNITIES
IN WANT AD WEEK
New

M-G-M

New

York — Says

Oscar

A. Doob,

head of advertising and publicity for
the Loew circuit: “Probably the most
convincing thing to be learned from
the questionnaires published in
Loew’s Movie-Goer is the surprising
interest of movie fans in Technicolor features. Although we did not
ask the question or refer to color in
any way, an amazing number of persons wrote into the questionnaires
their desire for more colored features. Is it possible that we have
been underestimating the boxoffice
value of color? Was it color that
made ‘Trail of the Lonesome Pine’
so big? What made other color pictures flop so badly? Anyway, it will
cost nothing and may do some good
if we remember to play up the fact
in ads, publicity, posters, etc., whenever we have a Technicolor picture.”

and

Is gum eradicator used frequently and freely?
Are sand jars, waste baskets, and
cuspidors
kept in wholesome
condition?
Has house been fumigated lately?
Would
a
little paint or lacquer help at any
point?

WINS

Fans Express Interest in
Color Films

Heavy luvenile Interest
New

York — Juvenile

interest

in Para-

mount’s “The Plainsman” ran high in the
neighborhood of Loew’s Valencia Theatre
here especially after Assistant Manager
Doherty made special arrangements on
tickets for a local boy scout troup and also
arranged a parade which included 50
scouts in full uniform marching to the
theatre to see the picture. Many of the
scouts’ parents bought tickets to see the
show, all sitting in a section reserved for
the occasion. Students from a Jamaica
school attended a week-day matinee.

"Horizon" and "Wedding"
(AVERAGE

CHARLOTTE

Broadway — Ready, Willing: and Able (WB)...115
Carolina — Swing High, Swing Low
(Para) .... 125
Carolina — On the Avenue (20th-Fox)
100
Imperial — Rembrandt
(UA)
90
Imperial — Come and Get It (UA)
90
State — North of Nome
(Col)
100
State — Let’s
State — Code

Make a ^Million (Para)
of the Range (Col)

86
100

115
95
100
110

Albee — Maytiine (M-G-M), 2d w'k;
Capitol — Hideaway
Girl (Para)
Grand — Three Smart Girls (Univ),
W’k

held
5th

over.. 160
120
repeat
110

Keith’s — Ready, Willing and Able (WB), held.
Lyric — Nancy Steele Is Missing (20th-Fox) . . . .
Palace — I^ove Is News
(20th-Fox), held over..
Shubert — Racing Lady (RKO)

120
110
190
115

CLEVELAND
Allen — IVIien’s Your Birthday?
Hippodrome — The King and the
(WB)

(RKO)
Chorus

120
Girl
140

Palace — Ready, Willing and Abie
stage; Ina Mae Hutton and her
^Meade’s

Lost

Horizon — Denver
Wedding

(dual) —

Woman

(WB) ;
Melodears.

. 160

(Para)

235
200
190

City

Brandeis — Quality
Your Birthday?

(IVB) ; Espionage

8th wk. of 2-a3rd wk. at St.

Sea

Devils,

3rd

wk.

at

Rialto,

Low,

3rd

New
wk.

Alvin — Woman

Blue

75

Aladdin- — Love Is News
(20th-Fox),
a week at the Denver

120
300
115
140

Out
85
90

continued 1st run wk; AVhen’s Your Birthday? (RKO)
United Artist.s — Maytime
(M-G-M), held for
2d wk

120

2d

70
85
wk.lOO

Loew's — Fire Over England (UA)
Lyric — Nancy Steele Is Missing (20th-Fox),
stage show

85
115

CITY
(Para);

(UA) ;
80
80

Tower — Seventh Heaven
(20th-Fox) and stage
show; transferred to Uptown for 2nd wk
165
in

I^ove

(GB),

6
85

LOS ANGELES
♦"’hinese — Seventli Heaven
(20th-Fox)
Downtown — Ready. Willing and Able (WB)
Night Court (WB)

20

You're
(Col)

in Love

(Col);

Devil’s
80

Warner — Sea Devils (RKO);
Her Husband’s
Secretary (FN)
100
Wisconsin — San Francisco (M-G-M); Mr. Deeds
Goes to Town (Col), repeat
70

MINNEAPOLIS

(GB)

105

Breezing

Heaven

Hume

NEW

HAVEN

College — Nancy Steele Is Missing (20th-Fox):
Man of the People (M-G-M)
Paramount — Swing High, Swing Low' (Para);
Murder Goes to College (Para)

140

Poll— Maytime

150

(M-G-M)

100

NEW

in

the

Army

65
75

100
;
85

Astor — The Good Earth (M-G-M), 8th wk.
of tw’o-a-day, capacity plus a few standees ..
Ca;*itol — Maytime
(M-G-M), 2d wk
Central — Midnight Taxi (20th-Fox) and 5th
episode Dick Tracy serial
Criterion — Silent Barriers (GB), 1st full wk.
two-a-day, near capacity
Globe — Lost Horizon (Col), 4th wk. of twoa-day, capacity plus a few standees
Palace — Penrod and Sam
(FN) 1st run, plus
Love Is New's (20th-Fox), 2d run
Paramount — AVaikiki AA’edding (Para), stage
show
Heaven

105
140

Heaven

SAN

105
110
165

(20th135

100
200

(Para) ;

(GB)

100

(RKO)

;

Head
85

(20th-Fox);

Girl

Over120
165

0®
(20th-Fox),

stage

FRANCISCO

Pox — Swing

High, Swing Low
(Para); Time
95
(20th-Fox), 2d wk
Out for Romance
3d wk. .. 90
roadshow,
(Col);
Horizon
Ix)st
—
Geary
Golden Gate — Park Avenue Logger (RKO) ;

1^®

. .
stage show
Women
Orpheum
Racket — (Col)

(Col);

of Glamour

Parole

Paramount — Ma.vtime (M-G-M), 2d wk
wk
Gootl Earth (M-G-M), roadshow,
St. 3dFranci.s—

Espionage

Man

Over

Own

Her
_

of

Heels

in Love

140

(Para),
(GB) ;

0®

(M-G-M)

SEATTLE
Mouse — Swing

High,

Swing

Low

(Para);

HO
120
115

The Mighty Treve (Univ), 3d wk
(M-G-M)
Fifth Avenue — Maytime
Liberty — History Is Made at Night (UA)
(20th-Fox); Man
News
Is
Music Box— Love

of

2d "wk
the People (M-G-M),
Orpheum — Personal Property (M-G-M); Breezing Home (LTniv)
Palomar — Let’s Get Married (Col), stage show.
Paramount — Nancy Steele Is Missing (20th-Fox),
Don’t Tell the Wife (RKO)

110
H®
115
HO

WASHINGTON

105
95

85

Step

board (Univ)
Loew’s — Ma.vtime (M-G-M), held over
Missouri — Sea Devils (RKO);
Bark Avenue

Blue

CITY

Radio City Music Hall — Seventh
Fox), stage show

Fox — Seventh

70
140
140
190
140
75
... 95

85

ST. LOUIS

Warfield — Head

Liberty — AA’ben’s Your Birthday? (RKO)
Orpheum — Quality Street (RKO)
Saenger — Waikiki Bedding
(Para)
St. Charles — She’s Dangerous
(Univ); The
King’s Scandals on the stage
State — Alaytime (M-G-M)
Strand — Cloistered (SR), held over
Tudor — Transatlantic Merry-Go-Round
(UA)

YORK

Now

Ambassador — Quality Street
Over Heels in Love (GB)

Arti.sts — No
United
reissue

ORLEANS

(20th-Pox);

Lively, Jeeves (20th-Fox)
State — Maytime
(M-G-M)
..,
Strand — Murder Goes to College

Logger (RKO)
St. .show
Louis— Love Is News

Aster — Racing Lady (RKO); Clarenee (Para).. 90
Century — I,Jist of Mrs. Che>"ney (M-G-M), 2d wk. 90
Minnesota — Swing High, Swing Low’ (Para)... 100
Orpheum — Nancy Steele Is Missing (20th-Fox).. 70
State — AA’oinan AA’ise (20th-Fox); Jungle
Princess (Para)
80
World — Carnival in Flanders (French)
70

Mid175

Night

Strand— AVhen
Playground

NEW

Newman^ — AA’hen’s Your liirthday? (RKO);
Bulldog Drummond
Escapes (Para)

Heels

Girl

Ma.iestic — ^Seventh

Y’ou’re

Center — Sea Devils (RKO), revival
Globe — Horse Feathers (Para)

Alamo— I. and Beyond the Law
(WB)
Apollo — The Holy Terror (20th-Fox)
Circle — Swing High, Swing Low (Para),

Over

235
tlie Chorus

125
85

100

INDIANAPOLIS

Uptown — Head
days

Doctor’s

Albee — Quality Street (RKO) ; With Love
and Kisses (Melody)
Fays — We Have Our Moments
(Univ), stage
show

MILWAUKEE

HO

Downtown — Ecstasy (Jewell), 3d wk., held for
4th
100
Fox — Seventh Heaven (20th-Fox). stage show.
film moved
to Adams
for 2d wk
110
Madison — History Is Made at Night (UA)
90
Michigan — Waikiki Wedding
(Para), stage
show; picture moved to Madison for 2d wk..ll0
State — Swing High, Swing Low
(Para): 2d

at

A

150
85
145

95

DETROIT
Adams — Trouble in MorcM’Co (Col): Time
for Romance
(20th-Fox)
Cinema — A Greater Promise (Amkino)

Hillstreet — Quality Street (RKO);
AA’e Have
Our Moments
(Univ)
Hollywood — Same as Downtown
Pantages — Same as Hillstreet
Paramount — Swing High, Swing Low
(Para),
2d wk., stage show
State — Same as Chinese

Palace — Two Wise Maids (Rep); Stars sand
Stripes Revue on stage
125
Riverside— A Man Betrayed (Rep); stage show. 100

following

Broadway — Lost Horizon (Col), roadshow
Denham — Swing: High, Swing Low
(Para),
return engagement
Denver — Seventh Heaven
(20th-Fox)
Paramount — Women
of Glamour
(Col), and
Parole Racket (Col)
Orpheum — Quality Street (RKO). and Park
Avenue Logger (RKO)

Midland — History Is Made
Elephant Boy (UA)

120

(Para);

PROVIDENCE

DENVER

Mainstreet — Waikiki AVedding
night Court (WB)

When’s

(M-G-M)

Alone

DALLAS
Capitol — Rebellion (RKO)
80
Capitol — AVonian Wise (20th-Fox)
85
Capitol — The Old Corral (Rep)
100
Majestic — History Is Made
at Nijrht (UA)....150
Melba — Two Wise Maids (Rep)
90
Palace — The Kinff and the Chorus Girl (WB).125
Rialto — The G<»od Earth (M-G-M);
roadshow
two-a-day engagement at advanced prices... 90
Tower — CIoistere<l (SR), roadshow attraction. .100

KANSAS

150

(Univ)
80
Fulton — AVings of the Morning (20th-Fox)
120
Penn — Quality Street (RKO)
75
Stanley — John Meatle’s Woman
(Para) ;
stage show
110
Waraier — Once a Doctor (FN); Clarence (Para). 85
Nixon — Lost Horizon (Col), roadshow
100

York.

at

100
125
125

PITTSBURGH

Lost Horizon (roadshow), 4th wk. of 2-aday at Globe, New York; 3rd wk. at Geary,
San Francisco.

Swing High, Swing
Mouse, Seattle.

Street (RKO);
(RKO)

Omaha — Waikiki Wedding
Diary (Para)
Orpheum — The King and

RUNS

Good Earth (roadshow),
day at Astor, New
York;
Francis, San Francisco.

100

OMAHA

175

Seventh Heaven — Kansas City. ...165
Waikiki Wedding — New York
165
Maytime — Cincinnati
160

EXTENDED

CITY

Criterion — Nancy Steele Is Missing (20th- Fox),
5 days
Liberty — Great O’Malley (WB) ; Step Lively,
Jeeves (20th-Fox)
Midwest — Love Is News (20th-Fox)
State— Great Guy (GN)
Warner — Criminal Lawyer
(RKO), plus stage
show

300

Maytime — Providence
Love Is News — Cincinnati
Waikiki Wedding (dual) —

105
115

Tow’n (Univ), stage show... 145
and the Chorus Girl (WB)..125

OKLAHOMA

(road-

show)

Kansas

CINCINNATI

Stillman — John

Top Hits of the Week
Omaha

Chicago — Personal Property (M-G-M)
Palace — ^Quality Street (RKO)
Roosevelt — Waikiki Wedding
(Para)
United Artists — Maj-tiine (M-G-M)

Rialto — Sea Devils (RKO), 3rd wk
Rivoli — History Is Made at Night (UA)
Roxy — Top of the
Strand — The King

Waikiki

CHICAGO

IS 100%)

Outstanding

Capitol — A Family Affair (M-G-M) and circus
stage show
Columbia — La.st of Mrs. Cheyney
(M-G-M),
repeat
_
Earle — King

and

the

Chorus

Jan Garber Orch
Keith’.s — Qualit.v Street (RKO)
Metropolitan — No Man of Her
reissue
Palace — MasTime

(M-G-M)

BOXOFnCE
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and
125
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(Para),
9®
150

April 10, 1937.

BAR
A COMPUTATION OF WHAT THE PICTURES DID IN
THEIR FIRST RUNS IN PRINCIPAL CENTERS AS COMPILED FROM THE WEEKLY REPORTS IN BOXOFFICE.

PERCENTAGES
Black Legion

(WB)

Breezing Home
Clarence

Condemned
Crack-Up
Criminal

Row

(RKO)

(20th-Fox)
Lawyer

Dangerous

(RKO)

Number

(M-G-M)

Devil's Playground

(Col)

Man

of the People

8

Man

Who

6

Maytime

5

Men

5

Nancy

G

Off to the Races

8

On

5

Don't Tell the Wife (RKO)

9

Family

Fire Over

Good

Are Not Gods

9

(Para)

7

Racing

Lady

5

(UA)

5

Ready,

Willing and

Heels in Love (GB)

Woman

Last of Mrs. Cheyney

Sea

G

(M-G-M)

Devils (RKO)

Lost Horizon (Col)

19

(Univ)

Blonde

Swing

High, Swing

G

(WB)

7
Low

(Para)

19

Three

Smart

Girls (Univ)

8

Under

Cover

of Night (M-G-M)

5

We're

on the Jury (RKO)

When

You're in Love (Col)

8
35

29

Your

Birthday?

(RKO)

13

(20th-Fox)

11

7
Wings

G

(20th-Fox)

25

(Para)

23

of Affairs (GB)

18
14

Smart

When's
(20th-Fox)

Able (WB)

11
8

(Para)

(RKO)

She's Dangerous

7

Holy Terror, The (20th-Fox)

Mon

31

9

Light (FN)

of Salem

(20th-Fox)

(M-G-M)

34

Maid

7

8

Green

Love Is News

(20th-Fox)

and the Stars (RKO)

(FN)

155

(20th-Fox).... 18

in a Million (20th-Fox)

Outcast

Woman

Wise

Women

of Glamour

You

5

of the Morning

(20th-Fox)

Only Live Once

7

(Col)

12

(UA)

7

CITIES FROM WHICH AVERAGES WERE COMPUTED: With comparative figures indicating the percentage
cent) achieved by individual cities as compiled from the first run records of each.

of average

City
Baltimore
Boston
Charlotte

Pet.
80
105
110

Pet.
100

City
Portland, Ore

Chicago
Cincinnati
Cleveland
Dallas

95
120
110
105

BOXOFFICE
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: i

7

Steele Is Missing

the Avenue

One

(UA)

Plough

and the Woman

Lloyds of London

5

12

14

John Meade's

(M-G-M)

5

Earth, The (M-G-M)

Over

7

(Col)

Great O'Malley, The (WB)

Head

Miracles (UA)

Racket

England

God's Country

Work

90 100 110 125 140

5

Parole

(M-G-M)

Affair, A

Could

(M-G-M)

75

I. , , i

10

Doctor's Diary, A (Para)

Espionage

PERCENTAGES

90 100 110 125 140

7

(Univ)

(Para)

75

NUMBER OF RUNS FOLLOWS INITIALS OF DISTRIBUTORS. PICTURES WITH LESS THAN 5 RUNS NOT LISTED. AVERAGE THEATRE GROSS FIGURED AT 100%.

City
Denver
Detroit

Pet.
115
85

Indianapolis
Kansas City
Los Angeles
Milwaukee
Minneapolis

100
105
105
105
80

City
New Haven
New

Orleans

110

St. Louis

New

York

100

Salt Lake

125
130
105

Seattle
Washington,

Oklahoma City
Omaha
Pittsburgh

San

business

(100 per
Pet.
110
100

City

Francisco
D, C

100
110
115
100

21

Pinky Lee, Harold
TERRY-TOON

Waldrldge.

Feb.

26.

'37.

Bug: Carnival (7) — A
little lady bug is almost
captured by a ferocious insect but her sweetheart
comes

to

the

rescue.

April

16, ’37.

Paramount
COLOR

CLASSIC

Chicken a la King: (7) — A love-sick
tan foresakes his harem of hens for
duck.

CHANGES

reatute3

BILL

Cherokee Strip, The (..) — Western. Justice comes
to a thriving town when a crusading lawyer who
had been thwarted in staking his land rush
claim

pins a murder on the same man
responsible for his loss. Dick Foran, Jane Bryan,
David Carlyle. Director, Noel Smith. (F). May
15.

King Solomon’s Mines
of an expedition in

Director, Phil Rosen. (F). April 5, ’37. (6006).
Trusted Outlaw, The
(52) — In an effort to go
straight and remove the family stigma of outlaw a cow’boy Incurs the wrath of thieves but
gets the upper hand, the girl amd a job. Boh
Steele, Lois January, Joan Barclay. Director,
Robert

(..) — Adventure.
search of a rich

Members
diamond

mine

convince opposing natives of their supernatural powders when
an eclipse of the moon
comes to their aid. Cedric Hardwicke, Anna
Lee, Roland Young.
Director, Robert Stevenson.
(F). April
COMING

country detective spurns an insurance company’s
plea to search for valuable jewels but exposes
the thief when
a young couple becomes implicated. Guy Kibbee, Tom
Brown, Lucie Kaye.

Pictures

Bradbury.

TITLE

Grand

Tester.

Two

Who
Dared (85) — Drama.
Against a background of Czarist Russia and political intrigue
it tells of a w'oman faced with the dilemma of
confessing her own lack of virtue or of sending a man
to death. Anna
Sten, Henry Wilcoxon, Viola Keats. Director, Eugene
Frenke.

AVhen I*in With
TO SING ABOUT

lyOve,

changed

to

Year’s Kisses,
EVERYTHING.

changed

to

(113).

You, changed to SOMETHING
(back to its original).

As

The

Old

Soak,

May 21. '37
April 23. *37
April 30, *37
May 7. *37

changed

to GOOD

OLD

Poramovmt
TITLE

CHANGE:

The Ascending
GAMBINI.

Dragon,

RKO

changed

to THE

Wings
Over
Honolulu
(..) — Romantic
drama.
When
a former suitor attempts to interfere wdth
a
whirlwind marriage, causing Injury to the
husband’s naval career, the wiife cancels a
planned elopement
and
saves her husband’s
reputation. Wendy
Barrie, Ray Milland, William Gargan. Director, H. C. Potter. IF). Mav
16. »37. (1011).

Down

DATES:
April 30, ’37
April 9. ’37
.A^pril 23, ’37

Roberts,

(62) — Action

drama.

A

love

Benny

Weeks.

Director,

has stolen his wife’s love, rescues his partner
and becomes the victim of his own plot upon
realizing his error. June Travis, Bob Livingston.
Donald Cook. Director, John Auer. (F). March

22

1. ’37.

Japan.

(53) — Western. A gang
under threat of harm

of
to

April

19, ’3t.

Dumb’s the Word (18)- — While cleaning the attic of
hi.s house, Kennedy
discovers a teapot full of
gold pieces but it is finally taken away by his
PA'THE
neighbor.

TOPICS
June
11, ’37.

No.

6 (9)
MARCH

OF

TIME

No.

April

8 (20)
WORLD

ON

PARADE

2, ’37

March

19, ’37

California Missions (11) — Places of worship erected by the Franciscan. Friars a century ago still
their

origin

charm.

April

16, '37.

Universal
GOING

PLACES

No. 34 (8) — A
fiesta to
Mexico; borax deposits

the ox in San Isidro,
in Death Valley; the
States; the two milwho
lives in Death

Valley. March
22, ’37.
OSWALD
CARTOONS
Birthday Party
(7) — Oswald
invites the three
little ducklings to his birthday party with disa.strous results to the presents and refreshments.
March 29, ’37.
STRANGER
No.

THAN

FICTION

3.5

(10) — ’The president’s double; an eggpoaching pooch; lighthouse-keeping
in the mid-a
dle of Atlantic
City; a
blind watchmaker;

school
April

that

played

hookey;

a

Cuban

Dr.

Divine.

26. ’37.

Vitaphone
BIG

TIME

vaudeville

Vitaphone
Diversions (10) — The
Five Juggling
•Jewels; Dave
Monahan,
xylophonist: Brown.
Rich and
Ball, a
comedy
team; and Smith
and Dale, dialect comedians.
BROADWAY
BREVITIES
Play

April

3, '37.

Street (21) — Cherry Preisser, star in a Broadway show, Invites her sister, June, and Duke

McHale
to a
party w'here they demonstrate
their dancing ability. April 3, '37.
Romance
of Robert Burns (16) — The famous poet
leaves his country sweetheart to go to Edinburgh where he meets a society girl but he returns to his home
in time to marry his true
love. Owen
King, Linda Perry. In Technicolor.
LOONEY
April
10. '37.TUNES
Porky’s

Romance
(7) — Porky
mantic nature to Petunia

Pig displays his roPig but he finally
April

3, '37.

Ghost to Ghost Hook-up,
A
(11) — The
Radio
Ramblers have an opportunity to display their
famous imitations of popular stars in a haunted
house.
3, '37.
Home
RunApril
on the
Keys
Byron Gay
and Zez

(9) — At a hunting lodge
Confrey, composers, are

trying to get an idea for a song
Ruth reminisces about his baseball
the

Columbia
COLOR

title song.

April

when
days,

Babe
hence

24, ’37.

RHAPSODIES

Let’s (io (9) — The industrious bees set an example
for the grasshoppers by showing them how to
run their village.
TWO
REELERS

April

New
News
(19) — Two
and butler in order

8, ’37.

reporter.s hire out
to get a scoop on

engagement

to

a

foreign

Kennedy
and Monty Collins.
Three Dumb
Clucks (20) — The

a.s cook
wealthy

prince.

April
Three

Tom

1, ’37.
Stooges

set

out to prevent their father’s marriage to a dizzy
blonde who helomgs to a gang of blackmailers.
April

17. ’37.

Wil-

liam Nigh. (F). March 22, ’37. (6028).
Circus Girl (62) — Dramatic romance. An aerialist.
plotting revenge on his partner, believing he

1. ’37. (6014).
Gambling: Terror, The
racketeers operating

May

Skott6
woman’s

triangle is solved when
the ’’softie” son of a
.steel magnate
earns his spurs and commands
the respect of a stern superior. Grant Withers,
Beatrice

(F).

Radio

Republic
Cracks

London, Spain and
EDGAR
KENNEDY

decides to remain a bachelor.
VITAPHONE
NOVELTIES

Shall We Dance?
Soldier and the I.ad.v, The
Woman
I Love, The

Bill

Bros.

(lo Getter, The
(..) — Romantic
comedy-drama.
Despite the enmity engendered by a
jealous
boss and some dangerous assignments, a crippled ex-sailor wins his superior’s admiration,
daughter and
managership
in a
huge
firm.
George Brent. Anita Louise, Charles Winninger.

rector. T.,oui.s King.

Radio

hottest spot in the United
lion dollar mystery man

up, shatterto walk out.

GREAT

(F). April 16, ’37. (710).
You Can’t Buy Luck ( . . )— Action drama mystery.
A girl, a murder and a catastrophe combine to
reform a
superstitious race horse owner
with
queer ideas. Onslow Stevems, Helen Mack. Hedda
Hopper. Director. I.ew Landers. (F). May
7.
•37. (726).
RELEASE

CAN’T

This causes him to reform, and brings a reconr^iliation. John
Boles, Doris Nolan, Walter
Pidgeon. Director. Edward
Buzzell. (F). Mav
9. *37. (1012).

Outcasts af Poker
Flat
(72) — Melodrama.
A
teacher rehabilitates but loses a ruthless gambler who is driven from a California gold mining town by vigilantes. Preston Foster, Jean
Muir, Van
Heflin. Director, Christy Cabanne.

NEW

YOU

Director, Busby Berkeley. (F). May
22, ’37.
•Melmly for Two
(60) — Musical comedy-drama.
A
battle of wits, love, temper and pride between
a
band leader and his girl singer introduces
the origin of swing music and seals a romance.
James Melton, Patricia Ellis, Fred Keating. Di-

SOAK.

in

BE

boss. Memories of his past come
ing her illusions and causing her

Warner

Daniell.

Day at the Ra<*es, A
Good Old Soak, The
Night Must Fall
They Gave Him a Gun
TITLE
CHANGE:

WILL

drama.
An
philandering

RELEASES:

Chair — Madge Evans, Henry
NEAV
RELEASE
DATES:

I

RKO

Foreigji Sports (10) — The outstanding athletes of
foreign nations are pictured in sporting coniests

retain

Good as Married (..) — Romantic
infatuated secretary marries her

Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer
COMING
1.3th

(6.3.34).

Universal

National

(A). April 30, *37.
TITLE
CHANGE:

1, ’37.

20th Century-Fox

15. *37.
RELEASES:

Coins for Candles — Nova Pilbeam.
Gangivay — ^Jessie Matthews.
Non-Stop New
York — Anna Lee. Desmond

Feb.

CORUM

CHANGE:

Escape From
FAITHFUL.
Last
HAVE

(F).

16. *37.

rOPEYK

Hospitaliky (7) — Popeye and Bluto try frantically
to get injured in order to have Olive Oyl nurse
them. April 16, '37.

merchants comes off second best when a wandering gambler exposes them.
Johnny
Mack
Brown, Iris Meredith, Charlie King. Directo^r,
Sam
Newfield. (F). Feb. 15, ’37. (6324).
Jim Hanvey, Detective (700) — Comedy mystery. A

First National

GB

April

rooster-Sula flirtatious

Educational
GAGS

AND

GALS

Comic
Artist’s Home
Life (19 — Jefferson Machamer marries a beautiful girl reporter in order
to get ideas for his weekly comic sheet. Jean
Christie. April 9, ’37.
SONG
AND
COMEDY
Dental
show

Follies
to

(10) — Young

keep

his

dentist

patient’s

mind

puts
oft

on
the

a floor
pain.
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NEW UNION DISSENSION BREAKS
Morrison Views

New
New

Unions Progress
Washington — “Applications

for

unioni-

zation of (minor) theatre employes are
coming in most encouragingly and organization is proceeding all along the line,”
Secretary Morrison of the American Federation of Labor told Boxoffice here Wednesday.
Morrison received with interest a report
from George Browne, president of lATSE,
that his group would support the Screen
Actors’ Guild and other coast unions seeking entrance into the basic studio agreement or the establishment of a closed shop
in the studios. He cited the AFL resolution urging the basic pact studio unions
to support 15 coast unions seeking studio
recognition.
Understood to be active in the theatre
and exchange unionization movement,
Browne and ranking lATSE officials have
been absent from their Washington headquarters for many days.

NO CIO ENTRY INTO
AFL GOTHAM FIELDS
New

York — Speculation

surrounding

the

probable invasion in the New York area
of the Committee for Industrial Organization was allayed this week when CIO attorneys agreed to withdraw from organizational activity in the building and general construction fields.
This move was interpreted by labor interests as meaning that the John L. Lewis
group woud not attempt to encroach upon
the jurisdiction of the American Federation of Labor in the organized fields, including film crafts.

RKO Rochester Buy
Rochester,

N.

Y. — The

owners

Discharge of Empire Men
Creates Rift With
Local 306

Labor Relations Board
Studies Lab Strike
the strike at the Consolidated
Laboratories plant in Ft. Lee,
was brought before the national
relations board here for settlement. The union demands a iO-hour
loeek, wage increases and other concessions.
Attending the conferences were
Herbert V. Yates and his counsel for
Consolidated and Bernard Deckoff,
president of the United Theatrical
and Motion Picture Workers Union,
and his committee.

York

—

Central

States

theatres

Empire

in

Iowa and Nebraska are in the midst of a
deal with Paramount for a combined operation and while the matter is under discussion nothing definite has been accomplished, Ralph Blanton, general manager
of the circuit in the middle west, told
Boxoffice

this week.

With A. H. Blank, head of Central States
and Paramount operating partner, Blanton
arrived here Monday chiefly to dispose of
some film deals that had been hanging fire,
he said.
Under negotiation is the elimination of
the repurchase clause in the Paramount
contract with Blank whereby Paramount
can resume full ownership of the theatres.
However, it will take some time before this
is effected because of the necessity of arriving at the best tax savings arrangement,
it was said.
GN
New

MEET

SET

York — Grand

MAY

lG-19

National’s

first an-

nual sales meeting is set for May 16-19 at
the Ambassador Hotel, Los Angeles.

EASTERN EDITION Is One of the Seven Sectional Editions in Which BOXOFFICE Is Published Weekly. The
Other Six Editions Are: NEW ENGLAND. MIDEAST, CENTRAL, MIDWEST, WESTERN, SOUTHERN.

virtual monopoly

in the

Favors

CIO

Charter

New

Central States and
Paramount Dicker
New

York — The

projectionist field being enjoyed by Local
306, affiliate of the International Alliance
of Theatrical Stage Employes, is seen as
threatening the existing peace among the
theatre interests that, ironically, are now
fighting to restore the gains they thought
had been achieved when Mayor La Guardia’s board of survey made Local 306 overlord in its field.

the eve of its third

week,
Film
N. J.,
labor

of the

RKO Palace Theatre Bldg, here sold the
property to the Rochester Palace Corp., a
subsidiary of RKO, for $1,193,000.

York — On

industrial warfare appears imminent, with the Empire State Motion Picture Operators Union having gone on record as favoring a Committee for Industrial
Organization charter. A. Kindler, president of Empire, this week said an application for the charter is being drawn and
will be submitted when the CIO opens
headquarters in New York in about a week.
Fresh dissension among the two unions
originated when eight Empire men were
discharged from houses in Brooklyn belonging to the Independent Theatre Owners Assn. This occurred after the agreement reached recently by which the Allied
Motion Picture Operators Union was absorbed by Local 306 and a contract was
signed by Local 306 and the ITOA. Subsequently, itwas admitted by Ben Golden,
labor mediator for the board that effected
the agreement, that had the board been
aware that Empire men were employed in
ITOA houses a different agreement, not
restricting employment to Local 306 men,
would have been effected.
Empire

Pickets

Arrested

George Basson, president of Local 306,
demanding that the letter of his contract
with the ITOA be upheld, refuses to reinstate the eight Empire men who have been
replaced with Local 306 operators. Meanwhile, the mediators who successfully
ironed out what they thought was the last
vestige of dual unionism among the projectionists are powerless to adjust the situation, the trump card being held by
Basson.
On Tuesday four Empire pickets in front
of the Globe, protesting the alleged lockout
by ITOA houses, were arrested.

ALFRED L. FINESTONE, Eastern Editor, 551 Fifth Ave.,
New York, N. Y., Phone Vanderbilt 3-7138. PRESCOTT
DENNETT, Bond Bldg., Washington, D. C., V. W. MORROW, 73 W. Eagle St., Buffalo, N. Y.

ITO Reports Demand for
Third Exhibitor Group
New

York — The

notion

of Harry

Brandt,

president of the Independent Theatre
Owners of Greater New York, for a third
national exhibitor organization, is being
kept alive by articles in The Independent,
the association’s organ.

New

“Independent exhibitors, disgusted with
what they term the ‘sterility of the MPTOA,’ have besieged the ITOA offices with
letters demanding and asking for the formation of a new national exhibitor organization headed by a leading public figure
who can fight for their welfare with some
degree of success,” the paper said in its
issue of April 10.
Suggest

Regional

MPTOA Head Names
Radio Committee

Meetings

“The general tenor of the suggestions
and inquiries stresses the point that no
man is too big for the job and the salary
would be made high enough to attract persons of outstanding ability.”
Mentioning the name of one “demanding” a third national exhibitor group, the
paper continued that with a leader of the
calibre outlined heading such an organization, exhibitors “would at least present a
united front against the producer-distributor interests.”
Suggestions have been made that regional meetings be held to formulate plans,
to be followed by a national meeting at
which the new organization would take
form, the article said.

STARTS

MANAGERS'
Chicago — The

MEETING

first of a series of regional

meetings for Republic branch managers
was held here by J. J. Milstein, sales manager, on April 10 to discuss current product
preliminary to the company’s national
convention this spring. Among those attending were Max Roth, central sales manager, Irving Mandel, Harry Torch and the
Chicago staff; L. W. Marriott, Indianapolis,
and Jack Frackman, Milwaukee.
Milstein will preside at a meeting in
Kansas City on Monday with Gilbert Nathanson, Minneapolis; E. J. Hilton, Des
Moines; Henry Novitsky, Omaha; Nat
Steinberg and Barney Rosenthal, St. Louis;
Sol Davis, Oklahoma City, and Bob ’Withers of Kansas City and his staff scheduled
to attend.
After two additional regional sessions,
Milstein will proceed to Los Angeles to confer with Herbert J. Yates, president of
Consolidated Film Laboratories, and the
company’s producers on a definite date for
the national sales meeting. A1 Adams,
publicity and advertising head at the home
office in New York, will leave for the west
coast next week for the conferences.

24

out the inun-

to stars and theatres to a minimum,’’
Kuykendall said.

Talk Feature Plans
— With

the

decision

of the

board of directors of "Van Beuren Corp.
to cancel its future production schedule,
conferences were begun this week among
officers of the company toward setting up
its program of feature pictures.
George

Hirliman,

week for talks with A. J. "Van Beuren,
chairman of Condor’s board, and Frank
M. Snell, in charge of the company’s eastern activities. Early discussions center
details on

“Nine

Old

The company probably will make a series of color shorts for either RKO or
Grand
Men.” National release. Van Beuren contracted to produce 32 short subjects for
RKO release this season, the last of which
is expected to come through in July.

Newark Game
Newark,

N.

postponements

on

the part of major distribution companies’
attorneys in moving for permission to have
the U. S. supreme court review the decision
holding film rental transactions within the
city subject to the emergency two per cent
sales tax is seen as an indication that they
favor payment of the tax without further
contesting its validity.
Has

Begun

This view was divulged by a high city
official, who, in the absence of further distributor moves, revealed that the comptroller’s office has already begun auditing
the assessments against the distributors
and will commence collections in about a
month. Only the possibility of a review
of the decision remains as an obstacle
toward unloosening the distributors’ purse
strings to the extent of about $2,000,000,
representing arrears in the two years of
accumulated taxes plus penalties and interest.
Boxoffice’s

informant

pointed

to

the

fact that had the distributors felt there
was a chance of upsetting the decision of
the state’s highest tribunal, which upheld
the validity of the tax on March 16, some
form of action would have been taken before now, particularly as the first quarter
payment of the sales tax is due April 15.

Dover,

Del. — The

bill ex.:mpting

motion

picture studios from taxes for 15 years, introduced in the house several weeks ago,
passed that body last Thursday.
Howard

E. Lynch jr., house attorney, explained the bill, declaring it would not
exempt from taxation property held by
film concerns not used for that business.
The bill was introduced
Ringler of Millville.

by Rep. 'W. R.

president of Condor

Pictures, which with RKO owns all "Van
Beuren stock, arrived from the coast this

about production

York — Repeated

DEL. TAX EXEMPTION
BILL PASSES HOUSE

VanBeuren Officials
York

New

Auditing

date of the Miami convention, Ed
Kuykendall, MPTOA president, appointed a committee Thursday to
survey radio competition with theatres. The committee'.
Walter Vincent, New York, chairman; Arthur H. Lockwood, Middletown, Conn.; Lewen Pizor, Philadelphia; Samuel Pinanski, Boston.
“This committee will welcome ideas
and suggestions from exhibitors on
the radio problem and will undertake to examine the practical matter
of what should be done, how it can
be done, and what sort of regulation
or control would reduce the damage

New

REPUBLIC

York — Carrying

DISTRIBUTORS BOW
TO SALES TAX RULE

J. — Affiliated

Test
Enterprises,

sponsors of Bank Night, will seek to determine its rights to continue the game at the
American here, which was recently raided
by police, when the case comes up before
the grand jury next week. Magistrate
Valani, sitting in police court, held Charles
Horne, manager of the theatre, without
bail pending the hearing.

Three Win Sunday Shows
Baltimore,

Md. — Three

bills permitting

Sunday motion pictures in various sections
of Maryland in which they have been barred have been passed by the general assembly. Two are subject to referendum.
One of these would permit showings in
Annapolis and another in Oakland, Md.
The third bill provides for showing Sunday
films in the fifth district of Anne Arundel
county, providing 10 per cent of the receipts from ticket sales go to charitable
organizations.

Defer Ad Rate Tilt
Rochester,

N. Y. — The

three local news-

papers have postponed a threatened increase in the motion picture advertising
rate which was scheduled to go into effect April 1. H. M. Addison and Lester
Pollock of Loew’s are credited with conducting the negotiations which resulted in
a postponement of the rate increase at
least to September 1.
BOXOFTICE
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MllEW YORK
^HE Press Photographers, who ought to
know, speak their piece: The hardest
persons to photograph: Greta Garbo and
J. P. Morgan. The most fascinating woman: Hildegarde, radio and screen star.
The best dressed woman: Irene Rich. The
most photographed child: Shirley Temple,
with the Dionne Quints running a close
second. The easiest person to photograph:
Mayor La Guardia. All of this was disclosed in a poll of the press lensers in
New York.
Norton

V. Ritchey, general manager

of

Monogram’s export department, has returned from a Florida vacation . . . Myron
Battler, Paramount branch manager for
the metropolitan territory, is off for fun
in Havana . . . Arthur A. Lee is booked to
sail for Europe on the Normandie April 28
. . . Joe Weil, director of exploitation for
Universal, is back from Canadian conferences anent openings of “Top of the Town”
. . . Joseph I. Breen, production code administrator for the Hays office, is due
from England next week.
Gordon White, John C. Plinn and Marvin Kirsch will be in charge of entertainment for the forthcoming Ampa dinnerdance at the Hotel New Yorker May 1.
If you have any novel ideas, shoot ’em
to the boys . . . E. C. Grainger, brown as
the proverbial berry from three weeks of
Florida . . . A1 Santell is in town looking
at lots of shows . . . Ernst Lubitsch is
posting $50 for the best advertising catchline for the campaign on “Angel.” The
contest is open to all Paramount publicity employes.
Miriam

Hopkins

is understood

to have a

piece of “Miss Quis,” current Broadway
attraction . . . Lawrence Tibbett has been
re-elected president of the American Guild
of Musical Artists. James Melton remains
a member of the board . . . Charles E.
and Mrs. McCarthy have returned from a
Caribbean cruise . . . Jake Lubin is getting along nicely after an operation at
the Hospital for Joint Diseases . . . Hal
Hode, public relations representative for
Columbia, will address groups at the Hotels Astor and Roosevelt, April 20 and 23,
respectively , on what “Lost Horizon”
should mean to them.
When Samuel Goldwyn put Linton Wells
in charge of his eastern publicity and advertising department, he acquired the kind
of talent that promises to put NEWS in
motion picture publicity. Linton’s background includes newspaper coverage of
wars and insurrections in all parts of the
world since the Chinese revolution of 1911.
He reported the Italo-Ethiopian conflict
for the New York Herald-Tribune and
was roving reporter in Europe for International News Service, later becoming chief
of INS and Universal Service bureaus in
Moscow from 1932 to 1934. He has been
Hollywood correspondent for the HeraldTribune, Chicago Tribune and Associated
Press.
Tony Barg is designing the murals for
the newsreel theatre opening next month
in the Grand Central Terminal . . . Fun
(Continued on next page)
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Phillij Independents Hit
at Distribntor "Drives"

Shenandoah Showmen
Face Gouge
Philadelphia — Theatre

owners

in

Bhenandoah, Pa., are facing a battle
for their existence in a bill pending
before the borough council there.
The bill proposes to raise the license fee to $3.00 a day and $25 for
Bunday which would raise the present $100 license fee to $2,236, for a
theatre running all year around.
The situation looks serious after
the bill received the approval of the
Bhenandoah Labor Board, which
charged that Bhenandoah theatres
charged higher entrance fees than
surrounding towns. Only five members of the \b-man borough council
have thus far expressed opposition
to the proposed ordinance, it was reported.

Move Wide-Spread
York — “More

sive schools and

than

of the exhibitor.”

to

“drives”

Slaps

Columbia

The UMPTO also passed a resolution
condemning Columbia Pictures Inc., for allegedly setting up a non-theatrical situation in Bridgeport, Pa., in “retaliation”
against an exhibitor for not buying Columbia product for the 1936-37 season. The
distributor is accused of selling pictures
to churches and halls in competition to the
Bridgeport exhibitor,
Members of the organization were also
urged to delay entering into any contracts
with distributors for the forthcoming season until they are duly advised by the officers of the UMPTO.
Restate

School Film Study
New

Philadelphia — Opposition

and sales campaigns put on by local exchanges was voiced at a meeting of the
board of managers of the UMPTO of E.
Pa., So. N. J., and Del. held last Friday.
The organization called upon exhibitors
to refrain from participating in such campaigns which were termed “injurious to
the industry” and “not in the best interest

Shorts

Pay

Stand

The UMPTO restated its opposition to
the weekly payment plan for shorts. It
called upon all its members to sign pledges
to refrain from signing contracts which
provide for the weekly payment plan.

5,000 progres-

colleges are

teaching

photoplay appreciation today” in contrast
to a decade ago when the power of schools
to influence film trends lay dormant, according to William Lewin, chairman of the
motion picture committee. Department of
Secondary Education, National Education
Assn., speaking before students of the New
York University School of Education
Thursday night.
Study guides on the better photoplays
are issued periodically, basic text books in
the photoplay appreciation field are now
available and methods of the movement
are being taught in normal schools and
teachers’ colleges.
All this is of benefit to the exhibitor in
that it creates potential audiences, Lewin
said, expressing the opinion that “one of
the most effective methods of using a motion picture appreciation course is to correlate it with whatever films are currently
being
tres. seen by pupils in neighborhood

N. Y. SCHOOL BOARD
PRODUCES A FILM
New

department

of educa-

of New York this week
of motion picture producstarted on a full-length
education.

About 30 prints will be put in circulation among the schools in the metropolitan
area. The feature will be supervised by
professional photographers from the WPA
adult education project. It will be designed to dramatize the dangers that children
face going to and from school
phasize how to cross streets
other phases of safety. About
at a Bronx school will enact

and will emproperly and
200 children
roles.

Will Aid Campaign

thea-

Lewin has long opposed the practice of
major motion picture companies of sending out study guides to theatre managers
and exchanges in advance of release date.
This policy, Lewin maintains, definitely
dates the guides and they often never reach
the classes for which they are intended.
A more effective method of distributing
these pamphlets, Lewin declared, is to have
them issued from the Educational and
Recreational Guides headquarters.

York — The

tion of the city
entered the field
tion with work
feature on safety

New

York — William

Scully, zone

chair-

man of the New York committee of the
Will Rogers Memorial Drive, and Joe Lee,
committee member, discussed the campaign beginning April 30 with members of
Allied Theatre Owners Assn, at a meeting
at the Hotel Lincoln Tuesday. The organization voted to support the campaign. In
the absence of President Lee Newbury, the
meeting was conducted by Sidney Samuelson, member of the board.
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TRUCK STRIKE TIES
UP SCENERY AT DEL.
Wilmington, Del. — Wilmington’s general
truck strike, now in its fourth week, prevented the moving of scenery for the return engagement of “Boy Meets Girl” from
the railroad station to the Shubert Playhouse last Thursday and the engagement
was cancelled. A full house, more than
1,200 persons, were turned away.
When the company was unable to play
here its members left for Richmond, Va.
After a day of conferences, Raymond J.
Harris, manager, said he had been advised that the union truckers could not
haul the scenery even under police escort.
General
The

Strike

Called

Off

NEW

Question Validity of
Game Ordinance

(Continued

morning

and

which,

according

to

union officials, would “also likely shut down
all theatres” in the city, was called off at
noon Saturday.

STAGE

EMPLOYES
DEAL FOR BOOST

New

York — Negotiations on a wage increase for members of Locals 1 and 4 of
the Theatrical Protective Union. lATSE,
consisting of stage employes, will continue
next week with Major L. E. Thompson,
chairman of the committee representing
the New York theatre circuits.
The unions demand restoration of the
salary cuts taken two years ago when the
circuits complained of reduced business.
Labor representatives met with circuit
spokesmen this week but failed to agree on
terms. The labor committee rejected the
theatres’ proposal that three increases of
six per cent each be staggered over a twoyear period and this week was holding out
for a flat increase of 15 per cent, retroactive to March 1.

BOASBERG HEADS RKO
BUFFALO EXCHANGE
Buffalo — Charles Boasberg has assumed
his new duties as manager of the RKO
Buffalo exchange. He succeeds Tom J.
Walsh, who is with the Comerford circuit.
Boasberg, a native of Buffalo, was one
of the leading RKO salesmen in the area.
He began as a salesman in the Salt Lake
City exchange, became manager there late
in 1929, and shifted to the managership
of the Buffalo exchange in July, last year.
He has been with the company nine years.

Reject One Reel Out
of 5,000
Philadelphia — The
Pennsylvania
Censor Board rejected but one of the
5.000 reels of features, shorts and
educational reels it reviewed last
month, Mrs. A. Mitchell Palmer announced last week. Of the subjects
viewed. 4,000 reels were features, and
1.000 educational reels and shorts.

ASSOCIATES
GROUP

made
Helen

his family and relatives, can obtain protection with the cost defrayed out of dues.
Insurance up to $3,000 without medical aid
and up to $5,000 with medical aid will be
considered.
The organization has set November 20
for its annual dinner-dance, at the Hotel
Astor.

Broderick on
cast over the CBS

New York — William L. Peirce has been
appointed west coast publicity head for
Monogram Pictures by W. Ray Johnston,
president, following his resignation as assistant to Edward Finney, publicity and
advertising head of Grand National here.
Peirce, whose resignation will take effect
April 17, returns to Hollywood after an
absence of two years. Before joining Grand
National he was exploitation manager for
Republic under Finney.
Helen Harrison, who has been handling
fan magazine and out-of-town newspaper
publicity for Grand National, has been
named publicity manager and will take
over Peirce’s duties.

with Loew’s. He started 25 years ago at
the old Yorkville . . . Harry Sklarin, new
manager of Skouras’ Englewood, Englewood, N. J., was on the receiving end of
a testimonial dinner commemorating the
appointment. Meyer Phillips of the Plaza
was in charge of the affair . . . Assistant
Manager Howard Hildebrandt of the Crescent in Astoria, L. I., is the proud poppa
of a baby

Joan

Here:

Mary.

“The

art of writ-

ing is the art of applying the seat of one's
pants to the seat of a chair,” observes
Sinclair Lewis, writing in the Bookman
.

.

.

Rubey

Cowan,

formerly

loith NBC,

has gone to Hollywood to handle radio
contacts in the Paramount studio . . .
Robert K. Goodhue has been put in charge
of the literary, script and scenario department of the William Morris agency.

N. Y.

Object: trout fishing and photography (amateur style) ... It rains so
hard out on Long Island that patrons have
asked Manager Pearse Fleming of the Cove
to supply

them

with

towels

on the way

in

. . . A1 Wheeler, booker at the local M-G-M
exchange, is vacationing with his family
in Pittsburgh . . . Steve Aversa of the
Capitol, Jersey City, is bouncing a new
baby boy.
Apparently on the theory that in union
there is strength, one Harry Ames has established an office here for the distribution of a game he calls Bankeno . . . One
of the most attractive Easter displays seen
around here in many years was the one

of discussion

week

celebrates his first wedding anniversay. . . Milton Blackstone is a year

older.

Ass’n. James P. Clark, Clinton K. Weyer
and Oscar Neufeld returned Wednesday
from New York following a meeting of the
association.

orchids

Helen Burgess Dies
Hollywood — Helen Burgess, Paramount
player, died here early Thursday morning

Diary,”

girl, named

It Can’t Happen

meetings every three months are the present plans of the National Film Carriers

of 18. She

Mary Pickford, his fiancee,
England, the wedding bells

conceived by Jim Bruno and his staff at
the Gates in Brooklyn ... Max Fried,
booker at the local Warner exchange, this

Plan Regular Meetings

at the age

a new Sunday broadnetwork. In about a

Bob Wolff, RKO branch manager here,
spent the weekend with friends at Roscoe,

Peirce loins Monogram

of pneumonia

page)

Lawrence Beatus is winding up the celebrations attending his silver anniversary

EYE
INSURANCE

holding

preceding

good in the big city, is the star attraction along with Victor Moore and

month, when
returns
will ring. from

New York — A ten-year plan of group
insurance will be submitted to the membership of the Motion Picture Associates,
Inc., Joe Lee, president, said. With about
200 members now active in the organization Lee feels that each member, as well as

Philadelphia — The

from

for all: When “Wake Up and Live” opens
at the Roxy those old fenders, Winchell
and Bernie, have arranged to occupy seats
at the opposite ends of the same row . . .
Buddy Rogers, the Olathe, Kas., boy who

Buffalo — A test case to determine
the validity of an old ordinance,
which was recently invoked and then
rescinded by the police commissioner
as pertaining to the playing of audience gaynes at theatres, will be started here next week, it was said by
counsel for Affiliated Enterprises,
Inc,, distributors of Bank Night. The
police commissioner attempted to enforce the ordinance, but ordered it
revoked when the question of whether
it governed the giving away of prizes
by chance was injected.

general labor union strike in Wilmington which was called effective 6 a. m.

Saturday

YORK

ap-

peared in “The Plainsman,” “A Doctor’s
“King of Gamblers” and “A Night

Oscar

Doob

handed

out

mimeographed

to Manager Grace Miles and Assistant Gene Marbo of the Lexington for
a swell stunt — the erection of a large
street banner at the approach to the
Queensboro Bridge . . . C. C. Moskowitz
is soaking up sun in Hollywood, Fla. . . .
Hannah Jones, daughter of the Atlanta
Constitution film critic, Ralph Jones, was
in town

to see the shows

. . . Henry

Kos-

ter, Deanna Durbin’s director, spent the
week shooting typical Gotham interiors for
. . . Ben Serkowich’s
his next film
(Continued on page 30)

research
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PIHIIIIILA»1E1LP1HUIA
^^ITH the arrival of the balmy days the
filmites have all returned to their local stamping grounds — that is, all but that
gay blade, Dave Milgrim, who is still unaccounted for. That “Prince of Vine
Street,” Jim Clark, has been appointed a
member of the new Civil Service Commission. It is reported that Jim will resign
his other public office, as member of the
Delaware River Bridge Commission.
Union organizers are very active on the
street these days with reports of scores of
exchange employes having been signed up
— but the whole thing is sub rosa — with
union officials refusing to confirm any activty. . . Lillian Gimbel of GB has re...

The

Frances

Axler

lb-point program will take President
Ed Kuykendall across the country to
confer with nine leaders of affiliated
units.

Variety Club had a big night last

Allen Berm

and

Exhibitor

groups

will be tap-

ped to determine procedure to accomplish objectives. The first address
will be at a Tri-States Exhibitor Association meeting in Memphis, April

18, followed by Minneapolis, Chicago,
Seattle, Portland,
Angeles,

San

Francisco,

Los

Salt Lake City, Denver,
lahoma City and Dallas.

Ok-

is engaged.

Saturday, what with Benny-the-Bum’s
show, Jackie Green, et al., and the beauteous Rose Veronica Coyle, who was “Miss
America” at last year’s Atlantic City Beauty Pageant . . . The Club also had a preview of “Waikiki Wedding” at the clubhouse on Sunday night.

show

New York — The first nation-wide
drive by MPTOA
to obtain trade
practice concessions in behalf of the

turned from a fortnight’s stay in New York
A little birdie tells us that Grand

National’s

Tax Blow Aimed

Ed Kuykendall to Tour
Across Country

the missus

spent a bus-

man’s holiday Friday night attending the
at the Walnut St. Theatre . . . Tom

LEVINE MAY JOIN
METRO PRODUCTION
New

York — Nat

Levine,

who

recently

resigned as head of Republic production,
is considering a production berth with
M-G-M in which he will make “B” product, it is understood.
Levine was scheduled to sail April 10
for Europe, to remain eight or ten weeks.
He said he would not make a decision on
any plans until his return from abroad.

Lark, Horlacher’s cashier, has left the hospital. . . The boys are rallying around
“Whitey,” the traffic cop at 13th and Vine,
who is scheduled to be transferred due to
the erection of a
traffic light there.
“Whitey” has been on the corner
he’s part of the scenery . . . Why
“Commissioner” Clark?

so long
not see

Delite Sales (Little Gussie) gets three
letters a day from her new boy friend . . .
Warner has finally succumbed to the lure
of the games. It is reported that the 60th
St. Imperial and the Kent Theatre, Kensington, will start game nights around the
first of May.

zon"Horizon”
Transfer "Hori“Lost

Philadelphia — Columbia’s

will be transferred to the Erlanger Theatre from the Chestnut Street Opera House
on April 11, to make room for the opening

of the play, “Boy Meets Girl,” at the latter theatre. The picture has had a run of
six weeks at the Chestnut.
PHILLY

LINCOLN

Philadelphia — The

Washington — Congressman

Theatre,

operated by the Lombard Amusement
has closed for the season.

Co.,

Ross

A. Col-

lins, Mississippi Democrat, has introduced
a measure which would cost local theatre owners two per cent of their gross receipts or admission charges and which
in the same breath would make it impossible for operators to increase the price
of admissions to offset the tax increase.
The

bill has been referred to the committee on the District of Columbia, and
if passed becomes effective July 1.

20TH-FOX OFFICIALS
TO EUROPEAN MEET
New

York — Sidney

R. Kent,

president

of 20th Century-Fox; Joseph M. Schenck,
chairman of the board; Walter Hutchinson,
foreign manager; Truman H. Talley,
Movietone News general manager, and Ben
Miggins, European sales manager, will sail
for Europe within two weeks to attend the
European convention of the company in
Paris April 28 to May 1. Col. Jason Joy,
director of the public relations of the 20th
Century-Fox studios, who will represent
Darryl F. Zanuck, production chief, and
Leslie Whalen, foreign publicity manager,
sailed from New York this week to attend
to preliminaries.

Game

Offers Books

Philadelphia — A new

signed to circumvent

DARK

Lincoln

at Capital Citij

premium

game,

de-

any legal barriers,

opened at William Goldman’s 56th Street
Theatre, Thursday night. It is called Book
Night and was developed by Robert F. Bogatin, a local attorney.

South Philadelphia’s new house. The
Savoia, is being readied for an opening
May 1 . . . “Two Wise Girls,” Republic’s
newest picture, will open at the Locust at
the close of the showing of “The Good
Earth” . . . Lew Lehr, Movietorie’s own comedian, will be master of ceremonies at the
twentieth anniversary dinner being tenHotel

dered Fox’s Edgar
on April 19.

Moss

at the

Warwick

A survey of the greater Philadelphia territory shows that 11 houses are showing
double features full time, while 168 hoirses
have twin-bills on occasions . . . Philly
newspapermen are throwing their annual
Guild Gayeties at the Penn A. C. on May 5
. . . Ben Klebanoff has been named distributor for Bogatin’s new
Club” premiums.

UNIVERSAL
New

CLUB

York — The

annual show and
Herman Stern and
the entertainment
ick is president of

BOXOFFICE

“Book

ANNUAL

Universal

Theatre

FROLIC
Club

held its

dance Thursday night.
Joe Weil were active in
committee. Andy Sharthe club.
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In Picture and the Flesh! From left to right — The portrait of Adolph Zukor
presented him by the exhibitors of Greater New York at the recent testimonial dinner, Mr. Zukor and Nikol Schattenstein, the artist.
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MUSIC GROUP NAMES
NEW EXECUTIVE BODY

Cooperation of Schools
Can Be Made Profitable
By

GERTRUDE

PEARSON

dent will give
approved

New Haven, Conn. — Cooperation with
the school, which has greater possibilities
than most theatre men realize, can be an

by

the

same

a national

consideration

as

New
the

if

organization.

far, so good. The preview for certain teacher and student-leader groups has
been used by some managers to fairly
good advantage, though the outstanding
productions, which have the approval of
the National Council are those which the
schools are most ready to publicize and
secure patronage for. But the rub comes

as the coming “Captains Courageous,” the
recent “Romeo and Juliet” roadshow, the
still current “Maid of Salem,” and many
others.

in booking

The unusual success of the Shakespearean film in Connecticut especially demonstrates what can be done along these lines.
.
Through an intelligent discussion with
principals of the merits of the picture, the
manager was permitted to address numerous groups of teachers and students on all
aspects

the co-feature:
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ngShows
Special
on School Holidays

of the picture and to exhibit research stills. As a result, the school bulletins publicized the picture widely. Children not only bought a substantial numHere it would seem that much more
ber of blocks of tickets for their own use,
The
could be done with special shows on weekbut took additional tickets to sell at home,
sup
children ateri ends and other days when
and largely accounted for the excellent
nttend
enindlarge numbers. For in spite of the
ent
grosses.
wil
growth of film
study in the schools, and
l
the cry for moreinsisuitable
programs, there
“Maytime” Gets Glee Club Tieup
st
tha
t t
is hardly a theatre which
is cooperating
Admission in groups was also effected in
he
in this respect. In fact, during a recent
many first run spots for “Maid of Salem,”
school vacation of a week, not a single
by the managements’ distribution of study
New Haven house had either a feature or
guides in the schools, exhibits of stills,
co-feature suitable for children.
and offers of special price inducements the
There is no doubt but that parents and
early part of the week to groups of ten
teachers are becoming increasingly cogor more students. A school tieup on the
nizant of the force which better films can
current “Maytime” is being worked from
be, and which are those better films. If,
the glee club angle. Since features as suitas is undeniable, there are still not enough
able for such tieups and as noteworthy in
topnotchers, there is still room for much
quality of production are not common,
better booking and special planning with
however, it would certainly be useful to
an eye to valuable school cooperation.
exhibitors to know when school cooperation
can

be expected.

Previews

for Student-Teacher

Groups

In Bridgeport, where a program of picture appreciation, undertaken a few years
ago

under one of the foundations, is considered a part of the regular English
course, Worcester Warren, superintendent,
and other educators have drawn up an
“informal understanding of conditions for
cooperation between public schools and
picture house managers for the promotion
of high type pictures.” Although not formulated. views of other school heads, probably fit in with
1.

The

these. The
derstanding" reads:

management

Bridgeport

will

lake

the

tive of asking the superintendent
proval of the picture.
2.

The

it has
the

National

it does
the

seems

composed
school

picture.

With

28

of an

the City Council
advisable,

worthy

their approval

If

committee

elementary

of PTA,

if
as

to the manager,

teacher,

to attend

obvious preference for American films that
are second-rate and unlikely to appeal to

Teachers.
a
and

and

teacher,
a

parent

any

others

a preview

of the

the

York

initia-

approved

of English

to the New

reveals the fact that the small German-speaking countries outside the Reich
are becoming a more important outlet for
good American films than the 65,000,000
Germans within Germany’s borders.
American distributors here have discovered that the censor shows a conscious and

for his ap-

be

York — A dispatch

Times

“un-

organizations

will request

English

it seems

will

of such

Council

not and

high

from

feature

superintendent

possibly
a

main

the approval

U. S. Film Outlets
Shifting Abroad
New

superinten-

the public, declares the
ed that when a group
is sent up to the censor
from the standpoint of

Times. It is assertof American films
the worst of the lot
their appeal to the

public will be released and
rejected.
The Times reports an
from

the Fox

Film

Corp.

the remainder
announcement
that

board

of directors

of

reorganize its executive personnel by setting up an administrative committee, with
E. C. Mills as chairman. Mills for a numAscap.
ber of years has been general manager of

So

effective tool in selling pictures with literary, historic, or scientific backgrounds, such

York — The

American Society of Composers, Authors and Publishers on Tuesday voted to

it is syn-

chronizing “Girls’ Dormitory”
man at the studios in Rome

into Gerand other

American concerns are expected
wise with their product.

to do like-

In addition

to Mills, the new

consists of John

committee

G. Paine, formerly

chair-

man of the board of the Music Publishers’
Protective Ass’n, who has resigned to succeed Mills as general manager of Ascap,
Gene Buck, Ascap
er, Irving Caeser
Harry

president; Walter Fischand Louis Bernstein.

Fox, manager of electrical transcriptions for MPPA for the past five years,

assumes Paine’s
chairman.

former

post

as

board

FRED ROHRS IS NEW
UA WASH. MANAGER
Washington — Fred

Rohrs

succeeds

Chas.

Kranz as manager of the local United Artists exchange, coming here directly from
the same capacity in
the Atlanta branch.
Rohrs is well known
in the southern territory, previously being
Charlotte
in charge exchange.
of UA’s
Rohrs first became
associated with United Artists as a salesman in Kansas City.
Succeeding Rohrs
at the Atlanta post is
Fred

Rohrs

Paramount
of San

branch

David Prince, former
manager. Cecil House

Antonio heads the Atlanta
mount office, succeeding Prince.

Para-

UNIVERSAL EXTENDS
SALES DRIVE A MONTH
New York — On the basis of a thorough
reorganization of its studios during the
first year of activity under the new regime
ending

April 5, Universal Pictures will extend the previously announced Grainger
Month, which is being celebrated during
another
include
April, tobration
during May.
J. Cheever

Cowdin,

month

chairman

of celeof

the

board, returned to the home
office
Wednesday after a flying trip to the
studios to witness filming of five new
productions.

Emil Pathe Dead
Paris — Emil Pathe, pioneer motion picture producer, died Monday at Pau. With
his brother, Charles, he originated the
firm

of Pathe Freres, famous in the history of the film industry. The company

opened a Jersey City studio in 1908. In
later years the firm became, in the United
States, Pathe Exchange and Pathe Film
Corp. At the time of his death Pathe was
president of the Pathe-Marconi Co. of
Paris, which manufactures radio instruments.

BOXOFnCE
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DOW-JONES REPORTS
BIG LOEW PROFIT
New York — Earnings of Loew’s, Inc., in
its 16-week period ended about March 13,
were the largest for any 16 weeks in the
history of the company with the exception
of one period in 1930, the Dow-Jones financial service said this week. While figures are not yet complete it is estimated
that net profit will equal about $3 a share
on the 1,512,985 shares of common outstanding, according to Dow-Jones.
“Adding this to the net income of $2.14
a share earned in the 12 weeks ended November 19, last, indicates a net income of
over $5 a share for Loew’s first half,” the
service estimated. “This would compare
with a net of $5,033,038 or $3.05 a share
earned on 1,497,595 shares in the similar
1936 period.
Loss
New

York

FOR Universal

— Operations

of

Universal

Pictures Co., Inc., and subsidiary companies during the first quarter of its fiscal
year, ended Jan. 30, 1937, including the
earnings of foreign subsidiaries for the 13
weeks ended Nov. 28 or Dec. 26, 1936, resulted in a net loss after all charges and
federal and foreign income taxes of
$403,966.
Eastman
New

Kodak

York — Eastman

Gains

Kodak

Co. report-

ed for 1936 a consolidated net profit of
$18,906,371, equal, after preferred dividends, to $8.23 a share on the common
stock, compared with $15,913,251, or $6.90
a share, earned in 1935.

COPYRIGHT BILL
POSED BY SENATOR
Washington — Senator

Morris

Sheppard,

Texas Democrat, has introduced a new
copyright measure in the upper house
which would make it necessary for authors,
composers and publishers to identify the
use they make of material in the public
domain and leave the question of damages
to the direction of the court.
Senator Sheppard told Boxoffice that
“my bill contains a provision to pay to the
copyright proprietor, in the case of infringement by radio broadcasting, such
damages as the court shall prove to be
just.” Where two or more stations are
involved simultaneously, responsibility and
liability will rest solely with the station
originating the broadcast.
Under terms of the new bill it will be
necessary that “the application for registration, and the printed notices of copyright on the work shall specify under
which version or versions of works copyright is claimed.”
Numerous requests by independent motion picture and radio operators in his
state are responsible for the introduction
of the measure, according to Senator Sheppard.
EDUCATIONAL
New

York

PROFIT

— Educational

Pictures

and

subsidiaries report a net income for 28
weeks ended December 26, last, of $97,592.00.
BOXOFFICE
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"No Adequate Precedents"
in Considering Industry
New

Hays Heads MPPDA
for 16th Year
New York — Will H. Hays this
week began his I6th consecutive year
as president of the Motion Picture
Producers and Distributors of America, Inc., his reelection having taken
place at the association’s annual
meeting here last Friday.
Three neiv directors were added to
the board. These include E. B. Hatrick, vice-president. Cosmopolitan
Corp., which

was

admitted

to mem-

bership in the MPPDA; Barney Balaban, president of Paramount, replacing Adolph Zukor, chairman of
the board, who is devoting his time
to studio activities on the coast, and
Leo Spitz, chairman of the board of
RKO
Radio, who succeeds M. H.
Aylesworth who receritly resigned as
RKO
ard.

chairman

to join Scripps-How-

Await Clarification
Philly Dual Case
New

York — Clarification

of the

mem-

orandum of the U. S. circuit court of appeals in the Perelman action in Philadelphia involving the right of exhibitors
to double feature is awaited here by attorneys for film companies.
While the court’s memorandum of March
5 rescinding its order denying defendant
distribution companies a rehearing declared that “the case is held for further
consideration upon a reargument,” Louis
Phillips, attorney for Paramount, told
Boxoffice

this week

that

under

the nor-

mal procedure the court would hand down
its decision without further reargument.
However, indications are strong that there
will be a second reargument.
Can

Should

Ask

High

Court

York — There

pre-

“Pictures are at once an art, a science
and a business,” Hays said in his annual
report made public this week. “The producer creates, not manufactures, entertainment. The exhibitor does exactly what his
function implies — he exhibits a picture, not
sells a commodity. And it is from this system indigenous to this great new form of
entertainment that the finest picture produced by the industry finds its way to the
humblest theatre in the land, that a film
which a first run metropolitan theatre may
pay thousands of dollars to exhibit is made
available to the smallest theatre for as
little as five dollars per exhibition and by
which entertainment, often road-showed
for admission prices as high as two dollars, is finally made available for as little
as 15 cents.
“It is through this system that a successful motion picture may be given practically universal distribution, that producers are able to make investments of as
much as $1,000,000 and sometimes $2,000,000 for a single production, that large theatres can operate profitably and that the
thousands of small theatres everywhere
make money by a service of entertainment
that appeals to larger and larger audi-

Florida Honeymoon

ences.”

Richmond,

Va. —

On

the

sands

of the

Hollywood Beach Hotel, Hollywood, Fla.,
are Max Matz, Bluefield, W. Va., theatre
and hotel proprietor, and his bride, the
former Miss Norman Marcus of Boston
and Miami. They are spending the first
part of their honeymoon at Hollywood.
From there they will go to Havana and
derby. to Louisville to take in the Kentucky
then

STEN

Review

the defendants be denied a rehearing, the double billing situation as
now in vogue would not be altered since
there are practically no restraints on the
practice, according to distributor spokesmen. However, in that event the distributors would have a further course of action in seeking a review of the case by
the U. S. supreme court.
Should a rehearing be granted and the
distributors eventually upheld in their
contractual restriction of double features,
they would be able to impose such restraint throughout the country. In view
of this eventuality, the Perelman case is
considered a pivotal one as far as those
companies are concerned which oppose
double billing.

are no adequate

cedents in considering the trade practices
inherent in the production, distribution and
exhibition of motion pictures, believes Will
H. Hays, president of the Motion Picture
Producers and Distributors of America.

SIGNS

Hollywood — Anna

GN

PACT

Sten, Russian

actress

formerly under contract to Samuel Goldwyn, has been signed by Grand National
to star in “Gorgeous,” to be produced and
directed by Dr. Eugen Frenke, her husband. Grand National recently bought
“Two Who Dared,” an English-made film
which also had Dr. Frenke as producer
and director.
MARTINI
New

TO STUDIO

York — Nino

Martini

MAY

20

will report

at

the RKO

studio in Hollywood May 20, following a 20-city concert tour which he
began this week. His forthcoming picture
work will be under Jesse Lasky, who
brought him to U. S. from Italy in 1929.
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HENDERSON

PLAN 600 SEATER
FOR NEW ROCHELLE

HEADS

N. Y. PRESS AGENTS
York— Ray

New

Henderson

has

been

gAM

GALANTY, Charles Schulman, Fulton Brylawski and Harry Brown were
sportsmen present at last Monday

president of the New York Theatrical Press Agents, a recently-organized
m,
group. Other officers are Elise Chishol
vice-president: Phyllis Perlman, secretary:
Oliver M. Taylor, treasurer, and Richard

the

John Peter Toohey, Bernard Simon, Charles Washburn and William
Fields on the board of governors. The next
meeting will be at the Algonquin here April
15 at which time the constitution, bylaws

excursion this summer . . . WHN's Herb
Petty, always a welcome visitor to his army
of friends here, dropped in from Gotham

elected

Maney,

and a basic minimum
cussed.

contract

will be dis-

Would Revive Legit
New York — Formed for the purpose of
bringing back life to the legitimate stage
in general and to the road in particular,
the American Theatre Council, which has
Actthe backing of the Dramatists Guild,
ors Equity Assn, and the League of New
at
York Theatres, will hold its convention
27
to
24
May
from
here
Hotel
Astor
the
inclusive.

Philadelphia — A private showing of Columbia’s picture, “I Promise to Pay,” wUl
in
be held in the Mayor’s reception room
City Hall, Monday, April 12. The picture
is an expose of the loan shark racket and
the showing is being sponsored by the Better Business Bureau. The showing was arpress

New York — Pathe Film and subsidiaries,
for the year ended December 31, last, this
week reported a profit of $183,953 after
taxes and charges, or 22 cents on 585,095
shares of common stock. This compares
with $213,360, or 33 cents a share, in the
period Aug. 15, 1935, to Dec. 28, 1935.

Higher 1936 Income
— Famous Players Canadian
Corp., Ltd., and subsidiaries for 53 weeks
ended January 2 reported a net income of
$576,239, compared with a net of $335,266
for the year ended on Dec. 28, 1935. The
1936 income is equal to $1.45 a share on
397,524 capital shares, as against 84 cents
a share for 1935.

Fire

HOFFMAN
New

SUBS

FOR

visited.

Mrs.

Louise Noorian Miller reports installation of new sound equipment at the
Rialto . . . Angie Ratto reports the same
thing at the Palace . . . Neatest stunt of
the week was sired hy Hardie Meakin who
is searching for the town’s speediest hotel
waiter, as one of his exploitive outlets on
“History
The

Is Made

Loew

at Night.”

Theatres

and

the

Washing-

ton Times are bringing in Eddie Carrier’s
crew of M-G-M cameramen who will give
locals free screen and voice tests and the
two most promising personalities here will
win a round trip to Hollywood . . . Andy

Phil

Lampkin

is currently

year as “Guest”
orchestra.
‘‘Good

Earth”

conductor

opened

into
and

in his sixth

of the Capitol

to a most

Warner

Club

on May 7. It will be an all-day conviviality and the ladies are invited so if

it’s tickets
Pratt.

you

want

call Warner’s

A1

Rudy Berger and Fred Rippengale, boss
and office majiager respectively of the
Metro exchange, are elated no end that

Johnny
reception

is to be

held

in

Payette’s boys tossed a cocktail
for songman Bert Granoff . . .

A1 Waldron and bride came in from Florida, but we hear that A1 will return to the
warm climes again.
The happiest people now in town must
be Ray and Virginia Bell who will sail for
Italy on the 22nd, this being the first
prize won by the Loew publicist for his

ac-

inspect the Capital . . . The Arthur DeTittas have ended their Florida basking
. . . Sidney Lust, according to all reports,
came very, very close to spearing one of
the most coveted fish it is possible to hook.

circuit has taken

over the

"Vanity and Sunset, both on Fifth Ave.,
Brooklyn, and incorporated them under the
name of Vanset Theatres, Inc. Both houses
were formerly run by the Barr Brothers.
Foreign

Bills

at Belmont

The

Belmont, on West 48th St., has reopened with a foreign film policy. A twinbill program of reissues will obtain until
some expected new product arrives.
The Glory on Cannon St. has been taken
over by the Cornwall Theatre Corp., the
company controlled by Ed Peskay.

WB Lexington Buy
Richmond — The Warner chain has purchased the Lyric Theatre building at Lexington, Va., from the John Sheridan estate for $40,000, according to Charles Glasgow, Lexington, counsel for the firm. A
10-year lease on the building held by Dan
Weinberg involving a rental of $22,500 also
was purchased by Warner, the attorney
said.

NEW
(Continued

YORK
from

page

26)

department has discovered the fact that
male stars are born, not made (in films).
Robert Montgomery is casting eyes toward a New York stage engagement . . .
Nat Pendleton gets off Wednesday on the
Queen Mary for the GB studios in London . . . Dave Rubinoff quits his air program next Sunday and will immediately
ejitrain for the 20th Century-Fox lot .. .
Via auto as far as Miami, Doris Nolan
and sister Gladys are headed for Havana
. . . Eddie Garr steps into his first film
soon for Universal . . . Billy and Bobby
Mauch, with their ?nother, are expected
in town momentarily for a vacation . . .
Gypsy Rose Lee leaves New York next
week to begin work on the coast for 20th
Century-Fox.

PETTIJOHN
New York —
eral counsel for
Wednesday for
is scheduled to

TO

INDIANA

MEET

Charles C. Pettijohn, genthe MPPDA, will leave here
Ft. Wayne, Ind., where he
be the principal speaker the

next day at the Indiana Indorsers of Photoplays’ convention at the Hotel Anthony.
zone

HIRLIMAN,

SNELL

CONFER

New York — George Hirliman, president
of Condor Pictures, arrived from the west
coast on Wednesday to confer with Frank

Bernhard, head of theatre operations, who is expected to return from
Europe about May 1.

Snell, in charge of the company’s eastern
activities, regarding production schedules
for the remainder of the season.
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Interboro

operating deal has alwith Sam Strausberg.
is estimated at $60,000.
are the architects.

refresh-

manager in the New Haven, Conn., territory, is looking after theatre activities at
the home office here in the absence of
Joseph

The

ing figure, reports Metro’s Norman Pyle
. . . Sam Galanty and Harry Brown as co-

BERNHARD

York — I. J. Hoffman,

the builder, said an
ready been closed
Cost of the project
Scacchetti & Siegel

campaign on “Garden of Allah” . . . The
Lou Broivns drove in from Baltimore to

Northumberland, Pa. — The Savoy Theatre here was damaged by smoke and water
when a fire swept the Savoy Bldg. The
blaze was started by a cigarette in one of
the theatre,

Bernstein

their firm’s convention
Hollywood next month.

Toronto

the apartments adjoining
cording to firemen.

Harry

chairmen of "Variety Club’s sports committee announce that this year’s golf tourney
is to be staged at Congressional Country

Pathe Reports Profit

Northumberland

. . . Loew’s

Kelly and Arthur Godfrey bumped
each other in New York last weekend
did the town together.

Hold Private Showing

ranged by Bob Sigmund, Columbia’s
representative in this area.

night's bouts at Turner's citadel of sock
. . . Genial Ed Kuykendall spent a few
energetic days here and he tells all that
he looks ahead with avidity to his London

New York — Plans were filed this week
for a 600-seat theatre to be erected at 603
Main St., New Rochelle, Sam Minskoff,

NEW

VIRGINIA

HOUSE

Richmond — Work has been begun on a
new and modern fireproof theatre for
Chase City, Va. Riley E. Green, proprietor
of the Nucozy, is the builder.
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TRACK BARS FIRE RESENTMENT
Hollywood Turf Club Blasts
California State Racing
Board and Others
What Hollywood believes may become a
rift within the film industry of more serious and damaging proportions than any
differences among motion picture producers over production, talent or distribution
practices loomed larger on the cinema
city’s horizon this week when the Hollywood Turf Club unleashed another blast
against the California State Racing Board
and the owners of Santa Anita and the Los
Angeles Turf Club.
Monopoly Inferred
The Hollywood club’s latest broadside
took the form of a statement issued by
Jack L. Warner, chairman of the board,
which inferred that Santa Anita officials
were

responsible for “an obviously organized campaign to defeat the very purpose
of the California Racing Act and thus insure a continued monopoly now held by
Santa Anita.”
Off to a late start in organizing and laying plans for the construction of a second
track in southern California, Warner and
his associates have experienced difficulty
from the first — not only in securing sanction from local suburbs, several of which
refused to house a racetrack, but also from
the California State Racing Board over
the matter of racing dates, although the
racing board has allotted 100 days to this
area for an open racing season.
Santa Anita Silent

Old-timers in Hollywood are unable to
recall any situation within the industry
itself which has borne the earmarks of
becoming as serious a controversy. Warner
some weeks ago opened fire on the Los
Angeles Turf Club by hurling charges of
monopoly, which assertions he followed up
this week with an amplified statement.
Santa Anita track representatives meanwhile have been maintaining an official
silence on the matter, although a spokesman for the track unofficially told Boxoffice this week that the Los Angeles Turf
Club would issue no counter-statement, but
preferred to let the community and racing
board settle the question. This representative pointed out that there has been more
than the usual opposition to the construction of the second track, not only by suburbs surrounding Los Angeles, but also
by Parent-Teacher Associations, churches,
and other organizations. The Santa Anita
official also commented on the history of
the founding of the Los Angeles Club, at
which time, he declared, stock in the corporation was offered to everyone in Hollywood whose financial standing warranted
his interest in such an enterprise — and that
many persons who are now charging Santa
Anita with being a monopoly because they
are unable to obtain legal sanction to get
in on what has proven to be a very lucrative business, are the same individuals who
declined to gamble when the Santa Anita
track was launched.
Securities Have Been Sold

“The
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unfortunate
'Continued

part of the situation
on page 35)

Film News Winning
Press Space

Grants Demurrer

Increased theatre patronage and
general interest in motion pictures
is reflected in the additional space
being devoted to film news in the

in Agency Suit

nation’s newspapers, according to a
survey just completed by Barrett C.
Kiesling, Metro publicist, who recently returned from a tour of the
principal cities from coast to coast.
His report shows that more than
150 motion picture and dramatic editors from all parts of the United
States will visit the Hollywood studios
during the coming year, an increase
of more than 100 over the influx of
1936. Kiesling credits the increase
to the greater amount of time allotted
Hollywood on major wire services and
the space devoted to the film city by
syndicate writers, all of lohich has
had influence with independent publishers.

On

longest location

trek to be taken

Judge Robert W. Kenny placed a different interpretation on the suit filed in his
court by Hoffman-Schlager, Inc., against
Leonard Fields, supervisor and director at
Republic, when he sustained a demurrer
filed by Gordon "W. Levoy and A. Edward
Nichols, attorneys for Fields.
The agency seeks $5,680 in actual and
potential commissions from the defendant,
suing for commissions on $56,800, the sum
which it claims Fields would earn during
the time

his contract should be valid, although Fields served notice of dismissal
on the plaintiffs last November when his
pact still had more than three years to
run.

in

years — if not the longest in the history of
motion pictures — got underway last week
when 18 r. en and women, including hairdressers, makeup artists, cameramen and
helpers under the leadership of Stuart
Heisler, associate director to John Ford,
and Percy Ikerd, unit manager, left for
Pago-Pago, Samoa, for the filming of
Samuel Goldwyn’s “The Hurricane.”
Their departure may spell the revival of
lengthy and highly expensive location trips
which, during the years before the depression were regarded as almost essential to
the making of a really colossal motion picture. The farther a location unit went,
the reasoning ran in those
ter the picture would be.
The

practice

was

days, the bet-

minimized

during

the

lean years, however, when economy measures forced screen executives to watch their
production budget figures with a canny
eye. It is not unlikely that, with the at
least partial return of prosperity, the film
studios will again turn to long location
trips for the purpose of picking up expensive background shots and capturing
authentic atmosphere, with the Goldwyn
jaunt

to the South Seas giving every
dication of being the forerunner.

in-

Labor Board Arbitration
demurrer declared that the contract

The

specifically provides that before legal action can be filed or tried, the matter in
dispute must be submitted to the State
Labor Board for arbitration. Judge Kenny studied the contract and surveyed state
laws

on the matter,
tained the demurrer.

Marjorie

RETAINS
Margulif

MARJORIE

MARGULIF

has been

given a spot

in Republic’s scenario department. She
was formerly secretary to Nat Levine,

after which

he

sus-

Harry Sokolov, attorney for HoffmanSchlager, who was given 15 days in which
to file an amended complaint, told Boxoffice

this week that he did not contemplate doing so, but would turn the
over to the Labor Board for arbi-

matter
tration.

"TOP OF TOWN"
BIG PREMIERE

GETS
CROWD

Hollywood bedecked itself in top hats
and evening capes Wednesday evening to
partake of the glamour and spectacle
which surrounded the west coast premiere
of Universal’s musical production, “Top of
the Town,” at the Hollywood Pantages
Theatre.
The

house,

which

reserved

its seats for

the event, reported a sell-out earlier in the
week, indicating a record-smashing attendance for the premiere showing of the Doris
Nolan-George Murphy starrer. The opening marked the first use of the new Erpi
Mirrophonic sound system, which Erpi officials cut in for the premiere.
The film went into its regular day and
date runs the following day, with the John
Wayne
Ahead,”

REPUBLIC

legal rulings up-

holding the right of agents to collect commissions for the period of the contract
from clients who severed their connections before their pacts expired, Superior

"Hurricane" Unit
Takes Record Trek
The

the heels of recent

picture, “California Straight
as its running mate on a dual

program.
COLUMBIA

PEN

PACT

TO

WOMSER

Columbia has signed Richard
novelist, to a short term writing

BOXOFTTCE

Womser,
contract.
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ASC

Re-elects Entire
Office Slate

Complete slate of officers, with one
exception on the hoard of directors,
was re-elected this week by the American Society of Cinematographers
at its annual balloting. John Arnold
continues as president, beginning his
seventh consecutive year; and others
remaining in office include Victor
Milner, first vice-president, Charles
Lang, second vice-president, James
Van Trees, third vice-president, Fred
Jackman, treasurer and Frank Good,
secretary.
Teddy Tetzlaff replaces Don Clark
on the board of directors.

Grand National Forging
Ahead in New Location
Any lingering doubts as to Grand National’s place in Hollywood's future progress and plans were definitely put to rout
this week when Edward L. Alperson, GN
president, gave the “go” signal to the first
production to start in the company’s new
home, “Small Town Boy,” marking GN’s
official occupation of the old Educational
lot on a ten-year lease.
Alperson

BALLYHOO LIGHTS UP
HUNT FOR A TARZAN
The time-honored stunt of injecting an
element of suspense into the casting problems of nearly every picture that goes before the Selznick International cameras —
used so thoroughly by that company’s publicist, Russell J. Birdwell — is apparently
contagious. Principal Pictures’ publicity
director, Paul Snell, picked up the germ
last week by announcing that Sol Lesser
has been combing the nation from east to
west for a likely Tarzan, so far without
success.
Snell is obviously basing his campaign
along Birdwell lines. Aside from almost
hourly reports from Ed Thorgersen, newsreel sports commentator, who is conducting a talent hunt throughout the east and
midwest. Principal also has Edward Gross,
an associate producer, on the watch in the
western field. Both are empty-handed so
far.
Lesser had originally imported Lou Gehrig, one of baseball’s great, for the apeman chore, but because of the fact that
the initial Tarzan on Lesser’s shooting
schedule is due to begin work before Gehrig
has completed his current baseball season
with the New York Yankees, the producer
has been forced to look around for another
tree-swinger.

CHARLES BROWN OUT
OF REPUBLIC POST
Charles Brown’s name was stricken from
the Republic payroll last week when the
producer, who had been co-supervisor with
Herman Schlom on the production of
“Michael O’Halloran,’’ handed in his resignation to M. J. Siegel, who is acting as
studio chief pending the visit of Herbert
Yates, Consolidated Film head and Republic executive, who is expected to leave
for Hollywood shortly.
Brown previously produced “Circus Girl,”
released a short time ago.
FERGUSON JOINS LIGHTON UNIT
Metro has signed Harvey Ferguson to a
writing contract. He goes to work for the
Louis Lighton production unit.
BOXOFFICE
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Covered with what passes for snow on
movie sets, Claudette Colbert pauses
in the midst of a scene in her forthcoming starrer for Paramount, "I Met
Him in Paris,” to be presented with the
Boxoffice

Blue

Ribbon

Award

for her

performance in ‘‘Maid of Salem,” chosen by the National Screen Council as
the best picture released during February.

Correction Averts
SP Salary Issue
The newly-adopted Screen Playwrights,
Inc., code, approved some weeks ago by
film producers to succeed the present pact
held by the writers’ branch of the Academy
on dealings between scribes and film executives, met and conquered its first case
last week without lifting a finger.
When Jerome Chodorov, week-by-week
scripter at Universal, lodged a complaint
with the Playwrights alleging that he had
been dismissed from the studio payroll with
only a one-day notice, in violation of Section 9 of the SP agreement with producers
that he was entitled to not less than a
week’s salary, the film capital cocked an
eagle eye on the proceedings to observe
whether the SP would live up to the expectations of Hollywood as go-between for
screen writers in such disputes.
The Playwrights, however, did not have
a chance to act on the matter, as Chodorov
discovered later that his one-day payoff
was due to a clerical error. He was subsequently paid in full, in accordance with
the agreement, and the SP’s first case was
chalked up on the books as successful.

Approves

Expansion

Temporary expansion plans for the immediate production needs of GN producers
have been approved by Alperson, and H. H.
Barter, of Hollywood, has been commissioned as architect to draw plans for present and future rebuilding. For the time
being, administrative offices will be housed
in a reconstructed and refurnished twostory building, accommodating Alperson,
Sidney Biddell, Philip N. Krasne, and producers Victor Schertzinger, Zion Myers and
Richard Rowland and their staffs. The
first floor has been converted into nine
suites for writers.
Additional

Construction

Other construction plans includes the
immediate building of five bungalows, to
be used by the George A. Hirliman unit,
the Harry Sherman unit occupying rental
space on the GN lot, two for writers and
one for the general staff; two stages will
be sound-proofed and reconditioned: the
two-story scene dock building behind administration headquarters will be converted
into two more sound stages ; three new projection rooms will be constructed: and new
dressing rooms, enlarged mill and machine
shops, additional film vaults, a publicity
building and a photographic gallery will
all grace the lot.
Ten

Features

for April, May

Construction will be under the supervision of Harold Lewis, studio manager, and
A. E. Kaye, technical supervisor. Alperson
this week announced further appointments
to the permanent studio production and
technical staff,
including
Sam purchasing
R. "Wallis,
comptroller;
Robert
D. Ludlow,
agent; Martin Boe, construction foreman;
Buford Smith, paint foreman; Ray Wolf,
electrical foreman: Gaston Glass, unit
manager: Joseph Shea, publicity manager;
Edward R. Ager, projectionist; Tex Racoosin, timekeeper: Ted Hazzard, supply department; Edward R. Comport, first grip;
Joe Brown, men’s wardrobe, and Edward
Tiffnay camera department.
Next picture to go before the cameras
on the new lot, following “Small Town
Boy,” was the Condor picture, “Marked
Money.” Ten features will be filmed during April and May.

20th-Fox Borrows Harlow
Twentieth Century-Fox has borrowed
Jean Harlow from Metro for the lead in
“Chicago Fire,” opposite Don Ameche.
33
Henry King will direct.

Cowdin Ends Hurried
Conference With Rogers
The fireworks which it was generally
predicted would occur following the visit
to Hollywood of J. Cheever Cowdin, chairman of the New Universal’s board of directors, for conferences with Charles R. Rogers, vice-president in charge of production
at Universal City, have apparently failed
to develop, and all is quiet on that studio’s
front, as evidenced by the formal announcement denoting satisfactory achievement of the current year’s scheduled plans,
released by Rogers this week.
“Objective

Attained’’

Declaring that the company had “attained the objective sought by executives
since the new regime took charge a year
ago,” Rogers explained that the lopping
off of more than 150 employes from the
studio payroll, following a check-up by
Cowdin and Samuel Machnovitch, Universal treasurer, brought the company back to
its normal operating schedule.
Rogers’ report declared that Universal
is now months ahead of the production
schedule, six months ahead on scripts already written and five months ahead on
releases.
“Naturally,” the announcement . read,
“having caught up with our program, it

will no longer be necessary to work at the
high pressure of the last few months.
Therefore, for a time we will make four
pictures a month
Richard

instead of seven.”

Millar

as Representative

Cowdin left for the east early this week
after appointing Richard Millar as his personal studio representative, who will work
with J. P. Normanly, general studio manager, "Val Paul, studio manager, and Elmer
Tambert, in charge of estimates in the
production office, inferring that a closer
check on expense budgets would be kept
by the home office.
The company

currently has two pictures

Hays Cites Complexity
of Trade Structure
New

York — Indicating

the

com-

plex structure of the industry in its
interrelated branches. Will H. Hays,
president of the MPPDA, in his annual report made public this week,
declares that more than 200 different professions, vocations and avocations contribute to the production
of an average motion picture before
it can be released for exhibition.
Hays also pointed out that 27,000
miles of film are handled every day
in the exchanges in this country by
distributors who in a single year execute 12,000,000 contractual obligations with exhibitors, who in turn
provide 12,000,000 persons every day
with a service of essential entertainment in 16,000 theatres throughout
the nation.

before the cameras — “The Road Back” and
“Love in a Bungalow” — with three more
scheduled to start within the near future.

SPECULATE OVER
FAIRBANKS

Ready to go are “Armored Car,” “I Cover
the War,” and “100 Men and a Girl,” the
Deanna Durbin starrer. Six pictures — five
features and serial — are in the cutting
rooms and will be ready for release shortly.

One of the most popular topics for Hollywood’s chronic guessers last week was the
reason behind the sudden withdrawal of

They include “As Good as Married,” “Oh,
Doctor,” “Wings Over Honolulu,” “The
Wildcatter,” “The Cop,” and the Johnny
Mack Brown cliffhanger, “Wild West

Days.”

EXIT

Douglas Fairbanks sr. from the co-producership of “The Adventures of Marco
Polo,” on which the erstwhile star had
formed a partnership with Samuel Goldwyn.
While Goldwyn and those close to Fairbanks in no way intimated that any disagreement had caused a rift in their relationship, Fairbanks announced that he had
sold his interests in the picture to the United Artists producer. His statement read:
“Because of my desire to withdraw from
the co-producership of ‘The Adventures of
Marco Polo,’ in order to devote my time to
individual productions of my own, Mr.
Samuel

Goldwyn, my close friend and associate, has today purchased all of my rights

to this forthcoming

production.”

HUBBARD TO PRODUCE
"EBBTIDE" IN COLOR
Lucien
HubbardLouis
will Stevenson
produce “Ebbtide,”
from
the Robert
story, for
Paramount, with Henry Hathaway directing. The film will be shot in Technicolor.
Production is set to begin in May with
Bertram Milhauser now polishing up the
screenplay.
Ray Milland
the cast.

and Frances Farmer

head

Roland Drew Cast
After one fling at Hollywood
The most photographed girls in the world, America’s prize mannequins, recruited by Walter Wanger to appear in "Vogues of 1938,” go to school on
the lot to learn drama and diction. Harold Clurman, Hew York Theatre
Group director, is the teacher. The girls are: First row — Katharine
Aldridge, Ida Vollmar, Betty Wyman, Frances Joyce. Second row — Phyllis
Gilman, Betty Douglas, Ruth Martin, Olive Cawley, Noreen Carr. Third
row — Libby Harben, Dorothy

34

Day, Mary

Oakes and Martha

Heverin.

in the silent

days, Roland Drew, stage actor, will return to the screen in B. P. Schulberg’s
“The Ascending Dragon,” retitled “The
Great Gambini.” Schulberg brought him to
the film capital originally on a Paramount
contract.
“The Great Gambini” began work last
week with Charles 'Vidor directing, and
Akim Tamiroff, John Trent and Genevieve
Tobin in leading roles.
BOXOFFICE
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METRO CONTRIBUTING
SHORT TOWARD DRIVE
Metro’s contribution to the Will Rogers
Memorial Week Drive, which begins April
30 for the purpose of raising funds for the
Will Rogers Sanatorium at Saranac Lake,
will be the production of a short subject
under the supervision of Frank Whitbeck.
The short, 1,000 feet in length, will be
produced in three units, and will be designed as a plea for funds for the sanatorium. Gary Cooper and Harry Carey
will contribute their services under the direction of Henry Hathaway for one sequence; Allan Jones will turn in a song,
“Old Faithful,” as another unit; and shots
depicting the acceptance by the governor

Efforts to Sip Talent
Exclusive Made Bij NBC
Latest activity to hit the airlanes — particularly along the National Broadcasting
System’s front — was the disclosure this
week that NBC’s artist bureau has thrown
its hat into the ring as the first such
bureau to attempt to get broadcast talent
under exclusive contract to that network.
The signing by Dema Harshberger, head
of the NBC bureau, of five personalities

of Oklahoma of scenes from Rogers’ pictures at 20th Century-Pox will be photographed by Harry Loud and edited into the
reel.

has led Hollywood’s air-minded to the conclusion that this chain, cognizant of the
shortage of new ether names, has determined to get a corner on as many as can
be drawn into the fold. Secondary motive
behind the talent drive is thought to be

Lowell Thomas will make a plea to raise
funds in an additional sequence.

RKO RENEWS PACT
WITH LOU LUSTY
Lou Lusty, executive assistant to S. J.
Briskin at RKO Radio, pulled a fast one
on Hollywood dopesters who had been
spreading reports that he was checking
off the lot because of alleged salary dis-'
agreements when the studio announced
this week that his contract had been renewed.
He has left for a two-week vacation in
New York before beginning work under the
new pact.

Racing Tiff
(Continued

from page 32)

is,” this official declared, “that it can readily lead to the elimination of racing in the
state if too much mud slinging and controversial tactics are resorted to.”
Warner declared that his club had
“changed its position beyond recall,” when,
on the strength of a resolution supporting
a second track issued by the racing board
prior to its refusal to grant the Hollywood
Turf Club a license, his organization had
sold a large amount of its securities to residents of the community under permit of
the commissioner of corporations, had entered into various heavy financial commitments, and had purchased its plant site
near Inglewood, a 314-acre plot, at a cost
of more than a quarter of a million dollars.
Del

Mar

Club

Announces

Opening

A third group of motion picture personalities whose allegiance to the sport of
kings has led them into that business has
apparently not been faced with the difficulties besetting Warner and the Hollywood Club, with the announcement that
the Del
William
3 for a
whose
Pandro
Hawks,
Bogart

Mar Club, headed by Paramount’s
LeBaron, will open its season July
28-day meet. Directors of the club,
track is near San Diego, include
S. Berman, Harry Cohn, Howard
Louis D. Lighten, George Raft,
Rogers and Wesley Ruggles.

BOXOFFICE

:: AprU

En route to attend the coronation in
London, Sir Victor Wilson, whose position in Australia corresponds to that
of Will Hays in the United States,
visits the Paramount studio in Hollywood for luncheon. Seen here are
Cecil B. DeMille, left. Sir Victor, and
William LeBaron, who acted as host
to the Australian movie czar.

GOLDWYN JOINS IN
TRAILER FILM LINE
Latest to fall in line in the cycle of producers basing films on the trailer rage
which has hit America’s motoring public
so completely during the past year is Samuel Goldwyn, who has announced plans to
bring to the screen a motion picture dealing with love in a trailer town. The picture will be titled “Heaven on Wheels.”
Barbara Stanwyck has tentatively been set
in the leading role — a comedy part. Joel
McCrea and Frank Shields, tennis star, will
also be cast. Harry Selby wrote the original.
Goldwyn steps into the path blazed by
20th Century-Fox with one of the recent
Jones Family pictures, “See America First,”
which had trailer-camping as its background. The studio followed it up with
“That I May Live,” in which much of the
action took place in a trailer camp.
Some time ago General Pictures, also,
announced purchase of a trailer story.

Briskin Heads Benefit
Heading the committee in charge of the
tenth annual Temple Israel benefit program is S. J. Briskin, vice-president in
charge of production for RKO.
Stars who were to appear on the bill at
the Hollywood Pantages Theatre, at midnight Saturday: Eddie Cantor, Sophie
Tucker, George Burns, Grade Allen, Bob
Burns, Milton Berle, Parkyakarkas, Tommy
Mack, Martha Raye, Benny Rubin, Fred
Keating, Judge Hugo Straight, Bert Gordon, Ella Logan and Borah Minnevitch
with his Harmonica Rascals. Leo Porbstein was to conduct the orchestra.

a method of curtailing the present exchange of guest-stars between networks,
which practice has grown to alarming proportions during the past year.
NBC has already signed pacts with
Amelia Earhart, Walter Cassell, Gregory
Ratoff, Hedda Hopper and Grace Smith,
and is spotting them one-by-one into radio
appearances.
The Columbia Broadcasting System has,
as yet, not launched similar activities with
its artist bureau, although Larry White,
company executive, has been in Hollywood
for several weeks lining up personnel for
the organization.
New

Station

Opening

Local NBC

officials confirmed the announcement this week that Don Ameche,
radio and film star, would head the new
show scheduled by Chase and Sanborn to
replace the present Haven MacQuarrie
show, “Do You Want to Be an Actor?”
which signs off May 2 after a 26-week run.
Ameche will emcee the show, which will
be designed along the variety style.
The

Hollywood radio center will be increased by another new studio April 26
when Station KEHE, an independent, opens
its new broadcasting theatre and studio.
Broadcasting is scheduled to begin April
29. The new plant has a theatre studio
accommodating more than 300, two large
orchestral studios, a rehearsal studio and
three small studios.
Coincidental with the construction of its
new Hollywood studios, CBS has also announced plans to construct a half-million
dollar transmitter in San Francisco, with
the layout to be housed in the Palace Hotel.
Meanwhile, according to Donald Thornburgh, coast head for the network, the
Hollywood outlet will be completed about
December 1, as architectural plans have
been completed.
Rickenbacker

Resigns

Paul Rickenbacker, who had been assistant to Thornburgh, resigned his post last
week to take a position with a radio agency
as talent buyer. He moves into his new
job in ten days. His CBS job will be taken
over by Jack Dolph, who will supervise all
CBS shows airing from Hollywood.
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Space Needs Grow Acute
as Commercials Enter
The present difficulty in shortage of
studio rental space, which for the past few
months has been hampering independent
producers who shoot their pictures on
rented property, has recently been further
aggravated by the inroads being made by
the increasingly heavy production schedule of commercial films made for advertising purposes.
Achieving more and more importance
in the film industry, the commercials are
surprising Hollywood with their workmanlike construction and the presence of wellknown film talent on their acting credit
sheets. The steady increase in production of this type of film has, according to
a checkup of the various rental lots, found
the independent producer of regular screen
features becoming more hard-pressed in
his search for leasable space.
Work

on

SI

and

Republic

Lots

in work on the Selznick International lot as one of the few outside pictures to be produced there since the old
RKO Rathe regime dropped out is “Stan.”
an elaborate commercial feature whose
cast is headed by Robert Armstrong and
Peggy Shannon. Abe Meyer and Dr. Hugo
Riesenfeld are preparing a musical score
at International Studios, recording with a
32-piece symphony orchestra. The feature will be an advertisement for the
Standard Oil Company.

completed “From Now On,” doing its filming on available stages at Republic.
Jam

Handy

Leases

Space

One of the largest producers of commercials, Jam Handy, with home offices in
Detroit, has leased space from Hollywood
Studios and is currently preparing to film
a series of advertising pictures featuring
Edgar Guest. Work on scripts for the series is being put underway by Eve Unsell,
who returned last week from Detroit.
Wilding Picture Productions, of Detroit,
is also occupying space at Selznick International, shooting a commercial for General Foods, featuring such motion picture
talent as Muriel Evans, Eleanor Stewart
and David Newell.
Rent

General

Service

Lot

The C. and H. Sugar Co. has announced
plans to produce “Haiwaiian Harvest,”
with portions of the filming scheduled for
Hawaii and the San Francisco factories
of the company. Cutting and editing will
be done at International Studios.
Robinson and Neeman, commercial producers, with offices and a laboratory on
Sunset Blvd., from time to time rent
stages on the General Service lot for various advertising productions, under the
supervision of Gordon Knox.

3B

New

York — With

financing

through

a

public stock issue of 500,000 shares to be
obtained. Imperial Pictures plans an ambitious program of 32 features for 1937-38,
four times the number announced for the
current season.
Pictures for 1937-38 will be grouped as:
Six exploitation specials, ten Jewel features, eight outdoor musicals and eight

COLUMBIA PACTS
ARLEN FOR SERIES

frontier action pictures. “Sky Girl” and
“Negligee” are the first story buys for the
new program, with additional titles and
stars to be announced shortly.

Although spokesmen for Principal Pictures declare that company still has
first call on his services, Richard Arlen
has signed a term acting contract with
Columbia for a series of films in which he
will be co-featured with Chester Morris.

James Jovaney has been appointed midwestern sales manager for Imperial with
headquarters in Chicago. Imperial exchanges have recently been opened in Chicago, Milwaukee, St. Louis and Indianapolis.

Arlen, who made one western for Lesser’s
Principal, was set for another, “It Happened Out West,” but obtained a leave of
absence some weeks ago and was taken
out
of
the cast to be replaced by Paul
Kelly.

"A STAR IS BORN"
PREMIERES APRIL 20

Arrangements are being worked out, according to Principal, whereby Arlen will
do one or more films for the company in
addition to his Columbia commitments.

Now

“Dealer’s Choice,” another film of this
type, is being filmed by the Standard Oil
Co., using rental stages on the International lot, while General Electric has just

IMPERIAL PLANNING
EXPANDED PROGRAM

Hays Heads MPPDA
for Sixteenth Year
New

York — Will

H.

Hays

tliis

week

be-

gan his 16th consecutive year as president
of the Motion Picture Producers and Distributors of America, Inc., his reelection
havingnualtaken
association’s anmeeting place
here at
lasttheFriday.
Three new directors were added to the
board. These include E. B. Hatrick, vicepresident, Cosmopolitan Corp., which was
admitted to membership in the MPPDA;
Barney Balaban, president of Paramount,
replacing Adolph Zukor, chairman of the
board, who is devoting his time to studio
activities on the coast, and Leo Spitz, chairman of the board of RKO Radio, who
succeeds M. H. Aylesworth who recently resigned as RKO chairman to join ScrippsHoward.
Other

Officers

Reelected

In addition to Hays, all other officers
were reelected including Carl E. Milliken,
secretary; Frederick L. Herron, treasurer,
and George Borthwick, assistant treasurer.
Hays and Herron are also directors, and
the following directors also were reelected:
Harry D. Buckley, United Artists; Robert
H. Cochrane, Universal; Jack Cohn, Columbia; Cecil B. DeMille, E. W. Hammons, Educational; Sidney R. Kent, 20th
Century-Fox; Sol Lesser, Principal; Hal E.
Roach, David Sarnoff, RCA Mfg. Co. (RCA
Photophone) ; Nicholas M. Schenck, Loew’s,
Inc.; Harry M. Warner, Vitagraph, Inc.,
and Albert Warner, Warner Bros. Pictures,
Inc., and First National.
Ned E. Depinet of RKO and Jesse L.
Lasky of the disbanded Pickford-Lasky
Productions, retired from the board, which
now consists of 17 members

David O. Selznick’s production “A Star
Is Born” will be given a gala world premiere at Grauman’s Chinese Theatre on
April 20, with top seats selling for $5.50.
Starring Fredric March and Janet Gaynor and with a supporting cast which includes May Robson, Adolphe Menjou,
Lionel Stander and Andy Devine, the film
is
in Technicolor. William Wellman directed.
One of the interesting side lights on the
film is that in one of its sequences it depicts just such a premiere at the Chinese.

DEMONSTRATION FOR
SHEARER RECORDING
Douglas Shearer, Metro sound engineer
and winner of the Academy award for
technical achievement in sound system developments this year, will demonstrate his
two track recording and Shearer horn system before the Society of Motion Picture
Engineers at their meeting in May.
Shearer’s binaural system, by which
present strides in recording and theatre
reproduction have been achieved, will be
explained in an illustrated lecture.

Sherman Subs for Scott
With Ewing Scott confined to the Queen
of Angels Hospital as a result of an automobile accident in which he was injured
last week, George Sherman, assistant director, has been given the megging job on
“Looking for Trouble,” which Scott was
directing for Condor Pictures. The George
O’Brien starrer was due to be completed
late this week.

STORY

BUYS

“The Umbrella
Man,” a
has been bought by Metro.

play

by

Will

Scott,

RKO
Radio has purchased “They Had to Save
Charlie,” an original by M. John Bronson. P. J.
Wolfson will produce.

Richard English's
has been purchased
will be starred.

original,
by RKO

BOXOFTICE

“Strictly Accidental/’
Radio. Victor Moore
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After seeing their grandson’s latest film
twice, Mr. and Mrs. Frederick Bartholomew sr, are set to return to England
April 9.
★
Joan

Crawford

to leave this week
tion in New York.

and

Franchot

Tone

for a three-week

were
vaca-

The

Ernst

Lubitschs

are

entertaining

Mrs. Lubitsch’s father and mother, Mr. and
Mrs. Maurice Bezencenet, of London, England.
*

k

Lois January, actress, and Abe Meyer,
film musician, plan to marry within 10
days.

Funeral services for Edward Laemmle,
former Universal director, who died of a
heart attack last week, were held Tuesday
at the Temple of Israel in Hollywood.

•k

★

*

•k

Barrett Kiesling, Metro publicist, has returned from a three-months’ tour of the
United States contacting publishers and
newspaper editors.

Paramount Studio Club tennis tournament got under way last weekend at the
Los Angeles Tennis Club under the chair-

Goetz

has returyied from

New

York.

Arthur Lamb, Erpi’s commercial manager, is on his way to New York for his
semi-annual trip to the executive offices.
He will remain in the east for three weeks.

manship of Sam Frey, with the finals scheduled for April 18.

To try out the new automobile she purchased last week, Claudette Colbert drove
up to Santa Barbara last Sunday.
Marlene
Sprmgs

Dietrich

drove

to Palm

*

at the weekly surprise

party at the Ambassador Hotel’s Cocoanut
Grove this Tuesday was Dorothy Lamour.
k

Lord Broderick Tarbat, heir to the earldom of Comartie, and his Viscountess, the
former Dorothy Downing, realized a lifelong ambition when they visited Walter
Wanger’s studio and watched some scenes
being shot on the set. Lord Tarbat will
return to California next fall on a hunting
trip.

Dmitri

Tiomkin

is on his way

to New

York for a two- weeks’ stay.

the Queen of the Angels
fered a broken leg and
of the face and

Hospital. He sufsevere lacerations

neck.
k

Visiting and vacationing in Hollywood
are Hope Hampton, Chicago grand opera
star, and her husband, J. E. Brulatour,
executive of the Eastman Film laboratories.
k

k

Phil Regan
New York
which he

and

his wife are motoring

to

for a month’s vacation, during
will make radio arid personal

appearances.
k

To confer on product distribution. Fanchon Royer left for New York last week.
She will remain two weeks.
k

George A. Hirliman is in the east conferring with Frank Snell and Amedee J.
Van Beuren, Condor executives. He ivas
due back in Hollyioood Thursday .
*

George S. Kaufman

is in from New York.
*

Roger Imhof gave a dinner party in
honor of Mrs. Imhof’s birthday. Sophie
Tucker was among the guests.

Fred

Hope,

is recovering

Metro
from

formed last week

*

Director and Mrs. Gus Meins have returned from a vacation of several days at
Lake Arrowhead.

associate
an

art director,

appendectomy

at St. Vincent’s
k

per-

Hospital.

Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Sheekman — Gloria
Stuart — dined the Peter Finley Dunnes at
Perrino’s last week.

*

*

Gordon Douglas is vacationing at Palm
Springs, having completed direction on an
Our Gang comedy for Hal Roach.
★

Paul Kelly was host to members of the
cast of his current production when the
company went on location in San Fernando

Sidney Howard is in Hollywood
ring with David O. Selznick.

confer-

*

Nathaniel Finston, Metro music chief,
spent the weekend in San Francisco digging up files of old music popular during
the gold rush of 1849 for use in a forthcoming picture.
*
Frank Fay led the list of guests at the
weekly Scotch Treat luncheon sponsored by
the Author’s Club this week. Other visitors included Paul Jordan Smith, Charles
Warren, Sasha Siemel, Lee Payne and
Larry Blake.
k

Bing Crosby and wife Dixie Lee are vacationing for a few days in San Francisco.

Adolph Zukor and J. Christopher Dunphy were due m fro77i New York this week.

k

*

BOXOFFICE

Hurt in an auto accident while returning
from a location trip to Chatsworth, Ewing
Scott, film director, is under treatment at

k

RKO
Radio’s publicity chief, Howard
Benedict, is in San Francisco to ballyhoo
a picture opening. He was accompanied
by Eric Blore, who will make personal
appearances.

of honor

down

last loeek to see the desert flowers.

*

Guest

★

The

k

Ben

Major Pictures’ eastern talent representative, Ernest Gann, has returned to New
York after a series of conferences with
Emanuel Cohen.

Valley, not far from Kelly’s Northridge
home. Present at luncheon were Sol Lesser,
Howard Bretherton, Judith Allen, Johnnie
Arthur, Bonny Briskin, LeRoy Mason,
Charles Heriley. Earl Snider, Mike Eason,
Wilbur McGraw, Peggy Gray and Ethel
La Blanche.
k

Virginia Verrell, new singing starlet, arrived here via American Airlines, from New
York, to begin work on her first picture for
Samuel Goldwyn.
★

Ernest Roller
this week.

left for Neiv York

one day

k

Margaret Sullavan arrived in Los Angeles
this week, after closing her Broadway stage
engagement. Miss Sulla'van made the trip
from New York by way of Dallas.

Mrs. Roger Imhof entertained Mrs.
James Burke, Mrs. Bryan Foy, Mrs. Charles
Grapewin, Mrs. Lillian Corrigan, Mrs.
Glenn Goodman, Mrs. Goodman sr., and
Mrs. George Schaefer at luncheon this
week.

UA NEGOTIATING NEW
PACT WITH SELZNICK
New

York — David

O. Selznick

will ex-

tend his present association with United
Artists in a new contract now being negotiated, George J. Schaefer, vice-president of United Artists, informed BoxofFicE this week.
Schaefer said that the present two-year
agreement calls for the delivery of eight
pictures, of which three have been completed. These are “Little Lord Fauntleroy,” “The Garden of Allah” and “A Star
Is Born,” the latter scheduled for April
30 release. Five features are still to be
delivered on the contract, which expires
next year.
The term of the new pact and the number of pictures to be produced by Selznick
under it are in process of negotiation,
Schaefer said.

WALDEMAR YOUNG
SIGNS WITH METRO
Terminating an association with Paramount that extended over a six-year
period, Waldemar Young has signed a term
writing contract with Metro. He goes to
work immediately on the script of “Shopworn Angel,” the story rights on which
Metro has acquired from Paramount.
Tentative casting on the remake have
Jean Harlow and James Stewart in top
spots, with Louis Lighton handling a repeat
job on the production. Lighton was the
producer on the Paramount version in
1928, starring Gary Cooper and Nancy
Carroll.
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Full Production
Slate at Columbia
The busy signal hit Columbia production
when April ushered in a crowded shooting
schedule on which three films have been
put into work and four more are awaiting
the signal to begin.
Now before the cameras are “Once a
Hero,’’ which Harry Lachman is directing,
with Richard Dix and Fay Wray in leading roles: "White Heat,’’ under the direction of D. Ross Lederman, with Rosalind
Keith, Don Terry and Nana Bryant; and
“Shooting Showdown,’’ a Charles Starrett
western, with Leon Barshaw directing.
Set to start this week was “With Kind
Regards,” starring Ralph Bellamy, to be
directed by Hamilton MacFadden. “Thanks
for Nothing,” “Miss Casey at the Bat,” and
“Taxi War” will get into work within ten
days.

THREE PICTURES PUT
IN WORK BY METRO
Metro

put three pictures

into work

last

week, with “The Firefly,” starring Jeanette MacDonald and Allan Jones, leading
off. Robert Z. Leonard directs and Hunt
Stromberg handles production. Clark
Gable and Jean Harlow have begun work
in “Saratoga” with Jack Conway directing
and Bernard Hyman producing. “You’ll
Be Married by Noon” also goes into production with Edwin L. Marin directing
under
ance.

Sam

Zimbalist’s

production

guid-

Trem

Carr

put

Starrer

his next

John

Wayne

starrer, “I Cover the War,” into work early
this week on location at Lone Pine, with
Arthur Lubin directing. Others in the cast
are Don Barclay, Walter Byron, Sam Harris, Charles Brokaw, James Bush, Arthur
Aylsworth, Earl Hodgins and Olaf Hytton.
Film will be released through Universal.

Miller Returns to L. A.
Los Angeles — J. Howard Miller, western
regional director of the Federal Theatre
Project, has returned to Los Angeles after
spending several weeks in Washington,
D. C., attending sessions of the Project’s
play policy board. Upon Miller’s arrival
here, George Gerwing, state director of the
Project, was sent east to attend additional
conferences on policies for California.

Baerwitz loins Metro
After several years away from the lot,
Samuel Baerwitz joined Metro this week on
a term contract as an associate producer.
Some time ago he had been a producer in
the shorts department. He is a nephew
of Nicholas M. Schenck.
MAJOR

SIGNS

LEO

C. ROSTEN

Major Pictures has signed Leo C. Rosten
to a term writing pact. He starts work
May 3.

Metro Confers on
British Expansion

“Captains Courageous” goes into the
Carthay Circle Theatre following the conclusion of the roadshowing at that house
of “The Good Earth,” according to the decision announced last week by Metro.
An unexpected delay in winding up
“Parnell,”

the Clark Gable-Myrna Loy
starrer, caused the switch, as “Parnell”
was originally set for the booking.
Metro studio officials have not decided
whether to roadshow “Captains Courageous” as yet. The film stars Freddie Bartholomew. Spencer Tracy and Lionel
Barrymore.

PARAMOUNT FACES
SUIT BY PLAYER
Paramount was named defendant in a
$500,000 damage suit filed in superior court
last week by Irene Bennett, former contract player with the company, and a
beauty contest winner from Memphis,
Tenn. Through her attorney, Lloyd Nix,
Miss Bennett charges that while she was
working in a picture last summer for the
studio. Paramount forced her to continue
after she had suffered a physical collapse
on the set.

Nix’s complaint states that the actress
is now a semi-invalid residing in a Whittier
sanitorium.
Paramount has
complaint as yet.

filed no

answer

to the

LLOYD AND STAFF

ON "FARGO"
Start Wayne
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SLATE "COURAGEOUS"
FOR CARTHAY CIRCLE

Metro’s huddles concerning details of the
projected expansion of British huddles
came to a temporary halt this week when
Ben Goetz, company executive, trained east
to confer with Nicholas M. Schenck on tentative plans as outlined during confabs on
the coast. Goetz was expected to return
late this week with Schenck’s reactions to
the plans as outlined by Michael Balcon,
Bob Ritchie, Ben Thau, Goetz and studio
executives.
Goetz, Ritchie and Balcon will act as
London representatives of the company
when it steps into more active production
in England. Details of the unit’s technical
organization and projected shooting schedule are being ironed out at the conferences.

LOCATION TREK FOR
"THIN ICE" COMPANY
Further indicating that the day of
lengthy location trips has returned, 20th
Century-Fox this week announced that
Sonja Henie, Tyrone Power and a company of 50 technicians had left for Ranier
National Park to film snow and skiing
scenes for “Thin Ice,” the Olympic skating
champion’s second starring vehicle. The
extended jaunt will take the company to
Paradise Valley. David Butler is directing
the film.

TREK

Frank Lloyd and his technical staff left
for San Francisco last week on a research
expedition for “Wells Fargo,” which Lloyd
will produce for Paramount. Accompanying the producer-director are John Goodman, unit art director, Idwal Jones, of the
publicity department, and Hal McAlpin,
still photographer. They will spend several days going over old Wells Fargo lore,
and make a survey of the old gold towns
of the Mother Lode country.

Completing Series
Harry Sherman’s current Hopalong Cassidy series starring William Boyd, which
he is producing for Paramount release, will
be concluded when “Rustler’s Valley,” sixth
on the list, gets into production. Shooting
is scheduled to start immediately
completion of the fifth Cassidy

“North of the Rio Grande,” which went
into work this week on location at Sonora.
Nate Watt directs both pictures.

Show Two
"Plow" Films
Cal. — The U. S. government

Prolong Location

Oakland,

Despite the fact that Paramount’s “Souls
at Sea” has been out of port for five
months already, the company will not dock
for an additional month, as that much
added filming has been authorized.
After seeing an edited print of the Gary
Cooper-George Raft starrer, studio heads
deemed it necessary to tack on a new ending as well as a completely new sea sequence. Henry Hathaway is directing.

“propaganda” film, “The Plow That Broke
the Plains,” was used as a prologue here
this week for the East Bay Theatre Union’s
production of “Triple A Plowed Under,”
25-scene drama dealing with the midwest
farm

crisis in terms

Team Young, Power
Power

and

Loretta

Young

will be

of the “social secur-

ity” viewpoint. “Triple A Plowed Under”
was originally produced in New York by
Federal Theatre Project players.
COMANDINI

Tyrone

after
film,

LOANED

TO

SI

Adele Comandini has moved over to Selznick International on a loan-out deal from
Universal. She will write an original story

teamed again in “Second Honeymoon” at
20th Century-Fox, with Edward H. Griffith directing. Filming will start when

for Merian

Power has completed his role in “Thin Ice,”
the Sonja Henie musical. Raymond Griffith will produce from the novel by Philip

First treatment on “Make a Wish,”
forthcoming starrer at Principal for Bobby Breen, has been completed by Gertrude Berg.

Wylie.

C. Cooper’s
READY

BREEN

BOXOFFICE

production

unit.
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JUST OFF THE PRESS!
The 1937

FILM DAILY
YEAR BOOK

Weighs over 6 Ihs.
Contains nearly 1,300 pages.
Beautifully hound.

ol

MOTION
The

largest

Film

and

most

PICTURES
★

comprehensive

volume

in the long

series

of

Daily Year Books is now being distributed to paid subscribers of The Film Daily. The 1937 book, 19th edition, contains nearly

1,300 pages of valuable reference material. Among the many items
of interest are included: PICTURES — 16,170 titles of features released since 1915 showing distributors and Film Daily review
dates;

Features released during 1936 with casts and credits; Features and short subject series released during 1936, arranged by
distributing companies; serials released since 1920 showing stars,
directors and years of release; a list of features imported from foreign countries during 1936; a compilation showing producers and
distributors of short subject series. PERSONNEL — Names, addresses,
telephone numbers, cable addresses, officers, department heads
and

boards of directors of important film companies; another
tion with the addresses and manpower affiliated with studios

secand

production organizations; Officers and directors of clubs, guilds
and organizations associated with the motion picture industry.
PERSONALITIES— The 1935 and 1936 work of 3,124 players, 218
producers, associate producers and supervisors; 281 directors; 809
authors; 635 screenplay writers; 181 cameramen; 196 film editors;
152 music composers and supervisors; and 27 dance directors.
LISTS — A complete equipment Buying Guide; feature producers,
short subject producers, cartoon producers, industrial producers,
newsreel, theatre supply dealers, laboratories, color processes,
trailers,

insurance brokers, projection rooms, agents and managers, play and story brokers exchanges (including names
of

managers and product handled). THEATRES — Complete list of
theatres in the United States and Canada arranged by state and
provinces; separate list of circuits with four or more theatres.
FINANCIAL — Summaries of all motion picture companies whose
stocks are listed on financial markets. FOREIGN — Exporters and
importers; outlook for 1937; international survey of film markets.
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STELLA
DALIjAS
(UA-Goldwyn) — with Barbara
Stanwyck, John Boles, Anne Shirley, Alan Hale,
George
Walcott, Barbara
O’Neil. Al
Shean.
Producer;
Samuel
Goldwyn.
Director: King
Vidor.

PREPARING
AMERICAN
FEAGGS
(M-G-M) — with Myrna Loy.
Producer: Edward
Chodorov. Original: Katiiieen
Norris. Screenplay: Marguerite Roberts.
H

.\BOVE

HIGH
C (M-G-M) — with Suzanne. Producer: Norman Krasna.
Original: Norman
Krasna.
Screenplay: Arthur Sheekman,
Dalton
Trumbo.

BEACTY
PAKEOR
(UA) — witli
Producer: Samuel Goldwyn.

Merle

Original: Olive Higgins Prouty. Screenplay: Victor Heerman. Sarah Y. Mason.
KIND
REGARDS
(Col)— with Claire Trevor, Ralph Bellamy, June Wood. Robert Tolley.
V<obert Armstrong,
Raymond
Walburn.
Gene

WITH

Morgan, Wade
Boteler. Marc Lawrence, Thurston Hall. Ed Pawley. Producer: Irving Briskin.
Director; Hamilton
McFadden.
Original: Lee
Loeb, Harold Buchman.
Screenplay: Lee Loeh,
Harold Buchman.

HAA'ANA
Erikson.

(Para) — with
Dorothy
Lamour,
Producer: William LeBaron.

HOEEYM'OOI)
HOTEL
Ginger Rogers.

HONOEFEU

(WB) — with

HONEYMOON

Dick

ProDosLeif

Powell,

(GNl— Producer:

Zion

Meyers. Original: Armine von Tempski. Screenplay: Glenn Tryon. Armine von Tempski.
KING
OF
THE
SIERR.VS
(Condor) — Producer:
M.
H.
Hoffman
jr. Original: Frank
Gay.
Screenplay: W. Scott Darling.
Charles
with
—
(Col)
B.\T
THE
AT
MISS C.ASEY
Quiglev. Jacqueline Wells. T’atricia Farr, Rita
Director:
Coheni
llawortli. Producer: Ralph
Mond,
Hillyer. Original: Albert De
Lambert
Lambert Hillyer.
MarNino
with
(RKO) —
M.AD.AME
.Ml'SIC FOR
tini. Producer: Jesse 1,. Lasky. Original: Robert Harari. Screenplay: Robert Harari.
(SI) — Producer: E. IJoyd
RICHES
GRE.AT
OF
Screenplay:
Sheldon. Original: Rose Franken.
Michael Sheridan.
Alison
with
(Rep)—
HOFSE
BO.ARDING
OFR
Original: Allan WilSkipworth, Polly Moran.
son.
(Rep)— Producer: Hariy
BY REIJFEST
ROM.ANCE
Grey. Screejiiplay : Arthur Strawn.
— with William Boyd.
(Para)
V.AEEEY
RI STEER’S
MorGeorge Hayes, Ru.ssell Hayden, Steiihen
Original: Clarlis. Producer: Harry Sherman.
Houston.
Norman
Screenplay:
ence E. Mulford.
JungGerald Geraghty, Jack O’Donnell. Jack
mever.

(Col)— with Grace
VOICE
YOFR
OF
SOFND
Moore. Screenplay: Doris .Anderson.
Tracy. Clark
Spencer
with
—
PII.OT (M-G-M)
TEST
Gable. Producer: Louis Lighton.
(Para) — with Ida Lupino.
W'.\Y PEE.ASE
THIS
Producer: Mel Shauer. Director: Rol>ert Florey.
(RKO)— OrigiH.\D TO S.VVE CHARLIE
THEY
nal : John M. Bronson.
AV.XYAVARD
GIRI.
kin. Screenplay:

(Col) — Producer:
Leslie T. White.

Irving

Rris-

STARTING
ANGKIy
(Para) — with Marlene
Dietrich. Phyllis
Coughlin. Producer: Ernst Lrubitsch. Director:
Ernst
Lubitsch. Original: Melchior Lengyel.
Screenplay: Samson Raphaelson.
liTyACK ACES
(Univ) — with Buck Jones. Producer:
Buck Jones. Director: Les Selander. Original:
Stephen Payne. Screenplay: Frances Guihan.
DEVII/S
SADDlyE
EEGION
(WB) — with Dick
Foran. Anne Nagel. Eddie Acuff, Gordon Hart,
Ernie Stanton. Willard Parker, Granville Owen.
Producer:
nolly.

Bryan

Foy.

Director:

Bobby

Con-

LET
ME
LIVE
(UA-Selznick) - — with
Fredric
March, Fay Wray.
Producer: E. Lloyd Sheldon. Director: William A. Wellman.
Original:
Robert Carson. Screenplay: John Lee Mahin.
NORTH
OF
THE
RIO
GRANDE
(Para)— with
William Boyd, George Hayes, Russell Hayden.
Bernadine
Hayes,
Walter
Long.
Lee
Cobb,
Stephen Morris, John
Rutherford.
Producer:
Harry Sherman. Director: Nate Watt. Original:
Clarence
nell.

E.

Mulford.

Screenplay:

Jack

O'Don-

SMALL
TOWN
BOY
(GN) — with Stuart Erwin.
Producer: Zion Myers. Director; Glenn Tryon.
Original: Manuel Komoff.
Screenplay: Glenn
Tryon.

Flood.
Original: David
Boehm.
Doris Malloy, Gladys Lehman.

WELL ALONG
ALL
IS CONFUSION
(RKO) — with Joe E. Brown,
Florence Rice, Guy Kibbee, Harlan Briggs, Anthony Nace, Benny Hart, Jack Norton, Florence
Rice. Harry C. Bradley, Cliff Nazarro, Monte
Collins, Andrew
Tombes, Leila McIntyre, Joseph
Crehan, Gayne Whitman.
Clem Bevans, George
Chandler, Frank Sully, Charles Arnt. Producer:
David L. Loew.
Director; Edward
Sedgwick.
Original: Richard Macaulay.
DANGEROUS
HOLIDAY
(Rep) — with Guinn Williams. Lynn Roberts, William Bakewell. Jeanie
Roberts, Grady
Sutton. William
Newell. Jed
Prouty, Harrison Green. Ra
Hould, Carleton
Young. Producer: William Berke. Director: Nick
Barrow.s.
man.

Original:

Kare-n

De

Wolf,

Barry

Ship-

ESCAPE
FROM
LOVE
( 20th-Fox)— with Michael
Whalen. Gloria Stuart. Cora Witherspoon, Jane
Brewster. Gerald Oliver Smith, Syd Saylor. June
Brewster. Producer: Leslie Landau.
Director:
Eugene Forde. Original: Eugene Heltai. Screenplay: Leslie Landau, Don Ettlinger.
EVER
SINCE
EVE
(WB) — with Marion Davies,
Robert Montgomery,
Frank
McHugh,
Minerva
f^recal. Pat.sy Kelly.
Director; Lloyd Bacon.

Producer:

Earl

Baldwin.

GREAT
GAMBINT.
THE
(Para)— with
Akim
Tamiroff, John Trent, Genevieve Tobin, Ralph
Morgan. Judith Ford. Ula Love. Edward
Brophy,
William Demarest, Roland Drew.
Producer: B.
P. Schulberg. Director: Charles Vidor, Original:
Frederick Jackson.
HOTEL
HAYWIRE
(Para) — with Loo
Carrillo,
Mary
Carlisle. Colette Lyons. Benny
Baker.
Teddy Hart. Chester Conklin. Guy TTsher. James
Donlon, Porter Hall, Colin Tapley. John Patterson. Producer: William Le Baron.
Director:
George Archainbaud. Original: Preston Sturges.
IT HAPPENED
OUT WEST
( 20th-Fox) — with Paul
Kelly. Judith Alle-n, Johnny
.Arthur. Leroy
Mason, Steve Clemente, Reginald Barlow. Richard Adams, Nina Compana. Frank LaRue, Marjorie Dean. Robert Woodward.
Edward
Brophy.
Director: Howard
Bretherton. Original: Harold
Bell Wright.
l,ADY LUCK
(WB) — with Barton MacLane, Ann
Sheridan, Walter
Cassell, Charles Foy, Dick
Purcell. Producer: Bryan Foy. Director: Louis
King. Screenplay: Roy Chanslor.
I.IFE OF EMILE
ZOLA
(WB)— with Paul Muni.
Josephine Hutchinson, Bonita Granville. Joseph
.‘=?childkraut. Barton
MacLane.
Gloria Holden,
TTsrry Worth
Grant Mitchell. Montagu
I..ove.
Maurice Black. Robert Graves, Max Hoffman jr.,
Paul Everton. Gilbert Emery, Harry Davenport.
Ralph Dunn. Irving Pichel, Ben Weldon. Walter
Kingsford. Producer: Henry Blanke. Director:
William DIeterle.
LOOKING

FOR

TROUBLE

(RKO)— with

under

fire

(20th-Fo

x) — with

Screenplay:

NEAV
FACES
OF 1937 (RKO) — with Joe Penner.
Milton Berle, Jerome Cowan, Harriet Hilliard.
Thelma Leeds, Patricia Wilder, Patsy Lee Parsons. Bert Gordon, Derry Dean, Parkyakarkus,
Hite and
Director:

StanLeigh

OF ZENDA,
THE
(UA) — with Ronald
David Niven, Douglas Fairbanks jr.,

Madeleine Carroll, Howard
Lang, C. Aubrey
Smith, Mary
Astor, Raymond
Massey, Baron
William

von

Brincken.

Mary

Jane

Irving.

Mon-

tagu Love. Eleanor Wesselhoeft, Margaret Tallichet, Arthur Byron. Ian McLaren.
Producer:
David O. Selznick. Director: John Cromwell.
Original: Anthony
Hope.
Screenplay: Wells
Root. Donald Ogden Stuart. John Balderston.

Keene.
(Cres)— with Tom
SONORA
OF
Saenz. Miguel Zarraga. Producer; E. B.
H.
John
Original:
Wlllat.
V.
I.
Director:
Screenplay: Mary Ireland.

SOUTH
Jaime
Derr.
Auer,

Bette
(WB)— with
WOMAN
CERTAIN
THAT
Louise. Donald
Anita
Fonda,
Davis, Henry
O’Connell. Ian Hunter. Norman
Crisp. Hugh
GouldWillis, Marv Phillips. Producer: Edmund
Goulding. Screenplay;
Edmund
Director:
ing.
Goulding.
Edmund
(RKO)— with Gene RayIMY GIRL
GOES
Joan
M. Thomas.
mond, Ann Sothern. Prank
Joe Magrill, Eddie Gribbon, Paul
Woodbury,
Guilfoyle, Richard Lane, Alec Craig, Bradley
Jennings, Frank
Jones, Maxine
Page, Gordon
Jenks. Joan Woodbury, William Corson. Thelma
Sistrom. Director:
Leeds. Producer: William
Ben Holmes. Original: George Beck.

THERE

THIN

ICE (20th-Fox) — with Sonja Henie. Tyrone
Griffith. Director:
Producer: Raymond
Power.
Lanfield. Screenplay: Boris Ingster,
Sidney
Milton Sperling.

I’HREE
Joan

ROOMS

IN

HEAVEN

(M-G-M) — with

Crawford, Spencer Tracy. Producer: Joseph Mankiewicz. Director: Frank
Borzage.

Original: Katherine
rence Hazzard.

Brush.

Screenplay:

Law-

TOMORROW’S
HEADLINES
(RKO)-^with
Lt'e
Tracy, Diana Gibson, Phil Huston, Tom
Kennedy, George Irving, Ivy Keene, Frank Hagney.
Reed Howes, John Morton, George Lollier, Art
Thalasso, Donald Meek, Doodles Weaver.
Producer: Cliff Reid. Director: Richard Rosson.
Original: Thomas
Ahern. Screenplay: J. Robert
Bren, Edmund
L. Hartmann.
TOPPER
Grant,

(M-G-M) — witli Constance Bennett. Cary
Roland
Young, Alan
Mowbray,
Claire

Windsor,

Dorothy

Christy,

Billie

Burke,

Virginia

Sale. Nick Stuart, Hedda
Hopper, PMward
McWade,
Otto Hoffman,
John
Elliott, Harry C.
Bradley, Lioyd Ingram. Tom Herbert. Val Stanton. Producer: Hal Roach.
Director: Norman
McLeod.
Original: Thorne Smith. Screenplay:
Eric Hatch, Jack Jevne.
YOU
CAN’T
HAVE
EVERYTHING
(20th-Fox) —
with Alice Faye, Jimmy
Ritz, David Rubinoff,
Arthur Treacher, Gypsy Rose Lee, Tony Martin,
Frances Drake, Don Ameche.
Director: Norman
Taurog. Screenplay: Plarry Tugend, Jack Yellen.

George

O’Brien. Maude
Eburne, Joe Caites, Frank Nolan. Dan Wolheim, Al Herman. Frank Hagney,
Walter
DePalma,
Charles Middleton, Stanley
Blystone, Cecilia Parker. Producer: George A.
HIrliman.
Director: Ewing
Scott. Original:
Dan Jarrett, Ewing Scott.
IjOVE

Flint.
James

MISSUS
AMERICA
(RKO)— with Victor Moore.
Helen Broderick, Anne Shirley, Ricardo Mandia.
Mickey Daniels, Jay Upson, Frank Anthony, Don
Wilson. Jack Norton, Virginia Sale, Alan Bruce.
Producer: Al Lewis. Original: Jack Goodman,
Albert Leventhal.

PRISONER
Colman,

(RKO) — with Lily Pons. ScreenTO SING
play: Robert Harari. Hans Kraly.
EBBTIDE
(Para) — with
Ray
Milland, Frances
Farmer.
Producer: Lucien Hubbard.
Director:
Loui.s
Robert
Original:
Hathaway.
Henry
Stevenson.
( RKO)— Producer :
John Grey.

May
Wallace, Sam
Cohen.
Director:

Rio, Betty Grable, Lowe,
ley. Producer: Edward
Small.
Jason. Original: Nat Perrin.

Oberon.

G.L.MBEER.
THE
(WB) — with Bette Davis.
ducer: Max Reinhardt. Original: Feodor
toievski.

rrice, Harry Tyker,
Producer:
Emanuel

Eddie

BORN

FORTY
NAFGHTY
GIRES
William Slstrom. Screenplay:

Alakln^^

Loretta

Young-, Don
Ameche,
John Carradine, Movita
Fastenada, Joseph Schildkraut. Katherine
de
Mille, Frances Drake, Walter Catlett, Slg Rumann, Borrah Minnevitch, Don Alvarado, Juan
Du
Val, George Regas, Harold Huber, E. E.
Clive, Warren Joan Torena. Producer: Nunnaily
Jolinso-n. Director: George Marshall. Original:
Walter
Hackett,
Screenplay: Gene
Fowler,
Ernest Pascal.

COMPLETED
DAY
AT THE
RACES, A (M-G-M)— with the Marx
Brothers. Esther Muir, Margaret Dumont, Allan
Jones. Director: Sam Wood.
Screenplay: George
S. Kaufman. Al Boasberg, George Seton. Robert
Pirosh.
GIRL

SAID
NO, THE
(GN) — with Robert Armstrong, Irene Hervey,
Paula
Stone, William
Vera Rose. Producer: Andrew
Stone.

Davidson,

Original: Gilbert and Sullivan.
ty Laidlaw, Robert Lively.

Screenplay:

Bet-

MEXIC.YN
QUARTER
(RKO)— with John Beal,
.-Xmiida, Leona
Roberts, George Irving, Monte
Montague, Harry Carey, Paul Guilfoyle. Producer: Robert Sisk. Director: Lew
Landers.
Original: Tom Gill.

SHE
HAD
TO EAT
(20th-Fox) — with Jack Haley.
Rochelle Hudson, Ferdinand
Munier, Florence
Gill, Franklin Pangborn, Walter Catlett, Tom
Kennedy, Tom
Dugan, Eugene
Pallette, John
Hamilton. Arthur
Treacher, Douglas
Fowley,

MIDNIGHT
MADONNA
(Major) — with
Warren
William. Mady
Correll, Robert Baldwin. Jonathan Hale, Frank Reicher, John Elliott, Edward
Ellis, Edward
Earle, Donald
Klrke, Stanley

Robert McLung,
Wallis Clark. Producer: Samuel Engel. Director: Mai St. Clair. Original:
Edward
Grant. Screenplay: Morris Musselman,
Samuel Engel.

PRAmCES INVESTIGATOR BUSY
Nazis Try Pre-Preview
Censorship

Intermountain to
Improve Houses
Salt Lake City — A general program of
improvements and addition of new equipment for Intermountain Theatres, Corporation houses in Utah, Idaho and Montana
is contemplated according to Harry David,
vice-president
Intermountain.

and

general

manager

of

David made this statement upon his return from the Paramount associates’ conference in Miami, Fla.
At present

remodeling

and

enlargement

of the Intermountain Theatres general offices in the Capitol Theatre Bldg, here is
being contemplated.

MIDNIGHT JAMBOREE
SET FOR APRIL 17
Seattle — A big Midnight Jamboree will
be given by the Northwest Film Club on
Saturday, April 17. Affair will start at
midnight sharp and a new picture will be
given a Hollywood preview. Vaudeville and
surprise attractions have been arranged
and all services donated.
This will be the second annual Jamboree,
and is staged for a charity fund maintained by the Film Club to take care of its
destitute. The John Hamrick Music Hall
wil be the spot for the show this year. The
entertainment committee working for the
success of the show consists of Herndon
Edmonds, Jimmy O’Neal, Jean Spear, Rot
Peacock, and Frank Christy. Eddie Lamb,
secretary of the club, and trustees Roy
Cooper and B. F. Shearer are also very
active in the affair. Joe Cooper is chairman of the publicity committee.

Hollywood — Letters from the German consulate warning that if Universal’s proposed film, “The Road
Back,” is detrimental to the German
nation it will be barred from German showing, were reported to have
been received by sixty leading actors
here,
“The

ARRESTED IN
LABOR ARGUMENT

Klamath Falls, Ore. — Accused of threatening O. M. Jacobson, theatrical union representative with a revolver, Harry W. Poole,
motion picture theatre operator, has been
arrested on complaint of Jacobson and released on $500 bail.
According to District Attorney Hardin
Bleckmer, the complaint against Poole
grew out of an episode in Poole’s office
last week, when Jacobson, I. M. Coleman,
president of the Central Labor Council,
got into a heated controversy with regard
to wages and hours.

Road

Back”

is a

sequel

to

“All Quiet on the Western Front”
which was barred in Germany.

Northwest MPTO
Reviews Measures
Seattle — In a bulletin issued by Secretary Hone of the Northwest MPTO
upon
the close of the Washington state legislative sessions, are listed the bills affecting
the industry that have both passed and
failed.
The bulletin stresses the need for a united exhibitor organization prepared to cope
with exhibitor problems and to efficiently
watch exhibitor interests.
Four
The

Become

Law

bills affecting the industry

that were

passed, follow:
Senate Bill No. 256; Amendment to the
tax law assessing $.01 on $.10 admissions
eliminating this assessment.
Senate Bill No. 212;
tion of slot machines.

Barred

the opera-

Senate Bill No. 186: Banned the operation of marathons, danceathons, or walkathons.

Portland,

LADY’’

A

Ore. — Four

SELL-OUT
stage

ancs of Jane Cowl in “First Lady”
fair was a complete sell-out.

BOXOFFICE

performat May-

subpoena

and interrogate independent exhibitors in this district, supposedly to garner information concerning booking and

distribution practices in answer to complaints that major distributors and exchanges were operating in violation of the
Sherman anti-trust law, all efforts to obtain definite information on the matter
have

so far proved
Neblett

unavailable.

Denies

Connection

Interpretations of his activities have
formed the topic of discussion among the
film city's dopesters, however, with
ing reports heard on every hand

varyas to

Law’s past, present and future plans.
While it is generally believed that the investigation was launched in answer to
charges filed with the Department of Justice by the ITO of southern California,
another report that Law was brought out
here

as a direct result of the machinations of U. S. Senator William Gibbs McAdoo and his local law partner, William
Neblett, was blasted
Boxoffice this week:

when

Neblett

told

'T have not only heard this report, but
I resent it. I am in no way connected
with

Mr. Law’s

presence

in southern

Cali-

It is believed that Law will remain here
for several weeks, and that his survey,
fornia.”
however he conducts it, will be thorough
and exhaustive.

Bill No. 480: Requires the registration by Ascap of all copyright music it
and imposes the jurisdiction of the

state over Ascap. This law does not remove or cut the license fees exhibitors have
been

paying Ascap.
Seven Measures

Fail

The bills affecting the industry
killed follow:

that were

State Censorship Bill: Proposed a board
of advisors to inspect all films coming into
the state and requiring a certificate for
those films before exhibition.
House

Bill No. 384:

Would

have

author-

ized greyhound racing and created a racing commission.
House Bill No. 441; In behalf of old age
pensions. Would have assessed theatres
$100 per year for license on each house
and added ten per cent to present admission charges.

equip each with an auxiliary battery system which would automatically light in the
event the main current was disconnected.
House

Bill No. 570: Proposed

DENNY
Los

JOINS GRAND

Angeles — Harry

NATIONAL

Denny,

manager

of

Fox West Coast’s Cabrillo Theatre, San
Pedro, for the past five years, has resigned

House Bill No. 218: Required all places
of public assembly having exit lights to
“FIRST

Los Angeles — Albert W. Law entered
upon his third week of investigation into
distribution and exhibition practices in
the southern California area this week
with the same air of reticence and secrecy
which has characterized his activities since
the special investigator sent out by the
U. S. attorney general began his survey
some days ago. While Law continued to

House
owns

POOLE

Albert W. Law Continues
Survey Efforts
on Coast

to regulate

to join Hi
National.

booths
fall.

Peskay’s

sales staff at Grand

projecting pictures, requiring a fireproof booth for all exhibition of film. Insufficient support caused this measure to

Senate Bill No. 299: Provided for the
closing of all business on Sunday.
House Bill No. 553: Would have made
the operation of all lotteries, raffles, gift
enterprises a felony.
Working

Nationally

The

bulletin further reports that the organization isdirecting its efforts nationally
to making the federal copyright law less
stringent against copyright users, and toward obtaining a reduction of federal taxes
involving admission prices.
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Radio Not Competition
to Theatres, Saps Gilman
San Francisco — Radio is not a competitor to the theatre, declared Don Gilman,
National Broadcasting Co. vice-president,
in a press luncheon and roundtable interview which was broadcast from here this
week over a Pacific coast network.
Many
The

Radio

luncheon,

Editors

attended

Present
by several radio

editors from newspapers of the San Francisco bay region, was a part of the daylong observance of the
anniversary.

air chain’s

tenth

Among those present were Darrell Donnell, Examiner; Herb Caen, Chronicle; Bob
Hall, Call- Bulletin; Jack Burroughs, Oakland Tribune; Bill Holmes, Oakland PostEnquirer; Helen Peters, Berkeley Gazette;
and Helen Civelli and Claude A. LaBelle,
S. F. News. LaBelle, who is both radio
and drama editor of the local ScrippsHoward, introduced each radio editor.
Questions asked had been checked earlier
by radio officials, but
were impromptu.
Other

statements
ecutive were:

Television

would

Gilman’s

made

answers

by the radio ex-

eventually

center

in Holly-

wood because "they will have the talent and
the technicians there." He added, however,
that commercial broadcasting for television
would

not

be

here

"for at least

two

years."

Radio benefits all entertainment industries by raising the general level of audience appreciation, especially of the dramatic.
Diversified

Talent

JOHN

DILLON VISITS
FRISCO WITH BRIDE

San Francisco — John N. Dillon, 20th
Century-Fox executive, was here last week
at the Sir Francis Drake on his honeymoon with the new Mrs. Dillon, who until
a few months ago was known as Tatiana
Urova,

socially prominent

city’s “white”
emigres.

Russian

member

colony

of this

of exiles and

The 23-year-old Russian’s romance with
Dillon started recently when she left San

Ellensburg, ’Wash. — .Construction of a
$50,000 building has been started here by
J. E. Shields, well-known theatre man of
this section. The general contract for the
building has been awarded to J. W. Bailey
of Seattle. The ventilation and decoration
contract have not as yet been awarded.
It is expected that the house will be
opened within the next 100 days, on a
lease from the Evans Investment Co. or
Spokane. Name of the house has not been
decided.

or screen. "We don’t need people who can
do only one thing no matter how well,"
Gilman said, “as much as we want people
who can do several things.”
Asked what truth there was in the old

Man’s

Family”

Deal

The on again, off again "sale” of “One
Man’s Family,” ace west coast radio serial to Paramount for picturization was
"an experiment,” Gilman said. He stressed
the point that NBC’s announcements of
the sale when actually no papers had been
signed was in the nature
to test public opinion.

of a trial-balloon

parts especially in Seattle and Vancouver,
Canada, where he was theatre manager,
newspaper editor, trade paper correspondent, advance agent and exploiteer for
theatres.

chain

Bill Hudson, former newsreel cameraman for Pathe and M-G-M
locally, and
who spends most of his present time on
the Row, has written and had published

his attempted

FTP Moves Offices

“One

attraction with the Foley and Burke Combined Shows. Mas is well known in these

ELLENSBURG, WASH.,
STRUCTURE STARTED

Los Angeles — The regional offices of the
Federal Theatre Project have been moved,
in compliance with orders from Harry

Explains

Word from A. K. MacMartin in Oakland
informs us that Mac has now joined his

his first real book, “Icy Hell.” Story is
based on Bill’s adventures when he was
official cameraman for the Harvard Museum expedition in the North, and also
when he was with Sir Hubert Wilkins in

Needed

adding, “however, it has been proved that
songs not played over the radio don’t sell
at all.”

O. LUKAN, who resigned from the Sterling chain of theatres recently, was
tendered a banquet by his associates at
which he was presented with a handsome
gold watch. Lukan, formerly owner of a
chain of suburban theatres, joined Sterling
a few years ago. He has sold his interests
in the chain and plans to take a long vacation before entering any other business.

Francisco to try her luck in the film capital. The 40-year-old film man met her
on the 20th Century-Fox lot.

Radio would increasingly develop its own
acting talent rather than draw on stage

Ascap claim that too constant radio playing of song hits from film and stage musicals hurt the song sales, the NBC executive answered that he was unable to say,

S IE A T T IIL IE

Hopkins, national ’WPA administrator, to
155 "West Washington. Three floors have
been leased to house the project’s print
shop, booking offices, research department,
art department and the executive offices
of J. Howard Miller, regional director, and
George Gerwing, state director. About 200
employes moved to the new quarters. Miller returned here from Washington, D. C.,
where he attended executive sessions.

Again a Candidate
Los Angeles — For the third successive
year. Jack Berman, local circuit operator,
has cast his hat into the political ring and
announced his candidacy for the post of
councilman from the ninth district. He
was defeated at the two previous elections.

Bob Walker of the Walker Screen Co.
with offices in New York and St. Louis is
in Seattle conferring with a local equipment house. Walker makes his headquarters in St. Louis.
Art Hile, formerly with Jensen-Von Herberg theatres, has been made inanager of
the Seventh Street Theatre m Hoquiam.
This was announced by Al Rosenberg , division ynanager for Fox Evergreen theatres
in Washington.
Fred Hill, manager of sales and seating
division for the Heywood-Wakefield Co.,
is here from Boston with Ben Shearer of
the B. F. Shearer Co., distributors for the
Heywood-Wakefield
toi-y.
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BREWSTER'S

CARIBOU

product

in this terri-

Many in show business were stunned by
the sudden death of Sandy Manheimer a
few days ago. Sandy was looking over a
piece of property he had just rented when
he suddenly slumped over and died. His
(Continued on next page)

FILM...

TRAILERS
(SOUND

OR

That

SILENT)

Make

Your

Advertising

OPENED

Brewster, Wash. — The Caribou Theatre
held its opening here during the week. The
interior has been redecorated a cooling
system installed and the seating capacity
stepped up to 800.

the Arctic.

“Lost Horizon” will be road-shown in
this town at the Metropolitan Theatre,
legit house. Mike Newman, ace publicity
man for Columbia, is now in town putting
on an elaborate campaign. The picture
will be shown twice daily and the prices
range from 50 cents to $1.50, plus tax.

Paramount’s production of the serial was
dropped this winter after more than four
months of negotiations during which Carlton E. Morse, author, had worked with
studio staff writers on the film script, and
several of the major characters had taken
tests for film appearances in their air
roles.

flight over

• ATTENTION
• QUICK

MOTION
125

Hyde

—

Screen

Your

Best

Medium!
COMPELLING

SURE

EFFECTS

SERVICE

PICTURE
SERVICE
Iv. KAKSKI,
M{rr.

G.

St., San

Francisco.

BOXOFFICE

Phone

OUdway

CO.
9162
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FILM TAX MEASURE IS KILLED
Proposed Bill Sought Levy
of 1-16 Cent on Each
Foot of Film

STOCKTON-FWC DEAL
IS CONSUMMATED

San Francisco — An annual tax burden
of many thousands of dollars was saved

Los Angeles — Negotiations have been
completed between Jean Wilhoit and Fox

the industry by the action Thursday of the
Sacramento revenue committee of the state

West

Coast executives calling for the circuit to take over the operation of the former’s theatre at Stockton, on a 25-year
lease. Final papers are expected to be
signed this week.
The

assembly
bill.

A unanimous

Francisco — Consolidated Amusements Co., Ltd., operating 14 theatres and

The company’s peak year was in 1930 when
earnings were $405,462, equal to $2.70 a
share.

W. E. Calloway Wed
Los

Angeles — The

wedding

of

Ray

Olmstead,

Levi,

Calloway’s predecessor, was performed Sunday, April 4, with L. J. McCarthy acting as best man, and N. H. Brower
giving the bride away. The pair are on a
short honeymoon and will return to Los
Angeles late this week.

"Republicans" Visit

Los Angeles — Grover Parsons, western
sales manager, and Floyd St. John, California franchise holder for Republic, with
headquarters in San Francisco, were in
town this week, looking things over at the
studio and holding several sales meetings
anent plans for the summer selling season.

New All-Star List
Los Angeles — Distribution of Fanchon
Royer product in the Los Angeles and San
Francisco territories will be handled
through the All Star Exchanges, as the
result of deal between the producers and
George Armand, All Star franchise holder.

APRIL

17

Denver — “The Good Earth,’’ Metro’s film
version of Pearl Buck’s novel, will open in
Denver on April 17 for a week’s roadshow
engagement at the Broadway Theatre.
There will be two shows daily after the
opening night.
NEW

SOUND

AT

PORTLAND

Portland, Ore. — New RCA sound has
been installed at the Bob White Theatre.
BOXOFFICE
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SEATTLE
from

preceding

son, Dick, is booker of short
the Danz Sterling chain.

registered

tax

against

page)

subjects

for

This will be Maxine’s first trip east. The
Gustafson’s handle the books for most of
the theatres and film exchanges in town,
and the vacation will be in the nature of
a rest after their working
income tax statements.

on

everyone’s

J. T. Sheffield is back at his desk. Sheff
has been in Denver for the past nine
months building a couple of exchanges, one
for 20th Century-Fox. and the other noiv
occupied by Sheffield- Republic and Grand
National.
Speaking of buildings, the new Metro
exchange here is near completion and will
be ready for occupancy about April 15.
Elmer Sedin. auditor from the home
fice of RKO. is doing his stuff around
northwest visiting the
land offices.

Seattle

and

HORSES, DOGS WIN IN
COLORADO HOUSE
Denver — The Colorado state house of
representatives by a vote of 33 to 30
passed favorably on the third and final

ofthe

Port-

The emergency clause, which would
have made the bill a law immediately if
it passes the senate and is signed by the
governor, was defeated. It is felt that
the bill itself will meet with defeat in the
state senate.

Radio-Theatres Deal
Los Angeles — The Paramount and Orpheum theatres, here, have made a deal
with radio station KNX
for a swap of
advertising plugs. The station furnishes
the Paramount United Press news dispatches to be read from

Denver Competition
Denver — Arnold Gurtler has left Denver
for New York to secure players and plays
for the 1937 season of his Elitch Gardens
stock

is off the sick list and

of the M-G-M

publicity staff, in town.

theatre

here.

This

means

that

be-

ginning June 12, which is the date scheduled for the theatre’s opening, local motion picture houses can expect strong competition, if one judges by record attendances of past years.

resigned from United Artand is back in Seattle . . .

Roy Peacock, Herndon Edmonds and Pete
Higgins, making a special tour to Port
Angeles . . . Ned Clarke, traveling auditor
for RKO, writing from Holland . . . A1 and
Evelyn Oxtoby spent Easter in Yakima as
guests of Senior Mercy . . . Andy Hervey

the stage in return

for daily air flashes on the current program. The deal with the Orpheum is on
the basis of swapping screen space for air
plugs on the Major Bowes units, which are
featured at the theatre.

back at his desk . . . Tom and Jerry Shearer, back to Portland . . . Junior Mercy,
hosting at the film club . . . Art Huot, film
salesman, has
ists in Denver

indusvarious
is that
to the

reading of the bill legalizing pari-mutuel
betting on horse and dog races. Proponents of the bill succeeded in the last
minute in mustering the votes necessary
for passage.

C. B. Gustafson and his wife, Maxine,
will be missing from Filmrow for about
three weeks. The pair leaves for Chicago
where they will visit with the folks of Gus.

L. J. McGinley
IN DENVER

Howard

E.

Calloway, Warner Brothers exchange manager, to Mrs. Gladys Levi, widow of Newt

’’EARTH"

left, and

Stuhhins, Monogram franchise holders, pose with Miss Dud Forry, booker,
in front of the new Monogram office
m Los Angeles.

(Continued
W.

film

Other assembly bills affecting the
try now are under consideration by
committees, but the general feeling
the legislature will be sympathetic
problems of the industry.

Hawaii Chain Profit
a film exchange in Hawaii, this week reported a net income for 1936 of $315,351,
equal to $2.10 each on 150,000 shares of
preferred stock. This compares with a net
of $243,745 in 1935 and $220,500 for 1934.

vote was

Turner

the proposal to tax all of the film manufactured in or imported into the state
one-sixteenth of a cent per foot.

new theatre will be ready for occupancy about September 1. The deal is understood to have involved about $250,000.

San

in killing the

Doing "Havana"

Hollywood — Paramount has “Havana,”
original story, on the shooting schedule with Dorothy Lamour and Leif Erikson in the featured spots. No director has
been assigned.
an
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Cooperation of Schools
Can Be Made Profitable
By

GERTRUDE

PEARSON

dent will give

New Haven, Conn. — Cooperation with
the school, which has greater possibilities
than most theatre men realize, can be an
effective tool in selling pictures with literary, historic, or scientific backgrounds, such
as the coming “Captains Courageous,” the
recent “Romeo and Juliet” roadshow, the
still current “Maid of Salem,” and many
others.

approved

by

the

same

a national

consideration

as

gERT PIROSH has been assigned to fill
the post in the Fox West Coast booking
department, left vacant when Dave Boyd
was promoted to manage the Cabrillo
Theatre, San Pedro.

if

organization.

So

far, so good. The preview for certain teacher and student-leader groups has
been used by some managers to fairly
good advantage, though the outstanding
productions, which have the approval of
the National Council are those which the
schools are most ready to publicize and
secure patronage for. But the rub comes

in booking the co-feature:
The unusual success of the Shakespearean film in Connecticut especially demonstrates what can be done along these lines.
ac
pic
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fe
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letins publicized the picture widely. Chilnny ature
in
.
dren not only bought a substantial numg
Special Shows on School Holidays
ber of blocks of tickets for their own use,
but took additional tickets to sell at home,
Th
Here it would seem that much more
e
and largely accounted for the excellent
sup
e
could
grosses.
rin be done with special shows on weekten
ends
other days when children atdeand
nt
“Maytime” Gets Glee Club Tieup
wil numbers. For in spite of the
tend in large
l
Admission in groups was also effected in
growth of film insstudy
in the schools, and
ist
tha
t
the cry for more suitable
many first run spots for “Maid of Salem,”
the programs, there
is
hardly
a
theatre
which
is cooperating
by the managements’ distribution of study
guides in the schools, exhibits of stills,
in this respect. In fact, during a recent
and offers of special price inducements the
school vacation of a week, not a single
New Haven house had either a feature or
early part of the week to groups of ten
co-feature suitable for children.
or more students. A school tieup on the
current “Maytime” is being worked from
the glee club angle. Since features as suitable for such tieups and as noteworthy in
quality of production are not common,
however, it would certainly be useful to
exhibitors to know when school cooperation
can be expected.
Previews

for Student-Teacher

Groups

In Bridgeport, where a program of picture appreciation, undertaken a few years
ago under one of the foundations, is considered a part of the regular English
course, Worcester Warren, superintendent,
and other educators have drawn up an
“informal understanding of conditions for
cooperation between public schools and
picture house managers for the promotion
of high type pictures.” Although not formulated, views of other school heads, probably fit in with
1.

The

these. The
derstanding” reads:

management

Bridgeport

will

take

tive of asking the superintendent
proval of the picture.
2.

The

it has
the

main

the

feature

approval

National

will

of such

Council

the

“uninitia-

possibly
high

from

composed
school

the City Council

it seems

advisable,

picture.

With
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of an

English

be

approved
Teachers.

elementary

teacher,
of PTA,

to attend

their approval

and

if
as
If

and

teacher,
a

parent

any

others

a preview

of the

the

but that parents

superinten-

receiving four week’s
pay.

extra pay. San

Fran-

cisco placed second, copping three week’s
Los Angeles drew third place and a

hojius of two week’s pay, while Denver won
fourth place and one extra week’s pay.
Because of the record made hy his disHeineman was
extra trict,
money.
The

next Filmrow

awarded
dance

four week’s

has been set for

May

22 at the Los Angeles Elk’s Club, announces Guy Gunderson, chairman of the
entertainment committee. The affairs will
be open to all Filmites and their friends.
Joe Berg, who recently sold his Metro
Theatre, San Diego, has moved with his
family to San Francisco to open a theatre.
Berg’s daughter, Mina,
soprano with the Sa7i

is the leading
Francisco Civic

Opera.
The

name

of the

Moon

Theatre,

has been changed to the Gaiety,
agers Popkin and Ringer.

here,

by Man-

Local first runs for two Grand National
pictures have been set by Manager Hi Peskay. "Romance aiid Riches,’’ starring Cary
Grant, opened at the Orpheum, April 7.
On the same date, "White
at the Los Angeles.

Legion”

opened

and
Clayton Lynch, Metro manager, is back
from his vacation, during which he visited
Palm Springs and San Francisco.

NEARLY TENTH TRADE
INCOME INTO ADV.

H. J. Swan’s Roosevelt
center, has been closed.

New York — “Out of an estimated boxoffice gross in the United States of between $720,000,000 to $1,000,000,000 annually. about $70,000,000 is spent for advertising,” said Gordon S. White, advertising and publicity director of Educational
Films, in a talk on the scope of motion
picture advertising at the Hunter College
motion picture course here Tuesday.

of their parents’ 60th wedding anniversary
at Blackioell, Okla., Vertise Banner and
Lena Barnider, have been granted two

Of this $70,000,000,

it does not and seems worthy to the manager,
the superintendent will request a committee
a

is no doubt

Bill Heineman’s western division offices
made a clean sweep in the recent Universal
Sales Drive, winning all four of the top
awards. The Salt Lake office finished first,

teachers are becoming increasingly cognizant of the force which better films can
be, and which are those better films. If,
as is undeniable, there are still not enough
topnotchers, there is still room for much
better booking and special planning with
an eye to valuable school cooperation.

for his ap-

organizations

of English

There

AIWCr.lEIILIES

according

to White,

“newspapers and magazine advertising uses
up $58,000,000, bill posting costs $7,500,000,
accessories

In order to be present

weeks

industry,”

White

said.

leave of absence

Theatre,

a

15-

at the celebration

from

Universal.

Phil Dunas, central division sales manager for Columbia, has returned to his
headquarters in Chicago, after spending
several days here.
Norman Alley has been named to succeed
Mervin Freeman as head of the western
division

of

Universal’s

newsreel

depart-

of the
the failure
tractment,
to beuponrenewed.
Alley
was latter’s
formerlyconin

cost $4,500,000.”

“Based on reliable estimates, the $58,000,000 spent by the film industry on newspaper and magazine advertising compares
with $33,000,000 spent by the automotive
industry, $31,000,000 spent by the tobacco
industry, and $25,000,000 spent by the toilet
goods

The 20th Century-Fox inspection room
is being equipped this iveek with five new
Bell-Howell inspection machines. The installation will cost around $2,000.

Universal’s

New

York

newsreel

office.

Emil
been

Umann’s Regina Theatre, subsequent run house on Wilshire Blvd., has
scheduled to open April 21. Regina

will be the second of the five new subsequent run houses to be opened here this
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spring, remaining
construction.

three still being under

Two Grand National features have been
hooked for a double bill at the RKO-Hillstreet and Hollywood Pantages Theatres,
starting April 21. Douglas MacLean’s “231/2
Hours Leave” will have top billing with
B. F. Zeidman’s ‘‘Girl Loves Boy” sharing
the bill.
Ronald Vincent has changed the names
of his two theatres at Laguna Beach, the
Lynn being redubbed the Laguna and the
New Lynn being called the Southcoast.
A new theatre is being built at Arvin,
Cal., by Dick Lemmuchi, Bakersfield exhibitor. As yet unnamed, the new house
will have between 250 and 300 seats and
will be decorated by Nate Smythe.
Three of Republic’s current releases were
screened this week at RKO’s projection
room. They were “Jim Hanvey, Detective,”
“Navy Blues” and “Git Along Little
Dogie.”
Warner Division Manager Jack Brower
is off on a two week tour of his exchange
centers. The first stop was in Salt Lake
City.
Among the visitors; Vincent Russo, Casino, San Diego; Jack Nelson, Fox Nile,
East Bakersfield; Mr. and Mrs. Charles
Gaertner, Simi Valley, Moor Park, and
Earle Strebe, Plaza, Palm Springs; A1
Woods, Chino Theatre, Chino; Jake Dorner. Globe Theatre, San Pedro; Monte
Friend, Montrose Theatre, Montrose; and
Glen Harper, Corona Theatre, Corona.

Bob Lippert of Royalty Films, is on a
business trip to Detroit, Mich. He expects
to return in several weeks.

“Night Key,” Universal’s latest Boris
Karloff starrer, was screened in the projection booth at the exchange, this week.

Jack Berman. Filmrow’s only political
tycoon, won a nomination for councilman
from the ninth district in the local primaries, running the incumbent officer a
close race for top honors.
Here to make his home and build or
buy a theatre, is F. Casey, former exhibittor from Sebastopal and Chico, in northern
California.

Filmrow’s oldest employe, from the
standpoint of service, Betsy Bogard, is taking a few days off frome her duties at
Warner’s booking desk to recover from a
nervous ailment.
Word

was received at the Universal exchange that Ollie Wog, salesman, had been
in an automobile accident near Tempe,
Ariz., and although not injured, would be
delayed for several days while repairs were
made on his car.
Ray Peterson, operator of the Fair Oaks
theatre, Pasadena, returned recently from
a four week tour of New Mexico and Arizona. The exhibitor, with his family, visited many of the vacation spots at Taos,
Santa Fe, Phoenix and Albuquerque.
Ben Fish, United Artists’ western division
(Continued on next page)
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FWC Will Discontinue
All Forms of Giveawaijs
UNIVERSAL EXTENDS
SALES DRIVE A MONTH
New

York — On

the basis of a thorough

reorganization of its studios during the
first year of activity under the new regime
ending April 5, Universal Pictures will extend the previously announced Grainger
Month, which is being celebrated during
April, to include another month of celebration during May.
J. Cheever Cowdin, chairman of the
board, returned to the home office
Wednesday after a flying trip to the
studios to witness filming of five new
productions.

Support for Good
Art Films Exists
New

York — There

is a

motion

picture

public which is “neither herd nor clique,”
observes the New York Times editorially in
supporting the view that there is a place
in films
“The
to point
kind of

for “good art.”
next time a movie producer rises
out that the public gets only the
pictures it wants he can be confronted with Will H. Hays,” the Times observes. “In his annual report our movie
czar asserts that the public wants good

pictures. ‘Films based on the great works
of drama and literature no longer are made
in the resigned expectation that they must
fall at the boxoffice.’ ” As for the low intelligence of the movie audience compared
with the theatre audience, Mr. Hays finds
it is only alleged.
“It should be noted that Mr. Hays speaks
of films based on great works of drama
and literature. In other words, it must
be good art, but also widely accepted art.
This is a point overlooked by producers
who seem to think it must be a choice
between the commercial product and the
arty. There is a public which is neither
herd nor clique.”

Emil Pathe Dead
Paris — Emil

Pathe,

pioneer

motion

Los Angeles — What is believed by southern California exhibitors to be the death
knell for all forms of theatre giveaways
has been sounded here, with the announcement that Fox West Coast will discontinue
its cash and merchandise lures at all theatres within the next two weeks.
The sudden decision to stop using the
boxoffice builders was, according to circuit spokesmen, in no way a result of recent attempts of Long Beach police to outlaw the lures in that city, but is a matter
of policy reached after an extensive survey
of the circuit’s operations.
Among

ture producer, died Monday at Pau. With
his brother, Charles, he originated the
firm of Pathe Freres, famous in the history of the film industry. The company
opened a Jersey City studio in 1908. In
later years the firm became, in the United
States, Pathe Exchange and Pathe Film
Corp. At the time of his death Pathe was
president of the Pathe-Marconi Co. of
Paris, which manufactures radio instruments.

Bank

Nighters

There had been several attempts, led by
prominent independent exhibitors, to get
FWC to drop the coin games, hoping that
such a move would result in a general
decline in their use. The circuit, however, was adamant in its stand not to drop
the games until now.
It is the belief of observant showmen
that nearly all the independents will fall
in line with the Fox move and drop the
coin games and merchandise lures entirely.

MUSIC GROUP NAMES
NEW EXECUTIVE BODY
New

York — The

board

of directors

of

the American Society of Composers, Authors and Publishers on Tuesday voted to
reorganize its executive personnel by setting up an administrative committee, with
E. C. Mills as chairman. Mills for a numAscap.
ber of years has been general manager of
In addition to Mills, the new committee
consists of John G. Paine, formerly chairman of the board of the Music Publishers’
Protective Ass’n, who has resigned to succeed Mills as general manager of Ascap,
Gene Buck, Ascap president; Walter Fischer, Irving Caeser and Louis Bernstein.
Harry

pic-

First

FWC theatres were among the first users
of Bank Night and subsequent games when
they were introduced here several years
ago. Since then they have fostered several
new stunts in this area, among them TenO-Win and car giveaways.

Fox, manager of electrical transcriptions for MPPA for the past five years,

assumes Paine’s
chairman.

EL REY
Sacramento,

former

MARQUEE

post

as

board

BURNS

Cal. — Fire of unknown

or-

igin broke out at the El Rey Theatre here
recently seriously damaging the marquee
before the blaze was extinguished. The
house is a 1600-seater operated by Allen
Lee, well-known local theatre man.
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EISLE, manager of the Gothic Theatre, has gone to California for a vaca-

pRED
tion.

Denver has lost one of its best cashiers.
Madra Huskie of the Jewel Theatre has
moved to California Theatre and we predict it won’t be long before she is in a boxoffice there. She certainly dresses it up.
and knows her business as ivell.

George Paper, who has been on sick
leave for a year, has been put to work as
city manager at Longmont, replacing Mark
Berkheimer, who was moved into Denver
by Fox.
The

managers

of the Huffman and Fox
houses in Denver were guests of Rick Ricketson and Harry Huffman at a dinner at
the Denver Athletic Club. The dinner ivas
in the nature of a celebration of the taking
over of the Huffman houses by Fox. Ricketson, division manager: Huffman, city
manager, and every manager of a house
in the city, all made brief talks.

Ed Maple, producer and roadshower of
sex films, as well as part owner of two
Denver theatres, was in Denver and made
ments
arrange
the Tivoli.
at

for the showing

of “Ecstasy”

An instance of fast selling and booking
was seen ivhen George Kerer of Capital
Film received a print of "Spain in Revolt"
’Wednesday, screeiied it Thursday, aiid on
Friday started it in the Denver, first run.

Burglars entered the Mission Theatre
via a coal chute and took $24 from the
boxoffice.
Walter

Tanner, formerly in the theatre
here, is noiv on the road selling

business
subscriptions

for News-Week.

CONDOR

BUYS RIGHTS

TO "NINE OLD MEN"
New York — Film rights to “Nine Old
Men.” the much-discussed novel about
the U. S. supreme court by Drew Pearson
and Robert Allen, has been bought by
Condor Pictures for immediate production.
Harry J. Rothman, executive member of
the Condor board, signed the agreement
for the rights with David Garrison Berger, New York attorney, who held the
option to the picture rights. Berger will
be associate producer on the picture.
Amedee J. Van Beuren, chairman of the
board of Condor Pictures, said the new
company would make “Nine Old Men” in
such fashion as to “present the supreme
court question to the American people in
a fair, impartial manner.” A
the Hays office for approval.

script is in

Shifting Abroad
New York — A dispatch to the New York
Times reveals the fact that the small German-speaking countries outside the Reich
are becoming a more important outlet for
good American films than the 65,000,000
Germans within Germany’s borders.
American distributors here have discovered that the censor shows a conscious and
obvious preference for American films that
are second-rate and unlikely to appeal to
the public, declares the Times. It is asserted that when a group of American films
is sent up to the censor the worst of the lot
from the standpoint of their appeal to the
public will be released and the remainder
rejected.
The Times reports an announcement
the Fox

Film

Corp.

that

it is syn-

J. B. Melton, owner of the Victory, Center and Colorado theatres, has returned to

chronizing “Girls’ Dormitory”
man at the studios in Rome

into Gerand other

to spend some time on his plantation. He spent about six weeks in Denver.

American concerns are expected
wise with their product.

to do like-

Florida

Robert Garland. Fox theatre booker,
loent to Chicago to attend the funeral of
his mother,
cident.
The

who

Plaza

was

Theatre,

killed in an auto actaken

over

recently

by Dave Cockrill, has boosted its top evening price from a dime to 15 cents.
Roland
Poster

Lutz, manager

of

exchange, has returned
iness trip to New York.

the

Denver

from

a bus-

Employes at the Universal exchange are
having a grand time spending the extra
week’s salary won
sales contest.

in the recent

Universal

The Harry McDonalds of Torrington,
Wyo.. who operate theatres in that state,
have moved to Denver. The Mrs. will do
the booking and Harry will look after the
theatres.
Berlin Tanner is the new manager of the
Rex at Brighton, having been advanced
from assistant by Dave Davis, general
manager of the Atlas theatres. Tanner
succeeds DeForest Swanson, who resigned.
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Los Angeles contributed
recently, among
them

Ask Film Tax

Montgomery , of All-Star Features Distributors, who was seen in deep conversation
with our oivn Armand Cohn. Also L. S.
Sonney, up from the south to visit the
local offices of his Independent Roadshoivs.
It’s a boy at the Barney Greenberg’s,
with congratulations being received.
Phil Zenovitch, manager of Levin’s
Roosevelt Theatre, is workmg up some new
advertising ideas for the ace neighborhood
house.

THREE-WAY HORN IS
NEW SOUND DEVICE
Hollyw^ood — To analyze songs in playbacks, and to aid in recording with proper
balance before the flim is released. Douglas
Shearer, Metro sound engineer, has devised
a new three-way horn. The device strengthens the previously-designed two-way horn
by a third of high frequency.
The

copy should pay the country’s excise film
tax on the prints of 8 pence per foot, which
American companies maintain would be
prohibitive. The recent American threat
to quit the Australian market if an exorbitant tariff is levied on American prints
is not taken seriously in official circles.

was

first used

on

play-

Firefly.”

LOS ANGELES
• Continued

from

preceding

page)

manager, made his first appearance on the
Row recently since he underwent a major
operation at the Cedars of Lebanon Hospital six weeks ago. He looked as good as
ever and said that he’s all ready to gt in
and make up for lost time in the Schaefer
Sales Drive, which is now about half over.

north

KOHNER

Hollywood — Universal signed Marcella
Burke and Frederick Kohner to adapt their
original .story, “Mad About Music,”
Joseph Pasternak will produce.

which

The theatre, a 150-seater, is scheduled to be ready by August 1. Exeter is
of Porterville.

Work is being rushed on Glen Harper’s
new theatre at Fontana so that the spot
will be ready to open June 1. New RCA
sound

equipment and a modern refrigeration plant will be features of the house.
Harper also operates at Corona.
Harry
deserted

Fields, veteran distributor, has
the fihn field for radio ayid has

authored a radio skit titled "Harlem Night
Court" tvhich ivill be released over the NBC
soon, starring Clarence Muse and sponsored
by Sayika Coffee.
The

BURKE.

apparatus
backs from “The

Pease.

sent into the Australian market duty-free,
Australian producers contend that each

SIGNS

visitors
George

Work will be started May 1, at Exeter,
on a new theatre, to be operated by C. E.

Canberra, Australia — With a favorable
eye focused on the mother country, the
New South Wales government has warned
distributors of American films they must
honor the provisions of the film quota act
requiring a quota of British films. While,
at present, American master prints are

UNIVERSAL

several
being

M. L. Markowitz is using independent
first runs to good effect at his Market
Street Marion Davies Theatre.

U. S. Film Outlets

from

gD ATKINS,
operatorwasof in
thetown
Lyricrecently
Theatre in Marysville,
city.
with plans for a new house in the same

Columbia

Theatre,

San

Bernardino,

has been taken over by the Feldstein-Dietrich circuit and will be remodeled and
opened in about a month. The house will
operate on a subsequent run policy with
one Spanish bill a week. The Columbia
has been dark for about six months.
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COVERING

MASSACHUSETTS,

RHODE

ISLAND,

CONNECTICUT,

VERMONT,

NEW

HAMPSHIRE

AND

MAINE

EXCHMGE HEADS, WORKERS CONFER
Scheduled Discussions Are
Concerned With Hour,

Seek Earlier Sunday

Mijers Expounds

Opening
Hartford,

Allied's Triumph

Boston — Abram

F. Myers,

general

coun-

sel for Allied, declared in an article written
especially for the monthly bulletin of the
Independent Exhibitors, Inc., that, “much
of the seemingly unproductive activity of
Allied during the past several years has
been the publicizing of the monopolistic
practices of the Big Eight and the cultivation of public good will.”

Hour

Conn. — Theatre

Wage

owners

made a second attempt to secure a
2:00 o’clock Sunday opejiing instead
of the 5:00, presenting 40,000 votes
secured in lobbies and 1,000 additional votes of business men in the
city. The matter was previously tabled by the ordinance committee of
the commoji council, but theatremen
ask that it be reopened and acted on.

“When on March 16 Governor Langer
of North Dakota approved the Allied Theatre Divorcement Bill thereby making it a
law, he, in effect, wrote a cloud on the
title of every theatre and every share of
theatre stock owned by major producers

Exch
ipon'Grs ows
ershUni
mbge
Mean

and distributors — the Big Eight,” Myers
stated.

of film exchange employes held its second meeting since granting of its charter,
at the Hotel Garde Friday evening. About
20 attended and membership of the unit
was increased.
John F. Gatelee, international organizer
for the International Alliance; Frank Fenton, New England AFL organizer, and a

“Symbol

of Determination”

“While the law is limited in its operation
to North Dakota, it stands as a symbol of
the determination of independent exhibitors to cast off the shackles of the motion
picture trust and as a warning to bankers
and investors who may be called upon to
finance future incursions by the Big Eight

New

Haven — The

newly-organized

union

representative of the teachers’ union spoke.
A final meeting before presentation of demands was scheduled for Friday evening.

into the field of exhibition.”
Myers says, further on: “To the timid
and unimaginative the legislative policy of
Allied has seemed visionary and incapable
of accomplishment. One of the most important results of the outcome in North
Dakota is the rekindling of hope in exhibitor ranks.”

Report Before MPTO
New

Haven — Arthur

Lockwood

of Mid-

dletown and Harold Tabackman of West
reported on the recent MPTOA convention at a regular Connecticut MPTO
meeting at the Hofbrau Haus Tuesday.
The bills to be heard in Hartford and the
labor situation also were discussed.

Haven

New
Boston — A

Tax Commission
special

commission

on

tax-

Demands
conferences

between

discussions concerned the proposed standard wage agreement and uniform working
week that the newly organized American
Federation of Labor affiliate is trying to
have the Hub distributors adopt.
Seek

5 1/2 -Day

Week

It is generally understood that the guild
of shipping and inspection department employes is seeking a five-and-one-half-day
week. Wage demands are in a more uncertain form, with various union members
in apparent doubt as to what wage scale
will be asked. It was stated by one source
that the union would demand $55 per week
for head shippers, $40 for shippers, $35.00
for head inspectresses, and $27.50 for inspectresses.
Whatever the initial requests may be, it
is conceded that they will be but a common meeting point on which distributor
and union representatives can base amicable considerations. The new union, according to one spokesman, has no arbitrary
demands to make. Nor, according to the
same leader, will independent exchanges
be compelled to list at least one shipper
and one inspectress as the head of that
particular department with a resulting
wage increase.
Exchange

ation and public expenditures has been
created by the legislature upon request of
Governor Charles Hurley. Republican Senate Leader Joseph Cotton is chairman.
Other members are Patrick J. Welch,
Thomas Buckley, Norman MacDonald,
Christian Herter and Arthur Burgess. The
commission has been appointed to study
the problems of taxation and the relative
cost of government. Admission taxes and
other levies affecting theatres, killed at
the present session, will no doubt be considered. A similar commission last year
became involved in partisan disputes and
accomplished little.

NEW ENGLAND EDITION Is One of the Seven Sectional
Editions in Which BOXOFFICE Is Published Weekly. The uMiglf
Other Six Editions Are: MIDEAST, CENTRAL, MIDWEST,
WESTERN, SOUTHERN, EASTERN.

Boston — Several

exchange heads and representatives of the
Boston Film Exchange Workers Union were
to have been held this week. The scheduled

Managers

Notified

Major and independent exchange managers received notifications by registered
mail last week that a union committee had
been chosen to submit a working agreement to Boston distributors. The letters,
which were written on AFL stationery, requested that an early date be set for a joint
conference. The letters, signed by Ann
Earley of Paramount, recently elected recording secretary of the few weeks old
union, were generally similar. One read:
“At a meeting of the Boston Film Exchange Workers Union, Local 20450,
American Federation of Labor, a Committee was appointed to submit to the
(Continued on page 52)
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Babies Bring Business Boom
to the New England Territorg
Popular Stunt Begun Some
Time Ago by M. & P.
Theatre Corp.
Boston — Baby

contests,

which

were

in

the familiar three-cornered fixings when
the industry itself was in its infancy, have
been rigged out in new garb by the progressive M. & P. Theatres Corp. and transformed into exploitation giants.
Contest

Draws

Million

Jeon Rogers Visits
Belmont,

Mass. — Jean

Rogers,

Universal

player, is visiting here, her home town.
This is her first visit home since she left
four years ago to enter films by way of a
beauty contest held by Charles R. Rogers.
She expects to spend a week or ten days
in Belmont and Boston before returning.

Boston "Horizon"
Siteleased
Pictures has

Boston — Columbia

the Shubert for a roadshow engagement
of Frank Capra’s “Lost Horizon,” starring
Ronald Colman. Twice daily screenings are
scheduled. The feature is scheduled to
open Tuesday, April 13, to a swanky firstnight audience.

Votes

A baby popularity contest at a New London location assumed the proportions of a
national election, drawing over one million
votes before even the preliminaries were
over. A newspaper advertising manager,
tied in with one episode of recent enactments of the circuit’s patronage coaxer, is
enthusiastically preparing to present the
scheme to the forthcoming New England
Alliance confab of fourth-estaters here.
Baby is grown up but really, my deah, he
doesn’t look a day older.
Here is what a hard-boiled newspaperman had to say as recently as last March
31 about a baby contest put on by Barney
Dobrans, manager of the Crown in New
London, Conn. He is C. J. O’Connor of

GOOD < BAD
USED CHAIRS
UPHOLSTERED

AND

VENEER

The Day, three-center with a sworn circu-

lation of 14,100 each evening, regarded as
one of the most conservative sheets in New
England.

JOE CIFRE, Ihc.

A “Best Promotion”
“Present indications point to one of the
best promotions we have ever been in,”
O’Connor wrote to M. & P. “We approached
this promotion with some misgivings, we
admit, but beginning with the record registration of 240 babies, coming solely from
your theatre promotion and our single advertisement and few stories; right through
the preliminary contest, which brought out
the astounding vote of 1,281,260, the results have been amazing.
“While we undertook this contest for an
advertising promotion, the human interest
angle was so compelling that we felt it
fully deserved the splendid support given
it in our news columns, both in stories and
pictures. The fact that our publisher
thought enough of the contest from a news
angle to publish over 200 babies pictures,
occupying two full pages, is sufficient evidence of its merits from this angle. As
for the advertising, we have 70 columns
of ads, most of which we could not get
through ordinary channels, or solicitation.”
Up in Dover, New Hampshire, where Melvin Morrison staged a similar stunt at the
Strand, Fred Foster of the Dover Democrat
thought enough of the M. & P. promotion
to pen, a few days ago;
“I want to tell you that I think this kind
of promotion work is good for everyone
concerned. The merchants I have talked
with say they like it very much, and I know
(Continued on page 54)
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pHIL BLOOMBERG, operator of theatres
in Salem and Beverly, has returned from
Florida where, among other things, he attended the MPTOA confab.
A local film man is said to have copped
approximately $8,500 on the horses one
afternoon last week.
Walter Murphy has returnd to his duties
at Loew’s State after being with the roadshow engagement of “The Good Earth”
during the first part of its stay at the
Colonial.
A new theatre is reportedly planned for
Buzzards Bay.
Mitzi Green has been appearing at the
Shubert.
Martin J. Mullin and Sam Pinanski, M.
& P. partners, were in Maine last week,
having headed due north after having returned from due south.
Benny Green, concessionaire at the Metropolitan, opened the Eastern Lunch Room
last Monday at the new local bus terminal.
Charles Basson, formerly manager of the
Oriental for M. & P., has gone with the
concern’s equipment house. The Standard
Theatre Supply Co.
Lady Lethem, wife of Sir Gordon Lethem, governor of the Leeward Islands, told
the Boston press last week that the inhabitants of the Seychelles Islands are the
original sitdowners. “They raise cocoanuts,
you know. You plant the cocoanuts and
then sit down. The trees grow, and the
nuts drop off at your feet.”
Mrs. Osa Johnson will he in Boston April
9, 10, and 11 with her latest picture, “Jungle Depths of Borneo,” which will play the
Repertory.
Bert McKenzie indicates that the roadshow booking of “The Good Earth” will
close Sunday, April 11, at the Colonial.
A Gilbert and Sullivan show has been
booked into the legitimate spot for the
next day.
Ann Marsters, pretty Hearst motion picture editor who recently returned from the
coast where she played bits in pictures and
wrote about them, may head toward the
Pacific again on a similar Paramount tieup.
Joe Estes, nationally known publicist,
has been named promotional sales manager
of the Filmack Trailer Co., according to
Irving Mack, Filmack prexy.
Dave Grover, RKO booker and Cinema
Club officer, has been laid up for several
weeks with a sprained back.

Allied Unit Launches
Film Buqing Surveq
New

THIRTY-SEVEN FILMS
GET CENSOR OKAY
Boston — Thirty-seven

motion

pictures

were approved in their entirety, and not a
solitary elimination was ordered, in the
latest list of approved films to be issued
by the Department of Public Safety. “Too
Many Wives,” “Top of the Town” and
“Lost Horizon” were among the features to
be passed.
On an accompanying list of vaudeville
acts, three were banned for Sunday showings, two were modified and four were approved in their original form.

Plans New

Boston — E. M. Loew,

ve-In"
"Dri
head of New Eng-

land’s largest independent theatre circuit,
is planning an open air theatre for automobilist patronage in Lynn. City authorities were prepared last week to lease
Loew some 160,000 square feet of land for
a $4,000 yearly rental, Loew being accorded the right to renew the lease or to purchase the property. Details of a proposed
$40,000 construction, parking 300 cars, are
being considered.
OPERA SUCCEEDS
New

Haven — The

IN NEW

Gilbert

en-

gagement at the Shubert, presenting the
D’Oyly Carte Opera Co., was a success.

survey

to gather

Other

Discussion

Other matters on the agenda for discussion included the proposed industry investigation, the Pettengill bill, divorcement
of exhibition from production, and plans
for the coming national Allied convention.
Delegates to the conference were: Walter
Littlefield, Frank Lydon, Arthur Howard,
Massachusetts; Arthur Price, Jack Whittle,
Maryland; Charles Olive, Washington;
Sidney E. Samuelson, Jack Unger, Frank
Henry, New Jersey; J. B. Fishman, Joseph
F. Reed, Joseph A. Davis, Connecticut.
RKO SUBSIDIARY LOSS
Memorial

and manager of
Supply Co. and
Rear Shutter, is
Street headquarVermont.

The Cinema Club has scheduled its next
meeting for April 21 at the Soldiers and
(Continued on page 51)
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Theatre

Corp.

of Boston, a subsidiary of RKO, reports for
the year ended December 31, 1936, a net
loss of $83,033 after all charges, compared
with a net 1935 loss of $108,100.

Progressive exhibitors everywhere
rely on

GENERAL

REGISTERS

for cash control
In New

England,

they rely on

Capitol to supply and service them

James Boylan, operator of the Grand in
Taunton, is seriously ill.
Edward Comi, owner
the Theatre Service and
inventor of the Simplex
back at his 112 Arlington
ters following a trip into

infor-

mation on film buying from members of
Allied’s eastern unit was unanimously authorized by the delegates to the Allied
regional conference Monday at Hotel
Garde, and a committee appointed therefor. Information obtained will be considered at the national Allied convention in
Milwaukee.
The committee appointed is headed by
Jack Unger of New Jersey and consists also
of Irving Dollinger of New Jersey, Jack
Whittle and Sam Soltz of Maryland, Arthur Howard and Frank Lydon of Massachusetts, Charles Olive and Abe Lichtman
of Washington, and Joseph A. Davis and
Joseph Shulman of Connecticut.

Boston — Keith

HAVEN

& Sullivan

Haven — A

CAPITOL THEATRE SUPPLY COMPANY
NEW ENGLAND ORGANIZATION
NEW ENGLAND EXHIBITORS
28-30 PIEDMONT

STREET

•

BOSTON.

FOR

[

MASS.
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New York ITOA Stand
Hit Bq Allied Unit
Boston— The

New

bulletin announcement

York

ITOA's

“spearhead of a new national association”
has been attacked by the local Allied headquarters as an instance of “colossal effrontery.”

“Congratulate

Accomplishments”

“We

congratulate the New York organization for whatever it may have accomplished for its own members in its own limited locality,” said a spokesman for the
local unit, “but when it attempts to aid
producers and distributors by trying either
to disrupt or weaken the only national organization (Allied) that is really fighting
for independent exhibitors’ rights and existence, it is time to call a spade a spade.”
The statement charged that the ITOA action bordered on “independent treason”
and advised every New England exhibitor
to disregard any “ITOA publications” looking toward the formation of any new national organization.
The Allied outburst is directed mainly
at a recent bulletin of the ITOA which,
according to the Independent Exhibitors,
Inc., “endorses the Neely-Pettengill bill
and casually mentions the nation-wide
support accorded it. It neglects to credit
Allied and the Motion Picture Research
Council for all the work done on this legislation, itneglects to mention that no member or representative of ITOA appeared in
Washington during the protracted senate
and house hearings, and it neglects to mention that one of the staunchest opponents
of the bill on the house committee last
year (Congressman Peyser) came from
New York City.”
“Allied

BRIDGEPORT

recent

that it would be the

Brainchild”

“The bulletin,” according to the local
Allied affiliate, “also praises North Dakota for its work on Allied’s bill for keeping producers out of exhibition but it
neglects to mention that it is Allied’s
brainchild, that it has been financed by
contributions from Allied exhibitors and
that to the best of our knowledge the ITOA
has not volunteered one red cent to the
Allied-Steffes fund.”

QATHERINE PAPE, former chief of staff
at the Globe, has been named assistant
manager. When she was given the rating
as assistant to Manager Samuel Bandamo
she became the first woman to serve as
assistant manager in a local theatre.

DID THIS EVER HAPPEN
TO YOU?

Betty Healy has left the cashier’s office
at the Cameo to go to work in the tax
collector’s office.

fKIS is the story of Manager Harry Botwick of the Portland, Me., State Theatre and, as the saying goes, he is stuck
with it.

The second annual Easter egg hunt of
the Loew-Poli Theatre was staged at
Beardsley Park with nearly 1,000 children
competing. Tickets to the theatre were the

’Twas April Fool’s Day
human form, his identity
ed an ad in the Evening
pigs were wanted at the
grunters were desired. Pig

prizes.
The Loew

house boys are talking about

a baseball team again. They didn’t have
the time to organize last spring, but this
year they’d like to find time enough
at least challejige the New Haven team.

Day Tuttle and Richard Skinner have
taken over the Country Playhouse at Westport.
Chmaware has started at the Bostwick
and silverware has made its appearance at
the Parkway. At the West End feminine
patrons can take their pick of any piece
of glassware in stock.

Pcrokas Building
Thompsonville,

Conn. — Peter

Parokas

has started excavation for the construction of his 980-seat theatre. Chairs, complete booth equipment and screen contracts have been awarded National Theatre Supply, with William Hutchins in
charge. The house will be ready August 15.

Lou Falk Upped
Meriden — Lou

Falk, manager

of the Poll

for more than two years, has been promoted to a New York Loew house, not yet
assigned. Joseph Samartano, of the Pitkin,
Brooklyn, replaces Falk as the Meriden
manager.

No Sunday Advance
Boston — A

bill to advance

to

when a fiend in
unknown, insertExpress. It said
State, that good
owners were told

by a harassed manager that he most emphatically had no use for pigs. Altogether
it made a fine story for the paper.
Perhaps it was just a coincidence that
on that day Bob Burns’ pig was hogging
the “Waikiki Wedding” show at the State.
SRO was reported that night.

MAINE LAWMAKERS
WANT SALES
Portland,

Me. —

Republican-con-

The

trolled senate and house at Augusta seem
bent on passing a 2 per cent general sales
nually.
tax as a means of raising $4,000,000 anAccording to the Gallup poll, sentiment
in Maine is about 3 to 2 against such a
measure. Rather than enact a number
of nuisance taxes, the state government
seems determined to accept a party committee report and pass the tax law about
April 15.
In addition to providing for proposed
appropriations for old age assistance, education equalization and other “new money”
requirements, the committee said adoption
of this and other recommendations by the
legislature would enable the state to reduce by 31/2 mills the present 71/4 general
property tax.

the opening

time of motion picture theatres on Sunday

"Our Holy Father, Pope Pius XI, in His apostolic letter to the Bishop of Padua, on
the occasion of the celebration of the Seventh Centenary of the death of St. Anthony,

two hours, to four o’clock in the afternoon,
has been defeated by a 197 to 156 tally in
the New Hampshire House of Representatives. It had previously been reported favorable out of committee.

m

Conn. Employment Up

m

I

The FIRST and ONLY Film EVER made of Life of ST. ANTHONY

=

Capitalize on Available Church Cooperation

New

Haven — Private

placements

made

by the state and national employment offices of Connecticut continue to increase,
according to the latest U. S. employment
service reports. In Massachusetts a decline
was noted for January.
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TAX

urged

the faithful to study

Timeless —

disciple

of St. Francis.'

NOW BOOKING —

Eternal
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BAY STATE FILM COMPANY

I
^

the life of this great
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Mass. Legislative
Horizon Clearing
Boston — The

legislative horizon

is clear-

ing with Joseph Brennan, MPTO business
manager and industry statehouse skipper,
keeping a close scrutiny on the situation.
The year has been eventful in the number
of adverse measures derailed and sidetracked, and in the lack of such measures
passed.
Action is pending on a bill to allow
stage dancing in theatres on Sunday, on
bills to curtail Beano, and on the Boston
building code bill which would have direct
bearing on theatre and exchange building
and repairing.
The House, also, has overturned an unfavorable committee report on a bill to
restrict the building and use of structures
for the manufacture or sale of inflammable
and explosive material and is reconsidering the matter.

BOSTON
(Continued

from page 49)

Sailors Club, adjoining the film district.
The fraternity plans to take over quarters
of its own within a few months, it is said.
Sam Kimball has reopened Pike Memorial Hall in Cornish, Me.
Joseph and Max Levenson, circuit heads,
have set an “April Shower of Hits” at the
Coolidge Corner in Brookline.
The Bingham
Maine.

has darkened

in Bingham,

Jean Rogers, Universal star, has been
visiting in Boston for the past few weeks.
She was formerly Eleanor Lovegren, who
worked in a Belmont ice cream parlor.
Harry Browning, M. & P. publicity head,
sent her to Hollywood as a result of a

BOSTON

SALESMEN

TOSS REAL PARTY
Boston — Jean

Rogers,

Hollywood

star,

and the film district massed at the Bradford April 2 for the first annual entertainment and dance of the Motion Picture
Salesmen’s Club. President Herman Konnis of Universal and his shadow, also Herman Konnis, were there. Roy Atwell stuttered over. If you knew the signal, you
could get into Room 646 upstairs for a
couple of quick ones. If you didn’t know
the signal, you probably got in anyway. It
was quite a party.
Gloom

to the

Wind

The function was the first annual affair
of the new organization which already has
an enrollment of sixty-two. James Kennedy, former All-American quarterback,
bucked the line for the entertainment committee. The other thirteen on the “eleven”
included Harry O. Worden, Maynard Sickles, Tom Duane, Tom Donaldson, Jack
Gubbins, Rudy Wetter, A1 Fecke, Irving
Shiftman, Harry Goldman, Harry Rosenblatt, Dave Purcell and Harry Goldstein.
Receipts went to charity, and gloom went
out the window.
Local filmdom turned out in a body to
witness, and take part in, the first public
function of the Motion Picture Salesmen’s
Club which was formed as the result of the
meeting of thirteen film salesmen in the
Hub on December 13, 1936.
Konnis

Is President

Herman Konnis of Universal is president
of the fraternity. Thomas Duane, M-G-M,
is vice-president. The treasurer is Harry
Rosenblatt of M-G-M and the secretary,
Samuel Seletsky of Republic. Nate Ross
is sergeant at arms. The board of directors is composed of Jack Davis, Thomas
Donaldson, Harry Goldman, James Kennedy and Harry O. Worden.

Providence Papers
Lower Ballg Bars
Providence — For years known

as a tight

spot in which to break film publicity. Providence papers are finally loosening up,
chiefly due the apparent change in policy
of the News-Tribune, which was recently
taken over by the Annenberg interests.
This paper is adopting a liberal publicity
attitude toward motion pictures. The Annenberg interests also have started a new
tabloid daily, the Rhode Island Star, which
also promises healthy film cooperation.
The conservative, old-line Journal-Bulletin
may have to loosen up to meet this competition.

TWO FILMS GET HIGH
RATING FROM SCHOOL
New

Haven — On

the basis of a perfect

final rating of 95, a film rating sheet prepared by the Sheridan Junior High Motion Picture Council rated “Green Light”
Enter65. plot
Salem”
68 1 /3 and
tainment“Maid
value, basisoftheme,
story,
and
structure, direction, acting, photography
and lighting, settings, costumes, make-up,
dialogue, casting, social value, and name
were all given a score and rating, and the
total divided by three.

May Present Stock
New

Britain — Lester Paul, actor and

rector, and William

di-

Reade, formerly with

a repertory company, may use Warner's
Capitol Theatre for a cooperative community stock venture. The theatre is leased by
Warner’s but kept dark.

beauty contest concident with “Eight Girls
in a Boat” in which she had her first part.
The director was Charles Rogers, and this
may or may not have been the reason for
her name choice.
Lily Pons was in the Hub
day.

the other Fri-

The Capitol Theatre Supply Co. has instal ed a counterweight set in the Lowell
Memorial Auditorium in Lowell.
The annual benefit show of the Theatre
Treasurers’ Club of Boston is to be held
April 23 at the Colonial. Thomas J. Waters,
vice-president of the organization, is chairman of the entertainment committee for
the affair.
Lawrence Tibbett was to have been in
town Thursday.
Joseph Lourie, recently manager of the
Fields Corner for the M. & P. Theatres
Corp., has been appointed resident manager of the Franklin Park Theatre.
“Brother Rat,” Warner foster child, is
holding strong at the Plymouth for its
eighth week.
BOXOFFICE
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Motiograph
Boston

£]XHIBITORS missed the 5,000 Yale students, who were out of town for the
spring vacation, and welcomed their return on Monday.
Inspectresses in the employ of the local
RKO exchange have received an increase
in wages.
National Theatre Supply has sold J.
Dombe, who is building the Brooklawn,
Bridgeport, a stage set, in addition to
other equipment . . . The Riyoli, West
Haven, has installed a new marquee.
The Governor, the Mayor, Lou Weinberg
and L. Plunkett from the New York Columbia office, not to overlook I. H. Rogovin, attended the gala New England premiere of “Lost Horizon,” roadshowing at
E. M. Loew’s, Hartford, at $1.65 top . . .
The College, New Haven, is next.
The C. D. Burbanks of Thompson ville,
in town for the first time in a year or
more.
Jerome Massimino is the new poster
clerk at the Warner exchange office, replacing Sidney Levine, recently promoted
to assistant booker.
Monk Maloney, former manager of the
Poll. New Haven, and now doing a good
job in Worcester, took a busman’s
to visit the theatre here last week.

holiday

Among this week’s rumors: Loew’s may
reopen the Lyric, Bridgeport, late of burlesque renown, as a first run house . . .
The Rialto, Windsor Locks, may drop its
appeal on the recent Bank Night decision.
American Seating will furnish the chairs
for the new Webster Theatre, Hartford,
construction of which has been started by
Maurice Shulman of the Rivoli.
Erie Wright, Loew-Poli publicity director, spent several days in Worcester, overseeing activity on the Plaza, to be reopened April 15, or thereabouts.

—

Kenneth

Sales
Douglass,

Capitol

Theatre Supply head, reports the following Motiograph sales within the past two
weeks: Two-machine installations to
Nathan Yamins for the Capitol in Fall
River; Julius Meyers, Majestic, West
Springfield; E. M. Loew, Court Square,
Springfield; George Husson, Empire, Whitman; W. D. Lord, St. Croix Hall, Calais,
Me., and Standard Theatre
projection room, Boston.

LOEW

S WATERBURY

Meriden

—

“Murder

BOOKS
in the

Equipment’s

NOVELTY
Red

Barn,”

novelty picture and commentator program,
went into Loew’s Poli, Waterbury, on April
7. It is also being contemplated for the
Palace, Meriden, on the 16th.

Leaders
(Continued

from page 47)
for their con-

“At the meeting, Mr. James F. Burke
was designated as their duly authorized
representative to confer with the above
Committee and Management.
“We earnestly hope that the Management will arrange an early date for a
conference.
“Hoping

for a favorable reply, we are.

Yours very truly
James Burke, business manager
Boston Moving Picture Operators
Local 182, was one of the organizers
exchange workers union. He was
business manager of the new AFL
a recent meeting.

”
of the
Union,
of the
elected
unit at

A joint discussion will probably be arranged with the larger distributors, it was
stated by a union leader, while separate
confabs will no doubt be set with other exchange executives whose problems are more
singular.

The Adolph Johnsons, delayed by the
illness of their son, got in 8 days of Florida sunshine, even though they missed the
MPTOA convention and the Connecticutin-Miami social activities.

Francis Gooch, manager of the Columbia Theatre at Bath, is reported ill with
bronchial pneumonia.
With gift awards totaling $2,500, the
Better Homes Exposition pulled heavily
from first run houses and subsequents
alike this week. Attendance approximated
35,000.
A 17-act vaudeville show featured the
Keith’s bill this week. The stage show
played one-a-day during its engagement.
Mrs. Osa Johnson made a personal
appearance at the City Hall here April 6,
screening her new film, “Jungle Depths of
Borneo.” Seats ranged from 50 cents to
$1.50.
A scarlet fever outbreak has hit Brewer,
with the result that public schools have
been closed until the outbreak is checked.
The local Paramount exchanges is gaining in the national Adolph Zukor Jubilee
Drive. It now stands ninth in advance
bookings aiid eleventh in deliveries.
Arthur Jack of the Acme Theatre,
Kennebunk, was in for bookings this week.
Abraham Goodside, owner, donated the
use of the Strand Theatre to the 13 Class
for a series of Sunday meetings, the last

The Clyde Hess’s of Moosup now have
quintuplets . . . baby goats who get their
milk regularly and amuse the film salesmen no end.
John

Hughes’ of the Paramount exchange are
expecting a family increase. Botwick is
manager of the State Theatre; Kellerman
is manager of Keith’s.
Nate Press, assistant manager of the
State, wants it known that exactly a year
ago on April 2 his baby girl was born.

Confer

Managers an agreement
sideration.

^HE race among theatre folk here for
spring babies ended its second lap this
week with Charles Kellerman and Mrs.
Kellerman leading with a four and onehalf day margin over the Harry Botwicks.
A robust 8-lb. boy was born to the Kellermans March 29 at the Maine General
Hospital. On April 2 at 5 p. m. a 7-pound,
6-ounce baby girl was born to the Botwicks
at the same hospital. In both cases mothers and babies are doing excellently and
even the fathers have themselves well
under control. This makes I. Levine, district manager for GN at New Haven, a
very proud grandfather. The third lap will
be made sometime in July when the Lester

of which is to be held April 25. The 13
Class is one of the largest men’s bible study
groups in the country.

Hesse planted a full page Sunday

Register feature on “History Is Made at
Night.” A 15-minute electrical transcription was used on WELI the day before
opening.

Temporarily at least, Manager Harlan
Boucher is making Saturday opening day
for the Empire programs.

Bob Cobe experienced the tragedy of losing his voice for several days last week.

Paramount’s “Waikiki Wedding” opened
to a near-capacity house last Thursday afernoon at the State, and to SRO at night.

In New York on business this week:
Barney Pitkin, Phil Sherman. Holidaying:
Mr. and Mrs. Lou Schaefer. Business took
Ben Lourie to Boston.

Maine merchants fear the result of a
state sales tax but theatre men are confident the new revenue-raising measure
would not affect boxoffice receipts.

Lou Schaefer, Harry Shaw and Ben
Cohen figured prominently in the April
Fool issue of the Journal-Courier.
To
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Phil Schwartz of the Parkway,
(Continued on page 54)

Grade Allen puts herself to sleep,
almost, by reading a bedtime story to
adopted children, while George Burns
listens avidly. They’re in the nursery
of the new home George gave Grade
for Christmas.

OFFERS
New

TWO

FOREIGN

Haven — While

“the

tinued for a second week

FILMS
Golem”

con-

at the Lincoln

Theatre, the Yale Foreign Film Club presented another film program in French.
BOXOFnCE

:: April

10, 1937.

WEEK

THIS

fuse. The mug returned, finally, and it
turned out that he had wanted the dough
for a porterhouse steak.
“What’s eating you?” he demanded of

MEET

WE

Angie, unabashed. “I’d have died if I
hadn’t got that buck, and that would have
been worse. You don’t know my mother,
butAngie,
you do
me.” hand, was a prime
on know
the other
manipulator in one of the most gaga gags
ever played at a local theatre. The gagged
guy was Bill Burton, then advance man for

A. MANEY

ANGELINE

Her real name is Angeline Alice Maney,
but every one knows the attractive assistant publicity manager at the Metropolitan
Theatre in Boston as Angie. Her friends
range from John Boles to the Postal Telegraph boy who came north a while ago
from Mexico. If there is one individual
who can truthfully be called the most popular personality in New England filmdom,
it is this young lady with a yen for collecting dogs, a flair for choosing hats, and
a smile for one and all.
276 Toy

Pooches

Her

collection of minature mutts, perhaps, best reveals the extent of Miss
Maney’s range of acquaintances. No less
than 276 toy pooches fill a cabinet in her
office in the de luxe, 4332-seat Metropolitan. The donors include: Mary Pickford,
Roy Noble, George Raft, Fabien Sevitzky,
Eddie Duchin, Fred Waring, John Boles,
Max Baer, Jane Withers, Rudy Vallee,
Molly Berg, Horace Heidt, Mitzi Green,
Margo, Wallace Beery, Francis Lederer,
Paul Lucas, and the Three Pickens Sisters who chipped in for a single pup. Some
gals in such positions collect autographs;
some experience. Angie’s choice still is
dawgs.
She was born, not too long ago, in Haverhill. Her father is Maurice H. Maney, well
known architect and consulting engineer,
who has effected such construction jobs as
the building of the entire promenade at
Hampton Beach. She attended Notre
Dame Academy and, coming to Dorchester
where she now resides at Paisley Park,
she completed at Dorchester High School
a special three-year business course for
college students in nine months. Angie
seldom wastes any time.
First

a Secretary

Her first position was secretary to the
New England secretary of the Unitarian
Layman’s League. She proudly wears
enough green on St. Patrick’s Day to harness one and all of her present 276 canines,
and her employer remarked more or less
jokingly one day that it had been pretty
broadminded of him to hire her. “It was
pretty broadminded of me to go to work
for you,” Angie shot back.
She was secretary to the owner of the
Massachusetts Bay Steamship Co., and secretary to the manager of a finance company before going to the Metropolitan
Theatre nine years ago as secretary to Bud
Gray, now an advance man for a gentleman known as Major Bowes, said to be
connected in some way with broadcasting.
The assistant publicist then was John McGrail, now censor of stills for Messrs. Hays
and Breen.
Subsequent Met p. a.’s heading her department were Harry Royster, now with
Paramount on the west Coast; Bud Gray,
again; Harry Browning, present exploitation manager for the M. and P. Theatres
Corp.; Floyd Bell, formerly general press
agent for Ringling Brothers-Barnum and
BOXOFFICE

:: AprU

Ray Noble.
Burton was enthused over the fact that
it was up to him to put Noble over at the
Met at a time when the young English
orchestra director had never previously
played an American theatre. This, no
doubt, stimulated him to wire the Metropolitan publicity offices to have all the
city’s radio men on hand when he arrived
in the South Station at 9 o’clock.
“Uuum,
staff
mused.high-pressure stuff,” the Met

10, 1937.

Nobody mentioned Ray Noble to Burton
while he was in town. He’d go out to the
newspapers with his brief case and find
that pix of Buddy Rogers had been substituted for his photos of the Englishman.
He’d managed to get in the plea, “Do you

Bailey and now free lancing in the Hub.
Her latest boss, before Paul Levi took over,
was Gene S. Fox who left Boston about
two months ago to become an assistant
producer for National Screen Service on
the Coast.
More

Grins

Than

Grief

mind if I talk a little business?” and he’d
be shut off with, “We don’t very often do
that here, but make it snappy.” He’d try
daily to get passed into the publicity offices, and he’d always end up by having to
buy a ticket through the theatre. He asked
for a pretty stenographer and was accorded
an Amazon to whom he managed to dictate two letters before firing her.

Here is one publicist, and lady at that,
who thinks that the film biz has more grins
than grief. She made her debut on the air
with Eddie Duchin who was also raised
hereabouts. An announcer handed her a
script and told her she was to open the
program. She did, and that was all there
was to it.

A

She escorted John Boles on a sight-seeing trip around Boston once, and found
that John Boles knew more about the historic points of Boston than she.
She took Paul Lukas to a broadcast, and
tried to soothe him into his debonair self
before the show went on the air. As the
elevator ascended to the radio studio, Angie
thought of the word Lukas had been fumbling for to express in his air appearance.
Angie, next, forgot the word.
An

Episode

She

Remembers

She remembers, though, an episode concerning a local theatre artist who, in the
true artistic spirit, generally managed to
wind up with his money gone like the wind.
In order to teach the buckeroo better,
those around the Met generally tightened
up on loans. But when the fellow burst
into the office one day, saying that he had
just received word his mother was dead
and that he had to have a buck for taxi
fare to South

FOR

EXHIBITORS

THE SAVOY
BETWEEN
Three

DARTMOUTH

STREET

WHEN

nearby — Cars

ALL WITH

Excellent New

SPECIAL

WEEKLY

called

and

England

for

Food

IN BOSTON

& MASSACHUSETTS

Suites for families of four; parlor, two bedrooms,
Double rooms — $2.50, $3.00, $3.50, $4.00 a day

Garage

Episode

455 Columbus Ave.
Boston, Mass.

Six minutes’ walk from film district
minutes from all Back Bay Stations. Elevated bus
Transfers to all parts of Boston and suburbs.

150 ROOMS,

Book

cops and sirened post dispatch in the direction of the hoosegow!
“I haven’t any idea who’s to blame for
that,” Angie Maney says.

Boston, Angie couldn’t re-

HEADQUARTERS

Campaign

When Bill Burton left Boston, though,
still good-natured even though he had been
ribbed pretty close to the raw, he was presented with a campaign book showing one
of the most comprehensive spreads of exploitation ever given an attraction at the
New England show place. The story was
that Angie and the others had paid for
their fun by working late at night after
Burton had left for his hotel. Together
with the campaign book, Angie gave Burton a present from the staff. It was the
first time the Met advertising department
ever gave an advance man a gift.
Perhaps that so mellowed Burton that he
was rash enough to wire ahead the second
time he visited Boston. He was picked up
at the same South Station by a couple of

AVENUE
line

by

door.

BATH
bath — $4.00, $5.00, $6.00 a day.
Siuffle rooms — $2.00, $2.50 a day

RATES

delivered.

Rate

50c

for

24

hours.

Served in the Savoy Cafe

Club Breakfast 15c to 65c
Luncheons
2.5c to 50c
Dinners 50c, 75c, $1.00
GEORGE
E. CLARK,

Also a la carte menu
No License Dining Room
No room service charge
Manager
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EDUCATOR ADVOCATES
SOUND MOTION FILMS

PROVIDENCE
APPARENTLY

discouraged in its battle
in
the WCTU
against Demon Rum
Rhode Island has decided to bend its efforts along other lines. At the annual

New

York — “There

is a

great

deal

of

truth in the old Chinese proverb that ‘one
picture is worth a thousand words,’ ” said
Dr. H. A. Gray, research associate, Erpi
Picture

Consultants, in advocating the application of modern teaching aids, particularly educational sound motion pictures,
address to the students of the New

meeting of the state units of the organization held here April 2, largest gathering of
the White Ribboners in years, resolutions
were passed condemning gambling and its
licensing in any form, expanded budgets
for military forces and compulsory military

York University motion picture course
last week. He said that sound films,

training in schools and colleges. Also —
and this of interest to theatre men— a resolution requesting an early hearing and
consideration of bills now in Congress regulating motion pictures “to protect our
children and youth, as well as our own
good name abroad against the low moral
character of movies detrimental to the best

knowing no geographic or political boundaries, can “bring the world, so to speak,
to the individual learner.”
The wealthiest of colleges and universities are restricted in the number of learning experiences they can provide by the
cost and space requirements of necessary
faculty, apparatus and supplies, according

training

of home,

school

and

church.”

is displaying in its inner
lobby samples of new upholstered seats
such as will shortly be installed in the
house.
RKO-Albee

Police have found

no clues to date on the

safe-cracking job done at the
tre, Attlesboro, last month.
bert McEvoy, to spur action
came out with a $50 reward
but it’s an on-the-level offer,
Fool stunt.
Ted

Rosenblatt

has

Union TheaManager Alon the case,
offer April 1,

just installed

Bailey Set to Build
Bailey

has

set up

a large sign on his recently-acquired Westville property, at the corner of Blake and
Whalley, announcing the plot as the site
of the new Westville Theatre, and advertising stores for rent. Plans have been
drawn, and it is reported construction will
proceed at once.

More "Earth'' Dates
New

York — Announcement

world’s outstanding scholars, finest laboratories and the most advanced scientific
thought,” he said, and “this can be done
for a relatively small pittance when compared to the tremendous investments in
human and material resources involved in

of 19 addi-

tional roadshow bookings for “The Good
Earth” brings the total two-a-day dates
for the film to 60. The new dates, extending from April 7 to May 4, cover
theatres in California, Arizona, Washington, Ohio, Pennsylvania, Virginia, Indiana,
Oklahoma, Wisconsin and Canada.

Fanless "Fanner" Not
Dancer, Either
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we have sold more papers because of it.
I hope you will continue to make the Baby
Contest an annual affair for many years
not?
to And
come why
...”
“It’s tremendous,”

one M. & P. remarked

conservatively, speaking of ballyhoo’s trend
toward capitalizing upon infancy. “Some
people are already preparing to have babies
next year in order to enter them in our
The

angles

contests.”

on

this

stunt

are

many

and

variable. It's the lact that the rejuvenated
model of the old biz is clicking so strongly

in New England that it's startling. M. & P.
is preparing to inaugurate it in other spots.
History is being written with baby carriage
wheels.

A baby contest may be a beauty contest,
with the populace voting by numbers for
unnamed pictures and therefore saving
losing parents possible embarrassment, or
it can be a regular popularity race.
How

Scheme

Works

scheme, briefly, is to tie in merchants and a daily newspaper, the theatre
having the final say on any problems that
may arise. The merchants come in on a
prorated basis, each one paying his share
of the newspaper ads, theatre trailer,
heralds, newspaper cuts, ballots, and each

NEW

HAVEN

(Continued
Bridgeport,

add

from

Jack

page

52)

of the West

End

on

the expectant daddy list ... At the Lamperts in Taftville the third baby is a boy.
Earl Wright says she was no lady . . .
the one who with unsteady eye steered
right into his fenders last week. And she
bawled him out!
Jay MacFarland, in town this week in
the interests of National Screen Service.
Loew’s College Theatre reinstates a Saturday Kiddie Revue from the stage of the
house, beginning Saturday at 1:00 p. m.
The revue will be conducted by James
Milne, studio manager of WELI, and will
be broadcast over this station regularly as
the Poli Kiddie Revue.
I. J. Hoffman

is in the New

York

office

substituting for Joseph Bernhard, president and general manager of Warner Theatre operations during
of a month in Europe.

DECORATING

donating a prize. Tieups are fundamental.
A furniture store, for instance, wants to
sell cribs and the like. A drug store has a
message of medicines. Even an ice company is a natural, the gag being that, inasmuch as ice keeps food fresh, health
rides with the iceman.
A photographer should be simple to obtain, both because of advertising possibilities and of the chances he has of selling
extra pix to fond
spring.

JOB

TO

FIORI

through

of hopeful

good for one vote. This will mean that
many parents attending the theatre with
their progeny will go for the higher price
in order to get another vote. Each edition
of the cooperating newspaper should carry
a one-vote ballot. Other ballots, for 10 or
20 or so votes according to the amount of
the individual purchase, will come from
merchants. The various 10 or 20 vote ballots, etc., should

be printed

on

DISTRIBUTING

different

Mod-

Strategically situated ballot boxes, located
only at the theatre, will bring the public into
lobbies, as heralds, stuffed in bundles of
everything

from

diapers

to radio

MOVIEGOER

Worcester — Loew’s Poli here has been
added to the list of Loew-Poli houses now
distributing the Loew’s Moviegoer. Hartford
and Waterbury will use the publication at
a later date.

tubes,

will

bring the contest into potential patrons' very
homes. There are angles to this thing, as
Manager Barney Dobrans of the
New London observed in making

WORCESTER

off-

colored paper in order to facilitate counting. Special triple-vote days will build up
theatre intakes on the weaker days of the
week.

New London, Conn. — Vincent Fieri will
redecorate the Lyceum Theatre, old legit
house which has been acquired by Lou
Anger of Bridgeport and Sal Adorno of
Middletown. Fieri works
ern Theatre Equipment.

parents

As for the ballots, each adult theatre
ticket should be accompanied by a ballot

the latter’s absence

Hollywood — 20th-Fox announces
that June Brewster will play the role
of a fan dancer in “Escape From
Love,” with the exception that she
will not use fans, nor will she do a
fan dance in the picture. Otherwise,
she will be a fan dancer.

(Continued

The

the whole.”

two

Fays has an all-colored revue on its
stage this week which judging from opening day and weekend business is likely to
hang up a house record.

Haven — Maurice

to Dr. Gray. “Obviously the sound film
can transcend these difficulties and make
available to all students the facilities of the

not an April

projection machines and within a few days
work will start on an air-conditioning system for his Community Theatre in Centredale.

New

in an

Babies Boom Business

to the home

Crown in
his report

office.

“Our lobbies have been mobbed daily
with doting mothers and admiring friends
who

have

come

to witness

the display

of

babies we have set up,” Barney wrote.
Picture displays will probably do, too.
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COVERING

MICHIGAN.

OHIO,

KENTUCKY,

WEST

VIRGINIA

AND

WESTERN

PENNSYLVANIA

BIENNIAL REFERENDUM SOUGHT
Amendment to Sunday
Show Bill Allows
Earlier Vote

Ira H. Cohn Heads
Fund Drive

Ohio Anti-Giveaway
Measure Yielding
Cleveland — Back

from

Columbus

follow-

ing a hearing last Wednesday by the house
judiciary committee on Bill No. 348 designed to render illegal all forms of giveaways, local exhibitors were confident that
the bill will never be reported out of committee. A strong delegation of Bank Night
users from Cleveland, Kenton, Toledo,
Youngstown and other towns of Ohio attended the hearing which was held over
for a possible future date.
Ernest Schwartz of Cleveland, president
of the Cleveland Motion Picture Exhibitors Ass’n, pointed out to the committee
that Ohio has a lottery law on the statutes
that the proposed bill is only a duplication and hence entirely unnecessary, and
that Bank Night, as properly conducted, is
not a lottery. Schwartz further pointed out
that police departments of the cities of
Ohio are empowered to handle situations
where Bank Night is being illegally conducted without enactment of further legislation.
It is understood that Schwartz’s testimony killed whatever interest the committee might previously have had in the bill.

NEW WILMERDING
HOUSE PROGRESSING
Pittsburgh

— Rapid

progress

is being

made

on the new Wilmerding theatre occupying the Faller Bldg. The house will be
known as the Wilmer Theatre and will
be opened around May 15.
John Jaffurs and sons, operators of the
enterprise, announced this week that they
had sold their Central Cafeteria, Wilkinsburg, and that they will devote all their
time to the theatre at Wilmerding.

Pittsburgh

SOUTHERN,

H.

Cohn,

20th-

Pittsburgh — Exhibitors

All funds will go to the Will Rogers Memorial Hospital where the
sick and needy of stage and screen
are taken care of. Exhibitors who
agree to observe the week by taking
up a collection at the theatre will be
forwarded a special all-star trailer,
and a scroll with Will Rogers’ photo
will be presented to the theatre.
Where the exhibitor does not favor
taking the collection he may participate by contributing on his own.

Employes’

A

W. Trendle,

pres-

ident and general manager of United Detroit Theatres, Paramount subsidiary here,
and Lew Wisper, of Wisper and Wetsman
Theatres, both back from Florida, a brief
conference was held last week on the proposed booking amalgamation of the two
circuits. However, neither group would discuss what occurred.
It was learned, nevertheless, that thus
far the subject is merely in the early discussion stage, and that many points on
both sides have to be ironed out before
actual negotiations can go forward.

Shangri-La

EASTERN.

HYDE.

2125

127

Bill

Signed

amend

Feldman

of the

local

a complete unit show at the local Stanley’
Theatre for the week of June 4. The offer
was accepted. Another Major Bowes unit
show will open at the Stanley for the week
of April 28.

12805

KLINGENSMITH,
D. RICH,

Day

Warner Bros, theatre circuit appeared as a
guest speaker on the Wilkens Amateur
Hour last Sunday, a weekly WJAS feature,
offering the sponsor a proposal to present

set, prepared

LOEB,

Rest

bill in the house would

Signs Amateur Show

for the Columbia film version of “Lost
Horizon,” was exhibited this week here in
miniature at the Detroit and Michigan Exposition held at Convention Hall.

ELSIE

new

Pittsburgh — Joe

Show Shangri-La Set .
Detroit — The

in

the “Employment Agent Law,” by further
defining the meaning of theatrical managers, exempting certain organizations from
license requirements, and restricting foreign theatrical employment agencies. Introduced by Messrs. McGee and Walsh,
house bill No. 2066 has been referred to
the committee on judiciary special.
Gov. Earle has signed the bill requiring
theatres to give their employes at least
one day’s rest each week. The bill was
sponsored by Representative John Yourishin of Luzerne county.

Talk a Booking Tie
George

operate

A blow was delivered to the hopes of supporters of the bill to legalize betting on
horse racing when David L. Lawrence, secretary of the Commonwealth and Democratic state chairman, issued a statement
flatly opposing the measure.

UDTandW&WHeads
Detroit — With

who

communities where the Sunday show issue
was defeated at the polls rallied this week
in support of the Sunday show amendment
act, Pennsylvania house bill No. 2039,
which would permit a vote on the question
every two years instead of five years, as
provided in the present law.
Introduced by Representative McElroy
through the efforts of the MPTO of W.
Pa., Inc., this measure, if passed, would
permit a new Sunday movie referendum
at the fall election of this year.

observed the week of April 30. Theatres are now being lined up to participate in the enterprise.

MIDEAST EDITION Is One of the Seven Sectional Editions
in Which BOXOFFICE Is Published Weekly. The Other
Six Editions Are: NEW ENGLAND, CENTRAL, MIDWEST,
WESTERN,

— Ira

Fox branch manager, is local chairman for the annual Will Rogers
Memorial Fund drive which will be
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Pittsburgh Area Is Enviablg
Free of Inter-Industrg Warfare
Careful Thinking and
Mutual Regard
Is Key
By ROBT.

a

F. KLINGENSMITH

Pittsburgh is not a “sucker” territory in
the motion picture industry.
With inter-industry troubles reported
elsewhere in the trade, there are no evidences of provoking problems facing the
distributor factions in the area serviced
with film from Pittsburgh.
Not that there are no personal and policy differences. There are — always have
been — and what is more to the point, these
“squabbles” will continue to be: This is
the age-old problem of bargaining.
Not

Easily

“Ballyhooed”

But the Pittsburgh film industry does
not subscribe to all the ballyhooed fights
and calamity promotions which make their
appearances quite frequently in numerous
of the other film trade areas.
For the most part, the Pittsburgh trade
has long since discovered that no good can
come of constant bickering and aggravated
war-dancing. The exhibiting industry was
sort of cradled here and many of this territory’s theatre owners are veterans in this
field and many more have been schooled
under “the old originals” here. The local
distributing branches, with few exceptions,
are managed by executives of many years
service, and the various sales organizations are composed of other veterans in
both the exhibiting and distributing fields.
Those representing the film companies
know their territory and their exhibitor
“accounts.” They are friends. They know
each other’s problems. They strike their
bargains and close their deals with a minimum of name-calling. And a deal’s a deal.
Distributors assist their “accounts” in
every possible manner, cooperating in
booking, exploitation, etc. There are, to be
sure, examples of “chiseling” and “taking
advantage of the other fellow” that may
be scored against both distributors and exhibitors, but these cases are infrequently
reported.
Reflection

and Solution

Rebellious minority sentiments are agitated at intervals but serious cogitation reflects the folly or falseness presented and
the acuteness soon passes. Before long the
“problem” has ceased to be and the “danger” is averted. Elsewhere in the trade,
as you read in the various periodicals, the
motion picture industry is inevitably the
vortex of strife and labor vexations. Pittsburgh exhibitors have faced these issues in
years past; they are experienced in these
problems and their eventual solutions.
Distributor oppression is not unknown
here, but it is believed by many of the
local industry leaders that the general setup in this territory is the most satisfactory in the country. There are many evi56

dences to substantiate the statement that
there is less inter-industry trouble here
than elsewhere, and that independent exhibitors here are favored with better conditions than can be found in any other section of the country. One of these, and the
most important, because it is documentary
evidence, is a 500-page book issued by the
United States government printing office
for use of the committee on interstate and
foreign commerce. This publication is a
record of the hearing before a subcommittee of the committee on interstate and foreign commerce, House of Representatives,
74th Congress, on “bills to prohibit and to
prevent the trade practices known as ‘compulsory block-booking’ and ‘blind selling’
in the leasing of motion picture films in
interstate and foreign commerce.” “Strangulation” measures, in evidence elsewhere,
are little known here, the government’s
“hearing” publication shows.
Exhibitors from other film areas visiting here seem to marvel at local trade conditions and invariably make comparisons
of clearance, zoning, product-splits, admission scales, labor, affiliated theatres, competitive situations, etc.
A Satisfied

Neither exhibitor nor distributor is
“tougher” here than in other parts of the
country, but it is very likely that each has
much higher respect for the other than
elsewhere. There is not an exhibitor problem here that is not likewise a distributor
problem. Give and take is practiced in
the local trade.

WB WILL BUILD NEW
CLEVELAND DELUXER
Warner

chain,

^^ARREN SLEE, M-G-M exploiteer, now
head over heels in work on “The Good
Earth,” certainly pulled them in to Hudson’s pet shop last week with his Siamese
cat exhibit. The stunt resulted in big Sunday display copy for the picture and the
number one store of Detroit was so
pleased with the crowds that they asked
for a hold-over week on the display . . .
Incidentally, Warren is a “synthetic”
grand-pappy again. One of the cats is the
proud mother of six youngsters, born last
week.
Allen Usher, new Paramount division
manager headquartering in Chicago, visited
here last week with Johnny Howard.
The Detroit Times Junior Garden Party
tieup which Joe LaRose engineered for
his Eastown Theatre resulted in plenty of
free space in the Times about the 1,500
kids that jammed the house to attend the
program.

Area

As a sort of checkmate on this, local
members of the industry who travel afar
and look over the field elsewhere, return
here with the same story, that they’re glad
to be in business in the Pittsburgh territory.

Cleveland — The

ID) IE T R O III T

accord-

ing to local building reports, will build a
new theatre in Shaker Square, in the heart
of the Shaker Square shopping district.
Location for a theatre was provided when
the Square was laid out ten years ago, but
the theatre was never built.
The project, according to the report, will
cost about $450,000. John Eberson, theatre
architect of New York, is designing plans
which will be submitted to local contractors for bids within the next few weeks.
The new theatre will be called the Shaker
Square, and will conform in style to the
surrounding architecture.
It has been reported that associated with
Warner Bros, in construction of this new
house are Samuel Horwitz, local attorney,
and W. N. Skirball, circuit owner. Skirball,
however, denies his present connection with
the proposition.

No foolin’, April 1 was Marybelle Brock’s
birthday. She’s Frank Downey s capable
secretary at Metro.
Schneider’s Night Club, largest and most
attractive beer garden in Michigan, was
completely destroyed by fire Monday
morning. The blaze which gutted the 2,000-seat joy palace attracted thousands on
their way to work.
The prizes for the Film Bowling League
are now on display in the film exchange
drug store window.
The salesmen. Head Booker Johnny
Dombeck, Exploiteer Warren Slee, and Office Manager Gil Becker, all capable aids
of Leo of M-G-M, are busily preparing
for that convention to be held May 2 to
8 at the Ambassador Hotel, Los Angeles.
They’ll be gone two weeks.
Bill Turnbull, formerly of the home office sales promotion department, has been
promoted to manager of the local store
of National Theatre Supply.
(Continued on page 58)

If it is All-Spanish Talking Features
— Made in Mexico, write
or wire

Latin-American Film Exchange
405 N. Flores St.

San Antonio, Tex.

Distributors for Azteca

Films Dist.

Co., Largest Distributors
United States.
Ask

Any

Exhibitor

in Texas
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E. E. BAIR INVITES
BLIND AS GUESTS
Cleveland — E. E. Bair, manager

of the

Windameer Theatre, is the first local exhibitor to respond to an article recently
published in Boxoffice urging exhibitor
cooperation with the blind.
Manager Bair last week incorporated a
house policy of admitting free any blind
person when accompanied by a guide purchasing one admission. In order to protect
those who are deserving of this service.
Manager Bair suggests the use of Identification cards which are given out by the
blind societies. There is no restriction as
to days on which this service is available,
but it is suggested that attendance in midweek will relieve the blind of getting into
crowds, and will assure better seats.
Another service instituted by Bair is to
welcome wheel chair convalescents who are
inmates of the nearby St. Lukes Hospital.
DON

D'CARLO

Pittsburgh — Don

WILL MOVE
D’Carlo,

theatrical

agent, will remove his office on April 1
from the Aronson to the State Theatre
Bldg. D’Carlo, who books amateur and
professional talent for theatres and night
clubs, is handling around 500 acts weekly.
"FAST

TIME”

FOR

Pittsburgh — Mayor

PITTSBURGH
Cornelius

this week issued the annual
ing time proclamation, “fast
Sunday, April 25, and to end
Daylight saving time has
here for the past 20 years.

D. Scully

daylight savtime” to start
September 26.
been observed

REPUBLIC

Rewritten Detroit Theatre
Ordinance Awaits Action
Detroit — The

J^AVE KIMELMAN, Harry Kalmine, John
H. Harris, George Bronson and Robert
S. Coyle were among the locals who were
in New York last week to attend the testimonial dinner given in honor of Adolph
Zukor.

Many

George W. Weeks, general sales manager for GB, was a visitor here last week to
screen "Silent Barriers.”

James McGrath jr., president of the Entertainment Managers’ Ass’n of Pittsburgh,
was in Harrisburg last week to attend a
banquet in honor of Lieut.-Gov. Thomas
Kennedy with whom he has been associated on the advisory board of the AFL for
eight years.
Walt Thomas announces that Acme Distributing Co. of Pittsburgh has been authorized by Rational Screen Service and
National Screen Accessory Co. to handle

(Continued on page 60)

presents

proposed

city ordinance

regulating attendance of children in theatres has been re-written entirely to the
satisfaction of Detroit theatre owners. The
result is a complete victory for H. M.
Richey, general manager of Allied Theatres, who has fought many objectionable
parts that have been included in past
drafts of the bill. Should it be passed as
it now stands it will not work hardships
on any theatre owners.
Groups

Participate

The changes were made last weekend
following a conference between Richey,
Commissioner of Police Heinrich Pickert,
attorneys for the city, and various members of the following groups: Motion Picture Council of Detroit, Catholic Women’s
Associations, Youth’s Foundation, ParentTeacher Associations, and other similar organizations.
The main addition is that parents and
guardians will be liable for the presence
of children in theatres after the regulation hours. Previously the theatre owner
was held entirely liable. The age limit for
children not to be admitted after 7 p. m.
(Continued on page 59)

Mr. Exhibitor:
Instead of Giving — it's your turn to
receive . . . This Philco Radiobar absolutely free . . . Look what an extra date
may bring you . . . DOUBLE

COUPONS

DURING

FREE GIFT

APRIL.

This Is Republic's Gift to The Exhibitor
in connection with the 18th Annual Drive

in Honor of JAS. H. ALEXANDER.
— Coming — -

"THE HIT PARADE"

REPUBLIC PICTURES CORP.
OF PITTSBURGH
1701 BLVD. OF THE ALLIES
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Akron Independents
Keep Availabilih] Policy
Akron — The

Akron

Independent

Motion

Picture Exhibitors Ass’n met last week to
discuss availability dates for subsequent
run houses, with the idea of establishing
availability based on admission price.
Present availability is based on seating
capacity. After a lengthy discussion, it was
voted to maintain the present policy which
provides an availability of 42 days for all
houses, regardless of admission price, excepting only the ten cent houses.
The opposition to this policy proposed
the following availability policy; 25-cent
houses, 28 days; 20-cent houses, 42 days;
15-cent houses, 56 days. This policy was
sponsored by J. G. Deetjen, secretary of
the association. Robert E. Menches, former president, led the opposition.
Another matter of vital interest to the
organization was passage of a motion to
prepare and present to the law director
of Akron a suitable ordinance to prevent
further theatre construction.
Ploenes

Succeeds

Menches

Robert Menches, who has been president of the Akron Independent Motion

MR

and Mrs. Chris Pfister of the Mayflower, Troy, motored up to Chicago
this week. The Pfisters are planning to
attend the international convention of
Rotarians, of which Phister is a former
president, and which will be held in Paris,
France.
Paramount’s Joe Oulahan returned via
plane from a territorial jaunt, experienced a scare and was compelled to resort to his strap on a rough return voyage.
Charles Behlen,
eral theatres in
and Stanford, is
for an extended
coast.

popular owner of sevNicholasville, Lancaster
leaving with his family
vacation on the west

Col. Arthur Frudenfeld reported several
changes in managership of RKO theatres
this week, when Manny Shure, pilot of the

Picture Exhibitors Ass’n for the past seven
years, was succeeded to that office in the
recent annual election of officers by A1
Ploenes, manager of the Orpheum Theatre
and associate of A. P. Botzum.
Other officers for the coming year are:
Robert Menches, first vice-president:
Charles Stalder, second vice-president, and
J. G. Deetjen, secretary.

RKO Albee, resigned to manage “Easy
Aces.” Joe Alexander, former manager of
the Palace, teas shifted to the Albee. Irwin
Bock was moved from the Capitol to manage the Palace, and Norman Lenz, Paramount’s assistant manager, took over management of the Capitol. Jim Geers was
moved over from the Orpheum to take

Fire at Lansing

Maury White announces he will close
his Riverdale, recently acquired at Dayton,
O., for a general overhauling and renovating, reopening the house in mid-April.
White is also installing a new marquee

Lansing,

Ohio — Fires two

hours

apart in

the Lansing Theatre’s projection room Saturday routed audiences twice and burned
Raymond Shields, operator.

A Detroit Guarantee
Against Sitdowns
Detroit — Assuming

jurisdiction

of

the local film exchange employes’
union assertedly upon advice from
lATSE headquarters, Roger Kennedy,
business agent of the projectionists’
union, told more than 100 exchange
workers assembled this week for a
meeting that “no sitdown strikes will
be tolerated” in local distributor offices.
Hearing that home office operation
heads will negotiate with lATSE in
New York for all exchange centers
having unions, the local union members voted unanimously to stand back
of Kennedy and thus guarantee no
sitdown strikes. D. F. Erskine remains
as AFL organizer of the group, working out of Kennedy’s office.
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Lenz’s position as assista7it to Joe Goetz
at the Paramount.

in his popular suburban
lywood.

house. The

Hol-

Lee Goldberg, president of Big Features
Rights Exchariges in Indianapolis, Cincmnati and Louisville, has closed with Robert Savini, head of the Atlantic Pictures
Corp., for exclusive distribution m Ohio,
Kentucky and Indiana of four reissues of
United Artists features.
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph W. Bohn of BF
Indianapolis exchange were visitors in
Cincy over the weekend. Other visitors were
Ben Kalmenson, Warner district manager,
and Sol Bragin, Charley Albert and Jimmy
Partlow of Warner theatres department:
Mrs. P. Semelroth of Semelroth circuit,
from Dayton: Mr. and Mrs. Oscar Binder,
Rising Sun, Ind., and Lester Coleman,
Paramount HO representative.
W. G. Mills has reopened his Mills Theatre, W. Huntington, closed since the flood.
Jim Wilson is also reopening his Riverside, at Cincy, closed since January, and
W. R. Sacker is reopening the Liberty at
Lawrenceberg , Ind.

FINAL ACTION

DUE

FOR SCHREIBER-UDT
Detroit — Final action on a stay of pro-

ceedings of the permanent injunction
granted George W. Trendle against the use
of Screeno by Jake Schreiber in his Colonial Theatre was scheduled for this week
by the supreme court in Lansing. Herman
S. Schmier, new attorney for Schreiber,
last week obtained a temporary stay from
the supreme court, thereby permitting
Schreiber to continue the game.
No matter what the outcome of this particular case, all other houses in the city
operating Screeno may continue to do so,
Charles Powell, local distributor, claimed
this week.
“This case affects the Colonial Theatre
only,” said Powell. “All other houses using
Skillful Screeno may continue to do so.”
In addition to Schmier, who has entered
the case for Schreiber, Sidney J. Karbel
has been retained as co-counsel. Meurer
and Meurer, who brought the case to court
for Trendle, and Morris Garvet, who assisted them, remain as the United Detroit
Theatres head’s attorneys.

DETROIT
(Continued

from page 56)

Howard Donaldson, former branch manager of Ross Checking Service, died here
last week.
The RKO boys were hosts at a swell
luncheon this week at the Variety Club.
“Ecstasy,” distributed by Excellent, continues “to pull ’em in” to the Downtown
Theatre, and from present indications it
may even go more than the fifth week.
Jack Flynn, Metro division manager,
back from his sojourn to Florida.

is

Romance comes in bunches at Universal.
Gene Alexander, assistant booker, married
his Chicago “light of his life” last week
and was to be presented this week with a
chest of silver from the employes . . . Elsie
Burmeister, inspectress, was to have been
married this week. She will find a wedding
gift from the office upon her return.
Frank Doioney, M-G-M
ger, is vacationing in New

resident manaYork.

Edmund C. Shields of Lansing, vicepresident of Butterfield Theatres, was a
successful candidate for the regency of the
University
of Michigan
election.

at Monday’s

state

Frank Jene, Warner office manager, was
confined to his home this week because of
illness.

th"
Cleveland Likes
“The "Ear
Good Earth”

Cleveland — Metro’s

opened its engagement here Sunday at the
Hanna Theatre with advance sale ahead
of any other recent roadshow picture.
BOXOFTICE
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CLUB LEADER LAUDS
FUNCTION OF FILMS
DETROiT---The

motion

picture

was

praised

as the “greatest single educational medium
of our times,” in the annual report of the
preview committee chairman, Mrs. S. S.
Sutherland, to the Greater Detroit Motion
Picture Council here last week. All officers, including Mrs. William O. Merrill,
president, were renamed for another year
at the annual election of officers.
“We have come to believe,” wrote Mrs.
Sutherland, “that the talking picture is
the greatest single educational medium of
our times — that it has a tremendous influence on the manners, fashions, dress

Advent of Spring
Mrs. a GusdaVIC andfrom
pAUL
novicGUSDANO
have returned
three
months’ sojourn in Florida where they
went on account of Mr. Gusdanovic’s
health which is entirely restored . . . M. B.
Horwitz, general manager of the Washington circuit, is also home again from a
short Florida vacation.
B. Raful of the Rialto Theatre, Kenmore, is back on the job again after
nursing a broken arm for the past several
weeks . . . It is reported that W. L. Hart
of the Rialto and Norka theatres, Akron,
was married last week.

and thinking of our people.”
Approve

Speaking

98%

of the

of Product

work

of previewing

films, Mrs. Sutherland added: “The vast
improvement since increased authority was
given to the Producers’ Code Administration has made our task of reviewing less
complex and much more pleasant. That
you may realize this improvement in films
we are proud to announce the percentage
of approved films is 98 per cent.

Rewritten Ordinance
(Continued

from page 57)

unaccompanied by adults is back at 10
years now instead of the proposed 12 years.
Attendance

Clause

Altered

The clause restricting attendance in allnight theatres has been altered to permit
boys and men over 18 years of age, while
the age for girls remains at 21 years. This
pertains to the hours between 2 a. m. and
6 a. m.
Instead of being compelled to run trailers forever on the provisions of the ordinance, this will now be necessary only immediately after its enactment. Continued
reference will be made to it after that only
by signs in the lobby.
The clause providing a penalty for any
theatre owner permitting “any conduct or
exhibition likely to corrupt the morals of
youth” has been eliminated.
The bill will be presented in its new form
to the city council shortly for action.

Melton,

here for a con-

cert, told reporters that he plans to make
more picture just as soon as the Hollywood
producers find a story that pleases him.
Melton said that he wants to make film
versions of operettas such as “The Student
Prince” and “The Desert Song,” and believes that within the next six months he
will have convinced some executive that
such films have boxoffice as well as artistic value.
EPIDEMIC

CLOSES

Pittsburgh — Hoping

HOUSE

to block

a

spread

of scarlet fever, the Sewickley Theatre continued closed this week to all under 18.
The theatre at Derry was dark as the epidemic spread. Private and public social
affairs at these two boroughs were under
a quarantine.
BOXOFFICE
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Ben Nadler of the Franklin Theatre is
looking for an idea to keep the light fingered gentlemen of his neighborhood from
walking off with his fire escape. Two of
’em have been stolen within the past six
months.
Phil Kendis, head of Exhibitors Poster
Service, and Mrs. Kendis are expected back
from Florida about May 1.
The Star Theatre at Delphos, recently
opened by E. L. Staub, is operating only
over weekends.
W.

S. Ferguson, head of M-G-M’s exploitation department, brought to Cleveland last week Hii, Chinese water Buffalo,
who was one of the unnamed members of
the cast of “The Good Earth.” Hii’s visit
paralleled the opening on Sunday of “The
Good Earth” at the Hanna Theatre.
Frank Gross is sportmg new projection
heads at his Grand Theatre . . . Jack
Steinberg, in town recently, reports he expects to have plans ready shortly for a new
1,000-seaf de luxe motion picture theatre
to be built in Youngstown,
A. E. Ptak has about decided to call his
new Rocky

Melton in Detroit
Detroit — James

Myer Fine, John D. Kalafat, John Urbansky, M. B. Horwitz, all of Cleveland,
and Art Himmelein of Altoona, were
among those who paid tribute to Adolph
Zukor at the testimonial dinner held in
New York last week.

River theatre “The

Cliff.”

Holbrook C. Bissell, head of Imperial
Pictures, last week closed product contracts
loith Louis F. Eick for Martins Ferry,
George A. Manos for Toronto and Lisbon,
and Claralye Vogel for Struthers.

Brings Building
Cleveland — The

th"
"Ear“The
Roadshow
— M-G-M’s

Pittsburgh

Good

fine
everadio
prior
local

branch manager for Loew’s, Inc., paid
tribute to the late Irving G. Thalberg as
a motion picture producer. Among the
speakers who praised the production was
Harry M. Kalmine, zone manager for the
Warner chain.

brings

In construction are Ben Yudelvitz’s new
house in Medina and remodeling of the
Masonic Temple into a theatre by P. E.
Essick and Myer Fine of Cleveland.
H. D. Schreffler will remodel his Castamba Theatre, Shelby, with a new front,
and complete interior redecoration including the addition of 400 seats to his present capacity.
Shea

Chain

Modernizing

In Barberton, Harold Makison has
bought the storeroom adjoining his Park
Theatre and will remodel the entire structure at an estimated cost of $140,000. The
remodeled theatre will have 1,000 seats.
Shea Chain, Inc., is spending $20,000 to
bring the Palace and Casto Theatres, Ashtabula, Shea’s Geneva and Shea’s Conneaut up to date.
John Kalafat is said to be flirting with
the idea of reopening the Five Points
Theatre, Cleveland, which has been closed
the past several years.

DAVE BROWN RESUMES
AS UA BOOKING AGENT
Pittsburgh — Dave

Brown

returned

to ac-

tive duty at the United Artists exchange
this week, having been appointed by Clarence Eiseman, branch manager, as local
booker and office manager. Brown succeeds Myron J. Stahl, booker at the Pittsburgh United Artists office since last December, who resigned to return to New
York.
Brown was local booker for this exchange in 1932, resigning to accept a position as assistant booker for the Warner
Bros, circuit here. For the past year and
a half he was connected with the Fanchon
& Marco circuit, St. Louis.

MONOGRAM SUBJECTS
BOOK MAKES BOW
Pittsburgh

Earth” got off to an exceptionally
roadshow engagement opening Sunday
ning at the Nixon Theatre. In a
interview from the Nixon lobby just
to the inaugural, John J. Maloney,

arrival of spring

with it the announcements of new theatre
construction, of remodeling of present
structures and still more reports of other
theatres to be built later in the season.

— First

of

the

annual

an-

nouncement books to be distributed here
is the catalogue of Monogram Pictures,
which will be handled in the local territory
by Royal Pictures, Inc.
The announcement lists 42 subjects, as
follows: 5 “exploitation naturals,” 7 “famous authors,” 7 “boxoffice features,” 7
“money making attractions” and 16 Lone
Star “fast action westerns.” All titles are
listed, D. J. Selznick, manager, points out.
Selznick and Ben Welansky, local franchise holder, will attend the company convention in Chicago, May 6 and 7.
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PITTSBURGH

Nate Schultz Gets
Mono. Franchise
Cleveland — Nate

Schultz,

president

(Continued from page 57)
deliveries and return of film trailers and
accessories, for those exhibitors who wish
to take advantage of this service, between
the theatres and New York.

of

Selected Pictures, 507 Film Bldg., has acquired a 10-year franchise for distribution
of Monogram pictures throughout northern Ohio. Schultz has also bought stock
in the parent corporation.
He will operate under the name of
Monogram Pictures Corp. of northern
Ohio. With the expansion of product,
Schultz also plans to expand his sales
force.
Nate Schultz holds the distinction of being the only local independent distributor
to survive the growth of the industry and
the changes in independent distribution.
For the past 12 years he has maintained
his exchange in Cleveland, gradually absorbing the other independent exchanges
that came into the field, including Progress Pictures, Majestic Pictures, First Division.
Always an independent, Schultz has
never been affiliated with any national distribution organization. With northern Ohio
as his field, he has specialized in product
essentially suitable for this territory. His
success is eminently evidenced by the fact
of his survival of changes, depressions,
trends and cycles.
Associated with Schultz in Selected Pictures Company are his brother Sam
Schultz as booker: Sara Shapiro, cashier;
Sophie Levine, secretary; Dave Charna.
head shipper, and Lee Chaplan and Carl
Scheuch, salesmen.

Equipment Sales
Cleveland

—

Installation

of

equipment

was reported by L. H. Walters, manager of
National Theatre Supply, for the following:
Akron: Dayton Theatre, carpet; Canton:
Valentine Theatre, carpet: Cleveland:
Kaplan Bros.’ Crown and Waldorf, carpets: Sigmund Vermes, Eclair Theatre,
carpet: Grand, sound heads.

Davis House Open
Irwin,

Pa. — The

newly

constructed

Lamp

Theatre, operated by the George C. Davis
circuit, has been opened. The house is a
companion theater to the Aladdin here and
is modern in construction and decorations
with all new type equipment and fixtures.
PLUGS

BRONSON

Pittsburgh — “Thinking

SONG

of You,

Dear,”

featured by Rudy Vallee recently on his
radio hour, is one of the compositions of
George Bronson, manager of Warner
Bros.’ Enright Theatre, East Liberty.
FAHRS

AT PALACE

Erie, Pa. — Tom

Fahrs,

HELM

former

manager

of the Park Theatre, is now managing the
Palace Theatre.
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After numerous attempts to make a visit
to Greece, Chris Lampros, Farrell exhibitor, has again deferred his vacation. Seems
that he would be required to serve a term
in military service should he return to
Greece.
John J. Maloney, Loew’s branch manager, is preparing to attend the annual
M-G-M convention in Hollywood.

Nate Schultz, president of Selected
Pictures Corp., who has signed contracts for a ten-year distribution franchise in northern Ohio for Monogram
Pictures.

QUADRUPLETS WIN
OUT OVER MUMPS
Detroit — It’s a

good

thing

Michigan’s

famous singing and dancing Morlock Girls
are quadruplets. Otherwise, Milton Herman, publicity head of the Detroit and
Michigan Exposition now being held at
Convention Hall, and his associates, would
have had to do some substituting when
one of the quads developed a case of mumps
shortly before the exposition opening.
The show must go on and so as Milt
put it: "The Morlock quads will appear
just as long as there is at least one of
them left, mumps or no mumps.”

M. Battiston of the Ritz, Export, is attracting many young folks to the theatre
these days with a special popularity contest in progress. The winner will receive
a fine pony which the kiddies are now riding about the streets.

Virginia Amusement Co. has acquired
the Rialto, formerly the Mullens Theatre,
Mullens, W. Va.
With the Lenten period over, local little
theatres are filling the last ten weeks of
the current season to the brim with ambitious productions. The rush of activity in
this field here establishes a new all time
high for such amateur arid semi-pro shows.

J. O. Fontaine, Paramount head shipper, is a proud papa again, recent addition to the family being a girl. The Fontaines are parents of two other children.
Hotel & Theatres, Inc., has taken over
the Rialto Theatre, Bluefield, W. Va. . . .
Scatena Studios, 4913 Sciota St., Pittsburgh, will redecorate numerous theatres
in the local territory.

BOWLING
Detroit — With

Mr. and Mrs. A. N. Notopoulos, who
have been vacationing in Florida, will return to their home in Altoona this week.
The veteran circuit operator attended the
recent MPTOA convention and the conference of Paramount affiliated theatres
at Miami.

just this week

to go, the

final results will be determined by the outcome of these last games. The annual
banquet will be held April 17 in the Sky
Club of the Fort Shelby Hotel. Dinner “on
the club” will start at 7 p. m.
Last week Coop jumped back into the
lead by whitewashing Columbia, while
Amusement Supply did the usual by taking a pair from Excellent, thus hurting the
Decker men’s chances. Film Truck took
two from United Artists, while Film Drug
and Republic tied one game and won one
from each other. The tie game was to be
played off this week.
Ruppert was high man last week with
243. Other leading bowlers were Knapp,
225, 211; Metzger, 223; Pavella, 220; and
Alexander, 219.
The Standings:
Won

Lost

Co-Operative Theatres
Excellent Pictures
Film Truck Service
Amusement
Supply
United Artists
Film Drug Store
Columbia

45
44
43
40
40
36
35

33
34
38
41
38
41
46

Republic

35

45

Mrs. Martha G. Guthrie, owner and
operator of the Guthrie Theatre, Grove
City,
recently returned from a vacation in
Florida.
Sun-Telegraph has started a new Sunday cross-word puzzle featuring film
names, stars and titles.

Fred Solomon and Chuck Kiefer of
American Poster Supply Co. have signed
a new lease and will retain their present
quarters at 425 Van Braam St.
Danny

Davis

has

arranged

for more

screen tests with the Barry, Pittsburgh',
the Capitol, Braddock', the Liberty, McKeesport, and other houses, participating.

Loew’s took a three-game lead over ReFriday. public in the Filmrow Bowling League last
Johnny McGreevey of the Harris Amusement Co. returned from his Florida vacation and got busy on a new campaign for

(Continued on page 62)
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Tribute to Second Runs

(Continued
Duquesne
bike
race.

From Pittsburgh Editor
Pittsburgh — Recognition

of the import-

ant job performed in this industry by the
second-run and neighborhood theatres is
contained in a recent article in the Pittsburgh Free Press, authorized by Florence
Fisher Parry, motion picture editor.
Although written primarily for Pittsburgh readers, its tribute applies equally
in all parts of the country. The article
follows:
To us who, fortunately or unfortunately,
are consigned to seeing only “first run”
pictures at the major motion picture theatres, it is easy to neglect the many theatres in and around Pittsburgh, which offer
the great residential sections their splendid and generous programs, and cater to
the most substantial patronage of all.
The neighborhood theatre, and the
downtown “second run” theatre, are all too
little celebrated. They are the real merchants of the industry, giving much for
the money, taking more blame and less
praise, diagnosing public taste to a more
accurate degree than their more fortunate
“superiors,” the first run de luxe theatres.
Unsung

Heroes

Those who are put in charge of their
destines are nearly always found to be
men of zeal and enterprise, who work hard
for their theatres’ reputations, put in long
and arduous hours at what is often a
thankless task.
Moreover, they are closer to their “public” than any other showmen; know their
clientele by face if not by name, listen patiently to their ready complaints.
The neighborhood theatre especially becomes, in its life, a community center,
and establishes a personality as distinctive
and unlike that of other theatres, as persons themselves are different. Sometimes
(though not often) a large “downtown”
first run theatre, too, takes on this individuality. I have felt, always, that the
Fulton and the Alvin have a patronage
which supports them, week in, week out,
with little regard to the name of the picture featured. But as a rule the large
movie theatre is an impersonal structure,
housing, each week, a selective audience
little concerned with anything save the
particular picture it has specifically come
to see.
Picture

Hunt

What has brought the significance of
the smaller theatre sharply to mind today,
has been the lively interest that is exhibited by our young people just now returned home from college and prep school,
in pictures which to us are “old,” yet which
they have missed. You will find that they
turn to the ads of the “Neighborhood” and
second run theatres, ransacking them for
fine picture which they MUST SEE.
We find that they were busy with exams,
or were shut away by distance, and missed
such classics as “Tale of Two
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Cities” or

“Camille” or “San Francisco” or “The
Great Ziegfeld.” And, scorning to go with
us to the latest releases, will hie them
eagerly to some out-of-the-way theatre
and pay 15 cents to see a double feature
containing pictures of the quality of “Anna
Karenina” and “Mutiny on the Bounty.”
I know that even as often as I am required to go to the movies, a fine picture
will escape me; and I scour the lists to
make sure that I shall pick it up at its
first showing in a neighborhood theatre
or
in those downtown
theatres.
Royal

“subsequent

run”

List

During the past months, we have been
able to see such old favorites there as “The
Count of Monte Cristo,” “Kid Millions,”
“Les Miserables,” “The House of Rothschild,” “Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde,” “Ruggles of Red Gap,” “Scarface,” “Hell’s Angels,” “The Ghost Goes West,” “These
Three,” “The Scarlet Pimpernel,” “Henry
the Eighth,” “Fury,” “Smilin’ Thru,” “Rose
Marie,” “Mutiny on the Bounty,” “Treasure Island,” “Men in White,” “Dinner at
Eight,” “Escape Me Never,” “David Copperfield,” “Anna Karenina” and “EscaThe Enright Theatre in East Liberty has
made a national reputation on account of
its exceptionally fine Saturday morning
pade.”
childrens programs. There isn’t a residential neighborhood which hasn’t its attractive community theatre, and when one
goes into the most impoverished and congested parts of this district, the most inspiring thing about them is their motion
pictui'e programs! However cramped and
doubtful the quarters in which they are
housed, the best of the motion pictures
eventually are shown to our slum districts.
I shall never forget going into a humble
little theatre in the Hill district and seeing
a rapt audience of youngsters enjoying
“Treasure Island.”

Garden,

from page 60)
this time it’s a 6-day

Charles Thaddius Jones, 37, organist
and pianist at several East End theatres,
died last week. Known as the “biggest
man in East Liberty,” Jones was buried in
two graves in Mt. Royal Cemetery.
MPTO of W. Pa., Inc., directors met in
regular session last Friday.
Jack Walsh, M-G-M’s district exploitation head, will attend the company’s annual sales convention in Hollywood.
Harry Bernstein was here recently representing Columbia Pictures as company
manager of “Lost Horizon” in its second
week at the Nixon.
Ray Pickerine, operator at the Rankin
Theatre, Bridgeville, for the past nine
years,
recently.became the father of a baby boy
Rex

Theatre, Wheeling, W. Va., is reported closed for extensive remodeling.

Carl Poke has installed new RCA High
Fidelity sound equipment at his Shiloh
Theatre, Mt. Washington, city.
LeViant, the Filmrow printer, will remove from his location in the rear of the
M-G-M exchange entrance to the corner
of Van Braam and Edna Sts., where he
has purchased the property.
Martin Seed, son of Harry A. Seed, local
Warner Bros, branch manager, was a visitor here recently. He is employed by the
same company at the New York office.

W. J. Whalen, manager of the State,
Castle Shannon, is smiling these days. He
has just received a wage increase.

Thayer Builds Another
Gassaway,

W.

Va. — R. E. Thayer,

owner

and operator of the Lyric Theatre, a 250seat house here, is expanding his exhibition activities with a new theatre under
construction.
The new project for this city will have
a seating capacity of 400 and Thayer’s
present plans indicate that work will be
completed
late
in May.and the house will be opened

"Barriers" as First Run
Pittsburgh

—

“Silent

Barriers,”

GB’s

spectacular production filmed in Canada,
will not be presented here as a roadshow
as formerly announced, but will play a
first run engagement at the Harris-Alvin
Theatre, opening May 6, according to
Mark Goldman, GB branch manager.

Hendee

in Address

Cleveland — Before

New

an

assembly

Two Akron DeLuxers
Akron — Two

proximately 200 women, Harold Hendee of
York, director of Research for RKO,

spoke last week on “Authenticating the
Movies.” Hendee explained the detailed
research required before starting production of a picture, illustrating his points
with short flashes of pictures.

de

luxe

theatres

are

built this spring by A. J. Bianchi and associates, who operate the Ohio Theatre,
Cuyahoga Falls.
McCALMONT

of ap-

new

planned here. A $200,000 house seating
1,500 is being built by J. S. Jossey and
associates of Cleveland. The other will be

HEADS

PITT RIALTO

Pittsburgh — R. V. McCalmont

has been

appointed house manager of the Rialto
Theatre, Brownsville Road, effective April
1, according to J. H. Taylor, treasurer of
Weiland Theatres, Inc. McCalmont has
been with this company
tion in 1920.

since its organiza-
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COVERING
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INDIANA,
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MICHIGAN

AND

EASTERN

MISSOURI

INDEPENDENT FDTDRE DHIGHT
New Union Ruling
Baffles Exhibitors
Chicago — Local

exhibitors

are

at a loss

to understand the reason for the latest
union rule forbidding any sound engineer
entrance into the projection booths.
Since Thursday, April 1, the edict has
gone out from operators union headquarters to the effect that the projectionists
henceforth will handle all cases of trouble
in sound equipment, and that men from
the equipment distributors will not be permitted even to be present.
According to Frank Clifford, business
agent of local No. 110 here, the order came
through from George E. Browne in the
Washington, D. C., office of the lATSE
and is general all over the country. Clifford stated that he had the order from
Browne and that he was enforcing it, but
had no knowledge of why it was issued or
what was its portent. He further stated
that he expected to have more word from
“lA” headquarters in the next few days
which would clarify the order as well as
explain what is to be done in case of complete breakdown and also what is to be
the status of the exhibitor who pays a
weekly service under an extended contract.

Stevens to Keokuk
Keokuk,

Ia. — H. E. Stevens

Post

has assumed

his new duties as city manager of the
Frisina circuit houses here. For the past
year he had been manager of the Avalon
Theatre, Lawrenceville, 111. Vincent Helling, former manager of the Grand Theatre here, has taken over the managership
at the Avalon in Lawrenceville, 111.
LAMBERT
Princeton,

PLANS

ONE

Mo. — F. A. Lambert

contem-

plates the erection of a new theatre here
to replace the structure destroyed by fire
recently.

Return of Duals in Chicago

Admission Tax Bill
Faces Illinois
Springfield,

III. —

A

Expected to Increase
Product Output

bill, known

Chicago — If present

as Senate Bill No. 125 and introduced by Senator Tuttle, would impose a two per cent tax on gross admissions at motion picture theatres,
etc. Apparently there is no provision
in the measure to pass the tax along
to the patrons of the theatres. The
taxes so charged and collected are
to go into the state’s old age assistance fund. There is a provision that
if the tax is not paid the state treasury may bring civil suit to collect
same plus a 50 per cent penalty under a civil action, while any exhibitor who violates the act may be punished for a misdemeanor. Returns
must be made monthly. Theatres
are not affected by the present three
per cent state sales tax.

product.

Fulfilling

on Score Charges
—

All

motion

picture

ex-

hibitors in eastern Missouri and southern
Illinois are to be asked to sign a petition
for presentations to the various motion
picture exchanges here requesting the
elimination of all score charges.
This action was decided upon by a special committee of the MPTO of St. Louis,
eastern Missouri and southern Illinois recently appointed by President Fred Wehrenberg and including W. A. Collins, Metropolis, 111., and De Soto, Mo., chairman;
Noah Bloomer, Belleville, HI.; A. Groeteke,
Webster Theatre, St. Louis, and Sam
Komm, Miners Theatre, Collinsville, 111.,
and Shenandoah Theatre, St. Louis.
It is hoped that through the concerted
action of all exhibitors in refusing to pay
the score charges that this tax on the income of theatres will be completely eliminated in this territory.

CENTRAL EDITION Is One of the Seven Sectional Editions
in Which BOXOFFICE Is Published Weekly. The Other
Six Editions Are: NEW ENGLAND, MIDEAST, MIDWEST,
WESTERN, SOUTHERN, EASTERN.

mate-

expected to be used have been “picked up”
and played on twin bills along with current

Exhibitor Petition
St. Louis

indications

rialize, the distribution of independent pictures in Chicago probably will get its longawaited break in the very near future.
Since double features were brought back
just before the first of the year, the independents have been expecting a sharp
increase in playing time due to the need
for more product than had been committed from the major companies. This break,
however, has been slow in forthcoming.
Instead, local theatres have used this need
for more pictures to clean up a lot of old
commitments with the result that many
features on old contracts which were not

Selective

Contracts

In addition, selective contracts have been
fulfilled to greater extent than the original
terms called for, and in a number of
cases, commitments on short subjects have
been converted to equalized feature bookings. All of this has served to keep the
theatres running double features with the
exclusive use of major product.
Now, however, after several months of
such a course, the theatres have used up
about all the possibilities which such procedure has offered, and there is at last a
marked trend toward the use of independent pictures. And, according to competent observers, this trend is not merely
because the theatres must have just pictures, just footage of film, but rather because the theatres in turning toward the
independent product have come to recognize that quality is to be had and that
entertainment value is being woven into
the so-called independent pictures in quantity sufficient to guarantee a high degree
of favorable audience reaction and consequent boxoffice possibilities.
Fast

Consumption

of Majors

Another factor now working in the independent’s favor is the rate at which pictures are released here. The weekly re(Continued on page 65)

CALVIN HERMER, Central Editor, 908 S. Wabash Ave.,
Chicago, 111. Phones: Webster 2233-4-5. DAVID F. BARRETT, 5149 Rosa Ave., St. Louis, Mo. H. C. BRUNNER,
2820 N. 52nd St., Milwaukee, Wis,

Chi. Premium Comeback

News

Proving B. 0. Stimulator
Chicago — The

use of premiums

in Chi-

cago is beginning to “click” at the city’s
neighborhood boxoffices.
When cash giveaways were banned by
police order some months ago, exhibitors
turned to dishes, silverware, ktichenware,
and such other premium items as were offered and which were permitted according
to Corporation Counsel ruling. They found,
however, that such attractions had paled
into almost insignificance in the light of
the then only recently discontinued $1,000
“pots” and other large cash prizes, and
that the public were alarmingly apathetic
to the cup, the spoon or the bar of candy.
A fickle public, however, soon forgets,
and now, with a higher class of merchandise being offered by the premium distributors than ever before, particularly those on
short time deals, the exhibitors are finding
very healthy increases in boxoffice receipts
on the nights they give them away. The
result is that once more the premium men
are busy as a hive of bees, and that the
showrooms are getting more play than at
any time in the last two years or so.
Another interesting result of this condition is that the potteries and the glass
factories are coming out with merchandise of a much higher calibre set of dishes
and of glassware as no one would have
thoueht could be sold at such prices are
now being disnlayed on advantageous deals
and once aeain it anpears that the cycle
of business stimulants has veered back to
a former course and that healthy stimulation may be had by the use of premiums.

HFNRT ELMAN CLOSES
TWO MONO. AREAS

pLANS for a new theatre at Phillips,
* Wisconsin, have already been approved, and actual

ED ZORN TO REOPEN
BELVIDERE MAJESTIC
Pontiac,

III. — Edward

Zorn,

who

oper-

effected, he will reopen the Majestic Theatre in Belvidere.
Zorn has owned the 600-seat Majestic
for several years, but in the interest of the
Apollo has kept it closed. He states that
now, however, with other interests eyeing
the town as a possible new theatre site, he
feels it is best to open the house and prevent such possible building and consequent overseating of the town which cannot possibly support three theatres.
Zorn is also now set to go ahead with
the new theatre building which he has
planned in Pontiac, and expects to start
actual building operations some time during the month of May.
Although the Majestic in Belvidere has
been in operatable condition all the time,
Zorn will not open it until he has completely redecorated and installed up-todate booth equipment, probable new seating, new screen and other modernizing
features.

Collinsville,

III. — Robert

is to begin

latter part of May. This theatre will
be another unit of the George Miner
circuit, and

associated

in his new

theatre at Phillips are Mr.

Lyle Webster

JOB
of

Kansas City has been retained to prepare
plans and specifications for alterations and
improvements to the Miners Theatre here
which is owned and operated by Sam
Komm.

and Mr, A. N. Donnellan.
modern-

istic type of theatre building with seating capacity of about five hundred. The
latest and finest equipment obtainable
has been

purchased

for this new

thea-

tra, including deluxe AIR-LOC fullupholstered chairs, latest type ULTRAPHONIC SOUND SYSTEM, JEWELL low
intensity lamps and rectifiers, SIMPLEX
projectors, etc.
was

purchased
PLIES, INC.

Hannah,

North

moving

to open

All of this equipment
from

CINEMA

Dakota,

SUP-

is to have

picture house

a

scheduled

on April 15th. Mr. W. 1. Ptlaum

has bought the highest quality equipment for this beautiful theatre from
CINEMA SUPPLIES, INC.

The
Chicago — Henri

Elman,

who

just

re-

turned from New York, made a deal in
the east with W. Ray Johnston, head of
the reestablished Monoeram Pictures,
whereby Capitol Film Exchanees in Chicago and Indianapolis would become the
Monogram exchanges in those two territories.
Capitol Film will continue to operate as
such, and also will distribute the feature
pictures Monogram will produce for the
coming season.
The Indianapolis branch is now being
established.
EXPANDS
Kansas

PORTABLE

City — Lee

Allen

proposed work will include alterations to the foyer and lounges, new electric wiring, etc.

with Mr. Miner

Plans call for the latest, most

new

O. Boiler

work

this week. The theatre is to be completed in time for opening during the

ates the Crescent Theatre in Pontiac, and
the Apollo, Belvidere, 111., has announced
that as soon as remodeling work can be

R. O. ROLLER GETS
COLLINSVILLE

in Brief

Will Build in Clinton
Clinton,

Ind. — Linton

Theatres

EXCLUSIVE

Indianapolis — Harry

SEND
US

YOUR

CHANGE
Vonderschmitt,

DATES

who

JEWEL
H.Sl S. Wabash

been

the new

Avalon

Theatre,

is progressing

rapidly.

full-upholstered

scheduled

seats

have

tor this theatre, deliv-

ery to be made on May
SUPPLIES, INC.

The new

West

Browning,

operate a circuit of Indiana houses, has
taken over the State Theatre in Noblesville, Ind.

64

Co. has

DISTRIBUTORS

Entire Middle

Mo,, who has operated a couole of portable
circuits out of that town for some time.
Plans on several more in north central
Missouri.
NOBLESVILLE

on

AIR-LOC

announced plans to build a 1,000-seat motion picture theatre on a downtown site
acquired here. The new house will replace
the Grand.

CIRCUIT
of

Work

Minneapolis,

1st by CINEMA

State Theatre

at Lake Mills,

Iowa, opens April 15th. This theatre
will be one of the finest in northern
Iowa, and will include the latest
ULTRAPHONE JEWELL Sound System
together with Jewell lamps in the pro— Adv.
jection room, and the famous AIR-LOC
lull-upholstered seats, all of which is
furnished by CINEMA SUPPLIES, INC.

PRODUCTIONS
CHICAGO

Phone!

Webster

7237
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MISSOURI SRO BILL
NOT LIKELY TO PASS
Jefferson

City,

Mo. — The

house

of

National Allied Meet

representatives committee on criminal justice, headed by Representative Will Lindhorst of St. Louis, has recommended to
the house not to pass House Bill No. 221
which would prohibit theatres from
selling admission tickets after all seats
were occupied. The bill had been thrown
into the legislative hopper by Representatives Smart and Robinson. It was opposed by the MPTO units of both the
St. Louis and Kansas City territories. It
is anticipated that the house will follow
the recommendation
mittee.

of Lindhorst’s com-

PACKWOOD TAKES
NEW DUTIES MAY

1

St. Louis — Norval E. Packwood, who has
resigned his position with the St. Louis
Amusement Co., will leave here soon for
West Memphis, Ark., to assume his new
duties on May 1 as general manager of
the Crittenden Theatre Co.
Packwood, widely known in St. Louis
theatre circles, was formerly connected
with Warner Bros., and the Schoenstadt
circuit of Chicago. Previous to his six
years as advertising manager of the Schoenstadt circuit, Packwood was general
manager of the Price Theatres circuit.

Fox to Remodel
Moberly,

Mo. — Work

will start at once

on the remodeling of the Fox Midwest
house here. Ludwig Abt, Moberly, is the
architect, while the contract has tentatively been awarded to the Flett Building
& Repair Co. of Kansas City. The work
will include a new structural glass front,
lobby enlargement and general remodeling.
OCONTO
Oconto,

GEM

Wis. — Work

AHEAD
on

the

new

Gem

Theatre here is progressing according to
schedule and the house was expected to
open late this week.

Future Bright
(Continued

from page 63)

lease sheets shows an average of about
ten pictures, available to neighborhood
houses per week, about equally divided
between major and independent. With
many houses using from six to eight features each week it is necessary that they
play almost all releases. The result, now
that all the available old major film including re-issue “return engagements” and
such has been used up, is that many more
playdates are beginning to go to the independents.
According to present figures available,
there are something like 200 independent
films released per year in the Chicago
market. This means 200 actual deliveries,
and along with some 400 major pictures
makes a total yearly studio output of 600
pictures per year available, or about 11
per week over the year.
BOXOFFICE
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Now Set for Maq 26-28
Milwaukee — The

annual

convention

of

the Allied States Assn, scheduled to be
held at the Hotel Pfister here has been

t disParamoun
USHER,
JI^LLEN trict
manager, the
willnew
be shown
over the
Indiana and Kentucky territory by Barney
Barnard, local branch manager, during the
week. In all possibility Usher is likely to
be made a Kentucky Colonel when he
reaches the blue grass state,
Howard McIntosh is the new assistant
advertising manager at the Paramount
branch.
Tom Morris, 17, has been named assistant to Earl Mushmore, manager of the
Ohio Theatre in Louisville, Ky, Tommie
has been doorman at the theatre since
December.
“Lost Horizon’’ toill roadshow at the Indiana Theatre April 16. Carl Shalit, district manager, spent several days here last
week directing the publicity.
R. R. Bair, operator of the Ritz, Uptown, Strand and Oriental theatres, has
installed blowers and washers in the aforementioned theatres.
J. N. Allison, operator of the Metro Theatre, Ft. Branch, Ind., has closed the house
for the present.
The local Paramount branch has reached the 100 per cent class in the Adolph
Zukor drive.
The
named
May 1
Fisher

set back two weeks to May 26-27-28.
P. J. Wood, secretary of the ITO of Ohio
and chairman of the national convention
committee, announced last week that the
following had been selected as chairmen
of the respective committees:
Chairmen

General Convention — Edward F. Maertz,
Zenith Theatre, Milwaukee: Banquet — Max
Krofta, Abby Theatre, Milwaukee: Entertainment of Delegates — Merrill Devine,
Milwaukee.
Publicity — Arnold Brumm, Ritz Theatre,
Milwaukee: Reception — George Langheinrich, Burleigh Theatre, Milwaukee: Exhibits— Ross J. Baldwin, Tosa Theatre,
Milwaukee.
Transportation and Hotel — George
Fischer, Milwaukee Theatre, Milwaukee.
Convention Arrangements — A. C. Berkholtz. West Bend Theatre, West Bend:
Credentials — Gene Goderski, Aragon TheaMilwaukee: Women’s
Franktre,Fischer.

Activities — Mrs.

In addition to Chairman Wood, the national convention committee is composed
of Secretary Ray A. Tesch, Milwaukee,
Wis.: Nathan Yamins, Fall River, Mass.:
Lee W. Newbury, Belmar, New Jersey: W.
A. Steffes, Minneapolis, Minn.: M. B. Horwitz, Cleveland, Ohio: William D. Davis,
Pittsburgh, Pa.: Roy Bair, Indianapolis,
Ind.: F. J. McWilliams, Madison, Wis.:
H. M. Richey, Detroit, Mich.: Aaron Saperstein, Chicago, 111.: Col. H. A. Cole, Dallas,
Tex.: Walter Littlefield, Boston, Mass.

Shirley Theatre, Ft. Wayne, Ind.,
after the child star, will be closed
and completely dismantled. Ralph
is operating the house at present.

Returning from a trip over Indiana and
Kentucky, Roy Churchill, RKO manager,
reports business conditions with theatres
very good.
“Waikiki Wedding” is the first photoplay to run one full week in Marion, Ind.,
in the history of the motion picture business there. The picture played to capacity
houses all week at the Rivoli Theatre. In
Louisville, Ky., the picture broke a sevenyear record at the Rialto Theatre.
The Lyric Theatre has moved the price
change time from 6 p. m. to 5 p. m. Prices
are 40c main floor, and 30c in the balcony.
There is some talk along the Row of a
long contemplated admission advance and
elimination of double features.
The Vondee Theatre, Seymour; the Arcade Theatre, Gas City, and the Little and
Majestic theatres, Seymour, Ind., have installed blowers and washers.

HONE’SSystems
TOPSound
Magic PHO
Voice
1. ORIGINAL ROTARY SOUND HEADS
2. CELLULAR HI & LOW FREQUENCY
HORNS
3. PUSH PULL ATTACHMENTS FOR
THE NEWEST PUSH PULL RECORDINGS
• .
Prices You Can Afford to Pay
Sold Outright

—

Not Leased

Now Being Built and Shipped From
Our New Modem Plant in Indianapolis, Ind.
For Information
Call or Write Your Nearest Office

RCA MFC. CO., inc.
A. E. KLEIN
589 E Illinois St.
CHICAGO
Delaware 4300

Mich.
LaSalle
I. F. Sc
O'BRIEN
INDIANAPOLIS
Cherry 4800
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MPTO Resolution Lists
Preferred Film Stories
St. Louis — A resolution protesting any
reappearance of emphasis on sex in the
production of motion pictures has been
forwarded to producers by Fred Wehrenberg, president of the MPTO of St. Louis,
E. Mo., and S. 111.
The resolution contains a plea for “downto-earth” pictures with wholesome delineations. The text follows:
RESOLUTION
At a meeting of the Motion Picture Theatre Owners of St. Louis, Eastern Missouri
and Southern Illinois, held on Monday,
March 29, 1937, and whereas it was brought
to the attention of this meeting that the
St. Louis Globe-Democrat . carried an
ticle in their Feature Forum asking

arthe

question,

“Is Sex Coming Back to Hollywood?” this organization went on record
as being opposed to sex coming back to
the screen and therefore, be it resolved:
That

the findings of the committee, appointed by the president to ascertain
through a canvass of exhibitors desires
in film attractions of the public at large,
be transmitted to the Motion Picture Producers of America for their earnest consideration in future productions and sincerely hope they will produce pictures with
stars of the first rank, and this provided
they appear in:
Stories of the “down-to-earth” variety,
of clean, wholesome, American life, particularly those dealing with people commonly in contact with the great masses
and having plots that maintain pronounced
heart interest.
Out-door stories with a musical-drama
strain and fast action: for example, such
as “The Gay Desperado,” with “devil-maycare” characters of the nature as portrayed by Leo Carrillo.
Musical romances of “Maytime” type
with Jeanette MacDonald and Nelson Eddy, and such pictures as “Trail of the
Lonesome Pine” with Sylvia Sidney, “Cain
and Mabel” with Marion Davies and Clark
Gable, “Mr. Deeds Goes to Town” with
Gary Cooper, “Pigskin Parade” with Stuart
Erwin, “My Man Godfrey” with Carole
Lombard and William Powell, and “Swing
Time” with Ginger Rogers and Fred
Astaire.
Contrary to the above, the findings of
the committee as to types of pictures that
do not appeal at the boxoffice were as
follows :
1. Stories with
of nudity.
2. Stories

sex

without

angle

feminine

and

appeal.

3. Stories in which

war

4. Stories of great
murders.

brutality

5. Costume

of foreign

6. Stories

stories
with

predominates.
and

66

committee

wants of the show-going public as above
outlined, and further, that a copy of this
resolution

be sent to the various trade jour-

nals for publicity, so that everyone concerned in the production of motion pictures may be fully informed of the present-day wants in photoplay entertainment
of the great masses, and for the mutual
benefit of everyone in the motion picture
industry.
FRED

WEHRENBERG,

President Motion Picture Theatre, Owners of St. Louis,
E, Missouri and So. Illinois.
LOUIS K. ANSELL,
Chairman of Committee.
ANTON MATRECI,
CLARENCE
KAIMAN,
JOSEPH ANSELL.

upon us and the young man’s fancy turns
to thoughts, etc., etc., tra-la, has reached
the “I Do” stage. All of which is mere
preface to the fact that Cecil Shepherd,
whole able operation of the Apollo Theatre in Belvidere, 111., has been chronicled
here on several previous occasions, has up
and

done it. “Shep” was married on Friday, April 2, to Miss Ida Wickey of Rockford. Eddie Zorn of Pontiac, who owns
Apollo, attended the ceremony with

the

Mrs. Zorn. The young couple spent a honeymoon week in Chicago.
And

that’s not all. The

EXPECT LARGE FUND
FFOM MISSOURI TAX
Jefferson City. Mo. — State Auditor Forrest Smith, who is seeking an increase of
$400,000 in his appropriation for administering the state sales tax law, informed the
senate committee of appropriations April 5
that if he had an adequate force of field
agents he could collect an additional
$1,250,000 in sales taxes annually.
Smith estimated that the two per cent
sales tax bill sponsored by Gov. Lloyd C.
Stark will produce $55,000,000 during the
next two years, or 61.13 cents of every
dollar paid into the general revenue fund
of the state.

FOX MIDWEST TO
TAKE THEATRE

Mount Vernon, III. — The Fox Midwest
Theatre, Inc.. Kansas City, will take bids
about April 15 on the construction of the
new theatre building here.
The plans and specifications prepared
by Robert O. Boiler of Kansas City call for
a two-story building. The house will seat
1,200 persons and cost about $150,000.

locale.

endings.

the major

portion is a

further

finds, in connec-

FURNISH

ELECTION

RETURNS

St. Louis — Many of the local motion
picture theatres furnished their patrons
with returns of the municipal elections
held April 6.

has

just

seven weeks, but now Sam Clark of Warner Bros, is freely admitting his entry into
benediction and his simultaneous removal
from

circulation.

And that’s still not all. There’s another
one. This time it’s Sherman Pedersen,
manager of the Oakley Theatre, Chicago,
who two weeks ago took the fatal leap,
“Mazeltov” to you, “Pete,” and
Sam and Shep.

also to you,

And that’s that for the boys who have
taken ivives unto themselves. Of course,
Al Simon has taken xmto himself a brand
for the cigar stand

in the Harmony Restaurant, which isn’t
exactly a wife, but still worth mentioning.
That Fred Bartow of Metro, with the
able assistance of Capt. Volney Phifer,
again is bringing animals into Chicago as
press stunts. The latest is a huge and
authentic water buffalo, christened Hii,
which was featured in “The Good Earth.”
A nice piece of exploitation resulted for
the closing days

of the seven-week

show engagement of “Good
Apollo.
The old Lyric Theatre

Earth”

building

roadat the

in Anna,

111., will be remodeled into a modern picture house by the Rodgers circuit of southern Illinois. Howard Hejiderson, who manages the Yale for the outfit in the same
toion, also will handle the new house.
The

BIDS

news

leaked out that one of our own Filmroio’s
most eligible bachelors has also taken the
fatal leap. He kept it a secret for about

7iew set of show-cases

numerous

dream.

The

in addition, is detrimental to the reputation of these stars and detracts from their
drawing power in succeeding attractions.
Therefore, be it resolved:
That a copy of this resolution be mailed
to each and every producer, opportuning
them to utilize every effort to follow the

could be
news important
of most
^^HAT
found better
to fill piece
this one
weekly spot than the culmination of a
romance which has been in flower for
many months, and which, as spring comes

Marches! Brothers, who operate theatres in Amboy, Freeport and Lockport,

111., have opened the Town Theatre in
Prophetstown, 111. Kermit Reinboth will
manage the house.
Even

the

illustrious

nainc

of Schoen-

stadt doesn’t prevent the dashing Sam
from doing a little work once in a while.
And he wasn’t taking his morning exercise
either last Wednesday when he came out
of the 831 building
of feature

morbid

7. Stories in which

displaying

tion with the latter listing of undesirable
stories, that even the use of stars of the
first rank will not enhance their appeal at
the boxoffice to a profitable degree, and,

C HI I C A (G O

with

film in each

a full sized can

hand.

Thomas Berta, who formerly operated
the Wilton Theatre in Wilmington, 111.,
which burned down some time ago, will
build a new
will probably

house in the town.
also be called the Wilton.

show

BOXOFTICE

:: April

It

10, 1937,

ITO SOUNDING GIVEAWAY VIEWS
NEOSHO CASH GIFTS
BRING LOTTERY SUIT

Kansas Sessions
End; Tax Passed
Kansas

City — Film

and

theatre

men

were as happy about the close of the Kansas legislature as the legislators themselves.
Winding up their business Friday, legislators went home after having passed the
2 per cent sales tax as the only measure
directly affecting the industry. The tax
must be passed on to consumers by merchants and exhibitors. Effective July 1,
it has no expiration date. It applies to
almost all retail sales, including light, gas,
water and telephone. Means of collection
will be Kansas-mined zinc tokens.
Many

Tax

Bills

Out

Income tax increases on personal and
corporate incomes; a variety of occupation,
privilege and sales taxes; a 2 per cent tax
on gross receipts of motion picture, radio
and newspaper advertising; an admission
tax of 1 cent per 20 cents of admission; a
chain store tax; fixing hours and wages
for industry, etc., etc. — these and other
bills were lost.
E. A. Briles on Council
E. A. Briles, exhibitor at Stafford, Kas.,
and representative, was made a member
of the legislative council. This group of
legislators and prominent Kansans work
between sessions of the legislature on legislative problems.
In Missouri, appearances indicate that
it will be mid-May before adjournment.
The only development of importance the
past week is the suggestion that an amendment be made to the 2 per cent sales tax,
giving merchants — and exhibitors — a certain amount for collecting the levy.

Officials Confer
Kansas

City — Leon

Netter, of the Para-

mount Theatres office in New York, Max
Fellerman, of the RKO Theatres office in
New York, and William Elson, district
manager for RKO Theatres, were here
Wednesday conferring with Mainstreet and
Newman managers.

Neosho,

Mo. — Cash

giveaways

Kansas

operated

by Hugh Gardner, owner of tne Orpheum
Theatre, are in violation of the lottery
laws, Wayne Slankard, prosecuting attorney, asserted here Tuesday in preferring
charges against the exhibitor.
Prefei-red in circuit court, the charges
probably will be aired in trial during the
June court term.

Kansas

To Start Move to Eliminate
Stimulants If Most
Exhibs Agree

“Not Bank Night’’
City — Contrary to published

Must

re-

ports in the daily papers, the cash giveaways for which Hugh Gardner of the
Orpheum at Neosho faces lottery violation
charges is not Bank Night, E. W. McEwan,
Bank Night distributor, said here Tuesday
McEwan said that Gardner had never
signed a contract for Bank Night and that
he was using another form of giveaway.

Kansas

City — Several

Even

by

City the-

the new

Clyde

Beatty radio program, “Beatty’s Circus Adventures,’’ in connection with the showing
of Republic’s Clyde Beatty serial. The
new adventure program for the youngsters
is on KMBC Monday through Friday from
5:15 to 5:30, sponsored by Skinner Mfg.
Co.
To programs including the serial, children are admitted for 5 cents and a box
face from Skinner’s raisin bran, spaghetti,
macaroni, etc. All the groceries carrying
Skinner’s products are advertising the tieup with large posters.
Theatres participating so far are the
Rockhill, Westport, Strand, Ritz. Sun, Murray, Belmont, Baltis and Castle; the
Gauntier, Home and Princess, Kansas City,
Kas., and the Electric, Independence, Mo.
NEW
Kansas

PILOT GROVE

City — Carl

HOUSE

Brands

is opening

a

theatre at Pilot Grove, Mo. Brands formerly operated a roadshow in that section.
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here is conduct-

Be

Unanimous

though

the

success,

survey
and

may

not

the matter

be

result

in

dropped

officially, it is expected to bring about decreased emphasis on this type of promotion

SHOW

Kansas

atres are tying in with

ITO

Some of the independents voiced their
growing disapproval of premiums last
week; hence the movement. Apparently
the majority would like to see them eliminated, but elimination is one of those
things that has to be favored 100 per cent
or is worthless.
complete

K. C. HOUSES TIE
WITH RADIO

City — The

ing a survey to determine the current reaction among independents toward all
premiums and giveaways — merchandise or
money. If all are opposed, a move will be
started to oust the business stimulator.
E. E. Webber, E. S. Young, Charley Potter and “Dusty” Rhoades were named on
two committees to determine the status of
extra-theatre promotions, and are to report
to the association April 15.

some

of the

independents

at least.

Definitely, exhibitors are tired of giveaways. Perhaps the public is, too.
It is interesting to speculate upon the
amount exhibitors here have been spending on premiums. This is in addition, of
course, to costs of film which have, on the
average, been practically doubled because
of double and triple bills.
Cost

Exceeds

Film

Rental

Estimated conservatively, the amount
spent by theatres using premiums to any
extent — and only in a few cases among
(Continued on page 70)

Fox Airer Shifts
Kansas

City — Fox

Midwest

has

shifted

its film chatter program “Let’s Go to the
Movies” to Monday, Wednesday and Friday, from Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday. Senn Lawler, advertising chief for
the circuit, writes and mikes the 15-minute
commercial which combines music from
forthcoming pictures scheduled for Fox
Kansas City houses, movie gossip, and
plugging for current Fox theatre programs.

JESSE SHLYEN, Midwest Editor, 4704 E. 9th St., Kansas
City, Mo. Phone CHestnut 7777. MAURICE WOLFF 801
Wesley Temple Bldg., Minneapolis, Minn. PAUL JAMES,
2711 N. 56th St., Omaha, Neb.

MINNESOTA ANTI-ZONING BILL
REVIVED IN SURPRISE MOVE
Upper and Lower House
Committees Approve
Trade Regulator

Minnesota Measure
Curb Ascap

Minneapolis — Believed killed because
the vast majority of independent exhibitors as well as the exchanges disapprove it, the anti-zoning bill is now
very much alive in the Minnesota state
legislature and is believed to have a
good chance for passage. In surprise
moves, following brief hearings, it was

St.

base rentals on the theatre's seating
capacities and post prices.
Film exchange heads declared at the
public hearings it would be impossible
to obtain sufficient prints to comply
with the proposed law's requirements
and that it would result in higher film
rentals for exhibitors, thus harming,
instead of helping, the latter, for whose
relief it is intended.
Every one of a dozen independent exhibitors, members of Northwest Allied States,
interviewed by Boxoffice, declared himself
opposed to the measure, termed it “ridiculous,” agreed it wouldn’t help the small
theatre owner and asserted its provisions
aren’t practicable or feasible and
turn the business topsy turvy.
Inspired

By

of

As

state

Ruling in St. Paul
Hits Cash Games

legis-

St.

All

exhibitors

Section 3
of motion pictures

in the

State

of

the

classifications hereinafter provided. Such exhibitor may make
application for a
change In
.^ucli classification from time to time by the filing
of a

new

application

and

the

payment

registration fee in a like amount,
cate for a change in classification
to an exhibitor unless his written
sucli

of a

further

but no certifishall be issued
application for

change shall have been on file with
retary of State for a peiriod of at least

the Sec30 days.

theatre or place of amusement
shall be permitted to be registered under more than one classification at the same time. Exhibitors of motion
pictures and the theatres operated by them are
hereby classified as follows:

Paul — All

theatre

gift

nights

in

Minnesota are jeopardized by a decision of
the Ramsay county district court ruling
that such gift nights as Ten-O-Win are
lotteries in violation of the state anti-lottery law even though participants are not
required by theatres using them to purchase admission tickets in order to qualify
or win.
The ruling was made in the case of the
Lyceum Theatre, downtown subsequent run
house here. The decision is being appealed
to the state supreme court and the fate of
theatre
gift nights rests on the latter’s
final
verdict.
Anti-Gift

Night

Bill

Revived

Another threat to theatre gift nights is
an anti-theatre gift night bill in the state
legislature. Thought to have been killed
in committee, it was suddenly revived and
recommended for passage by the house
general legislation committee.
Bank Night always has contended that
if participants and winners do not have to
purchase theatre admission tickets there is
no lottery consideration involved.

No

(a) Class 1. Exhibitors showing first run
pictures and charging an mlniission price of
35 cents or more per adult person.
(b) Class II. Exhibitors showing second run
pictures and charging an admission price of
not less than 25 cents, but less than 35 cents

IT^S YOUR

CHOICE!

WHICH

YOUR

WAY

WILL

BUSINESS GO THIS
UP OR DOWN?

SUMMER-

per adult person.
(c) Class III. Exhibitors showing third run
pictures and charging an admission price of
not less than 20 cents, but less than 25 cents
per adult person.
(d) Class IV. Exhibitors sh4)wing fourth run
pi<‘tures
15 cents

and charging an admission
or less per adult person.
Section 4

price

<»f

Distributors of motion picture film shall make
said film available to all exhibitors in the same
classification of any
one municipality on the
same date. At least 14 days before any motion
picture film is to become available to any exhibitor
of

each

class in any one municipality, said distributor shall post in a conspicuous place at its

(Continued

on page 74)

YOU CAN BE CERTAIN OF INCREASED
SUMMER BUSINESS
AND PROFITS BY INSTAL ING . . .

Bill

The principal features of the measure
follow :
Section

the

Minnesota are hereby classified under the following conditions and each such exhibitor shall, in
making
said application, select a
classification
and thereby elect to be classified under one of

Exhibitor

Highlights

in

thereof to their detriment. It is therefore declared to be the purpose and intent of this Act
to make
moving
picture film available to all
persons and exhibitors upon substantially equal
terms and conditions and to remove unfair coml^etition with respect to the rental of motion picture film and with respect to the time that said
film shall be made available to the exhibitors in
any municipality.

would

However, at the public hearing it developed that Carl Fust, owner of the Westgate Theatre, suburban house, who has had
difficulty in obtaining product and opposes
protection, inspired the measure. He and
his attorney, K. J. Flakne, urged its passage. They charged that the film industry
is ruled by a monopoly and that zoning is
crushing the small independent exhibitor.
David Shearer, attorney representing the
film exchanges here, and several branch
managers spoke against the bill.

bill

lature would force Ascap to list prices
on its copyrighted inusic at a price per
piece and to abandon its present
practice of charging flat blanket license fees. At a public hearing on the
measure Ascap was charged with having a monopoly on popular music and
using it to extort exorbitant sums
from radio broadcasters and other
commercial users of music.

recommended for passage by the senate general legislation committee and
the house civil administration committee.
Under the measure's provisions, film
exchanges would be compelled to release their films simultaneously to all
theatres charging the same admission,

Paul — A

to

1

a guide in the interpretation and
tion of this Act, it is Tecognized by the
ture of the State of Minnesota that the

applicaLegislabusiness

of producing and distributing moving jjicture film
and exhibiting the same in the State of Minnesota
is, in the very nature of such business, controlled by the producers and distributors thereof,
and it is recognized that such producers and distributors have the power to deprive any exhibitor
in any municipality and the people thereof of a
reasonable opportunity to enjoy the benefits of
moving picture exhibitions in their respective theatres and communities and discriminating against
exhibitor in any municipality and the people

H it is All-Spanish Talking Features
— Made in Mexico, write
or wire

Latin-American Film
Exchange
San Antonio, Tex.

405 N. Flores St.

Distributors for Azteca

“MAGIC-WEATHER”
FANS - AIR-WASHERS

COMBINATION UNITS — COLD WATER AIR
CONDITIONERS AND COMPLETE SELF CONTAINED REFRIGERATION UNITS.

Films Dist.

Co., Largest Distributors
United States.

in the

Ask Any Exhibitor in Texas About Us

an
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Minneapolis — With

approval

voted

by

the senate general legislation committee
and the house civil administration committee, prospects have brightened for passage in the Minnesota state legislature of
the theatre divorcement bill which is similar to the one already a law in North
Dakota and which would require the
Minnesota Amusement Co. (Publix) to give
up its 87 Minnesota theatres.
The senate general legislation committee
recommended the measure for passage by
a vote of nine to six. The house civil
administration committee reported it out
with a unanimous recommendation. It now
is on general orders and can be called for
a vote in both branches of the legislature.
Steffes

Expresses

Confidence

“It can’t be stopped now,” declared W.
A. Steffes, who is in charge of the national
Allied States fight to put divorcement bills
over in all states. “I am confident that
it will sail through both branches with
flying colors.”
On the other hand, there are some “in
the political know” who predict that the
measure will remain on general orders as
far as the house is concerned and never
come to a vote. The legislature adjourns
April 22, but it is likely to be called back
for a special session which may not be
limited to tax legislation.
Publix

Pulls

for Their

Side

In Minnesota, Theodore Hays, Publix
executive, and Steffes are on opposite sides
of the fence in this divorcement legislation matter, although they are business
associates and the closest friends. Both are
astute lobbyists and those who are predicting the bill never will go through base
their opinion on the Hays’ pull with prominent Farmer-Laborites.
The bill prohibits producers or distributors to own outright or in part or to operate any theatres. In North Dakota, Publix
will fight its constitutionality in the courts.

Aylesworth

Disappoints

Omaha — Local Variety

club members

who

figured they were all set for the principal
speaker for the national convention here
April 17 and 18 this week were forced to
renew the search when M. H. Aylesworth
made almost a last-minute announcement
to Chairman E. R. Cummings of the entertainment committee that he will be unable
to come.

New

House

International

Falls,

Opens
Minn.

— Eighty-

eight days after the first shovelful of earth
had been turned, the New Grand Theatre
here opened its doors. The building was
erected by the M. E. Greenberg Co. of
Minneapolis which recently received the
contract to build the new Avalon Theatre,
Minneapolis neighborhood house.
BOXOFFICE
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in Brief

for a new

Wisconsin,

proved,

and

theatre at Phillips,

have
actual

already
work

been

ap-

is to begin

this week. The theatre is to be completed in time for opening during the

^HEdance
Variety
Club’s
formalSaturday
dinner
at the
Hotelbig
Nicollet
promised to be one of the season’s outstanding social events. Tickets are $10 per
couple and it’s promised that the food and
drink alone will be more than worth the
cost. The club’s house committee is in
charge of arrangements and has worked
long and hard to make it a supreme success.
Ben Friedman, prominent independent
exhibitor, was laid up in the hospital for
a few days. Nothing serious — just needed
rest after too much golfing on a Florida
winter vacation.

The Variety Club had its first golf tournament of the season scheduled for last
Sunday. Then came the snow again, necessitating a postponement. The date will be
decided when the weather becomes more
spring-like and settled. Chief Barker Bill
Elson says.
Sportsmen’s Show at the Auditorium drew 50,000 people, including many
of the Filmroio bunch. Another big ice
show is scheduled for the Arena April 8-11.
Two legit road attractions in the Twin
Cities this week — Talullah Bankhead in
"Reflected Glory” at the St. Paul Auditorium and Jane Cowl in "First Lady” at the
Minneapolis Metropolitan. All of the
aforegoing, along with the bad weather,
coming under the head of opposition for
the movie houses.

latter part of May. This theatre will
be another unit of the George Miner
circuit, and

associated

in his new

theatre at Phillips are Mr.

Lyle Webster

and

with Mr. Miner

Mr. A. N. Donnellan.

Plans call for the latest, most

modern-

istic type of theatre building with seating capacity of about five hundred. The
latest and finest equipment obtainable
has been

purchased

for this new

thea-

tra, including deluxe AIR-LOC fullupholstered chairs, latest type ULTRAPHONIC SOUND SYSTEM, JEWELL low
intensity lamps and rectifiers, SIMPLEX
projectors, etc.
was

purchased
PLIES, INC.

All of this equipment
from

CINEMA

SUP-

The

Speaking of stage shows, the Orpheum
has two more underlined. One is “Stripping Stars,” the week of April 16, and the
other the Weaver Brothers and Elvira, date
unannounced yet.
T. J. Bennett, Paramount New York
home office auditing department representative, in town. Came here from Canada where he has been working several
months, and says it feels good to plant his
feet on the soil of the good old U. S. A.

Hannah,
new

North

moving

to open

Dakota,

is to have

picture house

a

scheduled

on April 1 5th. Mr. W. 1. Pfiaum

has bought the highest quality equipment for this beautiful theatre from
CINEMA

Work

SUPPLIES,

on

the new

Minneapolis,
AIR-LOC
been

INC.

Avalon

Theatre,

is progressing

rapidly.

full-upholstered

scheduled

seats

have

for this theatre, deliv-

ery to be made on May
SUPPLIES, INC.

1st by CINEMA

again.

Gordie Greene at the Palace, 15c dual
feature subsequent run house downtown, is
offering wrestling matches as a special
added attraction one night a week.
Daddy of a bouncing SVz-pound baby
girl, Allen S. Clatworthy, veteran M-G-M
salesman, issued nifty announcement cards,
telling of Mildred Alice’s "world premiere”
at Abbott Hospital here March 4 at 4:35
p. TO. and naming the members of the
"cast” concerned.

The new

State Theatre

at Lake Mills,

Iowa, opens April 15th. This theatre
will be one of the finest in northern
Iowa, and will include the latest
ULTRAPHONE JEWELL Sound System
together with Jewell lamps in the pro— Adv.
jection room, and the famous AIR-LOC
full-upholstered seats, all of which is
furnished by CINEMA SUPPLIES, INC.

“Hy” Chapman, Columbia branch manager, returned from Chicago where he at( Continued on page 74)
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Trade Outlook Rosy
in Kaycee Sector
Kansas

City — Although

exhibitors

and

exchangemen very seldom agree on matters affecting their business, they are
showing remarkable unanimity in praise
of the future outlook for this section. Since
1930 the area has had short crops and
droughts, but at present the indications are
that this will be the best year in six for
the farmer, and. through him, for other
businesses and industries.
Testimonies

From

Many

Testimony to this effect is submitted by
a variety of sources within the industry.
From western Kansas comes Lloyd Morris, Great Bend exhibitor, with the report
that crops look better than in several years.
On his return from a trip through almost
all of Kansas. W. A. Porter, Stebbins Theatre Equipment Co., said that exhibitors are
optimistic and that many are making improvements on the basis of the bright outlook for the year.
Ward Scott, district manager for 20th
Century-Fox, was down in Oklahoma the
other day and found they had the best
prospects in six years. They don’t need
any more rain until May to make a wheat
crop.
W. L. Norris of Consolidated brought
back similar observations after a trip which
included Emporia, Topeka, Lawrence, El
Dorado, Arkansas City, Wichita and Wellington.
Missouri crop conditions also are much
better than a year ago.
Market

Prices

ITO Giveaway

Kansas

City — Variety

Kansas

Clubroonis

City — People

like exhibitors, ex-

changemen to the contrary, as is evidenced
by the election of a couple of them as
mayors of their home cities.
Robert Shelton of the Star at Warrensburg. Mo., was named mayor there. The
house is a unit of the Commonwealth circuit.

took their first bow to the ladies
Saturday (April 3) in a very neat
little cocktail party at which punch
and hors d’ouevres (look it up yourself) were served by the staff, music
by a string orchestra, and dancing by
the assembly. Approximately 50
ladies, accompanied by husbayids,
viewed the new quarters. The reaction was unanimous: they liked it,
and proved it by staying from 4 to

Rex Barrett, manager of the Uptown,
Columbia, Mo., another Commonwealth
house, was scheduled to go in as mayor of
the Missouri University city.

8 p. m.

New

RCA

Kansas

Vaughan

Installations

City — RCA

sound

Kansas

installations

reported by Don Davis for the last few
days include the York at York, Neb., a
Central States second run; the Stanley at
Galena. 111., and, going north, the Fennimore at Fennimore, Wis., and the Metro
at Prairie due Chien (“prairie dog” to you),
Wis. The latter house has been completely
remodeled after a two-months closing.
George Panka has renamed the theatre.
It used to be the Blackhawk.

Kopulos Re-enters
Kansas

City — Mrs.

Stella

Kopulos

has

taken over operation of the Columbia,
North End house here. Mrs. Kopulos formerly operated the theatre, which has been
handled in recent months by H. L. Parker.

Bros. Expand

City — L. and

F. G.

Vaughan,

veteran showmen in this territory, have
leased the Lyric Theatre in Runge, Tex.
The brothers also operate a theatre in
Poth, Tex. L. Vaughan formerly was associated with the Fox Midwest Theatres in
Dodge City and Wichita. F. G. Vaughan
at one time was employed by the Griffith
Amusement Co. in Oklahoma City.

LARGE

CARRIER

Hutchinson,

TRADE
WJWMW

INSTALLATION

Kas. — The

new

Wolcott

Building here, the newest and one of the
largest buildings in Kansas, will be completely Carrier air-conditioned when it
opens April 15. In addition to a central
plant system for conditioning the first floor
stores in the building, 138 Carrier year
around stalled
unit
conditioners have 'been inin theair offices.

from page 67)

DIDECTCDr

A HANDY

QUIDE

FOR

KANSAS
EQUIPMENT

AND

Ernest Amoneno,
1117 Cherry
Great

St.

Western

817 Holmes

Co.
Victor 8796

Stage Equipment

Theatre

Equipment

1804 Wyandotte
C. H. Badger, Mgr.

ASSOCIATIONS

E. Rolsky, Pres.

128 W.

18th St. —

John Staple, Pres.

309 West

Theatre

SCREEN

GRand

Douglas

Equipment

Ave.

AIR

Co., Inc.
Phone

Freezem

2-2153

Motion

PUBLICITY
Film Company

Picture Advertising

E. L. Harris, Dist. Mgr., Mo., Kan., Neb., Iowa.
1000 E. 76th St.— Phone, Hiland 2694

nozzles, multiblade

G. A. Peterson

VI. 3535

18th St.— Kansas

SOUND

Mfg. Co.

Air Units, all sizes, blowers,

units, spray

109 W.

4825

CONDITIONING

Peterson
Washed

Harrison

R. R. Biechele, Sec.-Treas.

0134

Wichita, Kas.

C. D. Peck, Mgr.

Sec'y

Co.

Alexander
Southwest

Ed Hartman,

K. M. T. A.
Mgr.

St.

Phone;

CITY

Co.

St,
T. L. Greening,
Phone: Victor 9078

Stebbins

EXHIBITOR

Independent Theatre Owners Association
3501 Gladstone — BEnton 5456

Mgr.

Phone:

THE

EXHIBITOR

SUPPLIES

A. A. Electric Machinery

Survey

independents is this not the case — is more
than that spent on films, even where the
theatre is playing doubles on every change.
In one instance a theatre spent $85 for
film and $250 in premiums on one change
(two days). In another, the average weekly
rentals totaled a little more than half of
the weekly outlay for giveaways. In still
another case, the exhibitor has been paying
something like $500 a week for premiums,
$300 a week for film.
Taking very conservative estimates of
premium costs and the additional cost of
extra features, the Kansas City independent has added practically 200 per cent to
his film cost, as compared with a few years
ago when singles without premiums were
the rule and not the rare exception.
The Fox Midwest chain hasn’t used
dishes in Kansas City for about a year, but
has offered electric refrigerators, radio
bars, and the like.

70

K. C. Variety Club
Bows to Ladies

Booming

The beauty of it is that the farm market
is in the best shape it has been for years.
Prices are constantly rising and there is
little indication that the market will weaken much before harvest.
So in spite of bad weather during the
late winter and early spring, which admittedly has affected grosses deleter! ously for
all exhibitors, in town and out, the industry is not crying.

(Continued

New

TWO MO. EXHIBITORS
HONORED AS MAYORS

home

rotors

H. F. Rodick
City, Mo.

SERVICE

K. C. SOUND
Syncrofilm
W. L.

SERVICE

Sound Equipment and Service
130 W. 18th St.
W. P.

Norris

HA 4783
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K A Y C IE IE
EXHIBITORS on Filmrow this week included Mr. and Mrs. Bessier, Humboldt,
Kas.; L. M. Robison, Albany, Mo.; F. J.
Ledoux, Holton, Kas.; George Nescher, Valley Falls, Kas.; J. W. Davis, Higginsville,
Mo.; A. E. Jarboe, Cameron, Mo.; Mervin
Otto, Pleasanton, Kas.; Ray Mathis, Anderson, Mo. ; Ray McKittrick, Kansas, Osawatomie, Kas.; Stanley Schwan, Lawrence,
Kas.; Mr. and Mrs. Joe Ghosen, Sedalia,
Mo.; S. F. Wilson, Camdenton, Mo.; C. R.
Allen, Buffalo, Mo., who has been in in a
long, long time; Frank Anderson, Kirksville. Mo.; E. M. Mullikin, Springfield, Mo.;
Hanson Lacy, Humansville, Mo.; Harry
Moulton, Sabetha, Kas., who brought in a
restaurant operator to give him the right
kind of advice on buying a new cooling
system for his restaurant; Jess Binney,
Pattonsburg, Mo.

tor for the Dickinson theatre circuit and
previously had been associated with the
First National Bank at Lawrence, Kas.
Dick Sachel of the National Screen Service in Chicago has been a visitor here the
past week, conferring with Charley Gregory, local branch manager.
Roy Dunnock of the Madrid Theatre at
Atchison, Kas., was his usual festive self
along Filmrow last week. In the past he
has been such a regular visitor that we
never bothered to print his name, but Roy
would like his wife to know that he was
attending to business, so we’ll vouch
him.

Orchids to Miss Catherine Donohue,
cashier at M-G-M, who last Thursday evening (April 1) entertained Metro office
girls at her home, 3909 Windsor. Approximately 30 attended. That everyone enjoyed it is indicated by the fact that a
couple of lads, A1 Adler and Walter Lambader, Metro bookers, crashed the gates of
the all-girl affair.
Signs
eth
tossing
the Fox

of Spring: the boys from TwentiCentury-Fox pitching horseshoes and
baseballs on the empty lot back of
exchange.

“The Good Earth” is harvesting out
plenty to the acre at the Orpheum boxoffice. Governor and Mrs. Walter A. Huxman of Kansas attended the show the
other evening with a party.
William Leucht, and his son, William,
who formerly operated the Olive, Savoy
and Valley theatres in St. Joseph, Mo.,
were on Filmrow this week with the report
that they are lining up two or three shows
in northwest Missouri.
M. B. Pressley of the Globe Theatre,
Savannah, Mo., is buying new RCA sound.
Mike Roth, Columbia exploiteer, just returned from five weeks spent on “When
You're in Love” in Omaha, Des Moines,
Waterloo, Iowa City and Davenport. Roth
will have charge of the roadshow of “Lost
Horizon” here this month.

A new name suggested for movie moguls
— colossal stupenders.

John E. Huston of Florida, who formerly
ran a show at Stanberry , Mo., was visiting
on Filmrow this week.
B. J. Nicoley replaces Eva Hunter as
cashier at the Grand National Film Exchange. Nicoley formerly was chief audi-
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“High Fidelity”
Says:

for

DON'T

“Tain't so,” affirms Miss Kay Griffith of
the Republic -Midwest office when asked
about a marriage license report in the
Times of April 1. The Kathryn F. Griffith
listed is not her and she has been telling
so to almost everybody she meets.

Curiosity of exhibitors was aroused the
vast week by the question, “Are you on
the honor roll?” which made its appearance on all Republic- Midwest letters.
Here's the answer: A series of 40x60 cards
framed in a bright blue are going up on
the loalls of the exchange. They contain
the names of all exhibitors completely
booked up for June, “Bob Withers Month.”
Three of the frames were up early in the
week, with 36 names in each frame. Nice
idea.

• DON

BOWLING
Kansas

That Great Picture,
“THE GOOD EARTH”
at the Orpheum

LEAGUE

City — League

leaders

lost

Now.
two

to

Film Delivery in last Monday’s skirmish.
The Fox Theatres team still holds second
place, with 23 won to date, two more added to their crown in Monday’s battle with
Independent Poster. The Erpi boys took
all three games from the Barkers, rating
fourth place.
0160,
LKAGUK
(As
HrA-UKO.
.
Fox Theatres
Cresswell.

.

.

of

April

.

17
18
22

.
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RESULTS

LAST

Barkers
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788

Fox Theatres .
Indei>. Posters
Film I>elivery .
RCA-RKO.
. .

...
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851
796

.
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SOS
796

Cresswell. . . .
Finton-Jones. ,

...
. .

736
833

INDIVIDGAG

23
24
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15

MONDAY
2299

Won
3

748
702
8-10

2276
2487
2360

0
2
1

789
70.3

2309

2

2380

1

2509
2427

2
1

PJrjii
789
786
790
822
795
801
790
930
HIGH

721

8 43
804

Lost
0
3

1
2

SCORKS

RCA-RKO
vs. Barkers
Cresswell vs. Fox Theatres

Alleys
Alleys

21-22
23-24

Finton-Jones

Alleys

25-26

Indep.

Posters

Superb Picture.

1
2

595; F. Hensler, 568; F. Lambader, 565 ;
22.5; J. L,ewis, 225; .Tack Cameron, 203.
NKXT
WKKK’S
SCHFDUGK
Delivery vs. Erpi
Alleys 19-20

vs.

for this

1
2

Godson,
Cres.swell,
Film

RCA
HIGH FIDELITY
De Luxe

Lost
14

25
23

Finton-Jones . .
Film Delivery
Indep. Poster
Barkers

Is Using
That Loew's

.5) Won
...
...

.
..

.

Also Don't Forget

STANDINGS

Montla.v,

MISS SEEING

The Two Make
2*^

a Real Combination.
See and Hear
for Yourself

LOWE BUYS BRILES'S
NUEVA AT STAFFORD
Kansas

City — The

Nueva,

E.

A.

Briles’s

theatre at Stafford, Kas., has been acquired
by F. L. Lowe, who operates houses also
in Hays, Lyons, Lucas and Sterling, Kas.
The Stafford acquisition gives “Doc” five.
Briles publishes the Stafford newspaper
and represents his community in the Kansas house of representatives.
Fire almost completely destroyed the
Nueva last month. It is being rebuilt and
is expected to open around May 1.

"LOST
Kansas

HORIZON"

AVIS
90G Davidson Bldg — 17th & Main
KANSAS CITY, MO.

IN K. C. APRIL 22

City — Columbia’s

“Lost

Horizon”

will go into the Orpheum here for roadshowing beginning April 22. Other key
spots throughout the territory will follow.

n
o
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IIL I M C €> IL M Anti-Ascap Bill
Neb. Bank Night
Battle Is Ahead
Reported Adverse
Lincoln — Attorney generals, past and
present, will lock horns in the battle testing the legality of Bank Night in Nebraska,
the prosecution represented by Attorney
General Richard C. Hunter, and the defense with William Wright, who preceded
him in the office.
Hunter has his entire staff working on

^ARL ROSE, the York, rascal, had a good
time at the expense of Boxoffice here.
Heard about us going to Grand Island last
weekend to pick up a new car, so when we
came back through his town. Rose had
erected a huge sign right in front of the
theatre which read: “This parking space
reserved for Barney Oldfield and his new

car.” Spreading feet atop his desk for a
short chat. Martin Coopersmith made it
look like old home week by dropping in
for

a

handshake. Coopersmith is currently enamoured of a gal who lives in the
and was weekending scandalizing her

the case — Paul Chaney, Francis V. Robinson and Barlow Nye. Besides Wright, the

town

Bank

parents.

Nighters have S. Halpern, Minneapolis, and John Mullen, Omaha.

Prefer

Trial

on Stipulation

of Facts

Tiff of the two office heads brings to a
boil the differences of opinion in the two
administrations. Wright always ruled
Bank Night legal if complying with the
copyrighted plan and if no one needed buy
tickets to the theatre to be eligible to win,
which the Bank Nighters claim to have
lived up to rigidly. Hunter ruled it was in
violation of the lottery laws and picked
the Beatrice. Neb. situation. Rivoli and
Fox. Foxwesco houses, for the test when
the Bank Night people refused to adhere
to his ruling.

In Grand Island, tried to catch William
Youngclaus, but everytime showed up at
either of his theatres, he’d just left for
somewhere. Chatting with Eddie Forrester,
he became very cagey on the matter of his
forthcoming move and would not even
hazard a guess as to his ultimate destination ivith Tri-States. Move won’t be made
until May 1, anyway.
Pulled

up

to the Harry

Schiller

palace

(no kiddinl and congratulated him on becoming a large potato in the Grand Island
movie garden. Could have shut eyes and
sworn it was Bob Livingston talking. Same

Conferences are being held semi-weekly
between the opposing attorneys, argument
being whether the case shall be tried on a
stipulation of facts, or on evidence. Both

words

sides prefer the former

big to-do late this month when his house
opens and it looks like the show biz will
be rollcalled and found present to a man
to wish him well.

action, but the at-

torney general’s office is having some
trouble getting the defense to admit, or
agree to admit, some of the “facts.”
No trial date has been set yet.

AWARDS PASSES TO
24 BEST DRESSED
ScoTTSBLUFF,

Neb.

—

Clcvei'

Easter

day

came out: “Trouble with this situation is that there are too many theatres

operating.” Which seems to be an almost
universal complaint. Harry is planning a

Chuck Doty, exploiteer here, fancied this
week by getting the unicameral to pass a
resolution asking for a command appearance of tha Major Bowes amateur show on
the floor rf the legislature. Will rate some
good newspaper copy, it is likely.

business buildup stunt was pulled by Manager Bill Boston of the Egyptian when he

Milton Overman can hang up a sign in
front of the Varsity now heralding himself

had

as a surgeon. Was playing “You’re in the
Army Now” and didn’t like the Wally Ford
death on the end of the picture. So he
chopped off the last 50 feet of the last reel

a local roving

reporter-photographer

“shoot” Easter paraders in their finery.
From the pictures Boston picked the 24
whom he considered the best dressed in
Scottsbluff. posting pictures of 12 in his
theatre lobby the night following Easter
and

12 more the next night. Each one selected rated two passes to the Egyptian.

Usher Wins Drawing
Lincoln- — Kenneth Freeman, usher at
the Varsity, came off lucky this week. A
local gas station has a $100 drawing each
week pulling numbers which have been
taken from auto license plates. Freeman
nulled the $100 this week and knocked
people down getting to the bank to have it
cashed before somebody found out it was
a mistake, or a dream.

Schiller Opening Waits

and

moved the “Finis” tag up — thus
ing Ford’s life. How about that!

sav-

Ike Hoig’s romance is hitting on one or
two cylinders now. Reason is his new
duties keep him tied down so much, the gal
friend is lucky to get a telephone call.
Mrs.
where

Bob

Livingston

she’ll probably

is now

in Arizona

of the

New

Grand

though it’s expected around
on the interior is slow and
time than expected.
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Theatre,

al-

their pals’ shoes ivhile they slept and then
trading them to French farmers for a good
homecooked meal. Most people know Krech
as Warren William on the screen.

April 27. 'Work
is taking more

report

ontutional
it from
legislature’s
consti-if
committee the
which
declares that

Ascap

illegal in Nebraska and set a penalty for any similar organization to try
and operate here. Not only were nearly
all the showmen behind it, but dance halls
and radio stations were in support, too.
Would
The
came

Need

Amending

bill was being rushed through and
out of a hearing with excellent

chances. Ascap was called a “vicious
trust,” and the mention of trust before a
body of this nature is like a red flag to a
bull. Additional help in pushing it was
expected from several powerful senators,
who were either showmen or attorneys who
had been on the losing end in Ascap court
actions.
Unless amended now, it’s doubtful if the
bill will progress any further and will probably be shelved. The unicameral is proceeding cautiously in its initial session and
hopes there’ll be no unconstitutional black
marks against it.

AP SIGNS OLDFIELD
FOR FEATURE SERIES
Lincoln

— Barney

Oldfield,

Boxoffice

representative here, has been signed by the
Associated Press to do a feature series for
the state service, which includes 15 daily
sheets in Nebraska. The stint will be done
from Hollywood. Additionally, the Boxoffice scribe will do a daily column for
the Lincoln Star and Nebraska State Journal, as well as a couple of Sunday features
for the Sunday Journal and Star.

Lincoln Likes Vaude
Lincoln — Vaudeville

is likely to continue
at the Orpheum here until the middle of
May, according to bookings already lined
up. Stage shows have done excellent business this season. After flesh goes out, policy will be duals.
CHANGE HANDS AT PAXTON
Lincoln — Harry C. Carter, of Arapahoe,
Neb., is understood here to have assumed
operation of the Sun in Paxton, Neb. He
bought the theatre recently, and was formerly employed by A. Benjamin, Inc.
GARNES
bought

THACKER

bill facing the

passed, the supreme court will throw it out
because it embraces too much power.
Offered by Senator Frank Brady, an
Atkinson rancher, the bill would make

Gibbon,
PAUL

anti-Ascap

stay until summer.

Glen Rutherford, whose wife is a cashier
at the Cavitol. got a letter this week from
Warren Krech. from Hollywood. Krech
remembered Rutherford from army days
together in France and told about stealing

Lincoln — No definite date has been set
by Harry Schiller, Grand Island, for the
opening

Lincoln — The

Nebraska unicameral legislature has practically no chance of passage now, after a

BUYS

BUYS

GIBBON

Neb. — The

Gibbon has been
by J. O. Games from H. L. Beuck.

PENDER

Pender, Neb. — The Pender has been sold
by A. E. Thacker to his brother, Paul
Thacker.

WOOD

RIVER

OAK

SOLD

Wood River, NEB.^The Oak has been
sold by Lillian Lyhane to M. D. Lyhane.
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TWO TRI-STATE UNITS
MAKE POLICY CHANGE
Omaha — Policy changes

for two

outstate

Tri-State Theatre Corp. houses were announced here this week by District Manager Evert R. Cummings.
The Rivoli at Hastings will retain double
features only on Wednesday and Thursday nights. Programs will now be changed
three times instead of twice a week.
Previously the Rivoli has allowed patrons to register with attendance cards on
Thursday and Friday nights for the Saturday night cash drawings. Now these registrations will be limited to Friday night
only. The Strand at Hastings will continue to allow attendance registrations on
Saturday nights only.
Rivoli prices will be 25 cents for matinees
and 35 cents evenings on the Sunday
change, and 25 cents on the other two
changes.
Orville Rennie, Tri-States city manager
in Hastings, also was called into Omaha
this week to study cash award operation
methods here.
The Grand Island Capitol also goes to
single features the first four days of the
week, and retains double features the latter
three days.

€> m

Omaha

—

Mrs.

Bill

Miskell

and

new

daughter are doing fine, and Manager Bill
Miskell of the Orpheum has almost recovered himself, but he’s still wondering
how Exploiteer Ted Emerson knew about
the baby’s birth almost as soon as he did.
Miskell dashed excitedly into Tri-States’
offices, grabbed Emerson and yelled: “It’s
a girl!”
“Sure, I knew that,” answered Emerson
nonchalantly. “Why the story is in the
afternoon papers already.”
“How the heck did they know?” demanded Miskell and ran out again to buy a
paper.
The newspapers knew because Emerson
had arranged with a nurse at the hospital
to flash him the news. The baby has been
named Mary Leith.

000 Bank

Local ribbuig cham'pionshi'p has been
awarded W. P. Bernfield, United Artists
exploiteer from Kansas City. Visiting a
neighborhood exhibitor here the other
night, Bernfield called in the manager and
said: “Looks to me like your film is wobbling a bit.” The exhib looked for himself.
“Sure is,” he admitted, “what’s the answer?” “Better buy some screen oil from
Bob Ballantyne,” advised Bernfield.

municipal court by Mrs. Walter a Rosenberg of Omaha against Tri-States Theatre
Corp., Frank Houston of the Minne Lusa
Theatre and Affiliated Enterprises of Denver, owners of the Bank Night copyright.
Mrs. Rosenberg bases her suit on the
allegation that the Bank Night drawing
had been advertised for 9 p. m. each Wednesday, but that on Feb. 24, 1937, it was
held at 8:20 p, m, and that her name was
drawn as the winner.

Louise Fitch, former local gal who jumped into radio from the Community Playhousewhich
(
trained Henry Fonda ) , may
get a United Artists screen test.
Everybody's happy about the way Ted
Emerson’s stunt on Wafford the pig finally has come out. The pig was turned over
to the free milk and ice fund of a local
newspaper, then purchased for $25 by Variety Club. Then Variety gave the pig to

least four

Nebraska

Novitsky Family Moved
Novitsky,

recently

ap-

pointed Republic-Midwest branch manager
in Omaha, has moved his family here from
Grand Island, Neb., where he had maintained residence as salesman for 20th-Fox.

managed a local women’s ready-to-wear
store’s shoe department before bitten by
the film bug.
Miss Ethel Good celebrated the announceme7it of her engagement by catching a heavy cold. Now she can hardly talk
about HIM above a whisper.
Local houses were hit hard by the Shrine
circus at Ak-Sar-Ben coliseum this week,
the attendance of 40,000 exceeding that of
two years ago by nearly 6,000 and setting a
new record.
Biller Tibbye Wolfson of 20th-Fox announces her betrothal to Ed Himelstein of
Omaha.

Charles (Toby) Stewart of the Shenandoah (la.) Mayfair strutted along Filmrow
last week with his baby daughter. He’s as
proud of her as he is of daughter Kay, 17,
who recently signed a Paramount contract.
Hazel Anderson, M-G-M’s booker, is
elated that this year she gets to go to the
national convention in Los Angeles in May.
This will be her first convention trip and
first sight of Hollywood.

AND

Omaha — An

"DIARY"

all-time

BREAK

boxoffice

RECORD
record

for

the Omaha Theatre under Tri-States management was set Easter week when “Waikiki Wedding” and “A Doctor’s Diary,”
Paramount films, grossed 235 per cent.
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Bank Night Prize
Omaha — Suit attempting

Inquiry

the end

of a broken

film

film caught fire in the projection booth
of the Gem Theatre, Operator A1 Lewis
tore it from the machine and played a fire
extinguisher on the blaze. The fire was
confined to the booth and quickly extinguished, Lewis escaping uninjured.

Conducted

She asserts she left home at 8:30 p. m.,
expecting to be at the theatre in time for
the drawing. When she arrived, however,
she was informed that the drawing was
over and that she had lost the prize by virtue of not being present. She attempted
then to claim the money, but was refused.
At that time Mrs. Rosenberg carried
her complaint to city councilmen, who inquired of the Bank Night pool why the
drawing had been held at 8:20. District
Manager Evert R. Cummings of TriStates, as chairman of the group, replied
that no time had ever been definitely set
for the drawing. He added that the time
of each drawing was never set until the
same day because of the difficulty of synchronizing programs of all the 25 theatres
in order to avoid picture breaks.
Denies

Advertising

Drawing

Time

Furthermore, Exploiteer Ted Emerson of
Tri-States, who has written all the trailer
advertising used for Bank Night since its
inception, asserts that no time was ever
advertised. Also the theatres were early
forbidden from mentioning Bank Night in
any form in their newspaper copy.
It is believed Tri-States was named a
party to the suit since the drawing is held
on the stage of that circuit’s Orpheum
Theatre each week.

Many Overhauling Jobs
Omaha — Through

the

cooperation

of

local exchanges, who detect scratched film
and recommend overhauling jobs on projection machines, many exhibitors in the
Nebraska territory have had the work done
this spring, according to Robert Ballantyne of Scott-Ballantyne Co, Among the
exhibitors are: Charles Prokop, Wahoo;
Jack Galbreath, Superior Neb.; Roy Dresher, Spencer, Neb.; C. N. Robinson, Blair,
Neb.; Faye Honey, Tecumseh, Neb.; Moon
Theatre Co., Wilber Neb.; and L. C. Ehlers,
Minden, Neb.
WESTERN

Omaha — Western

Nips Booth Fire

to collect a $1,-

Night prize has been filed in

LATEST

Omaha — When

"WAIKIKI"

for Boys.

exhibi-

tors have taken on as a sideline dealerships
in a new cold water air conditioner being
distributed by the Ballantyne Co. They
are: Walter Bradley, Neligh; Ralph Falkenburg, Lexington; Harold Schoonover,
Aurora, and Mons Thompson, St. Paul.

Omaha — Hymie

Home

Local friends have learned that Sherman
Lowe, the Hollywood writer, once was
known as Sherman Lowenstein here, and

M-G-M’s office party celebrating the exchange’s victory in the recently-completed
national drive has been set for late in May.

New Ballantyne Sales
Omaha — At

IIHII A\ Omahan Sues Over

TACK SAGGAU, the athlete son of Ex^ hibitor Henry Saggau of Denison, Iowa,
will have the male lead in The Bluejay
Revue, annual musical presented by
Creighton University, at the Paramount
Theatre April 12.

Father Flanagan’s

MISKELL "SCOOPED"
ON DAUGHTER'S BIRTH

A

SALES

Theatre

Supply

an-

nounces sale of lamps, rectifiers and screen
to P. G. Held for the Strand at Griswold,
la.; lamps, rectifiers, screen, decorations,
carpet and 475 seats to F, E, Rider, who is
replacing the fire-destroyed Crystal Theatre at Wauneta, Neb,, and complete air
conditioning to Henry Hower for the
Grand, Worthington, Minn,
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MINNEAPOLIS
(Continued

MRS. A. H. BLANK are receivJ^R. AND
ing congratulations on the birth of a
grand-daughter, Beverly Ann, to their son
and daughter-in-law, Mr. and Mrs. Myron
Blank, last Sunday in Iowa Methodist hospital. The baby’s maternal grandparents
are Mr. and Mrs. L. J. Navran of Kansas
City.
Ronald

^ Dutch) Reagan, 26, sports announcer for station WHO for the last four
years, has signed a contract with Warner
Brothers studio. Reagan took a screen test
while in California last month on his annual inspection trip of Chicago baseball
teams in connection with his sports announcmg job. More as a lark than anything, Joy Hodges, Des Moines girl, in the
movies and in radio work, secured the test
for him.
Bored

with

the

usual

adjectives like

“colossal, stupendous, magnificent, etc.,”
Harold Lyons, manager of a Burlington,
Iowa, theatre recently put a unique marquee billing “out front.” It said, “Two
features — neither one is any good.”
Herbert Ashton jr. of New York City,
leading man at the Princess here in 1926,
returned to Des Moines this week as director of the federal theatre players project
which opens April 15 at the President
Theatre.
The front of the new Monogram office
has a Monogram trade mark in silver leaf
blue and black. A lightning bolt metal
sign above the window carries the words,
“Independent Major” below a full sign
“Monogram” in raised aluminum letters.
Maxine Farr, former secretary to the
registrar at Drake U., is now secretary to
F. E. Judd, manager in the new Monogram
office.
Republic-Midwest has made arrangements with station WHO artists’ bureau for
a personal appearance of A1 Clauser and
his Oklahoma Outlaws in connection with
the engagement of the picture, “Rootin’
Tootin’ Rhythm,” which they just finished
making with Gene Autry in Hollywood.
A. H. Blank and G. Ralph Branton left
this week on a business trip to New York
City. They expect to be gone a week.

Griswold Theatre Set
Griswold,

Ia. — For

the

first time

in

nearly two decades Griswold will have two
theatres with the opening of a new 300seat house in a few weeks by Mervin Neeley
and Arch Conklin. They have leased the
lower floor of the Odd Fellows building and
plan a contest for a name.

Takes Keokuk
Keokuk,

Post

Iowa — H. E. Stevens,

formerly

manager of the Avalon at Lawrenceville,
Ind., arrived here Monday to take over
the Frisina circuit as city manager. "Vincent Helling, formerly manager of the
Grand here, takes Stevens’ place at the
Lawrenceville Avalon helm.
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"Great Guy,” into Publix houses for its
Minneapolis and St. Paul first runs.

from page 69)

tended a sales meeting.

And also gave the

once over to “The Great Horizon” which,
he declares, is the “greatest picture ever
and doing turnaway business.”
Arnold Dobrin, maintenance man, and
Audrey Lutz, biller, are newcomers at
Paramount.
A1 Jacobs
Columbia.

is new

assistant booker

Margaret Cragin of the RKO
has the sympathy of Filmrow
of her brother.

at

office staff
in the loss

“Sandy” Gottleib, back from a long
honeymoon and looking better than ever,
finds himself promoted from assistant to
head booker at M-G-M, with Walter McKeen advanced from head booker to salesman.

Out-of-town exhibitors visiting Filmrow
included Mr. and Mrs. W. J. Carter, Plainview, Minn.; Andy Anderson, Detroit Lakes,
Minn., who just has returned from a California vacation; Floyd Perkins, Mora,
Minn., and Ray Hiller, Marshall, Minn.
Moe Levy is out on a tour of the 20thFox exchanges that are under his supervision.
Bill Elson, off for Kansas City to look
after the Mainstreet and Newman theatres
which he is supervising.
Bill Grant, National Screen salesman,
back in town after three consecutive weeks
on the road, says the old berg looks mighty
good to him.

“Duke” Hickey, Universal special exploiteer from Chicago, in town working on
“Top of the World,” current at the
Orpheum.

The local RKO branch moved into second place in the national Jules Levy sales
contest — considerable of a jump and re-

Joe Podoloff, 20th-Fox branch manager,
ivorked North Dakota with Salesman Bill
Mussman this week.

flecting great credit on “Nickey” Goldhammer and his staff. Aiid it’s in fourth
place in the national "March of Time”
competition.

Business is so good with Universal here

Although the temperature continues to
flirt with the twenties, Fred Finnegan,
Universal office manager, is making preparations to move to his summer home at
Lake Minnetonka.
Eddie Marshall, RKO theatre auditor
from New York, in the Twin Cities for a
brief business visit.
The University of Minnesota 1936 football pictures were shown at the Variety
club monthly Monday dinner gathering
this week and all those present voted them
“ a great show.” Guests included Eddie
Marshall and Bill Sears, Orpheum manager.
Rud Lohrenz, Warner Brothers’ exchange
trip.
manager,
back from a Chicago busmess
“Good Earth” goes into the Alvin April
23 for a roadshow engagement.
All local theatres contributed acts
annual police stag which drew a
capacity crowd to the Auditorium.
Hirsch, Gayety impresario, put the
on arid did a dandy job.

to the
10,000
Harry
show

Leon Erroll’s “Hollywood Follies,” on the
Orpheum stage the past week, had a
Minneapolis tinge. Jimmy Hadras, sensational featured dancer, is a Minneapolitan;
so is Mrs. Lou Galt, wife of the singer.
S. D. Kane, Northwest Allied executive
secretary, confined to hotel by illness for
several days, but now is recovered and back
on job.
When Maurice Moorman and Florence
Edleman of National Screen wed within the
next several months — not to each other —
it will make five from that office who have
marched to the altar in an 18 months’
period.
Don Woods is happy because he has set
the Grand National-Jimmy Cagney picture.

that it’s running into a little difficulty in
taking care of accounts on “Three Smart
Girls.” The difficulty lies in obtaining
sufficient prints. The strike in the easterably.
ern laboratory complicated matters consid-

Anti-Zoning Bill
(Continued

from page 68)

IH’inc’ipal business place in Minnesota a schedule
of prices for the sale, rental or leasing of said
film api>li<ahle to exhibitors in such class in such
municipality, which said schedule shall also show
the date on which such film will become available
to the exhibitors of each class in such municipality, and said distributor shall thereafter collect
from such exhibitors neither more nor less, directly or indirectly, than the price or tariff so posted.
Every distributor shall thereafter make said film
available to each exhibitor in such class in such
municipality at a time prior to the availability
date so posted. Each distributor may
reserve to
itself the right to rent or lease such film for cash
in advance or upon terms of credit and upon such
terms of rental or leasing as to such distributor
may
seen fitting and proper, provided that the
compensation for such rental or leasing such film
shall be the same for all exhibitors in the same
class in any one municipality.

Section 5
Each

exhibitor,

before

acquiring

the

right

to rent

or lease such film, shall file with each distributor
a copy of his certificate of classification. Every
exhibitor desiring to obtain such film shall make
written application to the distributor for rental
thereof at least five days before such film is to
become available to the exhibitors of his class in
his municipality.

Violations of the provisions of the act
are deemed a misdemeanor. It would be
in force on and after June 1, 1937.

Circuit Cuts Prices
Minneapolis — Film

exchange

managers

here now are compelled to pay when they
wish to visit Minnesota Amusement Co.
(Publix) theatres. They formerly held
season passes, but the big chain is continually getting tougher in the matter of
free ducats.
PLAINVIEW
Elgin,

OPENING

Minn. — W.

DECORATION
J. Carter,

DAY

Plainview,

Minn., exhibitor, will open his new theatre
here around Decoration Day. Construction
is proceeding rapidly.
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TRI-STATES MPTO MEETING SET
Dave Prince Named
Atlanta UA Head
Atlanta — Dave

Prince

has

been

made

branch manager of the Atlanta office for
UA effective April 17, according to announcement made this week by Robert
Mochrie, southern division manager.
Rohrs

to Washington,

D. C.

Prince succeeds Fred Rohrs, who has
been promoted to the manager’s desk of
the Washington, D. C., exchange. Rohrs,
who came here from the Charlotte office,
formerly was identified with the company
in Kansas City, Mo.
Prince has been connected with the film
industry for the past 24 years, most of
the time being spent with Paramount Pictures.
He began his career with Swanson &
Crawford in St. Louis in 1913, later joining the General Film Co. of Dallas, as
booker under Claude Ezell. In 1916 he
went to Detroit as branch manager.
He came to Atlanta as branch manager
for Paramount in 1919 and after brief appointments in Dallas and Charlotte was
re-transferred here in 1921 to retain the
position of branch manager until his recent connection with UA.

CECIL HOUSE HEADS
ATLANTA PARAMOUNT
Atlanta — Cecil

House

of San

Antonio,

Tex., has been made manager of the Atlanta office for Paramount, according to
announcement made by Oscar Morgan, district manager.
House has been associated with Paramount for the past 12 years.
He joined Paramount as salesman in the
Dallas office, later being promoted to
branch manager of the San Antonio office,
where he has been the past five years.

Interstate-R. & R. Deal
Expected This Week
Dallas — The

latest reports

Thurs-

day that the Interstate circuit had
made a deal with Robb and Rowley
for the Mirror, Downtown and Texas,
Rosewin, and Midway in Oakcliff,
remained unconfirmed throughout
the day, but were expected to be
consummated this week.

Ups 7 Dallas Men
local theatre

men

under

James O. Cherry, city manager, have been
shifted to higher responsibilities by the
Interstate circuit.
Fred McFadden, publicist at the Majestic, is now assistant to Mrs. Bess Short in
merchandising short subjects over the entire circuit. This department was instituted three years ago by R. J. O’Donnell
and has grown into an important phase of
Interstate’s operation.
Charles Meeker, SMU graduate and in
charge of publicity at the Palace, succeeds
McFadden at the Majestic. Forest Thompson, assistant to Meeker, has replaced him
at the Palace.
Thomas Howell is assistant manager at
the Melba and Tower succeeding Charles
Snyder who becomes assistant to City Manager Cherry in charge of promotion for
Interstate’s
neighborhood theatres in
Dallas.
A. D. Deason was transferred to Wichita
Falls as assistant manager of the Majestic. Cecil Barham, manager of the DalSec,
rillo. is now a theatre manager in AmaJ. O. Cherry also came in for a move
in that his office was moved from the
Majestic Bldg., where remodeling and a
new private screening room has been completed, down to the Palace.

SOUTHERN EDITION Is One of the Seven Sectional Editions in Which BOXOFFICE Is Published Weekly. The
Other Six Editions Are: NEW ENGLAND, MIDEAST, CENTRAL, MIDWEST, WESTERN, EASTERN,

Memphis — April 18-19

are the dates

set

for the semi-annual Tri-States MPTO
meeting, M. A. Lightman, general chairman of the convention committee, announced this week after a conference with
officials. The two-day spring session will
be held at the Chisca Hotel here and will
be climaxed with a gala banquet for exhibitors, film men and their friends on
Monday night.
Prominent

Interstate Circuit
Dallas — Seven

April 18-19 Announced as
Dates for Convention
in Memphis

Visitors

A number of prominent visitors have
been invited to attend the session, including O. C. Lam, Rome, Ga., exhibitor;
Charles Picquet of the N. and S. C. MPTO;
Fred Wehrenberg, St. Louis MPTO head;
Dave Palfreyman, MPPDA; L. C. and H. C.
Griffith, Griffith Amusement Co., Oklahoma City, and L. E. Wolfson, who made
the MPTOA convention such a success for
visiting delegates in Miami.
Ed Kuykendall, of Columbus, MPTOA
president, will make the principal address
of the convention.

"NUISANCE" TAXES
REMOTE IN FLORIDA
Tallahassee — The

film and

other indus-

tries in Florida may reasonably expect a
measure of freedom from sales taxes, admission taxes and other “nuisance” taxes
here, judging from Comptroller Lee’s report, quoted in the Wall Street Journal,
that the state’s revenue was “sufficient.”
Legislature

Now

In Session

The comptroller’s statement, in part, declared: “The state of Florida is in the best
financial condition it has been in 50 years,
and this condition continues to improve
under the present revenues . . . the state
can carry on without tapping any new
sources of revenue.”
He reported that the state treasury has
$10,000,000 in the bank. The 1937 legislative session began April 6.

V. W. CRISP, Southwestern Editor, 210 S. Harwood St., Dallas, Tex. NELL BENEDIC, Southeastern Editor, 162 Walton St., N. W., Atlanta, Ga. J. W. LEIGH, 1509 Bodenger
Blvd., New Orleans, Phone AL-1495.

TERRITORY

Coiintij Attornei] Stops
Nacogdoches Cash Plans
Nacogdoches, Tex. — Bank Nights, Jumbo
Nights and similar cash awards are discontinued because the county attorney held
that money
legal.
Permission

drawings
was

in theatres

gained

from

are

two

il-

local

theatres, it was said, to hold a final drawing on the initiative of Holland Smith, district manager of theatres for the Jefferson Amusement Co.
Smith said that people of Nacogdoches
had expressed their desire for a weekly
drawing by their attendance on Tuesday
nights.
However,

due

to local pressure,

money

awards

in Nacogdoches theatres are announced as being a thing of the past, for
the present at least.

Dallas — With

Moulton — The Ritz Theatre is being
redecorated and new equipment installed.
Oneonta — New sound has been installed
in the Strand here.
Talladega — The old Elks Theatre building which was destroyed by fire several
years ago, has been sold and will be torn
down immediately.

Amusement

FLORIDA

lease on the sec-

Foley — The new Foley Theatre, recently
opened here, is larger and more modern
than the one destroyed by fire several
months ago. George E. Porter is manager.

ond floor of H. B. Robb’s building at 314
S. Harwood, the Allied Theatre Owners
took

advantage of the vacancy to be created by Jefferson and have leased onehalf of the second floor at 2009 1/2 Jackson St. Allied’s Harwood street lease expires May 31. It is believed, however, that
these

organizations
fore that time.

will switch

places

GEORGIA
Jefferson — Many improvements are being made on the Roosevelt Theatre by
manager S. C. Ware.
Lincolnton — Mrs. Willingham Wood of
Washington has begun the remodeling
work on a building here, which is to be
converted into a modern motion picture
theatre.

be-

Although he is pleased with the new
location and its advantages over present
quarters. Col. Cole said the space will be

MERCEDES

New Corporation

the Jefferson

a long term

slightly crowded

Youkon,
Okla.— Sanger Amusement
Corp., with $10,000 capital stock, has been
formed here. Incorporators: E. E. Sanger,
E. B. Sanger and Alta B. Sanger, all of
Youkon.

ALABAMA
Auburn — Foreman A. Rogers, manager of
the Tiger Theatre here, announced that
he has installed the new Mirrophonic
sound.

ATO WILL MOVE TO
JEFFERSON QUARTERS
Co. making

for Allied’s requirements.

CAPITOL

NOW

Reidsville — S. G. Tos, owner of the
Italian Garden Theatre in Claxton, has
begun construction on a moving picture
theatre here.
Sylvester — ^L. R. Stein, owner of the

STATE

Mercedes, Tex. — The Capitol, after extensive remodeling and redecoration, has
changed its name to the “State.” New upholtered seats, more elevation of the floor,
remodeled lobby and a skylight were part
of the improvements.

IATLANTA

Sylvia Theatre, has closed a deal here for
the remodeling of a building into a 700
seat theatre.
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S. R. (SID) REAMS
of

THE THEATRICAL

PRINTING

CO.

IS HAPPy TO

ANNOUNCE

THE

OPENING

of the

TEXAS

THEATRICAL

IN THE

HEART

OF

PRINTING CO.

FILM

ROW

2023 JACKSON STREET
DALLAS
TEXAS
This plant is equipped with the latest and the most modem machinery, being
specially built for us, and years ahead of the usual printing machinery.
Enabling us to give you an

INDIVIDUALITY
in program service

Atlanta

Now
Dallas

St. Louis

GRIFFITH ANNEXES LONG CHAIN
Half Interest Acquired in
Circuit of 22 Texas
Houses
Dallas — The

R. E. Griffith

Announce

Releases

Antonio — Latin-American

Film

Ex-

change, distributors for Azteca Films Distributing Co. of El Paso, announces the
following new releases for April: “Asi Es
La Mujer,” “Tras La Reja,” both in Spanish, and “Sing While You’re Able,” the
Melody special, and “Phantom of Santa
Fe,” all-color Western feature, distributed
in this territory by Adams Film Exchanges.

REPORTS

SALE

OF 20 PROJECTORS

circuit an-

nounces the purchase of a 50 per cent interest in the 22 theatres of the J. G. Long
chain in south Texas. The interest is acquired jointly by the Westex Theatres,
Inc., and the Consolidated Theatres, Inc.,
which are controlled by R. E. Griffith and
L. C. Griffith, respectively.
The transaction was scheduled to become effective after the close of business
on May 8.
Acquisition of these houses gives the
combined Griffith companies a total of
175 theatres located in Texas, Oklahoma
and New Mexico. The negotiations were
conducted with Long by F. L. Stocker and
R. I. Payne representing Griffith.

San

NATT

Dallas — A purchase

order

from

Interstate Circuit
Adds Department

the In-

terstate circuit, operated by Karl Hoblitzelle and R. J. O’Donnell, for 20 more projectors, was announced Tuesday by J. I.
Roberts, manager of National Theatre
Supply.
A broadside announcing a 36 per cent
reduction in genuine parts was mailed special delivery by National to all theatres,
according to Roberts, who said the reduction was in line with a nation-wide
policy on the part of his company.
Screen sales were reported to the Mission at Amarillo together with lamp conversion units; the Rialto at Amarillo; Majestic at Tyler, and Strand, Waco.
Conversion lamp units went to the State
at Wichita Falls and a three-unit ticket
machine to the Metropolitan at Houston.
R. J. Cooper, Palace, Kirbyville, purchased
two rectifiers, and the Mexican Amusement Co., El Paso, bought a Photoscope.
A. Lewis, Pastime at Houston, purchased
two projectors with pedestals and magazines. A level for pedestals went to the
R. & R. Texas Theatre at Sherman.

Dallas — Following

the success of his pro-

gram building and short subject booking
department, which has been in operation
for three years under the direction of Bess
Short, R. J. O’Donnell, Interstate circuit vice-president and general manager,
this week added a publicity, advertising
and

exploitation
ment. This new
of short booking
ture department.

division to the departstep divorces all phases
and selling from the feaFred McFadden has been

appointed by O’Donnell as head of the new
division to handle short subject advertising and sales campaigns throughout the
circuit.
McFadden takes up his new duties after
five years with Interstate in publicity and
advertising for the Majestic, Palace and
Melba theatres. He came to Dallas in 1930
after graduating from the University of
Illinois and prior to his association with
the theatres spent a year as English instructor in a private school and another
year as assistant to John Rosenfield jr.,
amusements editor of the Dallas News.

Cooling Boosts Assets!
A theatre isn't worth much money without a good
cooling system, and cooling science has progressed to
where only a blower doesn't constitute a cooling plant.
WITH US, time and experience has made available
the most economical and advanced equipment in both

WASHED AIR and REFRIGERATION
Every one of our many
to the Exhibitor.

installations are satisfactory

DONT OVERBUY OR UNDERBUY YOUR COOLING
REQUIREMENTS. Let us honestly solve your COOLING
problem with modern equipment at the lowest prices.
“FAIR TREATMENT

HERBER
210 SOUTH HARWOOD
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AND
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(THE PHOTO-TALKER

CO.)
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gRANCH Manager W. W. Anderson of
Columbia Pictures, still basking in the
glowing tributes paid “Lost Horizon” by
trade and press after its sensational roadshowing at the Rialto at $1.65 tops, stated
that Atlanta was bending every effort to
make

the last four weeks of the “Abe Montague Sweepstakes” the best, and that they
expected to come in with flying colors.

Major Distributors File
Replij in Fuller Case
New

Orleans — Vitagraph,

Inc., impli-

cated in the suit for alleged conspiracy
Universal Salesmen E. F. Cox, H. M.
Williams, C. P. Jordan and Randolph Elliott were in for the weekend.
Miss Roberta Robkin, secretary to A. C.
Bromberg of Republic Pictures, left Saturday for an extended trip to New York.
Nat Shiren, home office representative
for Columbia, left Sunday for New York
after a two weeks’ stay in Atlanta.
Cupid’s still on the job at Strickland
Films, according to an announcement received of the resignation of Miss Mildred
Eaves, secretary to C. D. Beeland, manager, to become the bride of P. M. Kelly,
local business man, at a “Maytime” wedding. Miss Patricia Rowley is the new secretary who will replace Miss Eaves.
Mr. and Mrs. Marvin Rogers of Universal Pictures spent Easter weekend with
relatives in Knoxville, Tenn.
H. C. Kaufman

of New York, manager
of exchange operations of Columbia Pictures, spent two days in Atlanta last week.

SIMMONS IS NEW
GN ATLANTA
Atlanta — Maurice

Wilby-Kincey Shift
Spartanburg,

S. C. — A

usEVISUGRAPHIC
TRAILERS of
COMING ATTRACTIONS
$1:^ EACH

switch

in mana-

gers of the Wilby-Kincey houses places
Jack Hendricks, former manager of the
Strand Theatre here, as manager of the
Carolina in Greenwood, while Harvey
Smith, present manager of the Carolina,
assumes the managership of the Strand
here.
HELEN
Hollywood

BURGESS

— Helen

DEAD

Burgess,

youthful

screen actress, is dead here of pneumonia.

J. W. Andrews, formerly of the Ensley
Theatre, Ensley, Ala., has announced that
he is opening the new Avon Theatre in
Birmingham, Ala.

Exhibitors on the Row this week wei’e:
Mack Jackson, Alexander City, Ala; J. L.
Long, Scottsboro, Ala.; Bob Dunn, Camilla,
Ga.; C. A. Schuler, Ashland, Ala.; R. J.
Poster, Old Hickory, Tenn.; Frank Dowler
jr. and son Bill from Chattanooga, Tenn.;
Prank Merritt, Birmingham, Ala.; J. C.
Peters, Blakely, Ga., and Lukie Stein, Jacksonville, Fla., sporting a new Packard.

HEAD
well known

film man, has been made office manager
for GN Pictures in the Atlanta office, replacing Lane Howard, resigned.
Simmons has 20 years experience in the
film business to his credit, having been
associated with Fox, UA and Warner Bros.

“Si” Falis, ad-sales manager for Universal, has just returned from a weeks’ trip
in Jacksonville, Fla.

Mrs. Thos. A. Brannon of Affiliated Producers drove down to Sarasota, Fla., this
week for a visit with friends.

Simmons,

A

along with 20th Century-Fox and other
major film exchanges, alleged by George
FuHer of Pensacola, Fla., has filed its
answer, denying all items on the bill of
complaint, especially stressing the fact that
Vitagraph never had a contract with
Fuller.
Hearing

Set April

29

The trial of the Fuller case has been set
for April 29, and is expected to take two
days, according to Fuller’s attorney, J.
Studebaker Lucas. Fuller, a Fairhope, Ala.,
exhibitor, who claims to have locations in
Warrenton, Pensacola Beach and Pensacola, Fla., declares he could not get films
for these spots because of a conspiracy
based on orders issued by two Saenger
executives not to sell him. He specifically
charges that Vitagraph cut off service untion. der an alleged contract already in operaAll defendants who have answered to
date have denied conspiracy or monopoly,
especially RKO, who in addition to conspiracy denials says it was willing to sell
(Continued on next page)

T
DREAM

A VERY

WELCOME

FACT.

ONE PRICE TO ALL
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Plus Postage

No Order Filled For Less Than
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SAVINrS MOTHER

HURT IN ACCIDENT

gRANCH managers and film salesmen are
full of theatre news this week on their
return from territory trips. They report

Astor Pictures of New York, was seriously injured in an automobile accident near
Lynchburg, Va., en route from New York
to Atlanta, to visit Emile. Mrs. Lola Burke,

Hines’ new theatre at Walnut, Miss., is
under construction. When complete it will
have 400 seats and cost approximately
$20,000 . , . John Leveek will show the latest
film releases in the school house at Benoit,
Miss. . . . R. R. Bernander will do the same
thing in the school at Money, Miss. . . . The
C. H. Gooches, contemplating a theatre two
weeks ago, have definitely decided to build
at Selmer, Tenn., at a cost of about $35,000,
one of the nicest theatres in the territory.
Miss

Louise

Mack

is installing

he attempted to pass a truck on the highway and lost control of the car as it hit
the shoulder of the road and crashed into
a tree.
Robert Savini Flies In
Mrs. Savini, 74, suffered a crushing
on her chest and internal injuries.
Burke, the daughter, a broken right
lacerations and head wounds, and

all new
house,

REPUBLIC MANAGERS
MEET IN ATLANTA

“Pop”

Stockard.

from

field supervisor

Hot

graph, Inc., back after a several weeks’
tour of the territory . . . Nate Shiren, from
Columbia’s

New

York

office, arrived

held
urday.a managers

Mon-

Managers

day to spend two week’s checking Jimmy
Rogers’ branch office here . . . W . M. Snelson. Republic branch manager, called to
Atlanta
berg.

for a

Count
National

confab

with

Arthur

former

DEPENDABLE

Theatre

from

at Van

preceding

Bu-

page)

RKO, United Artists, Universal, M-G-M,
Twentieth Century-Fox and Vitagraph.

Glover,
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Sat-

FOR

a recent serious operation, and unless further complications develop, will be able to
be removed from the hospital to her home
Thursday.

SUPREME

old

Defendants are: Saenger executives Gaston Dureau jr., Harold Wilkes; Paramount,

WANTED

Mrs. Tommy Haynes, wife of the crack
Columbia salesman, is out of danger after

QUALITY

were : Henry

the

government, Warrengton, Fla., and Pensacola Beach are apparently considered suburban locations.

THEATRES

“Kate” and “Cal”
Henry Glover jr.,

MONARCH

for remodeling

a

Fuller newsreels for his Florida spots, but
could not sell features, which are under
contract to Saenger for Pensacola, Fla.
The Saenger houses were dark at the time,
due to a tax fight with the Pensacola city

permit. It is i-eported that an injunction
is granted against Alexander till payment
is made for a license.

Norman Calquohouns have two miniature additions to their family. Two rac-

Republic manager here, now
tioned in the same position at Tampa.

new

• Continued

Dallas — The state of Texas is suing the
Alexander Film Co. for doing business in
the state without a permit and asks
$110,000. The company has been doing
business in the state since 1928 without a

Byron Adams, Vitagraph manager, ivill
take his two salesmen, Ollie Williamson jr.
and Ted Hammond to the annual national
convention in New York May 10 . . . Eight
days earlier, J. Frank Willingham. Metro
manager, and Louis Weber, office manager,
will hie to Los Angeles for their national
confab.

ing turtles, duly dubbed
arrived this week from

L. A. Launius, Corning, opened
theatre at Judsonia last Thursday.

Fuller Case

Texas Sues Alexander

of
up

on the Row Sunday with a new “go cart”
— a low-slung, high powered La Salle sedan,
a grayish green in color.

The

present

in Atlanta

has

pre-

chain bought the Rio
ren last year.

Tampa; Wm. Snelson, Memphis; Cy Dillon. Charlotte; Leo Seicshnaydre. New Orleans, and Carl Floyd, Atlanta.

Brom-

Arthur DeStefano. manager
Theatre Supply Co., showed

meeting

at Corning

Opera house at Van Buren was let Thursday by Malco Theatres, Inc. Work on the
building will begin this week. Remodeling,
redecorating, and new equipment will cost
in the neighborhood of $16,000. The Malco

Atlanta — A. C. Bromberg, president of
Republic Pictures Corp. of the southeast,

of Vita-

Theatre

on Easter, but delays in construction
vented the opening.

Burke’s infant daughter, cuts on the head
and a fracture of the femur.

W. F. Sonneman, veteran exhibitor of
the Ozark and Palace at Fayetteville. Ark.,
on the Row for the first time in several
weeks.

back

State

Contract

blow
Mrs.
leg,
Mrs.

Springs where he reports he ‘‘bought’’ a
horse at the Oaklawn races, off again for
Little Rock to look after his interests in
the Arkansas capital.

just

new

opened under the same management as the
old State. The house was to have opened

jured.
The Negro chauffeur was jailed for recless driving. The accident occurred when

The injured were taken to a Lynchburg
hospital where attendants said they hoped
for their recovery.
Robert Savini arrived by special plane
from New York Sunday night, upon being
notified of the accident.

A. Lightman,

pacity of 700.
The

a daughter, and her 2-year-old child, who
accompanied Mrs. Savini, were also in-

Sidney Wharton of the Pastime and Avalon at Warren, Ark., has affiliated with
Malco interests.
M.

^^ORK
on the new Crittenden Theatre,
West Memphis, started last week. The
new building will be completed about the
first of June and will have a seating ca-

Atlanta — Mrs. C. U. Savini of New York,
mother of N. Emile Savini of Savini Films
here, and Robert M. Savini, Atlantic and

that: Nathan Flexner is building a new upto-date house with 350 seats at Waverly,
Tenn., at a cost of $15,000 . . . Bryant

seats and redecorating her year-old
the Louez, at Bolivar, Tenn.

iLinnrLiE mock

IS

FOR

MOVI ES”
“THE
BOXOFFICE :: April 10, 1937

P A IIL IL A S
/^OLONEL COLE of Allied plans to leave
soon on a 10-day trip through south
Texas mingling with exhibitors.
Rubin Frels of Victoria was booking on
the Row Monday and also conferred with
attorneys in his coming damage suit
against Jefferson Amusement Co., distributors and others.

STAG PARTY BEFORE
VARIETY GOLF EVENT
Dallas — Variety

Club’s

big golf tourna-

ment will be preceded by a stag party in
the Danish room of the Adolphus Hotel
April 18. The contest on the links is
scheduled for April 19, at the Lakewood

Sam

Lester Dollison, who is getting along
nicely with his Texas Theatre at Kermit,
came a long way to Dallas on a booking
trip returning to far west Texas Tuesday
night. He made the rounds with Forrest
White of Index Booking Service, who is
handling Dollison’s accounts in Kermit and
Iraan.

Duke Evans
tournament.

Forest

Dunlap,

the

American

Joe C. Poole of Stamps, Ark., has been
in Dallas several days buying equipment
for a new theatre, the location of which
he would not give at this time.
P. G. Cameron, owner of the Astor, is
on another of his frequent jaunts to Los
Angeles where he visits his daughter and
grandson several times a year. This time,
however, he expects to buy one or more
theatres on the coast, he said.
Ray Murrell has resigned as representative of the Alexander Film Co. to join Tad
Screen Advertising, Inc., and ordered his
Boxoffice

to 503 W. llth St., Austin, which

will be his headquarters.
Walter B. King attended the opening of
Earl Jones’ new Rialto in Brownfield Tuesday night. King remodeled and decorated
this house from front to back into one of
west Texas’ finer houses.
Al Mertz, Grand National’s Dallas manager, was called to Toledo on the suddeyi
death of his father who was killed when
his car crashed with a locomotive. He was
73 years old.
W. O. Jorgensen of the Standard Engineering Co. at Abilene, selling cooling
equipment, was a Dallas visitor conferring with George Thornton, distributor for
Buffalo Forge Co. in this territory. Jorgensen has worked the southwest out of
Dallas for several years, but established his
own business in Abilene early this season.
P. V. Williams of Munday and H. S.
Leon of Haskell, who have an association
in the operation of several west Texas
theatres, were on the Row figuring on
cooling for the Texas at Haskell and also
doing regular booking for their houses.
BOXOFFICE

:: April 10, 1937.

The

is chairman

of the golf

Desk

Will Wade of the Augus at San Augustine was buying miscellaneous equipment
and supplies on the Row Tuesday and conferred with Forest White of Index Booking Service who is handling the San Augustine house.

in New Orleans Sunday morning. “Deep
Stuff” is supposed to be the reason of
their visit.

morning. Club, starting at 7:00 o’clock that
Country
banquet and presentation of hundreds of dollars in prizes will be attended at Lakewood by the ladies. Theatre
men throughout the southwest are coming in for the event. Unusual trade interest is shown in what appears to be the
biggest event in the history of the local
Variety Club.

Manufacturing Co.’s theatre seating representative, isback in the field after a brief
vacation on his rancho in Bosque county.
He left a few hours after arrival in Dallas for a trip through Oklahoma.

SMITH, division manager;
QRESSON
Harry Michalson, short subject manager, and Herbert McIntyre, southern division manager, all RKO officials, arrived

RAY ELKINS MANAGES
TEXAS SUPPLY CO.
Dallas — Ray

Elkins,

purchasing

agent

for the Robb & Rowley circuit, has been
made manager of the Texas Theatre Supply Co. and moved his office to Jackson
St. late last week.
P. L. Caruthers, from the Jefferson
Amusement Co. general office at Beaumont,
has moved to Dallas to be bookkeeper for
the supply company.
Henry Sorensen, who has been manager
since he started the company some two
years ago, will devote his time to road
work, according to information received at
the Texas office.
It is a general understanding on the
Row that the R. & R. and Jefferson circuits have acquired interests in the supply company, but official information on
that angle has not been forthcoming.

Moscow

new

suburban

theatre

Despite three adverse decisions that
money giveaways allotted by chance are
illegal and a lottery at that, the practice
continues, though with patronage decreasing in practically all houses. Premiums
wherein everyone buying a ticket is entitled to something, at least, is slowly
again coming into favor.
T. O. Tuttle, veteran premium

The Oil City Theatre, located in Oil
City, La., operated by L. W. Watts has
been rebuilt and reopened.
A. B. Blanchard has erected and opened
a new house in Napoleonville, La., with
a seating capacity of 750 at a cost of approximately $20,000. No name has as yet
been chosen for the theatre, but it probably will be called the New Theatre.

Automatically you turn to an
Electric switch when you want
light.
Automatically smart theatre
operators think of King when
they
want remodeling and
decorating.

at
King

does

the job right.

Satisfied customers
endorsement.

two
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best

Strand Theatre, Jefferson, Tex.
Rialto Theatre, Brownfield.,
Tex.

l "F"
Mode
for
Simplex
late

our

Just completed.

ON

with

is back

The theatre at Pineville, La., operated
in the local hospital for patients and villagers, has been closed because of influenza.

SPECIAL BARGAIN!
PRICED TO SELL!

speakers.
Equipment in perfect condition
may be heard in the

man, after

a six
siege of pneumonia,
on
the weeks’
job.

Hudnal Stop, just outside the city limits, is
being built by property owners and has
been leased to C. J. Stevens, formerly of
Temple and Cisco where he operated theatres. It was said that Stevens has had
several propositions to sell his lease.

RCA

rushed to New

Orleans Sunday afternoon. Too many injunctions against Columbia is supposed to
be the cause of the visit.

Hudnal Stop Theatre
Dallas — A

of Columbia
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NORVAL PACKWOOD
TO CRITTENDEN UNIT
J^ISS

PHYLLIS FRASER, former Oklahoma City girl, and now a movie actress in Hollywood, is here visiting her parents, Mr. and Mrs. J. M. Nichols. Miss
Fraser sang two numbers from her newest
picture over radio station WKY.
John Hein, factory representative for
W. and J. Sloane, carpets. New York City,
visited in the city Friday, exploiting his
goods and wares.
L. C. Griffith and bride returned last
Tuesday from their honeymoon trip to
South America. The bride and groom have
decided to make El Reno, Okla., their future home. Mr. Griffith found time enough
Saturday night, however, to visit the
Shrine, and to help out with a $1,000 subscription to help buy the Shrine’s new
home.
The boys and girls at Warner Bros,
think that Walter Dolin, head booker, is
the best dressed man on Filmrow, said one
of ’em.
Elmer Plummer, for past five years with
Standard Theatres, Inc., has been added
to Clark’s Poster Service force.
Leonard White of Weatherford, Okla.,
who recently sustained a serious automobile accident near Hobart, Okla., is recovering and soon will be at work again.
R. B. Williams, RKO

branch

manager,

spent several days on business in 'Tulsa
last week.
The Square Deal Fibn exchange has acquired the Monogram franchise for Oklahoma.
C. P. Anderson, branch manager for National Theatre Supply Co., is back from
a trip to Atlanta, where he attended a
district sales meeting.
Norman Moray, short subject sales manager for Warner Bros., New York City, visited the local offices Sunday and Monday.
William Kitchen has been added to Dyer
Theatre Supply Service force.
H. K. Buchanan, branch manager of the
combined A. &i M. and Allied Film exchanges, is covering the territory, getting
a little biz.
Paul Kearns, head shipper for the Columbia exchange, is sporting a new car.
Harry Silverman of the Crescent Film
exchange now has the entire floor of
70512 West Grand, and has his dish deal
and film business all together for the first
time.
Comment has been made that it looks
like Paramount Pictures Co. would repair
the sign on the front of its building. The
“N” has been broken for several months,
but repairs are on the way, said busy Sid
Simpson, branch manager.
Manager Lyles is remodeling his Gem
Theatre here, both inside and out, and will
spend several thousand dollars before the
job is completed.
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West

Memphis,

Ark. — Norval

E. Pack-

wood will assume the managership of the
Crittenden Theatre Co. here on May 1,
having resigned his position with the St.
Louis Amusement Co. Packwood will
supervise final construction details of the
new Crittenden Theatre being built here.
Prior to his associations with St. Louis
Amusement Co., Packwood was connected
with Warner Bros., and the Schoenstadt
circuit of Chicago.

IF IL O R II » A
pRANK MEYERS of the Dixie, West
Palm Beach, has installed all new sound
equipment.
Virginia Gough, manager of the Park,
Avon Park, recently married Frank Wilkes.
Wilkes is connected with Badcock Furniture Co. of Avon Park.
Alexander Film Co. has signed exclusive
screening arrangements with the Casino
Theatre, Jacksonville. The Casino is operated by L. D. Joel.
Ted Cason is justifiably proud of recent
improvements made at the Circle Theatre,
Sebring, Fla.
The new Central in Tampa opened last
week. Clyde Pierce is manager, Shirley
Singletary is house manager and W. P.
Mills, operator.

PROGRAMS

^ILLIAM turesTALLEY,
booker
for GNto Pichere, has been
promoted
the
sales force, traveling this territory.
W. S. Swinson of La Grange on the Row
this week stated that his new house would
open in the next few weeks.
Mr. and Mrs. Watt Parker have just returned from a delightful vacation trip to

Havana.

O. D. Chapman of New Orleans was
house guest of the R. L. McCoys of Warner
Bros, this week.
Walter Lowe of UA is back on the job
after several days sojourn in the local hospital.
N. A. Gregg, father of Murphy, manager
of the Criterion Theatre, has returned
from a trip through Florida.
Exhibitors on the Row this week were:
R. S. Rogers, State, Cheraw, S. C.; B. B.
Benfield, Broadway, Myrtle Beach, S. C.;
Ed Stewart, Concord, N. C.; J. M. Highsmith jr.. Trio, Robersonville, N. C.; L. M.
Wade, Raleigh, N. C.; R. C. Dean, Costal,
Ridgeland, S. C.; Jimmie Earhardt, Taylor, Edenton, N. C.; George Hughes, Stanley, Albemarle, N. C.; C. G. La wing, Badin, N. C., and Pageland, S. C.; J. W.
Watts, Williamston, N. C., and Jim Reynolds, Carolina, Shelby, N. C.
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SELLS

EQUIPMENT.

BUYS

AND

CloasiUed
GENERAL

Ads

10c Per Word.

Payable

in Advance.
USED

EQUIPMENT

— THERE’S
CONFUSED
BE
DON’T
ONLY ONE S. O. S. GET OUR ANNIVERSARY SALE BULLETIN — Free to every
exhibitor. Cut prices on projection lenses,
screens, speakers, amplifiers, opticals, reels,
film cabinets — hundreds of others. Typical
Value. Latest Sterling Suprex Lamps, reconditioned, guaranteed, cut to $129.50.
Write or wire S.O.S., 636-BM Eleventh
4-10
Ave., New York.

NEW

EQUIPMENT

MORE
THAN 40 UNIQUE FEATURES
MAKE
S.O.S. AMPLIFIERS BEST BUY.
Now with famous Audio-Matic Volume
Control. Size for every theatre, from
$39.50. Unique trial plan. For proof, write
4-10
S.O.S. , 636-BM Eleventh Ave., New York.

Screens, Air Conditioners, Accessories, Supplies, etc. Send today for Bargain Catalog.
Consolidated Theatre Supply Corp., 1600-C
Broadway, New York.
tf (b4-3)

EQUIPMENT
amplifier, $30. Will ship
Sound Service, Box 395,

Rochester, N. Y.
4-10
12-VOLT GENERATOR
and 600 volt
generator for RCA equipment, like new,
both $25.00. Box

395, Rochester,

THEATRE

N. Y. 4-10

CHAIRS

PLEASE YOUR PATRONS
WITH BETTER SEATS — 15,000 Opera Chairs, 75c up.
Thousands of others, famous makes, reconditioned, refinished. Bulletin 15-L
free. S.O.S., 636-BM Eleventh Ave., New
York.
4-10

COOLING

AND

VENTILATING

BARGAINS — Reconditioning Arctic NuAIR blowers, noiseless drives, air washers.
Write for prices. Southern Air Conditioning Corp., 101 Walton, Atlanta, Ga. b2-27
NOW
available used ARCTIC NU-AIR
Blowers and Air Washers at low prices.
Give auditorium size and seating capacity.
Write U. S. Air Conditioning Corporation,
Northwestern Terminal, Minneapolis,
Minn.
5-8

DEODORIZERS
KOZONO, the machine that eliminates
all odors electrically. Used by theatres in
27 states. Small cost. No upkeep. Write
for catalogue. Representatives wanted.
The Kozono Co., Charlotte, N. C. tf (b3-13)

THEATRE

EQUIPMENT

REALLY GOOD USED AMPLIFIERS. Operadio, Webster, Radiart, Mellaphone, RCA,
from $19.50. Soundheads for Powers, Simplex, Good values, $15.00 up. S.O.S.,
Eleventh

Display Rates on Req.uest*

EQUIPMENT

Ave., Chicago.
4-17
COMPARE
OUR
LOW
PRICES
ON

636-BM

Ave., New

York.

4-10

800 REBUILT
theatre chairs — spring
cushion seats — full upholstered backs.
Cinema Seating Co., 8920 S. Ada, Chicago,

Ilh

SIIVIPLEX

portables, complete

WANTED

4-10
WILL BUY
veneer chairs. SS, Boxoffice, 1701 Blvd. Allies, Pittsburgh, Pa.
YOUR

USED

EQUIPMENT

IS WORTH

MONEY.
Need Simplex, Powers Projectors, Arc Lamps, Rectifiers, Generators,
Lenses. Stocks Liquidated. Quick acticn
assured. B-808, Boxoffice, 4704 E. 9th St.,
Kansas

City, Mo.

THEATRES
HAVE

STRING

bargain.

Write

BUY

with

OR

4-10

FOR SALE

of four shows

lor sale4-10
at

R. M. Cronister,

Jay, Okla.

THEATRES

^

PAIR

4jou5q

WANTED

LEASE

Theatre

anywhere;

list $1,450; cash $700. A. & S. Stein4-10
berg, 82 Van Braam St., Pittsburgh, Pa.

population 1,000 to 2,000. Box 245, Comfrey, Minn.
4-17
TO BUY OR LEASE theatre in central

REDUCE
YOUR
TOWEL
EXPENSE—
We offer singly or in lots 22 electric SaniDri hand drying machines at less than half
original cost. First class condition. Will
demonstrate. 1550 Dierks Bldg., Kansas

U. S. town, 2,000 to 7,000 population. B-810,
Boxoffice, 4704 E. 9th St., Kansas City,

City, Mo.

PROJECTIONIST
experienced with
Western Electric, RCA sound and Simplex
projectors. References. James Egly, Box

HArrison

8450.

pair matched

Ross

4-3
lenses,

6" E. F., $35 each. L. Holmes, 54 Fayette
St., Watertown, Mass.
4-17
SIMPLEX

PROJECTORS

and

Parts—

Lamphouses — Chairs — Sound Equipment
and Parts — Generators — Rectifiers — Ticket Machines and Choppers — Screens —
Lenses — Parts for All Machines. ASK US.
We have what you need. Midwest Theatre Supply Co., 1223 So. Wabash Ave..
Chicago.
tf (b3-13)

Mo.

POSITIONS

SHOOTING

SALE

OPIUM

ADDICTS

IN

CHINA — Talking Sensational Short. Actual executions by Chinese police. New
prints including stills and posters reasonable. Send for price and pictorial press
sheet. DeRonda, 220% South Spring Street,
Los Angeles.
4-10

HERE

IS YOUR

BUSINESS
PARTNER — New
peppy.

OPPORTUNITIES
game

for theatres;

fast,

Prize money furnished thru advertising. $2,000 for half interest. Bernett,
Kansas

City, Mo.

4-10

WANTED — Partner or capital for onehalf interest in one of the best manufacturing and sales propositions in the United
States.

High class product thoroughly developed, well established, with tremendous
demand in United States and foreign coun4-17
tries. Will require $25,000. B-809, Boxoffice, 4704 E. 9th St., Kansas City, Mo.

HANDY

BOXOFFICE^
4704 East Ninth St.,

ORDERS'

seven

BLANK

I lOc ct word
J 4 insertions

Kansas City, Mo.
Kindly insert the following ad
HOUSE" section, running through ALL

WANTED

H. Chandler, Ariz.
4-3
THEATRE
MANAGER — Now employed,
desires making change. B-802, Boxoffice,
4704 E. 9th St., Kansas City, Mo.
4-10

5806 St. John,

FILMS FOR

4-10

| at price of 3
times in your ''CLEARING
sectional editions of BOXOFFICE:

PREMIUMS

DIRECT FACTORY AGENTS. Now successfully serving over 200 theatres with
china, glassware and cutlery deals. Lester
S. Tobias, Inc., 19 West 44th Street, New
York.
tf (10-17)

BOXOFFICE

Sl.OO

for Simplex projectors, $39. Western Feature Film and Supply Co., 1018 S. Wabash

SACRIFICE

SOUND

Minimum

BEFORE BUYING your operating room
equipment compare our prices with others.
Free trials on all used and new merchandise. Tell us your needs. Used sound heads

sound,
SPECIAL DIVIDEND VALUES TO THEATRE OWNERS.
Our big annual Clearance Event is on now! Savings 20 to 50%
on Projectors, Sound Equipment, Chairs,

WEBSTER
TA3
on trial. Theatre

s^Uatlna

SERVICES

THEATRES.

;; April 10, 1937.

Blind ads — 10c extra to cover cost of postage.
(Don't forget to count words in name

and address that is to appear in the ad.)

■Adclres.s copy to 150XOFFICK,
4704 F. Ninth St., Kansas
City,
Forms
close Monday
noon
preceding; publication date.
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Cost Hurdle

D ISTRIBUTORS as well as exhibitors are

commencing to show real concern over mounting
production costs. Distributors are concerned with
the problem of rental incomes to get an even
break, let alone a profit, on the multi-million dollar specials; and exhibitors are even more worried about the impending higher film rentals, not
to mention the greater expense of selling such
productions to the public.
It is true that it costs money to make good
pictures. But how many two and three million
dollar specials can the market absorb? Higher
film rentals seem to be indicated to justify these
higher production costs. But exhibitors already
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Too High
and 25 cents was top admission price. It isn't
how much you take in, but what is left after
all expenses are paid that counts. Making the
cost limit too high a hurdle is dangerous business.

Retaliation?
Recently several large department stores
began showing motion pictures as a means of
attracting customers to their stores. They argued
that theatres had gone into the merchandising
business, so why shouldn't they go into the picture business. Comes now from New England
the report — and verified — that several retail
stores are using Bank Night to bring people into
their stores. And, as further evidence that retail
merchants are following exhibition practices,
there in
is drug
the growing
popularity
of "two-for-one"
sales
and other
retail stores.

Granting that big pictures cost big money
to make, the expenditure of big money does not

^'Here to Stay^

quite an initial load with which to start a production. And that kind of a load calls for higher
expenditures all along the line to make good the
gamble on the two big names. Then there is
the current example of two musicals, one of which
cost over a million and the other slightly more

WM.

SEVEN

are up against rising labor costs, increased federal and state taxes and, in numerous cases, increases in ground and property rents, plus generally higher operating costs in every other direction.

always assure a big picture. Putting half a million dollars into two star names, for instance, is

BEN SHLYEN
Editor -in-Chiet
and Publisher

IN

than a quarter million. The lower-cost production
is packed with more entertainment values, better-known and better-draw names and is head
and

shoulders above the more costly picture except from the standpoint of lavish sets. The pre-

Speaking of "two-for-ones" we are reminded of the double-feature policy that goes
on apace despite all agitations and arguments to
the contrary. We are reminded further that,
when sound first broke loose, every important
industry figure interviewed for his reaction to
the possibilities of sound invariably responded,
"Sound is here to stay." And this retort came
from many who originally had looked upon sound
as a passing fad.
Quite some

time ago

affiliated with a producing
pany took a ballot among

a very large circuit
and distributing comits millions of patrons

designed "big hit" isn't proving such. The more
carefully planned picture, because it had to be
made on a smaller, tighter budget, is more than
was expected of it.

as to their preferences for single or dual-feature
programs. The result was about 9 to 1 against
duals. Yet that circuit has continued the dual

Of course pictures costing upwards of a
million have been known to return their costs,
plus handsome profits, to their producers and
even to satisfy exhibitors. But, until now, there
have been only a handful of such pictures. The
public wants good pictures; the industry needs

producer-owned, made a similiar survey with
the results again favoring single-feature programs. But the dual-billing policy of this chain
has not been changed.

good pictures — yes, and even prestige pictures
on which a loss is expected; but prestige without

prominent

profit won't sustain the industry. And another
thing — we hear talk of increasing the cost of small
groups of so-called "A" pictures at the expense
of the "B's" on which budgets are to be reduced.
Better to be less lavish on the "A's" and use the
surplus to improve the "B's".
Grossing possibilities are not as unlimited
as some production budgets seem to be. This
business used to make a lot of money for a lot of
people when $100,000 was a terrific picture cost

policy in the majority of its theatres, including
first runs. Recently another large circuit, also

Our

reporters
industry

bition problem. And

to stay."

were

sent out to interview

figures on this current
the result?

"Duals

exhi-

are here
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TWEVE THODSAND FAMILIES GIVE
DATA ON RADIO -FILM HABITS
Dial Twisting Not Screen
Menace, Says Radio
Guide Survey
Radio deiinitely is a
picture attendance.

stimulus

to motion

Confirmed radio fans are, overwhelmingly,
also motion picture fans.
Air programs featuring motion picture players bring radio listeners to film theatres by
a ratio of two and one-half such patrons to
one who is not influenced.

Those findings were tabulated this week
by Radio Guide, weekly fan magazine, as
the results of the first comprehensive survey of its kind undertaken since radio
broadcasting was considered to have become competition to motion picture theatres.
These facts gain increased significance
as the radio committee of the Motion picture Theatre Owners of America swings
into action to determine what, if anything,
can be done “to protect theatres against
unfau- and destructive competition” from
radio, which, according to the exhibitor
organization, menaces the entire motion
picture industry.
The statistics adduced from the returns
sent to Radio Guide by its readers have
implications sufficient to jolt those within
the film industry who have been vociferously protesting radio broadcasting and
the use of film stars on the air. Calmer
heads have been calling for the facts on
which to base practical conclusions. Such
authentic data hitherto has been lacking.
First
Boxoffice,

Authentic
by

Data

exclusive

arrangement

with the publishers of Radio Guide, now
is able to present to the motion picture
industry the first statistics available on
the subject. Breakdowns of the essential
Response
“HOW

to Question:

OFTEN

DO

YOU

GO

TO

THE

MOVIES?"
No.
727

Response
1-2 A MONTH
3-4 A MONTH
5-6 A MONTH

(once a week)

7-8 A MONTH
9-10 A MONTH

(twice a week)

11-12 A MONTH
week)

17-18 A MONTH
NEVER
NO

RESPONSE

OTHERS

758
10
191
2

6

3.9
.0
.8

(four times a

.1
396
195

3.8

214
1,115

4.3
22.2

—

TOTAL

14.9
.2

(3 times a

13-14 A MONTH
15-16 A MONTH
week

L770
40

Per Cent
14.3
34.7.8

5,067

—

100

MOTION

PICTURE HABITS
Total

1770
758

Persons
Persons

191
727

Persons
Persons
39 Persons
40 Persons
106 Persons
Persons
2 Persons

Times
7080

4 times
8 times
12 times
16
2 times

a
a

month
month

a
a

month
month

times
6 times
18 times
10 gotimes
14 times
gogo

a
a
a

month

a
a

Per Cent
39.3
12.8
33.7

6064
2292
1454

month

624
108
240

month
month
month

100
28

3,543
go
Average attendance
5 times per month.

8.2
3.5
1.33
.61
.55
.01

17,990 Times

100

go
go

information obtained gin
o the poll are shown
in the tables herewith.
gogo

The

only other known survey to determine the influence of radio on boxoffice
receipts was made some months ago by the
Motion Picture Producers and Distributors
of America. Studied were theatre grosses
over a period of months in a number of
cities to learn whether attendance fluctuation has any relation to evening broadcast
hours, with particular attention to programs in which leading Hollywood stars
are featured. The factual results of that
study, if any, have never been made
lic.
Long

Showman’s

pub-

"Enemy”

From the storm of exhibitor protests it
would appear that a majority of theatre
operators sincerely feel that radio is their
“Enemy Number One.” It is one of the
traditions that showmen blame a boxoffice
slump on a
years more
been “radio
However,
shows that
Public may

convenient “goat.” In recent
often than not the plaint has
hurts our boxoffice.”
the survey among film fans
while Mr. and Mrs. John Q.
have become decidedly radio-

minded, at the same time they go to “the
movies” and take the kiddies.
The controversy raging over the radiofilm issue and the absence of authentic
data prompted the publishers of Radio
Guide, which goes into a half million
homes every week, to find out for themselves just how ether programs affected
the motion picture habits of its readers.
In a questionnaire published in the issue
of February 13, the magazine asked:
“How often do you go to the movies?”
“Do you make it a practice to attend
movies featuring radio stars?”
Answers were requested from families.
More than 12,000 families — a cross section of typical American homes — filled out
and returned the questionnaire. The answers thus are representative of 48,000 persons, on the basis of the accepted average
of four persons to a home.
To insure accuracy, the replies were tab-

ulated by the International Business Machines Corp., and the figures were given
to Boxoffice as tabulated.
The replies showed that confirmed dial
twisters attend picture shows on an average of five times a month — more than once
a week. Here are the indicated film-going habits :
39.3 per cent go 4 times monthly.
33.7 per cent go 8 times monthly.
12.8 per cent go 12 times monthly.
8.2 per cent go 2 times monthly.
3.5 per cent go 16 times monthly.
Only 3.8 per cent of Radio Guide readers said that they never attend motion pictures, and most of these negative voters
qualified their answers by explaining that
they were unable, for physical reasons, to
leave their homes.
In answer to the second question, “Do
you make it a practice to attend movies
featuring radio stars?”, 64 per cent gave
answer with a ringing “Yes!”; 25 per cent
said “No” and the other 11 per cent failed
to answer.
Potent

Talent

Medium

The deduction to be gained is that radio, by virtue of its descent on the Hollywood studios and wholesale enlistment of
players, is a potent medium for exploiting
up-an-coming talent and a powerful channel for sustaining interest in established
stars, with direct results at the boxoffice.
This probably will deliver an electric
shock to thousands of exhibitors. But,
says Radio Guide, look at the record.
Response

to Question:

■DO YOU
TEND

MAKE IT A PRACTICE
FEATURING
MOVIES

AT-

RADIO
Per Cent

Response
YES
NO STARS?"
NO

TO

RESPONSE

No.
3,243
1,279
545

TOTAL

25.2
64.0
10.8
100

5,067
BOXOFFICE
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BETTE
In The

To Every Woman
To every

DAVIS

Finest Role Of Her Career

Sheltered

Mother

who

By A Good
fights

her

Name

daugh-

ter's yearning for gay night-life ; to
every sister and sweetheart--and the
men who love them- -we believe "MARKED
WOMAN" is the most significant drama
of life, filmed in the past decade.
Some
bold

women may be offended by the
reality. . .some may be shocked

the honesty

of a fearless

story.

by

. .but

none

will deny they have been spellbound by the powerful portrayal of
life that sheltered women never see!
Warner

Bros.

Present

BETTE DAVIS
HUMPHREY

BOGART- EDUARDO ciannelli-allen

JENKINS-LOLA
ROSALIND

LANE-JANE

MARQUIS-MAYO

Music

and

lyrics

A First

National

by

Harry

lobby frame

of the Strand‘’s smash

JEWELL

METHOT-JOHN

LITEL

Warren

Dubin

Pi ctu re • D i rected

N.Y, STRAND

It’s the 40x60

BRYAN-ISABEL

by

and

Al

LLOYD

BACON

THEATRE

that had a 2 -week

display in advance

opening last Saturday. The unusual copy
of an attention-getter — so remember it for

slant proved

a whale

your showing

of Bette’s rarin’ return triumph

from
e

THIRD NATIONAL EmBITOR GROUP
MOVEMENT AIMS HIGH FOR LEAOffl
New

York ITOA Head
Militant in Plans for
New Body

Is
Predicts Third National
Exhib Unit Flop
New

By A. L. FINESTONE
New

York — James

A. Farley, postmaster

general and formerly chairman of the
Democratic national committee; Attorney
General Homer S. Cummings and Jesse
Jones, chairman of the Reconstruction Finance Corp., are being contacted with a
view to heading a national organization of
independent exhibitors. Only one will be
chosen for the job, however.
Boxoffice

was

so advised

this week

Brandt, president of the Independent Theatre Owners Ass’n, Inc., of New
York, who recently launched a movement
for a third national exhibitor group.
Brandt said that an outstanding figure of
the calibre represented by the three would
be selected.
Yearly

Cost

He

also said that plans for the proposed organization include providing assistance to independent theatre owners in
all directions, even to the extent of setting up a producing company with well
known executives and talent. He estimated
that $5,000,000 a year would cover all expenses.
Declaring that a leader for the new national group would be obtained before organizational activity among independents
throughout the country is much advanced,
Brandt informed Boxoffice:
“We need a man of outstanding ability.
One who can weld the independent exhibitors of the nation into a unit. Who
will command the respect of independent
exhibitors, of the motion picture industry,
of the country’s financiers, business men
and the public. Someone comparable to
Will H. Hays, who is the producer-distributors’ leader.’’
“Need

for Leadership’’

He added that “there is a great need for
the kind of leadership that can get things
done for the broad membership of the independent exhibitor ranks throughout the
country.”
Reminded
standing

that

would

an

require

pensation, Brandt said:
ary is assured

executive

for the

of

such

considerable

com-

“The

first year's

right type

sal-

of leader."

More than 200 letters have poured into
the office of the New York ITOA in response to Brandt’s suggestion for a new
organization recently broached in The Independent, the ITOA’s bi-weekly organ, he
said. Many of these came from members
of existing exhibitor groups, he continued,
naming some who have been prominently

8

York — Ed

Kuykendall,

“I defy the Motion Picture Theatre Owners of America and Allied States to show

presi-

dent of the Motion Picture Theatre
Owners of America, this week pre-

me

dicted failure for Harry Brandt’s
movement to establish a third national organization. ‘‘Where will
prospective members get the money
to pay the high salary that a figure
in pxLblic life ivould demand to head

“Locally, I believe they have done
of good, through their local units.
New York ITOA would have affiliated
Allied States long ago if we thought
could achieve the desired results.

such an
asked.

organization?”

associated with local units of the established national organizations.
The

plan, Brandt explained, is to organize regional units in Congressional districts. these to form a homogeneous nationwide organization which will be powerful enough to push through Congress legislation for the relief of the independents.
In addition, he said, the local units would
sponsor state legislation and would perform various services for its members, such
as film buying.
Raps

Brandt

Existing

National

to push

through his plan to consummation “because the existing national exhibitor organizations have failed to give independent exhibitors the protection they need
against the steady encroachments and
aggressions of the trustified major interProvoked

by a statement

ests.”
VOL. 30

Reg-

U. S. Pat.

in Boxoffice.
APR

17

handwriting

is on

the

wall

for the

independent exhibitor," Brandt went on. "The
time is approaching when there will be no
independents. They are
ed out of existence and
be absorbed in
out of business.

the

slowly being pushwill either have to

affiliated

chains

or

go

“In 1932 there were 400 theatres affiliated with the New York ITOA. Today there
are only 240. Why? Because they have
been forced for competitive reasons to join
the affiliated circuits.
“The Brandt theatres will never become
affiliated. They were affiliated at one
time with a national circuit. That taught

Office

us a bitter lesson.”

CONTENTS
Editorial

a lot
The
with
they

“Supposing Nathan Yamins, former president of Allied States, who exclusively controls the theatre situation in Fall River,
Mass., should feel the encroachments of a
distributor-affiliated chain which would
seek to build in opposition. Yamins would
go to court and seek an injunction. Let us
concede that he would obtain the desired
protection. That would be only one spot;
how about similar situations in the rest of
the country?
"The

Bodies

said he was determined

a single result they have achieved nationally for independent exhibitors.

“The independents’ problem is not purely a local one. Viewed broadly, in the
light of distributor unreasonableness and
rapacity and affiliated circuit aggression, it
is the same all over the country.

Kuykendall

by

Harry

Five Millions

April 10, which quoted an anonymous Allied States Ass’n “leader” in Boston as
ridiculing
declared: Brandt’s move, the ITOA head
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Brandt

Suits

Planned

said that the Brandt

Theatres

circuit suit pending in the New York supreme court to prevent the Loew circuit
from dividing its playing time into a week
of five and two days, in reversal of longestablished custom of a week split into four
and three days, was only the first step in
a legal campaign New York independents
would sponsor against the major distributor-theatre interests. Incidentally, he revealed that this action, which is also aimed at five principal distributing companies, would be heard on its merits for a
permanent injunction.
Brandt said that there would be other
litigation, and that ITOA attorneys are
completing papers in a suit to be filed in
federal district court against major distributors involving “a small exhibitor” in
BOXOFFICE
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this area and alleging conspiracy under
the Sherman anti-trust act. The ITOA
also has instructed counsel to ask the government for an investigation of film trade
practices generally.
“These actions may cost me my business,
after 21 years of affiliation with the industry,” he continued. “I may be forced out
of exhibition as a result of them, but if
the present trend continues I would eventually go broke and if I have to give up my
blood I will make sure that there will be
plenty of blood spilt on the other side as
well.”
Returning

to Allied States, Brandt

said

that “Nathan Yamins is sincere, but some
of the Allied leaders seek only their own
financial aggrandizement.” He said that
he could not belong to an organization
which has this type of leadership and that
he had so informed Abram F. Myers, Allied’s chairman of the board.
Cites

New

York

Competition

The independent in New York City is
unable to operate under present buying
conditions and with the type of affiliated
circuit competition that exists among the
subsequent runs, Brandt asserted.

“The distributor makes you buy pictures
at 35 per cent of the gross while admitting that the exhibitor would lose money,”
he said. “Their explanation is that they
need increased revenue to encourage the
production of fine pictures.
“They point out to you that the first
run pays 35 per cent for its film. But
where the subsequent run has an overhead of 75 per cent, where is the equity
of a 35 per cent film rental?
"In addition, they extend the first runs to
squeeze all they can out of an attraction before it reaches the subsequents. They make
you play pictures nine months after your
next-door neighbor which is an affiliated
house charging the same admission price
as you do. Alter you buy a contract, the
distributors change the terms. We will insist on the distributors' performance of contractual terms next season. The ITOA members would very much like to call a buying
strike.”

Brandt said that there are 71 theatres in
Greater New York in which the Brandt interests have a stock ownership and that
they spend $1,500,000 a year for film.
“No Consideration”

“At the start of last season I gave the
companies contracts for approximately
$200,000 each,” he went on. “In the shoe
business a customer who placed an order
of that size would be king. In this business he gets no consideration.”

PERMIT UNIVERSAL
TRADING IN COMMON
New

York— Trading

in common

stock

voting trust certificates of Universal Pictures Corp. has been authorized by the
curb exchange here, which has approved
listing of 1,014,914 voting trust certificates
of which 525,681 are outstanding. Included
in the certificates listed are 222,556 reserved for possible excise of warrants at
$10 a share and 266,667 issuable upon conversion of debentures.
BOXOFTTCE
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Radio-Film Committee
Holds MPTOA Mandate
New

NEWS BRIEFS

York — The

MPTOA

committee

ap-

pointed to seek a solution to the problem
of radio competition with motion picture
theatres, and other factors in the film-radio situation, has a “very difficult job, but
will deliberate with common sense and both
feet on the ground,” Walter Vincent, chairman of the committee, said this week.

ow"Heavy
ment's "PlIs
Attendance
Govern
More than 7,500,000 psople have viewed
Resettlement Administration film in theatres within past ten months, says that department.

Kuykendall on Swing
for Concession Talk
MPTOA president touring country in
continuance of efforts to obtain major
concessions in trade practice reform platment. form; will sound conciliation board senti-

The first session has been tentatively set
for April 20, in New York. Others on the
committee are Lewen Pizor, Philadelphia;
Samuel Pinanski, Boston, and Arthur Lockwood, Middletown, Conn. All are MPTOA
directors.

Vincent said that the problem would be
approached from every possible viewpoint.
He added he was aware “you cannot satisfy everybody” in such a complex situation
and for that reason the committee would
proceed cautiously with due regard for its
responsibility.
To Work

Special Master Named
in RKO Revamping
George W. Alger, New York attorney,
will hear proceedings on plan for reorganization and report on testimony.

Stipulations Delay
Start of Dallas Suit
Several weeks more

may

be required to

complete preliminaries in government’s
case against Interstate circuit and majors
in Texas on price and duals restrictions.

Industry Asked to Aid
Music Week Observance
Celebration from May 2 to 8 would enable exhibitors to cash in on interest, it
is argued.

Motion Pictures Supply
Most Amusement Gross
Slightly more than 72 per cent of $699,051,000 total receipts in 1935 came from
12,024 theatres, department of commerce
census reveals.

Educational Stock Sale
to Retire Erpi Interest
Herrick, Heinzelman and Ripley, underwriters, offer 150,000 shares of preferred
stock, proceeds of which also will be used
to clear up indebtedness and start feature
production.

Trade Members Attend
Hearing on Copyright
Testify before sub-committee on entrance of United States into the Berne
Convention for effecting international
copyright understanding.

The committee

Independently
will probably start from

scratch, Vincent said, and he had no intention of using any of the information
obtained in a study of theatre grosses in
relation to film stars’ radio programs which
was conducted some time ago by the Hays
office.
The

committee will confer with representatives of the major film companies,
such as Loew’s and Paramount, which permit many of their stars to appear on the
air. Meetings with broadcasting companies’ executives will be held after some sort
of procedure has been formulated, Vincent
said. Meanwhile, radio spokesmen said
they welcomed the committee’s efforts as
the problem, if it is a problem, affected
them as well from a standpoint of quality
of programs. If, as declared, inferior radio
programs injure participating film stars
with resultant effects at the boxoffice, the
same is true of the repercussions felt by
the broadcasters, according to radio
spokesmen.
“Three

The

Grounds

Vincent

of Complaint”

committee

by Ed Kuykendall, MPTOA

was

appointed

president, pur-

suant to a mandate of the organisation’s
recent convention in Miami. Kuydenkall
listed “three grounds of complaint”:
1. That free professional entertainment
brought into the homes by radio is
direct competition with the theatre,
more so when the same talent is used
in both radio and screen entertain
ment.
2. That constant use of a screen star in
radio broadcasts damages their boxoffice value, destroys their prestige by
familiarity and by inadequate staging.
3. That excerpts from current pictures
and condensed versions of a photoplay given over the air destroys interest in the picture when it plays at
the local theatre.
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WAGNER ACT DECISION OF COURT
IS IMPETUS TO DNIOHIZATION
Theatres Bear Brunt of Labor Drives on All
Fronts
New

action

York — The

on

U.

S.

supreme

court’s

Monday in upholding constitutionality of the Wagner labor act will

greatly stimulate labor unionization activity among unorganized classes of employes
in the motion picture industry, according
to informed industry circles here.
Minor

union

American

groups

Federation

cision as greatly
AFL

not

affiliated

of Labor

in

their

with

the

the

de-

while

the

hailed

favor,

unions regarded them as their guarantee to collective bargaining with employers

on wages,
tions.

hours

of work

and

other

condi-

The film industry was considered to be
a vulnerable target under the supreme
court’s majority interpretation since the
distribution branch particularly has been
declared by the courts in numerous cases
to be in interstate commerce, and that is
now generally conceded.
Drive

on

Theatres

Theatres are expected to bear the brunt
of the unionization drives now forming in
various sections of the country. The lATSE
is known to have deferred its campaign
for a vertical union of all classes of theatre employes until the supreme court’s decision on the Wagner act. This drive is
now

expected

to proceed

without

much

de-

lay. The lATSE’s new move to include
film exchange workers in its fold, under
AFL sanction, also is considered to have
received
rulings.

encouragement
New'

Meanwhile,

Group

the

from

Lays

United

Monday’s

Plans

Theatrical

and

Motion Picture Workers of America, not
affiliated with the AFL but claiming
‘•friendly relations” with the Committee
for Industrial Organiatzion, this week expressed its determination to push its drive
for an all-inclusive union and announced
a decision to include publicity and advertising men in its ranks. So far this union
has made no visible headway in the east
other than calling a strike at the Consolidated Film Industries plant, Ft. Lee, N. J.
Developments

in several

exchange

cen-

ters where film workers’ unions have been
formed indicate that negotiations will be
carried on by American Federation of Labor officials with major distributor headquarters in New York.
Detroit reported this week that although
no confirmation was obtainable union
members said that distributor home offices
had indicated to branch managers they
should recognize the union. Wage scales
presumably were to be worked out in New
York.
Demands

10

for higher

wages

for Cleve-

Regulatory Power
Strengthened
New

York —

The

majority

BLANK, PARAMOUNT
APPROACH ACCORD

opinion

in the Wagner labor relations act
cases decided by the U. S. supreme
court aifirms the broad powers of
Congress to regulate industry and
under

New

would be held constitutional, according to informed observers hi the trade
here.

a

national

of operation

scale, even

Eliminate

Legal

opinion held that motion picture exhibition and production clearly fall within the new interpretation.
While it has been established for a

CRASH

divi-

inspectors,
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50 years
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and

Food
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at the Tedding-

455 Columbus Ave.
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.$4.00 a day

for

motion

& MASSACHUSETTS

SPECIAL

England

American

pleted a film for "Warners
ton studios here.

STREET

parlor,

Ince,

zone in the middle of the road near Kensington.
Member of a noted theatrical family,

EXHIBITORS

150 ROOMS,
families

IN ENGLAND
KILLS RALPH INCE

Six minutes’ walk from film <li^t^ict
from all Back Bay Mations. Klevatecl hus
Transfers to all parts of Boston aiul suhiirhs.

Suites

Clause

picture director, was instantly killed on
April 11 when his automobile, which Mrs.
Ince was driving, crashed into a safety

A V
C* If ¥7
mUP
A M%Em
V U
Ih
BETWEEN

Repurchase

London — Ralph

presented last week to local branch managers, will be settled in New York by AFL
representatives and home office executives,
it was reported by usually reliable sources.
It is understood that while members of
the Cleveland exchanges originally joined
the local Packers and Wrappers union,
they will eventually become affiliated with
the lATSE or form a separate AFL unit.

HEADQUARTERS

to be signed

contract which would be equitable to both
parties. The repurchase clause which was
a feature of the old contract has been
eliminated in the broad outlines of the
new one to be consummated.

long time that film distribution as set
up was in interstate commerce, it had
not been definitely established by the
courts to what extent the commerce

land shippers, poster clerks and

is expected

There were no counter conditions between the two parties but certain circumstances arising from the situation of
the theatres in three different states
created difficulties in arriving at a

this loeek, both from the labor standpoint as well as the modernized hiterpretation of the commerce clause.

two

and

agreement under which Blank has operated the theatres since 1932 expired last December and has been extended twice to
permit the negotiation of the new contract.

in film circles here

applies to the other

new

by both parties before May 1 when the
present temporary agreement expires. The

their products are manufactured locally, come within the regulatory powers of Congress.
The decision was the major topic

clause
sions.

the

agreement contemplates the consolidation of the Paramount-Blank theatres with the Blank circuit for purposes

though

of coiiversation

of

The

The court gave a new interpretation of the commerce clause of the
Constitution when it held industries
on

features

the theatres owned jointly by the two parties, have been arrived at and will be
ironed out next week in conferences to be
held in New York.

this mterpretation any legislation passed by Congress to regulate the motion picture industry

organized

York — Main

agreement between A, H, Blank and Paramount Pictures, Inc,, for the operation of

hy

door.

BATH
hath — S4.00,
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New

York — Predicting

that

New

DUNLAP FILLS TWO
MONOGRAM POSTS
Technical

director

for

Monogram Pictures will be Ernest R. Hickson who was associated with the old
Monogram company in the same capacity,
according to the announcement of Scott
R, Dunlap, vice-president in charge of production,
Hickson has been Trem Carr’s technical
director for the past year.
Another appointment was that of George
E. Kann as production manager, Kann
was associated with M-G-M for nine years.
Recently he functioned as an independent
producer.
Also William Nigh has been engaged to
direct “The Thirteenth Man,” slated to
start around May 1.
HOWARD
New

SIGNS

York — Willie

METRO
Howard,

York — George

PACT
stage, film

and radio star, has been signed to a motion picture contract by Metro-GoldwynMayer.

Asks Exhibitors Report
on "Jcickrabbits"

Dear Mr. Shlyen:

“l7i reading your issue of March
20th, I ivas very happy to read your
editorial, “Stop the ‘Jackrabbits’
Now,” especially your reference to the
position taken by Federal Judge Patrick T. Stone.
“You are so right when you state
that ‘this is the time of the year
when the itinerant shows begin their
movements,’ and I think it would be
most timely if you had occasion in
one of your next editorials to remind
these exhibitors that Copyright Protectio7i Bureau has bee7i trying to
help the mdustry, and especially the
exhibitors whose business has been
7naterially interfered with, and ask
them to refer all their complaints
a7id suspicions to the Bureau (RKO
Bldg., Rockefeller Center, New York
City), so that we may be able to
track down these itinerants and keep

12

presi-

Hollywood

— With

RELEASES
the

final scene

of

“Sing and Be Happy” completed this week,
20th Century-Pox has finished all pictures
scheduled for release during the remainder
of the
ber 20. present season which ends SeptemOther pictures completed and ready for

Condor’s registration had been suspendedancepending
of material
“the appearof untrueinvestigation
statements of
facts

release are: “Wake Up and Live,” “Fifty
Roads to Town,” “Cafe Metropole,” “This
Is My Affair,” “Slave Ship,” “Wee Willie
Winkie,” “Angel’s Holiday,” “That I May
Live,” “The Great Hospital Mystery,”
“Charlie Chan at the Olympics,” “I Will Be
Faithful,” ‘She Had to Eat” and “Big

and omissions of material facts” in the
registration statement and in the company’s prospectus.

Darryl P. Zanuck, production chief, plans
Business.”
to have 12 pictures for 1937-38 completed
prior to the opening of the season August 1.

Complied,

Says

Hirliman

Hirliman said SEC called the hearing
“to afford Condor an opportunity to explain the details of two of the minor
clauses in their original prospectus.” He
also said that the company had filed “innumerable financial statements, memorandums, etc.,” all certified by public accountants, and that during the period required
for investigation of such data Condor also
filed, at SEC’s request, “telegraphic details of their studio rental arrangements
with Grand National Studios.”
Hirliman said that on receipt of the full
written lease SEC claimed that such
items as “Minimum Shooting Day Requirements” and “Rental Clauses Pertaining to Extras” were not included in a telegram submitted prior to the final filing
of the written lease.
Condor attorneys on Monday requested
an immediate hearing “at which time they
will give evidence and substantiate their
claims that the clauses are the usual ones
contained in studio leases.”
Condor

them from further mushrooming.” —
J. H. Levin, Copyright Protection Bureau.

A. Hirliman,

dent of Condor Pictures, Inc., this week
issued a statement explaining why Securities and Exchange Commission called a
public hearing in Washington on the company’s registration statement. The hearing
was advanced to April 13 after being set
for the 19th.

of sales films, “not as a threat to advertising appropriations, but as a
cheap means of increasing effectiveness of advertising at point of sale.”

—

SEASON'S

EEC's Hearing Call

com-

mercial films would be a $50,000,000
industry by 1938, E. Hamilton
Campbell, executive of the Jam
Handy Picture Service, told the New
York Advertising Club that the
business film industry has won a
definite place in national merchandising. Advertising agencies, he said,
were keenly aware of the possibilities

Hollywood

20TH-FOX COMPLETES

Hirliman Explains

Envisions Vast Growth
for Commercials

Is Heard

Washington — George

A. Hirliman,

pres-

ident of Condor Pictures, summarized at
the Securities and Exchange Commission
hearing here Tuesday the proposed studio
rental arrangement with Grand National.
It developed at the hearing that the
Condor registration had not been suspended, such action being contingent upon the
results of the hearing itself.
The trial examiner’s report on the hearing will be ready in ten days after written
transcript has been submitted.
Richard
New

Dix

York — Richard

for

Series

Dix has been signed

to star in a series of productions for Condor Pictures, George A. Hirliman, president, announced at the company’s executive conferences here this week. George
O’Brien and Conrad Nagel have also been
signed by Condor for starring roles in
productions for RKO and Grand National
respectively. A series of 12 Condor musical
shorts were recently added to the company’s 1937-38 production program, probably for RKO release.
Condor is at present shooting on features
to be delivered to RKO and Grand National and is making Spanish versions of
features for Metro.

»

REVIEW

FLASHES

•

BIG BUSINESS (20th-Fox)— This episode in
the life of the Joneses holds to the standard set in previous pictures and will prove
to be more than adequate entertainment
for the followers of the series. Jed Prouty,
Shirley Deane.
GIT

ALONG

LITTLE

DOGIES

(Rep)— Gene

Autry's ingratiating personality and pleasant singing voice receives the able support of Will and Gladys Ahem and several other specialty artists in an aboveaverage musical western. Judith Allen and
Smiley Burnette also in the cast.
HILLS OF OLD WYOMING
(Para)— With a
batch of Indians added to this Hopalong
Cassidy, the some

pace

of adventure,

sus-

pense and good entertainment which showmen and the public hove come to expect
of this series is maintained. William Boyd.
George Hayes.
PUBLIC WEDDING NO. 1 (WB)— The attempt
to make a fast stepping comedy out of a
conglomeration of unrelated ideas fails to
click. Jane Wyman, William Hopper.
WAKE

UP

AND

LWE

(20th-Fox) — With

no

angle of smart, money-making showmanship overlooked, this musical comedy is all
set to roll up thundering grosses for every
exhibitor. Jack Haley, Walter Winchell.
Ben Bemie.
WHITE GODS (Trekelog State Rights) — Wellphotographed travel adventure film containing several thrilling episodes has unusual exploitation possibilities. Introduction of an unimportant plot merely impedes
the action. Andre Roosevelt, Cyril von Bauman and native cast.

COMPLETE REVIEWS on the above
pictures will appear in an early issue
of BOXOFFICE.
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THE PERFECT

SCHEDULE

FOR

SMALL TOWN BOY featuring Stuart Erwin— Produced by Zion Myers.
James Cagney in DYNAMITE produced by Richard A. Rowland.
THE GIRL SAID NO— An Andrew L. Stone production— featuring for the
first time the famous Gilbert and Sullivan operettas.
SOMETHING TO SING ABOUT directed and produced by Victor Schertzinger.

"Lost Horizon" Continues as Topnotcher
(AVERAGE

BOSTON

Boston — She’s
show

Dangerous

(Univ).

with

Fenway — Her Husband’s Seeretary
Out<'ast (Para)
MeTnorial — Top of the Town (Univ);
Found Himself (UKO)

stage

90
Who
125

Orpheuni — Maytime (M-G-M), 2d wk
Metropolitan — .Seventh Heaven
(20th-Fox).
witli stage show
raraniount— Same
as Fenway

85
105
90

(ItKO)

120

I'apitol — Ma.itiine (M-G-M), 3rd wk
Family — t'hinu Passage (RKO)
Grand — Heady, M illiiiM: and Able
2d wk

120
120
(WB).
100

Keith's — lyove Is News
(20th-Fox). 2d wk,...120
lyyric — roiidenined How
(RKO)
110
Palare — Waikiki Wedding
(Para), held over.. 175
•Shuhert — We’re on the Jury (RKO). plus
stage sliow
110

<'hi'ago — Marked Woman
(WB)
T’alace — Top of the Town
(Univ)
Roosevelt — Waikiki Wedding (Para).
United Artists — Ma>time (M-G-M)

2d loop

100
105
wk 90
115

CLEVELAND
Allen- Parole Kaeket (Col)
Hanna — The (iood Karth (M-G-M). r''adshow . .
HiTjpodrome — Seventh Heaven
(20th-Fox)
T'alare — Naney Steele Is Missing (20th-Fox).
vaudeville with Stepin Fetchit as headliner ..

1 25

state— History Is Made at Night (UA)
Stillman - Ma>tlme (M-G-M). 2d wk downtown.

75
185

120
1 40
115

DALLAS
<'apitoI — Mama
Steps Out (M-G-M)
^''aT)itol — House of Sec^rets (Ches)
Ma iestic — Ma> time ( M-G-M )
Melba — lender (k»ver of Night (M-G-M)

80
100
125
100

Palare — Seventh Heaven
Tower— History Is Made
2d wk

110

(20t!i-?''ox)
at Night (T'A).

no

DENVER
-Seventh Heaven
(20th-Kox).
lowing a week at the Denver

fol120

Broadway — I.ost Horizon (C*ol). r'dshow 2d wk
Itenham- — AVa'kiki Wedding
(Para)
Denver — Histo»-y Is Made at Night tUA)
Ornhf'nm^ — Personal Proi>ertj (M-G-M);
C'hina Passage <RKO)
Paramount — You Only Idve
Mighty Treve (Univ)

. . 225
175
125
180

Onee

(l^A);

The
110

DETROIT
Adams — Seventh
Fair Warning

Heaven (20th-Fox).
{20th-Fox)

2d

wk.;
100

t'lnema — Natalka Poltavka (.Amkino)
110
r>owntown — Kestasy (JeTvel). held for 5th wk...l00
Fox — Head Over Heels in Fove (GB). stage
show
Madison- Waikiki
We<lding (Para). 2d wk....ll5
Michigan — Marke<l Woman
(WB). stage .show.. 95
State — Under Cover i>f Night (M-G-M);
Her
Husband
I/ies (Para)
90
United Artists — Maytime
(M-G-M). 2d wk
100

INDIANAPOLIS
Alam^) — Join the Marines (Rep); Brand of
the Outlaw (Rep)
190
Alamo
(last half) — Mighty Treve (Univ);
1 f'onntier th#* Sea (Ches)
100
Ambassador — We Mho Are About to Die (RKO)
90
Apollo — The King and the Choms
Girl (WB)..100
^’ircle — History Is Made at Night (UA)
Loew’s — Ma>time
(M-G-M)
I,,yric — We
Have Our Moments
(Univ).
stage show

KANSAS
Maln^treet — The

King

and

90
125
i)lu.s
105

CITY
the

Ch<»riis

Girl

(WB);
Her Husband’s Secretary (FN)
Midland — Personal Property (M-G-M); Find
the AVitness (Col)
Newman — AA'aikIki Wedding
Court tWB)
2d wk

(Para);

95
the

Midnight

135
110

Tower — Time Out for Koman<'e (20th-Fox);
stage show
95
Uptown — Seventh Heaven (20th-Fox) 2d wk.... 95
Orpheum — -The Gmal Earth (M-O-M) . . . very good

LOS ANGELES
Chinese — Lloyds of l.ondon (20th-Fox)
Downtown — King and the (horus Girl
Hillstreet — Quality Street (RKO);
AVe
Our .Moments (Univ)

14

Personal

120
(WB)..105
Have
90

(roadshow),

2d wk

225
Property

Personal

Denver

Waikiki

Strand — The
2d wk

(dual)

Providence
(2d

wk) — Cleveland

Property

(dual) —

Love Is News — Minneapolis
Maytime — Oklahoma City
Ready, Willing and Able —
(dual)

EXTENDED

95

Able

stage

Willing

150
(RKO);

Sea
100
125
125

and

(WB).

150

OMAHA
Brandeis — The
Her

Soldier

Husband’s

and

the

Seeretary

l^ail.v (RKO);

(FN)

110

t^maha — Waikiki Wedding (Para); A Do<*tor’s
Diar> (Para). 2d wk.. 11% davs
(Orpheum — History Is Made at Night (I^A);
We
Have
Our Moments
(Univ)

PORTLAND.
Blue

York;

105
90
Baker
75
120

Mouse — Sea

Devils

150
120

ORE.

(RKO);

AVings

of the

Morning (20th-Fox). 2d d. t. wk
Broadway — Personal Property (M-G-M);
Breezing Home
(Univ). 2d wk
Mavfair — Black l.egion (WB): Once a Doctor
(FN)
Orpheum — Keady, AA illing aiul Able (AA^B) ;
So'dier and the l.Jtdy (RKO)
Paramount- — L<»ve Is Ne^^s (20th-Fox); Her
Husband
Ides (Pa-ra)
Fnited A rt i.sts— Alaytime (M-G-M). 2d wk

100 ’.
.11

5

105
105
110
115
120

PROVIDENCE
Albee — Histor>

I,ow

(Para);

Her
120

Riverside — The Big Show
(Rep); Gene Autry
on stage
-Strand — Maid of Salem (Para); Clarenee
(Para)
Warner — The King and the Chorus Girl (WB);
We Who
-Are About to Hie (RKO)
Wisconsin — Seventh Heaven (20th-Fox);
Kspionage (M-G-M)

125
100

Aster — She Hangerous (Univ); Off to the
Kaees (20th-Fox)
Century — Swing High, Swing T.ow (Para),
2d wk
Minnesota — Waikiki Wedding
(Para)
Orpheum — Love Is News
(20th-Fox). stage
show
(RKO);

105

(GN).

(UA);

.stage

. . 95
. .120

sliow..

Majestic — Naiu*y Steele Is .Missing (20th-Fox)
That Man's Here Again (FN)
}<tate — Personal Pr<»perty (M-G-M); Tr<»uble
in Morocco (Col)

SALT

LAKE

CITY

Capitol — Her Husband’s Secretary
sonal Property (M-G-M)

(FN);

Per-

an4l the Chorus (iirl (AA'B):
(Univ)
time (M-G-M )
........
Studio — Personal Ih-operty (M-G-M)

100

(t^niv);

Home
Breezing
(RKO)
for a — IJidy
Victory

AA'ay

Make

100

SAN

150
90
90

125
50
lOO

Embassy—

Love

00
95
95
125
lOO
140
165
100
125

CITY

Astor — The (iomi Earth (M-G-M). 9th wk. of
two-a-day, capacity
lOO
Capitol — Maytime
(M-G-M),
3d wk
140
Central — The Crime NobcKly Saw (Para)
95
Criterion — Silent Barriers (GB), 2d wk. of
two-a-day
90
Globe— Ta»st Horizon (Col), 5th wk. of twoa-day, near capacity
95
Palace — iStep Lively, Jeeves (20th-Fox). l.st
run plus Nancy Steele Is Missinfi: (20th-Fox). 90

in

FRANCISCO
(Prin)

Tundra

(GB);

Exile

.80

Husband's

Her

(Para);
AAeddiiig
AVaikiki(FN),
Kox—
Secretary
2d wk

ID'
105

r;eary — Lost Horizon (C’ol); 4th wk
Golden Gate — tjuality Street (RKC>)
Orpheum — I Promise to I’a.> (Col): AA>
Our Moments
(Univ)

Have

110
Paramount — Maytime (M-G-M). 3d wk
80
Wt. Francis — Good Earth (M-G-M). 5th wk
X'nited Artists— History Is AIa<le at Night flTAl.ins
AA'arfield — King

110

ORLEANS

Center — Roberta (RKO),
revival
Globe — ^Three Smart Girls (Univ), revival
Liberty — AViiigs of the Morning ( 20th-Fox ) . . .
Loew's State — Ma.'vtime (M-G-M), held over...
Orpheum — Stolen Holida.v (I-N)
Saenger — Swing High, Swing Low (Para)
St. Charles — The Plot Thickens (RKO); on
-stage, Mary McCormic
Strand — The Good Karth (M-G-M)
Tndor — A Midsummer
Night’s Dream
(WB),
revival

Night

Orpheum — King
Aligbty Treve
Paramount — May

90

HAVEN

Poll — Seventh Heaven (20th-Fox); We’re on the
•Jury (RKO)
Roger Sherman — History Is Made at Night
(UA); Penrod and Sam (FN)

at

Passage (RKO)
Htmrs Leave

. .200

I nder

Uollege — Ma.vtime (M-G-M).
2d wk
Paramount — Swing High, Swing l,ow (Para);
Murder Goes to College (Para), 2d wk

tiiiiia
Fays —

Is Made

100

MINNEAPOLIS

YORK

CITY

Warner — Keady,
show

MILWAUKEE

NEW

(iirl (WB),

175

150

Maytime. 3rd wk. at Capitol. New
3id wk. at Paramount. San Francisco.

NEW

Chorus

over

Ecstasy, 5th wk. at Downtown.
Detroit.
Lost Horizon, 5th wk. of two-a-day at
Globe, New
York; 4th wk. at Geary. San
Francisco.

NEW

the

(Para)
(Col), held

RUNS

state — When’s Your Birthda.vf
Cover of Night (M-G-M)
World — Ga.v I)es|>erado (UA)

and

Midwest^ — M'aiklUi Wedding
State— Theodora tioes Wild
a 2d wk

GockI Earth, 9th wk. of two-a-day Astor.
New
York; 5th wk. at St. Francis. San
k'rancisco.

Palace — Swing High, Swing
Huribaiid Lies (Para)

130

180

Omaha. .150

Hollywood — Same as Downtown
Pantages — Same as Hillstreet
Paramount — Outcast (Para), Kenny
in person
State — ^Same as Chinese

stage

t ’riterion--Ma.> time (M-G-M)
Liberty — Don’t Tell the Wife
Devils (RKO)

150
150

City

Wedding

(Para),

OKLAHOMA

185

Wedding — Cincinnati

Oklahoma

King

200

and Denver

Waikiki

CHICAGO

Aladdin-

Horizon

Denver

A\e<ldin!R-

Radio <'ity Music Hall — Seventh Heaven
(20th-Fox). stage show: 2d wk
115
Rialto — Elephant Boy (UA )
125
Rivoli^ — History Is Made at Night (UA), 2d wk..ll0
Roxy — Top <»f the Town
(l^niv). stage show;
2d wk
130

Top Hits of the Week
Lost

Maytime

CINCINNATI
Albee — ((iialit.> Street

Paramount — AA'aikiki
show. 2d wk

100

(FN);
Man

IS 100%)

and

the

(iirl (AA'B)

Ch<»rus

..

.115

SEATTLE
Blue Mouse — Personal Property ( M-G-M) ;
Outcast (M-G-M). 2d wk
105
Fifth Avenue— Ma.vtime (M-G-M).
2d wk....ll5
Liberty — History Is Made
at Night (UA);
Let’s Get Alarrietl (Col)
HO
Metropolitan— lyost Horizon (Col), roadsliow.
price 50 cents to $1.50
Music Box — I.)Ove Is News
the

People

(M-G-M).

plu.s tax
(20th-Fox);

3d

d.

Man

of

t. wk

130
110

Orpheum — (Jiiality Street (RKO); AA'e Have Our
Aloments (I'niv)
120
Palomar — They AA’anted to Alarr.v (RKO)
iilus
.stage show
HO
Paramount — AA'aikiki AA'e<ldiiig (Para) ; Doctor’.s
Diar.^' (Para)
120

WASHINGTON
(’anitul — Se\entli
sliow

Heaven

(20th-Fox).

105

Columbia — Step Lively. Jeeves
Earle — Swing High, Swing Low
show

(20th-Fox) . . . .
(Para), stage

Keith’s — History Is Made at Night
Met — I Promise to Pa.v (Col)
Palace — Maytinie (Af-G-M), 2d wk
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stage
90
H5
(l^A)

120
105
150
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KUYKENDALL ON CONCESSIONS TOUR
Roxy Sale Plan
Hearing Near End
New

York — Hearings

on the plan for the

sale of the Roxy Theatre to 20th CenturyPox Film Corp. are expected to terminate
next week. The hearings have been of
daily occurrence over the past three weeks.
Interest

Boost

Before

May

1

After the close of the hearings Special
Master Addison S. Prall is expected to forward his findings to Federal Judge Caffey
within a few days. Judge Caffey, in ordering the hearings before a special master,
declared that a decision in regard to the
plan would be given before May 1, on which
date the 20th Century offer expires.

Rebate to 20th-Fox
Washington- — The

Bureau

of

Internal

Revenue has announced the award of $46,717 income tax credit to 20th Century-Pox
as a result of redetermination of the company’s taxable income
ended May 31, 1935.

75% Philly Exhibitors
Oppose Shorts Plan
Philadelphia

—

Seventy -five

per

cent of the exhibitors in the Philadelphia territory have gone on record
as being opposed to the weekly payment plan on shorts, according to an
announcement made here by George
P. Aarons, secretary and counsel for
the UMPTO of E. Pa., So. N. J.
and Del. This response followed an
appeal made last week by the organization to its members.

Sought

About 62 per cent of the bondholders of
the bankrupt theatre have assented to the
plan but at the request of some dissenting
bondholders application was made to Sidney R. Kent, president of 20th Century,
for an increase in the interest rate of the
new bonds to be issued in exchange, under
the plan, for the present bonds. Kent and
other officials of the company met with
the attorneys for the various parties represented at the hearings and stated that
the offer, as filed with the court, was the
best that the company would make and
emphasized that it was drawn up in detail
only after months of negotiations in which
efforts were made to be as generous to the
equity holders as good business would permit.
Decision

Will Contact Exhibitors
for Conciliation
Boards

for the fiscal year

LOEW

FESTIVAL

HONOR
New

York — Loew’s

MOSKOWITZ
annual

spring

festi-

and in

weeks as “C. C. Moskowitz Month.”
A heavy exploitacampaign will call attention to forthcoming “hit” attractions,
including “Romeo and
Juliet,” “Maytime,”
“Personal Property”
C. C. Moskowitz
and others. Appropriately inscribed plaques will be awarded
managers showing the best grosses for the
period.

York — Frederick

Hollander,

Para-

mount composer, has been awarded the
Ascap prize for the best song for the first
quarter of the year. The composition was
“Moonlight and Shadows,” for which Leo
Robin wrote the lyrics, introduced in Paramount’s “The Jungle Princess.”

EASTERN EDITION Is One of the Seven Sectional Editions in Which BOXOFFICE Is Published Weekly. The
Other Six Editions Are: NEW ENGLAND, MIDEAST, CENTRAL, MIDWEST, WESTERN, SOUTHERN.

—

Continuing

his

year-old

he will attempt to mobilize exhibitor opinion for conciliation boards and other reforms.
No “Divorce”

Support

“I
what
from
back
and

will talk with exhibitors to determine
they want in the way of concessions
distributors,” he said. “I will report
to the MPTOA executive committee
will ask for instructions on further

What that might be Kuykendall was unprocedure.”
willing to venture, adding, however, “t’nere
won’t be any support for ‘divorce’ measfrom exhibition or a ‘buying strike,’ ” indicating that similarly drastic moves
would be shunned by the MPTOA.
20 Per Cent

Cancellation

Wanted

Among the further concessions wanted
by exhibitors Kuykendall named as foremost a 20 per cent cancellation and rejection privilege. He said that with
M-G-M virtually conceding abolition of
the score charge, this was not the problem that it once constituted, considering
that similar promises have been made by
other companies.
The MPTOA head was scheduled as the
principal speaker at the semi-annual convention of the MPTO of Arkansas, Mississippi and Tennessee at Memphis, starting April 18. Returning to New York, he

Song Wins Prize
New

York

Kuykendall said he had “a plan” to present to exhibitor groups but refused to
divulge it until the round of sessions is
concluded.

TO

val got under way here Thursday,
honor of the executive vice-president of
the theatre circuit
will continue for four

New

campaign to obtain major concessions from
the distributing companies, Ed Kuykendall, president of the MPTOA, this week
began a swing around the country in which

was scheduled to confer later with exhibitor groups and individual operators in
Chicago, Minneapolis, Seattle, Portland,
San Francisco, Los Angeles, Salt Lake City,
Denver, Oklahoma City and Dallas. He
planned to complete his itinerary in about
two months.

ALFRED L. FINESTONE, Eastern Editor, 551 Fifth Ave.,
New York, N. Y., Phone Vanderbilt 3-7138. PRESCOTT
DENNETT, Bond Bldg., Washington, D. C., V. W. MORROW, 73 W. Eagle St., Buffalo, N. Y.

Warner Picks New York
for Annual Sales Meet

JUDGES NAMED
MAKE AMPA

TO
AWARDS

New York — Judges for the second annual Ampa advertising awards, exhibits of
which will be held April 26 to 30 in Loew’s
State building here, have been named as
follows:
Best advertisement

to the trade: William

F. Rodgers, M-G-M; G. C. Bacheller, Frank
Presbrey Co.; Edward Golden, Monogram;
New York — Warner is the first major
company definitely to choose the east for
its annual sales conference, Gradwell L.
Sears, general sales manager, having set
the date as May 10 to 13 inclusive at the
Waldorf-Astoria Hotel here. Sears will
preside over the business meetings to be
held

daily with the entire body of delegates representing the sales, theatre, production and advertising staffs of Warner
Bros, Pictures, Inc.: First National, Inc.;
Cosmopolitan Productions, Inc,; Vitagraph,
Inc.; Warner Bros. Theatres Inc., and their
affiliated concerns.
Participating in the conference meetings will be H. M. Warner, president: Jack
L. Warner, vice-president in charge of
production; Major Albert Warner, vicepresident: Sam E, Morris, vice-president in
charge of foreign distribution; Edward
Hatrick, vice-president of Cosmopolitan
Productions; Hal B. Wallis, associate production executive: Joseph Bernhard, general manager of Warner Theatres; S.
Charles Einfeld, advertising and publicity
director; Carl Leserman, assistant general
sales manager; Norman H. Moray, in
charge of Vitaphone shorts and trailers:
Sam Sax, head of the Vitaphone studio in
Brooklyn: Roy Haines, eastern and Canadian sales manager, and Herbert J, Ochs,
southern and western sales manager.
Four

Select

Los

Angeles

To date four companies have definitely
selected Los Angeles as the scene for national sales conferences, two others have
tentatively picked the west and another
will hold one of two regional meetings in
the cinema capital. Edward J. Peskay,
general sales manager of Grand National,
having set May 16, 17, 18 and 19 at the
Ambassador, Los Angeles, for the first annual convention of that organization, left
New York early this week with Edward
Finney, advertising and publicity director,
to make several stopovers at GN exchanges
before arriving on the west coast before
the convention train, leaving here May 12,
arrives. Edward L. Alperson, president,
will preside at the convention with approximately 70 delegates expected to attend. Others from the home office will
be Sidney M. Biddell, executive aide to Edward L. Alperson; Ann Rosenthal, head of
the home office legal department: Sol Edwards, eastern division manager, James
Winn, westei-n division manager; Saul
Krugman, their assistant; Jack L. Barnstyn, head of foreign sales, and his assistant Edward Ugast,
Monogram Pictures has set the first
meeting of its franchise holders in Chicago on May 7 and 8, according
Johnston, president.

AIR CONDITION

BALTO

to W. Ray

EUREKA

Baltimore, Md. — The Eureka, 404 South
Fremont Ave., has installed air-conditioning.

New York — Several weeks viay he
required to complete the stipulations

George W. Weeks, GB; A. W. Smith, United Artists: J. R- Grainger, Universal; Edward J. Peskay, Grand National; Gradwell
Sears, Warner; Neil F. Agnew, Paramount;
Abe Montague, Columbia; J. J. Milstein,
Republic: Jules Levy, RKO.
The awards will be presented on May 1

of fact in the anti-trust suit brought
by the Department of Justice against

at the Ampa’s annual
Hotel New Yorker.

major distributors and the Hoblitzelle circuit at Dallas. Attorneys for
the defendants are meeting at the
Hays office on this matter. George

Judges for the best poster, best press
book and the best advertisement to the
public have already been announced.

Wright,

SEVERAL NEWSREEL
OFFICIALS UPPED

Federal Anti-Trust Suit
Faces Delay

confer

Dallas counsel for the defendants, was here late last tveek to
with home office counsel. The

suit is aimed at dual billing restrictions and admission price fixing at
subsequent runs.

Want Reservations
in Copyright Pact
Washington, D. C. — Leading representatives of motion pictures, radio, and the

dinner

dance

in the

New

York — Promotions in executive personnel of two newsreels were announced
this week. Edmund Reek, former news
editor, has been made general manager of
Movietonews, Inc., and Allyn Butterfield
succeeds Harold E. Wondsel as editor of
Pathe News.
The post taken over by Reek has been
vacant since Truman Talley was made
president of Movietonews about six months
ago. Talley named Jack Haney, former
assignment editor, to succeed Reek.
Wondsel left Pathe to become president

music publishing field appeared Monday before the sub-committee, headed by Senator
F. Ryan Duffy of Wisconsin, of the foreign
relations committee to present testimony
regarding the entrance of the United States

of Sound Masters 16 mm. Film Co., recently organized. Butterfield was formerly
assistant editor. He has been replaced by
Bert Kalisch.

into the International
tion.

MONOGRAM BRANCH
FOR PHILLY MAY

Copyright

Conven-

With Ed Kuykendall, president of the
MPTOA, present but not taking an active
part, Edward P. Kilroe, speaking in behalf
of the MPPDA, told the committee that
there should be drawn up a document
which would state definitely that the rights
of this country would be respected by other
member countries.
“England at the present time is urging
our immediate entrance into the convention,” Kilroe stated, “but there are necessary reservations to be made before we
take such an important step.”
Revision Trend Worldwide
Kilroe pointed out that due to modern
devices there has been a tendency to revise
copyright laws in all countries, as well as
a movement to give authors more rights
than they have had before. The motion
picture representative explained that there
had been a tendency to make scenario writers the authors of films thereby making
it possible for such authors if they so desired to share in the royalties of the films.
Such a situation, he said, would of course
work a hardship upon the industry.
Other countries now members of the
convention, Kilroe said, had all signed
with reservation, and in order to join one
must be familiar with the technical program of the convention and with the reservations.

1

Philadelphia — Monogram will open a
Philadelphia branch exchange about May
1, following an inspection tour of the
available locations on Vine street, which
was made last week by Edward Golden,
Monogram salesmanager, and Herschell
Stuart, treasurer. A manager has been
selected.
The pair left for Washington to select
a location for an exchange there.

Two Paramounteers West
New York — R. M. Gillham, director of
publicity and advertising for Paramount,
left here April 16 for conferences on 193738 product which get under way next week
at the Hollywood studios. Neil Agnew,
vice-president
leaves Tuesday

CRITERION

in charge of distribution,
for the same purpose.

RESUMES

REGULAR

SHOWINGS

New York — “You’re in the Army Now,”
GB film directed by Raoul Walsh, opened
at popular prices at the Criterion Theatre
here Thursday morning, the theatre reverting to continuous showings following three
weeks

of a twice-daily

16
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it be Ypsilanti or Tibet — a
^^HETHER
spade’s a spade — but in the state of
Washington the term “apple-knocker” is
regarded as an idiomatic variant of the
equally idiomatic “hick” and “rube.” All
of which has given rise to a protest from
the Wenatchee (Wash.) chamber of commerce to the Hays office and a request that
“apple-knocker” be eliminated from the
motion picture vocabulary. A “no offense
intended” communication has gone out and
the concluding incident will probably be a
retaliatory gesture in the form of a barrel
of apple sauce.
Before long some very deserving publicists
will be given awards for the best exhibits
of motion picture advertising and publicity,
the second such contest sponsored by
Ampa. An explanatory brochure is already
in the mails. It was conceived by Vincent
Trotta, general chairman of the awards
committee. It should be respectfully considered by the judges as a praiseworthy
contribution in the field of reader appeal.
In the very best Broadway

tradition

the

eighth

annual ball of the Press Photographers Assn, was presented to an audience
of about 2,000 at the Hotel Commodore

Friday night. From start to finish the affair was conducted with considerable finesse, reflecting the sure-footedness that
accompanies these Knights of the Lens —
whatever they tackle. Among those enjoying the cream of the talent crop and the
music of three orchestras were Hortense
Schorr, Charlie Curran, Irving Windisch,
Rutgers Neilson, “Hap” Hadley (and 12
other Hadleys), Will Gordon, Gilbert
Golden, Jimy Sileo and Joe Heppner.
Knots

and such: M. B. Shanberg,

City film man, well
amites, was married
in Miama Beach . .
Balsly, manager of
20th Century-Fox,

Kansas

known among Gothto Mrs. Pauline Marks
. The daughter of Lee
sales advertising for

was

married

to Edward

P. Orsenigo, the company’s Indianapolis
ad sales representative . . . Rudolph Bruce,
Boston trade paper correspondent, came
into a $12,000 fortune through winning a
newspaper cartoon contest, paving the way
for a dive into the matrimonial sea. (He’s
sea-bound on a honeymoon) . . . Mrs. Beta
Bijur, daughter of the late Samuel (Roxy)
Rothafel, has been granted a divorce from
George Bijur, advertising executive.
Attention theatre men! Troubled with
fretting children in your audience? Get
the new “cry room.” Guaranteed to end
your problem. It’s a glass-enclosed contraption with loud-speaker attachment so
that youngsters may hear as well as see
the pictures. They can bawl their heads
off without disturbing the other patrons (if
any) in your house. Also recommended for
grown ups, who like a good cry with their
celluloid. There’s
111., theatre.

one in a new

Monticello,

A. H. Schwartz, head of Century circuit,
his son Fred, and their wives are Key West
bound for sun, swimming and fish . . . Al
Adams, director of publicity for Republic,
heads for the coast Monday . . . Maurice
Conn, independent producer, is in town
from Hollywood anent new season product
(Continued
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Augmented Program for
Season, Announces GN
Reserve Decision on
Sam Katz Suit
New York — The U. S. circuit court
of appeals this week reserved decision on the appeal taken by Irving
Trust Co., Paramount trustees, from
the order of Federal Judge Coxe
awarding Sam Katz $265,000 for
breach of contract. Katz alleged he
was employed as vice-president of
the company on a two-year contract
as of Jan. 1, 1932. His claim is for
salary allegedly due him after the
pact was terminated on Oct. 26, 1932.
Judge

Coxe's ruling reversed the decision of Special Master Joyce who
found that Katz was not entitled to
any salary.

Tobis Will Submit
Films for Approval
New York — In order to avoid recurrence
of picketing activities aimed at importers
of film with an alleged Nazi background,
American Tobis Corp., subsidiary of German Tobis this week announced a policy
of submitting “voluntarily” all picture for
approval of the Joint Boycott Council of
the American Jewish Congress before
release.
American Tobis
formed Broadcast

has sold to the newly
Pictures the Viennese

musical “Thank You, Madame,” starring
Jan Kiepura, continental concert star, and
Lull Desti, now under contract to Columbia.
Tobis will handle physical distribution and
exploitation and has set the film’s premiere
for April 26 at the newly renovated Esquire,
8th Ave. and 44th St. Opening night will
be a reserved seat affair at $2.20, following which a popular price scale will prevail.
Made in Vienna, and directed by Carmine Gallone, the picture was formerly
known as “Im Sonnenschein.” For musical
background there is the Vienna Philharmonic orchestra and choir and a long
sequence of Pucini’s opera, “Turondot,”
which was played in America several years
ago by the Metropolitan Opera Co.

“STAR

IS BORN"

SHOWS

APRIL 22

New York — ^“A Star Is Born,” David O.
Selznick technicolor production co-starring Janet Gaynor and Fredric March, will
open at Radio City Music Hall April 22.

New

York — Grand

National

Films

will

release

65 features in 1937-38, the company’s home office announced this week.
Sixteen of these will be westerns, in two
series of eight each.
This represents an increase in the western list. Edward Finney will produce one
series to star Tex Ritter. The other, featuring Ken Maynard, will be produced by
Condor.
GN

Marks

Anniversary

Grand

National is observing its first anniversary as a producing-distributing company. Still in its embryo stage when E. L.

Alperson, president, signed the incorporation papers on April 18, 1936, the company has grown to embrace the activities
of 11 producers confined under one roo-:
of its own Hollywood studio, a nationwide
system

of distribution through
changes and sales representation
eign countries.

30 exin for-

Among Grand National’s producers are
Douglas MacLean, Richard Rowland, B. F.
Zeidman, Victor Schertzinger, Zion Myers,
George A. Hirliman, Raymond Friedgen,
Andrew L. Stone and Max Alexander.
“Scooped” Cagney
The company scored a “scoop” when it
signed James Cagney for two pictures, the
first of which was “Great Guy” and the
second the forthcoming “Dynamite.” Another well known personality in the GN
ranks is Anna Sten, scheduled to appear
in “Gorgeous.” Stuart Erwin
tract for two pictures.

is under

con-

FITZPATRICK WILL
MAKE 3 FOR METRO
New

York — On

the eve of his departure

Wednesday for England aboard the Normandie, James A. FitzPatrick announced
he would make three features
release in Great Britain.

for M-G-M

Between pictures he will take a Technicolor unit to Sweden, Estonia, Vienna and
other places for a series of TravelTalks
for M-G-M release next season. A group
of technicians leaves New York May 29 to
meet FitzPatrick in Sweden.

Skouras Talks Slated
New York — With the return from Florida of George P. Skouras, the executive
personnel of the metropolitan Skouras circuit is scheduled for a series of talks over
the outcome of a single bill experiment
with a view to extending the policy to
other houses. It is understood favorable
reaction resulted from a test of singles at
the Manhasset, Manhasset, L. I., a highly
developed suburban situation.
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CONCEDE COLLECTIVE BARGAINING
Unionization Activity and
Conciliation Mark
Gotham
New

York — On

court’s decision upholding the Wagner act
on Monday, labor developments sizzled in
the New York area as labor felt itself fortified and employers conceded that unionization and collective bargaining with employes is “inevitable.”
Developments here this week were:
1. Mayor La Guardia will meet interested parties to seek reinstatement of eight
discharged members of the Empire State
Motion Picture Operators Union.

2. Consolidated Film Industries will recognize new union formed among strikers at
its Fort Lee, N. J., plant if it proves majority representation.
3. Joseph Kelban, business agent of Local 306, was convicted of endangering the
safety of persons in a public place. Sentence will be imposed April 24.
4. Argument will be heard April 22 in
the suit of Harris circuit to enjoin signatories to a master operators’ union agreement from enforcing the pact in Harris
theatres.
5. De Luxe Film Laboratories signs oneyear closed shop agreement with the
lATSE, providing for 10 per cent wage increase over the basic scale.
6. Argument will be heard April 29 on
disorderly conduct charges brought against
four Empire union men for picketing Globe
Theatre.
7. Empire union withholds decision to
apply for CIO charter.
8. Unionization move among unskilled
employes at Rialto, Newark, fails.
9. CIO attempt to demand collective bargaining agreement among workers of electrical industry may reach film sound equipment manufacturers.
10. Conferences continue in demand of
Theatrical Protective Union of stage employes for restoration of 12*2 per cent wage
cut from theatre circuits.
11. lATSE reported gaining foothold to
organize exchange employes.
With the Mayor’s board of survey failing
to get recognition of its demand that eight
discharged members of the Empire State
union be reinstated in four Harry Brandt
theatres in Brooklyn, the Mayor will meet
next week with those involved. Settlement
of the differences was reported “probable.”
Workers

Split

Dissension among strikers at the Consolidated plant has resulted in a group
breaking away from the United Theatrical
and Motion Picture Workers Union, claiming CIO affiliation, and forming the M. P.
Workers’ Union of Bergen County. If the
new union shows a majority Consolidated
has indicated it will be recognized.
Joseph Kelban, business agent for Local
(Continued on page 20'
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Labor

Legislation

Trade

the heels of the supreme

Consolidated

Predicts New

Washington — Following

a meeting

here Thursday of the house labor
committee, Congressman Connery of
Massachusetts, chairman, declared
flatly that Congress would write new
labor legislation at the present session as the result of the supreme
court’s favorable decisions on the
'Wagner labor act. Connery said he
still believed the best approach to
the unemployment problem was a 30hour week for all industry. Whatever legislation is adopted toward
shortening working hours, he said,
would be uniform but flexible enough
to permit exceptions “where

neces-

Named Erpi Head
Drake

was

elected

president of Erpi Tuesday at a board of
directors meeting, succeeding Edgar S.
Bloom, president of
the parent company.
Western Electric.
Daniel C. Collins
was

named to succeed Drake as vicepresident. He will
also be in charge of
public relations and
licensing.

Boxoffice

Recognized

sound

United

at the Western
was

informed

Electric offices

that not only has

investigation failed to disclose any sentiment among employes for such a union but
any demand by the CIO group for negotiations would be challenged until it could
prove majority representation.
A labor dispute at the plants of Radio
Corp. of America, affecting RCA Photophone, in northern New Jersey last year
was settled when the United union was ac-

Erpi Feels

Collins has been with Erpi since 1931
as comptroller. Before that he was connected with General Electric as general
commercial accountant since 1931.

Beal to Address
R.

SMPE
Beal,

Excepted

Drake, executive president of

Erpi, said of
thatactivity
in viewto ofinstallment
his company’s
limitation
and
service phases of sound and electrical systems, it did not anticipate attempts to organize its employes into the CIO electrical
workers’ union.

S. 6rC. Denial
New

York — Charges

of

alleged

unli-

censed exhibition of pictures in Springer
& Cocalis houses brought by Paramount
Productions, Inc., Republic Pictures Corp.,
Mascot Pictures Corp., Metro-GoldwynMayer Corp., and M-G-M Distributing
Corp. were denied in federal court here
when Cora A. Springer, executrix of the
estate, filed her answer to the suits. All
knowledge of the complaints were denied.
The answer asked dismissal of the action,
which seeks $250 damages, under the copyright law, for each alleged violation.

research

supervisor of Radio Corp. of America, will
talk on “RCA
at the Society
convention at
tel here May

RCA

However,

Whitford

E. Whitford Drake
succeed Edward
Shumaker,
whose term has expired, and
E. S. Gregg to succeed Collins as Erpi
comptroller. Paul L. Palmerton, export
manager, was named general foreign manager.
Drake first became associated with
Western Electric in 1924 as assistant superintendent of the Kearny, N. J., plant.
In 1926 he became European commercial
manager. He joined Erpi at its formation
in 1927 as a director and vice-president.
In 1936 he was made executive vice-president.

— Ralph

of theatre

cepted as one of the employes’ bargaining
agencies. Though the agreements provided
for monthly meetings to conciliate labor
differences, RCA officials declared that no
new demands have been made.

Others named were
T. Brooke Price, as
a director of Erpi to

Hollywood

York — Executives

completed weeks of guarded “missionary” work in plants of the A. T. & T.
and subsidiaries. Eight locals would be
chartered within the next two weeks, announced James B. Carey, union president.

Whitford Drake
York — Whitford

New

equipment companies in the east this week
pleaded ignorance of reported attempts of
the Committee for Industrial Organization
to demand collective bargaining agreements in electrical manufacturing plants.
The CIO was said to have begun a campaign to organize the 270,000 employes of
the American Telephone and Telegraph
Co., which would include Western Electric
and Bell Laboratories plants and also, presumably, Electrical Research Products.
The United Electrical and Radio Workers
of America, CIO affiliate, was reported to
have

sary.’’

New

Sound Equip. Firms
See No Organizing

Developments in Television”
of Motion Picture Engineers’
the Hollywood-Roosevelt Ho24 to 28.

PEERLESS HANDLES "SAM SMALL"
Philadelphia — Peerless Distributing Co.
has closed with Astor Pictures to handle
the “Sam Small” color cartoons in this
territory.
BOXOFFICE
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PlHimLADIIElLPHHA
nicked by one of the little fellow’s arrows
. . . Prances Axler is flashing a big ring on
the proper finger — placed there by Iz Borowsky, the Rex Theatre impresario . . .

New

York — With one theatre recently opened in Washington and two
projected for downtown Manhattan,
Translux Movies Corp. has formed a

See RKO Expansion
in Theatre Buy

Dorothy Stein will say “I do” any day now
to Max Mosicant, well-known Philadelphia
musician.

syndicate

New York — With the first independent
theatre acquisition in some time, RKO is
in the throes of an expansion program that

Translux Is Building
National Circuit

QUPID must have worked overtime in the
offices of Grand National, for two of
the most efficient ladies there have been

It was

hound

to happen.

Boh

after the lamasery

in that

William Rovner, operator of the Berlin
Theatre, Berlin, N. J., will open a night
club on the White Horse Pike, half way
between Philly and Atlantic City, this
summer.
Earle W. Sweigert, Paramount’s boss,
and Warner’s Leonard Schlesinger left here
Thursday for Omaha to attend the national Variety Club convention.

Herman Greenberg of Columbia Pictures
has bought a flock of reducing machines
to get back his once svelte schoolboy figure.
He

couldn’t take the kidding . . .
dentally his brother, Dave, Variety
steward non-pareil, is expecting the
to light on the chimney of his West
home in the near future . . . Happy
ings, Dave.
The

selected

cir-

locations.”

Sidman,

Columbia’s demon press agent had been
plugging “Lost Horizon’’ for so long that
when he bought that swell new chateau
out at Bywood he promptly named it
“Shang-Ri-La”
film.

to build a nationwide

cuit in “carefully

InciClub’s
stork
Philly
land-

Variety Club rounders gave a farewell party to Jackie Green, the me at

Benny -the-Bum’s drinkerie on Wednesday
night. Among the guests were Ted Lewis.
Anne Corio and Little Jackie Heller, all
appearing at local theatres.

The testimonial dinner for Ed Moss of
Pox is reported to be a complete sell-out
with film men from all over the area all
set to pay tribute to Ed at the Warwick
April 19.

It’s been reported that Jack H. Greenberg ivill open a new house in Avalon,
N. J., this summer. Jack operates the ParkStone Theatre in nearby Stone Harbor.

RICHARD JONES 3rd
NAMED TO KAO BOARD
New York — Richard Jones 3d, of the
Radio Corporation of America, was elected to the board of directors of Keith-Albee-Orpheum Corp. on Wednesday to fill
the vacancy caused by the resignation of
M. H. Aylesworth. All other directors were
re-elected.
The

election of Jones maintains the balance on the board which was established

last year when the membership was reduced from 13 to 7 and RKO interests allotted three places, the M. J. Meehan interests three places, and a neutral to be
agreed upon to fill the other place. Donald
K. David is the neutral re-elected; Leo
Spitz and Lunsford P. Yandell, the RKO
representatives, and Malcolm Kingsberg,
P. J. Maloney and Monroe Goldwater the
Meehan representatives.

BIGWIGS ATTEND
NEW REED OPENING
Washington — Across the Potomac where
Alexandria thrives six miles distant from
the capital virtually all of the bigwigs
gathered last Monday night to help launch
the opening of the new and modern Reed
Theatre.
Constructed

of

brick

and

ornamental

stone by Baltimore’s noted John J. Zink
and seating 1,400, the nev/ house is a most
ornamental one. Six murals depicting various episodes in Virginia history contribute
to the interior beauty. A parking lot adjacent to the theatre has space for 1,000 cars.
It is an Alexandria Amusement Co. house.

William Goldman is said to be looking
over several spots in Coates ville.

Sam Blatt has returned
at Quality Premiums.

would indicate extension of its metropolitan circuit on a par with the Loew chain.
The Parkway, Mt. Vernon 600-seat house
owned by M. Squires, has been acquired
by the circuit. RKO
will not take over
active operation until the new season’s
product comes through.
While no RKO official would comment,
it has been learned that deals are progressing for two parcels, one in East Bronx, the
other in the Bronx, on which 1,800-seat de
luxe theatres would be erected.
Operate

With

Reade

The circuit this week announced it has
entered into a partnership with Walter
Reade for the construction of a theatre in
Trenton, N. J., the eighth the combine
controls in that city. Also within two weeks
ground will be broken for a 3,500-seat
RKO house on the site of the Grand Opera
House, 8th Ave. and 23 St., Manhattan.
RKO
recently acquired an interest in
the Leferts and Republic, Brooklyn houses
operated

by Randforce.

REVAMP

PLAN

FABIAN
New

York — Fabian

GIVES

B'KLYN FOX
Brooklyn

Theatres,

Inc., has acquired under lease the Brooklyn Fox Theatre, according to a plan of
reorganization of the office building in
which the theatre is located. The plan was
tentatively approved by Federal Judge
Bondy this week.
The

plan

of theatre

lease calls for the

payment of a minimum of $150,000 annually as against 15 per cent of the annual
gross up to $1,000,000. If the annual gross
amounts to more than $1,000,000 and less
than $1,500,000, Fabian will pay 11 Vz per
cent of the amount, and if over $1,500,000,
the lease requires a 20 per cent payment.
The lease is for 20 years.
Right

to Alter

Plan

Judge Bondy, in approving the plan of
reorganization of the building, reserved the

to his old job

right to alter certain phases of the reorganization plan, but it is not thought that
any part of the theatre lease will receive
such attention from him.

The Alexander Film Co. will entertain
local film men on its yacht expected to
cruise in these waters in a couple of weeks.

The new approved lease will not make
any difference in the management of the
theatre as Fabian Enterprises, Inc., has
had a lease on the theatre since July, 1934.

Vine Streeters were tickled to death to
hear that Milt Rogazner is out of danger.

The UMPTO
is flashing a brand new
blue banner outside of its Vine St. office.

Oscar Neufeld’s
all healed.

two

mangled

digits are
Ned

AMPA

NOMINATES

ROLAN

New York — Ralph Rolan heads the official slate of officers nominated by the
AMPA. Election has been set for April 29.
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Kornblite, third from left, operating the Meco Theatres Corp. with
headquarters m Binghamton, N. Y., is
shown as he visited the RKO studios
in Hollywood with friends recently.
Leon Errol, RKO shorts star, is second
from the right.

Big RKO

Profit

New York — A profit of $2,485,911 after
deducting all charges was shown by RKO
and 19 subsidiaries for 1936, as compared
with the company’s 1935 profit of $684,733
after charge deductions. The company
paid the government a surtax of $66,575
on undistributed profits last year.
19

Para. Refinancing
Saves on Interest
New York — Nearly $350,000 in annual
interest charges has been saved Paramount Pictures, Inc., through the first
major refinancing of the company. This
was disclosed through a report filed with
the Securities and Exchanges Commission
covering the operation of the exchange of
the outstanding 6 per cent debentures o
the company for a new 31/4 per cent convertible debenture which occurred during
the early part of March. By the end of
March, according to the report, the lower
interest debentures had been substituted
for $12,502,800 of the six per centers.
This
of the

exchange

leaves

six per cent
standing, of which

about

$12,500,000

debentures still out$2,308,926 is in the

treasury of the company. There is a balance of about $2,500,000 of the 3 >4 per
cent debentures authorized for the exchange of the same amount of the outstanding debentures, and the company has
instructed the Manufacturers Trust Co. to
accept deposits of the 6s for exchange
til further notice.

BACKERS

ROAD"

New York — “The Eteimal Road,” Max
Reinhardt’s religious spectacle which took
two years to produce, will close on May 15
at the Manhattan Opera House here after
a

run

of 151 performances and an estimated loss of $480,000. However its backers, among whom are Stanton Griffis, of
the board of Paramount Pictures, and
Louis Phillips, of the firm of Phillips and
Nizer. motion picture attorneys, are hopeful of recouping a portion of their investment by a road tour scheduled to start in
Hollywood in June.
Philadelphia.

Cleveland,

Chicago.

Springer Estate Wins
in Appellate
New York — The appellate division
of the N. Y. supreme court, reversing
a lower court decision, has granted
the application of the estate of Jack
W. Springer that the election of
Monroe E. Stein as president of Esco
Operating Corp. he set aside, that a
new

election of a director and a president of Esco he held, and that the
corporate management he restored to
the equal control of the two equal
interests.

The Esco group of five houses in
the Bronx is operated hy the Springer
estate, which the late Jack Springer
and Sam Cocalis controlled. The
present action is a result of Cocalis'
attempt to replace the former directors of Esco with his own men, involving the election of Stem, which
the plaintiffs held was in violation
of an agreement made with them.

St.

Louis and Los Angeles have “guaranteed
runs of from three to eight weeks,” said
Meyer W. Weisgal, producer of the show,
in predicting a tour of at least forty weeks.
The film rights, when and if sold, will also
return part of the money invested.
"White Horse Inn,” spectacular musical
backed by Warner Bros., finally closed on
April 10 after chalking up a run of 223
performances.

Player

Albany — A large group of admirers, including a number of childhood friends,
were among those who paid respects to
Barbara Pepper, RKO player, who stopped
off here this week for a short visit en route
to Hollywood from a vacation in New York,
Pepper, who has earned the designation of “the Bret Harte girl” as a result
of her work in two films from the pen of
that author, who, incidentally, was born in
this city, was presented to Mayor John B.
Thatcher, and later visited a Bret Harte
shrine. The young actress lived here for
six years.

concluded with “Easy Living” opening on
April 16. Following the current “Swing
High, Swing Low,” the following have been
dated in:
“Internes
“Turn

Off

Can’t
the

Take

Moon,”

Money,”
May

May

7;

14; “I Met

Him in Paris,” May 28; “Mountain Music,”
June 18; “Things Begin to Happen,” July
2, and

finally “Easy

Living.”

Concede Bargaining
(Continued

from

page

18)

306, was convicted in the Brooklyn special
sessions court for violating the Penal Law

was

has been made of the
J^NNOUNCEMENT
forthcoming summer convention of the
MPTO of Virginia, which will be held on
June 14, at the Cavalier Hotel at Virginia
Beach.
George Dorsey and Jimmy Corrigan
hopped down to Richmond last tveek to
shoot the Virginia finals of the Golden
Gloves houts for Rathe News. Al Nowitsky
of the Colonial and 'Walter Coulter and
Stewart Tucker of the Byrd, were on hand.
Al to award one of the cups . . . Bob Folliard was in Richmond over night with the
latest reelful of qumtuplets . . . Kenton
Franklin came down ahead of his United
Artists pictures
ginia iveather.

and

is enjoying

the

Vir-

Mark

Silver, recently installed in the exploitation department for UA. dashed
through town last week with Charles Stern,
district manager . . . Carrington Wadell,
manager of the Princess in South Boston,
spent a day in town . . . Carol Winchester
of the Wilson in Arlington, arrived in Richmond last Thursday to spend a week in his
home-office theatres.
Neighborhood Theatres will take over
the Ashton in Arlington, around May 1 . . .
National Theatre had a bit of excitement last week when a projection room
blaze destroyed the last two reels of the
feature being shown in conjunction with a
stage show. The fire occurred during the
last sho7v. and a new print was rushed
down from Washington in time for the
7iext day's performance.

Miss

20

Paramount features
play the Paramount
next three months,
current season being

with the commission of an act endangering the lives of other persons. He
accused of pulling a switch in the Folly

Theatre December 12 when the management allegedly refused to pay what he
claimed was back wages owing to Local

The

Albany Welcomes

New York — Seven
have been booked to
Theatre during the
the schedule for the

dealing

un-

PLAN TOUR

FOR "ETERNAL

N. Y. PARAMOUNT
BOOKS 7 FEATURES

Jam Handy Transfer
Detroit — Stephen Czufin has been transferred from the group selling staff of the
Jam Handy Picture Service, Inc., to the
eastern contact staff, with headquarters in
New York City.

306 operators.
Harris

Exclusion

Plea

Up

Argument will be heard April 22 in N. Y.
supreme court in the action brought by
Harris

Theatrical Enterprises to be excluded from the master contract recently
executed between Local 306 and the ITOA.
Harris contends that as a former employer
of Allied Union operators he should not
be bound by the new contract because he
served notice on the ITOA that it had no
power to execute an agreement for him by
which Allied was absorbed by Local 306.
He claims the new agreement costs him
$27,000 a year more than his old one with
Allied.
Ben

Golden,

conciliator

for Mayor

La

Guardia in the operators’ union field, and
Harry Brandt, ITOA president, will be on
hand

in magistrate’s court April 29 to testify in connection with the hearings on
disorderly conduct charges brought against
four Empire union men for picketing the
Globe Theatre. Coumsel for Empire will
seek to prove that they have a right to
picket inasmuch as they lost their jobs in
ITOA houses through an apparent error in
formulating the written agreement.
Though the membership of Empire voted
to apply for a CIO charter, Abraham
Kindler, president, this week said no action
will be taken until it has been determined
that the affiliation will definitely prove
beneficial.
Musicians’ Union Acts
Doormen, ushers, cleaners and
who

struck
ark, N. J.,
has failed
the CIO or

janitors

in Harry Brandt’s Rialto, Newhave been replaced. The group
to get recognition from either
AFL.

As part of its drive to put “live” music
back in RKO and Loew theatres here. Local 802, American Federation of Musicians,
this week refused permission to union
members to perform as volunteers in the
finals of a local newspaper’s film contest,
held at the RKO Albee in Brooklyn.
BOXOFFICE

;; April 17, 1937.

BROADWAY
(Continued

from page 17)

distribution . . . Walt and Roy Disney are
among the coast arrivals . . . Mort Spring,
assistant to Arthur Loew, foreigri head for
Loeiv’s, his wife and daughter, sailed on
the Normaridie Wednesday on a fourmonth inspection tour of the company’s
European offices, sans Spain and Russia.
Following Bill Peirce’s departure for the
coast as western publicity head for Monogram, his former duties at Grand National
have been divided between Helen Harrison,
as publicity manager, and Harry Blair, in
charge of exploitation. William C. Murphy, former trade paper man, has been
added to the GN publicity staff . . . Gilbert
Gabriel, dramatic critic of the New York
American, has joined Paramount’s script
department on the coast, the immediate
business being a story for “Victor Herbert”
. . . Sidney Pox, otherwise Mrs. Charles
Beahan, scenario head of Universal, has
replaced Margo in the leading role of “The
Masque of Kings.” Margo left the cast in
favor of Hollywood and the starring role
in Samuel

Goldwyn’s

Not Johnny

ASCAP

“The Hurricane.”

Weissmuller, and all reports

to the contrary, not Lou Gehrig (P. A.’s
ears must be burning) — but Glenn Morris
it is who has been chosen by Sol Lesser for
the role of Tarzan in the forthcoming
Edgar Rice Burroughs series. The decathlon champion of the world has a sevenyear contract to prove it.
One of those gala shindigs that only
publicity men know how to enjoy is
scheduled to take place April 19 at Tony’s.
It’s for Ray Bell, Loew press representative in Washington, winner of the Selznick “Garden of Allah” exploitation contest. After the party Ray sails for Italy,
a part of the prize. Monroe Greenthal has
asked and will probably get the following
to take part in the send-off: George
Schaefer, Harry Gold, Charles Leonard,
Meyer Beck, Oscar Doob, C. C. Moskowitz,
Ernest Emmerling, Art Smith, Andy Smith,
Morris Helprin, Sam Cohen and a mess of
trade paper muggs.
Ken O’Brien of the UA publicity staff
won’t be on hand. He’s decided to get
married instead. He left Saturday to take
unto himself one Katherine Keller of Del
Mar, Cal., where the ceremony will take
place April 24. The couple leave for New
York on the Virginia for a sea honeymoon,
arriving here May 10. Bert Champion will

New

York — Improvement

ness generally, including

Kostelanetz

year’s collections may
Prepare

Almost a carload of filmites were aboard
the Normandie when she steamed out of
the harbor Wednesday for points east.
The newly wed Mr. and Mrs. M. B. Shanberg led the parade, with a two-month continental sojourn in the offing. Herbert M.
Woolf and Barney Allis of Kansas City
were on hand to see them off. For com( Continued on next page)
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busi-

reach a new high.

to Fight

Legislation

as chairman of the Music Publishers’ Protective Ass’n, has been confirmed as general manager of Ascap, beginning May 1,
to permit E. C. Mills, whom Paine succeeds,
to devote his time to legislative and other
matters.
Montana

Ouster

Hearing

Mills, who becomes chairman of Ascap’s
administrative committee, is laying the
groundwork for a test of Montana’s new
law which would oust Ascap from the state.
A hearing on the measure is scheduled
April 23 in federal court at Helena, Mont.,
at which time Ascap’s attorneys will seek
to impeach the law’s constitutionality. The
decision may serve as a precedent for rulings on similar legislation in other states.

MUSIC WEEK TIEUP
ASKED OF INDUSTRY
New

York — The

film industry

has

been

asked to cooperate in the observance of
Music Week, May 2 to 8, and the major
motion picture companies have agreed,
with the stipulation that arrangements for
the tieup in each situation be left to the
exhibitor and the local committee.
The chief advantage to the exhibitor will
be the additional publicity that the local
committee can give him and turning the
possible competition of local music programs into assets by staging them in his
theatre, according to “music week”
quarters.

head-

Durkee Building
Baltimore,

Md. — Work

is under

way

C. Walker

has

New

FOR

York — “Thunder

have

been

filed for

Reade

Will

Operate

With

RKO

The Reade project is at South Broad St.
and Maddock Ave., and will be operated
in conjunction with RKO, comprising the
eighth unit the partnership controls in
Trenton. Estimated cost of the house,
which is expected to be ready in September, is $150,000. Reade also said a permit
has finally been obtained for the theatre
he recently announced for Morristown,
N. J., the fifth unit in his American Communities Theatres development. A de luxe
affair, the theatre will have 1,500 seats
and cost an estimated $300,000. Opening
has been set for September.
The house Kuehne will put up in Flush
ing will have 850 seats and is located at
189th St. and Northern Blvd. It is understood Gulkis & Rosenzweig. metropolitan
operators, are negotiating for a lease.
Other

Theatre

Notes

Arthur J. Siegel has bought an interest
in the Rex, East Rutherford, N. J.
Fred Faulkner has been elected vicepresident of the Harry A. Stock Amusement Corp., which operates the Strand,
Seaside Park, N. J., and will henceforth
represent Harry Stock at the film exchanges.
Consolidated Amusement Enterprises, of
which Laurence Bolognino is head, opens
the Esquire, its 27th metropolitan unit,
April 26. The house, which is located at
44th St. and Eighth Ave., contains 525 seats
and will be devoted to a first-run foreign
film policy. Extensive alterations, including air-conditioning, new sound equipment
and indirect lighting, have been made. The

Komheiser to Coast
New

York — Sidney

Komheiser

has been

appointed manager of Famous Music Corp.,
a Paramount subsidiary, succeeding Abe
Frankl, who has been transferred to the
Hollywood studio as assistant to Eugene
Zukor to act in an advisory capacity on
music.

been

appointed chairman of the motion picture
industries division of the Special Gifts
committee for the 1937 drive by the New
York Catholic Charities. The appeal will
be held during the week of April 18.

PRE-RELEASE

York — Plans

two theatres, with construction to start at
once, in nearby situations. Walter Reade
will build in Hamilton Township. Trenton,
N. J., and Gerald Kuehne has taken a
plot in Flushing, L. I.

on

Walker on Drive
York — Frank

Metropolitan Area
New

opening attraction is “Thank You, Madame,” starring Jan Kiepura and Luli Desti.

a new motion picture theatre at Hartford
avenue and Northern Parkway, being constructed by the F. H. Durkee Enterprises,
which already operates 21 houses. The
new theatre is scheduled to be ready for
opening this fall.

New

Two Planned in

picture

Ascap is preparing for a fight to defeat
various legislative drives and measures that
have been passed in some states aimed at
the Society. John G. Paine, who resigned

has long envied the

LP 13 license plates on fiancee Lily Pons’
auto. Much pulling of political strings has
brought the desired results on the bandmaster’s four-wheeler. Front and rear tags
read AK 13.

in show

motion

theatres, is credited with Ascap’s music
tax collections of more than $1,250,000 in
the first three months of this year. This

take over while O’Brien is away.
Andre

COLLECTIONS
EXCEED $1,250,000

’’THUNDER''
in the City,” an

English-made production starring Edward
G. Robinson, opens a pre-release engagement at the Criterion here on April 22
following the four week two-a-day run of
“Silent Barriers.”

Committee Favors Salary Puff
Nix
bill repealing

Washington — A

the

federal law requiring publication of
corporation salaries in excess of $15,000 annually was ordered reported
favorably by the house ways and
means committee on Wednesday.
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UA SLATES SERIES
OF 3 SALES MEETS
y^HEN Harry Hunter hopped
a vacancy was created

to Australia
on Variety

Club’s Board of Governors, but that condition no longer prevails since genial Arthur
DeTitta, Movietone’s ace contact man, has
been elected to that post this week . . . Joe
Kaliski, who bachelors six months out of
the year, is back from his N. Y. preview
looksee at “Silent Barriers,” which must
have provoked considerable silence as Joe
has refused to discuss his trip . . . Dick
Herrity has gone on to UA’s home office
as his reward for an ingenious campaign
here on "History Is Made at Night,”
Hardie Meakin aiding and abetting.

with

Sam Wheeler and Carter Barron will he
in the entourage journeying to Philly arid
the Edgar Moss testimonial dinner . . .
where, or where, the girls all ask, is Willie
V/ilcox? . . . Howard Huddleston, who was
chief aide to Eddie Gilmore when that ace
was Loew publicist here five years ago, has
been named publicist for Leonard Schloss’
Glen Echo Park which has already begun
its season.

New York — United Artists will launch a
series of regional sales conferences with a
three-day meeting here on June 14 to 16,
followed by similar meetings in Chicago
June 17, 18 and 19 and in San Francisco
June 21, 22 and 23.
Present at the eastern meeting will be
District Managers Cnarles Stern, Robert
ivxocnrie, Tom Spry and Bert Steam. Also
tne managers and salesmen from tne Boston, Buffalo, New Haven, New York, Philaueiphia, Washington, Cincinnati, Cleveland, Indianapolis, Pittsburgh, Dallas, Atlanta, New Orleans and Cnariotte excnanges. And Harry Gold, Paul Lazarus,
Phil Dow, Ed Raftery, Paul O Brien, Harry
.Buckley, Bob Hilton, George Harvey, Jack
Wrege, Steve McGrath, Cnarles Leonard,
Artnur Kelly and Samuel Cohen, all from
Uie home office here.
Attending the three-day meeting at the
Dr axe Hotel, Chicago, in addition to the
nome office contingent, will oe District
Managers Jack Goldhar and Haskell Masters and the managers and salesmen irom
uie cnicago, Milwaukee, Kansas City, St.
Louis,

Sidney Lust was again in his glory as he
presided at a massing of officialdom at
the opening of his new Alexandria Theatre,
the Reed, seating 1,400 and said to be VirLou

ginia’s most modern cinematic palace . . .
Rome is grieved, as are his friends,

over the passing of Lou’s brother-in-law,
Herman Brown, of Federalsburg, Md. . . .
Lou will thus forgo his trip to Omaha as
local delegate to the national Variety convention. Joe Morgan has been delegated
to go in Lou’s place.
Jacob Wilk, head of Warner’s story and
scenario department, journeyed here all
the way from cinemaland to present a full
sound print to the Folger Shakespeare
library . . . The Norman Goldsteins hopped
in from Baltimore for an over-night visit
. . . Gene Eord will spend the next few
weeks in the Monumental City ogling applicants for the Century’s Okay Baltimore
Revue. During Gene's absence Century
Manager Fred Greenway will fill the Caphouse
“Good

itol’s managerial post . . . Joe Kavanagh
manager for the road showing
Earth.’’

is
of

Nelson Eddy scored another triumph and
was nearly mobbed by the local lassies following his concert . . . “Maytime” has gone
into its third week at the Palace . . . Charlie Kranz, after many years here as head
of the UA branch, has handed in his resignation. His post has been filled by Fred
Rohrs, who comes here after managing
that company’s
more recently,

branches in Charlotte
Atlanta, Gaw-ga.

and

The Ray Bells, thanks to that coveted
United Artists campaign prize, are off this
Tuesday for Naples, Rome, Venice, Paris,
London and all points between . . . Sidney
Lehman rvrites us from Buffalo that all's
well and that he and Helen are scanning
the skies for a July stork . . . Carlton Duffus is handling M-G-M exploitation in this
area on “Good Earth," while Norman Pyle
is handling special assignments from Bill
Ferguson . . . Frank Hornig again heads
the Maryland MPTO.
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Omaha, Minneapolis, Detroit, Calgary, Montreal, St. John, Toronto, Vancouver and Winnipeg exchanges.

The third and final three-day meeting
at the St. Francis Hotel, San Francisco,
will have District Manager Ben Fish and
the managers and sales staffs of the Denver, Salt Lake City, Seattle, San Francisco
and Los Angeles exchanges, in addition to
the group
tendance.

from

NAT

the

home

FINKLER

B lU IF IF A IIL O
^HOMAS
J. WALSH, former manager of
RKO
in this territory, and Charles
Boasberg, salesman for the same company,
were honored April 12 at a testimonial
dinner at the Variety Club. Walsh is leaving Buffalo to join the Comerford chain
in Scranton, Pa., and Boasberg has been
promoted to fill the position of manager
of RKO here. In addition to film executives and salesmen, a large number of public officials attended the affair.
The

Hollywood Theatre at Gowanda enjoyed record breaking crowds during the
celebration last week of its Wth anniversary.

The situation brought about by a series
of Bank Night incidents for the present,
at least, has quieted down. The police order banning Bank Nights has been withdrawn and most of the theatres are continuing to run these events.
Recent theatre improvements in western New York include seats for the Lyric
at Bolivar and a new marquee for the
Grant at Westfield. The Rialto at Glen
Falls
ments. has reopened

BROADWAY

RITES

old, had been with the company’s contract
department for the past 25 years.

Anti-Trade Bills Fall in
Maryland
Annapolis, Md. — A 10 per cent admission tax and three attempts to
obtain recognition of dog racing bills
were among the measures affecting
theatres that were defeated when
Maryland’s legislature adjouriied
April 6.
Governor Nice signed a bill for
Sunday openings in Oakland, which
was approved by referendum by a
vote of three to one. A similar bill for
Anne Arundel comity, which passed
both senate and house, awaits the
governor’s signature. No action was
taken on a daylight saving bill, which
remained in committee, as does a
proposal for approval of pictures for
adults only, which would exclude
children under 18.
A bill providing for the name of
the judge who overrules the censor
board to appear in the film passed
the senate, but was defeated in committee. The dog racing bills that were
defeated were intended for Anne
Arundel county.

improve-

Jarvis is the new name for the old Laurel at Binghampton, recently acquired by
the Jarvis Theatre Co.

office, in at-

New York — ‘Funeral services for Nat
Finkler, manager of the contract department of 20th Century-Fox, were held here
on Wednesday, followed by burial at Mt.
Hope cemetery. Finkler, who was 41 years

after making

(Continued

from

preceding

page)

pany they have Truman Talley of Movietonews, J. Robert Rubin, gerieral counsel
of M-G-M ; Frank and Mrs. Capra, Robert
Riskin, Mrs. William K. Howard, wife of
the film director; Harry Richman, Skeets
Gallagher, Sain Jaffee, coast agent, and
Mort Spring,
executive.
A

few

Loew’s

minutes

foreign

before

Ray

department
Friedgen,

Grand National producer, entrained for the
coast Wednesday he was informed that he
had become a granddaddy. The wife of
his son Lloyd, film cutter for Republic,
gave birth to an eight-pound boy.
known as Lloyd Velois Friedgen II.

He’s

Spring stuff: Educational tossed its
first annual studio employes party at Bagley’s Cafe, near the Astoria studios. A heap
of Educational players were on hand to
liven things up for about 400 . . . The
Columbians are giving a spring dance at
the Hotel Astor April 30. It’s called Monte
Carlo Nite, with Vincent Lopez at the baton.
Buddy J. Markus, M-G-M librarian, is in
possession of a sparkling diamond ring.
The groom-to-be is Jesse E. Brand.
Harold Rinzler of the Randforce Rinzlers is bouncing a baby boy, which makes
Eddie Schnitzer a grand uncle for the third
time

. . . Irene, wife of Dinty Moore, director of Warner’s metropolitan theatres,

was so overjoyed with hubby’s high spirits
over the business at the Strand (“Marked
Woman”) that she baked and delivered an
immense and highly delicious cake to
Dinty’s colleagues.
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EXPLOITATION

ANALYZING

Each

COMING

Exploitation Preview Is Arranged Conveniently for Clipping and Filing for Future Reference.

WOMAN
—UNITED

ANGEE
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THE

FKOM

YKODUCTIONS

CHASES

MAN

ARTISTS

The Cast: Miriam Hopkins, Joel McCrea, Charles Winninger, Leona
Maricle, Erik Rhodes, Ella Logan, Broderick Crawford,
Producer:
Samuel Goldwyn.
Director: William Wyler, Original: Sam and Bella
Spewack. Screenplay: Dorotliy Parker, Alan Campbell, Lewis R. Foster.

Whal

it's about:

Virginia Travis (Miriam Hopkins), an unemployed usherette,
promotes herself a job with Nolan (Charles Winninger), an inventor, who in turn is trying to promote $100,000 from his
wealthy son Kenneth (Joel McCrea). But Kenneth is unduly
afraid of his father’s ideas. Discovering that he becomes expansive with the second drink of wine, Virginia lures Kenneth
into the garden and plies him with champagne. He makes love
to her and agrees to finance his father and “build a new empire in the wilderness.” Virginia suddenly realizes that Kenneth
is quite drunk, and unwilling to take advantage of him now that
she loves him, she attempts to prevent his signing the checks.
He, however, insists on signing, protesting that he loves her —
and being expansive.

WHAT

to do and HOW

to do it:

Give Joel McCrea and Miriam Hopkins equal billing in all
ad and marquee billing also stressing the fact that the picture
was produced by Samuel Goldwyn and directed by William Wyler.
Erect a large display board for the lobby, depicting the way
women have chased men since the beginning of time. Use figures representing Adam and Eve and work on up through the
various ages until the present day, in which Miss Hopkins is
shown in pursuit of McCrea.
This is the first comedy role Miss Hopkins has had in several years. As such it can be made the subject of a newspaper
strip layout. Use stills from “These Three,” “Becky Sharp” and
“Barbary Coast” illustrating her serious portrayals, and photographs from “The Richest Girl in the World” and “Woman
Chases Man” for the comedy side. Readers are asked to indicate which type of role they prefer to have her take.
TIEUPS. USING STILLS
The title suggests tieups, using stills, with women’s shoe
stores, cosmetic and beauty parlors, and drugstores. Also plant
stills with a stationery store illustrating Winninger’s fantastic
invention, the Writ-O-Graph, comparing it with a modern fountain pen.
Other still tieups can be made on Winninger, cooking a meal
on a barbecue pit, and some of McCrea and Miss Hopkins caught
in a large tree.
With the cooperation of the local newspaper’s “Heart Throbs”
editor, a contest among the women readers can be promoted on
the subject “How To Win a Man.” Ask all the readers to send
in a short essay, telling what they believe to be the best approach in winning a man. To tie in with the picture, explain
the novel way in which Miss Hopkins won her suit with McCrea.
Award prizes for the best letters received each day.
SQUIBS ON RADIO PAGE
As title ballyhoo before the picture opens, have one of the
house ushers run down the aisle, across the stage and up the
other aisle to the exit, pursued by a determined-looking woman.
As they depart darken the house and flash a spot on the stage,
where a placard advertising the picture has been placed.
Winninger, as well as being a well-known character actor,
has achieved fame with millions of radio listeners as “Cap’n
Henry” on the “Show Boat” program. Capitalize on this by
planting ads and publicity on the radio page of a local paper.

Adlines:

He Wa.s Young . . . Handsome
Weren't on Speaking Terms!
She

Stole

His

Money

and

He Could Keep the Wolf
in . . . Without Knocking!

.

.

His

Heart

From

His
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Like
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It!
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THINK FAST, MR. MOTO
— 20TH

CENTURY-FOX
The Cast: Peter Lone. \’iighiia
Siy Puiuami. Thomas
Beek,
Murray ICiiuiell. John lioKers, Lotus Long, l-ioward Wilson, Virginia
Sale. i*ro(luet*r: Sol M. Wiutzel. I)ireet<M*: Norman
Foster. Original
Story: J. P. Marciuancl. Screenplay : Norman
Foster, Howard
Smith.
Photographer: Harry Jackson.

What

it's about:

|

Mr. Moto (Peter Lorre), a Japanese detective, gets on the
trail of diamond smugglers in San Francisco. He books passage
to the Orient

and

discovers, among

Hitchings (Thomas
and Gloria Andre

his fellow-passengers,

Robert

Beck), son of the steamship line’s owner,
(Virginia Field), who have fallen in love.

Hitchings, carrying a confidential letter to the steamship line’s
agent, Mr. Wilkie (Murray Kinnell), learns that Gloria is an
entertainer in a notorious night club run by Marloff (Sig Rumann ) . He and Wilkie go there, where Hitchings finds Gloria
and discovers she has been sent there to spy on him by the
smugglers, who have been using the Hitchings line to carry their
illicit jewels. Mr. Moto comes on the scene, exposes Wilkie as
the head of the smugglers, and Robert and Gloria embrace.

WHAT

to do and

The

HOW

initial feature

in a

new

detective

series launched

by

advertisements and on the marquee. He is known as the “One
Man Chamber of Horrors” for his roles in “M,” “Secret Agent,”
and others. Place a giant photographic enlargement of his head
above I he marquee with an electrical flasher arrangement to
shoot rays of light through his eyes. Virginia Field and Thomas
Beck should also receive marquee mention.
SATEVEPOST

TIEUP

Marquand’s Mr. Moto series have been appearing in the
Saturday Evening Post. Have an enlargement of a Post cover in
the lobby with Lorre breaking through it. Place theatre billing
in all Posts sold in town through the local distributor’s cooperation.
Use the Oriental style of lettering in newspaper advertising,
lobby letter cutouts, etc.
Build up the theatre front and foyer into a replica of a
street in Shanghai, through such inexpensive devices as a colorful display of Chinese lanterns. Through the co-operation of
nearby storekeepers perhaps the whole block can be transformed.
Costume ushers and usherettes in mandarin coats and slippers,
and obtain Chinese phonograph records to play in the lobby.
Contact a local art dealer to arrange a display of Oriental art
goods in the lobby. Burn Oriental incense in the theatre.
Plant stills with local Japanese and Chinese chop suey
houses and restaurants, and insert teaser copy in the rice cakes
usually furnished in these places. Perhaps a few passes could
be enfolded in the cakes.
"THINK

FAST"

CONTEST

Conduct a “Think Fast” contest through the newspapers,
a list of twenty or more questions on current events, brain

teasers, puzzles, etc. With copy reading “Mr. Moto solved these
in three minutes — how long will it take you?” offer free passes
to the theatre to the first 50 persons submitting a correct list of
answers.
If possible, obtain

a

quantity

of old Japanese

or Chinese

daily newspapers, tear them into rough six-by-eight-inch sizes,
and have imprinted on them picture billing in red ink. These
should make effective throwaways.
Pick up some Chinese “cash” — coins with holes through their
centers — and attach tags to them with picture billing, reading:
“A souvenir from Shanghai. Compliments of Mr. Moto.” Have
the cashier give them out to ticket purchasers with their change.

A<dlines:

( 'ase !

The

King

of ( 'i iiiiinologists

Where
There’s .Mastery
Thiiiliiiig Mr. Moto!

.

.

.

.

.

,

Stalks the
on Him!

Streets

ot
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Mr.

and

A Glamorous Girl . . . an<l Mr,
Unravel a Strange Shanghai Mysler>
Death
Hainleiiffs

]

to do it:

20th Century-Fox, this brings to the screen the picturization of
the stories by J. P. Marquand, whose Japanese detective, Mr.
Moto, is portrayed by Peter Lorre. Give Lorre star billing in

with

'
'

Moto

.

Mnr<ler

Moto,
!

Shanghai

::

.

.

.

Solves

.

Peerless

.

April

.

.

.

His

Voii’ll
Japanese

I'litil Mr.
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LOOKING
— RKO

FOR TROUBLE

RADIO
The Cast: Georse O'Biien,
Charles Middleton, Frank

Cecilia
Milan,

I'arker, Maude
Ehunie,
VVollieiin, Walter
Uan

Joe Gaits,
DePalina,

I'roclueer: George
Sereeiiplay: Dan

Stanley Blystoiie, A1 Jlernian, Bill Hoyle.
liman. Director; Flwing Scott. Urigiiial
ilwing Scott. Photographer: Frank B. Good.

A. HirJarrett,

What it's about:
Doc Kramer (Charles Middleton) and his gang of bigtime
racketeers transfer their activities to Wyoming, where they form
the Cattlemen’s Protective Association, charging ranchers for alleged protection against striking cowboys. Kramer’s thugs commit the crimes blamed on striking ranch hands. Jeffrey Carson
(George O’Brien), cowboy film star on location, rescues Joyce
Butler (Cecilia Parker) from a group of Kramer’s men. Joyce
and her aunt, Violet Parker (Maude Eburne), ranch owner, offer Jeffrey a job as a ranch hand, which he accepts as a lark.
Unsuccessful in attempts to get Violet to join the association,
Kramer stampedes her cattle by means of an airplane. Joyce
accidentally discovers Jeffrey’s true identity and profession, and
shuns him. He redeems himself by flying over the range in another plane and capturing the marauding aviator, rounding up
the gang and winning the girl.
WHAT

to (do and

HOW

to do it:

George O’Brien’s popularity as a western-action star should
assure this of a good draw among his followers. He is teamed with
Cecilia Parker, who some years ago made her film debut opposite him in “The Rainbow Trail.” Use this fact as an interesting
advertising sidelight, and give the two stars billing on the marquee.
To illustrate the title, mount a large-sized figure of O’Brien
in fighting pose atop the marquee. Decorate the lobby in the
usual western ranch-house style, garbing ushers and usherettes
as cowhands. Play ballads of the range over the public address
system in the lobby.
CIGARETTE-ROLLING

CONTEST

Promote a unique cigarette-rolling contest through the cooperation of a local tobacconist. Capitalizing on the well-known
cowboy habit of rolling his own cigarettes, offer free admission
tickets each day to the person who buys a certain brand of
tobacco and makes the fastest time in preparing a hand-made
cigarette. Have the tobacco salesmen time each effort.
Pass out free tickets liberally to the police department in
return for which they cooperate on a street ballyhoo stunt. Hire
a man dressed as a cowboy, mounted on a horse, travel through
the most congested streets in town, tieing up traffic, and receiving citations from police officials. The cowboy should carry
theatre and picture billing on his back. The stunt will make a
good tieup on the film’s title.
Plant stills of the spectacular cattle stampede

in butcher

shops on the “Here they come! Always rely on us for fresh
meats!” angle.
Use scenic stills for vacation-resort tieups. Create a title
tieup with optometrists on: “You’re looking for trouble if you
neglect your eyes!” and with other merchants along similar lines.
Garage tieups can be arranged on the angle: “We’re professionals at ‘Looking for Trouble’ in automobiles!”
JUVENILE ROUND-UP
One of O’Brien’s chief claims to fame is his exceptionallywell developed physique. Stills of him which display his build
to advantage can be used to tie in on displays of health-foods
and tonics, and might form the basis of a contest to find “Blank
City’s healthiest or most athletic man.” Award a prize to the
entrant whose physical measurement most closely approximates
that of O’Brien.
Make the usual tieups with magazine distributors on western
pulp publications, and hold a juvenile round-up at a nearby
playground. Hand out throwaways as “personal guarantees”
from
made. O’Brien that this is the best action picture he has ever
Print throwaways enclosed in a sealed envelope, on which is
printed: “If You’re Looking for Trouble, Read This!”
Adlines:
Till

The
He

Closest He’d Evei' Gotten to Rustlers
Actually Rescued a Beautiful Girl!

,

.

.

Was

This Cowboy Actor Knew
All the ('ainera Anffles
self a He-Man
When
Ileal Hustlers llode the Ilan^e!
for

The Fastest,
Years!

Funniest,

Fighting'est
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I MET HIM IN PARIS
—PARAMOUNT
Tile Cast: Claudette Colbert, Robert Vouiig:. Melvyn iJouglas, Mona
Barrie, Lee Bowman,
George Uavi.s, Jane Bryan, Alexander Cross,
William Haade, Fritz Feld, Randolph
Amendt.
Producer: Wesley
Ruggles.
Director: Wesley
Kuggles.
Original: Helen
Meinhardi.
Screenplay: Claude Binyon.

What

it's about:

Kay Denham
(Claudette Colbert) in Paris for a “fling”
meets two fellow Americans, Gene (Robert Young) and George
(Melvyn Douglas* both of whom fall for her. The three go to
a winter resort where Gene presses his romance, but neglects to
inform Kay that he is already married. George sees that Kay
is about to become involved and plans to tell her that Gene is
married when the wife arrives and informs Kay that her husband is in the habit of having these little flirtations. Tired and
discouraged, Kay returns to Paris. Gene arrives a few hours
later with the news that his wife has agreed to divorce him.
Kay, however, informs him that their little flirtation is over,
and that she really loves George.

WHAT

to do and

HOW

to do it:

Give Claudette Colbert the top billing in this picture, listing Robert Young and Melvyn Douglas in the supporting roles.
Use a giant blow-up of these three for the lobby and get across
the locale of the story by using photo blow-ups of the Eiffel
Tower, the Arc de Triomphe and similar world-famed Paris
landmarks.
WINTER-RESORT

DECORATIONS

Decorate the lobby with cotton snow and cellophane icicles,
skis, snowshoes and skates to carry out the winter resort motif.
With

decorations of this type to add to the general air of coolness an ad tieup can be made for the summer months, stress-

ing the fact that: "It’s 20 degrees cooler inside. See the perfect picture in perfect comfort.”
These same decorations can be used as the basis for a contrast lay-out selling summer vacation clothes, bathing suits and
general summer clothing. Use stills which show the principal
cast members in their ski suits and have copy which reads:
“These ski suits are fine for winter sports — but they are hardly
suitable for beach wear. And that 1930 model bathing suit is
almost as out of place, so why not stop in and look over our
selection of ultra-modern beach wear before leaving on your
vacation?”
BANK

TIEUP

The title of the film offers many opportunities for tieups
with travel agencies offering summer cruises to France and the
Swiss resorts.
Banks

can

also be used

for a

tieup

stressing

the

import-

ance of using travelers’ cheques when abroad, or selling the idea
of opening a savings account to save the money necessary for a
trip.
Make an art lay-out in the form of a triangle, pointing out
this film presents the eternal triangle in a new and exciting form. Then use the lay-out as the basis for ad tieups
with any local firms that use the triangle as their trade or firm
name. The tieup can be made at nearly any grocery store of
Triangle Brand Salt.
that

DRUG

STORE

TIEUP

Women’s wear shops tieups can be made on the basis of
the popularity of Paris models for gowns and hats. Use tear
sheets

from Vogue, Vanity Fair and Harper’s Bazaar
trate the display, working in a title plug in the copy.

to illus-

The title also suggests a tieup with “Evening in Paris” perfume, to be made with local drug stores. Copy might read:
“Wear ‘Evening in Paris’ When You Have a Date to Go See
‘I Met Him In Paris’ at the Rialto.”
For local cocktail bars or restaurants, use an idea similar to
this. “After seeing ‘I Met Him In Paris’ why
at Tony’s for a delightful Italian dinner?”

not meet

the gang

Adlines:
Men

Man
for

Cupid
...

Got Frozen Feet . . . Wliile
in This Alpine Romance.

She

Had

She

Changed

She

a Heart

Thought

of Ice

Her
She

. . . But

Mind

.

Didn't

Koinaiitio Pari?>» . . . the
This Thrilling Koinance.

.

.

Milady

It rhauetl

Like

Tried

Out

Women

to

Aniona:

Will

.

.

Choose

the
.

and

as

the

Between

Alpine

Snows.

Married

the

Love.
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OPINIONS
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CURRENT

FEATURE

20th-Fox (
)
70 Minutes
Rel.
This first in the series of Mr. Moto films is quality entertainment. It sets a high mark for production excellence
at which others in the series may aim. With a smooth
blend of action suspense, mystery and comedy, the result
is a thrilling picture, bound to please all and destined for
boxoffice success. Peter Lorre, in the title role, creates a
sterling character as the mild but merciless detective. Virginia Field is very attractive as the mystery woman, while
excellent support is given by Thomas and Beck and Sig
Rumann. Moto, an amateur detective, sails for Shanghai

RKO Radio (723)
60 Minutes
Rel. April 9, '37
A farce comedy that smacks of the old silent days, this
mild effort is short on laughs, weak on acting talent and
tedious in direction. Audiences will find it nothing more
than another program feature that is below the standard
of the usual RKO Radio product. That competent comedian, Gene Lockhart, steals the acting honors in a brief
sequence, and John Morley, a vigorous newcomer, handles
the lead in a manner suggesting that he has possibilities.
Morley, an unemployed college graduate, talks himself into
a job as “fall guy” for a newspaper publisher, shielding the
tycoon from threats of bodily violence and lawsuits. During the course of events the loss of a $10,000 postage stamp
from

Lockhart’s collection and Morley’s attempts to recover it furnish the plot motivation. Ben Holmes directed.

John

Morley, Anne Shirley, Gene Lockhart, Dudley Clements, Barbara Pepper, Frank Melton, Charles Coleman.

Too Many

Wives

F

eviewi

PRODUCTIONS

to break up a smuggling ring. He moves calmly and slowly through a series of adventures, solving the mysteries and
killing the villains with ease, until the case is closed. The
direction by Norman Foster is admirable.
Peter Lorre, Virginia Field, Thomas Beck, Sig Rumann,
Murray Kinnell, J. Carrol Naish, Joint Rogers.

Think Fast, Mr. Moto

eo.„edy

F

GB

(3608)
100 Minutes
Rel. April 1, '37
Built on epic proportions, this ambitious melodrama
woven around the hazards encountered during the building
of the Canadian Pacific Railroad recalls the adventures of

First National (
)
115 Minutes
Rel. May 8, '37
Mark Twain’s classic has been brought to the screen in
magnificent style. Graced with inspired production and
with a cunning eye turned to forthcoming events in Eng-

the American railroad pioneers to whom “The Iron Horse”
of silent film days was dedicated. There is excitement and
thrills aplenty, but the players in this romantic story are
frequently dwarfed by the awesome grandeur of the authentic mountain backgrounds. Suspense runs high in the
final sequences during which a small band of intrepid railroad workers brave avalanche, forest fires and near-starvation to discover a pass through the mountain barriers.
Photography is superb throughout and Milton Rosmer excels in the direction of the outdoor and the mob scenes
somewhat to the detriment of the human tale of the reformation of a young gambler through honest toil.

land, the picture is as timely as tomorrow’s newspaper and
interesting enough to make the kids swap machine guns
and gangsters for rapiers and royal intrigue. Errol Flynn
adds to his laurels with a swashbucking performance as

Richard

Arlen. Antoinette

Cellier, Berry

Silent Barriers

the insouciant Miles Hendon and Montagu Love’s Henry
VIII ranks among the best portraits of that oft-limned individual. Claude Rains. Henry Stephenson, Alan Hale and
others give enthusiastic and forceful support. In the leading roles, Bobby and Billy Mauch establish themselves as
two fine actors. Laird Doyle’s screenplay is entirely equable
to Twain’s original. Directed by William Keighley.
Errol Flynn, Claude Rams, Henry Stephenson, Barton
MacLane, Billy Mauch. Bobby Mauch, Montagu Love.

Mackay.

F

The Prince and the Pauper

SrSL

Fanchon Royer (
)
64 Minutes
Rel.
A strictly formula action yarn played out against the
rather novel background of speed-boat racing, this lowbudget production by Panchon Royer hits a satisfactory
standard and will be entirely acceptable as an independent
offering. The cast, headed by William Bakewell, turns in
a competent job, with notable performances by Bakewell
and Duncan Renaldo. Story is of a speed-boat mechanic,
Bakewell, who is seeking the backing of a rich sportsman
to perfect a super-charger which the boy has invented.
Renaldo, pursuing a confidence game, poses as a Spanish
speed-boat champion, and gains a job with the millionaire
driving his boat in the big race. In a fast and furious fistic combat Bakewell exposes him, wins the girl, and proves
his invention has what it takes. Elmer Clifton directed.

Warner

Bros. (

)

Love

Gene

F

70 Minutes

Rel.

Dawn
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Heyburn,

Smiley

Burnette.

F

Barbara Stanwyck, Joel McCrea, Lloyd Nolan, Stanley Ridges,
Lee Bowman, Barry Macollum, Irving Bacon, Fay Holden.

F
CLASSmCATION— A - ADULT
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Allen, Weldon

Paramount (
)
75 Minutes
ReL April 9, '37
A highly dramatic story based on the life of an interne
in a metropolitan hospital, this film presents a mixture of
drama and romance well suited to the tastes of any audience. It is a class production in every detail, from the
excellent story and screenplay to the casting of the last
part. Joel McCrea and Barbara Stanwyck give their roles
a refreshing and honest tone while among the supporting
cast Lloyd Nolan, Stanley Ridges and Barry Macollum distinguish themselves. The story deals with a young interne
who is given $1,000, which he cannot keep, and a young
girl who is desperately in need of the money. When she
attempts to steal the money he leaves her and only after
he has learned the whole story about the attempted theft
are the two runited. Directed by Alfred Santell.

Francis, Errol Flynn, Ian Hunter, Frieda Inescort,
Herbert Mundin, G. P. Hmitley jr., Billy Bevan.

Another

Autry, Judith

Git Along Little Dogies

This is a synoptical version of “The Charge of the
Light Brigade,” except that it has no charge and lacks the
magnitude of production, the spectacle and dynamic action
of that epic. The rank and file of film patrons will find
its action unnatural, its dialogue drawn out and boring
and its plot structure stereotyped, dealing as it does with
the love of two men for one woman in a faraway British
army outpost, with formula emoting and sacrifice, so typical of English colonial triangles where men place honor
and dressing for dinner above all else. The part allotted
to Kay Francis is hardly one to enhance her popularity,
try as she does to do something with it. In all, the feature can be rated no higher than just another programmer.
Directed by William Dieterle.
Kay

i,nuna

Republic (6302)
61 Minutes
Rel Mar. 22, '37
Gene Autry, the cowboy star with the ingratiating personality and pleasing singing voice, has been transplanted
in the Texas oil fields to give an exhibition of his riding,
fighting and crooning talents in an entertaining comedy
drama. The story, however, is frequently sidetracked to
permit such specialty artists as Will and Gladys Ahearn
and the Maple City Four to put over their vaudeville turn
and the finale even employs a community sing with the
lyrics printed on the screen and audiences urged to join
in the songfest. The action treats of the heroic efforts of
Autry to oppose the digging of an oil well in cattle country, the star later aiding the project when he is convinced
the development will benefit the ranch owners. A thrilling
race between rival forces to dynamite the well and start
the gusher provides an exciting climax. Jos. Kane directed.

William Bakewell, Arietta Duncan, Duncan Renaldo, Vivien
Oakland, Wilfred Lucas, Earle Douglas, Etta McDaniels.

Mile-a-Minute

F

Internes Can't Take Money
—

F - FAMILY

-

F

omma
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SUGGESTIONS

SELLING ANGLES:
“Think Fast, Mr. Moto"
Billing on this should be given to Lorre, and the
title should be plugged to impress on the patrons
that it is the first in a new series of films. Arrange a “Think Fast” contest, awarding tickets to
those who can answer simple, but tricky problems
within a stipulated time. Secure Japanese coins
to distribute, with a card attached explaining that
the money is a gift from Mr. Moto. Run a series
of articles on Jiu Jitsu in the local sports page,
using stills showing Moto demonstrating the art.
CATCHLINES:

SELLING

THE

AD

PICTURE

hart marquee credits. Tie up on Morley’s unique
“dog-walking” service by holding a contest to discover the person in the most unusual employment.
CATCHLINES:
He

Had

to Be Fired

at Least

Three

Times

a Day

... or He’d Lose His Job!
He Was a Fast-Talking Go-Getter . . .But He
Pound It Difficult to Explain Away a Wife!

Death
. . . With

Especially 'When the Girl You
You’re Not Married!

Strikes in Shanghai’s Waterfront Dens
Moto Pitted Against a Ring of Murderers.

CATCHLINES:
They Looked Alike ...
. . . the Other a Beggar!

Yet

One

Was

a Prince

Seasoned With the Sharp Wit of America’s
Greatest Humorist . . . With All Its Humor, Action
and Adventure!
The Prince Changed Places With the Pauper . . .
and

Then

Couldn’t

Get

His Throne

Back!

SELLING ANGLES:
"Git Along Little Dogies"
Play this up as a different type of western with
more than the average amount of songs and specialties— in short a real roundup of entertainment.
Stress Autry's musical accomplishments and use
a loud speaker attachment to a phonograph playing his latest records. Feature Will and Gladys
Ahearn. the Maple City Four and the Cabin Kids,
all well-known in radio and vaudeville. Announce
a roundup matinee with passes to boys and girls
bringing five or more customers to the show. Musical stores will cooperate with displays.
CATCHLINES:
Come One, Come All and Join Gene Autry in a
Western Community Sing!
Gene Autry Swinging Down the Trail and Singing His Way Into Romance and Adventure!
Adventure and Action in the Oil Fields Where the
West Meets the South!
SELLING ANGLES:
"Internes Can't Take Money"
Promote an essay contest among children on the
subject: “Why I Am Going to Be a Doctor When
I Grow Up.” Title tieups can be made with banks
on: "Internes can’t take money — but we’ll be glad
to accept your deposits. Make a lobby display of
Stanwyck and McCrea showing them in past roles
together. They have starred together in “Banjo
on My Knee” and “Gambling Lady.” Run an ad
in the personal columns of a local paper, stating
that: "Received your check for $1,000 but must
return it. Internes Can’t Take Money.” See Exploitation Preview printed in Boxoffice Jan. 23, ’37.
CATCHLINES:
He Worked for Glory . . . and Gratitude . . .
Among the 111 of a Great City Hospital.
He Worked for $10 a Month . . . And Had to
Return a $1,000 Fee ... Or Be Discharged.

FOR

MORE

SELLING

IDEAS

CONSULT

HOLLYWOOD

AIDS

SELLING ANGLES:
"Too Many Wives"
Early sequences showing Morley and Miss Shirley walking their dogs in the park suggest a petshop tieup. Make tieups with dealers in postage
stamps, giving inexpensive packets to juveniles at
matinee performances as awards in a stamp-collection contest. Give Anne Shirley, Morley and Lock-

Mr. Moto Solves the Mystery of the Murdered
Man in the Wicker Basket.
Meet Mr. Moto . . . Master Mind of the Macabre
. . . and the Cleverest Sleuth of Them All.

SELLING ANGLES:
"The Prince and the Pauper"
Build up the front of the theatre to resemble an
old English castle, in gray compo board painted
like a stone wall. Tie up with members of the local
Mark Twain society. Turning over the theatre to
the organization for one night for a benefit performance. Conduct a school essay contest on “Little
Incidents Which Might Have Changed History.”
Allow twins and triplets free admission. See Exploitation Preview printed in Boxoffice Jan. 30,
1937.
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FOR

Too

Many

Wives

. . . Spoil the Romance
Love

Won’t

. . .

Believe

SELLING ANGLES:
"Silent Barriers"
The first GB production to be filmed on the
American continent has endless possibilities for exploitation of the tieup sort with railroad and local
travel agencies who will cooperate with displays
and posters. Fit up the lobby to resemble a railroad station, using authentic or similar uniforms
on the ticket taker and other attendants. Have a
ballyhoo man, also in railroad attire, distribute
heralds in the form of oversize tickets. A railroad bell or siren, if permitted to be rung at intervals, is a sure method of attracting attention,
CATCHLINES:
Rails of Steel That Spanned a Continent — Bonds
of Love That United a Man and a Woman!
Out

of the Pages

of History

Document of a Strong Man’s
the Love of a Brave Girl!

Comes

the Thrilling

Reformation

Through

SELLING ANGLES:
"Mile-a-Minute Love"
Promote the loan of an outboard motor-boat to
plant in the foyer. Stress the speed idea in lobby
decorations, with layouts depicting the world’s
speed champions in every mode of travel. Have
local sports editor plug the motor-boat racing sport
in a series of articles. If your city is near a river,
lake, or the ocean, promote an outboard or inboard
motor boat race. Give William Bakewell and Duncan Renaldo marquee credits.
CATCHLINES:
A New Action Thrill . . . Daredevils
Their Lives for Speed on the Water!

Who

Risk

Keyed to the High-Pitched Tempo of Modern
Life ... a Laugh-a-Second, Mile-a-Minute Thrill.
He Risked His Life for the Thrill of Speed . . .
the Action-Packed Story of Speedboat Racing!
SELLING ANGLES;
"Another Dawn"
Put a false front on the theatre, making it look
like a military garrison. Mount an old cracked-up
airplane fuselage on a truck for street ballyhoo.
Conduct a letter contest on the ending of the film
in which entrants make their choices and give
reasons why they think either Flynn or Hunter
should have renounced Miss Francis. Tie up with
various merchandise on the “As new as ‘Another
Dawn’ ” angle. See Exploitation Preview printed in
Boxoffice

Dec.

19,

1936.

CATCHLINES:
A Flip of a Coin . . . and One Man’s Life Is
Staked Against Another Man’s Honor.
They Had Both Lived Too Long With Death to
Lie About Life . . . They Both Wanted to Live . . .
and to Love One Woman!
Three Tangled Lives in a Distant
post. . . With One of Them Marked

EXPLOITATION

PREVIEWS

REGULARLY

Military Outfor Disaster!

IN BOXOFFICE

BOXOFFICE
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Bad Housekeeping
RKO

Radio

19 Minutes

Slightly burlesqued but based on believable domestic situations, this two-reeler
will furnish plenty of honest laughs and
put audiences in a happy frame of mind.
Edgar Kennedy and Vivian Oakland deftly
portray their roles as a quarrelsome couple who agree to switch their respective
daily grinds as each feels the other has the
easier job. Of course Vivian messes up
matters at the office while the harassed
Edgar

balls up the housework so completely that he is compelled to hire an

agency to set the house in order. Franklin Pangborn, as a fussy piano tuner, is
responsible for much
ity. Good fun.

of the general

hilar-

Paramount

€HORT
THE

WEEK

Wrestling, It's a Laugh
A

laugh

riot from

winner.

Practically

is given

some

start to finish,

photographs the Hawaiian rainbows in
Technicolor, these beautiful sky effects being an almost daily occurrence there, and
the short closes on musical selections by
the seven Loria Brothers, ranging in age

Sportlight,

ex-

every

kind

footage,

of a

starting

off with the funny match between
Man Mountain Dean and a livewire

Cinema

Circus

M-G-M

19 Minutes

in brief appearances, this elaborate Technicolor short merits marquee billing and
can very well replace the second feature
on twin programs. Against the colorful
background of a Hollywood charity fete,
Tracy

acts as a fast-talking, smoothtongued ringmaster introducing Bob Burns,
plays a ditty on his bazooka; Boris

Karloff, the horror man, in a comic costume, and Fred Stone in a rope-spinning
act. The circus parade of animals is led by
masked figures representing Clark Gable.
Eddie Cantor, Jimmy Durante with Ben
Turpin, Charlie Murray, Chester Conklin
and the never-forgotten William S. Hart
also contributing short turns. At least a
dozen others take a bow in this miniature
musical — a veritable

25-star

some
and
hard

closeups of a unique mat contest. This is between two women
equals

the previous

hitting

Concluding

and

the

matches

serious

for

intensity.

reel is one

of the

craziest bouts on record — Jack Ericson grapples with himself and omits
none of the customary strangle-holds
and canvas throws apparently so as
not

to spare

his feelings.

Ted

ing's narration is well gagged
a kidding vein.

Husand

in

circus.

Another

Pete

Smith

8 Minutes
specialty

which

takes audiences backstage into the makeup department of the M-G-M studio where
Jack Dawn demonstrates his unusual art
which

transforms

a girl of average

looks

into a glamorous beauty. The ace commentator gives the process just the proper
touch

of humor and simplifies the technical details to make them understandable to all. Smith then delves into medieval and ancient history to prove that the
male of the species originally had a
monopoly on these beauty aids but the
women gradually employed these artifices
in order to captivate their wandering
sweethearts. The men will be entertained
but their wives or girl friends will find this
exposition of the art of makeup
tive and enlightening.
BOXOFnCE

April

17, 1937.

The Romance

of Robert

Burns
Vitaphone

16 Minutes

The gorgeous Technicolor photography
is the feature that places this short above
the average Broadway Brevity. The lilting
strains of “Flow Gently Sweet Afton” and
“Auld Lang Syne’’ and the recitation of
several of Burns’ best known verses are
introduced in a natural manner and add
to the appeal. The story treating of highlights in the career of the great Scotch
poet is little different from hundreds of
similar romances laid in a modern setting. Burns leaves his country sweetheart
to go to Edinburgh to seek his fortune
but after several opportunities to observe
and become acquainted with the shallow
society folk he picks a quarrel with an
insufferable snob and returns home in time
to prevent the marriage of Jean Armour
to a rural bumpkin. The stage coach race
along the picturesque country roads is an
exciting and well-photographed sequence.

Gilding the Lily
M-G-M

three years up to 12. The seven older
boys play and sing the melodies of their
native Mexico, while the little tot keeps
time with a tiny rattle.
from

opponent. Following some professional bouts in Florida, the audience gets

Starring Lee Tracy supported by an impressive array of present-day film stars
as well as several former screen favorites

who

Scenic beauty, color and music by promising juvenile talent are nicely blended in
an interesting subject containing three
varied episodes. The amazing tides of the
Bay of Fundy which rise and fall 40 feet
in a few hours are shown washing the
shores of Nova Scotia and the effect of this
natural phenomenon on the inhabitants is
explained by Alois Havrilla. Robert Bruce

posing the ups and more frequent
of the wrestling racket, is a

doxons
bout

Rice

10 Minutes

10 Minutes

Paramount

this Grantland

Pictorial

Paramount

informa-

My Artistical Temperature
Paramount

7 Minutes

Another mad and merry mixup between
Popeye and Bluto over the affections of the
gangly-legged Olive Oyl with the excitement reaching its height during a slambang battle using paint and sculptor’s
clay as weapons. The hardboiled little
sailor man and his massive rival are disworking

covered sharing an artist’s studio and
in harmony until Olive enters with

a request for a statue or a portrait of herself. Both geniuses frantically start their
masterpieces but soon each is trying to
destroy the other’s craftmanship. However,
the indispensable can of spinach turns
Popeye’s apparent defeat into victory and
Olive is immortalized in sculpture. A cartoon that ranks high among Max Fleischer’s laugh-getters.

Scrambled
Columbia

Eggs
10 Minutes

A sure laugh-provoker which audiences
will remember as the high-spot of any average program. Starting off strong with
the four Dusek brothers knocking each
other around the ring, this short touches
only the roughest spots in the history of
gcofy wrestling. All the shots except the
introduction look real and stimulation is
added to this when that old-time fighter,
Gunboat Smith, appears as a referee and
proves that three can fight more effectively than two can wrestle. Some amusing
shots of kid wrestlers and even women
champions are included to make the tworeeler appeal to all types of audiences.
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SHOWMEN

DRAWS PATRONS WITH
LITERARY APPROACH
Providence,

R.

I. — Injecting

a

literary

note into his selling campaign on RKO’s
“The Soldier and the Lady,” adapted from
the novel, “Michael Strogoff.” William
Brown, manager of the RKO Albee Theati'e here, secured additional patronage for
the showing. In addition to increased
space in his newspaper ads, Brown placed
mounted one-sheets in the lobbies of the
hotels, distributed 10,000 bookmarks in the public libraries and persuaded them to display stills from the
film in the reading rooms.
Professor Hastings of Brown University

^HE

with a 120-foot banner. This flying was
done at noon hour each day for a week
before the opening.

GN HAS COMMERCIAL
TIEUPS AVAILABLE
New

York — Exhibitors

will benefit from

a number of commercial tieups on
Hours’ Leave” and “Girl Meets Boy”
these Grand National pictures are
for booking. American Legion and
veteran organization groups have

“23 y2
when
ready
other
been

contacted
feature

by the company to assure cooperation for showings of the first-named
and several advertising campaigns

for children’s clothing have been effected
by Grand National on “Girl Loves Boy.”
Parents’ Magazine is devoting considerable space to this picture in its May issue
and is distributing newsstand cards to its
dealers plugging the picture because of
the juvenile leads, Buster Phelps and
Patsy

O’Connor.
LAST

SHOW

Hollywood — An

“A”

NOTICE
board

in front

of

Grauman’s Egyptian here notifies “Last
Complete Show Has Not Started Yet.”

Temple in Rocheslooked more like a

rogue’s gallery rather than
Reason was that Manager

a theatre lobby.
Harry Holt, in

exploiting Warner’s “Midnight Court,”
borrowed real criminal flyers from the local postoffice, then proceeded to tack them
onto bulletins which were placed in the

larger

lectured on “Michael Strogoff” during the
engagement, and three of the larger department stores dressed their windows
with Russian blouses and a card with copy
for the picture.
Attracting the most attention from the
general public, however, was the airplane,
engaged by Brown, which flew over Providence, Pawtucket and other nearby towns

lobby of the RKO
ter, N. Y., recently

theatre
Running

past

Constitution

lined up

along

Ave., Washington,

crowds

fleet-

footed waitresses
“waiterthron”

near the finish of the

or waiter’s race in con-

nection with the opeyiing

of “History

Is Made at Night” at Keith’s Theatre.
Manager Hardie Meakin arranged this
stunt.

CROWDS

FLOCK

WAITERS'

TO
CONTEST

Washington, D. C. — A “waiterthron” in
connection with the opening of “History
Is Made at Night” at Keith’s Theatre here,
made the front pages in local papers and
caused crowds to jam Constitution Ave.
during one of the greatest publicity
stunts staged here in a long time. The Walter Wanger production being about a
headwaiter and a chef, Hardie Meakin,
manager of Keith’s, rounded up 85 waiters
from seven leading Washington hotels
who were willing to participate in a race
to prove supremacy in prompt service.
Constitution Ave. was blocked off, and at
the sound of the gun contestants were off,
a steaming hot plate of soup clutched in
each

hand.

It was -a swell stunt.

BAKERY

TIEUP

FOR

KIDDIES

San Antonio, Tex. — Johnny Floore of
the Texas Theatre provided a special Saturday morning kiddie show in a tieup
with a local bakery which bought the house
flat for $100. For this show a special
program was booked.

lobby. Since the picture deals primarily with the problem of crime. Manager Holt captioned the attention-compelling display with the provocative question,

“Can

you turn

claim

the reward? Come and see ‘Midnight Court’ to learn whether crime pays.”

in any

of these crooks

and

Attention grabber pulled by Warnermen
Herb Copelan and Sid Blumeiistock before
the opening of “The King and the Chorus
Girl” at the Stanley in Atlantic City consisted of a four-page herald announcing
in bold type that an “Ex-King Weds” and
that the “Newlyweds Will Visit in Atlantic City Soon.” Heralds were passed out
at busy city intersections and corners.
Over a two-week stretch Manager Noble
Arnold of the Carolina, Durham, N. C., fed
his film patrons partial takes of pretty
Deanna Durbin in a teaser trailer until
the entire likeness of the young Universal
star was offered for consumption. The idea
was

used

to exploit Deanna’s

picture, “Three

Smart

smash

debut

Girls.”

Metro’s vibrant motion picture epic,
“The Good Earth,” by last week was a living part of Kansas City. For two weeks
prior to roadshowing the film, trailers announcing the coming of the picture, were
carried on the Loew’s Midland screen.
Luxurious oil paintings and compelling
Chinese displays were arranged for the
lobby.

Four

attractive

sing-song

girls were

hired to walk Kansas City’s busy streets
and distribute Chinese lucky coins. An adcaster on the city’s main intersection drew
plenty of attention from the ready curious.
Telegrams and letters were sent to a select mailing list. Innumerable book store
and window tieups were effected. Giant
billboards

announced

For which
teer, Claud
Cash

the

credit goes
Morris.

and

ticket

film’s coming.

to Metro’s

prizes

were

exploiawarded

by Manager J. R. Rogers of the Fox, Phoenix, Ariz., for the three best 50-word scenarios based on three love scenes from
20th-Fox's “Lloyds of London.” Contest
was promoted in conjunction with a local
sheet and created considerable interest.

Riders

dressed in Russian cossack costumes covered principal streets of

Rochester, N. Y., as part of exploitation campaign arranged by W. W. Risley, manager of RKO Palace. Title and
playdate

were given on horses’ blankets.
BOXOFFICE

:: April 17, 1937.
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AND USHER

Harnessed Hen

BALLYN. Y."DANGEROUS"
— One of the features

Syracuse,

of J. J. Weber’s livewire campaign on
“She’s Dangerous’’ created considerable excitement in downtown streets and attracted

Race for "Girls"

CoNNEAUT,

plenty of attention to the picture’s showing at the Strand here, although the stunt
cost Weber nothing.

Ohio

The

stunt was a “mystery girl” masquerading as Tala Birell, star of the picture, escorted by motorcycle police down
the main highways. Weber induced his
cashier to pose as Tala, dressed in a highcollared sealskin coat, a luxurious muff
and a half mask. The coat was loaned by
a local furrier and the muff was the

New

York — Backed

up

by a promotion

campaign which started with a series of
ads in Esquire and other magazines and
followed up with newspaper ads in key
cities when the picture plays “Top of the
Town,” a new game inspired by and patterned after Universal’s musical of the
same name, is proving a new fad and also
a great selling aid to the picture.
The object of the game is to move the
“stars” from the bottom to the “Top of
the Town,” paralleling the situation in the
picture whereby the stars try to move up
from the Coral Cove in the basement of
a large office building to the Moonbeam
Room above the city skyline. The “stars”
are checkers adorned with heads of the
film’s featured players, and the checkerboard contains a futuristic pyramid with
the title in large letters across the top.
In New York one of the largest department stores gave over an entire counter to
the game with plenty of display cards,
stills and lobby cards from the picture.

Harnesses Weather
Rochester,

N.

Y. — Quick

to

turn

his idea from a “Stranger Than Fiction”
short subject which featured the widelypublicized fighting hens, which are equipped with metal specs.

weather during Rochester’s
snowfall of the season.
BOXOFnCE
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In connection loith the showing of
GB's “Head Over Heels in Love” Herb
Jennings, manager of the RKO Keith
Theatre, White Plains, N. Y., secured
a prominent window spot in a local
five-and-ten-cent store for the “best
guessers” contest on Jessie Matthews
pins. Theatre tickets were given as
prizes.

SELLS DOG SHORT
WITH DIRECT APPEAL
Rochester,

Ads

N. Y. — In conjunction

with

the “National Be Kind to Animals” week,
Lester Pollock, manager of Loew’s Rochester, exploited the Pete Smith short, “Wanted— a Master,” by addressing 1,500 cards
to dog owners in this city. Copy on the
card reminded patrons that “Be Kind to
Animals” week was being nationally observed and that “Wanted a Master” was
the first amateur film ever to achieve
recognition, is packed full of human interest appeal especially to lovers of dogs. Closing paragraph said : “We urge you to see it.”

Simulated flames, created by a small
red bulb back of a revolving wheel
similar to those used in artificial
fireplaces, drew attention to this huge
animated display, 8x4 foot, in a Fifth
Avenue Postal Telegraph window during the run of “Fire Over England”
at the Radio City Music Hall, Hew
York.

Attract

A campaign of teaser newspaper ads
whetted the appetites of Durham, N. C.,
fans for a glimpse of “Three Smart Girls.”
Noble Arnold, manager of the Carolina,
ran ads every day for two weeks in advance
of the showing, the first using a photo of
Deanna Durbin with only a portion of her
face showing. More and more of her features were revealed with each successive
ad, the copy reading:

the

quirks of the weather man into selling
aids for his forthcoming pictures, Lester
Pollock, manager of Loew’s Rochester here,
treated his patrons to the unusual sight
of signs which from a distance merely
read “MAYTIME,” placed on banks of
snow near the theatre. Closer inspection
revealed the names of the stars, theatre
and playing date of a picture with a title
suggesting the very antithesis of the

Smart

was given a banner plugging the attraction, three goggled chickens in dog harness and leashes were turned over to them
and they raced down the main street from
the City Hall to the theatre. Weppler got

Teaser

"TOP OF TOWN"
GAME AIDS SELLING

“Three

As one of the features of his “Three
Smart Girls” campaign, E. L. Weppler,
manager of Shea’s State here, staged a
three-girl race, choosing his entrants from
65 girls who applied in answer to a want
ad in the local paper. Each of the trio

cashier’s own with title, theatre and playdate advertised on it.
“Tala” rode around town in a 1937
Packard sedan promoted in return for
cards on door windows reading; “ ‘She’s
Dangerous’ Now at the Strand But Everyone Is Safe in the New Packard.” One of
Weber’s ushers, dressed as a footman, rode
beside the chauffeur and whenever the car
stopped he jumped out and opened the
door for the lovely passenger.

NEW

— As

Girls” continues to roll up cheering grosses
and extended runs throughout the country
some of the original and interest-creating
stunts come to light, many of these being
adaptable to other pictures stressing the
youthful angle.

“Here’s a Girl You’ll

Never
Forget!”
Manager
Joe Borenstein and his assistant, Joe Miklos, of the Embassy Theatre,
New Britain, Conn., featured specially-baked cakes named after Deanna Durbin in
the store windows of a local bakery company for their campaign on “Three Smart
Girls.” A huge Deanna Durbin cake was
placed on display in the theatre lobby to
be awarded to the youngster on a local
kiddie radio program receiving the most
votes. The entire “Kiddie Revue” cast
was invited to see the picture as the theatre’s guests. Stunts received radio plugs.
SEHD

IN

YOUR IDEAS.
THEY MAY HELP

ANOTHER.

This

scene

shows

the crowd

drawn

by the United Public Markets, Pawtucket, R. I., to the Bank Day cash
giveaway

at 10 a. m., March

9.

our store at 7:30 p. m., Tuesday,

March

16.

“Prior to the time we started Bank Day,
our business on Tuesday evening was not
very heavy. On the night of our first
drawing on March 16 at 7:30 p. m., we
estimated the crowd at about 3,000. On
our second drawing on March 23, at 7:30
p. m., we estimated the crowd at over
5,000.
“Our

business has shown a decided increase. As a matter of fact in two weeks’
the plan has shown an increase of

time

approximately 12 1/2 per
weekly business.

cent

over

our

“We believe that your plan is by far
the greatest promotional plan we have ever
seen operate, and we know that it not only
builds business but builds goodwill as well.
“We

Showmen See Bank Night
in a Competitive Role
By

BRAD

ANGIER

apart from the giveaway, the only idea being to bring out the crowds.

Boston — Bank Night, the "Bad Boy" of
the motion picture business, has occasionally parried theatrical rebuffs with
threats to run away from its parental film
home. While such talk has been regarded
in no serious light, there has always been
some doubt as to just what would happen
if, by some freak of circumstances. Bank
Night should quit the cinema domicile.
Massachusetts

and

Rhode

Island

film

men,

where Bank Night is already operating in stores in four cities, are having a
practical opportunity to witness just how
much dynamite may be contained in the
Affiliated Enterprises, Inc., chatter.
Admitting

that

the

complaints

made

against Bank Night by its severest celluloid critics may be justified, as many of
them no doubt are, the impartial question
arises about just how much damage this
cash plan can do to theatre business if
operated in competition with it. Also to
be considered, if the film big boys couldn’t
control the “Bad Boy” while it was more
or less under their supervision, how can
they hope to counter it if it should leave
their ranks?
Escapes
Roy
holder
has

Lottery

Stigma

E. Heffner, Bank Night franchise
in New England and Philadelphia,

placed Bank Night in stores in Pawtucket, Rhode Island, and in Lawrence,

Quincy, and Fall River, Mass. He is working on other such tieups. Bank Night operation by such commercial houses entirely escapes any possible lottery stigma,
as registration and attendance at drawings is entirely free. Purchases made at
the store in question are separate and
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The

are glad

to recommend

it to any

store which might be interested.”
It is something to think about.

NO LETUP IN WAR
ON NAZI PICTURES
New York — Answering press dispatches
from Berlin which described the boycott
against

the French UFA-financed “Amphitryon” as a "failure” in the United States,
the Joint Boycott Council of the American

Jewish Congress this week denied this was
in accordance with the facts and renewed

Chamber of Commerce, whose organization has often been associated with
Bank Night opposition, had this to say
about the cash plan as used in Quincy.
A letter from E. J. MacEwan, secretary of
the Quincy Chamber of Commerce, is
quoted in its entirety:

said that the German film press was “rejoicing over the failure” of the boycott,
“one paper hailing it as a ‘great moral
victory for a German film in the United

"I am very much interested in following
the progress of Bank Day which has been
held each week since last spring in the
City of Quincy.

In a statement to Boxoffice, Dr. R. S.
Marcus, associate director of the Council,

"It might interest you to know that, in
my opinion, each Tuesday morning looks
like Saturday afternoon along our main
street. About 9:30 a. m. you commence
to see streams of women headed toward
Quincy Square from all sections of the city,
many carrying empty shopping bags that
are filled when they return home.
"As a judge of many drawings, I must
also say that I have never seen such goodnatured enthusiasm and interest as displayed by those who are waiting for the
winning name to be called.
“Frankly, I have never seen anything
like Bank Day as a means of promoting
mid-week interest in shopping. I very
much appreciate the opportunity I had as
a judge to get first-hand information on
these events. I wish to assure you that
the Quincy Evening News which sponsored
the event showed great vision and should

its pledge

Film

“As you

know,

we

started

Bank

Day

Was

production
York

Times

Withdrawn

Theatre here after only a week’s run as a
result of a systematic picketing campaign.
He recalled that the film received similar
treatment last fall at the 55th
house, despite a fine reception
New York newspaper critics.

St. Playfrom the

“Should the Globe Distributing Co.,
which has the American rights to the picture, attempt again to exhibit it in New
York or anywhere else, the Council will
picket the theatres,” Dr. Marcus said. “The
German press has a right to express its
opinions, if it finds any consolation in the
facts as it states them and if it considers
the results a moral victory for a German
film. Let me say that they will achieve
many such ‘victories,’ since the Council
will boycott every production tainted with
influence.”

Enthusiastic

Nor is such success located solely in
this Bay State locality. A letter from W.
E. Donovan, manager of the Super Store
in Lawrence, reads in toto:

every

pointed to
the fact that “Amphitryon”
”
recently
States.’ was withdrawn from the Belmont

Nazi
be congratulated.”
Store-Owner

to “boycott

tainted with Nazi influence.”
A Berlin cable to the New

Berlin

Picture Pleases

—

Official Germany

was

pleased

with the premiere on March 24 of “Daughters of Samurai,” a film emphasizing Germany’s and Japan’s doctrine of “blood and

in
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A CHECK-UP

ON

CURRENT

RELEASES

U

Numerals Following Title Indicate Running Time. Unless Otherwise Specified, Dcrtes are 1935. Letter in Parenthesis Indicates Suitability Classification.
(A) Adult. (F) Family. (I) Juvenile. Dale is National Release. Numerals
Following

Date Indicate Production

Number.

Columbia
Beloved Vagabond, The (68) — Drama, with music.
An architect who gives up a career and worldly
success for the life of a vagabond singer tries
to resume his place in society but goes back to
a
real but humble
love. Maurice Chevalier,
Margaret Lockwood, Betty Stockfield. Director,
Kurt Bernhardt.
(F). Dec. 14, ’36. (7019).
Counterfeit Lady (60) — Action drama.
A girl who
steals a
valuable gem
gets caught but after
disclosing that it had previously been stolen
from her father causes the arrest of the real
thieves. Ralph Bellamy, Joan Perry, Douglass
Dumbrille. Director, D. Ross Lederman.
(F).
Dec. 31, ’36. (7032).
Criminals of the Air (..) — Romantic action drama.
A government undercover agent and a girl newspaper reporter accidentally combine forces to
quash the activities of a border smuggling gang.
Rosalind Ke'ith, Charles Quigley, Rita Cansino.
Director, C. C. Coleman jr. (F). April 30, '37.
Devil Is Driving, The (..) — Drama.
An unscrupulous attorney, elected district attorney, wages
a safe driving campaign but is disbarred upon
confessing his past dishonesty. This wins him
the girl he loves and an honest job. Richard
Dix. Joan Perry, Frank Wilson. Director, Harry
Lachman.
(F). May
21, ’37.
A
drama.
(74) — Romantic
Playground
DeviPs
woman
cheats with her husband's pal, making
enemies of the two former divers. Her confession reveals her heartlessness just in time for
the husband to save his pal, trapped in a submarine. Richard Dix, Dolores Del Rio. Chester
Morris. Director, Erie C. Kenton.
(A). Jan.
24, ’37. (7911).
Dodge City Trail (62) — Western. A ranch foreman
breaks up a gang which had refused to release
one of its members, the father of a girl who

unaware of his criminal activities. Charles Starrett, Marion Weldon, Donald Grayson. Director,
C.

Coleman

C.

jr. (F).

Feb.

5, ’37.

(7039)

Find

the Witness (57) — Action drama.
A newspaper man, wrongfully accused of double crossing
his informant, proves his innocence by unmasking a murderer. Charles Quigley, Rosalind Keith,
Henry Mollison. Director, David Selman.
(F).

Jan.

8. ’37.

(7030).

Frame-Up
(formerly Right Guy) (..) — Action drama. The chief of a racetrack detective bureau
uncovers a trail of crooked gamblers, bribery,
kidnaping, murder
and blackmail before stopping a scheme
to upset a sweepstakes. Paul
ICelly, Jacqueline Wells, George McKay.
Directtor, D. Ross Lederman.
(F). May 1, ’37.
I Promise to Pay (70) — Action drama. A hapless
clerk finds himself a victim of a loan shark
racket and risks his life to aid in bringing the
leader to justice. Chester Morris, Leo Carrillo,
Helen Mack.
Director, D. Ross Lederman. (F).
Apr^il 21, ’37. (7013).
Law of the Ranger (57) — Western. Two strangers
subdue a gang carrying on a re'ign of terror in
order to gain control of valuable water rights.
Bob. Allen, Elaine Shepard, John Morton. Di(7217).

rector, Spencer F.

Bennet.

(F).

Feb.

26,

*37.

League of Frightened Men
(..) — Mystery drama.
A sleuth goes through a maze of escapades before uncovering the man responsible for a series
of murders among
members
of a college fraternity. Walter Connolly, Lionel Stander, Irene
Hervey.
Director, Alfred Green,
(F). May
25, ’37.
Let’s Get Married (68) — Romantic
drama.
The
daughter of a social-climbing politician bolts at
the marriage that has been “fixed” for her and
turns to a meterologist whose weather perdictions make
him famous.
Ralph Bellamy, Ida
Lupino, Reginald Denny. Director, Alfred Green.
(F). Mar. 25, ’37. (7016).
More Than a Secretary (77) — Romantic drama. A
spinster rehabilitates an editor and his magazine but he falls for another, announces their
engagement
and causes the spinster to switch
affections to the editor’s friend. Jean Arthur,
George
Brent, Lionel Stander.
Director, A1
Green. (F). Dec. 21, ’36. (7012).
Parole Racket
(62) — Action drama.
A detective
has himself sent to prison in order to get to the
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bottom of a ring responsible for the wholesale
paroling of prisoners and finds that his man Is
the head of the parole board. Paul Kelly, Rosalind Keith, Thurston Hall. Director, C. C. Coleman jr. (F). March 4, '37. (7027).
Racketeers in Exile (65) — Drama.
A minister’s son,
turned big-shot racketeer, returns home.
Although his mob insists on action, the influence
of a childhood sweetheart and his early religious training makes
him reform. George Bancroft. Evelyn Venable, Wynne
Gibson. Director,
Erie Kenton. (F). Mar. 30, ’37. (7016).
Rio Grande Ranger
(55) — Western.
A
ranger is
sent into dishonest ranchers’ territory to lure
the leaders across the border where the troopers can legally arrest them.
Bob Allen, Iris
Meredith, Paul Sutton, Director, Spencer Gordon Bennett. (F). Dec. 11, ’36. (7211).
Speed Mad
(..) — Action drama.
Unscrupulous interests intent on having tkeir entry win a speed
boat race try various methods to keep a rival
out of the way, but law, order and love prevail. Rosalind Keith, George
Meade, George
Ernest. Director, D. Ross Lederman.
(F). Mar.
20. ’37.
Speed to Spare (formerly Racing Luck)
(..) —
Action drama.
The differences of two speedway
drivers are settled when
the younger one discovers that the other, whose seemingly arbitrary
actions were really for the best, is his brother.
Dorothy Wilson, Charles Quigley, Eddie Nugent.
Director, Lambert Hillyer. (F). April 15. ’37.
Thunder in the City (76) — Comedy drama. A Mgh
pressure American salesman, fired and told to
go to England to learn about dignified selling
methods,
uses his dynamic
personality and
charming disregard for accepted customs to conquer the inhibitions of the Old World.
Edward
G. Robinson, Lull Deste, Nigel Bruce. Director,
Marion Gering. (F). April 25. ’37. (7014).
Trapped (formerly Raiding Guns) (65) — Western. In
an effort to avenge his brother's death, a cowboy accuses a crippled neighbor who
pretends
innocence. When
an attempt is made
on his
life

the cowboy, by proving the neighbor’s affliction false, pins the murder on him. Charles
Starrett, Peggy
Stratford. Robert Middlemass.
Director, Leon Barsha. (F). Mar. 5, ’37. (7204).
Trouble in Morocco (65) — Action drama.
A young
couple, rival newspaper reporters, decide to quit
attempting to scoop each other and get married
after their adventures almost cost them
their
lives among Arab gun runners. Jack Holt, Mae
Clarke, O. Henry
Gordon.
Director, Ernest
Schoedsack. (P). Mar. 27, ’37.
Two
Gun
Law
(56) —
Western.
The
adopted
son of a bandit who
tries to go straight sets
everything to rights when schemers try to expose him by
presenting damaging
evidence.
Charles Starrett, Peggy Stratford, Ed Le Saint.
Director, Leon Barsha. (P). April 7, '37. (7205).
Venus Makes
Trouble (..) — Romantic
drama.
A
small-town promoter comes to the big city, almost starves, becomes successful and then is
made the victim of an unscrupulous real estate
operator. But an idea turns a swampland
into
a “dream city” and success again. James Dunn,
Patricia Ellis, Gene Morgan.
Director, Gordon

TQatUtQ6
Maricle. Director:
28, ’37. (7012).
COMING

Gordon

Wiles.

(F).

Jan.

Wyatt,

Ed-

RELEASES:

Awful Truth, The — Irene Dunne.
Lost Horizon — Ronald Colman, Jane
ward Everett Horton.

Once a Hero — Richard Dix, Joan Perry.
Shooting Showdown — Charles Starrett
bara Weeks.
Sound of Your Voice — Grace
lamy.
With
Best Regards — Claire
TITLE
Right

and

Bar-

Moore.
Trevor,

Ralph

Bel-

CHANGES:

Guy,

Miss Casey
FIELD.

changed
at

the

to

THE

Bat,

FRAMEUP.

changed

to

FIELDER'S

First National
Draegerman
Courage (60) — Drama
of the heroic
work
of rescue squads in the event of mine
disasters, depicting a recent Nova Scotia cavein. Jean Muir, Barton MacLane, Henry O’Ne'ill.
Director, Louis King. (F). May 15, '37.
Gold Diggers of 1937 (95) — Musical comedy.
A
theatrical producer whose partners would like to
benefit from his insurance money stages a smash
show in spite of efforts to get him out of the
way. Dick Powell, Joan Blondell, Victor Moore,
Glenda Farrell. Osgood Perkins. Director, Lloyd
Bacon. (F). Dec. 26, ’36.
Green Light (85) — Drama.
A
young doctor assumes responsibility for a death from an operation to keep above reproach the name
of the
surgeon he worships.
Resigned, he takes up
work
to eliminate an epidemic scourage and,
near

death, he is saved by the man
he protected. Errol Flynn, Margaret Lindsay, Anita
Director, Frank
Borzage.
(F). Feb.

Louise.

Guns of the Pecos (56) —
20. ’37.
Ranger foils the plot
tent on seizing some
of a murdered man.
Anna

Nagel.

Musical

western.

A

Texas

of a band of outlaws inproperty left to the niece
Dick Foran, Eddie Acuff.

Director,

Noel

Smith.

(F).

Jan.

Her
Husband’s
Secretary (58) — Drama.
A
girl
2. ’37.
about to become married asks her fiance to hire
her friend as secretary. The
girl finds her
friend to be disloyal but, in the face of damaging evidence, stands by her husband. Jean Muir,
Beverly Roberts, Warren
Hull. Director, Frank
McDonald. (F). Mar. 20, ’37.
Little Buckaroo, The (58) — Western. Justice comes
to a thriving town when a crusading lawyer who
had
been thwarted in staking his land rush
claim
David
15.

pins a murder on the same man
responsible for his loss. Dick Foran, Jane Bryan,
Carlyle. Director, Noel Smith. (F). May

Marked

Woman
(96) — Action drama.
The organizer of “clip joints” and his ruthless methods,
responsible for a trial of murders and kidnapings, is rubbed out when
a group of girls risk
their lives by testifying against him.
Bette
Davis, Humphrey
Bogart, Isabel Jewell. Director. Lloyd Bacon.
(A). April 10. ’37.
in Exile (60) — Romantic
drama.
The
intrigues of cunning minds intent on getting control of a government involve an attempted South
American
revolution, the mystery of an island
inhabited by fleeing criminals, a huge arms and
ammunition
smuggling
plot and
a
romance.

Wiles. (F). May 14, ’37.
Westbound
Mail (58) — Western. A disguised federal officer comes along in time to spoil the
plans of a gang intent on wresting a gold mine
a g-lT'i Charles Starrett. Rosalind Keith.
Edward
Keane.
Director, Folmer
Blangsted.

Men

(F). Jan. 22, ’37. (7203).
When
You’re in Love (110) — Musical. A foreign
opera star marries an acquaintance so that she
may re-enter this country, and what was meant
to be a business deal turns out as real love.

Dick Purcell. June Travis, Alan Baxter. Director. John Villiers Farrow.
(F). April 3. ’37,
Mountain
Justice (83) — Drama.
A
young nurse
overcomes the prejudices of her hill-billy folk
and the stigma of a murder
charge to bring
modern medical science to the mountains. Josephine Hutchinson, George Brent, Guy Kibbee.

Grace
Feb.

Moore, Cary Grant, Alice
rector, Robert Riskin and Harry
27, 37. (7001).

MacMahon.
DiLachman.
(F).

Woman
in Distress (68) — Romantic drama.
A
woman
reporter and a rival newspaperman
are
thrown together, eventually for life, when
both
are sent on a story that winds up with an art
thief being apprehended.
May
Robson, Irene
Hervey, Dean
Jagger.
Director, Lynn
Shores.
(F). Jan. 17. '37. (7028).
Women
of Glamour
(70) — Drama.
A
wealthy
young painter meets a night club girl and transforms her views against the odds of fiance and
family so that she marries him and enters his
world. Virginia Bruce, Meivyn Douglas, Leona

Director, Michael Curtiz. (F). April 24, ’37.
Once a Doctor (58) — Drama.
The shameless philbrother’s

andering of a
career

doctor’s son
as a surgeon

causes his foster
to be ruined. In

an emergency the latter saves his benefactor’s
life and he is reinstated. Donald Woods, Gordon
Oliver, Jean Muir. Director, William Clemens,
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Penrod
and 23,
Sam
The
scrapping
(F). Jan.
’37. (64) — Drama.
sons of a banker and his employe cause the
latter to be fired. There
is forgiveness all
around,
headed

however,
by

the

when

employe’s

the
son

juvenile

get

credit

G-Men
for

cap-

TQatutQ5

THE

turin^ the bank robbers. Billy Mauch. Frank
Craven, Spring Byington. Director, William McGann
(F). Feb. 27, ’37.
The
Prince and the Pauper, The ill5) — Drama.
story of two hoys, a
Twain
celebrated Mark
prince child of fortune and a pauper child of
are ntade victims of
misfortune, both of whom
adult political intrigue and criminal rapacity.
twins. Errol Flynn, Claude Rains. DiMauch
rector, William Keighley. (F). May 8, ’37.
The
Sing Me a I.ove Song (79) — Musical comedy.
a clerk
heir to a department store pretends he’s
he’s
When
in order to avoid social climbers.
forced to reveal his true identity, the store girl
but
he has fallen for misconstrues his intentions
Ellis,
Its all cleared up. James Melton. Patricia
Raymond
Director.
Pitts.
Zasu
Herbert.
Hugh

9, ’37.
The hazards e.’cperienced durSlim (..) — Drama.
ing the life of adventure surrounding two men
Pat
working as high tension electrical linemen.
DiO’Brien, Henry Fonda, Margaret Lindsay.
Ray
Enright. (F). May 1. 3(.
rector,
Jan.

(F).

Enright.

Holiday (SO) — Romantic drama. A mannea
quin is ricocheted to international fame as
the
fashion arbiter by an adventurer who, in
a
m
involved
become
to
transition, causes her
She is cleared
scandalous financial swindle.

Stolen

she loves. Kay Franaccepted by the man
Michael
cis, Claude Rains, Ian Hunter. Director,
Curtiz. (F). Feb. 6. ’37.
romance.
That Man’s Here Again (..) — Dramatic
surmountA hapless young girl goes through life
happifinds
she
ing numerous obstacles until
ness with the lad that first befriends her. Mary
Director,
Brown.
Tom
Herbert.
Maguire, Hugh
and

Louis

King.

COMIKG

(F).

Apr.

17. ’37.

Kimberley',

The — tVarner

Baxter,

Bogart.
San Quentin — Pat O’Brien, Humphrey
Slight Case of ^larder, A — Ed. G. Robinson.
.Slim — Pat

O'Brien,

Story of Emile
Hutchinson.
Stuttering
Dvorak.
Talent

Henry

Bishop,

TITLE

Muni,

The — Donald
Woods.

Josephine

Woods,

Jeanne

Ann

Madden.

CH.VNGES:

Strip,

changed

GB

to THE

LITTLE

BUCK-

(F) Mar. 15, ’37. (3614)
Herbert Wilcox.
rnusic. A
with
(75) — Farce
Everytjody Dance
gets into a series of compliqueen
night club
cations when she assumes the role of a lady

to play hostess to her sister’s children.
Courtneidge. Ernest Truex, Percy Parsons. Director, Charles Relsner. (F). Feb. 15.
’37. (3613).
Heatl Over Heels in Love (81) — Romantic musical.
A
cabaret singer, reduced to poverty, chooses
she has scorned (or another. Jessie
the man
farmer
Cicely

Matthews, Louis Borell, Robert Flemyng, Whitney Bourne. Director, Sonny Hale. (F). Feb.
20. ’37. (3(>04).
King Solomon’s .Mines ( . . ) — Adventure. Members
of an expedition in search of a rich diamond
mine convince opposing natives of their supernatural powers when
an eclipse of the moon
comes to their aid. Cedric Hardwicke, Anna
Lee, Roland Young.
Director, Robert Stevenson.
(F). April 15, ’37.
doctor who
A
Living Ihingerously (69) — Drama.
has achieved success after being wrongfully accused by his former partner kills the latter after
threats of blackmail, but is exonerated. Otto
Kruger, Leonora Corbett. Francis Lister. Director Herbert Brenon. (A), Dec. 1, ’36. (3617)
The murderof Affairs (70) — Action drama.
ers of an Eastern ruler intent on gaining control
the twin
of the country are apprehended when
brother of the British Foreign Secretary takes a
HerDirector,
Ray.
Rene
hand. George Arliss,

Man

bert Mason. (F). Jan. 20, ’37. (.3606).
River of Unrest (69) — Drama
of the Irish rebellion. An English officer in love with an Irish
girl releases her by assuming blame of her rebel
brother’s death upon realizing she loves another.
John Lodge. John Loder, Antoinette Cellier. Director, Brian Desmond
Hurst. (F). Jan. 15. ’37.
(3621).
Silent Barriers (100) — Drama,
of the perils and
hazards which threatened abandonment
of the
building of the Canadian. Pacific railroad, an
amazing engineering feat. Barry Mackay. AnDirector, Milton
tionette Cellier, Roy Emerton.
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(F).

Apr.

L

’37.

a

Honey-moon

(67) — Comedy

mystery,

Two

Woman

.\lone (75) —
Mystery. A
London
theatre owner, actually the pawn
of a
terrorist
band, causes fiendish destruction until discovery
his wife drives her to kill him. Sylvia Sidney, Oscar Homolka, John Loder. Director, Alfred Hitchcock. (A). Jan. 1, ’37. (3601)

You’re in the Army
Now
(83) — Comedy
drama.
By a chain of circumstances a smalltime racketeer is forced to live up to the traditions of
the British army, makes good, and dies a hero.
Wallace Ford, John Mills, Anna Lee. Director,
Raoul Walsh.
Mar. 1, ’37. (3620)
COMING
Coins

for

KELE.YSES:

Candles — Nova

Pilbeam.

New

York — Anna

Lee,

June

Desmond

Clyde.
Tester.

Granid National
Arizona Day's (52) — ^Western. A
theatrical ambitions joins a local

cowbody
with
troupe. Wlxen

Bo.v (formerly Two Shall Meet) (70) —
The daughter of a widowed seamstress
the wholesome
influence that redeems
from his evil ways. Eric
Roger Imhoff. Director,

Duncan
Mansfield. (F) Mar. 20. ’37. (124)
G<dd Racket, The (..) — Action drama.
A federal
agent and his wife assume disguises to obtain
the evidence that convicts a
gang
of gold
smugglers. Conrad Nagel, Eleanor Hunt, Fuzzy
Knight. Director, Louis J. Gasiner. (F). April
10, ’37. (138).
Guy

(73) — Action

drama.

Ex-pugilist

with

a

city

job who refuses to “play ball” with racketeers is threatened, causing him to get evidence that causes their arrest. Janies Cagney,
Mae
Clarke. James
Burke.
Director, John G.

Blystone. (F). Dec. 25, ’36. (101).
Hats Off (66) — Romantic drama.
A young couple,
rival press agents for expositions, play a nip

(3608).

Payne,
Jan.

Helen

9, ’37.

Headin’
range

Lynd.

Director,

Boris

Petroff.

(F).

(108).

for the Rio Grande
(60) — Western.
A
rider joins hands with the sheriff in exterminating a gang of rustlers using modern

racketeering methods. Tex
art. Warner Richmond.

Ritter, Eleanor StewDirector, Robert N.

Bradbury.
(F). Dec. 15, ’36. (146)
HittiiT the Trail (62) — Western.
The head of a
horse-rustling gang
uses an
innocent cowboy
as a “front” to
but the cowboy

frame a wealthy ranch-owner,
rights matters and gets the

ranchowner’s daughter. Tex Ritter, Jerry Bergh,
Tommy
Bupp. Director, R. N. Bradbury.
(F).
March

20, ’37.

(149)

Killers of the Sea (..) — Adventure. The undersea
encounters of Capt. Wallace Casewell In his determination to make the Gulf of Mexico a safer
body of water. Non-professional cast. (F). Apr.
7, ’37. (135).
Navy

Spy

(62) — -Action drama.
A federal investigator risks his life to save the girl who supplies the clue that helps him locate a missing
navy man, inventor of a valuable fuel. Conrad
Nagel, Eleanor Hunt, Judith Allen. Director,

Crane Wilbur. (F).
Romance
and Riches

Mar. 27, ’37. (137).
(65) — Romantic
drama.

A

young millionaire, told he’s not man
enough to
make
his own
way, proves his advisors are
wrong, besides rehabilitating the life among the
poorer classes. Cary Grant,
Cawthorne.
Director, Alfred
27, ’37, (153)

Mary' Brian, Peter
Zeister- (F) Feb

Scotiand Y’ard Commands
(61) — Action drama.
A
retired navy commander
reluctantly cultivates
a girl’s friendship in order to learn, through her
brother, the activities of gun smugglers.
He
falls in love with the girl and with her help
clears the brother and smashes the smugglers,
Clive Brook, Victoria Hopper, Nora Swinburne.
Director, James Flood. (F). Jan. 23, ’37. (152),
Trouble in Texas (62) — Western. A cowboy entertainer wins the prize in a rodeo but is forced
to
Tex
R.
23(3.

with
some

Dared (85) — Drama.
Against a background of Czarist Russia and political intrigue
of a woman
faced with the dilemma of

confessing her own lack of virtue or of sending a man
to death. Anna
Sten, Henry Wilcoxon, Viola Keats. Director, Eugene
Frenke.
(A). April 30, ’37. (113).
We’ re in the Tzegioii Now
(65) — Action comedy.
Two reformed American gangsters, who join the
Foreign Legion to escape their former pals,
meet

plenty of trouble as well as some American girls, before they save the fort. Reginald
Denny. Esther Ralston. Director, Crane Wilbur.
(F).

Dec.

6, ’36.

(129).

KELKA8ES:

Blackic

Burke — Ken

clean

up the gang attempting to apply racketeering methods to the affair before collecting.
Ritter, Rita Cansino. Earl Dwire. Director.

N. Bradbury.
(F) Feb. 27, ’37. (148)
Hours Leave (75) — Action drama.
A cock-

Maynard.

Boots of Destiny — Ken
Maynard,
Dynamite — James
Cagney.

Claudia

Dell.

Government

Eleanor

Hunt.

Agent — Conrad

Grand Canyon —
Love Takes Flight — Bruce

the troupe’s property is burned he trails and
subdues the offenders, making
himself a local
hero. Tex Ritter, Ethelind Terry, Syd Saylor.
Director, Jack English. (F). Jan. 30. 37. (147).
Girl Loves
Drama.
provides

Who

it tells

Alias

Tauber,

RELEASES

sure army rookie bet.s he’ll have breakfast
general. He
accidentally discovers

COOTNG

Gangway — Jessie Matthews.
Land Without Music — Richard
Non-Stop

CURRENT

spies, becomes a hero, wins the general’s daughter and the bet. James Ellison, Terry Walker,
Morgan Hill Director, John G. Blystone. (F).
Mar. 27, ’37. (103)

that he’s an earl. Constance Cummings,
Hugh
Sinclair. Director, Albert de Courville. (F). Dec.
15, ’36. (3615).

by

ON

the

on the Edgar Wallace novel, “The Northing Tramp.” A girl marries a tramp, only to
discover through a chain of weird circumstances

and tuck game to “scoop” each other. When
it
appears the girl is getting the upper hand she
relents in favor of love. Mae
Clarke, John

Pictures

Backstage (70) — Musical. An obscure street singer
is discovered by an equally obscure girl dancer
He becomes famous but turns his
in a show.
cheek to admirer's in favor of the dancer. Anna
Director,
Neagle, Arihur Tracy, Tilly Losch.

Rosmer.

on

CHECK-UP

based

Great

Seout — Donald

Cherokee
AROO.

Fonda.

The — Paul

Zola,

Strangers

a friend’s wayward
son
Linden, Cecilia Parker,

KELE.VSES:

Gentleman Prom
Anita Louise.

COMPLETE

Marked 3Ioney — Conrad
Sliadow, The.

Nagel,
Cabot.

Nagel,

Eleanor

Hunt.

Sing, Cowboy, Sing — Tex Ritter.
Small Town Boy — Stuart Erwin.
Something

to

Sing

About.

Spy of Napoleon — Richard
Sweetheart of the Navy.
Tile
Girl
strong.

Said

Barthelmess,

No— Grace

Bradley.

Dolly

Haas.

Robert

Arm-

Metro-Golcdiwyn-Mayer
After the Thin Man
(110) — Comedy
mystery. The
man
who causes a series of murders when
his
fiancee marries another is tropped when a man
and woman,
sleuthing in the fiancee’s behalf,
put their heads together. William Powell, Myrna Loy, Elissa Landi. r)irector, W. S. Van Dyke.
(F). Dec. 25. ’36 .
(713).
Camille

(U5) — Drama.
An extravagant but penniless beauty, broken, in health, plunges into a
fatal round of mad
living to forget her lover.
Greta Garbo, Robert Taylor, Lionel Barrymore,
Lenore
1.
’37. Ulric.
(639). Director, George Cukor. (A). Jan.

Captains Courageous (125) — Drama. A millionaire's
spoiled son seeks solace with his father after
the fisherman, who
taught him about the real
things in life, is drowned Freddie Bartholomew,
Spencer Tracy, Lionel Barrymore. Director, Victor Fleming. (F). April 9. ’37. (717).
Dangerous Number
(70) — Drama.
The wife of a
young
silk merchant, constantly embroiled in
domestic disputes, resorts to some unique ruses
in order to hold him. Robert Young, Ann Sothern, Reginald Owen.
Director, Richard Thorpe.
(F). Jan. 22, '37. (718).
Day at the Kaees, A
(..) — Comedy.
The plot to
gain control of a sanitarium is foiled by a new
director, in reality a horse doctor, a jockey, an
ice-cream vendor and a horse. Marx Bros., Allan Jones, Esther Muir.
Director, Sam
Wood.
(F). May (62)
31,— ’37.
Espionage
Mystery drama.
Rival man
and
woman
reporters following a munitions magnate
for a
story, fall into plenty of trouble, get
scooped in the bargain, but find love instead.
Edmund

Lowe. Madge
Evans, Paul Lukas. Director, Kurt Neumann.
(F). Feb. 26, ’37. (723).
Family Affair, A
(68) — Drama.
A judge with a
spotless reputaGon succeeds in averting a false
attack upon him by a
blackmailer, who
also
planned
o convert a lucrative building project
to his own
means, which would have further
reflected upon the judge.
Lionel Barrymore,
Spring

Byington,

Cecilia

Parker.

Director,

George Seitz. (F). Mar. 12. ’37. (632).
General Spanky (73) — Comedy. A little orphan boy
and his tiny slave companion, with a band of
kids, rout the Northern army
that menacee
the regiment led by the kids’ hero. Phillip
Holmes, Rosina Lawrence, “Spanky” McFarland,
Ralph Morgan.
Directors, Fred Newmeyer
and
Onrdnn Doiierlas. (FI. Dec. 11. ’36. (714).
Good Old Soak (..) — Drama.
A retired business
man, wrongly accused and about to shoulder
the blame for a family disgrace, is exonerated
when

his

son

confesses

causing

the

rift.

Wal-

lace Beery, Janet Beecher, Una Merkel. DirecLast of Mrs. Cheyney, The (98) — Comedy
drama.
A woman
who is accepted by an exclusive English
set is swamped
with marriage proposals. Although she is discovered to be a thief one of her
admirers persuades her to be his wife. Joan
Crawford, William Powell, Robert Montgomery.
Director,

Mama

R. Boleslawski. (F). Feb. 19, ’37. (719).
rich manuA
Steps Out (71) — Comedy.
romantic
facturer, his culture-mad wife and

BOXOFFICE
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THE

COMPLETE

C H E C K - U P

daughter tour Europe until each get so much
more than they had aimed for that home looks
better than ever. Guy
Kibbee, Alice Brady,
Betty Furness. Director, George B. Seitz. (F).
Feb. 5. '37. (721).
Man
of the People (72) — Drama.
A
slum-born
youth battles his way through a maelstrom of
political opposition to become a legal power but
hi.s benefactors send him back to oblivion, ruined,
but happy that he has been a martyr to his
people.
Joseph
Calleia, Florence
Rice, Ted
Healy.
(716).

Director,

E.

D.

Marin.

(F).

Jan.

29, ’37.

Ma.vtime (134) — Operetta. A great opera star, now
old, tells the story of her life to a pair of quarrelsome lovers, setting them on the road to happiness. Jeanette MacDonald, Nelson Eddy, John
Barrymore.
Director, Robert Z. Leonard. (F).
Mar. 26, ’37. (720).
Night Must Fall (..) — Mystery drama.
The emotional turmoil of a girl in love with and under
the influence of an egomaniac, despite the fact
she knows him to be a murderer. Robert Montgomery, Rosalind Russell, Dame
May Whitney.
Director,
(727).
Nobody’s

Richard

Thorpe.

(A).

April

30,

’37.

Baby
(69) — Comedy.
Two
nurses attempt to shield an expectant mother, whose

husband, a
famous
dancer, didn’t want
the
world to know
he was married.
Patsy Kelly,
Lyda
Robert!, Lynne
Overman.
Director, Gus
Meins. (F). April 23, ’37. (729).
tor. J. Walter Ruben. (F). April 23, ’37. (728).
Parnell (..) — Drama.
The head of an Irish party
is forced to resign over the scandal provoked by
his

love

for the wife of one of his disloyal followers. Their marriage plans are cut short
he dies. Clark Gable, Myrna Loy, Edna
Oliver. Director, John Stahl, (F). May

when
May

28. ’37. (722).
Personal Property (88) — Romantic drama.
An exconvict is urged by his brother to leave town.
He does under protest but returns in time to stop
the latter’s marriage to the wrong girl — taking
her for himself. Jean Harlow, Robert Taylor,
Reginald Owen.
Director, W. S. Van Dyke.
(F)
Mar. 19, ’37. (725).
Sinner 'Pake All (78) — Mystery. A reporter traps
the man
responsible for a number
of murders,
designed that he might Inherit money left him
with which he hoped to win back his unfaithful
wife. Bruce Cabot, Margaret Lindsay. Director,
Errol Taggart. (F). Dec. 1. ’36. (’712).
Song of the City (68)— Drama.
Fate throws
penniless scion of society, about to marry

a
a

millionaire divorcee, amongst a group of fishermen. Intrigue, racketeering and social difference.«» fail to halt his love and marriaee to a
wharf

girl. Edward
Norris,
garet Lindsay. Director, E.

Jeffrey Deane,
Taggart, (F).

MarApril

2, ’37. (724).
They Gave Him a Gun (..) — Drama.
The triangle
of two war buddies and a nurse, who marries
one out of pity when told the other, who she
loved, is dead, is solved when the latter returns
to save her from a horrible fate. Spencer Tracy,
Gladys George, Franchot Tone. Director, W. S.
Van Dyke. (F). May 7, ’37. (731).
Under Cover of Night (72) — Mystery thriller. One
of a trio of aspirants for a professorship causes
a series of murders in his zealousness for the
post but 'is trapped. Ermund
Lowe, Florence
Rice, Henry Daniell. Director, George Seitz. (F).
Jan. 8, ’37. (715).
COMING
RELEASES:
Broadway
Tayl-s r.
Emperor’s
Rainer.
General
Good

MelcKly

—

Earth,

The — Paul

William

Muni,

Walevvska — Greta

Mazie

Kenyon,

Pick

a

Way

Out

You’ll

Powell,

Robert

Powell.

Luise

Hospital.

Marie

Star — Jack
Be

Married

Garbo,

Haley,

West — Laurel
by

Patsy

and

Luise

Boyer.

Kelly.

Hardy.

of an elephant upsets their plans to raid
ranch. Joe Cook. Larry Crabbe, June

a girl’s
Martel.

Director, James Hogan.
(F). Dec. 4, *36. (3621).
Borderland (83) — Drama.
A
Texas Ranger
accepts a disgraceful discharge in order to give
the impression he is on the outlaws’ side, and
after gaining their confidence brings their destruction. William Boyd, Jimmy Ellison, George

(8668).

Director,

Nate

Watt.

Escapes
the men

(F).

Feb.

26,

(67) — Mystery. A
she suspects as

’37.
girl
her

brother’s murderers is accidentally discovered by
a passerby, who releases and marries her. Ray
Milland, Heather Angel, Porter Hall. Director,
James

Hogan.

(F).

ever

the leader of the "hot” band that threatened her family’s livelihood. Gladys Swarthout,
MacMurray,
Jack Oakie. Director, A. E.

Fred

Sutherland. (F). Jan. 29, ’37. (3628).
Clarence (63) — Comedy.
A
war
veteran gets a
job with a
slightly psychopathic family and
before he’s through, aided by a saxaphone, order is restored and he wins himself a wife.
Roscoe Karns, Charlotte Wynters, Eugene
lette. Director, George Archainbaud.
(F).
12, ’37. (3632).

PalFeb.

College

Holiday (87) — Comedy.
A
group of college students take over a
defunct hotel and
try to establish a cult of Greek culture. Jack
Benny, George Burns, Gracie Allen, Mary Boland, Marsha Hunt, Martha Raye. Director, Ray
McCarey. (F). Dec. 25, ’36. (3623).

Crime Nobody Saw, The (72) — (formerly Danger,
Men Working) — Comedy
mystery drama.
Three
authors in search of a plot, with 18 hours to
complete the story, have a real murder mystery
dropped in their laps. They solve the case and
get their material. Lew Ayres, Ruth Coleman,
Benny
Baker.
Director, Charles Barton. (F).
March 19, ’37. (3635).
Doctor’s

Diary, A — (77) — Drama. Following the discharge of a doctor from a private hospital he
is brought back to fight a
paralysis epidemic
by the nurse he had earlier fired, and gives up
his fiancee to marry her. George Bancroft, Helen
Burgess, John Trent. Director, Charles Vidor.

(P). Jan. 22, ’37. (3627).
Her Husband Lies (formerly The Love Trap) (75)
— Drama.
A
big-shot gambler retires but gets
back into the game and pays for it with his life
in an effort to keep his brother from a similar
fate. Ricardo Cortez, Gail Patrick, Akim
Tamiroff. ((3636).
Director, Edward
Ludwig.
(F). Mar. 19,
*37.
Hills of Old Wyoming
ranchers succeed in
revealing
who used

(..) — Western.
A trio of
preventing an uprising by

the head of a
innocent Indians

cattle rustlers’ gang
to cover his activities.

William
I Met

Boyd, Gail Sheridan, George Hayes. Director, Nate Watt. (F). April 16. ’37. (3669).
Him
in Paris (..) — Romantic comedy drama. A young fiancee on a Parisian vacation is

pursued by two men.
The
eron steps aside to favor
friend and the prospective
when

one acting as chaphis friend, but the
husband get the air

the girl decides on the chaperon, Claudette Colbert, Melvyn Douglas, Robert Young. Di-

rector, Wesley Ruggles. (F). May 28, '37.
Can’t Take Money
(..) — Drama.
An interne befriends a
wounded
gang
leader who
helps him locate the missing daughter of the
widow
the interne falls in love with. Barbara
Stanwyck, Joel McCrea, Lloyd Nolan. Director,

Internes

Alfred Santell. (F). April 9, ’37. (3639).
John Meade’s Woman
(88) — Drama.
An unscrupulous lumber tycoon tries manipulating with wheat
but drouth and dust storms ruin him through his
earlier
George

refusal to reforestate the destroyed watersheds. Edward Arnold, Francine
Larrimore,
Bancroft.
Director, Richard
Wallace.

(F). Feb. 26, ’37. (3630).
King of the Gamblers (. .) — Action drama. A
paper reporter and a night club singer,

newswhile

searching for the latter’s girl friend, "get” the
racketeer responsible for her
disappearance.

Jan.

22, '37.

Trevor. Lloyd Nolan, Akim Tamiroff. Director, Robert Florey. (F). April 23, ’37. (3640).
Let’s Make a Million (65) — Comedy. A small-town
machinery dealer with some bonus money and a
date to get married runs up against some oldfashioned aunts and a pair of scheming promoters before he has his way. Edward
Everett
Charlotte

Wynters,

Porter

Hall.

Direc-

tor, Ray McCarey.
(F). Dec, 18, *36. (3622),
Maid of Salem (83) — Drama.
A woman
who helps
a political prisoner escape is adjudged a sorceress
on the accusation of a young girl. The prisoner
returns to clear his friend, himself and explode
the

Noon.

Paramount

Hayes.

R E L E A S E S

Champagne
Waltz (90) — Musical. Combining
old
Viennese waltzes and modern swing music; and
how the daughter of the waltz palace wins out

Horton,

Rainer.

Charles

Arizona Mahoney
(60) — Comedy.
The owner of a
small circus accidentally gets mixed
up between rival gangs of rustlers and with the help

Bulldog Drummond
held captive by

. C U R R E N T

Night

of Mystery, A (..) — Mystery drama.
A detective’s shrewd deductions lead to the man bent
on exterminating a family, who had succeeded
to the point where
only two girls were left.
Roscoe Karns, Helen Burgess, Grant Richards.

Director, E. A. Dupont. (F). May 14, ’37.
Outcast (73) —
Drama.
Although
cleared of
a
murder
charge a
doctor is so
hounded
that he takes refuge in a small town
where
his presence causes a
scandal with lynching
threats until he’s cleared. Warren
William,
Karen
Morley. Lewis Stone. Director, Robert
Florey. (F). Feb. 19, ’37. (3629).
Plainsman.
The
(115) — Historical drama.
The
period after the Civil War, when President Lincoln sought to make
the west safe for the pioneers, recounting the acti\ities of Wild
Bill
Hickok
and Buffalo Bill Cody, Gary Cooper,
Jean Arthur, James Ellison. Director. Cecil B.
deMille. (F). Jan. 1, ’37. (3624),
Swing High, Swing Low (95) — Comedy. Wliat happens to a trumpet player, fresh from the army,
and a dancer, turned manicurist, when they
get
together for mutual protection in Panama.
Car(36.34)
*37. ole
Lombard, Fred MacMurray,
Charles Butterworth. Director, Mitchell Leisen. (F). Mar
12

Trail Dust (77) — Western. Efforts to prevent
a
rancher from delivering his herd are
nipped
when the rancher discovers the head of a
band
of cattle thieves among his own outfit. William
Boyd, Jimmy
Ellison, George Hayes. Director,
Nate Watt. (F). Dec. 4, *36. (3667).
Turn Off the Moon (..) — Comedy
with music. A
department
store owner
afflicted with astrological influences marries his secretary in spite
of interference from the stars and troubles
ome
employes.
Charles Ruggles, Eleanore Whitney.
Johnny
Downs.
Director, Lewis Seiler
(F)

May 21.AA^edding
’37.
AVaikiki
(90) — Comedy
romance
with
music. The publicity man for a Hawaiian pineapple firm puts on a
contest, the winner of
which he falls in love with but not before a
kidnaping, fake robbery, volcano eruption and
other complications beset them.
Bing Crosby,
Bob Bums, Martha Raye. Director, Frank Tuttle. (F). Mar.
COMING

Angel — Marlene
Artists

and

Double

or

Easy

26, *37.

Dietrich,

Models — Jack

Exclusive — Fred
Forlorn River.

Gainbini,

terson.
Last
Train

From

Tamiroff,

Lynne

Madrid — Gail

Madonna — Warren

Mountain

Music — Bob

Souls of
Frances

the Sea —
Dee.

John

Martha

Trent.
Ran-

Overman.

Patrick,

Cooper,

Morley,

Dunne,

William.

Burns,
Gary

Parmer.

The — Karen

Carrillo,

rell.
Midnight

Raye.

Milland.

Handsome — Irene

Haywire — Leo

Lamour.

Martha

Frances

Yard,

The — Akim

AA’ide and
dolph Scott.

Hotel

Ray

MacMurray,

Marshall.

Dorothy

Crosby.

Arthur,

Girl From
Scotland
Robert Baldwin.

High,

Herbert
Benny,

Nothing — Bing

Living — Jean

Great

(3637).

RELEASES:

John
Mady

PatCor-

Raye.
George

Raft,

Claire

of 1937- — Eleanor

Candlesticks

ON

(3626).

"witch” scare. Claudette Colbert, Fred MacMurray, Harvey Stephens. (F). Feb. 19, ’37. (3631)
Make W^ay for Tomorrow
(..) — Drama.
The elderly mother and father of children upon whom
they are dependent are shunted back and forth,
but survive the indignities and vicissitudes even
though they must be separated forever. Victor
Moore, Beulah
Bondi, Fay Bainter. Director,
Leo McCarey.
(F). April 30, ’37. (3641).
Mind
Your
Own
Business (75) — Comedy.
Meek
columnist on a paper accidentally predicts the
attempted killing of a candidate for mayor, and
It happens, as does plenty to him.
Charles
Ruggles, Alice Brady, Lyle Talbot. Director,
Norman
McLeod. (F). Jan. 8, ’37. (3625).
Murder Goes to College (70) — Mystery. Under the
menace
of a numbers
racket mob, a detective
and a newspaperman
solve the murder of a university professor whose
wife was
the sweetheart of the numbers king. Roscoe Karns, Marsha
Hunt, Lynne Overman.
Director, Charles Riesner.

(F).

Mar.

19,

’37.

Things
This

Began to Hapi)en — Fred
ces Farmer.

AA'ay,

Tightwa<l
— Edward
man.
TITLE

MacMurray,

Fran-

Please.
Everett

Horton,

Lynne

Over-

CHANGE:

The Ascending
GAMBINI.

Dragon,

RKO

changed

to THE

GREAT

Radio

China PassaR'e (64) — Mystery. An American girl in
China aids two men
in recovering a diamond
they were delivering. Although she accuses one
of the men of the theft, she later falls in love
with him
Constance

and reveals she’s a customs agent.
Worth, Vinton Haworth, Leslie Pen-

ton. Director, Edward
Killy. (F). Mar. 12, ’37.
(718).
Coast Patrol (..) — Action drama.
Dealing with
the spirit of the United States Coast Guard and
its work in saving life at sea and performing ice
patrol work to protect the steamer lanes. Victor
McLaglen, Preston Foster, Donald Woods.
Director. Ben Stoloff. (P). Feb. 5, ’37. (714).
Criminal Lawyer
(72) — Drama.
A
lawyer whose
chances for a governorship depend upon his successful prosecution of a former client announces
he is unfit to hold the office in order to protect
a girl he knows is testifying against her will.
Lee Tracy, Margot Grahame, Eduardo Ciannelll.
Director, Christy Cabanne. (F). Jan. 29 ’37-.

(3633).
(713).
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Don't Tell the Wife (63) — Comedy
drama.
A trio
of confidence men
induce a man
with a blueblood name to be the “front" for their gold mine
stock-selling racket. When
things look black for
all concerned the latter discovers the mine to
be rich, helping to recover investors’ money and
ruining the racket. Guy Kibbee, Una
Merkel,
Lynne Overman.
Director, Christy Cabanne.
(F).
Mar.
Man

5. ’37

Who

(730).

Found

Himself, The (67) — Drama.
A
doctor stages a “comeback" after an innocent act of kindness had plunged him into a sea
of notoriety, forcing him to live under an assumed name. John Heal, Joan Fontaine, Philip
Huston.
Director. Lew
Landers.
(F) Apr. 2,
’37. (733)
young

gang of highWaitress ( 58)— Mystery. A
jackers use a fake detective agency as a shield
work of robthe
behind which they carry on
Gordon
Grahame,
Margot
bery and murder.
Director, Lew Landers.
Jones, Vinton Haworth.

Hight

(711).
A
(72)— Melodrama.
Flat
but loses a ruthless gams
rehabilitate
teacher
bler who is driven from a California gold mining town by vigilantes. Preston Foster, Jean
Heflin. Director. Christy Cabanne.
Muir. Van
Dec. 18. '36.
of Poker

(F).

Outcasts

(F).

April 16, ’37. (710).
The advenFrf>gger (65) — Drama.
Avenue
tures of a
socialite, whose
reputation as a
magnate
to his lumber
wrestler is unknown
when
big way
good in a
makes
father who
forced to learn the logging business. George
O’Brien, Beatrice Roberts. Willard Robertson.
(F). Feb. 26. '37. (782).
Director. David Howard.
A
(68) — Mystery-comedy.
The
Thickens,
Plot
Park

woman’s uncanny nose for underlying facts foils
priceless cup from a
the planned theft of a
Pitts, Louise
Gleason, Zasu
James
museum.
Latimer. Director, Ben Holmes.
(F). Dec. 11,
'36. (641).

(72) — Historical
Star^. The
Dramatization of the 1916 “Easter Week
drama.
in it by a
played
part
the
and
Rising" in Dublin
he
husband whose life Is saved by his wife after
wishes. Baropposes the authorities against her
DiO’Dea.
Denis
bara Stanwyck, Preston Foster.
rector, John Ford. (F). Jan. 15, 37. (640).

Plough

and

the

The advendrama.
Street (83) — Comedy
tures of a girl who assumes a dual identity in
impoveronce
who
suitor
a
s
embarras
order to
Katharine
ished and then disappointed her.
Director,
Blore.
Eric
Hepburn. I'ranchot Tone.
George Stevens. (F). Mar. 26, ’37. (*09).
A successful
Ra<-iiig I.ady (59) — Romantic drama.
a
girl horse trainer accepts a contract to handle
tandmisunders
a
wealthy man’s stable. Due to
ing her choice to take the big race is scratched
at the
but is entered the last minute and wins,
situasame time clearing up a bruised romantic
tion. Ann Dvorak. Smith Ballew. Harry Carey.
(707).
'37.
22.
Director. Wallace Fox. (F). Jan.
A young boy,
Rainbow on tlie River (88) — Drama.
his
when
devotedly reared by a Negro woman
Quality

parents perish in a fire, overcomes the animosities of scheming relatives w-hen brought to live
with his grandmother. Bobby Breen. May Robson. Louise Beavers, Chas. Butterworth. Direc(F). Dec. 25, ’36. (744).
tor. Kurt Neumann.
Shall AVe Dance? (formerly Stepping Toes) (. ) —
A famous ballet dancer and a
Musical comedy
leading revue artist, on finding that the world
believes them married, are forced to make it real.
Everett
Fred Astaire, Ginger Rogers. Edward
Horton.
Director, Mark
Sandrich. (F). April
23. ’37. (724)
Soldier and the La<l.v, The (85) — Adventure.
Siberia in 1870 as a background, the story

With
deals

with the indomitable courage of the Tsar’s courier
in the perilous task of getting through the Tartar battle lines to reach the Russian army with
plane. Anton Walbrook, Margot Grahame. Akim
Tamiroff.
Director, George Nicholls jr. (F).
Mar. 19. ’37. (717).
That Girl From
Paris (105) — Musical. An opera
star flees her marriage ceremony, follows an
American band to America, falls in love with the
leader and makes
him marry her despite the
fact

he’s already engaged. Lily Pons, Gene Raymond, Jack Oakie. Director, Leigh Jason. (F).

Jan.

1. ’37. (712).

'They Wanted To Marry (60) — Romantic drama. A
newspaper cameraman
using a carrier pigeon to
hasten publication of his shots gets involved
with

the publicity-shy father of the girl he finally marries. Gordon Jones, Betty Furness. Henry Kolker. Director, Lew Landers.
(F). Feb.

6. ’37. (715).
Toast of New
York, The ( . . ) — Biographic drama
of Jim Fisk who in the aftermath of the Civil
War rose from a New England peddler to power
and fame as one of the country’s early captains
of finance and industry. Edward
Arnold. Cary
<Irant. Frances Farmer.
Director, Rowland Lee.
(F). May 14. ’37.
Too Mafiy Wives (61) — Romantic

36

comedy.

A

pen-

niless young man
who
seeks a
job and the
hand of a society girl, gets both, although the
path is a precarious one. Anne Shirley, John
Morley, Dudley Clements. Director, Ben Holmes.
(F). April 9. ’37. (723).
Wanted!
Jane Turner (68) — Action, dealing with
the work of the post office department and the
running down of a man who perpetrated a daring mail-truck hold-up and robbery. Lee Tracy,
Gloria Stuart, Judith Blake. Director, Edward
Killy. (F). Dec. 4. '36. (643),
We WTio Are About to Die (82) — Drama. A factory
worker is wrongly accused of a
payroll robbery and murder
but through the efforts of
his fiancee and a sympathetic police official he
is cleared and the guilty ones condemned.
Preston Foster, Ann
Dvorak. John Beal. Director,
Christy Cabanne.
(F). Jan. 8, ’37. (639).
AA’e’re on the Jury (71) — Comedy
mystery. An Inquisitive society woman
and a real estate promoter are thrown together on a jury and are
instrumental in saving an innocent woman
from
the electric chair. Helen
Broderick, Victor
Moore. Philip Huston.
Director, Ben
Holmes.
(F). Feb. 12. '37. (716).
AVhen's Y'oiir Birthday? (75) — Comedy.
A
third
rate fighter laboring under astrological illusions
occupies a series of odd jobs until the position
of the moon
provides him with the strength to
become champion. Joe E. Brown. Marian Marsh.
Fred Keating. Director. Harry Beaumont.
(F).
Feb. 19. ’37. (770).
AA’Interset
to

the

(78) — Drama. Dealing with an old miscarriage of justice which takes an innocent man
electric chair and, with the subsequent

efforts of the- victim’s son to clear memory
of
his father’s name, he finds himself in a tenement romance. Burgess Meredith, Margo, Eduardo Ciannelli. Director, Alfred Santell. (A).
Dec. 25. ’36. (703).
W <»man I I.,ove, Tlie (formerly Escadrille) (..) —
Drama.
Against the background of a French
air squadron’s activities in the World War, the
story is of a woman
who
respects but doesn’t
love her husband and of the latter’s best friend,
who
captures her heart. Paul Muni, Miriam
Hopkins,

Louis

Hayward.

Director,

Anatole

Lit-

vak. (F). April 16. '37. (721).
Y'ou Can’t Buy Luck (..) — Action drama mystery.
A girl, a murder and a catastrophe combine to
reform a
superstitious race horse owner
with
queer ideas. Onslow Stevens. Helen Mack, Hedda
Hopper.
Landers. (F). May
7.
-37.
(726). Director, Lew

racketeers operating under threat of harm
to
merchants comes off second best when a wandering gambler exposes them.
Johnny
Mack
Brown, Iris Meredith. Charlie King. Director,
Sam
Newfield. (F). Feb. 15. ’37. (6324).
Git Along Little Dogies (69)— Musical western. A
young cowboy
discovers that a
conspirator is
trying to wrest an oil well from a girl friend
and risks his life to expose the scheme, accidentally bringing oil and a railroad to the cattle
country. Gene Autry, Smiley Burnette.
Maple
City Four. Director, Joseph Kane. (F).
March
22. ’37. (6.302).

Guns in the Dark
(58) — Western.
A
cowboy
wrongly accused of murdering his pal, exposes
the real culprit, who
is also responsible for
cattle and dope smuggling and the kidnaping
of the girl the cowboy
loves. Johnny
Mack
Brown. Claire Rochelle, Syd Saylor. Director,
Sam Newfield. April 14, '37. (6326),
Gunsmoke
Ranch
(..)— Western.
Three cowboys
put an end to the activities of an unscrupulous
politician who is engaged in swindling settlers
by getting them to buy condemned
land. Bob
Livingston. Ray Corrigan, Max Terhune.
Director, Joseph Kane.
(F). April 26, ’37. (6316).
Happy-Go-Lucky
(68) — Action drama. A girl mistakes a foreign spy leader for a missing navy
flier friend who is instrumental in saving her
life when
the gang
realizes the importance
of her discovery. Phil Regan. Evelyn Venable.
Jed Prouty. Director, Aubrey Scotto. (F). Dec.
14. '36. (6003).
Hit

Para<le, The (80) — Musical comedy.
The publicity agent that grooms a girl singer to prominence via the radio overcomes the prejudices of
her reform school background by proving she
was
unjustly sentenced.
Langford. Louise Henry.

Behold,
By the
Stone.

RELEASES:

the Bridegroom
bara Stanwyck.
Dawn’s

Early

—

Herbert

Light — Joan

Marshall,

Bar-

Bennett,

BYed

Convention in Cuba — “Parkyakarkas,"
Helen Broderick.

A
up

faithful horse
the gang en-

gaged in stealing wild horses. Robert Livingston, Ray Corrigan. Max
Terhune.
Director,
Mack V. Wright.
(F). March 3. ’37. (6315).
Jim Hanvey, Detective (70) — Comedy
mystery.

A

country detective spurns an insurance company’s
plea to search for valuable jewels but exposes
the

thief when
a young couple becomes
cated. Guy Kibbee, Tom
Brown, Lucie

Director,
COMIN(i

Phil Regan. Frances
Director, Gus Meins.

(F). April 26. ’37. (6002).
Hit the Saddle (59) — Western.
and a trio of cowboys break

Phil

Rosen.

(F).

April

impliKaye.

5, ’37. (6006).

Join the Marines (68) — Romantic Drama.
An exOlympic star, as a condition to marriage, makes
good in the marines, but not until he quells
some native uprisings and convinces the girl of
the merits of a service life. Paul Kelly, June
Travis, Reginald Denny.
Director, Ralph Staub.
(F). Jan. 25. ’37. (6704).
larceny on the Air (61) — Drama.
A doctor using
the radio to expose fraudulent patent medicines
runs afoul a group of racketeers but outwits
them with the aid of a radium poisoning victim.

Joe

Penner,

to YOU

CAN'T

Livingston, Grace, Bradley, Willard Robertson. Director, Irving Pichel. (F). Jan. 11, *37.

Bar Z Ikid Men (53) — Western. The cowboy who
rescues a friend wrongly accused of cattle rustling captures the gang that had planned to attack him for his deed. Johnny Mack
Brown,

(6030).
Liffhtnin* Crandall (formerly A Texan Rides) (60)
— Western. An expert cowboy, posing as a tenderfoot, becomes involved in a gang war but
bests the faction intent on rustling and who are
also holding his girl friend as hostage. Bob
Steele, Lois January, Charlie King.
Director,

Easy

Going — Wheeler

TITLE

and

Woolsey.

CHANGES:

Robert
Borrowed Time
BUY
LUCK.

(RKO),

changed

Republic

Lois January, Tom London.
Director,
field. (F). Jan. 9, 37. (6323).

Sam

New-

Beware of l>a<lies (60) — Action drama. A political
boss hires a gang to besmirch the character of
the

man opposing his own candidate but a woman reporter spoils his game. Donald Cook, Judith Allen. George Meeker.
Director, Irving

Pichel. (F). Dec. 21, ’36. (6011).
Bill Cra<*ks Down
(62) — Action drama.

A

love

triangle is solved when
the “softie" son of a
steel magnate
earns his spurs and commands
the respect of a stern superior. Grant Withers,
Beatrice

Roberts,

Benny

Weeks.

Director,

liam Nigh. (F).

March

22. ’37.

(6028).

Wil-

Bold

('al>aller«>. The (69) — Adventure. The daughter of a Spanish governor, seeking to avenge
his death, finds her hate for his supposed killer
turn to love. Robert Livingston, Heather Angel,
Slg Rumann.
Director, Wells Root. Technicolor.

(F). Jan. 18, ’37. (6101).
Border Phantom
(60) — Western. The niece of an
entomologist is wrongfully accused of his murder but is cleared when a cowboy’s pal turns up
with the murderer.
Bob Steele. Harley Wood.
Don Barclay. Director, S. Roy Luby. (F). Dec.
28. ’36. (6333).
Circus Girl (62) — Dramatic romance. An aerialist,
plotting revenge on his partner, believing he
has stolen his wife’s love, rescues his partner
and becomes the victim of his own plot upon
realizing his error. June Travis, Bob Livingston,
Donald Cook. Director. John Auer. (F). March
1. ’37. (6014).
Gambling Terror,

The

(63) — Western.

A

gang

of

Sam

Newfield.

(F).

March

24, '37.

(6335).

Man Betrayed, A
(61) — Action drama.
A broker,
wrongly accused of murdering his boss, escapes
while en route to prison and effects the conviction of the real culprits. Eddie Nugent, Kay
Hughes. Lloyd Hughes. Director, John H. Auer.
(F). Dec. 28. ’36. (6012).
Mandarin Mystery, The (66) — Mystery. A famous
collector who
has agreed to buy a
valuable
stamp is discovered as head of a counterfeiting
ring when the stamp is stolen. Eddie Quillan,
Charlotte Henry. Rita La Roy. Director, Ralph
Staub. (F). Dec. 7, ’36. (6331).
Michael O’Halloran (..) — Drama.
A flighty wife
bestows favors on a pair of young orphans as a
stunt to win court favor in a trial for custody
of her children. The orphans’ influence reforms
the wife, reuniting her with her family. Wynne
Gibson. Warren
Hull, Jackie Moran.
Director,
Karl Brown. (F). May 10, ’37. (3510).
Navy

Blues (68) — Romantic action drama.
During the amorous pursuits of a blue-blood girl,
a sailor says he’s with the Intelligence Service
and becomes
the hero of a
coup started by
would-be
assassins. Richard
Purcell, Mary
Brian. Warren
Hymer.
Director, Ralph Staub.
(F).

April

19. '37.

(6015).

Para<lise Express (61) — Action drama. A battle of
wits and brawn for a hauling contract between
the young receiver for a railroad line and the
unscrupulous operators of an auto trucking firm
puts
Kane.

the railroad on top. Grant Withers, Dorothy Appleby, Arthur
Hoyt.
Director, Joseph
(F).

Feb.

22, '37.

BOXOFFICE

AprU

17, 1937,

THE

COMPLETE

CHECK-UP

Riders

of the Whistling: Skull, The (55) — Adventure. Trio aiding a girl to locate her missing
father wipe out members
of a lost cult guarding
the ancient village where the father is held
Robert Livingston, Ray Corrigan, Max Terhune.
Director,
(6314).

Mack

V.

Wright.

(F).

Jan.

20,

"37.

Director,

Joseph

Kane.

(F).

Feb.

stone. (F>. May
Charlie Chan at the

Wright
(6313).

and

Sam

Newfield.

(F).

Dec.

May

3. ’37.

(6307).

Trail of Vengeance
(55) — Western.
The cowboy
who
befriends the daughter
of a
murdered
rancher is accused of the crime but manages
to reveal the real culprit. Johnny Mack Brown.
Iris Meredith, Warner Richmond.
Director, Sam
Newfield. (F). March 29, ’37. (632.5).
Trusted Outlaw, The
(52) — In an effort to go
straight and remove the family stigma of outlaw a cowboy incurs the wrath of thieves but
gets the upper hand, the girl and a job. Bob
Steele, Lois January, Joan Barclay. Director.
Robert

Bradbury.

(F).

Feb.

1, '37.

(6334).

Two
Wise Maids (70) — Comedy
drama.
An oldfashioned school teacher introduces some starting innovations to ward off the appointment of
a young man
as principal. Her actions bring
suspension until her kid friends come
to the
rescue and the charges are dismissed. Alison
Skipworth, Polly Moran, Donald Cook. Director;
Phil

Rosen.

COMING
Affairs
nan.

of Cappy

Army

Ricks — Mary

Holiday — Lynn

Dangerous

(6013).

Brian.

Walter

Bren-

of

Might
Baxter.

Portia

Guinn

Wil-

Lady.

Lost

Men.

Happen

on

Rhythm

Roberts,

Pleasure.

Dishonorable

Swift

15, '37.

Girl.

Dangerous
liams.

It

Feb.

Girl.

Bachelor

Isle

(F).

RELKASES:

to

You — Owen

Davis

jr., Alan

Trial.
in

My

Heart.

21, '37. (752).
Opera (68) — Mystery.

wrecking of the first regular American-Europe
passenger plane. Peter Lorre, Brian Donlevy,
Helen Wood.
Director, Malcolm St. Clair. (F).
Jan. 15, '37 (727).
Fair

AVarning (70) — Romantic drama. With a resort hotel for background, patrons and tourists
are implicated in a murder until it is discovered
that a lost gold mine is the underlying cause of
the mystery. J. Edward
Bromberg, Betty Furness, John Howard
Payne.
Director, Norman

Foster. (F). Mar. 5, '37. (740).
Fifty Roads to Town
(81) — Dramatic
romance.
Fate brings a socialist girl and a young aristocrat together and their cross suspicions in connection with a fleeing gunman
evolve his capture and their marriage.
Don
Ameche,
Ann
Sothern, Slim Summerville.
Director, Norman
Taurog. (F). April 16, '37. (748).
Great Hospital Mystery, The
(59) — Mystery.
A
nurse, to save her brother, innocent of a bank
robbery, substitutes a charity patient for him in
the morgue
while the mystery is cleared up.
Sallv

Blane, Thomas
Beck, Jane Darwell. Director, James Tinling. (F). May 14. ’37. (751).
Holy Terror, The (68) — Comedy
with music. The
motherless daughter of a stern naval commander
manages

to provoke or subdue a series of disturbances climaxed when
she prevents spies
from stealing American
secrets. Jane Withers,
Anthony
Martin. Leah
Rav.
Director. James

Our Boarding House,
BOARDING
HOUSE.
Rough
TOOTIN’

changed

Ridin’ Rhythm,
RHYTHM.”

IT

MIGHT

to EVERYBODY'S

changed

to

You

Banjo
The

on My Knee (95) — Musical comedy drama.
suffering of a kissless bride by her headstrong and wandering husband is climaxed when
he is about to marry another, but fate reunites
them.
Barbara Stanwyck, Joel McCrea, Helen
Westley, Buddy Ebsen. Director, John Cromwell.
(F). Dec. 4, 36. (726).

Cafe Metropole (..) — Romantic society drama. The
adventures of an American heiress in Paris who
falls in love with a countryman
forced to appear as a Russian prince. Loretta Young, Tyrone Power, Adolphe Menjou.
Director, Ed. H.
Griffith. (F). May
7. '37. (750).
Career Woman
(77) — Drama.
A
young woman
lawyer attempts the defense of a down-trodden
backwoods girls accused of the murder of her
father, and finds that she is fighting small-town
prejudice instead of legal technicalities. (Jlaire
Trevor, Michael Whalen, Isabel Jewell. Director,
Lewis Seiler. Dec. 18, '36. (728).
Charlie Chan at the OlymiHcs (..) — Mystery. With
the aid of science, an adventuresome
sleuth

(F). Mar. 19, ’37. (742).
Wake
I'p and Live (89) — Musical comedy.
A feud
between a columnist and a night club operator
over the identity of a
“phantom
troubadour”
winds up with everybody in harmony.
Walter
Winchell. Ben Bernie, Alice Faye, Patsy Kelly,
Jack
Haley.
Director. Sidney Lanfield. (F).
April 23, ’37. (749).
Wings of the Morning (87) — Romantic drama. The
granddaughter of a gypsy woman
who had married a nobleman falls in love with a man
who
trains her horse to win the Derby although the
victory might have been his. Henry
Fonda.
Leslie Banks, Annabella. Director, Harold Schuster. In Technicolor. (F). Feb. 19, '37. (737).

(F). Jan.
COMING

It

29. '37.

(735).

Tyrone

Power,

Loretta
Garnett.

Young.
(F).

Don

Feb.

Ame26,

’37.

Midnight Taxi (72) — Action drama. A government
agent permits his colleagues to beat and shoot
him
in order to convince a
gang of f'ounterfeiters he is one of them, thus paving the way
for their end. Brian Donlevy, Frances Drake,
Alan Dinehart.
Director, Eugene
Ford.
(F).
April

2, '37.
Steele

(744).

Is Missing

(84)— Drama

of a

man

who

becomes an innocent victim of the law's persecution but who redeems himself in time to stop
committing a crime. Victor McLaglen, Walter
Connolly, Peter Lorre. Director, (Jeorge Marshall. (F). Mar. 12, '37. (738),
Off to the Races (57) — Comedy.
A typical American family's adventures at a county fair, with a
relative’s racing horse and his brat daughter
complicating matters. Jed Prouty, Slim Summerville, Spring Byington.
Director, Frank
R.
Strayer. (F). Feb. 19. ’37. (736).
the Avenue (89) — Musical comedy. A blue blood
girl and her family decide to buy a show in
order to halt being ridiculed by its star, who
subsequently saves the girl from a bad marriage

On

and

takes her for
leine Carroll, Alice

himself. Dick Powell, MadeFay, Ritz Bros. Director, Roy

Del Ruth.
(F). Feb. 12. '37. (732).
One in a Million (95) — Musical romance.
A
of entertainers having
trouble finding

group
work

come

upon a girl skater and help her win Olympic fame. Sonja Henie. Adolphe Menjou, Jean
Hersholt, Ned Sparks, Ritz Bros., Don Ameche.

Director, Sidney Lanfield. (F).
Jan. 1, ’37.
(722).
Secret Valley (58) — Western. While seeking refuge from her gangster husband, a girl meets
and falls in love with a rancher. When
her
huband’s gang
ensues, leaving
loves. Virginia

seeks to capture her, a battle
her free to marry the man
she
Grey, Richard Arlen, Jack Mul-

:: April

17, 1937,

22, ’37. (733).
RELEASES:

Holiday — Jane

Happened

Out

Withers,

Sally

West — Richard

Family in Big Business,
roy, Russell Gleason.
Senor — Richard

Blane.

Arlen,

Virginia

The — Frank

Con-

Arlen.

Married T^dy— Gloria Stuart. Michael Whalen.
She Had t<» Eat — Rochelle Hudson, Jack Haley.

Sing and Be Happy — Anthony Martin. Leah
Slav© Shii) — Warner
Baxter, Wallace Beery.
This Is My Affair— Robert Taylor, Barbara

wyck.
Under the

Re<l

Wee
Willie
Laglen.
TITLE

Everybody
HAPPY.

Last
HAVE

Robe — Conrad

Winkie — Shirley

Veidt,,

Ray.

Stan-

Annabella.

Temple,

Victor

Mc-

WILL

BE

AND

BE

CHANGE:

Escape From
FAITI-IFUL.

Love,

Sing,

changed

changed

Y’’ear*s Kisses,
EVERYTHING.

United

to

changed

to

I

SING

to

YOU

CAN’T

Artists

Accused
murder

(86) — Mystery drama.
TJie key to the
of a revue star, the guilt of which points
to a girl dancer, is unearthed by the latter’s
husband-partner. Douglas Fairbanks jr., Dolores
Del Kio, Basil Sydney. Director, Thornton Free-

land. (F). Jan. 8, '7. (326).
Beloved Enemy
(90) — Drama.
The leader of an
Irish rebellion, sought as a traitor for compromising with the English, is killed just as his
people had been won to his side. Merle Oberon,
Brian Aherne, Karen
Morley. Director, H
C.
Potter. Dec. 25, ’36. (325).
Elephant Boy
(100) — Jungle drama.
The
Rudyard Kipling story of a native boy, descendant
of elephant riders, who
is acclaimed a
great
hunter after overcoming many
hazards. Native
cast. Directors, Robert Flalierty and
Zoltan
Korda. (F). April 23, ’33.
Fire Over England
(84) — Historical drama, with
early England
as the background, combining
fact and fancy that depict the events that led
to the destruction of the Spanish Armada. Florence Robson, Laurence
Olivier, Vivien Leigh,
Leslie Banks.
Director, William
K. Howard.
(F).

BOXOFnCE

25, '36. (725).
ex-convict, on
for another’s
by a peddler

and a girl, he is persuaded to confess, and aids
in tracking the real culprits. Rochelle Hudson, Robert Kent, J. Edward
Bromberg.
(F).
April 30. '37. (755).
Time Out for Romance
(72) — Comedy
melodrama.
The young driver of a motor cavalcade and a
girl running away from a loveless marriage in
search of romance
fall victims to an odd assortment of events. Claire Trevor. Micliael Whalen, Joan Davis. Director, Malcolm
St. Clair.

Laughing

Jan.

Love Is News (78) — Comedy
romance.
A rich girl
outlies the newspaper men
and fortune hunters
that have hounded her for years when
it becomes necessary to assure her own
romantic

Nancy

It (90) — Dramatization of the Shakespearean classic dealing with Rosalind, whose
romance with Orlando forms the main thread of
the farcical plot. Elisabeth Bergner, Laurence
Olivier. Director, Paul Czinner. (F). Jan. 8,
'37. (711).

game.
Arthur
Kent. Director,

rector, William Seiter. (F). Dec.
That I May Live (70) — Drama.
An
the comback
trail, is arrested
crime. Escaping and befriended

(F).

ROOTIN’

like

him
as a
“front” for their
Treacher, Patricia Ellis, Robert

of unbutler
to use

Eugene Forde. (F). April 9, '37. (747).
Stowaway
(78) — Comedy.
An
orphaned
child,
while a stowaway on a boat, is taken in by a
millionaire and helps to straighten out his domestic affairs. Shirley Temple, Robert Young,
Alice Fay, Arthur Treacher, Helen Westley. Di-

Jones

20th Century-Fox
As

King. (F). Mar. 26. '37. (742).
Step Lively, Jeeves (70) — Comedy.
A pair
successful swindlers try to convince a
that he is a scion of nobility in order

birth of the internationally famous “Lloyds of
London.”
Tyrone
Power,
Madeleine
Carroll,
Freddie Bartholomew.
Director, Henry
King.

(729).
to

Jan.

Angel’s
Grey.

CHANGES:
changed

(F).

Director. Frank Strayer. (F). Dec. 11, '36. (724),
Lloyds of London (115) — Historical drama.
Story
of Great Britain in the 1700’s during the days
of Napoleon and Lord Nelson which saw the

bliss.

of New
York,
TO YOU.

Bretherton.

Woman
Wise (70) — Action drama.
A sports writer
anxious to aid penniless ex-fighters runs afoul
of an unscrupulous pair of promoters but is
vindicated in the end. Rochelle Hudson, Michael
Whalen, Thomas
Beck. Director, Allan Dwan.

che. Director, Tay
TITLE

hall.
Director,
15. ’37.
( (731). Howard

Soventh Heaven (100) — Love drama.
A little girl
of the Paris pavements
manages
to shut out
the sordid life about her and make a new world
through her love for a
man.
Simone
Simon,
James Stewart, Jean Plersholt. Director, Henry

Tinling. (F). Feb. 5, '37. (734).
Laughing at Trouble (67) — Comedy drama.
A typical small-town woman,
who runs the town as
well as the newspaper, solves a murder mystery
that might have sent an innocent man
to the
chair. Jane Darwell. Sara Haden, Lois Wilson.

Lightning.

Gangs
HAPPEN

Against

Crack Up (70) — Drama.
A group of foreign spies
attempt to learn peacetime secrets of American
commercial aviation but are successfully repulsed
by four men. although they fail to prevent

9, ’36.

Rootin’ Tootin’ Rhythm
(..) — Western.
A ranch
owner and his pal disguise themselves as outlaws
to win the confidence of a gang of rustlers and
bring about their defeat. Gene Autry, Smiley
Burnette, Armida.
Director, Mack Wright. (F).

RELEASES

a background of the opera “Faust,” a few weird
killings and prevention of a murder occupy the
attention of a sleuth, who successfully solves the
crimes.
Warner
Oland, Boris Karloff, Keye
Luke.
Director. H. Bruce Humberstone.
(F).
Jan. 8, '37 (730).

8, ’37.

Roarin’ Iyea<l (55) — Western.
A trio of cowboys
come to the rescue of the bankrupt orphanage
by routing the rustlers who are depriving it of
profit from the sale of cattle. Robert Livingston,
Ray Corrigan, Max Terhune. Directors, Mack V.

CURRENT

captures a gang which has stolen an important
airplane safety device and which holds his son
as hostage. Warner
Oland, Katherine DeMille,
Pauline Moore.
Director. H. Bruce Humber-

Round-Up Time in Texas (51) — Adventure. A mine
operator, framed for the murder of his partner,
is rescued by his brother who
traps the real
killer. Gene Autry, Smiley Burnette, Maxine
Doyle.
(6306).

ON

Mar.

5, ’37.

37

TQatUtQ6

THE

History

Is Made
at Niffht (95) — Drama.
An insanely jealous shipping magnate, about to be
divorced, accidentally causes a murder
by attempting to compromise
his wife to stop her
plans. The incident brings her together with
a Parisian with whom
she falls in love. Their

problems are eventually solved by the
suicide. Charles Boyer, Jean Arthur,
*37.
rillo. Director, Frank Borzage. (F).

husband’s
Leo CarMarch
5,

Knight Without Armor
(..) — Drama.
An English
spy and a Russian countess in love are made
enemies through the revolution, but through
dangerous intrigue are reunited and escape to
safety. Marlene Dietrich, Robert Donat. Irene
Vanbrugh.
Director, Jacques Feyder. (F). May
1. ’37.
Man
Wh<>

Could

Work

>Ura<‘les.

The

(82)— Fan-

tasy with comedy.
An English dry-goods salesman becomes endowed w'ith the power to suspend or alter the laws of nature and he uses It
to bring about some fantastic transformations.
Roland Young, Joan Gardner, Ralph Richardson. Director, Lothar Mendes. (F). Feb. 19. *37.
Men
Are Not Go<Is (82) — Drama.
Sympathetic
secretary of a drama
critic alters one of his
unfavorable reviews at the request of the star’s
wife. She later meets and falls in love with the
actor but renounces him for the sake of the
unhappy
wife.
Shaw,
Gertrude
Reisch.
You

(F).

Miriam
Hopkins,
Sebastian
Lawrence.
Director, Walter

Jan.

22, '37.

Only

Live Once (87) — Drama.
Although exonerated of the crime for which he was to be
electrocuted, an
escaping convict commits
a
murder and while seeking refuge with his wife
brings death to them both. Sylvia Sidney, Henry
Fonda, Barton MacLane.
Director, Fritz Lang.
(F).

Jan.

29, '37.

COMING
Dark

RELEASES:

Journey — Vivien

Dreaming
sey.

Lips — Elisabeth

Pagliacci — Richard
Star

is Born,

Woman
Crea.

Leigh,

Tauber,

A — Janet

Chinees

Conrad

Bergner,
Steffi

Gaynor,

Man — Miriam

Veidt.
Raymond

Mas-

Hopkins,

Go(k1 as Married (..) — Romantic
infatuated secretary marries her

drama.
An
philandering

boss. Memories of his past come
up, shattering her illusions and causing her to walk out.
This causes him to reform, and brings a reconciliation. John Boles. Doris Nolan.
Walter
Pidgeon. Director, Edward
Buzzell. (F). May
9, ’37.

(F). April 25, ’37. (1024).
Sandflow (58) — Western.
A sheriff’s
through some terrifying experiences

Director,
(1044).

(1012).

Breezing Home
(64) — Action drama.
A night club
singer redeems herself and the horse given her
by a crooked bookmaker
after much incriminating evidence points to a frameup in the big race,
which the horse wins. William Gargan, Wendy
Barrie. Binnie Barnes. Director, Milton Carruth.
(F) Jan. 31. ’37. (733)
California Straight Ahead (65) — Action drama. The
rivalry among
railroad, trucking and romantic
interests brings near-chaos, but winds up with
victory to the energetic bus driver and his girl.
John Wayne.
Louise Latimer, Robert McWade.
Director, Arthur Lunin. (F). April
Empty
Saddles (67) — Western.
A
finds he gets more
excitement

11, *37. (1030),
young cowboy
than he had

for when
he buys a deserted, and reputedly haunted ranch and turns it into a dude
ranch.
Buck
Jones, Louise Brooks.
Director,
Lesley Selander. (F). Dec. 20. (1043).

Lesley

3. ’37. (1019).
Girl OvertxHird (58) — Drama.
A
girl is accused
of the murder of her employer, from whose unwelcome attentions she was fleeing. Although
harbored by the district attorney, who has fallen
in love with her, she appears at the trial to
prove

her innocence. Gloria Stuart, Walter Pidgeon, Hobart Cavanaugh.
Director, Sidney Salkow. (A). Feb. 28. ’37. 11021).
Lefted-Handed \^w (63) — Western. With the law
helpless in the face of a thieving band of outlaws, an agent takes the assignment to clean
it up, w’hich he does, besides acquiring a wife.
Buck Jones, Betty Golden, Sam
Logan.
Director, Lesley Selander. (F). April 18, '37. (104.5).
Let Them
Live (formerly The Stones Cry Out)
(72) — Drama. A young interne gives up his profession to convert the crooked politician responsible for death-trap tenements and improperly equipped hospitals. John
Howard,
Nan
Grey, Judith Barrett. Director, Harold Young.
(F).
Mighty

38

May 2. ’37. (1035).
Treve, The (65) — Drama.

A

shepherd

dog

(F).

of a murKortman.

Feb.

14,

'37.

She’s

Dangerous (69) — Action drama.
A girl insurance detective, sentenced to die on circumstantial evidence, is cleared when
her accuser
exonerates her on a ruse employed by a friend.
Tala Birell, Cesar Romero, Walter Pidgeon. Director. Lewis R. Foster. (F). Jan. 17, '37. (1031).
Three Smart Girls (90) — Romantic comedy. Three
daughters connive to prevent their estranged
father from marrying a fortune hunting blonde,
thereby developing romances
of their own
on
the way.
Binnie Barnes, Charles Wlnninger,
Alice Brady. (F). Dec. 6, '36. (1029).
Top of tile Town
(83) — Comedy
romance
with
music.
A
very wealthy young lady, slightly
balmy, attempts to effect an artistic uplift of
night club entertainment, causing all sorts of
complications. Doris Nolan. George
Murphy,
Hugh
Herbert. Director, Ralph Murphy.
(F).
Apr. 18. ’37. (1007).
We Have Our Moments

(66) — Comedy

drama.

The

misadventures
of a
school “marm”
touring
Europe to resolve her romantic difficulties are
straightened out by a
detective who
befriends
her — for life. Sally Eilers, James Dunn. David
Niven.
Director, Alfred Werker. (F). Mar. 28,
’37. (1017).
When
Love Is Y'oung (65) — Romantic drama,
A
college girl with a “crush’ on the class president but treated with discourtesy by her classmates clicks as a
Broadway
star. On
a
return visit she sees through her “crush’’ and
instead marries the man
that made
her famous. Virginia Bruce. Kent Taylor, Walter Bren(1018).

nan. Director, Hal

Mohr.

(F).

April

4.

’37.

Wings
Over
Honolulu
(..) — Romantic
drama.
When
a former suitor attempts to interfere with
a
whirlwind marriage, causing injury to the
husband’s naval career, the wflfe cancels a
planned elopement
and
saves her husband’s
reputation. Wendy
Barrie, Ray
Milland, William Gargan. Director, H. C. Potter. (F). May
16, ’37. (1011).
COMING
Oh

Roa<l
Smoke

Back,

TITLE
The

Cop,

Everett

The — John

Tree

Horton,

King,

Range — Buck

to

Larry

Jones,

THE

Warner

Blake.

Muriel

Evans.

MAN

IN

BLUE.

Bros.

“Legion,” causing its demise. Humphrey
Bogart,
Dick Foran, Erin O’Brien-Moore. Director, Archie
Mayo.
(F). Jan. 30. ’37.
Call It a Day (89) — Comedy
drama.
The effects
of the first day of spring on a family brings a
series of amorous misadventures, but winds up
with each member
brought closer together by
the events. Ian Hunter, Frieda Inescort, Olivia
de Havilland. Director, Archie Mayo. (F). April
17. '37.
God's Country and the Woman
(84) — Action drama. The brother of a lumber baron becomes
manager
of a rival camp operated by a woman
and when his identity is revealed overcomes the
he is trying to trick her.
Roberts. Robert Barrat.

Director, William Keighley. (F). Jan. 16, '37.
Go
Getter, The
(..) — Romantic
comedy-drama.
Despite the enmity engendered by a
jealous
boss

and

some

dangerous

assignments,

a

crip-

pled ex-sailor wins his superior’s admiration,
daughter and
managership
in a
huge
firm.
George Brent, Anita Louise. Charles Wlnninger.
Director,

Busby

Berkeley.

(F).

May

RELEASES

O’Malley, The (71) — Melodrama.
The sincere efforts of a patrolman who lived up to the
of the law — but lacked the human, sympathetic touch which make a policeman a friend,

letter

not a dictator. Pat O’Brien, Humphrey
Bogart,
Ann Sheridan. Director, William Dieterle. (P).
Feb. 13. '37.
King and the Chorus Girl, The (93) — Romance
with
music. A king, on a drunken holiday, becomes
enamored of a chorus girl. His court hires her
to enter upon a professional romance, but love
finds 'its way. Fernand Gravet, Joan Blondell,
Edward
Everett Horton. Director, Mervyn LeRoy. (F). Mar. 27. ’37.
King of Hockey
(60) — Action

drama.

A

hockey

player is “broken” by the commission
which
suspects him of throwing games. His eyesight
almost gone, his plight is discovered by a former friend who clears him. Dick Purcell, Anne
Nagel, Marie Wilson. Director, Noel Smith. (F).
Dec. 19. '36.
Land
Beyond
the Law
(54) — Western.
A
cowboy who loves excitement joins a gang of cattle
rustlers, but when
his father is shot by the
gang he turns to the side of the law and helps
destroy the outlaws. Dick Foran, Linda Perry,
Wayne
Morris. Director, B. Reeves Eason. (F).
Mar. 13,
Melody
for ’37
Two
(60) — Musical comedy-drama.
A
battle of wits, love, temper and pride between
a
band leader and his girl singer introduces
the origin of swing music and seals a romance.
James Melton, Patricia Ellis. Fred Keating. Director. Louis King. (P). May 1, '37.
Midnight Court (63) — Drama.
A
former district
attorney turns in some brilliant defenses for a
gang

of

criminals

engaged

in

the

car-stealing

racket in order to get the “goods” on them,
this resulting in the smashing of the ring. Ann
Dvorak. John Litel, Carlyle Moore jr. Director,
Frank
One

McDonald.

(P).

Mar.

6, ’37.

Way

Passage (69) — Drama.
An escaped murderer being taken back to pay the penalty and
a woman
with an incurable heart disease meet
and fall in love, both concealing their fate until
it separates them. William Powell, Kay
Frank McHugh.
Director, Tay Garnett.

Francis,
Reissue.

(F). Dec. 12, ’36.
Polo Joe (65) — Comedy.
A
hor.se-shy chap who
boasts of his polo-playing prowess to win his
dream girl gets a chance to prove it when he
is thrown into a game.
Joe E. Brown, Carol
Hughes. Skeets Gallagher. Director, William McGann. (F). Dec. 5, ’36.
Ready, Willing and Able

(87) — Musical.

A

pro-

ducer signs a vaudeville player thinking she’s
an English star. His backers withdraw
their
support upon learning this but the producer
steps into the lead and makes
a
hit. Ruby
Keeler. Lee Dixon, Allen Jenkins. Director, Ray
Enright. (F). Mar. 6, '37.
Smart Blonde (58) — Action drama.
A
detective
and a girl newspaper reporter get together to
solve the series of murders coincident with the
sale of a
night club. Glenda Farrell, Barton
MacLane,
Winifred
Shaw.
Director, Frank
(F).

COMING

Jan.

China

Bandit— Boris

Dance

Charlie

Desert

Song — Frank

Ever
Fly

Flynn,

Eve — Marlon

Invitation

to

the

Mira<*Ie

Pony

San (Jiientin — Pat
Sheridan.
Singing
White

Marine,

Foran,

Henry

Bette

Davis.
Boland.

Helen

Valkis.

Linda

William

Humphrey
Powell,

George
Perry,

Hopper.

Bogart,
Doris

Ann

Weston*

Fonda.

Muir,

Gordon

Oliver.

CHANGES:

Wouldn’t Get Married, changed
TLEMAN AFTER MIDNIGHT.

IVIiracle

Sheridan.

Churchill.

Mary

Foran,

The — Dick

O’Brien,

June

MacLane.

Ann

Hutchinson,

Wyman,

O'Brien,

Bondage — Jean

TITLE
He

Robinson,
McHugh,

Rider — Dick

Wedding — Jane

Slim — Pat

Barton

Reynolds,

Justice— Josephine

Express

Public

G.

Girl — Frank

Mountain — Dick

Mountain
Brent.

Muir.

MacLane,

Murder — Marguerite

Galahad — Edw.

Roberts.

Jean

Davies.
Farrell,

Heiress — Craig

Marry

Erwin,

Punches — Barton

Baby — Glenda
a

Francis.

Beverly

McHugh.

Footloose
Kid

Kay

Karloff,

Dance — Stuart

Your

Since
Away

2, '37.

RELEASES:

Angle Shooter
Another Dawn — Errol

Don’t Ihill
Travis.

Black
Legion
(83) — Action drama.
A
factory
worker is persuaded to join an organization to
fight invasion of American rights by foreigners.
In doing so he kills his best friend. In defending himself he reveals the true identity of the

woman’s suspicions that
George Brent. Beverly

Great

Bill Demarest.

CHANGES:
changed

CURRENT

McDonald.

RELEASES:

Doctc^r — Edward

planned

Four Days Wonder
(60) — Mystery comedy. When
a girl hiding out an innocent suspect of murder, hears someone else is accused, she clears
her friend. Jeanne Dante. Alan Mowbray, Martha Sleeper. Director, Sidney Salkow. (F). Jan.

Selander.

ON

deputy goes
to clear his

brother, who has been wrongly accused
der. Buck Jones, Lita Chevret, Bob

Mc-

Universal
As

is the fiance of the banker’s daughter. James
Dunn, Jean Rogers, Andy Devine. Director, Arthur Lubln. (F). Dec. 13, *3$. (1025).
Night Key (..) — Mystery drama.
Former partners
in a
bank
protective business become
rivals,
causing a series of thefts about to ruin both,
until the daughter of one steps in, patches things
up, and acquires a husband. Boris Karloff, Jean
Rogers, Warren Hull. Director, Lloyd Corrigan.

March.
Joel

CHECK-UP

puppy
and his young
master survive various
hardships until the animal, befriended by all.
wins an array of prizes. Mistaken for a sheen
killer and about to be killed, he is saved and
becomes a hero. Noah Beery jr., Barbara Read,
Samuel
S. Hinds. Director, Lew
Collins. (F).
Jan. 3. ’37. (1034).
Mysterious Crossing (57) —
Mystery.
A
newspaper man discovers the murderer of a banker

Duna.
Fredric

COMPLETE

Mountain,

The
Great
TAKES
THE

changed

Crooner,
AIR.

to

to BLAZING

changed

to

A

GEN-

GLORY.

MR.

DODDS

22, ’37.

BOXOFFICE

:: AprU

17, 1937,

Title

Is Issue

in

Whieh

the

Picture

A

Fire Over England (UA)
Fly Away
Baby (WB)
Forlorn River (Para)
Footloose Heiress (WB)

12-12

Four Days’ Wonder
Frame-llj) (Col)

Angrel’s Holiday (20th-Fox)
Angfle Shooter (WB)
Another Dawn
(WB)

(iambMng
Gangway

B
Bachelor Girl (Rep)
Backstagre (GB)
Banjo on My Knee (20th-Fox) 12-5
Bar Z Bad Men (Rep)
Behold, the Bridegroom
(RKO)
BeIove<l Knemy
(UA)
12-19
Belove<l Vagabond, The (Col)
Beware of liUdies (Rep)
Bill Crack Domi
(Rep)
Black Legion (WB)
1-9
Blazing Glory (WB)
Bold Caballero, The (Rep)
Boots of Destiny (GN)
Borderland (Para)
Border Phantom
(Rep)

Early

Terror,
(GB)

(Univ)

(Para) 1-30
Tomorrow
(Para)

The

Man
Man

(Rep)

Marked IVoman
(FN) 3-6
Married Lady (20th-Fox)
Marry the Girl (WB)

Girl Doves Boy (GN) 3-27
Girl Overlioard (Univ) 3-13
Girl Said No, The (GN)
Git Along Tittle Bogies (Rep)

Maytime
(M-G-M)
3-13
Ma.'/.ie Keny'on (M-G-M)
Melody for Two
(WB)
1-16
IMen Are Not Gods (UA) 4-3
Men
in Exile (FN)

God’s f'oiintry and the Woman
(PN)
12-26
Go-Getter, The (WB)
Gold Diggers of 1937 (FN) 12-12
Gold Racket, The (GN)

Midnight Court (WB)
1-30
Midniglit Madonna
(Para)

Michael

4-10

Hittin’

the

Trail

(20th-Fox)

(M-G-M)
2-6
York (GB)

2-13

I Will Be Faithful (20th-Fox)
Internes Can’t Take Money (Para)
Invitation to a Murder (WB)
Isle of Lost Men (Rep)

Paradise Express (Rep) 3-20
Park Avenue Log:g:er (RKO)
1-30
Parole Racket (Col)

Crackup (20th-Fox) 12-19
Crime Nobody Saw, The (Para)
Crlininal Lawyer (RKO)
Criminals of the Air

It Happened
Out West (20th-Pox)
It Might Hap)>en to You (Rep)

Parnell (M-G-M)
Penrod and Sam

1-30

Kid Galahad (WB)
Killers of the Sea (GN)

Devil’s Playground
Dishonorable Lady

King: and the Choms Girl, The (WB)
King- of Hockey (WB)
11-7
King: of the tiamhlers (Para)

Doctor’s Diary, A
Dodge City Trail

(Para)
(Col)

Don’t Pull Your Punches (WB)
Don’t Tell the Wife (RKO)
1-30
Double or Nothing (Para)
Draegerman
Courage (FN)
Dreaming Lips (UA)
Dynamite
(GN)

Easy
Easy

Going
Living

(RKO)
(Para)

Emperor’s Candlesticks (M-G-M)
Empty
Saddles (Univ) 10-24
Everybody Dance (GB)
Espionage (M-G-M)
3-13
Everybody’s Boarding House (Rep)
Ever Since Eve (WB)
Exclusive (Para)

F
Fair IVariring: (20th-Fox)
Family Affair, A (M-G-M)

BOXOFFICE

3-27

:: April 17, 1937.

(FN)

Quality

Street

Land Beyond the Law
(WB)
T./and Without Music (GB)
2-27

Laug:hing: at Trouble (20th-Fox)
Laug:liing: Senor (20th-Pox)
Law of the Kang:er (Col)
League of Frig:htene<l Men
(Col)
Left Handed
l.,aw (Univ)
Let Them
TJve (Univ)

(RKO)

3-20

Grande

Ranger

(Col)

River of I^nrest (GB)
Road Back. The (Univ)
Roarin’ Lead (Rep)
Romance
and Riches (GN)
Rootin’ Tootin’ Rhythm
(Rep)
Roiiiul-Vp

'rime

The

(FN)

'Paleiit

Swing

Sc<iut

I.ow

(Para)

3-20

(FN)

(Para)

Time Out for Romance
(20th-Fox)
Toast of New Y'ork (RKO)
Too Many Wives RKO)
T<ip of the Town
(Univ)
Trail
(Para) 12-26
Trail Dust
of Vengeance
(Rep)
Trapped (Col)
Trouble in Texas (GN)

in Texas

2-13

4-10

Trouble in Morocco (Col) 3-13
Trusted Outlaw, The (Rep)
To'-n Off the Moon
(Para)

23y2 Hours

'Pwo
'Pwo

Gun
Who

l.»aw (Col)
Leave (GN)
Dared (GN)

3-13

'Pwo

Wise

Maids

2-6

(Rep)

U
Under
Under

Cover of Night
the Red R<>be

Venus

Makes

Trouble

(M-G-M)
1-9
(20th-Fox)

(Col)

W
Waikiki

Wedding

(Para)

4-3

and Live (20th-Fox)
Jane Turner (RKO)

We’re on the Jury (RKO)
AVestbound Mail (Col)

(RKO)

Racketeers in Exile (Col) 4-3
Rainbow
on the River (RKO)
12-12
Ready, Willing: and Able (WB)
2-13
Rhythm
in My Heart (Rep)
( Rep)
Riders of the Whistling: Skull, The
Rio

Zola,

11-7

Way
Out West (M-G-M)
12-26
We Have Our Moments
(Univ) 4-3
We Who Are About to Die (RKO)
2-13
Wee
Willie AVinkie (20th-Fox)
We’re in the Legion Now
(GN)

R
Lady

High,

Wake Up
Wanted!

Q

Racing

Let’s Get Married (Col) 4-3
Let’s Make a Million (Para)
Lig:htnin’ Crandall (Rep)
Little Buckaroo, The (FN)
Living: Dang:erously (GB)

The

3*

King: Solomon’s Mines (GB)
Knig:ht Without Armor
(UA)

Larceny on the Air (Rep) 1-23
Last <jf Mrs. Cheyne^* (M-G-M)
Last Train From Madrid (Para)

E

and the Pauper,
We<lding: (WB)

6

Emile

(FN)

Plot Thickens. The (RKO)
11-21
PIoug:h and the Stars, The (RKO)
1-2
Polo Joe (WB)
10-3
Pony Express Kider, The (WB)
Portia on Trial (Rep)
Prince
Public

Day at the Races, A
(M-G-M)
Desert Song (WB)
Devil Is Driving, The (Col)
(Col) 2-20
(Rep)

(UA)

Personal Property (M-G-M)
3-27
Pick a Star (M-G-M)
Plainsman, The (Para) 12-5

K

of

Tightwad

College Holiday (Para) 12-26
Confession (WB)
Convention in Cuba (RKO)
Counterfeit Lady (Col)

Dance, Charlie, Dance (WB)
Dangerous Holiday (Rep)
Dangerous Number
(M-G-M)
Dangerous Pleasure (Rep)
Dark Journey (UA)

Story

'they Gave Him a Gun (M-G-M)
Tliey Wanted to ^larry (RKO)
1-2
That I May Live (20th-Fox)
'Pilings Began to Happen (Para)
This Is My Affair (20th-Fox)
This Way, Please (Para)
'Phree Smart Girls (Univ) 12-12
Thunder in the City (Col)

1 Met Him
in Paris (Para)
I Promise to Pay (Col)

Jim Hanvey, Detective (Rep) 3-27
John Meade’s Woman
(Para) 2-20
Join the Marines (Rep) 1-9
Jones Family in Big: Business, The
(20th-Fox)

(GN)
(UA)

That
'f'^'at Girl
Man’sFrom
Here Paris
Again(RKO)
(FN) 12-26
4-3

China Passage (RKO)
3-6
Circus Girl (Rep) 2-27
Clarence (Para) 2-27
Coast Patrol (RKO)
Coins for Candles (GB)

D

3-20

Miwt Fall (M-G-M)
of Slystery, A (Para)
Waitress (RKO)

Putfliacci

(Col)

Stowaway
(20th-Fox)
1-2
Strangers (»n
a Honeymoon
(GB)
Stuttering Bishop. The (FN)
Sweethearts of the Navy
(GN)
Swift Liglitning (Rep)

One in a Million (20th-Fox) 12-26
One AVay Passage (WB) 12-5
Outcast (Para) 2-6
Outcasts of Poker Flat (RKO)
3-27

I

4-3

(Col)

Step
Jeeves
StolenLively,
Holiday
(FN) (20th-Fox)
12-19

Swing

On the Avenue (20th-Fox)
Once a Doctor (FN)
Once a Hero (Col)

1-2

to Spare

Spy of Napoleon
Star Is ISorn, A

o

(GN)

Holy Terror, The (20th-Fox)
Hotel Haywire (Para)

ot
<»f the
tile Sea
City(Para)
(M-G-M)

Speed

Off tn ibc Knees f20th-Fox)
Oh, Doctor (Univ)

3-20

Happy
(20th-Fox)
Sing ( GN )

Sound of Y'our Voice
Speed Mad
(Col)

N

Nobody’s Baby
Non-Stop New

(FN)

Sing Me a Love Song (FN) 10-17
Sinner Take All (M-G-M)
12-19
Slave
Small Ship
Town (20th-Fox)
Boy (GN)

Souls
Song

More Than a Secretary (Col) 2-20
Murder Goes to College (Para) 3-6
l\l>sterioiis Crossing (Elniv)

Night
Niglit
Night

A

Smart Blonde (WB)
11-28
Smoke
Tree Range
(Univ)
Soldier and the Lady, The (RKO)
Something to Sing About (GN)

(Rep)

Nane.v Steele Is Missing
Navy
(Rep) 4-10
Navy Blues
Spy (GN)
Night Key (Univ)

(RKO)

of Murder,

Sing and Be
sing. Cowboy,

3-13

Midnight Taxi (20th-Fox)
Mighty Treve, The (Univ) 1-16
Mind Your Own Business (Para)
Mountain .Justice (FN)
Moiiidain Music (Para)

TIappy-Go-T.ucky (Rep) 12-5
Hats Off (GN) 1-9
Head Over Heels in Love (GB) 2-27
Hea<lin for the Ri<> Grande (GN) 12-19
Her Husband
Lies (Para) 3-27
Her Hnshand’s Secretary (FN) 3-13
High, Wide and Handsome
(Para)
Hills of Old. Wyoming
(Para)
History Is Made at Night (UA)
Hit Parade, The (Rep) 4-10
Hit the Sa<ldle (Rep)

O’Halloran

(GN)

Dance?

Slight (FN)
Case
Slim

of the People (M-G-M)
1-30
Who Could Work Miracles, The

Marie Walewska
(M-G-M)
Marked Money (GN)

H

Cafnille (M-G-M) 12-26
Captains Courage<uis (M-G-M)
12-26
Career Woman
(20tb-Fox) 11-28
Champagne
Waltz (Para) 1-2
Charlie Chan at the Olympics (20thFox) 4-10
Charlie Chan at the Opera (20th-Fox)
China Bandit (WB)

The

She Had to Eat (20th-Fox)
Slie’s Dangerous (Univ) 1-23
Shooting Showdown
(Col)
Silent Harriers (GB)

Mama
Steps Out (M-G-M)
2-6
Man Betrayed, A (Rep) 1-16
Man of Affairs (GB) 2-13

(Univ)

General Hospital (M-G-M)
General Spanky (M-G-M)
10-31
Gentleman From Kimberley, The (FN)
Girl From Scotland Yard, The (Para)

(RKO)

C
Cafe Metropole (20th-Fox)
California Straight Ahead
Call It a Day (WB)

Maid of Salem
Msdie Way for

1-16

Great Guy (GN) 12-19
Great Hospital Mystery (20th-Fox)
Great O’Malley, The (WB)
12-12
Green Eight (FN)
Gnn Smoke Range (Rep)
Guns of the Pecos (FN)
Guns in the Bark (Rep)

12-12

Light

Shadow,
Sliall We

Good Earth, The (M-G-M)
2-13
Good Old Soak (M-G-M)
Government
Agent (GN)
(Jrand t'an> on (GN)
Great Gamhini, The (Para)

3-20

Breezing Home
(Univ) 2-13
Broadway
Melody of 1937 (M-G-M)
Bulldog Drummond
Escapes (Para)
1-23
Dawn’s

M

4-10

(UA)
Man
IVho3-27
Found Himself (RKO)
Mandarin Mjstery, The (Rep)

Arizona Days (GN) 2-6
Arizona Mahoney
(Para) 2-20
Army
Girl (Rep)
Artists and Models (Para)
As Good as Married (Univ)
As You Like It r20th-Fox) 12-12
Awful Truth, The (Col)

the

Reviewed.

Fifty Roa<Is to Tohti (20th-Fox)
Find the Witness (Col)

Accused (UA) 1-16
Affairs of Cappy Ricks (Rep)
After the Thin Man
(M-G-M)
Alias Blackie Burke (GN)
Angrel (Para)

By

Was

Releases

of Feature

Index

Alphabetical

(Rep)

1-23

AA’hen’s Your Birthday? (RKO)
2-20
AVhen L<ive is Young (Univ) 4-3
AA’hen You’re in T.ove (Col) 2-27
AVhite Bondage (WB)
4-3
Wings of the Morning (20th-Fox)
AVings Over Honolulu (Univ)
AA’interset (RKO)
11-21
AA’ith Best Regards (Col)
AAonian
AVoman
AA'oman
tl’oman

Alone, A (OB) 1-23
Cabases Man
(UA)
I I.ove. The (RKO)
in Distress (Col)

B omen

of Glamour

IVoman

Wise

(Col)

2-6

2-20

(20th-Fox)

1-16

Lloyds of London (20th-Fox) 12-12
l>ost Horizon (Col) 3-6
I.iOve Is News (20th-Fox) 2-27
Love Takes Flig:ht (GN)

San ()uentini (WB)
Sandflow (Univ)

4-10

Scotland Yard Commands
(GN) 3-20
Secret Valley (20th-Fox) 1-2
Seventh Heaven (20th-Fox) 4-3

Y<iu

t'an’t

Buy

Taick

(RKO)

You Can’t Have Everything (20th-Fox)
You’ll Be Married by Noon (M-G-M)
A'ou Only Live Once (UA) 2-6
You're in the Army Now (GB)

39

Columbia
ANDY

CDYDK

COMEDIES

Knee Action (17) — Andy tells the story back of his
hatred for chickens which started when he answered a love note scribbled on an egs- This
led to his marriage to a widow with a mischievous child w^ho ruined his career. Andy Clyde,
Vivian Oakland.
Jan. 9. '37.
Stuck in th-e Sticks (18) — Andy, the general store
proprietor, and Si Ruggles. newspaper editor of
Mooneyville. are bitter rivals for the affections
of Ivy Flowers, who plays one against the other
until she outsmarts both. Andy Clyde, Esther
Howard.

March

COLOR

26, '37.

Scrainhle<l Legs (10) — Scenes from
a
series of
wrestling bouts that unexpectedly turn into gems
of comedy.
Don Seymour, radio announcer, is
the narrator. Feb. 22. ’37.
PARAMOUNT

City’s rooftops: the mischievous
little bear cubs. April 9. ’37.
SCRAPPY

Let's <io (9) — The industrious bees set an example
for the grasshoppers by showing them how to
run

their

Merry

village.

April

8. '37.

Manikins (8) — When
a couple of department store dummies
are pierced by cupid’s bow,
merchandise in the store comes to life and

the

prepares a surprise wedding.
Mar. 19, '37.
Skeleton Frolic (7) — As darkness falls, the graves
in the cemetery open and the skeletons come
out

for a night of dancing and playing nonsensical tricks until the dawn
drives them
back.

Jan.

cat

( OLFMBIA

TOIRS

back

precious

metal.

Jan.

28, ’37.

When
the West Was Young (10) — A picture of the
dead city of Tombstone, Ariz.. and scenes in
Boot
Hill cemetery where
people who
were
lynched, or died with their boots on are buried.
March

5. ’37.

COMMUNITY

SING

No. 1 (10) — Patterned after the come-on-and-slng
air program, Wendell Hall and his orchestra.
Billy Jones and Ernie Hare and Jolly, ten-year
old singing star, persuade audiences to join in
the

choruses

of popular

songs.

Jan.

7, '37.

No. 2 (10) — Wendell Hall, Jones and Hare, and
little Jolly persuade the audience to join in
songs such
Sing.’’ etc.
COl

RT

as “Let’s All
Feb. 19. '37.
OF

Hl’MAN

Sing

Like

the

Birdies

RELATIONS

doesn’t love the girl but feels obligated to marry
her.
Alexander
Kirkland.
Dorothy
Libaire.
Feb.

26. '37.

FEATURETTES
Herald

in

the

Skies

(10) — The

story

of

Twain who was born when Halley’s Comet
appeared and died when
it returned. A
Hix “Strange As
HEADLINERS
Blue Velvet
orchestra.

It Seems”

Music
Buddy

in their modern
KKAZY
KAT

story.

(10)-— Mark
Clark and

type

of dance

April

Mark
first
John

2, ’37,

Warnow
and his
the Symphonettes
music.

April

runs

away.

NEWS

Feb.

AVORLD

12, ’37.

OF

SPORTS

Fishing

Thrills (9) — A
journey through fisherman’s land starting in little streams and ending
In the ocean catching a whale.
Jan. 22, '37.
Fleet Hoofs (9) — Following the education of horses
from colts to full-grown animals when they are
ready to take part in polo matches, harness
races

and

turf

races.

Mar.

5, ’37.

Fun in the AA’ater (10) — A variety of water scenes,
diving, racing, water games
and fancy swimming. March 28,

40

’37.

him.

March

26, *37.

to

the

rescue.

April

March 19. ’37.
Hay Ride, The (8) — Kiko
five little bears join a

(9) — Stars visit the circus, the
an old-fashioned nickelodeon at

Stone’s home, dressed in Gay Nineties costumes. Dolores Del Rio, Joe Penner and Gladys
among

THREE

the

STOOGE

stars.

March

selves. Mar. 19. ’37.
Grips, Grunts and Groans (20) — Arriving in town
aboard a freight, the Three Stooges beat hasty
retreat to a gymnasium
where Curly is offered
$100 to be sparring partner for Ivan Bustoff.
Jan. 15. ’37.
TWO
KEEL

COMEDIES

New
News
(19) — Two
and butler in order
woman’s

engagement

reporters hire out
to get a scoop on
to

a

foreign

as cook
wealthy

prince.

Tom

Kennedy and Monty Collins. April 1, '37.
Sailor Mad
(19) — Overstaying her permit as an
alien in this country. Polly Moran sets out after
a husband, finally landing on a battleship where
sailors have a hard time
orous advances. Feb. 12. 37.

escaping

her

am-

Super Snooper (20) — A police officer on the track
of express company
robbers is given unexpected
aid due to the stupidity of Oley. a restaurant
owner. El Brendel, Monty Collins. Feb. 25, ’37.
Three Dumb
('lucks (20) — The Three Stooges set
out to prevent their father’s marriage to a dizzy
blonde who beloings to a gang of blackmailers.
April 17. ’37.
VAGABOND

TRAVELER

Belgium (9) — Tom
Terriss takes a camera tour to
Ostend with its picturesque fishing boats and
the war-torn town
of Ypres where
millions
fought

during

the

world

w'ar.

Dec.

25, '36.

Through

AND

20th

Century-Fox

Films)

GALS

Comic
Artist’s Home
Life (19 — Jefferson Machamer marries a beautiful girl reporter in order
to get ideas for his weekly comic sheet. Jean
Christie.
Fun's Fun
eternally
a

call

Dental

April 9, '37.
(19) — Jefferson Machamer,
tired of
painting beautiful models, sends out

for “the world’s homeliest girl” who finally turns out to be his own fiancee in dis-

SONG

guise. Feb. 5, '37.
AND
COMEDY

Follies

(10) — Young

dentist

to

pirates

interrupt

a tough

The

(7) — Farmer

join the growing
iasts. Jan. 22. *37.
AND
IRENE

army

A1

Falfa

of trailer

and

enthus-

Courtship, Tlie (19) — Irene sues Tim for a divorce but in court she jumbles up her story of

the

family

difficulties

and

court in an uproar. Feb.
TREASURE
CHEST

Chesapeake Bay Retriever, The
and remarkable achievements
breed

of

TAVO

American

dog.

throws

the

entire

19. '37.

Dec.

(10) — The history
of this distinctive
18,

'36.

KEELERS

Ditto (18) — Buster as an ice man
falls in love
with a beautiful customer who turns out to be
one of twins, both of whom
are married. Years
later he falls for another girl whom
he finds is
a quintuplet. Feb. 12, '37.
High C Honeymoon
(19) — When
the radio program
prize winner walk out the sponsor brings in his
own

favorite

girl singer, which causes some misunderstanding with his wife. Niela Goodelle,

Bob Nolan. Jan. 1, ’37.
Hold It (18) — Two lads prove themselves flops as
newspaper
photographers but finally click by
getting the society beauty's photo. Jan. 29, '37.
Jail Bait (20) — Buster confesses a murder to give
a reporter a “break.” But the latter gums up
the works and rescues him from the gallows In
time

to

prove

Buster

the

hero.

Buster

Keaton.

Jan. Nest
8, '37.on AVhcels (20) — Finding that a runLove
down hillbilly hotel is no place for honeymooners, the couple try to buy a trailer but find the
family cow has appropriated it. Buster Keaton.
March 16. ’37.
Melody Girl (19) — Neila’s brothers and her ten
per cent agent try to save her act by framing
her sweetheart and breaking up her romance.
Neila Goodelle, Lee Sullivan. April 16, '37.
Off the Horses (19) — After always picking the
winners but never betting, a racetrack follower

Educational
GAGS

his pup
TIM

known
as “Brighto” which finally lands them
In the hospital where
they use it on them-

goes

gob’s love making and carry off his girl, he and
his albatross combine to sink the villains’ ship.

Big

Dizzy
Doctors
(19) — The
Three
Stooges are
bounced out of their homes by irate wives but
immediately set out selling a
new
medicine

the kangaroo and the
neighborhood hay ride

the rescue as a fireman when
the orchestra's
torrid music sets the radio station on fire.

23, ’37.

COMEDIES

16. ’37.

and ride to the ice pond. April 2, ’37.
Re<l Hot Music (8) — Klko the Kangaroo

Jan. 8. '37.
Tin Can Tourist,

(Distributed

he

with

comes

Flying South (6) — The Ground Hog radio station
predicts a long hard winter. As the ducks and
animals start south Farmer
A1 Falfa tries to
hitch on to some wild ducks but without success.

19. '37.
Series 16, No. 7
crew races and

9, *37.

Lyin’ Hunter, The (7) — Krazy and his two little
nephews visit the zoo where he tries to Impress
the Kittens until a ferocious tiger escapes and

bed

finds
was all a dream.
Feb. 6, '37.
Bug
Carnival (7) — A
little lady bug is almost
captured by a ferocious insect but her sweetheart

March 5. '37.
Salt.v McGuire (7) — When

the

Wedding Deal, The (10) — Young girl persuades her
wealthy father to finance a poor boy through
college. Graduating as a doctor, he realizes he

to

SNAPSHOTS

Big Game
Hunt, The (9) — Farmer A1 Falfa goes
hunting in Africa where he lands in a cannibal’s stew pot but his Tarzan yell brings on a
friendly lion who saves him.
Feb. 19, '37.
B<K>k Shop, The (9) — Puddy, the Pup, travels to
the land of books where many
of his favorite
characters come out and play with him until he

the silent-day favorites. Jan. 22, '37.
Series 16, No, 6 (10) — Buck Jones and some other
ranch owners; shots of the Santa Monica Gun
Club; Clark Gable and others at the opening of
the new Plaza Theatre In Palm Springs. Feb.

Swarthout

Gold — (tiicst i>f the Ages (10) — Marie Antionette
visited Dr. Cagliastro, alchemist, to secure gold
for bankrupt France, and now
miners in California still sift the sand in the search for the

two

Series 16, No. 5 (10) — The annual screen fathersand-sons barbecue and a party at the Domino
Club introduce Bobby Breen, Eddie Cantor and
Harpo Marx among
the current stars and Agnes
Ayres, Betty Blythe and Helen Holmes among

Fred

29. '37.

of

CARTOONS

SCREEN
Boy and His Dog, A (7) — A little boy’s dream of
his dog becoming bigger than he and retaliating
for the times the boy picked on him.

antics

some
York

Puttin’ Out the Kitten (7) — After Scrappy puts his
kitten out in the cold he dreams that the poor
thing is lonesome and cold and he finally takes
the

RHAPSODY

PICTORIAL

No, 9
(11) — Buddy
Clark singing during
pastoral scenes; some new uses for New

TERRYTOON

puts

show to keep his patient’s mind off
Pinky Lee, Harold Waldrldge.
Feb.

on

a floor

the pain.
26, '37.

finally persuades himself to pass up his own
choice and put money on another. His original
choice wins a 200 to 1 shot. Bert Lahr. March
Pixilated
(20) — A singing window
washer gets a
5. '37.
chance to be a romantic radio tenor and in trying
to

keep his marriage
found public gets in

a
a

secret from his newjam.
Harry Gribbon.

March 19. Perfect
'37.
Praetieally
(19) — The Sisters of the Skillet try to help out the hostess at a gay party
but make a general mess of things. Jan. 15, '37.
Reiuly to Serve (19) — ^^Two process servers trying
to give a summons
to Dr. Brown
in a hospital
narrowly miss all kinds of operations before
they get out of his clutches. Buster West, Tom
Patricola.

March

12,

'37.

BOXOFFICE

:: April 17, 1937,

SllOtt5

'37.

THE

Transatlantic Love
back and forth

eOMPLEtE

(21) — Girl and boy singers fly
across the Atlantic to wreck

each other’s night club engagements
decide to kiss and team up. Sylvia
Jimmie

Brierly.

CHECK-tlF

Dec.

until they
Froos and

25. ’36.

Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer
CRIME
DOESN’T
PAY
Torture Money
(20) — A
district attorney works
single-handed to uncover a
metropolitan city
criminal ring that stages fake accidents to collect insurance claims. Raymond
Hatton. George
Lynn, Mary Howard.
Jan. 2, '37.
FITZPATRICK
TRAVELTALKS
Pictures€iue South Africa (9) — Capetown, mother
city of Africa, with its impressive mountains
and Dutch style of architecture, and Durban,
where
primitive natives mix
with the white
settlers. Jan. 9. '37.
HAPPY
HARMONIES
Swing

CARTOONS

Wedding: (8) — A frog pond wedding ceremony with Cab Calloway, Fats Waller, Bill Robinson and other sepia stars caricatured among

the guests. Feb.
MINIATURES

13, '37.

WImt Do You Think? (10) — A
almost certain death by the
who
is thousands of miles

youth is saved from
voice of his mother
away
at the time.

William Henry. Jan. 23, ’37.
MUSICAL
COMEDIES

Dec.

26, '37

Glove Taps (11) — The kids go in for the manly
art of self-defense with Alfalfa pitted against
a tough kid from the wrong side of the railroad tracks who
finally gets knocked
to the
canvas. Spanky McFarland.
Feb. 20, '37.
Reunion in Rhytlim (11) — The kids put on a musical extravaganza but Buckwheat
proves a disturbing element since he wants to be an actor
instead of a page who announces the numbers.
Spanky
PETE

McFarland.
Jan. 9, '37.
SMITH
SPECIALTY

Bar-Rao’s Night Out
(10) — A
common
raccoon
goes on a nocturnal walk during which he meets
and fights with a
bob-cat, a
skunk
and an
elusive frog Feb. 27, ’37.
Dexterity (9) — Manipulating
objects with
the
hands, such as horseshoe pitching and juggling,
showing trick shots performed by experts. Jan.
16, '37.
Gilding the Lily (8) — Jack Dawn,
head of the
M-G-M
makeup
department, demonstrates the
unusual art while an ugly duckling is transformed into a lovely lady. Feb. 6, '37.
TABLOID
MUSICAL
Dancing on
the pain
and

the
out

singing

the

process.

Jan.

2, ’37,

Paramount
BETTY

BOOP

CARTOONS

Hot Air Salesman, The (7) — Wiftle Piffle becomes a door-to-door salesman but his strange
looking gadgets fail to work when
he demonstrates them at Betty Boop’s house. Mar. 12, '37.
House Cleaning Blues (7) — Betty’s dog rigs up a
series of "goofy” household inventions to lighten
her chores. Jan. 15, ’37.
Pudgy Takes a Bow-Wow
(7) — Betty’s little dog
engages in a fight with a troublesome cat while
she is endeavoring to present her song and
dance act. April 9, ’37.
Whoops,
I’m a Cowboy
(7) — Whiffle Piffle, eccentric little cartoon character, invades the west
when

he learns that Betty Boop
boy sweetheart. Feb. 12, 37.
COLOR
CLASSIC

EEEEASES

mount symphony orchestra and a male choir,
panorama
of the West is unfolded. Jan. 15,

a

Trees (9) — Inspired by Joyce Kilmer's poem, the
famous lines are interpreted musically and vocally in Technicolor. The Paramount
symphony
orchestra, baritone Earl Covert and basso Tudor
Williams are also heard.
PARAGRAPHICS
It's a
odd

March

19, '37.

Living (ll) — Showing an assortment of people who prove that there are any number
of
ways to keep the proverbial wolf from the

door.
Nobody
finds

Tn Cinecolor. March 5, ’37.
Home
(10) — Shorty, the baby chimpanzee,
plenty to amuse himself when
left alone

in a big house for the evening. April 2, ’37.
Where
Snow Is Iting (9) — The Tittle village of
Zermatt, high in the Swiss Alps, is the headquarters for sports enthusiasts from all over
Europe
who
go skiing, skating and
racing.
Commentary
by
PARAMOUNT

Alois Havrilla.
PICTORIAL

Feb.

desires

a

cow-

BuJiny-Moonlng
(7) — The courtship and eventual
wedding of a pair of cartoon rabbits for which
the other residents of the wood make
elaborate
preparations. Feb. 12, ’37.
Chicken a la King (7) — A
love-sick
tan foresakes his harem of hems for

rooster-Sula flirtatious

duck. April 16, ’37.
HEADLINERS

5, '37.

No.

7 (9) — The story of the manufacture of Roquefort cheese; Albert Payson Terhune. famous
American author, at his home; advance views of

some milady’s new dancing frocks. Feb. 12, '37.
No. 8
(10) — The amazing
tides of the Bay
of
Fundy; Rainbows in Hawaii; seven talented musician-brothers, the youngest three years old,
12, ’37.

Hospitaliky (7) — Popeye and Bluto try frantically
to get injured in order to have Olive Oyl nurse
them. April 16. '37.
3Iy Artistic Temperature (7) — Popeye invades the
field of art. He
and
Bluto share a
studio
amicably until Olive Oyl puts both geniuses
frantically to work
turning out a portrait of
her. March 19, ’37.
Organ Grinder’s Swing
(7) — Wimpy’s
wooing of
Olive with his music comes to an abrupt end
through the intervention of Bluto. But Popeye
fixes everything. Feb.
POPULAR
SCIENCE

19,

’37.

No. 4 (11) — New
scientific developments such as
a snore-suppressor, a
device to keep the feet
warm
and an alarm clock that not only rings
but sprays the late sleeper with water. Also a
selection of new kitchen gadgets; the making
of a
modern
microscope, and the manner
in
which oil wells are opened through the use of
nitro-glycerine. Feb.
SCREEN
SONG

26,

’37,

Maxine
Twilight
lariat,

Tappan,
on the

singer. Jan. 29, ’37.
Trail (7) — While
spinning

RICE

his

fast-moving anirope’s gyrations.

SPORTLIGHTS

An
Underwater
Romance
(10) — Romantic
couple
courting in a canoe are interrupted by a group
of mermaids
who drag them to an underwater
night club and they are eventually married in
a
watery wedding.
Narration by Ted Husing.
Jan. 29. '37.
King Soccer (10) — A visit to Buenos Aires where
this international sport, soccer, is played before huge crowds. Narration by Ted Husing.
On

March 26, '37.
the Nose (10)
ing dogs — fox
ers and bird
their services

— Devoted to three types of sporthounds, Chesapeake Bay retrievdogs — and the manner
in which
are utilized. Feb. 26. ’37.

Wrestling, It’s a Laugh (10) — Man Mountain Dean
and some other champions in some hard-hitting
bouts followed by a wrestling match betwen two
girls.

April

23,

Radio

COKUM

Foreign Sports (10) — The outstanding athletes of
foreign nations are pictured in sporting contests
in London, Spain and Japan. April 19, ’37.
Tee Men, The (10) — Disclosing the fine points of
hockey starting with training at Calgary, Alberta. and finishing with the game
on the ice

Music by Morgan
(11) — Russ Morgan, with his
orchestra, demonstrates his versatility by playing the piano, trombone, trumpet and saxaphone
simultaneously, and Linda Lee sings. Feb, 12,
'37.

at Madison Square Garden.
Jan. 15, *37.
Puttin’ on the Dog (11) — The finest bird dogs to
be found in this country are shown in training
and in action, among
them setters, poodles and

Song Hits on Parade (10) — Freddie Rich and his
orchestra; Jerry Cooper and Benay Venuta, vocalists, and a few specialties make up a popular

rcTrievcrsi. Feb. 12. ’37.
Saratoga Summers
(10) — While tracing the history of the famous
racing resort, Bill Corum
shows
many
elaborate dwellings as well as
glimpses of the racing stables and track. March

song program.
Jan. 15, '37.
Star Reporter No. 2, The (9) — Ted Hus'ing introduces some new
talent in the entertainment
field, including a young ballad singer, and also
demonstrates why
some
headliners have
remained at the top. Mar. 12, '37.
MUSICAL
ROMANCE
In

Old

W.voming (9) — Against a musical
ground played by Irvin Talbot and the

BOXOmCE

April

17, 1937.

backPara-

12,HEADLINER
’37.

COMITDIES

Fiorito

and

band.

19, '37,

Franklin Pangborn. March 5, ’37.
Dumb’s the Word (18) — While cleaning the attic of
his house, Kennedy
discovers a teapot full of
gold pieces but it is finally taken away by his
neighbor. June 11, '37.
Hillbilly Goat, The (19) — An electrical appliance
salesman working the Blue Ridge Mountains Is
persuaded by a hill-billy to give a sales talk
to his mountain sweetie but the latter falls iQi
love with the smooth-tongued salesman. Edgar
Kennedy, Fern Emmett.
Jan. 15, *37.
Locks and Bonds
(19) — Edgar nearly turns the
house upside down searching for some stock he
thought worthless but is now selling high. When
he finally locates it he finds the stock is only
common

while it is the
able. Edgar Kennedy,

16.MARCH
'37.
No.
No.
No.

OF

6 (21)
7 (20)
PATHE
8
(20)

Released

preferred that is valuKitty McHugh.
April

TIME
Jan.
Feb.
March

NEWS

twice

22. '37
19, '37
19, '37

weekly.

PATHE
TOPICS
1936-37 releases
No. 4 (8)
No. 5 (9)
No. RADIO
6 (9)

Jan. 29. ’37
Feb. 26, *37
April 2, *37

FLASH

Horse Play (18) — While watching a polo match,
husband is swept by the fever and buys a horse
and the complete
the nag kicks a
things generally.

outfit. To his wife's annoyance
hole in the garage and ruins
Jack Norton, Barbara Pepper.

March
13, MUSICAL
'37.
RADIO

COMEDY

Deep

South (17) — Two young cotton pickers planning their wedding, are overheard by their comrades who arrange a cabin raising followed by
dancing, feasting and singing. Clarence Muse.
Hall Johnson Choir. Jan. 1, 37.
Man

Sampson

(19) — The

Hall

Johnson

Choir

Apr.

several authentic spirituals against a background of the Negro’s conception of Biblical inMay 27.
'37.
SMART cidents.
SET
COMEDIES

Grandma’s

Buoys

(18) — A

ship’s

party

goes

ashore to establish one of its member's
new
drink, but the signals get mixed, resulting in a
free-for-all brawl. Tom Kennedy, Harry Bowen,
Zeffie Tilbury. Dec. 14.
Inlawfull

(18) — Just

as

a

couple

of

newlyweds

settle down, some of the wife’s relatives arrive
to gum
up the works. Johnny Arthur, Maxine
Jennings.
Aprilto 30,live
*37,
S'IKUGGLE
Forest Gangsters (10) — Two hunters engaged In
a mountain
lion hunt are temporarily thrown
off the track by a stray wildcat but their dogs
eventually corner the lion and bring him down.
SUPERBAS
Jan. 8. '37.
Bridal Griefs (18) — Young
man’s uncle promises
him $10,000 on the day he marries, which causes
many
mixups when
uncle arrives before the
actual marriage
takes place. Ford
Sterling,
Diana Gibson. Franklin Pangborn. Feb. 5. '37.
Wrong
Romance,
The (19) — Quarrelsome newspaper editor hires an actress in order to make his
wife jealous but the scheme fails. Leon Errol,

retain their origin charm.
April 16, ’37.
Manhattan
Waterfront
(11) — A
trip along New
York’s waterfront where more than ten thousand ships of all kinds and sizes enter and
leave each year. Feb. 17. '37.
Mount ’36.
Vernon
(10) — The
camera
takes a
trip
through this historic shrine, once the home
of
George Washington.
March
19, '37.
Romantic Mexico (10) — In and around Mexico City
are shown, archeological treasures and pyramids
built years ago as well as the beautiful modern
buildings. Narration by Alois Havrilla. Jan. 2S,

United
MICKEY
Alpine
and
dog

Rhythm
on the Rampage
(18) — An
orchestra
leader makes a date with a blonde just before
her tough boy friend gets out of prison and
leads him a merry chase until he is captured
while the orchestra is playing in a night club.
Ted

Feb.

Vivian Oakland, Barbara Pepper. May 14, '37.
WORLD
ON
PARADE
*37.
California Missums (11) — Places of worship erected by the Franciscan Friars a century ago still

’37.

RKO
BILL

stunt. Donald Kerr, Diana Lewis.
EDGAR
KENNEDY
COMEDIES

Bad Housekeeping (19) — Trying to prove to each
other that theirs is the easier job, Kennedy and
his wife switch jobs, with Mrs. K. at the office
and Ed doing the housework. Vivian Oakland,

sing

a cowboy artist makes
mated cartoons out of the

March
26, '37.
GKANTLAND

Singing in the Air (19) — Pilot of an airliner falls
in love with the stewardess and this leads to his
broadcasting from the plane as an advertising

That

Never Should Have Told You (8)— Wiffle Piffle,
a crazy cartoon character, plays an insane inventor who produces
some
laugh-provoking
gadgets. Nat Brandwynne
and his orchestra.

Celling (9) — A corps of girls take
of painless dentistry by dancing

during

OtllKENT

playing in their native Mexico. Mar.
POPEYE
THE
SAILOR
CARTOONS

Girl’s Best Years, A
(19) — A
much-sought-after
playwright hires a sob sister to protect him from
breach-of-promise suits but she falls In love
with him herself. Mary Doran, John Warburton,
Sheila Terry.
OUR
GANG

ON

2, ’37.

Artists

MOUSE

Climbers (9) — Mickey Donald
a
new
character, a
friendly
get

Donald

dizzy

and

in the

Pluto

mountain

(9) — Donald,

Duck, Pluto
St. Bernard

heights.
the

July

plumber,

25,
de-

velops Pluto’s magnetic personality. Sept. 10. *36.
Don Donald (8) — Donald, the duck, discards his
trusty burro for a modern auto with disastrous
results

to

his

love

affair.

March

4. ’37.

41

dhotis
Magician
stunts

THE

Mickey
(9) — ^Mickey Mouse, doing his
before appreciative audiences, is constantly annoyed by Donald Duck
in an upper

COMPLETE

customers

in.

Sylvia

CHECK

Froos,

Brown, Eddie Bruce. Jan.
DSAVALD
CARTOONS

Bert

- UP

Gordon.

ON

Russ

20, *37.

box. Feb. 4, '37.
Mickey’s Circus (9) — The circus goes to town for
the benefit of the orphans and Donald Duck

Birthday Party
(7) — Oswald
invites the three
little ducklings to his birthday party with disastrous results to the presents and refreshments.

gets the works. Sept. 5, '36.
Mickey’s Elephant (9) — Mickey’s new pet, a baby
elephant, supplants Pluto in his master’s affections. Oct. 8, ’36.
Mickey’s Grand Opera (9) — Mickey has his troubles directing an opera starring Donald Duck
and Dame
Cluck as animal life runs riot over
the stage.

March
29. '37.
Duck
Hunt
(7) — Oswald
and Elmer, his pooch,
start out on a hunt with new mechanical duck
decoys, but the dog proves too noisy, wild ducks
pelt the pair with eggs and the hunt is gen-

Mickey’s Moving Day
(8) — Mickey, Donald
and the Goof help to move an animated

Duck
piano

to new quarters under Peg Leg Pete’s watchful
eye. June 26, ’36.
Mickey’s Rival (8) — Mortimer Mouse, Mickey’s old
pal. returns to stir up some competition in the
battle for Minnie’s affections. Aug. 27. ’36.
Moose Hunters (8) — Donald Duck and the Goof,
disguised as a feminine moose, go hunting in
*37. wilds with unexpected success. March
the
12,
Worm
Turns, The (9) — Mickey Mouse concocts a
mixture which makes
the mouse
turn on the
cat and other weaker
ones. Jan. 1. ’37.
SILLY SYMPHONIES

animals

turn

into strong

Country Cousin, The
(9) — Abner,
the
country
mouse, visits his aristocratic cousin living in
a big city mansion. Oct. 29. ’36.
More
Kittens (8) — The
three pussies get into
trouble but are saved by their friend and ally,
the St. Bernard dog. Jan. 28. ’37.
Mother Pluto (8) — Mickey’s faithful pal. Pluto, a
real he-dog, unintentionally turns motherly to
a flock of little chickens. Nov. 12. ’36.
Three Hlind Moiisketeers (9) — The mouse trio in
their "All for one and one for all’’ battle with
the ferocious cat. Sept. 24, ’36.

Universal
GOING

PLACES

WITH

LOWELL

THOMAS

No. 31 (9) — A dog that pumps its own water; a
lamp-post factory; a blind boat builder; a steam
engine that gets its power from the sun; a
peaceful swarm
of bees; a dog that can climb
tree.s. Jan. 1. ’37.
No. 32 (10) — Erosion in Bryce Canyon. Utah; a
fairyland of rock discovered by an old Mormon

pioneer: Charlie Jones’ strange intimacy with
wild birds wbo come to him when they’re hungry. Feb. 1. ’37.
No. 33 (9) — Miami. Fla., the world’s most famous
tropical winter playground, is shown in its entirety from the palatial homes of the wealthy
to the primitive tents of the original inhabitants. the Seminole Indians. March 15. ’37.
No. 34 (8) — A
fiesta to the ox in San Isidro.
Mexico; borax deposits in Death Valley; the
hottest spot in the United States; the two million dollar mystery man
who
lives in Death
Valley. March
22, '37.
No. 35. (8) — Scenes in the snowscapes of the Cascade Mountains of the Pacific Northwest showing skiiers and the frosty beauty of winter. April
12. ‘37.
MEANY.

MINY

MOE

CARTOONS

1. ’37.
Golfers, The (7) — The misadventures of three monkies out for a day of golf. Jan. 11, *37.
House of Magle (7) — Three monkeys
take refuge
In a house of magic during a storm. Everything
they touch produces bewildering results. Feb.
for

a

Day

(7) — The

Widow

Duck

has

nothing to put in her children’s stockings, so
the three monkies plunder for her. Dec. 25, *36.
Lumber
Camp
(7) — A little bear makes life miserable for the wood-chopping
chimpanzees by
continually snatching their flapjacks until the
mother bear takes him over his knee. March
15. ’37.
MENTONE

COMEDIES

Bargain
Matinee
(10) — Val Irving, running an
elevator in a department store, whisks his passengers to each floor where they can witness
bargain entertainment matinees.
Maple
Leaf
Trio. The Five Flats. Apr. 4, ’37.
Fun liegins at Home
(10) — Extravagant married
couple give an expensive party while owing their
butler back wages, but the latter evens matters
by selling tickets for the affair. Barry & Whit*37.
ledge,
Virginia Verrill, the Charioteers. Feb. 17,
It’s on the Record (10) — Harry Rose, running a
music store, receives a visit from a singer looking for an old record. Their reminiscences spring
to life and entertain. Roy Smeck, Roy Campbell’s Royalists. Mar. 17, ’37.
School f(»r .Swing (20) — A couple opened a school
for swing, using songs and novelties to bring the

crow bandits raid the
STRANGER
THAN

bathing as a cure
of stairs; monster

place. Feb.
FICTION

22, ’37.

for ills; world’s
fire engine, and

tallest flights
a beer-drink-

ing rooster. Feb. 1, ’37.
No. 33 (9) — A
one-armed
paperhanger; Chinese
typewriter containing 5,000 characters; barnyard
chickens with goggles; bicycle with
down
pedals; eyebrows a
yard wide;

up-andfighting

duck and cat; one-legged ski runner. Mar. 1, *37.
No. 34 (9) — A
skyscraper made
of matches:
strange marriage rites of the gypsies; flowers
made of candy; a breeding place for silk worms
in Manhattan; a machine for wearing out fabrics; a. canine lifeguard wdio saves kittens. Mar.
29, ’37.
No. 35 (10) — The president’s double; an
eggpoaching pooch; lighthouse-keeping in the middle of Atlantic City; a
blind watchmaker;
a
school that played hookev; a Cuban Dr. Divine.
April 26. *37.
N(». 3(> (9) — A collector of wooden horses; a bat
farm; a girl who x-rays flowers; an alarm for
dozing drivers; a one-pooch power cart for a
crippled dog.
COMING
SERIALS:
Are Drummond— 13 episodes.
Jungle Jim-— 12 episode.s.
Phantom
Rider, The (changed from The Mystery
Ri<ler) — 1 5 episodes.
S<*cret

Agent

X — 12

episodes.

tT’'IK

June Allyson, Richard Keane. Feb. 27, '37.
Under Southern Stars (18) — A young Confederate
officer quarrels with his fiancee but during the
famous charge at Chancellorsville he makes
a
daring dash through the Union lines to get
new's to General Lee, bringing promotion and
a
reconciliation. Fred Lawrence, Jane Bryan,
Fritz Leiber. In Technicolor. Feb. 20. ’37.
COLORTOUR
ADVENTURE
Hollanders, The (10) — Many novel sights of quaint
and colorful Holland. Jar. 2, ’37.
Nature, the Artist (10) — The beauties of flowers
and plants are brought to the screen in all
their natural glory through the medium
of the
color camera. March 20, *37.
Nice Work
(10) — Indians carding wool and weaving blankets. Swedes winding yarn by spindling)
Norwegians fishing for sardines and Hawaiians
cultivating sugar cane. Jan. 30, ’37.
Lund of the Midnight Sun (10) — A camera trip to
Scandinavia, stopping at Oslo and Bergen, Norway, and then up to the more primitive country of Lapland. Feb.
LOONEY
TUNES
Porky’s

Bed-Time
Vaudeville (11) — Junior plans to stage
a show and before he goes to bed a number of
tnlrnt voiuigsters .sing, dance and put on comBring

edy routines. Jan. 30. ’37.
on the Girls (10) — A

vaudeville

show

with

Alice Murphy’s Quintuplets, novelty act; Goff and
Kerr, songs and imitations; and Edgar Berger
and his dummy.
Charlie McCarthy. Mar. 6, '37.
Reel Vaudeville (11) — Variety subject, with Harry
Rose as master of ceremonies.
He introduces
Thp Three Queens, tap dancers; Carroll and Howe
comedy act; and the Bee Hee Rubyatee Troupe,
acrobatic art. Jan. 22. ’37.
Vitaphone
Diversions (10) — The
Five Juggling
.Jewels; Dave
Monahan,
xylophonist; Brown.
Rich and
Ball, a
comedy
team; and
Smith
and Dale, dialect comedians.
BROADWAY
BREVITIES

April

3, ’37.

Horse’s Tale, A
(20) — Joe
of the race track, take
shape for the race and
Jan. 9. ’37.
Hotel A
La
performers

and Asbestos, chiselers
over a horse, get it in
bring it in to victory.

Swing (21) — A
troupe of theatrical
take over a hotel and add entertainment to the other services of the place.

March
13, *37.
Kick Me Again (21)^ — Joe Palooka and Knobby try
to go to Fra/nce without Punchy, but the kid
trainer stows away and is mistaken for a shipwreck survivor. In Paris Joe meets Ann Howe
anil

wins a fight w'ith the French champ.
Robert Norton, Beverly Phalon, Shemp
Howard.

Feb. 6. ’37.
Mail and Female
(21) — Ken
Murray, about to
get married, finds that his past amours
prevent him from
enjoying his marital bliss.
March
27. ’37.
Play Street (21) — Cherry Preisser, star in a Broadway show, invites her sister, June, and Duke
McHale
to a
party where
they demonstrate
their dancing ability. April 3, '37.
Pretty Pretender, The (21) — Night club singer Impersonates a glamorous foreign star in order to
get a job in a Broadway
show.
Although she
is unmasked, the producer's son
to the club where the contract

takes his father
is signed. Ber-

nice Claire, Stanley. Nina Olivette. Jan. 23, *37.
Romance
of Robert Burns (16) — The famous poet
leaves his country sweetheart to go to Edinburgh where he meets a society girl but he returns to his home
in time to marry his true
love. Owen King, Linda Perry. In Technicolor.
10, ’37.

Pig displays his roPig but he finally

decides to remain a bachelor. April 3. ’37.
Porky, tlie Wrestler (7) — Porky
is accidentally
taken for the champion and is forced to enter
the ring where he throws his larger opponent
and becomes the real
MEl.ODY
MASTER

champ.

Jan.

2, ’37.

George

Hall and His Orchestra (10) — The band arrives
at the theatre and, having no money, goes
’37.
to sleep on the stage where they dream of the
hit they wdll make. Eddie Foy jr., George Her-

Hi

De

Ho
ing a

mann. Jan. 9. ’37.
(11) — Cab

Calloway

great orchestra
tune teller reads his

has

leader
teacup

visions

and
she

of

when
a
pictures

beforhim

singing Fray
and leading
own St.
band.
Feb.
20, *37.
Jac<iues
and his his
Hotel
Regis
Orchestra
(10) — ^The well-known orchestra leader and his
lead

the

band

through

several

musical

numbers.
March
27, ’37.
Roger Wolfe Kahn
and His Orchestra (10) — A
number of tunes in the Kahn
manner with several ol the orchestra doing specialties. Feb. 6,
Special Arrangements
(10) — Peter Van
Steeden
dreams of the day when
he will have an orchestra of his own as the band plays several
selections arratiged by Van Steeden. Mar. 6, *37.
Swanee Cniise (10) — The Louisiana Kings, famous
.state university band, play college and southern airs in a Mississippi showboat setting. Jan.
MELODY
23.MERRIE
’37.
< In Color)
Fella

With

the

Fiddle,

The

(7) — The

romance

a little violinist. March
27. '37.
He Was Her Man
(7) — "Frankie” Mouse

sells

of
ap-

ples on the street to support her shiftless "Johnnie” until she finds he is spending money
on
another. She beats him up and makes him do

Blue Blood (20) — The scene fades to colonial days when a young man trie.s to convince

his prospective mother-in-law that he has a
family trre. Feb. 17. ’37. Georgie Price, Nell
O’Day. Feb. 13, '37.

27, ’37.

Romance
(7) — Porky
mantic nature to Petunia

pianist

a'ACDEVITA.K

RELEASES

Swing for Sale (20) — Hal, who owns a swing music
shop, is in the clutches of a designing widow
but before she can force a wedding, the sweet
young
girl who
loves him
steals a
wedding
dress and brings him to his senses. Hal Le Roy,

Vitaphone
ott;

April

42

unsuccessful. March 8, ’37.
— Oswald, the rabbit, conducts
an up-to-date inn in Birdvllle
temporarily halted wben three

No. 32 (10)' — A
cow who
serves herself; a dog
tricycle rider; 50-year old burning coal beds;
device for selling worms
automatically; mud-

Captain

Big Raee, Th« (7) — The three monkeys
get into
the big auto race and after a breathless ride
across hills and down dales they win the $5,000
purse from Barney Hippo, ace contender. March

8. *37.
Knights

erally exciting if
Everybody Sing (7)
a swing band in
but the gaiety is

CURRENT

I

the selling. In Technicolor. Jan. 2, *37.
Only Have
Eyes for You
(7) — An
iceman is
spurned by his girl friend who runs away with
a crooning ventriloquist while a persistent old

maid captures the iceman. Mar. 6, '37.
Pigs Is Pigs (7) — A gluttinous pig has a nightmare
about his eating habits but It fails fo affect
him. Jan. 30, ’37.
PICTORIAL
REVUE
No.

6

(11) — Proper

aids;

ming; old and
training

teaching

methods

for

swim-

new fashions in women's beauty
horses for trotting, and Swiss

woodcarvings in color. P’eb. 13, ’37.
No. 7 (10) — Explaining the manufacture of phonograph records; women
playing polo; manufacture of lipsticks, the latter sequence in color.
March
20, ’37.
VITAPHONE

NOVELTIES

Ghost to Ghost
Hook-up,
A
(11) — The
Radio
Ramblers have an opportunity to display their
famous imitations of popular stars in a haunted
house.
3, '37.
H<»nie
RunApril
on the
Keys (9) — At a hunting lodge
Byron
Gay
and Zez Confrey, composers, are
trying to get an idea for a song when
Babe
Ruth reminisces about his baseball days, hence
the title song. April 24. ’37.
Medium
Well
Done
(10) — Theodore
Hardeen,
brother of the late Houdini, explains the tricks
which
Poets

fake

spiritualists

play

upon

an

unsuspect-

ing public. Mar. 6. ’37.
of the Organ (10) — Mr. and Mrs. Jesse Crawford play the organ in their inimitable fashion

while Robert Simmons
sings. Jan. 16, *37.
IVhale Ho
(10) — The camera goes on a whaling
expedition and
takes pictures of harpooning,
catching and cutting up a whale for its oil and
blubber.

Feb.

13, ’37.
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April 17, 1937,

NEWS

AND

THE

VIEWS

The

Dawn

and politics have

always

been

credited with a

*’ propensity to make strange bed fellows, a category to
which legislation might easily be added by the logicians
who

observe

the trend of current law making,

as it applies to the motion

particularly

SPEAR
But even
can

though

accomplish

bring home

the bills are killed, their introduction

some

good

of the many

highly desirable goal — a
those who make films and

ever since the first "picture shows" reared their unsightly
fronts along the Main streets of the nation. No other

Primping

business has been subjected to so much legislative regulation, real and attempted, as has the operation of motion

pany sales conventions

states, has had

policies and . studio operations,
far as Hollywood
limited to a
places.

has

few

been

men

blissfully ignorant

to this situation, as they have
problems

confronting

now

medicine
every

but cognizance

is concerned,

comparatively

that has been

been

the

been

of it, so

more

in high

or less

executive

in the making

of and

indifferent

to the many

is getting

a

other

taste of the bitter

forced on the exhibitors regularly

year since the birth of the industry.
before

by

showmen.

Hollywood

bills pending

and

effect on production

The rank and file of those engaged

of films have

But

nationally

its ultimate

the California

than

problems

con-

in any one year.

closer understanding between
those who exhibit them.

for Confabs

ever to be held in the film capital

Already

six organizations

to bring their distribution personnel

here

have

decided

for the annual

pow-wow on product and sales ideas for the 1937-38
season, which, according to every indication, will be a
banner

year

lor every

branch

It is not unlikely, furthermore,
will decide
decisions

to hold

of the industry.
that additional

their conventions

have

not as yet been

This is as it should

be.

companies

here, as definite

as to localities for the confabs

organizations

of several

film

decided.

It is logical for the motion

ture industry to pattern its methods

pic-

along

the lines used

in other lines of business — that of holding

sales conven-

A pair of trick

state legislature pro-

a

Hollywood is donning ns best bib 'n' tucker in preparation for entertaining the greatest number of major com-

picture theatres.
various

annoying

more

their agents

stantly confronting the theatre operators, a step toward
has been a
end of films,

of this legislation, both

if they do nothing

to actors, writers, directors and

a realization of one

picture industry.

Legislation, both enacted and proposed,
bane to those connected with the exhibition

Much

CENTER

of Understanding
By IVAN

1I7AR

PRODUCTION

posing to control actors' contracts, both with studios and
their agents, could, if passed, have far reaching effects

tions at the place where the product is manufactured.
It is even more logical to assume that the sales end of

on the present method

the film industry can learn more

Present

indications

be enacted

of selling talent.
are that the two

into laws

all concerned

and

measures

will not

it will be to the advantage

if they are not. Certainly, production

ties are currently faced with enough
out introducing another

of

activi-

trying problems

with-

one by upsetting the present sys-

tem of handling and hiring talent; a system which, although it admittedly has many evils, has been evolved
through
generally

many

years

of trial and

has

Six Editions Are: NEW ENGLAND, MIDEAST,
TRAL, MIDWEST, SOUTHERN,
EASTERN.

EdiThe
CEN-

should

than it

planned

in

unite to make

the stay of these sales visitors pleas-

ant and send them away with a glowing picture of Hollywood and a clear visualization of the product which next
will emanate

from

IVAN
SPEAR,
Western
Hollywood, Calif., Phone
vTH

of its manufacture

Everybody in the cinema city — and that goes for actors,
actresses and technicians as well as local executives —

year

of the Seven Sectional
Is Published Weekly.

to the home

the article which

can by hearing descriptions of what is being
Hollywood at some distant point by hearsay.

served

satisfactorily.

WESTERN
EDITION Is One
tions in Which BOXOFFICE
Other

error and

it sells by coming

about

the studios

they represent.

Manager, Suite 219, 6404 Hollywood
Blvd.,
GLadstone 1186. WALTER
BARUSCH,
201

Golden Gate Bldg., 25 Taylor St., San Francisco, Calif. JOB COOPER,
2417 Second Ave., Seattle, Wash.
JOHN
A. ROSE, 1620 Clarkson St.,
Denver, Colo. VIOLA
BROWNING
HUTTON,
605 Utah Savings &
Trust Bldg., Salt Lake City, Utah.

ISSUES IN WAKE OF ACCORD
SAG,

Painters Union

and
Labor Complications
Are Feared

CIO Are Occupying
Attention
Bewildei’ed
1 umors

and

by the turmoil
reports

of conflicting

following

the

recent

New

York conferences between motion picture production heads and studio labor
union officials at which the most definite
achievement was the announcement of a
10 per

cent

under

pay

rise for workers

coming

labor

organizations, those closely associated with the movie capital this week were
studying the repercussions of the eastern
confabs as they affected three fronts — the
Screen Actors Guild, the International
Brotherhood of Painters, Decorators and
Paperhangers. and the possibility of an
organized drive by the CIO to unionize the
entire industry.

Of

the

Endorses

three,

the

Drive

CIO

activities

loom

largest in dopesters’ minds The prospect
of an intensive drive for vertical unionization of film studio workers under the guiding hand of John L. Lewis has, in recent
weeks, come closer and closer to the actual
firing of the first guns, which students of
the situation feel are due to boom out at
any minute. This belief has been given
added credence through the disclosure of

600 Sign

CIO

Pledges

The

CIO

drive

has

no

connection

with

results

of the producer-labor union conferences in New York, although word of
it came at a time when the eastern confabs were at their height.
Conservative thinkers in the film colony,
however, scoff at the idea that the CIO
drive can be successful in Hollywood,
ing their opinion on two points:

wages with its workers — artisans and
laborers as well as those in the technical
and production end of the business.
Hollywood,

as

well

as

the

rest

by the company's New York office when
eastern representatives claimed to have
forwarded a complaint, lodged by the
American Jewish Congress, to Hollywood
for "final decision.”
The

Joint Boycott

Congress
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on page
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in New

Council

York

of the Jewish

had

last week

re-

quested Jack Cohn, Columbia’s vice-president, to abandon scheduled production of
feature based on the original story,

"Schloss in Flanders,” which, it was claimed, had been purchased by Columbia from
German Tobis. The move came as a continuation of the Congress’s campaign
against film companies which have had
any negotiations with Germany.
Not

only did Hollywood officials of Columbia disclaim knowledge of the receipt

of any such word from Jack Cohn, but
they also professed ignorance as to whether
any such story purchase was made.

Spigelgass Joins Cohen
president

gass was formerly

of Major

Pictures.

Major’s

Morrie Ryskind, producer and writer who
had been under contract to the company
for the past year, was another to leave
the lot. Ryskind had been laid off as a
part of the economy move, and some days
ago tendered his voluntary resignation by
obtaining a release from his contract.
Those on the inside in production circles here are venturing various opinions
as to the reasons behind J. Cheever Cowdin’s sudden return to Hollywood following a flying trip to New York. Studio officials declare Cowdin’s trip to the east
was merely a temporary cessation of the
production and finance confabs at the
studio in which the chairman is taking a
leading part, notably in the economy drive
which has hit the lot.
Expect

Cowdin

Lead

in Sales

Meet

While Rogers’ formal statement, issued
last week, explained the retrenchment not
as an economy move but as merely the
settling back into normal of Universal production, following a busy shooting season
in which the company put itself way ahead
on schedules, Hollywood is evidencing a
tongue-in-cheek attitude, particularly as
regards

Cowdin’s

In some

hasty

quarters

return.

major

action

on

the

Universal lot, predicted when first indications of the retrenchment program were
seen, is anticipated, although such reports

Leonard Spigelgass has been given the
post of production assistant to Emanuel
Cohen,

fills Kurland’s vacancy.
Layoffs in Economy Move

Spigel-

story editor.

necessarily are not official. Studio spokesmen infer that Cowdin will take a guiding hand in the sales convention
uled here for May 17.

sched-

of

so far failed in their attempts to organize the film industry in its entirety is,
(Continued

Gilbert Kurland, of the transportation
department, replaces Forbes, while Carl

Columbia studio executives this week refused to accept the buck passed to them

southern California, is rabidly open-shop.
The fact that even conservative unions
have

the past few days the music department has been visited by the retrenchment axe, with Lou Forbes, business manager of the department. Tiny Burnett and
Archie Hall, the latter of whom has been
with Universal for more than 20 years,
getting the gate.

bas-

1. The motion picture industry has
always dealt generously in the matter of

2.

During

Dodge Complaint

a

Baynes told Boxoffice that more than
600 studio workers have already signed
CIO pledges, indicating that when sufficient members had been obtained a CIO
charter would be applied for.

ver Cowdin, chairman of the company’s
board of directors, came out to the coast
some weeks ago for production and financial conferences with Charles R. Rogers,
vice-president in charge of production, and
J. R. Grainger, general sales manager.

Columbia Studios

had,

through that body’s western representative, William Dalrymple, at a conference
between projectionists and employes last
week.

Universal’s major activity for the past
week has been a continuation of the retrenchment move launched when J. Chee-

Beringer

W. L. Baynes, president of the Empire Projectionists Union, that his organization
in conjunction with the Studio Employes Protective League, headed by Jack
Lloyd, been given official CIO sanction
and authority to conduct a membership
drive among the studios. Endorsement of
the two organizations by the CIO came

Continues Active

supreme court’s decision this week
upholding the Wagner act, a distinct
feather in the cap of organized labor,
which will undoubtedly add to the
load of woe already carried by those
connected in executive positions with
the picture production business.
Even though there is considerable
doubt in the minds of motion picture
figures as to what possible effect the
act may have on the industry, it is
generally conceded that it will at any
rate throw added complications into
the already muddled complexion of
studio-labor relationships as they
stand at present.

the five-way basic agreement between the major studios and a quintet of

CIO

Universal Paring

Close on the heels of recent labor
development in the motion picture
industry which loom as threats of
ivhat may become one of the most
serious labor situations in the history
of film production has come the

COHEN
Joe

Nadel,

UPS

JOE NADEL

formerly

unit

manager

at

Emanuel Cohen’s Major Pictures Studio,
has been promoted to production manager.

KAUFMAN, YAWITZ ON “CRAZY PEOPLE"
Screenplay for “Crazy People” at RKO
Radio will be written by Charles Kaufman
and Paul Yawitz. Robert Sisk will produce.
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GUILD INCUMBENTS
ARE RE-NOMINATED
The present slate of officers of the
Screen Actors Guild has been re-nominated
in its entirety for the coming election,
scheduled for May 9. The nominating
committee was unanimous in its selection
of candidates. Balloting will take place
for Robert Montgomery, president; James
Cagney, first vice-president; Joan Crawford, second vice-president; Chester Morris, third vice-president; Noel Madison,
treasurer; Murray Kinnell, assistant treasurer; Kenneth Thomson, secretary; and
Boris Karloff, assistant secretary.
Nominated to fill eleven vacancies on
the board of directors were: J. Edward
Bromberg, Lucille Gleason, Porter Hall,
Russell Hicks, Boris Karloff, Victor Kilian,
Murray Kinnell, Noel Madison, Ralph Morgan, Jean Muir, Erin O’Brien-Moore, Irving Pichel, Edwin Stanley, Gloria Stuart
and Franchot Tone.
Members of the board of directors may
also serve as officers.
Junior

Guild

Red Burger, Anita Wilson, Bill O’Brien,
Bee Stephens, Harvey Perry and Peter
Du Rey.
SIGNS

CHODOROV

Republic has signed Jerome Chodorov
to a writing ticket. He will collaborate
with Lew

Rainer and Muni Win
SAG Award
Their work m Metro’s ‘‘The Good
Earth” won for Luise Rainer and
Paul Muni,, co-stars in the film, the
Screen Actors Guild award for best
performance in February The award
will be shared by the pair because
they tied in the voting.
Bonita Granville was chosen best
supporting

player

during

for her performance
“Maid of Salem.”

the month

in Paramount’s

Elects

Members of the Junior branch of the
Screen Actors Guild selected officers for
the coming year at a meeting early this
week, with Larry Steers chosen to serve
as president. Bob Ellsworth elected first
vice-president and Jay Eaton second vicepresident.
Aubrey Blair will be secretary-treasurer
and Nate Edwards goes in as assistant
secretary. New board of directors of the
SAG Junior branch are: Larry Steers, Nate
Edwards, Charles Drubin, Antrim Short,

REPUBLIC

Nazi Warning on Film
Is Menace - Freighted

Fields on “Double

Trouble.”

Republic Awaits
Yates' Arrival
The air of uncertainty and indecision as
to future plans which has hovered over the
North Hollywood studios of Republic Pictures since the resignation some time ago
of Nat Levine, former vice-president in
charge of production, coupled with the
flurries attendant upon the many personnel
changes which have occurred there following Levine’s departure, are due to be dispersed when the long-expected visit of Herbert J. Yates, company president, becomes
a reality with his expected arrival April 19.
Milstein

With

Yates

Yates, who has been anticipated for several weeks, will cheek in to begin a series
of product conferences and, it is understood, will cast about for a successor to
Levine as general production manager He
will be accompanied by J. J. Milstein, general sales manager, who has been holding
a series of regional sales meeting through
the south and middle west for the past few
weeks.
Personnel

Changes

Continue

Pending his arrival, however, minor
changes in personnel are still occupying

When Mae West's new bungalow on
the Major Pictures lot was completed a
few days ago, the first visiting guest
was

Los Angeles County’s sheriff, Eugene Biscailuz, who dropped in to invite Mae to the Golden Gate Fiesta
in San Francisco when the new bridge
is officially opened to the public.

Lined up here are, left to right: Mae’s
boss, Emanuel Cohen, president of
Major Pictures; Mae,
friend, the sheriff.
BOXOFFICE
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Mae’s
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boy

the studio’s attention, the latest being the
addition of Kenny Weaver and Harold
Rossmore to the casting office staff presided over by Paul Wilkins. The pair replaces Paul Sparks, who left the lot recently to take a similar post at Selznick International.
Already on the lot is M. J. Siegal, company executive, who checked in some weeks
ago to begin a preliminary survey of the
situation, the results of which he will turn
over to Yates.

A censorship issue of international import looms big in the unofficial attention
of the film city this week in a situation
which, if threats of interested organizations are carried out, may cause a definite
and irreparable breach between Hitler
Germany and film-making Hollywood.
Consul

Warns

Universal’s production of “The Road
Back,” a sequel to “All Quiet on the Western Front,” warning them that if any sequences in the picture contained anything
detrimental to German culture or the German people, not only would the film be
barred from exhibition in that country,
but any other past, present or future films
in which these actors and actresses might
appear would also be kept out of the nation’s theatres.
Indignant, the thespians included in the
warning have taken the matter up with the
Screen Actors Guild, which may act upon
the matter by consulting with officials in
Washington. Plan of procedure to be
adopted by the SAG was to be discussed
at a meeting scheduled for Wednesday
night. Officials of the SAG could not be
contacted earlier in the week as to what
steps may be taken.
Anti-Nazi

League

SIGNS

RADIO

SCRIPTER

Harry W. Conn, radio scripter who had
been associated with Jack Benny, has
signed a writing contract with Metro.

Makes

Plans

The Hollywood Anti-Nazi League is also
considerably wrought up over the consulate’s warning, and it is understood that
officials of that organization are contemplating dire action, although along what
lines is so far confined to conjecture.
“The Road Back” deals with conditions
in Germany immediately after the Armistice, treating of the inability of returning
troops to adjust themselves to the chaos
which overtook that nation when cessation of the war occurred. James Whale is
directing, with Richard Cromwell, Andy
Devine, Slim Summerville and scores of
others prominently cast.

ANOTHER BREEN YARN
FROM GERTRUDE BERG
Gertrude Berg gets a repeat order from
Sol Lesser to prepare another starring vehicle for Bobby Breen. The radio authoress has completed the original story and
screenplay for “Make a Wish,” forthcoming musical starring the child actor.
Kurt Neumann will direct. RKO Radio
will release.
ASSISTANT

METRO

Actors

Attention was focused upon the matter
when it was learned that the German consul in Los Angeles had taken it upon himself to send individual letters to 60 or more
actors and actresses currently working in

Routine

DIRECTORS

MEET

business was on schedule when

the assistant directors’ unit of the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences
met last week. Eric Stacey presided.

STDDIOS PREPARE FOR
Five Sales Conventions
Are Scheduled for
Hollywood

Aping and Expense
British Drawbacks

Executives of the various studios in
Hollywood are devoting a large portion of
their time these days to laying extensive
plans for the entertainment of the precedental number of sales forces which will
journey to the film capitol shortly for their
annual sales conventions.
With Metro’s salesmen meeting May 2
at the Ambassador Hotel, Howard Strickling, publicity chief, and Don Mcllwane,
one of his aides in that department on the
Culver City lot, have moved into temporary
offices on one of the studio sound stages
and are busily engaged in handling preliminary arrangements for the accommodation of the visitors.
GN Contingent May 16
Grand National’s sales representatives
will pull into Hollywood May 16, aboard a
special train, chartered by the company,
with approximately 70 domestic and foreign department heads, division sales managers and GN producers set to attend. Departments will be represented by Sol Edwards. eastern division manager; James
Winn, western division manager; Saul
Krugman, Winn’s assistant; Ann Rosenthal, head of the home office legal department; Jack L. Barnstyn, head of foreign
sales; Edward Ugast, his assistant; Harry
Allen and A. Adilman, from Canada; M.
Crown, South America; and representatives
from England and France. Edward L.
Alperson will preside at convention sessions. Edward Finney, advertising and
publicity director, and Edward Peskay,
sales manager, left New York this week
for an extended tour of GN exchanges,
winding up on the coast for the convention.
Paramount,

Universal

Meets

Another company which plans to bring
its sales forces to Hollywood this year for
convention sessions, is Universal, which,
originally scheduling its meeting place as
the Ambassador Hotel, starting May 17, has
cancelled those reservations. No word was
forthcoming from the studio as to what
arrangements would be made.
Paramount’s sales convention is scheduled to be held at the Ambassador June
10 to 13 inclusive. District and branch
managers from Canada and the United
States, home office executives and production heads will attend. Although RKO’s
plans are only tentative, it has been announced that executives and members of
the sales forces will convene here in midJune.
Six

Day

Session

for

20th-Fox

Twentieth Century-Fox opens its six-day
session at the Ambassador on May 30,
bringing together more than 250 persons
from 36 American and several foreign offices. The convention will be under the
guidance of S. R. Kent, president, and John
D. Clark, general sales manager.
When Metro’s sales convention in Hollywood gets under way May 2 one of the
features of the entertainment will be a
dinner-dance sponsored by Hal Roach, to
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New

York — While

imitation

may

be a

form of flattery, to W. P. Lipscomb, British screen writer and dramatist, England’s
moiion picture production is getting no
better fast because it is trying to imitate
Hollywood’s methods, with little success.
Lipscomb arrived here Tuesday, en route
to Hollywood to adapt the first sound
film version of “Beau Geste” which was
a successful Paramount silent picture a
number of years ago.
“Film production
Here’s the screen’s newest Tarzan.
Glenn Morris, Olympic decathlon
champion, who has been signed to a
long-term contract by Sol Lesser to
appear in a series of the Edgar Rice
Burroughs ape-man pictures after a
lengthy search. The girl in the picture
is Mary Russell, who’s going to be
Tarzan’s mate in the series.

in England

has gone

completely bust,” Lipscomb said. “One of
the causes is the hiring of third-rate American actors who did not have enough pulling power to capture the American market.
Another reason is that they are spending
more

money

than the pictures justify.”

Home

Office

Surprised

The Paramount home office expressed
surprise at the news that Xapscomb was to

GLENN MORRIS IS
SIGNED AS TARZAN

write talking picture version of “Beau
Geste” and referred inquiries to the studio
in Hollywood. It was a probability, however, an executive said. If made, the picture will be set for 1938-39 release.

Bringing a six months’ search to a close
Sol Lesser last week signed Glenn Morris,
decathlon champ and ex-car salesman, to
portray Tarzan in Lesser’s projected series
of films based on the stories by Edgar
Rice Burroughs.
Morris will begin work early in May in

BRITISH PRODUCTION
IS SMPE SUBJECT

the title role of "Tarzan’s Revenge,’’ first
in the series, which will be released through
20th Century-Fox. Over six feet in height,
he weighs 194 pounds, and was employed
by the National Broadcasting System in
New York at the time of his affiliation
with Lesser.

Metro Signs William
Warren William has signed a long-term
acting contract with Metro, to go into effect as soon as he has completed his role
in "Midnight Madonna’’ for Major Pictures. It will be William’s first association with Metro since he starred in “Skyscraper Souls’’ for the company in 1933.
STOLOFF
RKO

DRAWS

RKO

TERMER

Radio has signed Ben Stoloff to a

term contract. He is now readying “SuperSleuth,” with Jack Oakie, Ann Sothern and
James Gleason, for early shooting. Edward
Small will produce.
take place May

5. The

affairs will take

place on one of Roach’s new sound stages,
and Constance Bennett, Cary Grant, Roland Young, Norman McLeod, Billie Burke,
Alan Mowbray, Hedda Hopper and others
will be on hand to welcome the visitors.

Technical

and

engineering

phases

of

British film production were to be discussed this week when the Society of Motion Picture Engineers held a meeting
April 15 at the Roosevelt Hotel in Hollywood. Several speakers, who have been
associated with production in England during the past two years, included A. E. F.
Macinerny, who was in charge of sound
installation and engineering; Jack Okey,
art director; Charles Rosher, A1 Gilks and
Ray Rennahan.

Writers Shifted
Shifts in writing assignments at Paramount last week saw Garnett Weston detailed to write an original for the feature
Anna May Wong will make under the terms
of the one picture contract recently closed.
Production will start in early fall. Russell
Crouse and Howard Lindsay have been
taken off of “The Big Broadcast of 1938”
and set to write on Jack Benny’s next
starrer, “Artists and Models.” Frank Partos goes to B. P. Schulberg to help out on
a writing job.
NEWCOMER WITH WHEELER-WOOLSEY
An 18-year-old newcomer from the New
York stage, Marjorie Lord, will get her big
screen chance in the femme lead of “Easy
Going,” next Bert Wheeler-Robert Woolsey
comedy feature for RKO Radio. Lee Marcus will produce.
BOXOFFICE
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CBS Awaits Building
Permit to Start Studio
Agency Limitation Bill
Delayed

One of the remaining famous “twogun" women of the American frontier, “Alaska Nellie” hawing, is showing Tom Keene her favorite pastime in
the days when the West was really
wild. “Alaska Nellie," now 63 years of
age, is in Hollywood, collaborating with
Roger Whately, Crescent Pictures scenarist, on her biography.

PRODUCTION PACE
HIGH AT PARAMOUNT
The
down
where
week
to 13.

approach of summer has not slowed
production on the Paramount lot,
three new films went into work this
to bring the total before the cameras

Starting this week are “Artists and Models,” starring Jack Benny: “Exclusive,”
with Frances Farmer and Fred MacMurray; and “Easy Living,” with Jean Arthur
and Edward Arnold. Other productions
now shooting are the Irene Dunne starrer,
“High, Wide and Handsome;” “I Met Him
in Paris,” starring Claudette Colbert;
“Mountain Music,” with Bob Burns and
Martha Raye; Ernst Lubitsch’s “Angel,”
starring Marlene Dietrich; “The Last Train
Prom Madrid;” “Night of Mystery;” “Hotel
Haywire,” with Leo Carrillo: “The Great
Gambini,” a B. P. Schulberg production;
“Midnight Madonna,” being produced for
Paramount by Emanuel Cohen’s Major
Pictures; and “North of the Rio Grande,”
a Hopalong Cassidy western under Harry
Sherman’s

production guidance.

RKO Borrows Stewart

Hollywood’s clan of agents gained
a temporary respite in their protest
against the King assembly bill No.
965, striking at agency contracts with
clients and the premise that they
should be limited to one year, and
also providing that commissions
taken by agencies for jobs obtained
for their clients should be restricted,
lohen Mike Levee, heading the steering committee of agents organized to
keep a check on such legislation’s
progress, disclosed last week that the
bill had been held up in the committee on labor and capital until early
this week.
The postponement came as the result of a hasty trip made to Sacramento by Levee last week, and was
granted on the condition that the bill
would be acted upon at the committee’s next session. Levee, in reporting the action to a group of
agents at a meeting last week, voiced
optimism as to the measure’s doom.

EQUITY PETITIONS
HAMPDEN CANDIDACY
New

York — A petition requesting

Hampden,

Walter

president of the Players, to run

for the presidency of the Actors’ Equity
Assn., in opposition to Frank Gillmore, is
being circulated backstage at local theatres
with more than 300 names already signed.
The petition was said to have been started
by the so-called “center group” in Equity,
but it is understood to have the backing
of the insurgent faction once known as
the Actors’ Forum. From his home in
Ridgefield, Conn., Hampden said that he
knew nothing about the report of his candidacy and therefore refused to comment
on it. Gillmore was recently renominated
for the Equity presidency, a post he has
held since 1929, with the election scheduled
for June 4.

Awaiting the go signal in the form of a
building permit from the city, the Columbia Broadcasting System this week was all
set to begin construction on its new $2,000,000 radio studio on the corner of Sunset and Gower, in the heart of Hollywood.
If present building plans are carried out
the new outlet will be ready for occupancy
next November, according to the disclosure
of Donald W. Thornburgh, western head of
the network.
Will

Include

Seven

Studios

To house radio station KNX, the CBS
outlet in Hollywood, the edifice will include
seven studios and a five-story executive
office building, with adequate facilities for
television to be built into the layout.
Largest of the studios will be the auditorium, which will seat 1,050 persons, while
the other studios will vary in size up to a
250-seat capacity. Professor Vern Knudsen, member of the faculty of the University of California at Los Angeles, has been
engaged as acoustical advisor. The buildings will be air-conditioned throughout.
Mutual

Experiments

With

Television

The Don Lee -Mutual system meanwhile
has been continuing its experiments with
long-distance television in preparation for
the problematical coming of sight-andsound commercialization with Harry Lubcke, director of television for Don Lee, last
week projecting a telecast ten and onehalf miles in a demonstration before scientists of the California Institute of Technology. The broadcast was made from the
Don Lee station, W6XAO, in Los Angeles,
to the home of the school in Altadena. This
distance has never before been covered on
as large a screen — dimensions of which are
eight by ten inches, with a 300-line image
repeated 24 times a second. The sound
was projected over an auxiliary short wave
channel.
Maxwell

House

Show

From

Coast

Don Lee officials have upped Ed Lowry’s
Sing Time program, which had been a local
feature over KHJ, to the Mutual network,
(Continued on page 50)

James Stewart goes to RKO Radio on
loan to play opposite Ginger Rogers in the
Pandro S. Berman production, “Vivacious
Lady,” which went into work this week.
Stewart, borrowed from Metro, joins a cast
including James Ellison, Fay Bainter, Donald Crisp and Virginia Weidler.
George Stevens will direct from the original story by I. A. R. Wylie and the script
by Anne Morrison Chapin.
NIGH

ON

TOM

KEENE

STARRER

Tom Keene’s next starrer for Crescent,
“The Right to Kill,” will be directed by
William Nigh.
BOXOFFICE

Three

members

of the Samuel

Goldwyn

company bound for a two-month location
trip to Samoa settle themselves in deck
chairs aboard the S. S. Monterey and don
their titles as “the luckiest trio in Hollywood.” Left to right, they are: Percy
Ikerd, production manager of the “Hurricane" unit; Stuart Heisler, location director, and Bob Webb, assistant to Ikerd.
With

sixteen other members of the company, they will return to Hollywood in June.
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FREDRIC MARCH

GETS

SEVEN SUBJECTS
BY HARMAN -ISING

LEAD IN "BUCCANEER"
Fredric

March

has

been

chosen

to play

Harman-Ising Cartoon studios are rushing seven subjects to completion this week,
one of them introducing a new cartoon
personality, a rabbit. Three feature Bosko;
two are adventures of the little pups; Little
Cheeser, the mouse, is in a sixth; and the

the title role in Cecil B. DeMille’s forthcoming production for Paramount, “The
Buccaneer,” which will go into production
early in June.
Opposite him, in the feminine lead, will
be Franciska Gaal, talent importation from
Europe, who has been in Hollywood since
December preparing for her American film
debut. Edwin Justus Mayer is writing the
screenplay.
DeMille. who has already completed one
research and camera expedition to New
Orleans and the bayou region, will send
another crew to that country shortly.

seventh is a new feature titled “Smoke
Dreams.” Metro will release.

Labor Issues
(Cntinued

Cro.ss.”

NAMES
TO STORIES

Monogram’s story department on the
coast will be headed by Hazel Jameson,
according to the announcement of Scott
R. Dunlap, production chief, while George
Kann, former independent producer, has
been

placed in the production managership post of the local unit at Hollywood
Studios.

Back

on his feet again

after an illness

of almost a year. W. C. Fields is getting in trim at the Las Enemas health and-pleasure resort in preparation for
his return to the screen in a forth coming Paramount pictuie.

Miss Jameson was formerly personal
story editor for Carl Laemmle .ir.

ANN SOTHERN
FEM
Ann

"SLEUTH"

Sothern

Offers Color Aid

TO TOP

Exhibitors

ROLE

gets the leading

feminine

role opposite Jack Oakie in RKO Radio’s
“Super Sleuth,” which starts shooting late
this month under Ben Stoloff’s direction.
Edward Small will produce.
The original story was by Harry Segall.
Bertram Millhauser did the screenplay.

page

booking

the Grand

National

Keller-Dorian color feature. “Grand Canyon.” which Richard A. Rowland will produce, will receive special color filters from
the company for the showings. The studio
is assembling the color cameras under the
supervision

of Albert N. Chappereau, Keller-Dorian expert, who will scout the
Grand Canyon area and make color tests
of location sights. No cast has been signed.

SAG, Painters May Ally
The more liberal element is of the opinion that the CIO stands an excellent
chance of securing a foothold, basing its
contention on several incidents which occurred at the eastern labor-producer meeting. Close followers of that meeting aver
that the failure of the Screen Actors Guild
in its plea to be included in the basic labor
agreement with the studios — during which
Kenneth Thomson, executive secretary of
the SAG, was unable to gain admittance to
the confabs — may lead to an alignment
with the CIO. Thomson, who has returned from New York, could not be
reached for a statement on the matter.
Liberals in the film colony also feel that
the SAG may throw its strength to the
International Brotherhood of Painters,
Decorators and Paperhangers, as reports
of such an alignment are currently making
the rounds in Hollywood. The painters,
also defeated in their attempt to gain admittance to the basic studio labor agreement, have indicated that they will discuss a separate agreement with producers
outside of the basic pact. The announcement was made at a meeting of the painters’ locals early this week at the Hollywood
Legion Stadium — at which
also was present.

Prepare Ritter's 7th
Preparations for “Rider of the Rockie,”
Tex Ritter’s seventh musical western for
Grand National, have been completed by
Edward Finney. Louise Stanley has the
feminine lead and H. N. Bradbury will
direct. Production starts April 26.
Robert Emmett did the screenplay from
an original by Lindsley Parsons, who is
supervising production.

Roadshow

Sequence

The roadshow run of Metro’s “The Good
Earth” at the Carthay Circle Theatre will
be terminated in two weeks, according to
the announcement made by Metro last
week, and will be followed at that time by
“Captains Courageous,” the Spencer TracyFreddie Bartholomew starrer. also a Metro
production.

It goes in as a two-a-day

show.

Doris Nolan Borrowed
Doris
Universal

Nolan

has

by Samuel

been

borrowed

Goldwyn

from

Sidney, Humphrey Bogart and Joel McCrea are already cast.
William Wyler will direct from Lillian
Heilman’s

WILLIAMSON

WITH
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Society

prize awarded

by the American

of Composers, Authors and Publishers for the best song written during the

period was won by Frederick Hollander,
Paramount composer, for his composition
Shadows.”

Leo

Robin

SI

Married

for

COLE

TO TREAT

’’BEHIND THE MIKE"

Screenplay on Universal’s “Behind the
Mike” will be written by Lester Cole. Lou
Brock will produce. Thomas Ahearn and
Alton Butterfield wrote the original story.

SAG’s

Thomson

General Pay Boost
It is also reported that Thomson will
endeavor to obtain a collective bargaining
pact with the studios outside of the basic
agreement. In the event of a joint move
of SAG-Painters International members
to gain studio recognition, it is felt in inner
circles that the CIO may be called upon
for aid.
Now

included in the basic wage agreement at the studios are the United Brotherhood of Carpenters and Joiners of America. the International Brotherhood of
Electrical Workers, the International
Brotherhood of Teamsters, Chauffeurs,
Stablemen and Helpers, the American Federation of Musicians, and the International
Alliance of Theatrical Stage Employes and
Motion Picture Machine Operators of the
United States and Canada. Aside from the
Musicians, who had not asked for an increase, all will be given a 10 per cent pay
rise, effective April 26.
Carpenters,

Phanes Williamson has joined the Selznick International writing staff, going to
work for the Merian C. Cooper unit. He
recently turned in the completed script
of his original story, “They
Money,” to RKO Radio.

Quarterly

“Moonlight and
wrote the lyrics.

script.

PHANES

Cops Ascap Prize

for an im-

portant role in “Dead End,” which Goldwyn will film from the stage play. Sylvia
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according to these dopesters, indication
enough that the CIO cannot win out.

The role is March’s first for Paramount
since the DeMille production “Sign of the

MONOGRAM
JAMESON

from

electricians,

gaffers,

best

boys, lamp operators, wind machine operators, prop manufacturers, property departments, projectionists, grips, chauffeurs,
truck drivers, sound technicians, cameramen. laboratory workers and still departments come in for heavier pay-checks.
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:; April 17. 1937.

^inimatk^
Sid Rogell, RKO Radio studio manager,
has returned from a trip to New York.
★

Minnesota’s Senator Orr was the guest of
Louis B. Mayer at the Metro studio this
week.
★

•k

Fenn Kimball, General Pictures president, has returned from an eastern trip,
having settled distribution deals. Max

Joari Davis has reported back to work
at 20th Century-Fox after spending two
days at the Cedars of Lebanon Hospital
recovering from a wrenched back sustained
in an accidental fall.

Kravetz, Kimball’s aide, was expected in
early this week from a similar trip.

k

With Oscar Straus as guest of honor,
Edgar Allen Woolf entertained Reginal Le
Borg, Mary Carlisle, Kay English, Mr. and
Mrs. Harold Gunn and Bert Lytell.
•k

Prank Lloyd and members of his research party have returned from a northern California trip.
*

*

Metro’s jnusical advisor, Mary Garden,
is back from New York. She was accompanied by her mother, Mrs. Robert Davidson Gardner.

W. S. Van Dyke is in Washington, hobnobbing with officers of the Marine Corps,
to which he once belonged, and gathering
data for a film about the Devil Dogs which
he will direct.
★

Edward Arnold is sulphur soaking at the
Norconia club between pictures.
★

Lawrence Langner, playwright and director of administration for the New York
Theatre Guild, was guest of Ernst Lubitsch
on the Paramount lot last week — his first
visit to a film studio. He was accompanied
Langner,

and
•k

by his wife, Armina

Christians.

Mady

*

George Folsey, Metro cameraman, left
last week for a six-week vacation in New
York.

After undergoing a minor thyroid operation last week, Spencer Tracy was recuperating at the Good Samaritan Hospital,
where he was due to remain for a week.

David Rose, vice-president of Samuel
Goldwyn, Inc., has returned to New York
following a coastal visit.

*

Waiting for the cameras to roll, Stuart
Erwin, left, chats with Richard A.
Rowland, center, and Zion Myers, who

★

is producing “Small Town Boy,” in
which Erwin will initially star for
Grand National. Rowland is currently
producing “Dynamite,”
Cagney, for GN.

starring James

*

Harold Hurley is on his way to Honolulu
for his o-nnual vacation.
*

Sam Bischoff and Leon Schlesinger are
vacationing for a month in Hawaii. They
sailed this week aboard the S. S. Lurline.
*

Archie Mayo has returned to Hollywood
to take over a directorial assignment.
*

York concerning next season’s product.

Sam'l Goldwyn Grooms
Norwegian Star
Over at the Samuel Goldwyn
studios officials of the company are
indulging in strenuously secretive
measures to keep word from leaking
out as to the presence of a recentlyimported foreign actress who is being
carefully groomed for important roles
in forthcoming Goldwyn productions.
Spokesmen reluctantly admitted
that her name is Sigrid Gurie, that
she has been in Hollywood under
contract to Goldwyn for approximately six months, and that she is
undergoing exhaustive screen, voice
and diction tests. Future plans for
the actress, who was imported from
Norway, have not been disclosed.
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Guests numbering more than 125, mcluding actors and writers prominent in
Hollywood, were hosted by Silas Prime,
story editor for Ben Rinaldo, at a cocktail
party at his penthouse offices last week.
*

Maria Ouspenskaya was due in this week
from a short business trip to New York to
resume her picture work at Metro.

k

Ben Piazza, Major Pictures executive, is
conferring with representatives in New

Director Sam White and Clarette Ellis,
socialite from Tulsa, Oklahoma, will be
married in June.

Director and Mrs. Gus Meins celebrated
their 20th wedding anniversary this week
with a dinner party at the Biltmore Bowl.
Among the guests were Mr. and Mrs. Del
Lord, Miss Marion Shelton, Gordon Douglas and George Givot.
k

Mr. and Mrs. James Burke entertained
recently at their new Glendale home, holding a dinner party for Mr. and Mrs. Melvin
Ballerino, Claire Luce, Rouben Mamoulian
and Joseph Youngerman.

Medic Academy

Meets

Members of the Hollywood Academy of
Medicine held their regular meeting at
Paramount this week, where they were
shown the new Barbara Stanwyck-Joel McCrea film, “Internes Can’t Take Money,”
and heard talks by Dr. Claude W. Munger,
president of the American Hospital Association, Malcolm T. MacEachern, director
of the American College of Surgeons, and
Dr. L. B. Rogers, superintendent of the
Hollywood Hospital.

Ben Goetz and Bill Ritchid, M-G-M executives, and Sam Jaffe planed out for
New York, where they will sail soon for
England aboard the Normandie.
*
Among recent airlane visitors in from
New York was Leslie McDonald, GB executive.
k

On the first trip to her home town since
she recently attained stardom, Margaret
Tallichet flew to Dallas for a visit with her
guardian.

*

Conrad Thiebauldt left via plane for New
York this week.

Cutting Room Shimmy
High Priced
Gilda Gray’s price for shimmying
on the cutting-room floor is $250,000.
She filed action against Metro for
that amount this week because, she
charges, scenes in which she performed her famed shimmy dance in
the film “The Great Ziegfeld” were
edited out of the picture. This, according to Attorney White McGee jr,
member of the legal firm of Parker
and Stanbury, who is representing
the dancer, has injured Miss Gray’s
professional standing to the tune of
a quarter of a million dollars.
Action was filed in federal court
here.
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No Real Enmiti] Between
Radio and the Screen
^HERE should be no real enmity between
the radio and the screen because essentially the two belong to different worlds.
Radio appeals to the ear and the screen is
visual entertainment, and in basic qualities
the two do not overlap.

By

Gus

(Director

Meins

for

Republic)

Rather I believe that the radio and the
screen can work hand in hand, for there is
no better training field today than radio
for developing talent which can be used
to advantage on the screen.
Become

Film

No one can deny the tremendous possibilities of the radio in building up a personality into a national figure, and it is
because of this that the radio can become

Time was when the
Broadway stage shows
ing ground for talent,
tion picture drew its
alities.
More

stock companies and
served as the trainfrom which the monames and person-

to Screen

Today it is the radio which fills this
purpose, and more and more stars are being featured on the screen who began their
careers as radio performers.
I do not believe that there can be any
real enmity between the radio and the
screen, because the urge to see a drama
unfolded rather than to hear it being
talked about is so strong that theatre patronage should not be greatly decreased by
radio. The screen possesses one quality
that radio does not, and that is the quality
of being able to show the performers. No
matter how strong the radio program may
be, it still lacks that quality of the visual
and can depend only upon words and
music.
In “Hit Parade” we have combined with
successful results the visual with the artistry of many radio performers. The sets
we use are lavish and furnish a luxurious
background for the talents of Frances
Langford and Phil Regan, both of whom
first began their careers as radio artists.
Take

Many

From

Air Lanes

Following out this theory that the radio
is the proving ground for much excellent
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from page 47)

under Fox West Coast sponsorship here
and on a sustaining basis elsewhere.
The National Broadcasting Company will
move another airer out to Hollywood as
point of origin when the Maxwell House
Show Boat switches to the film-radio capital early this summer, with Charles Winninger, the original Cap’n Henry, going
back to the top post Lanny Ross, now
master of ceremonies on the program, will
be given another show to head.

Dalton

Ally

the motion picture’s greatest ally.
The personalities who click over the air
must depend upon voices alone, and therefore must be twice as good as though they
were appearing on the stage. Thus when
a radio personality clicks over the ether
waves, it is practically a one hundred per
cent bet that the same personality is a good
possibility for pictures.

(Continued

Continuing its “Paramount on Parade”
airer, inaugurated some week ago, Paramount announced this week that “Make
Way for Tomorrow,” forthcoming picture
made by that company, will be dramatized
on an early broadcast, with Victor Moore,
Beulah Bondi, Thomas Mitchell, Elizabeth
Risdon and Ray Mayer, appearing in the
film, set to re-enact their roles for the air
show.

There has been a great deal of talk lately
that certain radio programs tend to hurt
theatre attendance, and while it is true
that there are exceptions, I do not believe
that the radio and the screen are serious
enemies.

Can

CBS Studios

Plans

Center

Again occupying a major place in the
conjectures of local radio fans is the wideopen spot on the Hollywood Hotel program
which will be occasioned by Fred MacMurray’s withdrawal April 30. Listed as
possibilities are Tony Martin, 20th Century-Fox’s singer-actor, and George Murphy, Universal player. Rumors that Dick
Powell would return to the emcee spot were
quashed this week by network officials.
Victor Dalton, owner of station KMTR,
took preliminary steps this week preparatory to beginning building plans for his
projected new radio center on Cahuenga
Avenue when he purchased the station’s
transmitter site near Santa Monica Blvd.

screen material, we have selected many
radio entertainers for roles in this picture.
Among them are George Givot, known over
radio as the Greek Ambassador, the comedy team of Oscar and Elmer, and many
others. In addition to this we have the

and Cahuenga from Loew’s, Inc. The
ground will be used to house the new studio
facilities.

music of Eddy Duchin's orchestra, a top
ranking band, and other bands which are
famous over ether waves.

Inventor Dead

Thus in the “Hit Parade” at Republic
we have pioneered in the theory that a star
who clicks over radio is an excellent bet
for pictures, and we have followed out this
theory to the extent that a great percentage of the featured players in the cast are
also of radio extraction.

dow"
s to Meg
Shore
"The Shadow,”
which "Sha
Max and
Arthur
Alexander will produce for Grand National
as the first of a series of four features to
be based on the exploits of the radio and
fiction character, will be directed by Lynn
Shores. Production starts April 19, with
the title character yet unselected.
RKO

SIGNS

DANCER

RKO Radio has signed Ann Miller, 18year-old dancer, to a long-term pact. She
goes into “Easy Going,” the forthcoming
Wheeler-Woolsey comedy.
METRO

PEN PACT

TO ELMER

HARRIS

Metro has signed Elmer Harris to a
writing contract. He will prepare an untitled original.

RKO

KILLY ON "JUNIOR G-MEN"
Radio has assigned Edward

to direct “Junior G-Men.” The
goes before the cameras April 19.

Killy
picture

Rome — Filoteo

Alberini, an

early inven-

tor of motion picture apparatus, is dead
here at 70 years. In 1895 he perfected the
kinetograph, a motion picture camera, only
a few months after Louis Jean Lumiere was
hailed as the inventor of motion pictures.
Among his development was a miniature
film now used in amateur motion picture
cameras. He had been working on a system of three dimension film projection.

Samuel
New

J. Goldstein

York — Funeral

services

for Sam-

uel J. Goldstein, father of Manny Goldstein, Republic producer, were held Wednesday at West End Chapel here with
burial at Beth Olem, Cypress Hills, L. I.
Goldstein died here Sunday following a
brief illness. In addition to his son, who
came on from the coast to attend the
services, he is survived by two daughters,
He was the father-in-law of Sam Liggett,
ment.
head of Columbia’s non-theatrical departNAVY

CAMERAMEN

AT METRO

To conduct an intensive study of photographic technique. Lieutenant Tyree, of the
U. S. S. Argonne, with a corps of eight
navy cameramen, has checked in at Metro.
He will be aided by John Arnold, chief of
the studio camera department.
BOXOFFICE
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dick. Producer: Zion Myers. Director: Glenn
Tryon. Original: Manuel
Komoff.
Screenplay:
Glenn Tryon.

Victor Killan, James
Donlan, Franklin Pangborn, Granville Bates, Zeni Victor!, Don Rowan.
Producer:
Myles
Connolly.
Director: Harry

PREPARING
ANYTHING
FOR
A
THRILL
(Condor)— with
Frankie
Darro, Kane
Richmond.
Producer:
Maurice Conn. Screenplay: Juan Mertz, Joseph
O’Donnell.
CARTOON
LOVER
(Rep) — with Nancy
Carroll.
Producer: Leonard Fields. Screenplay: Edmond
Seward.
DANCE,
FOOL,
DANCE
(20th-Fox) — with Jack
Haley, Leah Ray.
DON’T
FALL
IN LOVE
(Condor) — ^with Pinky
Tomlin.
Producer:
Maurice
Conn.
Original:
Arthur Rogers,
John Clymer.

Joseph

O’Donnell.

Screenplay:

FACE
THE
FACTS
(GN)— with Stuart Erwin.
Producer: Zion Meyer. Original: Clarence Buddlngton Kelland.
Screenplay: Betty Laidlaw,
Robert Lively.
FLASH
Coxe.

CASEY

(GN) — Original:

George

Lachman.
Original: Myles Connolly. Screenplay: Ethel Hill, Hervey Ferguson.
SARATOGA
(M-G-M) — with Clark Gable, Jean
Harlow.
Producer: Bernard Hyman.
Director:
Jack Conway.
SWEETHEARTS
OF THE
NATTf (GN)-^ith Eric
Linden, Cecilia Parker, Roger Imhof. Producer:
B. F. Zeidman.
Director: Duncan
Mansfield.
Original: Garrett Graham, Jay Strauss. Screenplay: Carroll Graham.
WHITE
HEAT
(Col) — with Rosalind Keith, Don
Terry, Nana
Bryant, Russell Hicks, Joseph
Sawyer,

Dick Curtis, Billy Benedict, Marc Lawrence, George Pearce, John Dilson, John Gallaudet. Producer: Wallace MacDonald.
Director: D. Ross Lederman.
Original: Owen
Franmell.

cis, Screenplay: Owen

Sam

Zimbalist. Director:
ginal: Harry Ruskln.

Sten.

Producer:

LET’S TALK
OF LOVE
(Para)— Producer: B. P.
Schulberg.
Original: James
Edward
Grant.
Screenplay: Frank Partos, George Bruce.
MAD
ABOUT
MUSIC
(Univ) — Producer: Joseph
Pasternak. Original: Marcella Burke, Fredrick
Kohner.
Screenplay: Marcella Burke, Fredrick
Kohner.
MERRY

CHRISTMAS
(M-G-M)— with Lulse Rainer. Producer: Norman
Krasna. Original: Dore
Schary, Hugo Butler. Screenplay: Dore Schary,
Hugo Butler.

MOLLY,
BLESS
HER
(M-G-M)— with
Tucker. Original: Frances Marion.

Sophie

Director: Alfred E.
ence Budington Kelland.

Green.

Original:

Clar-

SECOND
Power,

HONEYMOON
(20th-Fox)— with Tyrone
Loretta Young. Producer: Raymond
Griffith. Director: Edward
H. Griffith. Original:
Philip Wylie.

STTIICTLY
ACCIDENTAL
(RKO)
—
Moore. Original: Richard English.

Rath-

Edwin

L.

Marin.

Ori-

with

Victor

(Principal)— with
Lesser.

Glenn

Vidor. Original: Olive Higgins Prouty. Screenplay: Victor Heerman, Sarah Y. Mason.
THAT
CERTAIN
WOMAN
(WB)— with
Bette
Davis, Henry
Fonda,
Anita
Louise, Donald
Crisp, Hugh O’Connell, Ian Hunter, Sidney Toler,
Norman Willis, Mary Phillips. Producer: Edmund
Goulding. Director: Edmund
Goulding. Screenplay: Edmund Goulding.
THERE
GOES
MY
GIRL
(RKO)— with Gene Raymond, Ann Sothern, Prank
M. Thomas,
Joan
Woodbury,
Joe Magrill, Eddie Gribbon, Paul
Guilfoyle, Richard Lane, Alec Craig, Bradley
Page, Gordon
Jones, Maxine
Jennings, Frank
Jenks, Joan Woodbury, William Corson, Thelma
Leeds. Producer: William
Sistrom. Director:
Ben Holmes. Original: George Beck.
THIRTEENTH
CHAIR
(M-G-M) — with
Madge
Evans, Lewis Stone, Janet Beecher, Dame
May
Whitty, Elissa Landi, Henry
Daniell, Thomas
Beck, Ralph Forbes, Matthew
Bolton, Charles
Trowbridge, Neil Fitzgerald. Louis Vlncenot, Lai

WELL ALONG
ANGEL

(Para) — with

Marlene

Dietrich,

Mehra, Heather Thatcher, Holmes
Herbert. Direct: George Seitz. Original: Bayard
Veiller. Screenplay: Marion Parsinnet.

TOPPER
(M-G-M) — with Constance Bennett, Cary
Grant, Roland
Young, Alan
Mowbray,
Claire
Windsor, Dorothy Christy, Billie Burke, Virginia
Sale, Nick Stuart. Hedda
Hopper, Edward
McWade,
Otto Hoffman.
John Elliott, Harry C.

Herbert

Bradley,

Marshall, Melvyn Douglas, Herbert Mundin, Edward Everett Horton, Ernest Cossart, Phyllis
Coughlin. Producer: Ernst Lubitsch. Director:
Ernst
Lubitsch.
Original: Melchior Lengyel.
Screenplay: Samson Raphaelson.
BLACK
ACES
(Univ)— with Buck
Jones, Kay
Llnaker, Fred Mackaye, Robert Frazer, Arthur
Van Slyke. Producer: Buck Jones. Director: Les
Selander. Original: Stephen Payne. Screenplay:
Prances Guihan.

Patsy Kelly, Allen Jenkins, Louise Fazenda, Barton MacLane,
Marcia Ralston. Producer: Earl Baldwin. Director: Lloyd Bacon.

GREAT
GAIMBINI,
THE
(Para) — with
Akim
Tamiroff, John
Trent, Marion
Marsh, Ralph
Morgan, Judith Ford, Ula Love, Edward
Brophy,

Lloyd

Ingram,

Tom

Herbert,

Theodora

Rand,

Val Stanton. Producer: Hal Roach. Director: Norman McLeod. Original: Thorne Smith.
Screenplay: Eric Hatch, Jack Jevne.

WITH

KIND
REGARDS
(Col)— with Claire Trevor, Ralph Bellamy, June Wood, Robert Tolley.
Robert
Armstrong,
Raymond
Walburn,
Gene

Morgan, Wade
Boteler, Marc Lawrence, Thurston Hall, Ed Pawley. Producer: Irving Briskln.
Director: Hamilton
McFadden.
Original: Lee
Loeb, Harold Buchman.
Screenplay: Lee Loeb,
Harold Buchman

EVER
SINCE
EVE
(WB) — with Marion Davies,
Robert Montgomery,
Frank
McHugh,
Minerva
Urecal,

MR. DODD
TAKES
THE
AIR
(KB)— with Kenny
Baker, Eleanore Whitney. Producer: Mervyn Le
Roy.

B.

George
Walcott, Barbara
O’Neil, A1
Shean,
Lillian West,
Mildred Grover, Dickie Jones,
George Meeker, Gertrude Short, Etta McDaniel.
Producer:
Samuel
Goldwyn.
Director: King

Chand

45 FATHERS
(20th-Fox) — with
Jane
Withers.
Original: Mary
Blrkel, Ethel Sparks. Screenplay: Frances Hyland.
Anna

John

Harmon

FOUR
BLACK
SHEEP
(Univ)— with Bert Lahr,
Biliy House, Mischa Auer, Jimmy
Savo. Producer: Buddy De
Sylva, Screenplay: Henry
Myers, Monte Brice.

GORGEOUS
(GN) — with
Eugene Frenke.

Francis,

YOU’LL
BE
MARRIED
BY
NOON
(M-G-M) —
with Robert Young, Florence Rice. Producer:

STELLA
DALLAS
(UA-Goldwyn) — with Barbara
Stanwyck, John Boles, Anne Shirley. Alan Hale,

YOU
CAN’T
HAVE
EVERYTHING
(20th-Fox) —
with Alice Faye, Jimmy
Ritz, David Rubinoff,
Arthur Treacher, Gypsy Rose Lee, Tony Martin,
Frances Drake, Don Ameche.
Director: Norman
Taurog. Screenplay: Harry Tugend, Jack Yellen.

Reginald Denny, Roland Drew, Lya Lys, William Demarest. Producer:
B.
P. Schulberg.
Director: Charles Vidor. Original: Frederick
Jackson.

WEST

HOTEL
HAYIVIRE
(Para) — with Leo
Carrillo,
Mary
Carlisle, Colette Lyons, Benny
Baker,
George Barbler. Teddy Hart, Chester Conklin,
Guy Usher, James
Donlon, Porter Hall, Colin
Tapley, John Patterson. Producer: William Le
Baron. Director: George Archainbaud. Original:
Preston Sturges.

YOU
CAN’T
BEAT
LOVE
(RKO)— with Preston
Foster, Joan Fontaine. Producer: Robert Sisk.
Director: Christy
Cabanne,
Original: Olga
Moore. Screenplay: David Silverstein.

I WII-L BE FAITHFUL
(20th-Fox) — with Michael
Whalen, Gloria Stuart, Cora Witherspoon, Jane
Brewster, Gerald Oliver Smith, Syd Saylor, June
Brewster, Producer: Leslie Landau.
Director:

DEVIL’S
SADDLE
LEGION
(WB)— with
Dick
Foran, Anne Nagel, Eddie Acuff, Gordon Hart,
Ernie Stanton, Willard Parker, Granville Owen.
Producer: Bryan Foy. Director: Bobby Connolly.

Eugene Forde. Original: Eugene Heltal. Screenplay: Leslie Landau, Don Ettlinger.
LET
ME
LIVE
(UA-Selznick) — with
Fredric
March, Fay Wray, Gene Lockhart, Lionel Stander. Producer: E. Lloyd Sheldon. Director:
William A. Wellman.
Original: Robert Carson.
Screenplay: John Lee Mahin.
MIDNIGHT
MADONNA
(Major) — ^with Warren
William, Mady
Correll, Robert Baldwin, Jonathan Hale, Frank
Reicher, John Elliott, Ruth
Robinson, Patrick Kelly, Edward
Ellis, Edward

I

TARZAN’S
REVENGE
Morris. Producer: Sol

COAST
LIMITED
(Univ)— Producer: Henry MacRae. Director: Ford Beebe.
Original:
Henry MacRae, Ford Beebe. Screenplay: Henry
MacRae, Ford Beebe.

STARTING
ARMORED
CAR
(Univ) — with Cesar Romero, Paul
Fix, Arthur Hoyt. Producer: E. M. Asher. Director: Lewis R. Foster, Robert N. Lee.
FIREFLY
(M-G-M) — with
Jeanette MacDonald,
Allan Jones. Milton Watson, John Plccorl, Douglass Dumbrille. Producer: Hunt Stromberg. Director: Robert Z. Leonard.
FIELDER’S
FIELD
(Col)— with Charles Quigley,
Jacqueline Wells, Patricia Farr, Rita Haworth.
Producer: Ralph Cohen. Director: Lambert Hillyer. Original: Albert De Mond, Lambert Hlllyer.
I COVER
THE
WAR
(Univ) — with John Wayne.
Gwen
Gase, Don Barclay, Sam
Harris, Walter
Byron, Charles Brokaw,
James
Bush, Arthur
Aylesworth, Earl Hodgins, Olaf Hytton. Producer: Trem Carr.
Director: Arthur
Lubln.
Screenplay: A1 Martin.
JUNIOR
G-MEN
(RKO) — Producer: Maury Cohen.
Original: Martin Mooney.
MARKED
MONEY
(GN) — with Vince
Barnett.
Prank
Milan, Wilma
Francis, W.
L. Thorne,
Wheeler Oakman,
Charles Delaney, Philip Dunham, Syd D’Albrook, Pat Gliam, Nat Carr. Producer: George Hlrliman. Director: Louis Gasnier.
Original: David Levy, Griffin Jay,
ONCE
A
HERO
(Col) — with Richard Dix, Pay
Wray. Charles Arnt, Mlkl Morita, Billy Burrud,

COMPLETED

Egon

Brecher, Hans Joby, Terry Ray. Lee Bowman, Randolph Amendt.
Producer: Wesley Ruggles. Director: Wesley Ruggles. Original: Helen
Meinhardl. Screenplay: Claude Binyon.

IN

Earle, Donald Kirke, Stanley Price, Harry Tyker. May Wallace, Sam Flint. Producer: Emanuel Cohen. Director: James
Flood. Original:
David Boehm.
Screenplay: Doris Malloy, Gladys
Lehman,
MISSUS
AMERICA
(RKO)— with Victor Moore,
Helen Broderick, Anne Shirley, Ricardo Mandia,
Mickey Daniels, Jay Upson, Frank Anthony, Don
Wilson, Jack Norton, Virginia Sale, Alan Bruce.
Producer: A1 Lewis. Original: Jack Goodman,
Albert Leventhal.
NEW
FACES
OF 1937 (RKO)— with Joe Penner,
Milton Berle, Jerome Cowan, Harriet Hilliard,
Bill Grady, Jan Duggan, Thelma Leeds, Patricia
Wilder, Patsy Lee Parsons, Bert Gordon, Derry
Dean, Parkyakarkas, Eddie Rio, Betty Grable,
Lowe,
Hite and
Stanley. Producer: Edward
Small. Director: Lee Jason. Original: Nat Perrin.
NORTH
OF
THE
RIO
GRANDE
(Para) — with
William Boyd, George Hayes, Russell Hayden,
Muriel Evans, Bernadlne Hayes, Walter Long,
Lee Cobb, Stephen Morris, John
Rutherford.
Producer: Harry Sherman. Director: Nate Watt.
O’Donnell.
Original: Clarence E. Mulford. Screenplay. Jack
SMALL
TOWN
BOY
(GN)— with Stuart Erwin,
Joyce Compton, Clarence Wilson, George Chandler. Erville Anderson, Victor Potel, Clara Blan-

MET
HUVI IN PARIS
(Para)— with Claudette
Colbert, Robert Young, Melvyn Douglas. Mona
Barrie, George Davis, Jane Bryan, Alexander
Cross, William Haade, Fritz Feld, Nick Lukats,

'THE DEEP
SOUTH
(WB)— with Elizabeth Risdon, Willard Robertson, Wilmer
Hines, Donald
Briggs. E. Alyn Warren, Cy Kendall, Thomas
Jackson, Gennaro Curci, Tom
Chatterton, John
Dilson,

Frank
Rasmussen,
Eddie Acuff. Producer: Mervyn LeRoy. Director: Mervyn LeRoy.

Original:
del.
IT

Ward

Greene.

Screenplay:

Aben

Ken-

HAPPENED
OUT WEST
(20th-Fox) — with Paul
Kelly, Judith
Allen, Johnny
Arthur, Leroy
Mason, Steve Clemente. Reginald Barlow, Richard Adams, Nina Compana, Frank LaRue, Marjorie Dean, Robert Woodward,
Edward
Brophy.
Director: Howard
Bretherton. Original: Harold
Bell Wright.

LADY
LUCK
(WB) — with Barton MacLane, Ann
Sheridan, Walter
Cassell, Charles Foy, Dick
Purcell. Producer: Bryan Foy. Director: Louis
King. Screenplay: Roy Chanslor.
TOMORROW’S
HEADLINES
(RKO)— twith Lee
Tracy, Diana Gibson. Phil Huston, Tom
Kennedy, George Irving, Ivy Keene, Frank Hagney,
Reed Howes, John Morton, George Lolller, Art
Thalasso, Donald Meek, Doodles Weaver.
Producer: Cliff Reid. Director: Richard Rosson.
Original: Thomas
Ahern. Screenplay: J. Robert
Bren, Edmund
L. Hartmann.
WHISTLING
BULLETS
(Conn)— with Kermit
nard. Producer: Maurice Conn. Director:
R. English.
Screenplay:

Original: James
Oliver
Stanley Lowenstein.

MayJohn

Curwood.

NO RETAKES

NEEDED

ON BURGESS'

Jerry Moyer Assistont
Manager at Metro

ROLE

Although Helen Burgess, Paramount
contract actress, who died last week of
lobar pneumonia, had about two days of
technical work to complete on “A Night
of Mystery,” in which she had an important role for the company, studio officials
declared that the film would be finished
up satisfactorily, and that no remakes or
script alterations would be necessary.
The 18-year-old actress was buried Saturday at Forest Lawn cemetery, after
funeral services at the Little Church of
the Flowers on the cemetery property. She
is survived by her mother, Mrs Fanny
Burgess, and by an older sister, Stella Mae.
The j'oung film player had appeared in
four Paramount productions, her screen
debut being in Cecil B. DeMille’s “The
Plainsman.”

OLD SETS YIELD
TO SPACE

Jerry Mayer has been promoted to
the post of assistant general manager
at Metro. For the past several months
he has been the head of the studio’s
purchasing department, and will continue to act in a supervisory capacity
in that department as well as pursuing his new duties.

De Sylva Assigned

Script Erwin Starrer

“Four Black Sheep,” a musical extravaganza, will be Buddy DeSylva’s next production chore at Universal, plans for
“Hippodrome” being shelved temporarily.
The quartette of sheep will be Mischa
Auer, Bert Lahr, Billy House and Jimmy
Savo.
Screenplay is being written by Henry
Myers and Monte Brice.

Betty Laidlaw and Robert Lively will
script “Face the Facts,” the Clarence Budington Kelland story, for the Victor
Schertzinger-Zion Myers production unit
at Grand National.
This will be Stuart Erwin’s second
starring picture for the company.

UNIVERSAL SIGNS HARRY STOCKWELL
Harry Stockwell, who formerly warbled
under the Metro banner, has been signed
by Universal and draws as his first chore
a part in “Broadway Jamboree.”

Kraike Assumes
Michael Kraike replaces Frances Manson as story editor at Columbia, the latter
leaving the lot because of asserted differences with company executives as to story
material. Kraike arrived here last week.

RKO Options Five
RKO Radio optioned the contracts of
Dudley Nichols, writer, Christy Cabanne,
director, and Joan Fontaine, Billy Gilbert
and Paul Guilfoyle, contract players, one
day last week.

Morin Leaves Metro
With a position in the agency field beckoning, Ned Marin, who has been a Metro
producer for two years, cancelled his pact
with the company by mutual agreement.
He left the lot late last week.
TWO WAY CHORE FOR NAGEL
Conrad Nagel will double in brass when
“Love Takes Flight” goes before the cameras as a Condor production for Grand
National. He will have a part in the picture which he will also direct. Bruce Cabot
is set for the male lead.
CONN UPS RICHARD WRAY
Richard C. Wray has been promoted
from the cutting department at Maurice
Conn’s to film editor. The appointment
was made by Martin G. Cohn, editorial
supervisor.
RKO PACT TO ELIZABETH RUSSELL
Elizabeth Russell has been placed under
a long-term acting contract by RKO Radio.
She draws no assignment as yet.
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STORY

BUYS

Rights to George Coxe’s ‘‘Flash Casey” series
have been purchased by Grand
National which
will make pictures based on the adventures of the
fictional newspaper photographer. Coxe will script.
Coy Poe, associate producer of the Pinky Tomlin
pictures for Melody, has acquired an
original.
‘‘Hands Off,” by Leslie Swabacker
and Stanley
Lowenstein.

Another hero of kid radio hours, ‘‘Renfrew of
the Royal Mounted,” will be brought to the screen.
Grand National having purchased the screen rights
to four novels by Laurie Erskine, creator of the
character.

Metro

has

purchased
Her.”
acquired

Frances

motion

Marion’s

picture

novel,

rights

to

“Double Dummy,”
the play wdth a contract bridge
background
by Doty Hobart
and
Thomas
McKnight, produced last fall on Broadway.
Two
originals by
Everett
Freeman,
“Play
Through Weakness”
and “Pick a Number,” have
been purchased by Republic, which will combine
them

for

a

production

titled

“Hail

Metro has purchased “Halfway
tery novel by Ellery Queen.

From
House,”

a

mys-

Paramount
has purchased “The 13th Bed in the
Ballroom.” a mystery story by Esther Haver Fonseca. It will be produced by William LeBaron,
with Ida Lupino, Marsha
Hunt, Terry Walker,
Eleanore Whitney
and Mary
Carlisle tentatively
cast.

Jackson’s
purchased

original, “The
Blind Date,”
by Al Hall, Paramount
di-

Republic has purchased “Strip Tease,” an
inal by Leston Huntley and Talbert Barker.
“One by Land,” a Winston
been acquired by Republic.

Miller

Grand National has signed Joyce Compton, now appearing opposite Stuart Erwin
in “Small Town Boy,” to a term contract,
exercising option on her services for five
pictures this year, and has further options
for a five-year period.
No part has been assigned to follow
“Small Town Boy.”

Gloria Gilbert Signs
Gloria Gilbert, young American dancer
who possesses “the most beautiful legs in
the world,” has been signed by Walter
Wanger for a spot in “Vogues of 1938.” She
is the only American dancer ever starred in
the original Folies Bergere.

original,

Screen rights to I. A. R. Wylie’s “Road
have been purchased by Universal.

Max Steiner has secured cancellation of
his contract as musical chief at SelznickInternational by mutual agreement, and
will move over to Warner to join Leo Forbstein’s music unit. No reason was given
for the shift.

Ida Lupino Cast
Ida Lupino will have one of the leading
feminine roles in “Artists and Models” at
Paramount: her first role at her home
studio in almost a year Her last three
films have been made on loan-out to other
companies.
COLUMBIA TAGS WYN CAHOON
Columbia has signed Wyn Cahoon, stage
actress, to a term acting contract. Miss
Cahoon, currently appearing in “Brother
Rat,” New York legitimate production, will
begin work in Hollywood upon completion
of
the play’s run. No assignment has been
made.

Heaven.”

“Twins for Her
Majesty,” a comedy
by Lou
Heifetz and Herbert Klein, has been purchased by
Metro.

Horace
has been
rector.

GN Options Joyce Compton

Steiner Release

Twentieth Century-Fox has purchased “I Love
the Author,” an original story by Gregory Ratoff,
who is under an actor-writer-director contract at
that studio.

Metro has
‘‘Molly, Bless

NEEDS

Workmen were busy with hammers and
saws on the Samuel Goldwyn lot last week,
tearing down motion picture sets built 12
years ago by Douglas Fairbanks, to make
room for new construction. Goldwyn is
also having three large process screens
built for his use. In contrast to standard
screens of 10x12 foot dimensions, the new
screens will measure 20x25 feet.
Improved lighting effects will be obtained, it is declared.

ELLISON, WEIDLER BORROWED
RKO Radio has borrowed James Ellison
from Harry Sherman and Virginia Weidler
from Paramount for featured roles in “Vivacious Lady,” the Ginger Rogers vehicle.
”45 FATHERS" WITHERS' NEXT
Jane Withers’ next starrer for 20th Century-Fox will be “45 Fathers,” an original
by Mary Birkel and Ethel Sparks. Frances
Hyland will script.

orig-

"CAIRO" IS 20TH-FOX SUBJECT
has

to Reno”

Howard Ellis Smith will write an original for 20th Century-Fox around the title
“Cairo.” Gene Markey will produce.
BOXOFFICE
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ANTI -BLOCK BOOKING BILL FALLS
Frisco Theatres
Enjoy High Takes
San

Francisco

— Grosses

are

running

high in this city currently, with a diversity
of highly-exploited productions running at
the major film outlets.
“Lost Horizon,” now in its seventh week
at the Geary, stands head of the list for
length of run. “Maytime,” M-G-M musical
spectacle, closed recently at the FWC Paramount after four weeks to excellent returns. Patronage was also heavy in the
three-week runs of “King and the Chorus
Girl,” first at the FWC Warfield and then
at the continuation house, the St. Francis, and for “History Is Made at Night”
at Herman Cohen’s United Artists.
“Romeo and Juliet,” which roadshowed
for nearly two months at the Geary some
months ago, opened strong at the FWC
Warfield over the weekend in its first local
showing at regular prices. Two weeks are
anticipated for the M-G-M classic which
was Irving Thalberg’s last effort.
Expect

Continued

Business

“Waikiki Wedding” registered two highly successful weeks at the FWC Fox before
moving over to the St. Francis this week,
while the RKO Golden Gate hit top figures for a combination of “Man Who
Found Himself” and Fred Waring, noted
orchestra leader, appearing in person with
his act.
Present indications are that despite unusually good weather now prevalent, house
receipts will continue high during the next
two months, since several much-touted
shows are already set for imminent release.

FIDLER, BLUMENTHAL
HEAD MONO. BRANCHES
New

York — Monogram

this week

an-

nounced the appointment of Lon T. Fidler
as manager of its new branch in Denver
and George Blumenthal as branch manager of its San Francisco office.
Fidler formerly was branch manager for
Grand National in Denver. He takes over
his new post May 1. New offices will be
located in Denver at 2071 Broadway. Blumenthal’s brother, Edward, is manager of
Monogram’s Dallas exchange.

Denver First Runs Up
Prices a Jitney
Denver — Most

of the

theatres

on

Curtis St. are boosting their prices
a nickel at some time during the
day, and some of them on balcony
prices. Theatres included are the
Rialto, Victory, Tabor, Center, State,
Plaza and Isis.

BOXOmCE
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Playdate and Divorcement
Measures
Are Still
Pending

Lucky Number Holders
Have No Contract
Denver — The

Colorado

Los

supreme

Angeles — One

ITO

SO WHAT! IS DENVER
VIEW OF FAST TIME
Denver — The

city council

has passed

a

daylight saving ordinance, but it is doubtful what the effect will be if it is made a
law through signature by the mayor. The
postoffice has announced it will continue
on standard time, and according to the
city attorney the law could probably be
made to apply to city employes and offices
only. Daylight saving time was voted down
at an election in 1921 after it had been in
use
for a year, and the defeat was overwhelming.
If the mayor signs, or if the council
passes it over his veto, it is expected the
matter will wind up in the courts. Theatres
are against it, but could get no cooperation
from other business houses to fight the
measure, and radio stations had aired the
matter for several weeks, with the result
that over 20,000 had expressed themselves
on the subject, with more than 90 per cent
in favor of the daylight time.
Although the measure itself carries no
penalty for violation, one section of the
city code provides penalties of from $5 to
$200 for violating any ordinance for which
no other penalty is provided.

Heads
Alley
Los
Angeles
— Norman"U"
AlleyNews
has been
appointed head of the Universal Newsreel
office here by Charles Ford, editor. Alley,
who has been with the company for some
time, succeeds Merwyn Freedman, resigned.
San

DISTRIBUTES "SAM

Francisco — Atlantic

Film

SMALL"
Exchange

will handle the distribution of “Sam Small”
cartoons in this territory through a deal
closed with Astor Pictures.

And

Labor

Opposed

Bill

The latter two were to come up for discussion later this week. The block booking
bill had been supported by Dean Warner,
attorney associated with William Gibbs
McAdoo; Mrs. Ella Wheeler, an independent exhibitor; and Berman’s protective
league, headed by B. D. Russell, the
league’s organizer. Throwing their weight
to the prevention of the measure’s passage
were spokesmen for the major producers:
Morgan A. Walsh, president of the Independent Theatre Owners’ Ass’n of Northern California: Mrs. Jessie Hoag, representative of the Sacramento Women’s
Club, and Edward Vandeleur, secretary of
the state federation of labor.
Feeling against the bill held that allowing independent exhibitors to choose their
own programs would throw the industry’s
program fare back 20 years, while Warner
declared that block booking was a flagrant abuse of fair trade practices. Vandeleur averred that his organization opposed the measure because independents
are not paying union wages nor considering union demands for recognition, while
organized producers and distributors are.

CARBON SALES MOVES
OFFICES IN FRISCO
San

ATLANTIC

of a trio of bills in-

troduced into the California state assembly which has been of vital interest to both
major and independent exhibitors went
into virtual discard this week when the
judiciary committee tabled Assemblyman
Ernest Voight’s bill number 1056, designed
to outlaw the practice of block booking
of pictures. Word of the bill’s death— at
least for this session of the legislature —
came shortly after the arrival in Sacramento of a group of independent theatre
operators, headed by Jack Y. Berman,
chairman of the California Independent
Exhibitors’ Protective League, to throw its
support to the measure as well as to two
others, one to ban preferential play dates
and another to divorce theatre operation
from major producers who own theatre
chains.

court has ruled that holders of ‘‘lucky
number” admission tickets have no
legal contract right to the gift prizes
offered.
Helen Slagle had sued the Construction Progress Exposition for
possession of an automobile, she
claiming she held the luck ticket,
the court said: ‘‘No contract right
could arise out of the situation thus
presented, lacking as it does all the
essential elements of a legal contract.” According to the court, the
only legal question involved, was
whether there was a complete gift,
and ruled: “There was no complete
gift, for a gift presupposes an effectual delivery.”

Francisco — The

San

Francisco

dis-

trict office of the Carbon Sales division
of National Carbon Co., formerly located
at 599 Eighth St., has moved into newly
established quarters in room 524 of the
Adam Grant Bldg.
The following products manufactured by
National Carbon are handled by this division of the company: carbon brushes,
welding carbon products, chemical carbon
products, carbon and graphite specialties,
graphite powders, lighting carbons, carbon
arc lamps.
The office is under the jurisdiction of
53
E. C. Friday, district manager.

BUILD AMPHITHEATRE
FOR BRIDGE FIESTA
p B. FOSTER jr., treasurer, and C. R.
Sawyer, engineer, from Erpi’s New York
offices, have returned there after spending several weeks at the Hollywood offices.
San Diego's Adams Theatre has been
taken over by Howard Fleming and Leo
Hamacher from Been and Thayer, former
owners. The house is a 450 seat subsequent-run spot.
Among the visitors: Earl Brothers, Boulder Theatre, Boulder City, Nev.; Charles
Stillwell, Grizzly Theatre, Big Bear, and
Glen Bast, Ritz Theatre, Carpenteria.

San Francisco — Work

has commenced

on

the construction of a vast open air theatre
for presentation of the Golden Gate Bridge
Fiesta pageant here the first week of June.
WPA funds and workers will be used on
the amphitheatre which is planned to seat
25,000 persons.
Approximately a quarter of a million
visitors from nearby cities are expected
into the city for the affair, which will
signal the completion of the Golden Gate
Bridge from San Francisco to Marin
county.

Frank Ullman, Broadway Theatre. El
Centro, is at the Hollywood Hospital recovering from a serious leg aibnent. Frank
expects to be up and around in several
weeks.

FTP OPENS VAUDE
SHOW IN FRISCO

L. E. Kennedy, Erpi sales representative
covering the northwestern territory, has
returned to his headquarters after spending a few days here.

Theatre vaudeville project, opened as
scheduled at the 1.400-seat Alcazar here

The local RKO exchange, under the
leadership of "Red” Jacobs, has stepped
back into fourth place in the current Jules
Levy Sales Drive, after spending the last
few weeks nearer the bottom of the list.
Drive is noiv in its 13th week.
Jack Brower, Warner’s western division
sales manager, has been called to New
York to resume negotiations with Fox
West Coast executives on the WB-FWC
product deal, started here several weeks
ago. Brower’s scheduled tour of his west
coast offices was cut short by the call from
the east.
H. W. Dodge, general manager of the
western division of Erpi, is on an extended
tour of the Arizona and New Mexico territories.
Jake Milstein, Republic’s general sales
manager, will arrive here next week for a
series of production conferences with studio executives. Milstein will stop off en
route at Chicago and Kansas City to hold
district sales meetings.
Word was received by Nate Schienberg,
local exhibitor, that his nephew, Nat Finkler, member of the 20th Century-Fox home
office force, had died in New York. Finkler was well known to local members of
Filmrow.
If current negotiations are successful,
Earl Johnson will open T. L. Tally’s Criterion Theatre here as a first-run spot.
The house, a downtown deluxer, has been
dark ever since it was dropped from the
Fox West Coast circuit several years ago,
with the exception of several months during which the house was operated by Tally
himself.
Fred Hershorn, local circuit operator, is
playing host to his many deep-sea fishing
buddies aboard his new cabin cruiser, the
"Salud,” these days. The boat was a recent present from Hershorn’s wife.
Jack Nelson has resigned as manager of
(Continued on page 57)
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San

Francisco — “Swing

Parade,”

Federal

this week, marking the PWA group’s concentration in the onetime ace legitimate
theatre.
The Columbia, which has housed a variety of project productions during the past
year, will be abandoned with the finish of
Ralph Chesse’s marionette production of
Eugene O’Neill’s “Emperor Jones,” currently set for a two week run.

Denver Fox Broadcasts
Denver

— By

remote

control

from

the

Paramount Theatre here there are broadcast three weekly programs for the 12
Denver Fox theatres. Over station KLZ
the broadcasts are on Sunday, Monday
and Wednesday, each one half-hour. Talent from the Tabor Theatre stage show,
the Denver Theatre orchestra, and others
are used, with announcements of features
playing currently at the Fox houses.

^AlILT ILAKIE
JOE erMADSEN,
manager
bookfor the localoffice
United
Artists and
exchange,
states that Salt Lake City is currently
leading the western division in the big
George Schaefer drive, which drive is the
first ever staged in the history of the
company and which closes May 1. The exhibitors throughout this territory are giving their heartiest support and cooperation
to hold Salt Lake in first place.
William A. Simons, veteran theatre operator of the northwest, died at Missoula,
Mont., recently, after a brief illness.
Simons was interested in theatres throughout Montana and in Wallace, Kellogg, Mulland and Coeur d’Alene, Idaho.
R. J. Sheffield, of the Sheffield-Republic exchanges in the west, spent some time
in Salt Lake City recently before heading
for Seattle.
Joseph L. Lawrence, proprietor of the
South-East Theatre, and Jerry W. Crowley recently were hosts to children from
Kearns St. Ann’s orphanage here.
Current holdovers in this city include
“Personal Property,” first run, at the Studio; “Libeled Lady” and “The Sagebrush
Troubadour,” at the Broadway, and “Times
Square Lady” and the companion picture,
“Man Hunt,” at the Star.
With Intermoujitain Theatres, Inc., five
major Salt Lake theatres cooperating,
"Movietone on the Air” is now heard each
weekday afternoon at three o’clock. The
show headlines Bob Edwards’ breezy Holly loood chatter tied in with the local theatre offerings. Along with regular theatre
programs, KSL promoted sound trailer to
apprise audience of the feature. F. B.
McLatchy, who sold the account, also used
Edwards to tie in on lb-minute transcribed
previews on the weekly evening spot.
It is reported here that M. R. Boneaker
is building a new 400-seat theatre at McCall, Idaho.

JJRNIE WESTMORE, Hollywood makeup
artist, up from the film city to open
the “House of Westmore” in a leading department store’s beauty salon.
And Groucho Marx stopped, en route to
a Hawaiian vacation, long enough to pose
— trouser leg rolled up — for the usual
"shipboard picture” usually requested only
of lovely ladies. News cameramen swore it
was the film star’s own idea.
Tom Earnfred and Hal Weiner, working
hard on the Curran Theatre advertising on
“Tovarich,” which is going over strong in
this traditionally theatre-conscious town.
Julian Harvey, back in town after a look
at that Westward Theatre Harvey Amusements recently took over.
Art Unger

of the Boxoffice

staff, in town

renewing old friends along the Row — and
making new ones.
Phoebe Clark, well known stage and radio actress, is now handling a key role in
NBC’s "Junior Reporter” series.

Thirty pairs of Paramount Theatre tickets are being given away free for "Maytime” through a tieup in contest form with
the local Tribune-Telegram. The contest
is in the form of "Telling Your True Want
AD-VENTURES.”
The Huish Enterprises recently purchased
sound equipment for their new house at
Elco, Nev., as has John Rugar for the
Egyptian Theatre at Park City, Utah. John
Gilette has purchased equipment for the
(Continued on next page)
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GIFTS TO END IN 11-CAR FINALE
NEW

Fox West Coast Theatres
Are Winding Up
Giveaways

MEXICO EXfflB
WINS CIVIC HONOR

Clayton,

N. M.— W.

R. Murphy,

mana-

ger of the Luna Theatre, was named as
the outstanding young business man of
Clayton by a secret committee of the Junior Chamber of Commerce. He was awarded a trophy at the annual Junior Chamber
of Commerce ball. The trophy is a gold
pendant awarded by the national organization.
Murphy has been active in the work of
the local body since its organization a year
ago. He has served on a number of important committees, been active in securing highways for the county, took a prominent part in the Christmas community
basket program, the Fourth of July celebration, and has generally been a leader in
everything the Chamber has tried to do for
the betterment of the community.
The award was made by W. L. Adams,
president of the local body. Murphy has
been in Clayton as manager of the Luna
Theatre for a little over a year.

SALT LAKE
(Continued from preceding page)
Strand at Tooele, Utah, as has the management for the Schubert at Gooding, Ida.
The local Film Board of Trade recent
announcements include the opening of the
Sonora at Sonora, Ariz.; the Iris at Ray,
Ariz.; the Roxy at Montpelier, Idaho (formerly the Gem); the Albion Ward at Albion, Idaho; the transfer of the Royal,
Laurel, Mont., to J. H. Moran and of the
Rialto, Deer Lodge, Mont., to Jens Hansen; the opening of the Lincoln, Troy,
Mont., and of the new Park Theatre, Deer
Lodge, and of the new Treasure State
Amusement Co. house at Custer, Mont.;
the dismantling of the Enterprise at Darby,
Mont., and of the Eden circuit theatre,
Eden, Idaho; the closing of the Gem at
Meridian, Idaho, and the opening of the
new Stadium at Caldwell, Idaho.

On her way to Hollywood
York, Margo

(center) was

H REPRESENTATIVE of practically every
film exchange attended the funeral of
George Ekre, former film salesman.
George, at the time of his death, was in
charge of sales nationally for the Metropolitan Ad Mat service.
Five towns in Oregon will have new
theatres. Plans have been made for houses
in Newport, Coquille, Ocean Lake, Cottage
Grove and Newberg.

The 20th Century-Fox outfit on location
at Mount Ranier shooting “Thin Ice” have
been at this beauty spot for a week now
and have not been able to shoot a foot of
film. Snow and dull days are the cause.
Stars of the picture are Tyrone Power and
Sonja Henie. By the way, Sonja celebrated
her twenty-fifth birthday and the gang
gave her a big party.
Another new theatre is being erected by
Mrs. Helen M. Banister in Springfield, Ore.
House will be named the Playmore. Mrs.
Banister states the opening of the new
modern structure will not be later than
September 1.

Construction of the University of Washington’s unusual showboat has started on
Lake Union. Patterned after old-time
showboats that once plied up and down
the Mississippi, the University showboat
will be the only theatre of its kind in the
nation. Performances will be given during
the coming summer. Construction cost will
^Continued on next page)

Los Angeles — The swan song of the Fox
West Coast giveaway situation will be both
loud and long.
Nearly $10,000 worth of automobile will
be given away in southern California districts next week in a four bell finale, winding up the giveaway program at all but a
few of the Fox houses. The move was
necessary
to clear the books of merchandise commitments.
George Bowser will gave away three cars
in his Long Beach, San Diego and Imperial
Valley territories. Three more cars will
be awarded in Homer Gill’s district and
two more will go to patrons in Dick Dickson’s Los Angeles suburban area.
Two cars will be given away in Cullen
Espy’s Los Angeles district, bringing the
total in cars given away there since December, to 35, with a total value of $30,660. The last car will be drawn for among
theatres in B. V. Sturdivant’s Los Angeles
suburban district.
And

Then

no More

These 11 giveaways mark the elimination of all types of “rackets” from Fox
West Coast houses, except in several spots
where operation surveys have shown a favorable report on the lures. These spots
will continue to operate with the giveaways until they show a decline. Then
they will be stopped.
As yet there has been no move among
the independent exhibitors to follow suit
and drop the lures. Despite their many
complaints that the circuit was forcing
them to use the rackets to stay in business,
they are evidently waiting to see how the
public reacts to the straight picture policy.

from Hew
snapped

at Kansas City’s union station last
Monday night. With her are Fernando Rueda, Mexican consul for the
Kansas City area, and Miss Anita
Olivo, Kansas City, Kas. The film
actress will star in “Hurricane” for
United Artists. She was met at the
station by William P. Bernfield, UA
territorial exploiteer; Mike Roth,
midwest exploiteer for Columbia, and
Jesse Shlyen of Boxoffice, and others. (Photo by Kaufman, Boxoffice).
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D) IE M V IE R
pRED LIND, film salesman and exhibitor,
has left Grand National and gone over
to United Artists. He replaces Arthur Huot,
who resigned several days ago and left for
Seattle, his home.
Al Schier, formerly in the theatre business in this territory, is said to be looking
for a house.
C. A. Mulock, recently manager of a theatre at Rocky Ford, Colo., is checking
“Ecstasy” at the Rivoli.
Denver is having a wave of sex films,
"Ecstasy” at the Tivoli, "Love Mart” at the
Palace, and "Missing Girls” is set to go
into the Gem soon.
Bud Kelley, who operated in this territory, is in Denver with his wife, who is at
a hospital being treated for a heart ailment. As soon as she is able to travel,
they expect to go to California to make
their home.
Al Slager, formerly a tire and filling station operator of Denver, and L. J. Massoni
of Louisvills, Colo., are remodeling the old
Plaza on West Colfax Ave., and will reopen
it about May 15. The theatre, being thoroughly done over, will have about 400 seats.
H. H. Long, RCA sound engineer, has
been transferred from Billings, Mont., to
Denver, where he will specialize in the
engineering production division. He will
have charge of the technical work on
police, aircraft and broadcasting statiqji
equipment.
Dr. F. E. Rider of Wauneta, Neb., is
building a new theatre, the Crystal, to take
the place of his house which burned early
this year. The new house ivill have about
400 seats.
Sam Reed of RCA was host at the Screen
Club at one of their Friday night parties,
and from reports filtering in, the affair
was a huge success.
R. D. Irvine, portable circuit operator
with headquarters in Walden, Colo., spent
a few days in Denver dating films and
securing equipment.
Ray Wilmert, RCA engineer, has been
moved from Great Falls, Mont., to Butte,
where he will make his headquarters.
Out-of-town exhibitors seen on the Row
included Sam Feinstein, of Lusk, Wyo., and
Harrison, Neb.; C. E. McLaughton, Las
Animas, Colo.; Chas. Klein, Deadwood, S.
D., and Fred and Vincent Footman of Colorado Springs, Colo.
The Colorado legislature has passed a
bill that would ban walkathons and other
such endurance contests. The bill now
goes to the governor for his signature.

SLATE

TEX RITTER

Hollywood — ^After

FOR

P. A.'s

finishing

his

sixth

musical western, “Sing, Cowboy, Sing,” for
Grand National this week, Tex Ritter will
be offered to exhibitors for personal appearances between pictures.
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Italo-Germon Film Pact
Formidable
New

York — An

international

film

block rivaling the American film industry in power has been forged in a
treaty negotiated between Italy and
Germany and a less formal film alliance between Germany and Japan,
cabled dispatches to New York papers
reported this week.
"For the first time photoplay relations entered the official realm of
international diplomacy,” the New
York Times Berlin correspondent reported.
Under the treaty Germany and
Italy have agreed to reciprocal terms
for an exchange of films and cultural
cooperation. For Germany, the objective is two- fold: to recoup some
of its losses resulting from curtailment of its films in the United States
and other countries and to build up a
propaganda weapon of major importance.

Columbia
New

York — Columbia

Net
Pictures

Corp. and

subsidiaries report a net profit of $1,287,360 for the 12 months ended Dec. 26, 1936.
This is equal to $3.65 each on 296,649
common shares after dividends on $2.75
preferred stock. For the 52-week period
ended in June, 1935, net earnings were
$1,815,267, equal to $105.17 each on preferred and $9.91 on common stock.

Auction Griffith Assets
New

York — Federal

Court

Judge

Alfred

C. Coxe has set April 19 for the sale at
public auction of the D. W. Griffith, Inc.,
assets which consist of film and musical
rights to 21 silent films, an old production
lot at Orienta Point, Mamaroneck, N. Y.,
and office equipment. The sale will take
place in U. S. district court, Foley Square.

Film Clearing House
for Schools
New

York — More

than

48,000 reels

of instructional motion pictures and
10,000 projectors are now owned by
elementary and secondary schools
and over 400 new film subjects available for free distribution m the
schools of the country have been produced by 13 federal government bureaus, according to Charles F. Hoban
jr., associate in motion picture education of the American Council on
Education. Through its motion picture committee the council has undertaken establishment of a clearing
house of information in the field of
motion pictures in education, among
the current activities being the preparation of a master catalog of approximately 7,500 films of educational significance.

SEATTLE
(Continued from preceding page)
total $17,000 of which the University pays
$6,000.
The balance is provided by the
WPA.
Wenatchee, the center of the apple industry, is a little peeved and the Chamber
of Commerce of that town has written the
Hays organization demanding some assistance. It seems that in a couple of pictures recently apple pickers were referred
to as "apple-knockers” which is like a red
flag to a bull among the apple workers.
Seattle went gaga for a couple of days
this week. The reason ? Deanna Durbin
came to town. L. J. McGinley, the local
Universal manager, took her in hand and
the little actress and singer met most of
the film boys and also all the circuit managers.
Another old timer in the theatre business has passed on. He is W. A. "Billy”
Simons who owned the Simons circuit in
Montana. Billy was 72 at the time of his
death. His headquarters were in Missoula.
Al Finklestein’s division, which is Oregon, with Portland headquarters, were the
winners of the quarterly drive of the Evergreen State theatres. The top man was
Herb Sabottka, manager of the Portland
Paramount. Prize was awarded in Seattle
at a meeting in which all managers of
Evergreen theatres in the Northwest were
present. Among those present from outof-town were Finklestein, Sabottka, Mose
Mesher, publicity director for Finklestein:
Roy Brown, booker for the Portland division; Jim O’Connell, Eugene; O. T. Taylor, Aberdeen; Art Hile, Hoquiam; Joe
Rosenfield, city manager for Spokane; Jack
Rosenberg, Bellingham: Hal Murphy,
Olympia; Lynn Peterson, Bremerton; Morrie Nimmer, Wenatchee, and Billy Hartford, Everett.
Jeane Conrad from Great Falls, Mont.,
is here as the guest of Alys Johnson. Mrs.
Johnson is the wife of Leroy Johnson, general manager of the Jensen-Von Herberg
circuit of theatres hi Seattle.
Alice Saunders, sister of John Monk
Saunders, has joined the staff at the Warner exchange . . . Mr. and Mrs. R. A.
“Bob” Scott visiting from Vancouver, Canada. Bob is the Universal exchange manager there . . . Frank Kerr, exhibitor from
New Westminster, B. C., in town and catching a preview . . . Evelyn and Patricia McGinley ducking school to meet Deanna
Durbin . . . The Hal Daiglers having plans
drawn for their new home. Hal is assistant to John Hamrick of the HamrickEvergreen theatres . . . George Hickey of
M-G-M in town and looking over the new
exchange . . . J. T. Sheffield back at his
desk after the nine months trip . . . Howard McBride of the Granada, Spokane,
in Seattle for a few days . . . Cecil Fames,
manager of the Portland branch for Republic, and Jimmy Beal, manager of the
Columbia branch in that town, both on
the Seattle Row . . . Joanne Chadwick
badly hurt in a fall off a ladder . . .
Mickey DeLeo over from Port Townsend.
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No Plans for Increase
in Theatre Gross Taxes
Washington — The

possibility of

in-

creased amusement admission taxes or the
lowering of the current minimum exemption of 40 cents has not arisen before the
important senate finance committee, it
was revealed by that body last week.
“It is true that income tax collections
fell some $250,000,000 short,” Boxoffice
was told. “Such a deficiency will of course
have to be made up somehow. Whether
or not it will be taken out on the moving
picture industry or not is hard to say.
It is more probable, however, that we will
all have to share it.”
Tax Hikes

Unlikely

At the office of Senator Pat Harrison
of Mississippi, the chairman of the senate
finance committee stated that he did not
have the “slightest idea that there would
be any increase in taxes at this session of
Congress.” Reminded of the deficiency in
income taxes. Senator Harrison declared
that in the event it proves necessary for
the attainment of a balanced budget, it
would be better to retrench expenditures
rather than increase taxes.
At the house ways and means committee Chairman Doughton also expressed
surprise at the suggestion that the deficiency would possibly be made up through
increased admissions taxes.
“That is a new angle,” Doughton said.
“There is no reason why the moving picture industry and related fields should
necessarily stand the brunt of such a deficiency.” At the internal revenue bureau
of the treasury department, officials declared that they had no knowledge of
such a plan and therefore had no comment
to make.

Paris Likes "Pastures"
Paris — “The

Green

Pastures” is now

RECORD

CLIMAXES

York — Climaxed

SEARS DRIVE
during its final

week by “the biggest week’s business in
distribution, collections and sales accessories ever experienced by Warner Bros,” the
Sears Drive, conducted by the company
for 15 weeks, came to a close on April 4.
FILM

DUTIES

Panama — Custom

LIFTED

duties on motion

pic-

tures of an educational character or concerning news of international importance
have been lifted by the government of
Guatemala.
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(Continued from page 54)
the Pox Nile Theatre, Bakersfield. He
has been replaced, temporarily, by Bob
Cottom, who is doubling between the California, which he regularly manages, and
the Nile.
Among the visitors — Bill Zimmerman,
Lynnwood Theatre, Lynnwood; Les Funk,
Bellflower Theatre, Bellflower; Art Sandborn, El Monte Theatre, El Monte; R. E.
Archibald, Coronada Theatre, Coronada
Beach, and Myron Shellman, Raymond
Theatre, Pasadena.

W. E. Calloway, Warner branch manager, and his bride are due back from Palm
Springs this week where they spent a twoweek honeymoon.
F. C. Martin, who operates the Royal
at Morenci and the Princess at Clifton, was
in town this week buying new equipment
for the Princess, which is soon to be remodeled.

As the result of picketing by members of
the lATSE at the opening of Dan Irvine’s
New Gem Theatre, Southgate, a contract
has been signed between Irvine and the
projectionists’ union. Local 150, calling for
union boothmen to take over as soon as
an operating schedule has been arranged.
A party of Filmrow fishermen returned
early this week from a weekend spent in
search of tuna in San Diego waters, with
little more than several bad cases of sunburn to show for their efforts. Those who
made the trip were Clayton Lynch, Metro
manager, Larry Kent, Mike Rosenberg, Cullen Espy, Fred Stein and Arnold Schack, Fox West Coast executives
and operating partners. It is reported that
the latter group is chipping in to buy

Grace Pawley, Egyptian Theatre, Indio,
is leaving soon for St. Louis to attend the
graduation of her son from medical school
on May 20. Following a short trip through
the east the two will return early in the
summer, when the son will enter his interneship at St. Vincent’s hospital here.

Charles P. Skouras, Fox West Coast
chief, has left for New York to attend
product buying sessions with his New York
executives. While in the east Skouras will
stop off at Johns Hopkins, in Baltimore,
for a tonsilotomy. He is accompanied by
his wife and daughter.
Monogram’s three new exchanges will
open in Portland, San Francisco and Seattle on May 1, announced Ray Olmstead,
franchise holder, upon his return from the
exchange cities, this week. George Blumenthal will head the ’Frisco office and the
Seattle and Portland offices will be operated by A. M. Goldstein.

Ben Peskay, Banner Theatre, is back in
town after spending several weeks in Palm
Springs. Claims he was riding the horses
instead of playing them.
B. P. McCormack, operating theatres for
Canyon City, Colorado, and Hot Springs,
New Mexico, is on extended tour of the
southern states after attending the MPTOA
sessions in Florida.

Friends of Percy Kent, New York executive for National Theatres, were surprised
to hear of his marriage, this week, to Margaret Germo, formerly his secretary. Kent,
here to inspect proposed theatre sites for
his firm, eloped to Riverside. He was formerly vice-president of Fox West Coast.
Among the visitors :E. C. Trieb, exhibitor from Roswell, New Mexico, visiting his
folks here; W. K. Ridermour, operating
partner with C. O. Davis at Oatman, Arizona, and Mr. and Mrs. Ray Uierson, Lone
Pine, on the latter’s first trip since her
recovery from a recent operation.

exchange

in

its 19th week of an indefinite run at the
Cinema Edouard VII here. At the same
time Warner Bros, have been notified that
the film version of the Negro play has been
banned by the Belfast Municipal council
in Ireland on the ground that it is an
irreligious subject.

New

LOS ANGELES

Club, at which time plans for the forthcoming Filmrow club dance will be discussed. Guy Gunderson is in charge of
arrangements.

Lynch

a book

on “How

to Be a Sailor

in Seven Easy Lessons.”
As though it were not worry enough to
operate two theatres here, Monday Sonday
now has himself another headache in the
form of a race horse. He bought Beadwork in a claiming race last week for

FILMACK

BOOSTS

Chicago — Employes

WAGES

AGAIN

of the Filmack Trail-

er Co. have just received another payhike. This makes the third in 15 months,
and according to Irving Mack, executive
head of the fast-growing trailer company,
will not be the last, if good business continues. Filmack recently added new equipment and a sales promotion department.

$1,250.
A deal was closed this week between Mrs.
Frances Mellinger and E. S. Calvi and E.
C. O’Keefe for the latter two to take over
the operation of Mrs. Mellinger’s Maywood
Theatre, Maywood. The house will be extensively remodeled before it is opened
under the management

ZEIDMAN SIGNS ABE MEYER
B. F. Zeidman has signed Abe Meyer as
musical supervisor on the next Zeidman
production for Grand National, “Sweetheart of the Navy.”

of O’Keefe.

District managers, managers, salesmen,
bookers and office managers of all the exchanges on Filmrow will be guests at a
luncheon, Wednesday, April 28, at the Elk’s

ROBERT KENT, SIDNEY FIELDS EXTENDED
Darryl F. Zanuck doled out two 20th
Century-Fox contracts last week, renewals
going to Robert Kent and Sidney Fields.
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As a service to readers oi 60X0FFICE, this page provides a ready source of information
on products and services which hove been filed for reference with The MODERN THEATRE INFORMATION BUREAU. Information on the following subjects may be secured by
sending in the coupon. Use t]|e key numbers. If data on subjects other than those listed
is wanted, just state your requirements. We will endeavor to see that you are supplied
with details promptly.
ADVERTISING

DECORATIONS

MT481
MT482
MT483
MT484
MT485

Main signs and marquees
Signs, Neon
Signs, structural glass
Signs, travel word
Attraction boards

MT486
MT487
MT488
MT489
MT490
MT491
MT492
MT493
MT494
MT495
MT496
MT497
MT498
MT499

Letters, attraction board
Letters, changeable silhouette
Price signs, boxoftice
Display frames
Poster lights
Poster projectors
Cut-out machines
Time schedule clocks, electric
Monogrammed
mats, rubber
Slides, advertising
Slides, announcement
Sound truck P. A. systems
Transformers, Neon
Ladders, safety

AIR CONDITIONING
MT505

Air

MT506
MT507
MT508
MT509
MT510
MT511
MT512
MT513
MT514
MT515
MT516
MT517

Heating systems
Refrigeration
Air washers
Blowers
Air circulators
Fans, exhaust
Grilles and registers
Temperature control devices
Air conditioning accessories
Motors, multi-speed fan
Motors, constant speed
Air filters

conditioning

and FURNISHING

MT520
MT521
MT522
MT523
MT524
MT525
MT526
MT527
MT528
MT529
MT530
MT531
MT532
MT533
MT534
MT535
MT536
MT537
MT538

Architectural service
Decorating service
Seating service
Theatre chairs
Chair covers
Theatre carpets
Carpet padding
Rubber matting
Furniture, lounge
Wall tiles. Interior
Fabrics, decorating
Brass railings
Rope railings
Metal, ornamental
Mirrors
Luminous colors
Ticket booths
Directional signs
Exit boxes

MT539
MT540
MT541
MT542
MT543

Curtain controls
Curtain tracks
Curtains, fireproof
Fountains, drinking
Fountains, ornamental

Silhouette letter mounting
Flashed opal glass
Pot metal opal glass
Fuses, indicator type
Fuses, cartridge

MT563
MT564

MT570
MT571
MT572
MT573
MT574
MT575
MT576
MT577
MT578
MT579
MT580
MT581
MT582
MT583
MT584
MT585

plants — com-

MT586
MT587

LIGHTING
MT550
MT551
MT552

Fixtures, lighting
Colored lamps
Lumillne lamps

MT553
MT554
MT555
MT556
MT557

Candle flame lamps
Floodlight lamps
Spotlight lamps
Sign lamps
Dimmers

WANT ISN'T LISTED, ASK
UNDER "REMARKS"

Lighting

lighting

plants,

Chair fastening: cement
Chair refinishing: materials
Upholstering materials
Seat patching kits
Seat decking materials
Floor surfacing materials
Carpet cleaning systems
Floor waxes
Matting, rubber
Paint, screen
Paint, plastic
Paint, aluminum
Polish, metal
Polish, furniture
Fireproofing compounds
Fire extinguishers
Ladders, safety
Uniforms,

MT591
MT592
MT593
MT59S
MT594
MT595

staff

“

MT596
MT597

MT600
MT601
MTG02
MT603

IT BY NAME

MT604
MT605

-

Projectors,
Projectors,

complete
standard

with

Room

THEATRE

section of BOXOFFICE

334 — 332 S. Michigan Ave.

4-17-37

Chicago, 111.

Please obtain for me free descriptive literature on the following
items: (List Key Numbers Below).

Rectifiers,
Rectifiers,

copper-oxide
tube type

safety

controls

MT617 Fire prevention devices
, MT622
Fire shutters, porthole
MT619 Film scales
, MT624
Film scrapers
MT621 Film splicers
I MT626

■

MT631
MT630

Film

I

Film
Film

58

■

projectors

MT632

MT641
MT642

Soap
Soaps, dispensers
liquid
Hand driers, electric
Chewing gum solvents
Rubber link matting
Exhaust fans

SOUND
MT661
MT6G2
MT6G3
MT664
MT665
MT666

Sound systems,
Sound heads
Amplifiers
Pre-amplifiers
Speakers
Rectifiers

MT6G7
MT668
MTGG9
MT670
MT671
MT672
MT673

Condensers
Photo-electric cells
Tubes, amplifier
Tubes, rectifier
Exciter lamps
Baffles, horn
Lens assemblies, sound

MTG74
MT675
MT676
MTG77
MT678

Public address systems
Microphones
Microphone stands
Hearing aid systems
Acoustical materials

STAGE

complete

EQUIPMENT

MT685
MT68C
MT687
MTG88

Screens, moving picture
Lighting, stage
Curtain controls
Curtain tracks

MT689
MT690
MTG91
MTG92
MT693

Stage draperies
Stage rigging
Scenery, stage
Footlights
Switchboards

STRUCTURAL

MATERIALS

MT700
MT701
MT702
MT703

Structural

glasses

MT704
MT705

Fronts,

glass

Fronts,

vitreous

MT706
MT707
MT708
MT709

Fronts,

porcelain

Insulation materials
Acoustical materials
Fibre boards
enamel
enamel

Fronts, stainless steel
Toilet partitions, metal
Flooring, asphalt tile

MISCELLANEOUS

cabinets
cabinet stands

SANITATION

State

MT650
MT651
MT652
MT653
MT654
MT655

ozone

cleaners

Theatre
City

Air purifiers,
perfumes
Air sprays

Air gun (cleaner)
Tool kits

Effect

Name

sound

Lamps, reflector arc
Lamps, high intensity
Lamps, incandescent projection
Arc regulators
Arc controls
Control panels

Film

Remarks:

Deodorant blocks
Insecticides
Disseminators

Projectors, semi-portable
Projector pedestals
Projector parts
Lamps, suprex type

Bulbs, rectifier
Rheostats, projection
Motor-generators
MT609 Lenses, projection
Lenses, condenser
Current changers
MT606 Mirror reflectors
I MT611
II MT610
MT608 Carbons, projector
Carbon savers
II MT614
MT612
MTG13
Reels
■ MT616 Reel alarms
MT615
■ MT618
Rewinders, automatic
Change-over devices
■ MT620
Slide, projection
Lamps, spot and flood
Take-ups, film

II MTG27
MT623
I MT625
MT628
I MT629

Disinfectants

MT643
MT644
MT645
MT646
MT647
MT648
MT649

individual

MT607

The MODERN

units

PROJECTION

MT599

FOR

violet

MAINTENANCE

USE THIS COUPON
YOU

Ultra

MT559
MT5eO
MT561
MT562

plet*

IF WHAT

MT558

Cleaning compounds
Cleaners, vacuum

MT715
MT716
MT717
MT718
MT719

Accounting systems
Change makers
Safes, boxoffice
Tickets
Ticket choppers

MT720
MT721
MT722

Ticket Issuing machines
Ticket registers
Ticket holders

MT723
MT724

Pop corn machines
Uniforms,
staff
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CONlffiCnCUT MDUS BOOTH BILLS
Proposed Amusement
Tax Protested

Maine Uneasy
Over Luxury Bill
Portland,

Me. — With

united

opposition

to the

2 per cent general sales tax increasing, theatre interests in Maine are
becoming more than a little uneasy about

the hasty passage of a luxury tax bill during the last days of the legislature.
At an inconclusive joint caucus of 115
Republicans of the house and senate April
7 to discuss taxation problems, voting indicated a close choice between the sales
tax and another measure proposing a selective or luxury sales tax.
Prom reliable reports it was found that
33 members voted for the sales tax, 24 for
a combination income-sales tax, 29 for a
selective or luxury tax, 12 for no new tax
whatsoever.
Following this “preferential” ballot, caucus sentiment as to sales and luxury taxes
was sought with the result that 45 voted
for the general sales tax to 43 for the
luxury tax with 12 members maintaining
their position that no new taxes were
necessary.
Unidentified important theatrical figures
in Augusta are said to be exerting efforts
to swing sentiment in their favor.
Limit

Harness

75 Exhibitors at Hearing;
Admission Tax
Proposed

Races

Augusta, Me. — A favorable committee
report on a bill limiting to three parimutuel harness race meets on any one
track in one year has been accepted by
the Maine house. Meets between November 30 and May 1 would be prohibited by
the measure. The favorable report had
been accepted previously by the senate.

Vermont Sessions Adjourn
Montpelier — Vermont’s 1937 legislature
adjourned this week without adopting any
measures affecting the film industry. Although Governor Aiken signed a revenue
bill it came to him stripped of a clause
that would impose a ten per cent amusement tax.

New
Haven — Approximately
exhibitors have joined operators

85
of

sporting events and clubs in opposing the state proposal for a 10 per
cent gross amusement tax at a hearing Tuesday before the senate finance
committee.
Contending

that

motion

pictures

are a necessity, Edward Levy, secretary of the state MPTO, pointed out
that such a tax primarily would
strike the pocketbook of families unable to afford the extra expense.
Citing special city and

proposal discriminates against theatres already bearing more than their
share of the tax burden. He asserted
that the gouge would close many theatres, pointing to a similar law in
South Carolina which resulted in a

MASS.

mortality

of theatres.

HOUSE ACTS
ON SEVERAL BILLS

Boston — The Massachusetts house last
week gave leave to withdraw to a bill to
restrict erection and use of buildings for
the manufacture or sale of explosive and
inflammable material. Also defeated was
a petition to legalize pari-mutuel betting on
jai alai, fast Peruvian sport. An adverse
committee report was turned in on a measure to provide for the licensing of certain
electrical workmen. A bill reducing from
5 to 41/2 per cent the interest on unpaid
taxes was favored. Bills regarding beano,
stage dancing in theatres on Sunday, and a
standard building code remained unreported.
A bill to cut $47,000 from the appropriation of the state racing commission was
turned down as was a measure to hack
$5,500 from the administrative item of the
commission.

NEW ENGLAND
EDITION Is One of the Seven Sectional
Editions in Which BOXOFPICE
Is Published Weekly. The
Other Six Editions Are: MIDEAST, CENTRAL, MIDWEST,
WESTERN, SOUTHERN, EASTERN.

—

Two-men-in-a-booth

bills,

last week. At a previous meeting in February, a large industry vote was registered
m opposition to the bills, numbered H. B.
795 and H. B. 800, but proponents asked
for a continuance. The new hearing again
called
Hotel

forth about 75 exhibitors and exchange men, who met first at the Bond
to discuss the proposals.
Principal

state license

fees and the existing federal admission tax. Levy contended that the

heavy

Hartford

introduced unsuccessfully in the state legislature for the past six sessions, had their
day before the judiciary committee again

Principal

Spokesmen

spokesman

for the

bills was

Fred Dempsey, secretary - treasurer of
lATSE, who represented 18 locals in Connecticut and urged passage of the bills
from the safety angle. He maintained
that film was often shipped from
atre to another without inspection
danger

one theand that

of fire from imperfections was increased when only one operator was employed. The Reverend Ziegler of South

Norwalk expressed himself in
ing that his interest in the
angle of films had led him to
booth and apparatus and that
it would be in the interests

favor, stateducational
a study of
he believed
of greater

safety to use two men. John Eagan, secretary of the Connecticut Federation of
Labor, also spoke for the bills.
The opposition led off with Arthur Lockwood of Middletown, who pointed out that
in every important state, the matter of
theatre safety was left in the “capable
hands of the state police,” who already
have the power in Connecticut to order two
men in a booth if inspection should reveal
such a necessity. A1 Robbins of the Strand,
Hamden, took the stand that in most cases
the

booth could be operated more efficiently with one operator than two, especially since the advent of the 2,000-foot
reels, which gave the operator almost 20
minutes of leisure after three minutes of
work. Showing that the modern machine
has every known safety device, and that at
no time are both machines operating at
(Continued on page 62)

BRAD
ANGIER, New England Editor, 14 Piedmont St.,
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T. B. SPRY HEADS
ROGERS FUND DRIVE

Allied Affiliate Turns

Boston — Thomas

Question on Members
Boston

—

Members

of the

Independent

Exhibitors, Inc., are

challenged by the
question, “What are you doing to deserve
organization?” The query, which the Allied affiliate admits is the reverse of the
usual question, is contained in a bulletin
issued by the unit which claims to solve
the problem of “why the exhibitor pays
and pays and pays.”
A tieup made by the Independent Exhibitors, Inc., with two oil concerns but not
generally participated in by individual
members is bared in the denunciation.
“Last summer your organization made a
deal with two reputable oil companies to
deliver No. 2 fuel oil of standard quality to
member theatres at the rate of 51/2 cents
a gallon, which was a reduction of 1 cent
a gallon from the market price,” the report reveals. “A top price of 51/2 cents
was set so that no matter how high the
market price went, the maximum that
members would have to pay would be 51/2
cents per gallon. Since last September the
price of oii has been increased twice.
“According to the inquiry card returned
to us last year, members are using over a
million gallons of oil per year. A 1 cent
per gallon reduction would mean a group
saving of $10,000. Just two members took
advantage of this offer.
“This calls to mind an oft repeated exhibitor question, ‘What does the organization do for me?’ After making the customary reply ... we are going to ask you,
“What are you doing to deserve the organization’?”

DALY, DILORENZO
BUY LOWELL CAPITOL
Lowell,

Mass. — Michael

Daly

and

An-

thony DiLorenzo of Hartford have purchased the well-known Huntoon property
containing the 1,500-seat Capitol Theatre
here, in one of the largest real estate deals
recorded in the city. The property contains, in addition to the theatre, 40 apartments and 15 stores and is bounded by
Middlesex St., the Stott block, and Thorndike St. The purchasers have been operating the Capitol Theatre for the past two
years on lease, as well as the Victory Theatre in the same city. Daly and Di Lorenzo
also operate the Daly, Hartford and Rialto,
New Britain, and are reported to be seeking a new site in New Britain.

More Exchange Workers Ally With Union
New

luncheon

was

held

of

Managers

"SONG AT EVENTIDE"
GETS THE SCISSORS
Boston — The

eight-reel

Jewel

Produc-

tions feature, “Song at Eventide,” was cut
more than any other motion picture within recent months in Massachusetts. Eliminations required by the department of
public safety were in the dialogue track
entirely. They comprised reference to
marital and extra-marital relations and the
use of the word “God” as an epithet.
Scenes showing actual gambling were
eliminated from Cameo Screen Attraction’s
"Battle of Greed” on the same list. Thirty-three other films were approved in their
original form, while on the stage four
vaudeville acts were banned for Sunday
showings, four were modified and six were
approved.

Middletown Opening
Middletown,

Conn. — The

HISTORY

IS MADE

Capitol, closed

IN HIGH

AND

former

Bos-

on Committee

The list of committee members is a roster of exchange managers. Harry Asher
of General Pictures, Edward Kleine of Bay
State, David Shapiro of Wholesome, Sam
Davidson of Cameo, Leo Britton of Amity,
Elmer Turnquist of Imperial, Herman Rifkin of Republic, Nat Furst of Warner, Tim
O’Toole of Columbia, John Scully of GB,
Harry Segal of Grand National, Jack Meyers of Hub, Maurice N. Wolf of M-G-M,
Ross C. Cropper of RKO, A1 Herman of
Universal, Harry Kirchgessner, William
Erbb of Paramount, John Dervin of United
Artists, and Edward X. Callahan of 20thFox are among the committeemsn working on the Will Rogers Memorial Fund.

A. L. TUOHY JOINS
BENEDICT RANKS
Boston — Arthur

Sheila Elizabeth

Leo

Tuohy

McCormack

and

were

Miss

mar-

ried Tuesday at Saint Margaret’s church
in Dorchester. Tuohy is assistant manager at Loew’s Orpheum; Miss McCormack
has been with the M. & P. Theatres Corp.
for several years. They left for a Bermuda honeymoon. They plan to reside in
Arlington upon their return.
Arthur Touhy leaped into local prominence a few months ago when, with
Vaughn R. O’Neill, he prevented a holdup
at the Orpheum and effected the capture

during the winter, is being spruced up for
reopening on April 18, the day following
the scheduled closing of the Middlesex.

of an armed bandit leaving the treasurer’s
office with theatre funds. Several other
holdups in Boston theatres at about that
time had been successful.

SCHOOL

AT YOUR

BOXOFFICE!

1

A

vnTH

CENSOR-PROOF
EXPLOITATION
Busy
FEATURE
•
She Wcmted to Know,
but Her Mother Was Too

^101”

here

Tuesday in honor of Dr. Ray Lyman Wilbur, president of Stanford University in
California and the national head of the
Motion Picture Research Council. Introduced by Stephen P. Cabot, president of
the local council unit. Dr. Wilbur was the
principal speaker at the affair which was
held at 3 Joy St.
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fifth meeting

the newly -chartered AFL unit of exchange employes at the Hotel Garde
rolled up membership to approximately 40, out of a possible 55, including bookers. A last open meeting
was scheduled for Wednesday evening to elect permanent officers, and
the long -promised Boston exchange
union representatives were to address
the New Haven group.
Shippers and poster clerks, who
have showji no interest in early meetmgs, were believed to be in favor of
joining.

Honor Stanford Head
Boston — A

Haven — The

B. Spry,

ton manager for Warner Bros, and present New England head for United Artists,
is chairman of the one-week drive for the
Will Rogers Memorial Fund. The sevenday campaign for funds for the Saranac
Lake Hospital for the needy of the stage
and screen began on Friday, April 13.
Theatres are coming into line from all over
the territory with pledged donations.
Motion picture houses, in a form letter
sent out by Spry, are being requested either
to make outright contributions to the charity or to make audience collections at all
performances during the week of the drive.
In the matter of self-imposed assessments,
theatres seating 500 or less are asked to
send in a minimum of $10, while houses
with 2,000 or more seats are requested to
pledge at least $25 to the hospital chest.
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BOTTOM
jyj & P. THEATRES CORP. department
heads and district managers met with
Martin Mullin and Sam Pinanski at the
circuit’s Scollay Square headquarters the
other Thursday to discuss operation problems.
Julia Sanderson and Frank Crumit featured the stage show at the Metropolitan
last week. Milt Britton and his Band,
Sybil Kaye, and others were also before
the footlights.

Once
we

Again

sing the praises of the Model

M

K

OTIOGRAPff

Neil McFee plans to open the picturesque
Wharf Theatre in Provincetown July 1.
Eileen Lieberman, formerly with First
Division and later with Warner Bros., is
now at the Standard Theatre Supply Corp.
Nathan Ross, GB salesman, has taken
a leave of absence until following the territorial GB convention in New York in
June.
Leo Cummings, veteran automobile
salesman for the film district and the S. J.
McNeilly Co., must have got loose in Columbia. Tim Donahue, Saul Simons, Abe
Barry and Walter Silverman have new
cars.
Francis Driscoll is now a member of the
office force of M-G-M.
‘‘The Good Earth,” which closed a
heavily patronized roadshow engagement
at the Colonial last Sunday, is scheduled
to be roadshown in other New England
spots, including Providence, Portland and
New Bedford.
S. D. Bresnahan has replaced Gerald
Harney as assistant manager at the Paramount in Lynn.
Al Lourie, formerly manager of the
Franklin Park, has been named manager
of the Oriental for the M. & P. Theatres
Corp.
Still another cash giveaway plan has
come into being in New England. Pictures
of crowded local spots are filmed and
the prints screened. The individual designated by a circle, imposed by the management, wins the money,
Phil Berler, head booker for the E. M.
Loew independent circuit, and Mrs. Berler have returned from a 16-day southern
cruise. Ports of call included Havana,
Cuba, and Tela, Honduras.
John Buckley, formerly assistant manager at the Shawmut, has been appointed
manager of the Warren.
Mark Miller, press agent for Wini Shaw,
Benny Fields and others, was in Boston
the other day. Miss Shaw closed last week
at the Metropolitan, while Fields was
scheduled to open at the Mayfair this
week.
Joseph F. Timilty, police commissioner,
favors the barring of parking by pleasure
vehicles from Boston’s downtown streets.
Enforcement of such a decree would not
(Continued on page 64)
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We've devoted a lot of space in our advertising
to the Model K Motiograph since it was de<
veloped. But when a projector stands so for
above competitors from so many angles, our
enthusiasm is understandable.
Here is, without a doubt, the last word in motion picture projectors. Mechanically, it represents a virtually fool-proof piece of equipment,
rarely requiring servicing. From the standpoint
of performance, it projects brilliantly sharp and
steady images without flicker or jump — so much
so, that experts everywhere acclaim it as the
world's finest. And — as though these features
weren't enough to "sell" you on it, it is actually
inexpensive.
Exclusive New

England Distributors

CAPITOL THEATRE SUPPLY COMPANY
^

NEW ENGLAND ORGANIZATION
NEW ENGLAND EXHIBITORS

28-30 PIEDMONT

STREET

•

BOSTON,

FOR
MASS.
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“jyjAYTIME” has the distinction of being
the first attraction since “It Happened
One Night” to be held in town for three
weeks . . . The feature also stayed in Hartford for a third week . . . The business was
all on College Street, with “History is Made
at Night” scoring at the Roger Sherman,
and the MacDonald-Eddy film at the College.
Theatre representation at Hartford on
the film bill hearings was excellent. There
teas a holiday spirit in the overfloiving
judiciary chamber, and the goings on had
more snap and pace than the usual weary
sessions . . . A last-minute substitution of
the allegedly unprepared Fred Dempsey for
John

F. Gatelee,

organizer

of the

Along

with

vaudeville

labor officials. Senator

Mal-

and Larry O’Neil of the
spoke for the Sunday

bills, which
nounced, the committee

it was later anwould report fav-

orably.
The D’Oyly Carte Gilbert arid Sullivan
presentations at the Shubert opened to
1,700 and continued with full houses all
iveek.
Gilbert Josephson, new operator of the
Lincoln Theatre, spends his weekends in
New Haven and the rest of his time at the
World Theatre, New York . . . The little
house is now
Maternelle.”
The

showing

local Grand

“Slalom”

National

and

”La

HOME

Boston — Louis Richmond had a baby
girl last Thursday, and Boxoffice scored
again. The New England edition, in the
February 27 issue, carried the following
item: “Three storks are readying for a
race to New England motion picture outposts. Their arrivals will be clocked, respectively, by Joe Wolf, Columbia booker;
Lou Richmond, manager of the National
locally for E. M. Loew, and Henry Tobin,
E. M. Loew resident manager in OlneyMr. and Mrs. Wolf became the parents
of a young Miss Wolf several weeks ago.
ville.”
Mr.
and Mrs. Richmond entered the parental lists last week. Mr. and Mrs. Tobin
have yet to be heard from.

exchange

has

(Continued
the

same

time,

from

page

Robbins
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left explanatory

photographs with the committee.
Harry L. Lavietes, Pequot, New Haven,
presented similar arguments. The complete
case of those opposed was summed up by
Edward G. Levy, executive secretary of
Connecticut MPTO, who hit the safety argument and alleged frequency of fires a
telling blow when he presented Connecticut
statistics for the year 1935-1936. Levy related that only two theatre fires were recorded for that period and of the one hundred million feet of film exposed in feature pictures alone in the 150 theatres in
of film were burnonly 55 feet
Connecticut
“
(Continued
on page 64)

eOOD s BAD
USED CHAIRS
UPHOLSTERED

AND

VENEER

JOE CIFRE, Inc.

maintained first place in the company’s
first drive for two successive weeks, and if
persistence wins, Jeanette will get some of
that $1,000.
Joe Lavenduski, student assistant
College, will resign shortly because
health.

Booth Bills

Inter-

national Alliance, caused labor’s case in
the tivo-men-in-a-booth bills hearing to be
poorly presented . . . Levy, for the film
nieii, was prepared with statistics, exhibits,
etc.

kan of New Haven
Cameo, Hartford,

GIRL ADDED TO
RICHMOND

at the
of his

44 WINCHESTER

ST.,

BOSTON

The Essex Square, operated by J. Malcarni, has installed a new ventilating system.
James A. Bracken of the Warner theatre
department is three times a father . . .
This

time it’s a boy, Jackie.

Fishman’s Dixwell having completed its
luxurious remodeling job. the Lawrence is
next in line, the interior redecoration already commencing to take interesting
shape.

THEATRE
AND

Favor Dog Track
Boston — The board of selectmen of
Salisbury, according to Chairman H. P.
Congdon, would favor the establishment
of a dog track within municipal limits. A
permit for a track in Metheun has been
recently refused, and it is believed that the
interests in back of the project may try to
establish themselves in Salisbury. Opposition to a Salisbury pari-mutuel location
has
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increased

since

Congdon’s

ENGINEERING
DEALERS

IN

STANDARD THEATRE EQUIPMENT
SPECIALIZING
Serving

the

IN REMODELING

industry

since

its inception”

statement.
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JUST OFF THE PRESS!
The 1937

FILM DAILY
YEAR BOOK

Weighs over 6 Ihs.
Contains nearly 1,300 pages.
Beautifully hound.

of

MOTION
The

largest

and

most

PICTURES
★

comprehensive

volume

in the long

series

of

Film

Daily Year Books is now being distributed to paid subscribers of The Film Daily. The 1937 book, 19th edition, contains nearly
1,300 pages of valuable reference material. Among the many items
of interest are included: PICTURES — 16,170 titles of features released since 1915 showing distributors and Film Daily review
dates;

Features released during 1936 with casts and credits; Features and short subject series released during 1936, arranged by

distributing

companies;

serials

released

since

1920

showing

stars,

directors and years of release; a list of features imported from foreign countries during 1936; a compilation showing producers and
distributors of short subject series. PERSONNEL — Names, addresses,
telephone numbers, cable addresses, officers, department heads
and

boards of directors of important film companies; another section with the addresses and manpower affiliated with studios and
production organizations; Officers and directors of clubs, guilds
and organizations associated with the motion picture industry.
PERSONALITIES— The 1935 and 1936 work of 3,124 players, 218
producers, associate producers and supervisors; 281 directors; 809
authors; 635 screenplay writers; 181 cameramen; 196 film editors;
152 music composers and supervisors; and 27 dance directors.
LISTS — A complete equipment Buying Guide; feature producers,
short subject producers, cartoon producers, industrial producers,
newsreel, theatre supply dealers, laboratories, color processes,
trailers,

insurance brokers, projection rooms, agents and managers, play and story brokers exchanges (including names
of

managers and product handled). THEATRES — Complete list of
theatres in the United States and Canada arranged by state and
provinces; separate list of circuits with four or more theatres.
FINANCIAL — Summaries of all motion picture companies whose
stocks are listed on financial markets. FOREIGN — Exporters and
importers; outlook for 1937; international survey of film markets.
EXPLOITATION — Complete manual of tested exploitation stunts;

Your Check for $10.00
Will Bring You This

COMPLETE
THE

FILM

DAILY

Every day except Sunday,
covering the news of the

showman's calendar. AGENTS' TELEPHONES
of players, directors
and writers. LEGAL — Court decisions of 1936 compiled and digested by Herbert T. Silverberg. BIRTHDAYS
AND BIRTHPLACES
of important film folk, and 1,001 other items of interest.

SERVICE
DIRECTORS

ANNUAL

PRODUCTION

industry; reviews of features and short subjects
equipment; a
publication
every exhibitor needs.

Every

SHORT SUBJECT
QUARTERLIES

FILM

&

GUIDE

June — A volume devoted to Production plans,

activities

and

credits.

THE

FILM

1501

Broadway,

Dear

Sir:

The

Four times a year; an issue
devoted
exclusively to
Short

Subjects, giving reviews, programs, exploitation ideas, in fact, everything about shorts.

YEAR

ing every branch
industry.

York

City

$10.00

(foreign

to the

FILM

$15.00).

BOOK

Filmdom's Recognized Book
of Reference. Nearly thirteen hundred pages

New

Please enter my subscription
Film Daily Service.

I enclose
DAILY

DAILY

coverof

NAME.
STREET.

the
CITY

STATE

DAILY,

and

LOEW'S
all first runs having strong drawing features, business brisk all over the
city Sunday with selling of tickets stopped
from time to time during day and night
as lobbies became jammed with standees.

BOSTON

TO REOPEN
TWO THIS MONTH

(Continued

from page 61)

^^ITH

Uptown Theatre, neighborhood secondrun house booked in "Cloistered” for a four
day run, April 7-10, and did capacity business ivith continuous showings. Film was
held over by Manager M. J. Annotti for
extra three days. Surprise lies in fact that
picture was given a week’s showing here
at one of the city’s catholic school auditoriums some weeks ago and. backed by
church organizations, played to big business throughout engagement.
For some weeks prior to the “Revival
Week” which opened at the Uptown Theatre April 10, Manager Tony Romano invited patrons to vote on what pictures
they’d like to see. A total of 7,261 ballots
were dropped in the theatre and another
871 came in via mail. “The Thin Man”
topped the list with 2,167 votes and “Pasteur” came second with 2,075. “Tale of
Two Cities” ran third and “Devil Is a Sissy”
fourth. Others polling heavy votes were,
in order: “Ah, Wilderness,” “David Copperfield,” “Mr. Deeds,” “Wife vs. Secretary,” “Trail of Lonesome Pine,” and “Captain Blood.” House will not play all films
voted for but is giving two a day during
the week and business is 200 per cent.
Manager Romano reports.
Carlton ivill drop its second run
again starting April 18 toheii "The
Earth” comes in for a week’s road
booking. Metropolitan Theatre also
road show booked in for one night on
26, "The
Boston.

Great

Waltz,” coming

policy
Good
shoiv
has a
April

in from

Shea’s Paramount, Newport, turns its
stage over to the recently organized Newport Players’ Guild next Saturday night
when the amateur group presents its first
production, “Interference.”

Shea’s Paramount, incidentally, has a
new manager — John D. Walsh jr, who
moved over to that house Sunday from the
Colonial, ivhere he had been manager since
E. M. Loeiv circuit reopened that house in
1935. Walsh’s assistant at the Colonial
took over the reins there. At Shea’s Paramount. Walsh succeeds Harry Brown, who
teas transferred to Nashua. N. H. Manager
Walsh is not an imkiiown at the Paramount. having been assistant manager of
the house under Bill Powell, wheri M. & P.
operated the theatre.
Installation of air-conditioning equipment started at the Community Theatre,
Centredale, la.st week. At West Warwick,
Thornton’s Theatre
cushioned seats.

is installing new

air-

Bates Theatre, Attleboro. Mass., has a
novel idea in the dual feature return bookings it’s using as Wednesday programs.
House is billing them as "Blue Ribbon
Award Programs,” pointing out that films
shown have "won medals, awards, ribbons
or prizes for their unusual merit.” "Big
Broadcast of 1937” and "Texas Rangers”
were first combination.

Worcester,

Mass. — Loew’s

will reopen

the Plaza on April 23, if present indications of renovation progress are fulfilled.
Erie Wright, Poli circuit publicity head, is
giving the reports his personal supervision
for a two weeks’ period.
The Plaza has been closed for more than
two years, and remodeling will include new
seats, floors, wiring, lighting fixtures and
decoration.
Lyric

Reopening

Bridgeport,

Scheduled

Conn. — Loew

was

to reopen

the Lyric as a first-run house, with a Friday, Saturday and Sunday policy on April
16. The Majestic and Poli are full-time
Loew first-runs in the city. The Lyric has
been closed for several weeks, following an
unsuccessful attempts at burlesque.

Boy and Girl Win Prize
Marriage and Honeymoon
Follow Victory
Boston — Rudolph

Bruce

prize of $2,000 in a cartoon contest sponsored by the Herald-Traveler Corp., local
newspaper publishers. Or it may have
something to do with a honeymoon. Bruce
and Miss Margaret O’Neil of this city were
married Friday in New York.
Miss Marearet O’Neil, also known as
Peggy, won the first prize of $10,000 in the
motion picture cartoon competition in
which Bruce also captured the check. They
worked out the answers together, Bruce
doing the majority of the work in the final
stages wherein there were several runoffs. In the final elimination, the dozen
odd contestants still remaining were seated
apart under newspaper supervision and
forced to solve the puzzles within a time
limit. The Bruce-O’Neil duo won the top
duo of awards. Two hearts swung in $12,000 time.
Howard

N. The
H. Tremont

an Aid

It was a comedy of errors and romance.
Both had their first lists of answers in
when, in going over them verbally with
Arthur K. Howard, Independent Exhibitors’
business manager, Bruce mentioned one
solution in which Howard instantly saw
an error. Both Bruce and Miss O’Neil
hurriedly procured additional blanks and
sent in an entirely new set of answers.
The two left Friday for New York and
were married in Manhattan the same evening. The first few evenings of their
honeymoon were spent in a metropolitan
hotel, with a steamship company footing
the bill because of the Konigstein’s being
behind sailing schedule. They plan to
make their way around the globe, stopping where they will and for as long as
they wish. Love and twelve thousand dollars take a holiday.

has opened in Claremont,

Helen Hayes is scheduled to begin a 39week tour with “Victoria Regina” at Hartford on September 16. It is believed that
if these plans are carried out, the possibility of her return to the screen in the
near future is slender.

Joseph Lourie, M. & P. maiiager, has
been transferred from the Fields Corner
Theatre to the Franklin Park.

A fire at the Price Premiums offices at
Piedmont and Broadway resulted in smoke
damage that will require the repainting of
the interior of the building. The blaze,
d about 4 o’clock in
which was discovere
the morning, was in the coal bin.

The Columbia Club is scheduled to hold
a meeting Monday evening.
John Scully, GB division manager,
in New Haven last week.

was

Booth Bills

sailed the first

of the week on the S. S. Konigstein, en
route to Europe on the first stage of a
leisurely world cruise. The journey is in
honor of his recently winning the second

Art

only inconvenience film-district visitors,
but it would have a pronounced effect on
attendance at downtown theatres, it is felt.

(Continued

from page 62)

ed, and that this constituted the total
damage resulting from the fires. He also
showed that a recent Massachusetts law
on theatre safety contained 18 provisions
which were almost identical with provisions
already in effect in the Connecticut state
police rules. Concerning a clause in the
bills which would eliminate unnecessary
conversation in a booth. Levy remarked
that a good way to accomplish this end
would be not to get the operator company.
Other clauses restricting entrance into the
booth while the machine is in operation,
closing of door, etc., were already included
in state police rules. Levy observed.
Speak

Fred

for

Dempsey,

Sunday

John

Vaude

Eagan,

Senator

ce O’Neil,
Samuel H. Malkan and Lauren
operator of the Cameo, Hartford, spoke
S. B.
bills,
lle
vaudevi
in favor of Sunday
conalso
were
349 and S. B. 993, whichy hearing, when
tinued from the Februar
considerable church opposition was heard.
Proponents maintained that there was an
unfair discrimination against vaudeville,
amusements were persince
mitted.other Sunday
The judiciary committee has decided to
report favorably Sunday vaudeville bills,
with the provision that local authorities
may vote to legalize such performances.
The chief bone of exhibitor contention
to be presented at t'^e current legislative
session was S. B. 507, which was heard by
the finance committee on April 13. This is
an admission tax of one cent for each 10
cents or fraction thereof, to be paid by
the patron, and to become effective July
1, 1937. All places of amusement, including theatres, sports arenas, night clubs
and restaurants with floor shows are to
be so taxed, monthly returns are to be
made by exhibitors, and strict penalties are
proposed.
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THIS
FRANK

WEEK

WE

MEET

C. LYDON

ENGLAND was blasted by one of
|>|EW
the worst storms in its history, the
steamer Portland disappeared, and Prank
C. Lydon was born. It happened one night
... in 1898. “It’s an ill wind that blows
no man good,” Lydon contends.
The vice-president of the Allied States
Ass’n in New England and the operator of
the Hamilton Theatre in Dorchester made
a natural entrance into the motion picture business. His father, Michael J. Lydon,
opened the Imperial Theatre in South
Boston in 1909 and gave Prank his first
It wasn’t

much

of a job, but it was

a

joD.
start. Prank had to chase kids off the
fire escape on Saturday afternoons. If it
rained, he saw the show.
Promoted

To

Usher

Patrick P. Lydon, his uncle, was a part
owner of the Imperial. He later became
associated with Nathan Gordon whose
holdings later evolved into the local Publix skein and, eventually, into the M. & P.
Theatres Corp.
Young Frank Lydon was promoted in
1912. He ascended to the full glory of
usher at the Hamilton, taking care of a
film-transfer sideline which consisted of
rushing reels between the Hamilton and
the Harvard, another theatre that his
father operated in Dorchester by then.
The Shawmut Bank offered him a position in 1914, with a pay increase that he
could not afford to pass up, so Lydon
entered the banking business at the age
of 18. He received six dollars a week. Despite the munificence of this sum, he continued ushering at the Hamilton evenings.
The film virus must have been in his
blood, for the salary he received from the
theatre certainly was not enough of itself
to attract him. It averaged less than one
dollar a week. While all this was going
on, he burned the candle in the middle by
continuing his studies.
A Family Conference
The family had a conference. Frank
Lydon was packed off to Tilton Seminary
in Tilton, New Hampshire. Despite the fact
that Tilton teams were being taken into
camp pretty regularly those days by the
editor’s prep, Kimball Union Academy,
Frank went out for football. He became
a substitute in the back field and a regular at the training table.
He entered the film business seriously
in 1918, after graduating from Tilton. The
elder Messrs. Lydon had bought the Olympia in South Boston from Si Bunce, present premium man locally, who was the
granddaddy of them all in the exhibition
field, and Prank worked in every position
from assistant operator to assistant manager at the house. He made his headquarters in the theatre for nine successful years. When the Lydons’ South Boston interests were sold in 1927, he was
doing all the buying and booking for the
BOXOFFICE
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gXHIBITORS and citizens in the territory surrounding Eastport are alternately jubilant and depressed as reports
out of Washington declare one week that
“Quoddy” is to be used by the National
Youth Administration to house some 1,200
New England youths, with a governmentcontrolled theatre for their entertainment,
and next, reports that it has been included
in a great nation-wide power program.
CIO organizers have reached Freeport,
Waterville and Lewiston and strikes prevail at all three spots.

Good news was received this week by
Aroostook county potato growers who
learned that the two and one-half millions
they need to operate this year will be
loaned them by farm loan agencies in
Springfield, Mass.
theatre trio. He has concentrated since on
operating the Hamilton.
He has come into national prominence
during the past few years, serving on the
arbitration committee of the Film Board
of Trade, the Clearance and Zoning Board
of the NRA, and on a number of local
and nation-wide committees of the Allied
States Ass’n of whom he is New England
vice-president.
Well-Liked

and

Popular

Unassuming, forcible when the occasion
demands, one of the best liked and most
popular exhibitors in the territory, his wit
has become a byword in the district. It is
clever, sharply to the point, rather than
along the popular sarcastic trend, although
irony often creeps in.
His Silver Jubilee program, in which he
tied in with the similar celebration of
Adolph Zukor, was an example of what he
could do with words. Prank Lydon wrote;
“It is with Particular Pride and Pleasure that we Proceed to Participate in this
Jubilee, a Period Proclaimed for the Purpose of Paying Profound respect to a
Prominent and Popular Personality, a
Provider of Popular Pageantry, a man
Prized as the industry’s Precious Possession, the Pioneer and Premier Producer
of Pictures, Adolph Zukor.
“We are grateful to Mr. Zukor for the
many fine Paramount Pictures which we
have been Privileged to Present at the
Hamilton and likewise we are conscious
of a feeling of deep gratitude toward our
Patrons who have contributed to our success, and Mr. Zukor’s, during the Past
quarter century. Pleasing the Public with
Perfect Programs, Properly Presented at
Popular Prices, is our Prevailing Policy; it
has Permitted us to Progress and Prosper
in the Past; and is a Proven Policy which
We Propose to Perpetuate with a Parade
of Paramount Productions, Plus Preferred
Photoplays Provided by other leading ProEnjoys

Industry

ducers.”
Prank Lydon is a charter member of the
local film fraternity, the Boston Friars
Club. He belongs to the Knights of Columbus. He thoroughly enjoys the motion
picture industry which he describes as
“fast and fascinating.” He has a wife
who is fast recuperating from the effects
of pneumonia, a son, and two daughters.

M-G-M’s ‘‘The Good Earth” has been
booked lor a week’s roadshow engagement
at the Empire beginning April 29. Bert
McKenzie, N. E. publicity man for M-G-M,
was to have arrived in Portland April 12
to make plans for the campaign.

M-G-M’s “Maytime” has been booked
for a two-week engagement at Abraham
Goodside’s two houses. The picture opened April 8 at the Strand and will be transferred to the Empire on April 15 for its
second week. This is the first time in
several years a picture has been so booked
in advance.
Oil the week’s Filmrow roster: Mel Morrison of the Strand, Dover, N. H.; Bill
Bejijamin, NS salesman, and Mrs. Benjamin; Charles Downes of the Bijou, Lisbon
Falls; Howard Duffy of the New Theatre
and Pier, Old Orchard Beach.

E. C. Bradley, Paramount salesman, who
has been with the company for the past
20 years, was honored at a dinner at the
Lancey House, Pittsfield, Me., on April 7.
He was presented with a table model radio,
J. Harold Stevens, Paramount branch
manager, will leave June 5 to attend the
Paramount branch and district managers
meeting to be held at the Ambassador
Hotel, Los Angeles, from Jujie 10-14.

Mrs. Nellie Shea, operator of the Acme
Theatre at Eastport and the Eagle at
Lubec, has just returned from an extended
visit in the south.

New Corporations
Providence— Certificates

of business

in-

corporation filed at the office of Louis W.
Cappelli, secretary of state, during the
past fortnight include the following amusement firms:
Peace Dale Amusement Corp., Peace
Dale. Capital, 500 shares common, no par
value. Incorporators: William J. Carlos,
Marshall B. Marcus, Irving Winograd,
Providence.
Harold Amusement Corp., Pascoag. 500
shares common, no par value. Incorporators: William J. Carlos, Marshall B. Marcus, Irving Winograd, Providence.
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As a service to readers of BOXOFFICE, this page provides a ready source of informatioii
on products and services which have been filed for reference with The MODERN THEA-

•

TRE INFORMATION BUREAU. Information on the following subjects may be secured by

sending in the coupon. Use the key numbers. If data on subjects other than those listed
is wanted, just state your requirements. We will endeavor to see that you are supplied
with details promptly.

ADVERTISING
MT481
MT482
MT483
MT484
MT485
MT4S6
MT487
MT4S8
MT4S9
MT490
MT491
MT492
MT493
MT4 94
MT495
MT49t)
MT497
MT498
MT499

Main signs and marquees
Signs, Neon
Signs, structural glass
Signs, travel word
Attraction boards
Letters, attraction board
Letters, changeable silliouette
Price signs, boxoffice
Display frames
Poster lights
Poster projectors
Cut-out machines
Time schedule clocks, electric
Monogrammed
mats, rubber
Slides, advertising
Slides, announcement
Sound truck P. A. systems
Transformers, Neon
Ladders, safety

AIR

CONDITIONING

MTCdlG

Air

MT50G
MT507
MT508
MT509
MT510
MTS 11
MT0I2
MT513
MT514
MT515
MT516
MT517

plete
Heating systems
Refrigeration
Air washers
Blowers
Air circulators
Fans, exhaust
Grilles and registers
Temperature control devices
Air conditioning accessories
Motors, multi-speed fan
Motors, constant speed
Air filters

conditioning

DECORATIONS
MTD20
MT521
MT522
MT523
MT524
MT525
MT526
MT527
MT528
MT529
MT530
MT.tSI
MT532
MT533
MT534
MT535
MT5 3 6
MTri37
MT538
MT539
MT540
MT541
MTj42
MTfifS

and

FURNISHING

Architectural service
Decorating service
Seating service
Theatre chairs
Chair covers
Theatre carpets
Carpet padding
P.ubber matting
Furniture, lounge
Wall tiles, interior
Fabrics, decorating
Brass railings
Rope railings
Metal, ornamental
Mirrors
Luminous colors
Ticket booths
Directional signs
Exit boxes
Curtain contiols
Curtain tracks
Curtains, fireproof
Fountains, drinking
Fountains, ornamental

LIGHTING

YOU

The MODERN
Room

Please
items:

THEATRE

obtain

(List Key

for me
Numbers

IT BY

NAME

1

Ave.

4-17-37

111.
free descriptive

literature

on the following

Below).

Remarks:

Lighting

plants,

individual

MT570

Chair

MT571
MT572
MT573
MT57 4
MT575
MT576
MT577

(’hair refinishing materials
Upholstering materials
Seat patching kits
Seat decking materials
Floor surfacing materials
Carpet cleaning systems
Floor waxes

fastening

MT57S
MT579
MT580
MT581
MT582
MT583
MT584
M T 5 8 f)
MT58i>
MT5S7

Matting, rubber
Paint, screen
Paint, plastic
Paint, aluminum
Polish, metal
Polish, furniture
Fireproofing compounds
F ire ex t in gu ish e rs
I^adders, safety
Uniforms, staff

MT591 Projectors,
MTS 9 2 Projectors,

section of BOXOFFICE

334 — 332 S. Michigan

Chicago,

FOR

WANT ISN'T LISTED, ASK
UNDER "REMARKS"

MT5II4

I

complete
standard

MT597
MT598
MT599
MTGOO
MTfiOl
MT(i02

Lamps, reUector arc
Lamps, higli intensity
Lamps, incandescent projection
Arc regulators
Arc controls
Control panels

MTG03
MTG04

Rectifiers,
Rectifiers,

MT605
MTGOfi

Bulbs, rectifier
Rheostats, projection

MTG07
MTG08
MT609
MTGIO
MTGll

Motor-generators
I.enses, projection
Lenses, condenser
Current changers
Mirror reflectors

MTG12
MTG13
MTG14
MT615
MTGIG
MTG17
MTG18
MTG19
MTG20
MTG21
MTG22
MTG23
MTG24
MTG2.5
MTC26
MT627
MT628
MTG29
MTGSO
MTG31
MTGS2

Carbons, projector
Carbon savers
Reels
Reel alarms
Rewinders, automatic
Change-over devices
Slide, projection
I>amps, spot and flood
Take-ups, film
Film safety controls
Fire prevention devices
Fire shutters, porthole
Film scales
Film scrapers
Film splicers
Film cleaners
Air gun (cleaner)
Tool kits
Film cahinets
Film cabinet stands
Effect projectors

MTG41
MTG42

Disinfectants
Deodorant blocks
Insecticides
Disseminators
Air purifiers, ozone
Air perfumes
Air sprays

MTGSO
MT651
MT652
MT653
MTG54
MT655

Soap dispensers
Soaps, liquid
Hand driers, electric
Chewing gum solvents
Rubber link matting
Exhaust fans

copper- oxide
tube type

r'leaning compounds
Cleaners, vacuum

SOUND
MT6G1
MT6G2
MTG63
MT6G4
MT6G5
MT6GG

Sound systems,
Sound heads
Amplifiers
Pre-amplifiers
Speakers
Rectifiers

complete

MT667
MT6G8

Condensers
Photo-electric

MTGG9
MT670
MT671
MTG72
MTG73

Tubes, ampUfieiTubes, rectifier
Exciter lamps
Baffles, horn
Ijeiis assemblies,

MT674
MTG75
MT67G
MT677
MTG7S

Public address systems
Microphones
Microphone stands
Hearing aid systems
Acoustical materials

cells

sound

sound

Projectors, semi -portable
Projector pedestals
Projector parts
Lamps, suprex type

SANITATION

66

with

MTS 9.1
MT594
MT595
MT59G

Theatre
State

MT643
MT644
MT645
MTG4G
MTG47
MT648
MTG49

cement

Name

City

units

PROJECTION

Fixtures, lighting
Colored lamps
Lumiline lamps
Caudle flame lamps
Floodlight lamps
Spotlight lamps
Sign lamps
Dimmers

USE THIS COUPON
IF WHAT

Ultra violet lighting
Silhouette letter mounting
Flaslied opal glass
Pot metal opal glass
Fuses, indicator type
Fuses, cartridge

MAINTENANCE

plants — com-

MTGSO
MTSSl
MT552
MT5.53
MT554
MT5o5
MT55(i
MT557

MT558
MT559
MT5G0
MT5()1
MT502
MT5G2

STAGE

EQUIPMENT

MTG85
MTG8G

Screens, moving
Lighting, stage

MT687
MTG88

Curtain
Curtain

MT689
MT690
MT691

Stage draperies
Stage rigging
Scenery, stage

MT692

Footlights

MT693

Switchboards

picture

controls
tracks

STRUCTURAL

MATERIALS

MT7U0
MT701
MT702
MT703
MT704

Structural glasses
Insulation materials
Acoustical materials
Fibre boards
Fronts, glass

MT705
MT70G

Fronts,
Fronts,

MT707
MT708
MT709

Fronts, stainless steel
Toilet partitions, metal
Flooring, asphalt tile

vitreous enamel
porcelain enamel

MISCELLANEOUS
MT715

Accounting

MT716
MT717
MT718
MT719

Change makers
Safes, boxoffice
Tickets
Ticket choppers

MT720
MT721
MT722

Ticket issuing machines
Ticket registers
Ticket holders

MT723
MT724

Pop corn machines
Uniforms, staff
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AR EXCHANGE UNION IS EAVORED
"Take Stock Before

Detroit

“take

stock before

buying

all members

any

product

to

for

next year,” has been sent by H. M. Richey,
general manager, to all exhibitors connected with Allied Theatres in Michigan.
“Already film salesmen are out attempting to sell, some with the incredible crust
to ask increases in film prices in face of

half
even
thing
read

than last year, every producing company’s financial statement shows from a
to eight million dollars profit. That
after charging off every conceivable
including salaries of executives that
like telephone numbers.

“The

announced

intention

of most

of the

companies is to make more 'B’ quality pictures for the double-bill market than ever
before.
“Increase

Unjustified”

“Not a single company has delivered the
big pictures they promised, many being
way behind in schedules of deliveries and
ready to resell at higher prices, pictures
they promised to deliver this year. It is
time the exhibitors help each other in the
dissemination of information on picture
sales policies.”
Richey, in his letter, promised “we will
within a short time take all the varnish
off this picture selling racket and these
foolish demands for increases in prices
when

such

increases

are unjustified.”

Operators Move
Detroit — New

spacious

Fred

DeLodder

and

Detroit — -Though none of the exchange
managers contacted would confirm it, it
was understood here this week letters have
been received by them from New York
home offices advising that the local AFL
film exchange union be recognized as a

Watkins have taken over operation of the Plaza Theatre from Tom
Moule. The Plaza is situated less

than a block from the East End
Theatre, also operated by DeLodder
and Watkins. Both houses are on
East Jefferson Avenue.

offices of the De-

troit Motion Picture Operators’ Union have
been opened in another portion of the
tenth floor of the Hofman Building here.
The new location is much larger than the
old quarters which were on the same floor.

union.

The union is now under the jurisdiction of the lATSE, according to a deal
understood to have been worked out in
New York between lATSE international
officers and the major company exchange

Schreiber Wins

these facts,” reads the communication:
“While the profits of the average theatres are no better <in some cas s not as
good)

—

Glenn

Buying" - Richey

Detroit — A letter asking

Detroit Exchanges Understood to Have Home
Office Approval

De Lodder and Watkins
Take Over Plaza

operations’ Kennedy
heads.
Roger

Temporan) Slap

board, is directly
film group.

and

2425

127

Oakman

Blvd., will be ready

for open-

ing about September 1, according to Barney Kilbride, who will operate the house.
Associated with Kilbride will be Dr. Leland
G. Hillier, who is also associated with him
in the operation of the Alhambra Theatre.
Kilbride also owns the Strand Theatre.
The house will seat 1,500 persons. Cost
of the entire structure, including a block of
store buildings adjoining the theatre, will
be $250,000. Charles Agree is the architect.

12805

KLINGENSMITH,
RICH,

of the

Detroit — The new Beverly Theatre, to
be erected at the corner of Grand River

theatre. He has erected a 100-seat balcony
in the house. This section will be rented
out for private parties only.

D.

now

KILBRIDE ANNOUNCES
SEPTEMBER OPENING

Flint, Mich. — .Work is progressing rapidly on the 1,100-seat Della Theatre which
Lester Matt is erecting here in the exclusive Welch Boulevard suburban district.
The house is expected to be opened about
May 1.
Matt has added an unusual touch to the

HYDE,

in charge

remain in the same exchange.”
It is assumed that the wage scale for
inspectors, shippers and poster clerks, will
be settled in New York.

PLANS MAY 1
OPENING AT FLINT

LOEB,

of the

remain amicable. “One thing we do
know,” he said. “And that is that there
will be no switching about of the employes
from one exchange to another. Where
employes have been working for several
years, it is no more than fair that they

Meurer, attorneys for Trendle, is due before the court no later than April 21.
The court in Lansing has promised a
definite decision in the case shortly after
all briefs have been filed before it.

ELSIE

agent

operators’ union and
lATSE international

A spokesman for the local operators’
group, while not wanting his name used,
assured everyone that the relations between the film exchange union of the backroom employes, and the front offices will

Briefs were to have been filed by Friday by Herman S. Schmier, new attorney
for Schreiber. The reply by Meurer and

MIDEAST EDITION Is One of the Seven Sectional Editions
in Which BOXOFFICE
Is Published Weekly. The Other
Six Editions Are: NEW ENGLAND, CENTRAL, MIDWEST,
WESTERN, SOUTHERN, EASTERN.

business

local motion picture
a member of the

Detroit — A permanent stay of proceedings of the permanent injunction granted
George W. Trendle against the use of
Screeno by Jake Schreiber in his Colonial
Theatre was granted by the supreme court
in Lansing this week.
Schreiber thus can continue the game
until the judges rule on the circuit court
decision of Judge Henry G. Nicol declaring
that Screeno is a lottery.

MATT

in Charge

Kennedy,

Cedar

1701

Cass

Tremout

Ave.,

Blvd.

Road,

Cleveland

of

Allies,

Detroit,

St., Ft.

the

Mich.,

Thomas,

Phone

Ky.,

Heights,

Pittsburgh,
Randolph

Phone

Ohio.
Pa.

7978.

Highland

R.

F.

EUGENE
CLARA

1657.

AFL PUSHING EXCHANGE UNION
lATSE Is Means of Organizing in Pittsburgh
Section
Pittsburgh

—

AFL,

through

lATSE,

is

completing an organization drive among
certain employes of all local exchanges, it
was indicated this week with the scheduling of a meeting for Thursday at which
time all the loose ends were to be straightened out.
Foreign

to Branch

Managers

Branch managers confessed that the
subject was foreign to them and that they
didn’t know a thing about it but that they
had heard of the meeting scheduled for
Thursday.
From various sources it was implied that
shippers, inspectresses and accessory department workers were lined up, while another informer stated that accessory, or
ad sales department employes, were not
included in the organization, which is unnamed at present.
Demands

Not

Announced

Lawrence J. Katz, business manager for
Moving Picture Machine Operators’ Union,
Local No. 171, lATSE affiliate of the AFL,
and vice-president of the Pa. Federation
of Labor, was scheduled to address the
Thursday meeting of shippers and film inspectors.
Demands of the new group have not
been made known, according to the various managers of Pittsburgh film exchanges.

Report Favorable
Fox Revamp Plan
Detroit — A favorable

report on the pro-

posed reorganization of the Fox Theatre
was given by George Marston, special master, to Federal Judge Ernest A. O’Brien
last week. Judge O’Brien held a two-day
hearing on the case during which time the
recommendation was made.
The plan of National Theatres, which
Marston okayed, was reviewed in court.
The objections of David Muss, New York
attorney, representing the minority bondholders, were also presented in court.
The plan of National Theatres, through
its specially organized subsidiary of Fox
Michigan Theatres, offers $125,000 a year
for a 15-year lease.
Judge O’Brien announced April 24 as
the day he would give his decision.

Gassaway
Gassaway,

W.

Transfer

Va. — Lyric

Theatre

has

been transferred to the Alpine Theatre
circuit. R. E. Thayer, former operator, is
constructing a new house here which he
expects to open at an early date.
68

Promotions Slated
at Pitt. Exchange
are

B. HORWITZ who was in Columbus
this week in the interest of the adverse
legislation that was before several committees, states that the opinion prevails
that newsreels will henceforth be exempt

scheduled at the local 20th-Fox exchange,
with the announcement of the resignation
of A. W. McCormick, popular office manager under Ira H. Cohn, branch manager,
who will enter exhibition.

from censorship . . . “Buck” Stoner, M-G-M
office manager, is out to lose twenty
pounds before attending the M-G-M convention on the coast, just to show ’em out
there that maybe they’re passing up a good
bet.

Pittsburgh

— General

McCormick

Gets

promotions

Beaver

House

McCormick, a veteran with this company
and one of Pittsburgh’s best liked film
men, has acquired the New Beaver Theatre,
Beaver, Pa., which has been operated for
a number of years by Max Schaffel. McCormick’s resignation is effective May 1,
the date that the Beaver Theatre will be
transferred to him. Schaffel, who has not
been in the best of health of late, will depart from the Beaver valley and make his
future home in California.
C. C. Kellenberg, veteran sales representative for 20th-Fox covering the West
Virginia territory, will succeed McCormick
as local office manager.
Earl Swazey “Jim” Thorpe, assistant
booker, who is another veteran with the
firm, will enter the sales field, covering
the
berg. territory formerly handled by KellenGeorge Bill, head shipper, will succeed
Thorpe at the booking desk. Ben Hanna
takes over the post as day shipper, and
Irving Stein, at present a member of the
shipping staff, will head the night shift.

NATIONAL SUPPLY
ANNOUNCES SALES
Pittsburgh — E. B. Morton,

manager

of

National Theatre Supply Co., announces
the sale and installation of the following
equipments and supplies:

Miami
Theatre, Springdale, Pa., newly
constructed house which will be opened at an early
date by Elmer
Dattola: machines, generators,
screen, carpets, drapes, chairs, all booth equipment. etc.
New

Granada

Theatre.

Center

Ave.,

Pittsburgh,

which
weeks

W’ill be opened to the public within a few
by Harry Hendel and Nathan Rosen: machines, generators, ticket machines, screen, carpets. drapes, etc.
Berlin Theatre, Berlin, Pa., recently acquired
by Charles
Blatt: machines,
rectifiers, chairs,
screen, lighting fixtures, etc,
Sutton Theatre, Thomas,
W. Va., operated by
C. L, Sutton: chairs, carpets.
Opera House, Buckhannon, W. Va., operated by
M. E. Hymes: screen, conversion reflectors.
Ritz,

Freeport,
man: chairs.

Pa.,

operated

by

John

H.

Wise-

Penn

Theatre, 3414 Penn Ave,, Pittsburgh, operated by I. Roth: machines.
Wilmer
Theatre, Wilmerding, Pa., now
under
construction for John Jaffurs: machines, rectifiers,
screen, ticket machines, booth equipment, etc.
New
Cove, Hollldayscove, W. Va., operated by
N. G. Anas: new super heads.

FOREIGN

HIT AT ART CINEMA

Pittsburgh — The

international

film hit,

“Carnival in Flanders” (La Kermesse
Heroique), with full dialogue titles in English, is on view here at the Art Cinema.

The Cleveland Variety Club will hold its
third annual Baseball Luncheon at the
Statler Hotel on April 19. President Horwitz has arranged jor the entire Cleveland
team to be present. Kings will be Ed Bang,
News sports editor, Fred Meier of The
News, Myer Fine and John D. Kalafat of
Associated Theatres.

Hari-y Goldstein, Paramount district
manager and chairman of the Variety
Charity Drive, reports that chances are
still available for the Ford car that will
be raffled off to buy portable sound equipment to present picture shows twice a
week to shut-ins in institutions not supplied with equipment.
Eddie Cantor, by a special telephone
hookup from California, addressed the
Cleveland Hadassah at 3 p. m. last Monday during its annual donors' luncheon at
the Cleveland Hotel. Arrangements were
made by Mrs. Halprin, wife of the Warner
Bros, official.

Col. Nat Wolf, Warner zone manager, is
being honored by the theatre managers of
his division with a 44-day drive to beat all
existing theatre records. Duplicate prizes
of an extra week’s vacation with pay for
first prize and $50 in cash for second prize
will be duplicated in northern and southern
district and $100 going to the winning district manager.
Bill Shartin, Grand National branch
manager, announces in the latest report
his office is leading the division in the
booking contest, and with local exhibs
helping just a bit more, he hopes to be
among those present when the final awards
are passed out.

That full-sized prison in Nat Schultz’
office is not for exhibitors who fail to come
across with contracts. It’s to exploit a
forthcoming prison pictures . . . Schultz,
by the way, will attend the Monogram Pictures convention in Chicago May 7-8.
Col. Harry E. Long, Loew division manager, has bee7i commuting to Toledo where
he is supervising installation of new RCA
sound equipment in the Valentine Theatre
. . . Sam Silverstein has joined Sweepstakes, Inc. as sales representative in the
Indiana territory. Robert Hartman, president of Midwest Film Studios of Chicago,

(Continued on page 70)
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gILL FLEMION and his cohorts on the
welfare committee of the Variety Club
continue to spread good cheer to the unfortunate youngsters in orphanages and
hospitals about the motor city. Ralph
Ruben and Ed Kirchner helped Bill put a
show on last week at the Felician Sisters
Orphanage, while Ralph and Art Robinson
aided in another performance at the St.
Francis Home for Boys. Both are in Detroit.

Ohio Committee Favors
Lottery Legalization
Columbus — The

Ben Robins is up among the leaders in
the United Artists drive for George Schaefer, which ends May 1. Ben is local city
salesman.
Mac Krim, sporting a nice new car, is
winding his way again to the coast for his
annual Hollywood visit. He will stop off
en route at a ranch, “toughen up” and then
proceed to Cinemaland to play polo.
Local projectionists were saddened last
week to hear of the death of Tom Reynolds, Erpi engineer in Chicago, and expresident of Local 110 in the Windy City.
Bill Napier held open house at the formal
opening of his new home last Saturday
night. Plenty of good cheer was dished
out to all.
Earl Setron and Dick Deutsch of Cleveland were visitors about the film building
last toeek, Earl coming up to see his local
representative, Charlie Garner.
Jim Sharkey’s salesmen at RKO are
right in the thick of the race with the
Jacksonville, Florida, exchange for top
honors in the Jules Levy Drive. All of the
local gang vow they will be on the top rung
when the curtain drops at the end of the
contest.
Dave Idzal, managing director of the Fox
Theatre, was confined to his home all last
week with a severe cold, and was unable
to appear in court when the Fox reorganization case was heard by Federal Judge
Ernest O’Brien.
Universal is remodeling its offices on the
sixth floor of the film building. All a part
of the “New” Universal, and the company
is certainly rarin’ to go with all its new
product, says Mannie Gottlieb, branch
manager.
Al Bezel’s “I TVas a Captive in Nazi
Germany,” is set for Sol Krim’s Downtown
Theatre, to go in after the run of “Ecstasy.” Present plan is for an extended
run on this film, too.
Barret McCormick, advertising head of
RKO Pictures, was a local visitor over the
weekend. He conferred with Division Manager Nat Levy and Branch Manager Jim
Sharkey on the advance compaign for “The
Man I Love,” current now at the Michigan
Theatre.
Bill Bishop is making rapid recovery
strides in Florida and will be back in our
midst next week.
Maury Caplan of Metropolitan Pictures
has been removed from Henry Ford Hos(Con tinned on page 72)
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James White, Commander of the Liberty Post No. 308 of the American Legion, presenting to James Maurice
Graver, manager of Warner’s Grove
Theatre in Willow Grove, Pa., the Distinguished Citizen’s Award. The presentation ismade each year by the Legion to the outstanding citizen of the
Willow Grove community.

"MAYTIME" INSPIRES
UNUSUAL RESPONSE
Cleveland

—

“Maytime,”

the

M-G-M

Jeanette MacDonald-Nelson Eddy musical,
is being held a third week downtown. It
played a big week at Loew’s State Theatre.
From the State it moved over to the Stillman where it will run indefinitely.
Jack Lykes, manager of Loew’s Stillman,
reports that not only has he noticed repeat
patrons, but he has spotted one man who
has attended at least one performance of
“Maytime” daily. Sometimes he comes
alone. Sometimes he brings his wife. The
man, who refuses to give his name, is retired from business and gives as his reason
for this unusual enthusiasm, his love of
music. He has declined to accept Manager
Lykes’ invitation to accept the courtesy of
the house, and expects to see “Maytime”
every day as long as it plays in Cleveland.

Imperial Offers 32
Cleveland — Holbrook

C. Bissell, who

with

Cornelius Linehan owns the northern Ohio
franchise for Imperial Pictures, announces
that Imperial will have 32 Hollywood-made
pictures for release in the 1937-38 season.
These will include six exploitation pictures ;
ten Jewel productions; eight frontier action dramas and eight musical outdoor
productions.

Record Advance
Cleveland — “The

Good

Sale

Earth”

opened

its local road show engagement at the
Hanna Theatre to capacity business and
with the advance seat sale way ahead of
any roadshow picture since 1929, according
to Manager William Blair.

lottery repeal resolution

proposed by Representative George J. Harter of Summit county to let the legislature
decide upon the operations of lotteries in
Ohio has been recommended for passage
by the house taxation committee. The
resolution provides for a constitutional
amendment legalizing lotteries in Ohio.
The history of lotteries in Ohio is that
they were state-authorized from 1803 to
1830 at which time they were banned by
an act of legislature. In 1861, or thirtyone years later, lotteries in Ohio were outlawed by constitutional amendment.
Bank Night and Movie Sweepstakes, held
by the Cleveland courts not to be lotteries
inasmuch as they do not require payment
of money of the participant, will not be
affected by the resolution, it is claimed, except in such places as they may be construed as lotteries.

Combination Shows
Are Gaining Favor
Cleveland — Combination

picture

and

stage shows are coming back to Cleveland
in a big way.
Col. Harry E. Long, Loew division manager, announces that Ted Lewis and his
band will be the first of a series of big
shows to be presented at Loew’s State
stage
during the spring and summer. Lewis and
his company are booked for the week of
April 23.
RKO Houses Will Offer Flesh
Nat Holt, Great Lakes division manager
for RKO theatres, counters with the announcement that he will present the biggest names available, at the RKO Palace
during the forthcoming season.
This return to “flesh” shows may mean
one of several things. It may indicate that
popular taste is veering away from straight
picture programs.
Again, it might mean that money is freer
and that more people, especially those who
spend more for their entertainment, are
again attending the theatres.
Plays

Succeed

The success of plays at the Hanna Theatre this season proves that Cleveland is still
“flesh” minded. It also proves that given
the good attractions, Cleveland can now
afford to pay high prices for entertainment.
Combined with the facts that more people are attending Cleveland theatres than
they did a year ago, is the prospect of
many thousand visitors during the summer to the Great Lakes Exposition, which
opens its second season the end of May.
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Different Voices,
But One Message
Detroit — Paging

Mack

Sennett

for

a

“mistaken identity” comedy of errors of the
old days. It happened at the Variety Club
and all present — and accounted for — will
testify that truth is stranger than fiction.
The scene is the Variety Club quarters in
the Book-Cadillac Hotel, in the wee sma’
hours of the morning as a group of the
boys are enjoying a quiet game of cards.
The phone breaks the early morning quiet
and the club steward answers.
Steward: “Mr. Seplowin, it’s your wife!”
Sam Seplowin, of Republic Pictures, hurries to the phone land just as he’s about
to win a pot, too).

J^/JARGIE EINHOUSE, New Universal
biller, with this company for the past
ten years and formerly connected here with
other exchanges, resigned her position last
week to take the marriage vows. Bill Conway, of the office staff for the past year,
takes the position as biller, and a newcomer to New Universal’s accounting department is James Ley.
Bill Neshit, a member of the 20th-Fox
shipping staff for tioenty years and for
the past several months a projectionist at
the neiv Mannington Theatre. Mannington, W. Va.. has joined the GN staff at the
Monarch exchange. His so?i Bill also is
employed here.
Sid Jacobs, West Virginia district manager for Warner Bros, theatres, will vacation in Europe next month. C. J. Latta,

S. S.; “Yes, dear ...”
Voice on other end of wire: “The milkman just rumbled by and. dear (sound

district manager for the circuit’s local
neighborhood theatres, has returned from
his Florida holiday.

effects of icicles breaking) don’t you think
it’s about time you came home.”
S. S.: “Yes, dear . . . right away.”
The scene shifts to the home of Moe
Dudelson. United Artists branch manager,
as he softly clicks the lock of the door.
Moe. let it be known, was also a member
of the quiet group which enjoyed the game

Sympathy to Gabriel Rubin, operator of
the Art Cinema, whose father, Isaac Rubin,
passed away last week.
(Continued on page 73)

at the club. Suddenly
a voice calling him.

he’s disturbed by
'Continued

Mrs. D.: “Thanks for coming home so
quickly honey after I called.”
Moe: “What . . . er . . . did you say?”
Mrs. D. : “Why, don’t you remember I
just called you at the club and you said
you’d be right home.”
Let us change quickly to Sam Seplowin’s
home, as he nonchalantly opens the door,
patting himself on the back for coming
home so soon after his better half had
called. But, as usual, Sam stumbles, and
a sleepy voice calls out:
Mrs. S. S.: “Sam-m-m. I thought you
were never coming home.”
S. S.: “Why. dear, don’t you remember
my telling you after you called me that I
would be right home.”
Mrs. S. S.: “What . . . why, I’ve been
asleep ever since midnight and if you
hadn’t stumbled over that chair, I would
still be sleeping.”

TOM SAMPLE TO HIGH
POST WITH FLAG CO.
Cleveland — Tom

L.

Sample,

formerly

representative for Midwest Film Studios,
has been appointed general sales manager
for The Valley Forge Flag Co.
The company is one of the largest manufacturers of art flags and advertising banners. The flags are screen processed on
satin.
Tom Sample has been in the advertising
and publicity field for the past 27 years,
and for several years was in the newspaper
field. This experience, coupled with his
connections with theatre exploitation, gives
him the necessary background to design
and sell commercial flags and banners.
An adequate sales force will be put into
the field within the next few weeks.
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CLEVELAND
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was in town during the past tueek. He
appointed Sidney Schoen. formerly of
Schoen Bros., printers, as sales representative in this territory.
Allen D. Shapiro, who was promoted a
year and a half ago from head poster clerk
of the local Viiagraph exchange to manager of Warne’-’s Pastime Theatre. Coshocton. has rece’"pd another promotion as
assistant booker in the theatre department.
This brings him back to Cleveland and to
active participation in the Warner Club of
which he is a past president. Irving Lamm,
v'hom he succeeds, goes to the Uptown
Theatre, Cleveland, as assistant manager.
Joe Lissauer. head booker for the W. N.
Skirball houses, ums honored last Thursday by his friends uiith a testimonial dinner at the Tavern. It ivas a prenuptial
affairs, the tvedding having taken place
last Sunday. The newlyweds are honeymooning in Bermuda.
Schine circuit has taken the Southern
Theatre, Bucyrus, from Nat Charnas and
bis association, as of April 15. This gives
Schine 23 houses in the territory. Max
lefkowich and his associates of Community circuit theatres are spending a lot of
money to put the Carter Theatre, East
Ninth Street, in condition to reopen about
May 1. The Carter, for a time the home
of WPA dramatic presentations, has not
played pictures for more than a year.
Gladys Nelson of the M-G-M office force
was guest of honor last Thursday of the
entire office force at a luncheon celebrating her tenth year tvith the company. Florence Long, another members of the M-G-M
family, entertained all the girls of the office at a dinner at her home in honor of
Miss Nelson.

National Weekly
Hits Amkino Ban
Pittsburgh — Gov.

George

H.

Earle

of

Pennsylvania was strongly criticized last
week by The Nation, weekly news magazine, for his reasoning in approving the
state censor board’s banning of “Spain in
Flames,” Amkino motion picture dealing
with the current civil strife in Spain.
The editorial lashing handed the governor was in the form of an answer requested
by Pennsylvania’s chief executive from The
Nation’s editors in connection with an
earlier story published in the magazine in
which the periodical totally discounted
Governor Earle’s contention that he banned
the film because it was “purely Communistic propaganda.”
In an open letter in the April 10 issue
of The Nation, the governor amplified his
action on the grounds that the picture was
“too strong a reminder to me of the propaganda of the European causes preceding
our
into theof World
War.”
“How
manyentry
thousands
our best
American
lives,” he continued, “were lost as a result
of this propaganda?”
Cites

Senate

Investigation

Labeling the question as one of a “platform” nature which “might easily arouse
multitudes,” The Nation countered by asking Governor Earle if he ever read reports
of the senate munitions investigation, conducted by another Pennsylvanian, Stephen
Raushenbush. “Does Governor Earle
really believe that it was motion pictures
of the horrors of war, and similar material,
that led us into the World War?” the
magazine asked in a mixed tone of amazement and bewilderment.
After praising the periodical for its crusade against Fascism, Governor Earle, by
inference, asked The Nation’s editors why
they have limited their fight to Fascism
when “so far as human liberty is concerned, just what is the difference between
Fascism and Communism. Both are reigns
of terror . . . Both Fascism and Communism have absolute suppression of freedom of press and freedom
Questions

of speech.”

Logic

Granting the governor all his premises,
the periodical pungently reminded him
that his logic runs something like this:
“The Spanish government is Communistic;
Communism and Fascism are the same
thing since both impose — to quote Governor Earle — ‘absolute suppression of the
press and freedom of speech;’ the way not
to support Communism in Pennsylvania is
to introduce suppression there!”
Winding up their argument in a humorous vein the magazine said, “If it were not
so serious, we should propose this sequence
as a scenario for a moving picture to be
entitled, “Governor
CLARK

AND

Earle in Flames.”

STEARN

Columbus — M.

R.

TO CONVENTION
(Duke)

mount branch manager,

Clark,

and Max

Para-

Steam,

operator of the Southern Theatre of Columbus, will attend the national convention
of the Variety Club at Omaha.
BOXOFFICE
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Excellent's Five
Emerge Champions
Detroit — After

a

see-saw

season

with

the lead changing hands several times,
Excellent Pictures nosed out Cooperative
Theatres by one point for the Film Bowling League championship in the final session last week. While the season ended
with both teams having the same number
of games won and lost, Excellent won by
virtue of having scored a greater number
of pins in one of its matches during the
season.
Scoring used by the league this year
gave one point for each game won in each
match, plus an added point for the team
scoring more pins in each match.
Amusement

The

Supply

Climbed

surprise finish of the season

was

that of Ralph Ruben’s Amusement Supply
five. After floundering about in the cellar
for several weeks, the boys put on a spurt
ending in third post. Every one felt that,
had the season gone two more weeks, the
supply men would have been the champs.
Last week Coop took two from Film
Truck, as did Excellent from Republic, and
Columbia from United Artists. And, as
usual. Amusement white-washed Film
Drug. Due to the fact that the games
weren’t bowled the previous weeks. Coop
and United Artists and Excellent and Film
Drug bowled off the deciding matches.
Excellent cinched its top post by winning
three games, while Coop won only two.
Make

Awards

at Banquet

The annual banquet, at which all awards
are made, was to be held April 17 at the
Fort-Shelby Hotel.
The

final league standing: L.
W.

Excellent
Cooperative
Amusement
Film Truck
United Artists ...
Columbia
Republic
Film Drug

WARNER

49
49
42
44
42
37
36
37

Pts.

35
35
40
42
42
47
48
47

67
66
59
57

than

Freeport,

ENLARGING
Pa. — The

:; April

the

AT FREEPORT

17, 1937.

left for New York City to manage “Easy
Aces.” He was the recipient of a handsome
trunk from Variety.
RKO Shubert discontinued their stage
show policy April 15, with the showing of
“The Good Earth.” This is to be followed
by other film road shows, until early summer when the house will darken till fall.

Lawrence

oper-

ated by John H. Wiseman, will increase its
present seating capacity of 383 to 528, at
the same time installing all new chairs.
BOXOFnCE

Manny Share’s testimonial dinner, tendered by the Queen City Variety Club,
amply testified the high esteem, and good
friendship felt toward Shure by his associates and friends. Shure. connected with
RKO Theatres, and manager of the Albee,

47

200 attended

Ritz Theatre,

Quite a delegation from these parts has
booked the National Variety Club convention, Omaha, Neb. Columbia’s Allan Moritz, past prexy, and Harry “Pop” Wessel,
present chief barker, will represent Cincy
Dayton, Ohio, sends Herb Byrd, prexy;
Everett Bennet, exhib., and Roy Wells,
Wells Theatre, that town.

54
50
48

Warner Club dinner dance at Monaco’s last
Monday, among them Ed Hinchy, national
Warner Club president, who came from
New York especially for the occasion, and
Jules Levy of the Warner real estate department, one of the charter members.
Door prizes were generously distributed
to the guests. Among the winners were
Rose Pekarcic of the theatre department,
Lou Milder, manager of the Variety Theatre, Irving Ribbe of the auditing department. Julius Lamm, president of the Club,
supervised the affair.
WISEMAN

Louis Wiethe, owner of two theatres in
Latonia, Ky., has announced his intention
to build a de luxe house in Bond Hill,
fashionable Cincy suburb. Wiethe will begin breaking ground at once. Local capital financing is all the report that could
be gathered on the new theatre being built
at Oakwood, where the foundation is well
underway.

The aals are steppina out from under the
nrind. of industry. TJA’s Mildred Dahlman
will be married in Auaust. having an-

CLUB EVENT
ATTENDED BY 200

Cleveland — More

T of three new theatres
NCEMEN
^ANNOU
was big
news this week in Cincy area.
Jerome Jackson plans a $100,000 theatre
at Mt. Washington, Ohio, a suburb of Cincinnati. Jackson, formerly of McMahon
and Jackson, who owned a chain of theatres, is now in the realty business, besides
operating the Jackson Theatre, Eastern
Ave., in Cincy. Jackson’s new theatre will
seat 800, will be air conditioned and fireproof, and will have a parking lot available
for several hundred cars. He expects to
open September 1.

nounced the news. And Warner’s
will be a June bride.

Virginia

H. Kalmine. Harry Finestone and Sig
Jacobs. Warner theatre department, were
shaking hands along the Row this week.
Helen Kane, formerly with Columbia
booker, is now with RKO theatres.

as

Sales conventions are set. M-G-M has
announced Los Angeles the goal, and the
date. May 2. 20th-Fox will convene May
28 on <’Lie coast, and Paramount’s aana arc
readv for the trek, June 10, according to
local exchanges.
The Royal at Fort Recovery has once
more chanaed ownership, and is now possessed bv N. Lehman.
Traveling Auditor Bill Marsh has left the
local M-G-M branch, after several weeks
stay.
Hicili -lioht of the week' The Saturday
morning preview of Universal Newsreel.
UA Renresentative Mel Gorien escaped
serious iniury when his car overturned,
after skidding on a wet road. Gorien continued his journey on a bus.

Educ. Stock Sale
to Retire Erpi
New

York — Offering

of 150,000

shares

of preferred stock of Educational Pictures,
Inc., from the proceeds of which the interest of Electrical Research Products,
Inc., in the company will be retired, was
made this week by Herrick, Heinzelmann
and Ripley as underwriters. The sale of
this stock will net the company $1,215,000
of which $315,582.40 will go to Erpi in
repayment of partial financing of production which the American Telegraph and
Telephone Co.’s subsidiary has performed
over the past several years.
The stock offered this week pays an annual 60-cent cumulative dividend. Its
stated par value is only $5 but the offering
to the public was at a price nearly double
this so that it will net the purchaser approximately 6 per cent income. The underwriters are paying the company $8.10 a
share.
To

Clear

up Indebtedness

Proceeds, in addition to the Erpi payment, will be devoted to clearing up of
indebtedness of $264,753.75 to the Chase
National Bank, $16,005 to RCA Mfg. Co,
and $13,991.06 to Finfilm, Inc., and for
other purposes.
The company expects an additional $2,618,990 from an offering of common stock
to present stockholders in the company.
The old 8 per cent preferred stock will be
exchanged for five shares of the common
and 150,000 shares of common will be referred. served for conversion of the new $5 pre-

RCA SOUND INTO 43
PITT AREA HOUSES
Pittsburgh — Forty-three

theatres

in the

local territory have been equipped with
RCA High Fidelity sound systems since
Christmas. W. C. Jervis, local sales representative for RCA Mfg. Co., Inc., announced this week. The installations are as follows:

Peiins.vlvaiiia — Lyceum, Kittanning; Juniata,
Altoona; Rivoli. Hastings;
Pastime,
Lewistown;
Turtle Creek; Mary Ann. Burgettstown ;
Libei'ty, Donora; Dattola. Springdale; Lamp,
IrOlymiiic,

win;

Lehig’li, Oakmont;
Manos, Greensburg’; Library, Warren: Wilmer, Wilmerding; Rivoli, East
Pittsburgh; Ideal. Johnstown;
Cambria.
Johnstown; State, Johnstown;
Linden, Warner,
En-

New

right. Beacon, Squirrel Hill. Shiloh, Loew’s
Granada and McKee, all of Pittsburgh.

Penn.

Ohio — Temple. Middleport; State. Barnesville.
West Virginia — Lorado. Lorado; Star. Clendenin;
Comet, Cedar
Grove; Dunbar.
Dunbar;
Stotesbury, Stotesbury; Powellton, Powellton; Lyric,
Williamson ;
Virginian, Charleston ;
Broadway.
Parkersburg;

Strand.

Parkersburg;

Bramwell,

Bramwell ; 'Cai’bon Fuel. Decota; Dehue. Dehue.
Kentucky — Blue Diamond, Blue Diamond.

In Cleveland Area
Cleveland — James Mullin, local

RCA

sales manager, reports the following RCA
deals closed and installed in this territory
within the past six weeks: All Loew houses
in Cleveland, Akron, Canton and Toledo;
Almira, Carter, Commodore, Abby and New
West Park theatres in Cleveland; new
Beach Cliff, Rocky River.
RCA sound is also being installed in all
Warner houses throughout the country,
totaling 427 installations, Mullin reports. 71

DETROIT

LEFKOWICH ACQUIRES
CLEVELAND CIRCLE
Cleveland — The

Circle

Theatre,

(Continued

from page 69)

1,800-

seat motion picture theatre at Euclid Ave.
and East 101st St., is now a member of
the Community circuit theatres which
operates and has interests in 16 Cleveland
motion picture theatres.
Lefkowich, president of the Community circuit, took the house over from
Max Marmorstein who had a long-term
lease on the property; Dave Marmorstein
will continue as house manager.

Slippery

pital to his home where he is convalescing,
says brother Art.
Milt Cohen of Columbia, who made a
two-week state trip, is back in his office.

Max

The Circle Theatre policy has not yet
been determined, Lefkowich stated in confirming the deal. Under the Marmorstein
regime, the house played first-run in the
neighborhood. Lefkowich also operates the
University Theatre.

DIPSON CIRCUIT MOVES
INTO BRACKENRIDGE
Tarentum,

Pa. — A

new

theatre

will be

erected at Brackenridge Ave., Brackenridge, according to an announcement made
this week. The property is located in the
neighborhood of the Roxy Theatre, Natrona, operated by Sam Neaman.
According to the announcement, the new
Brackenridge house will be constructed and
operated by the Dipson Theatrical Enterprises of Batavia, N. Y. This company
operates numerous theatres in the western
Pennsylvania and West Virginia territory.
Cost of the new enterprise will be $75,000,
and when completed the house will have a
seating capacity of 600.

Claysburg,

Pa. — John

Vassilion

and

E.

B. Herr are the new operators of the New
Diehl Theatre here, the change to be effective April 19.
Vassilion at one time was engaged in the
theatre business when he worked for A. N.
Notopoulos, Altoona circuit operator. Herr
is a local contractor.
The local house has been operated
late by William Nidetch.

of

Sweepstakes Selling
Cleveland — Movie

Sweepstakes

Inc. re-

port contracts have been sold to the Lucier
Theatre. Cleveland: Oakman Theatre, Detroit; State Theatre, Uhrichsville; Family
and Maumee Theatre, Fort Wayne, Ind.;
Rivoli Theatre. Muncie, Ind., and the Ohio
Theatre, Indianapolis. The Ohio in Indianapolis and the Maumee. Fort Wayne, will
play Movie Sweepstakes two days a week.

Blatt Will Reopen
Berlin,

Pa. — Remodeled

from

the ground

up, the local Rialto Theatre, which was
recently acquired by Charles Blatt of
Somerset, Pa., is now being equipped and
put in excellent shape for opening around
May 1.
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Did you notice that “report” of “The
Committee” to Irv Belinsky in the film drug
store. The complaint was that “with the
baseball season just a step away, how’s
about fixing the radio?”
Saul Korman has taken over management of the Holbrook Theatre on Russell
St.
Jack Stewart of Universal finally ended
up at the end of the bowling season one
up on Clive Waxman of RKO and finished
with that pack of cigarettes belonging to
him.
Jack Haley of Jam Handy Pictures was
back in town this week after a trip east
on business matters.
Jack Goldhar, division manager of United Artists, returned from New York Saturday and immediately trained out to Chicago, hard at work on the Schaefer Drive.
More hurrahs to Leon Bamberger of RKO
for some of his recent mailings, especially
that group of songs from the Astaire- Rogers new flicker, "Shall We Dance.”
Fred Frahm, superintendent of police,
was guest speaker at the Variety Club
luncheon Monday. Chinese “good luck”
coins ballyhooing “The Good Earth” were
distributed to the large crowd in attendance at the luncheon.

NEW DIEHL THEATRE
CHANGES OWNERSHIP

SLIPPERY ROCK WILL
HAVE MODERN HOUSE

Walter Schaefer of Wayne is in Grace
Hospital, where he is threatened with
pneumonia.
Mae Questel, the original “Boop-boop- adoop” girl, is the headliner at the Michigan Theatre this week.
Harry Remington, press agent for the
Fox Theatre, cracked the Free-Press last
Sunday with a column-full of "the bag of
tricks of publicity men.”
A private screening of “I Was a Captive
of Nazi Germany” was held by Sam Carver
at the Downtown Theatre Monday night.
The showing was for clergymen, anti-Nazi
and other groups interested in the film.
Frank Downey, M-G-M resident maiiager, is back from New York where he
spent his vacation.

Rock,

Pa. — Announcement

is

made here that Slippery Rock is to have
a regular modern motion picture theatre.
P. W. Means and Harry Batastini will be
the owners and operators.
Batastini is the operator of the Alpine
Theatre, Punxsutawney, Pa. The Slippery
Rock theatre will have a seating capacity
of 425 and will cost $20,000. Plans have
been completed and are awaiting approval
dustry.
of the state department of labor and inWithout

regular motion picture entertainment since the days of the silent
movies, it is expected that work will be
forwarded to the extent that the house
may be opened to the public during the
first week in July.

MONARCH IN DEAL
FOR DISTRIBUTION
Pittsburgh — Monarch

Pictures

has clos-

ed negotiations for certain product and
several deals for distributing right are pending on other product. Lew Lefton, manager, announced here following a recent
conference in New York with producers
and

representatives of independent

com-

panies.
Definitely acquired are Advance’s 8 productions based on H. H. Van Loan stories,
all action melodramas, and 6 new Bob
Custer musical western subjects.
In the short subject field. Monarch has
signed to distribute a
Small” color cartoons.

series of

“Sam

Also acquired are R. M. Savini’s Atlantic Pictures which include four re-issues,
formerly handled by United Artists. These
are “The Locked Door” with Barbara Stanwyck, “Street Scene” with Sylvia Sidney,
“The Bat Whispers” with Chester Morris,
and “Rain” with Joan Crawford, Walter
Huston and Guy Kibbee.
Lew and Milt Lefton viewed many of the
new independent subjects while in New
York. They expect to announce distributing rights to other product within the next
few weeks.

Walters Is Upped
Cleveland — Weldon

Walters,

who

has

been supervising advertising sales for Paramount in the east, has been promoted to
salesman at the company’s exchange here.
William Sharpe, formerly advertising sales
head at Paramount’s St. Louis branch, has
succeeded Walters at the home office.

Republic Gets Loew Break
Cleveland — “The

Hit Parade,”

Republic’s

'Tis said the Metro-ites are yearning for
California’s golden sunshine, the saies convention, and specifically: G. L. Becker for
Harlow, Bill Bishop for Crawford, Sandy
Sandelman for La Garbo, Jack Morgan for
Margaret Lindsay, Floyd Chrysler for
Jeanette MacDonald. All in fun folks,
just more roaring for Leo.

hit musical starring Frances Langford, Phil
Regan and three name bands, is booked
into Loew’s State Theatre for the week of
April 23.

Mac Krim, en route to Hollywood, is at
present a guest at the Flying-V Ranch,
near Tuscon, Ariz.

ago, will be remodeled this summer to increase the seating capacity. Rear wall will
extend back 30 ft. N. G. Anas is owner.

INCREASED
Hollidayscove,

Theatre

SEATING
W.

CAPACITY

Va. — The

New

here, erected and opened
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PITTSBURGH
(Continued from page 70)
Mike Cullen, manager of Loew’s Penn,
is now engaged in working out a special
campaign with the Pittsburgh Sun-Telegraph, which has withdrawn

from a joint

agreement with the other city papers banning news space for tieups, contests and
stunts.
Milt Broudy of Columbia’s accessory department, injured in a recent auto accident, has returned to his home from a local
hospital.

Harvey Day, sales representative for
TerryToons, was a visitor here this week.
Day was manager of Fox’s first exchange
in Pittsburgh and he’s always made welcome here.
A. & S. Steinberg have closed negotiations with Eddie and Freddie Beedle for
the installation of complete heating and
air-conditioning system of automatic control at their Alhambra Theatre, Canonsburg.

Republic staff has two raves these days:
the Radiobar which will be presented to a
lucky exhibitor and their “The Hit Parade.”
Miss Mary Meighan, local school marm,
will receive a fifth share in a fortune of

$623,000 left by the will of her brother,
Thomas

Meighan,

one-time

movie star.

Floyd Hopkins, Harrisburg city manager
for the Wilmer & Vincent theatrical interests, was a visitor here last week. He
conferred with Fred J. Herrington, MPTO
secretary, regarding Pennsylvania legislative matters, it is understood.
Benj. Kalmenson, central district manager for Warners with headquarters at the
local exchange, was in New York last week
conferring with Gradwell L. Sears, and
back on the job here this week.

Flood-damaged Mills Theatre, West
Huntington, W. Va., has been reopened by
W. C. Mills.
Danubia Pictures, distributors of Hungarian films, announces Kalman J. Erdeky
as Pittsburgh representative.

Ben Brown and Harry Feinstein of the
local Warner circuit headquarters depart
on a West Indies cruise within a few days.
The Lew Leftons celebrated their I9th
wedding anniversary last Sunday.

Frank Orban jr, operator of the Savoy,
Hooversville, who is studying law, is home
for a short period and looking after the
theatre.

York — The

National

Legion

of De-

cency, in its list for April 15, reviewed and
classified ten pictures as “unobjectionable
for general patronage” and five as “unobjectioable for adults.” “Monte Carlo,”
a French dialogue film, was labeled “objectionable inpart” and “Slaves in Bondage,” an independent feature dealing with
white slavery, was placed on the Class C —
condemned list.
BOXOFFICE
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Harrisburg — Members

Stampede in Pitt Fire
Averted
Pittsburgh — City

police

and

the-

atre attendants prevented possible
injury last Friday night when a film
ignited in the projection machine at
the Rhumba Theatre, Fullerton St.,
in the hill district, as 150 persons,
mostly Negroes, started a stampede.
George Richardson, projectionist,
suffered slight burns, as several reels
of film went up in smoke. There
was little damage. The Rhumba is
owned and operated by Jake Soltz,
for many years, until recently, the
operator of the Filmrow Lunch Room.

Push

SILVERMANS TO BUILD
TWO NEW THEATRES
Altoona,

Pa. — Plans

have

been

com-

pleted here for the erection of a new theatre on Main street and work on the project will be under way within a few weeks.
Jake and Ike Silverman, veteran exhibitors and owners of the Strand, a 1,500 seat
house here, are behind the new enterprise,
which will be a 700-seat theatre, designed
as a second-run house.
In addition to the new theatre planned
here, the Silverman brothers also are preparing to erect a theatre at Hollidaysburg.

More Imperial Stories
York — Additional

story

buys

for

Imperial Pictures program for 1937-38 include: “My Wondering Daughter,” by
Leonard Lee; “Beauty Racket,” by Charles
S. Strong; “Sophisticated Lady,” by Robert Oliver; “Back Prom Reno,” by Glenn
Watkins; “The Model Murder,” by George
Norris; “Honor Among Women,” Jeanne
Bowman; “Silver Linings,” by Sylvia Parker; “Penthouse Love,” by Richard Kent,
and “Petticoat Lane,” S. W. Weil original.

Pittsburgh — Top

business

of

Sunday

of the year is

reported by Dave Kimelman, Paramount
branch manager, on “Waikiki Wedding.”
Engagements at Erie, Altoona, Uniontown
and other key spots have been recordbreaking. Penn Theatre, Uniontown,
grossed its best business on this musical
comedy since George M. Purcell has been
manager. “Waikiki Wedding” opened April
16 at Loew’s Penn here.

Bill

Amendment

One of the important features this week
was their drive in favor of the act to amend
the Sunday film law, which would permit referendums on the question not oftener than once in two years, instead of five
years as per the present law. This measure, house bill No. 2039, introduced by
Representative McElroy through the efforts of the MPTO of W. Pa., Inc., has a
provision which places the cost of printing the ballots on the petitioners.
All theatre employes in Pennsylvania
have been granted one full day of rest each
week, the governor having signed the bill,
which is Act No. 42.
Senate passed the Sunday fishing bill
this week and this measure is now before
the governor for his signature.

HOMESTEAD HOUSE
PLANNED BY STAHL
Pittsburgh

New

of the MPTO

W. Pa., Inc., legislative committee, this
week continued its work here in the interest of independent exhibitors, contacting Pennsylvania representatives and senators on various acts which have been introduced into the general assembly, now
in its fifteenth week.
Fred J. Herrington, William J. Walker
and William L. Brown, members of the
MPTO committee, have been here nearly
every week since the convening to the legfective. islature and their work has been very ef-

"Waikiki" Wows

One Condemned
New

MPTO Pa. nnit sail
Does Legislaave Dutq

— Filmrow

report

this week

has it that a new theatre is being planned
by John Stahl at Homestead.
Stahl, who presently operates the Stahl
Theatre there, at one time had five or six
small capacity houses at Homestead, and
his new venture is reported to fend off
a threatened invasion into the borough by
several unnamed parties who have been
eyeing the situation.

Thirteen to Philly
Pittsburgh — Ira H. Cohn,

A. W.

McCor-

mick, C. C. Kellenberg, William J. Walker,
William L. Brown sr., A1 Weiss, Mark Browar, Ben Amdur, C. J. Latta, Ben Steerman, Harry M. Kalmine, Harry Feinstein
and Tony Stern will journey to Philadelphia to attend the testimonial dinner April
19 in honor of 20th-Pox’s District Manager Edgar Moss’ twentieth anniversary in
the motion picture industry.
PITT DISTRIBUTOR

FOR

Pittsburgh — Monarch

"SAM
Pictures

SMALL"
will han-

dle the distribution of “Sam Small” cartoons in this territory through a deal
closed with Astor Pictures.
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j^ /iETHER you operate a 265 seat

^ ^

movie

show, or have charge of the

world's greatest theatre, you can rest assured
that BOXOEFICE is "Johnny on the Spot"
when it comes to reporting both local and National news. The BOXOEFICE unique method
of sectional news reporting hits the spot right
at the vital point. Keep your finger on the
pulse of the industry by reading BOXOEFICE
every week.

COVERING

ILLINOIS, WISCONSIN,

INDIANA,

UPPER

MICHIGAN

AND

EASTERN

MISSOURI

BALABAN & KATZ INTO GARY
No Papers Filed
for New Group
St. Louis — Apparently the plans for the
organization of a new exhibitor body to be
as the Theatre Owners’ and Managers’ Association of Missouri have hit a
snag because the incorporation papers have
not yet been filed of record.
known

Persons
new

believed

to be interested

in the

body said that it would have no national affiliation and that its chief purpose

would

be to concentrate upon Missouri exhibition problems. It would admit both
owners and managers of theatres to full
membership.
Fred Wehrenberg, president of the
MPTO of St. Louis, E. Mo. and S. 111., in
commenting on press reports concerning
the new organization, said it would have
no effect on his association. He had not
been asked to join, he added.

SLIM CHANCE FOR
TAX COMPENSATION
Jefferson City, Mo. — Although the senate ways and means committee has given
some consideration to a suggestion made
by merchants that they be allowed compensation for collecting the state sales
taxes it is almost certain the proposition
will be rejected. It is filled with too much
political dynamite. The committee has
ended public hearings on the two per cent
sales tax bill which has already passed
the house. It probably will report the
measure favorably on April 15. It is expected to produce $25,000,000 annually.
When reported out of committee the bill
will be immediately placed on the senate
calendar for passage. Final action will
come before May 1.

Finds Single Bills
Profitable
St. Louis — The

experience

of the

Big Circuit Acquires Two
Houses in Deal With
Peter Kaleres
Chicago — Further

suburban

expansion

by

Maryland Theatre, owned and operated by Louis Landau, with single
feature programs since January 13
of this year seems to indicate that
motion picture houses here do not

Balaban & Katz, Chicago’s ace circuit, is
seen in last week’s announcement that the
local Publix affiliate had entered the exhibition picture in Gary, Ind.

have

M.

to supply double and triple feature bills to make a profit. Landau,
in commenting on local agitation for
the elimination of double bills, said
that he is more than pleased with the
results he has obtained since going to
single bills. “I am doing fine,” he
said, and expressed the hope other
local exhibitors would follow him.

The

announcement

Kaleres,

Indiana Mono. Helm
Chicago — Carl Harthill has been named
by Henri Elman as manager of the new
Monogram exchange to be established in
Indianapolis.
Harthill recently resigned his post as
general manager of the Judell exchanges
and
new

was

immediately signed for the Indianapolis post by Elman. He starts his
duties on Monday, April 19, which

will be taken up at the outset with locating and furnishing the new office and
with

completing its personnel. The Indianapolis office will handle the Monogram production in Indiana and also the
product for which Capitol Film Exchanges
has distribution in that state.
Harthill is one of the real old-timers in
the business here, having started in the old
Standard Film days 29 years ago. It is
interesting to note that with the exception
of a single year with United Artists, he has
been identified with independent distribution all that time.

CENTRAL EDITION Is One of the Seven Sectional Editions
in Which BOXOFFICE
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EASTERN.

CALVIN
Chicago,

was

operates

made
the

by Peter
Grand

in

Gary and is building the new State Theatre there, to the effect that an affiliation
with B. & K. had been effected whereby
the circuit would be part owners of both
houses and has taken charge of the building of the State, and after its completion
would be operating both of the theatres.
diately.
The affiliation becomes effective immeKaleres

Carl Harthill to

who

said

that

construction

of the

State, which has been going on for several weeks, would probably be completed
early in August. At such time, Balaban
& Katz would then be operating two theatres in Gary, the first time the circuit
has ever entered the Indiana steel metropolis. The Grand has about 700 seats and
the new State will have 1,300. Under B.
& K. management, the two houses will
probably play a selection of first run pictures in the town in opposition to the
Palace,

2,400

seats

owned

by

Theatrical

Managers,

Inc., the Young circuit of Indianapolis, and operated, along with the
Tivoli in Gary, by Clyde Wynans.
This

acquisition

of

the

Gary

interest

adds

materially to the already fast growing B. & K. Chicago suburban holdings.
Recently they have added others in Evanston and LaGrange and according to local
rumor, either have deals pending or are
considering construction in a number of
ether outlying spots.

Schleffler Ad Head
St. Louis — Charles Schleffler is the new
advertising sales manager for Paramount
here, filling the vacancy caused when William Sharpe was promoted to supervisor
for 19 eastern exchanges.

HERMER,
Central Editor, 908 S. Wabash Ave.,
111. Phones: Webster 2233-4-5. DAVID F. BARRETT, 5149 Rosa Ave., St. Louis, Mo. H. C. BRUNNER,
2820 N. 52nd St., Milwaukee, Wis.

Talk Marketing Plans
at Republic Meeting
Chicago

— Headed

by

Irving

Mandel,

president, and Harry Lorch, sales manager, the entire sales and booking organizations of Republic Pictures of Illionis, Indiana and Wisconsin met in Chicago’s
Palmer House Saturday, April 10, with J. J.
Milstein, national sales manager of Republic Pictures Corp., and Max Roth, district manager, to discuss plans for the distribution of Republic’s forthcoming de luxe
musical production, “The Hit Parade,”
which was screened at the meeting.
Both Milstein and Mandel as well as all
the salesmen were loud and long in their
praises of “The Hit Parade,” star-studded
film musical into which Producer Nat
Levine has crowded probably more “names”
famous on radio and stage than any picture ever made. The picture stars Frances
Langford and Phil Regan, a tuneful pair
in their own right, and has such names in
its supporting cast as Monroe Owsley, J.
Farrel McDonald, Louise Henry, George
Givot and Sammy White. In addition, it
includes the musical and radio turns of the
three great bands of Carl Hoff, Eddy Duchin and Duke Ellington, along with A1
Pearce and his Gang, Pick and Pat, Molasses ’n’ January, The Voice of Experience, Ed Thorgersen, The Gentle Maniacs,
Roy Smeck, the Tic-Toc Girls and Oscar
and Elmer. Four swingy and promising
tunes are also offered. Altogether, with
plenty of story value, “The Hit Parade”
presents what looks to be the most ambitious and most successful effort to date
of Republic Pictures.
Managers

Present

Among those present besides Milstein,
Roth, Mandel and Lorch, were, from Chicago: Sig Decker, Max Dreifuss, Jack
Schwartz and Frank Nardi; from Indianapolis: Manager William Marriott, E. A.
Sipe, Harry Gorman and Russell Bleeker;
and from Milwaukee: Manager Jack Frackman, Nat Lavin and John Bates.
Following the all-day meeting, Irving
Mandel treated the entire bunch to a ringside table at the CAPA April Foolies in the
Bal Tabarin of the Sherman Hotel.

Film Group
Indianapolis — The

Elects

Indianapolis

Chapter

of the Indiana Indorsers of Photoplays
held their annual meeting and election of
officers April 6 in the Claypool Hotel here.
Miss Sally Rand, appearing at the Lyric
Theatre, was the guest of honor and made
a brief address. Resolutions commending
the cinema industry for its use of better
music and its aid to education and science
were passed.
Among the speakers were Guy Hancock,
RKO representative; Mrs. Isaac Born, and
William Parker, publicity director for
M-G-M, who
Good Earth.”
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described the picture, “The

Carnival

Season

Bows
St. Louis

—

The

carnival season

In
local circus

has opened

and

and

is

furjiishing some additional competition for the neighborhood motion
picture houses. Dee Lang’s Famous
Shows is showing; John Francis’
Greater Exposition Shoivs opened its
season in the Wellston sector; Oliver
Amusement Co.’s carnival is holding
forth, while Harold Barlow’s Big City
Shows is on the big lot here. The
Police Circus ope7is at the Coliseum
in a few days; Beckman-Gerety
Shows will open on May 1, while
Ringling Bros.-Barnum & Bailey’s
combined shows will pay this town a
visit about August 15.

Sunday Shows for
Webster Groves
Webster

Groves,

Mo. — By

a

vote

of

2,989 to 2,659 the local voters last week
gave their approval to Sunday motion picture shows at the Ozark Theatre, the lone
local house. The shows had met defeat
each of the four previous times the matter was presented to the voters. The action at the polls repeals this community’s
28-year-old “blue law” against Sunday
amusements.
No Question

of Quality

The opposition to the repeal of the ordinance did not question the quality of the
motion pictures shown at the Ozark, which
is owned by 68 local stockholders. The
house was given a perfect rating in a recent survey of the metropolitan St. Louis
area conducted by the Better Films Council of Greater St. Louis. The theatre management has paid for many motion pictures purchased under the block booking
system without showing them on its screen
because they did not conform to the standards of quality set up for the house.
Opponents of Sunday amusements contended that the repeal of the ordinance
would pave the way for undesirable enterprises to operate in the city and alter the
character of this dignified residential community.
FIRE

AT

Newburgh,

NEWBURGH
Ind. — The

PRINCESS

Princess

Theatre

News

in Brief

^R.

FRED ANDERSON who operates a
circuit of theatres throughout central
Illinois, has let contracts for equipment to
be installed in his new theatre at Wilmington, Illinois, which is now in the process
of construction, and is scheduled to be
completed for opening on or about May
1st. Mr. Anderson is sparing no expense
on this most beautiful little theatre, and
the equipment selected is of the finest, including ULTRAPHONIC SOUND SYSTEM
and DeLuxe AIR-LOC full-upholstered
chairs. Purchase was made through the
office of the MIDWEST THEATRE SUPPLY COMPANY of Chicago, distributors
for AIR-LOC chairs.

Mr. Sam Meyers, who owns and operates both the Wilmette and Teatro-delLago Theatres at Wilmette, Illinois, has
just completed improvements which included the installation of ULTRAPHONIC
MULTI-BEAM
modernization for his
ULTRAPHONE Sound Equipment being
used in both Wilmette and Teatro-delLago Theatres.

Mr. George Miner and associates, who
operate a circuit of theatres at Rice Lake,
Chippewa Falls, Ladysith and other towns
in Wisconsin, has let contract with AIRLOC SEAT INDUSTRIES, INC. of Minneapolis for DeLuxe full-upholstered chairs
for a new theatre now being constructed
in Chippewa Falls.

Mr. C. H. McDonald of Mondovi, Wisconsin, has taken over the theatre at Fairchild, Wisconsin. The building at Fairchild is being completely remodeled, and
is scheduled to open on Friday, April 16th.
Practically all new equipment was purchased for Fairchild Theatre including
projection, lamps, screen and ULTRAPHONE Sound, all of which was purchased from CINEMA SUPPLIES, INC.

Mr. A. J. Johnson, of Rapid City, South
Dakota, who also owns and operates theatres at Kadoka and Murdo, South Dakota, has this week replaced his present
sound system in his State Theatre at Rapid City, South Dakota, with new and latest-type ULTRAPHONIC SOUND SYSTEM, which was purchased from CINEMA
SUPPLIES, INC.— Adv.

here was damaged by fire April 4. The fire
started in the projection booth. Carl Geiss,
operator, was burned on the arm.
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C 1IHI[ I C A G O
THE offices of Screeno Axnusement Co.
will be moved on May 1 from its present quarters at 1018 So. Wabash Ave., to
the Orleans-Huron Bldg, at corner of Orleans and Huron Sts., where J. S. Markstein and his associates will have much
more commodious space. The offices of
the Adcaster Distributing Co., in which
Clyde Elliott is associated with Markstein,
will also be moved to the same place at the
same time.
7. L. Brotman

of the Avaloe Theatre,

Chicago, has taken over the New Home
Theatre on Armitage Ave. Oscar Brotman
will be in charge of the Home.

According to a press story released by
Jack Thoma, Columbia district publicity
director, “Lost Horizon,” which closed right
in the middle of a roadshow run as sensational as its subject matter and moved
out of the Erlanger Theatre because of a
prior booking of the Theatre Guild’s “Idiot’s
Delight,” will re-open in the same house
on May 9. “Horizon” had run four weeks
to an outstanding gross.
From Irving Mack comes a note to the
effect that once more he has raised the
pay of all Filmack employes. This makes
the third “blessed event" of a similar sort
in the lives of the Filmack personnel and
speaks well not only for the fairness of
Mack but also, and more important, for the
speed with which this fast-growing organization isforging ahead.

Henry Porter of Photoplay (sneak-em-up
Hank, the bowler, if you know who we
mean) is also the proud “papa” of a championship basketball team. Hank’s All Stars,
the same gang which wins its share of
any summer’s laurels on the softball diamond, took first money in the Tournament
of Champions sponsored recently by the
WPA and held in Cicero Stadium.
"Smashing the Vice Trust,” exploitation
special distributed by Capitol Film exchanges, has made some important bookings here of late. Outstanding among these
are its openings at the 3,200 seat Indiana
Theatre in Indianapolis scheduled for
April 30; the Hollywood Theatre in St.
Louis on May 3, and the Palace, Rockford,
the first week in May.

Whoever it was who said Jack Miller was
out of the picture business was far from
correct. Jack took a day or two off from
his eastern “truckin’’ office last week to
drop into Chicago, and in a leisure moment in the Simansky and Miller office
demonstrated that he was right up there
when it came to knowing the score. Anytime Jack doesn’t know what’s going on in
this fillum racket must be a long way off.
Incidentally, when asked for the lowdown
on the rumored deal by one of the circuits
for the six S. & M. houses. Jack would
only say, “We still don’t have to pay an
admission when we want to go into one
of ’em.”
An outstanding singing star of the shoiv
world, Gertrude Niesen, is the headliner

(Continued on next page)
BOXOFFICE

:: April 17, 1937.

SMPE MIDWEST UNIT
MEETS AT FILMACK
Chicago — The

midwest

section

of the

Society of Motion Picture Engineers held
its regular monthly meeting in the studios
of Filmack Trailer Co., Thursday, April 8.
More than 75 members attended, establishing a new record of attendance. Irving Mack, chief of Filmack, personally conducted the group through the studio, explaining the various steps in the production of animated trailers the company features.
The entire production and technical staff
was present and the members of the Society got a complete eyeful of the smoothrunning production machine that Mack
has developed.
Carrington H. Stone is chairman of the
local section. R. Fawn Mitchell is past
chairman, and Stanley A. Lukes is secretary-treasurer. Managers are: Oscar B.
Depue and Bruno E. Stechbart.
The 1937 convention of the Society will
be held in Hollywood May 24-28.

NEW CORP. LEASES
INDIANAPOLIS HOUSE
Indianapolis — Officers

of the newly

or-

ganized Marlene Theatre Corp. announced
the leasing for 15 years of the Emerson
Theatre, neighborhood house at 4630 E.
Tenth St.
Joe Cantor, president of the Eten Theatre Corp., operating the Rivoli Theatre,
3155 E. Tenth St., will serve as secretary
of the Marlene company, supervising operation of the Emerson.
Cantor announced the Emerson Theatre
will be modernized completely, to include
new seats, screen and cooling. New RCA
sound will be installed soon.
Mannie Marcus, Ft. Wayne theatre owner, is president of the corporation. Morris
Cantor, former assistant manager of the
Rivoli, will be house manager of the Emerson Theatre.

Film Bowlers End
Successful Season
Chicago — The

Chicago

Motion

Picture

Bowling League auspiciously closed probably its most successful season last Wednesday night, April 14, with a bowlers’
party held in the CAPA clubrooms in the
Hotel Sherman.
Some 40 of the league’s total roster of
about 45 men were present to partake of
the great sufficiency of food and beer provided and were present at the awarding
of the individual prizes earned for achievement on the alleys during the season.
As stated herein several weeks ago, the
Republic Pictures team, which last year
won the championship under the name of
Boxoffice,

repeated

in the

top spot this

year, followed closely by the Universal five
who just nosed out Paramount and National Screen for second place. Pinal
standings of the teams, with games won
and lost and team averages were as follows:
Avg.
25
48
Team
Won

48
58
51

Republic Pictures
Universal
National Screen
Paramount
Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer
Film Chauffeurs
Photoplay Adv. Co
Columbia Pictures

,
.
,

45
23
36
26

Lost

33
36
48
36
39
58
61
follows:

821
801
806
769
804
772
761
737

Other prizes were won as
public, high team series, 2,642; Republic,
high team game, 977; Max Dreifuss, Republic, high individual series, 660; George
Busch, high single game, 257; Max Dreifuss, high individual average, 177; H. Hanzelin, M-G-M, 2nd high individual average, 172.
A handsome loving cup was presented
to the Republic team and its sponsor, Irving Mandel.
Re-

Pcmkas Open House
Prairie

du Chien,

Wis. — The

new

Metro

Theatre, recently built here by Mr. and
Mrs. George Panka, was opened on Saturday, March 27. The house was completely
rebuilt on the site of the old Metropolis
Theatre, of which only the side walls are
still in existence.

MagicPHOTOPHONE’S
Voice Sound Systems

1. ORIGINAL ROTARY SOUND HEADS
2. CELLULAR HI & LOW FREQUENCY
HORNS
3. PUSH PULL ATTACHMENTS FOR
THE NEWEST PUSH PULL RECORDINGS

Prices You

Can Afford to Pay
Sold Outright — Not Leased

Zorn May Reopen
Belvidere,

III. — Edward

Zorn

contem-

plates reopening the Majestic which has
been dark for some time. It will be redecorated and outfitted with new projection equipment, screen and probably new
seats. He also has the Apollo here.

IMPROVE
Portage,

ACOUSTICS
Wis. —

The

AT PORTAGE
Portage

Theatre

here has been given a complete acoustical
treatment.

•

Now Being Built and Shipped From
Our New Modem Plant in Indianapolis, Ind.
For Information
Call or Write Your Nearest Office

RCA MFC

A. E. KLEIN
589 E Illinois St.
CHICAGO
Delaware 4300

CO., Inc.
Mich.
LaSalle
J. F. &O'BRIEN
INDIANAPOLIS
Cherry 4800
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J. De VINE has severed his connections with the Peerless, north side
neighborhood house, and is now operating the Violet exclusively. William Reiman is now sole operator of the Peerless.
E. J. Weisfeldt, managing director of
the Riverside Theatre, has been ill with a
bad cold.
Tripoli Temple sponsored the showing of
“Paramount on Parade” at Fox’s Palace
here the week starting April 9, as a benefit party for the support of the Shriners’
15 hospitals.

HU, water buffalo featured in “The Good
Earth,” was a Milwaukee visitor and duly
“interviewed” by Johnny Olson. WTMJ announcer.
Gertrude Niesen came up from Chicago
April 6 to pay Milwaukee a two-hour visit.
Miss Niesen directed a fashion show at a
local department store and helped publicize her flicker, “Top of the Town.”
John Erickson, formerly with the Adler
Theatre Co., in Marshfield for the past
two years, has been named manager of the
circuit’s recently acquired Badger Theatre
in Merrill, succeeding Charles Wilcox, who
has been named manager of a St. Paul
house operated by the Northland Amusement Co. The Badger has installed new
RCA sound equipment.
Members of Motion Picture Operators’
union. Local No. 655, were addressed last
week at a banquet in Sheboygan by Assemblyman Charles Laack, Municipal Judge
E. H. Puhr; Attorney Herman C. Runge,
Fred Reeths, Harvey Kny and Leo Schuessler of Warner Bros. Theatres: Nicholas
Johnson of the Van Der Vaart Theatre and
Fred Kraemer of the Star Theatre.
New

W. E. audiphones have been installed in the Palace Theatre at Antigo.

Fox’s Downer, inaugurating a new policy, has become Milwaukee’s only deluxe
single feature theatre. The neighborhood
house is reported doing nicely with its
new policy.
Ellis Pictures, Inc., Milwaukee trailer
distributors, has filed an involuntary petition in bankruptcy.
The problem of visual education in the
schools will be solved only when the concept of motion pictures is divorced from
that of mere “entertainment,” Dr. Irving
Deer, New York, a member of the community service department of the MPPDA,
told the Milwaukee county Better Films
Council at a meeting here April 5.
William Pierce, formerly assistant manager of Warner-Saxe Theatres's Princess,
downtown second-run house, has been
named manager of the circuit's Savoy,
west side neighborhood house, succeeding
Harry Karp, who has resigned from the
show business.
Plans are reported underway for the
remodeling of the Delft Theatre in Marquette, Mich.
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RKO TAKES LEASE
ON NEW EXCHANGE
St. Louis — RKO Radio Pictures, Inc., has
taken a long term lease on the new motion
picture exchange building to be erected at
the northeast corner of Compton Ave. and
Olive St. by Mrs. Hymar Lowenhaupt and
Dr. Meyer Wiener. The RKO exchange is
now located at 3314 Olive St.
The new building will be used for general offices and in the distribution of pictures handled by RKO and affiliated companies. The auditorium is to be equipped
with a projection room, poster and inspection rooms and vaults for the storage of
pictures. The offices will be air-conditioned. The inspection rooms and vaults will
be equipped with a sprinkler system.
This is the second new exchange building to be started here in recent weeks. A
new home for Warner Bros, is now under
construction at 3302 Olive St.

GREAT STATES ALTON
HOUSE IS REOPENED
Alton,

III. — After

many

weeks

of being

closed while remodeling was going on.
Great States have opened the Princess
Theatre.
Under the direction of Claude B. Rubens,
Great States maintenance and construction chief, the house has been gone over
from tip to toe and completely modernized
throughout, including a new modernistic
front said to be the last word in up-todate theatre construction.
The operating personnel of the house
includes Tom Ronan, district manager; I.
Weinschenk, city manager; Richard Rodems, house manager; and Joseph C. Hackworth, assistant manager.

Tax May Force Exit
St. Louis — Should

the Missouri

general

assembly pass the Hess bill which would
impose a 3 per cent tax on the receipts
of all professional sports in the state with
the exception of baseball, it is certain the
state will lose its professional hockey
teams, including the champion St. Louis
Flyers of the American Hockey Association, and the Kansas City club in the same
league, and it is almost probable the nationally famous St. Louis Shamrocks, soccer
football club, would remove from the state.
The hockey association meeting at Kansas
City on April 11 gave its consent to the
transfer of the St. Louis and Kansas City
franchises should the Hess bill become law.
It is contended the professionals could not
withstand such a drain on their receipts.
So they would leave Missouri rather than
submit to the boxoffice tap.

REX
Columbia,

BARRETT
Mo. — Rex

TO

OFFICE

Barrett,

local mo-

tion picture theatre operator who was
elected mayor of Columbia at the recent
municipal elections, will assume his new
duties next week. He succeeds R. S. Pollard as the city’s chief executive.

rehave Inc.,
from Washington
Bros. Pictures,
ESthat Warner
J^ISPATCHvealed
reported a $100,000 retainer for their attorney, James A. Reed, former U. S. senator, who helped to defend them against the
anti-trust charges in 1935-36. Confirming
our estimates of the size of his fee made
at the time of the trials here.
Harry C. Arthur, Fanchon & Marco vicepresident and general manager, has gone
to New York. He plans to spend several
weeks there. He was accompanied by William Schneider of the St. Louis Amusement Co.
The St. Louis Globe-Democrat in an editorial on Sunday, April 11, congratulated
the motion picture industry on the progress toward better motion pictures shown
in the annual report of Will H. Hays to
the MPPDA.
James Winn, western division sales manager for Grand National, was a visitor of
the week. He went to Chicago from here.
“Maytime” has gone into its third week
at the Loew’s Theatre . . . The old Rainbow Theatre building at 107-109 North
Broadway is being wrecked to make way
for a parking lot. Leo Schettle, the owner,
said he understood the building is nearly a
century old. It housed one of the first motion picture shows in St. Louis.
The board of education in University
City will take bids April 22 on stage equiptorium. ment and seats for a high school audiThe St. Louis Federation of the WCTU
co-operated with the Salvation Army in
the production of an anti-alcoholic film
which had its first local showing at the
Tabernacle Hall April 10.
The Fox Realty Co. has awarded a contract to the Lilie Hoffmann Cooling Towers, Inc., for the installation of two cooling towers on the roof of the Fox Theatre
Bldg, at 527 North Grand Blvd.

CHICAGO
(Continued

from preceding page)

on the programs of both of the two outstanding theatres in the loop. At the RKO
Palace she is very much featured hi “Top
of the Town” which has been held over
for a second week; and at the B. & K.
Chicago, la Niesen is appearing in person
and drawing plenty. From Chicago she
goes to the Fox in Detroit where she plays
a personal appearance with, not opposite
to, her own picture.
Addie Klein, that demon RCA Photophone representative, reports more installations. Latest houses to put in the high
fidelity equipment are the Tivoli and United Artists for B. & K., Chicago, Fox Garden and Lincoln, Milwaukee; Mort Singer’s
Orpheum, Davenport, Iowa; and the Badger in Merrill, Wis. The new RCA plant
in Indianapolis is now going full swing,
and the national RCA sales convention
will be held there on May 14-15.
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INCREASE IN "PORTABLE" SHOWS
Dubinskq Fires
Back at Censors
St. Joseph — Barney

Dubinsky,

manager

of the Dubinsky Bros, theatre properties
here, turned the tables on the city board
of censors last week.
Responding to a flood of telephone calls
to the offices of the mayor and chief of
police, the board attended a showing of
“Elysia,” nudist film, last Thursday afternoon at the Orpheum Theatre, and ordered the film ruled off the screen after
one showing. The film was withdrawn
from the dual program in compliance with
the board’s order.
One member of the board was quoted
as saying about the film:
“The amount of nudity was disgusting,
and, of course, we cannot allow anything
like that here.”
In response to the stand of the censors,
Mrs. J. F. Buis, Mrs. Paul Osborn and
Miss Regina Garvey, and criticism from
several quarters, Dubinsky recalled that
the film was shown in St. Joseph once
before, at the Rialto Theatre, a neighborhood house, on June 30, 1934.
Mr. Dubinsky said:
“I think I have been unjustly criticized,
for in all the years I have presented pictures in St. Joseph there never has been
an objection to any film shown in our
theatres. Knowing that “Elysia” had
played in the city before, and that nobody
had voiced an objection at the time of its
showing, I felt perfectly free to present it
in one of our theatres.”
It was the first time in at least five
years the city board of censors had ruled
a film from a local screen.
Dubinsky has indicated he will rebook
“Elysia” for showing here.
BURLINGAME
Kansas

OPENING

City— H. Hanson

More Than 25 Operating
in Western Missouri
and Kansas

Tent Shows Plague
Small Towns

Kansas
Omaha — The

opened

tent show

season

has

to plague smaller town exhibitors in this section. Some of

tenters on tour include Justice-Romaine in northern Nebraska; Hal
Stone, Iowa; Ed and Mona Hart,
Nebraska; Aulger Bros., once at the
Brandeis here, in Minnesota; Ted
North, Kansas; Hazel McOwen, Nebraska; Biehl Sisters, Missouri; Tilton Guthrie, Iowa; Henry Brunk,
Texas; Chick Boys, Nebraska and
Kansas; Original MacOwen Show,
Kansas; Hila Morgan, Missouri;
Harry Hugo, Nebraska, and the Ray
Bash Players, Nebraska and Iowa.

MARKOWITZ SUCCEEDS
MUCHMORE AT METRO
Kansas

City — Joe

Markowitz,

formerly

office manager of the Metro-GoldwynMayer branch in Oklahoma City, has been
appointed to that position at the local exchange following the resignation of John
Muchmore, office manager here for the
past six years.
Previous to his Oklahoma City position,
Markowitz was identified with the Metro
exchange in Atlanta, Ga.
Muchmore’s new connection, known to
be in the advertising field, will be announced in detail shortly, he said Thursday.
OLIVE

RENAMED

St. Joseph — The

Olive

PLAZA
Theatre,

neigh-

borhood house, has been remodeled, renovated and renamed the Plaza. C. E. Hendrix, recently of Kansas City, is the new
manager. The house follows the duals
policy. RCA sound equipment has been
installed.

SOON

and A. E. Kunz

have taken over an old theatre, dark for
some time, at Burlingame, Kas., and will
open within the next few weeks.

THEATRE
Kansas

CLOSED

BY SMALLPOX

City — Mrs. Lettie Green

has had

to close her Vista at New Franklin, Mo.,
because of a smallpox epidemic there.
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City — Roadshows,

sometimes

called “portable” outfits from the type of
equipment they use, have much more than
doubled in the last two years in the Kansas City area, it is estimated, and more
than 25 were operating in western Missouri and Kansas on April 1. With each
“circuit” numbering about five towns, that
means that some 125 to 150 small centers
of population, numbering 1,000 and under,
are being served with movies at least once
a week. Including new ones started in the
last two weeks and those definitely
planned, there will be at least ten additional circuits this spring.
One

or Two

Nights

Plenty

Most of the towns covered by portable
operators cannot afford to support a movie
seven nights a week, but can furnish
enough business for one or two a week.
Even though the jackrabbit circuit is a
product of the depression in this area, few
of the towns served by such operators ever
will develop to the point where they will
support a permanent motion picture theatre. A few, at some prosperous period in
the past, have had theatres, and in such
cases the portable operator takes over the
theatre, long dark, for his periodical visits.
Otherwise he uses a storeroom large
enough to hold his crowd.
The deduction is that these movieless
townspeople now are demanding movies
more than once a month or two, which
they used to get by driving to the nearest
city with a theatre, because movies have
become such a staple item of entertainment.
Seldom does the portable operator graduate into an exhibitor with a permanent
theatre, just as few of the towns he shows
in ever becomes the site of a permanent
house.
None

in Ohio

and Indiana

For profitable operation the circuit must
have four or five towns of the right kind
that are located fairly close together.
As a matter of fact, the roadshow is a
phenomenon peculiar to those areas that
(Continued on page 81)
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Northwest Exhibs Wari]
of Anti-Zoning Measure
Minneapolis — Further study of the antizcning bill, which has been reported out
favorably both in the house and senate of
the state legislature and now is awaiting

a vote, reveals that under the measure’s
terms a theatre seating 400 and located
in a neighborhood section would pay the
same rental for a picture as a 4,200-seat
downtown house if the two theatres
charged the same admission and showed
the film in question on the same release
date.
Objection

Is General

Investigation by Boxoffice indicates that
most independent exhibitors are as much
aroused against the bill as film exchange
heads. The smaller theatre owners fear
that the measure would turn the industry
in Minnesota topsy-turvy and put them
out of business.

The

bill provides that the exchanges release all pictures simultaneously to all
theatres charging the same admission. Exchanges would be required to post rental
charges based on the classifications of
theatres and release dates of pictures. The
present system of "bargaining” on rentals,
which now are based on the size, location
and business of the theatre concerned, as
well as the release date, thus would be
tossed in the scrap heap.
Allied

Leaders

Is Opposed

of Northwest

that their members
cur.

Allied States say
don't wish this to oc-

The man responsible for the introduction
of the bill is Carl Fust, owner of the Westgate, a suburban house, who has been experiencing difficulty in obtaining the product which he desires.
Terms of the bill were published in de-

tail in last week’s

issue of Boxoffice.

Pool Proves Boon
Minneapolis — Morgan Ames, Singer
circuit general manager, in town for two
days, says the Minnesota Amusement
Co.
• Publix) — Singer circuit pooli
ng arrangement for Minneapolis loop theatres
has
been working out to the entire satisf
action of his company. He says that
all
available stage shows have been and
will
be booked into the Orpheum to
be presented in conjunction with its first-runs.

Buy Crookston

Site

Crookston. Minn. — The Northern
States
Amusement Co. has purchased a
site here
for their proposed 800 seat theatre.
Liebenbeig and Kaplan, theatre archit
ects,
have been engaged to draw plans for
the
building, which is to include accommodations for small shops on each side of the
lobby and office space on the second floor.
Northern States now operate the
Grand,
Lyric and Royale theatres here.
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Flesh Shows
Minneapolis — Business

Revive
is picking

up for

the flesh-and-blood theatres. "First Lady ’
played to practically capacity attendance
for four performances at the Metropolitan
last week. Harry Hirsch’s stock burlesque
house, the Gayety, is doing its biggest bus
ness in the past five years following it'
reopening for a brief spring season afte:
having been closed for six weeks.

Record for "Maytime"

Minneapolis — "Maytime,” M-G-M smash
hit, broke all Saturday matinee records at
the Publix 4,300-seat Minnesota Theatre
here. The picture opened one day ahead
of intended schedule and ran eight days,
instead of the customary. It has moved
over to the Century for a second downtown week.

Moisture Cheers
Northwest Area
Minneapolis — Exhibitors in the territory
are cheered by the fact that spring moisture conditions in the northwest are the
best since 1935, according to a survey made
by Commercial West, local business publication. Good crops are sure to spell greater prosperity and better theatre and other
business for the territory, it is conceded
on all sides.

“While the northwest went into the winter with fall rain deficiency more snow
was recorded than in 1936,” the survey
states. “Best of all, however, the two
heavy wet snows, one on March 22 and
the other on April 2, wrought an almost
magic change in the picture. The snow
fell on thawed-out ground and sank in.”
Much Moisture Reported
Maps printed in connection with the
survey, for which most of the material was
gleaned before the heavy April snow, show
southern and western Minnesota had more
moisture than in 1936, the area around the
Twin Cities about the same, the southeastern section more and the Red River Valley
about the same.

All of South Dakota showed more moisture except the southwestern part, which
had about the same, and the Black Hills
area, which showed a little less. Southeastern North Dakota had more moisture
and the western part about the same. The
recent snows were very heavy in most of
the western section.
The southeastern and central parts of
Montana have had more moisture than in
1936, the northern tier of counties less
and the mountain region about the same.

News

in Brief

I^R.
FRED of ANDERSON
who operates
circuit
theatres throughout
centrala
Illinois, has let contracts for equipment to
be installed in his new theatre at 'Wilmington, Illinois, which is now in the process
of construction, and is scheduled to be
completed for opening on or about May
1st. Mr. Anderson is sparing no expense
on this most beautiful little theatre, and
the equipment selected is of the finest, including ULTRAPHONIC SOUND SYSTEM
and DeLuxe AIR-LOC
full-upholstered
chairs. Purchase was made through the
office of the MIDWEST
THEATRE
SUPPLY COMPANY of Chicago, distributors
for AIR-LOC chairs.

Mr.

Sam Meyers, who owns and operates both the Wilmette and Teatro-delLago Theatres at Wilmette, Illinois, has
just

completed improvements which included the installation of ULTRAPHONIC
MULTI-BEAM
modernization for his
ULTRAPHONE
Sound Equipment being

used in both
Lago Theatres.

Wilmette

and

Teatro-del-

Mr. George Miner and associates, who
operate a circuit of theatres at Rice Lake.
Chippewa Falls, Ladysmith and other towns
in Wisconsin, has let contract with AIRLOC SEAT INDUSTRIES, INC., of Minneapolis for DeLuxe full-upholstered chairs
for a new theatre now being constructed
in Chippewa Falls.

Mr.

C. H. McDonald of Mondovi, Wisconsin, has taken over the theatre at Fairchild, Wisconsin. The building at Fairchild is being completely remodeled, and
is scheduled to open on Friday, April 16th.
Practically all new equipment was purchased for Fairchild Theatre including
projection, lamps, screen and ULTRAPHONE Sound, all of which was purchased from CINEMA SUPPLIES, INC.

Mr. A. J. Johnson,

of Rapid

City, South

Dakota, who also owns and operates theatres at Kadoka and Murdo, South Dakota, has this week replaced his present
sound system in his State Theatre at Rapid City, South Dakota, with new and latest-type ULTRAPHONIC SOUND
SYSTEM, which was purchased from CINEMA
SUPPLIES, INC.— Adv.
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HEAVY COMPETITION
FOR K. C. THEATRES
Kansas

City — Local

theatres

have

some

good, old-fashioned outside competition
these days. The Shrine Circus which ended a nine-day run April 11 drew 120,000
people; Nino Martini was here April 14;
the San Carlo Opera Co. opened a repertoire of programs April 15, and were to
run through April 18; Ruth Draper is
scheduled for April 18; Tallulah Bankhead in “Reflected Glory”; Charlotte
Greenwood in “Leaning on Letty,” May 1
and 2; World of Wonders circus sponsored
by the Kansas City Council of Parents &
Teachers, April 28 to May 1, which at least
60,000 school children are expected to attend. All these are in the Municipal Auditorium. On May 8 there is the Philadelphia Orchestra at Ararat Temple.
And last week City Manager H. F. McElroy filed the city’s budget for the coming year, which included $121,175 operating costs of the Auditorium — $54,000 in
salaries, $49,500 in heat, light, power, etc.

VARIETY
Another Exhibitor Joins
Ranks of Mayors
Kansas

City — Checking

more

thor-

oughly into election returns

from

AIDS NEEDY
Kansas

at 'W arrensburg , Mo.

MODEL

Motiograph Projector has many improvements
More "Portable'' Shows
(Continued

OFFERS

iron

Kansas

TAKES

OVER

pot

metal).

All

regular

size. This method eliminates defects such as warping caused by hadening.

Light grease is used in
movements, eliminating oil all
over

projector

The

model

head

or

and

sound

head.

"K" head is interchangeable with any sound

any

base

that

either

Kaplan or Simplex mechanism
is adaptable to. In other
words, model "K" mechanism
is interchangeable with any
Simplex or Kaplan head. Not
necessary to buy new bases
providing you
have
either
Kaplan or Simplex bases. Not
head
whento installing
on
necessary
shim modelit ”K"
Western Electric sound head.

Model "K" Motiograph was the first to have simplified rear shutter, super
heavy base. If you will remember all other projector companies laughed at Motiograph super heavy base. You will note by the trade papers that all projector
companies are now going to super heavy bases.
18-inch

magazines

The Model
than any other

and

100 ampere

switches

standard

equipment.

"K" Motiograph is guaranteed to give you longer continuous service
machine on the market today and still the Motiograph Projector costs

you less than any other so-called super projector on
liberal trade-in allowance on your old projectors.

the market

today.

Write

for our

See the New Model "K" Motiograph before You Become Intangled
the Obsolete Wind-mill Type Rear-Shutter Mechanism.

with

NUEVA

City — F. L. “Doc”

Lowe,

who

purchased the Nueva at Stafford, Kas.,
from E. A. Briles a week ago, has sold the
house to Warren Webber, who operates
theatres at St. John and Ellinwood. Kas.
Webber was on Filmrow this week.
BOXOFFICE

(not

wearing parts hardened oversize, then ground down
to

Backing

In many of the towns the shows are
supported by merchants who have an eye
to attracting countryside trade regularly.
The merchants buy the tickets and give
them out with purchases of so much merchandise. In return the showman usually
runs a slide for each merchant.
It is not unusual for people to start
gathering in front of the place where the
show is to be held an hour before showtime. As soon as the tickets go on sale,
often half an hour before the show, they
pay their admission and go in, to sit about
and talk, greet friends, discuss crops, and
gossip. They even linger in the hall or
room after the show is over.
WEBBER

YOU

Larger shafts throughout. All
shafts run in bronze bushings.
Case parts made of grey cast

P’or the portable operator the work
means, in most cases, only a good living.
The operator usually pays for his equipment as he goes along. His big day is, of
course, Saturday, when all the country
folks are marketing. Monday is dead, and,
in most instances, people will not support
a movie in the smaller towns that competes with church on Sunday. So he operates about five nights a week.
Merchants’

over

MOTIOGRAPH

and similar areas, the portable doesn’t
thrive because it is too long a jump from
one town to another. The distance hikes
transportation costs and eats up profits.
The best operation distance is said to be
within a radius of 30 miles.

Get

"K"

all other so-called super projectors. The model "K"

from page 79)

are neither too thinly nor too thickly populated. In Ohio and Indiana, for instance,
they do not thrive. Towns are large enough
to have a theatre and are close together so
that few people are very far from a theatre. In western Kansas, in the Dakotas,

Shows

City fam-

Mrs. L. F. Durland, president, announce'’
that women who were unable to attend
and who could donate foodstuffs may
leave them at the club for later delivery.
Another meeting, she said, will be held
Wednesday, May 12.

IMPROVED

THE

Kansas

of foodstuffs, canned goods and non-perishables, as a result of the shower held
the club Wednesday. Forty-eight women
attended the charity affair.

Doivn at Rich Hill, Mo., Shirley
Booth of the Booth Theatre there,
was elected to the school board.
Rex Barrett of the Uptown, Columbia, Mo., was named mayor there
last week, and Robert Shelton was
mayor

City — A needy

FAMILY

ily this week is praising the ladies auxiliary of the local Variety Club for its humanitarian work. Adopted by the auxiliary, the family received a large supply

last week's voting, it is learned that
N. W. Huston of the Liberty. Columcity. bus, Kas., was elected mayor of that

named
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STEBBINS

THEATRE

"The Independent
Telephone GRand 0134
1804 WYANDOTTE
ST.

Exhibitor's

EQUIPMENT
Best

Friend

Since
Night

CO.

1893"
Phone DRexel
KANSAS
CITY.

2791
MO.

81

Variety Hosts
Crippled Kiddies
Kansas City — Barkers enjoyed themselves last Friday afternoon, although
the affair wasn’t a cocktail party, a dutch
lunch, or stag night. Barkers played hosts
to 35 children from the R. J. DeLano school
at the new Variety Clubrooms. Taking off
their coats, they helped serve ice cream
and cake to the youngsters, goggle eyed
at a splendor of color and light such as
many of them had never seen. They
helped bring the lads and girls down from
the screening room where they had seen
a picture ("Penrod and Sam’’
eye). And they had as much
as did the children.

and a Popfun from it

There was Ralph Morrow, Prank Hensler, T. R. Thompson, Joe Manfre, C. A.
Schultz, R. F. Withers, Homer Blackwell,
Leo

Finkelstein, George Baker, C. H. Potter, Sam Nastor, Dick Biechele, Frank
Bowen, Arthur Cole and Rube Finkelstein.
Giving the men expert guidance were

several ladies: Mrs. Blackwell, Homer’s
mother; Mrs. Eleanore Walton, city censor, who came with the children and kept
an eye on the flock; Mrs. Frank Bowen,
and June Metcalf. Finton Jones contributed candy for the youngsters.
It was a swell party, and Variety Club
will have another for another group from
the DeLano school April 23.
Many

at Omaha

Kansas City — Those on Filmrow
who have been wondering ivhen they
would receive the $3 a day witness

Kansas City — Here Monday to talk over
product and distribution with middle western distribution executives were J. J. Mil-

fees they earned last summer hi the
courtroom of Judge Merrill E. Otis,
when it was 110 degrees inside and
out, will be interested to knoiv that
it will be ivhen the appeal of the inivest and
cided.
The

stein, vice-president of Republic Pictures
in charge of distribution, and Max Roth,
central
pany.
“Our

dependents' case against Fox Midmajor distributors is de-

independents

have

Tent

No. 8

indicated their intentions of attending the Big Tent at Omaha Saturday and
Sunday, April 17 and 18. Several signed

was an “Omaha Rally.”
Among those who will go north over the
weekend in special railroad cars are Elmer
C. Rhoden, chief barker; Lon Cox, Earl
Jameson, Sam Abend, Frank Cassil, George
Harttmann, Ben Marcus, Jesse Shlyen,
Charley Esterley. Paul Hannon, E. L. Harris, Rube Finkelstein, George Baker, Joe
Stark, C. E. “Doc” Cook, H. E. White, Dick
Biechele, Mr. Hensler, Finton Jones, Les
Durland, C. M. Parkhurst, Nat Hechtman,
E. C. Leeves, Joe Manfre and Arthur Cole.

M. B. Shanberg Weds

plan is working

out

Roth, “and

'Where an appeal is taken, court
costs, among other things, go along
with the appeal.

BILL STRICKLAND
TO MONOGRAM
Omaha — Bill Strickland,

who

J . J. Milstein

HELM
has

run

the gamut of film jobs in Omaha from
booker, salesman and Universal exchange
manager, has resigned as poster clerk at
RKO,

his most recent connection, to become branch manager here for Monogram.
left RKO Saturday and was to spend

up after Frank Hensler’s appeal at the
Variety Club meeting Monday night, which

from

com-

appellate court is very indefinite.
However, the appeal bond covers both
lower and appellate court costs.

Site for Monogram here hasn’t been
chosen yet, nor has any of the other personnel been employed.
DeWitt Green replaces Strickland.

30 barkers

unit production

for the

filed an

have

than

manager

very satisfactorily,” commented

in Des Moines with Monogram officials there and another week in Chicago
before returning to open a local exchange.

More

divisional

bond, but haven’t completed
appeal
the
transcript of testimony, so that
when the case will reach the federal

He

Meet

"Hit Parade" Topic
at Republic Meet

K. C. Anti-Trust Appeal
Date Not Decided

a week

Interior

views

of the

Variety

we

have

Max

Roth

three pictures equally as good

‘Hit Parade’

which

will be

tween now and July 1.”
Those attending the

released

conference,

as
be-

who

previewed

“Hit Parade” in the 20th Century-Fox screening room, included R. F.
Withers, manager of Republic-Midwest
here; Gilbert Nathanson, Minneapolis; Sol
Davis, Oklahoma City; Barney Rosenthal,
St. Louis; Elmer Tilton, Des Moines; Hymie Novitsky and H. Weinberg, Omaha.
Sitting in on the conference from Kansas
City were Republic-Midwest Salesmen C.
M. Parkhurst and Les Durland; Bookers
M. G. Shackelford and Johnny Scott.

Club

quarters at 108 West 18f/i St. in Kansas City. The top right shows the
beautiful circular lobby. In the lower
left is the spacious lounge and dance
floor. The last photo is the bar and
card room. Varicolored designs and
neon lighting effects add to the
streamline appearance. Larry Larsen
of Webb City, Mo., did the decorating .

Kansas City — M. B. Shanberg, former
head of the Fox Midland theatre holdings
here, took Mrs. Pauline Marks of Spartanburg, S. C., for his bride April 8 in Shanberg’s
Miami

winter home, 1741 Collins Ave.,
Beach, Fla. The couple left for a

two months’ stay in Europe. Following
the honeymoon they will be in Kansas City.

’’MAYTIME"

RETURNED

St. Joseph — “Maytime,” the Jeanette
MacDonald-Nelson Eddy musical, had a
return booking at the Electric Theatre
Thursday and Friday. Capacity houses
acclaimed the film in its three-day booking here last week.
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K A Y C HE IE
”
“Senator
like W.theP. other
LOOKS very
|T Bernfield
was much
in Omaha
day.
With William Miskell of the Orpheum, the
Senator entertained Miss Jane Kaiser,
young screen fan who thinks Charles
Boyer (“History Is Made At Night”) is
pretty hotsy-totsy. In fact, Miss Kaiser
wrote Mr. Boyer recently; she wrote him a
10,000-word letter, which ought to be one
to end all fan mail. She got her picture
in the paper — along with the stars of the
UA picture — a dinner and a matinee, not
to mention five pounds of candy from Mr.
Boyer.
Double

bills may

he all right, but three

young Spahr children couldn’t take it at
the Madrid the other evening, and slept
right on while the theatre loas closed.
They reached their parents via the
office phone, and were rescued.

box-

It has been a big week for M. G. Shackelford, booker at Republic-Midwest. Friday he had a birthday. Monday he locked
the keys in his car and had the
own time getting into the thing.
Employes

at

Republic-Midwest

devil’s

had

a

look at Republic’s new picture, "Hit Parade,” Wednesday p. m. (April 14) at the
Fox screening room.

they expect "to put a few on the string”
(fish to you) . Nuts to people who write
us about fishing. We’d like to go ourselves.
The card from Van Buren, as you might
suppose, had the likeness of Robert Bob
Burns on the front. Van
attraction, maybe.
Stan

Chambers,

Buren’s

maestro

chief local

• DON

at the Tower,

is celebrating beginning of the theatre’s
fourth year with “Top of the Town” and
an extra special stage review. William
Reinke and Barney Joffee organized the
Rewot Corporation three years ago, and
opened the former Pantages as a combination picture-vaudeville house. Every week
since — and it is said to be the only theatre
west of Chicago to do so — it has played
vaudeville. Fox Midwest now controls the
house.

“High Fidelity”

Says:

WHY do so many thousands of Exhibitors so highly praise our sound

service?

and
Fred Rohrs, former local UA salesman,
has been promoted again. Last week he
became UA branch manager in Washington, D. C., coming directly from the same
capacity in Atlanta. Previously he was in
charge

of UA’s

Charlotte

exchange.

“Enclosed you will find our check
as per our verbal agreement. Please
thank your Mr. A. E. Long for his
nice letter to me and if you wish at

A truck operated on a feeder line of
Exhibitors Film Delivery crashed last week
near Chillicothe, Mo. Lloyd Wiss, driver;
Mrs. Loren Potter, his sister, and Harry
Hawkins, another driver, were injured,
none of them seriously. The truck was
empty.

any

Bertha Hinchman is the new
sistant bookkeeper at Warner Bros.

as-

Miss "Tillie” Eastman, assistant cashier at M-G-M, is sporting a new Oldsmobile. She can now leave the Kansas dust
storms behind.
Tip your hat to Mike
now. He
Urley.

has

a

Roth

secretary,

Again,

Bob Withers at Republic-Midwest is
backing Dick Tracy serials against the
field of giveaways as a weekly business
stimulator, and is getting plenty of results.
(Continued

“Lost Horizon” opens roadshow at the
Orpheum April 23 under Mike Roth. Mike
has arranged tieups with the “leading railroads,” which are advertising low round
trip fares, and placing boards in every station within 250 miles.
Rube Finkelstem has bought the first
Monogram contract from Consolidatel Film
Distributors for the Belmont, W. L. Norris,
exchange manager, proudly announces.
W. P. Humston of the Consolidated office
was in Hope, Kas., early this week making
a complete sound equipment installation
for W. C. Westmoreland.
Jean Baldwin Smith, who used to work
for Max Roth at Columbia, but who is
married now and living way out south near
Overland Park where she has been planting potatoes and soaking up sunshine, was
on Filmrow this week visiting Mabel Fiske
at Grand National.

The league-leading
grabbed all three games

Guy Bradford, formerly of GB, and Bill
Parsons, local exhibitor, mailed in a card
from Van Buren, Ark., this week, where

®
a
of
is
a

RCA-RKO
team
from the Barkers

in last Monday’s matches, boosting their
standing to 28 games won. The Pox Theatres and Cresswell are tied for second
place with 24 games won apiece. Fox took
two games from Cresswell in last Monday’s tilt. RCA-RKO
will buck the Jones
boys next week. The fifth place team has
possibilities, winning two from the Independent Poster gang last Monday.
I.KAGIIK

standings
Won

RCA-RKO
Fox Theatres . .
Cresswell
Erpi
Film Delivery . .
Finton Jones . .
Indep. Posters ..
Barker.s

.
.
.

RCA-RKO
Barkers
C’resswell
Fox

GTS
.
8,31
. . 805

801
776

993

823

862
873

8928
09

953
841

912
738

900
798

Theatres

Film
Erpi

. . , ,
Delivery. . .
..

Finton

Jones

Indep.

Posters

1,.\ST

. . . . .
. . . .

Dave
Cooper
Gary Jameson
Eari
Hodson

. .
. .
. . .

€IA
626
006
595

IVEKK’S

.007
.571

MONDAY
709
2341
2279
847
098
2631
2451

he

us

thanking

and

with

you

best

for your
regards.

help
X

am,

F. W. Meade”
Doc Frank Meade and his dad built
theatre that would be a credit to any
our larger cities. Their larger house
second to none and the smaller is
fine little theatre.
Our advice to Exhibitors — especially those who contemplate remodeling is to see this new Kingman Theatre. They can get a lot of real ideas.

®

And — we always sincerely appreciate the spirit of our many customers
who write us as Doc Meade has. May
we in turn keep faith with them?

9

You

still have

a

chance

to see

and

hear the spectacular "Good Earth" at
the Orpheum.
It V7as held over by
popular

approval.

AVIS
3

1

2
1

2412
855
874
b
bistogs
Abranz

1

906

Davidson Bldg —
I7th & Main
KANSAS
CITY, MO.

2
0
3

0

2

1

2
—

Pritchett . . .
Everett . . . .

593

586

SCHEDUl.E

Finton Jones vs RCA-RKO
Erpi vs Fox Theatres
Barkers vs indep. Posters
Cresswell vs Film Delivery

can

Lost
0

3
W on
0

3

L.
H.

if we

.405
.470
.357
.452

2780
2548
2667

898
905

or

.500
.571

25

15

755

Lost
14
18
23
18
21
27
22

20
19
17

.

U HSU

NKXT
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LEAGUE

to screen

(Signed)

&

VAKIUTY

Miss Eve Hunter was on Filmrow this
week She is practically recovered from her
recent illness.

April

85)

Dorothy

Dick O’Rear appeared on Fihnrow Monday with a thistle-colored shirt and a green
suit.

BOXOFFICE
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BOWLING

at Columbia
Miss

time

of service please g’ive us this opportunity.
The equipment is working’ as perfectly as anyone could ask for and
you know
we are in a position to
compare.
(0

Miss

be a

there must

Surely

reason. For example, we were recently in receipt of the following letter from
the new Meade Theatre in Kingman,
Kansas;

Alleys
Alleys
Alleys
Alleys

1-2
3-4
5-0
7-8

The

World's Fastest
Growing Sound

Company

n
o
D
83

St. Paul Patron Opens
Action for Game Prize
Minneapolis — On the heels of its ban in
St. Paul and a state legislative move to
outlaw it and all other theatre gift nights,
Bank Night ran into still another snag
here when Elling Johnson, patron of the
Alhambra, Harry Dickerman's neighborhood theatre, filed suit for $1,350 against
the showhouse.
Charge Double Registration
Johnson alleges that Dickerman refused
to pay him the $1,350 which he won as a
Bank Night prize. As justification for the
refusal, Dickerman contended that Johnson had been registered twice, once at each
of the former's two theatres combining the
Bank Nights, This is in violation of the
Bank Night rules promulgated by Dickerman and automatically made Johnson ineligible for participation.
However, Johnson insists that one of the
two signatures is not his own. On the
other hand, Dickerman claims that Johnson's wife registered
second time,

for the

patron

in escrow, pending court settlement of the
dispute, Johnson withdrew the restraining
order. Dickerman then went ahead and
held

the

other drawing and it was announced that E. J. Coyne, another patron,
had won and had been paid the money.
If Johnson wins the court suit Dickerman
will have to pay a second time.
Bank Night Taboo Holds
Bank

Night

continues

out

in St. Paul

and

will remain taboo until the state supreme court passes on the issue as to
whether a theatre gift night constitutes
a violation of the state anti-lottery law
when the participant and winner is not
required to purchase a theatre admission
ticket.
A bill before the legislature outlawing
all theatre gift nights has been approved
by both a senate and a house committee
and is now on general orders in both
branches, awaiting a final vote.

Helps Competitor!

from

tre's projection booth
a building.

on

a

screen

^HE

Twin
Citydance
Variety
club's
formal dinner
in its
new first
Nicollet
Hotel quarters was a huge success. A large
crowd

attended and a good time apparently was had by all. Much credit belongs

to the

sired.

house committee which was responsible for the arrangements. Food, beverages and music left nothing to be de-

Bill Elson, chief barker, will represent
the Twin City Variety club at the national
converition at Omaha ... A number of
other members also tvill attend . . . Elson

hung

INSTALLS

RCA

St. Paul — Ray-Bell Films, Inc., of St.
Paul has just completed negotiations with
RCA for complete new sound equipment to
be installed in the studio. The new equipment is expected to be in operation by
April 15.
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The

verdict,

returned

after

five hours

deliberation, followed a day of legal argument as to which of two leases granted for
the theatre was valid.
The case arose after Grove and W, V.

in Scottsbluff, Gering’s twin city, were both
given leases to the Riviera,
The double-lease situation resulted when
LeRoy J. Cress, owner of the building,
leased it to Wakefield as representative
of the Gibraltar circuit, while John W.
Cross, who holds a mortgage on the building, leased it to Grove. John Cross contended, and was upheld by the district
court, that terms of the mortgage granted
him the privilege of leasing the property.
Grove, whose former lease expired in
October, continued to hold the building
under terms of the new contract with John
Cross.

Then

LeRoy

to force surrender
raltar.

“Champagne Waltz” is doing swell business at Minneapolis neighborhood houses
and Ben Blotcky is crowing plenty, and
with good cause. Booked for three days
at the Granada, one of the leading Publix
uptown theatres, it was held over for six
because of the heavy patronage.

ruled

Harry

Hirsch

put on

a great

show

for

the police annual stag which drew a capacity crowd of 10,000 to the municipal
auditorium. All theatres and night clubs
contributed to the entertahunent. Ted
Bolnick and Gordon Greene of the Eddie
Ruben

circuit and Palace Theatre, respectively. were the stage managers Bolnick
came all the way from Eau Claire, Wis..
to serve in that capacity for the sixteenth
consecutive year.
E. W. O'Brien, Warner Bros.' home
fice playdate auditor, in town.

of-

Tommy Charack is a news salesman at
Warner Bros., succeedmg Don Gilinsky who
resigned. Charack came to Minneapolis
from Omaha lohere he was ivith GB. He
formerly worked this territory for Warner.

Parsons, Springfield, Minn.; W, J, Benfield, Graceville, Minn.; Lowell Smoots.
Little Falls, Minn., and Mr. and Mrs. R. K.
Rasmussen, Perlham, Minn.
Frank

Mantzke

advises

that

exhibitors

have responded splendidly to his appeal for
cooperation to make the Jimmy Grainger
Universal drive this month a success.
Gertrude

RAY-BELL

operator of the Riviera and Grove theatres, permitting him to retain possession
of the Riviera.

loas in Kansas City this week, looking after the Mainstreet and Newman theatres
which he supervises.

Out-of-town exhibitors visiting Filmrow
included Ed Gleason, Osseo, Minn.; Bert

Blue Hill, Neb. — T. C. Shipley, owner
of the Sterling Theatre, will cooperate with
the Blue Hill Commerce club in staging
a series of 13 free out-door film programs
on Wednesday nights this summer. The
first showing is June 2. The pictures will
be shown across the street from the thea-

Gering, Neb. — A district court jury here
has returned a verdict for B. B. Grove,

Wakefield, representing the Gibraltar circuit which controls the theatre situation

the

Johnson sought a restraining order to
prevent Dickerman from holding another
advertised drawing for the $1,350. When
Dickerman agreed, however, to place $1,350

COURT RULES FOR
B. B. GROVE IN CASE

Guimont,

WB

assistant

booker,

left this week for a two weeks’ California
vacation and the Golden Gate boys had
better wear armor over their hearts during
her visit to their state.
United

Artists

here

'Continued

is now

on page
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in second

Cross

instituted

of the property

action
to Gib-

First tried in county court, the case was
decided against Grove. The county judge

Then

that the owner’s lease took precedence over that of the mortgage holder.
Grove appealed to district court.

NEBRASKA'S ANTI
PICKET LAW

STAYS

Lincoln- — Efforts by the labor advocates
before the labor committee of the Nebraska
legislature to gain the repeal of the 16year-old anti-picketing law seems to have
gone for naught. Participating in the hearing was Roy Brewer, projectionist from
Grand Island, who, with his union cohorts
there, was prosecuted under the law when
attempt was made to picket Bill Youngclaus.
The labor committee is not lending a
very strong ear to the matter because it
stood the test of a referendum vote to the
people

several years ago. It was temporarily sidetracked in favor of other legislation. Mace Brown, Omaha union secrelines. tary for the operators, was on the side-

REPUBLIC UPS RILEY
TO OMAHA BOOKING
Omaha — The

new booker here for Republic-Midwest isLester Riley, who comes
from the Des Moines Republic office where
he worked in the contract department.
Don Nelsen. also transferred from the
Des Moines office last September as booker, has resigned to join F. E. Judd and
Monogram at Des Moines. Nelsen and Judd
are close friends.
REMODELED

LUNA

OPEN

Battle Creek, Ia. — The Luna Theatre,
closed for two months because of extreme
cold weather

and

poor

roads, has been

re-

opened by J. D. 'Warnock. While the house
was closed Warnock took an extended
we.stern trip.

BOXOFFICE
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HUHNKE, McCarthy
SUFFER ACCIDENTS

€> MI A

Omaha — Two film salesmen are suffering from injuries received in recent auto
accidents.

, who got the “O” in
O’FLYNN
N od
J^AMIA
after graduating from OmaHollywo
ha Community Playhouse ranks, gets in

Feared injured most seriously is Elmer
Huhnke, RKO
salesman, whose auto

first real film break in Bette Davis’
“Marked Woman.” He has the role of the
local yokel trimmed by the gamblers then
put on the spot.

slipped off the paving near O’Neill, Neb.,
rolled over four times and was almost
completely demolished. He was taken to
an O’Neill hotel.
Branch Manager

A1

Avery

went

to

O’Neill to bring Huhnke back to an Omaha
hospital. He had to be transported on a
stretcher by train.
Salesman Danny McCarthy of United
Artists tangled with an oil truck near Red
Cloud, Neb., ending up in Methodist hospital with severe cuts and bruises, a broken
thumb and a slight concussion. He was
to leave the hospital late this week.
More

serious

the damage
coupe.

to Danny,

done

however,

to his red

was

from

Ruth Weber, who used to dish out tickets at the Brandeis, recently got a screen
test from Grand National in Hollywood,
but reports say she’s so homesick
sick that she’ll probably return
her local sweetheart.

83)

The Fox Miller at Wichita recently hung
up its best Saturday-Sunday business since
the fall of 1935 with Paramount’s “Waikiki Wedding.”
O. K. Mason of Commonwealth has
bought himself a house at 414 West Seventy-seventh street terrace. How are you
going to get all that address on the marquee, O. K?

The Cole Theatre Supply is back on
Filmrow, having moved from the Southwest Blvd. location to 217 W. 18th St.,
above the Midwest Advertising Service.
Mrs. R. W. Miller, Casino, Boonville,
Mo., was on Filmrow this week, as were
Tom Edwards, Eldon, Mo.; A. J. Shnnions,
Lamar, Mo.; Max Davisson, Florence, Kas.;
Ed Harris and Hugh Gardner, Neosho, Mo.;
L. M. Robison, Albany, Mo.; Mr. and Mrs.
Dewey Gates, Isis, Waterville, Kas.; W. A.
Sams, Clinton, Mo.; J. M. Bailey, Waverly, Kas.; Floyd Hill, Drexel, Mo.; S. A.
Myers, Rockville, Mo.; Shannon Jones,
Agency, Mo.
Speaking of signs, Jim Foland at the
Independent Theatre Supply Co. had to
wash the windows early this week before
a sign could be put up.

Add exhibitors in town: Al East, Lee,
Lees Summit, Mo.; Mrs. Meta Barron, Anthony and Pratt, Kas.; Nick Kotsis, Holden, Holden, Mo.; George Sproule, Yale,
Fort Scott, Kas.; George Nescher, Rio,
Valley Falls, Kas.; V. G. Green, Clarence
and La Plata, Mo.; W. B. Cook, Ideal, Halstead, Kas.; C. R. Woorkman, Lockwood,
Mo.; I. W. Maple, Roxy, Bethany, Mo.
R. C. LiBeau, Paramount district manager, is vacationing in Hollywood to join
his son who has been there since last
October with the Paramount studios.
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“MAGIC-WEATHER"

Al Mayer, the former Omahan, has become branch manager for RKO in Rochester, N. Y.
Ruth Peterson, head inspectress for Warner, was married last Saturday to Ray
Kruger of Omaha.

New salesman for Warner in the North
Platte territory is Leon Dizon, promoted
from the Chicago office.

FANS

— AIR- WASHERS

COMBINATION

UNITS

COLD WATER AIR CONDITIONERS
"MAGIC- REFRIGERATION
THE
AIR-WASHER
PUMP AND
MOTOR
WEATHER''
WRITE FOR

PRICES

NOW

Beverly Ballantyne is working for her
father as cashier at Scott-Ballantyne. This
firm also has found business so rushing
that

a new balcony to provide an amplifier stock room has been constructed.

TRADE

DIDECTCRy
QUIDE FOR THE
KANSAS CITY

A HANDY
EQUIPMENT

AND

Ernest Amoneno,
1117 Cherry

St.

3501 Gladstone
Victor 8796

Great Western Stage Equipment
817 Holmes

Stebbins Theatre Equipment

Southwest
309 West

Mgr.

Douglas

Ave.

128 W.

18th St. —

John Staple, Pres.

Ed Hartman,

Sec'y

Harrison

4825

R. R. Biechele, Sec.-Treas.

SCREEN

Co., Inc.
Phone

PUBLICITY

0134

Wichita, Kas.

C. D. Peck, Mgr.

5456

Co.

GRand

Theatre Equipment

Association

BEnton

E. M. T. A.
Mgr.

St.

Phone:

—

E. Rolsky, Pres.

Co.

St.
T. L. Greening,
Phone: Victor 9078

1804 Wyandotte

ASSOCIATIONS

Independent Theatre Owners

Mgr.

Phone:

WdWAfljwj

EXHIBITOR

EXHIBITOR

SUPPLIES

A. A. Electric Machinery Co.

C. H. Badger,

BOXOFFICE

In Cooling Equipment

and loveto marry

Leo Blank, Warner’s district manager
from Chicago, came to Omaha to buy his
spring wardrobe. At least it looks that
way, since he went home after a business
trip, bearing three new suits and a new
topcoat.
page

GREATEST
TODAY'S
OF ALL
DOLLAR VALUES

"fire chief’’

KAYCEE
(Continued

IIHII A

2-2153

Alexander Film Company
Motion

Picture Advertising

E. L. Harris, Dist. Mgr., Mo., Kan., Neb., Iowa.
239 East 72nd Terrace

AIR CONDITIONING
Peterson Freezem

Mfg. Co.

Washed Air Units, all sizes, blowers, home
units, spray nozzles, multiblade rotors

G. A. Peterson
109 W.

VI. 3535

18th St. — Kansas

H. F. Rodick
City, Mo.

SOUND

SERVICE

K. C. SOUND
Syncrofilm
W. L.

SERVICE

Sound Equipment and
130 W. 18th St.

Norris

HA

4783

Service
W. P.
Humston
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Critics' Poll Winners
Get Awards at Minnq
Minneapolis — At a banquet arranged by
Merle Potter, Journal movie and drama
editor, and attended by many notables of
the film colony, three gold medals were
presented for distinguished movie achievement, awarded in the first annual Minneapolis Journal — Critics of America poll.
Bette Davis presented the actress’ gold
medal to Luise Rainer for her work in
"The

Great Ziegfeld’’ and Potter the actors’ medal to Paul Muni for his performance in “The Story of Louis Pasteur.’’

Mrs. Alice Ames ’Winter of Minneapolis,
director of public relations of the Will Hays
organization in Hollywood, presided and
also presented the production company
medal to President Harry Cohn of Columbia for “Mr. Deeds Goes to Town.”
“Significant Award”
In accepting the award. Muni voiced
Hollywood opinion, he said, in declaring
the Journal Critics’ poll, which this year
reflected the judgment of 621 reviewer in
all parts of the country, is more significant than the awards of the Motion Picture Academy of Arts and Sciences. Muni
said the awards represent the heart and
intelligence of the American public and
are devoid of politics.
Tribute

was

paid by Miss Davis

and

Mrs.

Winter to Miss Rainer’s ability and the
work of Columbia in creating a picture
which appealed to the hearts and the finer
sensibilities of the American public.
Among the guests present were William
Koenig, formerly of Minneapolis, now chief
studio executive of M-G-M; Clifford Odets,
noted playwright. Miss Rainer’s husband;
Eleanore Whitney, the dancer; Harmon
Nelson, Miss Davis’ husband; June Lang,
formerly of Minneapolis: William Dieterle,
well-known director, and press representatives from all parts of the country.

Ballantyne

Co. has install-

ed a cooling system in Wojtek Brothers’
Alamo, Robert Lee, Texas., and sold 300
seats, a screen, sound system, projection
and cooling to the new house — unnamed as
yet — that Mervin Neeley and Arch Conklin plan to open at Griswold, la.

Western

Sales

Supply: Carpeting for J. N. Sutherland’s
Coronado, Ewing, Neb., and a cooling system for George

Campen’s

Halsey,
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Ben

Meshbesher, Universal salesman, refuses to believe that spring is here. A
snowstorm in his North Dakota territory
stalled him for several days last week.
After 15 years’ service, Mrs. Nellie Hartman has resigned as chief inspectress at
Universal and henceforth loill devote
self entirely to household duties.

her-

As a result of the sensational climb of
the Minneapolis league hockey team, which
wound up by winning the playoff from St.
Louis, Frank Mantzke, Universal branch
manager, has become a devotee of the puck
game. Hitherto, football and basketball
have been his sole sport obsessions.
Charlie Jackson, just back frojn a pleasure trip to England, has joined the Warner
Bros, sales staff. He was for many years

REVERTS

Guild’s gridiron and there met various
and sundry showmen, along with two Boxoffice boys, present and past. Paul James,
the Omaha arm, and Eddie Badger, former
Kaycee desk man now with the Omaha
Bee-News, were both clinking glasses and
registering with glee.

Erroneously reported that Chuck Doty’s
wife would join him here last week. She
had other ideas in the meantime and has
gone for a vacation in California.
Senator Lou Goldberg, Major Bowes’
right hand, flew in from New York for a
confab with Jerry Zigmond, city manager
of the Lincoln Theatres Corp., and then
went on to the coast. Lou has an interest
in things Nebraskan, since his wife is a
former Grand Island girl.
Herbie

Kay,

here

with

that

fine colle-

giate band again, says he’ll be Holly wooding in May also, a trip for the express
purpose of holding hands with his wife,
Dorothy Lamour, who is doing okay for a
first year in pictures. Herbie incidentally
inspired the first $1,000 gross since the
Turnpike Casino has been in existence,
which

is some

Olsen

&

night’s biz in this town.

Johnsoii

write from

Chi

that

with Paramount. With the help of air
travel he made the trip back from England

ivith a windup week in Kansas City starting April 23 will see them en route to the

to Minneapolis in five days — an accomplishment ivhich was good for a story
in the dailies.

coast to start on their next Republic picture. Their vaude unit has been doing

When “Hy” Chapman was in Chicago
he stood for two-and-a-half hours to
watch “The Lost Horizon” because the
theatre was entirely sold out. The local
Columbia branch head said the picture
was well worth the inconvenience — “the
greatest” he ever saw.
veteran
to town

the job here again. He had been “loaned”
to the Indianapolis branch for several
months and saw considerable duty in the
flood area.
Clarence

Sakol,

great.
Bob

Livingston

does things by habit.

He

caught a cold two weeks ago and he’s
been holding it over ever since. Says the
Mrs., who

has

been

wintering

in Arizona,

will be back soon. He’s taking a cabin near
the Iowa lakes for the summer. It’s nice
to see a hard working man get ahead.

M-G-M
salesand is back on

Paramount

advertising

is back on the job after 10 days’
assistant,
illness
due to appendicitis.

Shops Close Earlier
Lincoln — Business booster move for Saturday nights was noted with enthusiasm
here by showmen when the chamber of
commerce retail trade committee ruled
that

Saturday night closings shall hereinafter be at 6 p. m. just as any other

day in the week. Previous door slamming
time varied from 9 to 10 p. m. and was a
strong deterrent to Saturday evening show
business.

Ben Blotcky is being kept plenty busy
with his extra-curricular duties as zone
chairman for the Will Rogers’ Memorial
drive. Incidentally, he just invested in a
new auto for his wife.

Halsey,

Cairo, Neb. — The Cairo Theatre again is
in the possession of John Cady, who sold
it to Leon Braun more than a year ago.
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page

place in its division in the George Schaefer sales drive and Ralph Cramblett is
driving his boys to lift the branch to the
top rung of the ladder.

Gilbert
CAIRO

from

pOR a wildly hilarious night went last
week to Omaha
for the Newspaper

First peep into the wild scene was rewarded by spotting Ted Emerson and Bill
Miskell, who said Evert Cummings would
probably have been there but he had been
called to Fairbury.

Jay A. Haas, Paramount New York home
office advertising representative, a visitor.

Omaha — The following equipment installations are announced by Western Theatre

Neb.

'Continued

George Turner,
man, has returned

Sales

Omaha — Scott-Ballantyne

MINNEAPOLIS

IIL I M C CO IIL M

Nathanson,

Republic

branch

manager, was in Kansas City this week to
ing.
attejid a special “Hit Parade” sales meetAbbott Swartz, National Screen booker,
took a business trip to Duluth this week.

"Touchdown"

in 300 Spots

Omaha — “Touchdown,” the film of the
1936 University of Nebraska football
games which “stars” Announcer John K.
Chapel of Omaha’s "WOW, former Husker
Star Harold Hutchinson and Sports Editor Ralph Wagner of the Omaha BeeNews, has been shown in 300 theatres of
this territory.
BOXOFFICE
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BROMBERG HOLDS REPDBLIC LIST
Lucas Suit Against Ford
Starts in Detroit

Tad Screen Ad Co.
Enlarges Personnel
Dallas — The Tad Screen Advertising,
Inc., operating a complete plant at 4310
Bryan

St., has added heavily to its personnel since opening for business a few
months ago, according to W. H. Turpie,
vice-president.
M. W. Myers is the sales promotion
manager. He was with the Alexander Film
Co. for a short period and previously had
his own advertising agency in St. Louis
for 12 years.
Bob Mitchell is the assistant sales manager doing promotional work. His father,
Charles R. Mitchell, was manager of the
Queen on Elm St. years ago for E. H.
Hulsey. Bob is doing promotional work for
Tad.
J. Harry Long is a new district manager
and formerly was assistant to the president of Alexander. Long headquarters in
Richmond, Va., and handles the Atlantic
states. Under him is W. E. Long, a brother, who will be sales representative in the
Virginia sector.
Rex Carrier, formerly of Alexander as
district manager, has joined Tad in the
same capacity taking care of Michigan,
Illinois and Indiana. Paul King, formerly
of Alexander, is now with Tad as representative in Michigan.
H. W.

Harris has joined Tad as representative in southwestern Oklahoma. Dean
Witherspoon, formerly of Screen Broadcasts, is a Tad representative in east
Texas. A1 Deutsch of San Antonio is the
south Texas representative.

Detroit — Trial was begun in circuit court here this week of a $109,000 damage suit against the Ford
Motor Co. by Arthur Lucas, Atlanta,
Ga., theatre man. Lucas charges that
the manufacturer failed to keep a
verbal agreement to supply him with
ears to sell in Atlanta.
Lucas

is associated with the Paramount subsidiary of Lucas and Jenkins, Inc., in Atlanta, operators of approximately 40 theatres.

BICKEL GIVES DINNER
TO CIRCUIT BOOKERS
Dallas — At a strictly stag affair in the
Golden Pheasant Tuesday night, Leroy
Bickel, branch manager of M-G-M, wined
and dined the circuit bookers who were
largely responsible for putting Bickel over
in the Leroy Bickel anniversary contest
just closed. The dinner was in appreciation for what these boys did for him,
Bickel said. Bickel’s
in the United States.

drive

finished

third

The bookers of Interstate, R. & R., Korn,
Griffith and others were guests at the
dinner set for 21 persons as follows:
P. K. Johnston, Harry Sachs, Charlie
Karr, L. W. Merritt, Ray Jones, Ronnie
Perkins, C. V. Jones, D. E. Sexton, Don
Douglas, Worth Leuthstrom, D. E. Hayle,
S. L. Oakley, I. Rust, Henry Lockhart,
Frank Plumlee, Horace Falls, Howard Baskin, A. V. Philbin, R. G. Taylor, Leroy
Whitington, Harold Brooks, Leroy Bickel.

Moray Visits Atlanta
NEW
New

CARTOON

SERIES

Orleans — Atlantic

Pictures

handle the distribution of “Sam
cartoons in this territory through
closed with Astor Pictures.

will

Small”
a deal

Atlanta — Norman
Moray, New
York
short sales manager for Vitagraph, stopped
off in Atlanta where he was joined by
J. C. Vergesslich, Warner Bros, branch
manager, who accompanied him to Miami.

SOUTHERN
EDITION Is One of the Seven Sectional Editions in Which BOXOFFICE
Is Published Weekly. The
Other Six Editions Are: NEW ENGLAND, MIDEAST, CENTRAL, MIDWEST. WESTERN, EASTERN.

Suit Filed in the East Is
Withdrawn With Status
Unchanged
New York — A suit filed here in federal
district court by Republic Pictures Corp.
of the Southeast to prevent termination by
Republic Pictures Corp. of its distribution
franchise in the southeastern area has been
withdrawn with the matter amicably settled. The status of the southeastern exchanges headed by A. C. Bromberg remains
as before.
Bromberg’s company set forth in the suit
that Republic terminated the contract last
March. The firm claimed a loss of more
than

$130,000 in distributing Republic pictures through six exchanges since acquiring the franchise in July, 1935. It was further contended that if permitted to continue until 1939 the franchise would return
a profit of $225,000.

WILL ROGERS DRIVE
COMMITTEE ON JOB
Dallas — Contribution and pledges for
the Will Rogers Memorial Fund Drive for
the week of April 30 will be solicited by
the following committee under direction of
J. Frank Shea, zone chairman No. 10:
R. J. O’Donnell, Interstate Theatres:
Harold B. Robb, Robb and Rowley Theatres: Sol Gordon, Jefferson Amusement
Co.; R. E. Griffith, Griffith Theatres; Jack
K. Adams, Adams Film Exchange; Jack
Underwood,

Columbia;

A1 J. Mertz,

Grand

National; Leroy Bickel, M-G-M; Wallace
Walthall, National Screen Service; Harold
Pickett, Paramount: Sol Sachs, RKO;
Claude

C. Ezell, Republic:

H. R. Biersdorf,

20th

Century-Fox; E. S. Olsmith, Universal: Doak Roberts, Warner Bros.
Salesmen of all companies are covering
the territory to secure exhib cooperation.

Adams

to Savannah

Atlanta — Vernon Adams, recently appointed RKO Public Relations man, left
Atlanta Wednesday, April 14, for Savannah
to attend the State Educational meeting.
While in Atlanta Adams gave talks at the
schools on Motion Picture Appreciation.

V. W. CRISP, Southwestern Editor, 210 S. Harwood St., Dallas, Tex. NELL BENEDIC, Southeastern Editor, 162 Walton St., N. W., Atlanta, Ga. J. W. LEIGH, 1509 Bodenger
Blvd.. New Orleans, Phone AL-1495.

WOMETCO PLANNING
NEW MIAMI HOUSE

Atlanta M-G-M Branch
Second in Drive

lanta office was observed as "Charlie
Kessnich’s 20th Anniversary Drive,”
in honor of his 20 years service with
M-G-M.

1,200 patrons, and with the exception of
a small portion of the front facade of the
Tower, which was recently modernized, the
entire theatre, auditorium, lobby and foyer
will be rebuilt,

TRAILER FIRM PLANS

Ben Schlanger, theatre architect of New
York, associated with R, E, Collins, architect of this city, has perfected a new scientific placing arrangement for the arm chair
seats with the balcony and main floor
sloping in order that every seat will have
a clear and unobstructed view of the

BRANCH

Dallas — F. M. Sanford, southwestern
representative of Theatre Trailer Corp. of
New York, writes from Oklahoma City he
has received information that Adolph Pollok has been appointed general manager of
the company and that local distribution
will be established throughout the U. S,
This means, Sanford said, that Texas,
Oklahoma and Arkansas exhibitors will receive his company service out of Dallas
within the very near future.
On a recent west Texas trip Sanford said
he closed contracts with W, B. Blankenship for seven theatres in Levelland, Morton, Seagraves, Ropesville, Whiteface and
Andrews for trailer service, Blankenship
is fast building houses in the last three
towns and is rapidly expanding into
smaller situations in his territory.

screen, Albert Bernstein represented Wometco Theatres in the real estate transaction
with Carl Hoffman representing the former
owner.

Griffith Adds Two
Kingfisher,
May

Okla, — To

become

effective

1, a deal has been closed by the Griffith circuit for the John Thomas theatre

properties here. The property consists of
the building and equipment of the Thomas
Theatre and the equipment and lease of
the Temple, The deal was handled by E,
R, Slocum of the Griffith chain.

II ATLANTA

Commerce — The Roxy Theatre recently
presented a special dedication program
celebrating the installation of new mirrophonic sound,
Reidsville — Work is under way for the
construction of a modern theatre here by
S, G, Tos of Claxton,
LOUISIANA
Abbeville — A

new

steel marquee

here. ing added to the front of Frank’s

is beTheatre

New Roads — L, J, Langlois will manage
the new colored theatre now under construction. With the erection of this house,
the New Alamo Theatre will be strictly
for white people.
NORTH

CAROLINA

Lillington — J. T. Northam, local business man, has announced that he will begin work immediately on the erection of
a building to be used as a motion picture
theatre for a large circuit theatre operator
in Goldsboro.
Lumberton — Announcement has been
made by J. B. Jones, manager of the
Carolina Theatre, that the old Pastime
Theatre, which has been closed for the
past year and a half, will be reopened
after a complete renovation.
Mocksville — New RCA
sound equipment, carpets, lighting system and cushioned seats have been installed in the
Princess Theatre here, and an early opening is promised by Manager J. W. Mitchell.
(Continued on page 92)

11 CHARLOTTE

The BIG BROADCAST

TOPICS

GEORGIA

Miami, Fla, — Wometco Theatres has
purchased the Tower Theatre property on
Tamiami Trail from the former owner, R,
A, Denny, for the immediate construction
of a new modern Tower Theatre,
Instead of the present seating capacity
of 800 the new structure will accommodate

Atlanta — Col. Charles E. Kessnich,
commander of the southeastern district for M-G-M, brought his district
into second place in the recent national sales drive, which in the At-
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Old

Months

only Four

hut QOING PLACES
STUDIO
EQUIPMENT
RCA

500 theatres now under contract and more signing
every day.

High Fidelity Sound
Recording

25 highly trained sales representatives serving ten
states.

Mitchell and Bell & Howell
Cameras
Mole-Richardson
Fried

Lights

Advertising revenue doublng from month to month.

Light Tester

All equipment oi latest
design.

Product of feature quality enthusiastically received
everywhere.
Exhibitors will find it profitable to tie up with the fastest
growing youngster in the film advertising business.

TAD SCREEN ADVERTISING^INC.
STUDIOS

AND

GENERAL

Operating

RAY

DUNCAN.

President
DISTRICT

under

::

DALLAS.

TEXAS

State Permit No. 9105

W. H. TURPIE. Vice-President

MANAGERS:

J. HARRY

OFFICES

in Texas

FRED

LONG,

HARGIS,

W.

A. LABARTHE,

RAY

MURRELL,

1. A. ANDERSON.
REX

General Sales Manager, Atlantic States Division

CARRIER

Secretary

DALLAS NTSC SALES
HEAVY THIS MONTH
gARAH
BETH
THOMPSON,
National
Pictures secretary, is tying the marital
knot

April 24. On that date she will become Mrs. Sarah Beth Fellows.

The

Majestic

had

the

pre-release

en-

gagement of M-G-M’s “Maytime” the
week of April 10. Picture did well over
the top average here.
Mrs.
Muny

Martin

Johnson

Auditorium

will lecture at the

April 27, with

motion picture, “Jungle Depths
Price scale is 45c to $1.75.

her latest

Dallas — The
lows:

local National

ply branch announces

Theatre

recent

Sup-

sales as fol-

Projectors — Horwitz’ Iris, Houston; F. D.
Wilke, Boulevard, Houston; R. & R. Ritz,
Corpus Christ! ; Sam Schwartz’s Yolanda,
Eagle Pass; H. A. Daniels’ Seguin and
Guild, Crystal City; W. R. Gerhard, Martin, Mt. Pleasant.
Other sales include all-steel film cabinet, Seguin and Guild, Crystal City; screen,

of Borneo.”

Griffith’s Yucca, Midland; cooling equipment and screen, Audrey Cox’s Palace,

Percy Barbat, well-known in local
screen, radio and stage circles, recently
was added to the news announcing staff

Lamesa; cooling equipment, C. L. Land’s
Crystal, Ralls; lenses, Lawrence Miller’s
Palace and Alden, Robstown; photo cases,
one sheet and combination frames, new

at WOAI, National
tion here.

Limestone,

Broadcasting

Co. sta-

Albert Flores, accessory manager for
Sack Amusement Enterprises, has returned
from

Austin

where

he assisted

Show” has been booked
circuit in New Mexico

April 26. It’s a Sack
show.
The

local

Mark

Paramount

carpet, Texas,
H.

C.

Sey-

Plath’s

of Merit

Road-

exchange

has

named the week of May 2-8 as “Mack McClintock Week” in honor of their new
branch manager.

^L

MORTENSEN,
owner and manager of
the Southwestern Theatre Equipment
Co. of Houston, who was keeping in touch
by one of his periodical visits in Dallas
this week, said that A. Farb soon will
open a new theatre for colored in Houston
for which Southwestern sold practically
all of the equipment. Mortensen also did
business with Dale Luckie for a new suburban show going in at West University
Place.
Homer Mulkey of Clarendon and Hollis
Boren of Memphis drove down from the
Panhandle dust bowl to do booking for
their theatres.

Mulkey

said the dust

ac-

tually had become a problem in his territory. He had discontinued cash awards in
Clarendon on request of the grand jury
and is substituting bargain days on his
previous money nights.
Lloyd Rust of Republic and Harry Sachs
of Interstate left Thursday for Omaha as
delegates from the Dallas Variety Club,

in exploit-

ing the successful engagement of “Enlighten Thy Daughter” at the Harlem, allcolored house
Druso’s “Spook
by the Griffith

Mecca,

Groesbeck;

mour; cooling equipment,
Jacksboro.

ID) A IIL IIL A ^

Free Pay-Dae Circulars
Dallas — Amusement Attractions, owners of Pay-Dae, are now furnishing gratis
material for circularizing trade territories
to new accounts buying the deal, according to Fred A. Standiford of that company.
Pay-Dae, he said, will spend more for the
new exhibitor than his theatre will spend
during the first eight weeks on the plan.
High cost of sales materials has been the
only resistance to the plan in the past,
Standiford said.

Tent

No.

17, to the national Variety
vention, dated for April 17-18.

con-

H. H. Everett, southern division manaaer
for Republic, was a Dallas visitor at the
local branch, happening in at the time
Interstate booked “Hit Parade” over the
circuit. Everett said his southern division
is leading in the playdate liquidation and
sales drive noio in progress throughout
Republic

nation-wide

branches.

J. Frank jr., assistant sales manager
(Continued on page 94)
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Extra Profits for Exhibitors
in the

ADCASTER
Qreatest Sensation Among Theatre Owners
Since Bank Night
NEWEST

THING

IN WIDE

COVERAGE

ADVERTISING

XHIBITORS can secure the ADCASTER without delay if they place their orders early. It
is the miracle projector that flashes a continuous message to the public whenever and wherever
needed. It presents a traveling message in letters
six inches to six feet high — indoors or outdoors and
in colors if desired.
The ADCASTER is fool-proof and requires no service and the minimum of attention. It gives action,
motion and repetition to quality advertising.
Anything that can be photographed, such as pictures of stars and scenes, is in the ADCASTER service on safety film. It is leased — not sold. Change
of copy is furnished weekly in small cost of rental.

IN ADDITION TO FURNISHING LOW COST, APPROVED ADVERTISING TO THEATRES — THE ADCASTER — GIVES EXHIBITORS A WELCOME OPPORTUNITY TO BUILD UP A NEAT WEEKLY REVENUE
FROM NEIGHBOR MERCHANTS.
The Adcoster supply is limited. Write today for full information.

TEXAS
2011 JACKSON

ADCASTER
ST.

SERVICE
DALLAS,

TEXAS

OKIILA. ClinrY
gENNETH BLACKLEDGE, assistant
manager for Griffith circuit at Pampa,
Tex., is transferred to managership at
Wellington, Tex., and Carl Benefiel is
transferred from Pampa, Tex., to Enid,
Okla., where he will manage
houses.

Griffith’s four

Brownie Akers, division manager for
Griffith circuit, is back from a trip to
Texas, arid reports business as very satisfactory.
Carr Scott, who heads the local Monogram exchange, is busy mailing out the
very elegant new Monogram yearbooks for
1937-38. Monogram will hold its annual
convention in Chicago May 7. Scott will
return from this with complete plans for
the coming season.
Tom Dyer of
through a trap
tre at Antlers.
and broke three
work after two

Dyer Theatre Supply fell
door in the Antlers TheaOkla., one day last week
of his ribs. He is back at
days on his back.

Lyle Carson of Los Angeles is going on
K. Lee Williams’ Road Show.
Polly Moran made personal appearance
at the Warner April 9-12, and gave a
monolog talk with small dance numbers
which was well received by the large audiences present. She recited that she was
in Oklahoma City long time ago, and
bought some real estate that proved unprofitable. Her real hair is still gray, and
she is still pleasingly plump.

NEW RIALTO THEATRE
OPENS AT HOPE, ARK.
Hope,

Ark. — The

new

INTERSTATE
Dallas — Optimism

new

but

the

is Manager Dick Lashley’s announcement about his newly remodeled
Carolina ’Theatre which has reopened after
a week’s closing to complete the work.

Metro Ups Royalty
Oklahoma

City — ^Ward

Royalty

of the

local Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer exchange has
been promoted to the position of office
manager in the transfer of Joe Markowitz
to that position with the Kansas City, Mo.,
branch.

was

the

ONE

BIG

keynote

ARCTIC

at

USED

- ALL STEEL

NU-Am

BLOWER

22,000 C.F.M.
2506 CEDAR SPRINGS
DALLAS, TEXAS

GREATEST
TODAY'S
OF ALL
DOLLAR VALUES

Jimmie Fidler, radio’s commentator on
Hollywood affairs, said “Hit Parade” is
among the few “must” films and rated it
at three bells, which he seldom does.
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Greenville — “Everything

Rust said the picture is set starting
April 30, in the Majestic, Dallas; Majestic,
Houston; Hollywood, Ft. Worth; Aztec,
San Antonio; Plaza, El Paso; Queen, Galveston and the State at Austin.

BUFFALO
AIR
CONDITIONING

DEPENDABLE

CAROLINA

name”

Interstate circuit had booked “Hit Parade”
in class A houses over the big time in picture business.

Made

SUPREME

SOUTH

the Republic branch Tuesday when Lloyd
Rust, office manager, announced that the

G. A. Ault and Eddie Gregg, salesmen
(Continued on page 94)

QUALITY

from page 88)

BOOKS

"HIT PARADE"

Cresson Smith, western and southern
RKO sales manager, and O. B. Hunt of
Erpi at Dallas, were visitors in the city
the first of the week.

MONARCH

(Continued

Theatre,

located in the rebuilt new Grand Theatre
Bldg, on Main St., held its formal opening last Thursday. The new house seats
450, including a balcony for Negroes.
The new Rialto is a Malco Theatres,
Inc., house and will be managed by Arthur Swanke, who is manager of the Saenger, another house owned by Malco.
The new cashier will be Mrs. Grace Parrott. Mrs. Gene Martin will serve as assistant cashier. E. E. Moses is the projectionist and Clyde Browning is doorman
and assistant manager.

Clarks Poster Service announces its new
process rental plans of attractive new posters well under way.

NEW

Rialto

Territory Topics

494

So. Second

Street — Tel, 8-4870

MEMPHIS,

TENN.

1
1

EVERYTHING
“TH

FOR

BOXOFFICE

E

MOVIES”

;: April 17, 1937.

A

ATIIL AMT

FRED ROHRS LEAVES
FOR CAPITAL POST

Springs
of the Warm
ROGERS
PAUL
Foundation was on the Row Monday
booking pictures for the theatre which is
maintained for the benefit of the colony
members. Rogers devotes his time and
energy to the managing of the theatre and
the selection of appropriate programs,
gratuitously.
Miss Maude
Turner, RKO
contract
clerk, is in a local hospital recuperating
from an operation. Miss Elizabeth Stone
is replaeing her during her absence.
R. L. Bailey of Blountstown,
Row visitor this week.

Fla., was

a

Georgia exhibitors on the Row this week
included W. P. Gammon, Ocilla; Ellison
Dunn, Colquitt; Bob Rowell, Monroe; Mr.
and Mrs. Fred Weiss, Savannah, and C. E.
Beach, Thomaston.

Atlanta — Fred

Rohrs

left this week

for
new

Washington, D. C., to assume his
duties as branch manager of the Washington office for United Artists.
Before

leaving, Rohrs expressed his appreciation for the splendid cooperation and
courtesy given him by the exhibitors and
Atlanta film folk, during his stay in the
city.
With

UA

12 Years

Coming here last December from Charlotte where he was branch manager for
three years, Rohrs immediately became one
of “the boys,” and made a host of friends
who wish him continued success in his
new field.
Rohrs

has

been

connected

with

UA

for

the past 12 years, first as salesman in the
middlewest and later as city salesman in
Kansas
ments.

City, before

his southern

JEAN BEHRE replaces May Berger as head
* cashier of the Strand Theatre here with
Theresa Famigilo being added to the staff
and William Lawless, formerly of the St.
Charles Theatre, joining the service department.
The

Judgment for $500 was awarded by the
Orleans parish court of appeals recently
to Mario Cavicchi for a broken leg and
other injuries suffered by his minor son,
Mario jr, when he slipped and fell in a
dark alleyway going to a restroom at the
Gaiety Theatre. The judgment is against
the Gaiety Amusement Company, Inc., and
the Sun Indemnity Company, and reversed
a decision by Judge Hugh C. Cage in civil
district court.

appoint-

S. J. Brown jr. Stonewall, Miss., has released the Stonewall Theatres to J. H.
Grainger, former publicity man.

A huge, brilliantly lighted sign atop the
Loew’s Grand Theatre building announced
“Maytime” down famous Peachtree St. for
many blocks. It is being held over for the
second week.
Charlie

Kessnich,

division

manager

for

M-G-M, has just returned from an extended trip through his southern district.
Wm.
week,

H.

Workman,

on

the

Row

this

states he has placed popcorn machines in the new Royal Theatre, O. C.

Lam’s

house, Hogansville; John Cunningham’s Edison Theatre, Miami; Maxey’s
Royal Theatre, Summerville, and Mike
Schaine’s

new

Harlem,

DUKEHART INSTALLS
FASTER EQUIPMENT
Atlanta — The Dukehart Printing Co.,
theatrical printers at 99 Walton St., has
installed new presses to expedite service,
according to D. B. Dukehart, the owner.
The equipment is among the latest and
fastest type on the market.
Dukehart has been in the theatrical
printing business for the past 22 years, and
was one of the first in Atlanta.

Alger Lancaster, former treasurer of the
Tulane Theatre, (now demolished) and
lately manager of two theatres in Stutgart,
Ark., has been promoted to a district managership of the Lightman circuit. Stutgart’s wife, Vivian Levy, who for 18 years
was with the Saenger corporation, has acwith
pted a position
husband.
tion as ceher
J. W.
destroyed

the same

organiza-

Watt’s Strand at Oil City, La.,
by fire, has reopened. The neio
(Continued on page 96)

DA-LITE

Atlanta.

SOUND

From Alabama were: L. T. Sheffield,
Headland, and Robert D. Word, Scottsboro.

RKO

at Clarksdale, Miss., recently
by fire, is to be rebuilt.

Ritz

destroyed

MAYTIME

IS HERE
DRESS UP

#/

WITH

Sales Meeting

Atlanta — RKO officials here for a sales
meeting last week were: Cresson E. Smith,
western and southern division manager;
Harry E. Michalson, general manager of
short products, and Herbert MacIntyre,
district manager.

SCREENS

Wil-Kin Quality Tailor Made Preshrunk Seat
Covers
& Draperies — Beautiful Carpets —
mar
que
^
Royalchrome
Furniture.

V. A. Nealeans Shifted
Greensboro, N. C. — Vann A. Nealeans,
for the last three years assistant manager
of the Paramount Theatre in Goldsboro,
has been made assistant manager of the
National Theatre here.
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TRAILERS of
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No

Plus Postage
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150-4 Walton

Street

ATLANTA,

GA.

BULBS

THEATRE

THH

mmm

LAMPS
9?

OKLAHOMA

LISTS HER NINE PET
PEEVES IN THE FILMS
0ARROLL
OSBORN, Warner Bros, booker, is receiving congratulations on his
marriage Saturday, April 17, to Miss Adelyn
Ingram of Mt. Gilead.
Miss Ruby Hendly, former Warner Bros,
cashier, has been made secretary to Gene
Dyer, GB branch manager.
Emil Bernstecker, city manager of the
Carolina and Imperial theatres, has just
returned from a business trip to Greensboro.
J. P. Sesta and Sam Schapin of Warner
Bros, home office, were visitors at the local
Warner Bros, office this week.
Tallulah

Bankhead

will appear

Charlotte — Mrs.

Sunday

Mullis

of Republic

inspection department
from an operation.

Pictures

is recuperating

J. W. Hand of the Little Theatre, Bamberg, S. C., was a Row visitor last week,
turned tables on Marsh Funderburk, Republic film salesman, and sold him a radio
for his car.
W.

A. Gray.

Belton,

S. C., has remodeled

his theatre, added a colored balcony, installed new RCA equipment and redecorated the building.
Exhibitors

on

Filmrow

this week

were:

Lyle Wilson, Roanoke Rapids; D. Holt,
Troy; Max Zager, Palace. Greensboro; D.
E. Cash, Dixie & Imperial, Kings Mt.; S.
G. Rogers. Hew, Pembroke; A. H. Powell
jr, Anderson Circuit, Dillon, S. C.; T. L.
Harmon, Sparto.nburg , S. C.

MORGAN
GOES
Morgan

CITY JEWEL
TO DIXIE CORP.

City,

La. — The

Dixie

Corp.,

an

affiliate of the Saenger Theatres of New
Orleans, recently closed a deal with Dave
Boudreau, whereby they became
ers of the Jewel Theatre here.

sole own-

made

of the Charlotte

4. A
film .«5tory where
fool of hubby.

(Continued

the

wife

News

in

7. Spectacular advertising
ner Bros. Musicals.
The
distance
Murray.
9. The
New

from

same street
York.

eye

making

scene

of

forthcoming

to

eye

of

in every

from

page

Mac-

.story

of

City to confer

with

90)

(Andy)

An-

derson, National’s manager there. Frank
is visiting all National branches en route
to the west coast to attend a convention
of the Society of Motion Picture Engineers of which he is secretary. This was
his first trip to this part of the country
with which he was favorably impressed, he
said.
James

G.

Tomlin,

widely-known

Dewey Gibbs, Columbia
ger, transacted business

week.

Al Knox, specialty man for the Dwain
Esper Roadshow Productions of the west
coast, is distributing through the Crescent
Film Co., 705 y2 West Grand.

reorganization of the company’s books, accounts, etc., is her main dish these days.
The Majestic Theatre, Allen, Okla., this
week placed a second order for Ideal
chairs, through the W. R. Howell Theatre
Supply here, and which concern has the
job of setting the projectors, screen, etc.,
in Pete Crown's
ville, Okla.

U.

McCormick

announced

that

of

he

Emergency Film Service in the early twenties. He stayed with the business in one
form or another since theii. When sound
he launched into the equipment business and his office now bears the name
of James G. Tomlin Co. In addition, he
has had theatre interests during recent

Automatically you turn to an
Electric switch when you want

came

years.

(Continued

light.
Automatically smart theatre
operators think of King when
they
want remodeling and
decorating.

on next page)
King

UNIVERSAL

SIGNS

HARRY

Hollywood — Harry

has

STOCKWELL

Stockwell,

who

for-

merly warbled under the Metro banner,
been signed by Universal and draws
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CO.
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Miss. — The

best

KING

just

screen after a long absence, and Billy Lenhart. 4-year-old youngster, makes his
screen debut.

BURGUM

our

Strand Theatre, Jefferson, Tex.
Rialto Theatre, Brownfield,
Tex.

Jamboree.”

Street

the job right.

Just completed.

received “Melody of the Plains.” the third
Fred Scott musical western. A1 St. John,
as the featured comedian, returns to the

Greensville,

does

Satisfied customers
endorsement.

Amity

has

at Bartles-

An almost all-time boxoffice record for
the Midwest Theatre under Standard
Theatre, Inc., management was set for last
(Continued on page 96)

Third Musical Western
has

theatre

Filmrow turned out 100 per cent Friday
and went to the big ball game staged by
the Oklahoma Indians and the New York
Yanks.

clUt ribiiting

Pictures

new

in the

trade, has been in the St. Paul’s hospital
for two weeks and is reported recovering
after considerable medical treatment. Tomlin is of the old school in film distribution
and during independent days operated the

109 Walton

Atlanta — J.

branch manain Tulsa this

Jeannette MeVay, booker for Crescent
Film Co., has been kept in a whirl since
moving to their new offices. Complete

International Projector Corp., New York,
was a visitor Tuesday with J. I. Roberts,
manager of the local branch of National
Theatre Supply Co. He was on his way to
Oklahoma

for Republic, reports profitable business
secured over the territory last week.

a

DALLAS
(Continued

92)

War-

Fred

film

page

Warner Bros, reports excellent business secured by their Rental Accessories
department the past week.

open.
on.

is

from

the

f>. Leading man
fighting pal over girl friend.
6. When
Bing Crosby looks romantic then bursts
into song.

a part in “Broadway

A. Higginbotham of Baton Rouge, representing the corporation, stated that the
theatre would be improved and that the
name would be changed to the Dixie.

Lawing

1. Eleanor Powell dain’ing with mouth
2. Males runniniy: around with shorts
2. Clark Oahle and Marion Davie.s.

at the

R. E. Parsons. M-G-M booker, and Ralph
Cathy, shipper, are vacationing in Miami.

G.

Cameron Shipp’s “Movie Critic’s Pet
Peeves”
contest. Her list of pet peeves
being:

Carolina Theatre, May 12, in “Reflected
Glory,” after a six months successful run
in New York.

Miss Pauline

edition

C.

CITY

DALLAS

Al.ABAMA

DELTA
new

Delta

The-

atre, opened recently by the Saenger Theatres, will be under the managership of
Burgum, Paramount manager.

BUFFALO
315 S. HARWOOD

THEATRE
BUFFALO

ENGINEERING

EQUIPMENT
CO..

INC.

DALLAS,

BOXOFFICE

TEXAS
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IF I O R M » A
D. HUNTER, city manager for Sparks
in Orlando, was the recipient of a surprise birthday party Saturday, April 10,
given by the Sparks’ employes in Orlando.
M. C. Moore, Riverside Theatre, Jacksonville, and president of the SETOA, is calling a meeting of the directors, at which
time a date and place will be selected for
the next convention.
John Cunningham of the Edison, Miami,
has just completed a dance floor stage
enabling him to present a rather unique
idea of a combination midnight show and
dance.
The Sparks circuit has announced definite plans for air-conditioning the Beacham at Orlando. Also the construction of a
new l,100~seat subsequent run house in
Orlando.
W. J. Abercrombie of the Flagler,
Miami, is boosting business with a weekly
amateur stage show.
A new theatre has been opened in Tavares.
P. A. Alig Jr. has opened the New
Theatre in Venice.
The Corbett Theatre
recently reopened.

in Wildwood

Gulf
was

DALLAS
(Continued

from preceding page)

Unconfirmed reports reached the Row
that S. N. Simpson has bought out the interest of his partner, J. A. Nelson, in the
theatres at Paducah.
Lynn Smith, Gonzales exhibitor, figured
in the daily news this week when he aided
the V. S. army on their way to Austin. The
pilots were lost and dropped a message to
point the way to the Texas capital. The
distress signal was relayed to Smith who
promptly started a number of ears, including the fire department, on the road
to Austin. The army pilots made their
goal without much delay because of an
alert Texas exhibitor.
J. G. Long, who has just sold half interest in his circuit to the Griffiths, purchased
the theatre at Pasadena, near Houston,
from Douglas Rathbone, 20th Century-Fox
salesman. Advice from the Griffith office
is that the Pasadena Theatre is in the list
of houses which Griffith took over from
Long last week.
I. B. Adelman, former Ft. Worth exhibitor, says he is building a de luxe neighborhood theatre in Tulsa. A year ago he sold
two fine suburban houses to Interstate, the
Delman in Houston and the Tivoli in Ft.
Worth.
Reg Wilson, GB home office representative, will spend several weeks in the
Dallas and Oklahoma territories working
with John L. Pranconi, Dallas sales manager.
BOXOFFICE

:: April 17, 1937.

SPARKS CIRCUIT MAKES
MANAGERIAL SHIFTS
Bartow,

Fla. — Recent

changes

made

in

the Sparks chain places C. T. Chapin, Capitol Theatre, St. Petersburg, here as manager of the Ritz, and transfers John W.
Black, former manager, to the Palace
Theatre, Jacksonville.
Black came to Bartow from the Ritz
Theatre in Ocala about a year ago, and
was manager of the Bartow Theatre before
the consolidation of the two theatres into
the new Ritz. Chapin formerly lived in
Ocala and has been connected with the
Sparks organization for six years.

JOHNSON^AmGES
TWO FOR MARTIN
Live

Oak,

Fla. — H. V. Johnson,

EATON MODERNIZING
MEMPHIS NABORHOOD
Memphis— A $10,000 program of additions and alterations has been initiated
at the Peabody, local neighborhood theatre, by J. W. Eaton, owner.
The fireproof brick building will be enlarged to a depth of 27 additional feet all
the way across the rear, providing room
for 260 more upholstered seats. A new
and larger screen will be erected and a
small stage erected. Th job will be completed in about six weeks.

Little Rock Visitors
Rock,

Ark. — Visitors

this

week

were H. E. Ruh, Ozark Theatre, Berry ville;
K. K. King. Melba Theatre, Batesville; Ray
Wilson, New Theatre, Dewitt; W. D. Mitchell, Gem Theatre, Dumas; Alvin Hodges,
National Theatre Supply Co., New Orleans;
Jimmy Gregg, United Artists, St. Louis;
Orris Collins, Majestic and Capitol Theatres, Paragould; Jack Arnold, Memphis.
W.

I. EVANS

Durham,

TRANSFERRED

N. C. — W.

J. Evans,

piLMROW is all agog over the Tri-States
MPTO meeting scheduled to open Sunsion. day at the Chisca Hotel for a two-day sesAmong the exhibitors visiting the Row
this week and making hotel reservations
for the convention: Lou Haven, of the
Haven circuit at Forrest City, Ark.; J. C.
Poole, formerly of the Brown at Stamps.
Ark., also booking for his almost -completed theatre to open soon at Prescott, Ark.;
Gordon Lee Hutchins, who recently opened a new house at Corning, Ark.; Ray
Morrow, Ralph Noble and Wallace Kaufman of the Robb & Rowley houses at Malvern, Little Rock and Benton; J. F. Stafford of the Shelby at Shelby, Miss.; Lyle
Richmond of the Missouri at Senath.

former

manager of the Rialto Theatre in Columbus, has been made city manager of the
two theatres, the Alimar and the Suwannee,
recently acquired by the Martin Theatre
interests of Columbus.
The Alimar has a seating capacity of
800 and the Suwannee 500. With the addition of these two, the Martin circuit
numbers 60 theatres in Georgia, Florida
and Alabama.

Little

M IE m P IHl M ^

assistant

W. E. “Dad” Sipe made history this week
when he failed to attend a Rotary Club
session for the first time in 20 years . . .
Vernon McGinnis of the New at Hope
plans to reopen the Alamo at Pine Bluff,
Ark., in May. It was formerly operating
under the Malco banner but has been
closed for several months.
W. M. Snelson, Republic manager, hack
from an Atlanta confab with Arthur C.
Bromberg, has purchased a new Hamilton
gray Buick . . . Don Landis is closing his
250-seat house at Harrisburg , Ark., the
only theatre in the 1,500-population town,
to enter the dog racing game . . . Rumors
have it that J. A. West, former exhibitor
at Louisville and Philadelphia, Miss., coined enough “jack” from the sales of his
theatres to take a year’s vacation in Hot
Springs and California before going to
Washington to become
ernment official.

a “big shot” gov-

J. Frank Willingham, M-G-M manager
here, and his office manager, Louis Weber,
are not the only ones lucky enough to attend Metro’s national convention in Los
Angeles next month. Frank announced this
week he will take his two salesmen. Jack
ReVille and M. L. Bass, and the booker, T.
B. Kirk. Barton Mallory will be in charge
of the office during their absence.
W. J. Sims, Robb & Rowley's new manager here, has acquired the “duckiest” key
folder with a miniature flashlight . . . Two
Tri-States theatres are installing new air
conditioning systems purchased from National Theatre Supply. They are Mrs. A.
(Continued on next page)

manager of the Paramount Theatre, has
been transferred to Goldsboro in the same
capacity.
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E. R. CARLISLE EMPLOYS
CLEVER STREET BALLY
Baxley, Ga. — A recent stunt used by
E. R. Carlisle, manager of the Princess
Theatre here, was a street ballyhoo consisting of a horse, hitched to a stretcher
carrying a dummy and a sign, reading,
“This man passed out laughing at THREE
MEN ON A HORSE.” He had three men
riding the horse. The ballyhoo made two
trips around town but the third trip resulted in an accident. Carlisle took the
remains of the wreck and placed same in
front of the theatre with a banner reading, “A Horse on Three Men.” He advises that he hasn’t located all the boys
as yet.

NEW

ORLEANS FAST
TIME NIX HOLDING

New

Orleans — This city will not observe daylight saving time this summer,
nor will there be any agitation for its
observance, is the general consensus of
opinion, the lesson given the promoters for
the past two years being sufficient to last
many years.
Business interests, however, have cut
their working hours from 9:00 a. m. to 4:00
p. m., though in some instances white collar workers ring out at the 3:30 hour with
a full holiday on Saturdays.

Wetumpka, Ala. — E. C. Fain, owner of
the Plaza Theatre, has purchased a building site for the erection of a new theatre
here, which he states will be ready for
occupancy in the next two months. Upon
completion of the new theatre the Plaza
will be closed.

Stages Benefit Show
for the benefit of the Bow-

don High School Ass’n. The proceeds went
to supply basket ball uniforms for the
school.

R. Flippm

preceding

of the Grand

and Joint Collins
gould, Ark.

page)

at Cardwell,

of the Capitol

Mo.,

at Para-

Theatre friends of Hoyt Kirkpatrick, seriously ill for several months, will be glad
to know that he has recovered and is back
at work at his Hoyt Theatre in Fort Smith.
. . . Don

when Paramount’s “Waikiki
ding” grossed over 200 per cent.

Wed-

H. K. Buchanan, general manager and
sales representative for Allied and A. & M.
Film Exchanges, is covering the territory
this week in the interest of bigger and
better business.
Charles R. Zears, popular secretary of
the Film Board of Trade, is spending few
days on his chicken ranch at Hunter, Okla.
The Theatre Poster Service of this city
is really going to town on business as
Marie

Lutz, secretary, reports a big increase in sales over the previous month.

Tom Kelley of the Allied and A. & M.
Film Exchanges, Inc., is making a drive for
dates, all exhibitors are invited to take
part.
G. E. “Buddy” Benjamine has just returned from a trip out in the sticks, getting a few dates for the Grand National
boys.
D. A. White was in the city this week
on his way to Weatherford. Okla., to see
his son Leonard and wife, who was in
jured several weeks ago in an automobile
own-

Exhibitors seen on Filmrow the past
week included: J. W. Fox, Grandfield; C.
W. Cox, Binger; G. E. Ortman, Hennessey;
C. E. Allison, Rush Springs; Fred Oliver
and sister. Shamrock, Tex.; J. R. Brown,
Shamrock, Tex.; J. E. Holt, Coalgate; Pete

Frank Miller, Marlow; Frank Deal, Wynnewood; John Terry, Wewoka; J. L. Love,
Seminole; A. B. Momand, Shawnee; Waite
Kerr, Sulphur; Watt Long, Hollis; Wallace
Marcial, Weatherford.

ence Ireland's studio

wyn-Mayer branch due to the latter’s
transfer to the Kansas City exchange in
the same capacity.

Prince of Atlanta, southern exploitation manager for Columbia Pictures,

Howard Waugh, W artier' s zone manager
here, is vacationing in Florida resort spots
. . . Norman Calquohoun, ace RKO salesman, back from a trip to southeast Missouri and Arkansas, reports that “Photo
Reporter” and the “Teachers’ Study Manual” covering current events in connection
with “The March of Time' is making a big
hit with school superintendents and exhibitors in that section.

in Norman.

Ward Royalty has succeeded Joe Markowitz as office manager of the Metro-Gold-

NEW

is here to exploit “The Lost Horizon,” opening at the Strand Sunday as a roadshow
attraction.

96

94)

Dick Dyer, who is associated with his
brother in the Dyer Theatre Supply Co.,
will be wedded on May 1 to Miss Aileen
Page. The couple plans to establish a home
in Norman. Miss Page is manager of Clar-

MEMPHIS
from

page

Crown, Pampa, Tex.; Charles Rook, Watonga; J. Rudolph Smith, Mt. View; Jack
Weiss, Cement; J. L. Groves, Sulphur;

Bowdon, Ga. — Jim Lovvorn, manager of
the Palace Theatre here, recently staged

• Continued

week

from

accident. Leonard is the skipper and
er of the Bungalow Theatre there.

Fain Plans One

a special show

(Continued

ITALIAN PRODUCER
AIMS AT U. S. FIELD

CITY

ORLEANS

(Continued

from

page

theatre seats approximately
to have cost $20,000.
A new

house

scheduled

for Junction

Realizing that Italian-made pictures as
they are known today are not geared for
the American market, Musso, who is a
wealthy, independent producer, has engaged E. S. Fenton, member of the Screen
Writers’ Guild, to turn out a story and has
signed Maria Gambarelli, better known as
Gamby, to appear in both the Italian and
English versions of his picture.
Musso also plans to engage American
technicians, director and cameraman for his
first picture, production
duled to begin in May

on which is scheshortly after the

completion and inauguration of Mussolini’s
Roman Hollywood, where the studios, it is
claimed, will be among the most modern
in the world.

JOHN EZELL HEADS
ROGERS FUND DRIVE
Atlanta — John

Ezell, branch

manager

for

Universal in Atlanta, has been appointed zone chairman for the Will Rogers Memorial Fund, in a national drive to
be held during the week of April 30.
A special all-star short subject will be
furnished gratis to all theatres during this
week.
Theatre memberships and individual
contributions will be accepted during this
memorial drive. Blanks for these and for
the theatre collections campaign may be
secured from the film salesman in the
territory, or direct from the zone chairman, John Ezell, Universal, Atlanta.

Theatre Union Drive
New

Orleans — Organized labor has decided to call on all non-union motion picture theatres in an effort to persuade them

to employ union projectionists. Those singled out are the Bijou, Queen, Ashton,
Ca.sino, Palace, Gaiety, Roxy, Cortez and
Lincoln. These theatres are what are called independents.

"Ebbtide" in Color
Hollywood — Paramount’s first all-color
feature since “The Trail of the Lonesome
Pine” will be the Robert Louis Stevenson
drama, “Ebbtide,” to be produced by Lucien
Hubbard for the 1937-38 program.

"Bondage" Well Attended
Atlanta — Responding to the special invitations sent out, the private trade screen-

93)

600 and

Rome — There is a move on in Italy
to break into the American market with
pictures written, directed and produced for
the American exhibitor, the first constructive move in this direction having been
made by Guiseppe D. Musso, president of
Industrie Cinematographiche Italiane and
the Italian representative of Universal Pictures.

is said
City,

on the Louisiana-Arkansas line, and the
Joy Theatres may build at Delhi, Miss.
Thomas Bailey of Atlanta is contemplating opening colored houses in Pensacola,
Fla., and Mobile, Ala.

ing of “Slaves in Bondage,” Amity’s latest
exploitation picture, was well attended.
J. U. McCormick is Amity manager.
NEW

BALD

KNOB

THEATRE

Bald Knob, Ark.— A new theatre will be
operated here by F. G. Roberts of Clinton,
Okla., who has bought the building now
occupied by E. N. Campbell, Bald Knob
merchant.
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SELLS

AND

BUYS

EQUIPMENT,

Classified Ads
GENERAL

THEATRES,

lOc Per Word,

SERVICES

Payable

\^leatlng ■liou.6e

in Advance.

Minimum

Sl.OO Display Rates on Recjuest*

DEODORIZERS

EQUIPMENT

CHECK WITH US BEFORE YOU BUY.
THESE ARE SALE SPECIALS. Photocells,
$3.95; Projectionists Tool Kits, $9.95;
Sound Screens, Voco-Chrome, 22y2C square
foot. Giant 15 inch Theatre Speakers,
$13,95. Hundreds of others. Sale Bulletin
Free. Write S.O.S., 636-BN Eleventh Ave.,
New York.
4-17

THEATRES

KOZONO,
the machine that eliminates
all odors electrically. Used by theatres in
27 states. Small cost. No upkeep. Write
for catalogue. Representatives wanted.
The Kozono

Co., Charlotte,

N. C.

tf (b3-13)

EQUIPMENT

SPECIAL DIVIDEND VALUES TO THEATRE OWNERS. Our big annual Clearance Event is on now! Savings 20 to 50%
on Projectors, Sound Equipment. Chairs,
Screens, Air Conditioners, Accessories, Supplies, etc. Send today for Bargain Catalog.
Consolidated Theatre Supply Corp., 1600-C
Broadway, New York.
tf ib4-3)
IS

YOUR

SOUND

BAD?

THIS

WILL

SOUND GOOD TO YOU. New Audio-Matic
Volume Control Amplifiers. Size for every
theatre, from $39.50, with RCA metal tubes.
Extra liberal trades. For proof, write
S.O.S., 636-BN
Eleventh
York.

Ave.,

New
4-17

PREMIUMS

FACTORY AGENTS. Now successfully serving over 200 theatres with
china, glassware and cutlery deals. Lester
S. Tobias, Inc., 19 West 44th Street, New
York.
tf <10-17 )

USED

EQUIPMENT

800 REBUILT
theatre chairs — spring
cushion seats — full upholstered backs.
Cinema Seating Co., 8920 S. Ada, Chicago,
111.
5-1
SACRIFICE

pair matched

Ross

6" E. F., $35 each. L. Holmes, 54 Fayette
St., Watertown, Mass.
4-17
SIMPLEX
PROJECTORS
and Parts—
Lamphouses — Chairs — Sound Equipment
and Parts — Generators — Rectifiers — Tick-

We

EQUIPMENT

have what you need. Midwest Theatre Supply Co., 1223 So. Wabash Ave.,

Chicago.
MODERN

Ultraphone

sound

equipment.

In use only two years, $350. Edina Theatre, 50th & France, Minneapolis, Minn.

4-24

THEATRE
THERE’S
CHAIRS TO
OPERA

CHAIRS

CHAIRS,

all makes,

priced

from

75c up. Thousands described in our bulletin 15-L. Write S.O.S., 636-BN Eleventh
4-17
Ave., New York.

COOLING

AND

tf (b3-13)

THEY’RE THE CREAM
OF THE CROP
—AT
A
FRACTION
OF
ORIGINAL
PRICES. STANDARD
MAKES
used theatre Amplifiers, Operadio, Webster, Radiart, Mellaphone, RCA, from $19.50.
Soundheads for Powers, Simplex, $15.00 4-17
up.
S.O.S., 636-BN Eleventh Ave., New York.

NOTHING
LIKE
GOOD
BRING THEM
IN. USED

HAND

DRYING

FOR SALE CHEAP — Small blower cooling system including motor. Suitable for
theatre up to 400 seats. Manager R. & R.
Angelo,

REDUCE YOUR TOWEL EXPENSE— We
offer singly or in lots 22 electric Sani-Dri
hand drying machines at less than half
original cost. First class condition. Will
demonstrate. 1550 Dierks Bldg., Kansas
City, Mo. HArrison 8450.
4-24

Texas.

4-17

NOW
available used ARCTIC NU-AIR
Blowers and Air Washers at low prices.
Give auditorium size and seating capacity.
Write U. S. Air Conditioning Corporation,
Northwestern Terminal, Minneapolis,
Minn.
5-8
;:

245, Com4-17

WANTED — Theatre for cash, California
territory. C. H. Gage, 318 Second Ave.,
Cal.

5-8

WANTED — To lease, rent, or buy motion picture theatre with or without equipment in town of 1,000 to 5,000 population.
B-812, Boxoffice, 4704 E. 9th St., Kansas
City, Mo.
4-17
WANTED — To rent or buy portable talking machine. Leon Kidwell, Allen, Okla. 4-17
WILL BUY OR LEASE Theatre, population 1,800 or over, no lemons. Must stand
investigation. All correspondence strictly
confidential. B-814, Boxoffice, 4704 E. 9th
St., Kansas City, Mo.
4-17

THEATRES
PAYING

FOR

THEATRE,

SALE

Illinois town,

ap-

proximately 500 seats, 12,000 draw. B-811,
Boxoffice, 4704 E. 9th St., Kansas City,
Mo.
5-8

POPCORN

FOR

SALE

FOR SALE — Fancy South American Yellow Popcorn, $7.00 to $8.00 per cwt. Give
us a trial order. Central States Seed Co.,
Manhattan, Kas.
4-24

EQUIPMENT

WANTED

WE'LL SWAP
WITH YOU. HIGHEST
PRICES FOR Simplex, Powers Projectors,
Arc Lamps, Rectifiers, Generators, Lenses,
Stocks Liquidated. Fast action. B-815,

Boxoffice, 4704 East 9th St., Kansas

City,

Mo.

4-17

HELP

WANTED

WANTED — Theatre manager, Kansas
town. State age, experience, married or
single, salary expected first letter. B-815,
Boxoffice, 4704 E. 9th St., Kansas City,
Mo.
4-17

READ

THIS

FOR

April 17, 1937.

POSITIONS
PLEASURE

AND

PROFIT. Richardson’s 5th Edition, Volume 3, with famous “Questions and Answers” index. Contains over 300 pages,
fully illustrated. Bargain at $1.95. S.O.S.,
636-BN Eleventh Ave., New York.
4-17
TAKE

THE

WORD

BOUGHT— THEY’RE

BOXOFFICE

anywhere;

MACHINES

BOOKS

San

LEASE

VENTILATING

BARGAINS — Reconditioning Arctic NuAIR blowers, noiseless drives, air washers.
Write for prices. Southern Air Conditioning Corp., 101 Walton. Atlanta. Ga. b2-27

Theatres,

OR

lenses,

et Machines and Choppers — Screens —
Lenses — Parts for All Machines. ASK US.

SOUND

Theatre

population 1,000 to 2,000. Box
frey, Minn.

Upland,

THEATRE
DIRECT

NEW

BUY

WANTED

EACH.

OF

THOSE

BARGAINS

WHO
AT

98c

Sloane’s “Motion Picture Projection” or Mancall's “Servicing Projection
Equipment.” Fully illustrated. Full of
facts, charts, technical help. Both books
$1.69. S.O.S., 636-BN Eleventh Ave., New
York.
4-17

WANTED

THEATRE
MANAGER — Now employed,
desires making change. B-802, Boxoffice,

4704 E. 9th St., Kansas
BUSINESS

City, Mo.

4-10

OPPORTUNITIES

WANTED — Partner or capital for onehalf interest in one of the best manufacturing and sales propositions in the United
States. High class product thoroughly developed, well established, with tremendous
demand in United States and foreign coun4-17
tries. Will require $25,000. B-809, Boxoffice, 4704 E. 9th St., Kansas City, Mo.

•Address
copy to BOXOFFICE,
4704 E. Ninth St., Kansas
City,
Forms
close Monday
noon
preceding
publication date.

Mo.

ADDED ATTRACTIONS THAT CLICK WITH
THE CUSTOMERS:
★ comfort— Hardly
cal relaxation has
VENIENCE— No
physical

a

less important
definite and

theatre can

than the picture itself, the spell of physi-

continuing

afford not to provide

(as well as the mental)

enjoyment

★ CHEERFULNESS — By the very nature
atre must inspire good
equipment

and

profit; but it must
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appeal
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do

so
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Property Modernization

than mere

with

industry

for the

picture the-

inadequate,
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inefficient

The essence
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it offers — entertainment.

we

leading elements

modern
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the

and

but the new

three

weeks

development —

that there is wholesale
the coun-

try, particularly in the larger cities where neighborhood exhibitors claim such policies are draining all the business possibilities from even the
biggest pictures before they get to their houses.
Their complaints having fallen on deaf
ears, several subsequent run exhibitors decided
to test a policy to counteract

the runs that were

extended beyond "reasonable" limit and to their
business detriment. Thus some second-run
houses became first-run, playing pictures for the
first time in their cities. In keeping with this
move,

the houses

process

went

through

in order that they might

a

renovation

compare

favor-

ably with the established first-run "palaces" and
raised their admission prices slightly above established second-run scales, yet 10 to 20 cents under
downtown first-run admissions.
The results in the first tryouts have
satisfactory.
product

But

supply.

here
Does
with

Meanwhile

the new

trend will

enters

proved

the question

the market

of

afford enough

”what-it-takes"

in story,

Ramfiage

K. Wheeler

from the current issue of "The March

of Time" is an infringement upon the Constitutional rights of free speech. It is a deliberate act
of partisanship by a politically-appointed and
politically-controlled censorship. Or shall we say
that it is mere
was

coincidence

nor is a Democrat, and
anti-New Deal?
Newsreels

the ground

begun.

of two

so widespread

product — enough

i

and

better picture attrac-

objection to it by exhibitors throughout

;I. H. GALLAGHER
Erector of Advertising
I 'Publication

runs

production

season, is being increased

The Kansas State Censor Board's action in
ordering deletion of dialogue by Senator Burton

that the Kansas

Senator

are exempt

Wheeler's

goverspeech

from censorship

on

that they are privileged to the same

rights of freedom of speech as newspapers. "The
March of Time" is a film presentation of current
events — a review of the news.

the "move-over" run — was not. This all may
have started innocently enough, but it now has

Editor

Theatre

and

trend was

Extended

lESSE SHLYEN
Managing Editor

' . odern

conditions

tions started rolling up phenomenal grosses,
even breaking the peak records of the 1929 boom
days, a new

G. FORMBY
Editor
A. L. FINESTONE

houses, too, benefited by the
business

the bigger

is in independent

Censor

is in

easier spending of the general public — that is,
at the outset of this new era of better times.

WM.

!

general

the answer

which, for this coming

of gasoline expense.
up

its hey-day. The public feels like spending again
and car expense and the higher admission price
mean little or nothing to those who want to see
pictures first run.

3M?HED

name and other values — to allow uninterrupted
continuation of these new first run situations?

Senator

Wheeler's

speech, charged

by the

Kansas board chairman with being "partisan
and biased," was similar to the talks he has been
delivering around the country and reported in
newspapers.

The press of the screen

is entitled

to the same rights as the news press — the Constitutional rights of free speech. Such action as
taken by the Kansas Censor Board is not in the
public interest but, rather, inspired by partisan
political interests.

It is a

reprehensible

that warns

of the narrow-mindedness

guide

censoring

some

bodies

and

action

that can

of the lengths

to which such political-mindedness can be
stretched. It is but a short step from action that
restricts freedom
screen
motion

of speech

in presentation

news events to similar actions
pictures of fictional character.
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LABOR GROUP GOES VERTICAL
IN UNION URIVE ON INDUSTRY
Exchange and Theatre
Move Is Proceeding
Under lATSE
New York — First official confirmation
that every employe group in the motion
picture industry not now organized will be
unionized by the International Alliance of
Theatrical Stage Employes and Moving
Picture Operators Union (lATSE), affiliated with the American Federation of Labor, was given to Boxoffice here this week.
In effect, the lATSE aims at a vertical
union, similar to those now being effected
ty John L. Lewis’ Committee for Industrial
Organization in the heavy industries.
Authority to Browne
The move resulted from a hastily called
session of the lATSE executive board in
Chicago last week when George Browne,
international president and a vice-president of the AFL, was given authority to
formulate rules and regulations governing
unionization of exchange employes, ushers,
ticket takers, cashiers and doormen. The
first step will be to issue charters to exchange employes in 31 key centers, Louis
Krouse, assistant to Browne, informed
Boxoffice.
Theatres After Exchanges
Theatre employes will be unionized after
the campaign among exchange staffs is
completed, Krouse said. The lATSE has
jurisdiction over laboratories and this division of the industry, in various sections of
the country, is now being more thoroughly unionized, though this depends on a request for a charter by the employes themselves, he added.
As to further unionization drives in
Hollywood studios and elsewhere in production, Krouse pointed out that this division
is organized virtually 100 per cent, indicating that there is no necessity for organization work in this direction.

Kansas Board Restores
"Time" Deletion

to President Roosevelt’s court reorganization plan, deleted from the current issue of the "March of Time”
subject by the Kansas board of review, have been restored. The three
members of the board, which had
voted for deletion on the ground

from

groups

of exchange

deemed

time

has

there

been

any

dispute

to a desire to “make sure’’ that they needed the lATSE’s support. Such being the
case, he said, charters have already been
issued to exchange employes’ local unions
in Boston, Philadelphia, New Haven, Cleveland, St. Louis, Detroit and Buffalo.
Now Gathering Data
said the lATSE is gathering information on theatre classifications and

would proceed with union drives “as soon
as we’re sure of our position.” It is still a
matter of conjecture with lATSE officials
as to whether theatre managers and theatre bookers will be included in theatre employes’ union, he declared.

6

comprising approximately 30 pictures previously released through United
Artists, together with the rights to about
80 unproduced books, plays and original
stories. Charles Moyer, for many years

by high justice department
One program, suggested
commerce

department

and

officials.
jointly by
Donald

the

Rich-

berg, former NRA administrate'', calls for
mandatory minimum wages and maximum
hours provisions and would revise the federal trade commission act to permit various
industries to operate under new fair trade
practices on a voluntary basis.

30

NO.

APR.
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22

advertising and publicity director for United Artists, will handle publicity for Jensen.
Lurie

. 3

Briefs

Revieiv
Eastern

Short

. 8

Edition

Exploitation
Feature

. 7

Flashes
Previews

Reviews

Subject

First Run

release through United Artists, Renowned Artists Corp. has been incorporated in Wilmington, Del., with a capitalization of $2,000,000. Financing for the new
organization is being supplied by a group
of west coast capitalists headed by Louis
Lurie of San Francisco. Lester Cowan, former executive secretary of the Academy
of Motion Picture Arts and Sciencs, will
be general manager.
Allied Arts Productions, Inc., chartered

in Albany, N. Y., plans to undertake the
production of feature-length film versions
of operas and short subjects with symphonic and classical scores. Deems Taylor, composer and music critic, will be
executive vice-president. Others associated
with the company are Arnold Genthe, portrait photographer; John D. Williams and
Theodore Benedek.

Reviews

Index

Hollywood

Edition

Eiigland

Changes

Edition

.27
.30
.47
.55

Mideast

Edition

.31

Central

Edition

.63

Midwest

Vague

Theatre Guild’s “Jane Eyre.” However, she
is already assembling a staff for the film
project with Harry Bernstein of the Theatre Guild as her business manager.

.26

Production

Southern

Plans

Less definite are the announced plans
of Katharine Hepburn to launch her own
motion picture company after making two
more pictures for RKO and appearing on
the New York stage next season in the

Reports

Selling Seats

New

.11
.23
.15
.25

One

with

Hepburn

Editorial
News

Finances

Formed for the purpose of financing
production units headed by John Ford, Tay
Garnett and Ronald Colman and others

Reg U. S. Pat. Office
CONTENTS

over the lATSE’s jurisdiction in the film
industry, Krouse said. He attributed
lethargy in organizing unskilled workers

Krouse

Corp.,

Washington — New Deal-sponsored wage
and hour legislation will probably be presented to Congress next month, it is indicated here, following extensive study o
several proposals.
The flood of legislative plans have been
narrowed to two or three, it was revealed

advisable.

At no

Artcinema Associates, Inc., of which Emil
C. Jensen has been elected president, has
purchased the assets of the Art Cinema

Wage-Hour Action
Near in Congress

em-

ployes have been received at lATSE headquarters in such large numbers recently,
Krouse said, that immediate action was

New York — The approach of a new selling season sees the announcement of four
new companies organized for the production of feature pictures.

Wheeler's comments were "partisan
a7id biased,” wired Governor Huxman
of their reconsideration. The cut provoked a nationwide storm of public
and press condemnation.

VOL.
Applications

Four New Firms
Plan Production

Topeka, Kas. — The remarks of Senator Burton K. Wheeler in opposition

Edition
Edition

.67
,75

Richey May

Quit

Detroit — Although admitting that he
had told his directors he was considering
resigning to accept a position outside the
industry, H. M. Richey, general manager of
the Michigan Allied unit, told Boxoffice
this week that reports he had quit were
premature.
BOXOFnCE

:: April 24, 1937.

NEWS BRiEFs jSights State Legislation
Allied to Formulate
Policy on Film Buying
Designating Milwaukee convention May
26-28 as a “buyers’ ” meeting, national exhibitor body invites 6,000 independent exhibitors.

Loew's 28"Week Net
Indicates Big Year
Profit for fiscal year of 1937 seen as at
least $13,000,000 in announcement of $8,606,130 for 28 weeks ended March 11, this
year. Similar period in 1936 returned
$5,033,038.

Two Union Groups Vie
in Kansas City Drive
lATSE into push for unionization of exchange employes after start by CIO organizers, with the former (APL affiliate)
drawing larger degree of numerical interest.

Would

Give Smaller

'
'Breakgive
olders
New bill before
Congress
also would
Stockh
labor voice in corporation reorganization
and repeal noted Sec. 77B of federal law.
Metro Ace Players May
Make Films in England
Associated Press reports Michael Balcon, former production chief, will produce
features starring big names with Metro
leasing British studio facilities.

New Gotham Spanish
Film Warfare Flares

Along Wagner Act Lines

Washington — While

stating as his opin-

ion that the Wagner labor act does not apply to theatres, Abram F. Myers, general
counsel and board chairman of Allied
States Ass’n, declares in the organization’s
current bulletin that “it is inevitable that
a movement will be initiated in many
states to enact bills similar to the Wagner
law in order that no form of employment
mayThere
escape.”
also is a probability, according to
Myers, that the administration “will try to
get employers not subject to the act to
conform to it voluntarily under a revised
Problems

Increased

NRA.”
In any event, Myers sees the problems
of the motion picture industry “greatly increased” by the recent decisions of the
supreme court validating the Wagner act
“by which pre-existing concepts as to the
powers of Congress under the commerce
clause of the Constitution, and as to the
powers of Congress and the states to enact social legislation, have been enlarged.”
Under these rulings, it is not far-fetched
“to speculate how far control over production can be exerted,” Myers said. “If
Congress can enforce collective bargaining
in the studios, can it also regulate what
goes into the pictures? Has the supreme
court paved the way for ‘unified regulation at the source,’ the dream of Canon
Chase? And to what extent, if at all.
would the states have to yield to the federal government in their regulation of pub-

lic exhibitions which incidentally imping':'
upon interstate commerce? . . . We are entering upon an era of experimentation and
Theatres

Not

Now

Affected

Discussing the immediate effects of the
change.”
decisions on the industry, the bulletin declares: “This much is clear: The Wagner
labor act applies to studios. It is highly
probable that the act also applies to the
exchanges. There is not much in the decisions to warrant the belief that the act
applies to retail stores or to the theatres.
The court laid down no general rule but
reserved the right to pass upon the peculiar facts of each case. The general counsel of Allied is of opinion that labor relations, wages, hours and working conditions
in the theatres are beyond the scope of
Congress, even under these broad interpreMyers warned of the probability that
union
organizers may seek to stretch the
tations.”
Wagner act to include theatres.

Home
New

Office Trio

York — Monogram’s

New

York,

Philadelphia and Washington exchanges
will be company-operated, Edward Golden,
general sales manager said, with representation in 16 other centers through franchise holders. Personnel for the three
eastern offices were to be named over the
weekend.

Catholic organization moves to prevent
exhibition of “Spain in Flames” at the
President Theatre in the Bronx.

Solon to Push Salary
Publicity Ban Hearing

North Carolinian appears before house
rules committee to insist on attention for
his bill repealing law compelling publicity
for incomes exceeding $15,000 annually.

D. W. Griffith Bids
in Studio Property

Attorneys for famed director seek assets
in receivership sale of rights to 21 silent
features and production lot.

ARE

you

WITH

SHARING
UNSEEN

YOUR

PARTNERS

TAKE
?

New Jersey Allied
Disowns a Measure
Bill recently introduced to divorce state
theatres from producers and distributors
not approved by exhibitor unit, says Sidney
Samuelson, president.

Universal Selects Coast
for Annual Sales Parleys

GENERAL

REGISTER

CORPORATION

1540 BROADWAY

NEW

YORK

National convention at Los Angeles Ambassador Hotel starting May 17 supplants
plans for series of regional meetings.
BOXOFnCE

:: April 24, 1031.
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"Understandings," Taxes
and Bans Plape Abroad
Aus-

the

by

York — Cancellation

New

trian government of a 25 per cent increase
in duties on motion pictures imported into
that country is the only ray of sunshine
recently to break through the heavy clouds
that surround American distributors’ operations abroad.
American film companies are finding it
increasingly difficult to do business in foreign countries, what with the so-called
“ideological bloc” on motion pictures effective between Germany, Italy and Japan,
a preferential film agreement between
Austria and Germany and an “understanding” on the banning of films between Italy
and China.
Among
barred
Woman

a

number

of

American

films

“Dodsworth,” “A
Three” and “Top

from Italy are
Rebels,” “These

Hat.” The German propaganda ministry’s
activities in censoring and banning American films are well known. More often than
not the reasons given are not clear and
seem far-fetched.
To Foster Domestic Industry
However, what is clear is that the
mounting restrictions against American
films in many sections of the world and
the hostile attitude shown particularly in
Europe

are aimed at Hollywood’s supremacy in motion picture production, with
the basic intent to foster domestic film in-

»

REVIEW

dustries and those of politically friendly
countries. Reciprocal trade agreements
among European countries are, of course, a
significant factor.
The Austrian action in eliminating the
tax increase on film imports removes a
serious restriction against American films.
The tax schedule was returned to its previous status after vigorous protest by
American distributing interests through
the United States embassy in Vienna. The
foreign department of the Motion Picture
Producers and Distributors of America
worked with U. S. government representatives in the matter.
Previous

Tax

Boost

The Austrian economics ministry boosted the tax rate approximately one-fourth
last February, one-half of the increase taking effect in March and the balance to
have been effective this month. The increase affected all countries except Gertreaty. many, with which Austria has a film

worthwhile

New

and

York — A

26 shorts

John

average

seat
ers.
NIGHT

moviegoer

all evening.

MUST

Boris

FALL

on

the

schedule

of

Karloff,

of his

Jean

cellently cast and

necessary
flawlessly

directed

merexpro-

duction is to enjoy the attention and attendance it merits. Robert Montgomery,
Rosalind Russell.
OH,

DOCTOR
(Univ) — A familiar story, freshened up and instilled with a modern zip,

this

is certain

to anemic
Horton.

gate

COMPLETE

to provide
receipts.

REVIEWS

pictures will appear
of BOXOFFICE.

8

a

zestful

Edward

other

story material. The administration hands down an average of ten

verdicts for each

working

day, Breen

said. The independent producers uniformly are submitting their material
and pictures to the PCA, he declared.
PCA

supervision over foreign production is handled by the Hays office in
New York.

Australian Visitor
New

York — Sir Victor

Wolfson,

head

of

the Motion Picture Producers and Distributors of Australia — known as “the Will
Hays” of the Antipodes — is in New York,
conferring informally with film executives
and department heads at the Hays office.
En route from Australia to the coronation,
he visited
land May in
4. Hollywood

and

sails for Eng-

has

of west coast production. Distribution will be divided between RKO,
will release ten features and the 26

and

Hoffman

Hoffman

which
Return

returned

tonic

Everett

on the above

in aii early issue

to Holseason’s
six fea-

shorts and another of 13 one-reel
shorts will be produced for RKO.
Five

More

on

Current

sports

Slate

Condor has renewed O’Brien’s contract
for an additional two years. In addition
to renewing Nagel’s acting contract for another season, it has signed him as a director for three years.
Of the 21 features contracted for by
Condor

for the current season, only five remain to be delivered. These will be completed prior to July 1, Snell announced.

ROGERS

MEMORIAL

Hollywood — The

Will

Otmer:
Proctor and Marsh
Sold and Installed by
U. S. Air Conditioning Sales
Corp., Oklahoma City, Oklahoma

will re-

tures starring George O’Brien and four
with another film star to be released
through RKO
and six pictures featuring
Conrad Nagel and eight Ken Maynard
starring vehicles to be distributed through
Grand National. A series of 13 musical

Rog-

if this

Breen, production code administrator, said here this week. This included books, novels, scripts and

features

season

lywood this week to start the new
activities. The program includes

(M-G-M)— Intensive

chandising will be

24

for the 1937-38

Hirliman,

Howard,

edge

produc-

announced by Condor Pictures following a week of conferences here between
Frank M. Snell, vice-president, and George
Hirliman and M. H. Hoffman, executives

Hirliman

NIGHT KEY (Univ) — There is enough action,
laughs, suspense and thrills in this to keep
the

industry’s

been

which

•

film.

York — The

tion code administration reported to
producers last year on 3,000 proposed
and finished pictures, Joseph I.

in charge

LET THEM
LIVE (Univ) — Potent possibilities
to succeed at the boxoiiice are innate in
this highly
Nan Grey.

New

CONDOR SCHEDULE
FOR 1937-38 READY

shorts, and Grand National,
lease 14 feature pictures.

FLASHES

Breen Reports Busy
PCA Year

SHORT
Rogers

READY
Memorial

Fund short, to be run in all theatres
throughout the United States the week of
April 30, has been completed here by
M-G-M.
Robert Taylor and Gary Cooper
head the all-star cast.

the BROADWAY

depends on

Kooler-Aire
The BROADWAY
brought a new conception of the
modern and beautiful in theatres to the people of
Muskogee. The owners selected Kooler-Aire because
of the convincing array of evidence that it delivers
dependable, low cost cooling anda ir conditioning.
Thousands of theatres all over America depend on
Kooler-Aire for efficient cooling and air conditioning. Kooler-Aire Systems are builtforany size theatre
— in any desired type — evaporative washed air, cold
water, and refrigeration. No matter
whether you are building a new
theatre, putting in a new
cooling system, or
one, — it will f IQ^
remodeling
your present

.

getaKooler- f
pay you to W
Aire Survey

of your theatre. Write for the
absorbingly interesting book
“Air Conditioning for the ModU. S. AIR CONDITIONING CORP.
ern
Theatre.”
2119
Kennedy St. N. E.
Minneapolis •
Minnesota
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Tve got my share of good pictures . . . and National Screen Service to take care of my screen
advertising with fresh, peppy, properly timed, up-to-the-minute screen broadcasts, flashing
the big news and the best news of my coming attractions. ★ Why

shouldn’t I feel good ! . . .

there’s always a couple of good lines I can lift right out of the trailer copy to help build my
selling campaign. ★ Give National Screen the names of your pictures and your playdates and
they do the rest and do it swell. ★ Sure I feel good . . . and so do more than 10,000 showmen
who have

♦ NATIONAL

SCREEN

SERVICE*

, ♦ . prize baby of the Industry !

Long Term Circuit Franchises Fading
as Uncle Sam's Ege Roves Over Trade

Newer Product Contracts
Mostly One-Year Deals;
Uncertainty Factor
New

York — Possible

intervention

MPTOA Radio Committee to Study Survey

by the

government under the anti-trust laws is
given by sales executives as one reason
for non-renewal of 10-year film franchises
which are expiring between major distributing companies and the large circuits.
For the time being it seems that longterm product contracts are a thing of the
past. Most of the agreements being made
are for one year, with some for two and
three years reported.
Conditions

a Cause

In addition to the danger of government
disapproval, the reasons given for shorter
pacts are unstable conditions in the industry and lack of a guarantee of continued satisfaction from an economic
standpoint.
The interest shown by the government
in industry affairs, particularly involving
product buys by the large circuits, makes
distribution executives believe that longterm agreements might be used as a
wedge for conspiracy and anti-monopoly
actions.
Grosses

Not

Constant

Also, it was explained, theatre grosses
in former years were constant as compared
with today’s uncertain conditions. But the
conclusive factor appears to be that both
parties to an extended franchise take definite risks as regards each other’s financial
structure years hence, as well as fluctuating trends in production costs and admissions.
Meanwhile, deals are in progress by
which Paramount and United Artists product will play the Loew circuit. Paramount’s 10-year franchise with Loew’s expires in August, and it is understood a renewal will not exceed three years. National
Theatres has closed one-year agreements
with 20th Century-Fox, Warner and RKO.
Last year National signed a two-year deal
with Paramount and a three-year franchise with M-G-M.

New York — Findings in the radio
survey published in Boxoffice last
week, showing that radio is helpful in
stimulating motion picture attendance among confirmed radio fans,
will be considered by the MPTOA
radio committee, along with other
data. In the poll, conducted by
Radio Guide, national fan magazine
of large circulation, it was indicated
that the motion picture habits of
habitual radio listeners have not been
affected and that they make it a
practice to see pictures featuring
radio stars. The MPTOA committee,
authorized to
factors in the
complained of
uled to hold
week.

Grand NatT Growth
Result of Planning
Kansas

and

City,

thoughtful

Chicago

—

Branding

Bank

Night

as

■‘definitely a lottery,” the Illinois supreme
court handed down an opinion last Friday,
April 16, upholding the city authorities of
Chicago in banning Bank Night, refusing
to restrain local authorities from interfering with the weekly cash drawings.
The ruling came on the appeal of the
Iris Theatre Corp„ Balaban & Katz, and
other Chicago theatre operators from the
adverse ruling made by Judge Niemeyer of
superior court some months ago.

10

Mo, — Care

in production

consideration

in selling

form the keystone of Grand National’s
policies and largely explain the rapid
progress by this company to an influential position in the international film field,
Edward Peskay, general sales manager, said
here Saturday on a brief stopover en route
to Hollywood.
Peskay cited the completed domestic setup wherein Grand National has established its own exchange system in most
distribution centers. He pointed to outlet
deals recently closed in European and
Asiatic countries and spoke with enthusiasm of the record established by the
Canadian

releasing group since its establishment lately.

Finney

ILLINOIS HIGH COURT
OUTLAWS BANK NIGHT

investigate “harmful"
film-radio situation as
by exhibitors, is schedits first meeting next

Cites

Studio

Pace

With

Peskay was Edward Finney, producer of the Tex Ritter series for Grand
National and also director of advertising
and publicity for the company. Modern
action films with the proper amount of
music and keyed to the public demand for
plausibility of plot and meat of story constitute the aims of this important contribution to the Grand National program, he
said.
Finney pointed to six pictures now in
production at the studios and emphasized
the rapid preparation of films to follow
this concentration of activity without a
break.
The making of pictures that will stand
(Continued on page 30)

VARIETY CLUBS MEET
NEXT IN CINCINNATI
Omaha — The

unanimous

reelection of the

entire slate of officers and the decision to
meet in Cincinnati next year were the
chief accomplishments of the Variety Clubs
of America at its third annual convention
April 17-18, at the Hotel Fontenelle. A
mammoth stage show with George Jessel as
master of ceremonies climaxed the event
following a $10-a-plate stag dinner. Although the list showed only 147 officially
registered, there were approximately 600
who packed in for the funfest.
Those who will continue to head Variety’s national affairs for the forthcoming year are John H. Harris, Pittsburgh,
chief barker: Duke Clark, Columbus, O.,
first assistant chief barker; J. J. Maloney,
Pittsburgh, second assistant chief barker;
James Balmer, Pittsburgh, dough guy;
Prank Drew, Cleveland, property master.
The official canvassmen will be announced
at a later date.

WANTED
IN 48 STATES
ATTENTION, ALL MANAGERS
One 5-lb. Drum of the modern
ODORLESS
disinfectant and
Odor-Eliminator, X-ODE, will
prove to you why our mail shows
it is wanted by theatres in 48
states . . . why managers say

they will never be without it.
So why

not accept this offer now:

5-lb. Drum of X-ODE
(List, $7.50. Makes from 80 to
100 gallons of solution)

Delivered

to you

Satisfaction Guaranteed,

EXTRA
on

orders

. . .

or Money

Refunded

DISCOUNT
received

within

20

days of date of this issue with
this advertisement attached to
the order.

PRODUCTS, Inc. °

Exclusive

National

Distributors

BOXOmCE

of X-
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THE SHOW EVENT THE
WORLD AWAITS !... a new

HE GERSHWINS
/ROTE THEM . . .
HE WORLD
IS
INGING THEM:
31ap That Bass” — 'Tve
ot Beginner's Luck”
-"They All Laughed”—
Let's Call The Whole
ling off" — "They Can't
ike That Away” — "Shall
^e Dance.”

Astaire-Rogers show! . . . Rhythm’s
grandest gift to the screen! . . . Fred and

j

Ginger on roller skates ... in an exciting
new world of gay delights . . . ten times

j
<

more

thrilling than

ever ... in the show

that tops their own

highest

peaks!

FRED ASTAIRE
GINGER ROGERS
SHULWEDUHX
with

EDWARD

EVERETT

JEROME

COWAN

WILLIAM

BRISBANE

HORTON
★

★ ERIC

KETTI

and HARRIET

Music by GEORGE GERSHWIN
Directed by Mark Sandrich *

BLORE

GALLIAN
HOCTOR

★ Lyrics by IRA GERSHWIN
Pandro S. Berman Production

k K o
RADIO

V

DIVORCE" MEASURE NOT ALLIED'S
Circuits Pledge
Rogers Support
New

York — Twenty

independent

cir-

cuits in the metropolitan area have pledged
support in the drive for the Will Rogers
Memorial Fund, in addition to Paramount,
Warner’s, Loew’s, RKO and National Theatres which have already announced they
are behind the campaign 100 per cent.
Among them are Brandt Theatres, Cinema
circuit, Cocalis Enterprises, Harris Theatrical Enterprises, Harry K. Hecht circuit,
Jayem Management Corp., Randforce
Amusement Corp.; Rapf, Ruden and Lederer; Belle Theatres, Rosenblatt-Welt
Theatres, Skouras Theatres Corp. and the
William Yoost circuit. Collections will be
made in the theatres the week of April
William A. Scully, M-G-M district manager, who is the local zone manager for
the drive, is also receiving pledges of support from independent houses in this district. Among these theatres are the Embassy, Trans-Lux, Stadium and Bluebird
in Manhattan; the Oakland, Warwick,
Daly, Congress, Metro, Art, Tiffany and
Star in the Bronx, and the Cameo in
Yonkers.
Among the New Jersey houses are the
Rivoli, Belmar; Queen Anne, Bogota:
Strand, Parmingdale; Rialto, Paterson,
Didsbury, Walden; Regent, Kearney; Rivoli, Rutherford; Palace, Netcong; Franklin, Nutley; Maplewood, Maplev/ood; Ritz,
Garfield; Colonial, Pompton Lakes; Rialto,
Westfield, Rivoli, West New York; Lyric,
Stanley and Station, Newark; Greenwood,
Stacey, Strand, Princess, Rialto and Bijou,
Trenton.

Shumaker
New

York— E.

Re-Elected
E.

Shumaker

was

re-

elected president of Erpi Picture Consultants at the annual board meeting this
week. At the same time Charles Olajos
was elected assistant treasurer and John
McGilvray assistant secretary.

No Definite Paramount
Action Seen Yet
New

York-— Possibility

case by Paramount

of a

test

attorneys on the

constitutionality of North Dakota’s
recently enacted theatre “divorcement” law is remote at this time.
While it appears a foregone conclusion that some action will be taken
to restrain the state from enforcing
the Allied- sponsored bill, the only one
of eight that has been made a law,
no steps will be taken until a watertight case is prepared.
“There may be an attack,” Louis
I. Phillips, Paramount’s chief counsel,
said, “but for the present we have
7iot formulated a definite policy of
pursuit, nor have we determined what
method it will embrace.” Phillips’
reference was to whether the test case
would be brought in a state or federal court.

TWO

ASK NATIONAL
ROGERS MEMORIAL

Washington,

D.

C. — Senators

Thomas

and Lee, Oklahoma Democrats, have asked
Congress for a $500,000 appropriation for
construction of a memorial to Will Rogers. They offered a bill providing for a
Will Rogers Memorial Commission to be
appointed by the president. This board
would cooperate with the state of Oklahoma W’ill Rogers Memorial Commission
in constructing a memorial on a site to be
donated by Mrs. Will Rogers. The $500,000 would be expended only if an equal
amount was provided by other public and
private donors.
The Will Rogers Memorial Fund, sponsored by the motion picture industry for
the maintenance of the memorial hospital
at Saranac Lake, N. Y., has no connection
with the new movement.
AUGMENT
Albany— The

ANTI-LOTTERY
senate

has passed

BILL
and sent

to the assembly the Esquirol bill to include in prohibition against lotteries Chinese lottery policies and use of symbols.
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New

New

Jersey Measure Has
SlightPassage
Chance of
York— Out

of

the

deep

mystery

relative to the “who-done-it” element surrounding the introduction of a bill in the
New Jersey assembly to split theatre exhibition from production-distribution, one
thing emerges clear. There will be no
“divorcement” bill passed at this session.
This was emphasized this week when
Allied of New Jersey, National Allied and
its “special defense committee” repudiated
the “ringer.” Assemblyman Edison
Hedges of Mays Landing, Atlantic county,
says he introduced the measure at the request of exhibitors who “had complained
against Warner.” One report has it that
an independent exhibitor of Camden got
Hedges to throw the bill in the hopper.
He didn’t like his circuit opposition, the
story goes. Hedges is a lawyer.
Is Surprise

Maneuver

A usually reliable source in the film
business sticks to this version: A prominent Allied of New Jersey leader, who may
be a member of the “special defense committee,” got the bill drafted and brought
it down to Trenton, the capital, for
to take a gander, without, however, making any specific request that it be introduced. Hedges was merely to give his
opinion on the draft. The Assemblyman,
however, got the bill by the watchdogs and
when certain Allied men began tearing
their hair, he explained that nothing could
be done about it. It was a fait accompli
The act took practically everyone by
surprise, including A1 Steffes, chairman of
National Allied’s “special defense committee.” New Jersey, in fact, is known to be on
“friendly” terms with Warner, the dominant circuit in the state.
The New Jersey bill doesn’t stand a
chance, however, since the legislature is
in its last inning and is concerned with
more immediately important matters.
Allied

Issues

Denial

This week Sidney E. Samuelson of Newton, member of Allied’s “special defense
committee,” issued this statement on behalf of A1 Steffes of Minneapolis:
“In order that there may be no misun(Continued on bage 21)
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Varietij of Bills Yet
Before Law Bodies
New

York — Industry

observers

here this

week saw two theatre "divorcement” bills
headed for oblivion with announcement
that Ohio and Minnesota legislatures would
adjourn before the end of April. The
Ohio bill has had one hearing but has not
as yet been reported out of committee.
Still pending in Ohio are bills that would
increase censorship fees from $3 to $5
and another from $3 to $20, and a measure
that provides for two operators in a booth.
A bill that would impose a tax of two cents
on each foot of film has been defeated, as
has one that would repeal the censorship
of newsreels. A seven per cent admission
tax, beginning with 25 cents, has been
tabled.
Maryland,

which

adjourned

April 6, has

called a special session to raise new revenue. It was to have convened April 22.
Illinois has been presented with a bill
that would exclude children from theatres
after certain hours. Children under 14
years of age would not be permitted to enter a theatre after 9 p. m. or be permitted
to remain after 10 p. m. if entrance was
gained prior to 9 p. m.
Gov. Richard C. McMullen of Delaware
this week signed the bill exempting from
taxation

for a period of 15 years the properties of film producing companies locating in the state on or after July 1.

Of the 18 bills applying to the film industry in Indiana only one was made law,
a bill imposing a two per cent sales tax
embracing theatre admissions.
A chain store tax bill for Missouri has
been recommended for passage by the
house committee on revenue and taxation.
The measure includes theatre circuits and
staggers the tax for circuits with two theatres at $25 to a high of $200 on chains
with 25 or more units.
An anti-marathon bill has passed both
houses in Oklahoma, which is expected to
adjourn within two weeks.
Under a bill introduced in the Pennsylvania house, towns would be allowed to
hold referendums on Sunday shows every
two years instead of every five years as
under the present law.
Colorado’s house has passed a bill
tablishing minimum wages for women
minors. Both houses have passed a
banning marathons and one legalizing
racing. The latter has gone
nor for his signature.

esand
bill
dog

to the gover-

Alperson Will Use W. E.
Hollywood — Edward L. Alperson, president of Grand National, has signed a longterm contract with General Service studios
to use Western Electric sound recording
for Grand National productions
ready contracted by RCA, under
producer agreements.
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not alexisting

Local Board's Flop May
Bring "Cop" Calls

New York — Having nowhere in
the industry to get their complaints
and grievances heard and adjusted,
exasperated exhibitors inevitably will
turn to state legislatures and to
Congress

for relief, the bulletin distributed Wednesday to members of
the Motion Picture Theatre Owners
of America contended.
Such course, the bulletin admitted,
“may

not be very smart, but it is inevitable, and the exhibitor can hardly

BROADWAY
JACOBS, president of
^R. THORNWELL
Oglethorpe University, Atlanta, is planning to construct a stainless steel crypt
containing mementoes of present civilization, to be opened in the year 8113, as a
means of meeting our “archaeological duty
to our successors.” There will be copies of
present-d a y
encyclopedias, newspapers,
magazines and models of homes, autos and
buildings and motion picture films. This
last phase will undoubtedly let loose a flood
of suggestions from exhibitors.
With the wayfarers: Gus J. Schaefer,
division manager in Central Europe for
Paramount, sailed into town with the
startling news that in the last year but
two theatres were opened in his territory.
Both are in Rumania. After visiting his
family in Boston he’ll get down to business
with George Weltner . . . Clifford E. Almy,
manager in the Philippines for Warner, is
here for a vacation . . . Clifford W. Smith,
assistant export manager for Erpi, is en
route to Central and South America on an

be blamed under the circumstances.’
Conceding that six of the ten points
in the MPTOA
trade practice program depend upon establishment of
local conciliation boards, and that

inspection tour . . . Martin J. Lewis, general manager for Metropolis Pictures, is

final

Sissy stuff: There’s a liquorless night
club coming up on the site of Healy’s old
cabaret. Nothing stronger than pop, ginger ale or beer . . . Ice cream, cake and
punch were served to 100 editors of junior
and high school newspapers when the
Mauch twins invited them to a screening of

responsibility rests with distributors, the bulletin criticizes major distributors for not taking the
lead in setting up machinery for their
operation. Such failure may result in
a wave

of anti-trust suits and demands for state and federal restrictive and regulatory legislation, the
bulletm holds.

hitting

the country’s

of “The

“The

Prince

and

Diamond

"p

■

■

n

If

bpam in rlames
Faces Controversy

New

York — Controversy

over

showings

of the film “Spain in Flames,” flared anew this week when Edward J. Shea, district deputy of the Bronx County Knights
of Columbus, moved to prevent exhibition
of the film at the President Theatre in the
Bronx, N. Y. The film is a compilation
of newsreel shots of the Spanish civil war
made by Spanish Loyalist and Russian
cameramen.
It is being attacked by the Catholic organization as radical. The Amkino Corp.,
distributor

of the film, and

the Soviet gov-

ernment’s official film outlet here, has
stoutly maintained that as long as the picture does not incite to riot and does not
precipitate an “action to overthrow the
United States government” it should be
left alone. Further, Amkino officials state
that they will not recognize any censorin'?
body other than the state, and since New
York’s

censor laws do not embrace newsreels they feel free to accept bookings.

The film has been barred in Ohio and
Pennsylvania but efforts are being made
by the North American Committee to Aid
Spanish Democracy, the American League
Against War and Fascism and other groups
to have the bans lifted.

key

spots in behalf

Golem.”

the Pauper.”

diary:

Joe

Freiberg

and

Al

Schwartz, last year’s manager and captain, respectively , of the Columbian baseball team, have been reelected for the coming season. About 30 men answered the
call for candidates ... A squad of about 50
Skouras employes went through their first
workout in Central Park this week under
direction

of Burt

Hoffman,

player-man-

ager who piloted last year’s team
final playoff with RKO.

to the

Dave Gould, M-G-M’s dance director,
culminated a four-day romance with Mitzi
Hay.nes of “Behind Red Lights” and the
Hollywood Restaurant, by taking a plane
out of Newark late last week for Albuquerque, N. M., where they were married on
Sunday.

Cementing

good

will: Mrs. Isabel Turner

of Warner’s addressed the Women’s Forum
meeting at the Hotel Roosevelt on “Motion
Pictures as an Educational Factor.” . . .
Hal Hode of Columbia goes before three
women’s
next

groups

week

in Manhattan

in behalf

of “Lost

and

Queens

Horizon.”

Jake Lubin of Loew’s and Jack Pearl,
who have been keeping each other company at the Hospital for Joint Diseases,
have abandoned the place . . . C. C. Moskowitz has returned from a Florida vacation . . . Al Lichtman made a quick hop to
Philadelphia

Monday

night

for the

first

roadshow engagement of “Captains Courageous” at the Opera House . . . Barney
Balaban is tentatively set to sail for England April 28 . . . George
(Continued on page
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ACHIEVEMENT

EASTMAN

announces

two

new

duplicating materials... Eastman
Grain Duplicating

superFine-

Negative and Positive

Films. They lead to duplicates aetually indistinguishable from originals, and at last
provide the industry with the eomplete
answer to a highly important photographic
problem.

Eastman

Kodak

Company,

Rochester, N. Y. (J. E. Brulatour, Ine., Distributors, Fort Lee, Chieago, Hollywood.)

EASTMAN

Fine-Grain

DUPLICATING

FILMS
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ELECTION OF ROLAN
AMPA HEAD SLATED
New York — Ralph Rolan, vice-president
of March of Time in charge of advertising, is slated for election as president of
Associated Motion
Picture
Advertis^ers next Thursday.
Rolan heads the
official slate. He will
succeed Gordon
S.
White, who has piloted the organization
two years. Other
nominees, also virtually sure of election
unless they withdraw,
are: Vice-president,
Paul Lazarus jr.; Paul
Benjamin, treasurer;
secretary: directors.
Lester Thompson,
White, Mort Blumenstock, Rutgers Neilson,
Ralph

Kenneth O’Brien.
AMPA Awards at Installation

The

new

officers

will be

installed

at

Ampa’s dinner at the Hotel New Yorker
next Saturday night. At the same function awards will be presented to the winners in Ampa’s
competition.

second

annual

advertising

Every major company has submitted
entries, and outstanding examples of the
film industry’s advertising will go on exhibition April 26 to 30 in Loew’s State
Theatre Bldg. Awards will be made for
the “bests” in posters, advertisements to
the trade, advertisements directed to the
public and pressbooks.

New York — A story in last week's
Eastern edition of Boxoffice referred to American Tobis Corp. as a
"subsidiary of German Tobis.” American Tobis Corp. is wholly owned by
Holland interests. The company always has been a 100 per cent owned
Holland concern and its stock is
owned by Intertobis of Amsterdam,
Holland, Joseph Steiner, sales manager of American Tobis, said this
week. The head office of the company is Internationale Tobis, Amsterdam, Holland.

Loew's Reaches New
High in Earnings
New York — Loew’s, Inc., for 28 weeks
ended March 11, 1937, this week reported
net profit of $8,606,130. compared with
$5,033,038 for the similar 1936 period.
This is one of the largest 28-weeks earnings in the history of the company. On
the basis of this showing Wall St. sources
estimate a net profit for the current fiscal
year of at least $13,000,000.
The increase in earnings is in line with
a similar trend among a majority of the
principal motion picture producing-distributing companies. The Loew report is
consolidated, making no distinction between revenue from the Loew chain of theatres and from film distribution.
The company’s comparative earning
statement, as released Monday by David

ORPHEUM CIRCUIT
REPORTS LOSS DENT
New York — Recent heavy losses of the
Orpheum circuit have been reduced considerably with the report of Marcus Heiman, trustee, showing a loss of $57,679 for
the

company’s 13 wholly-owned subsidiaries for the 47- week period ending Nov.
21, 1936. The figure compares with a loss
of $275,786 for 1935 and a loss of $391,715
for 1934.
Gross income for the period was $3,189,150; operating expenses $2,684,626 and
net income $504,524. The loss for the
period does not include dividends of $50,400 from the Saenger Theatre Corp. and
$12,500 from the Colorado Orpheum Corp.
Profit

of $27,769 was shown by Champaign Orpheum; Junior Orpheum, Los
Angeles, $19,578; Junior Orpheum, San
Francisco, $91,117; Des Moines Consolidated Theatres, $270; St. Paul Theatres
Co.. $20,785; Orpheum Circuit Booking Co.,
$6,013; RKO Western Vaudeville Exchange,
$944, and Excelsior Collection Agency, $14.
The

following losses were reported: Chicago Orpheum, $69,810; Kansas City Junior Orpheum, $76,384; Orpheum Theatre &
Realty Co., $27,223; Hennepin Ave. Theatre
& Realty Co., $44,330, and Orpheum Theatrical Co., $6,424.
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Bernstein,
follows:

vice-president

and

treasurer,

28 Weeks
Ended
' 'ornpany’s

share

operating

Mar.

11. ’37

28 Weeks
Ended
Mar.

profit after
subsidiaries’ $12,390,097
lireferred
dividends
Depreciation

and

Taxes

Company’s .share net
I»rofit
Per share — Preferred
sto(k
Per share — Average
common
stock
*Without

provision

. .

$ 8,606,130*

for

12. ’36

$7,878,998

3,783,967*

2,845,960

$5,033,038

$62.95

$36.81

$ 5.26

$ 3.04

surtaxes

on

RKO

NAME

Rolan

Edward Finney, “Hap” Hadley; trustee for
three years, Vincent Trotta; auditing committee, Paul Gulick, chairman, Herbert S.
Berg,

UNIVERSAL,

Tobis Is Dutch Firm,
Not German

undistributed

profits.

Convention Registrants
Omaha — Those who registered from the
Eastern territory at the third annual convention of the Variety Clubs of America
at the Hotel Fontenelle here April 17-18
are as follows: Guy Wonders, Washington,
D. C.; Jacob Lavene, Buffalo, N. Y.; and
Leonard Schlesinger and Earle Sweigert,
both of Philadelphia.

COLUMBIA LIFTS ' GLOBE OPTION
New York — Columbia Pictures has taken
up the option on Harry Brandt’s Globe
Theatre, where “Lost Horizon” has been
playing for eight weeks, which will give
the picture several more weeks on Broadway at two-a-day.

MEET

DATES

Los Angeles — Final decision to hold the
Universal annual sales convention at the
Ambassador Hotel here starting May 17
was

arrived

at on Tuesday

after two weeks

of indecision during which plans
gional sales meets were discussed.
Home

office executives

in New

for re-

York

will

attend as well as the company’s district
managers, exchange managers and the entire sales force. The delegations will arrive in Los Angeles May 16.
Universal is the fifth company to definitely select Los Angeles for its national
sales meet, the others being M-G-M, 20th
Century-Fox, Paramount and Grand National. United Artists and GB will hold
regional meetings here and RKO-Radio
has tentatively picked the west coast for
a June convention.
Monogram
More

than

to Chicago

100 persons, including

W. Ray

Johnston, president; J. A. Sisto, underwriter of the Monogram stock subscription; Sol A. Rosenblatt, counsel and member of the board of directors; home office
executives and branch representatives, are
scheduled to attend Monogram’s annual
convention May 7 and 8 at the Drake
Hotel, Chicago.
Special
to “The
will
leave cars
Newattached
York on
May

Wolverine”
5, stop at

Albany to pick up Steve Broidy, manager
of the Boston branch, and the salesmen
from that office and make a second stop
at Detroit where Sam Decker, William
Hurlbut

and the
change will board

Branch

salesmen of
the train.

Managers

Will

that

ex-

Attend

Others attending the sessions in Chicago will 'oe Edward A. Golden, general
sales manager; Scott R. Dunlap, vicepresident in charge of production; Norton
V. Ritchey, manager of the export department; Herschel Stuart, treasurer; Louis
Lifton, advertising and publicity director;
J. S. Harrington, transportation manager;
J. P. Friedhoff, comptroller. Also the following branch representatives: Howard
Stubbins, Ray Olmstead, Los Angeles; Ed
Blumenthal, Dallas; Nate Schultz, Cleveland; George Blumenthal, San Francisco;
Carr Scott, Oklahoma City; N. L. Norris,
William P. Humston and Lester Durland,
Kansas City; Charles Trampe, Milwaukee;
A. M. Goldstein, Seattle; Lon T. Fidler,
Denver; John W. Mangham, Atlanta; D.
J. Selznick, Pittsburgh; Henri Elman, Chicago; Carl Harthill, Indianapolis; F. E.
Judd, Des Moines; L. O. Ringler, Omaha,
and William Onie, Cincinnati.
RKO will hold its sixth annual convention at the Ambassador Hotel, Lok. Angeles, June 16-8.

"Courageous" for Astor
New York — “Captains Courageous,” the
M-G-M
feature co-starring Freddie Bartholomew and Spencer Tracy, opens a
two-a-day

run

at the Astor

on May 11, following
“The Good Earth.”
BOXOFFICE

Theatre
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100 TELEVISION SETS IN
METROPOLITAN AREA

BROADWAY
Strip-Teaser Interest
Worries Catholics

(Continued

LiCOtl

New York — The Cutholic
of Decency plans to increase
and
ilance now that Gypsy Rose
s
dancer
uic
'^nu
tease~
other strip
s.
are to
Miss LeePicture
will not strip in
Century-Fox’s "You Can’t Have
Everything ,’’ and while Ada Leonard,
another exponent of the strip tease,
will be handled discreetly in RKO’s
forthcoming musical. Catholic leaders are frankly worried over the sudden wave of interest by major producers in burlesque headliners.

HOLD

LEITSTEIN ON
CONTEMPT CHARGE

Camden, N. J. — Herbert Leitstein, secretary to William Fox, former film magnate, has been held in criminal contempt
of court by Federal Judge John Boyd Avis
here, sentence to be imposed later. Leitstein was cited because of his refusal to
answer

questions before a referee in bankruptcy and for not permitting attorneys

to examine Fox’s records and books.
A further postponement in the

ques-

tioning of witnesses in Fox’s $9,535,000
bankruptcy hearing in Atlantic City has
been

announced by Robert E. Steedle, referee, with a tentative date for resumption of questioning now set for May 4.

FILMS
PLANS 3-REELER

New York — The recently-formed Frontier Films, inaugurated by a group of writ-

to

ers and cinema technicians as a "nonprofit motion picture organization devoted
the production of realistic films of

page
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Mead, sales manager for General Register
Corp., put out on the Berengaria last week
for three weeks of England.
Under the column-wise eye of P. A.
Monte Proser, real estate owners and night
club proprietors

of West

52nd

St. got to-

gether at Tony’s and elected officers and
a board of directors of the newly-formed
“ Fifty -Secojid Street Ass’n.” The purpose
is "to perpetuate the glory of ‘Swing
Street’.’’ Just between us, Walter Wanger
is making a picture to be called "FiftySecond St.’’ It’ll be based on the goingson around West 52nd St.
The expansion program of Cosmopoltian
Studios has brought new talent to the staff.
They are Harry Wayne, Frank Crystal and
Phil Fidelman . . . Reg Wilson, GB special
sales representative, is en route frohi Dallas
. . . Jimmy Campbell, in charge of music
for GB, is in Hollywood lining up new
song-writing
Madeleine

talent.
White,

secretary

to W.

Ray

Johnston, is an aunt again. It’s brother
Eddie's second hopeful . . . Gertrude Dimmerman has left the Allied of Neiv Jersey
office to take a position with
Reports . . . Manuel Argyres

Harrison’s
has been

made assistant at Skouras’ Roosevelt,
Flushing, L. I. . . . The Filmarte continues
its international policy with "Redes,”
Mexican film . . . Oscar Blum of the Warner pressbook department became an uncle
last week.
Mr.

FRONTIER

from

and Mrs. Stanley Schwartz, prominent in Kansas City exhibitor circles, were

visitors this week . . . Sharpshooter George P. Skouras captured first
honors in the skeet event at 100 targets
held at the Westchester Country Club. In
the handicap 50-target test he came in
fourth . . . Alfred Weiss, president of Consolidated Theatre Supply Co., and Mrs. W.
are vacation-bound
cania.
The

Ross

aboard

Federal

the S. S. Vul-

Service,

by

xoay

of

celebrating its seventh anniversary, gathered a van load of its executives and tossed

with a three-reel film dramatizing the
problem of child labor.
Associated in Frontier Films are, among
others, Paul Strand, Leo Hurwitz and

them

into the Hotel Algonquin. The proceedings were topped off by putting Harry

Ralph

Ross

hi the

That

collaborated

on the Re-

settlement Administration film, “The
Broke the Plains.”

Plow

Protest Paramount Film
Panama, Republic of Panama — The Lions
Club here has protested that the Paramount picture, “Swing High, Swing Low,”
is derogatory to Panama and offensive to
Panamanians. The organization plans to
present a memorandum
to the Foreign
Minister here requesting that the showing
of all Paramount pictures be banned until
“Swing

High,

Swing

Low”

toastmaster’s

chair.

Local Color: Bob Weitman, manager
of the Paramount, might easily be in a
quandary. Consider his plight: One of his
ushers picked up a 290-diamond bracelet
while cleaning, took it home, pondered the
question and finally struck a bargain wfth
a

pawnbroker. He’d accept $5. The astonished three-ball man, mentally calculating its worth at $5,000 whilst thumbing

a few sheafs of the law, caused the usher’s
arrest. In the lineup it was decided that
finders aren’t keepers when
that big. But no one seems
trace the owner.

the jewelry’s
to be able to

is suppressed.
Among

RADIO

COMMITTEE

MEETS

New York — Walter Vincent, chairman
of the MPTOA
committee to study radio
competition with theatres, has called a
meeting of that group here Wednesday,
April 28.

14-B

York

—

Stating

that

there

are

at

meeting of the Atlantic Coast section o^
the SMPE at the RCA Photophone offices
here on Wednesday.
An audience of about 300 members o'
the society heard Dr. Zworykin describe,
with the aid of lantern slides, the differences in the general principle of operation of the two types of receiving instruments.

ROCKEFELLER CLAIMS
RKO REVAMP SNAG
New York — Demand that the $9,150,000
claim of Rockefeller Center against RKO
be removed from the general creditor classification featured first objections Thursday against the RKO reorganization plan
when hearings began before Special Master Alger. It is expected that numerous
other matters will have to be considered
before

the plan

goes to the court

for ap-

proval.
The hearings are expected to take about
two weeks, with Leo Spitz, RKO president,
and other officials scheduled to be called.

Gotham

American life,” is planning to start production at an eastern studio early in May

Steiner, who

New

present approximately 100 television receiving sets in the metropolitan area receiving
programs projected from the Empire State
Bldg, here and transmitted on a six meter
wave-length. Dr. V. K. Zworykin, director
of the Electronic Research Laboratory of
RCA Mfg. Co., delivered a paper on the
advances made in television at the monthly

those at the Philadelphia testimonial dinner to Edgar Moss, 20th Century-Fox district manager, were Al Lichtman, Earle Hammons, Harry Buxbaum,
Harry Thomas, Herman Gluckman, Joe
Lee and Jack Skirball. Moss drew a Cadillac car as a token of his friends’ esteem.
(Continued on page 20)

RKO "Subsids" Re-elect
New
pheum

York — Officers of Keith-Albee-Orand B. F. Keith Corp., subsidiaries

of RKO, were re-elected at directors’ meetings here Thursday. These include Leo
Spitz, as president and chairman of the
beard of both companies; Malcolm Kingsberg, representing the Meehan interests,
as vice-chairman, and Leon Goldberg
treasurer.

Consolidated Granted
Contract Rights
New

York — An arbitration
mittee headed by Ben Golden,

comlabor

conciliator for the film industry appointed by Mayor La Guardia, this
week found Consolidated Amusement
Enterprises entitled to all provisions
in the master contract recently effected between Local 306, lATSE, and
the Independent
Association.

Theatre

Owners

The controversy arose over Local
306’s contention that Consolidated
was not a member of the ITOA and
should, therefore, pay a higher wage
to operators

than

the ITOA

contract

calls for. Golden’s committee held
that Consolidated was a member of
the ITOA when the master
contract was negotiated.
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EXPLOITATION

ANALYZING

Each

COMING

PRODUCTIONS

FROM

THE

BOXOFFICE

ANGLE

Exploitation Preview Is Arranged Conveniently for Clipping and Filing for Future Reference.

VOGUES

OF 1938

— WANGER-UNITED

ARTISTS

The Cast: Joan Bennett. Warner Baxter, Helen Vinson, Mischa Auer,
Alan Mowbray,
Jerome
Cowan,
Alma
Kruger, Franklin Pangborri,
Dorothy McNulty, Polly Rowles, Libby Harben, Ida Volmer, Frances
Joyce, Ruth Martin. Producer: Walter Wanger. Director: Irving Cummings. Original: Sam and Bella Spewack. Screenplay: Sam and Bella
Spewack.

What it's about:
George Curson (Warner Baxter), head of a famous fashion
salon, helps Wendy (Joan Bennett) to escape from her loveless
society wedding and hires her as a model. On a subsequent
evening when he and his wife Mary (Helen Vinson) have quarreled, he and Wendy drown their sorrows together. Troubles
soon beset George’s path. Wendy’s rejected suitor seeks revenge
by opening a competition salon and stealing George’s exclusive
styles. Mary files suit for divorce. And with his big spring show
coming up George finds himself broke. With the aid of Wendy
and some costumes from a show he had once backed he puts
on his Vogues of 1938. Wendy models his gowns, wins all the
prizes and with the money they pay the legal fees for Mary’s
divorce and get married.
WHAT to do and HOW to do it:
The fact that this picture is filmed in Technicolor will enhance the style parade of fashions for women, which is the film’s
chief draw, around which most exploitation should be built. There
are unlimited possibilities for local tieups with dress shops, beauty
parlors, etc., aside from the many commercial tieups already
made by the company.
Warner Baxter, Joan Bennett and Helen Vinson handle the
romantic roles in the cast, with comedy support coming from that
fast-rising comedian, Mischa Auer. The quartette should be
given marquee billing, as well as the fact that it is a Technicolor
production.
Above the marquee place a dozen clothing store dummies or
cutout figures of pretty girls in stylish clothing, with each figure
holding one of the letters in the picture title.
MERCHANDISE

BARGAIN

DAY

Hold a gigantic merchandise bargain day, in a cooperative
tieup with the city’s well-known dress shops, and call it the
“Vogues of 1938” day, with the shops exhibiting the very latest
in styles at special prices.
Prominently cast as fashion mannequins in the film are the
12 “most photographed” models whose faces and figures have
graced American advertising. Using this as a selling angle, a
tieup can be arranged with a local portrait photographer, who
offers a special rate for sittings, and can be used as the basis
of a “Style Show” on the theatre stage, in which the 12 “most
photographed” girls in the city are used as models. Choose the
12 by popular vote, perhaps through a newspaper ballot, and tie
up with a local dress shop to furnish the gowns. Promote a cooperative ad with all local apparel shops on the idea.
STYLE

PARADE

An eye-catching “Style Parade” can be worked out as street
ballyhoo by tying up with a local dealer in some popular make
of automobile. Stage a street parade of his new car models,
suitably bannered, on the tops of which are reclining several
pretty girls in fashionable gowns.
Print mailing list heralds in fashionable type, supposedly invitations from the “House of Curson” to have patrons appear at
a new spring style show.
Adlines:
Here at Last
Glamorous Gowns

. . . the Most
Ever Created!

Gaspingly

Gorgeous

Display

The Picture With Everything ...
A
Whale
of
Story, and a Style Parade That Will Dazzle Your Eyes!
of

Filmed in
Magnificent

Technicolor
Costumes .

.
.

.
.

a

of

Cast,

With a Star-Studded Cast ...
and a Down-to-Earth
Romance!
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Glittering,

a

Gripping

an

Array

THE LEAGUE

OF FRIGHTENED

MEN

—COLUMBIA
The Cast: Walter Connolly. Lionel Stander, Irene Hervey, Allen Brook,
Eduardo Ciannelli, Walter Kingsford, Leonard Mudie, Kenneth Hunter.
Producer: Edward
Chodorov.
Director: Alfred E. Green.
Photog’rapher: Henry Freulich. Original: Rex Stout. Screenplay: Guy Endore, Eugene Solow.

What it's about:
Nero Wolfe (Walter Connolly), detective extraordinary, is
called in to solve the mysterious murders which have struck at a
group of college classmates. Suspicion points to Chapin (Eduardo
Ciannelli) who had been crippled for life by a hazing accident
perpetrated by the group when all were students, but Nero insists he is not guilty. Each day a new m.urder is committed and
each day threatening notes are sent to the remaining men. Working his way through a maze of clues, each of which points more
and more conclusively to the guilt of Chapin, Nero finally invites
the “league of frightened men” to his home. There he reveals
that Bowen (Walter Kingsford) is the killer, having stolen funds
entrusted to him by the men and then killed them to silence
their complaints.
WHAT

to do and

HOW

to do it:

This is the second in the series of Nero Wolfe mystery pictures, the title role in the first having been created by Edward
Arnold.
Build all advertising around the angle that here is a further adventure by the new master film detective.
Make an art lay-out for the lobby showing a group of men —
the “League of Frightened Men” — cowering under the menace of
the threat of death.
Work up a photo strip for the lobby, showing all the popular
movie detectives. Include in the list Philo Vance, Sherlock
Holmes, Nick Charles and others, mentioning Nero as the newest
addition to this group.
BOOK

STORES

GOOD

MEDIUMS

Arrange a book store tieup on the series of Nero Wolfe books
written by Rex Stout, paying particular attention to the book
of the same name from which this story is taken. Get a few
copies of the book for the center of a lobby display.
In the film, Nero is shown many times drinking his favorite
beverage, hot chocolate. Using this idea as the basis for an ad
tieup, show stills of Nero drinking it. Carry copy which will sell
a popular brand of chocolate. The selling angle might be this:
“Tf You Want to Find the Most Popular of All Hot Drinks- You
Needn’t Call in Detective Nero Wolfe, Just Ask Your Grocer for
a Can of Peter’s Swiss Chocolate.”
There are several stills available showing Lionel Stander and
Walter Connolly snapping pictures with a candid-camera. Use
several of these stills for an ad tieup with camera shops or with
magazine stands selling the popular candid-camera magazines.
Snipe the town with teasers which read: “What is the League
of Frightened

Men?”

CRIME

ARTICLE

SERIES

Get the police chief, or head of the Bureau of Investigation
to author a series of newspaper articles on the modern methods
of crime detection employed by police. Have him pick out several actual instances which are similar to some o? the happenings in this film, and comment on the efficiency of Wolfe as a
criminologist.
Run

a hidden message puzzle in one of the local papers, concealing a series of italicized words in the want ads of the paper,
which when searched out and put in their natural order, make
a plug for the film, or give a clue to their identity of the murderer.
In the March issue of Esquire, there is an article on the brutalities of hazing among college students, similar to the hazing
incident which resulted in the crippling of Ciannelli in the story.
Use tear sheets from the magazine for a lobby display, and get
the opinions of local students and educators on the merits and
objectionable phases of the practice.
Insert ads in the personal columns of the local papers which
announce a: “Meeting of the ‘League of Frightened Men’ at the
Rialto Theatre. Signed: Nero Wolfe.”
Use the same copy for handbills and throwaway sheets.
Adlines:
Nero Wolfe Again .
.
. Solving
Acting as Aide de Camp to Cupid.
Here
the

Death
Day.

Is Nero
Strikes

Wolfe’s
at

a

Biggest

Group

Case

Another

.

.

of Frightened
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Nero

.

.

Movie
Wolfe

.

and

Thrill.
Saves

TURN

OFF THE MOON

—PARAMOUNT
Tombes, EleaThe Cast: Charles Ruggles Marjorie Gateson, Andrew
Vincent, .Jolinny Downs, Grady Sutton, Ben Blue,
nure Whitney, Roma
Baker, Phil Harris. Producer: Fanchon
Constance Bergen, Kenny
Woolf. Director: Lewis Seiler. Original Story: Mildred Harrington.
Photographer: Ted Tetzlaff.

What

it's about:

Ellitoo Dinwiddy (Charles Ruggles), head of a large department store, is a firm believer in astrology. Consequently, although about to propose marriage to Myrtle Tweep (Marjorie
Gateson), his long-suffering secretary, he postpones the proposal
when Dr. Wakefield (Andrew Tombes), an astrologer, tells him
the propitious time to pop the question will be at 3:15 a. m. on
the following Sunday. Before he can marry, however, he must
bring the romance of another couple to a successful conclusion.
Dinwiddy immediately sets about pairing off Caroline Wilson
(Eleanore Whitney) and Terry Keith (Johnny Downs), a young
musician in the store. Complications arise when Truelove Spencer (Grady Sutton), Dinwiddy’s nephew, cuts in on Terry. Dinwiddy wins out by arranging a tete-a-tete between Caroline and
Terry in a “honeymoon” cottage in the store, proposes to Myrtle
and is accepted.

WHAT

to do and

HOW

to do it:

A comedy with music, this features Charlie Ruggles with a
new sweetheart, Marjorie Gateson, both of whom rate marquee
credits, with Johnny Downs, Eleanore Whitney and Phil Harris
and his orchestra also substantial draws.
Have the house artist construct a large papier-mache crescent moon to mount over the marquee. Set up a lighting system which flashes the moon on and off, and arrange the contrivance so that when the moon is not lighted, the picture title, in
cutout letters, can be read.
PLAY

ASTROLOGY

FAD

The astrology motif suggests that a man dressed as a swami
sit cross-legged in a booth in the foyer handing out cheap astrological charts to patrons. Have these charts printed in a fourpage folder, with the first half devoted to prophetic details in
connection with the month in which the picture is being shown.
The third page should contain a regular astrological chart giving
the characteristics of persons born during every month of the
year, and the last page reading: “If You Were Born in This
or Any Other Month, You’ll Be Sure to Enjoy the List of Attractions We Have Scheduled for the Next Two Months.”
Erect a large art layout over the entrance doors to the theatre, on a dark blue background resembling the sky at night.
Place Ruggles’ face as the moon, with the other players in the
picture as stars.
Take advertising on the radio pages of local newspapers,
stressing the fact that Phil Harris’ orchestra, and Kenny Baker,
famous to listeners of the Jack Benny program, both appear in
the film.
GOOD

MUSIC

TIEUPS

These two radio and musical personalities are also good bets
for tieups on sheet music and phonograph recordings with local
music stores, particularly the sheet music section of a local department store, as Johnny Downs portrays a young pianist working in a large department store.
Using stills from the picture, make a tieup with real estate
agents on the angle: “We have just the ‘Honeymoon Cottage’
you’ve been looking for.” Furniture stores also can be contacted
on displays of merchandise suitable for furnishing such a cottage.
Title tieups can be worked out with hardware stores on displays of Mazda electric light bulbs, placarded: “ ‘Turn Off the
Moon!’ Light up Your Home With Mazda Lamps!” or “Moonlight Can’t Be Beat if You’re in a Romantic Mood — But It Isn’t
Adequate to Light Your Home Properly. Install New Mazdas
Today and Protect Your Eyesight!”
Prepare throwaways as astrological charts similar to those
given away by swami in lobby.
Adlines:
a

He Studied the
Cloudy Night.

He Had
(iet Married

Stars

to Play Cnpid
Himself!

to

Learn

to Another

They Spent Their Honeymoon
Floor of a Department Store!
Wild Times in a
Musical Baugh Fest!

When

Department

in

St-ore
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Muffed

on

It on

He

Could

the

Third

Roar-a-Mlnute

AS GOOD

AS MARRIED

—UNIVERSAL
The Cast; John Boles, Doris Nolan, Walter Pidgeon, Tala Birell, Alan
Mowbray, Katherine Alexander. Esther Ralston, Ernest Cossart, Mary
Phillips, Dorothea Kent.
David Oliver, Harry Davenport.
Producer:
E. M. Asher. Director: Edward
Buzzell. Original Story; Norman
Krasna. Photography:
Merritt Gerstad.

What it's about:

Sylvia Parker (Doris Nolan) is secretary to Alexander Drew
(John Boles), an architect with a somewhat soiled reputation.
She is in love with him, and accepts his proposal of marriage,
which he suggests only to save himself excess income tax. It is
to be a marriage in name only. Drew throws a huge and rowdy
party, to which Sylvia goes escorted by Fraser James (Walter
Pidgeon). Drew makes such a spectacle of himself that Sylvia
leaves in disgust. Drew is frantic to find her, as she has opened
several charge accounts and run up large bills. When Sylvia,
however, walks in and tells him she will be glad to be free of
him. Drew realizes he loves her. Sylvia, however, has fled. Drew,
thinking she has run off with James, pursues and they are
reconciled.

WHAT

to do and HOW

to do it:

This romantic comedy-drama should find favor with patrons
who seek the lighter type of entertainment, with a cast headed
by John Boles and the new Universal discovery, Doris Nolan.
Bill these two as a new romantic team, and give supporting
credits to Walter Pidgeon and Tala Birell.
Sell the romantic angle in lobby displays through portraits
of Boles and Miss Nolan in affectionate poses.
Tie up with a jeweler on displays of engagement and wedding rings on the angle: “You may be ‘As Good as Married,”
but no wedding is complete unless he slips one of Brock’s latest
style wedding rings on your finger.”
Tieups on displays of cosmetics, perfumes, toothpaste, new
styles in women’s fashions and other articles are numerous. Make
them all on the line that: “If you’ve been waiting for him to propose, you’re ‘As Good as Married’ if you wear some Eau de Nuit
(or other product) tonight.”
Appeal to the men, also, on this angle through displays of
flowers, candy and jewelry: “Trying to Get Up Nerve Enough to
Pop the Question? Take Her Some Flowers Tonight and You’re
As Good as Married’ Right Now.”
NOVEL BALLYHOO
A novel and laughable ballyhoo stunt can be arranged by
planting a fake house detective, replete with badge and derby, in
the lobby of a local hotel. Have him stand about with a placard
on his back reading: “I’m looking for people who are ‘As Good
as Married.’ They don’t belong here — they should be at the
Blank Theatre.”
The picture’s title furnishes the basis for a public wedding
to be held on the stage of the theatre. Have local merchants
cooperate by furnishing clothing, flowers, etc., and send the
newly-married pair on a short honeymoon trip as your contribution.
The situation wherein Boles asks Miss Nolan to marry him
■’in name only,” merely so that he can save money on his income tax return, suggests an advertisement worded like a letter
to Beatrice Fairfax, in which the girl asks advice as to whether
she should marry him or not, although she really does love him.
CHANCE

FOR ECONOMY

ARGUMENT

Boles’ marriage as an economical measure provides material
for a newspaper contest for “Blank City Bachelors,” with entrants submitting lists of reasons why they don’t believe in the
old saying “Two Can Live as Cheaply as One.” Longest and funniest list receives prize.
Miss Nolan has posed for photographs beside Cord and
Duesenberg automobiles. These are available at your Universal
exchange, and can be used in a tieup with agencies selling these
automobiles if there is one in your locality.

A(dlines:
He

She Loved
Could Save
Secretary

Doesn’t

Him
.
Money
Marries

Realize

He

.

. So Much Tliat She
on His Income Tax!

Was

Boss

Commercial

Loves

She Married a Man
Better Than
Work!

to

She Was as Good
Live in . . . But No

.

Her
Who

.

.
.

.

Purely

for

.

He’s

Until

Didn’t

as Married
Husband!
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Brandt Nominated

FIRMS SHOW
EARLY-YEAR

Again for ITO Head
New York — For the fifth consecutive
year, Harry Brandt, head of the Brandt
circuit, has been nominated to succeed
himself as president of the Independent
Theatre Owners Association of Greater
New York. All other incumbents were
renominated at Wednesday’s meeting at the
Hotel Astor. They are Bernard Barr, first
vice-president; George J. Rudnick, second
vice-president; Maurice Brown, secretary,
and Leon Rosenblatt, treasurer.
The

new board of directors will comprise, besides Brandt, Maurice Fleischman,
chairman and Abe Leff, Louis Meyers, Leon
Rosenblatt, M. Jonas, Percy Brown, Samuel Rhonheimer, S. Traversi, Leo Brecher,
B. Pear, Irving Renner, Rudy Sanders,
David Weinstock, John Benas, Hyman
Rachmil, Jack Hattem, Otto Lederer, Stanley Lawton, Abraham Shenk, Bernard Barr,
M. Brown, and George Rudnick.

5% ADMISSION TAX
SUGGESTED IN MD.

PROFIT

New York — Consolidated net operating
profit of $2,067,598, after normal federal
income tax, for the 13 weeks ended March
27 was reported at the annual meeting of

Washington — Industry executives and
talent personalities may get relief from the

for the

preparation of “sucker lists” if the Doughton resolution to repeal the law requiring

first quarter of 1936 and $2,338,275 ( exclusive of dividends from National Theatres Corp. of $1,134,000) for the fourth

publication of salaries above $15,000 proceeds as developments this weeks indicated.

quarter

Reported by the house rules committee
for early vote, it was believed certain the
resolution will go before the house next
week. Chairman Doughton of the ways

Century-Fox

This

compares

stockholders
with

here

$1,239,760

of 1936. No dividends were
ceived from National Theatres during

rethe

first quarter of either year. The foregoing figures make no provision for surtax on undistributed profits.

Technicolor
New

Earnings

York — Technicolor,

Inc., earnings

for the first two months of this year approximated $120,000 before taxes, or about
double

the amount earned during the corresponding period of 1936, Dr. Herbert T.

Kalmus, president, announced on his arrival here this week to attend a directors’
meeting before sailing for England to inspect the company’s plant at Harmondsworth. Technicolor’s schedule for the current year calls for a dozen feature productions and an increased number of

revenue

WARNER PLANS FOUR
MORE IN CAPITAL

of May and it would be a simple
ter to increase this to five per cent.

mat-

"No Rush to Buy"
Washington— Early returns from Allied’s
buying survey indicate that the independent exhibitors are not rushing to sign up
“at the high rentals’’ being asked for 19371938 product deals, says the national headquarters here. Of 170 theatres scattered
from Maine to California and from Minnesota to Texas, only 13 have contracted
for product approximating their requirements for the ensuing year, it is claimed.

Show "Damaged

Goods"

Albany — “Damaged Goods,’’ which at
first was refused a license by censorship
board and on a subsequent application was
licensed to Weldon Picture Corp., was
given a preview in the Capitol Theatre today on invitation only. The state department of health declined to indorse the film
as it is against public policy for a state
department to lend its name
ing purposes.

BUFFALO
Buffalo — A

THEATRE
hold-up,

for advertis-

ROBBED
described

by

the

60,-

Washington — Construction will begin
immediately on four Warner theatres in
the Washington area, according to J. J.
Payette, circuit zone manager.
Bringing the total units in the Warner
chain here to 20, the new houses will be
erected in Tenleytown, Bethesda, Silver
Springs and northeast Washington.

Curb Gale References
New York — Liberty Pictures Corp. has
been permanently enjoined by order of
Federal Judge Robert T. Patterson from
mentioning

in screen

credits that

its pic-

ture, “When Strangers Meet,” was suggested by Zona Gale’s story, “The Way.”
No costs were assessed. The picture was
originally released in 1934.

Corporation Notes
Dover, Del. — Renowned Articles Corp.
has been incorporated here to deal with
motion pictures, films, and devices, listing
a capital of $2,000,000 and 10,000 shares,
no par value. The incorporators are B.
R. Jones, Walter Lenz, and J. P. Murray
of Wilmington.

police as a well “cased” job, took place
Sunday night, April 18, when a lone gimman held up the cashier of the Regent’s
Theatre, 1365 Main street and escaped
with $300, the bulk of the theatre’s
end receipts.
BOXOFFICE
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week-

and

means committee, author of the resolution, said that he hoped for,' consideration on Monday or Tuesday.

Up

shorts, or footage estimates of about
000,000 feet. Dr. Kalmus said.

end

on Salary List Ban

Tues-

day.
20th

Baltimore, Md. — State Senator E. W.
Miller has made the suggestion that a five
per cent tax on motion picture theatre
tickets be imposed as a part of the relief
bill with which the general assembly must struggle in a special session.
He pointed out that a tax of 1 per cent is
paid now and has been extended to the

House Will Vote

Dover, Del. — Universal Pictures Corp. of
Singapore has been dissolved here. Secretary of State Charles L. Terry jr., issued
a certificate of voluntary dissolution.

FOX STOCKHOLDERS
SELECT DIRECTORS
New York — Twentieth Century - Fox
stockholders elected the following directors
at the meeting here this week:
H. Donald Campbell, Herman G. Place,
representing Chase National Bank; John
D. Clark, Sidney R. Kent, William C.
Michel, Felix A. Jenkins, Joseph M.
Schenck. Sydney Towell, all officials of
20th Century-Fox; John R. Dillon of Hayden, Stone & Co.; William P. Phillips; Daniel O. Hastings, Wilmington, Del.; Seton
Porter. National Distillers Products Corp.
Wilfred J. Eadie was appointed comptroller and assistant treasurer. He has
been acting in this capacity unofficially
for some time.

GRAND

NATT HIKES
ITS LINEUP TO

Hollywood

—

Plans

to

increase

65
the

schedule of 52 pictures previously announced for 1937-38 to 65 features were described here this week by Edward Peskay,
general sales manager of Grand National,
as due to widespread exhibitor acceptance
of the company’s product and to the belief that its modern Hollywood studios contained adequate production facilities and
manpower to take the boost in stride without undue strain. Details of the lineup
will be more fully outlined at the national
sales convention starting here May 16. he
said.

Fleischer Hearing
New York — Max Fleischer, animator of
film cartoons for Paramount, has been invited to appear at the offices of Mrs. Elinore Herrick, regional director of the National Labor Relations Board, to answer
a complaint filed by the Commercial Artists and Designers Union charging Fleischer with refusal to negotiate with the union
in its request for pay increases and shorter
hours.
TAX

REVENUE

UP

Washington — Federal admission taxes
for March were $1,539,408.05, an increase
of $284,014.90 over the same month of
1936, according to the Bureau of Internal
Revenue report this week.

18- A

M. J. Siegel President
of Republic Productions
Hollywood — M. J. Siegel, onetime

presi-

dent of the American Record Co., and
lately identified with the Republic studio
here, has been elected president of Republic Productions, Inc., according to an
announcement Friday by the Republic directors. Siegel also will be chairman of
the board and will have complete charge of
the company's studios in North Hollywood.
Siegel is celebrating his 20th anniversary
in the motion picture industry, having
started with Selznick Pictures Corp. in
1917. He later joined Consolidated Film
Industries. Inc., as a vice-president, and
before coming to Hollywood, served as president of the American Record Co., manufacturers of Brunswick, Columbia and other well-known brands of phonograph records.
A few months ago, Siegel installed the
unit system of production at the Republic
studios. Under the unit plan, “The Hit
Parade,” “Michael O’Halloran,” “Gangs of
New York,” and “Rhythm in the Clouds”
were produced.
Siegel has surrounded himself with a
group of young producers, including Colbert Clark, Leonard Fields, Harry Grey,
Albert E. Levoy, Armand Schaefer, Herman Schlom and Sol C. Siegel.

Admission Hike by
Foxwesco
New

York — Indicative

of a

gen-

eral increase in admission prices due
to improved theatre business on the
west coast, 15 Fox West Coast firstrun houses this week boosted their
admission scales from 40 cents to 55
cents, William T. Powers, film buyer
for the chain, told Boxoffice this
week.
The 15 houses are located in San
Francisco and Oakland, Cal., Seattle, Wash., and Portland, Ore. Charles
Skouras, operating head of Fox West
Coast, arrived here this week with
Mike Rosenberg , partner in a number of houses, for conferences with
Spyros Skouras, Edward Zabel and
other executives of the chain on film
buys for the new season.
Business of National Theatres in
the first quarter of 1937 has been
somewhat better than a year ago,
according to W. C. Michel, executive
vice-president of 20th Century-Fox,
which has a 42 per cent stock interest in the circuit.

Absolves DeMille
Firm of Tax Claim
San

Francisco — An

unanimous

Exactly $1,207,059 deficiency income tax
was claimed from the film organization by
Internal Revenue Commissioner Guy T.
Helvering, the sum cited as due for the
years from 1924 to 1929. De Mille himself
was associated with Paramount as a producer during the period.
Attorneys for the De Mille company
based their defense on the assertion that
there had been no distribution of earnings
during those years, but that the profits
had been allowed to accumulate with the
aim of eventually forming an independent
producing unit.
The federal court decision followed an
appeal by the Internal Revenue Department from a ruling by the U. S. Board of
Tax Appeals which also held the De Mille
contention valid.

MUTUAL BROADCASTS
SELZNICK PREMIERE
Hollywood — The

NEW

CORPORATIONS

—

NF.W

VrtRR-

Bentoii-Schine Cori».. Saratoga
100 shares non par value stock.

Springs. Capital:
Purpose: Exhibit

motion pictures. Incorporators: William E. Benton. Reba E. Ryan. John A. May.
Attorney: Edward Antevil. 40 North Main St., Gloversville.
Film

Circulation

C^orp.,

New

York

City.

Capital:

100

shares non par value stock. Purpose: Distribute motion pictures. Incorporators: Alfred H.
Weiss, Charles A. Adami,
Harry W.
Bontemps.
Attorneys: Fred L. Schmid. Corp., Guarantee &
Tru.st Bldg., Philadelphia.
RKO
Proctor Mt. Vernon Corp., Mount Vernon.
Capital: 10 shares non par value stock. Purpose:
Operate motion picture theatres. Incorporators:
Ethel M. C. Pugh. Rose Hornstock. Ruth Bishop.
Attorney: Harry M. Pimstein, 1270 Sixth Ave., New
York City.
Sound Mastens. Inc.. New
York
200 shares non par value stock.

A
certificate has been filed in the office of
the Secretary of State dissolving the corporate
exi.stence of W
A
M
Amusement
Co.. New
York
City. Attorney: Jacob I. Goodstein, 21 East 40th
St.. New
York.

Metro Reissues Five
New

York — As

a

18-B

stimulus

to

warm

business, M-G-M last week announced five reissues of big pictures during

the summer. “Trader
for May release: “Hell
in June; “Manhattan
brought back in July;
in August.

Buffalo — Walter

Webster

has been elect-

ed president of the Film Exchange Employes Union.
Other officers elected include; Vicepresident, Rudolph Inderbirtzen; recording
secretary, Eugene L. Murphy: financial secretary, Lawrence Gardiner; treasurer. Miss
Louise Heukrath; sergeant-at-arms, John
Rubeck; trustees, Carl Heerdt and the
Misses Lillian Holmes, Rose Rogenbeck
and Evelyn Garnham.

Horn” is set down
Divers” will go out
Melodrama” will be
“Naughty Marietta”

gala

world

premiere

of David O. Selznick’s “A Star Is Born,”
starring Fredric March and Janet Gaynor,
at Grauman’s Chinese Theatre, Hollywood,
on April 20, was broadcast over the
coast-to-coast network of the Mutual
Broadcasting Co.
This Selznick International film in
Technicolor had its New York opening at
Radio City Music Hall on April 22.

"Hit Parade" Bookings
Washington

— The

Republic

musical,

“The Hit Parade,” opened at the Fox Theatre here the week beginning April 23 and
on the same date in the following Loew’s
situations: State, Cleveland; Loew’s Dayton
and United Artists, Louisville. The pic-

City. Capital:
Purpose: Deal

in motion pictures, picture records and films. Incorporators: W. Franch Githens. Harold E. Wondse, Francis C'arter Wood
jr. Attorneys: Crevath
De Gersdorff, Swaine & Wood. 15 Broad St., Manhattan.

weather

BUFFALO FILM UNION
NAMES ITS OFFICERS

decision

from the United States circuit court of
appeals sitting here this week relieved
Cecil B. De Mille Production, Inc., from
the necessity of paying more than million
dollars worth of income tax claimed by
the United States Department of Internal
Revenue.

Feeds Md.Censor's
Kitty
— The Maryland general

Baltimore,

assembly has made appropriations of $57,719.16 for the operation of the Maryland
State Board of Motion Picture Censors
during 1938 and 1939. Of this amoimt
$28,959.58 is for next year and the remainder for 1939. The salaries of each of the
three board members is $2,400 a year. Inspectors will receive $6,026.16 each year.
The expenses for next year are fixed at
$6,550. For 1939 they are set at $6,350.

ture opens the following week
Century, Baltimore.

PLANS

Hollywood — Tex

Hollywood

SIGNS

FOUR

— Meti'O

WRITERS

signed

four

SHIRLEY

Hollywood
new

writers, Boyce De Gaw, Isabel Dawn, Harry
Conn and Joseph Fields.

Ritter

TOUR
will launch

a

personal tour following “Rider of the
Rockies,” his seventh production for Edward Finney at Grand National, which goes
into work early next week.

NEW
METRO

PERSONAL

at Loew’s

ROSS

PACT

— Paramount

has

revised

Shirley Ross’s contract, upping her salary,
and spots the actress in “This Way,
Please.” opposite Buddy Rogers.
BOXOFnCE
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$20,000 QUOTA SET
IN CATHOLIC DRIVE

BRANDT INIUNCTION
DENIED BY COURT

Page the Coronation
Squad

New York — A quota of $20,000 has been
set for the motion picture industry by the
New York Catholic Charities 1937 drive
which started in all churches on Sunday,
April 18. Frank C. Walker is chairman

Asbury Park, N. J. — Today Walter
Reads is undisputed king of the
amusement world in this popular

of the film committee and leading industry figures serving with him are Austin
Keough, Paramount: George J. Schaefer,
United Artists; J. R. Grainger, Universal;
George W. Weeks, GB; William P. Rodgers,

has

seaside resort. Not only does he co7itrol five of the six theatres in this
thriving summer metropolis, but he

M-G-M; Sam E. Morris, Warners; Charles
E. McCarthy, 20th Century-Pox; Joseph
McConville, Columbia; C. C. Pettijohn,
Hays office and Eddie Dowling, Joseph P.
Kennedy, E. C. Grainger, Dennis P.
O’Brien,
Timothy
John

Pat Garyn,
P. Murphy,

William T. Powers,
Martin Quigley and

now

taken

over

from

the

mu-

New-

York — The

insurgent

oppose

Frank Gillmore for the Equity presidency, although Hampden has stated he
is not interested. The insurgents insist,
however, that they have no other person
in mind for an opposition candidate if
Hampden adheres to this decision but they
feel that if further names from the Screen
Actors’ Guild are added to the present list,
the pressure of numbers may persuade
him to change his mind.
The Equity polls will close on June 15.

Philadelphia —
Peerless Distributing
Corp. has closed with Astor Pictures to
handle the series of Tom Tyler westerns
in this territory. Peerless Distributing Co.
of Washington, D. C. will handle the same
series in that district.

M-G-M

ART

AIDE

DEAD

order-

built five years ago on the boardwalk at a cost of about $4,000,000.
Reade will install band concerts and

is claimed to be a part of it or a modification. As such claim is vigorously denied
and an issue is raised which cannot be

popular hands in the Casino and engage traveling theatrical miits and
sporting events for the Hall.

determined on the complainant’s affidavit
an injunction may not issue in advance of

GRIFFITH BID IN
trial.”
RECEIVERSHIP

Two Harmful Bills

New
and a

SALE

York — Rights in 21 silent pictures
production lot on Orienta Point,

Await Signature

Mamaroneck, N. Y., offered in a receivership sale to satisfy creditors of David Wark

Albany, N. Y. — Two bills that will prove
costly to the industry in New York state

Griffith, were bid in by Griffith’s attornews before Federal Judge Leibell this
week. The court tentatively approved his

have

gone to Governor Lehman for signature. These are the Fischel measure establishing minimum wages for women and

minors
dog

and the Hall bill legalizing dog racing. There is no limit on the number of
tracks that can be opened.

Amusement interests opposed the Hall
bill. The New York ITOA has asked Governor Lehman to hold a public hearing before he signs it.
The

Gets Tyler Series

and

Judge Hammer’s decision, in part, read:
“The written contract appears competent
in itself and the alleged custom or usage

forces within

Actors’ Equity report that 650 members
have signed the petition asking Walter
Hampden, president of the Players Club, to

day split was denied this week
ed to trial by Judge Hammer.

nicipal fathers the city’s two foremost special attraction halls. These
are the Casino and Convention hall,

J. O’Connor.

PUSH HAMPDEN FOR
EQUITY PRESIDENCY

New York — Harry Brandt’s action in
York supreme court for a preliminary injunction to restrain five distributors from
continuing to deliver pictures to the Loew
circuit on a split week of five and two
days instead of the former four and three

Wadsworth

bill requiring

labor un-

ions and employers’ associations to file
financial reports with the secretary of state
has been defeated in the assembly. Local
306, lATSE, has spoken strongly against
it at hearings. The senate was to have
voted late this week on the state labor
relations bill, backed by the state federation of labor. The measure would provide
the same collective bargaining protection
in intrastate industry that is afforded in
interstate commerce by the Wagner Labor
Relations Act.

Hollywood — Frederic Hope, 37, associate art director for M-G-M, died here
Tuesday after an appendicitis operation.

offer of $500 for the films, subject to storage and other charges of $1,783, and another offer of $5,000 for the studio property. The latter is subject to mortgages
and tax liens totaling $120,000. A brief
will be filed by counsel for creditors seeking to compel the court to fix a minimum
figure for each item.

Censor Board Reports
Philadelphia — Mrs. Margaret E. Palmer,
chairman of the state board of censors of
motion pictures, announces that the
board under her administration has reviewed 1,774 reels in the first three months
of the year, approving
ing 164.

1,610 and

modify-

RELEASE "TENTH MAN" MAY 15
New York — GB will release “The Tenth
Man,” an Alliance production based on the
stage play by Somerset Maugham, the national release date being set for May 15.
John Lodge and Antoinette Cellier head
the cast.

Skouras Drops Duals
Asks Central Control
for Exits
Albany — Under the provisions of a
hill introduced in the senate by Duncan T. O’Brien, Democrat of New
York City, a^id referred to Labor
Committee, the labor law is amended
by requiring all places of public assembly to be so equipped that all
exits may he opened simultaneously
by single operation of apparatus
therefor. The intent of the bill is
to have a central place of control in
each motion picture theatre so that
all fire exits can he opened
ing a lever or button.

BOXOFFICE
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New York — While carrying no special
significance so far as the idea might apply
generally to its metropolitan circuit, executives of Skouras Theatres this week decided to continue single bills at the Lafayette, Suffern, N. Y., and the Manhasset,
Manhasset, L. I., and to reinstate the singles policy at its Bronxville and Scarsdale
houses in Westchester after trying doubles
at the latter spots for several weeks. Womens’ groups in Westchester appealed
circuit to drop the dual plan.

to the

RKO BOOKS "GIRL LOVES BOY"
New York — “Girl Loves Boy,’’ B. F.
Zeldman’s Grand National picture, has
been booked by the RKO circuit here and
will play a first-run at
Strand beginning April 29.

the

Brooklyn

Theatre Picketing Out
in Press Strike
New York — Striking editorial staff
members of the Long Island Daily
press have been ordered to stop
picketing theatres in Jamaica, L. I.,
in their campaign for recognition of
the American Newspaper Guild and
other terms. Supreme Court Justice
Mitchell

May has issued an order forbidding picketing within five blocks

of the theatres involved, the Valencia, Merrick and others, all advertisers in the yiewspaper. The strikers
proceeded on the theory that pressure
ivoiild thus be brought to bear on the
Daily Press.
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BROADWAY

Theatre Games Ride

(Continued

Crest in Philadelphia
Philadelphia — Despite the fact that a
decision on the legality of theatre games
has not been handed down yet by Judge
McDevitt, the game business has hit a new
high in Philadelphia theatres.
The Warner chain was the latest to jump

Station Presents Air
Previews
Philadelphia — A

on

the band-wagon with ten houses already either running the games or scheduled to start in the near future with at
least that many more additional reported
to follow.
Ten
Managers

WB
of

Houses

Have

Warner

houses

“Bonus” are: Strand. Bindley, Keystone, Liberty, Colney, Cross-Keys, Wishart. Cadet, Kent and Imperial.
The WB chain succumbed to the lure of
game nights as a business getter after
fighting their introduction bitterly. WB
counsel opposed games
fore Mayor Wilson.

in a

hearing

New York — Jack Bloom, promoted from
assistant manager to manager of the contract department of 20th Century-Fox,
succeeding the late Nat B. Finkler, heads
the list of eight promotions among the
personnel of the home office announced by
John D. Clark, general manager of distribution.
Others are Edgar Hollander, who was
promoted from manager of ad sales at the
local exchange to supervisor of the eastern
district: Elliott McManus, formerly contact man at the home office, who has succeeded Hollander at the exchange: and,
in the contract department, Samuel J. Epstein, to assistant contract manager: Ralph
DeBurgos, section supervisor, and Nat
and

Angela

Man-

Group Insurance Plan
Is Presented
New

York — A $3,000 group insurance plan was explained to about
100 members of the Motion Picture
Associates who met at the
coln this week. Joe Lee,
said applications have been
interested members. Sam
local circuit operator,

Hotel Linpresident,
mailed to
D. Cocalis.
who
was

Lee’s luncheon guest at the meeting,
donated $100 to the organization's
charity fund. Six new members were
proposed at the session.

York — Early activity among

metro-

politan Loew theatre managers in the circuit’s annual spring drive has brought out
some interesting exploitation ideas.
Seymour Mayer, manager of the Pitkin,
erected

a 25-foot

banner

on the

borough's busiest thoroughfare on “You
Only Live Once.” Also eight oilcloth banners on car lots. He promoted 15,000
heralds with a used-car dealer, used “safety
stickers” on packages going out of three
large department stores, and distributed
1,000 “summons”
Stress
At
lower

cards on parked
Safety Angle

autos.

the Commodore, on Manhattan’s
east side, Nat Adelson, Sam Rosenthal and Sam Coolick arranged for the display of two 40x60 cards in a safety zone of

a busy intersection on “You Only Live
Once.” Cards on bulletin boards of six
hospitals and electric light poles also
stressed the safety angle.
For the .showing of “The Great O’Malley” at the Ave. B and Apollo, also located
on the lower east side here, Arthur Herschman. Jack Harris and Joe Beck worked out
a special campaign emphasizing the locale
of the story, which is laid on the East Side.
Merchants
operated.

and the local police precinct co-

Baby Show Tie-in
Through the efforts of Gene Meyers,
Archie Adelman, Milt Borman and Perry
Spencer the circuit’s 175th St. Theatre
was made the focal point for all activities
in connection with the fourth annual
Washington Heights’ Baby Show. Local
newspapers played up the theatre and mentioned the theatre’s schedule of coming attractions over a four-week period.
At the 46th St. in Brooklyn, Manager
S. Levi and Assistant Bill Mock collected
an interesting array of paraphernalia for
a

The 162nd anniversary of Paul Revere’s
now famous ride, which was celebrated
this week, calls to mind Herb Berg’s announced intention of writing a book on the
subject. “It won’t be just another book,”
Berg confided. “This one’ll be from the
horses’s point of view” . . . Richard Aldrich,
former play editor for Columbia, will succeed Robert Edmond Jones as producer of
the annual play at the Central City, Colo.,
Opera House July 17. He is angling for
Moe West and “Diamond Lil.” . . . Now
that Laurence Bolognino is among the foreign film impresarios (Esquire Theatre)
he can be seen at all first night import

marine display and promoted two uniformed sailors from the local Blue Jacket
of “Beloved

That man’s here again stuff-. For the
second time robbers stuck up Fred Franklyn, manager of the Oxford in Brooklyn,
this time for $1,100. Franklin said he

stuffed it into his mouth — and
foul-tasting print came off.

in Publicity Stir
Brooklyn,

14-B)

didn't mind the stickup so much (he’s
covered by insurance) but the danged
bandits rolled up a page of newspaper, and

Gotham Loewites
New

page

premieres.

Bros.

unit for the showing
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pro-

The program is broadcast Wednesday and Friday evening at 7:30, running for 15 minutes. The commentator is Powers Gouraud, well-known
local radio spieler.

be-

8 PROMOTIONS AT
20TH-FOX OFFICE

Rosen, Murray Scher
della, data clerks.

of Warner

attended

or

radio

gram giving "air previews” of new
pictures has been inaugurated by
Station WCAU
with the cooperation

Games

a “game school” last week at the offices
of Dave Molliver “Bango" distributor.
“Professor” Molliver instructed the managers in the inside of running the games.
The Warner houses running either Bango

7iew

from

Enemy.”

a

lot of

Eddie Dowden, head of Loew’s publicity
in Brooklyn, is recuperating from a minor
operation performed at St. Mary’s Hospital
. . . The latter part of August should see
Harry and William Brandt in their new
offices in the Selwyn Bldg, on West 42nd
St. The circuit will take over the theatre
at the same time . . . Thomas Parks has
been named to succeed Andrew Pentland,
who

has resigned

L. Herron,

head

as assistant

to Frederick

of the MPPDA

foreign de-

Col. week
E. A. atSchiller
of Loew’sa
spent most partmen . .of. the
home, nursing
bad cold.
Star dust: Shirley Temple passed her
eighth rnilestone this week . . . Loretta
Young, with her mother, sails for Bermuda
Wednesday . . . Edward G. Robinson was
here to attend the premiere of his "Thunder in the City” at the Criterion Thursday . . . Kirsten Flagstad, the Met’s famous W agneriaii prima donna, makes her
debut next week for Paramount at

screen

the Astoria studios. The film is "The Big
Broadcast of 1938,” for which a production crew came 07i from the coast so that
Miss Flagstad can get away May 15 to
si7ig at the Coro7iatio7i cere7nonies
land. . . Grace Moore has been
colo7iel 071 the staff of Governor
Brow7ii7ig of Tennessee.

in Engmade a
Gordo7i

With the wayfarers: Charles Reagan,
western division sales head for Paramount,
has returned from a Honolulu vacation
. . . E. J. Hewitt, export manager for GB,
is aboard the Manhattan, on a world tour
. . . William Van Beveren. head of American-Tobis, is back from Europe . . . Harry
Goldberg, Warner theatre advertising chief,
is touring the midwest in connection with
“The Prince and the Pauper” . . . Charles
Skouras, daughter Margaret and Mike
Rosenberg are in town from the coast . . .
Neil F. Agnew has reserved space aboard
the China Clipper, which leaves California
for Honolulu April 26.
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PIIHIIIIIILADIIEILPIHIIIA

Stop

the Axe

piLM employes here were jubilant last
week when they heard that the governor
had

signed a six-day
atre workers.

week

bill for all the-

Howard Parker has sold out his interest
in Dennis Games to Charles Ehrlich, his
office manager. Parker is retiring due to
ill health.
William Goldman’s 56th Street Theatre
is reporting increased business since the
introduction
Ben

of his “Book

Club

Nite.”

Kelbanoff of Delite Sales keeps hopping back and forth from New York.

“Nucky” Beckett opened the baseball
season by installing a baseball machine in
his cigar store . . . Moe Verbin threw out
the first nickel.
They

say Lou

Schwerin

“Whitey” Molitch, Horlacher’s shipping
manager, hopped off for California in a
plane the other morning.
Dave (Bring ’Em Back Alive) Barrist is
back from his trip to the African wilds.

Samuel

Waldman

than

has

leased

Metropolitan Opera House
ing of foreign films.
Everett
manager,
lachers.

at 13th and
the

for the

old

show-

A. Harding, well-known traffic
has joined the staff of Hor-

Sam Milgrim is anxiously
delivery of his new car.

awaiting

the

Earle

Sweigert

is back

Convention in Omaha
toire of jokes.
Saturday

night

from

with

the

The world-wide economic disturbance

shaded

by

the Variety

a new

a

quasi-political

tinge of

which the ideological terms "communist" and "fascist" are fair examples.
For a
time these self-appointed
groups, frequently small in numbers
but blatantly vocal, confined their afforts to their immediate field. Later
they looked
might

about

for new

causes

that

be germane to their main endeavor. Today their attentions encompass the motion picture.

Which

probably is inevitable. Everybody has two businesses — their
own and the motion picture business —
as the classic phrase goes. But there
is a growing feeling among those who
have devoted thought to the matter
that perhaps the motion picture business can produce its pictures, distribute
and exhibit them without the advice of
busybodies who have an axe to grind.
One of the newest of groups with a
"cause" is Associated Film Audiences,
organized in New York with an imposing "front" list of sponsors, allegedly
representing a large membership in
various organizations. The guiding
spirits of Associated Film Audiences
candidly condemn films according to
their own

The Variety Club had a big night last
Saturday in honor of Ben Fertel and
Harry and Sam Blumberg. Eddie White was
master of ceremonies.

A. L. Finestone

of the last few years has spawned
a myriad of groups for the promotion
of this and the suppression of that.
More often than not the motivation is

has left UMPTO.

Harry Weiner, Columbia’s branch manager, just returned from his auto trek
through the southwest.

He says it’s safer there
Vine.

By

light. And

in the reviewer's

that is whether,

estimation,

motion

pictures are "anti-labor, militaristic or
It is somewhat
fascist."

surprising that a few

Varietarians

Renounce Bill

will

SEEK TO FORESTALL
THEATRE BUILDING
New York — Action has been brought in
the New York supreme court by the Lenox

(Continued

from

page

11)

derstanding, we deem it fair to state that
Assembly Bill No. 507 introduced in the
New Jersey Legislature on April 12 is not
the Divorcement Bill drafted by experts
for Allied, was not submitted to or approved by the Special Defense Committee
and was not introduced at the request of
the Special Defense Committee or anyone
acting for it or for the Allied Theatre

Hill Hospital and St. Ann’s Academy
against the board of standards and appeals and Mrs. Marie Hardart to forestall

Owners

construction of a theatre at 1109 Lexington Ave., Manhattan. The bureau has issued a permit for the project. Mrs. Hardart is listed as owner of the property.
The petitioners object that flickering
lights from the theatre, which is proposed
for a site a few hundred feet from the

taken

in the movement to divorce production and distribution from exhibition it
can not accept responsibility for measures
instigated by others without its knowledge

hospital, would be “harmful” to the patients. and that students of the Academy,
which is operated by the Marist Brothers,
a Catholic religious order, would have to
pass the theatre going to and from school.

mittee’s legal
opportunity to
sion to initiate
ritory involves

:: April

24, 1937.

major companies have informed this
organization that it will be provided
facilities whereby it may preview pictures in advance of release. What will
happen if this group's reviewers find
the films not in accord with their economic or political doctrines can well
be surmised. From past observation,
it is fair to assume they will demand
that the pictures be remade in their
own image, or an unfavorable appraisal will go out to members. Perhaps
some of these members or local affiliates, will feel it incumbent upon themselves to launch a crusade against the
condemned films involving unfavorable
publicity, boycotts, and a picketing
nuisance, directly affecting theatres.
The

screen is under constant bombardment from innumerable organizations with axes to grind. It has been

so for many years. But today the industry finds itself confronted by a serious situation, from the direction of
those look
with upon
a "political
consciousness"
who
the screen
only as a
medium for propaganda of concepts.
It is time to call a halt. It is time
the men who run this business affirm
that they are still in charge and that
they will continue to run this business
as they see fit without bowing to the
self - appointed advisers. Propaganda has no place in the motion picture
theatre. Some of our executive
"giants" have been in the habit of
running to cover at the first sight of a
mouse. Unless they take a positive
stand — now — they will find themselves
running backward.

reper-

stage a Kings-for-a-day shindig for Chief
Barker Ben Amsterdam and Izzy Hirst,
the burlesque impresario.
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Grinders!

of New Jersey. While the Committee appreciates the sympathetic interest which many exhibitors and others have

or authority and which deviate in language so as to raise new legal questions
which

the General

Counsel

and

the Com-

experts have not had full
study. Moreover, the decithe bill in a particular terconsideration of many fac-

tors including timeliness.”

A. M. ELLIS OPENS
NEW PHILLY HOUSE
Philadelphia — A. M. Ellis’ new Broaii
Theatre, Broad and Lindley Ave., opened
Thursday night with prominent
men and civic leaders present.

theatrical

The

house which is of the latest modernistic design, was planned by David
Supowitz, widely known
Philadelphia
architect. Sidney H. Ellis will manage the
new theatre.
Theatre
The

Runnemede

Notes

Theatre,

Runnemede,

N. J., reopened April 16 after extensive
alterations.
It will be operated by William Rovner,
well-known South Jersey exhibitor.
The New Hub Theatre, Millsboro, Del.,
has reopened under the management of
E. C. Evans. It was formerly known as
the Hub Theatre.
"METROPOLE"

AT

RIVOLI

New York — “Cafe Metropole,”
Century-Fox production, opens
Rivoli Theatre here April 28.

a 2tith
at the
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RCA EMPLOYES
NEW LABOR
Camden,

N.

SEEK
ACCORD

J. — Determination

of

the

employes’ bargaining agency is involved in
current negotiations for a new working
agreement with RCA Mfg. Co. here.
Joseph G. Mitton, national representative for the United Electrical and Radio
Workers of America, affiliate of the CIO.
said that the company had agreed to meet
the union to work out a new agreement to
replace that which expired March 31. The
earlier agreement was reached after a

Wagner Act Invoked
in Industry
New York — Invoking the Wagner
labor relatio7is act for the first time
in the motion picture industry, an
indepeiident unio7i this week filed a
complaint

charging officials of Consolidated Film Industries, Ft. Lee, N.
J., with refusal to negotiate with

representatives
ployes.
The charges

of 250
were

striking

lodged

em-

by Sam-

five-week strike last year. Manufacture of
parts for RCA Photophone sound equipment sets was affected.
However, it is understood that RCA has

uel Null, the union's attorney, with
Mrs. Elinore Herrick, regional director of the National Labor Relations

not accepted the United union as the bargaining agency inasmuch as there is another union which claims to have majority representation.

Board here. Herbert J. Yates, presideiit of Consolidated, has declared he
would not negotiate with any union
unless majority representation were
shown. He was on the west coast

APPELLATE GRANTS
FOX NEW TRIAL

this week
ferences.

Albany — The New York court of appeals
has granted Fox Film Corp. a new trial in
its action against Springer & Cocalis,

for Republic

product

con-

Springer-Cocalis Circuit, Inc., and Trio
Consolidated Corp. because the court admitted it was “illiterate” regarding the
technical meaning of contractual terms
used in the controversy.

New York — Lowell V. Calvert, general
sales manager of Selznick International

issue appeared

to hang

on the ques-

tion of “overage,” on which the complainant required an accounting for six pictures
sold as one group. The lower courts had
dismissed the complaint on the ground
that no recovery could, consequently, be
had on an action based upon failure to
pay for separate pictures.

Pictures — dressed as a maharaja or something— congratulates Ray Bell, publicity
manager of Loew’s State, Washington, on
his winning United Artists’ nationwide
contest for the best exploitation campaign
on Selznick’s

“The

Garden

of Allah.”

PARAMOUNT AIRER
CLOSES APRIL 25

time

to daylight saving, necessitating the presence of the Paramount players in the
studio before 7 a. m., was given as the
reason

for the

program’s

discontinuance.

Sales Tax Appeal
Still Pends
New York — No time limit exists
tor the reargument of decisioiis handed down by the New York court of
appeals, it was said by counsel for
the major distributors in explaining
their failure to agree on a plan opposing enforcement of the Neiv York
City two per cent sales tax on film
rentals.
Meanwhile, auditors of the city
comptroller’s
amount

office are preparing assessments for collection of the
owed by local distribution

offices, which is expected to approximate $2,000,000, mcluding interest
and penalties.
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The Fort Lee, Fort Lee, N. J,, reopened
this week under the management, of the
Fort Lee Theatre Operating Co., of which
Angelo Thompson and Paul Corelis are
Jack Levy’s Heights Theatre in Brooklyn has been taken over by Moe Silverman. The house is being booked by Dave
Manheimer.
The new 600-seat Manor at Livingston
Manor, N. Y., built by Kutcher & Bogner,
will be opened May 1. The same partners
have taken the Opera House in the same
town from S. Fantano, but have decided
to keep it dark for the present.
The Topaz, Clinton, N. J., and the Lyric,
Bound Brook, N. J., have closed. Thornton Kelley had the last named house.

MILL PER FOOT FILM
TAX BILL IS PUSHED

film and copies thereof which are presented for examination or approval.
Assemblyman Moran declared that the
passage of his bill, which is now before
the rules committee, would obviate the
necessity of imposing an extra cent gas tax
to raise a desired $20,000,000.

Paramount studio here over NBC’s red
coast-to-coast network for the past four
Sundays, ends April 25 with a musical program by Victor Young’s orchestra.
change from eastern standard

The Navarre, Coney Island Ave., Brooklyn, has changed hands. The R-W Amusement Corp. has acquired it from Isaac
R-W.
Judkovics. Frank Worth is president of

Albany — Claiming a tax return of $15,000,000 would be attained. Assemblyman
B. J. Moran has reintroduced a
bill
amending the tax law by imposing a tax
of one mill per foot on motion picture

Hollywood — “Paramount on Parade,”
the weekly program broadcast from the

The

New York — A 600-seat theatre will
rise on the northwest corner of Queens
Blvd. and 43rd St., Sunnyside, L. I., according to plans filed by the Queen-Laurel
Corp. It is understood a 21-year lease has
been taken on the proposed theatre by
Tomhill Amusements, Inc., of which Frank
Muscato is president. The project, which
is expected to be ready by early fall, will
comprise a number of stores. Muscato
operates the Newton in Elmhurst and
other Long Island houses.

principals.

RAY BELL WINNER
"ALLAH" CAMPAIGN

The

QUEENS-LAUREL CORP.
TO BUILD 600-SEATER

The presentation took place at a luncheon in New York, after which Bell, accompanied by his better half, sailed on a
month’s vacation in Italy and other
European countries, the trip being his reward. Among guests at the luncheon, at
which United Artists did the honors, were
Calvert, Oscar Doob, Ernest Emerling, Art
Schmidt, Emanuel
Silverstone, James
Mulvey, Andy Smith, Monroe Greenthal,
Harry Gold, Jack Lear, Ben Shlyen, Morris
Helprin. Myer Beck, Sammy Cohen and
Burt Champion. 'Metropolitan Photo).

Approximately 7,000,000 feet of original
motion picture films are approved and licensed each year in the state. If 60 copies
are made of each film this would give a
total footage of 420,000,000 feet, which at
a tax of one mill per foot would provide
an annual revenue of $420,000, far short
of the $15,000,000 a year revenue claimed
for it by its sponsor.

TAX EXEMPTION BILL
PASSES IN DELAWARE
Dover, Del. — Gov. Richard C. McMullen
signed the bill Monday exempting from

ADJOURN

$65,000,000

SUIT

New
York — The $65,000,000 suit of
Vocafilm Corp. of America against the A.
T. & T., Western Electric and Erpi for
alleged violation of the Sherman anti-trust
law has been adjourned in federal court
to June 15.

taxation for a period of 15 years properties of motion picture producing studios
establishing in Delaware on or after
July 1.
This inducement to film producing companies to locate in the state applies only
to properties held by picture making firms
and used for that purpose.
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OPINIONS

Trekelog

ON

CURRENT

(States Rights)

FEATURE

61 Minutes

eview5

PRODUCTIONS

Rel.

20th Century-Fox

(

)

60 Minutes

Rel.

A well-photographed adventure travelogue containing
several thrilling episodes, this has unusual exploitation possibilities and will fill in nicely as a companion feature on
double bills. Andre Roosevelt and Cyril von Baumann
headed an expedition that penetrated the depths of the
Ecuadorean jungle and filmed scenes showing the life and
customs of the Avarishi Indians, primitive men who had
never glimpsed a white man. Introduction of an unimportant plot is unnecessary and impedes the action, although
it helps to build up to an exciting climax. This concerns two
explorers who are captured by savage natives who resent
their search for an aviator who previously crashed in the
jungle. By a clever rule they ascape. Basil Ruysdael narrates.
Native Cast.

Another comedy-drama depicting an episode in the life of
the popular screen family, the Joneses, this holds to the
standard set in previous pictures and will prove to be more
than adequate entertainment for followers of the series.
This time Mr. Jones — Jed Prouty — becomes involved in what
he believes is a sure-fire get-rich-quick scheme, falling for
a swindler’s high-pressure oil stock. The stock, of course,
is bogus, but Jones doesn’t find that out until he has persuaded the whole town to chip in, has almost broken up
the romance between his daughter, Shirley Deane, and Russell Gleason, and is saved by his son, Kenneth Howell, via a
carburetor invention. Frank Strayer directed.

White Gods

Big Business

Paramount

(3640)

Jed Prouty, Shirley Deane, Spring Byington, Russell Gleason, Kenneth Howell, Allan Lane, George Ernest.

F

78 Minutes

ReL

April 23. '37

Paramount

Given the benefit of superior production, this film is
meaty but highly entertaining fare. It will find favor with
audiences of all classes and can be depended upon to draw
well in any theatre. The story and screenplay are adroitly
and cleverly woven from a well-known plot, giving Akim
Tamiroff, Lloyd Nolan and Claire Trevor plenty of chance
to score with splendid characterizations in the top roles.
Supporting players who give notable accounts of themselves are Porter Hall, Barlowe Borland and Larry Crabbe.
Tamiroff, vice lord, has a yen for Miss Trevor, who is in

Warner

Bros. (

)

Hills of Old Wyoming
Rel.

M-G-M

(749)

BOXOFTICE

:: April 24, 1937.

Jack Haley, Patsy Kelly, Mischa Auer, Laurel and Hardy,
Rosina Lawrence, Lyda Roberti. Jimmie Finlayson.

Pick a Star

F
CLASSmCATION— A - ADULT

F

M-G-M (
)
76 Minutes
Rel.
The super-abundance of comic talent in this Hal Roach
feature-length film far outweighs the story, which is, at
best, a flimsy skeleton used as a background for the antics
of Jack Haley, Patsy Kelly, Jimmie Finlayson, Lyda Roberti
and Mischa Auer. The yarn itself has its hilarious
moments, handled in Roach’s best slapstick style, dealing
with Haley’s adventures in Hollywood as he attempts to put
his sweetheart, Rosina, in the movies. He poses as a bigshot until she discovers he’s been working as a bus-boy.
Laurel and Hardy are in for a hilarious bit, but Auer walks
away with the show. A glittering dance number and some
good songs. Directed by Edward Sedgwick.

Rel. April 23, '37

and looms as a strong contender for the year’s top comedymusical honors. Headlining the cast with dynamic performances are Walter Winchell and Ben Bernie, carrying
on their pseudo-feud with riotous results, but it is Jack
Haley, that superb comic, whose sure-fire antics boom him
to stardom and steal the show. There isn’t a weak spot in
the cast, not a weak song in the musical score, and not a
dull moment in the story or in Sidney Lanfield’s direction.
Jack Haley, Walter Winchell, Ben Bernie, Alice Faye, Ned
Sparks, Walter Catlett, Patsy Kelly.

Up and Live

ReL April 23, '37

Wallace Beery, Una Merkel, Eric Linden, Judith Barrett.

Here is the smashing climax to 20th Century-Fox’s series
of satirically modern, sophisticatedly melodious musical hits
— a vehicle on which no angle of smart, money-making
showmanship has been overlooked. It is all set to roll up
thundering grosses for every exhibitor in every situation,

Wake

67 Minutes

Good Old Soak

F

92 Minutes

)

suspected by his wife of “lifting” some of her valued stock
shares, which in reality were taken by a son, Eric Linden.
The old soak redeems himself by taking the blame for
everything and eventually smoothing out the difficulties.
J. Walter Ruben directed.

Jane Wyman, William Hopper, Dick Purcell, Marie Wilson,
Berton Churchill, James Robbins, Raymond Hatton.

20th Century-Fox

(

F

Portrayed in the best Beery manner, this popular and
perennial comedy-drama comes to the screen in its modern
guise as highly acceptable entertainment both for the
thousands who have known it for many years as a stage
and screen favorite and for the new generation to which it
will be introduced. Intelligent adaptation and direction introduce several new angles. Una Merkel and Ted Healy stand
out in the supporting cast. Beery, town drunkard and
loafer, becomes embroiled in family troubles when he is

This film, despite the valiant efforts of several of its cast
members to save it, fails to click and will only rate the lesser
half of the small time duals. The attempts of the producers to make a fast-stepping comedy out of a conglomeration of unrelated ideas has resulted in an entirely humorless picture. Berton Churchill, Jane Wyman and Marie
Wilson struggle vainly to make the plot jell but they are
never equal to the task. Story deals with a group of sideshow grifters who hit upon a promotion stunt that is a
veritable gold mine — until the law steps in. Then, as usual,
the heroine saves the boys from jail. Directed by Nick
Grinde.

Public Wedding

Rel. April 16. '37

William Boyd, George Hayes, Russell Haydon, Gail Sheridan.

F

55 Minutes

78 Minutes

c„n„d,

Producer Harry Sherman added a batch of Indians to his
recipe for producing his ever-popular series of Hopalong
Cassidy action pictures and this, the latest in the current
series, maintains the same pace of adventure, suspense and
good entertainment which showmen and the public have
come to expect of his productions. A newcomer, Russell
Hayden, replaces James Ellison — who has gone on to bigger things — in the trio, completed by William Boyd and
George Hayes. He is a personable youngster and gives
promise in his first try. The feature, which deals with cattle rustlers who try to blame reservation Indians and are
exposed by Cassidy, is directed by Nate Watt with the same
fine understanding of what is best in this type of picture.

love with Nolan, a reporter. Aided by Miss Trevor’s knowledge of Tamiroff’s activities, Nolan get his story. Directed
by Robert Florey.
Akim Tamiroff, Lloyd Nolan, Claire Trevor, Larry Crabbe,
Helen Burgess, Porter Hall, Barlowe Borland.

King of Gamblers

(3669)

F

—

F- FAMILY

—

F
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SUGGESTIONS

SELLING ANGLES;
‘‘Big Business"
Tie up with furniture stores, auto companies and
real estate firms to exploit the ‘‘typical American
home” as exemplified by the Jones family. Hold a
“Jones Family Night” at which all Joneses in town
are invited at special rates. Tie up with florists,
using stills showing Gleason in a florist’s shop.
Imprint phoney oil stock certificates as throwaways. Tie up with local photographers on this one.
CATCHLINES:
The Fifth . . . and Funniest ... of the Jones
Family Series . . . With That Same Great Cast You
Know So Well!
Caught in the Toils of a Crafty Stock Salesman
. . . When the Jones Family Set Out to Make a
Million in Oil!
SELLING ANGLES:
"Hills of Old Wyoming"
Give Bill Boyd credits on marquee as Hopalong
Cassidy. As the action takes place on and near
an Indian reservation, tie up with jewelers and
novelty shops on displays of Indian silver jewelry,
pottery and rugs. Prepare a lobby display of similar Indian articles. Play the title song via phonograph in the lobby. Conduct an essay contest in
schools on "Lo! the Poor Indian.” Make tieups
on Mulford’s Cassidy books. See Exploitation Preview printed in Boxoffice March 20, 1937.

FOR

SELLING

THE

PICTURE

AD

AIDS

SELLING ANGLES:
"White Gods"
With suitable exploitation and advance ballyhoo
this will be surefire for the younger element. Dress
the lobby with jungle shrubbery and native fighting
implements. Several stuffed animals will add to
the general effect and a live beast in a cage will be
a certain attention-getter. A ballyhoo man dressed
in South American Indian costumes, consisting of
feathers, beads, et al, should distribute heralds.
Play up the Roosevelt name, Andre being a distant
relative of the president.
CATCHLINES:
Captives in the Jungle, They Tricked the Natives
Into Believing They Were WHITE
GODS
With
Supernatural Powers!
A Small Band of White Men Pitted Against a
Ferocious Native Tribe!
SELLING ANGLES:
"King of Gamblers"
Give Nolan, Tamiroff and Claire Trevor marquee
credits. Obtain tear sheets of newspaper stories
concerning vice raids on gambling establishments,
for lobby easels. Plant a pin-marble game in the
foyer with free admission going to those who make
a certain high score. Make merchandise tieups on
the “It’s No Gamble When You Buy From Us”
angle. Give away decks of cards to local lodges.
See Exploitation Preview printed in Boxoffice
April 10, 1937.

CATCHLINES:
CATCHLINES:
Loaded
. . . From

With the Action You’ve Come to Expect
Hopalong Cassidy and His Buddies!

Straight-Shootin’, Hard-Ridin’, Square-Minded
Hopalong . . . Brings Peace to the Hills of Old
Wyoming !
SELLING ANGLES:
"The Good Old Soak"
Give Beery and Miss Merkel top marquee credits
and sell the film as human depiction of smalltown life. Prepare lobby displays around Linden
and Beery, who have appeared in several similar
pictures together. Make merchandise tieups on all
manner of products used in housecleaning, such as
sponges and vacuum cleaners, on the “one of these
will soak up the dirt” angle. Plant stills showing
Beery’s parrot with pet shops.
CATCHLINES;
He Drank Because His Wife Nagged Him
His Wife Nagged Him Because He Drank!
The

. . . and

Laziest Man in Town ... No Good for Anything. . . Who Proved Himself a Life-Saver in the

Pinch!
SELLING ANGLES:
Sell this as an all-comedy feature
comedy cast. Mount portrait heads of
Lawrence, Auer and others on large

The

of the Gamblers . . . Terror
. . . But a Chump in Love!
Newest

Public

dren’s Pennies and

Enemy

Working

of the Numbers

. . . Thriving
Men’s

on Chil-

Nickels!

SELLING ANGLES:
"Public Wedding"
Re-create the atmosphere of the sideshow for the
lobby decorations on this film. As the featured attraction, offer patrons a look at “A Whale of a
Show — The Biggest Thing on the Board Walk” tieing in the idea that the chief characters in the film
own

an embalmed whale. Promote a “Public Wedding” to be staged at the theatre, getting the couple
from among local engaged persons. Ballyhoo with
a typical sideshow barker giving a spiel about the
film from a ballyhoo wagon dressed to represent
an oldtime medicine show wagon.
CATCHLINES:
He
Then

Met Her at a Public Wedding . . . And
on His Life Was Headline Material.

Prom

They Were Married in the Mouth of a Whale
. . . And They Certainly Led a Whale of a Life.

"Pick a Star"
with an allHaley, Kelly,
silver-colored

SELLING ANGLES:
"Wake Up and Live"
Tie up on the many exploitation angles offered
through the presence of Walter Winchell and Ben
Bernie in the cast — taking advertisements alongside

hang around marquee. Plant a "thermometer” and a "laugh-register” scale in the lobby.
Install a treasure-chest filled with small stars in

Winchell’s column in syndicated newspapers and
on radio pages. In keeping with the story plot,

stars and

the lobby, giving patrons their chance to “pick a
star” — a number of which are imprinted with free
admissions. Use cheap astrological charts as giveaways.
CATCHLINES:
A Scream

From

Start to Finish

. . . With

a Com-

edy Cast That’s Never Been Funnier!
He Thought Hollywood Was a Land of Opportunity. . . Till His Girl Walked in and Found Him
Working as a Waiter!

FOR
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King
Racket

MORE

SELLING

IDEAS

CONSULT

HOUYWOOD

conduct a “Phantom Crooner” contest. Make tieups on the book from which the picture was made.
Check with local exchange on promotional tieups
with Alice Faye. Conduct a contest to find the
most popular newspaper columnist. See Exploitation Preview in Boxoffice February 20, 1937.
CATCHLINES:
Bernie

Fiddles

. . . While

Winchell

Burns

... in

the Gayest Musical Comedy of ’Em All!
Stand By, Mr. and Mrs. America . . . for the Feud
of the Century ... on the Screen at Last!

EXPLOITATION

PREVIEWS

REGULARLY

IN BOXOFHCE

BOXOFHCE

: : April 24, 1937.

Skot.t Sulxiact
Dental Follies
Educational

flashes of champion
10 Minutes

This “Song and Comedy” short is a
pleasant diversion employing a novel
method of introducing several vaudeville
artists who do their specialties without
giving the effect of being dragged in. A
modern dentist’s office is the background
where the patients are induced to forget
their aching teeth while witnessing a
snappy floor show. In this manner Aileen
Cook, the Eltons and Barbara MacDonald
strut their stuff while Andy Anderson’s
orchestra furnishes swingy accompaniment.
The laugh comes when the patients hurry
away, their tootheaches gone, leaving the
dentist taking a dose of his own gas.

Going Places With
Lowell Thomas
No. 34
Universal

8 Minutes

Aptly subtitled “A Visit to the Hot
Spots,” this absorbing travel reel opens
with a sequence in San Isidro, Mexico,
where the peasantry stage a lively festival
in honor of the ox, their only beast of
burden. Thence to Death Valley, that little-known spot in California which, although rich in borax deposits, is dotted
with the bones of the Forty Niners who
entered this desert as a short cut to the
gold fields but never survived its blistering
heat. Closing scenes show the magnificent
castle of “Death Valley” Scotty whose millions permit him such luxuries as special
trains but who has never told outsiders the
secret of his fabulous wealth. Lowell
Thomas’

narration is unexcelled.

Horseplay
RKO

Radio

18 Minutes

Comedians capable of creating laughable
situations without the assistance of the
script writer are few and far between and
these outstanding examples are usually
stars. Jack Norton and Kitty McHugh,
capable players, are, however, swamped by
the succession of ridiculous and unfunny
incidents in this mediocre two-reeler. The
story, if it can be classed as such, involves
the purchase of a polo pony by a henpecked husband. Forced to harbor the nag
in his own garage, the animal kicks out the
wall, enters the house and causes endless
trouble before the long-awaited finale.
Hectic, but not hilarious.

It's a Livi
Paramount ng

11 Minutes

This is a unique reel with exceptional
audience interest mainly because it shows
seven strange occupations by which people
in this world of our manage to keep the
proverbial wolf from the door. Among
the odd businesses shown are the artificial
eye industry conducted entirely by mail
order; the painstaking work connected
with the art of theatrical wig-making;
a man who fashions maps and portraits
from old postage stamps; a Missouri famBOXOmCE

:: April 24, 1937.

the week
The March of Time
RKO

'
T
R
0
€H
VOL 3, NO. 9
Radio
20 Minutes

Timed, almost to the day, to be
released to the screens of the nation
following the supreme court decision
upholding the Wagner act, the current issue of this reel again captures
front ranking position among shorts
by virtue of topical interest. The setting for this sequence is the supreme

court building, “The Nine Old Men”
as members of the cast receiving a
closeup or two as they enter or leave
their homes in Washmgton. President Roosevelt and Senator Burton
K. Wheeler are also shown speaking
pro

and con on President Roosevelt’s proposal to appoint six new
justices if the present members over
70 years refuse to retire. Of the other
two episodes the first is devoted to
“Britain’s Food Defenses” and the
present campaign to put weight on
future soldiers and citizens through
regular diet and a course in physical
training; the second to “Amateur
Sleuths” and the invaluable aid given
the police of New Jersey through the
skill and inventive genius of an amateur crime detection club composed
of leading business and professional
men of a small community. This sequence will probably engender similar groups among the estimated 10
million U. S. citizens who are avid
readers of the pulp detective magazines.
-McXa?

ily which has a monopoly on the manufacture of corncob pipes; a Hollywood girl
whose piercing screams are much in demand for the sound tracks of mystery
films, and another cinema specialist, expert
in the throwing of custard pies. Final sequence shows a group of professional fishermen who literally haul in hundreds of
tuna to make spectators gasp. Photographed in Cinecolor, this is an outstanding Paragraphic.

King Soccer

Paramount

lO Minutes

A well-made Sportlight which contains
splendid photography as well as action

teams in action, this

will please general audiences. The international sport of soccer is so named because it has developed into the major sport
of practically every country in the world
except the United States. Audiences are
taken by clipper plane from Miami to
Buenos Aires with the camera securing
some amazing overhead shots of this beautiful metropolis. Polo, horseracing and
other sports also have their devotees, but
the weekly soccer game is undoubtedly the
big event in this South American city.
Slow motion shots aid the average patron’s
understanding of the various plays and Ted
Husing’s narration is in the typical staccato style to which radio fans are accustomed.

Ready

to Serve

Educational
14 Minutes
Those knockabout comedians, Buster
West and Tom Patricola, garner a goodly
quota of laughs in this fast-moving tworeeler which contains a generous supply
of nonsensical situations. The comic team
starts out with process servers searching
for a well known doctor who continues to
elude them. The first stop, in a night club,
enables both Buster and Tom to do a bit
of soft-shoe dancing, in which they excel,
and the final scenes, in the hospital, are
crammed full of the broadest sort of slapstick, Although the more squeamish may
find that chases through hospital corridors and on and off operating tables is
scarcely ideal comedy material, there’s no
denying it starts them laughing, Mary
Louise Harper furnishes the pulchritude
so necessary to an A1 Christie comedy.

Red Hot Music
Educational

7 Minutes

An average Terry-Toon with scant originality until the exciting climax during
which the animals bend all their efforts
toward rescuing the occupants of a blazing building set on fire by a succession of
“hot” dance tunes. There is a broadcasting station with KIKO as the call letters,
and the cartoon kangaroo of the same
name is the fire chief who comes to the
rescue when the very boards of the floor
get hot keeping time to the torrid rhythm.
Youngsters of all ages will find this especially amusing.

RKO

Saratoga Summers

Radio

11 Minutes

Bill Corum traces the history of America’s premier racing spot. Saratoga, in a
series of interesting camera shots in and
around the elaborate dwellings and hotels
where the rich and famous gather during
the month of August each year. Long recognized as one of the world’s greatest
health resorts because of the many mineral springs in the vicinity, it is horseracing that gives the city its glamor.
Corum not only visits the racing stables,
but he also gives spectators an actual race
at Saratoga track.
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''Maijtime" in Denver Reigns Supreme
CINCINNATI

Albee — Swing:
over

Hig:li, Swinif

(AVERAGE

Low

(Paia),

Capitol — Waikiki Wetldingr
wk.. held over

(Para),

tlrand — Maytime

4th

(M-G-M),

d.

held

2d

d.

120

t. wk

110
100
110
120
110

Maytime — Denver

250

Waikiki

200

Wedding — Providence

Waikiki

Wedding — Dallas
Woman

Allen — Craek-Lp (20th-ii'ox)
Hanna — The Good Earth (M-G-M),
2d wk

90
roadshow,

Hippodrome — Top ot the Town (Univ)
Palace — 50 Hoads to Town
(20th-Fox);
Hedman
and his Harlem
Scandals of
on stage

120
90

Don
1937
85

State — M'aikiki M'edding (Para)
Stillman — Maytime (M-G-M), 2d d. t. wk

130
115

(dual) —

Kansas
Waikiki
Jungle

90

DENVER
Aladdin — History Is Miwle at Night (UA),
following a week at the Denver
100
Bioadway — Seventh Heaven (20th-Fox), following a week at each the Denver and Aladdin. 90
Denham — M'aikiki M'edding (Para), 2d
wk
120
Denver — King and the Chorus Girl (tVB),
and
stage band
Orpheum — Maytiine (M-G-M)
!!]]]!. [250
Paramount — Me
Have
Our Moments
(Univ)
Breezing Home
(Univ)
85

DETROIT
Adams — Let's Get Married (Col);
Kacketeers
in Exile (Col)
gg
Cinema — Janosik (French-American)
115
iiowntown — Ecstasy (Jewel), held 0th wk
go
Kox — Me
Have Our Moments
(Univ); stage
show
85
Madison — M aikiki M edding (Para), 3d wk
110
Michigan -The King and the t horns Girl (\VB),
stage show
.105
State- History Is Made at Night (UA), 2d
wk. of first-run from Madison; Me’re on the
Jury (RKO)
95
Juliet

(M-G-M)

....

90

INDIANAPOLIS
Alamo — The

Traitor

(20th-Fox)
.Aliollo — Seventh

(Rep);

Heaven

Secret

High,

(20th-Fox)

Circle — Maikiki M'etliling (Para)
Loew's— Ma.vtime (M-G-M)
Lyric — .Men in Exile (FN)

KANSAS

125
100
110

CITY

Mainstreet — .Marked M'onian (FN); That Man’s
Here .Vgain (FN)
Midland — Jla.vtime (M-G-M)
Newman — Cloistered (Best Films); Me’re
on the Jur.v (RKO)
Tower — Top
show

of

the

Town

(Univ)

and

stage

100
165

125

LOS ANGELES
Chinese — History Is Miwle at Night (UA), Espionage (M-G-M)
Downtown — King and the Chorus Girl (WB),
2d wk
Hillstreet — Top of the To\mi (Univ) ; California Straight Ahead (Univ)
Hollywood — Same
as Downtown
Pantages — Same as Hillstreet
Paramount — Waikiki
Wedding
(Para), stage
show
as

Chinese

100
85
125
85
125
160
100

Leave

Riverside — Breezing
Johnson on stage

Home

Paradise

on

(Univ);
(Para);

Olsen
The

and

140

Crime
116

150

135

Nixon — Lost Horizon (Col); 2d wk., roadshow.
Penn — King and the Chorus Girl (WB)
Stanley — A
Family Affair (M-G-M), Roger
Pryor stage show
Warner — Criminal Lawyer
(RKO);
Her Hus-

120
100

PORTLAND,

Sky

Mouse — Mr.

Deeds

100

Our Moments
Mayfair — Plough

110

Law.ver (RKO)
Orpheum — Swing High,

World— Gay

(WB);

They

AV anted
100

Passage (WB),
(M-G-M)

Desperado

(UA),

NEW

reissue;

90

Man
90

2d

"wk

60

Stage: Park Avenue Revue, Jack Fine’s
Roger Sherman — Marked AA’oman (FN); AA'e
Have Our Moments
(Univ)

210
165

ORLEANS

Luew’s State — Personal Property (M-G-M)
Orpheum — History Is Made at Night (UA)
Saenger- — Love Is News
(20th-Fox)
St. Charle.s — A Man Betrayed (Rep), stage
show

....135
100
140

Strand— The Good Earth (M-G-M). roadshow.. 90
Tudor— AA’aikiki AA’edding (Para), revival
125

Earth

(Col);

reissues
(FN); We

Have

CITY

(M-G-M),

10th

wk.

90

100

(RKO);

Swing

Low

Criminal

HO
. .
100

(Para);

to College (Para), 2d wk
Artists — Maytiine (M-G-M).

120
Murder
115
wk....l20

3d

PROVIDENCE
Albee — When

Love

Is Young

(Univ);

Park

Avenue Logger (RKO)
55
Fays — Romance
and Riches (GN), stage show. 130
Majestic — Top of the Town
(Univ) ; Fury and
the Woman
(SR)
125
State — Love From
a Stranger (UA) ; Song of

80
100

Center — Bulldog Drummond
Escapes (Para).. 65
Globe — On the Avenue
(20th-Fox). revival... 95
Liberty — Head Over Heels in Love (GB)
100

Astor — Tlie Good
two-a-day

to Town

Stars

the City (M-G-M)
Strand — M’aikiki Wedding

HAVEN

YORK

Goes
United

100
60

College — Maytime
(M-G-M), 3d wk
Loew’s Poli — Personal PrOi>erty (M-G-M); Time
Out for Romance
(20th-Fox)
Paramount — AAlngs of the Morning (20th-Fox);

NEW

(Univ)
and the

90

ORE.

Goes

John Meazle’s Woman
(Para)
Paramount — I.ove Is News (20th-Fox);

Century — Waikiki AVedding (Para), 2d wk
Minnesota — Seventh Heaven
(20th-Fox)
Orpheum — Her Husband’s Secretary (FN),
stage show
State — One-AA'ay
of the People

ME.

PORTLAND,
Blue

100
100

Empire — ^Sea Devils (RKO); AA’omen of Glamour
(Col)
State — ^King and the Chorus Girl (WB); Her
Husband IJes (Para)

MINNEAPOLIS
Aster — Fugitive in the
to Marry (RKO)

115

band’s Secretary (FN)

RUNS

Warner — Marked
Woman
(FN); That Man’s
Here Again (FN)
Wisconfsin — Maytiine (M-G-M);
Parole Racket
(Col), 2d wk

75
200

(Para)

ST. LOUIS
Amliassador — The King and the Chorus Girl
(WB);
Cliina Passage (Univ)
Fox — The Soldier and the Lady (RKO);

100

M'hen’s Your Birthda.v? (RKO)
95
Loew’s — Ma.vtime (M-G-M), 2d wk.; held over.. 110
Missouri — Seventh Heaven (20th-Fox); Quality
Street (RKO)
St. Louis — Devil’s

Playground

SALT

LAKE

(Col);

95
vaude...l30

CITY

Caintol — Fifty Koaila to Town
(20th-Fox)
Capitol — Ready, AVilling and Able (WB)
Orplieum — Her Husband
Lies (Para); Quality

115
115

Street (RKO)
Paramount — Maytime (M-G-M). holdover
Studio — King and the Chorus Girl (WB),
over

115
150

Victory — Sing
in Distress

Me a
(Col)

Love

(FN);

105

Woman
110

SAN

of

.Song

hold-

FRANCISCO

90

Capitol- — Maytime
(M-G-M), 4th wk
Central — Ra<'keteers in Exile (Col),
episode Dick Tracy serial (Rep)
Criterion — Silent Barriers (GB), 3rd
two-a-day
Horizon

(Col),

6th

wk,

110
and

7th
105

w'k.
of

of

AA’oman

(FN)

OKLAHOMA

70

two-

Palace — The Man AA'ho Found Himself (RKO),
Ist run plus Sea Devils (RKO). 2d run
Paramount — AA’aikiUi AA'edding (Para), stage
show. 3rd wk
Radio City Music Hall — Quality Street (RKO),
stage show
Rialto — Elephant Boy (UA), 2d wk
Rivoli — History Is Made
at Night (UA),
3rd wk
Roxy — The Soldier and the Lady (RKO), stage
show
Strand — Marked

120

Strand — Waikiki Wetlding
Nobody Saw (Para)

26

(GN);

Cin-

Alvin — Seventh, Heaven
(20th-Fox)
F’ulton — AA’ings of the Morning (20th-Fox),
2d wk

One-IVa.v Passage (WB).
Broadway — Marked Woman

Globe — Lost
a-day

MILWAUKEE
Palace — 23*/^ Hours
Parade on stage

150
Low —

Goixl Earth, lOth wk. of two-a-day at
Astor, New York.
Ecstasy, 6th wk. at Downtown,
Detroit.
Lost Horizon, 6th wk. of two-a-day at
Globe. New York.
Maytime, 4th wk., New
York; 4th wk.,
San Francisco; 4th wk., Cincinnati; 3rd wk.,
New
Haven; 3rd wk.. Portland, Ore.; 3rd
wk.. Seattle.

70

Uijtown — Swing High, Swing Low
(Para), 3d
w^k
85
Orpheum — The GoOtl Earth (M-G-M),
roadshow, 2d wk
good

State — Same

Lake

Swing

NEW
70
100

150

cinnati

A'alle.v
.'

Angeles. ...160

Princess — Dallas

EXTENDED
80
175
gO
150
140
loO

PITTSBURGH

and

165

Wedding — Los

Maytime — Salt
Swung

Omaha

City

DALLAS
Capitol — Happy-Go-Lucky
(Rep)
Capitol — Me’re on the Jury (RKO)
Majestic — M'aikiki M’edding (Para)
Melba — Outcast (Para)
Melba — Jungle Princess (Para)
Palace — Personal Property (M-G-M)
Tower — Maytime
(M-G-M), 2d wk

and

175

165

Maytime

lOO
125

Brandeis — Marked
AA'oman (FN); Let's Get
Married (Col)
140
Omaha — Majtime (M-G-M), IIV^ days; King of
Hockey
(M-G-M). 9 days
165
Orpheum— Seventh Heaven (20th-Fox); Murder
Goes to College (Para)
no

(dual) — New

Haven

CLEVELAND

Heaven
(Col)
All (M-G-M)

OMAHA

Top Hits of the Week

Marked

.trtists — Hoineo

State — Pennies From
Warner — Sinner Take

150

t.

Keith's — Head Over Heels in Love (GB)
Lyric — Murder Hoes to College (Para)
Palace — History Is Made
at Xigrht (UA)
Shubert — M e Have Our Moments
(Univ) ; stage
show

United

IS 100%)

100

Fox — Waikiki Wedding (Para); Her Husband’s
Se<Tefary (FN), 2d wk
Golden Gate — Man Who Found Himself (RKO);
Fred Waring band on stage
Orpheum — Top of the Town (Univ) ; Woman
in
Distress (Col)
Paramount — Maytime
(M-G-M), 4th wk
United Artists — History Is Ma<le at Night (UA).
Warfield— Personal Property (M-G-M);
Her
Husband Lies (Para)

90
130
110
100
95
105

115
100
100

SEATTLE
Blue

Mouse — Personal

Fifty

cast (Para), 3d wk
Avenue — Seventh

90
125
140

CITY

Criterion — Suing High, Swing Low (Para) ....125
Liberty — Chiiui Passage (RKO); A Family Affair (M-G-M)
100
Midwest — Personal Property (M-G-M)
125

Property

(M-G-M);

Out-

Heaven

(20th-Fox);

105

Step Livel.v, Jeeves (20th-Fox)
Liberty — History Is Made at Night

(UA) ;

Let's Get Married (Col), 3d wk
Music Box — Maytiine (M-G-M); You

Only

Live

Once (UA),
Ornheum — The

Girl

(WB);

2d d. t. wk
King and the

Chorus

Criminal Law.ver (RKO)
Palomar — A Man Betrayeil (Rep), vaude
Paramount — Waikiki Wedding
(Para); Penrod
and

Sam

(FN),

2d

wk

BOXOFnCE

125
120
120
120
120
115
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"Top of the Town"
Pushed in Chicago
Chicago — Paving

the

way

for the

jj^Ttracted by a colorful lobby art
display and an artist busy at work on
an original canvas, curious passersby
stopped shortly in front of the Lincoln,
Neb., Stuart. Stunt proved a smart selling

local

premiere of Universal’s “Top of the Town,’’
Prank Smith, manager of the RKO Palace
here, adopted suggestions outlined in the
pressbook and took advantage of the numerous national tieups to secure window
displays throughout the city. The advertisers are using national magazine and newspaper space, distribution or consumer
pieces, outdoor advertising and radio time
on national chains and local stations. All
these proved invaluable in building up advance interest in the first-run showing
here.
Diversified

Music

angle for 20th-Fox’s “Seventh Heaven” for
which credit goes to Manager Ike Hoig.

•

For Metro’s “Born to Dance” in a couple
of Berlin spots, dancing contests were held
with prizes going to the winners. Since
the art of dancing tends to strengthen
one’s legs and arms, in Hitler’s Nazi Germany where strength, especially physical,
is the keynote of the state’s philosophy,
volunteer dance contestants were plentiful,
and the stunt helped the picture.

•

Plugs

Publishers of hit tunes from the picture
are putting on a
music campaign
by using radio plugs, special window
streamers, ads, etc. In addition, recording
companies have made over 20 records
available and are putting special advertising efforts behind them. Acting through
the local Feist representative. Smith and
his publicity manager, John Joseph, tied
up with leading local music dealers for special “Top of the Town” wrappers for all
sheet music sales. All of these stores as
well as local five-and-ten shops, came in
on this tieup two weeks in advance of
opening.
Much of Smith’s campaign was devoted
to making the “Top of the Town” stars
known to the film public. Gertrude Niesen, known as a radio singer, received promotion from a leading department store
through the “Top of the Town” beret. Miss
Niesen’s picture appeared in every elevator
and window of the store and autographed
photos were given out wholesale. The
Palace’s campaign was also boosted by the
presence of the singer in the city, the theatre’s exploiteers arranging for her to act
as hostess of an airplane luncheon tendered to newspapermen.

A fashion display designed to catch
the feminine eye on the main street
of Oklahoma City also drew attention
to the forthcoming engagement of
History Is Made at Night” at the local
Criterion Theatre. Fashion stills of
Jean Arthur and copy suggesting that
madame “Make History at Nite” with
the fashions displayed were used in the
background. George Henger, manager,
arranged the tieup with the dress shop.

LATEST
New

IN BURGLAR

ALARMS
York — The

SELLS in"KEY"
burglar

very newest

alarm equipment, capable of detecting even
faint air vibrations and the touch of fingers, was placed on display in the lobby of
the Central Theatre here and proved a
sure-fire attention-puller for the predominantly male audiences who patronize this
house as well as serving as exploitation for
“Night Key.”
This modern equipment, lent by an electric alarm manufacturer, graphically illustrated the system of operations of the protective agency shown in the picture.

A small group of kids, part of the several

:: April 24, 1937.

spelling bee was broadcast from the theatre stage devoted to the picture prior to
its opening.

•
No trick matches

direct appeal in selling

motion pictures M. H. Chakeres of the Regent, Springfield, Ohio, learned recently.
Passing out 3,000 inexpensive tint miniatures of Tyrone Power, Chakeres scored
plenty at the boxoffice tills with 20th-Fox’s
“Love Is News.”

•

hundred who displayed shiny “Secret Agent
XQ” badges pinned on their coats, following the boys’ parade to the Grove Theatre,
Brooklyn, N. Y ., where the Universal serial was playing. Benson Capsuto, manager, secured the badges through a tieup
with the New York Evening Journal, the
serial being based on the comic strip of
the same name running in that paper.
Announcement of free candy and prizes
helped to bring out practically every kid in
the neighborhood.
BOXOFFICE

Radio was closely tied in with the selling of UA’s “History Is Made at Night” at
the Albee, Providence, R. I. In addition to
transcriptions and radio versions, a local

Grand National has arranged commercial tieups for “23 y2 Hours Leave” and
“Girl Loves Boy” with the following: Lektrolite lighter, Frostilla lotion, Packard
shaver, “Terry Walker Hat” made by Betmar, Inc., Hollywood Make-up Band,
Woodard Blouse Co. and Diamond Match
Co.

•

Interested Detroiters scoured their dictionarys last week for a word “big enough
to describe ‘Top of the Town’.” The teaser
ad stunt was the brainchild of the combined efforts of Universal Exploiteer Jack
Goldstein and Harry Remington and
George Mitchell of the Fox Theatre advertising staff, where the film played. A
$25 prize went to the winner.

•
To Morris Rosenthal, Majestic Theatre,
Bridgeport, Conn., the CIO is something
more than a labor organization that promotes sitdown strikes. In selling Columbia’s “Parole Racket” his ad copy read
“C. I. O.,” under which was printed “call
it off,” and break up the rackets . . . see,”
etc.

Plugs
Showhere
Reading, Competitor's
Pa. — The Park Theatre
ran an ad in the local paper congratulating Loew’s Colonial and M-G-M for giving the public “Maytime.”
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Frank

A. Kennedy

Mng. Dir., RKO
Ltd.

Radio

Pictures

Japan
Encouraqinq eihibitort on
exploitation, I point out
pottibility of winning a
Quiqley
works.

Leon

Award

—

and

it

Headquar
Managers' Round
Table. ters,
Over five thousan
d
members throughout the world.

Britton

Oert. Mgr..
Pictures

Peacock

Motion

China
I always have been tor th<
beneficial effects of Man'
aqers* Round Table Club ir
its international aspects.
F. C.

E. C. Telfer
Manager, Empire Theatre
Port of Spain, Trinidad, B.W.I.

Henry

Manager,

Paramount

Pictures

Manager
ment s'is
depart
your
Tabie
Round
I think
world over.
a source of power and in*
spiration to managers the

Philippine Islands
Have
noticed a
remarkable stimulation in exploitation throughout this territory directly traceable to
enthusiastic interest in the
9uigley

m

Luis Lezama

.Manager, Radio Piitmc^
Mexico
The interest of exhibitors in
Mexico hos been aroused

Award.

by the Quigley

Awards.

Henry Weiner
Manager, United

Artists

Corp.

Cuba

Hy

ucongrat
mostlationssincere
for the good
work

you
are
through
Awards.

accomplishing
your Quigley

Luis H. Moro
United Artists

Distrib.,

Venezuela, So. America
The worldwide acceptance

?

of the Quigley Awards is
a tribute to the enterprise
of Motion Picture Herald.
Ralph Doyle
Mug. Dii
R.K.O.

Radio

J iltus

Carlos

Sydney, Australia
Monthly Quigley worldwide
exploitation awards creating keen rivalry here between first run theatres.

United
Peru,

The

worldwide

membership

of

Gogny
A rtists Distrtb.,
So.

America
The Quigley Awards are
tor of
t stimula
the greates
tional
interna
showmanship

vised.
industry
the

Motion

Picture Herald^s Round

Table typifies the worldwide

ser*

vice of Quigley Publications,
exhibitor should be without

No
the

Motion

has so far de-

Picture Herald.

B. Nathan

Dir., Paramount

Films

is on'
ei
ey Awar
tives
Quigl
incend
Thethe
finest
of
hibitors in this part of th
world have for getting th
most

out of their picture:

mmm,

'■%«?<

'MM

PP
Max

lasA-’K

Milder

Mng-. Dir., Warner
Ltd.

.
Carl P. York
Sweden

London, England
I thought you might like to
knew hew keenly your
Managers' Round Table is
appreciated by managers
and expioiteers throughout
the United Kingdom.

J. Wessel
Nat’l.

HollandDir., Warner-First
Mttg.
We

here in Holland

read

first the section Managers'
Round Table of Motion Picture Herald.

A. Ullmann
Mng.

sHisl

The Qui9ley Awards ''j'/iK/M'T^i
will
.
help Scandinavian exhibi^
in making
better
preW tors
sentation
at their
houses.

Bros. Picture!

Dir., Paramount

pi;lft-; S

.. ...

Theatre

Paris, France
Manager Rene Lebreten
and myself feel very Happy
to congratulate you on the
successful extension of the
Awards all over the world.

')■., M'arner-First

Nat’l.

Congratulations to Motion
Picture Herald on Quigley
Awards of great interest
to foreign exhibitors.
Reginald Armour

Sipfp

tefe

A. Tacaxiadis
United

Artists

Far Eastern
Radio
Cal

|
RKO

In my tional
opinion,
internaexchange the
of ideas
by

We are pleased to be
among the overseas exhibitors who are contributors
to
yOur
Managers'
Table
department.

Mgr.,

cutta

IritwrtS

Distrib.

Gen.

Monagers' Round Table
helps build theatre grosses.

Round
U. P. Kantharia
Regbunath

wi^ii

Sankadi
Indio

Pole

VVe are regular subscribers
to Motion Picture Herald
which I I
studyreadand
amcareful
regularly
ing with
Interest,

'r “■

;r.. Paramount

Bumbni

Sheri, Ahmedabad,

Films,

Eric Cohen
Manager,

Due to competitive spirit
engendered by Quigley
Awards,
exploitation i n
Brazil has progressed ra
pi«<»Y-

Gaiety

Oudtshoorn,

Theatre

So. Africa

I find the Managers' Round
Table an excellent refresher course in motion picture
exhibition.
Woolf Levy
Manager,

Cameo

Cinema

Durban, So. Africa
I want to tell you how
proud I am of the Certificate of Membership in
Managers'
Club.

JURE
THREE

DOLLARS

Round

Table

HERALD
•

TWO

YEARS

FIVE

DOLLARS

I

OITR

LM

PRODUCTION

Jerry

TQatutQ6

oollected.

RELE.ISES:

Absent Without l..eave — Dolly Haas.
Blazing: Glory- Jack Holt, Grace Bradley.
Miss (’asey at the Bat — Chas. Quigley, Jacqueline
Wells.

changed

to

RECKI.»ESS

game — with cameras. April
POPIII.AK SCIENCE

of

Everett

Fans: —Boris

Horton.

.Man

in Blue,

M'ildoatter,

The — Robert

'rlne — Scott

Wilcox,

Colton,

Karloff.

Dick

Beverly

Rob-

Deep

Powell.

South,

National

Perfe<*f

Paramount
Ailventlire
LADIES.

With

Fargo,

May

Music,

changed

changed

to AN

to

GOOD

EMPIRE

MacLane,

Woman — Bette

30. ’37.

RKO
BILE

Claude

Foreign Sports (TO) — The games of other nations
starting with Ju Jitsu in Japan and ending with
the Jai-Lai contests in Mexico and Cuba. April
TOPICS

6 (9)
April 2. ’37
WORLD
ON PARADE
California Missions (11) — The historic outposts of
another century which were built by the Franci.scan Friars near what
is now Los Angeles.
April

16, '37.

Vitaphone

Da\

Rains.

17. '37.
COIjOKTOFR

Walthall.
Miriam

is, Henry

IIop-

began. April 17, '37.
MELODY
MASTER

Fonda.

AT>VENTURES

ADVENTURES

Cradle
of
Civilization (10) — ^E. M.
Newman
photographs places in the Levant and along the
Mediterranean where
w^estern civilization first

Jam
TFFE

BREVITIES

liifers of the Part.v, The (20) — Two policemen pur.sue the Yacht Club Boys to get them to play a
benefit where
they do their specialties. April

Sheridan.

Flynn,

Raidio

CORUM

PATHE
9. ’37.

Pat O’Brien.
Valkis.

Ann

The — Errol

Aiuil

29. ’37.

Patricia

30, ’37.

OF

Sessions, The (10) — Clyde McCoy and his orchestra, after finishing a
broadcast, go to a
where they take part in the show. April

cabaret

BORN.

(F).

(OMING

May

21, ’37. (727).

Locdiiiig
Parker.
.Mexican
Missus

for

E.

Brown,

—

George

Trouble

(liiarter

John

America — ^\’ictor

Ea<es

of

TITLE

1937

Beal,

Elorem

e

Itice.

O’Brien,

Cecilia

Armida.

Moore,

Joe

Helen

Penner,

Broderick.

Harriet

Hilliard.

CH.VNTJES:

.Million Dollar
HEROES.

.Amateurs,

olianged

to .S.ATURD.AY’H

llaiipy — Joan

United

Davis.

Anthony

Prisoner
roll.

Stranger

of Zendaof

Fit

to

Will

(9) — Training

camp

pup seeks to
triumphs but

(20) — Beautiful
posse.ssion of a
love. Narration

Harding.

Colnian.

F^axter,

shots

of

major

Sera|>p>’s Band t’oneert (7) — A kiddie band gives
a
classical concert but Copy
makes
lots of
noise with
St KEEN

his drums. April
SNAPSHOTS

Nat'l Growth

(Continued

sports. May 7, ’37.
St HAPPY
CAKTOONS

29. ’37.

Series
16, No.
(10)—
at theawards
I'^alm banquet
Spring.s
Racijuet
Club 8 and
at Scenes
the annual
of the Academy
of Motion IMcture Arts and

from page 10)

on their own in first-run spots is further
encouraged, Peskay said, by the trend toward first-run brackets by subsequent
runs. “Finding that big pictures that have
enjoyed extended and continued runs are
not returning sufficient revenue,” he contended, “many better subsequents are in
need of good product they can play on a
first-run policy. Grand National is producing pictures we believe highly suitable
for such bookings.
The Grand National executives were
headed for the Hollywood studio to confer with Edward L. Alperson, president.
There, plans will be laid for future productions and details completed for the first
sales convention to be held in Los Angeles
starting May 16.

Htioter,

The

(19) — After

promising

Basil

Rath-

Madeleine

Joan

Car-

F^ennett.

Universal
Oh, Doctor (..) — Comedy.
A
hyiiochondriac is
saved from giving away
a fortune to a confidence gang by the girl the gang hires to see
that no harm
befalls him until the money
is

his

wife

to renounce lodge meetings f'harlie run.s into a
liiother member
at a sun^mer hotel and complications piisue. <'harlie
May

(’ixase,

Nina

Quartaro.

7. ’37.

Melro-Gol(dwYn-MaYer
TR.V VEETA

I.KS

Colorful Bombay
(8) — The second
India with glimpses of religion,

-Ronald

19118 — ^Warner

Did W(»imin in (he W<K>ds, The
priiu e.ss with two suitors gains
magic ring and finds her true

I I I Z PA 1 R I ( K

Artists
Ann

17. ’37.

Grand

RHAP.SODIES

Foxy Pup
1 9) — An
adventuresome
emulate his father’s fox hunting
k)ses out. May 14, '37.
SPE( lAI. HAPPY
HOUH

Martin.

(OMING
KEEEASES:
(fonc With the Wind.
a

ROMANCE

Columbia
( OLOR

(ilrand

(OMING
RELEASES:
.Armored Taxi —
I Will Be Faithful Michael Wlialen. Gloria Stuart.
One
.Mile From
Heaven — Claire Trevor, Michael
Whalen.

Love From
bone.

to

Scjcnce.s. April 30, ’37.
TWO
HEEL
t OMEDIES

20th Century-Fox

Sing and Be
rtah Trail-

changed

l>y ITncIe I)on. April 23, '37.
NEM S WOK LI) OF SPOHTS

KELE.VSF:S:

Is Coiifiisioii — Joe

Mounted,

Skott6

Radio

l)roadcast "from the spot’’ and tiie ingenious
methods used by a brash reporter. Lee Tracy,
Iliana Gibson, iJonald Meek.
I.tirector, Richard
Rossona.

the

NIGHT

IS

Ben Holmes, (F). May 28, ’37. (728).
Tomorrow’s
Headlines (..) — Action drama. Dealing with the use of pocket-sized sliort-wave
transmitters that enal)le news
events to be

30

Dixon,

of adventurers travel
woods
to shoot big

No. 5
(11) — The world’s largest camera
at the
Bureau of Standards; new
household gadgets;
red ants for pets; the making of electric light
bulbs and a
40-year-old automobile invention.

BROADW.AY

Foran,

TITLE
CHANGES:
I^^ANFt.
War
Lor<l, changed to

(ioes .M.v tiirl (..) — Mystery drama.
Although they are in love, the boy and girl reporters become bitter rivals when the big murder yarn breaks. Just when
the romance
is
on the verge of collapsing, cupid steps in. Gene
Raymond, Ann .Sothern, Richard Lane. Director,

V<igues

Spe<‘imen,

kin.s.
That Certain

There

New

-Barton

Rollins of
ItOAD.

CH.INOES:

RKO

.Ml

27, '37.

7. '37.

TITLE

Wells

'I'he — Frloria

H<dsters — Dick

I.a<ly Luck

.liiR-Rernaut (G5) — Drama. An eccentric scientist is
led into a murder plot by a scheming wife, in
order that he may
continue his experiments to
benefit humanity.
Boris Karloff. Mona
Goya.
Joan Wyndham.
Director, Henry Edwards. (A).
•May

March

No.

prize ring business. Edward
Davis, Humphrey
F3ogart. I,>i-

rector, Michael Curtiz. (F).
COMIN(i
HFXEASES:

Empty

Grand

Grey.

Rogers.

Bros.

I'nrsit.v

Keeler,

Arden,

Ki<l (ialahad (..) — Story of the political intrigue
and racketeering that the public has begun to

Angle Shooter — Joan Blondell and
Blazing Sixes — Dick Foran, Helen

Ruby

Nan

Jean

Campus .Scandals — Frank McHueb
Confession — Kay Francis. Ian Hunter.
Mr. Dodds Takes the .Vir — Kenny Baker.
Show

Eve

(E). May 30. ’37. (1005).
COMING
KELKASES:

asso<*iate with the
G. F\obinson. Bette

KEI.E.\SES:

Adventures
erts.

Gray.

I'ARAGRAFHICS

Keith.

First National
(OMING

Edward

Warner

The,

Billy

tiaine Trails (9) — A group
deep into - the Canadian

Williams Hall.
Director, Ray
McCarey.
(F^').
May 2.3. ’37. (1013).
Hoad
Ba<‘k, The
(..) — Drama.
Sequal to "All
Quiet on the Western Front." this tells of the
I)OSt war peiiod as it affects tlie lives of a company of German
soldiers. Larry Blake, Richard
Promwell, John King.
Director. James
Whale.

Columbia

tih<»st Hanger,
RANGER.

Bergen,

Paramount

•

Rosalind

can of
school.

March 13. ’37.
TABLOID
MUSICAL

CHANGES

M'hite Heat— Don Terry.
TITDE
niANGKS:

(11) — The kids use a
epidemic and close the

IJttle Maestro, The (11) — A
ragged and hungry
maestro wanders
into an exclusive nightclub
where they believe he is a famous musician.

Additions to and corrections of
the PRODUCTION
INDEX
for
April 17, 1937.

COMING

GANG

Three Smart Boys
paint to start an

largest city
the manner

in
of

living and the famous race track. April 3, ’37.
(dimpses of Java and Ceylon (9) — Batavia, the
capital and chief seaport, and the Buddhist tem[)U's and priests of Ceylon. March fi. ’37.
India on Parade (9) — A display of the wealth of
a maharajah
and glimpses of the Taj Mahal.
I'^eb. 6. ’37.
Mt SH AL COMEDIES
Sometime Soon (20) — A day-dreaming factory girl,
hoiiing that a romantic nobleman will marry her,
meets a fellow worker who dupes her. Gregory
Gaye,

Inez

Courtney.

March

0, ’37.

BOXOFFICE
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Undiplomatic
By IVAN
MOTION

picture-making

might have
way

assumed

of plain and

a new

Hollywood,

fancy censorship

consul

of films, was
when

good

Herr

Doktor's

in the

treated to

Dr. George

in Los Angeles,

decided

off anent the making of Universal's
currently completing production.
The

logically

that it had seen everything

high in this popular pastime

lyng, German

which

"The

manifesto,

Gyss-

to sound

Road

and

reflected unfavorably

in the form

its people.

exhibition

on present-day

of

he threatened,

but

picture — past, present, or future — in which
players

appears

While

would

Hollywood

letters of warning

is unanimous

from the Honorable

Anti-Nazi

fire from

any

any

only

one

the

as presumphas drawn

quarter — the Hollywood

to assume

that Universal

has adhered

rather strictly to the original in filming Erich Maria

Rem-

arque's epical word picture of conditions in post-war
Germany. There was nothing in the book that should
have

offended

very probably

anyone,

and, by the same

token, there will

be nothing in the picture at which

sensitive of Germanic

souls could

the most

take umbrage.

and
mitted to go

But even

have

been

WESTERN

Six

is erroneous,

EDITION

Is One

of

BOXOPPICE

Editions

TRAL, MIDWEST,

Are:

the Los

of the Hitler government

wise to wait until the picture was

tions in Which
Other

if this assumption

representative

NEW

Is

the

finished and

Seven

Sectional

Edi-

Published

Weekly.

The

ENGLAND,

SOUTHERN,

would

MIDEAST,

EASTERN.

CEN-

international

arbitrary stand

ultimatum.

censorship

unchallenged.
had

organization

League,

an

to come

nature and membership,

should

exclusively
which,

is obviously

several

should

have,

other groups
hands

from the Antiits very

antagonistic

picked

to mod-

The cudgel
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STUDIOS AWAIT UNION ONSLAUGHT
Ready to Bargain With Any
Majority Groups, Labor
Leaders Are Told
Qualified observers of Hollywood's turmoil of studio-labor relations, who have
been picking their way through the bog of
rumors, reports and conjectures prevalent
since the producer-labor
York

and

the supreme

discussions

in New

court’s decision

up-

holding the "Wagner act's validity, are
themselves for determined onslaughts along two major fronts this week
following confirmation of reports that;
bracing

1.

Motion picture producers have recognized the Wagner act as affecting the film

industry
the

and

collective

2.
labor

Members
unions,

are

taking

steps

bargaining
of various
not

aligned

agreement, have almost
zation of a
federation
strength
plead

and

representing

to deal

in the

basic

solid

for recognition.

labor contact for the association, was appointed to represent each member of the
group in dealing with labor unions. Casey
thereupon issued a statement that the association would deal with any labor group
on collective bargaining terms, with the
proviso that the union must show that a
majority of its members had joined in any
such movement. This adheres to the Wagwhich declares that only
consent may a union be

taking an active part in uniting the various unrecognized labor groups. At least
one meeting has been held during the past
week

at which representatives of unrecognized studio crafts discussed a proposed
federation of all labor outside members of
the basic agreement, to which five unions
are a party. Such a federation would act
in an advisory capacity over recognition
efforts by various unions belonging to it,
although, according to present reports,
each

member-union will petition individually to the producers.
Labor was to carry its organized drive
further when the federated union met Friday night, at which, SAG officials declare,
a name for the organization would be
selected and the appointment of Charles
Lessing to direct the campaign for producer recognition would be approved.
Spokesmen for the Guild state that 14
organizations now unrecognized by producers have signed with the federation.
The

•Continued
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on next page)

Three Quit Studio
as Yates Arrives
First official action to occupy the attention of Herbert Yates, Republic president,
when he set foot on the North Hollywood
lot to begin his long-anticipated survey of
the studio’s financial and production
status, was to accept the resignations of
■Victor Zobel and Burt Kelly, unit supervisors, whose names were dropped from
the personnel list early this week.
L. J. McCarthy

when

the Screen

who reported Monday, was accompanied by E. H. Goldstein, also a company executive. Almost coincidental with
his arrival L. J. McCarthy, who had been
in charge of activities on the lot since Nat
Levine’s resignation as vice-president in
charge of production, terminated his association with the company and left the lot.
McCarthy had been tentatively planning
next year’s production
which, it is understood,
by Yates

when

Conferences,
gan this wek,

schedule, a chore
will be taken over

he begins

his survey.

presided over by Yates, beattended by J. J. Milstein,

Albert 'Wilson and other studio executives.
Another move in the reorganization program came through the cutting down of
the writing staff, with six scripters being
laid off, at least temporarily.
To

Name

Levine

Playwrights-Producers

into effect, following

its ratifi-

cation by the writers’ branch of the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences,
the recently recognized writers’ association
was to meet this week under the leadership
of Grover Jones, president, to lay plans for
successful operation, including a working
methods for the SP’s arbitration machinery. Further conferences are scheduled to
take place from time to time.
Oppose

Pact

The Academy writers’ branch approved
the SP pact with the producers by a majority vote last week, thus clearing the
last hurdle to accord between producers
and playwrights. At the same time, the
Academy branch voted to amend its own
pact with the producers so that there would
be no conflict between it and the Playwrights’ agreement, giving the latter precedence in all matters concerning negotiations between writers and producers. The
two

codes parallel each other in most instances, and most members of the Academy

writers’ branch are also affiliated with the
SP. The Academy code continues until
1940, and the SP agreement will be in
effect until 1942.

Quits

Yates,

leading the fight for union recognition, admitted that the organization was

The Guild in First
Guild, rebuffed in New York

With

code going

Writers

em-

.Along the labor front, officials of the
Screen Actors Guild, which with the International Brotherhood of Painters has
been

president,

Playwrights Map
Arbitration Road

wage

front, will

entitled to bargain with its members’
ployer.
Unification Movement

To accommodate licensees of Electrical Research Products two new recording studios are to be constructed
in Hollyivood — one for the use of independent producers who rent space
at Grand Service Studios, the other
for the World Broadcasting Co., a
transcription firm.
The General Service recording
plant will be constructed at Eleanor
and Seivard Streets, while location of
the second transcription recording
plant loill be decided upon when

studio

Recognition of the act by the Motion
Picture Producers Assn, came about at a
meeting Tuesday night at which Pat Casey,

ner act’s content,
through majority

Erpi Licencees

Percy L. Deutsch, World’s
arrives here next week.

completed organi-'
which, united in
a

Studios for

under

agreement.
unrecognized

Two New

Successor

RELEASE AGENCY SET
FOR ROGERS SUBJECT
Produced

by

Metro

at the

request

of

Will H. Hays, the 'Will Rogers short subject, “Lest We Forget,” made to be shown
in connection with the drive for funds for
the Will Rogers Memorial Hospital at Saranac Lake will be made available through
the distribution channels of the National
Screen

Service

during

the

last week

in

April and the first week in May. In addition to physical distribution by the NSS,
the eight major releasing companies will
distribute prints of the short.
Appearing in the film are Allan
Robert Taylor, Gary Cooper and

Jones,
Harry

Carey. Henry Hathaway, E. Mason Hopper, Richard Thorpe and Harry Loud directed sequences of the picture, which
Frank

Studio spokesmen declare Yates will be
here for at least two weeks, during which
time he will appoint a successor to Levine
to take active charge of production.

Whitbeck, of Metro’s advertising department, produced.
Clips of pictures in which Rogers starred

are included. The picture has a 10-minute running time, is 750 feet in length of
pictorial and story, and carries an
tional 220 feet of music at the end.

Eddie Welch Re-Signs
Continuing a four-year association with
the studio, Eddie Welch. Paramount writer
has just signed a new two-year
contract without options.

straight

addi-

MACGOWAN
ON "HUDSON BAY"
“Hudson’s Bay Company” will be produced for 20th Century-Fox by Kenneth
Macgowan. Art Arthur, Richard Collins
and Michael Jacoby are scripting.
BOXOFFICE
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Film Activities
News to Millions
The extent to which news of the activities of the motion picture world is publicized throughout the nation and the world
as compared to the publicity gained by
other industries comparable in size was
strikingly illustrated this week through a
tabulation of a survey made by Metro in
conjunction with the preview of one of its
productions, “Night
place in Hollywood

Must Fall,” which
last week.

took

Attending the preview with the express
purpose of spreading news of the picture
before the eyes of millions of persons were:
Representatives of the four large wire
services, serving 3,605 newspapers with a
combined circulation of 42,250,000.
Thirty national and international newspaper syndicates, covering 2,305 publications circulating to more than 50,000,000
people.
Sixty fan magazine
preview

writers, covering

for fifteen magazines
culation of 5,000,000.

with

the

a cir-

Seven national magazines’ correspondents— serving 8,000,000 readers.
Twelve representatives from as many
key city newspapers.
Eleven motion picture trade publications,
covering virtually every theatre in the
United States.
One hundred and thirty-six newspapers
were supplied with wired feature reviews.
Thirty-two foreign correspondents, representing millions of readers abroad, wired
stories on the preview
tries.

to their own

coun-

his option

picked

up

CARRUTH

Power

ASSIGNED

“Channel Crossing” will be directed for
Universal by Milton Carruth. Production
starts May 3.

Prepare to Bargain
(Continued

from

preceding

page)

its secretary, Kenneth Thomson, was refused admittance to labor-producer confabs in order to present his request that
the Guild be included in the basic wage
agreement, will be the first to petition for
recognition under the Wagner act’s terms
of collective bargaining, with negotiations
scheduled to start April 26. Painters will
start dickering shortly thereafter.
Other unconfirmed reports pointed to
the possibility that the Studio Utility Employes, facing labor jurisdiction conflicts
with the lATSE, the latter of which is a
member of the basic studio pact, may
throw its support to the federation of unrecognized unions.

BOXOFFICE

Society Squawk

Further

The Hollywood offices of MPPDA
will take no action in regard to the
protests lodged with them by the
Foreign Press Society, 20 members
of which were lopped off the Hays
list of accredited press correspondents
during a general pruning of the list.
This was the attitude of Tom Pettey,
head of the publicity department of
the local Hays office, as disclosed this
week.
Pettey

declared

had

dropped

been

that
from

the

names

the list be-

ause “they weren’t producing,” and
appeared indifferent to the move by
Harold Salemson, president of the
Society, to register a protest tvith the
Neiv York office.
Salemson. basing his protest on the
fact that by removing the score of
foreign correspondents from the Hays
list, Pettey had “deprived them of a
livelihood,” has journeyed east with
Elaine Hellinger, vice-president, with
the dual purpose of talking over publication of a book and registering his
squawk with the Hays office there.

NEW

for another

year at 20th Century-Pox, Tyrone
will henceforth be rated as a star.

MILTON

Cool to Foreign Press

Consul Has No Intent to
Pursue the Matter

PARAMOUNT

Tyrone a Star
With

Nazi Consul's Warning
Stirs Active Resentment

With

plans

YARN

the entire film to be made

primitive wilds of Malay,
of Singapore, Paramount
for the

filming

in the

400 miles north
has announced

of a

jungle

melo-

drama, tentatively titled “Booloo,” under
the production guidance of Clyde E. Elliott.
Colin Tapley will be the only white actor
in the cast, the balance of which will be
made up entirely of Malayan natives. Carl
Berger and two assistants will do camera
work; Wilfred Deming will record sound.
Original story by Walter Post deals with
the adventures of a young Englishman on
a lone trek through the unexplored wilds.
The expedition leaves April 26, with ten
tons of equipment, and will be gone six
months.

CARR
"Hell

on

GETS
Ice,”

“HELL
an

ON

original

by

George

HAUTZIG

TO

Principal Pictures’ scenario
has added Selma Hautzig.

PRIN.
department

awakening

to the

fact that

served letters of warning upon 60 actors and technicians connected with the

making of “The Road Back” by Universal.
The consul’s message had informed the
players that should anything detrimental
to German culture be found in the filmization of Erich Maria Remarque’s sequel
to “All Quiet on the Western Front,” not
only would the film be barred from exhibition in that country, but the players appearing in it would also be banned in past,
present and future productions.
“Letters

to Clarify

a Law”

Dr. Gysslyng’s retirement from the field
of combat was learned during an interview with Boxoffice, in which it became
evident that, satisfied that he has done
his duty, he will do nothing further despite
the fact that echoes from the Hollywood
scene point toward what may become an
international issue.
not

intend

to carry

the

matter

any further,” Dr. Gysslyng told Boxoffice
this week. “The letters merely clarified a
section of German law as it applies to
screen material exhibited there.”
Secretary Hull Responds to Protest
All is not so quiet at the offices of the
Hollywood

Anti-Nazi

League,

however.

Reported last week to have taken the matter to the attention of official Washington,
the League, under the leadership of Donald Ogden Stewart, screen writer and novelist, disclosed this week that Secretary of
State

Hull

had

been

sul’s action by wire.
in part:

notified
The

of the con-

telegram

read,

“A

resolution has been passed by members of the Anti-Nazi League demanding
that you protest against the letter sent by
the German consul here to 60 actors conRoad

ICE"

Waggner, will be John Wayne’s next starring vehicle for Trem Carr. Harold Buckley will prepare the screenplay, and Carr
will produce for Universal release.
SELMA

had

“I do

PLANS

JUNGLE

Apparently

he had inserted his head into a hornet’s
nest in almost solidly anti-Nazi Hollywood,
Dr. George Gysslyng, German consul in
Los Angeles, has indicated that he does
not intend to pursue the matter further,
following the disclosure last week that he

nected with the making of the film, ‘The
Back.’ We consider that this constitutes an infringement on American diplomatic hospitality, and demand Dr. George

Gysslyng’s immediate removal.”
Plenty of action is indicated with the
announcement by Ruth Leo, secretary of
the

League, that Secretary Hull had replied to the telegram, asking for additional
information. A special meeting of the
League was called for Monday night at
which complete details of the objection to
Gysslyng’s message were to be
and foi’warded to Washington.

prepared
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accomplish this miracle. After haunting
casting offices and experiencing all of the
heart-breaking disappointments that confront the newcomer, she gets her big break
when she meets Norman Maine, male star
at the peak of his popularity, at a party
where she is working as a waitress. Maine’s
dipsomania is heading him for the downward path but before he starts slipping too
badly he uses his influence with Oliver
Niles, producer, to win an opportunity for
his newly-found friend. She clicks in her
first picture and becomes the idol of the
fans immediately. Follows marriage to
Maine and a happy honeymoon.
The girl goes up and up while he, unable to stand the gaff of becoming known
merely

as the husband of a great star, develops into a common drunk. Despite numerous embarrassing and detrimental situations to which his drunkenness subjects

her, she sticks to him. While convalescing from one of his sprees he inadvertently
overhears a conversation between his wife
and

A Star Is Born Slated
for Long Moneg Career
By IVAN SPEAR

each

■pHE spirit of Hollywood, its tinsel and
tarnish, its hokum and heartaches, its

receiving credit for the original story and
its direction, in both of which he displays

one

adding
nificent whole.

William

glamour

and

gawks — that enigmatic

some-

thing which characterizes the world’s film
capital and has thus far defied accurate
description — is masterfully and beautifully
imprisoned in celluloid in David O, Selznick’s “A Star Is Born,” a production destined to make boxoffice history through its
universal appeal to all classes of entertainment seekers. Not only is it the last word
in entertainment, which in itself would assure its success, but it has something more
for the fans — the truest, cleverest, most
subtly satirical portrait ever filmed of their

charm, it is photographed in Technicolor, used to the best advantage to date
because of the very naturalness of the
colorful workaday backgrounds against
which it is filmed.
Set
From
feature

for Big Money

any standpoint
is so superior

of valuation, this
to what Selznick

International has previously made for United Artists release as to render comparisons
impossible. It is sure to be one of the biggest— if not the biggest — revenue grossers
on the current UA schedule.
After that burst of justly deserved superlatives, it is hardly necessary to segregate
for individual laurels the various phases of
production, all of which are flawless with

34

A. Wellman

earns

a double

bow,

a rare ability and understanding for capturing and depicting the very soul of the
world’s most widely publicized community.
His story of the cinema center is a downto-earth, acceptable yarn having no compromise with the artificialities which have
pandered to popular perceptions in previous pictures based on Hollywood; and if
an occasional situation might be indicted
as somewhat exaggerated it is so greatly
overshadowed by the fast-moving action
and logical unfolding of the play as a
whole,

alluring amusement Mecca— Hollywood,
Then, too, and further to crystallize its
superb

its perfect bit to a mag-

that it accentuates

rather

than

de-

tracts from the story’s plausibility.
Smashing Gaynor Performance

Niles in which he learns that her loyalty is prompted by gratitude rather than
respect or love. Realizing that he is definitely through and is handicapping her
career he commits suicide. The girl decides to retire from her picture work but
is persuaded by the grandmother that her
duty to all concerned dictates that she
carry on.
March

Adds

New

and. as Gaynor’s husband, he doesn’t disappoint. In fact he adds new laurels to
his reputation as
actors by showing

one of pictures’ finest
that he is a master of

light comedy in the film’s early footage.
Adolphe Menjou is suave and convincing
as the fast-thinking, shrewd-but-sympathetic producer; May Robson will win her
way even further into the hearts of motion
picture lovers through her portrayal of
Gaynor’s grandmother; while comparably
fine jobs are registered by Andy Devine
and Lionel Stander, who, as a rather untypical Hollywood press agent, finds himself in the only unsympathetic part in the
picture.

"A STAR

IS BORN"

(Selznick-UA)
Producer
Director
Original Story

David O. Selznick
William A. Wellman
William A. Wellman,

Screenplay

Janet Gaynor is given the opportunity
of her career. She is perfectly cast and
doesn’t
many

overlook a single bet in taking advantage of a part, the portrayal of which
will acclaim as even greater than

her work in “Seventh Heaven,” which elevated her to the top ranks of stardom, a
position which this current performance
proves conclusively she is entitled to retain.
This accomplishment is aided by the color
photography which enhances her beauty
and talents.
She is cast as a movie-struck
the hinterlands who, aided by a
understanding grandmother,
Hollywood to achieve movie
proves that she is the one in a

girl from
loving and
comes to
fame and
million to

Honors

A standardly fine and workmanlike performance has come to be expected from
Fredric March in any part he undertakes

Musical Score
Photographer
Art Director
Color Designer
Costumes

W.

Robert Carson
Dorothy Parker,
Alan Campbell,
Robert Carson
Max Steiner
Howard Greene

Lyle Wheeler
Lansing C. Holden
Omar Kiam

Special Effects
Color Supervision

Jack Cosgrove
Natalie Kalmus

The Cast: Janet Gaynor, Fredric
March, Adolphe
Menjou, May Robson, Andy Devine, Lionel Stander,
Oweji Moore, Peggy Wood, Elizabeth
Jenns, Edgar Kennedy, J. C. Nugent,
Guinn Williams, Clarence Wilson.
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MARX

BROS. PLEAS
SEEN NEXT WEEK

Groucho and Chico Marx, indicted by
the federal grand jury at Los Angeles last
week for copyright violation on a complaint
filed by Carroll and Garrett Graham,
screen writers, will enter pleas when
Groucho has returned from a Honolulu
trip some time next week, according to the
comedian’s attorney, Lloyd Wright.
The indictment followed the filing of a
civil suit by the Graham brothers in which
they demanded $26,000 in damages for the
alleged use of a script written by them,
“The Hollywood Adventures of Mr. Dibble
and Mr. Dabble,” by the Marxes over a
radio program last September, without
obtaining permission of the Grahams. The
writers assert they obtained a copyright
on the script in April, 1934.
Wright contends that the script had been
written by A1 Boasberg in collaboration
with the Grahams, and that permission
had been granted for its use by the Marxes.
The attorney would not state on what basis
pleas would be entered for his clients in
the federal indictment.

GN TO MAKE EIGHT
FILMS DURING MAY
Tentative starting dates have been set
for eight Grand National pictures to be
produced in May, two on location and six
at the studio, bringing the total in production on the lot to capacity.
Condor puts “Love Takes Flight” into
work May 4; “Dynamite,” Richard A. Rowland producing, starts May 10; “Something
to Sing About,” May 10 with Victor Schertzinger producing; “Face the Facts,” with
Stuart Erwin, starting May 24, though no
producer or director has been set; “Honolulu Honeymoon,” a Zion Myers production, “Gorgeous,” produced by Eugen
Frenke, and “Grand Canyon,” a Richard
A. Rowland production, all starting May 31.

E. LLOYD

SHELDON
AND SI DISSOLVE

E. Lloyd Sheldon has terminated a fivemonth association with Selznick International as a producer. He left the lot last
week by mutual consent, although reason
for his departure was not disclosed.
While on the payroll Sheldon had worked
on preliminary plans for “The World’s Our
Oyster,” which was subsequently sold to
Metro, and then began preparations for
“Let Me Live.”

Para. Options Butler
Paramount has optioned the writing
contract of Frank Butler, currently collaborating with Don Hartman on the
screenplay of “And Then Came Spring”
from the original by Angela Sherwood.
The story is intended as a Bing Crosby
vehicle.
EDDIE

MORAN

JOINS

ROACH

Eddie Moran has joined the writing staff
at the Hal Roach studios.
BOXOmCE

:: April

24, 1937.
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Bright Business Vista
'Schat
Principal
n chen'
for aTarza
The hunt for film talent goes on
and on in the fertile brains of Hollywood’s publicists — on to its sometimes agonizing, often obvious and
usually drawn-out conclusioji. This
time it’s a repeat order from Principal Pictures’ press relations chief,
Paul Snell, who, having at long last
found a suitable Tarzan in the person of Glenn Morris, ex-athlete, now
announces another nation-combing
search for the ape-man’s mate.
Edward Gross, associate producer
for Sol Lesser at Principal, is all set
to take off on another talent-scouting jaunt throughout the United
States to find some girl — preferably
an unknown — who looks attractive in
tiger-skins and can climb trees with
dignity. He journeyed first to New
York, then works west.
First picture in the series of Tarzan tales to be produced by Lesser
will be “Tarzan’s Revenge.”

JOHN TRENT GETS
TIME OFF TO FLY

Reporting an auspicious start on Technicolor’s business year for 1937 and voicing
optimism concerning continued prosperity
for the industry. Dr. Herbert T. Kalmus
sailed for New York last week to attend
the annual director and executive meetings of the company in the east.
The Technicolor president revealed that
his company had more than doubled its
revenue during the first two months of
1937 as compared with a similar period in
1936, pointing out that this year’s schedule
calls for a dozen feature productions and
an increased number of short subjects to
be filmed in Technicolor.
Revenue

Doubled

“Business is better than at any time in
history,” Dr. Kalmus declared, “and I feel
that producers, exhibitors and the public
all are demanding more color pictures.”
After terminating the New York meetings, Dr. Kalmus will go on to London to
inspect the new company plant at Harmondsworth, which has been in operation
since January 1. He will be away from
Hollywood about eight weeks.
Technicolor’s profits — before taxes — for
January and February of 1937 approximated $120,000, double the amount earned
in 1936. Dr. Kalmus estimates that 60,000,000 feet of film will be shot in Technicolor in the remaining months of the year.

Producer B. P. Schulberg isn’t going to
let anybody forget that John Trent, under
contract to him, is an aviator as well as a
film player.
He has given permission to Trent to take
part in the U. S. Army air reserve’s annual
two-week battle-practice session at Long
Beach from July 4 to July 17, and the
actor has applied for service with the detachment. Production schedule on “The
Great Gambini,” in which the former TWA
pilot is appearing, will be revised to permit
time out.

"Earth" to Thousands
Attendance figures at the Carthay Circle roadshowing of Metro’s “The Good
Earth” had mounted to a total of 162,000
persons at the end of last week, with theatre and studio estimates placing the draw
at 200,000 before the picture closes its engagement there April 25.

ARMETTA

IN BREEN

STARRER

Henry Armetta joins the cast of Bobby
Breen’s next starrer for RKO Radio release, “Make a Wish,” which goes before
the cameras May 7 with Kurt Neumann
directing. Picture is being produced by
Sol Lesser at Principal.

David

Rubinoff,

violin maestro,

gets

to work as soon as he arrives in Hollywood. Here he is tuning his fiddle
in preparation

to begin work in 20th

Century-Fox’s “You Can’t Have Everything,” as Iva Stewart, one of the studio’s contract players, looks on.
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Three Ether Skeins
Compete to Sign Talent
The scramble to place radio personalities under exclusive network contracts will
be a three-way battle from now on, with
the newest of the coast-to-coast hookups,
Mutual-Don Lee, revealing this week that
plans have been completed for the expansion of its Thomas Lee Artists Service, a
subsidiary of the net, which will move its
offices from the KHJ studios in Los Angeles to Hollywood.
This

entry

comes shortly after the announcement by the National Broadcasting
Company that its artists bureau had begun
to .sign radio figures to exclusive pacts
with that network, and the disclosure that
the Columbia Broadcasting System had
almost completed preparations for the
opening of its talent agency, under the
direction of Larry White, in Hollywood.
NBC

Studio

Site

Announced

Paramount toAbandon
Weekly Broadcast

cast. “Paramount on Parade,” is to
discontinued. Although difficulties with the summer schedule, including eastern daylight saving tune,

was given as the reason for abandonment by the studio, the decision came
as a surprise to Hollywood and is
causing no little conjecture.
The program had
only four weeks.

been

running

for

gram, which moved out to the coast an an
NBC feature after being aired from the
east since its inception.

discovery that NBC had optioned the property. Coincidental with this announcement, unofficially confirmed by spokesmen for the network, station KMTR began
moving its executive offices from its present location to the Associated Studios on
Vine Street, with broadcasts to originate

Radio executives from the coast will kill
two birds with one stone when, en route
to Chicago for the annual convention of
the National Association of Broadcasters,
scheduled for June 20, they will stop off
in Salt Lake City June 15 to attend the

Artists lot, on which KMTR’s offices have
been maintained. KMTR
will begin shortly
to construct a radio “village” on Cahuenga,
near the NBC property.
Two

Texas

Stations

Enter

the addition of Harry L. Bryant to KHJ’s
technical staff. The Mutual-Don Lee net
will officially salute two new stations joining the coast-to-coast chain May 1 when
KTAT, at Fort Worth, and WRR, at Dallas, Texas, come into the fold.
Program news emanating
wood is headlined by word

from Hollythat Jimmie

Fider’s film city gossip broadcast will be
heard twice weekly, instead of once, beginning May 21, with Fidler to be heard
Fridays, as well as Tuesdays, over 55 stations of the NBC. His Friday broadcasts
will be similar in material and will hit
the ether waves at the same time. He will
continue throughout the summer months.
Fred Keating, screen and radio figure,
began a five-week chore last Sunday as
master of ceremonies of the Chevrolet pro-
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Two

Radio

Conventions

meeting of the Radio Division of the Pacific Advertising Clubs Association, to be
held there under

the chairmanship

of Har-

rison Holliway, manager of NBC’s two local
outlets. KFI and KECA. Among those attending will be Donald Thornburgh, CBS’s
western chief; Ben McGlashan, owner of
KGFJ; and others.

Mutual

Radio’s personnel was added to this week
by the appointment of Charles E. Sayler to
the post of public relations director for
the Don Lee broadcasting system, and by

already

contracted

for by RCA

under

exist-

ing producers’ agreements, according to
terms of the contract just signed with
General Service Studios by Edward Alperson, GN president.
Western Electric will furnish the Richard
A. Rowland unit shooting “Dynamite,” the
James Cagney starrer, with the first portable sound trailer of the new series the
is building.

METRO

PLANS NEW
"THIN MAN"

FILM

Continuing its “Thin Man” series, Metro
has announced plans for the filming of a
third, “The Return of the Thin Man,” with
William Powell and Myrna Loy repeating
their roles. Albert Hackett and Frances
Goodrich will adapt from the original by
Dashiell Hammett, with Hunt Stromberg
in charge of production.
The

dog, Asta, will also be in the cast.

NEW

the National Broadcasting Company’s coast
operations, to erect that hookup’s new
studios at Cahuenga and Romaine Avenues,
in Hollywood, on a ten-acre tract. Word
of the decision came about through the

the station’s transmitters on Cahuenga. The move was necessitated by a
building expansion program on the United

Western Electric sound recording will be
used on all Grand National productions not

quits — at least for the time being —
with the announcement from Paramount that its Sunday weekly broadbe

NATIONAL
DEALS WITH W.E.

company

After a brief experiment with radio
entertainment, another major motion
picture studio has decided to call it

Next in importance on Hollywood’s radio
horizon this week was the final decision by
Don E. Gilman, vice-president in charge of

from

GRAND

CONN MANAGER
INTO REMODELING

Having been signed as general manager
of the Maurice Conn Studios, Richard J.
Pearl has launched plans to remodel one
of the sound
tive offices.

stages and

A $10,000
the task.

budget

redecorate

has

been

execu-

allotted

to

Six GN Releases Set
Grand National productions to be released during the remainder of April and
May, as scheduled by Edward Alperson,
will find

“Killers

of the

Sea”

going

out

April 24; Boris Korloff in “Juggernaut”
April 30; Anna Sten and Henry Wilcoxon
in “Two

Who

Dared”

May

7; Beniamino

Gigli in “Forever Yours” May 14; Tex Ritter in “Sing, Cowboy, Sing” May 21; and

PEIRCE TO COASTAL
MONO. PUBLICITY lOB
Bill Peirce has arrived in Hollywood to
begin his duties as publicity director for
W. Ray Johnston’s Monogram
Walter Greene, who had been

Pictures.
handling

Monogram on a part-time basis since November, bows out. He had been working
under terms of an understanding with
Johnston that he would serve as publicist
until the company began production, which
commenced last week with the launching
of “Blazing

Barriers.”

Powell

has signed

a new

Nagel

in “Marked

Money”

May

28.

In"
"Stand
es hasforbegun
Prepar
Garnett
preparation for

Tay

his directorial assignment on “Stand In,”
for Walter Wanger, by taking over office
space

on the United Artists lot. Production v/ill start early in June from the Gene
Towne-Graham Baker script of Clarence
Budington

Kelland’s

original

story.

Principal Signs Three
Three writers have been signed at Principal to work on originals and adaptations
for the outdoor action series starring Paul

New Pact to Dancer
Eleanor

Conrad

Metro

contract which includes a clause permitting her to employ 12 weeks each year for
the creation of new dances.

Kelly and Richard Arlen for 20th CenturyFox release. The new trio includes Forrest Barnes, Barry Barringer and Clay
Osborne.
BOXOFFICE
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^Inimatk^
Hollywood’s cricket-playing English fans,
members of the Hollywood Cricket Club,
staged an all-day welcome for the English
cricket team which stopped off on its return from Australia last week. Headed
by C. Aubrey Smith, club president, the
welcoming committee included Boris Karloff, Murray Kinnell, Henry Stephenson,
Nigel Bruce, and Claude King. The day
was spent in visiting studios, having luncheon and 4 o’clock tea.
★

Members of the Masquers Club honored
Dr. A. H. Giannhii, Jesse L. Lasky, J.
Cheever Cowdin, Charles Rogers, James
Normanly, Rupert Hughes, Lew■k Brown,
GroAam Baker, Gene Toione and Rolf
Passer at luncheon last week. R. H. Burnside ecmeed. Entertainment loas furnished
by Eddie Garr, Marek
vin Marzell.

Windheim

and

Mar-

Charles J. Heidsieck, the “champagne
king” of France, was a guest of Robert Taylor’s at Metro last week.
★
Herbert Marshall plans a seven-weeks’
motor tour along the Pacific coast as far
as Vancouver when he has finished his
current picture assignment.
★
Luncheon guests of Louis B. Mayer at
Metro one day last week were Lord and
Lady Marley, the former of whom is the
opposition whip in the British House of
Commons.
k

Edwin

Knopf,

New York
terial.

Metro

searching

scenario

for suitable

new

★

Director John Ford has returned from
his Honolulu vacation to begin another film
chore.
First woman to cross the new Golden
Gate Bride in San Francisco was Mae

Creek

West, who journeyed to the northern city
this week as one of the guests of honor at

★
A

bicycle treasure

hunt

was

the theme

of Hedda Hopper’s and Ted Beckham’s
novel party at the Bel Air Country Club
this week.
k

John Howard broke his ankle
while playing tennis with Karl
the Los Angeles Tennis Club.

last week
Struss at

the span’s opening. She was accompanied
by Victor Shapiro and a corps of men from
the Los

Angeles

sheriff’s
office.
★

Three hundred and forty-eight participants battled their way through 18 holes
of golf at the Rancho Country Club last

in the

in 20th Century-Fox’s annual tourney, with Walt Scharff, of the studio music
departjnent, turning in the low wimimg
score.
★

Paramount Studio Club’s annual spring
golf tourney at the Altadena Country Club
May 16. In charge of arrangements are
Lynn H. Buell, G. A. Rasdall and Christopher Dunphy.

Frank Mankiewicz, father of Joseph and
Herman Mankiewicz, Metro executive and
writer respectively, left last week for New
York after a visit with his sons.
*

★

More

than

250

will participate

week

*

Rosalind Russell is motoring
California to visit friends.

to northern

G. V. T. Burgess, vice-president and general inanager of General Service Studios,

*

The British consul to Chma, Sir John
Brennon, and Lady Brennon were guests
at luncheo?i last week of Marcella Knapp,
member of Metro’s casting department.
Sir John and Lady Brennon are returning
to England for the coronation.
*

Harlan Thompson, Russell Crouse and
Howard Lindsay, Paramount employes, are
on their way to New York via the Grace
liner, Santa Paula. Producer Thompson
and

Writers Crouse and Lindsay will complete the script of a forthcoming picture
during the journey.
★

Hugh Herbert is recuperating from an
abdominal operation performed last week
at the' Cedars
Jaul
earned
“Hotel
dule.

of Lebanon
★

Hospital.

Jones and George Archainbaud
a half day of golf by bringing
Haywire’’
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of sche-

in Hollywood,

Salary Publicity Ban
Vote Is Near
Washington — The lower house of
Congress will vote next week on the
Doughton resolution to repeal the
federal law requiring publication of
individual salaries in excess of $15,000 yearly, it was assured Thursday
by action of the powerful house rules
committee.
The resolution directly affects
higher -salaried industry executives
and talent inasmuch as they have
contended that publication of their
salaries in effect provides a “sucker
list” for promoters of various types
of “rackets” and subjects them to
extortionists. Chairman Doughton
of the ways and means committee,
author of the resolution, said that he
hoped to bring it up for action either
Monday or Tuesday of next week.

who

has

beeji ill.

k

Dr. Lee De Forest, radio pioneer, headed
the list of Scotch Treat luncheon guests
this week. Other guests included Leon
Gordon, Homer Grunn, Lewis Browne,
Richard Hageman, Carroll Sibley and
Julian P. Oliver. Lee Shippey presided.
★
Joseph

I. Breen,

production code
turned from New

head

of the

administration,
York.

MPPDA
has

re-

*

ma-

Their vacation concluded, Mr. and Mrs.
Sam Coslow have returned from Furnace
Valley.

studios

this week after pinch-hitHickson, manager of the

head, is in

k

Inn, in Death

left Hew York
ting for Dan

Charles

Munro,

president

of the

Hoyt

theatre chain in Australia and New Zealand, is in Hollywood to confer with Darryl
Zanuck and William Goetz on forthcoming
20th Century-Fox product. Accompanied
by his wife and daughters, Betty and Jane,
he will remain here for a few days, then
go

on

to New

York,

where

he

will meet

Sidney Kent, 20th Century-Fox president.
Kent will return with him to Australia.
*

Jack L. Warner leaves early next week
for New York to attend the Warner sales
convention. Edward Selzer, publicity director at the studio, follows April 30.
★

Raspigo Borsano, Italian composer, was
guested at luncheon by Victor Young at
Parainount this week.
k

His
Lusty

two-week
is back

vacation

at work

concluded,

at RKO

Lou

Radio.

*

Golf bugs at Hal Roach’s studio have set
May 23 as the date of their second annual
tournament.
k

Maurice Conn was due in from New York
this week, having completed distribution
arrangements for the forthcoming season.
*

Kurt

Neumann

location scouting
torial effort.

will depart

shortly on

a

trip for his Jiext direck

May Robson celebrated her 72nd birthday this week by being feted at a special
luncheon at Metro, with Louis B. Mayer
as host. Studio players and technicians
joined in the festivities.
★

A relapse following an appendectomy resulted in the death of Fredric Hope, associate art director at Metro, this week. He
is survived by a widow, Thelma Paddock
Hope, and three children, Marcia, Fredric
and Stephen.
k

Producer Sam Katzman, of Victory Pictures, celebrated the arrival of a sevenpound-eleven-ounce son at the Cedars of
Lebanon hospital, April 21. Mrs. Katzman
and the baby are doing well.
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ROSENBLATT HEADS
RENOWNED ARTISTS

Universal the Latest

A

to Decide Coast Parley
Swelling the number of motion picture
companies which will hold their annual
sales conventions this year in Hollywood
to seven. Universal this week announced
plans to bring its sales group and homeoffice personnel to Los Angeles for a fiveday session beginning May 17. The decision was reached by James R. Grainger,
head of the company’s sales devision, who
is here joining in studio conferences with
J. Cheever Cowdin and Charles R. Rogers.
The party will be brought to Southern
California via a special train and will be
ensconced in the Hotel Ambassador, where
the conferences are set to be held.
Others
Meanwhile

Preparing

Paramount,

Grand

National.

Metro and 20th Century-Fox, all of whom
have made definite plans to hold their
yearly sales and distribution parleys in the
film city, are continuing their efforts to
prepare for the expected avalanche of
branch and district managers, salesmen,
homeoffice

executives and foreign representatives who will be on hand for the

parleys.
First

to arrive

were

Neil

Agnew

SCRIPTER BENNETT
REPORTS TO GOLDWYN
Coming to Hollywood on a term writing
contract with Universal, Charles Bennett,
English scenarist, reported to Samuel
Goldwyn
checking

on a loan-out deal without even
in at his home studio. He is set

to work on the script of “The Adventures
of Marco Polo’’ for Goldwyn, as Universal
had no present assignment for him.

film producing

corporation

with

Sol Rosenblatt in active charge of its organization. Although details as to plans
of the company, to be known as Renowned
Artists, Inc., have not been made available
as yet, it is understood that John Ford,
Tay Garnett and Ronald Colman, among
others, will be financed in productions
under their own operating units.
The $2,000,000 capitalization was financed by Louis Lurie, San Francisco realtor
and theatre operator, who will head the
company. Rosenblatt is negotiating with
United Artists to clear the new concern’s
product through UA release channels.
Lester Cowan and Coleman’s business
manager, William Hawks, are included in
the set-up.

Bennett did such scripts as “Thirty-Nine
Steps,” “The Man Who Knew Too Much,”
and “Secret Agent” in England.

Original by Graham
Carroll

Graham

will write

an

original

story around the title “Some Call It Love”
for B. F. Zeidman, to complete Zeldman’s
Grand National release program for this

Termer to Terhune
Republic

new

some of Hollywood’s top names in its roster
has been incorporated in Delaware with

has signed Max Terhune, exvaudeville trouper, to a five-year acting

pact and plans to feature him in “First
Prize,” a story of Dore Schary. Bradford
Ropes will do the screenplay, and Bert
Clark has been set to handle production.
Oscar and Elmer, radio comics, will have
featured parts in the cast.

season.
Navy,”

The

picture will go into work

fol-

lowing completion of “Sweetheart of the
which starts shooting April 23.

LONG

TERMER

FOR

RUBEN

Metro has signed J. Walter Ruben
new long-term directorial contract.

to a

and

Robert Gillham, vice-president in charge
of sales and director of advertising and
publicity respectively for Paramount, who
were

expected

in Thursday

to go over pre-

liminary plans for that company’s convention with studio executives. The sessions
are scheduled for June 9 to 13 at the Hotel
Ambassador. Christopher J. Dunphy,
studio publicity and advertising director,
is busy preparing a production trailer for
exhibition to visiting salesmen, consisting
of a

composite

of the

son’s product. Details
out by Herb Moulton.
Agnew
shortly

and

Gillham

by Edward

forthcoming
are

were

being

sea-

worked

to be followed

J. Peskay,

Grand

Na-

tional’s vice-president in charge of distribution, and Edward Finney, publicity and
advertising head and producer of the Tex
Ritter westerns, who were due later this
week. They have been on tour of the GN
exchanges, and will, while in Hollywood,
set plans for GN’s convention, which opens
May 16 at the Hotel Ambassador. Seventy
delegates are expected.
Metro

Meets

First

Howard Dietz, director of publicity and
advertising for Metro, W. R. Ferguson,
chief of exploitation, and J. S. MacLeod,
in charge of exchange maintenance, are
expected to arrive early next week.
convention opens May 2.

Metro’s

Twentieth Century-^Fox’s six-day session
will open May 30, with more than 250 employes taking part in the proceedings at
the Hotel Ambassador.
RKO

will hold

its sixth annual

tion at the Ambassador
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conven-

Hotel, June

16-18.

Although

they own

an historic castle in Scotland

arid a 70,000 acre

estate,

the biggest thrill of Lord and Lady Roderick Tarbat’s American visit, they
declared, was their visit to Hollywood and the motion picture colony. Here
011

the

set

of

Walter

Wanger’s

"Vogues

tains the titled couple, center, while

of

1938”

Douglas

Warner

Fairbanks

Baxter,

looks on.
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Interest Grows in Key
City Beauty Contest
His proposed film talent hunt has
met with such whole-hearted approval by Junior Chambers of Commerce in key cities throughout the
nation, according to Norris J. Nelson,
president of Hollywood’s Junior
Chamber, that he will continue to
develop plans for the stunt whether
official Hays office approval of the
matter is forthcoming or not — which
approval has, so far, not been obtained.
Nelson, who returned last week
from a tour of the United States during which he visited Junior Chambers
in Denver, Kansas City, St. Louis,
Chicago, Washington, Buffalo and
New York, indicated that should the
Hays office turn the idea down, he
would go to independent producers
to give grand prize winners screen
tests and short-term contracts.
The project embraces individual
“beauty” contests in various cities,
the winners to be sent to Hollywood
for a gala “fiesta,” and perhaps to
movie fame. Finals are tentatively
set to be held here this fall.

"FORLORN

RIVER"

IN WORK

Paramount put “Forlorn River,” a Zane
Grey outdoor yarn, into production this
week with Director Charles Barton leading
the cast to Kernville for location work.

Oscar Home Bankmptcij
Trial Begins in Conrt
HOMOLKA SIGNS
PARAMOUNT

PACT

Oscar Homolka, English actor, has been
signed to a Paramount contract and will
arrive in Hollywood May 10 to go into the
lead in “Ebbtide,” Technicolor production
with Prances Farmer which Lucien Hubbard will produce. Ray Milland and Lloyd
Nolan are also cast.
Henry Hathaway will direct from
story by Robert Louis Stevenson and

the
the

screenplay by Bertram Milhauser. Homolka has appeared in several pictures for
Gaumont British.

20th-Fox Options Six
Twentieth Century-Fox went
tion spree this week and picked

on an opup, among

others, a year’s stretch on Shirley Temple’s
contract. Others whose contracts were renewed are David Hempstead, writer and assistant associate producer; Milton Sperling,
writer; David Buttolph, composer; and
Douglas Fowley, George Ernest and Jed
Prouty, actors.

Woes of every description are besetting
the Hollywood Studio and its president and
manager, Oscar L. Horne, who has filed a
bankruptcy plea in federal court here as
a means of obtaining extension of time in
which to pay the company’s obligations to
L. A. Young, owner of the property, from
whom Horne and his erstwhile partner,
Maurice Gebber, rented on a five-year lease
and forthwith fell in arrears on the rent
to the sum of $4,500.
The hearing, which opened April 21 before Federal Judge Paul McCormick, found
Horne, acting as his own attorney, submitting a variety of reasons for his failure to
pay; among them, according to spokesmen
for him, suspension of production by commercial film makers renting space on the
lot due to the epidemic of sit-down strikers
in the east, and the recent siege of influenza which incapacitated technicians of
producing

companies
Staved

Off

at the studio.
Petition

Earlier this month Horne successfully
fought off a petition brought by Young to
have the property returned to him when
Judge McCormick denied Young’s petition
on condition that Horne pay the rental
owed not later than May 6. Young based
his plea for return of the studio also on
charges that Horne’s company had failed
to sign for fire insurance, had not taken
proper

care of the property and had illegally transferred the lease, originally contracted for by Gebber. Horne denied all
charges.
Horne took over management of the
property in March when Gebber, former
president, resigned to return to his fur
business. The bankruptcy action was decided upon at a board of directors meeting
March 18, when Horne was put in charge.
Assets
Assets

Total

$121,015.83

of the corporation,

according

to

figures submitted by Horne, are estimated
at $121,015.83, against unsecured debts of
$16,015.15. The company is incorporated
for $500,000 capital stock.
Meanwhile Crescent Pictures, Jam Handy
Industrials, a Condor unit and Imperial
Pictures have contracted for rental space
on the lot and are engaged in production.

Martini Starts Film

With his production of “Maytime” for Metro selected as the best picture released during March, by the National Screen Council, Hunt Stromberg adds
another Boxoffice Blue Ribbon to his collection. The two in frames on
the wall were won by him in April and December, 1935, for “Naughty Marietta” and “Ah, Wilderness” respectively .
BOXOFFICE
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Nino
who is
the Los
confer

Martini, Metropolitan Opera tenor,
fulfilling a concert engagement at
Angeles Philharmonic April 27, will
the day before with Producer Jesse

L. Lasky at RKO Radio regarding production phases of his first RKO Radio picture,
as yet untitled. Robert Harrari and Hans
Kraly are writing an original story for him.

39

PARA. SIGNS YOUMANS
FOR FILM MUSICAL
Vincent Youmans, Broadway producer of
musical shows, has been signed by Paramount to write, compose score for and
organize a film musical, "Sweet Sunday,”
for which Dorothy Lamour has been set
in the featured feminine role. Martha
Raye, Ben Blue, Olympe Bradna, Benny
Baker and the Yacht Club Boys are also
tentatively cast.
William LeBaron will produce,
to start within ten weeks.

with work

Conn Shares Space
Cantabria Films, a Spanish producing
unit, and Fanchon Royer, independent producer, have taken space at the Conn
Studios. Cantabria will begin production
May 1 on “El Camino de Hollywood,” while
Miss Royer has rented space for the making of six pictures — two to be made in May,
the remaining four in June.

Megs "Flood
Crest"
moves over to Major

E. A. Dupont

Pic-

tures from Paramount to direct "Flood
Crest,” with Grant Richards in the male
lead. Dupont wound up his Paramount
directorial contract with the completion of
"Night

of Mystery,”

finished

last week.

Cap Autry Series
Last of Gene Autry’s current series of
eight outdoor films for Republic went before the cameras this week under Armand
Schaeffer's supervision, with Joe Kane directing. The picture is titled "The Singing Kid From Pine Ridge.”

Mrs. Zioncheck to Write
H. H. Van Loan, currently contracted to
write eight original stories for Advance
Pictures, has signed with Rubye Nix Zioncheck, widow of Marion Zioncheck, late
congressman, to write the history of her
life. The yarn will be syndicated nationally.

stories and

screenplays

The Universal retrenchment scene shifted slightly this week when, during the
course of the series of production conferneces being held between J. Cheever Cowdin, chairman of the company’s board of
directors, Charles R. Rogers, vice-president
in charge of production and J. R. Grainger, sales chief, the 1936-37 shooting schedule was enlarged by the addition of five
story properties. The expansion will carry
the program into July.
CowDiN Prolongs Stay
Studio

officials declared

the

additions

were made necessary because of earlier
starting dates on several films which go
into production shortly. The five added
are:

“Channel

Crossing,”

which

E.

M.

for Vic-

tory’s next two Tom Tyler western, “The
Trail Feud" and "Mystery Range,” have
been completed by Basil Dickey. Bob Hill
will direct. Production will be supervised
by Sam Katzman.

La ROCQUE

ROLE IN 'THE SHADOW'
the title role

Rod La Rocque will have
in a series of four pictures

Allan

TO

DIRECT

Dwan

has

betn

titled “The Shadow,” has been completed
by A1 Martin, and production is scheduled
for release in August. Tentative title for
the second

film is “The

TERRY
Paramount
tract of Terry
Music.”
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RAY

EXTENDED

has extended

the acting con-

Ray, currently

in “Mountain

Shadow

Abroad.”

Lead to Parisian Star
Germaine Aussey, Parisian film star who
was brought to America two weeks ago by
20th

Century-Fox,

has

been

cast

in the

romantic lead in “Lancer Spy,” which
Gregory Ratoff will direct. Shooting starts
early

this week.

Script

was

written

by

Phillip Dunne from Marte McKenna’s
ently.
novel. Miss Aussey speaks English flu-

least another

Stewart,

fortnight.

Thorough

prun-

ing of the studio’s personnel roster, coupled
with budget discussions on forthcoming
films, have been the order of the day.
Karloff Leaves Studio
Latest to leave the lot is Kubec Glasmon,
who had been with the company for a year
as producer and writer. He checked off
last week after completing production of
"The Man in Blue.”
Universal lost another personality, also,
when Boris Karloff, unable to find a story
suitable for him, terminated his contract
agreement with the company although it
still had one picture to go. He had just
completed a role in "Night
release shortly.

FRENKE

Key,”

ready

for

PREPARING

Frenke

has begun

Donald

Ogden

now

Republic has pun hasetl
inal by Dr. Louis Berg.

preparations

for

in London,

William

Anthony

“Prison

Nurse.”

an

orig-

McGuire,

Metro

producer,

has

the company
an original story, “A Rendezvous With Love,” dealing with the private lives
two opera stars.

“No
Beck,

script

contacted
telephone

by
for

Jennings on "Kim"

Screenplay on Kipling’s “Kim,” which
Metro will produce with Freddie Bartholomew in the starring role, is being handled
by Talbot Jennings, who returned recently
from an extended stay in London. Louis
Lighton will produce.

Linden Long-Termer
options

for a

fifth. First picture will be “Here’s Flash
Casey,” adapted from the stories by George
Harmon Cox, dealing with the adventures
of a candid camera photographer.

"Chicago" for King
direct “Chicago” for
Kingox,will
Henry
20th
Century-F
production starting May
24. Script is by Lamar Trotti and Sonya
Levien from the original story by Niven
Busch.

LOWENSTEIN

SET

Maurice Conn has set Joseph O’Donnell
and Stanley Lowenstein to collaborate on
the story and screenplay for another Kermit Maynard 'Western, “The Fighting

play by Warden
Louis Lawes
has been purchased by War-

sold
of

was

Goldwyn via long-distance
the assignment.

will

BUYS

Metro has purchased “Baby Face,” a magazine
yarn by George Bruce, and “Navy Blue and Gold,”
a nove! by the same author.
“<’halked Out.” a
and Jonathan Finn,
ner.

Stewart

in four pictures yearly, with

starring role, by moving his offices to the
GN lot.
He is interviewing writers to develop his
original story idea.

STORY

Takes Chore From London

Eric Linden has signed a long-term pact
with Grand National. He will be featured

FOR GN'S 'GORGEOUS'
Eugen

to direct

“Heidi,” the next Shirley Temple starrer
for 20th Century-Fox. Production starts
May 10, from the original by Johanna
Spyri.

on the

“Honeymoon in Reno,” from the original
by Virginia Kellogg, for Samuel Goldwyn.

TEMPLE

assigned

based

adventures of “The Shadow,” fictional
character, to be produced by Max Alexander for Grand National. First script,

O'DONNELL,
DWAN

GETS TITLE

Asher will produce; “Behind the Mike,”
with Lou Brock as producer; “Four Black
Sheep,” a B. G. DeSylva production; and
"Synthetic Gentleman,” and “Adventure’s
End.” both to be produced by Trem Carr.
Cowdin, who resumed his studio survey
last week after returning from a brief
journey to New York, will remain for at

the filming of "Gorgeous” for Grand National, with Anna Sten, his wife, in the

Completes Scripts
Original

Universal Adds 5
Stories to Slate

Groom to Bride Her,” an original by
has been i*urchased by RKO
Radio.

George

Texan.”JULIAN JOHNSON RE-SIGNED
Darry Zanuck has renewed Julian Johnson’s contract as story editor at 20th Century-Fox. Johnson has held the post for
five years.
BOXOFFICE
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CALIFORNIA CENSORSHIP THREAT
Absolves DeMille

Los Angeles — Following the perennial scare which hits the motion picture business when the state assembly goes into session at Sacramento

Firm of Tax Claim
San Francisco — An unanimous decision
from the United States circuit court of
appeals sitting here this week relieved
Cecil B. De Mille Production, Inc., from
the necessity of paying more than million
dollars worth of income tax claimed by
the United States Department of Internal
Revenue.
Exactly $1,207,059 deficiency income tax
was claimed from the film organization by
Internal Revenue Commissioner Guy T.
Helvering, the sum cited as due for the
years from 1924 to 1929. De Mille himself
was

associated with Paramount
ducer during the period.

as a pro-

Attorneys for the De Mille company
based their defense on the assertion that
there had been no distribution of earnings
during those years, but that the profits
had been allowed to accumulate with the
aim of eventually
producing unit.
The

federal

forming

court

Three Organizations Lead
in Endeavor to
Restrain

Divorce and Playdate
Bills Tabled

an independent

Los Angeles — The threat of motion picture censorship in California, which so far
has been limited to the city of Pasadena,
where a local group sits in judgment upon
all films exhibited in that area, has arisen
again with the announcement that the

has come another two-year respite
from legislative action affecting films
with the news that two anti-industry
bills introduced by Assemblyman Ernest Voight of Culver City have been
tabled indefinitely.
The two measures, 07ie to divorce
producer -distributor ownership
eration of theatres and the
to eliminate playdates, had
scheduled for hearing this
Shelvmg of the bills makes a

Knights of Columbus, Elks, and the American Legion have banded together in a
campaign against the showing
sive” pictures in this state.

Renewal of the crusade for regulation of
all films exhibited here was caused by the

or opother
been
week.
clean

Los Angeles showing of two films, “Spain
in Flames” and “In Defense of Madrid,”
both allegedly propaganda pictures produced by the Russian Communist party.

sweep of Voight’s original trio, the
first of which was mdefinitely put off
last week. It was designed to ban

Thomas

block booking and went down to defeat through the fight waged against

followed

PROMOTIONS, SHIFTS
BY FOX WEST COAST
Los Angeles — Stanley Meyer, former district manager for Fox Midwest Theatres
in Milwaukee, and more recently operator
of the Florence Mills here, has joined the
Fox West Coast organization as manager
of Bard’s Theatre, Glendale. He replaces
James Richardson who has been switched
to the Van Nuys Theatre, Van Nuys. Other
changes reported from B. V. Sturdivant’s
district have James Michelstetter transferred from the Highland Park Theatre to
the California Theatre, both in Glendale.
Homer Skillion moves from the California
to the Aroya, Los Angeles, and Roy Evans
goes from the Arroya to the Highland.
Bert Henson has been appointed temporary manager of the Pox Plaza Theatre,
San Diego, replacing Eddie Reed, who resigned. This change is in George Bowser’s
district. Prom Homer Gill’s dis.rict, Frank
Browne has been assigned to replace Robert Cottom as manager of the California
Theatre, Bakersfield.

throughout the eastern and mid- western
states by censor boards, he has been asked
to take action against the local exhibition
of the pictures.

Inasmuch

Wage Tilts Likelg
for FWC Employes
Los Angeles — At least two groups

EXCHANGE

Denver — Pat Pinnell, former salesman
for Grand National in Kansas City, has
been appointed manager of the Denver exchange. He was affiliated with the Kansas
City office since last October.

BOXOFFICE

of Fox

West Coast’s lower bracket employes will
receive voluntary wage increases and there
is a strong possibility that others in similar wage groups may be included in the
pay hike when it is put into effect shortly.
Those who have been assured of the pay
increases are theatre doormen who are listed on the circuit’s “permanent employe’’
classification and janitors, whose services
are supplied through the American Building and Maintenance Co. The pay boosts
are to be made in proportion to the present
compensation and the length of time that
the individual has been employed.
Circuit spokesmen admitted that there
was a likelihood of other small wage groups
being included in the increase, but stated
that the matter would be brought up at a
forthcoming

meeting, when the official announcements of the increases would be

made.

Monogram
GN

of the

Seek

Legislation

an

by the Internal Revenue Department from a ruling by the U. S. Board of
Tax Appeals which also held the De Mille
contention valid.

HEADS

secretary

by the organization’s executive council in
New York that the films had been barred

it by Morgan Walsh, independent opperator in northern California.
No other bills dealing with film
exhibition and distribution practices
were mtroduced at this sessioii of the
assembly.

appeal

PINNELL

B. Flanagan,

Los Angeles council of the Knights of Columbus, is heading the agitation. Informed

■Will
decision

of “subver-

as there were

no local statutes

to prevent their being exhibited, the three
organizations have organized a
group
which plans to introduce legislation at the
next

session of the state assembly at Sacramento, which, it is hoped, will result in

the banning of all pictures “produced by
radicals and containing subversive propaganda injurious to the constitution of the
United

States,”

according

to Flanagan.

Previous attempts to introduce a state
board of censors in California have been
defeated in the legislature.

ITO MAKES WAY
FOR ITOPL MEET
Los Angeles —
ing of the board
pendent Theatre
fornia was called
California

Regular bi-weekly meetof directors of the IndeOwners of Southern Calioff and a meeting of the

Independent

Theatre

Owners

Protective League was held instead. Directors of the ITO are all members of the
ITOPL. Reports of the exhibitor legislation, which was tabled by the state legislature, were read, but no action was taken.

Ten-O-Win Patented

Opens Two
San

Francisco — Lee

C. Dibble,

general

Seattle — Monogram Pictures Corp. of
the Northwest has opened two branches,
one here and the other in Portland, Ore.
A. M. Goldstein will be in charge of both
offices which are also affiliated with the

of Ten-O-Win, this week announced that the wheel game had been
granted exclusive patents by the United
States Patent Office in Washington, D. C.

Howard Stubbins-Ray
California.

All aspects of the wheel-game were covered by the official papers. Dibble said.

Olmstead

unit

in

manager
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NEW DHIOH PRESENTS DEMANDS
Denver Exchange Workers
Elect Officers and
File Notice
Denver — The local Film Exchange Union
has elected officers, formulated demands
and notified the Colorado State Industrial
commission of their intentions. In case a
strike is necessary a 30-day notice to the
commission is compulsory under the law.
The

commission attempts to iron out differences, if any, but has no power to enforce its findings.
Demands include $35 for shippers and
heads of ad sales, with $25 for assistants;
$22

for head inspectors and $20 for assistants. A scale of $2.50 to $5 less for
shippers and others in smaller exchanges.
Organizers say that all but one man in
nine exchanges has joined the union. Fox
and Metro employes are staying out, since
they are getting more than the average
wage, but not as much as is being asked by
the union.
Officers are Bud
First

Austin

of Warner

York — To clarify a situation

San Francisco — “Madrid Documents,”
understood to be a picture filmed in besieged Madrid by English cameramen, is
to be shown in this city April 27, under
the auspices of the local division of the
Medical Bureau of the North American
Committee to Aid Spanish Democracy.
Whether, like “Spain in Flames” in
Pennsylvania, “Madrid Documents” will be
protested by German and Italian consulates is not known.
Two
and

well-known local educators. Professor Max Saville of Stanford University

Dr. Thomas Addis, of Stanford University hospital, are to lecture on the Spanish situation after showing of the film.

JOHNNY
EVANS, artists’ manager and
* concert booker, was here from New York
looking over the local situation and talent.
John
Ward

which

has

Ford, Hollywood

director, and Actor

Bond, arrived this week from Honolulu, leaving immediately for Los Angeles.

developed through Equity’s requirement that members playing in films, or
transferring to that jurisdiction, some of
whom were in arrears to Equity for dues,

Siu Yin Sin, Chinese stage star, arrived
this week to star in a series of native
Chinese dramas at the Mandarin Theatre

must join the Screen Actors’ Guild, the
Equity Council has passed the following

in Chinatown here. San Francisco’s local
Chinese population — largest in the world
outside of celestial empire — is 20,000.

resolution; “When Equity members join
the Senior Guild that they also pay $10
to us, which amount will cancel their indebtedness to Equity, that is, presuming
that they owe more than that amount.’’
The resolution really amounts to an amnesty for all indebtedness above $10, many
Equity members in motion picture work
owing considerably in excess of that
amount.

DENVER

MAYOR

VETOES

"FAST TIME" MEASURE
Denver — The

daylight

savings

Filmrow

opposed the bill ever since its introduction, while the radio stations have been

with a two-thirds vote, or 6 to 3, being required for its passage over the veto.
The four members opposed to the bill
when it passed have indicated that they
will not change their positions. Mayor
Stapleton gave as his reason for the veto
that business confusion would result, since
it would be in effect only in Denver, and
it could only be binding on the employes of the city and county of Denver
engaged in city work.
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Cohn

of

business

C. Rieger, who specializes in theatre upholstery emodeling,
r
has been hard at work
making those old seats look like new.
R. C. Skinner, operator of the R. C. Skinner Equipment Co., here, is getting an increasingly large play from local exhibitors
on his special motion
pair service.

picture

supplies

re-

measure,

in favor of its passage. The bill will return to the city council for consideration,

that

gossips report Armand

All-Star Features doing excellent
in the distributing field.

which had been passed by Denver’s city
council by a vote of 5 to 4, was vetoed by
Mayor Ben Stapleton. Local theatremen
have

ID) IE W V IE K
^HE Denver branch of National Theatre
Supply will be moved by June 1 to their
new ground floor location at 2111 Champa
St. They are taking over half of the building being occupied by the Warner exchange.

The State Theatre has just completed
large new display front.
Holden

Swiger,

who

has

been

a

the head

of the

theatre service department of Affiliated Enterprises (Bank Night), has resigned and left for Salt Lake City, where
he will manage the Paramount Theatre.
Gene Gerbase, manager of the SheffieldRepublic exchange, is on an extended sales
tory.
trip through the southern part of the terri-

Bros.-

Natl., president; Lee Ci’onk, Paramount, vice-president; Sue Rhodes, Paramount, recording secretary, and Max Gilbert, Columbia, secretary-treasurer.

EQUITY MEMBERS GET
BREAK ON BACK DUES
New

SPANISH WAR FILM
SLATED FOR FRISCO

New Equipment Deals
Denver — J. J. <Jap) Morgan, manager
of the Denver branch of National Theatre
Supply,

reports

the following

air

washer, pump, motors and water cooler; Empress, Glenrock, Wyo., 200 opera chairs, carpet and
padding; Atlas Theatre Co., 250 yards carpet and

washer

Mr. and Mrs. John

Denman

are the proud

parents of an eight-pound son. Denman
is the manager of the Broadway, and Mrs.
Denman
was formerly Trixie Robinett,
dancer, who was with Fanchon & Marco
for seven years.
“Ecstasy” has been booked
Theatre, Ft. Morgan, Colo.
Fox
Carson,

Intermountain
La Junta,

into the Cover

is closing

Colo., and

the

Kit

the Plaza

Las Vegas, N. M. They still have
tre operating in each town.

at

one thea-

Clara Bow and Rex Bell have been
booked for a week at the Center Theatre,
as has Polly Moran.
set as yet.

No

dates

have

been

Numerous film men from out of town
have been taking advantage of the mild
spring weather and have been in town
booking and buying supplies. Seen on the
Row were L. M. Teller, Curtis, Neb.; E. J.
Touey, Madrid, Neb.; Earl Lewis and Geo.
Dame, Stratton, Neb.; Tom Poulas, Paonia,
Colo.; R. A. Davis, Hugo, Colo.; R. L. Katze?ibach. Brush, Colo.; and Fred Footman,
Colorado Springs, Colo.

sales:

New
Mission Theatre, Mesilla Park. N. M., 446
ciiairs, sound projectors, rectifiers, sound screen,
film cahinets and other booth eciuipnient, carpet
anti padding; new
theatre at Artesia, N. M.,
sound projectors, generator, ventilating equipment,

pailding; Clyne,
ing equipment,

Howard Fedderer, manager of Westland
circuit, is an exceptionally busy man these
days. Besides bossing the circuit, he is
building a new theatre in Colorado Springs.

Pueblo, Colo., complete ventilatfan with motor and drive, air

pump and motor; F'itzsimons Hospital Theatre, generator and
complete overhaul job on

equipment; LeSendia, Barelas, N. M., semi-profes.sional sound projector, screen and popcorn machine; West, Vaughn, N. M., two semi-professional
sound projectors; Real, Mountainair, N. M., two
semi-professional sound projectors.

The

Center Theatre
tensive alterations and

is undergoing exredecorating. The

painting is finished, the old boxes have
been torn out and covered with drapes and
new seats and new stage equipment will
be installed . . . While tearing out the boxes
at the Center, workmen uncovered a violin
that had been stolen 15 years ago from C.
J. Scheuerman, musician at the theatre.
The instrument was valued at $250, and
Scheuerman had given up hope of ever
locating it.
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ACHIEVEMENT

EASTMAN

announces

two

new

duplicating materials. .•Eastman
Grain Duplicating

superFine-

Negative and Positive

Films, They lead to duplicates actually indistinguishable from originals, and at last
provide the industry with the complete
answer to a highly important photographic
problem.

Eastman

Kodak

Company,

Rochester, N. Y. (J. E. Brulatour, Inc., Distributors, Fort Lee, Chicago, Hollywood.)

EASTMAN

Fine-Grain

DUPLICATING

BOXOFFICE
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Duals to Hold Position
in Fox West Coast Chain
Los Angeles — Despite all agitation to the
contrary, dual bills are still more popular
than singles with Southern California
theatre patrons.
At least this is the result of a circuitwide survey recently completed by Charles
P. Skouras, of Fox West Coast Theatres,
whose findings on the matter have resulted
in the announcement that the duals will
continue in force at all West Coast houses
for another year.
High

Percentage

of Gain

Skouras based his decision on figures
both as singles, and as the top features on
obtained from pictures which were played
duals, in comparable theatres in various
of the circuit’s key cities. It was found
that pictures drew from 25 to 30 per cent
greater when teamed with a second feature.

To

A second

Hike

Prices

result of the survey

Neighborhood houses in these areas will
hike their prices from 30 and 35 cents, to
40 cents.

FIVE HOUSES OPEN
IN DENVER AREA
Denver — Five theatres are being opened
in this territory, three in New Mexico, one
in Denver, and one in Colorado Springs.
A1 Slager and L. J. Massoni are remodeling the old Palm Theatre on West Colfax
here, and will open on May 19 with a Jewish film, “Yiddle and His Fiddle.”
The three houses in New Mexico include
the new Mission, being built by Bason &
Wheeler at Mesilla Park: Bartlett & Son
are building a new theatre at Artesia, and
H. S. Farley has just opened
Sendia at Barelas.

the new

La-

The Westland Theatres. Inc., are building a 450-seat house in Colorado Spring
at an estimated cost of ,$50,000.
SHIELDS

IS BUILDING

Seattle — J. E. Shields, Ellensberg exhibitor, is in town and reports that work has
already started on his new theatre, which
he expects to open early in September.
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JJMIL UMANN
opened his new Regina
Theatre. Wednesday. April 21. to a
capacity audience, the house having been
sold out for several weeks in advance of
the opening. Umann’s initial bill was
“That Girl From Paris,” RKO and Columbia’s “More Than a Secretary.” The Regina is an 800-seat subsequent run house in
the Wilshire-Fairfax district.
Among the visitors: Claude Davis, Seville Theatre, Inglewood; Roy Hunt. Fox
Riverside. Riverside; Bill Race. Roxy. Ford
City; Mrs. Jennie Dodge, Mission Theatre,

San
known

Ventura; Ivan Rowley, Ward’s Theatre,
Pismo Beach: Bill Branian, Temple Theatre. Sail Bernardino; and G. W. Page,
Ritz Theatre, Hanford.

Francisco — John Peters, widely
northern California theatre operator, leaves San Francisco May 1 for a

European tour which will include the London coronation, the Paris exposition, visits
to other European capitals — and a visit to
his boyhood home, Albania, which he has
not seen for more than 20 years.
Peters will return from Europe on the
Queen Mary, and embark again at New
York for the sea trip through the West
Indies and the Panama Canal, home.
Peters operates the Crystal Theatre in
nearby

Salinas,
rence Borg.

in association

with

Law-

NSS Building New
Structure in L. A.

is a gen-

eral price raising move among the circuit’s
houses in the Northern California and Pacific Northwestern territories. First run
houses in San Francisco, Oakland and
Portland will have their admission prices
raised from 40 to 55 cents putting them on
a price level with all Los Angeles first run
spots.

AMCIEILIES

JOHN PETERS IS SET
FOR EUROPEAN TOUR

Pictures used for the survey were “Lloyds
of London” “Seventh Heaven” and “Maytime.”
Regular surveys will be made every six
months so that circuit executives can
watch anv deviation, by the public, from
their present preferences.

ILO^

Los Angeles — Construction will begin
immediately on a new three-story office
building and distribution plant for National Screen Service, in the 1700 block on
Vermont Avenue, as a result of a deal made
by Herman Robbins, NSS president.
ture will cost about $100,000.

Struc-

With the exception of the trailer production studios, located in Hollywood, all NSS
activities will be housed in the new building, bringing together the Peerless Poster
Company, National Screen Accessories and
Magnalite Company, all NSS subsidiaries.
Upon completion of the deal for the new
building, Robbins and George Bembow,
general
cisco.

sales manager,

left for San

Fran-

Hanson Plans House
Los

Angeles — Plans

are

ready

for

A1

the circuit now hold such a partnership in the Tower Theatre. Compton.

Install RCA
Denver — New

RCA

sound

has

been

Nate Schienherg's Fillmore Theatre,
Fillmore, has been taken over by Jimmy
Edwards, who adds the house to his rapidly expanding chain of independent theatres. The Fillmore is a 400-seaf house.
Mrs. Christine Armour, Majestic Theatre,
Santa Monica, has been confined to her
home with a bad case of the flu.
According to reports. Mason Sieler is
soon to take over the Mission Theatre, San
Juan Capistrano, which closed several
weeks ago. Seiler operates the Ritz Theatre at Balboa, about 15 miles from Capistrano.
Francis Bateman,
Republic exchange,

local manager of the
attended the opening

of Bob Dunagan’s
Blythe, last week.

new

sold

for the following: Telluride Theatre, Telluride, Colo.: Palm Theatre, Denver, a reopening after being closed for years: the
State at Cutbank, Mont.: Roxy, Montpelier,
Idaho, and the Cover, Ft. Morgan, Colo.

Rio

Theatre

at

Grover Smith, operator of the Cosmo and
Roxy Theatres in Glendale, has fust taken
over the
Raymond
Plans

operation of Myron
Theatre in Pasadena.
are

being

drawn

Shellman’s

by

Milton

J.

Black

for the new Grand National Exchange building, which will be built soon,
at a site on Filmrow as yet not disclosed.
The

building will have all of the latest exchange equipment, including a fully

equipped

Hanson’s theatre, to be erected soon in
Southgate, replacing a former theatre owned by Hanson there which was destroyed by
earthquake several years ago. A deal is
also pending between Hanson and Fox
West Coast on the formation of an operating partnership in the theatre. Hanson
and

Hugh Bruen, head of the Whittier
Amusement Co., and former president of
the Washington State Exhibitors Assn.,
has journeyed to Seattle for a few days
cn a business trip.

projection

booth.

J. P. Neist’s Elite Theatre, third of the
newly constructed subsequent run houses
in the Wilshire district to open within the
past month, made its official debut before
the friends and business associates of Neist
Saturday. April 24.
Masonic
Peterson,
held

order

funeral

46, prominent

rites

for

exhibitor,

Ray
were

Tuesday, April 20, at the Lamb Funeral Home. Peterson was killed Saturday,

April 17, when he fell from a truck while
en route to Wilmington with his family.
He had operated the Fair Oaks Theatre,
Pasadena, since last fall.
Ben Adler, head of the Adler Neon sign
Co. of Chicago, is here negotiating for a
Pacific Coast office to represent his firm.
BOXOFFICE
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in from Aberdeen and lunchJl^RT HILE,
ing at the Rendezvous with Glenn
Haviland . . . Howard McBride of the Granada, Spokane, laid up with the flu. Jimmy
and Sylvia O’Neal, motoring to Spokane
and back . . . Morris Safier of the “Tundra” picture, back in town . . . Whitney
“Si” Young, in from Spokane . . . Bill Ripley, in from Longview. He is president of
the MPTO in the N. W. . . . Mike Newman,
the demon publicity agent for Columbia,
back to California, but with a rest at Palm
Springs first . . . Ernest Van Pelt and Ken
Renaud, here to exploit “Good Earth” . . .
Cecil Gwinn, up from Centralia and chatting with Hugh Bruen. They are partners
in the Whittier venture . . . Bill Forman,
now supervisor of all Sterling theatres,
moving into larger quarters . . . Frank
Chrisman, partner in the Port Angeles theatres, in town . . . J. T. Sheffield and Eddie Walton, to Portland and a conference
with Grover Parsons, coast d. m. for Republic. . . Senior Mercy, over from Yakima
and lunching at the Film Club . . . Louis
Goldsmith’s night of hosting at the Club
is still the talk of the Row . . . J. and Gene
Von Herberg, hosting Leroy and Alys Johnson and Jean Conrad at Yakima . . . Gordon Craddock, Universal manager in Portland, called here by the severe illness of
his brother-in-law . . . Duncan McPherson of the Mason City theatre, here on
business . . . Charley Greime, over from
Wenatchee . . . Eddie Rivers, home with —
of all things — mumps . . . A1 and Evelyn
Oxtoby, spending a weekend in Portland
with Evelyn’s parents . . . Junior Mercy,
putting a high chair into his car . . . Jack
Sampson, doing his bit for the Film Club
benefit. And it was a big bit . . . Sammy
Seigel, high-tailing to the various newspapers on the behalf of “Lost Horizon.”
Kenneth Hodkinson, western district
manager for GB, was a visitor to the
northwest this week. He spent a few days
with Walter Wessling, the N. W. division
manager, whose territory covers Seattle
and Portland.
An aftermath to the story told you a
couple of issues ago about the Portland
censors having to go in beer parlors to
listen for hot records in machines, is that
Chief of Police Harry Niles of that city
will soon have the job of listening to all the
records, that is, if the ordinance prepared
by the city attorney is passed by the city
council. The chief, under the newly prepared order, will decide whether the words
on beer parlor records are “too hot.”
Theatre management changes in this
town find Vic Green moving into the Beacon. tohile Ralph Smith moves from the
Madrona to the Aribian. Don Le Fevre
took over the Madrona. Thor Smith, for
many years managing theatres, resigned
from the Beacon to enter insurance business. All houses are in the Sterling chain.
Lincoln Beal, manager of the Mission
Theatre, is the proud pop of an eightpound girl. All three doing fine.
The Rialto Theatre at Hillyard, suburb
of Spokane, has been reseated and remodeled throughout, and is reporting nice
business.
BOXOFFICE
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Tells of World Cruise
to Gather Film Shots
Seattle — Paul

LON FIDLER TAKES
MONO. FRANCHISE
Denver — Lon

T. Fidler, district manager

for Grand National in Denver and Salt
Lake City, has resigned, effective May 1,
and has taken over the franchise for Monogram Pictures for both cities. Fidler will
manage the Denver exchange, and has
secured W. W. McKendrick, Grand National Exchange manager at Salt Lake City,
to manage the exchange in that city. McKendrick was with Fidler before Grand
National started, when Fidler was handling independent product.
The Monogram exchange in Denver will
be located at 2071 Broadway, but no location has been decided for Salt Lake
City.

SAIILT IILAKIE
0HARLES

PINCUS, manager of the Intermountain Capitol here, announces a

change of policy which calls for three attractions a week.
Date of the world premeire here of “I
Met Him in Paris,” filmed at Sun Valley,
will be announced shortly, according to Assistant Manager Ray Hendry of the Intermountain Theatres, Inc.
GN

Division

Manager

Lon

T. Fidler,

headquartering in Denver, is here conferring with Branch Manager W. W. McKendrick.
Neiv competition for Salt Lake exhibitors is seen in the announcement by the
Utah Hotel management that matinee
dancing from 3 to 5 p. m. will be introduced at the hotel.
Joe Lawrence of the new Southeast
Theatre has accorded a return engagement
to the “Big House”

and “Dancing

Lady.”

The Philadelphia orchestra, on a tour
sponsored by RCA, is slated to appear in
Salt Lake City, May 6.
Hugh
Smith.

Braley, division manager for Paramount, returned to Denver after a conference with Branch Manager Frank H.

Joe English, well-known exhibitor of
Anaconda, Mont., is a visitor on the Row.
Intermountain theatre folk are grieved
at the recent death of Joe Moore, exhibitor
of Havre and Glendive, Mont.
Two foreign films were shown here under
the auspices of the University of Utah.

Schwegler,

late

of

the

University of Washington and former allAmerican football player, came back to
town for a few days’ visit with an interesting story of a round-the-world trip just
completed by the Hollywood director, Tay
Garnett. Paul went along as his chief of
staff.

The 11-months’ cruise resulted in 70,000
feet of exposed film which will either represent a fortune gained or a fortune lost.
Last November, Garnett, with three completed scripts, sailed from Los Angeles
aboard the 104-foot yawl Athene to shoot
background scenes for all three pictures.
He had to hurry back from England to
start filming “Slave Ship.”
Helga Moray, Garnett’s bride of a year
at the time of their departure from California, acted as photographer on the
cruise, that included stops at Honolulu,
Guam, Philippine Islands, Siagon, Singapore, Ceylon, Laccadive Islands, Bombay,
Suez, Carlo, Alexandria, Sicily, Bordeaux.
Calais, and various ports in England, Norway, Denmark, Sweden, and Scotland.
At Garnett’s

Expense

“I had three scripts all ready,” Garnett
says, ‘Trade Winds,’ ‘World Cruise’ and
‘Singapore Bound.’ They were so completely prepared that I knew each reaction
I wanted from each group of natives we
photographed, you know, surprise, anger,
pleasure or what not. It was a great trip
and I can scarcely wait to be off on another one. However no director should be
away from Hollywood too long and I feel
I must hurry back and catch up on my
seeing pictures.”
Garnett’s entire trip was financed by
himself. He bought the yacht, paid all the
expenses of 13 people, bought the cameras
and film and paid for writing of scripts.

Fourth Burley Entry
San Francisco — A fourth burlesque

house

is slated to open in this city soon it is
understood, with Tony Bow, well known
operator of Fresno, expanding to take in a
big city house. The Davies, 1,000-seat
Market Street theatre currently operated
by M. L. Markowitz, is understood to have
been chosen for the invasion.
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H.VEFWAY

HOUSE

(Para)

—

Original:

Ellery

HELE
ON
ICE (Univ) — with John Wayne.
ProQueen.
ducer: Trem Carr. Original: George Waggner.
Screen))lay: Harold Buckley.
HOOSIEIt
SCHOOl.BOY
(Mono) — with
Mickey
Rooney.

STARTING
(WB)— with
MIDNIGHT
AFTER
GENTI-KMAN
Havilland, Patiic
Olivia de
Leslie Howard,
Bonita Granville, Spring Byingtnn,
Knowles.
Eric
Mary Treen, Grant Mitchell, E. E. Clive,
Blore. Director: Archie Mayo.
(Para) — with .Tack Benny,
models
and
artists
Randolph Scott. Gail Patrick, Ida I.upino, Ben
Donald
Cunningham,
Cecil
Bergen.
Jerry
Blue,
Raoul
Meek. Producer: I^ewis Gensler. Ihrector:
Walsh.
A

(Mono) — with Florine McB.VRRIERS
Kinney, Edward Arnold jr., Frank Coghlan .ir.
Director: Aubrey
Goldsmith.
Ken
Producer:
.Scotto. Screenplay: Edwin C. Parsons,
(RKO)— with Bing CrosOR NOTHING
DOFBLE
by, Martha Raye, Mary Carlisle. Benny Baker.
Devine. Producer: BenAndy
William Frawley.
iamin Glazer. Director: .T. Theodore Reed.
(RKO) — with Bert AVheeler, RobGOING
EASY
ert Woolsey, Marjorie Lord. Ru.ssell Hicks.
George Meeker, Paul Harvey. Patricia Wilder.
Pat Flaherty.
Chester Clute, Kitty McHugh,
Alec Martford. Maxine Jennings, Jane Walsh,
Alan Bruce. Esther Muir. Producer: Lee Marcus. Director: Edw’ard Cline Original: Avery
Screenplay: Nat Perrin.
Hopwood.
(Para) — with T.arrv Crabbe,
RIVER
FORI.ORN
.Tolin Patterson Tvuc'en Littlefield.
Martel.
June
Director: Charles Barton. Original: Zane Grev
(2nth-Fox) — with Grcgorv Ratoff.
SPY
L.^NCER
.SamPeter T.orre, Germaine Ausserc Producer:
uel Engel. Director: Gregorv Ratoff. Original:
Dunne.
Phillip
Screenplav:
Ittartbea. McTCenna.
BLAZING

CI.OI’DS (Rep) — with Patricia
IN THE
RHYTHM
Carlvle. Richard
Hull. David
Ellis. Warren
Tilbury. Producer: .M T.evoy. DiCarle. Zeffie
rector: ,Tohn Auer.

HFDSON’S
bay
company
(20th-Fox) — Producer;
Kenneth
Macgowan.
Screenplay: Art Arthur,
Richard Collins, Alicliael Jacol>y.
I

EOVE
AN
AT’THOR
(20th-Fox)— with
Pkatoff. Original; Gregory Ratoff.

I

T.(OA IC ^ Ot' AG.VIN
(M-G-M) — Producer':
rence AVeingarten. Screenplay: Howard
mett Jones.

NO

GROOM
TO BRIDE
HER
(RKO)— with Ann
Sothern. Fanny
Brice. Helen Broderick. Original: J. T. Wilson. Screenplay: George Beck.
PROF r.,SSIONATj .Tl ROR
(Col) — with Otto Kruger,
Dou.glas Montgomery.
Producer: Wallace ATacDonald.
Director: John
Braham.
Original:
Harold Sclnimate. Screenplay: Fred Nililo jr..
Grace Neville.
RADIO
JAMBOREF:
(AVR>_with
Dick
Foran.
, .Tone AVyman.
Director: Bobby Connolly.
RETURN
OF
THE
THIN
AIAN
(AI-GM)— William Powell. Alyrna Tvoy. Asta. Producer: Hunt
Strnmberg. Original: Dashiell ITammett. Screenplay: Albert Hackett. Frances Goodrich.
right
TO
KTIA/. THF) (Crescent) — with Tom
Keene. Screpnnia-'- : Bennett Cohen.
SOAIFl C’ATTj IT TiO\'E (GN) — Producer:
ZeidTXTon. Original: Carroll Graham.

1. A.
Chapin.

R.

W,\'lie.

Screenplay:

.Anne

Morrison

YOF
r.AN'T BE.XT
LOVE
(RKO) — with Preston
Foster, .loan Fontaine. Producer: Roliert .Sisk.
Director:
Christy Cahanne.
Original:
Olga
Moore. Screenplay: fiavid Silversteln.

B.

F,

S0I^\DUON
B (Advance) — with Ralpli Graves. Efldie Nugent. Bill Edwards,
Producer: Alitchell
Leichter. Original: H. TT. Van T.oan.
TAKF:

the
FIF'MR (RKO)
—producer;
en.
Scroennlav:
Bert Granet.

TWINS
FOR
IIT:R AIAJI^STY
T.ou Heifitz. TTerhert Klein.
12TH
Ida
nore

(GN) — with Rod I.aRocque. ProTHE
ducer: Max .Alexander. Tlirectnr: Ij'-pn .Shores.
SFPER
Sf.EITH
(RKO) — with Jack Oakie, Ann
Sothern, James
Gleason.
Producer:
Edward
Small. Director: Ben Stoloff. Original: Harry
Segall. Screenplay: Bertram Milhauser.
THINGS
BEG.AN
TO H.M'PEN
(Para) — with Charlie Rug.gles, Fred MacMurray,
Frances Farmer.
IJoyd Nolan, Ralph
Morgan. Willard Robertson. Producer: Benjamin
Glazer, Director
.Alexander Hall. Original: Jack Moffitt. Screenplay: .Sidney Salkow, Jack Moffitt.

VIA'.ACIOl'S I,.\DA' (RKO) — with Ginger Rogers,
.Tames Stewart. .Tames Ellison, Fa\- Painter, Donald Crisp, Virginia Weidler. Prodticer: Pandro
S. Berman.
Director: George Stevens. Original:

LauEm-

LIFE
OF flESSE JAAIF]S (20th-Fox)^ — -Producer:
Nunnally Johnson.
Original: Rosalind Schaffer. Screenplay: Gone Fowler, Hal Long.
AIYSTERY
RANGF]
(Victory) — with Tom
Tyler,
Jerry Bergh. Producer: Samuel Kat>:man; Director; Robert Hill.

SH.\DO\V.

V.ARSITA' SHOW
(WB) — with Dick Powell, Frank
McHugh,
Fred Waring and his Pennsylvanians,
Ted Healy, Walter Catlett. Director: William
Keighley.

Gregory

BED
IN THFl
Lunino. Atarsha

Ataury

Poll-

(AT G-M)— Original:

BALI. ROOM
(Para)— with
Hunt. Tei ry AValker, Elea-

AVhitney, Alary Carlisle. Production: William LeBarcn. Original: Estlicr Haver Fones<a,

Gwen

Gase,

Don

Barclay,

Sam

Harris.

Walter

Byron, Charles Brokaw,
James
Bush. Arthur'
Aylesworth, Earl Hodgins, Olaf Hytton. Producer: Trem Carr.
Director: Arthur
Lubin.
Screenplay: Al Mai'tin.
LET
AIFi LIVE
(UA-Selznick) — with
Fiedric
Alarch. Fay AVray, Gene Lockhart. Lionel Slander. Producer: E. Lloyd Sheldon. Director:
AVilliam A. Wellman.
Original: Robert Carson.
Screenplay: John Lee Mahin.
MIDNIGHT
MADONNA
(Major)— with
Wai-ren
William, Mady
Correll, Robert Baldwin, Jonathan Hale, Frank
Reicher, John Elliott, Ruth
Robinson, Patrick Kelly. Edward
Ellis, Irene
Franklin, Edward
Earle, Donald Kirke, Stanley
Price, Harry Tyker, May
AA^allace, Sam
Flint.
Producer: Emanuel
Cohen.
Director: James
Flood.
Original: David
Boehm.
Screenplay:
Doris Malloy, Gladys Lehman.
SARATOGA
(M-G-M) — with Clark Gable. Jean
Harlow, Jonathan Hale, AA^alt Robbins. Producer:
Barnard Hyman.
Director: Jack Conway.
SMALTi
TOM"N
BOY
(GN) — with Stuart Erwin,
Joyce Compton, Clarence Wilson, George Chandler. Erville Anderson. Victor Potel, Eddy AA''aller. Clara Blandick. Producer: Zion Myers. Director: Glenn
Tryon.
Original:
Screenplay:
Glenn
Tryon.

Manuel*

Komoff.

STELLA
DALLAS
(UA-Goldwyn) — with Barbara
Stanwyck. John Boles. Anne Shirley. Alan Hale.
George
AValcott. Barbara
O’Neil. Al
Shean.
IJIlian AVest, Mildred Grover, Dickie Jones!
Harry Bowen. Marjorie Main, Ann Doran. George
AA^alcott. Barbara O’Neill. Al Shean. Lillian AVest.
Mildred Grover. Dickie Jones. George Meeker!
Gertrude Short, Etta AIcDaniel. Producer: Samuel Goldwyn. T')irector: King Vidor, Original:
Olive Higgins Prouty. Screenplay: Victor Heerm'^n. Sarah Y. Mason.
SWIMTITIEARTS
OF THE
NAVY
(GN)— with Eric
Linden. Gecilia Parker, Roger Imhof. Prodm-er:
R. F. Zeidman.
Director: Duncan
Mansfield,
Original: Garrett Graham. Jay Strauss. Screenplay; Carroll Graham.
THAT
CERTAIN
AVOMAN
fWR)— with
Bette
Davis. Henry
Fonda,
Anita
Louise. Donald
Grisp. Hugli O’Connell. Tan Hunter. Sidney Toler.
Minor AA^atson, Richard Jack. Norman
AVilll.s!
Mary Phillip.s, Producer: Edmund
Goulding. DiGoulding.rector: Edmund Goulding. Screenplav: Edmund
'I'llERE

G0F:S my girl
(RKO)— with Gene Raymond, Ann Sothern. Frank
M. Thomas.
Joan
AA^oodbury, Joe Magrill, Eddie Gribbon. Paul
Guilfoyle. Richard Lane. Alec Craig. Bradley
Page. Gordon
Jones, Maxine
Jennings. Frank

WELL

ALONG

ANGIOL
(Para) — with Alarlene Dietrich, Hei-bert
Alarshall. Alelvyn Douglas. Herbert Alundin Edward Everett Horton. Ernest Cossart, Phvllis
Coughlin. Producer: Ernst Lubitsch. Director;
Ernst
Lubitsch. Original: Melchior Lengyel.
Screenplay: Samson
Raphael son.
ARMORFID
GAR
(Univ) — with Cesar Romero. Paul
Fix. Arthur Hoyt. Irving Pichel. Fay Cotton.
I.,aurie Douglas. John Kelly. Richard Tucker,
John King, Donald Kerr, Robert Quirk, Stanley
Blystone. Producer: E. AI. Asher.
Director:
Lewi.s R. Foster. Robert N. Lee.
BI^AUK
AGES
(G^niv) — with Buclc Jones. Kay
Linaker, Fred Atackaye. Robert Frazer. Arthur
Van Slyke. Producer: Buck Jones. Director: T es
Selander. Original; Stephen Payne. Screenplay:
Frances Guihan.

Jenks. Joan AA^oodbiiry, AA^illiam Gorson. Thelma
Tweeds. Prodneer: AA^illiam Sistrom. Director;
Ben Holmes. Original: George Beck.
TOPPER
(M-G-M) — with Constance Bennett. Gary
Grant, Roland
Young. Alan
Mowbray.
Glaire
Windsor, Dorothy Christy, Billie Burke, Harry
Bowen. AA’’ard Bond. Virginia Sale, Nick Stuart.
Hedda Hopper, Edward
MeWade.
Otto Hoffman.
John Elliott, Harry C. Bradley. Lloyd Ingram.
Tom

TTerhert, Theodora Rand. Val Stanton. Producer: TTal Roach.
Director: Norman
McLeod.
Original: Thorne Smith. Screenplay: Eric Hatch,
Jack Jevne.

AVMTI

KIND
REGARDS
(Col)— with Claire Trevor, Raljih Bellamy, June Wood. Robert Tolley,
Pat West. Robert Armstrong. Raymond
Walburn. Gene Morgan, Wade
Boteler. Marc Lawrence, Thurston Hall. Ed
Pawley.
Producer:
Irving Briskin. Director; Hamilton McFadden.
Original: I..ee Loeh, Harold Buchman.
play: I.ee Loeh. Harold Buchman.

Screen-

E\'FM{ SINGE
E^'E (WB) — with Alarion Davies.
Robert ATontgomery, Frank
ATcHu.gh, Afinerva
T^recal.

PREPARING
A

HKNDKZVOrS
WITH
l.OVK
(M-G-M)— Producer: William Anthony
McGuire.
Original:
Anthony McGuire.

William

AM)
THI^IN PAMK
SPRING
fPara) — with Bing
Crosby. Original: Angela Sherwood. Screenplay:
T^on Hartman, Frank Butler.
BOV
OF MINK
(WB)— Director:
Original; Booth Tarkington.
liam Jacobs.
FIfiHTIMi
Maynard.

Patsy Kelly. Allen Jenkins. Louise Fazenda. Barton AlacT^ane. Alarcia Ralston, Snencer Charters, Ray
Bourbon.
Producer:
Earl
Baldwin.
Director; Lloyd Bacon.

F’lREF'LY
(AT-G-Al) — with
Jeanette MacDonald.
Allan Jones. Alilton Watson. John Piccori. Douglass Dumbrille, AVarren William, Belle Alitchell
Producer: Hunt Stromberg. Director: Robert Z.
Leonard.
ITETzDICR’S FIKTA)
.Tacniiel ine AVells,

William McGann.
Screenplay: Wil-

TKXAN,
THK
(Condor) — with Kermit
Producer: Maurice Conn. Screenplay:

JoseT>h O’T^onnell. Stanley Lowen.‘<tein.
FIRST
PRIZK
(Rep) — with Max
Terhune, Oscar and Elmer.
Producer: Bert Clark. Original:
Oore Schary. Screenplay: Bradford Ropes.
I"I>OOI) FRKST
(Major) — ^with Grant Richar<ls.
Producer: Emanuel Cohen. Director: E. A. Dupont.
GRAND
OPKR.\
GOES
WEST
(WB)— with Dick
Foran.
Producer: Frank
Mandel.
Soreenplay:
George Bricker.
FEIA.OW,
THE
(RKO)
- Prodiner: J. P.
Wolf.«on. Original: Alan Scott.

(Col) — ^with Charles Quigley,
Patricia Farr. Rita Hav\'orth.

Richard Perry. Producer: Ralph Gohen.
tor: Lambert Hillyer. Original: All-ert De
Lambert Hillyer.

DirecMond,

GRF:AT
GAAIBINI.
THF:
(Para) — with
Akim
Tamiroff, John
Trent. Marion
ATarsh. Ralph
ATor.gan, Judith Ford. TTia Love. Edward
Bronhy
Alan
Birmingham.
Reginald
Denny.
Roland
Drew. Lya Lys, William Demarest.
Producer:
B. P
Schulberg. Director: Charles Vidor. Original: Frederick Jackson.
HOTEL
HAYWIRE
(Para) — with Leo Carrillo.
Alary Carlisle. Colette Lyons. Benny
Balver,
George Barbier. Teddy
Hart. Ghester Conklin.
Guy Usher. James
Donlon, Porter Hall, Colin
Tapley, John Patterson. Produrer: AVilliam T^e
Baron. Director: George Ar'hainbaiid. Original:
Preston Sturges.
1

G0VF:K

THE

WAR

(Univ) — with

John

Wayne.

COMPLETED

AI,l. IS UDNFFSION
(RTvO) — with Joe E. Brown
J''loren'e Rice, Guy Kibbee, Harlan Briggs, Anthonv Nacp, Benny Hart, Jack Norton, Harry C.
Bi'adley, Cliff Nazarro, Monte Collins, Andrew
Tonibes, Leila McIntyre, Joseph Crehan. Gayne
A\'hitman. Clem Bevans, George Chandler, T^’rank
Sully.
Charles Ariit. I^roducer: David L. Loew.
Maf-auley.
Dirertr)!'; Edward
Sedgwick. Original: Richard
CONFESSION
(WB) — with
Kay
Francis, Basil
Rathlione. Ian Hunter, Jane Bryan. Donald Crisr>,
Robert Barrat. Herbert Hayward, Adele St. Maur.
Lama
Hope Crewes, Veda Ann Borg, Helen Valkis. Artliur Hoyt. Producer: Henry Blanke, Director; Josepli May.
Original: Hans
Rameau.
Sci'ccnnlay : Margaret I.«e Vino. Jules Epstein.
IT MKiHT
HAPPEN
TO YOU
(Rep)— with Owen
Davis Jr., Alan Baxter, Andrea
Leeds. Astrid
Allwyn, AI Shean. Walter Kingsfoi'd, Christian
Rub, Elsa Jannsen.
Edward
ColeT>rook. Producer: Tyconai'd Fields. Director: Phil Rosen.
Original; Sam Ornitz, Nat West.

EXCHANGES AND UNION CONFER
M. & P. Salary Bonus
to Managers

Industry Watches

Boston — The

Legislative Stir
Boston — Old

and

new

legislation

con-

tinues to keep the state house the cynosure
of many a film man. The petticoats of the
industry still remain untrammeled, however.
“Baby”

Wagner

Bill

Of particular interest because of extant
labor unrest is the so-called baby Wagner
bill of Representative Christian A. Herter.
This measure would outlaw sitdown strikes
and would not permit a sympathetic strike
unless four-fifths of the employes favored
such action. The principle of collective
bargaining, also, would be established for
all businesses in the Commonwealth not
affected by the national measure.
Unions would be required to incorporate,
by terms of the Herter bill. They would be
obliged to have their books open for public inspection “the same as any other business.”

Approve

Tax

Interest

Cut

The senate has approved a bill reducing
from 5 to 41/2 per cent the interest on unpaid taxes, this despite an argument that
such an act would encourage large property owners to delay paying their taxes.
An

indirect industry setback was experienced when a bill to repeal the measure
authorizing beano games in Massachusetts
was rejected. Several other bills to end
Bay State beano had died in committee.
Beano seems to have become as much a
state institution as Boston Baked Beans.

Salesmen
Boston — A

meeting

Meet
of the Motion

Pic-

ture Salesmen’s Club was held last Saturday afternoon in the district. A statement
of the organization’s successful charity ball
was made. Herman Konnis of Universal
presided.

M.

&

SOUTHERN,

Theatres

one week’s salary to all theatre managers, publicity managers, and home
office employes, it has been learned.
A similar bonus was made during the
Christmas holidays.
The check are forthcoming at a
time of labor unrest. Talk of union
affiliation is common among New
England theatre managers at the
present time, although so far as can
be learned managers of the Hub’s
first-run house have not been directly
approached with any definite union
offers.

SPRY HEADS STRONG
ROGERS FUND DRIVE
Boston — Tom

Spry, New

England

man-

ager for United Artists, has made the campaign for donations to the Will Rogers
Memorial Fund one of the most successful
charity drives ever instituted in the local
territory. Managers of every film exchange
in the district worked with Spry in aligning theatres in behalf of the Saranac Lake
hospital for the needy of stage and screen.
M. & P. Theatres Corp., E. M. Loew, Phil
Bloomberg, Maine and New Hampshire,
Herman Rifkin, Julius Joelson, Morris
Pouzzner, Abraham Goodside, Ralph Snider, Peter Latchis, George Ramsdell, Harry
Zeitz, Phil Smith, Fred Sharby, George
Giles Estate, Interstate, and other circuits
and chain executives contributed. The
Boston Friars Club turned over a sizeable
amount.
SEVITZKY

TO INDIANAPOLIS

Boston — Fabien

Sevitzky,

recently

con-

ductor of the grand orchestra at the Metropolitan Theatre, left the Hub this week
to assume charge of the 80-piece Indianapolis Symphony Orchestra.

NEW ENGLAND EDITION Is One of the Seven Sectional
Editions in Which BOXOFFICE Is Published Weekly. The
Other Six Editions Are: MIDEAST, CENTRAL, MIDWEST,
WESTERN,

P.

Corp., operating some one hundred
motion picture theatres in New England and rapidly expanding its interests, is to give a bonus equal to

EASTERN.

«... v-'uv.,.;

Standard Wage and Working Agreement Is
Sought
Boston — Major

exchange

executives

con-

ferred with James Burke, business manager
of the Moving Picture Operators Union and
the new Boston Exchange Workers Union,
for about four hours Friday of last week
without reaching any agreement as to the
standard wage and working agreement demanded by the American Federation of
Labor affiliate. Another meeting was
scheduled for five o’clock Wednesday afternoon, also in the office of Manager Nate
Furst of Warner Bros.
Discussion

Advances

Inspection and shipping room department employes in the film district, members of the new guild which was formed
a few weeks ago in opposition to CIO activities, were told at a meeting the other
Friday evening that the discussion at the
distributor-union confab that afternoon
had proceeded on a friendly basis and that
there was every evidence that union requests would be at least partially accepted.
No report as to definite terms discussed
or to actual happenings at the conference
was made to the meeting. Union members were assured, however, that nothing
was being held back from them and that
the minutes of the discussion would be
read at a later date.
“Our union has been recognized,” is the
watchcry of many a shipper, inspectress,
and re winder since major managers met
with Business Manager Burke in answer
to a letter requesting such a joint discussion, sent out by Secretary Ann Early a
few days ago.
Independents

Not

Yet

Approached

Independent exchanges have not been
approached as yet, according to a number
of owners and managers of such enterprises. It is the general belief that the
union plans to create a standard agreement acceptable to the Big Eight before
attempting to bring the smaller distributors into line.
The manager of one major exchange
pointed out to Boxoffice that whereas
(Continued on next page)
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Conn. Anxiously Awaits
Amusement Tax Verdict

spoke

in its favor, although it is understood to have some legislative support.
Levy

Edward

Fights

Levy,

Measure

executive

secretary

of

Connecticut MPTO, spoke first in opposition to the tax, stating that it would place
the burden on those least able to pay, and
thereby limit the amount of wholesome
amusement available to these people; that
it would be class legislation, falling on the
unemployed and on families whose maximum allowance for amusement is 25 to 50
cents per individual per week: that it
would be discriminatory against theatres
which already pay special city and state
license fees, federal tax over 40 cents, and
the seat tax to Ascap, and that it would
also be discriminatory as between large
and small theatres; that it would hurt
business in theatres and in the communities at large; and that actual experience
has proved the tax disastrous. Levy traced
a similar tax in South Carolina, where a
surprising number of closed theatres and
cessation of construction operations resulted.
C. D. Burbank of the Franklin, Thompsonville, asserted that a limit had been
reached in admissions taxes, and warned
the committee that the estimated income
of $1,500,000 from the tax would not be
reached,
Ralph

since it undoubtedly would be accompanied by a drop in theatre business.
Pasho of the Gem, Naugatuck,

pointed out that children’s admissions,
which comprised half his business, would
certainly be affected by such a tax.
Protests

by

Sporting

Groups

Sports and organization representatives,
also included under the provisions of the
bill, registered vigorous protest.
Ernest Goodrich of the tax department
said that theatre people were the only
ones in the state to have substantial reduction in taxes during the past several
years. Whereas in 1924 the amusement
tax netted the state $578,000, he claimed,
last year $89,000 was derived from this
source.

Game Appeal Case
Still Pending
Windsor Locks, Conn. — The appeal of the Rialto Theatre Ba^ik
Night case. State of Connecticut vs.
David Magliora, et als, is on the
April criminal docket of the superior

Southington, Conn. — > The
Jadams
Amusement Co. has rented a parking space
opposite the Colonial Theatre, which it will
open to patrons attending the theatre. The
space accommodates about 80 cars.
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Boston — Rudy Vallee was released on his
own recognizance, after $200 bail had been
set by Judge Daniel of Boston municipal
court, in a case in which he is charged
with assault and battery on a newspaper
photographer. The case was continued to
Wednesday. Harry Paul, Vallee advance
was also alleged by Benedict FitzGerald with having set upon him and destroyed his camera after FitzGerald had
taken a shot of them and Miss Evelyn
Gresham departing from a local theatre.
Vallee and Paul entered a general denial.
Rudy Vallee has been appearing here
with his band at the Normandie, former
de luxe RKO theatre transformed into a
dance

cciirt in Hartford, but no action has
yet been taken. The original case
in the Windsor Locks town court in
February resulted in fines to Magliora and the other defendants, and
the stopping of the game, on the
grounds that the proxy card system
which was being used in this spot
constituted a lottery.

hall and managed by Harry MacDonald, former RKO divisional manager.

Summer

Duals Start

Boston — Republic's “Hit Parade” is
scheduled to start the RKO Boston off on
a double-feature policy, when the first-run
spot drops vaudeville for the summer. The
musical is booked for the RKO Boston for
a week beginning April 29. It is also due
to open at the Majestic in Bridgeport on
April 30 and at the Albee in Providence on
May 20. The entire Fox-Poli circuit has
bought the film, according to Herman
Rifkin.

JN spite of a published report in the Portland Press Herald April 16 that the
senate was thought to have approved a revised luxury tax bill, which included the tax on amusements, extension
of the present 10 per cent tax on liquor and
the addition of another 10 per cent tax,
nothing definite has yet been given out by
the legislative committee on taxation, so

BREAK

Maine

FOR

Wethersfield,

Exchange
(Continued

the legislature was expected to adjourn. The fact that a luxury tax bill is

—

Wethersfield

prison, whose usual policy is to start weekly showing of pictures on Decoration Day,
is already operating on an early schedule
this year.

hopeful of defeating the bill. Definite action was scheduled for April 17 at latest
when

PRISONERS

Conn.

that exhibitors and the “powers that be”
in the theatre industry in Maine are still

Agreement

from

preceding

page)

continuously being brought up by the senators is sufficient grounds for nervousness,
on the part of theatre lobbyists.

workers in other industries have been content to ask for increases up to thirty per
cent or so, some of the present demands
in the film district are for wage jumps of

Patriot’s Day was ushered in by a midnight stage and screen show at the Strand
Sunday.

eighty per cent or more. The contention
of union men regarding this is that the
original scale has been far too low.
An opposite picture was given by two

Carroll T. Cooney of the Waldo Theatre,
Waldoboro. Me., who has been spending the
winter in the south, returns May 1. Harold
P. Perry has been pinch-hitting
in his absence.

for Cooney

other managers who stated, half-joking
and half-earnestly, that they would have
to lower wages in some instances if they
were

to abide by union
ard salary scales.
Organizing

Theatre openings: Town’s Hall, Islesboro,
April 17, Leslie Rolerson, manager; Community Theatre, Liberty, Me.. April 24.
Colby Robinson, manager of the Premier
Theatre, Westbrook, and a string of small
houses, plans to take over the lOOF Hall
at West Buxton on April 22. The house,
operating on a one-a-week policy, has been
run by Sam Kimball of Limerick.

Provide Parking

RELEASED
PENDING HEARING

man,

Hartford — As Boxoffice went to press,
there was still no report on the proposed
10 per cent admissions tax on places of
amusement, heard by the finance committee last week, and exhibitors were
frankly anxious. The effects of the tax. if
levied, were considered disastrous, and
only Ernest S. Goodrich, director of the
excise division of the tax department,

VALLEE

With

two weeks to go. the local Paramount branch has advanced from eleventh
to eighth plaee in actual deliveries and
from ninth to seventh in bookings hi the
national Adolph Zukor Drive.
(Continued

on

page

52)

demands

Night

for stand-

Cleaners

Boston — Organization of night cleaners
in Boston motion picture theatres has been
the aim of the CIO for the past few weeks.
At least one Hub first-run house has countered the possibility by increasing wages of
such workers. The Metropolitan has hiked
night-cleaning salaries from $19 per week
to $21 weekly.
It is not known whether the American
Federation of Labor will enter the situation with offers to admit a night-staff unit
into its organization. Such a bid was
mads, successfully, when the CIO tried to
align exchange shipping and inspection
department employes on the Lewis side of
the labor fence.
BOXOFFICE
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KENNETH FORKEY NEW
LEGION COMMANDER
Boston — Kenneth Forkey is now commander of the Theatrical Post of American Legion. He succeeds Colonel Joseph
P. Gohn who has retired from the U. S.
Army
Gohn

and left for the mid-west. Colonel
was presented with a gold Past

Commander’s
Statler.

badge

at a

dinner

at the

Central Shipping Office
for Exchanges Entices
Boston — Plans

Major Patrick F. Healey of the department of public safety, a prominent film
man, has succeeded Kenneth Forkey as the
Senior Vice Commander of the Post No.
270.

Plaintiff Wins Suit
Over Prize
Boston — A suit brought
Night

been

Springfield, that a
three-minute
claiming limit was fulfilled if the

with

Saturday

as the sail-

New

Milford,

Conn. — Steve

Panoras

prize claimant against the Suffolk Theatre in Holyoke has been
settled in favor of the plaintiff after
it was decreed in district court,

The

HARTFORD BOOTH BILL
BEATEN SEVENTH TIME
Hartford — Two-men-in-a-booth bills,
introduced in the state legislature for the
seventh time this session, have again been
defeated.
Following a hearing at which a large
representation of exhibitors and exchange
men appeared in opposition, the judiciary
committee reported the bills unfavorably,
and the house accepted the report.

k for "Earth"
Wor
Haven — The League of

less than

DISTRIBUTING
THEATRE TRAILERS

Boston — Harry

Asher, national

C. MORSE

Boston — Funeral services for Jacob C.
Morse, father of Charles Morse of the
Charles
was

Morse circuit, were largely attended last week. The elder Mr. Morse

as described
New

the present

Memories

to Boxoffice

England

film man

total of film district

Effect

of how

dis-

Big Saving

the

present

Railway

it is conceivable that in time a single building would house all the inspection and
shipping departments in Boston. Although
no such wholesale transformation is likely,
at least for some time to come, an innovation of this sort would effect a considerable

release dates. The local handling of physical distribution will do away with any
delays in receipts, he said, and will make
late booking shifts easily taken care of.

saving

in rent for Massachusetts distributors, forced to comply with stringent fire
regulations.

SPRING FEVER?
® TRY

COMrS

TONIC

FOR AILING PROJECTION
EXPERT

RITES

and Independents

Express Agency, Inc., attempted to put a
similar project into effect a number of
years ago have been roused by the talk.
If such a scheme should become a reality,

president

The trailers, according to Asher, will
be shipped directly from Boston and will
be available well in advance of feature

TUNING-UP
PAIRING OF BOOTH

JACOB

shipping

could take care of physical
tribution needs for the Hub.
Would

of Epilogues, Inc., and New England distributor for General Pictures, has taken
over the local distribution of Theatre
Trailer Corp. releases.

“Good Earth” at the College on April 30.
Ben Cohen, College manager, is on a
speaking tour of clubs, schools, etc., which
proved so successful in putting over
Juliet” roadshow.

scheme,

shippers

ASHER

central

interested in promoting such a setup, involves a single shipping and storage headquarters for majors and independents. If
the proposed enterprise should go through,
it would mean that a crew considerably

$300 accumulation ivas paid following the lower-court decision.

New
Women
Voters, Connecticut Child Welfare Assn.,
and the Journal Courier, morning daily,
are combining to sponsor the opening of

and

The

Majors

by a well known

is

rebuilding the Star Theatre almost completely, having demolished all but the floor
and side walls of the old structure.
Additional land has been purchased and
the size of the building will be increased
to house 750 instead of the original 400
seats.
Labor on the building is being rushed in
two shifts.

“Romeo

For

potential aioard winner was prevented from making her way into the
theatre at once because of crowds.

PANORAS REBUILDING
STAR EXTENSIVELY

a

quarter as the result of announced Boston
Film Exchange Workers Union demands
for a standard wage agreement.

by a Bank

Some fifty members of the post went on
a stag cruise to New York last weekend.
Plans to charter an Eastern steamship
craft for a district weekend cruise have
completed
ing date.

for

office for Boston motion picture distributors are being furthered in at least one

INSURES

Factory

RE-

EQUIPMENT

MAXIMUM

ANCE AT MINIMUM
AND

AND

Shop
Method

PERFORMOPERATING

REPLACEMENT

Repair

EXPENSE.

one of New England’s veteran baseball writers. Cremation followed services.

GEORGE

RYAN’S

FATHER

DIES

Boston — The father of George S. Ryan,
motion picture lawyer with headquarters
at 6 Beacon Street in Boston, died suddenly last week.
BOXOFFICE

April

24, 1937,

THEATRE
112 ARLINGTON

SERVICE
STREET

&

SUPPLY

LIBerty 0356

CO.
BOSTON
49

^HAT the interest in “flesh” is still strong
was proved by the success of the Paramount stage show, which turned them
away on Saturday and continued to packed
houses all week . . . The flesh angle evidently had something to do with the success of “Marked Woman” at the Roger
Sherman also.
The

highlight of the week ivas the admission tax hearing at Hartford, the outcome of which is of tremendous significance to exhibitors over the state, who feel
they can neither afford to absorb such a
tax or pass it on to patrons . . . Ensconced
in the luxurious leather seats of the old
senate chambers where the hearing took
place, many an exhib and salesman began
to look and feel the part of a dignified
senator himself . . . Although the film
angle of the bill was covered, sports operators a?id others were unable to voice their
opposition because of the abrupt closing
of the hearing by the chairman. The
amusement contingent took this meekly,
but the cosmetics sellers who followed on
another

bill refused

to be

shut

off, de-

claring “This is just railroading things
with your gag legislation.”

through

Exchange employes’ AFL unit held its
last organization meeting and elected officers at its first closed meeting on Monday
evening. The group is well under way now
with a membership of over 50, including
inspectresses, shippers, assistants, poster
clerks, and some clerical office help.
I. J. Hoffman
desk this week
the New York
Joseph

is expected

back

at his

after a moiith’s sojourji in
Warner Theatre office, in

Bernhard’s

absence

in Europe.

Harry Shaw claims the record for travel
in any one day, starting from New Haven
at 10, to Norwich, to Hartford for the tax
hearing, to Waterbury, to Bridgeport, to
New Haven for a sandwich at 6, and back
to Waterbury. After which it took two
bicarbonates instead of the usual one to
bring him to.
Report

is that the Shubert

over $20,000
ment.

on

the D'Oyly

grossed

Carte

ivell

engage-

Rumors again: That the Brandt circuit
and another party have been casting a
theatrically-inclined
J. Dombe

of

the

eye at Westville
new

sites.

Brooklawn

on

King’s Highway, Bridgeport, in town looking at the picture mart. Dombe is reported
to have wound up all other business connections and to be ready for the opening
of the 495-seaf house about May 15.
Loew’s opened the Lyric, Bridgeport, last
weekend with the holdover of “Personal
Property.” The house will run weekends
only, with Matt Saunders of the Poli supervising and A1 Domaine, Poli student assistant, made Lyric assistant manager.
Loew’s is also scheduled to open
Plaza, Worcester, this week, after an
tensive repair job.

Ben

50

the
ex-

Simon’s new gold badge, inscribed
'Continued on next page)

"Silent Barriers" Gets
Censor Snip
Boston — Minor

eliminations

in the

fourth reel of GB’s “Silent Barriers”
were the only modifications required
in the latest list of 47 to be passed
by the department of public safety.
Cut from the railroading epic were:
“Scene showing Lou’s bedroom arid
Steve adjusting his vest; dialogue,
‘Gosh, what a head — and the board
looks pretty, too — ,’ to and including,
‘ — Help yourself’.”
On the vaudeville sheet, four acts
were banned for Sunday staging, five
were deleted, and an even dozen were
approved in original form.

QUTDOOR
carnival season off to an
earlier start than usual with Comin state. munity, Fairfield, getting initial opposition
“Personal Property” was given three extra days, moving from the Loew Poli to
the newly opened Lyric.
Advance ticket sale for “Janosik,” Slovak language film, was so heavy the picture had to be moved into Trade School
auditorium and run extended two days.
Frank Wirth is considering Waterbury
as location for permanent winter quarters
for his circus.
Peter P. Petrofsky, chairman of board
of zoining appeal, which granted permit
for new

Exchanges

Remodel

Boston — The renovation and remodeling
microbe, caught in no uncertain terms by
New
England theatres during recent
months, has spread to the film district.
M-G-M
headquarters are being refitted,
even to modernistic furniture. Warner
Bros, is being hammered into new shape.
As for Columbia, a few exhibitors walked

Signs of spring at the Empress in Norwalk: A new carpet in the theatre, and the
grading

Davis Joins Republic

has been convalescing from an operation at the Beth Israel Hospital, succeeds
Steve Broidy who leaves to join his own
independent distribution unit. Sam Seletsky, Maine salesman, is probably slated to

of the house’s

parking

space.

Summer
theatre to produce Shakespearean plays is planned for Danbury.
Community , Fairfield, is pushing
balcony seats ivith lobby signs.

its new

Drive-In Theatre Opens

by late last week to find that nothing remained in the office but a few sweepings.

Boston — Jack Davis has been appointed
city salesman for Republic Pictures Corp.
of New England by Herman Rifkin. Davis,

theatre in opposition to administration wishes, has been ousted.

Boston — New England’s first automobile
open-air theatre, the Drive-in Theatre, was
opened in Weymouth Saturday evening at
8:00 p. m. with a double feature bill. Several other such projects are reportedly
planned
season.

for this territory for the coming

who

take

Davis’s

present

position.

BERNARD LEVIN'S MO’THER DIES
Boston — The mother of Bernard Levin,
assistant to Special Acessories Manager
Henry Greenberg of Columbia, is dead. She
was ill at Beth Israel for some time.

OLDD
YO
FOR DI
SCURARDE
vAHSdQlIlI OR
SIMPLEX PROJECTORS
OR A VERY LIBERAL TRADE-IN ALLOWANCE WILL BE
MADE TOWARDS THE PURCHASE OF NEW EQUIPMENT.
AS THESE MACHINES ARE TO BE ENTIRELY REBUILT,
THEIR CONDITION OR INCOMPLETENESS IS IMMATERIAL.
THIS IS YOUR OPPORTUNITY TO TURN THOSE OLD MECHANISMS THAT HAVE BEEN KICKING AROUND SO LONG
INTO CASH.
SEND

COMPLETE DESCRIPTION AND INFORMATION,
CLUDING ALL SERIAL NUMBERS, IN FIRST LETTER.

IN-

JOE CIFRE, Inc., BOSTON
44 WINCHESTER

ST.

Phone
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NEW
(Continued

HAVEN

from preceding page)

Engone of New distriERG, premium
jyjEYER RUTTENB
land’s better known
butors, has moved his Boston headquarters
to the corner of Church and Winchester
Streets in the heart of the district.

Honorary Deputy Sheriff, caused quite a
stir. How much good it will do him in a
pinch, even Ben doesn’t know, however.

John Scully, a New Haven visitor at the
Fox office, just before announcement of his
resignation to join GN.

Claude Ezell, Affiliated
partner, left Boston for
week, after closeting with
several days on local Bank

Bob Russell had a masked boy in the
Kresge store singing from “Wake Up and
Live’’ and ballyhooing the Phantom Troubadour angle, on Saturday afternoon.
With the opening of the trout season,
the Rosen-Weber interests were right on
the line.

The Poll, New Haven, has two new National pedestals. National has also installed Nathan Lampert’s booth equipment
in the new Glastonbury house, set for
opening the end of April.
It will be wedding bells for Philip Gravitz, Metro second booker, on May 29. Jessie
Boxer of Brooklyn is the lucky girl.
Not to be outdone, Manny Warrenoff,
Metro salesman, has bought a new Pontiac
sedan.
Peter Parokas, who is building a new
980-seater in Thompsonville, is considering
the addition of a 200-seat balcony and a
price-range policy.
May 16 is an anniversary for Harry
Shaw, as well as Morris Joseph . . . Shaw
celebrates his third year in the territory.
Republic’s “Hit Parade” opens at the
Majestic, Bridgeport, on April 30, with city
officials, kleig lights, etc., etc. Shaw is
excited about this one.
Every
beautiful
ject of
marquee

Enterprises, Inc.,
New York last
Roy Heffner for
Night problems.

The proposed Vermont ten per cent admission tax was excluded from the excise
bill in which it was contained before the
petition was passed by the state legislature.

STEVE BROIDY TAKES
POST WITH MONO.
Boston — Steve Broidy

has resigned

Eleanor Lang of the Metropolitan took
over a wedding ring from Milford Sullivan,
recently with the Metropolitan, last week.

from

Kendall Way, formerly with M. & P.
Theatres, was up from Texas last week to
visit local National Theatre Supply offices.

Republic Pictures Corp. of New England
to become general manager and treasurer
of the newly formed Monogram of New

Mr. and Mrs. Alfred Foster Steen celebrated their second wedding anniversary
last Monday at their home in the Mowbray
Apartments, Kew Gardens, Long Island, in
company with their two . . . pets, Blondy
and Ownie.

England, Inc. Ben Welansky, Pittsburgh
exchange owner and Massachusetts theatre circuit executive, is president of the
new corporation.
Broidy, because of his long years of association with Herman Rifkin, is closely
acquainted with both Ray Johnston and
Monogram. Welansky intends to spend
much of his time at the Hub office, leaving
Pittsburgh management largely to Dave
Selznick, well known here.

The Bayside in Hull, acquired by M. & P.
from Dan Murphy, was opened Saturday.

"Lost Horizon" Draws
Boston

— Columbia’s

roadshow,

“Lost

Horizon,” will remain at the Shubert for
at least a month. The picture is packing
the legitimate theatre where special film
equipment was installed to harbor the attraction. A1 Duffy has left Boston after
laying an advance publicity campaign on
the feature.

Mayor John S. Sullivan and the Worcester licensing board have been at loggerheads on the beano question. The board
has voted to grant licenses for daily beano
parties, opposed by Sullivan, and to delay
the issuance of weekly beano permits, favored by Sullivan. Present permits expire
May 1.
Day.
Monday

was

a

holiday here. Patriot’s

Capitol Theatre Supply Co. has installed
(Continued on next page)

day someone else raves about the
job at the Dixwell. Another obadmiration is the new neonized
at the Rivoli, West Haven.

Jack Schwartz’s West End, Bridgeport,
started its new '12-week Johnson ovenware
deal with a bang. It was a sellout at 7:15,
and in two days, 2,900 pieces were distributed.

GLOW'’'

^^COLOR

Theatre

Your

Grand National, in first place for the
drive for the third consecutive week . . .
Jeanette Berliner, in to New York to celebrate in advance . . . GN’s “231/2 Hours
Leave” plays the Warner circuit.
The Howard is back to one money night
on Saturday, with dishes Wednesday and
Thursday.
N. C. Wrisley’s new spring stock so overflowed his store that he has been forced
to rent additional space on Meadow Street.
Robert Joyce of Memorial Hall, Simsbury, the latest daddy. The third is a girl.
Ruth Bernstein, GB secretary, has gone
athletic and joined the Taft Hotel gym
class.
N. Lampert’s Wethersfield
start construction by May 1.
BOXOFFICE
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“YHE
EARTH”
opened
week’s
roadGOOD
show engagement
at the a Carlton
April 18 to only fair business. Advance
sale indicates a steady
ness during the week.
Burkhardt of Loew’s
M-G-M representative
at the Fay house.

build-up
Manager

in busiHoward

State is acting as
for the engagement

Strand Theatre got its new Mirrophoiiic
sou7id equipment in operation last Friday.
Stanzler’s Community Theatre. Wakefield. R. I., celebrated its sixth anniversary
last week

with special programs and presentation of an electric refrigerator premium Friday evening. On Saturday morn-

ing the house gave its annual Children’s
Anniversary matinee, with special show
and free candy for every youngster.
Park. Woonsocket, used pictures of
Simone Simon as a giveaway attraction for
opening of "Seveiith
house April 16.

Heaven’’

run

at the

R.

I. Auditorium offered some competition to Providence theatres last week with
staging of the fifth annual flower show in
the big sports arena. Opening day had
2,500 persons passing through the doors
with subsequent days showing little drop
in attendance.
The Barn Theatre. Cimherland. R. /..
opened April 19 for the summer season
with the Lippett Players (summer stock
troupe) holding the boards for their second season. Theatre is wider management
of Robert Eshleman and plans to run for
26 weeks.
Gov. Robert E. Quinn signed the revised
state Bingo bill April 16 which allows civic
authorities to license bingo parties conducted by religious, charitable and veterand

ans’ organizations, but banning cash prizes
limiting games to one night a week,

except

in case of carnivals or other sponsored activities running consecutive nights.

Advance

sale

reported

heavy

on

one-

night stand booking of “The Great Waltz’’
into the Metropolitan Theatre April 26.

PORTLAND
(Continued

from

page

48)

Filmrow Visitors: Hy Levine, district
manager for GN at New Haven, who got
a glimpse of his new granddaugter born
April 2; Mr. Stoloff of the Theatre Specialty Co. of New York; A1 Bevan, Richard
Silva and O. A. St. Pierre, all of the Boston
M. & P. office: Sam Kimball, operator of
the Sokokis Theatre at Limerick and the
Vale Theatre

at Springvale,

52

New

York — Cruelty

to animals

Waldron, president of the Maine
to have gone to Augusta April 19
confer with labor heads there.
along with Waterville. Freeport,
and Auburn, are present strike

and

mis-

representation of life as it is lived by “the
average man” are two complaints heard in
England against American films, Joseph I.
Breen, production code administrator, told
the press here this week.
Breen — the former Chicagoan who approves stories and pictures under the Hays

(Continued

from

preceding

page)

new lamps and rectifiers, as well as a neio
sound system, in the Majestic Theatre,
Herman Rifkin house in Holyoke.
A gain of 52 cents in the average

weekly

earnings of 315,000 employes in manufacturing industries of Massachusetts, as compared to March of last year, has been reported for last month by the State Labor
and Industries Department.

office production code — arrived here Tuesday from a European pleasure jaunt. He
was due to report in Hollywood late this
week.

Louis Frey, local booking agent, opened
the Roosevelt in Valley Falls, R. I., last
Saturday.

Regarding the objections, Breen said that
the complainants had no knowledge of
how animals were handled during production of films and that he knew of no cases
of mistreatment. The finished production

Clinton

on the screen of such a picture as “The
Charge of the Light Brigade” might easily
give the wrong impression for instance, of
how horses were handled, unless the observer takes into account trick camera effects. he explained. The Warner picture
recently was the subject of a discussion in
the British Parliament in which it was
charged

that the Hollywood
treated the horses.
Millionaire

producers

mis-

America

Breen said he had been asked by Britishers whether all Americans are millionaires,
as depicted in films, and they also were
somewhat amused by the prevalence of
cocktail bars in our celluloid homes.
On the commercial side, Breen reported
“business is booming” in London and Paris
and American pictures were never more
popular there.
From conversations with British film
men Breen learned of their attitude that

A

new

this improvement. The industry’s selfregulation in production has diverted

NEW

declared

in

K. Howard is informing Independent Exhibitors, Inc., members that the
convention of Allied in Milwaukee

annual

has been postponed
May 26, 27 and 28.

from

May

12-14

Abe Spitz, Rhode Island exhibitor,
in the district the other Thursday.
Sam Kimball closed the
Buxto7i, Me., on April 12.
Fred Bowman,
been ill.

Loew’s

lOOF

Hall

to

was

in

State veteran, has

Sojne severity members attended a dinner dance of the Warner Club at the Cocoanut Grove last Wednesday.

engagement

of “The

Good

J. M. Cummings,
in Boston last week.

Earth.”

M-G-M

booking

Cineiiia Club

Wednesday
Club.

New
Haven — New
ventilating system
have been sold by Modern Theatre Equipment to Bob Schwartz for the Paramount,
Thomaston, and to N. Del Rossi, for the
Cameo, Watertown.

FOR

was

detectives, guard-

Arthur

Wednesday,
houses.

VENTILATION

HEADQUARTERS

where

ing Colonial Press properties from 400 disgruntled employes, struck for a fifty per
cent pay increase.

The
BUY

of strike

auditor,

was

Jack Shea of the Mort Shea Enterprises
in New York was in the district last week

themes into new channels, and this departure from the rut has resulted in better
pictures, Breen summed up the general
consensus.
TWO

kind

last week

Frank Murphy, Loew’s assistant manager, has been in Buffalo with the roadshow

American film quality has increased greatly and that they highly commended the
production code activities as a factor in

at

for his New

was

the

England

scheduled

Soldiers

and

to meet
Sailors

Harry Brown jr, former publicity manager at the Paramount and Fenway in Boston. has resigned as manager of the Paramount in Newport.

EXHIBITORS

WHEN

IN

BOSTON

CllfVTAV
455 Columbus Ave.
1 BETWEEN
tllj DARTMOUTH
dn VSTREET
U &X MASSACHUSETTS
Boston, Mass.AVENUE

mvV'EV

Three

minutes

in for booking

at the Paramount Exchange: Harvey Bragdon of the Odeon Theatre, Bethel, also a
booking visitor at the exchange.
Chelsea
AFL. was
or 20 to
Augusta,
Lewiston
eenters.

Misrepresent Life,
Is British Plaint

BOSTON

Six niiiiiites’ walk from film district
from all Dark Bay Stations. Klevated has
Transfers to all parts of Boston and suburbs.

150 ROOMS,
Suites
Double

ALL

WITH

for families of four; parlor, two bedrooms,
rooms— $2.50, $.3.00, $3.50, $4.00 a day

Daraffe

Excellent

nearby — Cars

New

SPECIAL

WEEKLY

called

and

England

for

Food

Dinners

30c,

door.

BATH

RATES
Kate

Served

7.5c, $1.00
GEORGE
E. CEARK,

hy

bath — $4.00, $5.00, $(i.00 a day.
Single rooms— $2.00, .$2.50 a day

delivere<l.

Club Hreakfast 13o to 6.5o
l.iincheons 2.5c to .50c

line

50c

in

for

24

the

hours.

Savoy

Cafe

Also a la carte menu
No T.iccnse Dlnins: Room
No room
Manager

service

BOXOFFICE

chaigre

: ; April 24, 1937.

of Adver-

Our Hat Is Off to the Director

Sales Manager
He's tough! Wants
Words roll past his
water
wants

dff a duck's
Results! He

Coverage!
ears like
back.
wants

He
the

road properly paved for his men.
Sales resistance broken down to
a

minimum!

He

wants

his

or-

ganization's advertising to appear in a publication that carries with it the CONFIDENCE
OF
ITS READERS.
He's just one of
the many the Director of Advertising has to keep

These

Producer

Exhibitor

He's cold! Looks at everything
from a dollar and cents view-

He

point. He seldom says "Yes."
Very often “No." He's hard to
understand, because when he's
satisfied he says nothing. It

picture

seems he is in the right mood
when the PROFITS ROLL IN. The
Director

of

Advertising

knows

wants

SPECIAL,

every

picture

yet he

is oversold.

all of his

own.

with

proper

the

sold

raises
He

as a

cain
has

Furnishing
data

if a

ideas,
him

through

the pages of the right trade publication is something ad heads
lave

long

enjoyed.

that proper placement of advertising is a vital factor in keeping
his superior

in the pleasant

mood.

happy!

are just three of the many

problems

that face the

Director of Advertising. Yet with the proper knowledge
COVERAGE,

of

READER INTEREST and RESPECT FOR PUBLICATION, the Director of Advertising finds that these are

among his lesser difficulties, for he knows
HIS SOLUTION!
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As a service to readers of BOXOFFICE, this page provides a ready source of information
on products and services which have been filed for reference with The MODERN THEATRE INFORMATION BUREAU. Information on the following subjects may be secured by
sending in the coupon. Use the key numbers. If data on subjects other than those listed
is wanted, just state your requirements. We will endeavor to see that you are supplied
with details promptly.
ADVERTISING
MT4S1
MT482
MT483
MT484
MT485
MT486
MT487
MT488
MT189
MT490
MT491
MT492
MT493
MT494
MT495
MT496
MT497
MT498
MT499

Main signs and marquees
Signs, Neon
Signs, structural glass
Signs, travel word
Attraction boards
Letters, attraction board
Letters, changeable silhouette
Price signs, boxoffice
Display frames
Poster lights
Poster projectors
Cut-out machines
Time schedule clocks, electric
Monogrammed
mats, rubber
Slides, advertising
Slides, announcement
Sound truck P. A. systems
Transformers, Neon
Ladders, safety

AIR CONDITIONING
MT505
MT506
MT507
MT508
MT509
MT510
MT511
MT512
MT513
MT514
MT515
MT516
MT517

Air conditioning plants — complet®
Heating systems
Refrigeration
Air washers
Blowers
Air circulators
Fans, exhaust
Grilles and registers
Temperature control devices
Air conditioning accessories
Motors, multi-speed fan
Motors, constant speed
Air filters

DECORATIONS

and FURNISHING

MT520
MT521
MT522
MT523
MT524
MT525
MT526
MT527
MT528
MT529
MT530
MT531
MT532
MT533
MT534
MT535
MT536
MT537
MT538

Architectural service
Decorating service
Seating service
Theatre chairs
Chair covers
Theatre carpets
Carpet padding
Rubber matting
Furniture, lounge
Wall tiles, interior
Fabrics, decorating
Brass railings
Rope railings
Metal, ornamental
Mirrors
Luminous colors
Ticket booths
Directional signs
Exit boxes

MT539
MT540
MT541
MT542
MT543

Curtain controls
Curtain tracks
Curtains, fireproof
Fountains, drinking
Fountains, ornamental

The MODERN

YOU

WANT ISN'T LISTED, ASK
UNDER "REMARKS"

THEATRE

FOR

IT BY NAME

section of BOXOFFICE

Room 334 — 332 S. Michigan Ave.
Chicago, III.

MT564

Lighting

plants,

4-24-37

Please obtain for me free descriptive literature on the following
items: (List Key Numbers Below).

Remarks:

individual

MT570
MT571
MT572
MT573
MT574
MT575
MT576

Chair fastening cement
Chair refinishing materials
Upholstering materials
Seat patching kits
Seat decking materials
Floor surfacing materials
Carpet cleaning systems

MT577
MT578
MT579
MT580
MT581
MT582
MT583
MT584
MT58.5
MT58G
MT587

Floor w'axes
Matting, rubber
Paint, screen
Paint, plastic
Paint, aluminum
Polish, metal
Polish, furniture
Fireproofing compounds
Fire extinguishers
Ladders, safety
Uniforms, staff

complete
standard

54

State

MT647
MT648

Air purifiers,
Air perfumes

MT649

Air sprays

MT650
MT651
MT652
MT653
MTG54
MT655

Soap dispensers
Soaps, liquid
Hand driers, electric
Chewing gum solvents
Rubber link matting
Exhaust fans

ozone

SOUND
MT661
MT662
MT663
MT664
MT665
MT666

Sound systems,
Sound heads
Amplifiers
Pre-amplifiers
Speakers
Rectifiers

complete

MT667

Condensers

MTGGS
MT669
MT670
MT671
MT672

Photo-electric cells
Tubes, amplifier
Tubes, rectifier
Exciter lamps
Baffles, horn

MT673

Lens

MT674
MT675
MT676
MTG77
MT678

Public address systems
Microphones
Microphone stands
Hearing aid systems
Acoustical materials

assemblies,

Projectors,
Projectors,

Projectors, semi-portable
Projector pedestals
Projector parts
Lamps, suprex type

MT597
MT598
MT599
MT600
MTGOl
MTG02

Lamps, reflector arc
Lamps, high Intensity
Lamps, incandescent projection
Arc regulators
Arc controls
Control panels

MT685
MT686
MT687
MT688

Screens, moving
Lighting, stage
Curtain controls
Curtain tracks

MT603
MT604
MT605
MT60G

Rectifiers, copper-oxide
Rectifiers, tube type
Bulbs, rectifier
Rheostats, projection

MT689
MT690
MT691
MT692

Stage draperies
Stage rigging
Scenery, stage
Footlights

MT607
MT608
MT609
MTGIO
MTGll

Motor-generators
Lenses, projection
Lenses, condenser
Current changers
Mirror reflectors

MT693

Switchboards

MT612
MTG13
MT614
MT615
MT616
MT617
MTG18
MTG19
MT620
MT621
MT622
MT623
MTG24
MT625
MT62G

Carbons, projector
Carbon savers
Reels
Reel alarms
Rewdnders, automatic
Change-over devices
Slide, projection
I.<amps, spot and flood
Take-ups, film
Film safety controls
Fire prevention devices
Fire shutters, porthole
Film scales
Film scrapers
Film splicers

MT627
MT628
MT629
MT630
MT631
MT632

Film cleaners
Air gun (cleaner)
Tool kits
Film cabinets
Film cabinet stands
Effect projectors

SANITATION
*

MT641

Cleaning

I

MT642

Cleaners,

compounds
vacuum

sound

Disinfectants
Deodorant blocks
Insecticides
Disseminators

MT591
MT592

Theatre

with

MT643
MT644
MT645
MT646

MT593
MT594
MT595
MT59G

Name

City

units

PROJECTION

Fixtures, lighting
Colored lamps
Lumiline lamps
Candle flame lamps
Floodlight lamps
Spotlight lamps
Sign lamps
Dimmers

USE THIS COUPON
IF WHAT

Ultra violet lighting
Silhouette letter mounting
Flashed opal glass
Pot metal opal glass
Fuses, indicator type
Fuses, cartridge

MAINTENANCE

LIGHTING
MT550
MT551
MT552
MT553
MT554
MT555
MT556
MT557

MT558
MT559
MT560
MT561
MT562
MT5G3

STAGE

sound

EQUIPMENT

STRUCTURAL

picture

MATERIALS

MT700

Structural

MT701
MT702
MT703
MT704

Insulation materials
Acoustical materials
Fibre boards
Fronts, glass

glasses

MT705
MT706

Fronts,
Fronts,

MT707
MT708
MT709

Fronts, stainless steel
Toilet partitions, metal
Flooring, asphalt tile

vitreous enamel
porcelain enamel

MISCELLANEOUS
MT715
MT716
MT717
MT718
MT719

Accounting systems
Change makers
Safes, boxoffice
Tickets
Ticket choppers

MT720
MT72I
MT722

Ticket Issuing machines
Ticket registers
Ticket holders

MT723
MT724

Pop corn machines
Uniforms, staff
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RESIGNATION REPORTS PREMATURE
Mono. Franchise to
Decker & Hurlbut
Detroit — S. K.

Decker

and

William

B.

Hurlbut, both long identified with independent distribution in Michigan, will join
forces in the new
Monogram Pictures
exchange to be opened here shortly after
May 1. The concern
will distribute Monogram Pictures in the
Michigan territory.
Both the new Monogram franchise holders are well-known in
the auto state. Decker
has operated Excellent Pictures for the
5. K. Decker
past 12 years, while
Hurlbut has been identified with various
independent distributing units in Detroit
for the past 17 years.
The new Monogram exchange will be a
part of Monogram Pictures, the producing
company which has resumed activities
under the leadership of W. Ray Johnston,
after a lapse of two years. The new Michigan company has been granted a longterm distribution franchise in this territory for all Monogram pictures.
Minimum

of 26 Features

Monogram will produce a minimum of
26 features and two western series, each
with a well-known star, during 1937-38.
Included among the pictures will be “Paradise Isle,” from the Cosmopolitan story;
Gene Stratton Porter’s “Romance of the
Limberlost,” and “Land of Sky Blue
Water.”
Excellent Pictures will continue its identity. However physical distribution of all
Excellent releases will be handled by Monogram after May 1. The present staff and
office quarters employed by Excellent on
the fifth floor of the film building will be
retained by the new Monogram company.

AFL

Richey Meets With Allied
Board to Decide

Will Push Film
Organization

Detroit — Though

outward

movement

there

was

Course

no

in regard to the

By EUGENE

film exchange employes’ union here
this week, it was learned that a
spokesman of the lATSE has promised that all phases of the industry
will he organized by the American
Federation of Labor within the next
few months.
It was said that the AFL is doing
this for protective measures for itself and that the organization work
will be peacefully accomplished without injury to any employer groups.
Relations between the lATSE here,
through Roger Kennedy, business

Detroit — Rumors

that he was considering resigning to accept one of two positions offered him outside the industry, he
cision.
had come

Potter,

Richey was to meet
this week with a committee of Allied to
discuss the probability of his remaining
with the organization.
The Allied head’s resignation would be
a loss to Michigan theatrical circles, too, as
he has made his presence here felt to a
great degree. During his long tenure of
office, there has never been an adverse
legislative bill passed by the city council
or state legislature.

for

Active

27

years theatrical censor of the automobile
city, retired last week from his position in
the police department. During his term of
office Lieutenant Potter had seen many
innovations come and go both on the legitdustry. imate stage and in the motion picture in-

LOEB,

12805

KLINGENSMITH,
D. RICH,
HYDE.

2125

127

and Charity

Circles

Richey has been exceptionally active in
social and charity circles in Detroit. He
is now serving the Variety Club as president and is a member of the board of
numerous charitable organizations.

Pooh-poohing the current “strip-tease”
rage of the legitimate musical comedies.
Potter said, “Why that is nothing new, burlesque offered that 20 years ago.”

ELSIE

in Social

Richey has championed the independent
exhibitors’ cause ever since he entered the
film industry, after having first taken a
fling at newspaper work. He has fought
year in and year out for legislation that
would outlaw block booking. He has been
a member of the committee of national
Allied raising the defense fund to divorce
production and distribution from the exhibition field, which he says belongs entirely to the independent theatre owner.

Among other accomplishments during
the many years he was with the department, Lieutenant Potter was responsible
for the inauguration of the annual field
day, and for several years was athletic
director of the department.

MIDEAST EDITION Is One of the Seven Sectional Editions
in Which BOXOFFICE Is Published Weekly. The Other
Six Editions Are; NEW ENGLAND, CENTRAL, MIDWEST,
WESTERN, SOUTHERN, EASTERN.

to no de-

H. M. Richey

employes’ union.

Lester

the

Richey told Boxoffice that, while he
had announced to his
board of directors

Detroit Censor
Retires From Post
Detroit — Lieut.

electrified

industry this week over the reported resignation of H. M. Richey, general manager
of Michigan Allied unit, proved to be premature.

agent for the operators’ union, and
exhibitors have been pleasant for
many years, and it is felt by many
that should unionization be inevitable
it is best to have it under the lATSE
jurisdiction, as is now the case with
the film exchange

D. RICH

which

Cedar

1701

Cass

Tremont

Ave.,

Blvd.

Hoad,

Cleveland

of

Allies,

Detroit,

St., Ft.

the

Mich.,

Thomas,

Phone

Ky..

Heights,

Pittsburgh,
Randolph

Phone

Ohio.
Pa.

7978.

Highland

R.

F.

EUGENE
CLARA

1657.

FLINT EXHIBITORS SET EXAMPLE
Nine Groups in Agreement
Free of Duals and
Giveaways
By EUGENE

D. RICH

Flint, Mich. — Eighteen theatres are being operated in this industrial city of 150,000 persons with not a sign of cut-throat
competition among any of the exhibitors.
In all, there are nine exhibitor groups who
have kept a gentleman’s agreement of the
last three years outlawing double bills, except once weekly. And during the last five
years, this town has not had one cash
night at any theatre.
Butterfield Theatres operate four theatres here as does Lester Matt, whose newly-erected Della Theatre will open soon.
Jimmy Minter, Doc Eisman and Dick Ingram operate two theatres each, while Associated Theatres, Emmett Booth, Dan
Kesz, and Bill Blankenship operate one
each, Blankenship is the newest addition
to the group
ened his Gem
ceded to the
eral years by

of exhibitors, having just opTheatre but immediately acagreement held the last sevthe other operators.

Business

Has

Grown

The lack of giveaways has not harmed
business here, according to one exhibitor.
As industrial affairs increased, business has
kept pace with them at the boxoffice, he
said, and it has not been found necessary
to use any cash night games.
The double bill agreement allows just
one double bill weekly, but this cannot be
on Sunday. Also, one night during the
week a guest or midnight show is permitted.

18 FROM MIDEAST AT
VARIETY CONVENTION
Omaha — Those who registered from the
Mideast territory at the third annual convention of the Variety Clubs of America
at the Hotel Fontenelle here April 17-18
are as follows:
Ed E. Kirchner, H. M. Richey, Detroit,
Mich.; Allan Moritz, Andy Niedenthal, H.
J. Wessel, Cincinnati; Frank H. Boyd, I. J.
Schmertz, Cleveland; Duke Clark, W. C.
Pullin, Albert E. Redman, Max Steam,
Columbus, Ohio; Kurt Berg, N. W. Byrd,
Fred J. Krimm, Dayton, Ohio; James S.
Balmer, John H. Harris, John J. Maloney,
Dr. Albert Irwin Wise, Pittsburgh, Pa.

Variety Luncheon Draws
Detroit — More than 60 barkers and
friends attended the weekly Variety Club
luncheon Monday at the Book-Cadillac
Hotel. The principal speaker was Fred
Frahm, superintendent of police. Lester
Sturm, branch manager, and his sales staff
were hosts at this special 20th Century-Fox
Film day at the club.
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Ted Lewis to Emcee
Varieti] Club Frolic
Cleveland — Ted Lewis, who headlines
the first stage attraction of the season at
Loew’s State Theatre, was to act as master
of ceremonies at the Cleveland Variety
Club on Friday, April 23, and to be in
charge

of the drawing for the Ford automobile for which the club sold tickets to

buy portable projection machines
movie shows in local institutions.

for free

With sales drives being conducted by
most of the distributing companies, this
was

appropriately called the Variety Charity Drive and was conducted under the

chairmanship of Harry H. Goldstein, Paramount district manager. Goldstein, at the
present writing, had not computed how
chances were sold, but he was certain that more than enough money was
raised not only to provide the projectors,
but also to build fireproof booth where
institutions are not properly equipped for
showing of films.

B. HORWITZ,
circuit owner, immediately after presiding at the Variety
Club open house on Friday, April 23, will
light
out to join his wife and
ida.
Paul Gusdanovic

returned

son in Flor-

from

the south

too soon for his sinus trouble and is making plans to go to North Carolina until the
local weather does a better job.
Henry Greenberger as chairman of the
Variety Club golf tournament committee
is working at his job of making preparations for the first tournament of the season, announcement of which will come
forth any day now.
Nat Barach, chairman of the Variety
Club membership committee, is one of the
busiest men in toivn. Last week
ed 25 neiv members signed up.

he report-

many

Picture shows will be exhibited to shutins twice weekly. Two Variety Club members will attend every showing. Motion
Picture operators will donate their services.
M. B. Horwitz is president of the Club.

RKO STAGE SHOWS TO
DEBUT IN CLEVELAND
Cleveland — Cleveland is about to begin
a new era in the entertainment world as
the production
the entire RKO
Nat

center for stage shows
circuit.

Holt, district manager

for

of the RKO

Great

Lakes division, upon his recent return from New York stated that, starting
May 14, stage shows for the circuit will
have their initial presentation at the RKO
Palace here, with all stage productions
emanating from here.
Clark

Robinson,

producer

of condensed

versions of “Roberta,” “Vanities” and other
successes that have played the Radio City
Music Hall and the Roxy Theatre in New
York, will come to Cleveland to write and
produce the shows.
Chester Hale, one of the top names in a
host of dancing directors, will have charge
of the chorus and scenery.
Jack

Haley

will act as business

manager.

The

three will collaborate to create spectacles and featured acts. Programs will be
changed each week with new headliners
and new acts. The chorus will remain as
a resident attraction, patterned after the
policy used at the Radio Music Hall in New
York.
Cleveland talent also will have
portunity, Manager Holt advises.

an

op-

Hazel Mack of Exhibitors Poster
was on the sick list last week.
Julius Lamm

and

Lou

Service

Milder, managers

of Warner’s Uptown and Variety theatres,
respectively , are deep in plans to celebrate
their theatres’ tenth birthday anniversary
May 23-29.
P. E. Essick of the Scoville, Essick and
Reif circuit and Mrs. Reif drove over to
Philadelphia last weekend to visit with
their sons, both students at the University
of Pennsylvania, who just returned from
spending their spring vacation in Bermuda.
“The Good Earth” which
local roadshoio engagement
five years, faded

had the best
for the past

out of the Hanna

Thea-

tre on Saturday after two weeks’ run. Columbia’s “Lost Horizon” is booked into the
theatre starting May 2 . . . Lillian Gates
checked in as a member of the local film
colony. She is ivith Art Guild Studios.
Bernard Rubin, local representative of
the Lieberman Company of New York, supplied the Hanna Theatre with that eyefilling 30x40 ft. white banner on “The
Good Earth” that covered one entire wall
of the theatre lobby.
Clarence Vogel will open his new
Theatre at Struthers about May 1.

Ritz

Mildred Heinisch has joined the M-G-M
office force as biller.
Charles Gottlob of the Sunbeam Theatre, Ben Fain of the Milo and their families are driving down to Mexico next week
for a

two

weeks’

vacation.

Jack Steinberg is all set to build a 500seat picture house in Upper Youngstown.
“Wake Up and Live,” the Winchell-Bernie-2bth Century-Fox musical comedy,
roused all the seasoned exhibitors who saw
(Continued on page 58)
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ID) HE T IK O I ir
, William Ferguson’s aid
CARRIER
gDDIE
in the
M-G-M
home office exploitation department, was a local visitor last
week. He was here in the interest of
“The

Good

Earth,’’ and the personal appearance of Hii, the Chinese water buffalo used in the film.

Lou Decker is noio managing the Grant
Theatre, formerly the Holbrook, which
Saul Korman is now operating.
Warren Slee, M-G-M exploiteer, made a
big hit with local film critics because of
the dinner party he tendered them.
H. M. Richey, general manager
lied, has been named a member

of Alof the

hoard of directors of the citizens’ committee of the Goodwill Industries, charitable
organization.
Dave
own

Apollon,

who

was

here

with

his

stage revue last week at the Fox Theatre, has signed to make a feature for Universal, tentatively tagged

way.’’
Harry

Remington,

Geaorge

Broad-

Mitchell

and

and Paramoujit

News

had staff

here to cover the hockey “world series” which the Detroit Red Wings won
from the New York Rangers last week.
The Ziegfeld Follies got several
publicity breaks in the dailies this
with a local contest to choose five
chorines for the show. The winners
all local girls.

nice
week
new
were

The usual weekly group was noticed
about the Variety Club rooms last Thursday as the Red Wings won the world series hockey title again, including Ollie
Brooks, Bill Hurlbut, Art Caplan, Polly
Dave

Newman,

and

Sam

Seplo-

Police film censor, Sergt. Joseph
lar, was on furlough last week.
Harlan

Starr, GB

manager,

Hol-

has

set

in “Silent Barriers” for the Fox Theatre.
Harlan is proudly displaying reprints of the
article in “Life” about

the picture.

Jimmy Minter of Flint was a Filmrow
visitor last week. Jimmy reported the
American
ing.

Theatre

Science

is still prosper-

W. D. Ward, RKO salesman in Cleveland
and a former film veteran here, spent last
weekend renewing acquaintances on the
Row.
Gus

admirable stooge for Harry Cecil, the magician, who entertained the boys following

fifty members and guests having a “whale
of a good time,” as one visitor put it.
Prizes were awarded by Jack Saxe, including the trophy to the winning team.
Excellent Pictures. Following the dinner,

the dinner.

“refreshments”

Detroit — Sergt. Charlie

Snyder

made

an

Cecil is president of the International Brotherhood of Magicians.
Milt Cohen also helped out the act a great
deal — remember the egg trick!
Milt, by the way, had many of the pinknocker-downers groggy with that card
trick of his.
As the photographer took the dinner picture and then returned with the proofs,
we heard one voice chirp: “It’s worth a
buck to get that picture to prove to the

of all — yes, sir, 15 cents — and in American
money, too.
Frank Howard makes a real treasurer.
He even collected the tips from the boys for
the waitresses.

Universal

recent

Bowlers' Dinner

pearing on Ty Tyson’s broadcast every
from in front of the theatre.

men

M.

A Reel -Full of the

missus I was here.’’
Harry Clark of the Amsterdam Theatre pulled down the biggest money prize

J. E. Currie of the Pittsburgh office has
been transferred to the local National
Theatre Supply Store. He is in the sales
and service division.

Pollard,
win.

Detroit — One of the best annual parties
of the year — the Film Bowling League
dinner — was held last Saturday night at
the Fort Shelby Hotel with the more than

of the “official” family of the
have been taking turns ap-

Jack Hurford
Fox Theatre
afternoon

as “Mr.

Bowling Leape Dinner
Is Outstanding Event

Coplan was called home from California by the serious illness of his father-

in-law.
Sid Bowman. United Artists’ booker, was
(Continued on next page)
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Frank Wetsman, it appears from the results of the “entertainment” everyone provided themselves with after the dinner, is
equally as good at making money after
business hours.
One echo rang out throughout the evening— “where can I get some tickets for
the Tigers’ opening ball game?”
Maybe the Columbia bowlers

will take

Carl Shalit’s wire to heart next year and
really try to win that Jack Cohen trophy.
As Carl said, the least Columbia can do is
to win the trophy their company
dent donated at least once.

presi-

were

TAKE DECKER'S

and

by everyone.
New

Officers

Installed

New officers of the league for the coming year are: Carl Buermele, president; Lou
Metzger, first vice-president: Wade Allen,
second vice-president: Jack Susami, secretary; and Frank Howard, re-elected
treasurer.
Music was furnished by the group’s own
make-shift orchestra composed of Hal Robinson, Clive Waxman, Ray Brough and Hal
Burriss.
Irwin

Pollard, retiring president, was presented with a shaving kit by the members.

The

winners

of the sweepstakes

CAR

his newly acquired automobile in front of
the theatre last week after returning from
Detroit and had not more than entered the
house than it began driving away.
Giving chase with citizens of the town,
Joe nevertheless lost out in the race. His
car was found last Saturday in Toledo.
The aftermath was the uncovering of a
gang of youthful car thieves ranging from
14 to 21 years, including 12 boys and girls.

New Ohio Theatre
Powhatan Point, O. — H. A. Barlow, who
owns the American, a non-sound closed
theatre here, has approved the plans prepared by the Air Conditioning and Building Co. of Cleveland, for a new 450-seat
house to be built this summer. The project
is scheduled to cost approximately $30,000.

held the

night before the banquet were Frank Howard and Jake Sullivan, with A1 Ruppert
and

Eddie Loy in the runners-up positions. Third position was won by Bob
Thompson and Barney Adair, with fourth
spot going
ella.

to Ray

Cloud

Trophies

and

Julius Pav-

Donated

Trophies were donated for prizes by
Wisper and Wetsman Theatres, Lorenzen
Flower Shop, Rose Flower Shop, Cinema
Service, Film Truck Service, Amusement
Supply, Krim Theatres, National Theatre
Equipment,

and

Excellent, the league champions,

Dundee, Mich. — Joe Decker, operator of
the Dundee Theatre here, will not trust
his own eyes from now on. Joe had parked

various

games including “African golf” were enjoyed— depending upon the point of view —

Supply,
rical McArthur
Advertising.

JUVENILE THIEVES

served

Theatreceived

the Jack Cohen Trophy, while the indivual members received silver ash trays. They
are: Joe Decker, captain; George Custer,
Walter Goryl, A1 Ruppert, Max Blumenthal and Fred Sturgess. This team also
divided prize money totaling $62.75.
Other

Awards

Trophies were awarded the following individual prize winners: Lou Metzger, high
individual, 642; Carl Buermele, high indivual, single game, 247. Jack Susami, high
average,

class A, 180; Art Knapp, high average, class B, 172; Julius Pavella, high

average, class C, 166. Art Boyer, high average, class D, 158; Lou Metzger, tied with
Buermele for single game high score, received cash because of having won the high
three-game trophy.
Special awards for 100 per cent attendance went to A1 Ruppert, Frank Howard,
Ray Cloud and A1 Merson. Similar $2.00
cash awards went to Dow Thompson, Milt
Cohen,
points

Sam Seplowin and Ruppert for improving their last year’s average by 5
or more.

24, 1937.
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CLEVELAND FILMS
TOP EXPECTATIONS
Cleveland — Cleveland

first-run

picture

business held up strong last week against
heavy and varied competition.
The seven-day appearance of the Metropolitan Opera Company, at present count,
chalked up 50,000 admissions for six performances with the final score not yet in.
This is close to the world’s attendance record set by eight performances in Public
Hall, Cleveland, in 1928.
“The Good Earth,” playing its second
and final week at the Hanna at roadshow
prices, exceeded any roadshow records of
the past five years.
And then there was the weather program
of the week which varied from rain to
snow, with a few cold clear days for good
measure.
With all this competition, three of the
city’s six first-run houses including the
roadshow of “The Good Earth” reported
better than average business with “Waikiki
Wedding” taking top place by reason of a
bigger opening weekend than “Maytime.”

RKO PICTURE GETS
WOMAN'S
Detroit — A contest

PAGE

seeking

TIE

the qualities

the readers want in “The Woman I Love”
or “The Man I Love” was held by Beatrice
.Fairfax, editor of the woman’s page of the
Detroit Times, in conjunction with the
HKO film, “The Woman I Love,” which
played the Michigan Theatre. The tieup
was made by the publicity department of
United Detroit Theatres.
Beatrice Fairfax devoted her entire special page department, called the “Open
Door,” to this contest for the first two
days. Actual letters from readers were
published daily during the duration of the
run of the film.
Cash prizes offered totaled $50 for the
best letters of fifty words or less.

Cleveland

M-G-M

JMPORTANT movements in the industry
this week placed Max Margolis as
branch manager for Republic Pictures
Corp. of Ohio. Margolis succeeds Bill
Onie. Onie resigned to take over the franchise for Monogram, with whom he had
formerly been associated. Onie is also
properietor of the Tipp Theatre at Tippecanoe City. Rudy Knoepfle, formerly with
GB, has joined the Republic forces.
Maurice A. Chase, for many years prominently identified with the motion picture
industry, has incorporated “Chase Pictures’’ for the distribution of films in
southern Ohio and Kentucky. Chase has
secured franchises from Imperial Pictures,
Die.; Ace Pictures, Inc.; Crescent Pictures,
and other leading independents. Temporary headquarters have been established in
the Strand Theatre building, until permanent quarters can be taken in the local
Filmrow.
William Dodds, connected with RKO
Theatres for several years, has resigned his
position as manager for the Family Theatre, an RKO downtown house. Dodds has
been replaced by Roy Ferndon.
Manny Naegel, sales representative for
20th-Fox, and Dorothy Malloy, assistant
cashier, have succumbed to the darts of
cupid, or spring, and announced their engagement. Incidentally, Dorothy is wearing a most elegant diamond cluster ring
on the correct finger.
Cincy Filmrow went to town in the
local Community Chest drive, according to
J. J. Grady, manager of 20th-Fox.
George E.
manager, was
to hear his
Jepson. in a

Roberts, 20th-Fox district
here for a visit, coming on
favorite opera star, Helen
personal appearance. Louis

Lichenstein, 20th-Fox’s
is also here.

traveling auditor,

“Cloistered” has been booked for a special showing at the Drury Lane, Louisville.

M-G-Mers Go West
Cleveland — The

NEW

boys

entrain for California on April 29 to attend the company convention. Frank Drew,
branch manager, will head the party consisting of B. D, I Buck) Stoner, office man-

Wariier’s Sadie Brueggemann died here
of bronchial pneumonia. Miss Brueggema?i7i had been ill for several weeks, and
her passing is greatly mourned.

ager; Jack Sogg, Eddie Brauer, Gene ’Vogel,
salesmen: Philip Harrington, head booker,
and Charles C. Deardourff in charge of
exploitation. They will return here May 10.

Jim Wilson bought the Riverside Theatre building, which he has leased for several years, from the Jackson Realty Co.

DETROIT
(Continued

from preceding page)

confined to Harper Hospital this week because of a minor operation.
Bill Turnbull, local store manager, was
in Chicago this week attending the National Theatre Supply managers’ convention.
Floyd Chrysler, M-G-M’s champ salesman here, was displaying his newly-acquired watch this week and rarin’ to go
to the convention in Hollywood next week.
Sol Krim

returned Monday

sojourn in New
he said.
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York.

from a short

“Just big business,”

Lee Goldberg is leaving on the 2^th for
a visit with the Indianapolis branch of Big
Features.
Chris Pfister of the Mayflower,
planning a trip to Nice, Italy.

Troy, is

Remodel at Donora
Donora,

been

Pa. — The

Princess

Theatre

has

extensively remodeled and redecorated. New Carrara glass front and marquee have been installed, the marquee being trimmed with Neon tubing which spells
the name of the house. Morris Fruhlinger has supervised numerous improvements since becoming manager of the Princess Theatre for Rubins & Shanahan.

CURFEW LAW
EXPECTED MAY

Detroit — The

new

curfew

law

19

regulat-

ing the hours during which children will
be barred from theatres is expected to be
signed by Mayor Frank Couzens on May
19, at which time the bill will become effective.
The new ordinance was drafted by H. M.
Richey, general manager of Allied, and
Nathaniel H. Goldstick, assistant city corporation counsel. It has received the approval of Allied, police executives, and representatives of women’s organizations interested in child welfare.

ILLNESS FATAL
MAURICE
Detroit — Maurice

TO
J. CAPLAN

J. Caplan,

dent of the Metropolitan

47, presi-

Motion

Picture

Co.,
of the 'Variety
Club,
and and
for past
yearspresident
an outstanding
figure
in
Michigan athletic circles, was buried in
Woodmere Cemetery Tuesday afternoon,
following his death last Sunday night at
Henry Ford Hospital.
Ill for the last several months, it was
nevertheless thought by those in the industry that “Maury” was well on the road
to recovery, and his death shocked his
numerous friends along Filmrow. Only last
Wednesday he had attended an informal
gathering at the Book-Cadillac Hotel, but
Thursday night was returned to the hosday. pital, where he was operated on the next
Caplan founded the Metropolitan Motion Picture Co. in 1917 and engaged in
this industrial motion picture work on a
large scale, producing many business films
for various automobile companies. He was
intensely interested in all sports, and only
resigned the first of the year as a member
of the State Athletic Board of Control because of illness.
He had made the annual pilgrimage to
the Detroit Tigers’ training camp in Florida yearly for 17 years, and spent this
season there attempting to speed his recuperation. He was unusually active in
Community Fund and Jewish Welfare Federation campaigns and other charities. He
was president of the ’Variety Club
Surviving are his wife, Louise
brothers, Arthur, associated in
with him; Sam, Charles, Harry
vis, and three sisters.

last year.
C.; five
business
and Jar-

CLEVELAND
(Continued

from page 56)

it screened the other evening to round
upon round of enthusiasm and the unanimous opinion that it’s a B. O. bull’s-eye hit.
L. H. Walters, local manager for National Theatre Supply Co., was in Chicago the
forepart of the week attending a meeting
at the Stevens Hotel of central district
managers.
Mrs. Grace Carver, mother of Mrs. Florence Rooney of W . N. Skirball’s office, died
last week after a short illness.
Bob Bial of Art Guild Studios is supplying that new Marsh tile front for the
Cameo Theatre.
BOXOrnCE
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pinrir^KWRCiH
gENJ. KALMENSON, WB district manaager, following an intensive and successful campaign in connection with the
Grad Sears Drive, is vacationing. Just
where he is enjoying himself is a secret.

Trendle Firm in Denial
of Plan to Operate Fox

Carl Bechdel, formerly assistant manager of the local WB Belrnar, is now manager of the WB Liberty, Donora.

Bert M. Steam, UA’s “little corporal”
district manager, was here on business with
Clarence Eiseman, branch manager.
Ed Kelley, vet film man, who is the official Bank Night M. C. at various local theatres, recently observed his first anniverat Pete Antonoplos’
in this capacity
Rivolisary Theatre,
East Pittsburgh.
Local GN branch pulled up to third place
in the national drive last Saturday. Which
speaks very well for the product and the
ability of Jules Lapidus, branch manager,
and members of the Pittsburgh sales organization for GN: Joe Minsky, Max Shulgold and Leo Wayne.
Harry Kalmine, WB zone manager, has
returned from New York where he was
shopping for new stage shows for the local
Stanley.

Kennywood Park’s thirty-ninth season
was ushered in Sunday and the regular
picnic season opens May 18.
W. E. Finney, Loew’s division manager,
was a recent visitor.
Michael Karolcik, Perryopolis exhibitor
and Payette county commissioner, has been
busy at Pittsburgh conferences in connection with detailing arrangements in the
transferring of the Uniontown “third-degree” trials to this city.
John H. Harris, national president of the
Variety Clubs, who headed the Pittsburgh
delegation which attended the club’s national convention in Omaha, Neb., last
Saturday and Sunday was re-elected chief
barker. John J. Maloney, James G. Balmer,
Dr. M. R. Goldman and Dr. A. I. Wise were
other local delegates. Maloney was elected
second assistant chief barker; K. F. Drew
was named as dough guy; and Jim Balmer
was elected property man.
Carleton Hoagland, talent scout for 20thFox, has been looking over the field here.
Dave Brown, who recently returned to
Filmrow as booker and office maanger for
United Artists, is receiving many congratulations from visiting exhibitors who are
glad to see him back on the job.
Emmett Cashman, RKO
making one of his regular
be transferred to another
Powers of UA is on duty
change.
Prints have

auditor, who is
visits here, will
district. Auditor
at the local ex-

been received here on the

short subject, “Idol of Millions,” which reviews the career of Jack Dempsey. George
“B” Josack is distributing this special short
which has been well received in all other
territories throughout the country.
Pinal bowling contests of the season will
("Continued on next page)
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Detroit

MANOS GETS HOUSE
IN HOLLIDAYSBURG
Hollidaysburg,

Pa. — Michael

Manos,

cir-

cuit operator, again has expanded his holdings in acquiring the local Grand Theatre.
Negotiations for the transfer were concluded last week by the Manos enterprises
and Steve Chingos, theatre operator here
for a long period.
Manos will take over the property on
June 1, the house to be operated by Chingos until that time, and then the theatre
will go dark for a week or so during which
time the house will be entirely remodeled
and redecorated.
Boxoffice

last week

reported

that Jake

and Ike Silverman, Altoona exhibitors,
were preparing to erect a new theatre at
Hollidaysburg. The Silverman brothers
also will build a 700 seater at Altoona.

IMPERIAL SIGNS FOR
ADVANCE SERIES
Cleveland — Holbrook

C.

Bissell

and

Cornelius Linehan of Imperial Pictures of
northern Ohio have acquired the territorial
distribution of eight feature productions to
be made for the 1937-38 season by Advance Pictures of Hollywood. The deal
was closed in Cleveland last week between
Bissell, president of Imperial Pictures of
northern Ohio, and Mitchell Leichter, vicepresident of Advance Pictures.
The Advance series of eight pictures will
feature Ralph Graves, Conway Tearle, Elliott Nugent, Bill Edwards and Margaret
Morris. First release will be on or before
September 1.
Imperial Pictures of northern Ohio now
has 32 Imperial Pictures, and 52 Epilogues.

Munoello Opens April 24
Burgettstown,

Pa. — Mary

Ann

Theatre,

under construction for many months, is
scheduled for its grand opening April 24.
featuring 20th-Fox’s “Seventh Heaven,”
according to Anthony Mungello, owner.
Mungello operates a theatre at Slovan.

Shows Republic Duo
Pittsburgh — Republic’s

“Join

Port

INTO PORT

Allegany,

Ma-

ALLEGANY

Pa. — Blatt

Bros,

Though

Trendle,

in no

Boxoffice:

will erect a new theatre here, according to
local report.

been

rumored

is no

terms, told

such

announce-

ment ready and I know nothing of it.”
Holmes, as many others have surmised,
wrote that Trendle would operate the theatre for Spyros Skouras, head of National
Theatres. In his article he wrote the Pox
will become the home
Mayer pictures.
Await

of Metro-Goldwyn-

Court

Approval

Federal Judge Ernest O’Brien is to hand
down a decision April 24 approving
or disallowing the proposed lease of the
Pox Theatre to National Theatres. It is
understood, though not confirmed, that
his decision will approve the deal whereby
Skouras will thus operate the house. Prom
that, those in the “know,” have hinted that
Trendle has or will make a management
contract to operate the 5,500-seat house.
With the annexation of the Fox to his
United Detroit Theatres under a management contract, Trendle would be operating
every major downtown house with the exception of the Adams Theatre. In no other
large city in the country is there such a
situation.

DAYTON RIVERDALE
TO ELLANESS CHAIN
Cleveland— W.

N.

Skirball

announces

that the Ellaness Theatres, Inc. in which
he is associated with I. Libson of Cincinnati have taken a long-term lease on the
970-seat Riverdale Theatre in Dayton.
The house is closed for two weeks for
extensive alterations and will open about
May 1 renamed the Dale Theatre.
The Dale Theatre, under Ellaness operation, will play a dual policy with three
changes weekly.

WASHNANSY SUIT
AGAINST DEZEL OUT
Eugene

Sharp

this week

denied damages to Ben Washnansy of the
Columbia and Bijou Theatres in his $500
suit against A1 Bezel, distributor of roadshow pictures in the auto state. Washnansy
had sued for breach of contract.
Dave Newman presented the case for
Bezel in common pleas court.
MONARCH
Detroit

circuit

it has

uncertain

“There

Detroit — Judge

the

rines” and “A Man Betrayed” will be featured at the local Fulton Theatre, opening April 28, according to James H. Alexander, local Republic manager, who states
that the Pulton’s tentative date for the
opening of “The Hit Parade” is May 12.
Republic’s “Two Wise Maids” is now on
view at the Harris-Alvin.
BLATTS

—

for months (many of which these columns
have noted) and though Ralph Holmes,
motion picture editor of the Detroit Times
this week used it in his column, George
W. Trendle still vehemently denied that
he would assume management of the Pox
Theatre May 1.

HANDLES

— Monarch

TYLER
Pictures

SERIES
Corp.

has

closed with Astor Pictures to handle the
ritory. of Tom Tyler westerns in this terseries
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Children's Show Poses
Prohlem in Pittsburgh
Pittsburgh — Conferences between representatives of the State Federation of Women’s Clubs and Warner Bros, executives
this week will determine the future of the
special shows on Saturday morning at the
Enright Theatre where 1,000 youngsters
staged a victorious but destructive sit-down
strike last Saturday. Harry M. Kalmine,
Warner zone manager, stated that the
sponsors’
cepted.

recommendation
Remain

Mrs.

Samuel

for

would

be

ac-

Matinee

B. Cuthbert,

in charge

of

the Federation’s special 10-cent morning
show at the Enright, stated that when the
juvenile shows began three years ago, the
youngsters got into the habit of sitting
through the lunch hour to see the regular
matinee. It was reported that social agencies began to notice a falling off in attendance at recreational classes, and that
parents became disturbed at upset stomachs and other ailments resulting from irregular eating and insufficient exercise.
Balk

at Leaving

Finally adult East Liberty sentiment was
crystalized at meetings of the community
committee. The shows were all right, but
enough was enough. The Enright agreed
last week to empty the theatre before the
matinee began, and advertised this new
policy. The successful strike resulted when
George Bronson, manager, attempted to
oust the youngsters.

Exchange Unionizing
Proceeds in Pitt
Pittsburgh — Work

in

business

SPIEGLE TO WARNER
POST IN CLEVELAND
Pittsburgh^ — -Justin “Jud" Spiegle, Paramount ad sales manager for the past five
and a half years, has resigned his position
to accept a booking post with Warner Bros,
at the Cleveland office.
Spiegle.

who

has

been

connected

with

Paramount for the past ten years, is returning to his home city in accepting the
position in Cleveland.
Bob Clark, popular second booker at the
local exchange, succeeds Spiegle as ad sales
manager.
Clark's new

duties are effective April 26.

Early Summer
CoNNEAUT

Lake,

Opening

Pa. — Although

the reg-

ular summer vacation season doesn’t officially open until Memorial Day, the Park
Theatre is jumping the gun a little and
will reopen on May 1, according to Harry
Lewis, operator of the theatre and publicity
director for "Pennsylvania’s
dise.”

GO

vacation

para-

George

employed
exchange.

mainmana-

Tarentum, Pa. — The new theatre announced last week for Brackenridge, near
here, will be under construction at an early
date.
Dipson Theatrical Enterprises of Batavia,
N. Y., operating numerous theatres in the
tri-state district, is backing the new project
and the general contract will be in the

Ball, 20th-Fox

as

a

shipper

ex-

Jack

Cohen,

former

unan-

New York — William J. Healy has been
appointed to the RKO public relations staff
under Leon J. Bamberger, sales promotion
manager. Healy, who has been assigned
to the east central district covering the
Detroit, Cleveland, Cincinnati, Indianapolis,
Pittsburgh, Buffalo, Albany and Philadelphia territories, will headquarter in the
first-named city where he will work in
cooperation with Nat Levy, east central
district manager. He has been with M-G-M
and United Artists on special promotion
work, his most recent assignment being
and

20th-Fox

film man

here, has

What

success he had

to date, but Dave

man, branch
work
in two manager,
days.

Kimel-

said he did a week’s

MONOGRAM-ROYAL IS
NEW EXCHANGE NAME
Pittsburgh — New

RKO NAMES HEALY
TO CONTACT POST

of “Romeo

at the

Paramount exchange over the weekend
was visited by numerous candidates for
film fame, all being interviewed by Donald
Lurie, talent scout for the company, who
was here on a regular tour seeking new
here is not known

on the roadshow

shipper, will

sold his local dairy interests, and he expects to return to the film sales field, but
not in Pittsburgh.

faces for the screen.

Kittanning exhibitor, is now managing the Ritz Theatre, Ford City, which
the Dipson circuit recently acquired from
Karl Frederich.
In addition to the Brackenridge theatre,
it is understood that D. Serrao will be in
charge of construction of another theatre
circuit, situation

head

Miss Crystal Cupler and her brother,
Chalmer, with their mother, have returned
to duties in connection with the operation
of the Court Theatre, Washington, Pa.,
after a two-month vacation in Florida.

former

Dipson

Supply

of the fihn trade.

The Dipson organization recently acquired the Lyceum Theatre, Kittanning, from
D. Serrao, who is devoting all his time to
contracting. William Serrao, son of the

for the
nounced.

Theatre

Chasing the elusive trout last weekend
near Emporium were A. E. Andrews, Ed
Lebby, Bob Lynch, Sammy Steinberg, Leo
Guerrein jr, Penn McCartney and others

DIPSON ENTERPRISES
ARE READY TO BUILD

Kittanning

National

Bill “Red” Caldwell, formerly with MG-M and Ross Federal Service, is now

ger of the local operators’ union, addressed last Thursday’s meeting.

hands of D. Serrao, former
hibitor.

Joe Vandergrift, of the 20th-Fox ad sales
department, is having a difficult time in
keeping stocked with those fine new 14x17
star portraits.

take Jim Thorpe’s position at the booking
desk when the latter goes on the road as
West Virginia salesman.

of the exchange employes involved would speak for publication
their demands were unknown at

J. Katz,

page)

Harry Smythe, former local representative for theatre premiums, and in recent
years Chicago representative of Affiliated
Enterprises, Inc., was here this week.

None

Lawrence

preceding

be rolled next Friday evening and it is expected that the Filmrow hecklers will be
out in full force. The boys are now arranging for their annual banquet.

E. B. Morton,

connection

press time. Branch managers
tained their official silence.

from

Hianager, was in Chicago this week attending a conference with NTS executives.

toith the proposed unionization of local film shippers and inspectors continues here following a meeting of
more than 100 such film exchange
employes last Thursday.
Although it is understood that temporary officers were nominated, announcement of the same was not
forthcoming .

and

(Continued

name

of

the

Royal

exchange here is Monogram-Royal Pictures, Inc., according to D. J. Selznick,
manager.
Ben Welansky, Monogram
franchise
owner for Pittsburgh and Boston, will be
here around May 1 prior to the Monogram
sales convention.

Shirley's Pact Renewed

Hollywood — Shirley Temple, who
served her eighth birthday on Friday,

obhas

had her contract renewed by 20th CenturyFox, marking her fourth year with the
studio. She recently completed “Wee Willie Winkie,” her fourteenth picture for the
company.

Juliet.”
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STEINBERGS MOVE
SUPPLY OFFICES

Warner Reopening
Long -Dark Honse
Pittsburgh — Warner

Bros. Circuit

Man-

agement Corp. plans immediate reopening
of its closed theatres in the western Pennsylvania territory.
Dark for more than six years, Warner
will remodel and modernize the HarrisMajestic Theatre, Johnstown, a 1,300 seat
house; the Harris-Majestic Theatre, Butler,
600 seater; and the Peoples Theatre, Tarentum, 400 seat house.
Recently other theatres, properties of
Warner Bros., were reopened and houses
in operation on weekends only were rescheduled for daily operation.
At Washington, Pa., where the circuit
again is operating its two theatres, the
Harris-State and the Washington, an extensive remodeling program is under way
at the former house.
Warner Bros, recently opened its newly
constructed Squirrel Hill Theatre, Pittsburgh, this being the local circuit’s only
new property in several years. During
1936 this circuit acquired only one local
house, the Regal Theatre, Wilkinsburg,
although during the year several dark
properties were renovated and reopened
after long periods of inactivities.

Campaign
for "Prince"
York— “The

New

Prince

and

the

Pau-

per,” scheduled for simultaneous openings
in 275 situations during the week of May
8, the week of the coronation in England,
is now being heralded in advance with a
national outdoor billboard campaign in
1,400 cities throughout the United States.

BOWLING
Pittsburgh — Republic

recaptured

of the teams:

Loew’s
Columbia
RKO
Universal
20th-Fox
Superior
Monarch

W
49
48
47
47
42
31
31
23

re-

DELEGATES TO MOSS
TESTIMONIAL CHEER
Pittsburgh — The

fourteen

local theatre

and film men who traveled to Philadelphia
to attend the testimonial dinner Monday
evening in honor of
Manager Edgar Moss’
sary in the industry,
were extremely pleased

20th-Fox’s District
twentieth anniverreported that they
that they made the

trip to pay their respects to “a great little
guy” and to participate with more than 500
other friends in honoring the veteran film
sales executive. Moss was presented with
a fine new Cadillac car.
The Pittsburgh delegation in attendance
at the Moss testimonial dinner included
Harry M. Kalmine, Frank J. Harris, C. J.
Latta, A1 Weiss, Bennett Amdur, Mark
Browar, Harry Feinstein, Ben Steerman,
John McGreevey, William J. Walker, William L. Brown, Ira H. Cohn, A. W. McCormick and C. C. Kellenberg.

the

bur “Curly” Hepp copped the season’s high
individual score for one game when he
rolled a 234, receiving the weekly $1 award
for high score.

Republic

have

moved their theatre supply sales and service headquarters from Van Braam St. to
1705 Blvd. of the Allies.
The Steinbergs are occupying the first
floor of this property which was formerly
the Filmrow Lunch Room.
Extensively remodeled and enlarged, the
Cransfield Bros.’ restaurant is now occupying the basement, offering daily specialties as a “Rathskeller.”
A. & S. Steinberg have purchased the
property at 1705 Blvd. of the Allies, a
three-story brick mercantile building, from
Mrs. J. H. Frank. Numerous improvements, in addition to those already evidenced, are planned by the Steinbergs.

20TH-FOX UPS FIVE
IN PITTSBURGH AREA

Filmrow Bowling League leadership last
Friday evening when a number of upsets
were recorded. Loew’s, in second position,
and Columbia and RKO, tied for third
place, are league contenders with but two
meetings remaining on the schedule. Wil-

Standing

Pittsburgh — A. & S. Steinberg

L
29
30
31
31
36
47
47
55

Pittsburgh — Five promotions

in this dis-

trict have been announced by Ira H. Cohn,
manager of the 20th Century-Fox exchange, including the appointment of C.
C. Kellenberg to the post of branch sales
manager on May 1 succeeding A. W. McCormick. The latter has resigned to take
over operation of the Beaver Theatre,
Beaver, Pa.
The other promotions are; E. S. Thorpe,
in charge of Zone 2 as film salesman:
George Ball, booker; Benjamin Hanna, in
charge of the shipping department, and
Irving Stein, in charge of night shipping.

Michaels Renovating
Pittsburgh — New

modern

front

will be

installed at the Liberty Theatre, Carson
St., south side, according to Homer Michaels, son of Louis Michaels, owner.

New GB Release
New

York — “Talk

62

MANY

of the Devil,” British

& Dominions film, has been acquired by
GB for release in this country. The picture co-stars Ricardo Cortez and Sally
Filers.

New

“BARRIER"

York — Forty

FIRSTS

first-run

key

situa-

tions throughout the country will play
GB’s “Silent Barriers” day-and-date during the week of April 29.

Expensive Legit
to Enhance Valne
New

York — A new

idea in the legitimate

theatre versus the cinema controversy has
been submitted by Sir Cedric Hardwicke,
stage and screen actor, who would raise
the price of legitimate theatre tickets instead of reducing them, his theory being
that “if we keep the theatre something
hard to get at, stage entertainment will
have a Popular
high value.”
Priced Stage Draws
More significant to the motion picture
exhibitor, however, is a recent movement
to prolong a stage play’s run by reducing the boxoffice toll to something approaching prices asked for first-run film
showings. “Tobacco Road,” which struggled through the first few months of its
Broadway run at the usual $3.30 to $1.10
piices, is now entering its fifth year here
with prices ranging from 50 cents to $1.50.
And the end is not yet. This has prompted
the managers of two other plays to follow
suit in the hope of attracting audiences
accustomed to motion picture prices. “Dead
End,” after 77 successful weeks, has cut
tariffs in half, the balcony prices now being scaled as low as 50 cents and “Behind
Red Lights,” now in its 15th week, has
moved to a larger house and reduced balcony prices to a 50-cent level.
Films

Easily

Accessible

Sir Cedric, who has appeared in “The
Green Light,” “King Solomon’s Mines” and
other films, is still against making the theatre accessible to the picture-going public.
“Motion pictures are ubiquitous,” he said.
“They’re in a neighborhood theatre around
the corner from every man’s home. They
are cheap in price of admission. Even
more ubiquitous is radio entertainment,
which costs absolutely nothing and Heaven
knows what it will be like when television
is perfected.”

ROSENBERG VISITS
PA. LEGISLATURE
Pittsburgh — M.

of the MPTO

A. Rosenberg,

president

of W. Pa., Inc., this week

joined the exhibitor organization’s legislative committee on duty in Harrisburg. This
is the first contact Rosenberg has made
among representatives and senators in the
legislative halls and chambers during this
season of the general assembly. Fred J.
Herrington, William J. Walker and William
L. Brown, members of the MPTO committee, have missed hardly a week during the
seventeen weeks of the session to date.

Gets Remodeling lob
Pittsburgh

—

Victor

A. Rigaumont

has

been named as the architect for the remodeling of the former Braverman Theatre, Brookline Boulevard, which property
was recently purchased by Alex S. Moore
and Morris Finkel of the Buena Vista
Amusement Co., operating the Capitol and
Hilltop theatres. Rigaumont is an affiliated architect of The Modern Theatre Remodeling Institute.
BOXOFFICE
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CASH GAMES GEI SEVERE BLOW
Eckhardt Heads
Chi. Film Board

Madison,

dean

of all

Chicago film men, and branch manager
of the local 20th Century-Pox office, was
elected president of the Chicago Film Board
of Trade last
Tuesday.
Eckhardt succeeds Allen
Usher, who resigned the office following
his appointment
as district manager for Paramount in this
territory several months ago.
Until last Tuesday’s election,
there has been
no Film Board
president since
Usher’s resignation because ,
some of the local managers were out of town constantly
and this is the first time all of them could
get together.
Eckhardt has been with the Pox organization in an executive capacity for 22
years.

Wis. — Gov. Phillip F. La-

By

Follette has signed the Wisconsin labor disputes bill which appropriates

Chicago

labor relations board

created

“to promote equality of bargaining
power between employers and employes and diminish the cause of labor disputes.”are given the right, unEmployes
der the new law, of self-organizatioji
and to bargain collectively through
representatives of their own choosing.
They may enter into closed shop
agreements with employers, such
agreements to be binding on all employes in the establishment.

Left

CENTRAL

AREA SENDS

17 TO BARKERS'
Omaha — Those

who

registered

MEET
from

the

central territory at the third annual convention of the Variety Clubs of America at
the Hotel Fontenelle here April 17-18 are
as follows:
R. P. Bergen, G. H. Mayer, Jack Rose,
A. M. Siegel, Chicago; Tom Baker, C. D.
Davis, Sol Greenberg, Roy E. Harrold, Burt
Jolley, Mayor John W. Kern, Carl Niesse,
Marie J. Wolf, Indianapolis; Ted Bolnick,
La Crosse, Wis.; Buck Herzog, Benjamin
J. Miller, L. R. Pierce, Oscar J. Ruby, Milwaukee.

GENERAL REGISTER
TO EXPAND OFFICE
Chicago- — General

Register

Co. Chicago

offices, presided over by D. H. Pinke, vicepresident and district manager here, will
be remodeled and enlarged.
According to Pinke, the new quarters will
be more than double the present space, and
with the augmented force planned, will
double the branch’s capacity for both sales
and service.

Ind.— Mayor

John

W.

Kern of this city went to Omaha, Neb., to
attend the national convention of Variety
Clubs and give support to Indianapolis
Variety members, in an attempt to bring
the national convention to this city next
year. Officers of the local tent No. 10
accompanied the mayor to the convention.

CENTRAL EDITION Is One of the Seven Sectional Editions
in Which BOXOPPICE Is Published Weekly. The Other
Six Editions Are: NEW ENGLAND, MIDEAST, MIDWEST,
WESTERN, SOUTHERN, EASTERN.

the

ever - tightening

to Local

Option

In the down-state territory, however, the
matter seems now to be one of strictly
local option. In its opinion, the high court
of the state commented: “Our public policy
in opposition to lotteries is ancient and
embedded in our fundamental law. In
this scheme (Bank Night) there is present
every element of the evils attendant upon
mass gambling.” The opinion then went
on to state that the court saw no reason
to interfere with the action of local authorities or restrain them from banning
the cash games. This last statement is the
basic answer to the appeal brought before
the supreme judicial body in the state by
the Iris Amusement Corp., Balaban &
Katz and other theatre operators of Chicago following the decision rendered here
early last January by Judge Niemeyer in
superior court which stated that Bank
Night and the other plans were in violation of Section 1901 of the Chicago city
code.
Opinion

Mayor at Variety Meet
Indianapolis,

Calvin Hermer
Opinion

— Again

grip of “regulation” from legally constituted authority has closed upon the theatres in Illinois, particularly in Chicago,
and the clamp that for several months has
held Bank Night and other profitable cash
giveaway plans in leash has apparently
been made a permanent one.
The decision rendered last Friday, April
16, in Springfield, by the Illinois supreme
court, upholding the action of local authorities in banning the chance games, and
branding them as lotteries, is considered
as the final death-blow in Chicago to all
the cash plans.

$50,000 a year to finance the three-

man
Chicago — -Clyde W. Eckhardt,

Illinois High Court Decision
Leaves Games to Local

Labor Relations Board
in Wisconsin

Divided

It is also the answer to the probable future of the games downstate. Exhibitors
throughout the state seem to understand
the ruling as one which places the final decision up to the various county authorities.
If the state’ attorneys agree with the finding of the court they will stop the giveaways in those houses under their jurisdic( Continued on page 66)
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Film Buying Policy
Will Be Formulated
Washington — A policy on film buying
for 1937-38 will be formulated at the national convention of Allied States Assn,
of Motion Picture Exhibitors in Milwaukee
May 26, 27 and 28, it is indicated in the
current bulletin of the organization.
Allied directors

have

designated

the an-

nual meeting as a “buyers’ convention” and
6,000 exhibitors have been invited, says the
bulletin.
Gathering

Buying

Data

Meanwhile Allied is gathering data on
the buying experience of independent exhibitors, together with their suggestions
and observations, on which a policy could
be based. Returns to the Allied questionnaire have already been received from 14
exchange centers, including Cincinnati,
Charlotte, Cleveland, St. Louis. Washington, Boston, Kansas City, Pittsburgh, Indianapolis, Philadelphia. New Orleans, Albany, New Haven, Memphis, and many
additional returns are expected from Allied
strongholds.
“Since this undertaking is for the benefit
of all exhibitors, regardless of affiliation,
leaders of affiliated units should not
hesitate

to urge their members

to partici-

pate,” said Abram F. Myers, Allied’s chairman of the board. “The Milwaukee convention will afford the independent exhibitors their only opportunity this year to accomplish something for their protection
and

benefit.”

STAGE SHOWS LEAVE
ST. LOUIS THEATRE

Eight Executives Send
Reassurances
St. Louis — Sex

Previously the Fanchon & Marco interests
had abandoned stage shows at the Ambassador Theatre this season. They closed
their Orpheum and Shubert-Rialto theatres which had operated with motion pictures only.

back

to Hollywood — at least not too much
nor too naked sex — is the assurance
that has been sent to Fred Wehrenberg. president of the MPTO of St.
Louis. E. Mo. and So. III., by Will H.
Hays, MPPDA
president: Al Lichtman, vice-president of M-G-M; Ned
Depinet, vice-president RKO; Sidney
R. Kent, president, 20th-Fox; G. J.
Schaefer, vice-president. United Artists; R. H. Cochrane, president. Universal; Neil Agnew, vice-president.
Paramount, and W. R. Johnston,
president. Monogram.

IND. FILM GROUP
ELECTS OFFICERS
Ft. Wayne, Ind. — Mrs. Fred Lucas,
Greencastle, Ind., was named president of
the Indiana Indorsers of Photoplays at the
22nd annual meeting in the Anthony Hotel
here. She succeeds Mrs. R. Earl Peters, of
this city, who served as president five years.
It was decided to hold the 1938 convention in Indianapolis.
Other officers electe dare: Mrs. David
Ross, Indianapolis, first vice-president;
Mrs. B. J. Roberts, Ft. Wayne, second; Mrs.
E. L. Burnett, Indianapolis, third; Mrs.
Robert Flemming, Ft. Wayne, treasurer;
W.

D. Keenan, Indianapolis, corresponding secretary, and Mrs. Joseph McCord, Greencastle, recording secretary.

ANSELLS BUY TWO
SITES FOR THEATRES
St. Louis — The Ansell interests which
operate the Ritz and Empress theatres in
St. Louis and the Varsity in University
City have purchased the old Grant Bank
Bldg, as the site for a new motion picture
house, and another plot of ground on Hamilton Ave. for a fifth theatre in their fleet.
It is still reported in informed circles that
the Ansells will eventually perfect a tieup
with A. J. Balaban, Sam Meyers, Arthur
Greene and other Chicago interests who
plan to invade St. Louis as competitors
of Fanchon & Marco. It it said this deal

Dickson Sells Two
Duquoin, III. — John Dickson recently
sold his State Theatre here and Vogue in
Palestine, 111. A. Frorino has taken over
the State while the Palestine house is now
being operated by B. Temborius and J. S.
Fox.
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in Brief

J. JOHNSON,

who

operates

is getting “very hot.”
“HORIZON"

IN ST. LOUIS

St. Louis — “Lost Horizon.” Columbia,
opened a roadshow engagement at the
American Theatre on Thursday, April 22, at

a circuit

*of theatres in western South Dakota,
and who recently installed a new ULTRAPHONIC
SOUND
SYSTEM
in his State
Theatre, Rapid City, South Dakota, is this
week installing similar ULTRAPHONIC
SOUND
SYSTEM
in his Murdo Opera
House, Murdo, South Dakota. Mr. Johnson
was so well pleased with his ULTRAPHONE
installation in his State Theatre in Rapid
City that he went to the trouble and expense of phoning CINEMA
SUPPLIES.
INC., to tell them that the sound reproduction from his ULTRAPHONE
SOUND
SYSTEM
was positively the finest he had
ever heard in any theatre, anywhere.
*

*

*

Mr. Frank Workman’s new State Theatre at Lake Mills, Iowa, has set Friday,
April 23rd, for the grand opening. Mr.
Workman states that his State Theatre is
positively the finest job he has

Mrs.
St. Louis — The St. Louis Theatre, flagship of the St. Louis Amusement Co.’s
fleet of second and subsequent run houses,
which are under Fanchon & Marco management, will drop stage shows on Thursday, April 22. It apparently could not
make a go of its policy of vaudeville in
conjunction with second run pictures. So
with the exception of a few neighborhood
houses that have stage acts on a few days
of the week, this community of some 925,000 is now without flesh and blood acts
in its picture houses.

is not coming

News

ever done

to date, and is without a doubt as beautiful a theatre as can be found anywhere in
the country, for a town the size of Lake
Mills. Mr. A. R. Johnson, who also owns
the Time and Pix Theatres in Aberdeen,
South Dakota, has become associated with
Mr. Workman in this Lake Mills venture,
and will be in charge of its management.
Only the finest equipment obtainable was
selected for this new theatre, which included ULTRAPHONE SOUND
SYSTEM,
deluxe AIR-LOC full-upholstered chairs,
which, with the balance of equipment, was
purchased from CINEMA SUPPLIES, INC.
*

♦

*

Mr. Julius Overmoe has let contract for
complete remodeling of his Gem Theatre,
Hillsboro, North Dakota. These improvements will include increased seating capacity, and when remodeling work is completed, the house will be reseated with deluxe
AIR-LOC full-upholstered chairs, which
Mr. Overmoe purchased from
SEAT INDUSTRIES, INC.
*

♦

AIR-LOC

*

Mr. O. K. Quarve, who is building a new
theatre at Rushford, Minnesota, and who
recently purchased deluxe AIR-LOC fullupholstered chairs for this new theatre,
was in Minneapolis last week, at which
time

he

purchased from
PLIES, INC., new screen,

and other equipment
new theatre.

CINEMA
SUPcarpets, drapes,

to be installed in his

*

*

Mr. W. I. Pflaum’s new Doric Theatre at
Hannah, North Dakota, set Saturday,
April 17th, for its grand opening. All of
the equipment for this theatre, including
ULTRAPHONE
JEWELL
WIDE-RANGE
SOUND
SYSTEM,
was purchased from.
CINEMA SUPPLIES, INC.— Adv.

a $1.65 top.
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RESIGNATION
of Carl Harthill as sales
manager of the Judell exchanges has
brought a great opportunity to Saul Goldman . . . and Saul says he’s the guy to
make the most of it. In the years he has
been with Judell, Saul has been successively assistant booker in the Chicago exchange, head booker, then chief booker over
all four exchanges, and finally salesman
in both

the city and

country.

Since

Hart-

hill’s resignation, Ben Judell, who is engaged in production on the coast, has
notified Saul that he is to have the chance
to prove his ability as an executive, and
has made him the sales manager in charge
of all four offices. The appointment is
temporary

so far, and if it works out satisfactorily, Saul Goldman will become the
permanent sales executive in the B. N.
Judell, Inc. organization.
Abe Silverman of the Judell office has
now been made a salesman, and Walter
Konsack has added the booking to his
other duties.
J. W.

lies has opened

the Lyric Theatre

in West

Salem, 111. after remodeling, redecorating, and the installation of new
seats. The house will operate on Tuesday,
Wednesday, Friday and Saturday of each
week.
The Capitol Theatre in Litchfield, III., a
Frisina house, has installed Mirrophonic
sound, the first of its kind in the Illinois
territory below Springfield. Mike Kirkhart
is manager of the house.
Ed Solig, who for many years was chief
booker for Fox West Coast Theatres in Los
Angeles, and who came to Chicago about
two months ago, is now building a new theatre in downtown Kewanee, 111. Ed expects
the house to be finished in about 30 days,
when it will open on a policy of second
run on all major product and outstanding
independent films. It will have 380 seats.
Irving Mack is the proud possessor of a
brand new 1937 Buiek, having finally been
prevailed upon to trade the car he has
driven for too many years.
Prom Art Clark, chief film booker for
the Vonderschmitt circuit in southern Indiana, comes a note saying that Harry
Vonderschmitt is doing considerable remodeling in some of his houses. The Indiana in Bloomington will get a new balcony, a new canopy, and a complete reseating. The house in Bedford will be reseated and the Seymour house will have
complete new
air-conditioning.
houses will also get a going over.

Other

Harry Goldberg, national advertising and
exploitation chief of WB Theatres, was in
Chicago last week, en route to Milwaukee
where he is supervising a special opening
campaign at the Warner on the forthcoming “Prince and the Pauper.” Milwaukee
is considered an important opening on the
picture which is being given special national attention, partly because of its timely coronation sequence.
Farrar & Turner,
Theatre in Marion,
(Continued
BOXOFFICE

who operate the Cozy
111., have purchased a
on next page)

J. B. GIACHETTO IS
UPPED BY FRISINA
Springfield, III. — Dominick Giachetto,
secretary of the Frisina Amusement Co.,
operators of a group of theatres throughout Illinois, Missouri and Iowa, and recently in charge of the Frisina Theatre at
Litchfield, 111., has take never management
of the Roxy here.
J. B. Giachetto, managing director of the
Frisina Amusement Co., and until recently
manager of the Roxy, will devote his time
to overseeing operation of all theatres in
the Frisina group. He is making his headquarters in Springfield with offices at the
Roxy.

NATT

SCREEN WILL
OPEN IN ST. LOUIS

St. Louis, Mo. — National Screen Service
has leased quarters at 3316-18 Olive St.,
and will open a local branch there about
May 8 to serve the eastern Missouri and
southern Illinois theatres. Glenn Gregory
will be in charge.
The office will also distribute the lines
handled by the National Screen Accessories,
a subsidiary, including painted posters and
processed lobby displays, etc. National
Screen Service specializes in trailers.

ILLIOPOLIS REOPENS
AS EPIDEMIC PASSES
ILLIOPOLIS, III. — Mayor H. B. Higginson
as president of the local Board of Health
has lifted the 10-day ban which closed
churches, shows and public schools, because
of an epidemic of scarlet fever.
Churches resumed services on April 18
while the schools reopened on April 19.

Officers Criticize
Belleville, III. — The Southern Illinois
Normal University at Carbondale, 111., was
severely criticized at a meeting of the
Fifth District of the Illinois Reserve Officers Assn, held here April 17 for using Illinois taxpayers’ money to publicize and exploit a motion picture show to be given in
the university’s auditorium the night of
April 21 to raise funds for the Spanish
Loyalists.

Appro¥e Sport Tax Tilt
Jefferson City, Mo. — The senate ways
and means committee has approved a bill
by Senator L. N. Searcy of Eminence to
increase from 5 to 10 per cent the state
athletic commission’s cut in the proceeds
of professional boxing and wrestling bouts
in Missouri. Searcy originally wanted a
hike to 25 per cent, but the committee
scaled it down to 10 per cent.

RDWARD

PESKAY, general sales manager, and Edward Finney, director of
publicity and producer for Grand National,
stopped in Indianapolis last week on their
way to the West Coast and spent the day
with Had Hull, local branch manager.
Barney

Bamiard,

Paramount

manager,

spent

several days in Chicago in conference with Charles Reagan, Paramount
western division manager.

The American Theatre, Brookville, Ind.,
one of the last of the second floor type of
show houses in Indiana, will be replaced
by a new modern theatre seating 500.
Howard Morin, operator of the house, has
diately.
announced that work will begin imme-

Columbia Pictures remodeled their local
exchange office by changing the booking
desk and several other alterations. Guy
Craig

is acting manager during the absence of Martin Solomon who has gone
east on an exterided vacation for his
health.
Carl Shalit, Columbia district manager,
spent several days in the city on business.
Theatrical Managers, Inc., Indiaiia circuit operators, have acquired the Uptown
and Strand, Muncie, Ind., from Leonard
Sowar. Sowar will be the local manager
for the company.
Re-issues of UA special features will be
distributed by Big Feature Rights exchange
in this city, according to Abe Kaufman,
local manager. The local exchange will
distribute in Indiana and Kentucky.
Jack

O'Brien, Indiana RCA sales representative, is now a benedict. Jack slipped
away about a week ago arid was married
and surprised Filmrow with the announcement several days ago.
Charles
to Hot

Olson,

Springs,

Lyric

operator,

has

Ark., for a month’s

EXCLUSIVE

gone
stay.

DISTRIBUTORS

Chicago & Indianapolis
Film Territories
FOR

MOTIOGRAPH
MODEL HU DE LUXE
PROJECTOR
•
Everything For the Theatre

GUERCIO
& BARTHEL CO.
908 So. WabaNli Ave.
CHICAGO

GER - BAR. Inc.
44^ N. IlliiiolN St.
INDIANAPOLIS

BURLEY

FOLDS

St. Louis — The

IN ST. LOUIS

Garrick

Theatre,

town’s burlesque house, has dimmed
glims for an indefinite period.

this
its

:: April 24, 1937.
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SHERERS WILL BUILD
NEW LINTON THEATRE
Bloomington,

Ind. — Robert

Sherer, Law-

rence Sherer, and Mrs. Hazel Sherer, who
comprise Linton Theatres Co. of Linton,
Ind., have announced that they plan to
erect a $50,000, 1,000-seat modern theatre
in Linton.
They now operate the Grand and SherRitz theatres there, and the new one will
replace the Grand. Work will start this
spring and is expected to take the balance
of the year for completion.

Start House at Alton
Alton,

III. — E. K.

Elfgen

has

started

construction on his new 700-seat motion
picture theatre building here. He is letting the work to various subcontractors.
The building when completed will be twostory and part basement. The operation
of the new theatre will be taken over by
Joseph Desberger, veteran exhibitor.

Five Reopen
St. Louis — Among the houses that were
closed by the high water along the Ohio
and Mississippi rivers several weeks ago,
and which have been reopened recently
were: Mary Dale, Cardwell, Mo.; Lyric,
East Prairie; Mo. -Ohio, Golconda, 111.;
Roxy, Mounds, 111., and Shawnee, Shawneetown. 111.

"Great Waltz" Is Set
St. Louis,

Mo. — Berneice

Claire, colora-

tura soprano star of the stage, screen and
radio, will appear with Gladys Baxter and
Guy Robertson in the leading roles of “The
Great Waltz” which will open the 1937 St.
Louis municipal opera season. June 4.

Blow to Games
(Continued

GOLDE

Cash

Giveaway

Reached

Peak

Bank Nights in particular, and other
casn plans as well, reached their height
last laii when large “pots” were offered in
practically all theatres, and in Chicago
alone approximately $50,000 per week was
eitner distributed in prizes or added on to
cumulative awards. The total prize money
given up to that time has been roughly
estimated as close to $6,000,000 throughout
tne Cnicago film territory. The situation
was apparently a happy one, with all theatres doing business, and local authorities
satisfied that no harm was being done and
tne “mass gambling” bugaboo only a mirage in a few minds. Then last November,
Judge Lyle in municipal court made a
statement that although a woman complainant was unquestionably the winner of
an award on a “Cash Nite” plan in a south
side Chicago theatre, she had no legal
right to enforce collection because the plan
was in his opinion a lottery. This one incident started a chain of events which ended in last Friday’s supreme court ruling.
Better

Business

Bureau

Attacks

The Better Business Bureau, a few days
EQUIPMENT
Wilmington,

FOR

WILMINGTON

III. — Fred

Anderson

has

let contracts for the installation of new
sound equipment and chairs for his new
theatre here. The house is now in process
of construction and will be opened about
May 1.

B. 6t K. Earnings Go to
High Mark
Chicago — Net

earnings

of Balaban

and Katz for the year ending Dec.
21, 1936, were $1,874,307, equal after
preferred dividends were deducted, to
$6.74 a share on the common stock.
This was the highest mark in six
years.
Balaban, declaring that double features were proving profitable, also
attributed much of the credit for the
improved showing to the use of Bank
Night, according to a story in the
Chicago Herald & Examiner.
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later, issued a warning to all theatre members of both the Exhibitors Association and
Allied Theatres that a demand for police
action would be made unless Bank Night
was forthwith discontinued. Upon the theatres’ refusal, the police were brought into
action and Commissioner Allman issued
orders for wholesale arrests.
The theatres retaliated by getting a temporary injunction against the police and
the corporation counsel’s office which had
upheld Allman's action. On a later plea
to make this injunction permanent, Judge
Niemeyer declared that regardless of whether Bank Night was legally a lottery or
not, it was in his opinion definitely in
violation of the local license law embodied
in Section 1901 of the city code, and dissolved the injunction.
Rule

QUARTERS

from page 63)

tion, and if they think, as the theatres do,
tnat no consideration is present, and that
consequently Bank Night is not legally a
lottery, they will permit their continued
operation. At present writing, such opinions seem to be about evenly divided and
tne games are running in some places and
Closed up tight in others.
Anotrier lactor that is giving the outstate theatres at least temporary respite is
tnat already Attorney S. N. Halpern of
Minneapolis, who acted for Affiliated Enterprises, Bank Night distributors, in the
supreme court hearing, is preparing a petition for re-hearing. This must be done
witnin 15 days from the decision or by
May 1, and shortly thereafter the court will
ueciae wnetner a review of the case shall
be granted. In such interim, a number of
tne county prosecutors are said to be withnoiding any action whatever.

Consideration

Involved

It was on appeal from this decision that
the supreme court made its decision last
week. The part of this opinion which
stated that Bank Night was a lottery was
based on the claim that although a prospective winner did not have to buy a ticket,
some of the patrons did buy tickets and
were in the theatre and that was sufficient to be classed as a consideration for

MFC. TO NEW

Chicago — On

May

ON MAY

1 the Golde

Mfg.

1
Co.

of Chicago will move to new and larger
quarters located at 1214-22 W. Madison St.
where increased space and working facilities will give them greater possibilities for
the process of development and expansion
which is now in progress.
The Golde concern manufactures automatic and hand rewinds, rewind tables,
new improved magazines, stereopticons,
dissolvers, spotlights, and the new Golde
Rainbo Spot. Their line also includes the
approved Golde takeup, framing light and
shield, carbon waste cans, carbon savers,
and music stands.
Bedore

Joins

Golde

Announcement is also made that Roy P.
Bedore, formerly of Chicago Cinema Equipment Co., has associated himself with the
Golde organization in an executive sales
capacity. From Bedore comes the information that the Golde line will be augmented
as soon as the move is completed with a
number of additions to their line of theatre
equipment

items.

CHICAGO
(Continued

from preceding page)

lot there upon which they plan to erect a
new 650-seat house. They also have a
house in Carrier Mills.
Ed

Moore

has been named

Milwaukee

representative for Movie Stamps, distributed here by National Theatre Service.
V. J. Helling has been made manager of
both the New Avalon Theatre in Lawrenceville. 111. and the capitol in Bridgeport,
both Frisina houses.
Charlie House, Red Johnson, and Eddie
Phelps, who between them operate several
houses in Monmouth, Cantoji, arid other
Illinois towns, were all in Chicago together
last week, on a buying and booking spree.
Contracts have been let for a new theatre to be built in Morton, 111. The new
house is said to be planned for 400 seats
and to cost about $15,000.
This

writer is particularly pleased to

note that among the talent “scouted” and
acquired in Chicago by the Warner talent
scout, Jo Rubenstein, is ll-year-old Adair
Friedman, Northwestern University student. It so happens we have known Adair
since she wore shorter dresses and longer
curls, and her seven-year Warner contract
is heart-warming news. Good luck, honey,
and we’ll be seeing you ... on many
screens.
John Erickson has been named by the
Admill Corp., which recently took over the
Badger Theatre in Merrill, Wis., as manager of the house, replacing Charles Wilcox, who has moved to St. Paul.
all persons eligible to win. Besides Halpern,
the Chicago law firm of Spitz and Adcock,
legal representatives for Balaban & Katz,
argued the case. These arguments were
heard early last February and the court
has had the matter under consideration
until last week.
BOXOFFICE
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GAMES FACE NEBRASKA HURDLE
Brady Is Confident
Ascap Bill Will Pass
Lincoln — Backed

by the

attorney

gen-

eral’s office, Senator Frank Brady is confident that he’ll be able to get the antiAscap measure passed this week by the
unicameral legislature. Brady asked Attorney General Hunter for an opinion as
to its constitutionality, but Hunter said he
couldn’t give it because it is progressive
legislation of a type that hasn’t had
enough legal exploration to entitle his office to take such action.
Hunter said, however, he would represent the measure when it brushes with the
supreme court as it is sure to do if passed.
Helping in the drive to passage, Brady
has been acquiring letters from many of
the active supporters of the bill which allege coercion and outbreak of new suits as
punishment for their opposition to Ascap.
The Brady bill makes Ascap a trust violation and against the law. It is of vital
interest to showmen, dance hall proprietors and radio officials.

BEATRICE PETITIONS •
SEEK SUNDAY SHOWS
Lincoln — Petitions

are

out

again

with

the spring in Beatrice, Neb. trying to get
enough names to force the city council to
call a special election to decide on Sunday
shows again. Last vote was April 9, 1937
and it went against the 7-day proposition
by a count of 1,436 to 1,275.
In order to force the election 25 per cent
of the number voting last time, or 767,
must sign.
C. W. JOHNSON
Friend,

Neb. — C. W.

ADDS
Johnson,

who

Kansas

has

the Friend Theatre, also has taken over
the Filmore at Exeter, Neb., from W. O.
Sherwood.

City — The

Missouri

house

has gone on vacation until the senate catches up with it. Before going
fishing, however, house members
perfected H. B. 417, the chain store
tax bill, for passage, and ordered
perfected and printed a bill establishing minimum wages for women and
children. At present the bill does not
attempt to regulate working conditions in Missouri industries in connection with women and children
employed there, but creates an industrial welfare commission of five
to establish earning standards for
women and children. It gives the
commission power to ascertain wages
in various industries, and to set up,
through a conference of employers,
employes and disinterested outsiders, wage minimums. The commission then could order the wages
made effective.

BLANK IS PLANNING
NEW OMAHA THEATRE
Omaha — A. H. Blank

of Des

Moines

may

build a neighborhood first-run house in
Omaha, according to District Manager
Evert R. Cummings of Tri-States. Blank
was in Omaha last week to look over possible sites.
Tri-States, which already controls the
Omaha, Orpheum and closed Paramount
downtown, is not in nearly as advantageous position on policy matters in Omaha
as in Des Moines and feels that a neighborhood spot is needed.

"Horizon" to Omaha
Omaha

ONE

Test Cose Hearing Set for
April 24 Before Judge
Messmore

Missouri House Leaves
Plenty for Senate

—

“Lost

Horizon’’

will be

showed at the Brandeis for a week
ing April 29 with the prices tilted.
nees will be 55 cents, 83 cents and
Evenings will be 55 cents, 83 cents,
and $1.65.
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road-

openMati$1.10.
$1.10

Lincoln — Stipulations

of fact in the Ne-

braska Bank Night test case which will be
heard by Judge Messmore, in Gage county district court in Beatrice, on April 24,
were released to Boxoffice this week by
Attorney General Richard C. Hunter.
“We have allowed the Bank Night people,’’ he stated in an interview, “to list
every possible favorable feature for their
plan, so which ever way the court rules
the decision will be definite. We have not
selected an out of the way operation point
where there might be some question as to
the adherence to the ‘copyrighted’ plan.”
FWC

House

Defendants

Case is being brought against Fox West
Coasts pair of theatres. Fox and Rivoli,
in Beatrice, and the manager, Lewis B.
Sponsler. Theatres have operated with
Bank Night since January 10, 1936, during which time $1,800 has been passed out
to 25 people on the registration book —
the highest pot being $275.
Attorney General’s office has as its legal
battery, Paul Chaney, Francis V. Robinson, and Barlow Nye besides Hunter. On
the other side for the Bank Nighters is
William Wright and John Mullen, Omaha,
assisted by S. Halpern, Minneapolis. Unusual about the case is the fact that an
attorney general and his immediate predecessor in the office are opposing each
(Continued on page 74)

Central States Spreads
to 14 in Neb.
Omaha — A deal has been

closed by

Central States Theatres to take over
the Cass Theatre at Plattsmouth,
Neb., just 20 miles south of Omaha,
from N. F. Westerlund. This will
make the 14f7i Nebraska house controlled by Central States. Ralph
Blank and Don West, Central States
booker, were in town for completion
of the deal.

JESSE SHLYEN, Midwest Editor, 4704 E. 9th St., Kansas
City, Mo. Phone CHestnut 7777. MAURICE WOLFF, 801
Wesley Temple Bldg., Minneapolis, Minn. PAUL JAMES,
2711 N. 56th St., Omaha, Neb.

INDUSTRY EMERGES UNSCATHED
Many Bills Too Late for
Minn. Legislative
Action
Minneapolis — The

state legislature

was

to adjourn this week without passing any
legislation whatsoever affecting the motion picture industry. The national Allied States’ divorcement bill, which would
have compelled the Minnesota Amusement
Co. (Publix) to dispose of its 87 theatres
and prohibit any distributor-producer
ownership or control of theatres, was definitely defeated as far as the present session is concerned.
Denied

Special

Order

Death knell of the divorcement bill,
similar to the measure enacted into law
in North Dakota, was sounded when the
state senate Monday voted down a motion
to make a special order of the bill which
has been approved by committees in both
the house and senate. By refusing to remove it from general orders, the senate
decided that it should not come to a vote
on the floor. It was not to reach the
house floor, either. The legislature adjourned midnight Wednesday.
Anti-Zoning

Bill

Too

Late

Another measure vitally affecting the
industry and which had committee approval in both branches of the legislature,
the anti-zoning bill opposed by most independent exhibitors as well as the exchanges, also was doomed, not being
scheduled to come to a final vote on either
floor. This bill would have compelled
film exchanges to release pictures simultaneously to all theatres charging the same
admission and to post a schedule of rentals
applicable to all showhouses of the same
classification.
Gift

Ban

Falls

Still another committee-approved bill fell
by the wayside in the final moments. This
would prohibit all theatre gift nights. A
daylight saving measure, opposed by theatre interests, also got short shrift, as did
a proposed law requiring all employers to
give their help one day’s rest in seven at
current pay scales. This latter would have
increased theatre operating costs substantially.
Special

Session

Call

Intended

Governor Elmer Benson has announced
his intention of calling a special session.
If that is done, and if the session is not
limited to tax legislation, efforts may be
made to revive some of the film industry
bills. In the last days, an attempt to include a theatre admission tax in the tax
bill was voted down.

Mrs. Gailey Speaks
Fremont,

Neb. —

Mrs.

Elmer

Gailey,

whose husband formerly was an exhibitor
at Wayne, Neb., was a featured speaker on
the two-day program of the district convention of the Nebraska Federation of
Women’s clubs here, taking “Motion Pictures and Motion Picture Appreciation’’ as
her subject.
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TERMS DISAGREEMENT
DELAYS ROADSHOWS
Minneapolis — Inability

of M-G-M

and

Columbia and W. A. Steffes, owner of the
Alvin Theatre, to agree on terms is preventing roadshow engagements of “Good
Earth’’ and “Lost Horizon” at that house,
the only available desirable spot here.
Steffes wants the first $1,500 that comes
into the boxoffice and a 50-50 split on
everything above that amount, with advertising, etc., to be shared equally. M-G-M
and Columbia feel that these terms are
too stiff and the former has started negotiations for the Century, Publix loop
first-run house, while Columbia is dickering for the Lyceum.

Cash Night Suit
Demurrer Denied
Minneapolis — Judge

P. S. Carroll in dis-

trict court has declared that it should be
determined at once whether or not Bank
Night is a lottery in violation of state
laws. He took this stand when he overruled a demurrer interposed by the Alhambra Theatre, Harry Dickerman’s independent neighborhood house here, asking for
dismissal of the $1,350 suit brought against
it by Elling Johnson, a patron, who claims
he won the amount at a Bank Night drawing and the theatre refused to pay him.
S. P. Halpern, counsel for Dickerman, in
arguing the application for the demurrer,
took the position that because no consideration is involved in the theatre’s promise
to pay cash prizes to winning patrons it
is not under any legal obligation to do so.
He contended that otherwise Bank Night
would be a lottery which, he insisted, it
isn’t.

REPUBLIC SERIALS
TO COMMONWEALTH
Kansas

City — The

Commonwealth

cir-

cuit here has closed a deal with Republic
to play the company’s complete 1937-38
output of serials in its 23 houses. The
houses are;
Uptown, Carrollton, Mo.; Ritz, Chillicothe. Mo.; Lee, Clinton, Mo.; State, Garden City, Kan.; Sherman, Goodland, Kan.;
Plaza or Strand, Great Bend, Kan.; Perkins, Harrison ville. Mo.; Dreamland, Herington, Kan.; Royal, Hoisington, Kan.;
Palace, Kinsley, Kan.; Granada-Patee,
Lawrence, Kan.; Gillioz, Monett, Mo.;
Cozy, Osawatomie, Kan.; Plaza or Royal,
Creston, Mo.; Star, Warrensburg, Mo.; and
Ashland, Kansas City, Mo. All except the
last-named are first run houses.

national
convention
£^OCAL
contingent
to at
the Omaha,
Variety headed
club’s
by Chief Barker Bill Elson of the Twin
City Variety club, comprised S. D. Kane,
Ted Bolnick, George Granstorm and J. L.
Stern.
L. J. Ludwig, assistant general manager
of the Minnesota Amusement Co. ( Publix}, who recently suffered a nervous
breakdown attributed to overwork, is still
071

the

Arcadia,

sold by Don

Neb. — The

Meyers

DEAL
Electric

has

to Ed Panowicz.

been

list.

Mort H. Singer, partner in the PublixSinger pool of Minneapolis downtown theatres, spent two days here last week.
Merle Potter, Journal
back from Hollywood.

theatre editor, is

Jack Quinlan, veteran Minneapolis Journal columnist, is recovering from a serious
operation at Rochester, Minn.
A successful spring season of stock burlesque at the Gayety concludes May 2, following which Harry Hirsch, proprietor of
the theatre, will depart for a belated Florida vacation.
Bill Elson looked over the “Stripping the
Stars” revue at the Oprheum here and
immediately booked it for his Mainstreet,
Kansas City.
Ted Aver, city salesman, is the new
president of the Paramount Pep club.
Other officers chosen at the annual election last week were Dorothy Roy, Clarence
Sakol, Gib Esterly, and Pat Halloran.
Minnie

Hanson

can thank
a fractured
above her
and missed
fraction of

of the RKO

office staff

her lucky star that she hasn’t
skull. A huge lithograph frame
desk broke loose from the wall
hitting her on the head by the
an inch.

Out-of-town exhibitors visiting Filmrow j
included Charles Lyons, Aiken, Minn.; S.
E. Heller, Grand Rapids, Minn.; Jack Heywood. New Richmond, Wis., and Don Buckley, Redwood Falls, Minn.

Morrie Abrahams is back from La Crosse ^
where he put on a campaign for “Good
Earth.”
[
Mrs. Don O’Reilly, wife of the former
Paramount booker and present Twin City
independent neighborhood exhibitor, broke

into the public prints when she was com- •.
pelled to pursue the victim of her auto j
three blocks to learn the extent of his |
minor injuries.
Walt McKeen, former M-G-M booker,
promoted to the sales staff, is out on a
two weeks’ trip with Bill Cameron, meeting North Dakota exhibitors.
i
RKO

ARCADIA

sick

here continues in second place in

the Jules Levy sales’ contest. The local
United Artists’ branch also clings to that
(Continued

on page 71)
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n HIGH iTnnoHRD mnniTRinEDFIRST producer to use color in industrial film production.
FIRST producer to maintain theatrical level and matchedquality- recording in film advertising field.

ROUJ!
We

are proud to announce the installation of

Ultra-Violet High ■•^Fidelity Recording Channels
in our studio. Same equipment used by RKO, 20th
Century -Fox, Warner Bros, and Columbia Studios in
Hollywood. This new high standard of Perfect Sound

moKci

our production-quality ^‘tops” in the field.
BUSINESS

FILMS

’^“BUSINESS BREVITIES”
for Local and National
screen advertising

for sales training, selling
campaigns, and institutional programs.

campafgns.

L
H
Fi IS, 1 HC.

Rrv-Beu
^

A

SAINT PAUL.

27.yEAR-OLD

COMPANY

MINNESOTA
...OLDEST

IN

THE

BUSINESS

* Theatre owners not now running our service are invited to write for details.
BOXOFFICE
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RIVAL LABOR GROUPS PRESS KAYCEE
lATSE and CIO Vie in Race
to Unionize Exchange
Workers
Kansas

City — Filmrow

became

the

ob-

jective of two groups of union organizers
this week when the CIO and then the
lATSE moved on bookers, shippers, poster
clerks and inspectresses.
About thirty exchange workers attended
the CIO meeting Sunday morning at 9
o’clock at CIO headquarters, 813 Walnut
street. The meeting, presided over by Albert Brillian, CIO organizer here, accomplished little but the preliminary steps in
the formation of a union, and another
meeting was called for Saturday afternoon,
3 p. m., at the same place.
Monday night the lATSE had about 75
exchange workers at a preliminary meeting in Musician’s Hall, lATSE headquarters. The meeting, called and presided
over by Felix Snow, International district
representative with headquarters here, followed an International executive board
meeting in Chicago Saturday. Vice-President Harland Holmden passed the word on
to the boys here to proceed with organization.
Another meeting under lATSE auspices
has been scheduled for Monday night.
May 26, for the purpose of chartering the
new organization and electing officials.
Theatre

Employes

Next

The lATSE also has given the “go” signal for unionization of theatre employes.
This excludes operators, already under the
International aegis, but includes ushers,
ticket takers, cashiers, doormen, etc. Organization of theatre workers will probably follow immediately organization of
exchange employes here.
Each

of the two

charter,
sign

said

and

to be

forward

groups
ready

will have

for workers

to International

ters. The International
tion through the AFL
ments.

a special

has

general

of all phases

here

to

headquarjurisdic-

of amuse-

As soon as exchange workers are organized and recognized as the collective
bargaining agents for their type of work,
it is understood, the union will then take
up the discussion of wages, hours, etc.

George Leathers Dead
Kansas

City — George

Leathers,

Foreclose on Landmark
City — The

Missouri

Theatre,

far

as

can

Fight for Quicker
First Run Showings

be

Every film exchange head and theatre manager interviewed insists
that there has been no change in
working conditions.

Kansas

Kas. — The

appeal

of

Sam

L.

Sosna of the Sosna Theatre at Manhattan
from an adverse decision in the district
court of Riley County in connection with
a suit by Bank Night was dismissed last
week by stipulation in favor of Sosna. The
stipulation follows:

“It is hereby stipulated and agreed by
and between the above named appellant
(Sosna I and appellee (Bank Night) that
the said appellee will enter satisfaction of
the judgment heretofore rendered in its
favor against the appellant in the district
court of Riley County, Kas., and will pay
the costs of said action.
“It is further stipulated and agreed that
the appellee will pay the costs . taxed
against it in the supreme court of the state
of Kansas, and that this appeal may be
dismissed at the cost of the appellee.”

FINKELSTEIN TO GET
FAIRMOUNT HOUSE
Kansas

City — Lester

Byam

is building

community

drive

to

City,

Kas., theatres quicker first runs was instituted last week by the mayor and other
city officials, exhibitors and the newspaper, Kansas City Kansan.
The present protection setup clears pictures for the Electric and Granada, the

SOSNA WINS SUPREME
COURT APPEAL CASE
Topeka,

City — A

force distributors to grant Kansas

a

new 700-seat theatre in Fairmount which
Rube Finkelstein, who operates the Belmont, will lease and operate. The new
house, of modern fireproof construction,
will have Heywood-Wakefield seats, Motiograph projectors, RCA sound, a washed air
conditioning system supplied by water from
a well being dug on the premises.
The new theatre will be known as the
Byam. It is located at Ash avenue and
No. 24* highway, in Jack-son County.

town’s two first runs, 28 to 35 days after
the close of first runs in Kansas City, Mo.
Other Kansas City, Kas. theatres are set
back 14 days for each five-cent drop in admission. Most of them charge 15 cents,
so that they are 36 to 63 days from the
close of Kansas City, Mo., first runs. The
Pershing charges 20 cents, the Kansas 10
cents.

Neuva Renovations
Stafford,

Kas. — Warren

L. Weber,

who

recently acquired the Neuva Theatre here,
is remodeling the house completely. Improvements include new RCA sound, new
seats, decorations, lighting, carpets, screen
drapes, stage, cooling system and a new
front. Generally, everything will be new
except the two walls that were left standing after the fire of March 15. Work is
expected to be completed by June 1. Tertect.
vor C. Jones of Kansas City is the archi-

IT'S HERE — IT'S NEW
IT'S SENSATIONAL
NOW
EVERY THEATRE SMALL
CAN INCREASE WITH
SUMMER

Moberly Birthday
Moberly,

Mo. — Louis

M.

Sosna

of the

Sosna

Theatre here made the first anniversary of his operation of that house an
important community event. He gave special shows and achieved special recognition
in the local newspapers.

OR LARGE
PROFITS

“MAGIC-WEATHER
SINGLE

UNIT

COMBINATION

FAN and AIR-WASHER
ALL

IN

Low First Cost — Low
Eliminates Expensive

old

burlesque and stock house at Eleventh and
Central streets here, together with the Missouri hotel, a part of the same development, is being foreclosed by the Mercantile
Trust Co. of St. Louis on May 11.
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Minneapolis — As

learned, no great amount of progress
has been made here in efforts to
unionize film exchanges and theatres.

who

operated the Wilson Theatre at Greenfield, Kas., and who was one of the oldest
exhibitors in the territory in length of exhibition experience, died last week. Burial
was Friday, April 16. Paul Leathers, his
son, will continue operation of the Wilson
at Greenfield.

Kansas

Exchange Unionizing
Not Marked

MRS.
Kansas

TURNER

CARRIES

City — J. V. Turner,

ONE
Operating Cost —
Installation Costs

ON
operator

of

the Panama at Burlingame, Kas., died recently there. Mrs. Turner, the widow, will
continue to operate the house.
BOXOFFICE
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Boycott of Percentage
Films Holds, Is Claim
Minneapolis — Northwest

Allied

States’

leaders here still insist that, at least as
far as the vast majority of Twin City independent exhibitors are concerned, the
boycott of percentage pictures continues
and is effective — this despite conflicting
claims on the part of such distributor
heads as Moe Levy, 20th-Fox district manager.
Feeling among the independents runs
particularly high against one company that
is demanding percentages and preferred
playing time for eight of its new-season
pictures and against another that is making the stiff terms applicable to six films.
Suggest

Picketing

There

is some insistence on the independent exhibitors’ part that the M-G-M
40 per cent and preferred playing time demand for “Maytime” is excessive and will
not permit exhibitors to make any money
with the picture. However, this exhibitor
says that his fellow theatre men for the
part are friendly inclined toward M-G-M
because it has been giving them so many
non -percentage pictures on which they
have made good money.
This particular exhibitor and a group of
other Northwest Allied States associates
are agitating for picketing of offending
exchanges by theatre men.

IOWA

NOTES

pj E. STEVENS of Lawrenceville, 111. has
joined K. C. Whetsone in the management of the Frisina Amusement Theatres
in Keokuk, la. The new theatre opened
here October, 1935, is being air conditioned.
A completely modern theatre, seating
500, has been opened at Montezuma, la., by
Mr. and Mrs. John W. Davis. The house
is called the Monte.
Harry A. Holdsberg, publicity promotion man for Tri-States, is subbing for C.
P. Hundley, manager of the Capitol, while
the latter is on his vacation in the east.

MINNEAPOLIS
(Continued

from page 68)

position in its division in its national sales
contest.
Phil Dunas,
in town.

Columbia

district manager,

Filmrow sympathy goes out to Marvin
Maetzgold, Columbia head shipper, who
lost his young wife last week. The burial
took place at Mitchell, S. D., the home of
the deceased’s parents.
Earle Perkins celebrated his victory in
the Warner exchange handicap derby sales
contest by playing host at a stag.
Fred Finnegan, Universal office manager, has moved to his Lake Minnetonka
summer home. Gene Meredith of Warner
Brothers plans to take up his Lake Minnetonka residence May 15.
Joe Rendle

has

been

advanced

from

elevator operator to poster clerk at Warner Bros.
Bill Watmough, who recently resigned
from GB, is now Twin City salesman and
booker for Grand National. Harold Chisholm, who has been booker, will handle
the advertising and shipping room. Business is zooming at this office.
Bill Soper of the Universal poster department has been promoted to salesman.
He will work out of the Des Moines
branch.
All Minnesota theatre records for Saturday afternoon attendance were broken by
“Maytime” last week.
Charles F. Vonda, Mahnomen, Minn., exhibitor, stopped over briefly en route home
after a New Mexico vacation trip. Vonda
also is a county official.
Joe Fieldman is the third Universal
salesman here to win a diamond pin by
selling 90 per cent of his possibilities. The
others were Sol Frank and Archie Zacherl.

Elias Garbett sr. and E. M. Garbett, his
son, will have management of the new picture theatre being erected on IMh and
Forest, Des moines. They have filed articles of incorporation for the Forest Theatre Corp., with an authorized capital of
$35,000. The elder Garbett is president and
the son is secretary. The elder Garbett
operates the Avalon Theatre while young
Garbett operates the Varsity in University
place. Elijah Lewis, who is owner of the
new theatre, took out a permit for a $17,500
structure. This figure does not include
furnishings.

Everybody’s glad because Tom Burke,
National Screen branch manager, is back
on the job, fully recovered from the injury which had him out of commission for
several months.

KSO had a unique interview with Buck,
the big Saint Barnard star of canine roles,
and his trainer, Carl Spitz. The 190-pound
dog star of “Call of the Wild,” “The

Country Beyond,” “Melody Trail” and other
films, proved most agreeable in the broadcast, barking only as loud as his trainer
asked.

BOXOFFICE

Emmy N y b er g, 20th-Fox assistant
booker, is still convalescing from her appendicitis operation.

News

in Brief

J. JOHNSON, who operates a circuit
of theatres in western South Dakota,
and who recently installed a new ULTRAPHONIC SOUND SYSTEM in his State
Theatre, Rapid City, South Dakota, is this
week installing similar ULTRAPHONIC
SOUND SYSTEM in his Murdo Opera
House, Murdo, South Dakota. Mr. Johnson
was so well pleased with his ULTRAPHONE
installation in his State Theatre in Rapid
City that he went to the trouble and expense of phoning CINEMA SUPPLIES,
INC., to tell them that the sound reproduction from his ULTRAPHONE SOUND
SYSTEM was positively the finest he had
ever heard in any theatre, anywhere.
*

*

*

Mr. Frank Workman’s new State Theatre at Lake Mills, Iowa, has set Friday,
April 23rd, for the grand opening. Mr.
Workman states that his State Theatre is
positively the finest job he has ever done
to date, and is without a doubt as beautiful a theatre as can be found anywhere in
the country, for a town the size of Lake
Mills. Mr. A. R. Johnson, who also owns
the Time and Pix Theatres in Aberdeen,
South Dakota, has become associated with
Mr. Workman in this Lake Mills venture,
and will be in charge of its management.
Only the finest equipment obtainable was
selected for this new theatre, which included ULTRAPHONE SOUND SYSTEM,
deluxe AIR-LOC full-upholstered chairs,
which, with the balance of equipment, was
purchased from CINEMA SUPPLIES, INC.
*

*

Mr. Julius Overmoe has let contract for
complete remodeling of his Gem Theatre,
Hillsboro, North Dakota. These improvements will include increased seating capacity, and when remodeling work is completed, the house will be reseated with deluxe
AIR-LOC full-upholstered chairs, which
Mr. Overmoe purchased from AIR-LOC
SEAT INDUSTRIES, INC.
*

*

t

Mr. O. K. Quarve, who is building a new
theatre at Rushford, Minnesota, and who
recently purchased deluxe AIR-LOC fullupholstered chairs for this new theatre,
was in Minneapolis last week, at which
time he purchased from CINEMA SUPPLIES, INC., new screen, carpets, drapes,
and other equipment to be installed in his
>i« *
new theatre.

Mr. W. I. Pflaum’s new Doi’ic Theatre at
Hannah, North Dakota, set Saturday,
April 17th, for its grand opening. All of
the equipment for this theatre, including
ULTRAPHONE
JEWELL WIDE-RANGE
SOUND SYSTEM, was purchased from
CINEMA SUPPLIES, INC.— Adv.

:: April 24, 1937.
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Lack of Unanimitij Halts
Drive to Oust Giveawaus
Kansas

City — The

drive by independents

of Kansas City, Mo., to do away with
premiums culminated in an impasse when
two exhibitors. Rube Finkelstein of the
Belmont and Jay Means of the Oak Park
and the Bagdad, allegedly declined to join
the group in opposing extra inducements.
That was the word brought to independents in a meeting called by the ITO Monday by the committee named April 5 to
survey the situation. Members of the committee were C. H. Potter, Ed S. Young,
E. E. Webber and Robert “Dusty” Rhoades.
Although the committee was scheduled to
report its findings April 15. it did not do
so until April 19.
Others

Support

Move

All other independent exhibitors contacted (Reed Porter of the St. John has
been ill and was not reached) strongly
supported the ITO attempt to oust money
and merchandise giveaways, the report
said.
Finkelstein assertedly told the committee he was obligated on contracts for at
least 20 weeks and could not discontinue
giveaways until the expiration of that
time. After independents were in session
Monday, they agreed to wait 20 weeks if
Finkelstein would come in then. Finkelstein was approached but is said to have
declined to go along even under those
terms. The report said that Means indicated sympathy with the move to ban
giveaways, but he had not signified his
willingness to join the group up to Monday afternoon. This week he cut down
on use of china premiums. Monday night
he did not advertise them, and Sunday he
advertised that they would be given away
only until 3 p. m.
Still

Talk

Reform

Independents Monday discussed the possibility of cutting down on double features
and raising admission prices. Both are
definite possibilities, however, only if independents all will cooperate. Nothing is
possible unless complete cooperation is secured, they emphasized. And if independents can’t get together on premium elimination, then obviously there is little use
in attempting to improve any of the other
phases of a bad situation, proponents of
the elimination move said.
In the meantime. Fox Midwest is said
to be planning increased use of games.

Equipment
Kansas

City — Willard

Moving
Cook

of the Ideal

Theatre, Halstead, Kas., is reseating.
Other reseating jobs reported by C. H.
Badger of Stebbins Theatre Equipment Co.
are Sam Hyter’s Kansas, Kiowa, Kas., and
Fred Lambert’s Lambert at Princeton, Mo.
Lambert’s 430-seat house burned out several months ago and is being practically
rebuilt. Stebbins also has placed a washed
air cooling system in the Yale, operated
by the Sproule brothers at Fort Scott, Kas.
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Means Says He's Ready
When Others Are
Kansas

City — Jay Means

Wednes-

day said he was ready at any time
to go along with other inde-pendents
in the elimination of giveaways when
there is a 95 per cent willingness expressed by other independents to
take such action.
“I'd like to see all such practices
cleaned up,’’ commented Means. “I’ll
go along even if the agreement
doesn’t include Mr. Finkelstein.
“But I wanted them to he ready
to go on such a proposition before I
indicated my agreement. I went
through all of this once before and
had a lot of antagonism and resentment heaped on me for my efforts.
I simply wanted to avoid that in this
instance."

Sales for Monogram
City — Lester

F. (Les)

Durland,

who has been associated with RepublicMidwest and its predecessors for ten years,
has resigned as salesman for the company
to join Monogram Pictures of Kansas City,
Inc., as sales manager in charge of Monogram distribution. Monogram Pictures of
Kansas City was incorporated last week
to succeed Consolidated Film Distributors,
which W. L. Norris and W. P. Humston
formed

CLUBBINGS

OMAHA was alive with plenty of doing during

the two days of the convention with the shouting. rasp-voiced gentiy known
as barkers who
hailed from everywhere — hail and hearty. The
Omaha
tent did itself proud in the well-planned
program.
Plaudits go to Harry J. Shumow,
gentral chairman;
A. Mendenhall, Omaha’s
chief
barker; Edward
Shafton, property master, and
the rest of the staff.

Spe<'ial credit is clue Joe Ja<*obs, advertising and
publicity director, for his ncdable work in executing the printing of the colorful and decorative
program booklet. The c.rt wc»rk of the barker on
the cover l».v William Favell Greenfield with a
pieee of cTavet and imitation diamond stickpin attached caused plenty of comment.
Also the cutout of the ears and mousta<‘he. Assisting Ja<‘Obs
were John J. Gillin jr., Ted Emerson, EeKoy Miller and William Foley.

The business session Saturday afternoon was occupied with reports from all of the tents on their
charitable activity. Many worthwhile deeds were
covered. Special tribute was paid to Dallas for
its clinical work
and to Detroit for sponsoring
traveling talking picture shows for shut-ins.
Ofitslanding

speakers

were

Nebraska

Governor

('ochran, Oin^.ha Mayor Dan liutler, Indianapolis
Mayor John
N. Kern
(also a
Variety barker),
Omaha
Chief Dr.rker Ted Mendenhall, Convention
Chairman Harry Shiimow.
IntrcHluced at the banquet table was
Johnny
(tocMlnmn, professional
golfer.
Activity was not confined in one spot of the
hotel. The beautiful new clubrooms made
quite
an impression on the Visiting delegates. Besides
many
interests there, barkers patronized Slippery
Gulch on the mezzanine floor which was decorated in the atmosphere of 1849. Diversion was
found in the casino, sideshows and other chance
games.
Stage money was exchanged for ca.sh and
the pi’ocecds went to charity.
Cndcr lO-gallou hats and fanciful hats identities
were difficult to discern at times. Smoky
tin
lanterns, swinging from the rafters, glinted on
old rifles and hcav.v sidearms, on glassy eyes of
mounte<l biiffal<» hearls, the spreading wings of an

L. F. Durland Heads
Kansas

VARIETY

more than three years ago to distribute independent product.

Durland was associated with C. A.
Schultz, now executive head of Commonwealth Theatres, for 15 years.
M. G. Shackelford, office manager and
city salesman for Republic-Midwest two
and one-half years, succeeds Durland as
Missouri sales representative of Bob Withers company. Shackelford has been in the
business ten years. He was assistant
cashier for Universal when Universal had
a branch at Wichita, Kas., in 1927-28.
After four years with Universal, Shackelford joined Columbia as booker. He was
with Consolidated for a while as salesman
before joining Republic-Midwest.
Raymond McKittrick has been added to
the Republic-Midwest force and will assist
Johnny Scott, booker, in handling city
sales. McKittrick formerly was manager of
the Kansan, a Commonwealth circuit house
at Osawatomie, Kas.

eagle,

Custer’s l.^st Stand, the nude picture behind the bar, and placards announcing rewards
for various horse thieves, cattle rustlers and other
outlaws. Jestingly the names
of Elmer Rhoden
and Rill Elson were used with faked photos.
.Tim Darrish, former Ziegfeld producer now
of
Chicago, did the sideshow announcing and led the
crowd
in community
singing of many
old-time
fa vorites.
The elaborate stage slnnv following the banquet
Siimlay evening included many famed and talented
entertainers. Tlie Ryton troup whirled, tumble<l
ami spiraled to repeated encores, Ada Brown, “hot
from Harlem,” put plenty of punch in her songs,
the 'I'ed Heah
“stooges” were a riot, and Sandra,
the exotic dancer, was sensational. Some of the
acts

were

Mrs.

playing

Norma

<*iirrently

Talmadge

at

the

Je.ss^el,

Orpheum.
former

movie

star, and wife of George Jesael, was guest of honor at the wives’ dinner Sunday night while the
men
were stagging it. Mrs. Walter
M.
Green
and Mrs. Harry Shumow
were the hostesses.
V hompiet was presented to the Omaha
tent
from the Kansas City delegation. Kansas
City
also stood out with spe<‘ial yellow lapel flags
wliich were donated by Nat Hechtinan of the
H<»lly\\(MKl .Advertising Service of Kansas City. The
banner on the wall near the officials’ table at the
banquet also was donated b.v Hechtinan. In fact,
his hanners were everj where. The banners adorning (he girls representing the various cities and
the attriwtive valance on the front canopy of the
hotel were ma<le by him.
Jessel caused the Nebraskans to feel happy when
he told them that there were less taxes in the
state than anywhere.
Bill Elson of Minneapolis was comical with his
derisive reinark.s about Omaha.
He was only kidding to pass the time away
while waiting for
Chief Barker Harris to start the business meeting.
A
very impre.ssive sight was the pageantry of
letter cutouts in ice cakes at the bamiuet. Each
waiter carried a letter, colorfully illuminated, on
a tray. When
lined up all the letters spelled
Variety Clubs. The spectacle drew a round of
api)]a use.
Biggest laugh of Omaha’s
^entio^ v^a.s the 10-galIon
went awry.
Seems
Mayor

national A’ariety eonhat ceremony
which
Dan
Butler was
to

clamp a hat on the heml of a visitor for w'elcoining purposes. Came
time for the ceremony and
the visitor’s hemi was too big for even a 10-gallon
hat — he woke up with It that way.
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K A Y C IE IE
■^ISITORS
week: S.City,
M.
Wetmore to
of Filmrow
the Staxr,thisArkansas
Kas.; W. H. Hardman of the Royal, Prankfort, Kas.; O. L. Christian, Parker, Kas.;
Sam Myers, Rockville, Mo.; Lee Sproule of
Hutchinson, Garden City, and other Kansas cities; A. E. Jarboe, Cameron, Mo.; C.
E. Lancaster, Strong City and Cottonwood
Falls, Kas.; George Nescher, Rio, Valley
Falls, Kas.; C. R. Shaner, Dixie, Odessa, Mo.
Fox Midwest

staged a regular Hollywood

“sneak preview” at the Apollo Tuesday
night. Title of the picture, “Wake Up an
Live,” which went into the Fox Tower
Friday was not divulged. Showing of the
film followed the first change of the regular Apollo program, “When You’re in Love.”
Joe Redmond manages the house.
The Pershing Theatre, Fred Meyn’s house
in Kansas City, Kas., is installing a new
cooling system.
That Screenland Cafe 49ers menu which
has puzzled many of the customers is just
a gag — and as we expected W. P. “Senator” Bernfield is behind the idea. He is
promoting some advance publicity on a
forthcoming United Artists release.
B. W. Chipman, formerly of the National Screen Service office in Chicago, is
here to become affiliated as office manager of the local NSS office as soon as
the new building is ready for opening.
Henry Kohn of the Chicago office is stationed here in preparation for the grand
opening, which probably will be the early
part of next month. Charles Gregory
branch manager, is making plans for a
gala inauguration of the new quarters.
Mr. and Mrs. Stanley Schwartz of the
Mutual Theatre are spending a week in
New York City They made the trip by
auto.
With the appearance of Tom Collins,
Sunday editor of the Kansas City JournalPost, at the luncheon Monday in Variety
Clubrooms, barkers reintroduce the practice of Monday luncheons (occasionally)
with speakers. Collins has been a Variety
speaker several times before.

Kaycee Suburban
in Singles Test • DON
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Bandits Miss $L000
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906 Davidson Bldg — 17lh & Main
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SCHEDULE— CLOSING

Cresswell
Delivery

Photo

First Half Season
Second Halt Season
Monday, April 26, will

be

250 seats. Leucht’s son, William, is interested with him in the venture.

prizes.
League
pay-off, big
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WATCH

I.ost
1
2

to operate the Olive, Valley and other
houses in St. Joseph, Mo., has opened a
house at Union Star, Mo., heretofore served
only by roadshows. The theatre has about

BOXOFFICE

Says:

office

14

Indep. Posters vs.
Barkers vs. Film

“High Fidelity”

LEAGUE

897

. .

Barkers

NEXT
used

manager

manager of the RKO Radio Exchange, has
been promoted to the home office as traveling auditor. Bob Riddle, formerly of
Grand National in Omaha, has been added
to the local sales force. John Wangberg
becomes office manager.

Krpi
H'ox Theatres

has

McManus,

of the Midland, and John Robertson, office manager for United Artists, were robbed shortly after ten o’clock Tuesday night.
While the two were talking in McManus’s
office, in walked two tough boys and
pulled their guns. They wanted the theatre receipts, but these, totaling $1,000, had
left a few minutes before via armored
truck, and all the stickup lads got was $14
from McManus and $5 from Robertson.

....
C’resswell I^Uoto
I'Mliii Delivery .

transferred by Grand National to Denver
as branch manager. He was a former salesman for GN in the Kansas City territory.
J. Erwin Dodson is no longer affiliated
with the local GN exchange, effective this
week. Rube Melcher is the only salesman
remaining on the force.

the Brookside,

grams— did you really mean it?" is the appeal being made by the Brookside to the
public, or at least that part of it which
has objected to double features in the
newspapers, in conversation, and to the
Brookside management.
It is difficult to determine just what
percentage of movie patrons actually prefer singles to doubles, points out Joe Green,
general manager of Mutual theatres.
Those who dislike multiple featured programs are articulate, those who like them,
or who do not object to them naturally
say nothing.

Clarence Knipe, ad accessories manager
of the Universal exchange, is convalescing
at Wesley Hospital.

Pinnell Promoted

week

one of the Mutual theatres operated by
W. D. Pulton and Stanley Schwartz, began
a test to determine whether the public
really wants single feature movies. For
several weeks the house will alternate with
a single and a double program, using
singles every other change.
"You asked us for single feature pro-

WINNERS
getway

Alleys
Alleys

7--8
9-10

Finton Jones
RCA-RKO
night. Lots of

The World's Fastest
Growing Sound

Company

73

n
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Nebraska
(Continued

JJARRY SCHILLER, whose Grand Island
Grand has been predicted to open almost every day in April, will get it going
barely under the wire, according to “Epp”
Eppley, theatre supply man. Date now
seems set for a May 5 beginning. It’s the
most auspicious theatrical occasion in the
state — the birth of an $85,000 house.
Chuck Doty has to keep looking at his
wife’s picture to remember what she looks
like. He’s seen her once in the last eight
months and she’s now vacationing in California.
Ike Hoig’s romance, which was reported
in this column of recent date to be hitting
a snag — has snagged. And Ike is finding
that that story about the ring he gave her
at Christmas time and said it was only a
present, is being regarded as such — and
kept.
At least three of us Filmrow leeches
tried to get Bob Livingston to front on the
Variety Club tickets for the Omaha blowout. But Bob stood his ground and held
his bucks.
Joe Scott should feel very good about his
chances on “Wake Up and Live.” And
Brother Bernie is still much superior to
Brother Winchell.
Milton Overman’s still wondering when
and if on this “Lost Horizon” matter. It’ll
be roadshown here — sometime.
Two

former

Lincolnites are in Grand

National’s “23^2 Hours Leave.” One is Orville Andrews, former ork singer, and the
other, Franklin Parker.

Test Case
from page 67)

other. Wright always ruled while attorney general, that as long as no ticket was
necessary to participate in the drawing, it
was not a lottery. Hunter differs with him
on this point and says that’s only a subterfuge.
Hunter

bases this view on the unusual

stand reads:
taken
which

by Nebraska’s

lottery law,

"Whoever opens, sets on foot, carries on,
promotes, makes or draws, publicly or privately, any lottery, or scheme of chance of
any kind or description, by whatever name,
style, or title same may be denominated
or known; or by such ways or means exposes, or sets to sale any house or houses
shall be fined not to exceed $500.”
Attorney General believes the line about
“. . . any lottery, or SCHEME OF CHANCE
OF ANY KIND OR DESCRIPTION . . .
takes in the Bank Night drawing and
makes it illegal.
Stipulations cover the following points:
Date of original use, Jan. 10, 1936 and
continued to date.
Registration book presented to 50,000
people for free registration and the 10,000
who registered were given serial numbers
for all drawings. Book was kept in theatre
lobby, and all over 18 unregistered were
allowed to put down their names without
buying a ticket.
That handbills of the rules and Bank
Night account were circulated each week.
That the drawing is conducted by having a disinterested party draw from a barrel one of the serial numbers, the number
having to be claimed within two minutes

or the prize retained by the theatre and
offered with an addition the next week.
Graduation was $25 each night.
That pictures exhibited on Bank Nights
were equal in cost to the theatre in comparison to other nights.
That admission prices remained the
same.
And

that some people come to the theatre to participate in the drawing while
others come to see the picture. That business is better than it was before Bank
Nights were used to bolster the off nights.
Injunction

Race

Ahead

Hearing before Judge Messmore will
probably finish Saturday forenoon, it is
predicted. Legal counsel will argue their
points and present briefs and the judge
will probably take it under advisement and
make the ruling later. If he rules immediately, there’ll be a race to gain injunctions by both sides while the case will go
immediately to the supreme court. The
attorney general, if the court rules it a
lottery, wants to halt Bank Night in the
state immediately while awaiting the supreme court hearing. The opposition will
probably want to continue operation as
long as possible.

New
Kansas

RCA

Sales

City — Several

new

RCA

High

Fidelity sales are announced by Don “Hi
Fi” Davis during the past week as follows: “Prof” Phillips, Don and Kim of
Colby, Kas.; J. B. Williams, Utica, Kas.;
Dr. Frank Rider, Wauneta, Neb.; Warren
Weber, Stafford, Kas.; Frank Morris,
Meade, Kas.; Rube
Byam, Fairmount, Mo.

Finkelstein’s

new
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CO mi A
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gRANDEIS Manager Will Singer is taking the longest vacation visiting his
mother in Chicago he has had since coming to Omaha.
Mrs. Irving Gossick, whose husband is
partner with Augie Herman in operation
of the Muse, has returned home from a
local hospital where physicians failed to
diagnose an ailment which is bothering
her.

TRADE
wv,www

United Artists Salesman Danny McCarthy is back on the job after his auto
accident, but Elmer Huhnke of RKORadio still is laid up in an Omaha hospital
after his crash. The latter’s injuries are
not as serious as at first feared, but torn
ligaments can be painful enough.
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1117 Cherry
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817 Holmes
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C. H. Badger, Mgr.
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John Staple, Pres.
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Equipment

Ed Hartman,

Co., Inc.

Wichita, Kas.
Phone
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0134

2-2153

Motion

Film Company

Picture Advertising

E, L. Harris, Dist. Mgr., Mo., Kan., Neb., Iowa.
239 East 72nd Terrace

Phone:

Hlland

2694

AIR CONDITIONING
Peterson

Manufactur-

ing Co., manufacturers of air conditioning
equipment, is moving from 1519 McGee to
308 Southwest boulevard and will occupy
twice its present space, according to Stanley Barrett, head of the company.

E. Rolsky, Pres.

Co.

St.

Phone:
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Alexander
Southwest

Barrett Moves
City — The

Victor 8796

Stage Equipment

1804 Wyandotte
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Independent Theatre Owners Association
3501 Gladstone — BEnton 5456

St.
T. L. Greening,
Phone: Victor 9078
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C. D. Peck, Mgr.

Kansas
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A. A, Electric Machinery Co.
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Also home from the hospital is Mrs. Bill
(Orpheum manager) Miskell and daughter,
Mary Leith.
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KUYKENDALL IN LABOR WARING
Four Promotions

Memphis,

By Wilby-Kincey
Spartanburg,

S.

C. — Bob

Talbert,

city

manager of Wilby-Kincey Theatres here,
announces promotions and new posts for
four local men last week.
Andy A. Hutchinson, formerly manager
of the State, has been made city manager
for the Wilby-Kincey houses in Lenoir, N.
C., with N. W. Cantrell, former assistant
manager of the State, as manager of the
Imperial Theatre there.
Fred Reid, doorman at the State Theatre,
becomes assistant manager, while Grayson
Boats, formerly assistant manager of the
Carolina, will manage the Ritz Theatre in
Columbia, S. C.

GIFT TO PRINCE
FROM CO-WORKERS
Atlanta — Dave

Prince,

United

Artists

branch manager, was the recipient this
week of a handsome Waltham wrist watch,
presented to him by the employes of the
Atlanta office of Paramount Pictures as
an expression of their esteem.
Prince recently joined UA as branch
manager of the Atlanta office after 20
years association with Paramount.

Ga. — Members

of

the

city

council refused to sanction the petition of
the 1937 class of the Valdosta High School
for Sunday shows, the proceeds to go to
the class fund, stating they were satisfied
Valdosta did not want movies on Sundays.
“COLONEL"
Nashville,

commissioned

GRACE

Tenn. — Grace

MOORE
Moore

has been

a colonel on Gov. Gordon

Browning’s staff. She is formerly of Jellico,
Tenn.

Tenn. — About

Greensboro,

N. C. —

Managers

MIDWEST,

WESTERN,

of

Sound

the

Seiren to Convention

TO ADEL

Adel, Ga.— Miss

leav-

HELM

Burch,

of Nash-

ville, has been made manager of the Adel
Majestic Theatre, succeeding L. E. Moore,
who has been transferred to Alma.

EASTERN.

V.

W.

NELL
Ga.

'UiW,*

South

CRISP,

Texas

and

Reason

Needs

employes, Kuykendall asserted that “the
futui-e of the motion picture business is
dependent upon the laboring classes. We
should cooperate with labor and aid it in
all reasonable demands. But sound sense
and reason must be exercised on the part
of labor. It must not go too far and demand too much. I see no reason for organizing the film exchanges here and elsewhere, but I do see other branches of the
film industry that ought to be organized.”
Pointing to labor's demands, Kuykendall
said that "unless common sense and discretion prevail labor will suffer a backset from
which it will not recover for years. This is
a problem

and

in our own

industry we

must

Continuation of the fight for further
concessions from distributors in pursuance
of the MPTOA ten-point trade practice
program was pledged by Kuykendall.

face it."

Cash

Giveaways

The various forms of cash giveaways
were blasted by the MPTOA chieftain.
“They,” he said, “are getting us out of
show business and into the rackets. I
wish we could do away with all of them,
although many exhibitors say that such
giveaways have saved them from bankruptcy. I think, however, that we ought
to make our living out of this business

based on literary classics, Kuykendall declared that “we must find some way to
gain the support” of people who now are
not patronizing the better films.

Southwestern

BENEDICT,
J. WL

of

Deploring what he termed a tendency by
legitimately.”
many exhibitors to avoid playing pictures

MAJESTIC

Modell

Sense

Socks

ing Thursday, April 29, for the national
convention to be held in Los Angeles at
the Ambassador Hotel May 2-3-4-5-6, will
be Charles E. Kessnich, district manager;
Roy E. Avey, branch manager; T. E. Lucy,
office manager; W. A. Lewis, booking manager, and Salesmen Lou Ingram, L. B. Butler and C. P. McGuire.
MISS BURCH

minority

Commenting further on the drives to
unionize exchange workers and exchange

a business drive, staged in honor of Montgomery S. Hill, district manager.
The West division, headed by Kermit
High of Burlington, was the winner.
Guests included Emil Bernstecker, manager of the company’s Charlotte theatres;
Mr. and Mrs. Jack Austin, Burlington; Mr.
and Mrs. Prank H. Burns, Greensboro, and
Mr. and Mrs. Hill.
Officers of the club are Norris Hadaway,
president, and W. S. Maxwell, secretary
and treasurer, all of Greeneboro.

conventionites

small

takes stock and exercises discretion,” Ed
Kuykendall, MPTOA president, told the
MPTO of Arkansas, Mississippi and Tennessee in convention here Monday.

North Carolina Theatre Inc., known as
the Little Seven Club, held a banquet at
the King Cotton Hotel, which culminated

— M-G-M

Tenn. — “A

labor leaders has gone wild and the movement as a whole will suffer unless labor

N. C. MANAGERS MARK
DRIVE WITH BANQUET

SOUTHERN EDITION Is One of the Seven Sectional Editions in Which BOXOPPICE Is Published Weekly. The
Other Six Editions Are : NEW ENGLAND, MIDEAST, CENTRAL,

Workers' Rights
Memphis,

200 exhib-

itors and other industry members attended the tri-state MPTO semiannual convention and banquet held
at the Chisca Hotel here, Monday.
Convention speakers, in addition to
Ed Kuykendall, included M. A. Lightman, L. C. Griffith, Vernon Adams
and Harry Graham. The meeting was
presided over by R. X. Williams.

Atlanta

No Sunday Shows
Valdosta,

Urges Discretion by Union
Leaders to Safeguard

Attendance of 200 at
Meeting

LEIGH,
Editor,

Kditor,

Southeastern
1509
531

Bodenirer
N.

210

Editor,

St., San

Blvd.,

S. Harwood
162

Walton

New

Antonio,

Orleans.
Tex.

St., Dallas,

St., N.

W.,

LES

Tex.

Atlanta,

KETNER,

■pHE Strand Enterprises, Inc., of Union,
Tenn., continues its invasion of this
territory by acquiring houses in Kosciusko,
Miss., and by planning a Negro house in
Greenville, Miss., where the Saenger Theatres, Corp. operates. Recently completed
deals give this company, which is directed
by J. W. Hayne, said to be associated with
Tony Sudekum in other enterprises, the
following Mississippi towns: Lexington,
Moorehead, Greenville and Itta-Beana (a
house is to built here ) .
In addition, the
circuit operates in Union, Dyer, Ridgley,
Teptonville and Trenton, Miss.; Earle,
Marked Tree and Parkin, Ark.
The

old Dauphine Theatre is being renovated inside in preparation for its opening as a modern deluxe burlesque house.
Anton Sibilia. who opened the stage show.
“Follies Caprice,” at the St. Charles Theatre several weeks ago. will produce the burlesque and holds the lease.

Strum to Wilson Post
Wilson, N. C. — Gordon Strum, formerly
of Atlanta, but more recently of Raleigh,
has been made assistant manager of the
Wilson Theatre, and aide to H. S. Orr,
manager.

INGRAM AND HOOD
OPERATE 2 IN ALA.

OKIILA. ClinirY

Atlanta, Ga. — E. F. Ingram, on the Row
this week, announced that he, in partnership with C. I. Hood jr., had taken over
the Ashland and Lineville, Alabama theatres. C. O. Schuler, formerly connected
with these houses, is now operating the
Heflin Theatre at Heflin, Ala.

0HARLES
R. ZEARS, smiling secretary
of the film board of trade, has returned
from a short vacation spent with the home
folks at Hunter, Okla.

Howard Succeeds Hughes

Ralph Talbot of Tulsa purchased full
complement of chairs for his Orpheum
from Oklahoma Theatre Supply.

Goldsboro, N. C. — J. S. Howard, new
manager of the Carolina Theatre, here,
succeeds Rudolph Hughes, who resigned
recently, to go with Community Films.
W. J. Evans is assistant manager, succeeding Vann Nealeans, transferred to
Greensboro.

Signs Screen Ads
Colorado Springs, Colo. — The Martin
circuit has renewed its screen advertising
contract on an exclusive basis, according
to announcement by Alexander Film Co.
SEVEN-YEAR

AL

WESTS

SELL

THEATRE

AUTRY

and

general

salesmanager,

states that Gene Autry, the “Singing Cowboy,” is under contract to Republic for a
period of seven years and, despite any rumors to the contrary, will continue to make
pictures with Republic for that time.

IATLANTA

DON'T YOU
WORRY . .

WITH

Atlanta, Ga. — In a telegram to Arthur
C. Bromberg, president of Republic Pictures Corp. of the southeast, J. J. Milstein,
vice-president

Louisville, Tenn. — The Strand Enterprise Co. of Memphis bought the Louisville
Theatre from Mr. and Mrs. A1 West. C.
R. Harwood has been made manager.

CONTRACT

Mr.

and

Mrs.

Curtis Payne
in Loyal, Okla.

Peek,

gone

is opening
this week.

Oklahoma

to New

a

new

York

theatre

Miss Mary Herndon, booker for the
Southwest Theatres Co., was up and down
the
Row, making a few purchases here and
there.

Miss Jennette McVey received several
scratches when she fell off a horse the
other ynorning. She is the fair bookkeeper
of the Crescent Film Co.
Jack Dugger, district manager for Paramount, was in town checking up the local
exchange.
Pete Crown is rushing work on his new
theatre at Bartlesville, Okla. W . R. Howell
of the Howell Theatre
sulting engineer.
Charles

Hudgins,
(Continued

I CHARLOTTE

I

J. Eldon

Theatre Supply, have
City for a few weeks.

Supply

Theatre
on

Co. is con-

Poster

page

Supply,
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The new National Air Conditioning System for theatres up to 800
seats, designed and developed by THE CARRIER ENGINEERING
CORP., made up of packaged units complete when shipped from the
factory and requiring a minimum of skill and expense for installation.
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A T IIL A M T A
g J. HUNTER,
Ga., made his
week in the role
cently purchased
Ellison Dunn.

Ford dealer of Colquit,
first visit to Filmrow this
of exhibitor. Hunter rethe Colquit Theatre from

Republic Pictures has
at the front windows.

Venetian

blinds

N. C. Robinson, on the Row this week,
announced that he had opened a new theatre in Chattahoochee, Ga. He formerly
operated in the school house in Chamlee,
Ga.
Mrs. Alonzo P. Richardson, past president of the Better Films Committee and
member of the censorship board, has recently returned from a South American
cruise.
Reports received from Oscar Lam of
Lam Amusements, Rome, Ga., who is convalescing at Hot Springs, were that he was
much improved.
Henry Glover, branch manager for Republic Pictures in Tampa, was in Atlanta
this week for a visit with his uncle, A. C.
Bromberg.
Sid Reams of Theatrical Printing Co.
has just returned from Dallas, Tex., where
he opened the third Theatrical office, following which he made a short trip to the
St. Louis office.
Sam Shapin and Joseph Sesta of New
York, Warner auditors, arrived in Atlanta
this week for a visit at the local exchange.

ATLANTA ROW SOFT
BALL TEAM STARTS
Atlanta — The

Filmrow

of only 15, will be made this week, according to Jack Barrett, manager.
Film exchanges and allied businesses
sponsoring the team are: RKO Radio,
M-G-M, Universal, Arthur C. Bromberg,
Southern Film Exchange, Theatrical Printing Co., The Poster Exchange, Visugraphic,
Strickland Industrial Corp., Theatres Service, Dukehart Printing, Triangle Printing & Poster, National Screen, Layfield’s
Garage, and Amity Exchange.
Don Hassler, M-G-M ad sales manager,
is the team pitcher, Earl Humphries of
Theatrical Printing, catcher, and M. C.
Combs, Theatrical, treasurer.
H. L. Barrett, 9-year-old son of Manager
Jack Barrett, is mascot of the league and
has been measured for a regulation uniform.
MONROE
Atlanta,

WISE

ANNOUNCES

Ga. — A

recent

WHY

■Js^VISUGRAPHIC
TRAILERS of
COMING ATTRACTIONS
$1:°« EACH

Co.,

Visugraphic
P. O. Box
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TESTED

AND

APPROVED

Film Corp.
ATLANTA,

:: April 24, 1937,

geles May 2-3-4-5-6.
The Better Films Committee met Monday morning at the Chamber of Commerce
building. The committee is now sponsoring Saturday morning matinees for the
children at the local theatres.
Thomas A. Brannon of Affiliated Producers in Atlanta was a recent visitor to
Charlotte.
Ben Reeves was on the Row this week
booking for his theatres in Sparta and
Elkin, N. C.

The

theatre in Walnut

completely

redecorated

Cove

and

is being

will be

re-

named the “Palmetto.”

NOT

EXHIBIT?

2 0ZS.
V2 PINT
PINT
QUART
GALLON
GET

SOUTHEASTERN

BY

PRANG
.20
.45
.75
I.IO
3.30
YOURS

Plus Postage

No Order Filled For Less Than
Three (3) Trailers

The M-G-M manager a7id salesmen of
the Charlotte branch are making plans to
attend the Metro Convention in Los An-

QUALITY SHO-CARD
COLORS

for a month’s

Oscar Morgan, district manager of Paramount, and Cecil House, branch manager,
back from a trip to Nashville, Tenn.
(Continued on page 80)

Francis White, operator of the two theatres in Asheboro, was a Filmrow visitor
this week.

GIVE YOUR PUBLIC
THE
BEST
IN

Bernie Shapiro of the Triangle Printing

Amusement

Bill Lake, booker for RKO. showed up
Monday morning with a new Chevrolet.

announcement

of interest was the marriage of Monroe
Wise, only son of the late M. P. Wise, and
Mrs. Wise of the Strand in Windsor, Ga.

houses reported opening in Miami

Miss Jo Weber of Lam
on the Row, booking.

S. FISHER, formerly with National
Theatre Supply has accepted a position
with Columbia Pictures as advertising
manager. J. Hal Stalling succeeds him at
National.

Pearl Ausband. manager Southern Film
Exchanges, spent last weekend in Atlanta.

MARRIAGE

this week were Alfred Gottesman’s TransLux Short Reel Theatre in the Calumet
Bldg., and Peter Lauditi, a Drive-In Theater at 81 and 1th Ave.

& Poster Co. left Wednesday
stay at his Dallas office.

will

open its season the week of May 3 as the
Cracker A A League. Snappy new red
and white uniforms have been selected.
The name of the sponsor will be across
the back of the red jersey in white letters
and “Filmrow” across the front.
Intensive training and practice has been
under way for the past few weeks for
the 25 aspirants to the league. The final
selection of the team, which will consist

Harry Graham, division manager for the
New Universal, returned Wednesday from
a swing over his southern territory and
Memphis where he attended the Tri-States
MPTO meeting.
New

softball team

FROM

OUR

EXHIBITORS

PALMER
.15
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AIR CONDITIONING
DESIGN SIMPLIFIED

FAIN BUILDING NEW
LIVINGSTON THEATRE
Dallas — Work on a new theatre long
proposed in Livingston, Tex., by C. F. Fain
is under way. It will be called the Douglas
and will be managed by his daughter, Mrs.
Douglas Fain Matthews. Her father will
manage the present theatre which bears
his family name.
The new house marks the 28th year for
C. F. Fain as an exhibitor in Livingston.
Orders were placed recently with Herber
Bros, for cooling and chairs and with the
American Desk Mfg. Co. for upholstered
scats.

JOHN JENKINS, who sold the Park in
Iowa Park recently to M. F. Fuller of
Chicago, has been headquartering in Dallas
looking for a new town.
Lloyd Rust and Harry Sachs are hack
from Omaha where they were delegates at
the National Variety convention reporting
one of the times of their lives.
E. B. Coleman, in charge of M-G-M’s
exploitation and publicity in the south, has
been doing a nice piece of work lately
signing candidates for screen tests in
Hollywood
tre.

Texas Okays Alexander
Dallas — The Texas injunction against
Alexander Film Co. on a charge of doing
business in this state without a permit has
been dissolved. The Alexander Film Company’s
business in
approved by
firm is duly
state.

application for a charter to do
Texas has been accepted and
the secretary of state and the
qualified to do business in the

on a tieup with the Little Thea-

Harry Hardgrave, R. & R. city manager
at Sherman, was down for a visit with
C. V. Jones, Monday.
Oil men have been in the streets of Athens since Sunday following a well just
brought in near town. The Gorbandt Bros.,
Will and Ed, fixtures of that city, are in
splendid shape for a possible boom with
two fine theatres, one on either side of the

Dallas

by men

The

Omaha — Those who registered from the
Southern territory at the third annual convention of the Variety Clubs of America
at the Hotel Fontenelle here April 17-18
were Lloyd Rust and Harry Sachs, both of
Dallas, Texas.

move

of the Allied Theatre

Owners

office to 20091/2 Jackson will he completed
Sunday, according to J. M. Reynolds who
is in charge of the around-the-corner migration. The hooking office of Jefferson
Amusemejit which is taking Allied’s quarters above the R. & R. circuit, is tempor( Continued on page 82)

Theatre

Supply

Co.

not particularly experienced in refrigeration work, the company announced

this week.
The new plan is designed to meet the
demand of theatre owners and managers
for low

price and

an

efficient means

of

air conditioning theatres up to 800 seating capacity, the National office said.
The new systems are engineered and developed by one of the largest manufacurers
in the business and the separate units used
have been thoroughly tested in practical
usage for both installation and operation
which

has made the packaged units feasible, it was said.
An essential part of the National air

conditioning system is the “weather maker,” a compact and self contained unit
supplied with liquid Freon, said to be
harmless,

square.

Dallas Sends Two

— National

has developed a new simplification in the
design of its air conditioning systems with
the idea that these system can be installed

odorless and non-explosive refrigerant from one or more compressors.

Pay-Dae Expands
Dallas — Fred A. Standiford, of Amusement Attractions, owners of Pay-Dae, left
Dallas Wednesday for Los Angeles where
he will open a national office for that
plan.

S. A. Wyatt, who has been associated with him for some time, has been

placed in charge of the
210 S. Harwood St.

Dallas

office at

ReplaceYour OLD High Speed Blowers
with

NEW

and LARGER
BLOWERS

STEEL

Equipped with Double Ball Bearings
Special construction gives large air delivery at
long distance and maximum silence,
“FAIR TREATMENT

HERBER
210 SOUTH HARWOOD
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AND
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SERVICE
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REMODELING TWO
AT LAWTON, OKLA.

Floyd A. Tomes to
Dallas Para. Helm

Lawton, Okla. — A contract to remodel
and redecorate the Dome Theatre has just
been let to W. B. King, of the King Scenic
Co. at Dallas. A similar contract for the
Lawton was let to the King organization
about two weeks ago.
These
Theatre

houses are owned
Corp. along with

MONO. TRADEMARK
RETURNS TO FILMROW

Dallas — Floyd A. Tomes, whose experience in the film business dates back in
Texas

to 1919, or earlier, has been appointed by J. B. Dugger, Paramount district manager, to head the Dallas branch,

by the Lawton
a third house,

the Palace. The partners are Mrs. Margaret Day, Kerry Williams and Max Brock,
each of whom manages one theatre individually, with Mrs. Day at the Dome, Williams at the Lawton and Brock managing the Palace.

succeeding

Harold

E. Pickett,

who

is en-

joying a six months’ leave of absence but
who still remains in the employ of Paramount.

Dallas — “Monogram Pictures, Inc.” in
big size gold letters streams across the
front of 304 S. Harwood, formerly known
as the Amity Film Exchange. The new
insignia heralds the return of W. Ray
Johnston’s pictures to this territory.
Ed Blumenthal, head of the new exchange, and president of the former Amity
company, is enthusiastic over his Monogram franchise and has started things off
with an elaborate campaign book which
he has mailed throughout the territory.
The

Several

Shifts

Made

With the elevation of Floyd Tomes, J. B.
Dugger, district manager, has made several
other shifts in his territory personnel, as
follows:

Griffith Buys Site

“Buck” Weaver has been assigned to the
Dallas block succeeding Tomes. Charley
Dees has replaced Weaver in the Amarillo
territory. Earl Silke, assistant booker, has
succeeded Dees in the San Angelo area.

Dallas — The R. E. Griffith circuit has
added a new balcony and about 200 seats
in their Cactus Theatre at Carlsbad, N. M.
The circuit has also purchased a lot there
in case a new theatre is needed in the
future.

McClintock

Drive

Monogram lineup includes 42 pictures, from best sellers by noted authors
to programmers and 16 westerns.

Installs New Sound
Houston — The first deluxe Mirrophonic
sound equipment in the state is soon to
be installed in F. D. Wilke’s Boulevard
Theatre in Houston. Wilke made the purchase, which included new projectors,
while in Dallas this week.

With the transfer of Cecil House, San
Antonio branch manager, to Atlanta as
"LOST

HORIZON"

OPENS

IN DALLAS

manager of that office, Paramount’s Alamo
City exchange will be in charge of L. W.
McClintock who went to work there as a

Dallas — Columbia’s Prank Capra special,
“Lost Horizon,” started Friday at the Rialto
for a two-a-day run at prices from 55c to
$1.20 with all seats reserved. An advance
campaign over a two week period preceded
the opening.

clerk

12 years

ago.

Employes

of the San

Antonio branch, celebrating McClintock’s
promotion, have started a drive for business in his honor for one week, May 2 to 8.

Fry Into Brownsboro
Dallas — S. G.

Fry

of Tyler,

operating

four theatres in east Texas, started Thursday morning on a new theatre building in
Brownsboro, near Athens. He has purchased three lots with his theatre to be
40x100, seating 500.
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Dallas Varietij Golf
Setto Gets Big Turnout
Dallas — The Variety club's second annual spring golf tournament went over
with a bang, making history as the most
successful series of events within the baby
chapter of that
ganization.
A stag party
Sunday night
Adolphus Hotel
All entrants

showmen’s

fraternal

or-

and Calcutta pool was held
in the Danish room of the
and a buffet dinner served.
in the tournament which

started at nine o’clock Monday morning,
were auctioned in the pool bringing top
prices which totaled about $1,500.
After a big night ninety golfers of the
good, better and otherwise varieties lined
up at the Lakewood Country Club course
bright and early for the big show, digging
up the course in every fashion known on
the links.
Mike

Rice

Rice, attorney for various film interests, a Variety member and known as a
good golfer came through with first prize
given by the Griffith circuit. It was not
one of the Griffith houses, however, as
someone previously guessed it might be,
but it did have real value because is was

defeat next
missioner.

day

Patterson

and

Davis

Davis
Their

Tie

tied and

drew

for

score was lower

than

Rice’s, but not being Variety members
were ineligible for first prize.

they

Some 20 other winners collected radios,
fishing tackle, golf equipment, etc. All
prizes were awarded during the evening
at a banquet in the club, attended by more
than 200. The ladies prize was a beautiful
silver service which went by drawing to
Mrs.

W. E. Griffin of Vienna,
visit to the Row Tuesday.

77)
Ga.,

paid

a

J. C. Vergesslich, branch manager of
Warner Bros., has just returned from a
Florida trip.
J. C. Peters of Blakely, Ga. a7id C. S.
Dunn of Chattachoochee, Fla., were Row
in,sitors Monday.
J. U. McCormick of Amity Pictures and
Watt Parker of the Charlotte office are
making a two-week
ana, Mississippi and
Johnny

Harrell

trip through
Tennessee.

of the Martin

LouisiTheatres

Barker Bob O'Donnell from National
Chief Barker John Harris, PittsbiLrgh, felicitating Tent No. 17 in
Dallas for first place in charity work
among all Variety clubs of the nation.
The Dallas club is youngest among
Variety chapters and this loord from
Harris was received ivith much satisfaction by all members and especially

returned from a two weeks’ trip through
the Charlotte territory, spent a couple of
days in the Atlanta office and was off
again to the Carolinas.

by R. J. O’Donnell who has made
Variety work ari important part of
his calendar

A. E. Adams and Hugh Martin of Martin Theatres, Columbus, Ga., were recent
visitors to Atlanta.

Alvin Skelton Shifted
Dayton, Tex. — Alvin Skelton who has
been manager of the Worth Theatre at
Wortham for the same company, is now
manager of the Rio, succeeding Horace
Saner, who resigned.

YOU NEED A CHANGE

booking office spent
man. Ga.
Thomas

the weekend

A. Branon,

BARGAIN
1 — (io.doo

< 'ubic

in East-

Affiliated Producers,

f'omplete

FOR

Foot

with

CASH!

Buffalo
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Washer,

motor

and

controls.

pump,
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NEW
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Fort Worth.

•

Tex.

System

PROGRAMS
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AND
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DAE

and more profits

That

NOW
irou SAVE

some

beautiful printing in the form of programs ond posters which were circulated
among amusement people and placed about
the club rooms.

Come

to the office and

can't pay

salesmen

OF

by the

PROCESS

MONEY

SEND US YOUR
WE DO THE
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price.
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and
MAKE
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Used

Duke Evans, chairman of the tournament, used the old Barnum system of selling shows in staging the affair and in arranging for the big outlay of prizes. Every
event was sold out to the hilt. He got out

Are
Made

If you act now. We will stand
extra starting expenses.

R. J. O'Donnell.
Barnum

page

for city com-

Fred Petterson, manager of the Palace,
won a shotgun for second prize and Bob
Davis, of the R. E. Griffith, was third,
taking four golf clubs.

their trophies.

from

Rice’s first place in
compensation for his

in his race

Patterson,

Dallas — Highlight of the golf fray
ivas a telegram received and read by

(Continued

In First

Mike

a very fine watch.
the tournament was

Dallas Variety Club Is
First in Charity

ATLANTA

TEXAS
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TEXAS

THEATRICAL

210 South Harwood Street
DALLAS, TEXAS

COPY
REST

PRINTING

2023 JACKSON ST.
DALLAS,
In the Heart ol Film Row

CO.
TEX.

Among out of town showmen in the golf
meet were: Horace Falls, Oklahoma City;
Bill O’Donnell. Jack Chalman, Eph Charninsky, San Antonio; A1 Lever, Bob Kelly,
Houston; Pierre Levy, Charley Carden, Ft.
■Worth; Bill Erwin, Waco; Ed Brady, San
Benito, and Lew Schneider, Harlingen.
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O'DONNELL VISITS
RIO GRANDE VALLEY

76)

a trip over

the terri-

Bill Howell, general manager of the Howell Theatre Supply Co., is doing a little biz
in the eastern part of the state this week.
Grady James, salesman for the 20th-Fox,
is sporting a new DeSoto car.

Olen Nuckols, manager of the O. K.
State Film Motor Express, took a short
spin into the country Sunday, on business.
Miss Bertha Dowdy, secretary to Business Manager Chas. Clark of 20th-Fox, is
on a two weeks’ vacation. Her sisters from
Bellflower, Calif., are here visiting her during her vacation.

Mr. Buckols of Buekols
& Repairing

Co., was

Theatre

on Filmrow

endeavoring to secure new biz and to hold
onto old biz.
A. D. Adwell, formerly

with

Griffith
for K.

Charles J. Mercer, associated with K. Lee
Williams in the roadshow business, has just
returned from a four months’ trip through
Missouri, Louisiana, Arkansas and Illinois, and reports business conditions are
the best that he has ever seen through this
section with exceptions of the flood area
in Illinois.
Leonard White
ford, Okla., were

and son from Weatherin the city for the first

time since Leonard’s auto accident.
White is still in the hospital.

Mrs.

Miss Elsie Shaffer, PBX operator for
M-G-M, has gone to Rochester, N. Y.,
where she is entered in a national bowling contest and hopes to bring back the
bacon to her home town.
Harry McKenna has been in Tulsa, Okla.,
for the past week with the opening of K.
Lee

Williams

new

roadshow,

“Damaged

Lives.”

Hew air conditioning equipment was sold
this week to Joe Love, Chief Theatre,
Seminole, Okla., Fred B. Pickrel, Ponca
City, and A. M. Annott, Pawhuska.
Miss Lorraine Bassett, secretary Clark’s
Poster Service, spent the weekend visiting
relatives and friends in Elk City.

Visitors seen on the Row the past week
include: Mrs. Ray C. Berry, Herman;
Ray Rector, Anadarko; Bud Riggs, Healdton; Frank Deal, Wynnewood; Glen
Thompson, Healdton; John Jones, Shawnee; R. L. Rollier, Lamont; Bud Wolleson,
Perry; R. E. Brazil, Wetumpka; W. W.
Sydes, Talihinia; Charles Smith, Lone
Wolf; George Payne, Startford; Mrs. Dorley, Purcell; C. E. Allison, Rush Springs;
Dana C. Ryan, Pawnee; F. E. Loomis, El
Reno; Frank Miller, Marlow; C. G. Payne,
Loyal; Ed Crew, Waurika; Pat Patterson,
Walters; Pat Duffy, Mangum; Fred B.
Pickrel, Ponca City; W. T. Kerr, Davis;
Max Barger, Weatherford; Bob Montgomery, Ponca City; Mr. Lancaster, Allen; J.
L. Groves, Pawnee; Strickler and Jones,
Sand Springs; C. W. Shattuck, Protection,
Kansas.
BOXOFFICE

managers in his organization at dinner recently. He was favorably impressed on this
visit as to the Valley’s present and future
outlook of development. He made an inspection of theatres in McAllen, Mercedes,
Welasco, San Benito, Brownsville and
Harlingen.
At the dinner were Jack King, L. E.
Schneider, Ed Brady, John Fanning, G. L.
Woods and L. J. Mason.

P. Go CAMERON BUYS
THREE L. A. HOUSES

Supply

last week,

Amusement Co., is the new booker
Lee Williams Film Exchange.

Harlingen, Tex. — R. J. O’Donnell, general manager of the Interstate circuit, Dallas, entertained Rio Grande Valley theatre

Dallas — News reached Dallas that P. G.
Cameron has purchased three houses in
Los Angeles, one on Wilshire Blvd., the
Fenton, one in Hawthorne, and with a

TERRITORY

TOPICS

ALABAMA
Fairhope — Fire which started in the projection room of the Ritz Theatre, while
workmen were repairing the equipment,
caused damage which necessitated closing
the theatre indefinitely.
FLORIDA
Ft. Pierce — The Ritz Theatre
for the summer season.

has closed

Plant City — The renovated Capitol Theatre has reopened following the recent

fire.

GEORGIA
Clayton^ — The Rabun Theatre is being
renovated and a balcony added, according
to Mrs. Tomlin, manager.
Jonesboro — New

chairs, screen, draperies

and

projection machines have been installed in the Jonesboro operated by N.
Emile Savini.

deal for the third being closed as the report came.
Cameron has sold his Rita Theatre on
Columbia Ave. in Dallas to C. V. Caver.

LOUISIANA
Farmerville — Renovation of the Palace
Theatre here is underway, according to
Harold T. Young, owner and manager.

Stevens House Soon

Franklin — Lauve-Bodin Amusement Co.
announces the installation of Mirrophonic
sound in the Opera House.

Dallas — ■ C. J. Stevens who is about
ready to open a new theatre on Maple
Ave. at Hudnall, returned to Dallas Tuesday after spending a few days in south
Texas, completing plans for the suburban
venture. He bought pictures, it was said
and will soon move equipment into the
new building.

New

Iberia — A1

Segura’s

new

Gonsoubin’s

Lincoln

Theatre,

and

S. J.

de luxe col-

opened with the “Singing
with ored
Cabhouse,Calloway.
SOUTH CAROLINA
Florence — The entrance and
the Colonial Theatre
plete renovation.

Kid,’’

foyer

are undergoing

of

com-
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iiLiinnniLiE rock
J^RKANSAS now comes forward with another unique musical instrument which
may turn out to be a close competitor of

strument is called a “gourdian” and its inventor is a Russellville high school student.
The

Russellville boy said his parents always grow several gourds each year for
dippers and that he and his father got the

B. V. McDougald, owner of the Amusu
Theatre, Monticello, plans to erect a new
theatre on property he has just bought in
that city, it has been announced.

Selma,

theatre building erected at Murfreesboro by R. B. Carroll has been completed. The building is constructed of
brick and tile.

managed

14-15.

The

whuier

Texas

independence, celebrated San Jacinto day in Dallas amoyig mayiy friends.
Wilke gave the marble table sharks an idea
by deynoyistrathig that five could compete
oyi the board with one admission.

completed

The 20th Century-Fox office, under
management of Herman Beirsdorf, has
been rearranged, with the installation of
several all steel booking booths for convenience of exhibitors and with the cash-

by William

Wilby.

ier’s department moved
exchange.
Little Miss

Koscuisko, Miss. — G. W. Haynes of
Strand Enterprises, Inc. of Memphis, announces the purchase of the A-Muse-U
Theatre from the Koscuisko Amusement
Co.
Haynes recently bought the new Strand
Theatre here, also theatres in Durant,
Louisville, and Philadelphia, Miss.

of the

Plans for preliminaries for the Ozark
Smile Girl contest for Fort Synith were
made at a meeting in that city this week.
Fort Synith prelimiyiaries will be held at
the Joie Theatre Thursday. Finals of the
two-state coyitest tvill be held hi Fort
May

been

Frank Wilke, of the Boulevard at Houston, on Buffalo bayou near the scene of

Haynes Buys House

Amuse-U Theatre, Fordyce, plans to install a modern air-conditioning and cooling system in the theatre soon.

Smith

G. Tomlin is reported as still improving at his Dallas home, following a
short stay in a local hospital.

Selma citizens who subscribed some $35,000 in the middle eighties, it was formerly

Clyde Allard, manager of the Concord
Theatre, Springdale, sponsored a contest
last week. Contestants were asked to furnish a last line for a number of limericks.
manager

have

Gem Theatre, Nashville, has recently placed new carpets in the vestibule.
The entire front has been repainted and
several improvements made inside the
building.

800-SEATER
La

B. F. Busby, G. W . Jones, Republic Pictures, Little Rock, and Jack Arnold attended the tri-state convention in Memphis
last week.

FOR

Amuse-U

Follette, Tenn. — According to announcement made by W. H. Parrott, manager of the Capitol Theatre here, work
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has repainted

The Queen Feature Service, Inc

Fowler, in partnership with J. W. Mitchel, recently purchased the Princess Theatre in Mocksville.

SUPREME
LET LIVE PRICES
DEPENDABLE SERVICE o

Supply

800-seat

AMITY

Reidsville, N. C. — Joe Amos, of Kinston,
has been appointed manager of the Broadway Theatre here, succeeding Frank D.
Fowler.

QUALITY

Theatre

L. J. BROWN INTO ATMORE
Atmore, Ala. — L. J. Brown, formerly of
Meridian, Miss., has been made manager
of the Strand Theatre, a Martin house,
succeeding Cecil Hudson, resigned.

109 Walton

Thea-

MONARCH

Texas

in his old game

Little Rock visitors this week were Mr.
and Mrs. G. Sterling, Wright Theatre,
Gurdon; B. V. McDougald,
tre, Monticello.

of

at Decatur, was
with her daddy.

A. B. (Dock) Rhodes and Mrs. Rhodes
were on Filmrow Wednesday buying for
the Lone Star Theatre at Jasper. Dock
has bought out his partner and has turned
the house over to his wife while he is back

LA FOLLETTE

will begin about May 1 on a new
moving picture theatre.

Usry, daughter

its front.

Hendersonville, N. C. — The Carolina
Theatre here sold the house for one day
to the merchants of the city who staged
a Dollar Day. Presentation of a sales slip
in the amount of $1.00 or more from any
of the participating stores admitted the
shopper free into the theatre.

The

Margaret

John Feeney, owner of the Cozy and
Gem in Tulsa, was a recent Dallas visitor,
meeting old acquaintances. He was a guest
of Wallace Walthall while in the city.

Merchants Provide Show

giveyi her choice of a two weeks' vacatioyi
or $50 hi cash. Ollie Brownlee, manager
of the Malco houses in Fort Smith, is a
member of the committee.

to the rear of the

H. S. Usry of the Majestic
a recent visitor oyi Filmrow

The

will be

78)

James

by R. B. Wilby, head of the Alabama Theatres, for the complete rebuilding of the
interior of the old Academy Theatre, a
landmark since 1887.
Built by a stock company composed of

The new

Attwood,

Ala. — Plans

page

R. & R. home office, including the installation of refrigeration throughout the entire
building, is practically completed.

WILBY WILL REMODEL
ACADEMY AT SELMA

“gourdian” produces a tone that might be
described as a cross between a mandolin
and a banjo.

from

arily functioning on the third floor of the
film building and also in part of their new
and permanent home, which now is being
completely remodeled. Remodeling of the

L. J. Duncan is president of the company, which operates houses in Georgia,
Alabama, North and South Carolina.

idea last summer of making musical instuments from them. The gourds are
equipped with banjo strings and the

Marks

(Continued

Cl.\rkesville, Ga. — The Dixie Amusement Co. of West Point, Ga. has announced
that construction has begun on a modern
moving picture theatre.
The building is expected to be completed
about June 1. It will be air-conditioned
and have a seating capacity of 500.

the well known “bazooka,” which helped
to make Bob Burns famous. The new in-

Mrs.

DALLAS

DIXIE AMUSEMENT
INTO CLARKESVILLE

494 So. Second Street ~ Tel, 8-4870

MEMPHIS,

TENN.
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1

1

EVERYTHING

ALABAMA

CO.
FOR

BOXOFnCE
“THE
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MOVIES”

SELLS

EQUIPMENT,

IDYS

AND

CioBBilied
GENERAL
USE

10c

Ad«

Psr

THEATRES,

Word.

COOLING

THE

MAILS— ASK ABOUT
OUR
TO IN101/4" REFLECTORS
CREASE YOUR LIGHT. Special, $11.95.
Protection lenses for bigger pictures, from
$6.95. Large capacity Blowers, complete,
$59.50. Flextone Rubberized Screens, 291/20
per sq. ft. Hundreds of other theatre necessities at S. O. S., 636-BO Eleventh Ave.,
4-24
New York.
SALES.

NEW

in AdToace.

Peyabla

EQUIPMENT

\^Uatlna 4lou5Q

SERVICES

AND

Mimmum

SLOO

NOW
available used ARCTIC NU-AIR
Blow'ers and Air Washers at low prices.
Give auditorium size and seating capacity.
Write U. S. Air Conditioning Corporation,
Northwestern Terminal, Minneapolis,
Minn.
5-8

SEE HOW
EASY IT IS TO BETTER
YOUR SOUND. NEW RCA METAL TUBE
Amplifiers, with latest Audio-Matic Volume
Control, from $39.50. Your old equipment
in trade. S. O. S., 636-BO Eleventh Ave.,
New York.
4-24

IS THE CLASSIC OF PROJECTION. RICHARDSON’S FIFTH EDITION
VOLUME
3 with famous “Questions and
Answers” index. Over 300 pages, fully illustrated. Special at $1.95. S. O. S., 636-BO
Eleventh Ave., New York.
4-24
THEATRES
PAYING

EQUIPMENT
sound

equipment.

In use only two years, $350. Edina Theatre, 50th & Prance, Minneapolis, Minn.4-24

WANTED — 900 used upholstered 18 inch
chairs. Must be in good shape. Write
make and price. Liberty Theatre, Vandalia, 111.
4-24
TOP

MONEY

FOR

SIMPLEX,

POWERS

PROJECTORS,
ARC LAMPS, RECTIFIERS, Generators, Lenses. Stocks liquidated. strictly confidential, quick action.
B-818, Boxoffice, 4704 E. 9th St., Kansas
City, Mo.
4-24
WANTED— To rent or buy portable talk4-24
ing machine. Leon Kidwell, Allen Okla.

KOZONO, the machine that eliminates
all odors electrically. Used by theatres in
27 states. Small cost. No upkeep. Write
for catalogue. Representatives wanted.
The Kozono

Co., Charlotte, N. C.

EQUIPMENT

800 REBUILT
theatre chairs — spring
cushion seats — full upholstered backs.
Cinema Seating Co., 8920 S. Ada, Chicago,
111.
5-1

PREMIUMS

and

THERE

IS

NO

TREAT

FOR SALE CHEAP— 300 theatre chairs
in good condition. Cushion seats with veneer backs. A real bargain. Mellaphone
sound equipment. Make offer. Valencia
Theatre, Macon, Mo.
4-24
ONE SIMPLEX MACHINE
with upper
and lower magazine, $125. Rex Theatre,
Berlin, Wise.
4-24
:: April

24, 1937.

LIKE

GOOD

SEATS. WE
HAVE
’EM. MANY
FAMOUS MAKES, Opera Chairs, reconstructed, refinished, 75c up. Free Bulletin 15L
describes stock. S. O. S., 636-BO Eleventh
Ave., New York.
4-24
THEATRICAL

EVERYBODY
USES
USED
EQUIPMENT. TOP VALUES IN USED AMPLIFIERS; Operadio, Webster, Radiart, Mellaphone, RCA, $19.50 up. Sound Heads for
Simplex, Powers, good values, $15.00 up.
S. O. S., 636-BO Eleventh Ave., New York.
4-24

BOXOrnCE

CHAmS

Parts-—

Lamphouses — Chairs — Sound Equipment
and Parts— Generators- — Rectifiers — Ticket Machines and Choppers — Screens —
Lenses— Parts for All Machines. ASK US.
We have ?/hat you need. Midwest Theatre Supply Co., 1223 So. Wabash Ave.,
Chicago.
tf (b3-13)

PRINTING

St., Kansas

DRYING

HArrison

5-8
for sale Iowa

city

City, Mo.

5-1

population. Business increased 50% — 12
months. Can show profit $100-150 weekly.
Admission: 35c, 25c, 10c. Price — building
with marquee, beautifully furnished, 440
seats, $16,000. $8,000 required. Also only
theatre, town 1,200 population. Five other
towns to draw from making total drawing
population 6,000. Western, N. Y. seating
capacity, 380. Making a profit as per books
for past ten weeks better than $75.00 and
growing. Price— lease and equipment, $3,500 cash. McIntyre — Theatre Broker, 312
Lisbon, Buffalo, N. Y.
THEATRES
TO

LEASE

4-24

WANTED
paying

theatre, town
Cash4-24

WILL BUY theatre in Missouri, Iowa,
Nebraska or Minnesota town around 1,500
population. Write B-816, Boxoffice, 4704
E. 9th St., Kansas City, Mo.
5-1
EXPERIENCED
SHOWMAN
Will pay
$3,000 down on purchase of theatre or will
lease and modernize. All offers considered.
B-820 Boxoffice, 4704 E. 9th St., Kansas
City, Mo.

5-1

WANTED — Theatre for cash, California
territory. C. H. Gage, 318 Second Ave.,
Upland,

Cal.

5-8

THEATRE
WANTED— 600-900 seats, in
Indiana or Wisconsin, population 5,000-15,000. Address, W. M., 5232 Warner Ave.,
111.

PIPE ORGAN

4-24

WANTED

WANTED— Small pipe organ desirable
4-24
for a small country church. B-819, Boxoffice, 4704 E. 9th St., Kansas City, Mo.

MACHINES

REDUCE YOUR TOWEL EXPENSE— We
offer singly or in lots 22 electric Sani-Dri
hand drying machines at less than half
original cost. First class condition. Will
demonstrate. 1550 Dierks Bldg., Kansas
City, Mo.

ap-

DELUXE THEATRE — Only one town 1,700. Western, N. Y. with 5,000 drawing

Chicago,

6x9 HERALDS — 5 thousand — $4.25. 3x8
Heralds — 5 thousand $3.00. 1/3 deposit.
P. O. B. Atlanta. Free cut service. Quaker
Printery, 643 Washington St., Atlanta, Ga.
5-24-38

HAND

Theatre

over $5,000. No junk. Write Record,
ton, Wise.

FACTORY AGENTS. Now successfully serving over 200 theatres with
china, glassware and cutlery deals. Lester
S. Tobias, Inc., 19 West 44th Street, New
York.
tf (10-17)

THEATRE
PROJECTORS

Illinois town,

of 30,000. Best lease in state. Give-a-way
price for quick sale. For full information write B-817, Boxoffice, 4704 E. 9th

tf (b3-13)

DIRECT

SIMPLEX

SALE

proximately 500 seats, 12,000 draw. B-811,
4704 E. 9th St., Kansas City,

DOWNTOWN

WANT
TIffiATRE

USED

FOR

THEATRE,

Boxoffice,

WANTED

DEODORIZERS

Ultraphone

HERE

Mo.

Screens, Air Conditioners, Accessories, Supplies, etc. Send today for Bargain Catalog.
Consolidated Theatre Supply Corp., 1600-C
Broadway, New York.
tf (b4-3)

MODERN

Request*
BOOKS

Write for prices. Southern Air Conditioning Corp., 101 Walton, Atlanta, Ga. b2-27

EQUIPMENT

SPECIAL DIVIDEND VALUES TO THEATRE OWNERS. Our big annual Clearance Event is on now! Savings 20 to 50%
on Projectors, Sound Equipment, Chairs,

SOUND

on

Rates

VENTILATING

BARGAINS — Reconditioning Arctic NuAIR blowers, noiseless drives, air washers.

EQUIPMENT

Display

8450.

4-24

POSITIONS

WANTED

PROJECTIONIST — Age 28. Will go anywhere. References. 8 years’ experience.
State wages. Elwood McDaniel, Williamsport,
Ind.
5-1

'Address copy to BOXOFFICE,
4704 E. Xinth St., Kansas City,
Forms close Monday noon preceding publication date.

Mo.

“Light and amusing . . .
out". . .
“Kibbee swell as new type
real entertainment". . .

— Hollywood Reporter

“Guy Kibbee creates a unique, lovable
—m. p. Daily
character". . .
“Entire production has an air of general excellence which marks the
. .
— Boxoffice
picture as cinch boxoffice".

MAY

1,

YOU WOUWN’T
FOOL US Q
MR. STROMBlRG!
(About your new M-G-M

picture “NIGHT

MUST

FALL”)

FLASH!
FROM
You didn’t fool us
about "ROSE MARIE"
Jan. 1,1936
“Sneak previewed ROSE
MARIE at Pomona last night.
Sensational reception. You can
proceed with one hundred per
cent promises to theatres for
big success.”

^4Sneak

HUNT

previewed

with audience

It will make

box-office history.”

IN HOLLYWOOD

MUST

FALL

last night

reaction surpassing our highest hopes

flying trapeze

stop

They

was like man

on the

were doing mental

and

emotional

acrobatics all through the picture with

gasps and

screams

vying with

eleven thousand

stop Seldom

roars of laughter

feet and the result be-

comes all the more remarkable

You were too modest

‘First sneak preview GREAT
ZIEGFELD held at Oakland.

NIGHT

and predictions stop Audience

throughout

about"GREAT ZIEGFELD"
March 9, 1936

STROMBERG

in view of this footage

can dramatic stories hold up in such

length but when

the audience sits spellbound through

the entire screening nature must

take its course

stop

Montgomery’s new characterization was like blast of
ciynamite with explosions in every other scene stop
They

thought we

You came clean about

could

hear was

"AFTER THE THIN MAN"
Nov. 11, 1936

when

they realized that we were giving the screen

“Just screened AFTER
THE
THIN MAN
in projection
room. All promises for outstanding entertainment can
be safely made

now.”

possibly its most

were kidding at first and all you
buzzing and

and

as though

story they took all the

dips with us hanging on for dear life
riding a scenic railway

stop

believe this picture great showmanship
You gave us the tip-off
on "MAYTIME"
March 4, 1937
“Previewed

MAYTIME

at

Grauman’s Chinese last night
to terrific acclaim. Tell all exhibitors they can ballyhoo this
to the limit.”

Then

startling departure from common

place characterization and
curves

figuring stop

Sincerely

opportunity

and urge all theatres to start talking about it now^^

AND OH BOY! YOU CAN
TAKE HIS WORD FOR IT!
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Wagner Act is going to of feet the
industry varies greatly. Some believe that, in its interstate application, itaffects only the distribution
end of this business; others that it
applies to off branches. However,
it seems to be o foregone conclusion that the states will pass similar lows, thus enforcing the Wagner Act on introstote business,
which means oil business. More
important than this is the fact that
this low places a strong governmental hand into all industries.
Even before the Wagner Act
was upheld by the Supreme Court
there had begun movements to
"organize" various phases of exchange operation in the distribution branch of the industry. The
studio crafts ore well unionized in
the higher-skilled classes. In the
theatre projectionists, stage hands
and musicians long have been affiliated with strong labor organizations. But now all craft, skilled or
unskilled, labor or "white collar,"
will not escape attempts to regiment itinto organizations or guilds.
The net results will be trouble, ending in higher costs of production,
distribution and exhibition.
The increase
costs will not come
alone; in many cases
isfactory and are not

SECTION

A L’ ' E D IT I ON S

in the Offing

O PINION as to how the

BIjISHED

IN - SEVEN"

in operation
from wages
these are satthe main ob-

jective of the "organizational"
movements, the primary purpose
of which seems to be just organization— representation of groups or
guilds for collective bargaining.

And that, to many business heads,
is the trouble speller, for witness
what

is happening

in other indus-

tries during the processes of "organization" and review the record
of so-called organizers which is but
a history of stirring up trouble, creating dissatisfaction, even where
it doesn't exist, just to have something to do to keep fat-pay jobs.
In the early days labor troubles were a part of the growing
pains of this industry. But in the last
few years these troubles have decreased insofar as the exhibition
branch

is concerned. When it became a science and required real,
not imaginary, skill to operate the
equipment in a projection booth,
exhibitors and this branch of labor
came

to see eye to eye more

read-

ily. More recently where "labor
wars" have raged they have been
confined largely to competition between rival labor organizations.
And, now, with so many varieties
of labor "organizing" impending,
the industry will not escape the
havoc that this portends.
Dangerous offshoots, stretching into racketeering. will take root in the Wagner Act. This
act, in its national phase, may at the moment be
“harmless"

in its affect

upon

this industry;

but

it opens a wide door to opportunists and racketeers who will twist and distort its real purpose
and

raise havoc with
able business men.

honest

business

and

honor-

CITY

KEY

OPENINGS

^'Question her love? Never
... I’d just as soon question
his honor!”

EVER

^^She is the woman||
. . . But ... He is r>
friend!”. . .

Directed by

ANATOLE
LITVAK
Produced

by Albert Lewis

From

the novel “L’Equipage.
by Joseph Kessel
Published
by
Librairie
Gallimard
Nouvelle

• Editions
Revue

of

the

Francaise

You always look to Muni for the year's outstanding role.
Now look to Muni and Hopkins for the yearns outstandin
ing picture! A mighty^ passion-swept drama fought
that heart-breaking love-war that knows no armistice!
An RKO RADIO PICTURE

I love!
y best

BIG'"

'MT'S

SAY:

YWHERE

BACKED BY A SWEEPING
NATIONAL ADVERTISING
CAMPAIGN in hundreds of

...FOUR SMASH
THREE-QUARTER-PAGE AOS
newspapers

. heralding the coming of this
big show to millions of readers
. . . pre-selling seats for theatres
large and small in every corner
of the country !
:

■■ j

-

: A- i

4 'n
;-^;i

**Here MS a smashing pageant of the Great
the viewpoint of a French flying squadron

WaM> seen from
and intensified

hy a triangle love story of tragic power. The picture is hrilliantly conceived and hrilliantly executed, sweeping the spectator
through a maelstrom of exciting and deeply moving events with
a flow

that

elicits maximum

sympathy.

It is pictorially

opulent

and is enacted magnificently hy a cast of highest calihre. With all
these assets IT WILL EXERT
4 STROISIG BOX-OFFICE
PULL
EVERYWHERE
AhlO CAISI BE COUNTED
ON
FOR
LARGE

PAUL MUNI
inner of the
36 Motion
icture Acodmy Award,
owcrownshis
career with the
greatest
role of

PROFITS,*^

— Hollywood

**Crisp, swiftly told and gripping .... should
and account for itself substantially at the pay

find extensive
window,**

**Strong
impart

emotional

appeal

to the production

**Beautiful

handling

in this story, , , Splendid

even

greater

of triangle

notchers , , , Audiences

— Hollywood

love

appeal,**

theme

favor

Variety

performances

Motion
puts

Reporter

Picture Daily

this with

top-

will go for this one,**

— Showmen's

Trade Review

NTERS PICK "FLAWS"
POSTERIN RE
MAJOR AD RENTAL PLANS
Launching Campaign
Exhibitors; Distributor
Heat
New

Own

a substantial

minutely what they term “deceptive” cost
savings in the price schedules of Paramount and Warner.
Others

Eye

Progress

Meanwhile, major distributors who have
been observing the operations of Paramount’s poster rental system since it was
started last June will now also keep an
eye on a similar idea launched by Warner
this week for experience information looking to the setting up of their own rental
systems.
Generally, other major distributors are
known to have the same rental plan in
mind, and this fall may see its further
adoption.
“The independent renters have always
been competition to us and the rental system
is the only answer to the problem," said A1
Seligman, head of accessory sales for Columbia Pictures. "We
property rights any
he added, moaning

don't

want

to

lose

our

longer than we have to,"
that as long as the rent-

ers "pirate" the distributors' material it represents a serious loss to the ad sales departments.

Worried that other distributors may follow suit, the renters charge “encroachment” on their hitherto exclusive field.
They say that they have plans under way
to “protect their interests to the fullest.”
It is understood that they are considering
possible legal measures. But what they can
do about it is a matter for speculation
since the distributors hold the copyrights
for all their advertising material. The
renters have frequently been accused of
“pirating.”
While Warner and Paramount accessory
users now can save an average of about
50 per cent of the billing cost upon returning goods within five days after the final
playdate of each picture, the independent
agencies claim that the conditions of
credits are so open to interpretation by
the distributors’ ad sales departments
the actual savings are much less.
Objects

to Return

that

Limit

The experience of the Walter Reade circuit of about 40 theatres in the New York
metropolitan area has been that the major companies’ rental plan does not permit
it to take advantage of the five-day return credits because as soon as the material is not needed at one house it is
shipped to the next theatre for advance
exploitation.
This circuit can return material to the

6

System

credit, whereas
changes ship c. 0. the
d. film companies’

by July 1
loss in

revenue through major companies’ adoption of rental plans for advertising accessories, officials of the National Poster Service Ass’n, comprising 40 independent poster renters in 40 key cities, have launched
a campaign urging exhibitors to scrutinize

Chain

Checking

Is Growing

York — Facing

over what constitutes material returned in
good condition; the poster renters extend

to

New

York — By July 1 M-G-M

Paramount
will

Immediately after the company’s
convention, which gets under way
this weekend, Col. E. A. Schiller, who
has been handling the plans for the
past eight months, will make arrangements to put M-G-M checkers
in Atlanta, Charlotte, Memphis, New
Orleans, Dallas and Oklahoma City.
About 1,000 checkers will be under

complimentary letters,” he said. Though
losses are incurred in some transactions
through the scrapping of paper returned in
very bad condition, they have been absorbed by the large increase in accounts
served under the plan, he declared.
Warner’s net prices, computed on the
basis of billing price minus credits to exhibitors predicated on whether the material is returned in good or bad condition,

the company’s jurisdiction when the
changeover from Ross Federal Service is completed.

renters at any time for credit.

Generally, exhibitors are required to return paper to the independents within a
week for credit, but a flexible policy obtains, according to New York renters.
Individual exhibitors and independent
circuit operators interviewed by Boxoffice
here presented these additional general
factors in favor of dealing with independent poster renters: purchase of accessories can be centralized, obviating the necessity of dealing with several different ad
sales departments: one entry can be made
on the books for all purchases and credits:
independent renters are more willing to
concede a point than are ad sales clerks

VOL.
NO.

3H

30
23
Reg.

“Successful”

Don Velde, head of Paramount’s ad
sales, who launched his company’s rental
plan 11 months ago, said that the idea has
proved highly successful both to the company and its customers.
“We adopted the rental system because
exhibitors asked for it and many of them
have expressed their appreciation through

have completed establishment of its
own checking system in its 32
branches throughout the country, it
was said at the home office this
week.

independent

Plan

ex-

Mayl

1937

are the same as Paramount’s on such
items as one, thi-ee and six-sheets, stills,
lobby displays, insert cards and the like
but differ on some of the larger items.
Paramount allows credits for lobby displays
even if returned unfit for further use, but
gives none for torn lithographs.
Long-Standing

Feud

The “feud” between the major distributing companies and the independent poster
rental agencies has been gaining momentum for the past ten years, with the growing realization that the film companies’
ad sales departments have been losing untold revenue through the renters’ operations. While the companies have been protesting for years, alleging illegal operations
on the part of the renters because of copyrights, they found no way of beating their
game until Paramount took the first step
in setting up a rental plan. Now with
Warner also becoming a renter, it appears
likely that others will do likewise.

U. S. Pat. Office
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Decision on Ascap
Plea for Writ Soon
Helena,

Mont. — A

decision

is expected

in about a month from the federal circuit
court of appeals which late last week heard
the application of the American Society
of Composers, Authors and Publishers
(Ascap) for an injunction to restrain the
state from enforcing provisions of a recently enacted measure which virtually
ousts Ascap from Montana. Counsel for
Ascap and the state have been authorized
to file additional briefs. Representatives of
the broadcasters were present at the hearing, in addition to Ascap representatives
and attorneys from New York.
BOXOFFICE

::

May

1, 1937.

TO THE

EVERLASTING

A Connecticut Yankee

Huckleberry Finn

GLORY

OF

at King ArthiiFs Court
Tom Sawyer

The screen now adds his world-worshipped adventure epic
magnificently immortalized by the cameras of WARNER

BROS.
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NEWS BRIEFS
Eastern Labor Fight
May Tie Up Prints
Withdrawal of film technicians in laboratories from lATSE jurisdiction latest
development in squabble.

High Court Halts Fox
Suit in Pennsylvania
Reverses

appeals court and

refuses to

permit former film tycoon’s company to
acquire title to securities held by Philadelphia brokers.

Strip Tease Protests
Swamp Catholic Group
Legion of Decency hears fear expressed
that other producers may follow lead of
20th Century-Fox in signing Gypsy Rose
Lee.

Trade Practice Bills
Bow to Court Issue
Roosevelt’s proposal to reorganize the
judiciary said to be taking gangway over
measures designed to regulate minimum
wages and maximmn hours.

Republic Studio Shakeup
Ends With Siegel on Top
Hollywood — Members

New

York — J. E. Robin

resigned

this week as executive secretary of
the Independent Theatre Supply

Levine’s announced intention of departing, and had been handling company matters pending the final decision by Yates
as to Levine’s successor.

Warner Plans 80 Films
for the Coming Season

Minnesota Quits
Sans Chain Blow

Twenty of that number will be made in
England, H. M. Warner, president, says on
return to New York from European cruise.

the Minnesota

House Passes Repeal
Bill on Salary Puffs
Measure killing federal law requiring
publication of corporate salaries in excess
of $15,000 annually now goes to the senate
for action.

Nebraska Music Tax
Measure Is Advanced
Bill restricting activities of American Society of Authors, Composers and Publishers
advanced to third reading by unanimous
vote of the legislature.

Paramount's Earnings
Reveal Rapid Strides
Profit for fiscal year ended Jan. 2, 1937,
reported as $6,012,250.52 as compared with
a reported $635,000 for the previous year.

Rise in Operating
Cost Hits Thecrtres

York — With

the

adjournment

of

legislature late last week

with no action taken on Allied’s theatre
“divorcement” bill, industry observers here
saw little likelihood of its being given consideration at a special revenue session called for May 24.
Iowa has approved a two per cent sales
tax bill and has also enacted a two per
cent “use” measure, which imposes a levy
on tangible personal property and augments the sales tax.
The Missouri senate has recommended
passage of a two per cent sales tax, with
indications that it will become law. An
amendment to the bill allows retail merchants, as well as exhibitors, three per
cent for trouble and losses incurred in collecting provided they remit returns to the
state auditor within 15 days from the end
of each calendar month.
Gov. Teller Ammons of Colorado has
vetoed a dog-racing bill and signed an
anti-marathon bill.
A new Wisconsin bill to regulate outdoor
advertising would require a placement permit for such advertising ranging from $1
to 50 cents for each placement structure.
Violators would be subject to a $100 fine.

Wages and film rentals chief contributing
factors in advance, says Standard Statistics
of theatre income outlook for 1937.

Pensacola Trust Case
Delayed Another Month
Metro denies discrimination and monopoly charges of George Fuller, Pensacola,
Fla., exhibitor; says connection with Fuller
in Fairhope, Ala., house rmsatisfactory.
BOXOFFICE

:: May

1, 1937.

ers"
Ban on "Sex
of two
sex

Omaha — Distributors

per-

the company’s boards to instill a measure
of order into the chaos, found themselves
cheered this week when Yates put his okay
on two important questions.
First, through the medium of a board of
directors’ meeting, he selected M. J. Siegel
as president of Republic Productions, in an
active supervisory capacity over all shooting on the lot. This action was followed
by the completion of the new producer
alignment under which the studio will
function on the unit production plan.
Siegel, formerly a vice-president, had
checked in on the lot immediately after

Dealers Ass’n shortly after announcing that the annual convention of
that body scheduled for June 15 in
Chicago had been postponed indefinitely. Robin said that he will organize a wholesale theatre supply
firm here soon after his resignation
becomes effective next week. No reason was given for postponement of
the conventio?i, except an indication
that responses to a circular letter
sent to members revealed they were
not quite ready for a trade show.

New

of Republic’s

sonnel who had outlasted the drastic axswinging policy in effect at that studio
since Nat Levine’s resignation some months
ago and who had pinned their faith on the
coming of Herbert J. Yates, chairman of

Robin Resigns; Supply
Dealers Delay Meet

pictures

were told here last week by Mayor Dan
Butler that they could no longer do business in Omaha. The mayor charged that
the distributors who have leased local theatres for special showings, had permitted
minors to attend the performances.

Shepard

Traube

Is Siegel

Aide

President Siegel’s aide will be Shepard
Traube, who has been given the post of
first assistant studio manager, while Manny Goldstein has been chosen as secretary
of the corporation. Coincident with the
appointments was the departure of William
Berke, who received notice of dismissal
following completion of “Dangerous Holiday” under his production guidance. Berke
had been with the studio for a year and
had produced several features.
E. H. Goldstein remains as general studio manager, and will continue to serve as
press representative for the lot, which does
not contemplate the re-establishment of a
publicity office. The studio’s publicity department was abolished several weeks ago.
The presence of A1 Adams, eastern publicity director, who has been taking part
in the board meetings and discussions with
Yates, Siegel and Goldstein, was said by
studio spokesmen not to infer that a
branch of his department would be installed at the studio.
Among

Eight

Producers

The company’s new season production
schedule, details of which will be announced at the sales convention to be held
here in June, includes the making of 48
features and an indefinite number of serials, the output to be divided among producers at present under contract to the
studio. These include Herman Schlom,
Leonard Fields, Joe Krumgold, Bert Clark,
A1 Levine, Harry Grey, Sol Siegal and Armand Schaefer. Siegal will supervise a
series of eight of the “Three Mesquiteers,”
westerns, and the serials. Schaefer takes
over production of eight Gene Autry westerns.
Yates continued his series of appointments this week by placing Herbert A.
Huebner. attorney for Yates’ Consolidated
Film Laboratories in New York, as resident
studio attorney, succeeding Gordon Levoy.
Levoy returns to private practice.
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Welding of Independent
Exhibitors Is Objective
New

York — OrganiKations

of independ-

ent exhibitors with no MPTOA or Allied
affiliation will be contacted in the move
by Harry Brandt, president of the New
York ITOA, to forge a new national exhibitor group.
Contacts

Brandt

Established

told Boxoffice

this week

that

“definite contacts have been made with
certain big men” who have evinced an interest in heading the proposed national association. No definite proposition, however, will be made until the plan is more
fully coordinated, he added. Previously,
Brandt informed Boxoffice that those being contacted were prominent national figures, including James A. Parley, postmaster general; Jesse Jones, chairman of the
Reconstruction Finance Committee, and
Attorney General Homer S. Cummings.
“The move for the formation of a new
national independent exhibitor organization, spurred by the continued abuses inflicted on independent operators, has gained momentum, according to ITOA officials, but no concerted support has yet
made itself evident,” reported The Independent, official organ of the local ITOA.
Move

Covers

Wide

Area

“While the replies have been favorable
and in great numbers, they have been scattered over a great area without cohesion,
and before further moves can be made, it
was said, concentrated support must be
given by groups in each area,
“Spokesmen for the association stated
that their next step would be to contact
independent exhibitor organizations which
have no outside affilations and enlist their
aid in getting the movement actually under way.
“It was declared that this difficulty was
expected, because of the area and number of exhibitors that must be reached,”
the publication concluded.

METRO SETS FOURTH
ROADSHOW IN YEAR
New

York

— Following

the

test

road-

showing of “Captains Courageous” at the
Locust Street Theatre, Philadelphia,
M-G-M has decided on May 11 openings
of the picture at the Astor, New York, and
Geary, San Francisco, for two-a-day indefinite runs. The picture will open at
the Colonial, Boston, May 16. Dates are to
be announced for Los Angeles, Chicago and
Detroit. The same type of engagement will
be extended “to many
company said.

other cities,” the

This is the fourth M-G-M roadshow attraction during the past 12 months, the
others being “The Great Ziegfeld,” “Romeo
and Juliet” and “The Good Earth.”
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Farley Won't Head New
Unit — Richey
Detroit — ‘‘According

to informa-

tion I have, Postmaster General Farley will not accept an offer to head
the third independent exhibitor group
promoted by Harry Brandt of the
Hew York ITOA,” H. M. Richey, general manager of the Michigan Allied, told Boxoffice.
Richey said he could not divulge
the source of his information, but
emphasized that Farley ‘‘is in no position to accept the post.”

New Policy Leads
Schulberg to Shift
Hollywood — Declaring

there is a mark-

ed production trend toward higher budget
pictures because of which he could not reconcile himself to the terms of his present
producing contract with Paramount, B. P.
Schulberg last week terminated his independent producing agreement with the
company in order to devote his energies
to “more distinguished pictures in the future,” according to the statement issued
by him.
Schulberg’s statement read:
“With the market trend away from socalled B pictures toward exclusively A
product, we are desirous of making fewer
and more distinguished pictures in the
future.
“Under our Paramount contract we were
required to produce four A and four B pictures. In future we will direct our efforts
to the making of A product alone.”
The producer indicated that future plans
would be confined to the shaping of a small
but high-cost production program with
Edward Arnold, John Trent, Orien Hayward and other contract players as a nucleus.
Dealing

for Release

Setup

Schulberg’s Paramount contract went
into effect last July. He has delivered five
pictures on the eight-picture deal and has
completed preparations for the filming of
the remaining three, “Let’s Talk of Love,”
“Stranger Than Fiction” and “Bonanza.”
Representatives of the producer declared
that according to present plans his present studio quarters would be retained. He
has entered into negotiations with other
major studios for a new release setup.

Loew-RCA

Recording Deal

Hollywood — David

L. Loew

Productions,

Inc., will make its pictures with the ultraviolet light system of recording, according
to a contract signed with RCA Photophone.

NBC LAUNCHES ON
BUILDING PROGRAM
New

York — Rivaling

Columbia

Broad-

casting System’s construction of a $2,000,000 studio plant in the heart of Hollywood,
National Broadcasting Co. has announced
an extensive building program involving
expansion and improvement of plants in
six key cities. All will provide facilities for
future television development.
While NBC’s plans for Hollywood are in
a formative stage, they provide doubling
present studio capacity.
Construction is starting in Philadelphia
on a six-story building to house NBC studios and offices and Station KYW, at a
cost of $600,000. NBC’s new Washington
studios, to be in operation July 1, will double present facilities and will occupy the
greater portion of the newly constructed
Trans-Lux Washington Corp. building,
which houses a motion picture theatre.
The cost of this plant will be about $350,000.
NBC will erect a building in Schenectady, N. Y., to house Station WGY at a
cost of $300,000. Studios in San Francisco
and Cleveland are to be expanded.

Film Move Gaining
New

York — The

promotion

of the better

film movement by the Women’s Motion
Picture Council for Brooklyn is “gaining
satisfactory headway,” according to Mrs.
Lewis P. Adams, new borough chairman,
A recommended list of motion pictures,
especially for children, is now being distributed by the various local units of the
council to theatre managers in this territory as well as to parents.

»

REVIEW
•

FLASHES

ANGEL'S HOLIDAY (20th-Fox)— A
broad
comedy, this will find widespread popularity among the Jane Withers fans. Jane
Withers, Robert Kent.
DAMAGED
GOODS
(Goldstone) — Although
this picture must be exploited judiciously
to avoid having patrons class it with the
regular run of “sex" films, it pulls no
punches and should not be overlooked by
Barry.
any exhibitor. Pedro de Cordoba, Phyllis
THE GO-GETTER (WB)— Charles Winninger
brings the redoubtable Cappy Ricks to life
in this charming and completely captivating screen version of the Peter B. Kyne
stories. George Brent, Anita Louise.
WE'RE IN THE LEGION NOW (GN)— Action,
thrills and laughs are to be found in profusion in this entertaining Foreign Legion
comedy,

marked by excellent color photography. Reginald Denny, Esther Ralston.

COMPLETE REVIEWS on the above
pictures will appear in an early issue
of BOXOFFICE.
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And

....
TECHNICOLOR

STARS

are rising before the motion picture industry.

TECHNICOLOR
Motion
HERBERT

Picture
T.

Corporation

KALMUS,

President

Most Majors Are Readij
for Annual Sales Meets
New York — The beginning of May finds
but one company, Columbia, undecided as
to arrangements for their annual sales con-

as attended last year’s
in Chicago, will be

Grand National — Annual' sales convention
May
16, 17, 18 and 19, Ambassador
Hotel,
Los Angeles.

among those at the company’s annual
sales convention which opens at the Ambassador Hotel in Los Angeles on May 31.
In addition to the domestic distribution

GB — Two
regional sales meetings early
in June, the first in New
York, the second
on the west coast.

as many delegates
sales convention

3I-G-M

forces, the company’s theatre holding corporations and other subsidiaries will be
represented, as well as the overseas organizations, Educational Pictures and Movietone News.
Kent

Back

Prom

at

Four

Business

Sessions

Joseph M. Schenck, chairman of the
board, will address the convention on June
1 and Kent will speak the following day.
Business sessions are scheduled for May 31,
June 1, 2 and 3, the final day being devoted to an inspection of the plant at
Movietone City. New product will be discussed, the Kent Drive prizes will be distributed and there will be conferences on
sales analysis, distribution
duction.

policies and pro-

The convention special is scheduled to
pull out of Los Angeles on Friday, June 4.
arriving in New York June 8.
In addition to those mentioned, the domestic forces attending the convention include the following:
Production Department — Vice-President in charge
of production, Darryl F. Zanuck; his executive assistant and vice-president, William Goetz; Executive Producer Sol M. Wurtzel, Col. Jason Joy,
Joseph Moskowitz, Robert Fairbanks, William Dover, Fred Metzler, Ed Ebele and others.
Educationa! — President E.
Skirball and Harvey Day of
Advertisinjg:

14

and

W.
Hammons,
Terrytoons.

Publicity — Charles

E.

Jack

McCarthy.

convention
2 at

of

the

Ambassa-

Monogram
-The new company’s
nual convention will be held May
Drake Hotel, Chicago.

first an7 and 8

KKO
Radio — Annual sales convention at
Ambassador
Hotel, Los Angeles, starting
June 16.

Sidney R. Kent, president, attending the
joint sales convention of the British and
European organizations in Paris this week,
will return to New York in time to head
the home office delegation leaving for
Movietone City on a special train on May
26 scheduled to arrive in Los Angeles
May 30.

Movietone News will be represented by
Truman H. Talley, Edmund Reek, Lowell
Thomas, Harry Laurenson, Lew Lehr and
Ed Thorgerson.

sales

Paramount — Annual sales convention June
10 to 13 at Ambassador
Hotel, Los Angeles.

Europe

Others from the home office will be
W. C. Michel, Sidney Towell, Felix A. Jenkins and Spyros Skouras. Also John D.
Clark, general manager of distribution;
William Sussman, William J. Kupper, W.
C. Gehring, William J. Clark, Jack Sichelman, Martin Moskowitz, Edwin C. Collins,
Clarence A. Hill, Theodore A. Shaw, Roger
Ferri, Jack Bloom. Sam Epstein, Harry
Mersay, Eugene McEvoy, I, Lincer and
Deon DeTitta.

— • First

1937-38 season, starting May
dor Hotel, Los Angeles.

week

York — Revision of the RKO reorganization plan loomed as a possibility this
as the result of objections filed to

the present plan by a committee of unsecured creditors and the holders of indentures of a subsidiary. Proponents of the
plan admit that both the objections were

Unsecured

New York — The major convention
schedules stand as follows:

Every unit of the 20th Century-Fox
organization, representing almost twice

New

the subject of negotiations and it was intimated that a change might be made
which would be accepted by the protestors.

Convention Calendar
for Eleven Firms

vention. However, the company is expected
to make a definite announcement within
the next week.

REVISION RKO PLAN
TO REVAMP LIKELY

Hearings
Wednesday
W.

Alger

convention

who

sales convenLos
Angeles,

I'niversal — Annual
sales convention at
Ambassador
Hotel, Los Angeles, starting
May 17.
Warner — Annual sales conference at Waldorf-Astoria Hotel, New
York, May
10.

Brand,

Arch

Reeve

and

E.

W.

Wingart.

Ad Sales Department — Lee Balsly, E. Hollander.
.Jerry Novat, W. W. Caldwell and D. Reed.
Gue.sts — Sol Lesser, Dan Michalove, Paul Terry.
Joseph Pincus, Frank
Underwood,
Miss H. G.
Baker, Percy Heiliger, Charles Skouras, Arch
Bowles, William Powers. George
tin Fox, Alfred McNeill and E.

P.
W.

Skouras, MarHolmberg.

Foreign Department — W.
J. Hutchinson, Clarence V. Hake, R. Sutton Dawes, Charles Munro.
Delbert Goodman, W. W. Sullivan. L. Giordano, A.
Paucker, T. Isdahl jr.. Gus
Mome.
Irving A
Maas and Leslie Whelan.
District Managers — T. H. Bailey, northeast; Edgar Moss, Atlantic; George A. Roberts, mideast;
J. P. O'Loghlin, Canada;
M. A. Levy, prairie;
Herman
Wobber, coast; Harry G. Ballance, south,
and Ward
E. Scott, midwest.

Bound

for Coast

Los Angeles — More than 250 delegates,
including home office executives, district
and branch managers and salesmen from
M-G-M exchanges throughout the country
arrive here on May 2 for the company’s
annual sales convention at the Culver City
studios.
The home
office delegation is headed by William F. Rodgers, general manager
of sales and
distribution; Thomas J. Connors, eastern and southern sales manager; Edward
M. Saunders, western
sales

manager, and Howard
Dietz, director of advertising, publicity and exploitation, and includes
Edwin W. Aaron, Joel Bezahler, William Brenner,
Alan F. Cummings,
Charles Deesen, Carlton Duffus, William R. Ferguson, Charles B. Fogle, Harold Goldgraben, Jay A. Gove, Jerry J. Jonas,
William D. Kelly, Arthur Lacks, A1 Lichtman,
John S. MacLeod. Herb Morgan, Ernest Morrell,
Harold Postman. Fred C. Quimby, Si Seadler, Marion L, Simons, Charles J. Sonin. Charles K. Stern,
Joseph Vogel.

and

for the pur-

committee, arHe wanted the
removed from
revision of the

terms made, arguing that the offer of 500,000 shares in settlement of this claim was
more

than was offered the other unsecured creditors. If the Rockefeller claim
is removed from this classification it is
understood that the committee represented by Israels controls enough claims to
bar approval of the plan.
Phases

second

of the

Will

objection

Not

Delay

as to the fairness

plan was filed by the First National Bank of Cincinnati, trustee, under

a $3,500,000 indenture issued by the RKO
Midwest Corp., a wholly owned subsidiaiy.
This objection was not argued.
Three other objections have been filed
to the plan by representatives of Class A
stockholders. As their objections are based
chiefly

upon legal grounds it is not expected that a great deal of time will be
given them in the hearings before the
special master, as he was authorized to
pass upon the fairness of the plan and
not the legal features.

350,000 MONOGRAM
SHARES ON MARKET
New York — Offering of 350,000 shares
of Monogram stock was made Tuesday at
$3.75 a share by J. A. Sisto & Co. Application will be made immediately for listing on the New York Curb exchange.
The authorized capital of the company
is 1,000,000 shares of common stock of $1
par value. In addition, 500,000 shares are
on

Metroites

appointed

June

I'liited Artists — Regional sales meetings
in New York June 14 to 17; Chicago. June
17 to 19, and San Francisco, June 21 to 23.

Harry

was

for the unsecured creditors’
gued the first objection.
Rockefeller Center claim
the unsecured class or a

The

,20tli Century-Fox — Annual
tion at Ambassador
Hotel.
starting May 31.

Objection

pose of passing upon its fairness to all interested parties. Carlos Israels, attorney

Legal
Republic — Annual
sales
1. 2 and 3. Los Angeles.

Creditors

on the plan were resumed last
before Special Master George

option at $4 a share if purchased before Dec. 28, 1938, and at an increasing

price up to $8 in 1942.
There were 83,333 1 3 shares issued in
connection with the old company and the
remaining 66,666 2/3 shares of the amount
authorized is reserved for the retirement
of a

$200,000
ternational indebtedness
Corp.

to Pathe

In-

UA WILL FEATURE 5
WINNING CARTOONS
New York — The five Silly Symphonies
that have won statuettes from the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences
as the “best animated cartoon of the year”
will be released as a single feature unit by
United Artists under
Award Revue of Walt
BOXOFFICE

the title “Academy
Disney Cartoons.”
::

May

1. 1937.

EXPWON PLANS FOLLOW ACCORD
Sales Tax Reiund
to N. J. Exhibitors
New

York — Distributors

holding

in es-

lATSE, Consolidated Peace
Preludes
SurgeUnion

Dissension Impinges
on lATSE

New
New

York — Possible curtailment

of

the flow of prints that may tie up
exhibition in the east is seen in a
controversy raging within the ranks
of organized labor. About 600 film
technicians employed in eastern laboratories, led by Vito Marcantonio,
former congressman, are said to have
severed connections with the International Alliance of Theatrical Stage
Employes, affiliated with the AFL,

crow money paid by exhibitors outside the
city limits in connection with the New
York City two per cent sales tax on film
rentals have authorized refunds. The tax
was collected while the case was before
the courts. On March 25 the court of appeals at Albany ruled that exhibitors not
within the territorial limits of the city did
not have to pay.
Counsel for the major distributors have
not decided whether to seek further appeal
from the ruling that New York City exhibitors must pay the levy.
Meanwhile, Allied Theatre Owners of
New Jersey this week voted to appoint a
committee to protest the method of certain distributors in the return to New Jersey exhibitors of money already paid in
connection with the New York City two
per cent sales tax on film rentals. In calculating the money to be refunded, the distributors are asking New Jersey theatre
owners to submit detailed reports on the
sums paid over while the case was being
tried before the courts. The exhibitors
say that the distributors already have this
information.

Motion Picture Council of White Plains,
N. Y., late last week voted to continue its
efforts to amend the New York state mo-

ITOA Slate Set

tion picture law so that the state’s film
censors could classify films for adult and
juvenile consumption.
Meanwhile, in a nearby community,

New

York — In the absence

of an oppo-

sition slate President Harry Brandt and
other officers of the N. Y. Independent
Theatre Owners Assn, who were re-nominated at last week’s meeting are assured
re-election when the organization meets
May 4 at the Hotel Astor,

Ups Gouge Bill
Albany — Bernard

J. Moran,

Brooklyn

Democrat, has amended his bill to increase
the film tax from one mill to five mills
or one-half cent per foot.

over what they term “suppression"
of their rights, and to have formed
a new union, the Film Technicians’
Independent Union.
Richard Walsh, vice-president of
the lATSE, branded the move as insincere, saying the alleged dissension
arose over the new group’s failure to
pay back dues.

New

York — The

Westchester

BILL
County

than

two

weeks

after

Year’s

Pact

With

Consolidated

First victory for the lATSE in its drive
to unionize all classes of employes was the
closing late this week of a one-year agreement with Consolidated Film Industries,
ending the five-week strike at the Fort
Lee, N. j., plant, giving the workers an increase of from 10 to 40 per cent over previous wage scales, a 40-hour week and other concessions. The pact affects about 300
men and women.
Thus

fortified, the

in motion
eastern

its drive

lATSE

immediately

to embrace

laboratories,

managers,
of every

FILM GROUP SEEKS
TO GET RATING

York — Less

the Wagner Labor Relations act was held
constitutional, film industry employers here
have conceded that unionization and coltion.
lective bargaining must be given recogni-

boxoffice
description,

workers

film exchanges,
men,
from

and

set

in 18
theatre

theatre

help

wall-to-wall.

Pathe’s laboratory in Bound Brook, N.
J., and the Paramount News plant in Long
Island City have been singled out for the
lATSE’s next organization step. The other
plants will follow. Joseph Basson, president
of Local 306, N. Y. operators’ union affiliated with the lATSE, who is in charge of
organizing the film exchanges here, this
week said about 50 per cent of the workers in the New York exchanges have voted
to sign up.
ITO

Hearing

May

3

Meanwhile, a stinging rebuke was handed Local 306 when Joseph Kelban, the

“cheap” radio serials for adults and children and all “canned” music broadcasts
were attacked by the Westchester County
Federation of Women. Members were
urged to write complaints to broadcasting
companies voicing disapproval of subject

local’s business agent, who was convicted
on April 13 for endangering the lives of
persons in a public place, was fined $200.
He was accused of turning out the lights

matter often found “detrimental” to juvenile and adult minds. “Canned” music
was objected to because it deprived musicians of employment.

him $500 as back pay allegedly due members of the union.

METRO

EYES

Hollywood — M-G-M

ning a radio program,

AIRER
is said to be plan-

using its own

stars.

in the Folly Theatre, Brooklyn, last December when the management refused to give

Argument will be heard May 3 on a motion made by the Allied M. P. Operators’
Union and others asking that the suit
brought against it by the Gotham Amusement Corp. either be dismissed or the
plaintiffs required to file an amended complaint.
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Government Films Winning Heavg
Plaging Time on Nation's Screens

Major Chains Censured for
Failure to Follow IndeBy

Gov't Film Lab Idea
Reported Dropped

pendents' Lead

A. L. Finestone

New York — Describing the production,
distribution and exhibition of government

Washington, D. C. — That the government has dropped the idea of
establishing a federal motion picture

films “on an unprecedented peace time
scale,’’ Louis Resnick, director of public
information for the federal social security

laboratory to consolidate all government motion pictures was indicated
here Tuesday following a survey at

board, this week said that a total of 200,000,000 theatregoers in the United States

NatioTial Archives where it was stated various government bureaus prefer to work independently on film
problems. Meanwhile, Congressman
Maverick of Texas, author of the
federal motion picture laboratory
idea, has indicated no desire to press
the matter this session on capitol
hill.

have

seen the four pictures on social security released within the last few months.
On the basis of 50,000,000 viewers for
each of the film made to date. Resnick
declared this was the largest circulation
ever given government motion pictures.
All

Get

Good

audience reaction to this film, according
to Resnick.
The newsreels, too, have been generous
with sequences devoted to explaining the
operations of social security, he said, particularly during the government’s campaign to have the 26,000,000 eligibles registered, this representing more than half
of the country’s employed population.
Distribution of the series has been confined to theatres, but the social security
board

Data
He

the large

affiliated

circuits

and

that the three

fourth, an 11-minute subject titled “Today’s
Frontier,’’ has been booked by 11,000 theatres and is currently being exhibited
around the country. Resnick said.

subsequent pictures
the theatre chains.

"This is an excellent demonstration of the
cooperation extended to the government by

whatsoever to direct its members’ theatres
to show any film, that this is a matter for
the individual companies to decide for
themselves.

the motion picture theatres
which the government has
films

or

in a country in
no control over

other media of expression." he observed. This response, he said, was equalled

only during the world war, when
theatres projected government
patriotic

the nation's
films as a

duty.

“We were faced with a tremendous task
which we had to perform in a hurry,”
Resnick related. “In the course of a few
short weeks we had to acquaint the 26,000,000 persons eligible for social security
how it operates, how it directly affects them
and how it may become available to them.
“Too, we had to overcome a mass of
misinformation and
misinterpretation
which in great measure was due to last
fall’s political campaign in which
security was no little issue.”
Heavy Exploitation Job

social

Accordingly, Resnick undertook one of
the greatest public relations jobs in history.
“We resorted to the four mediums
usually employed in publicity — newspapers,
radio, motion pictures and printer’s ink,”
he said. “And the greatest of these is
motion pictures.”
Resnick censured the affiliated circuits
for their refusal to show the social security
pictures, and said that their exhibition has
been limited to independent theatres,
chiefly in the small town, neighborhood
and subsequent run categories. Newsreel
theatres, he said, were eager to show them.
The
taken
are

Hays
the

office.

stand

Resnick

that

continued,

“all government

has
films

propaganda." He said that this information was conveyed when the social security
board sought to have the first film shown in
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have

not been

offered

to

A spokesman for the Hays office, however, declared that it has no authority

Similar complaint about the Hays office
was made some time ago by Pare Lorentz,
who produced “The Plow That Broke the
Plains” for Professor Tugwell’s Resettlement Administration. The fact is, according to the Hays association, that Lorentz
did not submit his picture to that organization but that the film was rejected by
an

on Cost

the cost of producing and distributing the four films to date as between $50,000 and $60,000. Frederic Ullman jr., production manager for Pathe
News, which obtained the government contract for the series, said that the actual

Play

Three of the subjects, expository in nature and running three minutes each, have
been shown in 8,000 theatres, while the

now plans to make the films available also to non-theatrical groups. Resnick declared.

executive of a major distributing company to whom it had been referred for a

possible distribution tieup. RA’s picture
subsequently was shown in thousands of

gave

production cost was “under $15,000.” The
balance, it was indicated, was devoted to
processing positive prints, advertising and
distribution.
Pathe News has been the successful bidder for the production of the majority of
films released by governmental bureaus,
including a number for the WPA. Ullman
estimated

that Pathe News’ various government contracts would total $100,000.

MINIMUM WAGE LAW
NO FILM TRADE BLOW
Albany — The Fischel bill, which Governor Lehman signed this week, providing
for the establishment of minimum wages
for women and children, is not expected
to materially affect film theatre or home
office personnel. A board of six will administer the law according to locality, and

the coun-

on the basis of prevailing wage scales and
hours in effect locally, little if any change
is anticipated.

“A Hopeful Message”
Resnick went on that when the first
social security film was shown in the

Bernard J. Moran has amended his assembly bill taxing motion picture film from

independent theatres throughout
try, many booking repeat dates.

Trans-Lux Theatre on New York’s Broadway, the audience cheered, “not because
the subject was well made, because it
wasn’t,

but

because

it brought

a He
hopeful
said message.”
that distribution

the public

of the

films

was through the social security board’s
12 regional offices, exhibitors indicating
on a return postcard if they were interested. To supply the large demand, 2,500
prints were made of the first subject, 1,500
of the next two and 500 of “Today’s
tiers,” the film now current. The
are supplied gratis to theatres.

Fronprints

Critics Like “Frontiers
“Today’s Frontiers” is considered by
critics to have marked pictorial value and
worthy of a place on theatre screens from
an audience standpoint. The social security board is to make a check over two
weeks in theatres in 125 cities to obtain

one mill to five mills, or one-half cent a
foot. The bill is in the rules committee.
Representatives of major companies met
this week to discuss the advisability of requesting Governor Lehman to call a public
hearing before he signs a bill legalizing
dog racing. Exhibitor interests are opposed
to the bill in that it would create
desirable form of competition.

an

un-

RA Release Delay
Washington — Release date for the Resettlement Administration’s new picture, as
yet not named, has been delayed for another month, it was revealed here this
week, due to inability to obtain the proper
footage. The new film is expected to be
about as long as “The Plow That Broke
the Plains,” and instead of treating on
the drought situation will take up the
necessity of flood control.
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"ITOA SHODTMG," SAYS BLUMBERG
Cool to "Divorce"
Bill Not Allied's

New York — Leaders of Allied Theatre
Owners of New Jersey appear not to be
concerned over the chances for passage
of a theatre “divorcement” bill introduced
in that state by Assemblyman Hedges.
“When A1 Steffes, chairman of Allied’s
special defense committee, said he wanted

"Wake Up and Live"
Sets Roxy Record
New York — An all-time attendunce record was established by
“Wake Up and Live” at the Roxy
here last Saturday when 33,145 persons paid admission, topping the former mark of 32,861 established on
August 7, 1929, by “The Cock-Eyed
World.” The Roxy opened its doors
at 9 a. m., the earliest in its history.
“A

Star Is Born,” Selznick’s technicolor film at the Radio City Music
Hall, is also doing standee business.

‘divorce’ legislation promoted everywhere
he didn’t specify when he wanted it done,”
Lee Newbury, president of the New Jersey
unit, said. This was his explanation for

Both

the failure of his organization
hind the Hedges bill.

ful, both “Swing High, Swing Low”
at the Paramount and “Marked
Woman” at the Strand being in their

Want

Early

to get be-

Convention

Newbury intimated that a “divorcement”
bill would find its way into the New Jersey legislature only when the time appeared “propitious” and when the draft
conformed strictly to Allied’s objectives.
Newbury claims the Hedges bill differs
materially from the measures introduced
by Allied in eight states. Under its provisions any exhibitor in the state could
seek an injunction in the courts to enjoin
operation of affiliated theatres, whereas
the North Dakota theatre “divorcement”
law places enforcement entirely in the
hands of the prosecutors and courts.
In view of the number of film companies
early sales meetings this year. President
Lee

Newbury, who presided at the meeting, said sentiment among the members
also was for an early annual convention to

discuss 1937-38 buying problems. The unit
may hold the session in June, possibly in
Asbury Park, he said.
It is planned to engage a private car to

pictures

now

are in their sec-

ond week and “Wake Up and Live”
may remain a third.
Holdovers, too, are proving success-

I third week

Contract Reforms,
UMPTO Objective
for a change

in film contracts “to protect the exhibitor”
was launched by members of the UMPTO
of E. Penn., S. New Jersey and Del., at a
meeting last Thursday.
The members demanded that in the
future contracts must be clarified and
carry the number of picture, the titles,
stars, etc.
Oppose

Advance

Contracts

The organization also went on record
opposing the selling of advance contracts

take

before theatres are built “especially where
such theatres are in competition with old

Washington, D. C. — Dr. Ernesto S. Boyd,
Panama minister, was informed by the

customers.”
The membership approved the action of
the Board of Managers of UMPTO
in censuring Columbia for selling films to nontheatricals allegedly in competition with
regular exhibitors. There was a threat of
concellation of Columbia dates if this action continues.

New Jersey members to Allied’s national convention in Milwaukee beginning
May 26. Newbury and Sidney Samuelson
will lead the eastern delegation.

No Film Censor
state department

Wednesday

when

he reg-

istered formal objection to Paramount’s
“Swing High, Swing Low” as derogatory
to his country that the federal government
has no power to censor films, but wishes
earnestly to maintain friendly PanamaAmerican relations. Legation officials stated they would deal directly with the Hays
office on the coast protesting alleged scenes
“not

doing

justice to Panama.”
GET

BOGUS

DOUGH

Baltimore, Md.-— Three motion picture
houses in the Negro section of the city
were victimized on Monday night by a
passer of counterfeit $10 notes. The police
are seeking an aged Negro, who is believed
to have passed the bills.
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Woody

Ends Vacation

Washington — M-G-M
Director W. S.
(Woody) Van Dyke concluded his vacation
here with an elaborate party to Mabel
Walker Willenbrandt, local socialite, noted
counsellor and former assistant attorney
general during the Hoover administration.
Two years previously Mrs. Willenbrandt
feted Nelson Eddy and Director Van Dyke
in a Willard hotel introduction to local
society and newspaper elite.
MAYER

AT

ROCHESTER

New York — Charges by members of the
N. Y. Independent Theatre Owners Assn.,
of which Harry Brandt is president, that
RKO’s and Loew’s reported expansion in
the New York metropolitan area is aimed
directly at independent exhibitors, with
possible investigation by the federal trade
commission in the offing, drew caustic
comment this week from Nate Blumberg,
head

of RKO’s
“Only

theatre
Two

department.

Deals

Closed”

“Harry Brandt is picking a fight with
himself,” Blumberg said. While declaring
himself reluctant to become embroiled in
what he termed “silly” agitation, Blumberg
asserted that “while I have sat in on hundreds of prospective deals in recent years
only two have been closed. Besides, RKO
hasn’t constructed
he added.

a new

house

in years,”

“Drastic inroads” into independents’
business here is foreseen in the current

on Broadway.

Philadelphia — A campaign

Ridicules Charge RKO and
Loew Expansion Aims
at Independents

CAPITOL

Rochester, N. Y. ■ — Louis Mayer is now
managing the Capitol Theatre here. Mayer
is from Kansas City, where he handled
publicity for the RKO Mainstreet Theatre.

issue of The

Independent,

official publica-

tion of the IOTA, if Loew’s and RKO continue to spread. This “shouting,” as Blumberg termed it, followed RKO’s acquiring
the Parkway, 600-seat house in Mt. Vernon,
N. Y. The circuit takes over operation
May 1. Recently Loew’s took possession
of the Cameo, 400-seat house in New Rochelle. Both are in Westchester.
Talk of New Sites “Premature”
Blumberg termed premature talk mentioning three additional houses in Westchester and sites for new theatres in the
Bronx as part of a new expansion program.
He referred to reported discussions pooling
deals with Skouras in various sections of
the city as “at least three years old.” The
only new project he committed himself
on was the reconstruction of the Grand
Opera House on West 23rd St., Manhattan,
which will seat 4,000 when completed early
next year at a cost of about $100,000.

PEARSON PROMOTED
TO DISTRICT POST
Washington — R. Wade Pearson, manager of the State Theatre, Falls Church,
Va., has been made district manager of
the Thalheimer houses in that territory.
This comprises the State, Falls Church;
the Lee, East Falls Church, and the Wilson
and Ashton in Arlington, Va. The Ashton
has just recently been added
heimer chain of theatres.

to the Thal-

The promotion went into effect Saturday, April 24, and still leaves Pearson in
direct management of the State, with offices in that theatre.

HIGH

WATER

HITS

GROSS

Cumberland, Md. — Flood waters in Western Maryland became rather deep in Cumberland streets and injured business early
this week.
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MPTOA'S Committee
Calls Film-Radio Meet
New York — The committee
tion Picture Theatre Owners

of the Moof America

20th-Fox Imposes Curb
on Radio Work

seeking a solution to the film-radio problem decided Thursday to call a meeting of
film producers, exhibitors and radio executives in an attempt to arrive at an agreement that “would be beneficial to all concerned.

Hollywood — The 20th CenturyFox studio has instituted control of
radio broadcasts by contract stars.
The studio will make decisions on the

Committee members expressed the view
that the function of radio and motion pictures are so greatly at variance that a

type of buildup, scripts, etc., to be
given its film stars in future.

joint discussion “might be fruitful of an
understanding.”
Walter Vincent of New York, chairman
of the
been

MPTOA
committee, said that arrangements for the meeting have not yet
set.

Major broadcasting interests are said to
have indicated willingness to discuss the
matter with film industry representatives.

LAWYER URGES FILM
CENSORSHIP VIA FTC
New York — Proposal that censorship of
motion pictures be vested in the federal
trade commission rather than in the individual states was made this week in a
letter to U. S. Senator Burton K. Wheeler
of Montana by David Garrison Berger,
New York lawyer.
Berger

pointed

to the

deletion

by

the

Kansas censors of the Senator’s remarks
on the supreme court reorganization in
the current “March of Time” as a “problem of far reaching implications deserving consideration for remedial legislative
relief” by the senate
committee, of which
chairman.

interstate commerce
Senator Wheeler is

Berger is scheduled to produce “The
Nine Old Men” for Condor Pictures. A
Condor spokesman said he was certain
that Berger’s sentiments did not express
the view of Condor or of RKO or Grand

Virginia MPTO to
Convene June 14
Virginia Beach, Va. — This ocean-side resort town has been chosen by the MPTO
of Virginia for their bi-annual convention.
The one-day affair will be held June 14
and convention headquarters will be located in the Cavalier Hotel.
Ideal

Choice

Virginia Beach, with its many recreational facilities, including golf, horseback
riding, tennis, indoor and outdoor swimming and numerous others, provides an
ideal background for a convention of this
kind and presages a pleasurable time for
those who attend.
President

William

S. Wilder

of Norfolk

and

S. J. Gates of Portsmouth, who is convention chairman, will announce special
features for the convention at an early
date.

SUPREME TRIBUNAL
UPHOLDS STEELMAN

National, through which Condor is to release its product. He said these companies
would oppose a proposal such as made by
Berger.

Washington — The U. S. supreme court
this week reversed the third circuit court
of appeals and upheld Hiram Steelman,
trustee in the bankruptcy of William Fox,

Berger has been connected with various
film companies in a production and legal
capacity, he said.

thereby stopping a suit brought in the eastern Pennsylvania district court by the AllContinent Corp. as a Fox creditor.

ADVERTISING PRIZES
ANNOUNCED BY AMPA
New York — Vincent Trotta,
chairman of the Associated Motion
Advertisers awards committee,
nounced the following winners
ond annual contest:

general
Picture

Friday anin the sec-

Best press book, “The Great Ziegfeld,”
M-G-M; Best poster, “Black Legion,” WB;
Best trade ad. Paramount for Rushville,
Ind., trade paper insert; best ad addressed
to public, not decided at press time.
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In a unanimous decision delivered by
Justice Cardozo, the court declared that
the All-Continent Corp. could not proceed
in its efforts to obtain title to securities
placed in the possession of Sparks & Co.,
Philadelphia brokers, on the ground that
“there was probably cause for the belief”
that the suit “would be a step in the execution of a fraudulent conspiracy.”
Justice Cardozo said it appeared from
evidence presented to Steelman in connection with the bankruptcy proceedings before the New Jersey federal district court,
that the All-Continent Corp. “was the creation of the bankrupt himself, who has
supplied

every

dollar

of its capital.”

BROADWAY
JN ONE fell swoop the Kentucky Colonels
(nobody knows how far they would extend if placed end to end) are taking over
the south, or that portion of it that centers about Louisville May 7, the eve of the
Derby. It’s the colonels’ annual meeting,
banquet and “julep reception,” and should
attract about 1,000. At the rate some of
those commissions were handed out it has
been estimated that there are enough colonels to officer an army of 3,000,000 men.
General C. C. Pettijohn will be in the vicinity of the Derby and others from the
film industry are seriously toying with the
invitation. But General Jack Connolly is
abroad.
Phil Reisman

of RKO,

returning

from

a

four-month trip which took him around
the world, exhibits a photo of himself
awardmg a ribbon to a prize bull. “I’ve
thrown a lot of bull in my lifetime,” he
quipped, “but it’s the first time I’ve decorated one.” Indicating the lack of knowledge abroad of American picture-making
methods, he said that in Ceylon he was
asked

why RKO couldn’t send Fred Astaire and Ginger Rogers to make a picture
there. It seems that even the little islands
ivant a slice of the film gravy.

Vincent Hart, in charge of production
code activities for the Hays office in the
east, was married Monday to Mildred Feely
at Merion, Pa. After a honeymoon in
White Sulphur Springs, Va., they will return here early next week.
With
dancers

the G

(grabbem)

men:

As

ballet

gave

a pantomine of a murder investigation in the Mosque in Newark a
burglar climbed a fire escape, entered a
dressing room and seized jewelry valued at
$210 and one pair of light green dancers’
tights, size 12 . . . When Dave Bell, treasurer of Billy Minsky’s Republic on 42nd St.
answered a knock on his door with the
query “Who’s there?” he found the answer
in the form of three armed gents who
smoothly went about the business of relieving Dave of $2,200 . . . Mr. and Mrs.
Barney Balaban, Nathan Nathanson, president of Famous Players Canadian Corp.,
and Mrs. Nathanson; Kay Kamen, Walt

Disney’s commercial representative; Noel
Coward, Gilbert Miller and Charles Lederer among these on the Normandie bound
for Europe Saturday.
United

Artists gave

a screening

for the

trade press of Sam Goldwyn’s “Woman
Chases Man” at Loew’s Sheridan Tuesday
night, following a dinner . . . The crush is
so great at the Roxy where “Wake Up and
Live” is packing ’em in that irate patrons
unable to find seats are punching the ushers on their up-tilted noses. One customer
got a discolored eye in return and a hearing in night court . . . Stepin Fetchit did
some fast stepping in his motor, which
did a blowout and wound itself around an
“L”

pillar. The
proving slowly.

hospital

reports

him

im-

Al Rosen, manager of Loew’s State, is
rounding out his third week at home, confined with the flu. Bernie Zelenko has
been pinch hitting . . . Allied of New Jersey
is throwing a beefsteak dinner Tuesday at
(Continued on next page)
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£mploi]es of Philadelphia Exchanges
Complete Unionization; AFL Affiliate
Korda to America
for Conferences
New

York

—

Alexander

Korda,

United

Artists producing partner, will arrive here
May 11 and immediately leave for Hollywood for conferences with Dr. A. H. Giannini, UA chairman, and other producerowners.
Despite rumors of his dissatisfaction
with the United Artists releasing and financial arrangement, company officials
said that Korda’s contract calls for delivery of 20 features, only five of which
have been completed. UA had scheduled
a total of eight from Korda this season.
Those still to come are “Knights Without
Armor,” “Farewell Again” and “Dark
Journey.”
Word from London is that Paramount
will cooperate with Korda in the production of “Lawrence of Arabia” and will release the picture. Reports that Korda may
join 20th Century-Fox as a producer in
England have been denied.

WARNER'S SCHEDULE
CALLS FOR 80 FILMS
New

York — Warner

Bros, again will pro-

duce 80 pictures for the coming season, 20
to be made in England, it was announced
by H. M. Warner, president, upon his return Monday from a seven-week tour of
European capitols. He was accompanied
by Sam E. Morris, vice-president in charge
of foreign distribution, and Joseph Bernhard, vice-president and general manager
of Warner theatres.
Warner said he looked into the television
field while abroad and was of the opinion
that when it finally reaches the commercial stage it will be propelled by the film
industry and will evolve as an aid rather
than competition to films.
Among the features to be made in Hollywood for next season two or three will be
in color, Warner said. Films with an
“educational” background, such as “The
Story of Louis Pasteur” will have a definite
place in the new schedule. Warner singled
out “Emile Zola” with enthusiasm, but reflected that such pictures seldom are profitable.
The company has no intention of expending its theatre activities abroad, he
added. The company’s English product
will be made at its Teddington studio, near
London. The Warner executives visited
Italy, Prance and the Scandanavian countries. Warner asserted that “there is no
more danger of war there than there is
here.”
BOXOFnCE
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BROADWAY
(Continued

from preceding page)

the Ritz restaurant, Passaic . . . Frank
Buck supervised screen tests at his Jungle
Camp in Amityville, L. /., to pick the
monkey hero and heroine for Columbia’s
serial, “Jungle Menace.” Al Sherman and
Jose Schorr were disinterested spectators
. . . From now on it’s a five-day week for
all NBC announcers. “Two full days of
relaxation a week will immeasurably increase the efficiency of these men,” said
Lenox R. Lohr, NBC president. First time
we knew talking was an effort.
Paramount has abandoned plans for
making a picture around the achievements
of Ted Peckham, operator of a New York
escort service, who recently sold the studio
the idea . . . William Liebling and Audrey
Wood have formed an association for the
marketing

of plays and the personal representatives of playwrights . . . Harold
Young and Danny Dare, director and
dance director, respectively, of Walter
Wanger’s “52nd St.,” are in town seeking
the sort of color that makes that street
what it is.
Having consolidated its motion picture,
radio, executive,, editorial, research and
promotion departments under one roof in
the new three-story building at 369 Lexington Ave., the March of Time is now one
big, happy family. A new projection room
accommodates 40 persons, there’s indirect
lighting, custom-built tables and a private
automatic elevator for the transportation
of films. Air conditioning, too.
Exciting plenty of memories is the original Dixieland Jazz Band, opening Wednesday on the Paramount stage. Starting
20 years ago in New Orleans, they rapidly
won international fame — with something
called “swing” music. In 1914 they were
Gotham’s star musical attraction at Reisenweber’s . . . Haven McQuarrie’s “Do You
Want to Be an Actor?” air show will tour
theatres . . . L. Jack Schlaifer, western division manager for UA, is back from Miami
. . . Shepard Traube, producer, director
and author of “So You Want to Go Into
the Theatre?” has deserted his first love
and signed up as executive assistant to
Moe Siegel, new Republic president.
Si Fabian threw a lot of cold water on
that rumor he’d take over the New Amsterdam, last stronghold of the musical
comedy on A2nd St. All he said was “Who,
me?” . . . Jacob Kinzler, father of Morris
Kinzler, Roxy publicist, paid his first visit
to the theatre in four years and on leaving
suffered a broken leg when a car hit him
. . . Charles Skouras went through a tonsil
(Continued on page 22)

Clericcd Forces Are Not
Included in Present
Union Setup
Philadelphia — The

unionization

of film

exchange employes which has been done
under cover for the past five weeks culminated April 23 in a mass meeting of
more than 200 at the Broadwood Hotel.
Most

Workers

Favor

Move

Since then practically all of the eligible
employes of the exchanges have either
signed up or have expressed their willingness to join the new imion.
The union will be chartered as local No.
7, Film Exchange Employes, affiliated with
the lATSE, an AFL union.
Membership in the union includes shippers, bookers, inspectresses and poster
department employes.
As yet no demands have been made to
the exchange management by union officials. However another meeting was scheduled for Friday, April 30, at which plans
for a collective bargaining contract were
expected to be completed.
No attempt was made to organize the
clerical help at the exchanges because this
group may come under the jurisdiction of
another union.
The chief organizers were Horace Johns,
business manager of the Philadelphia Moving Picture Machine Operators Union, and
Harry Cohen, a Warner projectionist.

AMPA

COFFER HIKE
DUE DINNER DANCE

New

Associated

York — The

Motion

Pic-

ture Advertisers (Ampa) was returned to
solvency Saturday night with a profit of
several hundred dollars reported from its
dinner dance at the Hotel New Yorker.
The affair served, incidentally, as an
accolade to incoming officers and to the
winners of Ampa’s second annual motion
picture advertising awards. All major companies and others had specimens on display in the various media classifications
in the exhibit at Loew’s State Theatre
Bldg, this week.
Gordon S. White was cheered at Thursday’s meeting as he laid down the gavel
after two years in the presidency. As anticipated, the nominees for office for the
ensuing year were elected unanimously.
The new officers are: President, Ralph
Rolan; vice-president, Paul Lazarus jr.;
treasurer, Paul Benjamin; secretary, Lester
Thompson; directors, Gordon S. White,
Mort Blumenstock, Rutgers Neilson, Edward Finney, “Hap” Hadley. Vincent Trotta was elected trustee for three years. The
new auditing committee consists of Paul
Gulick, chairman; Herbert Spencer Berg
and Kenneth

O’Brien.
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Catholics Fear an Influx
of "Strip Tease" Artists

New York — .Fear that the signing of
Gypsy Rose Lee, noted for her ability to
do a “strip tease,” by 20th Century-Fox
may establish a precedent which will eventually see the screen overrun with actresses
who have “little else to offer in the way of
ability,” is felt by leaders of Catholic organizations and womens’ clubs throughout
the country judging by the letters with
which they are bombarding the offices of
the Legion of Decency here.
“Undermining Influence”
The writers in almost every case feel
that the sudden wave of interest taken by
the major producers in burlesque artists
will “undermine the fine work of the various educational societies who have done
so much in recent years to raise the standards of the screen.”
The Catholic clergy, too, is incensed
about this recent development which they
feel is, in effect, letting down the bars of
the screen to personalities who have merely
attained notoriety in newspaper headlines.
This was the case in the early days of
silent films, when Evelyn Nesbit, involved
in the Harry K. Thaw-Stanford White
murder trial, starred in a series of films.
Although the Hays office, which has sanctioned the signing of Miss Lee, will not
permit her to do her specialty in “You
Can’t Have Everything,” the Catholic
bishops feel that the ultimate danger to
the industry will be the sensational type
of exploitation with which small town or
neighborhood exhibitors may endeavor to
sell the film to the public.
War

on

Alleged

Communism

Catholics also plan a nationwide “war”
on alleged Communistic film propaganda,
it was learned here this week. Edward J.
Shea, Knights of Columbus leader here,
has asserted that “at least 20 Communistic films, most of them relating to the
Spanish civil war, already have been distributed in the United States” and that
more are soon to be shown.

HEARING SET FOR
TRANS-LUX MOTION
New
York — A motion by Trans-Lux
Daylight Pictures Screen Corp , Trans-Lux
Movies Corp., and Percy N. Furber for
permission to amend their answer to the
complaint of Abraham Felt was to have
been heard in federal court April 30. Felt
is suing for $45,409 commissions allegedly
due him for obtaining sites for Trans-Lux
Theatres in Philadelphia, Baltimore and
Washington
ENFORCING

CURFEW

Glens Falls, N. Y. — Enforcement of a
new curfew law here for persons under 16,
which forbids them to be on the streets
unaccompanied after 9:15 p. m., begins
this weekend. The ordinance will affect
the Paramount and State theatres here.
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About 275 in Buffalo
Union-Minded

Buffalo — Approximately 275 minor
theatre employes here have signified
their desire to form unions, according to AFL organizers who conducted
two meetings here last week. The
workers include ticket takers, ushers,
matrons, scrub women and porters.
The meetings were part of an AFL
plan to organize theatre employes
throughout the country and followed
shortly the granting of a charter to
the local exchange employes union.

Soft Note Injected
in Gyssling Protest
Washington, D. C. — A soft note was injected in the loud protest voiced by Dr.
George Gyssling against the filming of
Universal’s “Road Back” when official
knowledge of the incident was denied here
by a commercial attache.
It is believed by sources close to the German embassy that German Consul Gyssling acted on his own initiative in the matter, thereby causing an embarrassing situation. “There has been no official notice
from Gyssling regarding the protest,”
BOXOFFICE
was told. “If there is any it
will come through regular channels.”
At the state department there was no
indication that any notification had been
received from the Anti-Nazi League. Secretary of State Hull declared the only
thing he knew regarding the whole incident was what he had read in the papers.

More Exports
Washington — Motion Picture films, sensitized, not exposed, reached a new high
in exports hitting a total dollar value of
$4,360,000 it was revealed here today, according to a special survey made by the
Foreign Commerce Department of the
United States Chamber of Commerce. According to the report, there was exported
in 1936 284,319,000 linear feet.

54 From Republic
New York — Republic will announce 54
features and four serials at the sales convention to be held May 31 to June 2 at
the Ambassador Hotel in Los Angeles, J. J.
Milstein, general sales manager, said here
Thursday.

Kenneth O’Brien, publicity man at the
United Artists home office in New
York, with his bride, the former Katherine Keller, following their marriage
in Los Angeles last week. This picture
toas sent by wirephoto from Los Angeles to the United Artists home office
in New York.

EXPANSION PLANNED
BY WORLD PICTURES
New York — World Pictures Corp. this
week announced an expansion program
for the new season to include release of 26
features, eight three-reelers and 13 onereelers, as well as acquisition of new personnel and the opening of theatres in key
cities. The company’s reorganization also
calls for establishment of branch offices
in Chicago, Boston and Los Angeles, and
new departments to handle foreign talent,
the sale of doniestic product to foreign
countries, and expansion of the 16mm.
field. The plans were announced by Irvin
Shapiro, general manager of World.
The company’s new product will be sold
in key cities on a franchise basis. Theatres acquiring franchises will be assured
a choice of at least 30 pictures each season as well as shorts and a continental
newsreel. The new theatre outlets will be
in cities where imported films are not now
shown.
A

deal

has

been

closed

with

George

Kraska, of Foreign Pictures Corp., to release his group of eight films, headed by
“The

Great

Love

of Beethoven,”

starring

Harry

Baur. Other independent distributors of imported product are discussing
deals to release through World, Shapiro
said. He plans to go abroad this summer
to acquire new product. Before he leaves,
a financial man and an executive with a
major company
piro said.

would

join World,

Sha-

Del. Corp. Notes
Dover. Del. — National Talent Pictures
Corp. was incorporated here to deal in
sound motion pictures with a capital of
$250,000 and 2,000 shares, no par value.
The incorporators are M. L. Rogers, L. A.
Irwin, and M. M. Nichols, of Wilmington.
Pacific National Theatres, Inc., has been
dissolved. A certificate of voluntary dissolution has been issued by the secretary of
state.
Fox Green Bay Theatre Corp. changed
its name to Fox Varsity Corp., New York,
with the secretary of state.
BOXOFFICE
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PIHIHILAKIELPHKA
PROMINENT Itaiian-Americans including
the Italian Consul, have been invited
to the opening of Warner’s new “Savoia”
Theatre in the heart of “Little Italy,”
Broad and Morris Sts. The opening is
scheduled for May 15. Warner is also
planning a Hollywood opening for the
“Prince and the Pauper” at the Boyd on
May 12.
Harold

Sidenberg, manager

of the Fox

Theatre, won the title of the ‘‘best-dressed
manager” in the east at a recent poll of
ushers.
Lyle Trenchard is getting his cabin
cruiser all ship-shape and will shove off
for the briny any day now.
Warner’s new Centre Theatre
dropped its admission prices.

has

May Berman will say the usual “I do” to
Morris Winokur in the near future. The
groom is head auditor at Benny-the-Bum’s.
The Shubert Theatre winds up its season this week with a gala party to the
trade and the newspaper boys.
The Colonial Theatre, razed by fire a
couple of months ago, will reopen within
a fortnight.
Oscar Neufeld is beaming. He just sold
a title to a producer for a new film and
got a fat check.
Nat Levy, of RKO, was in town last
week. Leonard Schlesinger is back looking swell after that pilgrimage to Omaha.
The column wishes to amend the error
made last week about Milt Rogasner. It’s
his wife who was ill and we wish her
speedy recovery.
Mrs. Lee Biben is planning a swell time
for the Ladies’ Auxiliary at the Variety
Clubhouse.
The

Arcadia Theatre has just been reseated. Ditto Bill Butler’s new Clearfield.

The Community Theatre at Benton, Pa.,
will be taken over by Pete Mazazzu on
May 3 and re-christened the Ritz. It was
formerly operated by O. C. Keller.
The

Varletarians

had

a

big night at

Benny-the-Bum’s last Thursday.
their first annual dinner dance.

It was

RKO Ups Quota Budget
New

York-— RKO

Radio

plans

to

in-

crease its budget on quota pictures made
in England for the year ending March 31,
1938, when the present quota act expires,
according to Phil Reisman, foreign sales
head, who recently returned from a world
tour of the company’s branches. RKO
produces from 15 to 17 pictures in England annually at the present time, Reisman said.

Postermen Plan to Make
Own Accessories for Less
Philadelphia — Simon

Buffalo Bank Night Ban
Threatens Again
Buffalo — Renewal

of Bank Nights. “It is unfair on the
part of theatre owners to demand the
prohibition of carnivals and at the
same time violate a law, which specifically prohibits Bank Nights," Roth
declared.

B. S. Moss Planning
Roadshow House
New

York

— What

Baltimore,

BALTIMOHE

Md. — The

BIDS

Westminster

tre, Westminster, Md., is taking sub-bids
for its new combination theatre, store and
office building, to cost about $50,000.
BOXOFTICE

:: May

Bachman,

salesman

for Grand National Pictures in this territory, has tendered his resignation to take
effect Saturday, May 1. From this date
he will take up his duties as branch manager for Monogram.
Latest information reveals the new exchange offices will be in the Horlacher
Bldg., 1031 Third St., N. W,

New
Thea-

as the

H. BACHMAN^ADS
MONOGRAM OFFICE

JULES LEVY
TAKE

is described

first motion picture theatre designed exclusively for the presentation of roadshow
productions will be built on Broadway, between 48th and 49th Sts., by the B. S.
Moss interests. In addition to being of the
smaller, intimate type, with only one floor
and 800 seats, a portion of the lounge will
be equipped for receiving and broadcasting
television programs.
Demolition of the present property gets
under way next week, and Eugene De Ross,
architect, plans to have the new house
ready in October. The cost is said to exceed $250,000. Last fall Moss opened the
new Criterion on Broadway, the project
representing an outlay of close to $500,000.

Washington — Harry

York

Plan

of the fight to

ban Bank Nights was threatened by
Councilman Roth of the North District after the legislative committee
had gone on record favoring rigid enforcement of the city ordinance prohibiting street carnivals and similar
forms of amusement. Councilman
Roth announced his intention to resubmit his proposal, previously defeated, which would compel the police department to stop the holding

Levy,

RKO

general

sales manager, is spending several days in
Philadelphia and Washington conferring
with Exchange Managers Frank L. McNamee and R. J. Folliard, respectively.

president

to Undersell

Libros said that his association, composed of more than 200 poster companies
all over the United States, is formulating
plans to make its own accessories and
undersell the producers.
“I

am

pledged
will be

sure

with

the

cooperative

action

by the independent poster men,
able to deleat this invasion by

producers

into

our

Held,"

Libros

we
the

said.

Libros who heads the National-Penn
Printing Co., here, said his organization
expects to get the support of the independent exhibitors who make up the bulk
of the industry in this country.
The poster association has formed a
company incorporated as the “Republic
Display Corp.” and will manufacture its
own stills, posters, inserts, slides, lobby displays and other accessories.
Mapping

Campaign

A publicity and advertising campaign
will start within the next ten days, Libros
announced.

VARIETY CLUB GOLF
TOURNAMENT
Washington — Local

Variety

SET

Club’s

an-

nual golf tournament set for Friday, May
21, will be held at Indian Springs golf
club, Silver Spring, Md. Chairmen Sam
Galanty and Harry Brown announce the
sale of tickets ($7.50 per) by Bob Pruett,
Variety club stewart, and at the offices of
Nat Brown, A1 Pratt and Sam Galanty.
To date more than 500 trophies have
been donated for the finalists as well as
prize-winning spcetators.
Invites have been posted to Pittsburgh,
Philadelphia and New York’s chapters of
National Variety and those expected to attend are Jules Levy, RKO general sales
manager: Abe Montague, Columbia’s sales
manager; William Sussman, eastern sales
executive for 20th Century-Pox, all from
New York. Philadelphia’s contingent may
comprise James Clark, president of Horlacher Delivery service; Harry Meiner,
Columbia branch manager. Pittsburgh’s
Arthur Levy, Columbia chief there, with
Joe Oulahan, Paramount branch manager
in Cincinnati.

RKO Net for Half

VISITS EXCHANGES

— - Jules

Libros,

of the National Poster Assn., this week
predicted that the poster rental plan recently adopted by Paramount and Warner “will be defeated.”

New

York — Testifying

at the RKO

re-

organization plan hearing, O. R. McMahon,
assistant treasurer, said that the company’s earnings for the first six months
of this year would be $2,172,771.
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Plan Erection of Four
Theatres in N. Y. Area

BROADWAY
(Continued

operation at the Johns
in Baltimore this week.

of building
York front

developed this week and if plans materialize four new theatres will be under
way shortly in Staten Island, Jamaica,
L, I,, Cohoes, N. Y., and Belvedere, N, J,

was

to have

been

broken

May

1

for an 800-seat house at New Dorp, Staten
Island. Louis Moses is the developer.

Jj[ENTON

soFRANKLIN,
the past two
journing in Richmond UAfor exploiteer

weeks because of his work on “History Is
Made at Night,” and because of his fondness for Virginia ham, has at last left the
city 13 pounds heavier, and several hams
wiser.
Miss

Dorothy

Schifjvian,

Marvin

Fabian Theatres. Inc., will build a 1,300seat house in Cohoes, N. Y., at Remsen
and White Sts. The circuit, which operates theatres in neighboring cities, has
added two other Cohoes theatres to its
chain. The Majestic was bought and the
Rialto leased, both from Northern N. Y.
Theatres, Inc.

Schenk's secretary, spent a couple of her
vacation days motoring around 'Virginia.
Other visitors during the past week have
included Leo Trainer, up from Norfolk;
Walter Vincent and J. D. Eagan, in from
New York for one day; Carrington Waddell
of the Princess in South Boston, for
twenty-four hours.

A new house for Belvedere, N. J., is the
present plan of S. D. O. Atkinson, who is
represented in nearby Phillipsburg.

Still on the sick list are Lois Allen who
has gone home from the hospital, and is
convalescing slowly at home, with her
broken vertabrae still in a cast; Kenneth

Other

Theatre

Notes

What remains of the old Capitol Theatre Bldg., in Haverstraw, N. Y., after a
fire leveled it last fall was sold at auction
this week.
The 600-seat house being built at 600
Main St., New Rochelle, N. Y., by Sam
Minskoff & Sons has been leased for 21
years to Samuel Strausberg, operators of
the Interboro circuit with houses in
Brooklyn and Queens. The lease calls for
a minimum rental of about $300,000, plus
a percentage of the gross receipts. The
house is to be in operation in October.
The 242-seat newsreel theatre in Grand
Central Terminal is to be opened with
elaborate ceremonies next week. It is hailed as the only structure of its kind in the
country.

NBR Spring Meeting
New

York — The National Board of Review will hold an all-day Spring conference for its 4-star clubs on May 15 here,
the sessions to be devoted to the showing
of pictures made by junior groups and an
open forum with club members and sponsors reporting on the year's work. Trophies will be presented to winners in the
“Make
4-star

Your Own Movies Contest” of the
clubs by Patricia Hagan, director

of the board’s

Young

Reviewers.

New Riser House
Washington — Local Exhibitor Henry
Hiser, present owner of the State Theatre,
Betheseda, Md., has revealed plans to build
a 1,000-seat house in addition to the State.
The exact location of the new theatre is
not known, but according to Hiser it will
be constructed within a short distance of
the older theatre.

22

19)

Hopkins

Hospital

Morris Epstein, local exchange manager, leave for California May 7 in advance of the annual sales meeting . . . Lou

Lifton

Atlas and Son are reported to have purchased a plot on the northeast corner of
Hillside Ave. and 169th St., Jamaica, the
present terminus of the 8th Ave. subway,
for a 1.000-seat theatre.
Ground

page

Arthur Lee, GB vice-president, Mrs. Lee
and their two children sail on the Queen
Mary May 5 for England . . . Sol Edwards,
eastern sales manager for Grand National,
and

New York — A sudden spurt
activity along a scattered New

from

Sickinger, maintenance man
tional, nursing an eye, injured
exploded in his face.

at the Nawhen a bulb

and John S. Harrington of Monogram have done likewise for Monogram,
and are already in Chicago . . . George
Weeks took his New Jersey and Gotham
sales force to lunch at the Tavern . . .
Lucy

Beaumont,

complete with steel desk, leather-covered
walls and comforting cushions.
Wade

Pearson,

former

State at Falls Church,

manager

has been

made

of the
divi-

sion manager for Neighborhood’s four
theatres just outside Washington, D. C.

PATHE REPORTS NET;
NAMES DIRECTORATE
New

York — Pathe Film Corp. and subsidiaries this week reported a profit of $59,372.72 for the three months ended March
31. 1937. The film developing and printing
sales, film rental income and income from
other operations amounted to $304,319.91.
From this sum the cost of sales and service to the amount of $291,399.08 was deducted, and interest and discount earned,
dividends and profit from sales of securities added to make the net profit.
Robert R. Young was elected a director
at the annual meeting of stockholders on
Tuesday and the following were re-elected
to the board of directors: O. Henry Briggs,
Henry J. Guild, Frank F. Kolbe, Robert M.
McKinney, W. C. Stettinius, Charles A.
Stone, Theodore C. Streibert, Charles B.
Wiggin.
Briggs was also re-elected president at
the first meeting of the board held immediately after the stockholders’ meeting.
T. P. Loach was re-elected treasurer and
secretary and A. F. Schwartz assistant
secretary.

last film

appear-

southern trip this week reporting
ness in that sector hunky-dory.

busi-

Manny Shure, for many years a theatre
manager in the midwest, most recently
resident manager of the RKO
Albee in
Cincinnati, has arrived in Gotham to take
over his new duties as manager of Goodman Ace of “Easy Aces” ion the airwaves).
They are boyhood friends . . . The sumptuous offices of Al Friedlander’s Fortune
Films and Advertising Agency in the RKO
Bldg, have been closed and combined with
Harry Thomas’s headquarters in the same
building
. .' Funeral
services
were
here last . week
for Mathilde
Welt,
wifeheld
of
Isidore Welt

Theatres are sprucing up for fair. The
Colonial is having its offices painted, arid
Sam Bendeim is glorying in the elegance
of his neio Neighborhood Theatre offices,

whose

ances were in “Maid of Salem” and “The
Devil Doll” died here this week at the age
of 68 . . . Cresson Smith, RKO division
manager; Harry Michalson, short subjects
sales manager, and Herb MacIntyre, southern district manager, returned from a

and

sister of Leon

of the Rosenblatt- Welt
With

the wayfarers;

Rosenblatt

circuit.
H. G. Knox,

Erpi

vice-president, has gone to the coast for
further conferences with producers and
studio heads . . . Joe Brandt departs for
his coast home next week . . . Al Selig put
most

of the week

in at Baltimore

in prep-

aration for the May 4 opening of “Silent
Barriers” at Keith’s . . . Jack Connolly of
Pathe News, Rudy Vallee and George M.
Cohan were aboard the He de France,
Europe-bound, when it steamed out Saturday. . . Linton Wells, publicity head, and
Beatrice Kaufman, eastern story chief, for
Sam Goldwyn, are back on Broadway after
coast conferences with the boss . . . Mr.
and Mrs. Jack L. Warner and Mr. and
Mrs. Lewis Milestone are en route from
California by boat . . . N. M. Schenck
due from Miami Beach next week.

is

Russell Moon, formerly of the Fox and
Publix circuits here, is now affiliated with
the RKO
Maijistreet in Kansas City as
assistant manager.
Stanley Kolbert, whose dad Simon is
associated with the Samuel Strausberg interests in the Interborough circuit, is
bouncing a baby boy . . . William Sussman
has severed connections with a troublesome
set of tonsils and is back at his desk at 20th
Century-Fox . . . Walter Reade jr., son of
the circuit operator, has been put in charge
of his dad’s board walk amusement enterprises at Asbury Park, N. J. . . . Don Alexander, head of Alexander Film Co., Coloroda Springs, Colo., is in town. As soon
as “2 Smiles,” his ocean-going cruiser,
checks in from the south, things will begin
to hum on the East river.
BOXOFnCE
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WAXSHII^CGTORI
^HERRY
blossoms nod Nipponese blooms
at scores of thousands of visitors here
among whom might be recognized Arthur
A. Lee, vice-president and general manager
of GB, with his wife, daughter and British
friend, Colonel Bromhead, and his daughter. Guests of his branch manager, Joe
Kaliski, Mr. Lee also found time to truck

20th-Fox Acpires Roxi]
Under Federal Court Okaij

a print of his out door epic, “Silent Barriers,” in the gladstone with the idea possibly of making the eyes of Johnny Payette
light at a private screening. Also glimpsed
by the blossoms, Eddie Ansin, renowned
New England circuit operator, with his two

New

York — A

three-story

film

the plan
the

stu-

daughters visiting Charlie Olive, Washington Allied chief. Incidentally Parke Ag-

dio for the production of shorts,
newsreels and screen tests will be

new, traveling auditor of Loew’s New York
office, also hit town, not, however, to see
the blooms — but the books.

erected here by 2Qth Century-Fox at
bAth St. and lOth Ave. The company

Packing

luggage

prior to entraining

Rudy

May

there join the ranks of the Lion’s legion
headed for the Cocoanut Grove’s Ambassador Hotel in the film city. Then to do or
die until small hours slaving over new
product plans.
Sam

Wheeler

also

awaits

his turn

National’s

take-over

of the Am-

On the move, Henry Hiser, let's his State
drift apace while he keeps personal tab on
“The Hiser Sweepstakes,” annual bowling
tournament at his Betheseda alleys. His
husky splattering of the pins, however,
doesn’t warrant worry from the Mrs. on
having the trophy shining job this year.
And neither should jury duty warrant
the time it demands, to cite the case of
Warner’s Bill Ewing versus jury duty. Monday morning found Bill with proper stern
visage but three hours waiting dropped
the spirits until the just jury was dismissed
for a two-day
been called.

holiday- — without

District Expansion
Costs Two Millions
Washington — Construction

Wheeler

back

from

Edgar

Moss

Joe Kaliski, it turns
the

out, spent

most

program launched by Warner in December, 1935. Since that time four new houses
(the Penn. Uptown, Sheridan and Calvert)
have been added in the District. The Calvert is being readied for its formal opening on May 6.
Sites and plans have been selected and
approved, but exact locations have not
been announced, pending conclusion of
contractual details. When the new group of
four houses is completed Warner will be
operating a total of 20 theatres in this
district.
MET

former chief, E. W. Hammons.
in Philly,” Sam calls it.

:: May
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LOSS

Metropolitan

HEADQUARTERS
Ji nXl
BETWEEN
Three

FOR
Sin

Garage

nearby — Cars

New

Under

is to be

STREET

has

agreed

as need

$100 participation in the event
tion of the new company.
Audit

for ad-

Shows

Quarter

of liquidaNet

however, does not include the New Year’s
week business, which was approximately
$77,000 this year.
The Roxy was valued at between

& MASSACHUSETTS

ALL

WITH

WEEKLY

called

and

England

Food
E.

line

by

door.

BATH

RATES
Rate

Served

CEARK,

AVENUE

bath — $4.00, $5.00, $6.00 a da.v.
Single rooms — $2.00, $2.50 a day

delivered.

Club Breakfast 15c to 65c
Lunchreons 25c to 50c
Dinners 50c, 76c, $1.00
GEORGE

to

An audit presented at Tuesday’s hearing before the special master showed a net
profit for the Roxy of $98,484 for the 13
weeks ended April 1, 1937. This compares
with a 13-week profit from January 3 to
April 2, 1936, of $30,869. The latter figure,

SPECIAL
for

ap-

the 20 years of their life. Holders of the
gold notes will receive preferred stock, one
share of preferred callable at $102 for each
$200 in claims and will be entitled to a

for families of four; parlor, two bedrooms,
rooms — $2.60, $3.00, $3.50, $4.00 a day

Excellent

Century-Pox

Six minutes’ walk from film district
minates from alt Back Bay Stations. Elevated bus
Transfers to all parts of Boston and suburbs.

150 ROOMS,
Suites
Double

which

EXHIBITORS WHEN
IN BOSTON
45S Columbus Ave.
W U ¥
Boston, Mass.

DARTMOUTH

re-

$8,000,000 and $8,300,000 by Leon Fleishman, who made an appraisal for the stockholders. This was on the basis of a $60,000 average v/eekly gross with a 70 per cent
operating overhead.

Playhouses,

. Inc., and wholly-owned subsidiaries this
week reported a net loss of $38,984 for the
year ended January 31, last.

“Reunion

Keith’s Hardie Meakin has stolen a
march on competition by booking “Shall
We Dance?” for opening 7 p. m. Tuesday,
May 4, which gives him plenty publicity
and ad space in drama sections as Ijcac
sheets are always open for more copy in
the earlier days of the week.
BOXOFFICE

PLAYHOUSE
—

of

The new theatre company will declare
no dividends except out of earned surplus
until the creation of depreciation reserves
of at least $110,000 annually. New 4 per
cent bonds will be exchanged for old bonds
and will be amortized at the fixed rate for

building program calls for the construction of neighborhood houses in Tenleytown, D. C.; Bethesda and Silver
Springs, Md., and Northeast Washington.
Each house will seat from 1,000 to 1,500.
These plans come as an extension of the

York

filed by stipulation.
plan,

right to issue such stock
ditional bond arises.

four

The

of

time summarizing his 13-year holdover with Educational when he spied his

the

were

amended

Twentieth

Warner theatres in this territory, announced last week by J. J. Payette, zone
manager, will cost approximately $2,000,000.

having

Philadelphia soiree at the Warwick, attended by quite a few of the real McCoy
in local, and near local, show circles such
as Carter Barron, Morton Thalhelmer, Abe
Lichtman, Frank Durkee, Elmer Nolle,
Walter Pacey, Sam Soltz, Bernard Depkin
and Joe Kaliski.

of

plan

advance $750,000 in cash to the new company. No common stock issue is proposed,
although the film company is given the

new

New

Sam

to start imme-

to

board the 20th Century-Fox convention
special to the same little Hollywood hostelry, while Harry Brown fidgets beside a
calendar with a May 12 red mark that
checks off his first trip to the gold coast,
and Grand
bassador.

with construction
diately thereafter.

the

proved by Federal Judge Caffey, 20th Century-Pox receives full control over the theatre company with the right to accept or
reject any films offered for exhibition.
The final session before the special master is scheduled for May 4 when a report
from accountants of the Securities and
Exchange Commission, participating as
friends of the court, will be submitted and
counsel for the various committees will
wind up their arguments.
Fox TO Advance Cash

expects to sign a long-term lease on
the 73 X 95 foot property early in
Berger will lead the cast of Loew’s salesfolk, along with Murray Greenfield and
Fred Rippengale, to the biggest city and

on

organization for the Roxy Theatre here
were concluded abruptly Tuesday by Special Master Pratt when amendments to

20th Century-Fox Plans
Eastern Studio
New

York — Hearings

50c

for

in the

24

hours.

Savoy

Also a la carte menu
No IJcense Dining Room
No room service charge
Manager

Cafe

Monogram's Force
Set for Chicago
New York — Franchise distributors, sales
managers and the home office personnel of
Monogram

Pictures,

totaling

100, will at-

tend the company’s convention at the
Drake Hotel in Chicago May 7 and 8 to
learn
season.

in detail President

W.

Ray

John-

ston’s plans for 42 features

for the 1937-38

Johnston will call the meeting to order
on Friday morning. Another meeting is
scheduled for the afternoon and the evening will be devoted to a dinner and reunion of franchise holders. Saturday also
will be devoted to sessions, with a convention banquet scheduled for the evening.
Executives

From

Both

Coasts

Among those who will address the gathering, in addition to Johnston, are: Edward
A. Golden, sales manager; Scott R. Dunlap, vice-president in charge of production; Sol A. Rosenblatt, former NRA film
code administrator; O. Henry Briggs, president of Pathe Film Corp.; Norton V.
Ritchey, general manager of the export
department; Herschel Stuart, treasurer,
and

Louis S. Lifton, advertising
licity head.

Special

cars

will leave

and

New

pub-

York

on

Wednesday afternoon. Steve Broidy, manager of the Boston branch, and the salesmen from that office will board the train
at Albany and William Hurlbut, Sam
Decker and salesmen will be picked up
at Detroit.
Before leaving for Chicago, Scott R.
Dunlap signed two important juvenile
stars, Jackie Cooper and Mickey Rooney,
for Monogram special productions on the
new program. Cooper will star in “Boy
of the Streets” and Rooney in the Edward
Eggleston classic, “The Hoosier Schoolboy.”
New
New

Monogram

Branches

York — Monogram

this

week

an-

nounced the managers of the company’s
offices in Washington and Phila-

branch
delpliia.
Sam Rosen

has

been

put

in charge

of

METROITES MEET;
20TH-FOX READYING
New

York — Attending the M-G-M annual sales convention now being held in
Los Angeles are the following company
members from the eastern territory; Benjamin Abner, Robert Cuming, David A.
Levy and Howard Levy from New Jersey;
John J. Bowen, Edward Carrier, Robert
Ellsworth, Han-y W. Miller, Milton Douglas Peck, Edward Renick and William A.
Scully from New York; Salem E. Applegate, James M. Ashcraft, Joseph E. Farrow,
Benjamin Hayney, Nicholas P. Lloyd, Robert Lynch, Joseph Morrow, Clarence C.
and George Schwartz from Philadelphia; Jerome A. Adams, Rudolph Berger, Phil Bobys, Harry Cohen, Jacob M.
Goldberg, Murray Greenfield. Norman
Pyle, Fred G. Rippingdale and Frank J.
Scully from Washington, D. C.; William

Harry Bachman has been appointed manager of the Washington
branch, to be housed in a building being
constructed on New Jersey Ave., near K St.
Personnel for the New York exchange,

Devaney, Arthur Horn, Ralph Pielow, Herman Ripps and William Williams from
Albany; and Jack Gilmore, Abe Harris,
Ralph

W. Maw, Edward K. O’Shea, Bernard J. Ross, Marion M. Ryan and Alexander W. Weissman. Buffalo.
20th-Fox

Conventioneers

New York — Slated to attend the 20thFox annual sales convention to be held in
Los Angeles for four days, starting May 31,
are thirty-nine delegates from this area.
They include Moe Grassgreen, T. Scheinberg, Ben Dare, D. Houlihan and E. Sichel
from Albany; Harry H. Buxbaum, Joseph

branch that will be company-operated, will be named next week. All other
distribution is through territorial franchise
holders.

RCA- AT&T Win Step
Wilmington, Del. — A preliminary injunction in the case of RCA and AT&T,
against the Collins Radio Co., of St. Louis,
Mo., was granted by Judge John P. Nields
in the U. S. district court here Wednesday.
RCA

22-B

Credit

New

Regime

The

gain in actual earnings of approximately $860,000 over the last fiscal year
is attributed to the fact that the company
is emerging from reorganization and that
with the election of Barney Balaban to
the presidency the new regime has applied
methods which have solved numerous operating problems.
Earlier, the board of directors announced
estimated earnings for the first quarter
ended April 3, 1937, of $1,687,518 after
taxes and charges, or 72 cents on 2,330,449
shares of common.
The transfer to surplus of $6,012,250.52
is computed after all charges and contingency reserves of $632,500 and after

J. Lee, Moe Sanders, Morris Kurtz, William Schutzer, Richard Gledhill, Abe
Blumstein, Seymour Florin, George Blenderm.an, A1 Mendlesohn and E. McManus

on acquisition of the company’s 6 per cent
debentures acquired for sinking fund pur-

from

New York; Sam Gross, Alfred J. Davis, William Humphries, Ben R. Tolmas,
C. Glenn Norris, F. J. Kelly, J. Howard
Smith, Alfred True and George Fleischman from Philadelphia; Sam N. Wheeler,
Sam Diamond. Fred B. Klein, Jerry A.
Murphy, John Skillman, Mrs. Sara Young,
Joseph Cohan and Ira Sichelman from
Washington; Sydney Samson, W.
D.
Rowell. G. E. Dickman, Maurice Kempner,
L. E. Blumenfeld
falo.

and

E. Stamp,

Six Canadian exchanges
delegates to the meeting.

from

Buf-

will also send

Gen. Theatres Net
New

York — Net income of General Theatres Equipment for the first quarter of
1937 was $291,464, equal to 54 cents a
share on 541,161 shares of stock, E. G.
Hines, president, reported at the annual
meeting of stockholders on Tuesday. The
company is developing new apparatus designed to help sales, he said, and the outlook for the rest of the year is favorable.
M. V. Carroll was elected a director to
succeed the late A. W. Loasby. All the
officers, including

Hines,

were

re-elected.

GN First Run

and

1,507,016
feedback
tubes in
currents

AT&T charged Collins had infringed on two DeForest patents Nos.
and 1,507,017 which are known as
circuit for use with radio vacuum
creating high frequency oscillating
for radio transmission.

The actual earnings, before application
year.
of $2,000,000 special inventory reserve, were
$4,012,250.52, as compared with $3,153,000
for the previous year.

applying the $2,000,000 of special inventory reserve provided at the close of 1935
for certain high cost pictures, and includes
$331,819.75 and $123,230.91 representing
respectively net capital gains and profit

St.

third

New York — Paramount Pictures, Inc.,
on Tuesday reported profit for the fiscal
year ended January 2, 1937, of $6,012,250.52
applicable for dividends, as compared with
a reported $653,000 for the previous fiscal

Pippin

Monogram Distributing Corp. in Philadelphia. His office is being readied at 1241
Vine

Six Million Para.
Profit for 1936

New

York — “23 V2 Hours Leave,” produced by Douglas MacLean for Grand National, starts its first run at the Central
Theatre here May 8.

Income

poses.

Report

Income is broken down as follows : Theatre receipts, film rentals, sales of film accessories and rentals, $102,820,646.55; dividends from affiliated companies, $2,760,727.82; other income, $1,765,741.53. Total
income was $107,347,115.90.

Abraham

Greenberg

Philadelphia — ^Abraham

Greenberg,

wid-

ely known Philadelphia and Camden exhibitor, died last Friday at his home in
Camden. He was 76. He was formerly
connected with the Stanley Company of
America and operated the Grand Theatre,
Camden. He also ran several theatres in
Atlantic City.

WM.
Baltimore,

HOFMEISTER
Md. — William

DEAD
Hofmeister,

86

years old, treasurer and director of the Associated Theatres, Baltimore, which operates 12 neighborhood houses in the city,
died last week at the Church Home and
Infirmary after a short illness. He had
many other business interests and was one
of the leading residents of East Baltimore.

CAPITAL

VARIETY

Washington — The

HOLDS
welfare

BENEFIT
committee

of

Tent 11, Washington’s chapter of National Variety, under Chairman Rudolph Berger, Friday, April 23, inaugurated its first
benefit for worthy institutions.
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Exploitation Preview Is Arranged Conveniently for Clipping and Filing for Future Reference.

UNDER

FIRE

— 20TH CENTURY-FOX
Tlie Cast: Don Ameche, Loretta Young, Sig Rumann,
Katherine DeMille, John Carradine, Marold Huber. Frances Drake, Walter Catlett,
Borrah Minnevitch, E. E. Clive Don Alvarado. Clyde Cook. Producer;
George
Fowler,

Marshall. Original Story: Walter TTackett. Screenplay:
Ernest Pascal. Photographer: Ernest Palmer.

Gene

What it's about:
Fleeing as General Montrero (Sig Rumann) and his soldiers
capture a Spanish town are Myra Cooper (Loretta Young), being
taken to England on a jewel-theft charge by Tracy Egan (Don
Ameche), and Lieutenant Chavez (Harold Huber), who has been
doomed to die because he failed to purloin the famous Peralta
jewel case, which Montrero wants. Myra persuades Chavez to
help her escape Egan. Chavez, thinking Myra has the Peralta
jewels, captures her, and posing as Egan, attempts to get out of
the country with an official escort. Egan chases them, and
Chavez, seeing the game is up, escapes. Egan and Myra board
a British vessel, which is overhauled by a gunboat. Myra proves
she really did not steal the jewels, and after the gunboat has
been defeated they head out to sea and safety.

WHAT

to do and HOW

to do it:

The first picture to be released dealing with the current
Spanish revolution, this reunites Loretta Young and Don Ameche,
who appeared together in “Ramona” and “Love Is News.” A
splash lobby display on trends in the Spanish trouble can be
worked out with a liberal supply of blown-up newspaper headlines through which the faces of Ameche and Miss Young are
smashing. The pair should receive marquee credits, with Harold
Huber, Prances Drake and Walter Catlett earning supporting
credits.
Ameche and Miss Young meet and fall in love during the
bombardment of a Spanish city. Through newspaper stories
conduct a search for the married couples in town who met under
the strangest circumstances.
HARMONICA TIEUP
Contact local exchangemen for information concerning the
harmonica tieup which has been effected for Borrah Minnevitch,
who has a prominent part in the picture. Tie up with drugstores on window displays of Campana Italian Balm, which is
advertised on the “First Nighter” program over the radio with
Don Ameche as its star.
Tie up with music stores on a Borrah Minnevitch harmonica
display. Conduct a harmonica contest on the stage for juveniles.
Have a local newspaper run a layout of Loretta Young with
Ronald Colman, Clark Gable, Tyrone Power, Robert Taylor and
Don Ameche, all of whom have appeared opposite her in previous
pictures, and offer prizes of tickets or other gifts to those who
write the best letters giving their ideas as to which of the leading men they prefer to see as Miss Young’s co-star.
FLASH BALLYHOO
For a flash street ballyhoo, mount a field-piece machine gun
or anti-aircraft gun, obtainable from the local military post or
American Legion headquarters, on a truck and parade it about
town with two uniformed guards.
Much of the action revolves around the legal ownership of
the “Peralta jewels,” which suggests tieups with local
on window displays. The familiar “Treasure Hunt” can
used to advantage, conducting a search for the “Loretta
pearls. Furnish clues in puzzles or stories in newspapers.
Plant stills which show airplane scenes with local
company’s ticket offices.

jewelers
also be
Young”
airplane

Adlines:
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World
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.
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.
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.
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OLD SOAK

— M-G-M

The (’ast: Wallace Beery, Lynne Carver, Janet Beecher, Betty Furness, Eric Linden, Una Merkel. Judith Barrett, James Bush, Robert
Me Wade. Ted Healy. George Sidney. Producer: Harry Rapf. Director:
J. Walter Ruben. Original Stor> : Don
Marnuis. Screenplay: A. E.
Thomas.

What

Photographer:

t'lyde

De

Vinna.

it's about:

Clem

Hawley

(Wallace

Beery)

is a

shiftless, good-hearted

“old soak" who spends his time in a pre-repeal speakeasy “working on an invention.” His son Clemmie (Eric Linden) needs
money desperately to avert a prison sentence for embezzling,
and Cousin Webster Parsons (Robert MeWade), who has been
attempting to buy some valuable stock from Matilda Hawley
• Janet Beecher), the “old soak’s” wife, offers to lend Clemmie
the money if he’ll get the stock for him. Matilda misses the
stock: she suspects Clem, her husband. Clemmie finds it was
worth

about eight times what he sold it for, while his speculations, made to get money for Ina (Judith Barrett), a night-club
dancer, are worse off than ever. Clem rallies to the cause by
trailing Clemmie and Ina. obtaining a confession, and bluffing
Webster into returning the stock.

WHAT

to do and

HOW

to do it:

Build Wallace Beery up as the principal attraction in this
feature. Give him chief credits on marquee billing and advertise
him in lobby displays to draw in his many fans. Prepare a lobby
easel layout depicting scenes from Beery’s past performances in
“Treasure Island,” “The Champ,” “The Big House,” “Old Hutch,”
etc., with his portrayal in “Good Old Soak” centering the display. Give additional advertising credits to Una Merkel, Eric
Linden and Ted Healy.
Man

Run a gag contest through a newspaper to find “the Laziest
in Town,” basing the theme on Beery’s shiftless characteristics in “Good Old Soak.”
As a title tieup run a contest asking newspaper readers to

send in their favorite “drunk” stories, with
awarded to the best story submitted each day.
NOVEL LOBBY LAYOUT
A novel lobby layout can be prepared
“family album” with
portrait of a member
each picture. Make
regard

a

pair

of passes

by constructing

a large

moving pages, on each of which is a large
of the cast, with suitable captions beneath
a tieup with a local photographer in this

by planting around the “album”
ioned family group portraits obtained

some
from

quaint old-fashthe photograph

studio.
The

title tieups are almost

unlimited.

Arrange

a display of

sponges in a drugstore window, labeled: “Our Florida sponges
hold more water than ‘The Good Old Soak’ does whisky. And
they’ll help a lot more than he would with the spring housecleaning.” Make similar tieups with vacuum cleaners.
Tie up with hardware supply houses on lawn sprinkling systems, hoses and watering cans: “’Give That Thirsty Garden the
‘Good Old Soak’ It Needs to Bring That Fresh Greeness Back.”
Placarding the displays “Get ready for the ‘Good Old Soak’,”
make tieups on rainy season merchandise such as umbrellas, raincoats, galoshes, top-dressing for automobiles, windshield wipers,
non-skid tires and tire chains, roofing paint, etc.
THE DOGHOUSE ANGLE
Tieups

can

be made

with

florists and

confectioners

on

the

angle: “Even if you’re not an ‘Old Soak’ you get in the doghouse once in a while. 'When you do, the quickest way to square
yourself with the little woman is to bring her some delicious
EonTon chocolates or fresh-cut flowers.”
Stills are obtainable showing Beery
shoulder.

Use

with

a

these as the basis of a pet-shop

parrot

on

his

tieup — “A bird of

Tie up with investment houses on the line: “Are your worries driving you to drink? Ask about our easy payment loan
a picture.”
plan,” using stills of Beery in a speakeasy.
Plant a clothing-store dummy dressed in a disreputable
tuxedo, with a battered tophat, in front o’ the theatre, drapin'’;
him on a telephone pole or lamp post. Place billing on his back.

Adlines:
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MISSUS

AMERICA

— RKO RADIO
The Cast: Victor Moore, Helen Broderick, Anne Shirley, Alan Bruce,
Mira McKinney, Frank M. Thomas, Ray Mayer, Ada Leonard, Ricardo
Mandia, Mickey Daniels, Jay Upson, Frank Anthony, Virginia Sale.
Producer: A1 Lewis. Director: Joseph Santley. Original: Jack Goodman. Albert Rice. Screenplay: Albert Levanthal.

What

it's about:

Otis (Victor Moore), Fosterboro’s leacting barber, is forced to
neglect his business to take care of the house work which his wife
Emma (Helen Broderick) neglects in order to enter every hair
brained contest that comes along, much to Otis’ disgust. With
Otis’ help Emma manages to win a regional prize as the ideal
housewife and the two leave for the finals in Atlantic City. There
Otis discovers that the husbands of the other contestants feel
as he does so they decide to stage a burlesque contest dressed in
comical bathing suits. Otis delivers a scathing speech attacking
the contestants which starts a free-for-all fight. After it is
all over the two return home, Emma happy at being declared
the winner, but cured of all desire to enter other contests.
WHAT

to (do antd HOW

to (do it:

Victor Moore and Helen Broderick, with several previous costarring pictures behind them, are a sure bet for the star billing
on the marquee. Anne Shirley and Alan Bruce should be given
mention as the romantic leads.
Promote a contest among readers of one of the local newspapers, to determine their selections for the title “Missus America”— or the most famous married woman in America today.
On a lesser scale have the readers choose a local woman as the
one best representing the average married woman of the community. On her confer the title of “Missus Blanktown.” Make a
lobby display from photos of these two women and of Miss
Broderick.
Many advertising tieups can be made predicated on the idea
that the average housewife chooses certain brands of foods and
merchandise in order to maintain her household in the best, yet
most economical fashion.
COOKING

CONTEST

In this connection promote a cooking contest among the local
housewives having them use ingredients endorsed by local
merchants. Hold the judgings in the theatre or high school auditorium, with prominent persons acting as judges.
Get the endorsements of prominent local women for a certain brand of household appliance, using the idea that: “The
ideal housewife uses the ideal method of cleaning (cooking, sewing, washing) by choosing the Hoover vacuum cleaner.”
Have the local women send in their favorite recipes to the
editor of the local woman’s page and have them all run in a
given edition under the caption “Missus Blanktown’s Favorite
Recipe.” Use pictures of the contributors.
Use stills of Miss Broderick to make tieups with local merchants, basing the ads on the idea that “Missus America puts
her stamp of approval of the Ford V8 (etc).
With the cooperation of the local press, promote an essay
contest, in which the men are asked to describe in 200 words
their “Ideal Wife” and the women, their “Ideal Husband.” Run
the essays in the newspaper and use reprints for a lobby display
board, with photographs of the winners.
FASHION

TIEUPS

Fashion tieups can be made by using figures dressed in costumes of various American periods accompanied by a figure attired in the latest fashion. Have copy which tells the smart
woman shopper that “Missus America — and Miss — buys her 1938
me del togs at the Bon Marche Shop.”
Erect a box for the lobby, properly equipped with mirrors
and lights which when peered into will reflect the looker’s image.
Have copy on the box inviting all the ladies to have a look at
“The Most Popular Woman in Blanktown.’’
Have the picture endorsed by members of all the local
woman’s organizations.
Adlines:
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THE GIRL SAID NO
—GRAND

NATIONAL

The

Cast: Robert Armstrong. Harry Tyler, Edward
Brophy, Irene
Hervey, William Danforth, Vera Ross, Paula Stone. Holmes Herbert,
Gwili Andre, Max
Davidson, Franlc Moulan, Carita Crawford, Tudor
Williams, Alan Rogers. Producer: Andrew- D. Stone. Director: Andrew
L. Stone. Screenplay: Betty Laidlaw, Robert Livel.v. Photograjiher:
Ira Morgan

What

it's about:

Jimmie
bet when

Allen
he

(Robert

Armstrong), a bookie, loses a $1,000
Proctor (Irene Hervey) and she

Pearl

up

picks

rolls him for his money. Swearing he’ll make her pay it back,
he convinces Pearl that he is a talent scout, and signs her to a
stage training contract on which he makes a cut. She signs on
the guarantee she’ll be starred within 60 days. Jimmie uses a
theatre whose custodian owes him money and whose owner is
away. Enlisting the keepers of his boarding house, Howard and
Hathaway ( William Danforth and ’Vera Ross ) , who rehearse Gilbert and Sullivan in their basement, he opens a spurious show. Falling in love with Pearl, Jimmie confesses his trick,
interrupting the performance. The theatre owner comes in, enjoys the show so much he agrees to back it, and all ends well.
Beatrice

WHAT

to do and

HOW

to do it:

This comedy romance with music carries as its most novel
feature the first screen presentation of a Gilbert and Sullivan
operetta — one of the most popular the English composers wrote —
"The Mikado.” "Vera Ross and William Danforth. who appear in
the film, are old-time Gilbert and Sullivan stars, may be known
to theatre-goers who remember that era. Sell this point in advertising, and give Robert Armstrong, Irene Hervey and Edward
Brcphy top marquee billing.
CONTACT

MUSIC

STORES

Build most of your exploitation campaign around the famous
Gilbert and Sullivan operetta. Invite music classes at local
schools, as well as private pupils and instructors, to attend. Contact local music stores to have them conduct a strong campaign
cn the sale of ‘‘The Mikado” recordings, as well as other compositions by these musicians. Conduct a brief "Semi-Classical”
program over a local radio station, plugging the picture heavily,
and playing Gilbert and Sullivan music.
Prepare a streamer art layout above the theatre entrance
with the picture title spelled out in musical notes. Superimpose
portraits of the leading players on some of the notes.
AMATEUR

SONG

As a title tieup, prepare
On

WRHERS

CONTEST

a poster campaign

a poster strip, or on separate

cards, have

along these lines:
pictures

of a Ger-

man girl saying “Nein!” — a Spanish girl saying "Nunca!” — a
French girl saying “Non!” — and beneath the displays, “It’s the
same the world over — ‘The Girl Said No!’ ”
Innumerable title tieups can be worked out with clever angles on displays of flowers, candy, deodorants, toothpaste, soaps,
and jewelry — particularly on engagement and wedding rings.
Hook up a cutout portrait head of Miss Hervey in the lobby in
an animated display, giving the
through a small electric motor.

head

a

side-to-side

movement

Hold a contest for amateur song-writers around the picture
title, with a local music teacher or the manager of a music store
as judge.
MYSTERY GIRL TIEUP
A splendid

merchandise

tieup can

be arranged

by advertis-

ing that a “mysterious girl” will make the rounds of local stores
during a certain time each day. To those who succeed in identifying her she says “No!” and hands out theatre and picture
advertisements, intermingled with inexpensive merchandise orders and theatre tickets.
Make

up throwaways

and

heralds

for the mailing

list printed

to resemble old-fashioned opera programs, in which the “Mikado”
presentation is strongly featured.
As Armstrong plays a bookie in the film, throwaways could
be prepared as ‘‘hot tips,” saying the picture is a sure 100-to-l
shot for an entertainment natural. Sign the tips “Jimmie Allen.”

Adlines:
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EAST MEE
As Theatre Owners Turn Summer
Losses Into Profits with

"CLEVER, THESE CHINESE!"

In Shanghai, for example,
theatres like the Grand, play
to full houses

regardless

of

the

heat and humidity outside. The secret? Carrier Air
Conditioning!

WHY don't you join the thousands
of theatres throughout

the world

that have said "Goodbye Forever" to
summer slumps? That play all summer to record crowds, without reducing admission rates as much as a
nickel? You can — with Carrier Air

com/orta

bj.

Conditioning. For your Carrier System keeps the interior of your theatre
as cool, clean and refreshing as a

of theatre — large or small — old or

mountain breeze. It's easy to install
— for Carrier has designed equipment to meet the needs of every size

found that one day's extra profits
paid the operation costs of Carrier
Air Conditioning for half a week.

CARRIER

CORPORATION,

850 Frelinghuysen
Without
"12 Facts

ing for Theatres."
NAME
THEATRE
ADDRESS
CITY

Ave., Newark,

obligation,
About

Desk

please

Carrier

513,
N. J.

send

me

Air Condition-

new. It's economical — the Uptown
Theatre, Sedalia, Mo., for example,

By calling your Carrier representative now, you can avoid the summer rush, and have your installation
made without interrupting daily business. And equally important — you
can avoid steadily increasing building costs! Shall we mail you complete information, today?

There's No
Time to LoseACT NOW!

ABOVE
is a splendid example
of the "intimate" type of house which is
setting a new style and operation trend in the motion
picture field. It is the DELUXE, Brooklyn, owned and operated by
Mr. M. Bleendes and is the work of Architect C. A. Sandbloom of New York City. 600
Heywood Streamline Chairs with dull chrome trim and rust mohair on the back . . . rust
Redo on the spring edge seat . . . were selected for this swanky, modern house. The
Heywood Streamline Chairs lend sparkle, character, and comfort to the orchestra of the
Deluxe . . . harmonize perfectly with Mr. Sandbloom's skillful interior treatment.
Heywood Streamline Chairs have oodles of exclusive, practical features that merit your
serious consideration for new houses ... for modernization ... for reseating. May we
tell you in detail about these modern, comfortable, beautiful seats that are boosting box
office receipts all over the country?

HEYWODO-WAKEFI

GARDNER
BOXOFFICE
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COMFOPT.

Greatest Star of them all

Whoever may be on the screen,
the patron is in the seat. Stars come
and stars go, but seat comfort
pulls patronage the year ’round. We
are specialists in seating comfort.
Asfc 05

ABOUT RESEATING YOUR THEATRE

American Seating Company
Public Seating

GRAND

30

for Every School,

RAPIDS,

MICHIGAN.

Theatre,

Church,

Auditorium

and

Bus Requirement

Branch Offices and Distributors in All Trade Areas

The MODERN

THEATRE

SECTION

XHJE

(Title
A

SECTION

TO

THE

registered
OF

U.

S. Patent

BOXOFFICE

DEVOTED

MECHANICS
OF MODERN
STRUCTION, OPERATION AND

Edited and Conducted

Office)

FEATURED

EXPRESSLY

THEATRE
CONMAINTENANCE.

by J. HARRY

Seating Still Sets Pace
Property Salvation
Aiis<*l M.

TOLER

Moore

in Theatre
32

applauds

the

seating:

in-

dustry for its aggressiveness and introduces a nuin]>er of its newest creations.
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interviews

and gets anotlier
agenient on Main

success
Street.

C.

J.

story

(iaraisl

of

Seliinidf

or ... A Warning
3G
presents

an

interesting

littie prologue witli a bit of good
ing in tile epiiogue thereto.

We're peculiar people — these wayward customers
of yours — Mr. Picture Show Man.
Our moods of the moment determine our tastes for
entertainment. Most of us go to your picture show to
please ourselves. Some of us go to get away from
ourselves and our routine worries. Still more of us
go to please someone else.

When we buy a ticket at your window, we instantly become your severest critic. That little piece of
paper your cashier hands us in exchange for a few
paltry pennies puts you on the spot. Our pleasure is
then entirely in your hands.
To some of our ilk the picture means everything.
To others it is only an important incident. But to our
great majority, a comfortable chair in your theatre
has more to do with our disposition to come again
than all the double features you can dish up to us.
The seat you provide for us to sit in is the one article
of your eguipment that comes into actual personal
contact v/ith our bodies. For that reason, if for no
other, we admonish you to look carefully to the condition ofyour seating.
You may

occasionally

offend our intelligence with

a show we don't like. But we'll be
reasonable and most forgiving — if
you make us comfortable.

reason-
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M. T. Fire.stone suggests to showmen
that
they look well aliead in tlieir arrangements
for air conditioning.
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A
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Most

Environment

40

Victor A. ISigaumont
ing” and deserilies a
for patron comfort.

decries ‘Merry buil<lnew project jjianned

e

A

And so it goes. But here's a little rule that applies
to all of us folks that constitute the profit and loss element to your business: We do love to relax.

maii-

•

Overheard in the Lobby
on the Way
Out
David

Charles

New Era Confronts
Motion Picture

the

Sound
42

Thomas F. Jo.vcc tells tlieatre men wiiat's
in prospect and how to piovide for it.

•

111 Years of Service to the
Lovers of a Nation

Comfort
48

Helen

3\ent reviews the progress of a pioneer in seating' service; presenting tlie
acorn and the oak from which it grew.

•

Evaporative Heat Transfer a Common
Sense
Solution to Theatre Cooling
Arebie
air

S.

.Feinberg

defends

cooling- .system with
ciency and its economic
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Seating Still Sets Pace in
Theatre Propertg Salvation
By Ansel M. Moore
Comfort, cm added attraction that clicks
with the customers, continues to head the
list of things exhibitors are providing in the
promotion of greater patronage.
EATING is unquestionably the bellwether of theatre equipment business.
It has led and still leads in the grand
march of theatre property modernization
which started slowly back in ’33 and has
gained momentum with every month until
today it can be said truthfully that the
theatre improvement business is booming.
And a most sensible and orderly boom
it is. Not the kind that creates over-expansion and a build-up to a later let-down;
but a practical process of property rejuvenation in which all elements of theatre
equipment business are taking some part.
To the seating industry largely belongs
the credit for having initiated and encouraged the correction of one of the most
serious drawbacks to sustained theatre
patronage — discomfort. They’ve done a
good job, these seating people, in carrying
the torch for and sounding the tocsin long
and lustily in the cause of comfort as a
major essential of theatre modernization.
By the very aggressive persistence of its
educational campaign, the theatre seating

industry has done much to instill the “comfort first’’ idea in the minds of theatre
ownership and management. As a result,
many a theatre has already been built or
rebuilt “around its seating.” By that it is
meant that thousands of the converts to
the call of comfort have erected new theatres or modernized old ones directly as a
result of a desire on the part of theatre
owners to effect a fundamental improvement. Comfortable seating has been in

many such instances the preliminary
thought and the guiding impulse.
Leadership is quite a natural position for
theatre seating to assume. To seat a theatre properly entails a rather large investment as compared to other essential mechical requirements of the modern theatre.
Consequently, the showman who plans a
new house or proposes to make improvements in an old one usually contemplates
the cost of seating as one of the first items
in his budget. And well he should, because of the very nature and function of
a theatre seat.
Seating: Company's line offers this representative model in which “Neck-to-Knee Comis the outstanding: objective. Its adaptability to modern decorative treatment is well
pronounced.
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that seat service is something he actually
sells to his public. The chair his patron
pays for the privilege of using during the
course of a performance is a rather personal provision. It happens to be one of
the few habiliments of house appeal that
comes into actual physical contact with
the customer. There can be no question
about its very personal importance to the
patron.
Manufacturers of theatre seats deserve
the plaudits of the entire theatre industry
for the part they have played in raising
the standards by which good motion picture entertainment is now being judged.
We have indeed come a long way since the
old style, flimsy veneer seat — the straightjacket of the early period in picturedom —
used to cramp and constrict the human
body into a hopeless mass of misery. Yet
do we still find a few of these torture racks
in use even today.

Anierioan Seating- Conii>any’s new
inetal-olad
ehair with the new Lin-O-Lite standard. This
iiKKlel designed and pnHlueed by American
Seating Company
is fully protected by design
and mechanical i>atents.

Invin

Ideal Seating Company’s latest has a reversed
curve back for comfort in any po.sture the body
may
assume. An easy chair with added leg
room and good looks.

A

Personal

Provision

The theatre owner sometimes overlooks
or minimizes to his later regret, the fact

The modern theatre chair, if it could
but express itself, would probably disclaim
any relationship to its predecessor — the old
plywood pillory of the pre-war era. To
look at some of these new creations one
could hardly associate them with the crude
affairs of the early days of moving pictures.
Today’s theatre chair is a comely piece

* Cover Illustration
Three

typical examples

of the modern

trend in theatre seating in which the comfort of patrons is a prime consideration.
Reading from top to bottom: The Miller
Theatre at Festus, Mo.; the Criterion
Theatre on Times Square in New York;
the Uptown Theatre in Washington, D. C.
Seating Service is no idle boast in the
modern theatre of the moment.
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manufacturer who told this reporter: “We
have made many changes in our chair
construction during the past eighteen
months. To add more comfort we redesigned our spring construction in such a
way that we have added softness without
sacrificing durability. We have increased
the depth of our seats and backs so that
a person now sits in the chair and not on
it. As far as appearance

is concerned, we

found that there is beauty in simplicity,
and we find also that all architects are
working along these lines. The day of
crazy-quilt patterns is past.”
The

International Seat Corporation’s current contribution to theatre seating: comfort is well
represented by this late streamlined moclel, new
in posture shape and pitch of seat.

Seating

Situation

All companies reporting tell us that 1936
was a banner year for theatre chair business. And some of them tell us that their
volume of installations thus far into 1937
bids fair to outstrip their records for last
year by from 50 to 100 per cent.
Prices have increased a bit since the first
of the year — somewhere between 5 and 10
per cent would probably represent the average increase over prices in 1936 — but the
slightly higher unit cost of seating due to
increases in raw materials has been amply
compensated for in the better quality of
merchandise now being offered. The aver-

He.ywood-WakefieUrs entry
ular streamline desigfn with
e<l8:e around the back, as
tures of desigm for comfort

Theatre section is Seating Service.

It would seem fitting therefore to present
with this article a spring showing of the
season’s latest creations in theatre seating.
Hence, we illustrate a number of new models recently introduced by various manufacturers.
More comfort for theatre patrons continues to be the controlling factor in theatre chair design and construction. However, beauty and durability have also been
stepped up materially. The trend is exemplified in the statement of a leading

General Seating- Company’s
latest streamline<l
creation, with tear-drop designied end standard
witli decorative “fins” and shaped wooden arm
rests, emphasizes the modern trend in theatre
seating-.
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as other feaattractiveness.

Spacing

Evident

The tendency to over-crowd available
space in theatre seating is also abating.
Exhibitors seem to have come to the realization that a few extra seats squeezed into
a given area at the expense of comfort and
convenience is not good business. So the
new seats are wider, spaced more liberally
from back to back and more ample aisle
space is being provided in seating plans
for 1937.

of furniture. The influence of streamlining has left its mark on most of the current models. One doesn’t need to sit in
some of these late creations to “see” that
they are comfortable. They look the part
and their delightfulness doesn’t stop with
good looks.
The theme subject of this issue of The

Peabody Seating’ Company’s newest model presents a well-balancel composition of desig^i and
construction for comfort, quietness, mechanical
efficiency and attractiveness.

well
and

erly used almost exclusively in the so-called
deluxe theatres.
Wider

Modern

exemplifies the popthe protective metal

Harmony in decorative effect is also a
pronounced feature of our modern seating.
The new seat, with its simple, yet striking
adornments, “fits in” with the modern
trend of theatre architectural style and
decoration.
One of the more recent practical innovations introduced by the seating industry
is the metallized edging process in chair
construction. A bright metal strip now
encloses the rims of seat backs, serving
not only as a protection to upholstery fabric at the point of most wear, but enhancing the beauty of the product. In a darkened auditorium it is said that these bright
metal edges make it easier for the patron
to locate his seat.
To sum up the situation, it seems to us
that seating will continue for some time
to set the pace in theatre modernization.

age unit price of theatre chairs is now in
the neighborhood of $7.50 installed.

The chair people are on the job and there’s
still a big job ahead of them.

About two-thirds of the total volume of
chair sales since the first of 1936 has been
for replacement — reseating of remodeled
theatres. It is estimated conservatively
that about 600,000 new seats were installed
in theatres during 1936.

SERVICE!

Of particular significance is the reported
increase of new seating installations in
small theatres throughout the industry.
In this classification, it seems the seating
people have found a most fertile field for
advancing the cause of comfort. Better
quality is in demand here too, evidenced by
the fact that the houses of small capacity,
located in neighborhood centers and small
towns, are installing chairs of a type form-

Warner Bros. Clairidge Theatre, Montclair, N. J., recently wired 40 seats for the
hard of hearing with the newest type of
Acousticon Theatrephones. This is the
first theatre in Montclair and immediate
vicinity to provide for the enjoyment of
deafened patrons.
The receivers are of the air conduction
type, bone conduction type and also the
new combination bone-air receivers for all
types of deafness.

The Small Town Theatre
Responds to Wise Managing
Never be satisfied is the motto of Charles J.
Garard, and he bocks his belief with on investment of ten thousand dollars for house
improvement . . . An interview with the editor
N SHOW

business,

as in other

lines of

endeavor, circumstances, and particularly situations, often alter cases.
Geographical location, population and payrolls are perhaps the three basic factors
for success, mediocrity
ture show operation.

or failure

in pic-

It may logically be assumed — in fact
history bears out the assumption — that
most anyone can make money in this business if he happens to be sheltered in a
protected territory where the population
is dense and the payrolls are steady and
plentiful. Smart management under such
fertile conditions brings a
reward of
course, but much of the glory of winning
in any
cap.

game

comes

from

beating

a handi-

There are thousands of exhibitors in
this business who are successfully bucking
the odds of offside location. They’ve
never taken their success out of silver
spoons. They are forced to compete, and
to carry on successfully without benefit of
all the advantages that choice locations
bestow, they have to exercise all the
cleverness at their command.
The
Don't

Whole

let anybody

Bag

o’ Tricks

tell you

that

small-

town or suburban show business provides
a beautiful set-up in which to make a
fortune. The business of selling entertainment at a profit to a populace that goes
for the pictures two big days and then
pulls in the sidewalks the rest of the week
is a job that calls forth all the stuff from
which good showmen are made.
But
brighter

the

small-town

today

than

situation

ever before

seems

in the his-

tory of this high-falutin’ business. The
boys “out there’’ are throwing off the inferiority complexes that have kept them
in the casualty class since the beginning

CHAKl.KS

of pictures. Small-town theatre men are
finally coming into their own, by their
own right. Property modernization is the
bootstrap by which many of them are pulling themselves out of the mire of uncertainty.
The

enterprise

of these

men

is intrigu-

J. GAUAUI)

hams,

territorial representative for National Theatre Supply Company, tipped us
off with a hint that we might get a story
out of his good customer at Carthage.

ing to us. Probably because we’re a smalltowner at heart and again because we like

Through Charley an interview was arranged with Mr. Charles J. Garard, of the
recently renovated Woodbine Theatre.

to applaud accomplishment under handicaps. So, we laud the advancement of the
small-town exhibitor at every opportunity.

As a prelim to our barrage of pertinent
questions on policies of management and

Such

an opportunity was given us recently. It came about through the reported rejuvenation of the Woodbine Theatre at Carthage, Illinois. Charley Wil-

details of personality, we’ll present some
historical data concerning the old Woodbine Theatre and then briefly describe its
rejuvenation.
A War-Time

A renuKleled ftH-ade
Jiiul a inar<|iiee that
oasts its messages in
all directions is but
<uie item of several
iiiiliroveineiits r e <‘entl.v effected at
t lie ^^'oodbine.

Theatre

The old Woodbine Theatre was built in
1918 and 1919 and opened in September of
the year of its completion. The house was
built by Mr. C. A. Garard (now deceased),
father of Charles J. Garard, who since
1919 has operated the theatre in collaboration with his mother, Mrs. Bertha A. Garard. The late Mr. George Payne, grandfather of the present incumbent, was the
architect for the original project, the cost
of which was in the neighborhood of
$15,000.
The Woodbine has never been “dark”
for any reason since its first opening until
it was closed for remodeling late last Pall.
It bears the distinction of being the first
theatre to put in talking picture equipment in that part of the state, its original
disc equipment having been home-made.
Progressiveness has long been the policy
at the Woodbine.
On October 2, 1936, the Woodbine greeted its patrons in a new and sparkling suit
of clothes.

A new marquee of V-type construction, with neon strip lighting and

name sign and a 3-line copy board with
silhouette style changeable letters gave it
a new face. Redecorating, new frames
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and lighting fixtures renovated the lobby.
In the foyer, more redecorating and new
carpets and modern lighting fixtures were
added. Restrooms were redone and refurnished in the modern manner.

At riffht — 'Jiie \Voo<lI)ine’s aiulitorium as
it appoar^^d before llie recent renovation and below as it now appears, reseate<l for comfort, r<‘decoraled and relivened with modern li^htin^;*

The auditorium received a course of
acousti-decorative treatment, with new
seats, carpets and lighting fixtures to add
further to the comfort of the customers.
The balcony was completely remodeled, redecorated and reseated.
Air conditioning came in for attention
too. A new and larger blower and a complete new system of air distribution were
hooked up to a new oil-burning furnace.
The projection room was reconstructed
and new equipment for improved sight
and sound reproduction was installed. Ten
thousand dollars were spent in modernizing the Woodbine — a 500-seat theatre in
this Western Illinois town of slightly more
than 2,000 population. The Woodbine
draws its patronage from a radius of 20
miles beyond

Justus

and

Garard

inherited

courtesy <»f Tsational
Theatre Supply C’o.,
(d ( hicagfo, who supplie<I tlie enuiimient
and materials.

the

To our inevitable first question, Mr. Garard replied “Business at present is good;
probably partly due to recent remodeling.”
To our next, regarding the future prospects of picture show business, he said;
“I do not feel qualified to answer this
question,
I believe
moving
picture
busi-'
ness will but
always
be good
if the
industry
as a whole can continue to offer the public the best and most varied kind of entertainment.”
How about a good-looking well-equipped
house helping the picture do more business? His reply; “Yes, it does. The public demands this and will go other places
to look for it.”
What of competition, we inquired, referring to situations confronting the
neighborhood theatre. To which Mr. Garard replied; “I feel that our competition
does not come from other theatres but
from other kinds of entertainment such
as radio, etc.”
The next question that popped up was
about his rules for maintenance and general operating efficiency. His answer;
“Periodic inspection and asking for suggestions from employees, customers and
friends with regard to improvements is

tion. Business is decidedly better, however, than before remodeling. Much better
than I expected, in fact.”
We then pulled our next inquiry about
the public exploitation of property improvements, if and when they are made.
He responded enthusiastically; “By all
means advertise any major improvements. Close the theatre for a number of
days and then open with plenty of noise.”
Mr. Garard favors budgeting for theatre maintenance. In other words, establishing a yearly upkeep and improvement
fund, based on the theatre’s income.
“Small-town theatres should of course
be as attractive as possible. It is not always possible to be as attractive as the
larger city theatres, but it is well to try to
outdo the other small-town and neighborhood houses.” That was his answer to the
question that now seems to concern the
owners of many houses throughout the
industry.
As to the general importance

of physical

attractiveness, he said; “More important
than ever, due undoubtedly to the higher
standards of American living.”
Was there ever a better time for theatre
owners to modernize their properties than
right now? His answer; “This would
probably depend on each individual situation; however, due to expected rise in
prices on labor and building materials,
this would probably be a good time to

method.”
Keep

on

Improving

Then we asked Mr. Garard to outline his
formula for good housekeeping around the
theatre. “Never he satisfied,” said he.
“Continue to improve from time to time
and give the theatre a complete overhauling every few years.”
Referring to his recent remodeling activity, we asked him what public reaction
to it he had observed. To this he replied; “I cannot give you an exact reacBOXOmCE

tliis

Policies

management of the Woodbine in 1928.
Prior thereto he was a radio operator. His
hobby is still radio, with an interspersal of
photography, tennis and other sports, time
off from theatre management permitting.
Four changes of program a week keep
him rather well occupied. He is a Kiwanian and a member of the Carthage Chamber of Commerce.

my

of

the little city’s limits.

Personnel
Charles

Phot ((g raphs
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Comfort

a Necessity

start.”
We then brought up the question of
whether he thought it was good business
for an exhibitor to provide maximum comfort and convenience for his patrons, such
things as air conditioning, cool drinking
water, lounge facilities, rest rooms, comfortable seats, carpets, good acoustics, etc.?
To which Mr. Garard responded; “Such
conveniences are necessities. Every modern theatre must have them.”
On the point of whether a good-looking

front entrance, with a modern marquee
and signs, plenty of light and well ordered
lobby decorations and display frames is an
aid to better business, Mr. Garard had this
to say; “These are most important; however, probably more important in cities
where there is a theatre in every block.”
Our final appraisal of the new Woodbine Theatre and the astuteness of its
management further impressed us with the
conviction that smart showmanship is just
as productive on Main Street as it is in
the metropolitan locations. The interview
confirmed it.

Jamaica Theatre Installs
First Air Conditioning
With construction work under way on
the most modern moving picture house in
the West Indies, engineers have turned to
air conditioning to maintain comfortable
conditions in the new Carib Theatre in
Kingston, Jamaica, where tropical temperatures and humidity are found the year
around. Kingston is located halfway between the Equator and Savannah, Ga.
The theatre is being erected by the Cinema Company of Jamaica, Ltd., an independent organization. The company, in
di’awing up plans for the new theatre,
ordered a modern, 100-ton air conditioning
system to be installed at a cost ranging
between $25,000 and $30,000. The theatre
will seat 1,500 persons, making it the largest on the islands.
Carrier Corporation of Newark, N. J.,
is sending a specially trained engineer to
Kingston to handle the installation. Special problems, not found in North America,
will have to be solved because of climatic
conditions. The order was obtained by
John P. Des Reis of Elizabeth, N. J., Carrier field manager in the Caribbean and
West Indies territory.
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Overheard in the Lohhi]
or . . . A Warning on the Wag
By David C. Schmidt
TYPICAL conversation occurring in
the lobbies of hundreds of theatres
throughout the United States was
recently overhead. If you stood in the
lobby of your theatre “after the show”
would you be likely to hear something like
this?
“The show itself was good, but you’ll
never see me in this hole-in-the-wall theatre again.”
“I agree with you, John, life is too short
to spend two hours of squirming around in
an uncomfortable

seat.”

“Right you are, Betty, those theatre
chairs must have come from some medieval
torture chamber. And in addition to
bumping my knees against the chair ahead
of me, being stabbed with a broken spring,
getting a kink in my back, and barking
my shins trying to find a seat in the first
place, the sound equipment was lousy, the
carpets in the lobby were worn out, and the
decorations looked like the gay nineties
nightmare.”
“Gee, Johnnie, you certainly enjoyed
yourself; but I agree with you. Let’s cancel this theatre off our list or add it to our
mental notes of another place where not
to go.”
“Do you remember that movie we went
to last week out at the edge of town?”

of the newly rehabilitated house showed
me pictured chairs in all kinds of designs
and color scheme.”
“If the manager of this theatre wants us
to come to his theatre again, he’ll have to
fix the place up and modernize it; and with
the way prices are rising, he’d be wise in
doing it in the next sixty or ninety days.
Here’s our car, dear, let’s go home
that we’ve told that manager off.”
“John.”

now

“Yes, Bets.”
“The reason I was making such faces at
you in the lobby of that theatre was because you were standing in front of the
manager’s office and his door was open.
He sat at his desk. I was trying to quiet
you up to save the poor man

embarrass-

“You’re too kind hearted, dear, I saw
him come into his office but thought a few
ment.”
choice remarks might accomplish something for him and let him know how to
put some money in his pocket as well as
to give us another good place to see a
The

Epilogue

movie.”
Managers of theatres which need modernization should not wait until they overhear such a conversation. If the lobby is

unattractive, if the carpets are worn, if
the seats are squeaky and uncomfortable,
if the decorations are shabby, you may be
sure that many “Johns and Bettys” speak
of your theatre in the same manner as you
have just read.
Today people demand more than they
did in the “flicker” era of the early
“movies.” Your patrons demand comfort
and a pleasant environment, as well as a
good show. People refuse to attend a theatre if it means spending two hours of discomfort in dingy, unattractive surroundings.
If your boxoffice receipts are not what
you would wish them to be, Mr. Exhibitor,
investigate modernization and give John
and Betty “a good place to see a show.”

New

Time Clock Takes
Well With Theatre Men

The Timeter, recently introduced to exhibitors, has caught the fancy of theatre
operators everywhere it has been shown.
With the new clock device, patrons may
determine at a glance when buying tickets
at the boxoffice what time they will be
out of the theatre after seeing the complete show.
The Timeter, for which patents have
been applied and acknowledged from the
government bureau, consists of two clocks.
The clocks are electrically operated. One
clock tells the present time, while the other
denotes the time the patron will be out of
the theatre. It may be had in various
colors and is now available at theatre supply stores throughout the country.

“Yes, John, and wasn’t that a nice theatre?”
“Sure, ?iow it is, but I went there two
months ago with Bob while you were in
Chicago and it was worse than this firetrap.”
“Do you mean to tell me
was as bad as this one?”

At

right — A view of the auditorium of the
Kegent
at Keokuk, Iowa,

Theatre
as

It appeareil before reseating. Old style chairs
veneer bac ks and bottoms were a bane to body
comfort.

with

that theatre

“It certainly was, but the manager of
that house is a smart operator. He completely modernized his theatre from a new
marquee (canopy to you, dear) to new
chairs, sound equipment, and, speaking of
theatre chairs, that metal band around the
backs glows even in a darkened house so
that it is easy to find a seat without
stumbling over people’s feet or inadvertently sitting in someone’s lap.”
“I think those chairs were as comfortable as any in our home.”
“They are more so. Bets, for their purpose. There is a lot of scientific research
behind the manufacture of theatre chairs.

“Chair must be built so that the seat and
back have the proper pitch no matter what
the angle of slope of the floor, and the
reputable firms test their products in every
conceivable manner to assure quality and
long life.

At

left — As

Regent’s

the

same

auditorium

appears now,
completely remodeled
and re-equipped with
latest type seating.
Photos
courtesy
American
Seating
Company.

“They even give consideration to the
acoustics of the theatre in the manufacture
of chairs. The catalog that the manager
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A Pitteo
Theatre

Front

ASKS

for BUSINESS
'

'

'

/

A MODERN, attractive Pittco

Theatre F ront speaks a language
of its own. I tsays to potential patrons :
“Look

at me.

I’m the sign of a pro-

gressive theatre. I’m inviting, goodlooking. I promise good pictures,
courteous treatment. Come in . . .
you’ll find our shows as satisfactory
inside as we are outside !’’
By inviting movie-goers to enter
your theatre, a Pittco Front asks for
business. And the fact is ... it gets
business, as proved by hundreds of
theatres throughout the country. It
widens the area from which you draw
patrons, increases box office, boosts

your profits.
Put a front on your theatre that
asks for business. Our staff of experts will gladly cooperate with you
and your architect in planning it.
Meanwhile, send the coupon for our
free book. It’s filled with facts,
figures and photographs in connection withPittco-modernization everywhere.
Be sure

to see the Pittco

Store

HERE’S HOW a new Pit tco Front designed by Mr.
D . N . Sandine,

Front

Caravan, now on a nation-wide tour.
Contact our local branch for specific
information as to when it will visit
your

territory.

PITTSBURGH

TIME PAYMENT

changed

tlie

appearance of a theatre in
LaSalle, III., and made it
ask for business. Put a
new Pittco Front on your
theatre . . . and find out
what a powerful factor it
can be in building a better
box oflice for you.

PLAN

Take up to 2 years to pay for your
new Pittco Front. Pay 20% down,
then settle the balance out of income.

PITTSBURGH,
PLATE CLASS

COMPANY

PITTCO
ISTOIAE FRONT

i

Pittsburgh Plate Glass Company,
2244 Grant Bldg., Pittsburgli, Pa.
Please send
new

book

me,

entitled

with Pittco Store
Name

without

obligation,

“Producing

Bigger

your

Profits

Fronts.”

Street
Carrara

Structural

Pittsburgh
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A Weather Eije to House
Appeal When Winter Conies
By M. T. Firestone*
Summer

cooling sets an example of comfortable occupancy that must be carried into
other seasons, otherwise the boxoffice is liable to suffer the consequences.

How can a theatre owner who
increases the

“house appeal” of his
theatre with Summer
air conditioning keep
ed
these comfort-mind
patrons he has created
coming back next winter?
Many exhibitors who
will rout this summer’s
slump with air conditioning will find the answer to that question in a year-round system which provides cooling during the hot months and
healthful heating during the Fall, Winter
and early Spring.
It is well known that there is always a
group of potential movie-goers who are
frightened away by the fear that their
health and comfort in winter is threatened by crowds. Air conditioning and its
exploitation by enterprising theatre men in
advertising and sales promotion has
brought these persons into the house.
“If it works in summer, then why not
in winter?” rightly mused one owner. Result: More “warm” seats and a greater
margin of profit. These patrons who were
drawn to the theatre by healthful summer
conditions are pleased to find that their
comfort and health is to be protected the

a heating system which provides uniform
temperature throughout the house.
Avoiding the technical, just what should
a theatre air conditioning system provide?
In the first place, it should cool in summer and heat evenly in winter. The right
kind of an air conditioning system will do
the job better in winter, with less fuel,
than many out-moded heating plants.
Air conditioning should control relative
humidity by removing moisture from the
air in summer and adding moisture in winter. The need for dehumidifying in summer is well known, and so also it should
be emphasized that dry air in a heated
house is equally harmful by causing the
mucous membranes of the nose and throat
to become parched and a prey to infection.
Air must be distributed through the theatre without drafts or dead spots. Here is
the need for a reliable system installed by
an engineer or contractor who knows his
business. Although the duct part of the
system may cost only about 25 per cent
of the installation, faulty work can cause
drafts and start the whole town talking
about the deficiencies of the system “Down
at the Acme. Ain’t it awful?” is a typical
complaint.
Another important job of the modern air
conditioning system is cleaning the air of
dirt, odors, bacteria and other foreign mat-

tion.

The News Reel Theatre at Newark, N.
vertises its House Appeal as an added

J., adattrac-

ter. Dirt is not only a menace to decorations, but also if breathed in sufficient
quantities has a distinctly harmful effect
on health.
There is obviously a great opportunity
for publicity here. When the original Roxy
Theatre in New York City installed its air
conditioning system eleven years ago, enterprising publicity men got many lines of
free advertising with a story that more
than a pound of dirt fell on the faces of
each New Yorker every year. Pictures of
air filters clogged with dirt made the story
more dramatic. A New Brunswick, N. J.,
bank worked the same scheme most successfully.
Removal of and dilution of smoke and
body odors are perhaps the main job of
the air conditioner. In summer, odors
mount with the temperature and even in
winter a packed house can be very unpleasant. Houses where smoking is permitted can cleanse the air of the fumes,
but the haze will always show up in the
projection beam.
Logan

How About the Cost.?
Lewis, chief engineer of Carrier
(Continued on page 59)

whole year ’round.
Of course, air conditioning adds to house
appeal and is practically indispensable in
summer these modern days, but as one of
my associate engineers pointed out during
the recent Miami Motion Picture Theatre

The Uptown Theatre
at .Sedalia, Mo., is
another fine theatre
that makes the most
of
its year-round
regiiisi'tion of comfort
in both seating: and

Owners Association meeting, “it cannot be
expected, however, to take the place of
good pictures. It is no substitute for good

air
conditioning;.
rier Corp.)
( Pilot ogrraphs by Car-

showmanship.”
Comfort

the

Prime

Factor

Winter air conditioning is not as dramatic as summer cooling. Theatres can’t
blazon forth on the marquees in cold
weather that it’s “40 degrees cooler inside.”
But, as the public is gradually becoming
more educated to the advantages of a yearround system, it soon will be smart to have

Engineer , Carrier
N. * J.
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In Line

with

Thoughts
Designing

on
and

Remodeling^

Take the Case
of David
Supowitz
David

Supowitz

is one

of

America's foremost designers
of beautiful theatres and nationally famed for the success of his numerous remodeling projects.
Above:

No

one

more

the value

completely

of matching

The “Ma.vfair Theatre,” Philadelphia, designed by David
Supouit*,
furnished with
IRWIN
Seating.

appreciates
the utmost

in

eye

appeal with the ultimate in planned comfort as a stimulus to box-office
receipts.
Significant, therefore, is the fact that

Uelow:
and

The “President/* another Piiiladelpliia Theatre, Supowitz, desigrned
IRWIN
Seated.

more

than 80 % of all Supowitz
signed theatres are equipped
IRWIN seating.

Before you

dewith

reseat or select the

chairs for your new theatre, be
sure to look over the IRWIN
line. It's thoroughly complete,
with a range of styles to harmonize with any scheme of
decoration and each model is
replete with "neck to knee comfort"— the most important contact you have with the public.
See

the samples at the National Theatre Supply Showrooms, or write for complete
information.

Grand
Distributed

NATIONAL

BOXOFFICE
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1, 1937

Rapids, Michigan

by
THEATRE SUPPLY COMPANY
Offices in all principal cities
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A Good Picture Deserves
a Most Fitting Environment
By Victor A. Rigaumont*
The perfect illusion, so necessary to sustain
public interest in pictures, is never present in
the poorly planned, cheaply constructed
theatre.

The other evening

as I was comfortably seated in an
agreeable theatre, there

was unfolded on the'
screen a most excellent
and interesting motion
picture play. As the
show went on, I once
more soliloquized as to
the immense amount
of material, thought,
work and professional
talent that is involved in creating a good
picture. This trend of thought traveled on
in a sort of review of the years gone by
and events which have led up to today’s
most successful and entertaining methods
of amusing groups of people.

The

audience in this theatre was contented, happy, attentive and amused. Quite
naturally, being an architect, I studied the
audience, the picture and the entire theatre, which happened to be a very nice
place.
Then my mind strayed away into some
of the dismal, dilapidated show rooms,
commonly called theatres. Again wondering how on earth proprietors of such places
could make a living, I came to the conclusion that it was not fair to the producer, to the public, nor to the exhibitor
himself to place a good picture, or any
kind of picture, in antiquated, cheaply constructed show rooms. It is wrong financially, physically and morally.
A good picture deserves a good public,
and certainly it deserves a good theatre.
There are many, many places that can be
modernized into good theatres, and when
it comes to a new building, it certainly
does not cost much more to build practically and profitably.
What

is a Good

the attraction primarily belonging to the
screen.
To produce these results does not always
mean that a great deal of money has to be
spent. In fact, if too much money is involved. it ceases to be a good theatre from
the operator’s point of view;
cannot make any money with
spending the money, it must
in a sound structure for a good

because he
it. But, in
be invested
investment.

“Jerry Building’’ has never been profitable
and never will be because it is always found
very expensive to build too cheaply.
The

New

Squirrel

Hill

Theatre**

Warner Brothers decided last year that
the Pittsburgh district was entitled to a
new neighborhood theatre, planned exclusively for the patrons’ comfort. The New
Squirrel Hill Theatre is a delightful solution of their particular problem — to arouse
new interest in theatre- going in the
Squirrel Hill section.
Modern theatre architecture is well represented in this new structure. It provides
a refreshing change from the elaborate
ornateness of the old-type motion picture
theatre and with a restful atmosphere
emphasizes the difference and advantage
of departing from the “Palaces” of yester-

The

customary heavy, brassy ornamentation was forgotten and in its place
was evolved a simple, dignified building
and structure well within a specific budget.
It was constructed within that budget, delivered, ready for operation, one month
ing.
ahead of the scheduled time for the openSimple lines, subdued coloring, good ventilation are the pivotal points around which
this building now operates. The lighting
and the color effects were laid out so that
at no time is there any interference with
the eyes of the public as it sees the picture
on the screen. There is no eye strain, yet
there is sufficint illumination while the
show is on to safely light all parts of the
auditorium.
From the outside, the patron gradually
enters rooms having lower intensity of illumination until he arrives in the auditorium proper. There are no sharp contrasting effects or reactions. Soft agreeable
carpeting, spacious, comfortable seats,
modern and smart furnishings and equipment all do their bit toward making Mr.
and Mrs. Public satisfied and expectantly

Sound

Carefully

in

Studied

The most important item was given thorough attention with the result that this
new theatre is considered a model for excellent sound projection. In fact, the house
was built expressly for sound and projection and, to assure complete success of
these elements, sound engineers carefully
analyzed all the factors entering into the

First of all. there must be perfect sound
and projection. Second, and almost first,
there must be comfort. By this is meant
easy seats, good ventilation, safe illumination without eye strain, pleasant retiring
quarters, and architecture simple and dignified, pleasant of color and decoration,
which will not in any sense compete with

40

day.

appreciative of first-class entertainment
the midst of comfortable surroundings.

Theatre?

* Theatre Architect, Pittsburgh, Pa.
** Plans and designs copyrighted 1936.

The approach to the main
stairs. Modern
lines, modem
materials, simple decorations
set off properly by efficient liijhtinjr.

equipment and construction of the auditorium. Painstakingly they went over all
preliminary layouts and final designs. All
the possible difficulties which might have
hampered good sound were overcome, with
the result of perfect sound reproduction.
A quiet and restful nook —
the men’s loung-e
in the new Squirrel Hill Theatre in Pittsburjfh,
Comfort was well caIculat<Ml here.

One

of the contributing factors recommended by these experts was the thorough
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At lelt — A view of
in«: decorati<ns. A

the S(niirrel Hill Auditorium Avitli its strikfittini; en vir<uiineiit for any feature ])ieture.

Helou — The ladie-;* loutitje; another
t!ie favor «jf refined patronage.

outstanding:

bit

of !)lay for

draping and padding of certain surfaces
of walls and of placing hard reverberating
surfaces to carry the sound on to its destination without echoes or interference.
Of particular interest to every theatre
owner is the farsighted policy of the Warner Brothers executives to require and obtain large projection quarters. In addition
to the generator room and rewind room,
there is a double-sized projection room
which is sufficiently large to accommodate
television projection apparatus if and
whenever such equipment may be perfected
for theatre use.

Effective Temperatures
for Comfort Provision
According to scientific tests made by the
American Society of Heating and Ventilating Engineers, 70 per cent of the voluntary human guinea pigs in Toronto were
comfortable at effective temperatures from
68.5 to 71 degrees; in Pittsburgh from 69.5
to 75 degrees and in Texas from 71 to 74
degrees. Effective temperature, the committee points out, is a composite index of
the dry-bulb temperature, relative humidity, air motion and other factors entering
into the condition of the air.
According to the data secured by the research laboratory of the society, an effective temperature of 71 degrees is indicated
for areas having about the climatic conditions common to Toronto, while 73 degree effective temperatures are more suitable for localities having summer tempertures as hot or hotter than Pittsburgh.
This includes the Middle Atlantic States,
the South and Southwestern regions.
Aside from the “comfort effect” on patrons, the research work to be continued
this year will endeavor to show the relation of proper, effective temperatures to
economies in the cost of operating air conditioning systems. F. C. Houghten, director of Research of the ASHVE, is in charge
of the work, which is being conducted in
cooperation with the Ontario Research
Foundation and the Texas College of Agriculture and Mechanical Engineering at
College Station, Texas.
BOXOFHCE
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A New [Era Confronts
the Sound Motion Picture
y

By Thomas F. Joyce*
A transcript of the author's address before the recent MPTOA
Convention at Miami, Florida, abridged somewhat in detail
to accommodate the limits of space. His allusions to new
recording

technique

are most

timely and

and

the impending

invasion

of television

interesting.- — Editor

in motion pictures had definitely grown up since the days when
the talkies used to be called the
squawkies. It came at a time when boxoffice receipts were beginning to show
signs of falling off and popular interest in
the motion picture was lagging. But sound
breathed new life into the industry so that
receipts again soared to new high levels.
It has made a more complete medium out
of the motion picture, bringing new realism, more genuine emotion and finer
drama to the screen.

ing methods. Briefly, and without going
into technical detail, Ultra-Violet light recording makes it possible to photograph
sound on film with remarkable accuracy,
and consequently with vastly greater fidelity to the original sound. Push-Pull recording makes it possible to completely
eliminate all background noises and certain distortions so that the sound in its
final form is measurably improved. Both
of these great improvements may be combined on a single recording, or used separately to marked advantage.

We don’t have to think very far back to
remember the reigning favorites of the
screen, in 1927-28, who dropped by the
wayside with the advent of sound, because
it called for a more complete dramatic
technique than had ever been required before. I wonder how many of these lustrous
stars could have been spared their complete eclipse if the sound technique of the
day had been more adequate to the demands that were so suddenly made upon
it. I wonder too if many of the stars of
today could shine so brightly, or at all, if
sound motion picture technique had not
attained its present advanced stage of development. We have only to consider for
a moment all of the outstanding boxoffice
picture attractions in the last two years to
realize how much depends on sound — good
sound.

Some of the implications of this new
sound technique may be seen when we remind you that within recent months many

OUND

Chain

of

New

PROJECTION

of the major motion picture companies
have entered into agreements with RCA
Photophone to record their film productions by these improved methods and, incidentally, also to become eligible to use any
other similar developments that may come
out of the same laboratories in the future.
These companies include Columbia Pictures, Pathe News, Twentieth Century-Fox,
Republic Pictures, RKO Radio Pictures,
Warner Brothers, and even Mickey Mouse
and Donald Duck and the other lovable
characters created by Walt Disney Productions. The new recording equipment is
either being, or already has been, installed
in all of these important studios and the
improvements and benefits from its use
will soon be felt throughout the industry.
Improved

Laboratory

Methods

But it is not enough to improve the recording end of sound. There are other
important links before it is finally heard
by an appreciable public. Our engineers
next turned their attention to the processing laboratories. There they found
that existing facilities and methods of
sound track negative processing would be
inadequate. To bring out all of the new
definitions of the newly recorded sound
requires more critical adjustments, more
rigid standards and a new type of equipment. With this need determined, they
set to work and developed the principles of
(Continued on page 45)

GETS BOOST

IN BUFFALO

HOUSE

Developments

Recently, a complete chain of important
technical developments has come out of
the RCA Photophone laboratories that will
have such a far-reaching and revolutionary
effect on the improvement of motion picture sound that its full implications are
not yet generally understood. These new
technical developments begin with recording and extend in an unbroken line to the
laboratory processing of the sound track
negative, the equipment in the projection
booth and behind the screen and to the
audience in the theatre.
Improved

Recording

Methods

At least two of these radically new advances have recently been adopted by the
major recording studios in Hollywood and
the East; but they are still little more than
provocative names to all but a few. These
are the “Ultra-Violet Light” and the
“Push-Pull” or double sound track record* Advertising Manager,
turing Company.
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RCA

Manufac-

A close-up of the projection plant of the Kensingrton Theatre, Buffalo^ N. Y. Recent mechanical
improvements include latest type projection lamps and other aids to better presentation, installed
by the United Projection and Film Corp., of Buffalo. The Kensington, operated by the Shea ComI)any, seats 1,366. (Photographs courtesy Brenkert Light Projection Co., of Detroit.)
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EVANSTON,

THIS
FLOOR
COVERING

ILLINOIS, GETS A SMART

NEW

CINEMA

Comfortable, eolorful seating is an outstanding: charaoteristio of the new Stasuburb.dium in Chieago’s

northern

The front Is also a feature
('<unpany.
of this delightfully modern
new
house.
Photographs
eourtesy (ieneral Seating

The new stadium Theatre in Evanston,

which opened Friday, April 16th, has
the largest seating capacity of any

GETS THE
VOTE
of Theatre

theatre in Chicago’s elite northshore
suburb. It will accommodate 1,800 people.
J. E. O. Pridmore designed the unique and
lovely new theatre and he is well known
also as the architect for several other beautiful theatres in Chicago and suburbs.

Managers

Throughout

the Country

It’s always interesting to know what
others in your line of business are doing.
So we reprodnee above the carpet jiattern which is one of the most jtopidar
theatre patterns in tlie Mohawk line.
This Inxurions, deep-])ile carpet gives
vour ])atrons a feeling of luxury that flatters them.
There are scores of equally beautiful
patterns in several grades and weaves in
the 1937 Mohawk line. So you may easily
find, or we will design especially for you,
a floor covering that suits your needs at
the ])rice you want to pay.
Vi ire collect or write to the nearest
Mohawk office to obtain, without cost,
the assistance of the Mohawk Advisory
Service to aid xou in solving your floorcovering problems and get full information about Mobawk’s
tre pattern.

MOHAWK
GENERAL

SALES

CARPET

OFFICE:
Regional

Adaata
Boston
Cleveland
Dallas
High

Point

Pittsburgh

Kansas
San

most popular thea-

NEW

YORK

Soles Offices:

Bulfalo
Denver
City

Chicago
Cincinnati
Des Moines
Detroit

Los

Angeles

Francisco

Philadelphia

Seattle

1937, Mohawk
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MILLS

295 FIFTH AVENUE.

Carpet

St. Louis
Mills. Inc.

The new theatre is located at 1700 Central Street, almost immediately opposite
the famous Dyche Stadium of Northwestern University. The theatre proper and
twelve shops which comprise the building
project is owned by the Lemar Building
Corporation of which Leo A. Solomon is
president, and occupies a total frontage
on Central Street of 250 feet.
A beautiful swimming pool and Healthatorium are also included in the project
which, with the theatre, provides a new
business district for Evanston. This section is already becoming

known

as “Sta-

dium Centre.”
The architecture of the Stadium Theatre is a highly modernized version of the
traditional Greek amphitheatre. Many of
these old classic examples are still standing in Europe and some are being used
even at this date. The rugged simplicity
of the lines has stood the test of twenty
centuries, and even the present super-modern trend is obliged to acknowledge the
value of this classic motif. The most the
modern designer can add is color. Nicolai
and Faro cooperated with Architect Pridmore in the color scheme for this theatre.
The exterior of the theatre and the adjacent shops is classically plain yet colorful in its use of structural glasses in contrasting colors. An impressive marquee is
also outstanding in its refined use of lighting, color and display space.
The auditorium, lobby and foyers are

decorated in a sensible modernistic style.
An effect which is unusual in theatre
auditoriums has been gained by the use
of light colors and indirect lighting. The
feeling of lightness and gaiety is especially
enhanced by the indirectly lighted murals
which decorate the side walls.
Not to be outdone in beauty and lightness of theme by any other furnishing of
the auditorium, the seating is indeed outstanding. An unusual and brilliant design
of striped velour was used for the backs of
the chairs and the seats are of leatherette
with velour sidings. To add to the variegated color effect, the seating is composed
of two entirely different color schemes.
Some of the chairs have black and gold
striping on the backs and others are of
orange and brown, which gives an effect
of kaleidoscopic beauty when the house is
lighted.
The theatre has all the latest improvements in air conditioning, acoustical treatment and seating for best possible vision.
Perfect sound and projection equipment
was installed and earphones for the hardof-hearing were provided.
The new Stadium is indeed a feather in
the cap of Architect Pridmore, who, by the
way, is internationally known as the father
of the atmospheric theatre, having originated the sky and star effect in the Cort
Theatre, Chicago, which has been copied
extensively the world over.
Seating service is something you buy
from the chair man and then pass along
to your patrons. What your seating man
delivers makes a big difference at your boxoffice.

A theatre kept clean and orderly is usually pretty well protected against the
silent boycott of better class patronage.
The MODERN

THEATRE
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COMPLAINT

be safely said here that more theatres provide adequate facilities for presenting the
picture than they do for getting the most
out of their sound.
The

We have been asked by equipment
manufacturers who have participated to
express their growing dissatisfaction with
exhibitors’ conventions generally and in
particular the one held recently at Miami,
Florida.
The complaint seems to be that those
who attend and exhibit their merchandise
at such meetings are not given a run for
their money. The complainants allege also
that film interests dominate the proceedings to such an extent that the exposition
features of such conventions are of doubtful value to the equipment exhibitor.
Since it costs considerable money to travel and to transport equipment to places
where conventions are held; and further
expense is involved in the cost of exhibition space, with added loss of time from
business, we believe there is no question
about there being some cause for complaint.
To the committees on convention arrangements for such meetings to be held in
the future may v/e urge a little greater
consideration for the interests of those who
take space for exhibition purposes?
Too, exhibitor delegates will find it not
only to their interest but profit to visit the
equipment display booths and to get firsthand knowledge of new things brought out
and improvements made on old. Many
money-saving as well as money-making
ideas can result from proper interest in
the equipment phase — the “heart” — of the
theatre.
Lack of interest in and attendance at
the equipment exhibits should be matters
of concern to convention management and
the delegates as well. Better arrangements
should be made to provide an audience
and an opportunity for the equipment people to meet and mingle with the delegates.
Unless and until this is done, the equipment manufacturer will continue to be a
wall-flower at exhibitor’ conventions. In
the future, let’s try to give them a better
break. — The Editor.

Public
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New

a non-slip printer which is positive insurance that release prints will be accurately
processed and uniformly excellent. Tim
non-slip printer was placed at the disposal
of the processing laboratories and most of
the leaders in this field have already arranged to use them.
This brings us to the last important link
in our chain of improved sound, the theatre. The importance of sound to the theatre owner cannot be overestimated. For,
after he has provided an elaborate structure, lavish decorations and the most comfortable facilities, all he has to give his
patrons when they come is sight and sound,
in terms of entertainment. His entire business, all his efforts depend on these two
elements— -sight and sound. I think it can

Theatre

Theatre

Irving

(Continued from page 42)

Sound

There can be no question but that the
public does and can tell the difference between good and bad sound — between excellent sound and indifferent sound. Years
of listening to the movies, the radio, the
improved electrical phonograph and other
sound devices of widespread influence have
educated them to distinguish the good from
the bad. Radio manufacturers have steadily improved the quality of their radio sets.
Broadcasters, headed by the leading chains,
are transmitting better programs with far

Rex

A New Era Confronts the
Sound Motion Picture

Good

better “higher fidelity” equipment. This
applies also to the motion picture industry. More important musical directors,
greater musicians and soloists, and more
serious music are the order of the day in
Hollywood. These artists and their public
will not be satisfied with anything short
of the finest possible sound recording and
reproduction.
Innumerable engineers, technicians, producers and manufacturers have devoted
many years of effort and millions of dollars to provide the best possible motion
picture entertainment. It depends entirely
upon each individual exhibitor and theatre
owner whether he capitalizes these vast
expenditures of time, effort and money to
(Continued on page 63)
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Ill Years of Service to the
Comfort Lovers of a Nation
By Helen Kent

Hark ye back

to the year
1826, when
our brave new world
was rampan.t with
ce
juvenescen
John
cy
Quin
Adams was
t
presiden
of the
then 24 United
’ashbuck
States'. Swat
men
ling priv eers
of the War of 1812 were still regaling their
listeners, both willing and reluctant, with
tales of “free seas” and “right of search.”
And in this very year. Great Britain and
the United States were convening over
oned
damages during the aforementi
war.
Russia declared war against Persia. London University was founded. Ladies toddled
about muddy streets on foot-high pattens
to keep the mire from their dainty feet.
Two ex-presidents of the youngish Union
died simultaneously on July 4, 1826. They
were John Adams and Thomas Jefferson.

earlier part of the one hundred and eleven
years, despite periods of war and depression, marked small defeat against the
fledgling business, but served rather to
goad it on in its endeavor to build sound
and salable merchandise which would withstand any onslaught of misfortune.
In the little town of Gardner, Massachusetts, in 1826, small beginnings were occurring which were to affect the entire
history of the countryside and its inhabitants. It was here, in a tiny shed, adjacent to their father’s farm, that the Heywood brothers began to make a few chairs
each day. This handiwork was much more
to their liking than the routine chores of
farming and it was to this that they turned
for a hobby, when the bare necessities
needed for home life had been provided.
But it was not long before their craftmanship was known to the immediate community and calls were made upon them to

From

Little

Acorns

It was at this time in the development
of a nation and its business that a small
enterprise was started that was to forge
ahead and enlarge into a far-reaching and
prosperous adventure. It was in 1826, one

hundred

and

eleven years ago, that the

Heyw’ood brothers began what has now
become one of the oldest and largest furniture manufacturing businesses in America.
The history of this undertaking is so
vital and dramatic that it might well stand
as a milepost in American industrial endeavor. The passage of time during the
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and supplanted by still later ones. The inventive genius of the Heywoods and their
successors carried through the years.
New and larger buildings were added to
the small community of factories which
practically supported the little town of

and townsfolk. The

was the “Era of Good Feeling.”
Farming was the major occupation of
the thriving Union. But small trades were
springing up in the more thickly populated
sections. Industry was still primarily a

And

of dips and rises in the nation’s commerce.
Wars and depressions were met and passed
by. New fashions in furniture were created

supply their
neigh b o r s

Dolly Madison’s “ice cream” was definitely
accepted by the best people and its merits
were extolled to the ends of the earth. It

case of “you make me a pair of shoes and
I’ll furnish you with a side of beef” but
prospects of expansion and progress were
seen on every hand.

damage done them by this unexpected
blow, and purchased a larger building near
the shores of Crystal Lake, the site of the
present factory.
From this time onward, the pioneering
brothers seemed to meet success, in spite

—

Hey wood
fame was
humbly
sprea ding
in much
the same
manner as
that of the

proverbial man “who makes a better mousetrap.” Demands upon their time and skill
increased constantly and they soon found
themselves engaged in a prospering business.
The

Oak

Begins

its Growth

Within two years from their first flight
into chair production for other than their
own use, it became necessary to enlarge
their facilities in order to supply the demand which they were able to fill so satisfactorily. A small shop was built near the
farmstead of their father and the gradual
withdrawal of the youths from agriculture
into the more productive call upon their
talents was by this time completed.
The convenience and improved resources
of the new shop made it feasible to employ help and fifteen men were put to work
to supply the ever-increasing and far-reaching market for chairs and other simple furniture of the type used at the time. Finally,

Gardner. It became known as the “Chair
City” and its inhabitants looked to the
growing furniture industry for livelihood.
The craft which was born in the first builders of furniture employed by the Heywoods
was passed from father to son, and the
direction of the company was transferred
successively through direct descendants of
the original brothers.
Generations have been in this industry
since the founding of the town. Families
have been associated with the company
since its inception and many names on the
payroll sheets at the present time, surprisingly enough, may be found in the archives
of the company’s progress.
It is in this year, 1937, that the Heywood-Wakefield Company marks its 111th
anniversary of service to the nation and its
diverse industries, including most prominently the moving picture theatre business. One hundred and eleven years of
age in a country which can claim only fifty
more years of age is indeed a record of
which

to be proud. This company’s permanence and growth alone speak for the
policies and endeavors which justified the
original founders in their foresight.

twenty “hands” were employed in the little
shop and fortune seemed to smile even
more benevolently upon the good works of
these men.
By an unhappy chance, however, fire
destroyed the little shop in 1834, and the
Heywood brothers faced a dissolution of
the splendid little business they had built.
Undaunted, they decided to repair the
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A NEWS

REEL MOVIE

It will be operated by an independent
pany, Grand Central Theatres, Inc.

FOR TRAIN MISSERS

Murals

by Tony

Sarg

com-

will decorate

the

new

Complications

in the home-life

of New

York’s commuters — the boys and girls who
scamper over to the Grand Central Station
to catch the 5:31 — are seen in a new cineand

matic development in the
busiest depot.

world’s

biggest

An intimate, 242-seat news reel theatre
is to be opened May 3 in Grand Central
Station. The proposal of monthly tickets
for train missers is being seriously considered, but whether or not a special cut-rate
monthly ticket is issued, regular boxoffice
cost of admission will be 25 cents for ap-

cent

of the seats to provide extra
fort for commuters whose hearing has
wrecked by the shrill whistle of the
a. m. There will be a private elevator
the lower level, an illuminating system

combeen
8:40
from
that

will be scientifically “easy on the eyes” and
a bowled auditorium so that each patron
will have a full view of the screen by looking over and not between the heads of the
spectators in front.
The new theatre is located opposite track
17, east of the rotunda on the upper level.

auditorium. Program emphasis, according to the management, will be placed
on up-to-the-minute news reels, first run
shorts, cartoons, etc. Lighted clocks in the
theatre will warn commuters of the imminent departure of the next train and
every convenience and comfort imaginable
will be provided, except that the management will not phone the little woman and
make excuses if the commuter fails to
make the last train.
The

theatre

will be open

midnight daily, and
on Sundays.

from

from

noon

9 a. m. to

to midnight

proximately an hour’s entertainment,
which any commuter who misses the 5:31
and has to wait for the 6:02 will tell you
is cheap at twice the price.
The air conditioning plant which will
control the temperature in the new theatre
will be open for public inspection a week
after the theatre puts on its first program.
The plant is the last word in equipment of
its kind, controlling the humidity as well
as the temperature.
Special acousticon hearing apparatus is
being installed in approximately 10 per

Hollywood Player to
Enter Seating Field
Alan Hale, well-known picture actor, has
purchased tools, dies and other machinery
to begin manufacturing his recently patented movable theatre seat. He has set up
a factory in Inglewood on the outskirts of
Los Angeles. Production is to start May 1.
As soon as he finishes his current role
in Samuel Goldwyn’s new film, “Stella
Dallas,’’ Hale and his associate, Merrill W.
Hard, will go east to complete arrangements for the sale of his product. He has
obtained contracts from several small theatres.

“The new seat,” Hale explains, “is the
first basic improvement in this type of
structure in the last fifty years. It enables
the theatre seat occupant to move himself
from four to six inches forward or back-

Rialto

Provide Hearing Aids
in New Seating Plan
At the time of purchasing and planning
for the installation of new seats in any
theatre, it would be well for the owner to
consider also the inclusion of a hearing aid
system for better service to the deafened
patrons in the community.
Since statistics show that about 10 per
cent of our population is more or less affected with deafness, it would seem advisable to outfit at least 5 per cent of the
total number of seats in the auditorium
with headphone outlets.
installation can be done most economically while the seats are being set and
the house wired for sound and aisle lights.
Furthermore, the hearing aid installation
will provide an interesting and profitable
advertising angle for the theatre.

Theatre operators everywhere

are giving their houses more "Box
Office” by simply installing Vibrafram —
the new acoustical-decorative material designed especially for theatres.

—

Auditorium,

North

Little

Vibrafram

(formerly
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interfering

schedule

of daily performances.
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expert

without

will

any

gladly

obligation

on your part. He will tell you honestly the
amount of Vibrafram you need to correct
acoustics in your theatre, give you an accurate
estimate on the cost of the complete job,
and

supervise

free survey,

the installation

mail

the coupon

for you.

For

now.
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Vibrafram on the walls prevents "echoes” and other disturbine sounds — and also jirovides an attractive interior finish.
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AN OLD NEW

Before
Bijou

and

Theatre

after

views

auditorium,

ENGLAND

of

CINEMA

GOES

MODERN

the

Spring-

field, Mass. >"ote the marked
change from overdone ornateness
to
modern
simplicity. Seating
played an Important part in the
rec*reation of this ohl house.

Photographs
through courtesy
of Capitol Thea-tre Supply Co., of
B(»ston, who
handled the entire

The Bijou Theatre, in Springfield,

Mass., stands as a thrifty example of
how an ante-dated motion picture
house may be renovated and remodeled,
from cellar to ceiling, without the loss of
a single show day.

This Finer

Chair

Features

★ COMFORT
★ SMARTNESS
★ CONVENIENCE
Peabody Chairs make your theatre as comfortable as the living room at home. These
luxurious quality chairs cradle the body in
restful relaxation and allov/ full enjoyment
of the program. No bother either to let folks
pass, for Peabody's PERFECTLY BALANCED
seats rise out of the way at the slightest
touch. There are no springs in the seat
hinge to squeak or wear out. There are no
rough edges to catch silk hose — no bolts or
nuts protrude to catch on clothing.
Get full details about the Peabody line of
theatre chairs at once. Study the construction features that make Peabody's the outstanding chair in the industry. See the smart
new coverings and get full information on
prices, installation, delivery dates, etc. In
short, be sure to know all about the Peabody
line before you place an order. Write today
for complete information.

PEABODY

SEATING

COMPANY

North Manchester,

Indiana

It took four months of night work to
modernize the spot. A1 Anders had not
planned such extensive changes in his
Springfield theatre, but when he saw the
ugly old sister beginning to turn into a
modern Cinderella, he decided to avail
himself of every possibility to bring metropolitan splendor to the first-run location.
This was no mere redecorating proposition.
The transformation extended from the subterranean rest rooms, where new space was
leased to permit enlarged quarters, to the
very roof of the theatre, where an entirely
new projection room was built.
An ornate and incongruous series of
boxes, an atavism of old stage days, was
removed entirely, and unseemly stairways
to the orchestra thereby elimii.ated. Old
methods of lighting went, too; to be replaced by twelve color-glow wall and ceiling fixtures which have been adjusted to
harmonize with the Bijou’s color motif of
Spanish buff and gold.
Two five-ton steel girders were installed
to further support the balcony which was
extended twenty feet farther over the orchestra. An antiquated curtain effect was
done away with in the balcony, the front
of which now presents an uninterrupted
solid line.
The old projection booth was located in
the back of the balcony. The new one has
been lifted out of the way of the audience.
Additional seats were put in the balcony,
and a new, wider stairway was brought to
the balcony from the foyer. Anders
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modernization job, under
rection of Wm.
Hawkins,

the diCapitol

representative
chusetts.

Massa-

for

Western

planned on larger crowds and with good
reason.
New floors were laid. Seven hundred de
luxe type seats were brought into the Bijou
and richly colored carpets, with a Moorish
brightness that echoes the Spanish scheme
of the rejuvenated Bijou, were laid.
Modernization marched on. New projection machines went into the booth. Chromium furniture, comfortable and smart, was
obtained for the lounges. A new marquee
and attraction boards with changeable
silhouette letters were installed. Neon
lighting makes the theatre front a vivid
blue achievement of modernity against the
Berkshire nights. Black and white structural glass is now being utilized to refinish
the exterior front of the theatre.

Upholstery Fabrics Add
Charm to New Models
These new trimming materials which are
now being used by most chair manufacturers in the upholstery of their latest creations add exceptional attractiveness to the
1937 chair models.
With a wide variety of materials at their
disposal, including both cloth fabrics and
leatherettes, chair designers are doing
much to improve the decorative effects of
theatre auditoriums. It is worthy of note
too, that architects and decorative designers are working more closely with the seating suppliers with the result that atmospheric harmony is being enhanced.
Decorative harmony is assured when
seats and standards, carpets, draperies and
other furnishings are carefully worked into
the whole scheme and then properly complemented with efficient lighting. It costs
less to plan right, too.
The MODERN

THEATRE

SECTION

A $10,000 LADDER
By E. J. Robinson*

The price of a ladder is not $10,000.

In fact, for that amount we could buy
more ladders than we could use. But
the use of the ones that we have cost us
more than $10,000 since the inception of
our operations due to the fact that ladders
have been the competent producing cause
of injuries to employes, patrons and pedestrians and the total of these claims has
amounted to more than this staggering
sum.
One accident in particular: An electrician, on top of a 16-foot ladder placed in
the roadway in front of the marquee, was
toppled to the ground and sustained a permanent injury when the ladder was struck
by a taxicab pulling up in front of the
theatre. The ladder, in falling, struck two

pedestrians inflicting severe injuries. This
accident could have been avoided if the
proper safety precautions had been taken.
The following are a few of the common
causes of such accidents:
Ladders not properly set up.
Blown over by wind.
Pedestrians walking into them.
While in the roadway being struck by
automobiles.
Not anchored when placed on a hill.
Employes losing balance on unsteady or
warped ladders.
All these can be avoided if the ladders
are properly attended at the bottom when
in use.
It would seem obvious, therefore, that it

becomes the duty of the manager to instruct the electrician or the one in charge
of relamping or relettering the marquee
or making other changes, that a ladder
must not be used unless an attendant is
stationed at the bottom. This attendant
would serve to keep the ladder steady
against all elements or contingencies. He
can warn pedestrians to watch their step.
He can place red flags as an additional
warning to motorists of an obstruction in
the roadway.
It only takes a little extra effort to be
careful and this effort pays big dividends
in preserving the life and welfare of our
employes and patrons and will also save us
thousands of dollars paid for neglect.

*Insurance Dept., Skouras Theatre Circuit.
(.Reprinted from “Forward," issue of April

12, 1937.)

APPRECIATION!
“St. John, Kansas
March 23, 1937
The Modern Theatre,
332 S. Michigan Ave.,
Chicago, HI.
Gentlemen :
“I want to thank you for your immediate
reply as to the sound troubles that I requested that you analyze and to thank you
for the forwarding of literature that I requested at the same time. I received an
answer from Mr. E. J. Dustin of the RCA
Installation and Service Department with
some helpful hints. I did discover after
writing you that the leads of the 4 mfd
filter condenser that is connected across
the 600 volt block of the motor generator,
had become loose and by resoldering them
I believe I have eliminated the motorboating. You may at any time print this
suggestion, and thanking you, I remain,
“Robert H. Heagler,

# “When patronage started falling olf, we began looking for the
reason. We found it was bad acoustics that made our sound
apparatus 'squawky’ and hard to listen to. Then we learned
about Nu-Wood — the wonderful interior finish that decorates
and corrects faulty acoustics
You, too, can make your

Projectionist”

S. M. P. Engineers to
Hear About Television
One of the many interesting features of
the Spring Meeting of the Society of Motion Picture Engineers will be a paper on
television. Ralph R. Beal, Research Supervisor of the Radio Corporation of America,
will discuss “RCA Developments in Television.” “The paper should be of special
interest to the West Coast where so much
work is being done in television,” says J. I.
Crabtree, Editorial Vice President, and the
one responsible for securing this presentation.
The Society of Motion Picture Engineers
convention will be held at the HollywoodRoosevelt Hotel, Hollywood, May 24-28.
BOXOFFICE

:: May 1, 1937
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IR CONDIT
A DEPARTMENT DEVOTED TO A BETTER UNDERSTANDING OF TEMPERATURE CONTROL
— ITS USAGE IN PRACTICAL APPLICATION FOR THE BENEFIT OF THE BOXOFHCE

Evaporative Heat Transfer a Common
Sense Solution to Theatre Cooling
By Archie S

Air conditioning and theatre
have

cooling system articles appearing in
motion picture trade papers recently
been stressing refrigeration and cold

applications, the need for dehumidification, etc. Little, if anything, has been
written describing washed air cooling as
being satisfactory in thousands of theatres
in localities where only warm water is
available. Why?
water

A possible reason brings to mind the
substance of an article in the December,
1936, issue of Refrigerating Engineering,
written by Walter L. Fleisher, of New York
City, one of the early pioneers of the air
conditioning industry and probably best
known as the co-inventor of the famous
refrigeration By-Pass process. Chairman
of one and member of other important
committees of the American Society of
Heating and Ventilating Engineers and
closely identified with refrigeration air
conditioning for the greater part of his
career, Mr. Fleisher states in one paragraph of his article entitled
Cooling for Comfort”:

ward

not.

Air conditioning equipment, particularly of the unit type, has been developed
for the New York and Chicago areas, but

is being

pushed in other localities, irrespective of their needs. Now I have indicated in principle that wherever the wet
bulb remains consistently below 70 degrees
F., properly designed evaporative cooling
systems are adequate for complete comfort. Referring to Figure 5, it appears that
in an area from the Atlantic ocean, west-

*Vice President, United States Air Conditioning— Kooleraire Corp., Minneapolis,
Minn.

from a northerly
land, Maine, and west
south to Mexico,

then

point close to Portto the Dakotas and
west to the Pacific

ocean

and north to Seattle — there is practically no place which cannot be cooled by
adiabatic evaporation. This is not a very
densely populated section of the United
States, but it is so obviously susceptible
of this method that we can almost dismiss
it entirely from the refrigeration market
in air conditioning.” 'And we might add
that Mr. Fleisher in his article also furnishes design condition examples of such
evaporative systems functioning successfully with wet bulb temperatures of 74 and
75 degrees).
Such
question

being

the

case,

one

is forced

to

the reason for the strong refrigeration and dehumidification flavor in air

conditioning articles appearing for exhibitor consumption, particularly when considering the economic aspects of the far
greater
volved.

purchase

Washed

“Evaporative

“In a paper before the Engineering Societies of Canada a year ago, I made the
statement to the effect that modern quantity production machinery was designed
for the densest market— wherever that
market be or whatever its requirements —
and that then, in an effort to dispose of
the surplus material, every other section
of the country was pestered and pounded
to consume the same equipment — whether
it fitted their particular requirements or
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, Feinberg*

Air

and

operating

Systems

costs in-

Defended

In defending washed air (heat transfer)
cooling systems, I wish to make it clear
that the organization with which I am
connected designs and installs all types of
theatre cooling systems. Hundreds of
these have been dehumidifying systems
functioning either with cold water, where
water up to 58 degrees F. is available, or
refrigeration. Our policy has always been
to design a practical system that corresponds with exhibitors desires and what
we have to work with in each individual
case. In warm water localities, where
costlier refrigeration is the only other alternative, the choice of most exhibitors
must perforce rest with washed air, or the
more correctly termed evaporative heat
transfer type of system.
Hundreds of very successful installations
have convinced us and their owners that
this type of system is a “heck” of a good
system. That, when properly designed
and with necessary basic fundamentals
such as capacity, velocities and points of
distribution and air evacuation embodied
in such engineering design, there can be
no

question

respects is to be chosen over other forms
of cooling, and our record of repeat sales
proves just this.
If this is so, why do washed air cooling
systems on warm water applications have
a black eye with many exhibitors? Why
do some say (1) that it does not cool
enough, while others say (2) that in order
to get cooling results, too strong an air
motion is needed and the theatre then
becomes too drafty? Further, why do
others say that (3) while washed air works
fine in dry weather, it is not so effective
in humid weather?
Before singling out each of these objections for answer, I wish to generalize a bit.
There can be no question but that these
questions all rise entirely from one of the
following sources; Improper equipment
selection, application and system design.
If an exhibitor was sold or chose to buy
apparatus of a size and performance capacity smaller than that needed to properly handle a given condition, the fault
must lie either with the seller or the buyer;
not with the method of cooling as sucli.
If he chose to buy from an individual or
concern without engineering facilities and
knowledge born of long experience, the
fault must again lie with the exhibitor.
It must be borne in mind that a washed
air system operating on recirculated warm
water does not extract heat as does refrigeration. It functions through evaporation in an entirely differeni, manner, i. e.
heat transfer, or to term it still more
simply, “changing the form of the heat.”
That is to say, sensible heat lost in the
process of evaporation becomes latent heat
and herein lies the need for extreme caution in the engineering design of such a
system. If properly designed, this latent
(Continued on page 54)

QUESTIONS?
hi this, as in other departments of
The Modern Theatre section, we are
prepared to offer consultation and
practical advice to our readers on any
problem related to the air conditioning
of theatres. Such inquiries will be referred promptly to the most reliable
sources of information through our
connections with leading air conditioning engineers who collaborate in the
conduct of this department. Address
ALL Communications to the Editor.

as to most satisfactory performance. In fact, such a system in many
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lounge.

LITERATURE

Globe Theatre,
New York City

Airtemp, Incorporated, subsidiary of
Chrysler Corp., Dayton, Ohio, files a folder
describing the new Airtemp “All-in-One”
Air Conditioner for smaller theatres; “a
complete air conditioning system in one
package.” The product is illustrated and
general advantages outlined.
American Seating Company, of Grand
Rapids, Michigan, offers a copy of a very
interesting brochure of 28-pages entitled
“Seating America.” The booklet is institutional in character but it covers seating
service in a manner that should prove enlightening to many exhibitors. Modern
methods of seat manufacture are illustrated.

the

Air Controls, Inc., of Cleveland, Ohio,
submits two sales manuals of general information on Rex-Airate ventilating equipment and Rex-Air-Pak, the latter forced
air heating unit. Both booklets contain
complete information, specifications and
data on installation, performance charts,
etc.
Collins & Aikman Corp., of New York,
submits a 32-page handbook on the care
and cleaning of furniture and upholstery.
The booklet, profusely illustrated, contains
much information and advice that should
prove helpful to theatre managers and
maintenance men.
Carrier Corporation, of Newark, N. J.,
submits a folder on theatre air conditioning
in which twelve reasons for year-round
temperature regulation are itemized and
discussed. Each reason has a definite reaction on boxoffice receipts. Exhibitors
who procrastinate on their air conditioning
problem should get a copy and read it.

HARRY BRANDT, prominent
New York theatre owner and
exhibitor says: "Every bit as necessary as a good showing on the
screen is the showing your lobbies
and lounges make, for today, smart
interiors play an important part in
box-office returns."
Send for Catalogue

C, profusely illustrated in color, which

contains many items especially adaptable

naturally turn to Doehler Chromium
Furniture for that lasting beauty and
durability obtainable only in furniture
of master craftsmen. Priced moderately,
your dollars go further at Doehler.

DOEHLER
A "BEFORE"

EXAMPLE

The B. F. Goodrich Co., of Akron, Ohio,
files a copy of a new illustrated folder
explaining the advantages and outlining
methods of
new rubber
that is said
permanently

for theatre use.

Meet me in the lounge” is a phrase so
popular with theatre-goers that it is the
talk of exhibitors throughout the country. And, for the modern tempo, they

METAL FURNITURE CO.- INC
192 LEXINGTON

AND

THE

AVENUE

"AFTER"

Before

• NEW

YORK

RESULT

remodeling

aiul

re-

seating the aiulitorium of
the
Colonial Theatre
at
Monroe, New
York, It was

application of “Nukraft” — a
(Latex) seat decking material
to make theatre seat surfaces
smooth and resilient.

hardl.r more
the
atre. average

attractive than
antiiiuated the-

Thos. Mouldbig Floor Mfg. Co., Chicago,
111., files an illustrated specification folder
on Moultile, colorful reinforced asphalt tile
for flooring. Complete information is given
as well as a color chart comprising approximately 60 plain and marbleized colors and
shades. Installation pictures are also
shown.
Wholesale Radio Service Co., Inc., of
New York offers a copy of a new catalogue
on the new Lafayette Pacsimili-Tone Sound
System and other allied products and accessories offered by them for theatre work.
The catalogue contains eight pages, fully
illustrated and all items shown are priced.

Don’t sacrifice comfort on the altar of
cheapness. Comfort built into a chair is
worth the extra cost.

Good

But
toda.v (at right) it
presents an
example
of
house appeal that would be
uell received anywhere .
Photos, courtesy American
Seating

Compan.v-.

lighting goes a long ways toward

making a hit with the customers.
display that counts nowadays.
BOXOFFICE

: : May

It’s the
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Five Thousand

Dollars Did

in Fixing Up a Decrepit

The problem of the average exhibitor

operating in a small town or in the
suburban section of a metropolitan
center, when he needs a job of refurbishing done, is to get it done at a small cost.
Because of the expense, he usually must
scatter the work over a long period, doing
it only as he acquires enough capital or
credit, no matter how badly he may need
to have all the work done at once.
This problem is being felt particularly
by the exhibitor now that better times and,
perhaps even more important, the competition of other modernized theatres is making physical improvement of his theatre
almost as essential as purchase of new season product.
Warren L. Weber has solved the problem for his theatre, the Ellinwood, at Ellinwood, Kansas, which he recently completed
redecorating and modernizing at a cost of
approximately $5,000.

IN

DEC-

IN OPERATION

Case History No. 5
What

THEATRE

Theatre

the proscenium, along the balcony rail and
from the ceiling. The theatre interior had
been painted only once since 1907.
Yet today, with an expenditure that was
small compared with the job to be done
and the results achieved, the theatre is one
of the finest in any town in Kansas the
size of Ellinwood, with a population of

cenium. Rugs, mats and linoleum now
cover formerly bare floors. The interior
is finished in varying shades of brown, buff
and harmonizing colors of a warm hue.
Woodwork is bright maroon with maroon
drapes, and hardware throughout is of
chrome. Doors were removed, arches created, and the openings hung with drapes.
The stair-stepping of door arches carries
out a major method of securing modernistic effect and is used elsewhere on ceilings and doors, both architecturally and
decoratively. All window openings, especially around the balcony wall, were closed
with wall board, vastly improving the
acoustical standards of the house and en-

1,800.
Structural

Improvements

The theatre today is thoroughly modern, from the new canopy to the new pros-

Inset
below

(at right)

shows

how the same
zation was applied.

a

condition

area

appears

of disorder
after

and

moderni-

The task faced by A1 Hauetter, theatre
designer and decorator, when he went to
Ellinwood, was an arduous one. It required
eleven weeks to complete the job. There
was, however, no interruption of shows for
any of the work.
A Typical

Old-Timer

The Ellinwood building was erected in
1907 as an opera house. No wall was
straight, Hauetter found; no line was
plumb, and the stage was two feet off center. No two walls were parallel; one side
of the balcony was four inches higher than
the other. The blow of a hammer echoed
throughout the entire theatre for whole
minutes and slight winds set all the windows in the theatre rattling and shaking.
Street noises went through the house as
though it were made of paper. When a
door slammed, which was often, because
there were no door checks, the theatre reechoed like a barn. Wiring was all exposed,
strung over the ceiling, along walls, even
along the floor. The stage was curtainless and was furnished with nothing but a
screen and side wings of black cloth. The
lighting was typical of early day opera
houses — bulbs stuck out of sockets around
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abling operation of an air conditioning
system and more efficient heating with the
theatre’s new $3,500 automatic gas furnace.
The house was also completely rewired
with hidden conduits.
The illustrations are sufficient to indicate what was accomplished and how the
cost of the job was kept down. From the
front door, a new stairway covered with
black inlaid linoleum leads to the boxoffice.
The ceiling of the lobby is stair-stepped
upward from walls to the center, and
chromium finish has been used freely to
give the foyer — which did not exist before
— a smart appearance. Formerly doors
4 by 12 feet opened into the auditorium
from the lobby. These were stood on edge
to create a standee rail and bright maroon
drapes were hung above.
The boxoffice itself it now of plate glass
with chrome fittings. The lobby doors
were painted orange, blending the colors
through five stripes from each side to a
cream color in the middle. A silver moulding surrounds these panels.
Seating

Situation

Another marked
ehange in the appearance and
eftieieney of tlie JilUinwood. Inset shows a section
of the old proscenium arch.
Below — the new
area as it appears toda.v. Note the difference _ in
the appearance
tures.

of

There was no ladies’ lounge, so one was
created on the balcony floor. Rubber mats
were installed because smoking is allowed
in the balcony section; forced ventilation
removes the smoke. The ceiling above the
balcony stair is of masonite, magenta colored. The magenta was cut in half with
white, and cut again with white as the
motif was carried up each face to the ceiling surface.
Ten shades were used on the sidewalls
of the auditorium and balcony. The colors, beginning with an almost chocolate
brown at the bottom, grow lighter as they
go up, blending into a light buff at the top.
Blends

Harmoniously

The big 6x20 feet chandelier is stairstepped to match the ceiling and stage. Its
sixty red, straw and white lights are controlled from the booth. Aisle lights are
unnecessary because the chandelier dimmers are soft enough to enable patrons to
find their way about with safety and ease
and yet do not interfere with the picture.
The stage proscenium and ceiling are
(Continued on page 59)
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Improved

Mr. Hauetter evolved a new seating arrangement. Formerly the theatre had four
narrow aisles. He removed two of them,
installed 50 more seats in the house, and
was able to space the seats each two inches
apart. The new seating arrangement almost completely eliminated the pillars as
obstacles to unobstructed vision of the
screen, which was the case before from
many of the seats.
The old balcony was perhaps the least
attractive portion of the theatre. Mr.
Hauetter reconstructed the entire section.
Special sound proof material was used on
the face of the balcony, which improved
both its appearance and its acoustics. A
new railing had to be constructed because
of the location of fire exits. Finding it
impossible to eliminate the stairway to the
balcony because of the theatre’s construction, Hauetter set about to make it attractive. The stairs are now covered with black
inlaid linoleum with chrome kick plates
on the steps and chrome fittings on the
hand rails. Before, the stairs were unpainted, uncovered and without hand rails.

Lighting
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GUIDE

Through the co-operation of our affiliated architects, leading manufacturers, their engineers, designers, dealers, contractors and others, a majority of whom are active members of The Modern Theatre Remodeling
Institute, we are prepared to assist the theatre-owner in the structural
design as well as the selection and application of all commodities and
services needed in remodeling and modernizing by placing him in touch
with dependable sources of supply. As sponsor of the Institute, we
strive to impartially relay each inquiry only to sources of reliable information. However, we do not guarantee all statements or claims made
in connection with products offered.

MAIL

THIS FORM

FOR

FREE

INFORMATION

The MODERN THEATRE Remodeling Institute,
Room 334 — 332 S. Michigan Ave.
Chicago, 111.
Gentlemen: Without cost or obligation please arrange to have data
covering the following subjects:
□ Acoustics
n Air Conditioning

□ Decorating
□ Heating Equipment

□ Ampliiiers
□ Architectural Service

□ Lighting Fixtures
□ Lounge Furniture
□ Plumbing Fixtures

□ Carpets
n Coin Changers
□ Complete Remodeling

Theatre

□ Projectors
□ Projection Lamps

□
□
□
□
□
□

5-1-37

supplied

to us

Screens
Seating
Signs and Marquees
Sound Equipment
Theatre Fronts
Ticket Machines
Other Subjects

Seating Capacity.

Address
City

State
Signed

(Owner-Manager)
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Evaporative Heat Transfer
a Common Sense Solution
to Theatre Cooling
(Continued

from page 50)

Treat wili not be felt and the theatre will
be refreshingly cool. If a system is not
designed properly, it will be felt and a humidity (latent heat) condition will be
perceptible.
Answers

on

Three

Points

Let us proceed individually with the objections listed above.
Point No. 1. Results with washed air
depend entirely on correct cooling capacity and correct air motion at t.'ie seating
level. A washed air system depends for
success on evacuating the heat thrown off
by the audience (some 7,000 b.t.u. per
minute per 1,000 persons) for, as already
stated, it does not extract heat from the
air as does refrigeration. Air cooled sufficiently, coming into the theatre with its
sensible heat reduced, is but one phase of
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its function. Another phase is that additional heat must be taken from the bodies
of the audience — skin evaporation. (This
is of vital importance, as without such
body heat loss, an audience would complain of humidity.)
The importance of correct air and performance capacity can readily be seen in
this twin function; first to evacuate audience heat rapidly enough to keep it from
raising the interior room temperature, and
secondly, to eliminate all semblance of
“mugginess.” (By the phrase, “air cooled
sufficiently,” I mean the use of a washer
able to cool not less than 70 per cent of
the difference in degrees between the dry
and wet bulb thermometers. A narrow,
makeshift air washer evaporator will not
do this.)
Point No. 2. A correctly designed washed air system does not need cyclonic effect for cooling. Our company designs all
systems for a 35 feet per minute movement. (The lightness of this air movement
is realized when considering the fact that
the psychrometric and comfort tests held
at the research laboratory of the American Society of Heating and Ventilating
Engineers terms air movement velocity up
to 25 feet per minute as “still air.”) It
has always been my belief that a theatregoer might just as well be annoyed by
by drafts and to that end our reas
heat
search has always been along the lines of
“draftless” cooling.
Point No. 3. Humidity and the humidity bug-a-boo (for a bug-a-boo it is). A
whole volume could be written on this, but
space allotted will not permit. Most people do not realize that when humidity is
high, temperature is relatively low, requiring little further lowering. They feel hot,
due to lessened skin evaporation and lessened body heat loss, but with proper air
motion, they would be in for a pleasant
surprise.
There are two sides to this story of humidity, with adherents to two distinct
schools of thought as to the proper method
of dehumidification. For those who say
that it is proper to take moisture from air,
there are others, including scientists, who
say that taking moisture from the air is
dangerous because it causes excessive evaThe MODERN

THEATRE

SECTION

poration from the skin, and hence, excessive body heat loss. There are others who
hold to the air movement theory of dehumidification in effect; that is, while actually taking no moisture from the air the
air movement against the skin makes it
impossible to feel the latent heat in the
air and thus nullifies any effects of mugginess that would otherwise be felt.
You might ask how this is possible. A
simple explanation would be the electric
fan moving air against the merchant’s
show window and keeping it from frosting. Surely the fan takes no moisture
from the air. It merely dissipates the
blanket of air against the glass, preventing its moisture content from congealing
and freezing. In exactly the same way
does air motion dissipate the blanket of
air against the skin, permitting normal
skin evaporation thereon and normal body
heat loss.
Air

Motion

an

f

“

¥s-^

Advantage

To those who feel adversely towards the
additional 10 to 15 per cent relative humidity of the washed air system over the
refrigeration system, bear in mind that in
the correctly designed system this slight
difference is more than offset by the
stronger air motion of the washed air system. In fact, the refrigerated atmosphere
frequently feels more “clammy”
its lesser air motion.

because of

One last statement in support of this;
that of the Research Laboratory Director
of the American Society of Heating and
Ventilating Engineers. In a long article
in Heating, Piping and Air Conditioning ,
November, 1935, issue, after an entire summer of comprehensive tests, this party is
on record with the following statements:
“The observations which were possible
during the study of feeling of warmth indicate rather conclusively, however, that
relative humidity over a considerable
range is of much less importance than had
been supposed .... It is shown that air
conditions ranging from 70 to 71 degrees
to 74 to 75 degrees effective temperature
give a feeling of comfort, as far as warmth
is concerned over a wide range of moisture content throughout the summer
months, regardless of the prevailing outside temperature on any particular day.”
In conclusion, I wish to caution all those
exhibitors operating in warm water localities not to sell their “washed air” cooling
short; that it offers the means of securing
ideal cooling results — results that audiences will be enthusiastic about and compliment you on. By this we mean, temperature reductions of 15 and 20 degrees
with an ideal and refreshing interior atmosphere with no semblance of humidity
effects present.
But, as I hope has been conveyed clearly in the foregoing, this can only be done
by strict adherence to the basic fundamentals mentioned: Air and performance
capacity of apparatus selected and proper
engineering design to insure proper heat
evacuation and skin evaporation. To purchase washed air and not do this is only
enlarging the black eye washed air cooling probably falsely and unjustly bears in
those instances where exhibitors were not
careful. Remember that no cooling system is better than the engineering that
fathers it.
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Life of a Projector

ON

and

Be Prolonged
By Herbert Griffin*

There are no ex-

act standards regarding what constitutes “the normal
projector
life of a
mechanism” but it is
possible to express
some ideas as to “how
d.”
it may be prolonge
For many years efforts
have been made to establish standards of allowable wear on cer-

tain parts of the projector in order to increase the pleasure and safety of theatre
patrons. In spite of the fact, however,
that the Society of Motion Picture Engineers and the International Projector
Corporation have endeavored to establish
standards, so far this has been found a
practical impossibility.

Some of the parts of Simplex Projectors
are manufactured with tolerances of one
ten-thousandth part of an inch plus or
minus, and these have been our standards
for over fifteen years. Such measurements
are ordinarily only used in the manufacture of scientific instruments and much
pioneering was done by us in creating the
standards and maintaining them. Over
one hundred thousand dollars worth of
measuring and checking equipment is used
in our factory in order to secure positive
precision in making Simplex parts and the
skill to know how to use such equipment
correctly is the result of long and priceless experience.
For these reasons it has been found impossible to supply theatres with even a
moderate amount of equipment which
would enable tests to be made in order to
check allowable wear. The theatre owner
and manager will, therefore, be compelled
to fall back upon the skill of his projectionist and common sense and experience
in order to make some sort of an estimate

*Vice President, International Projector
Corporation, New York City.
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of what is “the normal
mechanism.”
Too Many

life of a projector

Factors

JMECHANICAE

TO
THE
MORE
THE
MODERN

Govern

The title of this article was selected by
the editors of this publication, not by me,
and the only thing definite that can be
said is that no one can say what “the
normal life of a projector mechanism”
could be because there are so many factors to be taken into consideration. An
effort, however, can be made to make some
suggestions regarding the proper care of
certain parts and the mechanism as a
whole, and this will be about as close as
anyone can come to knowing “how the life
of a mechanism may be prolonged.” To
say that parts made by any manufacturer
will not wear out is an absurdity. All
operating parts on any mechanism will
wear out after a time and all metal will
age and show deterioration after a period.
In supplying information regarding the
care and life of a mechanism it will be

PRAC-

EFFICIENT
THEATRE.

necessary to take as a standard a brand
new mechanism. In an old mechanism we
cannot tell what the condition of every
part may be and wear on one part sets
up a chain of wear. A replaced part will
not last as long unless a complete job of
repair and replacement has been made;
some parts are old and some are new or
the parts replaced are not made by the
same firm that manufactured the mechanism. We have problems of wear that are
individual and cannot be covered by any
general statement.
Some practical deductions can be made
as to the amount of repair necessary for
an old mechanism but, of course, these will
depend upon the age of the mechanism,
the use it has had and the care it has received. There are many competent projectionists who are extremely careful regarding the care of their projectors but it
is obvious that men are not alike. Therefore, in view of the fact that there can be
no positive knowledge about the condition
of the projector or the care it has received, no exact information can be supplied regarding the length of time the
mechanism should run without requiring
further repairs and replacement.
Lubrication

a

Prime

Essential

Even with the installation of brand new
equipment in a house that is just opening
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Readers of The Modern Theatre section are reminded that further interesting
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many

things occur that will have an important bearing upon how long the mechanism will run without repairs and replacement. Let us suppose that the theatre
is behind schedule — and this frequently
happens. The projectionist has not had
the opportunity to give proper attention to
the projection equipment and is trying to
make up for lost time. In some instances
the projector head had been used as a
step-ladder to make a hook-up. Sometimes
part of the scaffolding drops on the projector. Then there is a great deal of plaster and dirt to be cleaned up and this dust
is extremely injurious to a new mechanism. Under such conditions we will hope
that the projectionist has the opportunity
and inclination to give the projector a
thorough cleaning. He will then proceed
with the lubrication and we sincerely trust
that his can is filled with Simplex oil.
This is the only oil we recommend, not because we are trying to sell oil, but because
we believe that Simplex mechanisms give
the longest use and greatest satisfaction
when oil of proper consistency is used.
Simplex oil is the result of years of experimentation and use and nothing else
should be used on Simplex projectors. It
can happen and it has happened that in
reaching out for an oil can a can is used
which contains oil that never should be
used in a projector and above all things
not used in the intermittent movement
assembly. The question of lubrication is a
serious one as anyone who has any
knowledge of machinery knows, and the
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Room

satisfaction our products have given and
we are not at all pleased when a mechanism comes back to us too soon for repair
or replacement. This little matter of supplying a can and the oil is an effort on
our part to assist the theatre owner, manager and projectionist by doing all that
lies in our power to see that our mechanisms give long and satisfactory use.

111.

manager, owner and projectionist should
realize that it is a most wasteful economy
to use any lubricant not intended for motion picture projectors.
The oil can is an inexpensive little tool
and yet it can be the cause of trouble all
out of proportion to the cost of replacing
it from time to time with a new one. Rust
and dirt accumulate. Cheap cans corrode.
Even with cans of a good grade the accumulation of dirt will do a lot of damage if the can is not cleaned regularly.
We consider this question of oil and the
oil can so serious that in future a brand
new

oil can and a quart of oil will be included with every shipment of mechanisms
from the factory. Our sole purpose in doing
this is to maintain the reputation Simplex
projectors have established in many years
of use. Our reputation is based upon the

Years

Safe

Minimum

We will now assume that all possible
care has been given to the mechanism and
that it will get a reasonably good start
when it is brand new or when it has come
back after proper repair and replacement.
Perhaps we can then arrive at some conclusion as to just how long it should be
before that mechanism again requires repair and replacement. To do this we will
have to know more definitely about the
use the projector receives, that is, how
many hours a week does it operate. There
is such a variation in this that again any
specific statement would be subject to objection and criticism. Let us assume, however, that we are considering the mechanism in a theatre that opens at one o’clock
in the afternoon and closes at eleven
o’clock at night. While there are many
theatres now equipped with three projectors or in some instances an extra mechanism, we will consider only a theatre in
which there are two projectors. Under
reasonably good conditions in this theatre,
operating ten hours a day, and there being
(Continued on page 65)
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A PAGE OF PRACTICAL POINTERS ON THE ESSENTIAL PHASES
OF SANITATION FOR THE MODERN MOVING PICTURE THEATRE

Sanitary Maintenance
to Theatre Seating

WE have heard theatre seating called

the most intimate furnishing of
the theatre because it comes into
direct physical contact with the patron.
Every patron who buys a ticket at the boxoffice hopes to occupy a seat during his
stay in the theatre. And since moving picture theatre seats are not reserved for a
season nor for a series of pictures even,
the patron seldom occupies the same seat
two times in succession. He does not purchase the seat — it is public property — he
merely leases it for one performance.
Since this is the case, the patron has no
right to demand that the one seat he leases
be any more comfortable to his posture or
any more sanitary in its upkeep than any
other seat in the house. He will judge the
entire group of chairs by the one he occupies. Hence a theatre may be said to be
no better seated than the poorest chair
in the house.
The

Chewing

Gum

Menace

Now it is entirely possible that theatre
patrons may be turned away from a theatre by being forced to sit in a chair which
has been recently occupied by a candy-eating or gum-chewing customer who was not
too careful of his manners. A lollypopwielding child can be a definite menace to
the theatre, its furnishings, the management and the patrons.

as It Applies

as well as neglect by the cleaning staff of
the slovenly-kept theatre.
It is a known fact that one deposit of
chewing gum under a theatre seat will
invite a dozen more wads, whereas if the
first culprit doesn’t find a wad which has
preceded his wandering fingers, he will
probably make other provisions for his
juicy cud. The answer to the maintenance
man is to keep the seating immaculate in
order to discourage such habits on the part
of careless and unthinking theatre patrons.
Neglect

Invites

Criticism

Sticky arm rests and upholstery material
are another bane to the fastidious patron
who does not relish occupying a chair
which may be not only unsanitary but
dangerous to clothes as well. Of course,
accidents will happen and that which is
seldom experienced will be passed over.
But any theatre which shows neglect to
the cleanliness of its auditorium, the floors,
walls and seats, merely invites severe criti-

cism by its more valuable type of patrons
and eventual boycott if the condition is
not overcome.
Sanitary preparations and equipment as
they are produced today make it possible
to keep the theatre seating in prime condition for many years. When good chairs
are purchased in the first place and then
maintained so that they are above reproach, they will not only retain their comfort indefinitely but they will also remain
more attractive to the eye.
Vacuum cleaning equipment for the fabric portions will work wonders in keeping
the original sheen. Shampooing liquids
and apparatus are other items which make
the maintenance man’s job easier. Their
quick action makes removal of the chairs
for dry-cleaning unnecessary. Spot removers and patching materials are also a
big aid for the chair maintenance job.
The outlay for theatre seating should
make theatre owners and managers think
twice before they consent to seeing their
property abused by either the patrons or
the help. Vigilance in the manner of sanitary maintenance will go a long way towards keeping the chairs in the best condition.

But what’s to do about it? We can’t
turn people away because they like to take
their entertainment gastronomically as
well as mentally. This intimate thing, a
theatre chair, and in the dark, mind you,
is ideal for such patrons, as it also is disgusting for those who will be offended by
what the wrong-doers leave behind.
Sensible house hygiene and sanitation
can only suggest that the offending patron
may be reformed by an example of cleanliness and good taste within the theatre and
especially in the auditorium where the soft
lighting invites misdemeanors of patrons

floor and

uipment

eq
CLEANING
^ls.»J
' and SUPPLtES
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A Weather

Eye to House
Appeal When Winter
Comes
(Continued from page 38)

Corporation, recently told the exhibitors’
convention delegates at Miami that a 5V2
per cent patronage increase spread over
five years should liquidate the investment.
Mr. Lewis also introduced a table of owning and operating cost from which it could
readily be proved, by writing a few figures
on a scratch pad, that those exhibitors
who, according to their own statements,
had increased summer business 50 per cent
to 100 per cent, actually and completely

meet this obstacle, our company has developed an evaporator condenser which
tests indicate will give a 90 to 95 per cent
water saving over ordinary methods.
Science in air conditioning is at this time
doing everything possible to overcome the
few remaining minor obstacles that stand
in the way of every theatre’s being completely air conditioned.
In summarizing the salutary effects of
air conditioning on the box office, let us
say briefly that it will:
(1) Draw patronage from theatres
which are not conditioned.
(2) Draw to the theatre persons who
enjoy pictures; but who do not enjoy them
well enough to suffer the discomfort of an
overheated or poorly air conditioned house.
(3) Draw to the theatre in the summer
those persons who are not regular patrons
of any theatre, but who will pay the admission price to cool off and be comforL
able.

What Five Thousand Dollars Did in Fixing Up a
Decrepit Theatre
(Continued

The front of the Centur>' Theatre in Mobile,
Alabama.
A
modern
theatre in which house
appeal is not affected by tlie whims
of the
thermometer. Photo by Carrier Corp.

liquidated their entire investment

in air

conditioning during the first summer’s
operation or in less than one-third of a
year.
In other words, air conditioning pays for
itself in five years. On the other hand, the
exhibitor who gets out of step with modern developments soon finds he is losing
ground to the fellow down the street. With
all new theatres providing at least summer air conditioning, competition is too
keen for the exhibitor with an existing
theatre to disregard this self-paying addition to house appeal.
The type of equipment required depends
greatly upon the house to be air conditioned. The de luxe houses like the Music
Hall in Radio City call for an elaborate
system which would be completely out of
place in a neighborhood showplace needing only two 15-ton compressors to do the
job. Interior fittings of some theatres also
provide problems, while a newly constructed house usually is built with air conditioning in mind.
Few

Obstacles

Remain

With the increase in the number of air
conditioning installations, some cities have
pointed with alarm at the growing demand
for water to be used in the machines. To
BOXOFFICE
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from page 53)

painted buff to reflect the colored lights in
the chandelier and in the stage trough.
This last effect had to be created because
none existed before and bulbs stuck up
directly out of the floor. The curtain of
the stage is maroon velour with gold damask cloth, opening in the center, and
matching the woodwork at the rear of the
auditorium.
Exit and washroom signs throughout the
theatre were set back flush with the walls
and are indirectly lighted. In the front of
the entrance lobby, as the patron leaves
the theatre, a big shadow box advertises
coming attractions. Seven display boards,
of which the theatre had none before, are
strategically placed, including a position at
the top of the balcony stairs.

Chair Installation Is
Most Important Factor
Seat installation is one of the most vital
points with which the exhibitor should be
concerned in the formulation of his seating plans. It enters into the structural
phase.
A good footing is essential. Correct
angles and slopes are important. And
finally the method of fastening the chairs
to the floor is most vital to a satisfactory
installation.
The owner should insist on the installer’s using an approved type of anchor —
one that will stand the stress and strain
to which all public seating is subjected.
Such precautions should be taken well in
advance of the installation.
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be sure of the finest in picture quality. From
the world's largest line, your dealer will help
you select the surface —
white, silver or
glass-beaded —
that most efficiently meets
your projection requirements. Da-Lite's long
experience in making screens assures uniform, smoothly applied surface coatings and
clarity. images of outstanding brightness and
screen

Ask

DA-LITE
2713

your

dealer

or write

SCREEN

N. Crawford

Ave.,

CO., INC.
Chicago,

Illinois

DA-LITE
SCREENS
Quality Screens for More
Than a Quarter Century

Dependability
Embellish
smooth,

your

programs

silent curtain

with

operation.

VALLEN
NOISELESS

AUTOMATIC

CURTAIN

CONTROLS
and

BALL-BEARING,
SAFETY
One-button

ALL-STEEL.
TRACK

control

starts, stops

or reverses (an exclusive Vallen feature). Operates perfectly every time.
Write

BLOWERS

No.

for catalog

and

popular

prices.

$9.95

all your

air

first on

all

S. 0. S. CORPORATION
636B

-

IITH

AVE.

NEW

YORK

59

OFFERING SERIALLY THE OPINIONS OF SPECIALISTS IN THE VARIOUS FACTORS
OF ILLUMINATON FOR ADVERTISING DISPLAY. CLEAR VISION AND SCENIC EFFECT

New

Wonders

for the 1939

in Lighting
World's

THERE’S something in the air. We’re

beginning to hear whispers of a great
show to come. News is leaking out
slowly: news of the creation of a World of
the Future. "Vague suggestions that “we
ain’t seen nothin’ yet” are reaching our
ears. Cholley Knickerbocker is going
around with a smug smile on his face. If
you can get him to talk, which isn’t very
hard to do, he’ll quip an invitation to come
see him in 1939.
The reason for Cholley’s complacency is
that he’s building up to what promises to
be the grandest exposition of the many
grand ones we’ve seen in the past few
years. The whispering campaign of the
present will soon boom into loud praise
and enthusiasm for the New York World’s
Fair of 1939.
When we recall what great changes in
style trend of architecture, lighting, furnishings and structural materials were
brought about first by the Chicago Fair
and then by its successors in San Diego,
Dallas and Cleveland, we look forward
with a definite interest to New York’s exposition as an example of even greater
progress. Theatre men especially will do
well to keep their ears to the ground and
their minds receptive to the features of
this coming Fair, which undoubtedly will
prove as valuable to them as the many
innovations they gleaned from the past
ones.
It takes no great stretch of the imagination to envision in the New York Fair certain modes and methods for luminous display which will be found applicable to the
theatre industry. Expositions of this type
are always reflected for years to come in
home life, business and entertainment.
A Mentor

of Modernity

The theme of the New York World’s
Fair is to be the graphic demonstration
of the employment of materials, ideals,
tools and forces of today in building a
better and fuller world of tomorrow and
an illustration of the interdependence in
modern civilization of all classes and all
nations.
Rather a large order that, but when
boiled down it spells progress in every detail. Progress that will be of great interest to theatre men who will find means
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in this industry and will undoubtedly remain so long after the Fair has come and

Effect

Fair

to adapt
future.

it to their showhouses

of the

In the first plans which we are hearing
discussed with much interest, the dominant architectural feature, a white sphere
200 feet high poised on a cluster of fountains and flanked by a slender 700-foot
triangular obelisk, is perhaps the most outstanding prediction. This Theme Center
of the exposition was announced recently
by Grover Whalen, president of the Fair
Corporation.
Although both sphere and triangle are
among

geometry’s simplest and most fundamental forms, neither has ever before
been employed in formal architecture.
Their use for the key buildings of the Fair
resulted from a determination to strike a
new note in design, yet one that was simple as to form, beautiful and structurally
sound, Mr. Whalen explained. It was felt
that such a note would best exemplify in
architecture the theme of the Fair — Building the World of Tomorrow. It was also
felt that the conception of a sphere hung
on illuminated uprushing jets of water
was a happy interpretation of the festive
quality inherent in an exposition.
In announcing the plans for the Theme
Center, Mr. Whalen said:
“We promised the world something new
in Fair architecture, and here it is — something radically different and yet fundamentally as old as man’s experience. We
believe that in these plans the architects
have expressed perfectly the spirit of the
Fair.
“These buildings are themselves a
glimpse into the future — a foretaste of that
better World of Tomorrow, of which we
hope in some part to be the harbingers.
We do not mean by this that the buildings of tomorrow will all be spheres and
triangles, but we do believe that they will
shed extraneous elements and revert to
fundamental lines and forms. We feel that
simplicity must be the keynote of a perfectly ordered mechanical civilization.”
Mr. Whalen’s reasoning is so logical that
it cannot help but impress the owners of
theatres, large and small, throughout the
country. At present, a spherical or triangular theatre does seem highly impractical, but obviously, the simplicity of which
Mr. Whalen speaks has proved to be ideal

gone.
A Festive Atmosphere
Wallace K. Harrison and J. Andre
Fouilhoux, the farsighted architects who
conceived the Perisphere, will doubtless receive the plaudits of millions for their creation of a gay and festive atmosphere.
Their work under the direction of the
Board of Design will probably serve as a
milepost to those who will follow in designing such broad projects.
Mr. Harrison said that in planning the
Fair’s Theme Center, the idea of using
some spherical structure came up almost
at the beginning. It was difficult to trace
its origin now, he said, but he thought it
resulted in part from the semi-circular nature of the plot of ground for the Theme
Plaza, in part from the requirements for
visitor circulation and in part from the
“■Venetian” aspect of the flat terrain and
pale blue Long Island sky. In "Venice, he
pointed out, the two-thirds sphere was
used in such edifices as the Cathedral of
Saint Mark, and probably a full sphere
would have been attempted had engineers
of the time known how to build one.
“We ransacked every book we could find
and the entire brains of our office for
ideas,” Mr. Harrison continued. “We covered the walls with sketches, had rough
models made and even employed a painter
to consider the problem from the point of
view of color.
“We considered a tower 1,500 feet high:
we thought of building a cluster of bowls
for open air exhibits: we proposed a great
ancillary sphere which would show the
movement of the planets: we conceived of
towers on tops of balls and balls on tops
of towers.
“Other

ideas included

a

great glass

Advice on Lighting
Various contributors to this department, comprising outstanding authority on the subject of Theatre Lighting,
will be glad to answer questions or
otherwise assist in the correct solution
of any lighting problems presented by
our readers. Such inquiries, addressed
to the editor of The Modern Theatre
section, will be referred promptly to
sources of information most pertinent
to the problem presented.
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tower with a spiral track running up to
the top, a hoop on top of a sphere with a
car swooping around the hoop, various
forms of theatres, great rising platforms,
twin towers joined at the top and even a
great eagle holding a sphere in its beak.

WE

GAVE

IT THE

3RD DEGREE!

“We early decided, however, against giving the structure any extraneous architectural significance, such as an eagle would
have. We also ruled out observation platforms and attempts to outskyscrape Manhattan.
“The
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a sphere with a tower beside it does not.”
A Lesson in Practicality
Such ardent research is both interesting
and inspiring. It should be of interest to
those theatre owners especially, who make
snap judgments and who are quick to forget practicability in their yearning after
some fad. While we do not attempt to
compare the average theatre owner’s problems and triumphs to those which these

PATENTED
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AND
SUPPORTING
FRAMES
are covered by U. S. PATENTS
No. 2,038,978 granted April 28, 1930, and 1,989,855 granted
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Protected

idea of the spire was also suggested by Venice and its campaniles. It
was felt necessary to provide some sign
post for the Fair which could be seen
from a distance and to provide some directional guide for those within the
grounds. A sphere or any other symmetrical structure cannot serve as a guide because it looks the same from all sides. But

Kapids,

Mich.

intensely busy planners of New York’s Fair
will encounter, we do believe that any
showman may profit by a look-see at the
workings of a gigantic exposition.
Especially of interest, and, in a degree,
adaptable to the theatre industry will be
the illuminating technique contemplated
for the Fair. Preliminary plans would
seem to be most ingenious. In his description of them, Mr. Whalen said:
“The lights thrown on the Perisphere at
night will have their source in projectors
at least 400 feet away from the globe. They
will be mounted in batteries on the roofs
of various exhibit buildings, and their
beams will envelope the sphere in cones of
light. On misty nights these cones will
be visible and will of themselves create interesting patterns.
“Our illumination experts tell us that
the total amount of light thrown on the
Perisphere will equal 850,000 watts. The
projectors will be either of the incandescent or arc type, depending on their function. Some will be used to bathe the surface in solid color, while others will superimpose on this color moving patterns,
either abstract or depicting actual scenes
and pictures.
“The illumination of the sphere will differ from flood lighting because of the distance the beams will travel. Furthermore,
the beams will just fit the globe so that
no light will spill over on the sides. Additional lighting effects will be provided by
throwing white light up through the fountains, making them emit a glow against
the bottom of the sphere.
“No illumination will be directed at the
Trylon. Its lower part will receive reflected light from other buildings, but the
rest of the tower will fade away into the

THE EVIDENCE
STARTLED THE
INDUSTRY!

If you haven't read the latest book —
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Millions”
It seems very evident that New York’s
night.” Fair is going to dazzle us comWorld’s
pletely. The two years we must wait for
it alone will bring forth new wonders. Perhaps by 1939, theatre owners throughout
the country will be setting an equally advanced pace in the provision of entertainment.
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Excellent progress is being made on the
New Martini, a modern theatre now under
construction on the northeast corner of
21st and Church Streets, in Galveston,
Texas. Hollow tile is now being placed on
the first floor of the structure and brick
work will start as soon as the tile work is
completed.
The massive steel beams forming the
superstructure, shown above, will give our
readers an idea of the general appearance
of the imposing structure. The building

It pays for the exhibitor to be modern.
Modern picture plays are definitely out of
place in many of our out-moded picture
houses.

will include all features of a modern theatre and will have a seating capacity of
1,500. Entrance to the building will be on
21st Street.
The theatre is being erected by the Galveston Theatres, Inc., at a cost of approximately $100,000. George P. O’Rourke Construction Co., of Dallas, is the general contractor. A detailed description of the New
Martini, after completion, will appear in a
later issue of The Modern Theatre section.

Patrons are wise to the many new ways
science has lately provided to make them
comfortable. The crafty patrons go where
they can relax and enjoy themselves.
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A New

Era Confronts the
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Motion Picture
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SEATING

the fullest extent, or whether he gets the
benefit of only a part of them.
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loose chair worries.
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Basic

Requisite

for Theatre

Sound

The same group of engineers who are
responsible for the new improvements in
the recording and laboratory processing of
the new sound have also established cer. tain standards in theatre reproducing
equipment . . .
A factor of great importance is the necessity for maintaining sound projection
equipment at the highest possible level of
operating efficiency. This means periodic
check-up of the equipment by competent
men. Years of experience has demonstrated that the trained field engineers of
the equipment manufacturer can do this
job best and most economically in the long
run.
Many of the industry’s most forwardlooking exhibitors, among whom are numbered the largest circuits as well as smaller
theatre owners, have already prepared their
theatres for the advent of the new sound
by meeting the fundamentals set forth . . .
Research

QUIET
BALL-BEARINGS
pillow

solid rubber
blocks.

VARIABLE
CONTROL

of Future

In this talk you have heard me make
frequent mention of research and development engineers. This is particularly significant. Mr. David Sarnoff, President of
the Radio Corporation of America, has
frequently said that the future of any great
industry rests with the research engineer.
That no industry can afford to stand still;
it must either go forward or slip back.
That unceasing research and development
looking for constant improvement is an
industry’s best guarantee for the future,
in competition with other demands on the

mmm
vmECTSHar
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SPEED

Belt and motor pulley furnished with all
models at $47.50 and
up. Six sizes.
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cooling in summer
an.d changed to exhaust in winter.
Write for literature
on complete line.

public’s time and money. I have only
briefly touched on some of the accomplishments of the group of engineers who
are making possible a new era in motion
picture sound. These same engineers are
tirelessly working on new methods of improving and refining existing services as
well as to create wholly new services . . .
Television

No

Bugaboo

While on the subject of technological
development, some of you might well ask:
“How will Television affect the theatre
owner?” As you undoubtedly know, the
RCA Laboratories lead the world in Television development and are now making
extensive tests in New York with the National Broadcasting Company, another
RCA service, looking to the eventual solution of the tremendous technical as well as
commercial problems involved in making
Television a practical every day service.
In answer to the question, I would like
to express a personal opinion that when
Television finally comes — and it won’t be
here tomorrow — it’s going to help rather
than hurt the theatre box office.
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Whenever any new development such as
Television comes along, the general cry is
that it is going to put an existing service
in an allied field out of business. It was
thought by many that radio would affect
the newspapers and magazines. Yet the
newspaper and magazine publishing busi(Continued on following page)
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picture business was becoming stagnant.
There really had been no great technical
improvement in the art of motion picture
projection since the inception of the business. Yes, there had been such improvements as elimination of flicker and greater
light intensity on the screen. But nothing
further. Then along came radio, and the
electrical art, which made possible a tremendous contribution to the motion picture
field — namely, sound. When sound was
added to the motion picture, there was a
tremendous revival of public interest in
the motion picture and box office receipts
reached new highs.

ness not only continues to flourish but is
making new strides ahead. Circulation
figures for newspapers and magazines are
higher now than ever in history. As a
recent instance, a new magazine is published, incorporating a new idea, rendering a new service to the public and what
happens — sales go to a million copies in
less than four months. The old “Life”
magazine had less than 150,000 circulation
after 54 years publication. A new idea, a
sort of a motion picture technique applied
to publishing, gave new

life to “Life.”

We all heard, back in 1925, ’26 and ’27
that radio was hurting box office receipts.
But that wasn’t exactly so. The

In our own Company,

motion

WEATHER CONTROL
SYSTEMS
•

FINEST

©

PROPER

Specially Designed
FOR

SMALL THEATRES

REFRIGERATION

UP

DEHUMIDIFICATION

• UP-TO-DATE

AIR

we have a similar

TO

800

SEATS

CLEANING

Write today for prices and be AMAZED
This complete system, engineered for your particular requirements, is manufactured in ASSEMBLED PACKAGES by one of
the largest pioneer manufacturers of air conditioning
eration in the world. Easily installed by your
or under

NATIONAL

our supervision.

At Our Prices

You

Terms

THEATRE
Exclusive

Cannot

and refrigown local

to suit.

SUPPLY

CO.

Distributors

Afford

To Be Without

Air

Conditioning

RUSSIALOID
REG. TRADE-MARK

ArtiFicial Leather For Seating
Mod ern theatre designers and owners are speciFying RUSSIALOID because it is smarter looking
and wears better.
RUSSIALOID insures long and satisFactory service. Cleans easily. It comes in many Fast colors
and varied patterns.
Write us for samples.

THE

PANTASOTE
250 PARK

AVENUE

spin.
At the bottom of the depression, RCA
Victor decided that radio was in no way a
competitor of recorded music — that recorded music filled a need that Radio could not
fill — namely to give you the music you
want when you want it. We put our engineers to work on improving the recordings
and reproducers. The result was “higher
fidelity” recording — making possible lifelike rendition of the music and a revolutionary new reproducer incorporating, what

• ADEQUATE AIR CIRCULATION
• AUTOMATIC CONTROL

mechanics

example. I refer to the Victor Record end
of our business. Most people think that
radio killed the record business. It didn’t.
The record industry killed itself. Actually,
there was no great improvement in the art
of disc sound recording and reproduction
from the time Mr. Johnson made his first
phonograph recordings in 1898 until 1926.
The recordings in 1925 were thin. They
had no life, no vitality, no sparkle. They
were but a poor imitation of the original.
Then along came radio and forced a new
contribution on the record industry —
namely electrical recording and, later on,
electrical reproduction. What happened?
Victor Record sales in the next two years
increased 50 per cent over that of the year
1925. But with no sustained effort to keep
on improving the quality of the recordings
and reproduction, with the coming of the
depression, the business went into a tail

COMPANY,
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STREET,

NEW

YORK

INC.

the engineers chose to call, the “dynamic
expander.” To this was added some advertising and promotion effort. What has
happened since then? Sales in 1936 were
300 per cent over 1933. And this year we
expect a 50 per cent increase over last year.
The motion picture theatre is, today, the
most popular gathering place for the largest number of people. People still have
the age old urge to get away from their
homes and enjoy the large-scale entertainment which only the motion picture theatre can provide. Far sighted theatre managers who like to keep ahead of developments rather than follow them, have
already sensed the value of making their
theatres the most attractive gathering place
for the largest number of people. People
still have the age old urge to get away
from their homes and enjoy the largescale entertainment which only the motion
picture theatre can provide. Far sighted
theatre managers who like to keep ahead
of developments rather than follow them,
have already sensed the value of making
their theatres the most attractive gathering places in their respective communities,
by providing beautiful and comfortable
surroundings and the most advanced technical facilities for presenting sound pictures.
When television comes, I believe that
the motion picture producers will make
use of television to show advance trailers
from their outstanding productions. A
two or three minute sample of a superproduction isgoing to make many, many
million more people want to see these productions in their entirety and the place
that they will see them is in your theatres. I am sure that far sighted motion
picture executives see in television the
greatest advance agent and exploitation
medium that the motion picture has ever
had. When television comes, your theatres are not going to be big enough to
hold the crowds that television exploitation will send to your box offices . . .
As an advertising man

64

The MODERN

I should like to

THEATRE

SECTION

leave one other brief message with you before closing. Sound is one of the most important commodities you have to sell to
the public. The picture companies, the
laboratories, and the equipment manufacturers are doing all in their power to
bring it to you in its most perfect, salable
form. But, as a group of businessmen
which is noted for its showmanship, you
all know that it is not enough to have
something fine and outstanding; you must
also tell the world about it. For, after you
get this new fine product from the producers, and after you have provided the
best technical facilities for presenting it
most favorably to your patrons, you still
must promote it as one of your permanent
attractions. Sound is an all-year-round
attraction — and that gives you the advantage of having a consistent selling feature
to talk about.

The Normal Life of a Projector and How It May

1

KAPLAN
Rear Shutter

MECHANISM

Proven

BEST

Be Prolonged
has

(Continued from page 57)

nothing unusual about the care of the projectors, that is good or bad, it would not
seem unreasonable to say that the mechanism should give very satisfactory service
for at least five years with only nominal
repair after the first year.
It has become evident to some of the
most experienced men in this field that
they must be prepared to install new
equipment when changes and improvements
make this desirable. Progressive theatre
owners realize that they must meet competition and cannot afford to give their
patrons projection which is inferior to that
in nearby theatres. There is no possibility
that new models will be brought out every
year but worth while improvements will be
made from time to time and many theatre
owners will want equipment embodying the
new ideas. It is hard to say whether such
changes will come in every three or five
years, but under any circumstances it will
be found unwise to continue using obsolete equipment. Obsolete equipment or projectors allowed to deteriorate will not be
found satisfactory by many theatre owners no matter how much is spent for repairs and replacement. It will, therefore,
be wise for theatre owners in most instances to determine whether it will be
more profitable to install new equipment
or spend a considerable amount for repairs
and replacement. Of course, if it is not
found practical to install new equipment
it certainly will be found well worth while
to have repairs and replacement made by
the manufacturer of that particular projector or their representatives.
Common

Sense

Indications

Although no practical means have been
found to measure parts on the projector
while the mechanism is in the projection
room, there are certain common sense indications which will tell the projectionist
when there is undue wear on any part.
(Continued on page 67)
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12-in. GOTHIC

Letter, full

3-1 /16", is supplied

WAGNER SIGN
SERVICE, Inc.

with

Our
THK

Covered h.v
Structures
Are

All

P.VTKNT
PllOTECTION
COKPOKATION.

218 S. Ho.vne Avenue . . . CHICAGO
12.8 W. filtli Street . . . NEW
YORK
70() E. Hancock Aaciiuc . . DETROIT

Pittsburgh
Southeastern

Territor.v' Representative; EEEXECME
SAEES
CORPORATION,
4,86 Boulevard of the Allies, Pittsburgh
Representative: rLEXIAIME
SOUTHERN
CORPORATION,
Atlanta,

Ga.
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supply
WHAT

you

MAY

NEED

ART
AND

NEW

INCREASED

BUSINESS

Dept.

TRIMM
1770

W.

T-1

fnr

RADIO

lierteau

MFC. CO.
(.'hieago.

111.

of

Write
MOVIE

for

844

Smart

Interior Decorations — Draperies —
Stage Curtains — Murals
Seventeen years superior value and superior
service is your guarantee of complete satisfaction. Inciuiries invited.

Novelty
BEST

ST.,

NEB

YORK

B

M

«

1735

F. D. KEES

III.

Dept.

Belmont

Avenue

CHICAGO

MFC.

102

COMPANY

BEATKICK,

NEBR.

ouizozorie

theatre sprays

Q

AIR PERFUMES

&

Add fragrant e and freshness to your
theatre. Ask your supply dealer or
write foi samples and prices to

SANOZONE
1127

Hoy

Street,

COMPANY

I'H I L A nELIMI

For

the

finest

I A,

l»A.

sound

at

least cost investigate Operadio
Amplifier, Heotifier
Unit.

THEATRE

* G-M Laboratories, Inc.

m

m

Chicago,

CELLS

Don’t 1gamble on SOUND
QUALITY.
Play
safe wi ith VISITRONS.
Avoid substitutes —
order 1•y name from your supply dealer.

ASK
FOR

S. Wabash,

colors

l^DITF
for
full Information,
ERAL TRIAL OFFER.
jihotos, prices —
LIB-

catalogue “O”.
SUPPLY
CO., Ltd.

Weber
Machine Corporation
59 Rntter St,
Rochester, N. Y.

CITY

Everywhere!

PHC )TOELECTRIC

photos, ads, etc. in natural
with POSTOSCOPE.

Model DR Sound Heads
35nim Professional and
Portable Sound Projectors

Scenic Studios, Inc.
48TII

Installations

GET
MORE
BUSINESS.
Any
oscope
post
kIes
one can trace enlargements of

SYNCROFILM
Model ABH Sound Heads

Interiors

Complete

320

Make Classy Lobby Displays

AND USED
OPERA CHAIRS

makes

•

FIND IT

veneer and upholstered Opera Chairs,
t’ro.lection Machines, Sound
Ecp.iipment and Accessories

information

Ave.

TO

of all kinds at lowest prices
Also repair parts for all

after Installing: hearing aid eciuipnient.
I5ii> (lireet fnnu the inainifaetiirer.
Miite

WHERE

•

High Fidelity Speaker, and Directional Horn
Baffle,
tin M. T. W’^rite for Bulle-

SUPPLY COMPANY

I

1

OPERADIO
Manufacturing Company

Wi ISURON

EVERY
STORE
A
LOCAL
INSTITUTION
national
reputation
for
reliable

ST.

WITH
A
Service

CHARI. ES.

M.L

Theatre Lighting
is the theme

subject of the next forthcoming

of The Modern
number

Theatre Section.

In this important

we will deal editorially with the subject

of light for advertising display, decorative
and

issue

better illumination

throughout

effect

the theatre.
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The Normal

Life of a

Projector and How
May

It

Be Prolonged
(Continued

from page 65)

Sometimes even the theatre owner and
manager will be able to tell that the
mechanism requires attention, but it is to
be hoped that repairs and replacements
will be anticipated before defects in projection or operation are too obvious.
The first thing that requires attention
on the projector is the sprocket and if this
is hooking it is damaging the film and
creates slap. As the hook increases it will

NEW
EVEN-LITE
SCREENS

SOUND

tMore light and the reflection is distribu
ed evenly over the entire surface of the
screen s.through the new gradational perforation
The perforated area, depending on the
size of the screen, ronges in width from
size
eight feet for small and medium
of twelve feet for
screens to a maximum
larger sized screens. The perforations are confined to the center portion
screen where the loud speaker
the
of
systems are located and the light is

the

brightest. From the center, the perforations gradually diminish towards the
edges of the screen, both as to spacing
and area, until they are entirely eliminated and the screen surface becomes
SOLID. This method of perforating permits a more even distribution of light
and restores picture brilliancy in the
side portions, where heretofore the loss
has been the greatest due to the old style
methods of overall perforating.

HURLEY

Solid-Lite-— WS.
— -Flexite.
Write

Sound
15— —New

Screens
Standard

for catalog

HURLEY SUREEN GUliPANY
2415 Forty-third Avenue
Long Island City, N. Y.
EXPORT

CABLE;

BOXOFFICE

DEPT.; 100 Varick
New York, N. Y.
"HURLESCREN"

:: May

1, 1937

Wear in the gear train, shafts and bearings is usually indicated by travel ghost.
It is possible that this travel ghost may be
caused by the shutter being improperly
adjusted. After this has been carefully
looked into and it has been found impossible to remedy the condition, then it is
quite probable that the trouble is caused
by the gear train, shafts and bearings.
Competency

LUMIPHONIC

Other

become objectionably noisy and seriously
damage the film. Any good projectionist
will know when his mechanism is causing
this damage and the wise theatre owner
and manager will listen to requests for
repair and replacement. A mechanic, of
course, judges the operation of any
mechanism by the sound, and any unusual
noise is the first sign that there is something wrong. His experience will enable
him to find out what is causing the trouble.

St.

N. Y.

Encouraged

In an article of this kind, which is an
endeavor to be helpful to users of Simplex
Projectors, I think it is proper to point out
the importance of competent projectionists.
One of the ways to get such men is for
the theatre owner and manager to take a
reasonable interest in the projection room,
the projector and the projectionist. Mere
fault-finding is a poor way to get the best
results. It is not necessary for the “boss”
to be constantly supervising. Continued interference will be harmful. But if the projectionist knows that the “boss” is really
interested in projection, if he knows that
certain reasonable requests for repairs and
replacement will be honored or if he puts
in a bill for certain minor expenses in the
projection room because the projector required prompt and emergency attention, it
is a certainty that he will do everything
in his power to give improved projection.
Some projectionists take a pride in economical maintenance of the projector and
when they receive proper encouragement
will give results that will more than make
up for the few extra dollars that are asked
for from time to time in order to keep the
projector in the proper condition.
Many patrons today know the difference
between good and bad projection. They
will make allowance for certain defects, but
eventually will go, when possible, to theatres where the sound and visual projection is of a reasonably good quality. The
theatre owner who is a merchant will not
sell defective goods. If the projector is
kept in good condition by proper repair
and replacement, none of the detail of the
photography is lost and the sound is reproduced as originally recorded.
The projection room is really a little
factory in which all the products of the
motion picture industry come for presentation to the public. All that has been done
is valueless until the film is run through
the projector. If, for any reason, the projector fails to place the film on the screen
in the best possible way, the quality of the
entertainment has been lowered. Projectors kept in the best possible condition at
all times by reasonable repairs and replacement will eventually lower maintenance cost and boxoffice receipts will be
favorably influenced through the fact that
the theatre owners and manager have
done everything in their power to see that
the entertainment is of the highest possible
quality.
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As a service to readers of BOXOFFICE, this page provides a ready source of information
on products and services which have been filed for reference with The MODERN THEATRE INFORMATION BUREAU. Information on the following subjects may be secured by
sending in the coupon. Use the key numbers. If data on subjects other than those listed
is wanted, just state your requirements. We will endeavor to see that you are supplied
with details promptly.
ADVERTISING
MT481
MT482
MT488
MT48 4
MT4S5
MT486
MT487
MT488
MT489
MT490
MT491
MT492
MT493
MT494
MT495
MT496
MT497
MT498
MT499

Main signs and marquees
Signs. Neon
Signs, structural glass
Signs, travel word
Attraction boards
Letters, attraction board
Letters, changeable silhouette
Price signs, boxoffice
Display frames
Poster lights
Poster projectors
Cut-out machines
Time schedule clocks, electric
Monogrammed
mats, rubber
Slides, advertising
Slides, announcement
Sound truck P. A. systems
Transformers, Neon
Ladders, safety

AIR CONDITIONING

MT506
MT507
MT0O8
MT509
MT510
MTS 11
MT0I2
MT513
MT514

Air conditioning plants — complete
Heating systems
Refrigeration
Air washers
Blowers
Air circulators
Fans, exhaust
Grilles and registers
Temperature control devices
Air conditioning accessories

MT515
MTS16
MT517

Motors, multi-speed fan
Motors, constant speed
Air filters

MT505

USE
IF WHAT

YOU

DECORATIONS
MT520
MT521
MT522
MT523
MT524
MT525
MT526
MT527
MT528
MT529
MT530
MT531
MT532
MT533
MT534
MT535
MTSSn
MT537
MT538
MT539
MT540
MT541
MT542
MT543

and FURNISHING

Architectural service
Decorating service
Seating service
Theatre chairs
Chair covers
Theatre carpets
Carpet padding
Rubber matting
Furniture, lounge
Wall tiles, interior
Fabrics, decorating
Brass railings
Rope railings
Metal, ornamental
Mirrors
Luminous colors
Ticket booths
Directional signs
Kxit boxes
Curtain controls
Curtain tracks
Curtains, fireproof
Fountains, drinking
Fountains, ornamental

MT558
MT559
MT560
MT561
MT562
MT563

Ultra violet lighting
Silhouette letter mounting
Flashed opal glass
Pot metal opal glass
Fuses, indicator type
Fuses, cartridge

MT564

Lighting

plants,

individual

MAINTENANCE
MT570
MT571
MT572
MT573
MT574
MT575
MT576

Chair fastening cement
Chair refinishing materials
Upholstering materials
Seat patching kits
Seat decking materials
Floor surfacing materials
Carpet cleaning systems

MT577
MT57S
MT579
MT580
MT581
MT582

Floor w^axes
Matting, rubber
Paint, screen
Paint, plastic
Paint, aluminum
Polish, metal

MT583
MT584
MT585
MT586

Polish, furniture
Fireproofing compounds
Fire extinguishers
Ladders, safety

MT587

Uniforms,

staff

LIGHTING
MT550
MT551
MT552

Fixtures, lighting
Colored lamps
Lumiline lamps

MT553
MT554
MT555
MT556
MT557

Candle flame lamps
Floodlight lamps
Spotlight lamps
Sign lamps
Dimmers

THIS

PROJECTION

COUPON

WANT ISN'T LISTED, ASK
UNDER "REMARKS"

FOR

IT BY NAME

The MODERN THEATRE section of BOXOFFICE
Room 334 — 332 S. Michigan Ave.

5-1-37

Chicago, 111.

Please obtain for me free descriptive literature on the following
items: (List Key Numbers Below).

Remarks:

MT591
MT592

Projectors,
Projectors,

MT593
MT594
MT595
MT5 9 6

Projectors, semi-portable
Projector pedestals
Projector parts
Lamps, suprex type

MT597
MT59S
MT599
MTHOf)
MT(501
MTr)02

Lamps, reflector arc
Lamps, high intensity
Lamps, incandescent projection
Arc regulators
Arc controls
Control panels

MT603
MT604
MTGOS
MT606
MT607
MT608
MT609
MT610
MT611
MT612
MT613
MTfil4

Rectifiers, copper-oxide
Rectifiers, tube type
Bulbs, rectifier
Rheostats, projection
Motor-generators
Lenses, projection
Lenses, condenser
Current changers
Mirror reflectors
Carbons, projector
Carbon savers
Reels

MT615
MT616
MT617
MTfilS
MT619
MT620
MTf521
MT622
MT623
MT624
MT625
MT626

Reel alarms
Rewinders, automatic
Change-over devices
Slide, projection
Lamps, spot and flood
Take-ups, film
Film safety controls
Fire prevention devices
Fire shutters, porthole
Film scales
Film scrapers
Film splicers

MT627
MT628
MT629
MT630
MT631
MT632

Film cleaners
Air gun (cleaner)
Tool kits
Film cabinets
Film cabinet stands
Effect projectors

Name

complete
standard

SANITATION

Theatre
City

68

units

State

I

MT641
MT642

I

Cleaning
Cleaners, compounds
vacuum

with

sound

MT643
MT644
MT645
MT646
MT647
MT648
MT649

Disinfectants
Deodorant blocks
Insecticides
Disseminators
Air purifiers, ozone
Air perfumes
Air sprays

MT650
MT651

Soap dispensers
Soaps, liquid

MT652
MT653
MT654
MT655

Hand driers, electric
Chewing gum solvents
Rubber link matting
Exhaust fans

SOUND
MT661
MT662
MT663

Sound systems,
Sound heads
Amplifiers

complete

MT664
MT665
MT666

Pre-amplifiers
Speakers
Rectifiers

MT667
MT668
MT669
MT670
MT671
MTfi72

Condensers
Photo-electric cells
Tubes, amplifier
Tubes, rectifier
Exciter lamps
Baffles, horn

MT673

Lens

MT674

Public

assemblies,

MT675
MT676
MT677
MT678

Microphones
Microphone stands
Hearing aid systems
Acoustical materials

address

STAGE

sound

systems

EQUIPMENT

MT685
MTOSfi

Screens, moving
Lighting, stage

MT687
MT688

Curtain
Curtain

MT689
MT690
MT691

Stage draperies
Stage rigging
Scenery, stage

MT692
MT693

Footlights
Switchboards

picture

controls
tracks

STRUCTURAL

MATERIALS

MT700

structural

MT701
MT702
MT703
MT704

Insulation materials
Acoustical materials
Fibre boards
Fronts, glass

glasses

MT705
MT706

Fronts,
Fronts,

MT707
MT708
MT709

Fronts, stainless steel
Toilet partitions, metal
Flooring, asphalt tile

vitreous enamel
porcelain enamel

MISCELLANEOUS
MT715
MT7J6
MT717
MT718
MT719

Accounting systems
Change makers
Safes, boxoffice
Tickets
Ticket choppers

MT720
MT721
MT722

Ticket issuing machines
Ticket registers
Ticket holders

MT723
MT724

Pop corn machines
Uniforms, staff
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5 LEADING FILM COMPANIES
NOW RECORDING WITH
RCA PHOTOPHONE
Reproduce their superior sound in your
theatre with RCA Photophone equipment

Photophone

superiority! And

offers you these 10 proofs of its
only Photophone

offers them!

Rotary Stabilizer . . . Cellular Speakers . . . Low

Cost

Maintenance, Liberal Service . . . Simple Operation
. , . Push-pull Adaptability . . . High Fidelity Reproduction. . . Simple Installation . . . Accessibility. . . Sole
Ownership. Let RCA

Photophone

pays tribute to world's
finest sound recording and
reproducing

THE

equipment !

AWARDS!

1A Plaque to RCA Photophone

for Rotary Stabilizer Soundhead — the great development
that’s included in all RCA

— The Magic Voice of the Screen!
RCA

AWARDS!

Academy of Motion Picture, Arts and Sciences

prove its pull-

Photophone

sound

reproducing

equipments.

2 Honorable Mention to RCA
Photophone

for method

of re-

cording and printing sound records, utilizing ultra-violet light.

ing power in your theatre !
RCA presents the "Magic Key” every Sunday
2 to ^P. Al., E.D.T. on NBC Blue Network.

THE MAGIC
RCA

VOICE

3 Honorable Mention to RCA
Photophone

for design and

specifications of non-slip printer.

OF THE SCREEN

MANUFACTURING
COMPANY, INC.
•
CAMDEN,
A Service of the Radio Corporation of America

NEW

JERSEY

SUPREX CARBONS
HELP MAKE YOUR THEATRE
|{eceiitl\ |>iili!isli(‘(l n-cords show
trihiitiii*; to accidents

in motion

low visiltility experienced
eiu'd

interior

DarkeiK'd
screen

from

interiors

Illumination

the
are

tliat a major factor conpicture theatres

1)\ patrons
hrilliant

is tlie

enterint; the darklifiht of the

necessary

wlam

is low. hut SUl’KEX

stre(‘t.

tlie level of
CVItHONS

provide an intensity of seri'en ilhnnination whi<‘h permits snpplementar\ lifthtiitf; adeipiate for eomfortahle
vision from

tin* moment

ol entrance.

USE NATIONAL

SUPREX
CARBONS
Unit of Union

Carbide

and Carbon

Corporation

CARBON SALES DIVISION, CLEVELAND, OHIO
General Offices; 30 East 42nd St., New York, N. Y.
Branch

Sales Ottices :

Now

York

am

-

Pittsburgh

-

Chicago

-

San

Francisco

OPINIONS

ON

CURRENT

FEATURE

PRODUCTIONS

First National (
)
64 Minutes
Rel.
A laugh-laden comedy, directed and enacted at a lively
clip, this can hold its own on any program and will send the
patrons home well pleased with their entertainment investment. Stuart Erwin delivers his standardly fine performance as the small town boy with a bankroll and a yen for
things theatrical, who comes to the big city and is pressured into angeling a Broadway production which turns out
to be a hit through the expedient of being so bad that it is
funny. Allen Jenkins, Glenda Farrell and Charles Foy lend
able support. The picture is adapted from George S. Kaufman’s play, “Butter and Egg Man,” and, through the dint
of smart scripting and production, is an improvement on the
stage version. It is funny from start to finish. Directed by
Frank McDonald.
Stuart

Erwin,
Addison

Dance

Rel. Apr. 30, '37
115 Minutes
M-G-M (727)
Inspired performances by Robert Montgomery, Rosalind
Russell and Dame May Whitty; a supporting cast of comparable excellence and flawless direction and production
must necessarily win for this picture the praise of critics
everywhere. Its making was a daring undertaking and reflects the courage of its producers. What it will do at the
boxoffice, however, is doubtful. Unquestionably one of the
most eery, macabre, awesome offerings ever brought to the
screen, its appeal to the general run of audiences will be
limited, and intensive merchandising will be necessary if it
is to enjoy its deserving attendance. Adapted from the
popular stage play of the same name, it portrays the loves
and lusts of an insane youth with an urge to kill. Directed
by Richard Thorpe.
Robert Montgomery. Rosalind Russell, Dame May Whitty,
Alan Marshall, Merle Tottenham, Kathleen Harrison.

Jean Muir, Glenda Farrell, Allen Jenkins,
Richards, Charles Foy, Chester Clute.

Charlie Dance

F

Night Must Fall

c«n,edy

A

„.ama

United Artists (
)
111 Minutes
Rel. Apr. 30, '37
The spirit of Hollywood is masterfully and beautifully
imprisoned in celluloid in this David O. Selznick production,
which is destined to make boxoffice history through its universal appeal. Not only is it the last word in entertainment, but it is photographed to advantage in Technicolor,
which further crystallizes its superb charm. From any
standpoint the feature is sure to be one of the biggest revenue grossers on the current UA schedule. Janet Gaynor,
perfectly cast, scores in her portrayal of the movie-struck
girl who wins stardom in films after many heart-breaking
disappointments, while Fredric March delivers his standardly fine and workmanlike performance as the movie
idol who gives the girl her break in pictures and then drinks
himself into oblivion. William Wellman directed.

Rel. Apr. 10, '37
68 Minutes
Grand National (138)
George Hirliman has produced a rapidly moving picture,
with plenty of drama, comedy and romance to insure the
film a spot on nearly any program. Action is never overplayed but is nicely balanced between the romance, supplied by Conrad Nagel and Eleanor Hunt, and the comedy
and song, supplied by Fuzzy Knight. Nagel and Miss Hunt
make a splendid team, combining their respective talents
in an admirable manner. Fans will want more of this combination. Story, adaptation and direction are all well above
standard. Sent to track down a gang of gold smugglers
operating on the Mexican border, Nagle and Miss Hunt spot
the crooks in a border town cafe. Miss Hunt gets a job as
an entertainer, Nagle poses as a prospector, and together
they round up the band. Directed by Louis Gasnier.

Janet

Conrad Nagel. Eleanor Hu7it, Fuzzy Knight, Frank Milan,
Warner Richmond, Albert J. Smith, Karl Haekett.

Gaynor, Fredric March, Adolphe Menjou, May Robson, Andy Devine, Lionel Stander. Edgar Kennedy.

A Star Is Born

F

The Gold Racket

i,ra,na

Universal (1012)
76 Minutes
Rel. May 9> '37
Audiences will clamor for this gay and amusing comedy,
and will find much enjoyment in the laughable antics of
Doris Nolan, John Boles and Alan Mowbray. The film has
been given excellent treatment in every department and
moves along at a merry clip, fairly dripping with delightfully funny situations and smart sophisticated dialogue. Walter Pidgeon delivers a standout performance as Miss Nolan’s
unsuccessful suitor and a host of supporting players follow
suit with roles of generally excellent calibre. Nolan marries Boles, a playboy architect, in order to prevent him
from being such an easy target for the breach-of-promise
sharpshooters. Despite all plans to keep the marriage on a
business basis, the two fall in love, quarrel, separate and
are finally reunited . . . but not on a business basis. Directed by Edward Buzzell.
Doris

Nolan,

As Good

John

Boles, Walter

Pidgeon,.

as Married

Alan

nranm

Paramount (3641)
SO Minutes
Rel. Apr. 30, '37
Here is a section of life sliced thin and raw by a searing
knife. Brutally human and cruelly intelligent, it reflects
credit on its maker and puts Paramount’s constantly improving product on a new high standard. Against the
characters of four selfish children Producer-Director Leo
McCarey has etched with gentle irony and uncomfortable
truth the story of two old people who turn to their offspring for aid when their own resources are exhausted —
only to be met with thoughtlessness and a half-hearted sort
of help which separates the couple after fifty years of life
together. The unwanted parents are played with pathos,
a touch of comedy and a note of realism seldom seen on
the screen by Victor Moore and Beulah Bondi, both of
whom establish themselves as top-ranking stars.
Victor Moore, Beulah Bondi, Fay Bainter, Thomas Mitchell,
Barbara Read, Maurice Moscovitch, Minna Gombell.

Mowbray.

F

F

c«.ne<iy

Make

Way

for Tomorrow

F

Universal (1024)
66 Minutes
Rel. April 25, '37
There is enough action, laughs, suspense and thrills in
this to keep the average moviegoer on the edge of his seat

RKO Radio (721)
85 Minutes
Rel. Apr. 16, '37
With war time aviation in the French flying corps as a
background to a touching love story, a thoroughly superb
cast topped by two established draw names, and plenty
of action for the thrill seekers, this Albert Lewis production is set to bring a bombardment of cash customers to
the boxoffice. Muni and Hopkins excel in the leads and
are closely pushed for acting honors by Louis Hayward
and Colin Clive. Hayward, joining the Lafayette Escadrille, strikes up a friendship with Muni, also a member
of the corps, and falls in love with Miriam Hopkins, who,
unknown to him, is Muni’s wife. Ultimately the complications are smoothed out when Hayward is killed during a
flight, and Muni and Hopkins are reunited. Directed by
Anatole Litvak.

all evening, and, while it is not a lavish production, “Night
Key” will amply justify bookings even in the deluxers. Both
the story and the adaptation are well tempoed and present
the cop-and-robber plot with a new twist. Karloff gives a
smooth and facile performance and is closely pressed for
acting honors by Alan Baxter, whose performance as the
gang leader is a highlight of the picture. The romantic assignments are well handled by Jean Rogers and Warren
Hull. Because his alarm system has been stolen by a rival
firm, Karloff invents a way to destroy it, forcing the rival
company to install his system. Lloyd Corrigan directed.

Paul

Clive,

Boris

Drama

Night Key

Muni, Miriam Hopkins, Louis Hayward, Colin
Minor Watson, Wally Albright, Vince Barnett.

The Woman

I Love

F

CLASSmCATION— A - ADULT
BOXOFFICE

:: May

1. 1937.

—

Karloff,

F- FAMILY

—

Jean Rogers, Warren Hull, Hobart
naugh, Samuel Hinds, Alan Baxter.

I -JUVENILE

Cava-

F
71
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SUGGESTIONS

SELLING
Create

ANGLES:
“Night Must Fall"
interest among Montgomery’s fans by publicizing his radical departure from suave, debonair
roles. Give him and Rosalind Russell marquee credits. Obtain opinions as to Montgomery’s role by
passing out cards to first-nighters, and using the
results as a newspaper publicity story. Tie up on
displays of electric light bulbs and flashlights on
the title. Contact clothiers on displays of evening
attire. See Exploitation Preview printed in Boxoffice

April

10,

1937.

CATCHLINES;
The Astonishing Stage Play
Screen With Added Force

. . . Brought

His Very Insolence Attracted
Though She Distrusted Him . .
Him of Murder!

to the

Her . . . Even
. and Suspected

He Had No Assets But a Dream for Power
Way With Women . . . and a Lust to Kill!

... a

SELLING ANGLES:
"The Gold Racket"
Bill this as another of the films starring Conrad
Nagel and Eleanor Hunt. Center all lobby ideas and
promotion stunts around the word “gold.” Get a
tieup with local drug stores on an Old Gold Cigarette ad. For a jewelry store tieup, make a display
showing the steps taken from the time gold ore is
mined to the time it is made into a piece of jewelry. Other tieups can be made on such products
as Gold Dust, Golden Glow Beer, Grains of Gold
cereal, and sun tan lotions which produce a golden
tan. See Exploitation Preview printed in Boxoffice
April 3, 1937.
CATCHLINES:

SELLING

THE

PICTURE

AD

Jenkins and Muir marquee billing as the “all-comedy cast.”Feb.
See 13,
Exploitation
Preview printed in
Boxoffice
1937.
CATCHLINES:
You’llCharlie
Laugh, Dance!
Charlie, Laugh
Dance

. . . When

You

He Promoted the Fast-Talking Promoter
Who Had Promoted Him Out of His Money!
He Was Light in the Head
Pocket-Book!

. . . But

Heavy

See
.

.

.

in the

SELLING
ANGLES:
Star Is Bom"
The film
has a host of stellar “A
boxoffice
names
for the marquee, and added sales possibilities in
that it is filmed in Technicolor. Build a large gilded star for the lobby, placing a star photo of March,
Gaynor, Menjou, May Robson and Lionel Stander at
each point of the star. Conduct an essay contest
asking readers of the local newspapers to select
their choice of a film player most likely to become
a star during the next year. See Exploitation Preview printed in Boxoffice, Jan. 23, 1937.
CATCHLINES:
Hollywood From the Inside . . . Cold, Relentless,
Heartbreaking . . . Packed With Pathos and Humor.
Movies in the Making . . . Things You Don’t Read
About in the Fan Magazines ... A Story That
Combines the Bitter With the Sweet.

When Uncle Sam’s Agents Go to Work ... It Isn’t
Long Before Border Smugglers Go to Prison.

Hollywood Made Her a Star . . . Raised Her
the Heights . . . and Killed the Man She Loved.

SELLING ANGLES:
"Make Way for Tomorrow"
Logical tieups can be evolved with a local agency
for an insurance firm on an annuity savings plan,
arranging to have the company buy a block of
tickets for distribution to prospective clients. The
film would be an excellent one for tieups with
churches, pointing out to clergymen that there is

SELLING ANGLES:
"As Good as Married"
Sell this as a comedy. Avoid billing Boles as a
singer, for he does not sing in this. The majority
of scenes are laid in an ultra-modern apartment
and stills can be used to tie up with the latest in
modern decorations, interiors and buildings. Plant
a man dressed as a house detective — cigar, derby,
etc. — in the lobby of the local hotels and have him

fice March 27,

1937.

CATCHLINES:
The Picture
Perhaps Make

AIDS

SELLING ANGLES:
"Dance Charlie Dance"
Promote a “Dance Charlie Dance” contest among
local dancing schools, or at a local ballroom. Rig
up a dancing figure for the lobby, attached on a
movable axis. Use stills showing Erwin falling for
Jenkins’ sales talk as the basis of an insurance or
investment tieup. Tie up on Tommy
Wonder’s
dance with a life-sized doll, planting stills in toy
stores and dancing schools. Give Erwin, Farrell,

Blazing Guns . . . and Rapid Fire Romance . . .
As G-Men Round Up a Dangerous Gang of Gold
Smugglers.

a sermon in the story. Tie up on the novel, “The
Years Are So Long” from which the picture was
made. Invite school children for a special showing. See Exploitation Preview printed in Boxof-

to

carry a sign on his back which reads — “I’m lookfor couples
whofor are
‘As shop
Goodand
as automobile
Married’.”
Stillsingare
available
gown
tieups.
CATCHLINES:

That Will Make You Think
You a Little Bit Ashamed!

. . . and

The Most Selfish Family in the World . . . Which
Refused to Help Its Own Father and Mother!

They Went Into Marital Bankruptcy When Their
Business Marriage Went on the Rocks.
She Married Him to Save Him ... He Married
Her to Save . . . On His Income Tax.

Fifty Years of Married Happiness . . . Then Inglorious Separation ... by Their Own Children!

They Had to Get Married on a No-Kiss Basis
... To Discover That They Were Really in Love.

SELLING ANGLES:
"Night Key"
Construct a large facsimile of a skeleton key to
be placed above the marquee carrying title billing.
Prepare a lobby layout showing Karloff in various
poses from past pictures. Construct a box with
combination lock attached and plant in lobby for
free admission contest to those who can open it in
specified time. Tie up with safety deposit vaults
of local banks. Hire a man in black cape and
slouch hat as street ballyhoo, carrying a large key
under his arm. See Exploitation Preview printed
in Boxoffice February 13, 1937.

SELLING ANGLES:
"The Woman I Love"
Place a replica of a cracked-up airplane above
the marquee. Banner the theatre with French
flags. Display airplane souvenirs in the lobby. Give
passes and special rates to war veterans, and hold
an “American Legion Night.” Conduct a model
airplane building contest. Give Muni, Hopkins and
Hayward top marquee credits. Build up lobby displays showing Muni in various past characterizations. Hire an airplane to tow banner-billing
around the city. See Exploitation Preview printed
in Boxoffice Feb. 20, 1937.
CATCHLINES:
Life Was Short . . . and Love Was Dangerous
for These War-Time Air Devils!

CATCHLINES:
His Dreams Shattered . . . He Was Borne on by
Revenge . . . the Strongest Motive That Makes a
Man Fight!
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FOR

A Bitter, Relentless
a Man’s Soul.

Story

FOR

SELLING

MORE

of Revenge

IDEAS

That

CONSULT

Ate

HOLLYWOOD

He Fell in Love With Another Man’s Wife . . .
and Risked Death Rather Than Confess!
Comrades in War . . . But Enemies in Love . . .
These Men Who Risked Their Lives for Glory!

EXPLOITATION

PREVIEWS

REGULARLY

IN BOXOFnCE

BOXOFnCE

::

May

1, 1937.

An Underwater

Romance

Paramount

Picador Porky

10 Minutes

The answer to the eternal cry for something different in the short subject field,
as a relief from the stereotyped one and
two-reelers, is given by this superbly photographed Sportlight. Filmed in Florida
waters with a cast of aquatic specialists,
the short contains no dialogue. Instead,
there is a specially-arranged musical accompaniment plus some semi-humorous
narration by Ted Husing. The reel starts
with a romantic couple courting in a canoe
on a stream where they are rudely interrupted by a bevy of mermaids who upset
their reverie. To escape their pursuers, the
pair swim about under water visiting such
unique spots as a below-the-surface nightclub until they decide on an underwater
wedding. The imagination and intimate
patience used in photographing these novel
sequences result in an outstanding reel.

Glove Taps
M-G-M

r

11 Minutes

Vitaphone

Starting off in lively fashion with a caption describing “a sleepy little Mexican
town” which quickly dissolves into a riotous
scene showing the singing, fighting and
shooting inhabitants on the main street,
this cartoon keeps up a rapid pace
Paramount

10 Minutes

An exceptional outdoor short subject certain to leave a lasting impression, particularly on the lover of
the outdoors, because of the rare
close-ups of moose, deer and other
forest creatures in their natural habitat of the Canadian woods. In this
subject the hunters are equipped with
cameras, not guns, their only objective being to shoot these four-footed
animals with a lense. Many of the
scenes showing the capture of a
moose are pictured in slow motion.
Gayne Whitman handles the narration in this Paragraphic, injecting a
trace of humor without overdoing it.

If catering to strictly juvenile audiences,
this latest “Our Gang” adventure achieves
its purpose in being a lively short filled
with the simple type of humor which
usually elicits shrieks of glee from the
youngsters. This time the Gang kids take
up the manly art of self-defense and, with
Spanky as trainer, Alfalfa is unwittingly
drawn into a match with Butch, a tough
kid from the “wrong side of town.” The
actual bout is the usual stuff. Alfalfa is
about ready to call it quits when his pals
save the day by administering a knockout
to the intruder from outside the canvas.

Grips, Grunts and Groans
Columbia

19 Minutes

The

well-known “Three Stooges” formula of rough and rowdy slapstick and
nonsensical situations again has been employed to make a two-reeler that is filled
with all the things their fans enjoy. In
flight from a freight train, Larry, Curly
and Moe stumble into a job of keeping a
wrestler from following his favorite pastime of overindulging in alcoholic stimulants. Of course, the trio fails on the
night of an important match and to collect the salary. Curly dons a disguise and
substitutes for the hefty “Bustoff.” He
takes an awful beating until some wild hyacinth perfume, for which he has a strange
phobia, gives him renewed strength and
he proceeds to knock out everyone in sight.

India on Parade
M-G-M

9 Minutes

An outstanding FitzPatrick Traveltalk
including some shorts of seldom-photographed places in this country of extreme
wealth and abject poverty. Technicolor enhances the camera work showing the mag-
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8 Minutes

throughout. The stuttering little pig character becomes a bullfighter merely by donning a costume and persuading two of his
pals to dress in a bull skin. However, the
stooges get drunk and fail to put in an
appearance and Porky is forced to fight
the real bull.

Play Street

Vitaphone

21 Minutes

Three youthfully joyous new personalities are introduced to screen audiences in
a pleasing Broadway Brevity, each having
an opportunity to put over a specialty
number. June Preisser and Duke McHale
are dancing in a play street when Cherry
Preisser, who is starring in a Broadway
show, returns to her old neighborhood to
invite them to a party where she is confident they will be noticed and offered a
contract. During the course of the party
several other acts, including Verdi and
Lee, are given a chance to perform. The
Preisser Sisters, who were featured in the
last edition of “The Ziegfeld Follies,” are
good bets for pictures and young McHale
is an exceptionally able dancer.

nificent palaces and mosques and the brilliant costumes and trappings displayed by
the fabulously rich princes. The daily ceremonies of the present maharajah include
the parade of the sacred white elephants
covered with robes fashioned out of real
gold and silver cloth. Will make a noteworthy addition to the average program
treating of the everyday things around us.

Pathe No.Topics
6
RKO

Radio

Puttin' Out the Kitten

Columbia

7 Minutes

This is just another cartoon done along
the accepted fairy tale formula. Scrappy
puts his kitten outside on a wintry night
and then proceeds to get nice and comfortable in his warm bed. There comes a
dream wherein the kitten is made the object of a tantalizing race by various wallpaper characters, which brings Scrappy to
his senses. The cat, of course, is brought
into the nice, warm bed.

9 Minutes

Ventriloquism, long neglected on the
stage, has recently been staging a sensational comeback and Thomas Chalmers,
editor of this magazine reel, has been quick
to take advantage of the craze by presenting Walter Walters and his two dummies
in their amusing, frequently amazing, act.
One of the stooges, Frankie, gives the customary quick-witted answers but Frankie’s
sister’s new baby merely bawls and whines
in baby fashion until quieted by the bottle. “Ski Tracks,” the second subject,
gives enthusiasts some valuable, if belated,
advice on how to keep on their feet in the
snow. The closing sequence shows interesting shots in and around John Harvard’s
birthplace in London. The timeliness and
novelty of the first subject gives this issue
better than average appeal.

Vitaphone

Pictorial
Revue
No. 7

Vitaphone

11 Mmutes

One of the best in the recent issues of
this series mainly due to the completely
absorbing presentation of the manufacture
of phonograph records. The process is described from the initial recording in a
sound studio right through the hardening
and cleaning of the wax master record to
the final pressing and cutting of thousands
of duplicates. Second episode shows women playing the masculine game of polo, and
the final sequence, in color, takes the audience into a lipstick factory where the
messy paste in dozens of varying shades of
red finally becomes a pencil-like stick to
decorate the fair sex.
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PRACTICAL

IDEAS

N. Y. — Of

all the novel

help sell FN’s “God’s Country and the
Woman” Manager W. A. Roberts of the
Shawnee Theatre, Plymouth, Pa., had built
in his lobby a miniature log cabin which
was appropriately bannered. Construction

stunts

was

under the direction of Assistant Manager Joseph Swipes and his co-workers, but
their time and toil was well worth the

trouble, for the film was
the boxoffice.

In Boston, Jack Granara of Keith’s
Memorial Theatre secured 12 window displays in a chain of local restaurants
through the use of three-sheets and stills
of Leo Carrillo in his chef’s outfit in the
picture. Fur and fashion displays using
copy plugging the title are a natural for
this picture. Granara arranged for windows throughout the city, using blowups
of Jean Arthur in modern gowns and cooperative ads by these shops, plugging the
title, were a daily occurrence during the
run of the film in Boston.

DRAWS

SRO HOUSE

$5 "BIRTHDAY"
Barnsdall,

Okla. — For

two

ON
full weeks

And in his own words “this got the people to talking, and once you’ve got them
talking, they keep right on talking.”
A week before the picture’s showing, all
local ad copy was plugged with the question, and placards with the same query
were placed in the lobby. Business houses
were asked the question over the phone a
day before the picture’s opening. And all
business and school corners were covered
with “When’s Your Birthday?”
The picture got SRO results, for a total
cost of less than $5.
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for at

The appearajice of HU, Chinese water
buffalo, in Harrisburg, Pa., prior to the
opening
of M-G-M’s comment
“The Good
Earth’’
created considerable
among
the
curious and helped drum up business for
the epic production at Loew’s Regent. HU,
who is cast in the picture, is currently on a
iiationwide tour of key cities where the

Based 07i the sitdown strike staged by
the man who chained himself to his
sweetheart's radiator until she consented to marry him. Jay Golden, manager
of Keith’s, Syracuse, N. Y., thought of
the timely stunt of having a boy,
dressed in a fur coat and straw hat,
chained to a radiator at a busy street
corner with the sigii: “I am on a
sitdown strike waiting to see Deanna
Durbin in ‘Three Smart
to Keith’s Thursday

Girls’ coming

Parking Meter Stunt

film is being roadshown. He is accompanied by Captain Volney Phifer, animal
trainer.

Ray Bell of Loew’s State, Washington,
D. C., found two stunts effective in selling
“Love

From

a

Stranger.”

He

planted

a

newspaper contest with this theme: “Write
a snappy comeback for the stranger who
greets you with the old bromide, ‘Haven’t
we met somewhere before?’ ” Those sending in the best comebacks were awarded
theatre tickets. The second stunt was a
contest on a women’s page of another
newspaper asking for statements from
women dealing with their experiences in
love at first sight.

Norfolk, Va.— Despite a local ordinance
forbidding certain types of street ballyhoo,
Allen Sparrow, manager of Loew’s State
here, was able to get around this and exploit “Maytime” by making use of the city’s
new trial parking meters which have been
installed in the downtown area. Sparrow
built a large display on “Maytime,” mounted it on wheels, parked it along the curb
in front of a parking meter and paid a
nickel for each hour that he kept it there.

$5,000 a Seat

BALLY

prior to the opening of RKO’s “When’s
Your Birthday?” C. R. Crane posed the
question to his audience on the screen before every performance.

well-cared

•

happened at night. The contest ran seven
days, with art and a story about the film
in each issue, the paper also giving an art
break in its Sunday edition. Curley also
made a deal with the New York Telephone
Co. wherein printed cards bearing the night
rates and selling copy for the pictures were
placed in every pay station.

using special art at the main entrance, featuring delicacies used in the picture and
distributing tinted photos of the stars,
Jean Arthur and Charles Boyer, to the
guests.

SHOWMEN

^O

used to give UA’s “History Is Made at
Night” a strong sendoff, one of the most
unusual was that employed by Jules Curley, publicity director of the Strand here,
in a tieup with a local paper in which were
given complete sets of 15 encyclopedias as
part of an intensive circulation campaign.
Curley bought seven of these sets and
distributed them to the seven longest and
most accurate lists of historical events that

This production suggests dozens of tieups with shops and restaurants with a play
on the title. In Omaha, William Miskell
of the Orpheum Theatre tied up with the
leading hotel restaurant, the management

PRACTICAL

NUGGETS

Newspaper Contest
Promotes UA Film
Albany,

BY

The

approach of the dog days is heralded in press book announcements on
“cool’’ accessories, such as cardboard pennants, tire covers, burgees and matches
with mention of the theatre on one side
and
mer.

the word COOL on the other. A suggestion to exhibitors to get set for the sum-

When

you

get a newspaper

to pay

for

New York — Twenty-five thousand dollars, said to be the world record price, was

anything, that IS news. Milt Harris, Loew’s
Cleveland publicity man, persuaded the
circulation manager of the Cleveland News

paid for five seats at the premiere of Criterion’s “When Thief Meets Thief” at the
Pavilion Theatre in London on Monday, according to information received by United

to purchase 15,000 Bob Burns “Waikiki
Wedding” photos, with the theatre agreetieup.
ing to distribute them. A good two-way

here, which said that “the purchaser preferred to remain anonymous.”
Proceeds went to a hospital.

•

Artists

Mother's Day Trailer
National Screen Service has created a short symbolic trailer for Mother’s Day which is so arranged that exhibitors can run it in advance of the actual
date by eliminating the opening frame.
On May 9 the frame can be put back in
its original place.

Bob
Nemo

McGregor, manager of the Skouras
in New York, is utilizing a lucky

number gag on his “Dick Tracy’’ badge
giveaway that might be duplicated by other
houses

playing the serial. Every week McGregor marks doivn the badge ^lumbers as
the kids enter the theatre and from these
numbers he selects the lucky numbers for
the following week. Thus by awarding
only those children who attend consistently, he encourages them to do so.
BOXOFFICE

::

May

1, 1937.

PRACTICAL

"COME

IDEAS

BY

PRACTICAL

SHOWMEN

SelLln^ Seati
"Romeo" Attention

AND GET IT"
BALLY REWARDED

Wilkes Barre, Pa. — Making use of every
possible angle in selling the lumber camp

Via $1,000 Contest

film, “Come and Get It,” Ed Gallner, veteran publicity man associated with United
New

Artists, put over a prize-winning exploitation campaign at the Capitol Theatre
here that made practically the entire city

York — Emphasizing

the

romantic

angies of “Romeo and Juliet” and its popular entertainment selling points, a $1,000
cash prize contest by the Loew circuit, publicized through national ads in some 30

vow to “come and see it.”
For his efforts on behalf of the picture
here and in Canton, Ohio, Gallner was the

cities, through trailers and in Loew’s
Weekly here, is doing its part in persuadture. ing people to see the Shakespearean pic-

recipient of a leather traveling case donated by Monroe Greenthal, United Artists
director of advertising and publicity, for
the most successful and resourceful campaign on the Samuel Goldwyn film.
The outstanding tieup was with the local
Wool worth branch which agreed to put

The

contest involves simply four questions: (a) How many times does Romeo
kiss Juliet? (lip kisses only, hands and
cheeks

out a “Come and Get It” platter, the
phrase being used in the picture as the
call to dinner. Publicity matter consisted
of one complete window, eight 11x14 cards,
eight window strips and 5,000 small cards
to be handed to customers at the door.
Gift tickets were given to the girls selling
the greatest number of these platters during the first three days of the picture.

not counting);

(b) What

are Ro-

meo’s last words as he leaves Juliet’s boudoir on their wedding night?; (c) How
many times does Romeo say “I Love You”
to Juliet?; (d) What book, play or magazine story do you suggest for Miss Shearer’s next picture, and why?
Patrons apparently must see the picture
in order to submit correct answers and
Loew’s

expects around a quarter million replies in all. Each city will pick local winners and these will be judged here for the
national prizes of $500, $300 and $200.

"PLAINSMAN" STORY
CONTEST IN TEXAS
Refugio, Tex. — Prize winning stories in
a timely remarks contest were used by the
Rialto in putting over “The Plainsman.”
The top prize was $5 for the best western
story of not more than 200 words. More
than 20 good stories were turned in and
all authors received a pass for the picture.
Subject matter covered trail driving days,
bits of interesting Texas history and incidents about various desperadoes, much
of which was printed in the Refugio newspaper with all characters made fictional.
With cooperation of the local editor similar tests will be used for future pictures.

Candid Camera Night
Proves Popular
New
growing

York — Capitalizing on a
fad that many exhibitors

consider
Theatre

a “nuisance,” Loew’s
here has announced

because

of the

Camera
adopted

tended the experimental “Candid
Night” recently, it has
a policy of conducting a

success

which

State
that,
at-

series of such “nights” each Monday,
ordinarily a slow night. Patrons who
attend the theatre, and possess the
cameras are invited to “shoot” the
performers in the stage show. Those
who wish may enter their finished
pictures in a contest to be conducted the following week and the winning entries will be displayed in the
lobby. Cash awards or theatre
ets will be given the winners.

BOXOFFICE

:: May

1, 1937.

tick-

This

Making effective use of Life’s “Movie
of the Week” pages in its lobby display,
the Roxy Theatre, New York, placed

romantic

film quiz is part of the in-

tensive campaign by Loew’s in connection
with the popular-priced engagements of
“Romeo and Juliet.” The contest is under
the direction of Irwin Zeltner.

the two double-page spreads on RKO’s
“The Soldier and the Lady” from the
weekly in a frame to attract patron’s
attention. (Metropolitan photo).

JACK BENNY REISSUE
WIDELY PUBLICIZED
Baltimore — Proving that a reissue, when
handled in a showmanly manner, can do
good business, J. Lawrence Schanberger,
manager of Keith’s here, staged a thorough
campaign on “Transatlantic Merry-GoRound” built around Jack Benny’s current
radio popularity. A tieup with a local
radio station secured a contest wherein
listeners answered the query: “Do you prefer Jack Benny in pictures or on the air?”
Thirty-five spot announcements were given in this manner.
A three-way deal with a radio station,
the Jello company and the theatre had
listeners telling what part of Benny’s
gram they liked best.

pro-

Interest awakened by these advance
stunts enabled Schanberger to get some
merchant cooperation in both window displays and ads and despite the rule of the
press against publicity on revivals, he was
able to top off the campaign with
column cut in a Sunday paper.

Now Is the Right Time
for Active Selling
Between now and
shoot the works!

summertime —

Bring every coin-raking facility
into front-line action. Let the call of
spring shake off the mental cobwebs,
snap

the lethargic doldrums and impel you to settle down to the important business of socking away some
hard-earned dough in the bank as
happy reserve during the summer
sliperee.
Get into a spring drive ... on
yourself! That means getting in the
proper mental attitude . . . clearminded ... on the alert . . . and
ready

to hit on all cylinders.

If you

do that, your business, your boxoffice will be running along with you!
A

new

spirit, better

advertising ,

finer presentation, more efficient operation — combine them into one
grand drive whammed
straight at
the pocketbook of every potential
patron!!!

— From “Forward,” organ of
Skouras Theatres, N. Y.

a two-
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S)lt lltQ
Hall.

Lucien

Littlefield.

Benny

Baker.

Esther

L>ale, Colin Tapley, James Sheriff. Nick Lukats,
Ruth Coleman, Don
McKinney,
Wesley Barry.
Producer: William LeBaron. Director: Lew King.
Original: Paul Gallico.

WELL ALONG

HKACK
TORKENT
(Col) — with Jack Holt. Mae
Clarke. Joseph Crehan.
Ray
Walker,
James
Bush. Harry Worth. Producer: Larry Darmour.
Director: Ernest Schoedsack.

A

(TIAKIAE
C'HAN
ON
BROADWAY
(20th-Fox) —
with Warner Gland, Keye Luke. Producer: John
Stone. Screenplay: Helen Logan, Robert Ellis.
COLLEOE
(20th-Fox) — with
Luke. Producer: John Stone.

('Hlf’ACiO (20th-Fox) — Director: Henry King. Original: Niven Bush.
Screenplay; Lamar
Trotti,
Sonya Levien.
(T'RT.MN
Green.

CALL
(RKO) — with Joan Fontaine. Producer: Jesse L. Lasky.
Original: How'ard J.

(iENERAI.
HOSPITAL
( M-G-M) — with Franchot
Tone, Virginia Bruce. Producer: J. J. Cohn.
Screenplay: Carey Wilson. Katherine Turney.
HI(;h VOLTAGE
(M-G-M) —
Reed. Screenplay: Leonard

Producer:
Thomas
Lee. Walter Wise.

LAAV
FOR
TOMBSTONE
(Univ) — with
Buck
Jones. Producer: Buck Jones. Original; Charles
M. Martin. Screenplay: Frances Guihan.
."M-ADAME
BI'l’TERFLY'
(Para) — with
Gladys
Swarthout. John
Boles. Producer:
Benjamin
Glazer. Original: John Luther Long.
NAVY
BI.VE
AND
George Bruce.

GOLD

Archie Mayo. Original: Maurice Hanline. Screenplay: Casey Robinson.
ANGEL
(Para) — with Marlene Dietrich, Herbert
Marshall. Melvyn Douglas, Herbert Mundin, Edward Everett Horton, Ernest Cossart, Dennie
Moore, Phyllis Coughlin. Producer: Ernst Lubitsch. Director: Ernst Lubitsch. Original: Melchior Lengyel. Screenplay: Samson Raphaelson.
AlOIORED
CAR
(Univ) — wdth Cesar Romero. Paul
Fix, Arthur Hoyt. Irving Pichel, Fay Cotton,
Jack

Mulhall, Catherine Hughes, Laurie Douglas, John Kelly, Richard Tucker. John King.
Donald Kerr, Robert Quirk, Stanley Blystone.
Producer: E. M. Asher. Director: Lewis R. Foster, Robert N. Lee.
ARTISTS
AND
.MODELS
(Para) — with Jack Benny.
Randolph Scott. Gail Patrick, Ida Lupino, Ben
Blue. Jerry Bergen, Cecil Cunningham.
Blanca
Vischer, Donald Meek.
Producer:
ler. Director; Raoul Walsh.

AVENFE
I>AME
(Col) — with Richard ArFay Wray.
Producer: Irving Briskin. Director: D. Ross Lederman.
Original: Robert T.
Shannon. Screenplay: Michael Simmons.

SHE

AIARRIED
FOR
AIONEY
(RKO) — with Miriam Hopkins. Producer: Cliff Reid. Original:
Thames
Williamson. Screenplay: Dudley Nichols.
Wells.

SUNDAY
(Para) — Dorothy Lamour, Martha Raye, Ben
Blue, Benny
Baker, Olympe
Bradna.
Producer: William LeBaron.

TRUE

Lewis

Gens-

Florine McCoghlan jr.,

sons.

B^..AT'K ACES
(Univ) — with Buck
Jones. Kay
Linaker, Fred Mackaye. Robert Frazer, Arthur
Van Slyke. Producer: Buck Jones. Director: Les
Selander. Original: Stephen Payne. Screenplay:
Frances Guihan.
DOUBLE
OR NOTHING
(RKO)— with Bing Crosby, Martha Raye, Mary Carlisle. Benny Baker.
Samuel
Hinds, Alphonse Berg, William Frawley, Andy Devine. Producer: Benjamin
Glazer.
Director: J. Theodore Reed.

SWEET

TII.VT’S AIY WIFE
(M-G-M) — Producer:
P^essier. Original: Donald
Henderson
Screenplay: Donald Henderson Clarke.

BARRIERS
(Mono)— with
Kinney, Edward Arnold jr.. Frank

Albert Taylor. Producer: Ken Goldsmith. Director: Aubrey Scotto. Screenplay: Edwin C. Par-

PARK
len.

John

GENTLEMAN
.AFTER
MIDNIGHT
(WB)— with
Leslie Howard.
Olivia de
Havilland, Patric
Knowles,
Bonita
Granville, Spring Byington,
George Barbier, Veda Ann
Borg, Grace Field.
Mary Treen, Grant Mitchell, E. E. Clive, Eric
Blore. Producer: Harry Joe Brown.
Director:

BLAZING

(M-G-M) — Origrinal:

SKY’S THE
LIMIT
(RKO) — Original:
Screenplay: Franklin Coen.

George
Walcott, Barbara
O’Neil. A1
Shean,
Lillian West, Mildred Grover, Dickie Jones.
Harry Bowen. Marjorie Main, Ann Doran, George

$

l>OVK
IJKE
THAT
(RKO) — with Barbara
Stanwyck. Producer: Edward
Kaufman.
Director: A1 Santell. Original: David Garth.

CHARIAE
CHAN
AT
Warner Gland, Keye

EASY

GOING
(RKO)— with Bert Wheeler. Robert Woolsey, Marjorie Lord. Russell Hicks.
George Meeker, Paul Harvey, Patricia Wilder.
Chester Clute. Kitty McHugh.
Pat Flaherty,
Alec Hartford. Maxine
Jennings, Jane Walsh,
Arlene Whalen. Charlotte Dabney. Alan Bruce.
Esther Muir. Producer: Lee Marcus.
Director:
Edward
Cline.
Original: Avery
Hopwood.
Screenplay: Nat Perrin.

Michael
Clarke.

CONFESSION
(Para) — with Carole Lombard. Producer: Albert
Lewin.
Screenplay:
Binyon. Director: Wesley Ruggles.

Claude

ETER
SINCE
EA’E (WB) — with Marion Davies,
Robert Montgomery,
Frank
McHugh,
Minerva
Urecal.

Patsy Kelly, Allen Jenkins. Louise Fazenda, Barton MacLane. Marcia Ralston, Spencer Charters, Ray
Bourbon, Frank
Otto, A1
Herman. Arthur Hoyt, Jerry Fletcher. Producer:
Earl Baldwin. Director: Lloyd Bacon.

STARTING

FIREFLY
(M-G-M) — with Jeanette MacDonald,
Allan Jones, Milton Watson. John Piccori. Douglass Dumbrille, Warren
William. Belle Mitchell.

END
(UA) — with Joel McCrea, Sylvia Sidney. Humphrey Bogart, Doris Nolan, Allen Jenkins. Producer: Samuel
Goldwyn.
Director:
William Wyler. Screenplay: Lillian Heilman.

Jack

DEAD

HEIDI
(20th-Fox) — with Shirley Temple.
Dire
tor: Allan Dwan.
Original: Johanna
Spyrri.
.MAKE

A WISH
(RKO) — with Bobby Breen,
ry Armetta, Lucy
Ann
McLean.
Mary
Freese. Producer: Sol Lesser. Director:
Neumann.

ST'PER SLEUTH
(RKO) — with Jack Oakie, Ann
Sothern, James Gleason, Edgar Kennedy, Richard Lane, Gordon Jones, Joan Woodbury, Alan
Bruce. Producer: Edward
Small. Director: Ben
Stoloff. Original: Harry
Segall. Screenplay:
Bertram Milhauser.
STELLA
DAIjLAS
(LTA-Goldwyn) — with Barbara
Stanwyck, John Boles, Anne Shirley, Alan Hale,

PREPARING
A

Alakln^^

•-

HenEtta
Kurt

MYSTERY
RANGE
( Virtory )— with Tom
Tyler.
Jerry Bergh, Lafe McKee, Wilbur Morante, Dick
Alexander, Roger Williams. Producer: Samuel
Katzman.
Director: Robert Hill.
PROFESSIONAL
Jl'ROR (Col) — ^^vith Otto Kruger.
Douglas Montgomery. Thurston Hall, Jacqueline
Wells, Nana Bryant. Marc Lawrence. Guy Usher,
Stanley Fields, Dick Elliot. Marc Strong. Producer: Wallace MacDonald.
Director: John Braham.
Original: Harold Schumate.
Screenplay:
Fred Nible jr.. Grace Neville.
RADIO
.JAMB0RF:E
(WB)— with
Dick
Foran.
Jane Wyman.
Producer: Frank Mandell. Director: Bobby Connolly. Screenplay: George Bricker. Frank Mandell.
RHillT
TO
KIIA.,» THE
(Crescent) — with Tom
Keene, Robert Fiske. David Sharpe. Screenplay:
Bennett Cohen.
TR.VIL FET’D
(Victory) — with Tom
Tyler. Harlene Woods, Lafe McKee. Wilbur Morante. Di k
Alexander. Bud
Pope. Roger Williams, Shorty
Hedlund, Slim Whittaker. Producer: Sam Katzman. Director: Bob Hill. Original: Basil Dickey.
Screenplay: Basil Dickey.
M ILD MONEY
(Para) — with Edward
Everett Horton. Lucille Campbell, Lynne Overman,
Porter

Walcott. Barbara O’Neill. A1 Shean, IJllian West,
Mildred Grover, Dickie Jones, George Meeker,
Gertrude Short, Etta McDaniel. Producer: Samuel Goldwyn. Director: King Vidor. Original:
Olive
man.

Higgins Prouty.
Sarah Y. Mason.

Screenplay:

Victor

Heer-

SAAEETHEART
OF THE
NAVY
(GN)— with Eric
Linden, Cecilia Parker. Roger Imhof. William V.
Mong, Bernadine Hayes, Cully Richards. Benny
Burt. Reed Howes, Harry Bradley, Henry Roquemore. Producer: B. F. Zeldman. Direc^^or: Duncan Mansfield. Original: Garrett Graham.
Jay
Strauss. Screenplav: Carroll Graham.
THAT
CERTAIN
AVOMAN
(WB)— with
Bette
Davis, Henry
Fonda,
Anita
Louise
Donald
Crisp, Hugh O’Connell. Tan Hunter, Sidnev Toler.
Catherine Alexander, Minor Watson,
Richard
Jack, Norman
Willis. Mary Pbillins. Producer:
Edmund
Goulding, Director: Edmund
Goulding,
Screenplay: Edmund
Goulding.
THINGS
BEGAN
TO HAPPEN
(Para) — with Charlie Ruggles. Fred MacMurray,
Frances Farmer,
IJoyd Nolan. Ralph Morgan. Willard Robertson. Producer: Benjamin
Glazer. Director:
Alexander Hall. Original: Jack Moffitt. Screenplay: Sidney Salkow, Jack Moffitt.
A'ARSITY
SHOAA’ (WB) — with Dick Powell. Frank
McHugh.
Fred Waring and his Pennsylvanians,
Ted Healy, Walter Catlett. Director: William
Keighley.
VIVACIOI\S
L.ADY (RKO) — with Ginger Rogers.
James Stewart, James Ellison, Fay Bainter, Donald Crisp. Virginia Weidler, William Brisbane.
Phoebe Terbell. Maurice Black. June Horn, V^ernon Dent. Producer: Pandro S. Berman.
Director: George Stevens. Original: I. A. R. WyPe.
Screenplay: Anne Morrison Chapin.
AVITH

KIND
REGARDS
(Col)— with Claire Trevor, Ralph Bellamy, June AVood. Robert Tolley.
Pat West, Robert Armstrong, Raymond
Walburn. Gene Morgan. Wade
Boteler. Paul Fix.
Paul Stanton, Ward
Band. Joy Kendell. Agnes
Anderson, Marc
Lawrence. Thurston Hall. Ed
Pawley.
Producer: Irving Briskin. Director:
Hamilton McFadden.
Original: Lee Loeb, Harold Buchman. Screenplay: Lee Loeb, Harold
Buchman.

YOU
CAN’T
HEAT
LOVE
(RKO)— with Preston
Foster. Joan Fontaine. Mary Bovard, Lynn Arden. Fred Kelsey. Producer: Robert Sisk. Director: Christy (Jabanne. Original: Olga Moore
Screenplav: David Silverstein.
YOU
CAN’T
HAVE
EVERYTHING
(20th-Fox) —
with Alice Faye. Jimmy
Ritz. David Rubinoff.
Arthur Treacher. Gypsy Rose T>ee. Tony Martin,
Frances Drake, Don Ameche, Joan Davis, Louis
Prima, George Humbert.
Director: Norman
Taurog. Screenplav: Harry Tugend. .Tack Yellen.
YOI’LL
BE
MARRIED
BY
NOON
(M-G-M) —
with Robert Young. Florence Rice. Tom
Kennedy. Warren Hymer.
Producer: Sam Zimbalist.
Director: Edwin
L. Marin.
Original: Harry
Ruskin.

LaRue, Maurice Cass, Peter DuRey.
Producer: Hunt Stromberg.
Director; Robert Z

Leonard.
FORLORN
RIA'ER (Para) — with Larry Crabbe,
June Martel. John Patterson. Liu-ien Littlefield.
Lew
Kelly. Raphael Bennet. Director: Charles
Barton. Original: Zane Grey.
I

COVER
THE
AVAR
(Univ)— with John Wayne.
Gwen
Gase, Don Barclay. Sam
Harris, Walter
Byron. Charles Brokaw.
James
Bush. Arthur
Aylesworth, Earl Hodgins, Olaf Hytton. Producer: Trem Carr.
Director: Arthur
Lubin.
Screenplay: A1 Martin.

I,ANf’ER
SPY
(20th-Fox) — with Gregory Ratoff,
Peter Lorre. Germaine Aussey. Producer: Samuel Engel. Director: Gregory Ratoff. Original:
Marthea ISIcKenna. Screenplay: Phillip Dunne.
LET

ME

LIVE

(UA-Selznick)

—

with

Fredric

March. Fay Wray. Gene Lockhart, Lionel Stander. Producer: E. Lloyd Sheldon,
Director:
William A. Wellman.
Original: Robert Carson.
Screenplay: John Lee Mahin.
RHYTHM
IN THE
CLOUDS
(Rep)— with Patricia
Ellis, Warren
Hull. David
Carlyle, Richard
Carle. Zeffie Tilbury, Betty Bronson, Esther
Howard. Rolfe Sedan. Producer: A1 Levoy. Director: John Auer.
SAR.VTOGA
(M-G-M) — with Clark Gable. Jean
Harlow. Lianel Barrymore. Jonathan Hale, Walt
Robbins. Una Merkel, John Eldredge, Hattie McDaniel, Dickie Jones, Frank McGlynn, Howard
Hickman.
Producer: Barnard
H>Tnan.
Director: Jack Conway.
SH.ADOW,
THE
(GN) — with Rod LaRocque. Norman Ainsley. Producer: Max Alexander. Director: Lynn Shores.

COMPLETED
GIRLS
(’AN PLAY
(Col) — with Charles Quigley.
Jacqueline Wells, Patricia Farr, Rita Haworth,
Richard Perry. Producer: Ralph Cohen. Director: Lambert Hillyer. Original; Albert De Mond,
T..ambert Hillyer.
GREAT
GAMBINI,
THE
(Para) — with
Akim
Tamiroff, John Trent, Genevieve Tobin. Ralph
Morgan, Judith Ford, Ula Love, Edward Brophy,
William Demarest, Roland Drew.
Producer: B.
P. Schulberg. Director: Charles Vidor. Original:
Frederick Jackson.
RO.XD
BACK,
THE
(Univ) — with Andy Devine,
Slim
Summerville, Maurice
Murphy,
Etienne
Girardot, Barbara Read, Jean Rouverol, Spring
Byington. Laura Hope Crewes. William Benedict,
Edward
McWade.
Greta Gynte, Dorothy Granger,' Henry Hunter, Harry Bradley, Bobby Watson, Bert Sproty, Henry Nordinger. Paul PauGrainzer, Noah Beery jr. Producer: Edmund
ger. Director: James Whale.
Original: Erich
Remarque.
Screenplay: R. C. Sheriff.
SM.ALIi TOAA’N BOY^ (GN) — with Strart Erwin.
Joyce Compton, Clarence AVilson, George ChandAnderson, Victor Potel, Eddy AA’'aller, Erville
ler, Clara
Blandick. Producer: Zion Myers. Director: Glenn Tryon. Original: Manuel Komroff.
Screenplay: Glenn Tryon.

Metro's "Good Earth" Gathers Top Monep
BOSTON

(AVERAGE

Boston — Make
Way
for a Lady (RKO), with
stage show
Fenway — King and the Chorus Girl (WB);
Her Husband Lies (Para)

120

Keith’s Memorial — History Is Made at Night
(UA) ; When
Love Is Young
(Univ)

110

Metropolitan — Internes Can’t
(Para), with stage show

Take

Money

130
120
125

Top Hits of the Week
Good Earth — Denver (roadshow)
Maytime — Minneapolis
When Love Is Young — Kansas

190

115
105
95
90
. . . . 115

wk.

Keith’s — A Family Affair (M-G-M)
110
Lyric — When
Love Is Young (Univ), 5 days.... 100
Palace — King and the Chorus Girl (WB), held
over
110

Internes

Omaha

Love
Good

State — Personal Property (M-G-M)
Stillman — Waikiki Wedding (Para),

2d wk

90

100
d. t. .115

Capitol — Missing Girls (Amity)
Capitol — Mysterious Crossbig (Univ)
Melba— Man of Affairs (GB)
Majestic — Top of the Town (Univ)
Palace — Fifty Roads to Town
(20th-Fox)
Tower — Waikiki Wedding
(Para), 2d wk;
held over for 3d wk

110
90
100
90
100
120

DENVER

Denham — Girl From
stage show

Earth

Girl

Yard

(WB),
llO

(M-G-M),

Scotland

2d

(Para),

wk

250

and
150

Denver — Top of the Town
(Univ)
105
Orpheum — Maytime
(M-G-M), 2d wk
120
Paramount — Nancy Steele Is Missing (20thFox) ; Time Out for Komaiice (20th-Fox) . . . . 90

DETROIT

Loist
a-day
Geary,

90
80
90

Fox — Top of the Town (Univ), stage show
90
Madison — Maytime (M-G-M), 2d wk
85
Michigan — The Woman
I Love (RKO), stage
show, picture moved to Madison for 2d wk..l00
State — Marked Woman
(FN), 2d wk., having
been continued from Michigan; Dangerous
Number
(M-G-M)
United Artists — Personal Property (M-G-M),
moved to Michigan for 2d wk with stage
show

90

105

INDIANAPOLIS
Alamo — Left Handed Law (Univ)
Alamo — Hats Off (GN); Racing Blood (Rep)...
Apollo — Fifty Roads to Town (20th-Pox)
Circle — Waikiki Wedding
(Para)
Loew’s — ^Good Earth (M-G-M)
Lyric — Marked Woman
(FN)

CITY

Mainstreet — Quality Street (RKO);
Her Husband Lies (Para)
Midland — Maytime
(M-G-M), 2d wk
Newman — The Soldier and the Lady (RKO) ;
AVanted: Jane 'Turner (RKO)
Tower — When
Love Is Young (Univ),
show
Uptown — Waikilci
wk., 8 days

120
70
120
110
100
120

AVedding

(Para);

90
80
75

stage

3d

d.

190
t.

80

LOS ANGELES
Chinese — Personal Property (M-G-M);
Taxi (20th-Fox)
Downtown — ^Marked AVoman
(FN)

BOXOFTICE

May

1, 1937,

160

RUNS
of two-

Horizon (roadshow), 7th wk.
at Globe, New
York; 6th
San Francisco.

of twowk. at

Wedding, 4th wk. at Grand, Cincinnati; 3d d. t. wk. in Kansas City; 3d
d. t. wk. in San Francisco (dual); 3d d. t.
wk. in Seattle; 3d wk. at Tower, Dallas.
at United
at Music

3d

Love

Is News,
7th

3d

d. t. wk.,

d.

t. wk.

in

110
100

PORTLAND,

wk. at
Artists,

Portland,
Detroit.

Hillstreet — Top of the Town (Univ), 2d wk
75
Hollywood — Same as Downtown
100
Pantages — Same as Hillstreet
75
Paramount — Waikiki Wedding
(Para), 2d wk. ;
stage show
150
State — Same as Chinese
115

(Para);

The

Crime

Warner — 'Top of the 'Town (Univ) ; Man
Found Himself (RKO)
Wisconsin — Personal Property (M-G-M);

AVho

100
125

Mid-

(Univ);
100

NEW

60
200
70
(Para). 80
60
60

College — Manhattan Melodrama
(M-G-M); Off
to the Races (20th-Fox)
Loew’s Poli — AVake Up and Live (20th-Fox);
I Promise to Pay (RKO)

115

Paramount — AA’aikiki
band Lies (Para)

185

(Para);

Roger Sherman — Quality Street
Y’our Birthday? (RKO)

NEW

(RKO);

Her

Hus-

85

AA'hen’s
85

ORLEANS

Center —
Doctor’s Diary (Para)
Globe — Camille (M-G-M)
Liberty — History Is Made at Night
Orpheum — Marked
AA'oman (FN)

70
100
100
90

(UA)

Saenger — 'The King and the Chorus Girl (WB),140
St. Charles — Smart Blonde (FN); Blackstone
on stage
140
State — ^Borneo and Juliet (M-G-M)
Strand — AYomen of Glamour
(Col)
Tudor — Swing High, Swing Low (Para),

YORK

135
55
revival. 75

CITY

Astor — 'The Good Earth (M-G-M), 11th
two-a-day
Capitol — Personal Property (M-G-M)

wk

95
165

wk.,
160

ORE.

(FN);

Her

110

80

Husband’s
90

Loew’s — Maytime
(M-G-M). 3d wk
Missouri — I Promise to Pay (Col); Racketeers
in Exile (Col)
St. Loui-s — AVe Have Our Moments
(Univ).
plus stage show

SALT LAKE

80
85
120

CITY

Capitol — Internes Can’t Take Money (Para);
AA’e Have Our Moments
(Univ)
Or])lieum — Girl Overboard (Univ); Top of the

SAN
Fox — Marked

of
go
110

105
105

AA’oman

(FN);

Your Spell (20th-Fox)
Studio — Maytime (M-G-M), 2d wk
Victory — Sea Devils (RKO); Night
(RKO)

Under
110
115
AVaitress
95

FRANCISCO

AVoman

(FN);

raniil.v

Affair (M-G-M)
Geary — Lost Horizon (Col); roadshow, Gth wk. . .
Golden Gate — Soldier and the Lady (RKO),
plus stage show

HAVEN

AVedding

185

ST. LOUIS

'Town (Univ)
Paramount — Marked

Century — Quality Street (RKO)
Minnesota — Maytime (M-G-M)
Orpheum — Top of the Town
(Univ)
State — Family Affair (M-G-M); Outcast
Time — Man of the Peoijle (GB)
World — Cloistered (Best Film)

1st

wk

Ambassador — AA'hen Love Is Young (Univ);
Time Out for Romance
(20th-Fox)

90

130

Moments

140

110

MINNEAPOLIS
Aster — We Have Our
Borderland (Para)

110

Husband’s Secretary (FN)
125
Mayfair — 'The Good Earth (M-G-M), roadshow. . 120
Orpheum — Swing High, Swing Low (Para);
China Passage (RKO), 2d wk
110
Paramount — AVaikiki AVedding (Para) ; Time Out
for Romance
(20th-Fox)
115
United Artists — Maytime
(M-G-M), 4th wk....ll0

Pox — Marked
AVoman
Secretary (FN)

MILWAUKEE

Strand — AA’aikiki AA'edding
Nobody Saw (Para)

2d

Blue Mouse — Love Is News (20th-Fox); Let’s
Get Married (Col), 3d d. t. wk
Broadway — Top of the Town (Univ); Her

Ore.

Palace — Internes Can’t Take Money
(Para);
'Time Out for Romance
(20th-Fox)
Riverside — Girl Overboard (Univ); Leon Errol
on stage

100
90
100
105
120

Penn — Ferjsonal Property (M-G-M)
150
Stanley — Her Husband Lies (Para); stage sliow. 85
Warner — Outcast (Para); Mama
Step.s Out
(M-G-M)
85

Artists, PortBox, Seattle;

wk. at Loew’s, Seattle.
History Is Made
at Night, 4th
Liberty, Seattle; 3d wk. at United
San Francisco.

80
160

PITTSBURGH
Alvin — Seventh Heaven (20th-Fox),
P"ulton — Love Is News
(20th-Fox)
Nixon — The Good Earth (M-G-M),
roadshow

Waikiki

NEW
Midnight

Brandeis — Mountain Justice (FN); That’s Man
Here Again (FN)
Omaha — Fersonai Property (M-G-M); Accused
(UA)
Orplieum — Internes Can’t Take Money (Para),
plus stage show

165

wk.

100
70
85

OMAHA

185

night 'Taxi (20th-Fox)

Adams — I Promise to Pay (Col); Woman
in
Distress (Col)
Cinema — Beetliioven Concerto (Amkino)
Downtown — Ecstasy (Jewel), 6th wk., moved
to Cinema Theatre for 7th wk

KANSAS

Money —

show)

Maytime, 4th wk.
land, Ore.; 4h wk.
95
125

DALLAS

Good

Take

Is News — Pittsburgh
Earth — Pittsburgh (road-

(dual).
Ecstasy,

and the Chorus
at the Denver

Can’t

Good Earth (roadshow), 11th
a-day at Astor, New York.

CLEVELAND
Allen — The Soldier and the Lady (RKO)
Hippodrome — Marked
Woman
(FN)
Palace — Mountain Justice (FN), stage show:
Mills Brothers and the Roxyettes

Broadway — The
of roadshow

Haven

185

EXTENDED

Albee — Seventh Heaven (20th-Fox); held over.. 120
Capitol — Swing High, Swing Low (Para), 2d wk.lSO
Family — Left Handed
Law
(Univ)
110
Grand — Waikiki Wedding
(Para), 4th wk.,
held over
120

King
week

Wedding — New

(dual)

CINCINNATI

Aladdin — The
following a

..250
200

City
Waikiki

CHICAGO
Apollo — Seventli Heaven (20th-Fox)
Chicago — History Is Made at Night (UA)
Garrick — Waikiki Wedding (Para), 2d loop
Palace — The Woman
I Love (RKO)
Roosevelt — Wake
Up and Live (20th-Fox)

Central — Night Key (Univ), and 8th episode
of Dick 'Tracy serial (Rep)
Criterion — You’re in the Army
Now
(GB)
Globe — Lost Horizon (Col), 7th wk of two-a-day
Palace — China Passage (RKO), 1st run, plus
Seventh Heaven
(20th-Pox), 2d run
Paramount — Swing High, Swing Low
(Para);
stage show
Radio City Music Hall — The AVoman I Love
(RKO), stage show
Rialto — A Family Affair (M-G-M)
Rivoli — Love From
a Stranger (UA)
Roxy — AA'hen Love Is Young (Univ), stage show
Strand — Marked AA’oman (FN), 2d wk

85

90

Orpheum — Personal Proiierty (M-G-M)
Paramount — Same
as Fenway
State — Same
as Orpheum

IS 100%)

Orpheum — Top of the 'Town (Univ) ; AA'oman
in Distress (Col), 2d wk
Paramount — Seventh Heaven (20th-Fox); Step
Lively, Jeeves (20th-Pox)
St. Francis — ^AA’aikiki AA’edding (Para); AA'hite
Legion (GN), 3d d. t. wk
United Artists — History Is Made at Night
(UA), 3d wk
Warfield — Personal Property (M-G-M); Her
Husband Lies (Para), 2d wk

90
90
90
80
110
115
90
105

SEATTLE
Blue Mouse — AA’aikiki AVedding (Para), 3d
d. t. wk
Fifth Avenue — Top of the Town
(Univ);
A Family Affair (M-G-M)
Liberty — History Is Made at Night (UA),
4th wk
Metropolitan — Lost Horizon (Col), roadshow;
held

2d

wk

Music Box — Maytime
(M-G-M), 4th wk
Orpheum — The King and the Chorus Girl (WB);
Criminal Lawyer (RKO)
Palomar — Captain Calamity (GN), plus stage
show
Paramount — Internes Can’t Take Money (Para);
50 Roads to Town (20th-Fox)

105
125
115
120
120
120
115
120

77

on the Trail”; an electric organ
of a grand piano. May 7, ’37.
POPEVE
C.VRTOONS

PRODUCTION

Twisker Pitcher, The (7) — A hard-fought
game
with Popeye heading one team
enemy, Bluto, as captain of the other.

Aihlitions to and corrections of
the ritODUCTION
INDEX
for
April 24, 1937.

Murder G(>es to College
Night of Mystery
Outi-ast
Trail Dust
Turn Off the M(K>n
TITLE
(RANGES:

Columbia

changed

'I'ightwad,

First National

with lym-hing, but the owner’s daughter
him and admits her father’s guilt. Jean
Gordon
Oliver, Joseph King.
Director:
(E). June
RELEASE

June

The,

Come on (’owboys — Bob Livingston, Ray Corrigan.
Doomed
at Sundown — Bob Steele.
Range Defenders — Bob Livingston, Ray Corrigan,

RKO
Super

Mac-

There
ern.

changed

to

Goes

My

THE

CASE

Pictures

with the shipbuilder’s ward, through his ability
to mimic voices. Ricardo Cortez. Sally Eilers,
Basil Sydney. Director, Carol Reed. (F). June
1. ’37. (3(i07).
Tenth Man, The (05) — Drama.
A shrewd politican. using his i)osition to further underhanded
financial interests and
who
believes himself
mentally superior to all mankind,
meets his
equal for an inglorious end. John Lodge, Antionette Cellier, Athole Stewart. I)irector: Brian
Desmond
Hurst. (F). May
NEW
RELEASE
DATES:

15, '37.

The

Jan.

IJKI.KASK

12, ’37

National

Looking for 'rroiihle,
COWBOY.
Tomorrow’s
Headlines,
HflADLINES.

It

changed

to

changed

to

HOLLYWOOD
BEHIND

real

culiirit. Richard Arlen, Virginia Grey, Johnny Arthur. Director, Howard
Bretherton. (F)

May 7. ’37. (745).
This Is ^I.v Affair (..) — Semi-biographic drama.
A
young naval officer risks his life and love
for a girl on order of President McKinley to
break up a gang terrorizing the midwest. Robert Taylor, Barbara Stanwyck, Vi<'tor M< Laglen.
Director, Wm.
Seiter. (E’). May 28, ’37. (721).

SllOtt5
Columbia

July 30. ’37
May 28, *37
June
4, ’37

Bennett.

Evans,

Cary

Heniy

Dan-

Grant.

Paramount

April 9. '37.
DATES:

C’rirne Nohod.v Saw, 'I'he
Internes Can’t Take Money

against “Communistic motion pictures.”
Obviously referring to the picture, “Spain
in Flames,” a presentation of the Spanish
Loyalist side of the Spanish conflict, which
recently was banned in Pennsylvania, the
editorial
in the local Sun-Telegraph follows:
FIGHT RED MOVIES
campaign of the Knights of Columbus against Communistic motion pictures is one in which all patriotic organizations must join.

“The

“Motion pictures which infect the minds
of Americans, particularly of American
children, with Communistic propaganda
forfeit the right of exhibition.
“They should be prohibited by official
action in New York and all other states as
they have been banned by Gov. Earle in
Pennsylvania.
“The American Legion and the Veterans
of Foreign Wars have already stepped into
the front rank of this united front against
red films.
nation-wide protest against immoral and prurient motion pictures stopped the demoralization of American youth
through movies.
“Patriotic citizens must protest as forcefully and effectively against the demoralization of our people through unpatriotic
and Communistic pictures.
“It is the duty of the government to stop
such pictures.
“It is the duty of patriots to boycott
them wherever they are shown.
“Communists do not hesitate to boycott
motion pictures or anything else that upholds American principles of patriotism.
“Patriotic Americans must be as prompt
to boycott the vehicles of Communist
propaganda.”

RHAPSODY

Mother
Hen’s Holiday (8) — After working
her
feathers oft for her brood of mischievous chicks,
the

youngsters

reward

May
9, ’37.STOOGE
THREE
The — Madge

organizations”

THE)

Happened
Gut West (..) — Western.
An agent
appointed to prevent a girl ranch owner from
squandering an inheritance is wrongly accused
of sabotage but squares himself by trapping the

( OEDli

her

on

Mother’s

Day.

COMEDIES

Hack to the Wootls (19) — Three medievai stooges
are sent to the American coionies to fight the
Indians and take them on single-handed. May
14, ’37.

(iili From Scotland Yard, The (61) — Mystery drama. With the help of an American
newspapermah
an English girl runs down
an inventor who is destroying England’s defense equipment due to an old grudge. Karen Morley, Katharine Alexander. Robert Baldwin. Director, Rob-

78

SKY
HIGH.
DP2VILS.

patriotic

are called upon by the Hearst papers to
join the Knights of Columbus campaign

“The

DATES:

The.

ert Vignola. (F).
NEW
RELEASE

Soth-

Stewart.
Joan Fon-

20th Century-Fox

April 30, *37
May
8, ’37
May
8, ’37

(’aptaiiis (oiirageoiis
Day at the Races, A
Parnell
COMINt;
RELEASES:
Chair,

Ann

CHANGES:

M-G-M
liEEEASE

Topper — Constance

Oakie.

Raymond,

All Is Confusion, changed to
Coast Patrol, < hanged to SEA

Death Takes a Cruise.
Face the Facts — ^Stuart Erwin.
F<»rever Yours — Beniamino Gigli.
Photo Finish.

Thirteenth
iell.

Jack

DATES:

Juggernaut
Killers of tlie Sea
Two Who
Dared
COMING
RELEASES:

Firefly,

Sothern,
Girl — Gene

CHEROKEE

Talk of the Devil (70) — Melodrama.
A man posing
as the brother of an upright shijibuilder frames
him but is exposed by another, who is in love

NEW

Radio

IJELEASES:

Sleuth — Ann

TITLE

Grand

HEARS! TILTS LANCE
AT "RED" PICTURES

MONEY.

^■ivacious Lady — Ginger Rogers, James
taine.
Yon
Can't lieat Love — Preston Foster,

GB

XIAV

WILD

killings. Bob Steele, Louise Stanley, Karl Ilackett. Director, Sam Newfield. (F). May 10, ’37.
(6336) .
COMIN(i
RELEASES:

( OMINO

Stuttering Bishop. The, changed to
OF
THE
STUTTERING
BISHOP.

Alune,

to

(F). May 17, ’37.
(iun Lords of Stirrup Basin (..) — Action drama.
A fight between feuding families that threatens
to break up a marriage is ended when the husband proves neither side was responsible for the

12, ’37

CHANGES:

Little Buckaroo,
STRIP.

W Oman

'I’he, changed

ter’s happiness threatened. He rights matters
by taking the principals involved to sea, forcing
them
to accept his terms.
Walter Brennan.
Mary Brian, Lyle Talbot. Director, Ralph Staub.

RELEASES:

Another Daun — Errol Flynn, Kay Francis.
Blazing Sixes — Diik Foran, Helen Valkis.
Fly Awa>
Bahy— Glenda
Farrell, Barton
Lane.
TFTLE

saves
Muir,
Nick

19, ’37.
DATES:

Slim
< OMINti

March 5, ’37
May 21, ’37
February 5, *37
Dec. 11, ’36
May 14, ’37

Affairs of Cappy Ricks, The (..) — Drama.
The
head of a navigation company
finds control of
Ills business going to other hands and his daugh-

Bondage (60)- — Melodrama.
When
a newspaper reveals that a plantation owner is cheating croppers out of their wages he is threatened

Grinde.
NEW

girl. April 24, ’37.
PIC rORIAE
KEVPE

Republic

TIMBER.

Fielder’s Field, changed to GIRLS
CAN
PLAY.
Sj)eed Mad, changed to MOTOR
MADNESS.
W ith Best Regards, changed to \V1TH KIND
REGARDS.

While

BREVITIES

Pittsburgh — “All

to ROARING

baseball
and his
May 14,

'raking the Count (20) — Joe Palooka tries to enter society but only succeeds in getting mixed
up with a phony count who tried to marry his

KEI.EASES:

l/ife Begins With l^»ve — Edith Fellowes.
Brofessional Juror — Chto Kruger, Douglas Montgomery.
Ta\i War — Don Terry.
Texas C\\clone — Charles Starrett, Barbara Weeks.
TITLE
CilANGES:
Glory,

size

N'o. 8 (10) — Bowling with melons; proper coiffure
for milady; the latest styles in shoes for women, the latter sequence in color. April 10, ’37.

TQatutQ5

lilaziiig

the

Vitaphone
BROADM’AY’

CHANGES

rOMlNG

half

Paramount
HE.YDEIXEKS
Swing
her
and

(3638).
March 12, ’37
April 16, ’37

Hutton, Swing, (11) — Ina Rae Hutton and
Melodears, an ail-girl orchestra, are seen
heard

in a

succession

of current

swing

num-

bers. May 7, ’37.
PAR.YMOl
NT PICTORIAL
N'o.

10

(10) — Sailboats shown
in the three seasons; a visualization in Technicolor of “Twilight

BOXOFFICE

::

May

1, 1937,

Who’ll Pay the Bill?
By IVAN

MOTION

picture production

* the most

important

and

confront it. In keeping
ized labor toward
more

is currently struggling
trying labor problem

with the nationwide

demanding

remuneration,

and

with

ever to

unqualified

recognition

further encouraged

ried stars to the humblest

by

and

the su-

utility workers — are rushing

before

the harassed

At this writing it is impossible
of the arbitration

these

into the machinery

have

launched

things, however,

ers. The industry and all connected

sales conventions
held to acquaint
bitors— with what
season,

or to

seem

of all of the major

completed.
and

could

the progressive

bill. Will it be the producers,

executives
groups

of
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Is

to wipe

going public?
Showmen

and

prosperity.

the

out

the
Cer-

the intelligent heads

will do everything

out

Seven

Sectional

Edi-

Weekly.

The

Six

Editions

TRAL, MIDWEST.

Are:

NEW

ENGLAND,

SOUTHERN,

MIDEAST,

EASTERN.

CEN-

that, with

Most

present

theatres

to go

on

record

to state that

out of the question,

admission

in motion

throughout

rates at least once
increases — what

prices and

pointing
operating

picture theatre admissions.

the country

during

have

recent months

with living costs going

bounds — could
tendance.
Which

hiked

and

their

additional

up in leaps and

only result in curtailment

seems

to put the problem

of the film producers.
that the increased
bound

to come

offset through
quarters;
the waste

of theatre

of organized

at-

the inauguration

which

in the laps

workers

as a result of the current

advisably

ularly on major

squarely

It will be their job to maneuver

wages

through

is evident

in present
more

so

which

are

demands

are

of economies

the elimination

lots' bigger and

IVAN
SPEAR,
Western
Hollywood, Calif., Phone
u7y||K^^

Other

quick

of further increases

in their

Published

are

film rentals are

costs, higher rentals would remove all profit from exhibition. It takes no Solomon to recognize the inadvisability

ter-

during the past year,
days in which

the exhibitors or the theatre-

one

labor difficulties would

of depression

Is One

produc-

a general

logically be expected

workers'

EDITION

for the 1937-38

of which,

a touch of genuine

tainly the company

tions in Which

will be

the record-establishing

stride accomplished

industry has enjoyed

WESTERN

companies

that the composite

In view

the first since the advent

of the various

at this time. The

will produce

mination of studio activity through
be ruinous

too much

distribution circles — and, in turn, exhi-

tion program will top even
just being

smooth-

to be met, which can have only one effect — increased
expenses and increased budgets for coming pictures.

certain:

During the next two months

with every indication

a

Which gives rise to the very annoying but everpresent economic question as to who is going to pay the

in the history of picture mak-

Hollywood

when

Second, the producers must reconcile themselves to
the fact that at least some of the labor demands will have

of the many-

with it have

at stake to permit a tieup of production
heaviest

time

needed.

to

First, there should be no general strike of studio work-

ing, are just being completed.

the proverbial monkey-

at a

running machine is so badly

increased

1936-37 schedules,

to avoid throwing

to forsee the outcome

demands

Two

wrench

studio tycoons.

predict vrhat final disposition will be made
facetted situation.

respective power

trend of organ-

preme court's ruling on the constitutionality of the Wagner
Act, toilers in the cinema vineyards — from the high-salaget their demands

SPEAR

in other

of much

operations,

of

partic-

lavish productions.

Manager. Suite 219, 6404 Hollywood
Blvd,,
GLadstone 1186. WALTER
BARUSCH,
201

Golden Gate Bldg., 25 Taylor St., San Francisco, Calif. JOB COOPER,
2417 Second Ave., Seattle, Wash.
JOHN
A. ROSE, 1620 Clarkson St.,
Denver, Colo. VIOLA
BROWNING
HUTTON,
605 Utah Savings &
Trust Bldg., Salt Lake City, Utah.

UNIONS DEMAND NEGOTIATIONS
Metro Mum on Report
Laemmle Signed

Associated Artists
Joins Film Ranks
Apparently and confusingly three companies will shortly be producing in Hollywood under the all-inclusive cognomen of
“Artists,” with the news that Associated
Artists has filed incorporation papers and
will take its place beside the recentlyformed Renowned Artists and the veteran,
United Artists.
Dudley

Murphy

at Helm

Said to be the first company in which
stars, writers and directors will share in
the profits, with individual producing units
pooling profits and losses. Associated Artists burst into the production firmament a
short time ago under the leadership of
Dudley Murphy, who has been in Hollywood for several years as a writer and director for Paramount, Pathe and Metro.
Capitalized at $2,000,000, Associated is
an affiliate of the Associated Artists of
Great Britain. Now enrolled on its roster
are Leslie Howard, who will head a production unit; Nancy Carroll, who has been
signed for one picture, and Theresa Helburn of the New York Theatre Guild, who
will make one film annually from one of
the Guild’s
Hunt

stage properties.
Space and Release

Threat of Strikes as 16
Unions Strive for
Recognition

were

associate producer, although it is unofficially understood that the report
which has been current in Hollywood for the past several days is
founded on fact. Contracts will
probably be forwarded to New York
and signed there, where Laemmle is
spending a morith looking over plays
in search of 7naterial.

to Pat Casey, producers’ representative, for
negotiation under terms of the Wagner
collective bargaining act.
Inter-Union

general

Not content with
of annual musicals
the present
that

having but one series
as its contribution to

trend toward such yearly extravaganzas, Paramount has announced

its “Big

Broadcasts”

will be paral-

leled by an annual production of “Artists
and Models,” the first of which is now
before the cameras. Vincente Minnelli,
New York stage producer and director, will
next

year’s

version

of

“Artists

presents the possibility of a studio labor
strike by the SUE in protest of alleged
taking over of that union’s
the lATSE.

pictures

"Broadway Melody,” Warner with “Golddiggers,” Universal’s tentative plans for an
annual “Top of the Town” and “Broadway Jamboree,” RKO Radio’s “Radio City
Revels,” and Walter Wanger’s “Vogues.”

for

early

production —

will star, and "This King Business,” starring Nancy Carroll, from the original by
Dashiell Hammett.
Top-name directors, producers
will be taken into the fold.
Renowned
Renowned
ago

Artists

and

stars

Launched

Artists, formed

some

weeks

by Sol Rosenblatt, has remained inactive since its inception, although it is

understood that it will operate with similar independent production units. Tay Garnett, John Ford and Ronald Colman are
affiliated in this venture.

Crane Joins Charney

FEATURE

SPOT
New

FOR

HOWARD

York

comedian,

Goldwyn

received

word

last week

have

The

Casey

Conferring

collective

membership

With

bargaining

by

Producers
conferences

began this week are the culmination of plans outlined by the federation
of unrecognized unions which took form
recently under the guidance of the Screen
Actors Guild and the International Brotherhood of Painters, Paperhangers and
Decorators, both of which were rebuffed

at the eastern conferences in their recognition attempts. At present 16 studio labor unions, including the Guild, painters,
costumers, plumbers, stationary engineers,
wardrobe workers, plasterers, makeup artists, scenic artists, operating engineers,
special effects workers, molders, boilermakers and three other groups, are members
of the federation, which this week adopted
the title of Federated Motion Picture Crafts
and appointed Charles Lessing as head of
the organization.
Painters have already served notice that
a

strike will be called should their demands be rejected, although the call will
not be issued until Casey has been given
sufficient

has

been signed for a featured role in Metro’s
“Broadway Melody of 1937,” co-starring
Eleanor Powell and Robert Taylor. Howard will report at the studio immediately.

80

Samuel

that the first location unit of his “Hurricane” company had landed at Pago-Pago,
Samoa, and has already gone to work.
Meanwhile Goldwyn and Director John
Ford are still searching for the leading
male character in the film.
C. Aubrey Smith and Jerome Cowan
been spotted in supporting roles.

George Crane has joined C. King Charney, Inc., distributors of Agfa motion picture film, as sales contact and representative. Crane was assistant to George Seid
at the Columbia laboratories.

Willie Howard,

GOLDWYN 'HURRICANE'
UNIT BUSY IN SAMOA

con-

ployes over a question of labor jurisdiction within the studios. This difficulty

which

set

the

the Studio Utility Employes and the International Alliance of Theatrical Stage Em-

to the ever-growing list of similar plans
by other studios, including Metro with its

are

tieup, should

Added to the current labor-producer turmoil, to make the clouds over Hollywood
even darker, is the growing rift between

with

“Bonnie Prince Charlie,” from an original
by Hugh Walpole, in which Leslie Howard

industrial

fabs with Casey prove unacceptable to certain unions not now enrolled in the basic
wage agreement with the major studios,
looms heavier on the horizon than ever
before.

Pat

Technicolor; William Allen, and Willard McKay, financier. Murphy is looking
for studio space and is dickering for release through some major company. Two

Complication

Steadily growing more serious since the
termination of the annual labor-producer
huddles in New York, the imminence of a

and Models.”
The studio’s decision to make a yearly
film musical around the title adds another

On the company’s board of directors are
Sir Adrian Bailey, who is also connected

fired this week when accredited representatives of the Screen Actors Guild,

machinists, plasterers, molders, boilermakers and painters presented their demands

PARAMOUNT PLANS
MORE MUSICALS

organize
Setup

With the threat of a series of labor
strikes involving motion picture production
hanging in the balance, the opening guns
in a concerted drive for closed shop and
recognized unionization of studio crafts

Pending the actual signing of contracts, studio •spokesmen at MetroGoldwyn-Mayer refused to confirm
the reports that Carl Laemmle jr. has
consummated aii agreement and will
join the organization on June 1 as an

Cohen Signs John Payne
John Payne has been signed to a longterm acting contract by Major Pictures.
He is the great-nephew of the composer
of “Home Sweet Home.” Payne will be
groomed by Emanuel Cohen for leading
roles, going
Production
a Night.”
weeks.

first into a part in “On

Such

on the film starts within

six

opportunity to confer with producers. Further unrest has been noted
among the carpenters who have scheduled
a meeting for early next week at which
time a strike vote will be taken if demands for a wage raise are not met. At
present included in the basic studio pact,
the carpenters may, it is understood, pull
out and affiliate themselves with the
FMPC.
Demands

Not

Made

Public

Details of demands being made by mem(Continued on page 85)
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Thomson's Motive Aiding
Fight on Bill Interests
Students of the currently foreboding labor situation in the film capital are reading subtleties between the lines in the
postponement by the state legislature at
Sacramento of a bill designed to limit

Coincidence on Lot Stirs
Memories
Another

Edward

Arnold

congratulates

on the court’s approval
contract

his soil

of the latter’s

to star in Monogram’s

expression, “That’s Hollywood,” took
place on the United Artists lot last
week — on April 25, to be exact.
At that time Jean Acker reported

“Blaz-

for extra work in Walter W anger’s
“Vogues of 1938,” for which scenes
were being shot on Stage Two.

ing Barriers.” Signed by Scott Dunlap, Monogram production head, Edward Arnold jr. begins
reer in the feature.

his acting

Eleven years ago to the day — April
25, 1926 — the late Rudolph Valentino
made the filial scenes in his last pic-

ca-

ture, “The Son of the Sheik,”
same stage on the same lot.

MAYNARD P. A. AND
PICTURE COINCIDE
When Ken Maynard’s circus opened last
week in Chicago to play through the middle west, his first Condor picture, “Trailing Trouble” was set for simultaneous bookings in all towns where such an arrangement could be made as a tieup for the
western star.
Two of Maynard’s series of eight, which
Grand National will release, have been
completed. The third starts in September,
when

Maynard’s

tour is concluded.

COLUMBIA PRODUCT
PACE GOES FORWARD
Columbia is maintaining a steady production pace with six pictures already before the cameras and three more set to
go this week. Now shooting are “Once a
Hero,” “With Kind Regards,” “Taxi War,”
“Professional Juror,” “Girls Can Play” and
“Texas Cyclone.”
Ready to shoot are “Flashing Skates,”
“Park Avenue Dame,” and “The Awful
Truth,” starring Irene Dunne.

Denied Reargument Plea
New York — The application of Edna
Buckler for reargument of her plagiarism
suit in connection with “Dead End” has
been dismissed by Federal Judge John M.
Woolsey. The action was against Sidney
Kingsley, Norman Bel Geddes, Samuel
Goldwyn, Random House, Inc., and the
128 E. 37th St. Corp., and charged that
Kingsley’s “Dead End”
her play “Money.”

was

pirated

from

RKO Options Five
RKO Radio has optioned the contracts
of William Sistrom, producer; Robert
Sparks, story editor, and three writers,
Edward Melcher, Paul Yawitz and Harry
Segall.
BOXOFFICE

:: May

example of the type of occurrence which has given rise to the

Miss

Acker
tino’s wife.

was

formerly

on the
Valen-

player contracts with agents and studios
to a three-year term.
Inasmuch as the measure was shelved
through the efforts of Kenneth Thomson,
executive secretary of the Screen Actors
Guild, and Aubrey Blair, secretary-treasurer of the Guild’s junior branch, although
spokesmen for the actors’ organization admitted this week that the Guild was in
favor of such a three-year player pact,
dopesters have interpreted the lobbying
move

as a weapon in the Guild’s negotiations for recognition by major producers
under the Wagner collective bargaining
act.
Two

Week

Postponement

Secured

Reports are currently going the rounds
that the measure will be used by Thomson

WRITERS BUSY IN
PARAMOUNT PLANT
In line with Paramount’s busy production schedule, studio writers are being kept
busy on new assignments. W. P. Lipscomb
is currently working on the screenplay for
“Beau Geste,” which Lucien Hubbard will
produce; Virginia Van Upp has completed
her work on “Summer Romance” and is
awaiting a new assignment, while Eve
Greene and Harlan Ware have taken over
the scripting of “Summer Romance.”
Robert Yost and Stuart Anthony have
completed the screenplay for “Arizona
Ames,” and are working on a Zane Grey
story. Preston Sturges will work with the
Cecil B. DeMille unit on “The Buccaneer,”
having completed scripts for “Easy Living”
and “Hotel Haywire,” both in production.

Lesser Signs Cortez
Ricardo

Cortez

has

been

signed

by Sol

Lesser

for the starring role in ‘The Californian,” a Harold Bell Wright story which
Lesser will produce for 20th Century-Fox
release. Shooting starts next week under
Gus

Meins’ direction. Richard Arlen, originally scheduled for the part, dropped his
agreement with Lesser some weeks ago
and signed with Columbia.

as a

factor for more satisfactory settlement of the Guild’s demands in the conferences which are now ensuing between
the SAG and Pat Casey, representing the
producers in the series of labor huddles.
A two-week postponement of the date
on which the bill was to be brought up for
consideration by California’s solons was
secured by Thomson and Blair, a period
which, Hollywood experts believe, will be
sufficient to allow Thomson to carry out
his plan. SAG
headquarters, however,
would neither affirm nor deny this week
that

the lobby move had any such ramifications in regard to the current laborproducer huddles.
Three

the measure,
ment.

Paramount

will co-star

John

Boles

and

Gladys Swarthout in “Madame Butterfly,”
with the John Luther Long story, the David Belasco play and Giacomo Puccini’s
opera forming the basis for the new screen
production. Benjamin Glazer will produce.
METRO

PACT

TO

BRENT

SARGENT

Brent Sargent, member of “The Drunkard” cast, has been signed to a Metro
contract.

Bills

Shelved

with

the resultant

postpone-

Tabling of the measure maintains the
batting average of Hollywood pressure
against industry legislation at 1,000, as
three other bills, introduced by Assemblyman Ernest Voight dealing with government control over exchange and distribution practices, have all been shelved within the past few weeks.

Walter

Co-Star Swarthout, Boles

Other

Thomson and Blair made a hasty trip
to Sacramento last week, at which time
they sat in on a committee hearing on

Abel is expected to report
in "Glory"
Abel

back

to RKO Radio May 5 for a part in “Flight
From Glory.” The studio contract player
has been absent for 20 weeks on a stage
assignment. Robert Sisk will produce the
film from an original by Robert Andrews.

Lombard's Next
Paramount has chosen “True Confession,” from a French original, as Carole
Lombard’s next starring vehicle, with Albert Lewin at the production helm. Director and male lead have not been assigned.
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HOLLYWOOD TO 6REET CORONATION
Epochal Radio Tieup Will
Originate in Culver
City Studio
Giving proof that the much-protested
radio-film tieup can work to the advantage, as well as the disadvantage, of the
motion picture industry if handled correctly, plans have been laid for the staging of an epoch-making international
broadcast from Hollywood to London on
the eve of th coronation of King George
VI. The half-hour broadcast, to be handled
by the National Broadcasting Co., will come
directly from a sound stage at Selznick
International Studios in Culver City May
11, and will be shortwaved to England.
Leading British members of the motion
picture colony will be in on the program,
with Ronald Colman, Madeleine Carroll,
C. Aubrey Smith, Raymond Massey and
David Niven slated for microphone appearances. Douglas Fairbanks jr., who returned recently from picture-making activities in London, will be master of ceremonies.
Greetings

to London

Francis E. Evans, English consul at Los
Angeles, and David O. Selznick will also
present their greetings to England via the
ether, and Ray Noble, English orchestra
leader, will furnish the musical interludes.
Meanwhile studio expansion activities are
still occupying a considerable portion of
local radio’s time. Station KEHE and the
California Radio System held the center
of the stage this week, when the chain
opened the doors of its new home, containing broadcasting and office facilities for
KEHE and headquarters for CRS. The
building contains a theatre studio, two orchestration studios, two small speech and
drama studios, master control room, musical library and rehearsal room. Ford
Billings is station manager and westcoast
manager for Heart’s radio services.
Latest to announce a change of location
is Station KFVD, at present housed in the
Auburn-Cord Bldg, on Wilshire Blvd.,
which has negotiated a three-year lease for
space in the Mode-O-Day Bldg, at Washington and Hill Sts. J. F. Burke, owner
of the station, has already begun alterations to provide offices, control rooms and
two studios.
Station KMTR has moved its executive
offices from the old location on the United
Artists lot in preparation for the construction of a new “radio village’’ on Cahuenga
Ave. Ground was to be broken early this
week for the Columbia Broadcasting System’s new studios on Sunset, housing Station KNX, with Stanley McAllister, construction engineer for the network, arriving last week from New York to be on hand
when the go signal is given.
Eddy

on Coffee

Most important

Hour

of the new programs

to

emanate from Hollywood’s radio center
will be the inauguration of the new Chase
and Sanborn show. May 9, with Nelson
Eddy booked for a singing spot. That a
screen personality tieup will be strongly
featured is indicated by the announcement
that Ann Harding will make a guest ap-
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A Man Forgotten?
— Jack Haley
One of the most widely discussed
questions being bandied about the
Hollywood gathering places this week
is the possible motive behind 20th
Century-Fox’s apparent efforts to put
the soft pedal on the hit Jack Haley
made in “Wake Up and Live.”
On the new 2^-sheets, plastered all
over the town, plugging the film, the
studio has used pictures of Alice
Faye, Ben Bernie, Walter Winchell,
Ned Sparks and Patsy Kelly, in fact,
nearly everyone but Haley, whose
role in the film was, according to
most

critics, the sensation of the picture, boosting him to almost certain
stardom.
The studio recently came near

muffing Haley’s chances for success,
when it permitted the news that his
voice had been dubbed for singing sequences in the film, to be broadcast
over a Hollywood gossiper’s radio
program.
Now Haley’s friends say it almost
looks as if the studio is trying to
make

a secret of the fact that he appears in the picture at all.

CORONATION COLOR
FILM ACCLAIMED
Acclaimed by Hollywood as an historical
achievement unsurpassed in the production of films, and one which will have an
immense value to future generations, the
Technicolor film depicting scenes during
Coronation proceedings was previewed privately this week.
The shots were taken by Natalie M.
Kalmus, color director for Technicolor, who
is now in London.

Otterson Joins Para.
Jack Otterson, formerly with Universal,
has joined Paramount as associate art director. He goes to work on “This Way,
Please,” as his first assignment.
pearance on the initial broadcast. Don
Ameche will handle the master of ceremonies chore.
The status of artists’ talent bureaus’ invasion of Hollywood was threatened by the
addition of a fourth hat into the ring this
week, with Transamerica, a Warner subsidiary, reported to be contemplating the
establishment of offices in the film-radio
capital shortly. Spokesmen for KFWB,
the local Warner radio outlet, however,
could not or would not confirm the rumor,
which would bring Transamerica into competition with NBC, CBS, and Don LeeMutual bureaus already established here.
The Don Lee-Mutual station, KHJ, has
added Thayer Ridgway, who takes the position of account executive on the sales staff.

Horne Emerges
From Rental Mists
After the torrent of troubles with which
the Hollywood Studios and its president
and manager, Oscar L. Horne, have been
flooded since Horne took over the reins
of control, it looks as though the rental
lot is headed for smooth sailing, at least
temporarily. Successfully petitioning for an
extension of time in which to wipe out the
obligations incurred by the company,
Horne won a favorable decision on his
bankruptcy plea in federal court here last
week under Paul J. McCormick and will
remain in possession of the property under the original terms by which the lot
was leased from Talisman Studio Corp.,
headed by L. A. Young.
Paid Rental

Arrears

Acting under the judge’s ruling, according to spokesmen for Horne, the studio’s
board of directors has paid Young the sum
of $4,500 to cover the amount which the
company was in arrears in the matter of
rent, and Horne has been granted further
time in which to arrange financial affairs to take care of other debts.
Horne won the decision after defeating Young’s attempt to regain possession
of the property by showing that the Hollywood Studio company had sufficient
contracts from producers renting space on
the lot to clear up all obligations.

LOEW IN DEAL WITH
ROACH FOR SEDGWICK
Edward Sedgwick has been signed to a
two-year directorial contract by David L.
Loew, who negotiated with Hal Roach, to
whom Sedgwick was under contract, for
the transfer of the agreement. Sedgwick
will direct the Joe E. Brown series which
Loew is producing for RKO Radio release.
“Sky High,” Brown’s second feature for
Loew, which Sedgwick directed, is going
through the final editing stages. Loew has
set back “Flirting With Fate,” which had
been announced as Brown’s next film, and
has assigned Richard Flournoy to work
with Sedgwick in developing a new story
for the third and
schedule.

last of this season’s

RKO Options Sparks
RKO Radio has optioned the contract of
Robert Sparks, studio story editor. His
three-way contract lists him as story editor,
producer and director.

GREGORY

RATOFF

EXTENDED

Twentieth Century-Fox
Ratoff’s contract.
BOXOFFICE
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Bitter Equiti] Battle
in Election Campaign
New

Producer Pandro Berman visits Ginger Rogers and Director Mark Sandrich on the RKO Radio set during
the filming of “Shall We Dance,” in
which Ginger co-stars with Fred ilstaire. The picture went into production as “Stepping Toes.”

BUSINESS BUILDERS
FURNISH NEW THEME
The romance surrounding the founding
and building of great industries and national institutions will furnish the basic
plat for several forthcoming pictures to be
made during the season, with at least three
films planned by two companies swinging
into the trend set by the success of 20th
Century-Fox’s “Lloyds of London.”
Latest to go on schedule is a maritime
drama to be filmed by Paramount dealing
with the growth of the Cunard-White Star
trans-oceanic shipping service, tentatively
titled “Ruler of the Sea.” This is the second such feature planned by Paramount,
as Producer-Director Prank Lloyd has already begun preparations for the filming
of an American cavalcade depicting the
history of the Wells -Fargo express.
Soon after Lloyd’s announcement, 20th
Century-Pox decided to repeat its “Lloyds”
with an historical drama titled “Hudson’s
Bay Company,” a story of the explorers
and trappers in the early days of the north
country.

20TH-FOX PREPARING
TWO CHAN STARRERS
Twentieth Century-Pox has put two more
Charlie Chan features into the preparatory stages, Robert Ellis and Helen Logan
now completing the script of “Charlie Chan
on Broadway,” to be followed by “Charlie
Chan at College.”
John Stone produces, with Warner
Oland in the title role.

Lead to Hopkins
Miriam Hopkins will have the starring
role in “She Married for Money,” which
Cliff Reid will produce for RKO Radio. It
will be Miss Hopkins’ concluding film on
a two-picture contract with the studio.
Dudley Nichols will script from the original by Thames Williamson.

Jackie Cooper Signed
Monogram has signed Jackie Cooper for
the leading role in “Boy of the Streets,”
which will be scripted by Marion Orth.
Cooper has one picture to do for RKO
Radio before he goes over to Monogram
for the assignment.
BOXOFFICE
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Anti-Nazi Group Marks
Time in Protest
Pending further word from Secretary of State Hull, the Hollywood
Anti-Nazi League is marking time in
its effort to secure official action
against Dr. George Gyssling, German
consul in Los Angeles, who broke into
prominence some weeks ago when he
took it upon himself to issue letters
of warning to cast members of Universal’s “The Road Back” telling
them of a threatened German ban
should the film contain sequences
considered derogatory to that nation.
The Anti-Nazi League, taking up
the cudgels against the consul, informed Secretary Hull of the development and is awaiting word of an
anticipated reprimand. The group is
basing its hopes that Dr. Gyssling
will be properly spanked on the diplomatic precedent that any consul
who over-steps his authority, confined usually to routine commercial
pursuits in connection with his office, is dealt with drastically — often
being requested to give up his post.

York — With

the insurgent

faction

in Actors’ Equity Assn, planning to open
a temporary office to direct the campaign
for an independent ticket of councillors,
the pre-election feud over the management
of the organization promises to be bitter.
Any chance of an independent candidate
opposing Prank Gillmore for the presidency
of Equity has grown increasingly remote
since Walter Hampden, president of the
Players, has definitely announced his refusal to run and the insurgents claim to
have no other person in mind. The “opposition” slate includes: Ilka Chase, Clarence
Derwent, Wayne Arey, Paul McGrath, Edward Everett Hale, Richard Gordon and
Edward McNamara. The annual election
will be held June 4.

ABE MEYER MAY GET
GN MUSIC DIRECTION
Currently scoring the music for three
Grand National features, Abe Meyer is
negotiating with GN for him to take over
the musical direction of all pictures produced on the lot.
Meyer is doing “Sweetheart of the Navy”
for B. F. Zeldman; “The Shadow,” and
ern.
“Riders of the Rockies,” Tex Ritter west-

Key City Beauty
Contest Idea Out
A substitute for his proposed national
film talent hunt, shelved last week when
members of the Hollywood Junior Chamber
of Commerce voted not to buck disapproval of the Hays office, is being searched
for by Norris J. Nelson, president of the
chamber and author of the original plan.
Nelson’s stunt, which involved beauty
contests to be held in key cities and finals
to be staged here next fall, flopped when
major producers refused to cooperate on
the matter of awarding screen tests and
short-term contracts to the grand prize
winners. Nelson, who told Boxoffice last
week that he would put the plan over regardless of the Hays office’s attitude, bowed out when the scheme was put to the
ballot and rejected by the chamber.
When
FIRST CONDOR PROGRESSES
Screen treatment on the first of the
“Wallaby Jim” series to be produced by
Condor for Grand National release has
been completed by Houston Branch. It is
tentatively titled “Wallaby Jim of the
Islands.” The original stories are by Ernest Wetjen.

Leon

Schlesinger, producer

of

“Merrle Melodie” and “Looney Tune”
cartoons, now vacationing in Hawaii,
stepped off the boat at Honolulu he
was presented by the tropics’ movie
fans with their conception of “Porky,”
one of Schlesinger’ s comic characters.
The piglet replaced the conventional
lei with which visitors to the islands
are usually garlanded.
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Republic Eighth Compang
to Meet in Hollgwood
Number

eight

on

the

growing

list of

major film companies which are “going
Hollywood” in the selection of a locale for
their annual sales conventions is Republic,
which has scheduled its meeting for June

Harman-Ising, Metro
Call Quits

1 in Los Angeles. The three-day meet will
be under the leadership of M. J. Siegel,
new president of the company, and J. J.
Milstein, general sales manager.

Termmating a contract agreement
which had been in existence almost

Metro

Meets

First

First to bring its parade of salesmen and
homeoffice and foreign representatives
into the cinema city will be Metro, which
begins its five-day session May 3, with
last-minute preparations now being rushed
by studio officials for the reception of the
visitors. The meetings will be held at the
Ambassador Hotel. Howard Dietz, director
of advertising and publicity, has been here
for more than a week, as have W. R. Ferguson, exploitation head, and J. S. MacLeod, exchange maintenance chief. Sessions
will conclude May 7.
Republic swings onto the sales convention band-wagon headed toward the film
capital with seven other major companies,
including Metro, already aboard. Paramount, Grand National, 20th Century-Fox,
Universal, RKO Radio and Gaumont British have all announced starting dates and
plans for their Hollywood confabs.
Universal, which announced last week
that its convention would be held here May
17, has

begun preparations for the accommodation of its sales employes, with
Joe Weil, exploitation director, expected
in Hollywood early next week to work with
Marc
and

Lachman, studio publicity and advertising head, on details of the entertainment
business program.
20th-Fox

Foreign
of 20th

and

Readies

Plans

homeoffice

Century-Fox

who

representatives
will attend

for the opening of the four-day confab
starting May 31. Delegates from other
points throughout the United States will
be picked up en route, with Sidney R.
Kent, president of the company, expected
to return from Europe in time to attend.

replaces

Randolph

Scott

Scott’s current assignment in “High, Wide
and Handsome” prevents his taking the
new part. Raoul Walsh is directing “Artists and Models,” with Gail Patrick and
Ida Lupino in the feminine leads.

Metro’s
Ruskin.
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writing

JOINS

added

BARTHELMESS
TO

ON WAY

MOTHER'S

RITES

New York — Richard Barthelmess, the
actor, was speeding to New York from
London this week for the funeral services
of his mother, Mrs. Caroline Harris Barthelmess, who died here late last week after a heart attack. She was 70 years old.
He had been in England all winter.
Mrs. Barthelmess made her stage debut
in 1902 in “Mary of Magdala” with the
late Mrs. Minnie Maddern Fiske. It was
through her influence that Richard was
drafted for his first stage role at the age
of ten. She always took an affectionate
interest in his stage and screen career.

Harry

Welcome!

Plan "Hudson's Bay"

To be made along similar lines to “Lloyd’s
of London.” 20th Century-Fox has announced plans to film “Hudson’s Bay Company,” with Kenneth Macgowan assigned
as associate producer. Arthur Arthur,
Richard Collins and Michael Jacoby are
working on the script.

James

Cagney,

right, greets Stuart Erwin on his arrival at the Grand National studio.
Erwin will appear in “Small Town
Boy” as the first of a series of starring vehicles.

LEONARD ROSS JOINS
MAJOR PEN ROSTER
Pictures

has

signed

Leonard

Ross swells the contract writers’ list to
eight, with Jo Swerling doing an untitled
original for Mae West; Claude Binyon
scripting “What Ho!” to star Gary Cooper;
William Lipman and Doris Malloy adapting “Flood Crest;” Richard Connell and
Jane Storm doing the screenplay on “On
Such a Night,” and John Davenport and
Miss Storm preparing the script on “The
Man in Evening Clothes.”

MUSIC

ASSIGNMENTS

BY METRO'S
handed

FINSTON
out

by

Nathaniel

W. Finston, Metro’s music chief, have given
Edward Ward the scoring chore on “Saratoga,” with songs by Donaldson, Wright
and Forrest. Other assignments include the
scoring of “General Hospital” by David
Snell; scoring of “Umbrella” by Dr. William Axt, and the preparation of a score
Romberg.
for “Three

Rooms

in Heaven”

by Sigmund

Score for “A Day at the Races”
completed by Franz Waxman.
STAR

JOAN

has been

FONTAINE

Fontaine, 19-year-old actress unknown to screen or stage a little more
than half a year ago, has progressed so
rapidly that she will be starred in the
fourth film of her brief career, according
to an RKO
Radio announcement. To
launch her on her stellar course, the studio
has purchased an original story by Howard
J. Green.

OBERON'S

J.

Ross, author of the “Hymie Kaplan” series
in the New Yorker, to a term writing contract. He will script a starring vehicle for
Bing Crosby, as yet untitled.

Assignments

MERLE

METRO

staff has

Stellar

Joan

in the romantic lead of “Artists and Models,” starring Jack Benny. Arlen was borrowed from Columbia for the role because

RUSKIN

A

Major

WILL

Aden for Scott
Arlen

Spokesmen for Harynan-Ising declared that no new release setup had
been negotiated as yet, although
dickering has begun with several
majors.

that

company’s sales meeting at the Ambassador Hotel here will be brought to the coast
via a special chartered train, which leaves
New York May 26 and arrives here in time

Richard

three years, Harman-Ising, cartoon
makers, and Metro this week called it
quits after unsuccessful attempts to
come to terms on a new distribution
completioii of the current series of
agreement.
The present pact expires with the
cartoons. Of the eighteen to be delivered fourteen still remain to be
made.

MOTHER

DIES

New' York — Merle Oberon’s mother, Mrs.
Constance Thompson, died in London, Friday. She was 56 years of age.

Slate Erwin Starrer
“Face the Facts,” the second starring
feature for Stuart Erwin at Grand National, will be produced by Andrew Stone.
Script

is being

prepared

by

Betty

Laid-

law and Robert Lively from Clarence Budington Kelland’s original story. Shooting
is scheduled to start late in May.

METRO
Metro

has

vocal coach,

SIGNS

ROSENSTEIN

signed

Arthur

to a new

BOXOFFICE

Rosenstein,

long-term
::

May

contract.
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Clamp Over Universal
Parleqs Holds Tightli]
If any repercussions are to be expected
out at the new Universal as a consequence
of the secretive parleys being held by J.

Past Premieres Fade

Cheever Cowdin, chairman of the company’s board of directors, and Charles R.
Rogers, vice-president in charge of production, the lid atop the possible turmoil
is being kept tightly sealed, according to
studio spokesmen.

"Tovarich"
TheBefore
glittering film premieres

Director Robert

Z. Leonard

pauses

on the set of “Firefly,” which he is
directing for Metro, to admire the
Boxoffice

Blue

Ribbon

Award

pre-

sented him for directing Metro’s
“Maytime,” selected by the Rational
Screen Council as the best picture
released in March.

PARAMOUNT

Vincent Hart Married
New

York— Vincent

Hart,

in charge

Union Demands
from page 80)

bers of the PMPC will not be made public by Casey at the present time, as he
declared to Boxoffice that a few days’
consideration would be necessary before
next moves were decided upon. Another
meeting with the Screen Actors Guild
representative, Kenneth Thomson, had
been scheduled for the latter part of next
week. General opinion holds, however, that
demands by most groups are similar in
scope, including closed shop, wage scale
adjustments and changes in working hours
and other conditions.
Casey is handling appointments with
FMPC members for the presentation of
their demands as they are received at his
office. The producers’ representative has
so far not questioned unions’ rights to negotiate under terms of the Wagner Act
clause ruling that dealings must be made
with employers by a majority of the labor
groups’ members. In the event that doubts
of majority representation in the demands
of any group arise they will be turned over
to the National Labor Relations Board for
settlement.
SUE Objects to IASTE Action
Such a step has already been taken by
the SUE, which referred its differences
with the lATSE to Dr. Towne Nylander,
regional director of the NLRB. SUE, with
a membership said to be in excess of 1,700,
has been fighting alleged attempts by the
lATSE to gather the utility workers into
the latter’s fold by the issuance of lATSE
cards to them. SUE will attempt to prove
to the NLRB that the Wagner Act is
being violated.
BOXOFFICE
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Lid Tightly

MUM

ON PECKHAM

of

production code activities for the Hays
office in the east, was married Monday
to Miss Mildred Feely at Merion, Pa. They
are honeymooning at White Sulphur
Springs, Va.

(Continued

of
Hollywood were faded by the opening of the coast versio7i of the Broadway stage hit, “Tovarich,” which
opened here last week with seats
selling at $5.50 each. Even at this
price seats were at a premium and
Louis B. Mayer, M-G-M vice-president in charge of production, had to
sit in a straight chair in the orchestra pit.

EXIT

Paramount’s publicists are soft-pedaling
the sudden termination of Ted Peckham’s
Hollywood career, confining news of the
erstwhile “escort service’’ founder’s abrupt
evacuation only to confirmation of reports
that he has left the studio and that “Gentlemen for Hire,” picture on which he was
hired as technical director, has been
shelved — permanently.
Reports from other quarters, however,
held that Peckham, supplier of gentlemanly gentlemen for lonely New York dowagers on a rental basis, had gone Hollywood
with such amazing rapidity that even Hollywood was amazed. His future plans were
not revealed.

BEAUTY

WINNERS
CRASH FLICKERS

The old moss-covered beauty contest still
holds forth as the number one way to
break into pictures. Reiteration of this fact
came last week when Lucy Ann McLean,
University of Southern California co-ed,
and Mary Etta Freese, department store
dress model, were selected as candidates

Closed

Company executives declared this week
that no disclosures had emanated from the
conference chambers, where Cowdin, Rogers, and J. R. Grainger, sales manager,
have been in session for several weeks, and
that no announcements of importance were
expected until Universal opened its sales
conference at the Ambassador Hotel May
17. At that time, spokesmen aver, the subject of the confabs, which began as a survey of studio operations with an eye toward
retrenchment of expenses, may be presented in its completion to homeoffice
executives and sales representatives.
Movie city dopesters are meanwhile reading an air of suppressed excitement into
the assurances of quiet along the Universal front in view of the veil of secrecy
being maintained
cussions.
Ralph

around the executive dis-

McClellan

Resigns

One

minor shift in personnel was disclosed this week, Ralph McClellan, of the
legal department, resigning. His place was
taken by E. P. Ward, of the accounting
department, and McClellan has accepted
a post with a local agency.
This change broke a period of comparative inactivity which had extended for more
than a week following the wholesale cleaning out of the studio’s art department of
15 employes. With the exception of John
Harkrider, production designer, the entire
staff went off the payroll in the most complete job of ax-swinging that has hit the
lot for several weeks.
Differences of opinion between Harkrider and Jack Otterson, art director, are
said by studio officials to be the reason for
the exodus, with Otterson’s staff, including
draughtsmen and sketch artists, following
suit when Otterson turned in his resignation.

for the title of “Miss Western America,”
in a contest sponsored by the 1939 Golden
Gate International Exposition.
Both

were immediately

seized upon

by

Sol Lesser for picture work in “Make a
Wish,” which he is producing for RKO
Radio release, and signed on the offchance of fame and fortune should either
of them win the finals of the contest.

Schulberg Assigns Kenton
B. P. Schulberg has signed Erie Kenton to direct “Stranger Than Fiction,”
which is to be produced for Paramount
from an original story by Frederick Jackson. The picture is scheduled to go into
production May 15 with John Trent in
the leading male role.

Lamour Replaces Margo
Samuel Goldwyn has borrowed Dorothy
Lamour from Paramount for a role in “The
Hurricane.” She replaces Margo, who has
withdrawn from the cast.

McNUTT TO RKO JUNE 1
William Slavens McNutt moves over to
RKO Radio June 1 on a one-year writing
ticket signed this week.
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Condor Mum on
SEC Stock Hitch
Officials of Condor Pictures here declined this week to make a statement in
connection with the news from Washington that a stop order to prevent the sale
of $1,000,000 worth of Condor common
stock may be issued by the Securities and
Exchange Commission on the accusation
by an SEC commissioner that necessary
facts were withheld from prospective stock
buyers. Local Condor executives will take
no stand on the matter until word has been
received from eastern representatives of
the company as to possible developments.
Planned

to

Finance

20

Films

The stock issue was contemplated by
Condor in order to finance a 20-picture
production program, and the government
investigation is in the hands of Examiner
Richard “lownsend. While details as to
the complaint have not been learned, it is
believed that the SEC is basing its investigation on assertions that Condor did not
give a full explanation in telling about its
arrangements for studio space in its stock
prospectus.
Those in well-informed circles close to
the management of the company told Boxoffice

this

week,

however,

that

regardless

of the outcome of the investigation Condor
has sufficient funds on hand to go through
with its present production program as
outlined, thus settling doubts in the mind
of the film capital as to whether the company might be forced to curtail its shooting schedule until the matter has been
adjusted satisfactorily.

W. C. FIELDS TAKES
LEAD IN PARA. FILM
W. C. Fields will step before the cameras
again after an absence of almost a year
when he takes the starring role in “That
Man’s Here Again,” which Paramount will
produce from Fields’ original story written
in collaboration with Jack Cunningham.
The comedian, stricken with pneumonia
last May, is fully recovered after resting
at Las Encinas sanitarium.

GN TO PRINT SALES
BOOK IN HOLLYWOOD
Here is Dartmouth College’s president,
Ernest Martin Hopkins (left), chatting

Grand

National’s 1937-38 sales announcement book will be printed in Hollywood, according to the decision reached
by Edward Alperson and Edward Peskay,
sales manager. Edward Finney, advertising director, will remain here to prepare
the book, a 24-page supplement in color,
which will be distributed when the GN
sales convention opens May 15.
An additional 10,000 will be mailed to
exhibitors during convention week.

with Irving Cummings

graduated from that institution of
learning in 1915. Hopkins, visiting
Dartmouth

Levy are doing the screenplay for “Stacked
Chips;” Arthur Hoerl is working on the
script of his original, “Death Takes a
Cruise;” and Cynthia Meade is doing the
continuity on “Government Agent.”

"Style Symphony"

a new conby Samuel
been under
years, also

draws a role in “Spring in My Heart,”
forthcoming feature starring Gary Cooper
and Merle Oberon, and a two months’
vacation which he will spend in a trip to
London for the coronation.

"K-T' by lohnson
Ray Johnson will direct “K-7’s Case 113”
for C. C. Burr as the next in the “K-7”
series for the independent market. The
original story is by Marion Cooper and
Jackson Parks. Walter McGrail will continue in the title role. Production is scheduled to start May 15.
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MEG ON "52ND ST." TO HAROLD YOUNG
Harold Young has been signed on a onepicture deal to direct Walter Wanger’s production, “52nd Street.” Young has planed
to New York to look over night clubs along
52nd St. and will start the picture immediately upon his return.
CAHOON
Columbia

TO

COLUMBIA

has signed Wyn

Cahoon, fresh

from the Broadway stage play, “Brother
Rat.” She’s here with her first film contract, a long-termer.

Debuts

Lou Alter and Paul Webster for Wanger’s
“Vogues of 1938.” The composition will be
introduced in the fashion salon sequence in
the film.

STORY

BUYS

Howard
J. Green’s “Curtain Call,” an original
story, has been purchased by RKO
Radio, Jesse
L.
Lasky
will
produce with Joan Fontaine in the
starring role.

by

Acquisition of “Halfway House,” mystery novel
Ellery Queen, which appeared in Cosmopolitan,

and
Lou

two originals, “Twins for Her Majesty,” by
Heifetz and Herbert Klein, and “A Rendezvous With Love,” by William Anthony McGuire,
is announced by Metro.
M-G-M

George

who has been writing and directing in Hollwood for Metro, Paramount and Pathe for some years. Murphy is now laying plans for studio
space, production schedules and release
channels for his company, an affiliate
of Associated Artists of Great Britain.

the na-

The screen’s first “style symphony” —
more than 40 pages of modern music and
rhythmic narration — will be composed by

New Niven Contract

Murphy,

alumni throughout

tion, was a guest of Wanger on a oneday sight-seeing trip through Hollywood recently.

Condor Assigns Four
Condor has assigned writers to three
scripts for forthcoming Conrad Nagel-Eleanor Hunt starrers. David Adams and David

David Niven has been given
tract, with a salary increase,
Goldwyn. The actor, who has
contract to Goldwyn for two

Heading the newly- formed Associated
Artists producing company is Dudley

on the set of

“Vogues of 1938” as the educator drops
in to visit Walter Wanger, who was

has
Bruce

bought

motion

picture

story,

“Navy

Blue

rights

and

to

the

Gold.”

“Law
for Tombstone,” an original by Charles
M. Martin, has been purchased by Buck
Jones
for his next starring vehicle. Frances Guihan will
script.

RKO David
Radio Garth
has purchased
“A Love
That”
from
and will use
it as Like
a starring
vehicle for Barbara Stanwyck.
Edward
Kaufman
will produce and A1 Santell has been assigned
to direct.
“The Roaming
Cowboy,” an original by Bennet Cohen, has been purchased by Jed Buell for
filming as the next in the Fred Scott musical
westerns for Spectrum
release. William Lively
ducer.
will adapt. George H. Callaghan is associate pro-

William Rankin’s original, “Mightier Than the
Sword,” has been purchased by Universal. Edmund
Grainger will produce with Doris Nolan in the
lead.
“He Had to Fight,”
has been acquired by
a Frankie Darro-Kane

an original by Phil Rapp,
Maurice Conn for use as
Richmond
starrer.

Republic has purchased
inal by Mildred Cram.

“Navy

Bride,”

an

orig-

“High Voltage,” an original by J. Robert Bren,
Hal Long and Kathleen Shepherd, has been purchased by Metro.
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Jack Benny emceed a benefit program at
Hollywood High School last week to raise
funds for a summer camp for under-privileged boys. The affair was sponsored by
the Hollywood coordinating council.
★

William H. Pine is in the Queen of Angels Hospital recuperating from a minor
operation.
*

Kenneth O’Brien, United Artists homeoffice publicity man, and Katharine Keller were married at Delmar last week, with
Father Levelle, of St. Vincent’s Church
in Los Angeles officiating. The couple
sailed for New York early this week via
the Panama Canal.
★

Robert Benchley has returned to Hollywood to resume work under his Metro
writing contract.
*

Hollywood went to college when Julie
Haydon, Gene Raymond, Mickey Rooney,
Jackie Cooper, James Gleason, Cliff Edwards and other film figures were guests
of the University of Southern California
at its annual

“Celebrity Night.”
★

Oliver Hinsdell left last week on an an7iual college talent quest. The Paramount
scout will visit Southern Methodist, Washington University, Tulane, northwestern
and Drake on a three-week tour.
*

Five-year-old Juanita Quigley will leave
May 1 on her first sea voyage. She is going to Honolulu, accompanied by her
mother.
*

Bradna, Marsha Hunt, Henry Herzbrun,
George Bagnall, John Hammell and Mel
Shauer.

*

Mary Pickford will be met in New York
A. McKay, her business manager,
by
trip. N. she
ivhen
docks May 3 after a European

Raoul Walsh has sent his thoroughbred.
Sunset Trail II, east for the Kentucky
Derby. The director, in the midst of a film
assigmnent, will be unable to leave for the
big race. George Walsh, Raoul’s brother,
is accompanying the horse.
k

Porter Hall is in Portland, Ore., making a personal appearance visit.
★

*

k

Sol Wurtzel’s assistant, Clay Adams, is
on his way to New York where he and
Patty MacRoberts will be married.
★

Ben Piazza, Major’s vice-president, has
returned from a two week visit to New
York.
k

A recent arrival from New York was
Betty Compson, who made the trip on an
American Airline’s plane.
k

Nelson Eddy is due in from
wide concert tour May 8.

a nation-

O. O. Dull and James Dugan

are on their

way to Louisville, Kentucky, to get atmos“Saratoga.”
*
phere shots for Metro’s

Metro’s annual golf tournameiit will be
held June 20 at the Rancho Country Club.
*

k

Edward Arnold has returned from a
vacation and is preparing for his next
screen assignment.

A1 Adams, Republic’s home office publicity director, has returned to New York
after studio conferences.

k

*

The Hollywood Society of Publicists and
Newspaper Correspondents will have Martha Raye as a featured guest-entertainer
at its meeting May 10. Leo Robin and
Ralph Rainger will also be on the program.
★

Neil Agnew, Paramount sales chief, will
vacati07i
in Hawaiiopening
prior tohere.
the company’s
sales
convention

Baron K. Sumitomo, Japanese banker
and financier, and his wife, the former
Princess Sai Onji, were guests of Raoul
Walsh on the Paramount lot this week. The
visitors were accompanied by S. Nakanishi,
his secretary, K. Kumami, manager of the
local branch of the Sumitomo bank, and
other members of the Los Angeles Japanese colony.
*

•k

William H. Pine, production associate of
Cecil B. DeMille, has entered a Los Angeles hospital for a minor operation. Pine
expects to return to his desk with a week
or teji days to resume his work with DeMille in preparing for production of "The
Buccaneer.”

was performed here by Rabbi Marcus. The
couple has taken a house in Hollywood
and will defer their honeymoon trip till
Pivar has completed a film assignment.

Luncheon guest at Paramount this week
was Mayor Frank Shaw, whose hosts were
Eugene Zukor, Eleanore Whitney, Olympe

♦

John Hay Whitney came in from New
York this week for an indefinite stay.
*

Conferences concluded, J. J .. Milstein,
Republic sales manager, has returned east.
He will come back to Hollywood in three
weeks coiivention.
to be on hand for the company’s
sales
★

Donald Novis planed in from New York,
via American Airlines, to make a series
of personal appearances here.
★

James Ellison and Grace Durkin eloped
and were married last weekend.

It was a college reunion when Ernest
Martin Hopkins, president of Dartmouth
College, toured a Hollywood film studio
last week under the personal guidance of
Walter Wanger, who was graduated from
that university in 1915. President Hopkins was accompanied by Sidney C. Hayward, university secretary, and is making
a short visit to California as part of a
nation-wide tour to meet with Dartmouth
alumni groups.
■
k

★

Sally Breen, sister of the singing star,
Bobby, has set June 25 as the date for her
marriage to Lewis Roth, Arizona mining
man.
Ben Pivar, associate producer for Grand
National, revealed last week that he and
Judith Schonzeit, New York costume designer, had been married. The ceremony
BOXOFFICE

:: May

Producers on independent lots who are Western Electric licensees will be
accommodated in the new recording studio being erected by General Service Studios in Hollywood. The building, 175 by 225 feet, will include a large
scoring stage and review room, as well as modern recording and dubbing
facilities and administrative offices. Approximate cost of the layout will be
$250,000. The completed

building is vi sualized in this architect’s drawing.
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FRISCO EXCHANGES FORM UNION
Legit's Friends Will
Convene

Realign Managers
Los

managerial

shifts in Cullen Espy’s Los Angeles district of the Fox West Coast circuit have
resulted from the recent resignation of
Marty Schwartz, manager of the Village
Theatre,
district.

one

of the key theatres

in Espy’s

Harry Marx has been transferred from
the Westlake to replace Schwartz at the
Village. He will be replaced by W. C.
Ricord jr., who moves from the Belmont.
A. L. Henley fills the spot at the Belmont,
and is replaced at the Melrose by Bob
Weeks.
Claude Spaeth is shifted from the Larchmont to the Western, replacing Joe Wade,
who is assigned the Ravenna. Bob Ensign,
assistant manager of the Egyptian, is
promoted to manager of the Larchmont.
Gerald
George

Gallagher

Bowser,

Supervises

district manager

10
for San

Diego, announces the appointment of Gerald Gallagher as city manager, supervising the 10 circuit theatres in San Diego.
Gallagher takes over the duties of Russell
Rogers, who will devote all his time to
heading the Pacific National Theatres.
Another change in Bowser’s district has
Rupert Moore, formerly assistant manager
of Grauman’s Chinese, promoted
ger of the Plaza, San Diego.

EXPECT

to mana-

SF EMBASSY

SUMMER

SHUT-DOWN

San Francisco — The Embassy, 1,400-seat
continuation house operated by Herman
Cohen, is understood to be closing for the
summer, effective within the next two
weeks.
The house, used until recently by RKO
as a continuation house when required, is
generally used as an outlet for independent films. Cohen, who also operates the
United Artists here, has been in the habit
of closing both houses during the slack
summer months. It is unknown whether
the United Artists, first-run outlet for all
UA pictures here, will be kept open this
summer.

Muehlmans

Travel

San Francisco — Charlie Muehlman and
Mrs. Muehlman sailed this week for New
York via Acapulco and the Panama Canal
for a combination business-pleasure trip on
which the local Warner branch manager
will attend the WB
convention in New
York and Mrs. Muehlman will catch up
with the New York shops and shows.

York — Plans for reviving interest in the stage and increasing
theatregoing in the large cities of
the U7iited States will be discussed
at the first national convention of
the American Theatre Council to be
held here May 24.

May
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A. L. Norriega,

organization’s program includes the opening of film theatres
throughout the country to touring
stage attractions and arrangements

The new organization hitherto untitled
is understood to have contacted some 300
Row

Sales Conventions
Attract to Coast
New York — Attending the M-G-M annual sales convention being held May 1-2
at Los Angeless are twenty-eight delegates
from the western territory. From Denver; Robert A. Cain, Michael Cramer,
Henry A. Friedel, Julian H. King and Fred
S. Zekman; from Salt Lake City: Edward
N. Beck, Clarence W. Boulet, Sam Cooper,
George Derrick, Carl Lind, David T. McElhinney and Maurice Saffle; from San
Francisco: Thomas Aspell jr., Ira Furman,
Lee S. Hulling, Edward C. Mix, Harry
Schmidt and George Schuster; from Portland: Louis Amacher, Theo. I. Hasbrook,
Andrew S. McCarl jr., and Joseph T. Warren; and from Seattle; Harry Blatt, Joseph
E. Comer, Ken Renaud, Mac Rubenfeld,
B. Rucker

and

20th-Fox

Langdon

C. Wing-

Contingent

New York — Slated to attend the 20thFox annual sales convention to be held
at Los Angeles for four days starting May
31 are thirty-three
western territory.

delegates

from

of the Motion

workers’ union had been effected and that
a charter from the American Federation
of Labor is now being sought.

for the release of actors and playwrights from their motion picture
contracts in order that they may detre. vote part of their time to the thea-

Wallace
ham.

president

Picture Operators’ local here, announced
this week that formation of a Filmrow

The

the

employes, of whom about 100 are expected to be found eligible. Only backroom employes such as inspectresses, poster clerks and shippers will be inducted, it
is understood, with the probability that
front office people may later be contacted
by the Office Employes and other unions.
The new union has already been proI'isionally accepted by the lATSE in keeping with recent trends toward industrial
union organization in the film industry
field. No demands for revised wage scales
or working hours are planned until the
Filmrow union has been formally accepted
by the AFL,

Larson, J. J. Larsen and Miss A. K. LeGendre from Denver; Charles L. Walker,
Joseph D. McElhinney, J. L. Tidwell, V.
J. Dugan, Carl J. Hallstrom and C. A.
Blasius from Salt Lake City; Herndon
Edmond, A. Gollofon, H. A. P. Frederick,
J. W. Brooks and A. Filigno from Seattle; Charles F. Powers, C. L. Robinett,
V. A. Whitcomb and Herschel Fox from
Portland; George M. Ballentine, A1 Laurice, Walter H. Cree, Floyd C. Bernard,
J. W. Flanagan, J. M. Westergren and
Ray Telfer from San Francisco; and John
N. Dillon, W. T. Hall, B. F. Robison, Morris Sudmin and Elmer Youngs of Los An-

it is understood.

Denver
Denver — The

Union
new

Completed

Denver

Film

Employes

Union

and the managers of the film exchanges met and discussed terms of a
contract, and at present it looks as though
things will be ironed out satisfactorily
to all.
As soon as the union is functioning,
organizers expect to move into the theatres
to unionize employes in that branch now
unorganized. This is expected to include
ushers, doormen, cashiers and janitors.
Wages asked by the film employes include head shippers, $35; assistants $25;
head inspectors $22; other inspectors $20.
Because of the fact that in some exchanges
the head of sales is directly responsible to
a traveling auditor, this post may not be
unionized. Arrangements will be made in
the contract for a seven-day operation of
exchanges if necessary, with time off during the week for those working Sundays.

Those who will attend include R. J.
Morrison, Hugh Rennie, E. M. Loy, C. A.

geles.
BOXOFFICE

San Francisco— San Francisco took its
place this week in the lineup of American
cities which within the past month have
formed labor unions embracing employes
of the film exchanges.

New

in Espg's District
Angeles — ^Wholesale

Group Is AFL Affiliate; No
Immediate Demands
Thus Far

Blache Catalogue
San

Francisco — William

F.

Thomas,

sales director of the Blache Film Laboratories, 292 Turk St., makers of trailers,
announces

that

their third

edition

cata-

logue on showmanship and trailer problems is ready for distribution.

Olympia

Fire

Olympia, Wash. — A
spectacular fire,
fanned by the ventilating system did an
estimated $70,000 damage to the projection room, upper lounge and interior of
the Capitol Theatre here. The loss was
partially covered.
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Practices Investigation
Secrecg Great Success
Los Angeles — Filmrow philosophers are
conjecturing these days as to why Grand
National didn't cast the elusive and mysterious Mr. Albert J. Law in the title role
as “The

Shadow" in that company’s projected series around the wraith-like fictional character.

Law, government man sent here to investigate booking and exhibition practices in
Southern California, has put on an inspired performance during his stay. Announcing that his survey was to be conducted in secrecy, he has been conspicuous
by his absence from exchange centers,
masking his movements with an adroitness that has earned him the cognomen
of “Phantom of Flmrow.”
Has

Contacted

Three

Though Law is supposedly questioning
local exhibitors and distributors to garner
data for his check-up, the lump sum of
information gleaned concerning his activities amounts to:
1. Abe and Mike Gore, exhibitors here,
have been called for questioning — an unconfirmable report.
2. Oat Lewis, owner of the Mission
Theatre in San Gabriel, received a letter
from Law asking him to appear at his
office for questioning — which Lewis has
disregarded.
3. Robert Poole, secretary of the Independent Theatre Owners, has held telephonic communication with the invisible
investigator several times, but has as yet
to meet him face-to-face.

FILMS FACE HEAVY
LEGIT COMPETITION
San

Francisco — Present

indications

Other well known plays which will be
Regina.”at either the Geary or Curran theahoused
tres are “Brother Rat,” and “Idiot’s Delight,” the latter starring Alfred Lunt and
Lynn Fontaine. The latter two stars will
also appear in the American premiere of
“Amphitryon 38,” New York Theatre Guild
production scheduled for New York’s fall
season. The play is a translation of a
French comedy.

Prizes to Universal
received

AWGIEILES

J^FTER more than a year as manager of
Fox "West Coast’s Village Theatre,
Marty Schwartz is bowing out of the theatre business and has taken a lease on the
Eugene Club, which he will open soon under the name Club Marti.
The regular monthly general membership meeting of the Independent Theatre
Owners of Southern California has been
scheduled for May 17 at the Los Angeles
Elks Club. Robert H. Poole and Jack Y.
Berman are in charge of luncheon arrangements.

are

that legitimate drama will offer healthy
competition for the film first-runs here
during the coming months.
The largest list of New York players and
hits seen here for some years are scheduled
for the season, commencing with the Theatre Guild production of “Dead End” and
culminating with Helen Hayes in “Victoria

Salt Lake — Prizes were

LOS

recently

at the local Universal offices for this
branch having won first place in the Universal drive which ended the latter part of
the winter and in which San Francisco
followed in second place, Los Angeles, third,
and Denver, fourth.
Manager C. J. Feldman of the Universal
branch here expects to leave for the territory within the next few days.

Gus Metzger, of the Roxy Theatre, was
host to a group of his Filmrow friends and
associates at a formal dinner party, Saturday, April 24, at the Hillcrest Country
Club. Among those who attended were
Clayton Lynch, A1 Hanson, Cullen Espy,
Lou
tero. Metzger, Larry Kent

and John

Ber-

Saynuel Goldwyn’s latest production
“Womayi Chases Man” was given a trade
showing at the Fox Boulevard Theatre
Monday, April 26.
California offices for the Wagner Sign
and Letter Co. have been opened here by
Fred Young at 1957 Vr So. Vermont. Young,
for many years associated with the Neon
sign business here and in the Rocky Mountain region, closed a deal last week for the
exclusive representation of the Warner
products in this territory.
Ben Bronstein has temporarily retired
from the exhibition business, having sold
his uiterest in the Mission Theatre, Los
Angeles, and the Kinema Theatre, Graham. Calif., to his operating partner, Jesse
D. Schemman. The latter ivill operate both
houses.
(Continued

on page 93)

RILEY DISTRIBUTES
WESTINGHOUSE UNITS
San

Francisco — Jim

Riley of the Pacific

Coast Theatre Supply Co. has been appointed distributor of Westinghouse air
conditioning units in northern California.
Riley is also distributor for International
Seat Corp.
Riley was formerly connected with the
National Theatre Supply as San Francisco
branch manager. He organized the Pacific
Coast Theatre Supply about a year ago.
At present, Riley is installing an air
conditioning unit in the Sierra Theatre,
Sacramento, which will be completed this
week. He holds a number of contracts for
other installations.
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PAUL HOPPEN is putting up a new ofmarhis
quee and remodeling the front
Palace Theatre.

San Francisco Theatres
Alip in Admission Tilt

Mrs. Paul Happen has returned from a
New York trip.
Peter D. Smythe of the Mulnix Co.,
handling “Damager Lives,” is hobbling
about on crutches as the result of a dislocated knee.
Mrs. Bernard Newman of the Mercury
exchange has returned from New York,
accompanied by a niece who will visit here.
Lloyd Kirby is managing
Theatre.

the Alpine

L. J. Finske of the J. H. Cooper Enterprises (Publix) announces the following
changes: Kenneth Mead from assistant
manager of the Main, Pueblo, Colo., to
manager of the Mission, Grand Junction,
Colo.; Irwin Manning from the Mission to
assistant at the Avalon, Grand Junction,
and Lyle McCue takes the assistaiit’s job
at the Main in Pueblo.
Duke Dunbar, film board of trade secretary, has been named to the convention
committee of the Denver Elks. That body
will entertain the 1937 national convention, and between 25,000 and 30,000 are
expected to attend.
Harry Huffman, city manager for Fox,
has been reelected president of the Denver
tourist bureau.

San

WESTLAND, COOPER
REMODELING TWO
Denver — Two

chains

with

headquarters

in Denver are making extensive improvements in two theatres in Colorado Springs.
The Westland Theatres, Inc., is closing
the Chief Theatre the latter part of May
for a few days to spend $15,000 in completely redecorating, recarpeting, refurnished and a new marquee. Other improvements include new lighting, drapes, and the
projection booth will be worked over.
The J. H. Cooper Enterprises (Publix)
will spend around $15,000 in a complete
remodeling job of the American at Colorado Springs. The work will include a new
front, foyer, projection booth and equipment. The house is being closed for this
work, and will reopen about June 15.
Westland also is installing complete air
washing outfits in the Rialto, Pueblo; the
Chief, Greeley, and the Kiva, Grand Junction, all in Colorado.
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thea-

of the Federal Theatre Project marionettes
commenced here this week when Ralph
Chesse took the troup out for a circuit of
school and small town auditorium performances. Several more are planned.

ing quality, style, comfort,
promptness of delivery and reliability of
installation. Others may

Francisco

FTP Roadshow

give quarter to no
in the matter of seat-

prices,

San

tres this week leveled up to an increased
evening admission charge of 55 cents.
The decision, long rumored, came after
consultation between Fox West Coast,
which operates three first-runs and one
continuation house on Market Street, and
Hal Neidas of the Orpheum.
Two other theatres which did not shift
at the same time were the RKO Golden
Gate, which instituted the increased scale
several months ago, and the Uniter Artists,
which will retain the old schedule of 40
cents general admission.
Fox West Coast, charging 75 cents, and
United Artists, charging 60 cents, are the
only first-run houses with loges. The new
scale represents a tilt of five cents on the
before 1 and 5 o’clock prices, and of 15
cents on evening general admission.

discount

36%

from

new

lower

list prices.
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0HIEF topic about theatres these past
few days is the revelation that Lulu
Neilson has retired from the show business.
Lulu for the past 18 years has been an
exhibitor. She has now sold her theatre to
R. B. Evans, a newcomer in the business.
Name of the house is the Melodian.
Metroites

have

now

moved

into

their

new quarters. Universal will move into the
old Metro quarters after the place has been
remodeled. It is expected that Paramount
and United Artists ivill also move off the
present Row in the near future.
John Lee has acquired the Soap Lake
Theatre in Soap Lake, Wash., from John
Chaon and will open it in a couple of
weeks.
Another exhibitor by the name of Lee,
this time it is Robert E., has opened a
small circuit taking in the towns of
Sprague, Cusick, Washtucna and Hunter.
Dwight Spraker of Paramount has left
with his wife for a two-week vacation.
They will visit with his folks in Sioux
Falls. S. D.
Another theatre to change hands will be
the Ruby in Chelan, Wash. Charley
Greime will take the house over from Doc
Kelsey ivithin the next couple of iveeks.
Charley operates two theatres in Wenatchee. one in Cashmere and one in Omak.
The Winter Garden Theatre, operated
by Joe Danz, is getting its spring dolling
up. The theatre front is being remodeled
and painted and within a few days the
house will close temporarily to allow work
on the interior.
Another house being remodeled is the
Rivoli, in Portland, according to word from
Bob Farrell, owner. New seats are being
installed and the stage renovated to take
care of a stage show and a first-run policy.
The Palomar in Seattle is operating on this
policy

which has proven a big moneymaker. Another house to follow suit in the
near future will be the Post Street Theatre

in Spokane, according
of the partners.

to Art

O'Neal,

one

The Neptune Theatre and the Meglin
Kiddies Club got together and celebrated
the birthday of Shirley Temple. A huge
cake was divided among the youngsters.
The Neptune had a special show of one of
Shirley’s latest pictures. Carl Mahne
supervisor of the theatre which is one
the Evergreen circuit.

is
of

Edith Fellowes, child motion picture star,
is on her way from Hollywood to be mistress of ceremonies at the grand mass concert the Junior Musicians of America ivill
hold in the Seattle Civic Auditorium May 9.
Twelve hundred Western Washington
youngsters will participate in the benefit
for the Goodwill industries.
Another film star to visit the Northwest
will be Fredric March. His sister, Mrs.
George Ripley of Aberdeen, has received
word that March intends to visit Grays
Harbor and the Olympic Peninsula for his
summer vacation.
Joseph St. Peter, former state senator
from Everett, died this week. At one time

92

Joe owned

the old Rose

Theatre

in Everett.

The

Northwest Pacific Parade organization announced that its plans to film
northwest scenic attractions and show the
pictures in approximately 300 middle west
theatres are rapidly nearing completion.
Adrian Trammell, '‘dutch," to you, had
the honor of making a hole-in-one in a
recent golf game. G. R. Borden, who operates two theatres in Blaine, spent a few
days in Seattle. Bill Forman flying to Portland. Charles Laidlaw dropping in from
Dayton. Eddie Walton to Spokane. Al
Freidlander in from New York with his picture ‘‘Cloistered.’’ Lawrence Tibbett giving
a concert here. Sammy Seigel now working for Mike Newman on the picture “Lost
Horizon." Al Rosenberg of Evergreen on
an inspection trip to Spokane and way
points. Clarence Farrell leaving his theatres in Ellenberg for a few days to do
some booking. Neal East flying to San
Francisco. Mrs. Frank Newman to Portland to visit her son, manager of the Orpheum, there, and also view the new
daughter of Frank jr. Newman sr. is now
on business in Los Angeles. He is the top
man

of Evergreen’s

40 Northwest

houses.

LIPPERT TO DETROIT
AS PREMIUM HEAD
San

Francisco— Robert

L.

Lippert,

well-

known California theatre man, left here
this week for Detroit, where he will assume
the post of general sales manager for
Coulter Premiums, Inc., national distributres. tors for merchandise giveaways for theaW. E. (Doc» Henning,
salesman here, will take

former Universal
over direction of

the Northern California territory for Coulter. Since the first of the year Lippert
and Henning together pushed California
sales to an all-time national record for
the premium concern.

Maude

Fealy Reinstated

Los Angeles — Following an order issued
by Linton H. Smith, assistant regional director of the Federal Theatre Project, Margaret Maude Fealy, veteran stage actress
and producer who was dismissed from the
project last January for allegedly failing
to cooperate with her superiors, has been
reinstated.

Amusements
Salt

Lake — The

SAIILT IILAKIE
^ANAGER
WM. HUGHART
of the Salt
Lake City Sheffield-Republic exchange
is traveling throughout Montana, according to N. Scott of the local offices, and
Sales Representative Bob Boomer is in
Wyoming.
Many of the local exchange managers
and salesmen were in Montana a few days
ago attending the funeral services of the
well-known exhibitor, Joe Moore of Havre,
Mont., who passed away recently.
Stanley Rich of the Rich Theatre, Montpelier, Idaho, is having his house coming.
pletely renovated. National Theatre Supply received the contract for the remodelLee Scott, sales representative of NTSCo.
out
of Salt Lake City, is working in the
territory.
The

Washoe

Mont.,

is putting

appeal

to

Ogden city commission that Ogden adopt
a
Sunday closing ordinance excludes
amusements, drug stores and
tions, it is stated here.

gasoline

few days in Salt Lake City en
the Pacific Coast recently.

Belassis,

a

month’s business in Los Angeles. Edwards will continue, however, to prepare
his air-chats and a substitute will read
them.
A. J. Auerbach of Salt Lake City, former
manager of Jack Dempsey and prominent
business executive, died of heart disease in
San Francisco a few days ago.

A A SANITARY
Turk

CO.
Or

Fran<*iso<i,

9567

Calif.

FILM...

TRAILERS
OR

SILENT)

That Make Your Screen Your Best
Advertising Mediuml
• ATTENTION COMPELLING EFFECTS
• QUICK

C. RIEGER
112 HYDE

SUPPLY

former

UPHOLTERED

5898
SAN

MANAGERS

St.

Sail

Repairing a Specialty
ORdway
STREET

THEATRE

We are specialists in De-Fleaing & De-Mothing
Theatres with Guaranteed results at low prices.
We
also carry the largest janitorial supplies
on the coast. Write or phone. Prices on request.

(SOUND

SEATS

to

Bob Edwards, Intermountain Theatres,
Inc. ace dispenser of Film chatter, takes
leave of his air column while attending to

sta-

operator of the Richmond Theatre in
Richmond, has acquired the Roxy here
from Uzio Burmani. The house is a 900seat subsequent run.

THEATRE

route

John Rugar, popular exhibitor of Park
City, Utah, upon visiting the local film
mart within the past few days states that
Park City is just coming out of the setback
caused by the recent miners strike in this
section.

Belassis in Stockton
Calif. — Tom

system.

Harry Levy, former film man of Salt
Lake City, and well known in this region
as well as in the Denver section, spent a

\'Z>

Stockton,

Anaconda,

Salt Lake City United Artists offices are agog with enthusiasm and business since they are now first place in the
western
May
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LOS ANGELES
(Continued from page 90)
D. B. Vanderlip, who recently sold his
Torrence Theatre, Torrence, to the L. and
M. Enterprises, has announced his intention to erect a 900-seat house at Arcadia.
Plans are now being drawn, and the house
is scheduled to be open in about 60 days.
Newly elected officers for the Fox Westcoasters' Club are: George Simpson, president; Arley DeWitt, vice-president; Margie
Vance, secretary, and Beach Abrams and
Florence Moore, governors. The organization recently opened its own lunch and
club rooms on Washington Blvd., next to
the circuit’s Boulevard Theatre.

Mel Anderson, 20th Century-Pox booker,
left this week for a three weeks’ vacation
trip through Mexico.
Exhibitor George Bourke of the Tivoli
and Nuart Theatres, Sawtelle, is spending
the week as the guest of Exhibitor Harry
Holland, on a fishing trip in Holland’s
home town, Bishop.

Paramount’s “Waikiki Wedding” has
been held for a third week at the Paramount Theatre, here, tying a record heretofore held by the “Big Broadcast” pictures. Until now, the “Broadcast” series
were the only films to ever go three weeks
at the house.
Eddie Cooke, Universal’s office manager,
had a narrow escape from injury Saturday,
April 24, when his automobile was wrecked
in a crash near Vermont and Washington.
Although the car was badly smashed, Cooke
was uninjured.

Pox West Coast has inaugurated a price
raise at the Chinese Theatre, designating
480 seats as a reserved section, with prices
at 75 cents, as compared to the regular
55-cent scale for the rest of the house.
The section takes the place of the usual
loge section in other first-run theatres.
Matinee prices for the reserved seats are
55 cents.
Cliff and Phil Henderson, operators of
the Pan-Pacific Auditorium, have filed articles of incorporation prior to the purchase of the auditorium and land from
Earl Gilmore. Selling price is reported to
be $500,000.

Negotiations are under way between Earl
Johnson, who last week announced his intentions to open the Criterion, long-dark
downtown house, and exchange managers,
calling for the Criterion to be used as a
first-run release theatre for United Artists,
Grand National and GB. None of the deals
have been consummated as yet.
Sol Rose, former exhibitor and distributor in the St. Louis area, is now working
Arizona for National Screen Service. He
left this week on his first trip into the
new territory.

Alley, new Pacific Coast representative for Universal Newsreel, assumes
his duties here this week. He was formerly with Universal’s New York unit, having
^een assigned to replace Mervin Freeman
here.

Irving Jacobs
Takes GN Post
Denver — Irving

who

has

been

HOLDEN SWIGER TO
INTERMOUNTAIN POST
Salt

Lake — Holden

Swiger,

widely-known

western theatre man and formerly with
the Orpheum Theatre in Salt Lake City,
arrived here a few days ago to take up
his duties as newly appointed manager of
the Paramount Theatre. Swiger’s return
to the Salt Lake City organization is
looked upon as something of a reunion
here since he was associated with Harry
David, general manager and vice-president
of Intermountain Theatres, Inc., under the
Paramount banner.
As former manager of the Denver Theatre, in Denver, Swiger has followed theatre
development throughout the Rocky mountain region for the past 10 years. He has
also directed theatres in Kansas City, Mo.,
Dallas and Houston, Texas, Akron, Ohio,
and in Indianapolis, Ind.
Personnel

Increased

David announces a further increase of
personnel in the appointment of Henry S.
Ungerleider as theatre statistician.
Further additions include the appointment of Harold Chesler as assistant to
William Borack, company booker and buyer. Chesler has been employed by Vitagraph, Inc., as a booker. He is the son of
Ted Chesler, operator of the Princess Theatre in Bingham, Utah.
Wallace Runswick, chief usher of the
Capitol Theatre staff, has been appointed
director of service for the Salt Lake Intermountain theatres. He will handle the
employment and training of the theatre
service staffs.

San

Francisco — The

Haight,

most

recent

Golden State theatre to be rebuilt in San
Francisco, is due to open shortly after some
$75,000 has been spent on remodeling and
re-equipment. Harry Sacks, veteran local
theatre man, manages the house.

Graham

Bros.

Theatre

Theatre

Booth

and

Stage

Seating; Carpets;
jection Repair Service.

546 Lincoln St.

Abe Markowitz has taken over the Neptune Palace, Alameda, and will operate
under the house’s regular policy . . . Merchants in Richmond, Calif., report a new
theatre soon on McDonald Ave. to be operated by United Artists . . . Seen in Hayward, Calif., looking for business last week
was Izzy Wolf, local NSS manager. He was
wandering
about May
the 1.closed State, scheduled to reopen

Irwin Markowitz will operate the Palmer 24th Street when it reopens May 15 . . .
Baron and Nathan will operate the 1,000seat theatre in the Marina district when
it opens May 28 . . . Vic Russell will confine his time to operating his Port Chicago
Theatre. He has closed his Isis here . . .
400 seats were installed in the Clay Interment national
Supply.Theatre by Pacific Theatre EquipThousands of visitors are expected in
San Francisco for the opening of the new
Bay Bridge on May 28 . . . Sex films went
out in San Francisco with the closing of
the Liberty by Harry Farras, who has
moved on to Fresno . . . Millan Theatre,
North Beach, has been remodeled . . . The
Rex, Fresno, has installed air conditioning.

Monogram will open an exchange in the
Fox Bldg, on Turk St. George Blumenthal
will manage . . . Charles Micheles and Syd
Goldtiee have purchased the Liberty Theatre lease from Harry Farras. They will
remodel the house and open early in August . . . Fire did slight damage to the
Liberty, San Jose, operated by Johnny
Loserene.
A new film-vaude house will operate soon
on Broadway. House is owned by a Mr.
Martola . . . The Rialto, Oakland, has installed new seats. Walter M. King manages. . . Gus Micheles has been named
assistant manager of the Kearny. The
house is owned by Charles Micheles . . .
There’s a union in the making for San
Francisco ushers and usherettes.

Delano,

Calif. — August

Spring; ami

Equipment;

Draperies;

Pro-

Denver,

Colo.

Panero,

manager

of the Delano Theatre, is building a new
theatre in Shafter, Calif. The new 600seat house will be modernistically constructed, and will be operated by Panero,
in conjunction with his father.

“Planning

Equipment
Projection

■y^OMEN
walking
as pickets
in front
of the are
Hester
Theatre,
San Jose
. . .
After 15 years Market Street, San Francisco, will get burlesque. M. L, Markowitz,
Marion Davies Theatre owner, will feature
A. Bou’s Rainbow troupe starting April 30.
Joseph Enos is house manager.

Paneros to Build

SF Haight Ready

Norman

BOXOFFICE

Jacobs,

district manager for GB pictures in Denver and Salt Lake City since they opened
here, has resigned and has been named
district manager of Grand National in the
same two cities. Edward Peskay, vicepresident and general sales manager for
Grand National, and Jas. Winn, western
sales manager, were in Denver and announced the change.
Lon T. Fidler, with Grand National since
opening a Denver exchange as district
manager here and in Salt Lake City, has
arranged for the franchise rights of Monogram in Denver and Salt Lake City.
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BOSTON ONION AGREEMENT NEARER
New Haven Union
Officers Elected
New

Haven — At the first closed meeting

of the APL union of exchange employes,
the following permanent officers were
elected :
President, Katherine B. Fitzgerald, Republic; vice-president, William Nutile,
Paramount: recording secretary, Mirriam
Gurian, Universal; secretary-treasurer.
Jack Mullin, Warner Bros.
In addition to the officers, the executive
board consists of: Homer Downing, RKO;
Edward Fitzgerald, Paramount.
Wage scale committee: Katherine B.
Fitzgerald, chairman. Republic; Katherine
Higgins, RKO; A1 Davis, Metro; Bob Hoffman, Fox; Jack Mullin, Warner; Sidney
Lax, Cciumbia; Henry Bruning, UA, Edward Fitzgerald, Paramount; Mary Lenze,
Universal; John Riccuiti, Conn. Films.
Sergeant-at-arms is Samuel Zipkin, Universal.
Majority

Have

Joined

It is claimed that 41 of the 49 eligible
rewinders, shippers, assistant shippers and
poster clerks have joined the local, in addition to many of the clerical office help.
The wage scale committee will meet with
John Gatelee, international organizer, to
draft preliminary demands which will be
put into final form at a general meeting
next Monday. Friday, April 23, was the
dead line for joining the unit at the $2.00
initiation fee.

FILM GROUP HEARS
MAURICE SHULMAN
Hartford — Maurice

voli Theatre

was

Shulman

of the Ri-

invited to address

the

Film Group of Teachers’ College in New
Britain, and drew a comparison between
foreign and U. S. films from the viewpoint of social problems handled.

Broach Union for Theatre Workers
Boston — The

American

Federation

of Labor is endeavoring to bring theatre employes into their organization
in another step to line up the entire
motio7i picture industry. Cashiers,
doormen, night cleaners, and ushers
have been approached in an effort to
sign them into an AFL unit.
One of the Green factions stated
reasons for the move is to prevent
the CIO from organizing these workers, thereby creating union disagreement within the ranks of the industry itself. Shipping and inspection
department workers in Boston film
exchanges were recently brought into
a Green-affiliated guild after Lewis
leaders had talked to them of organization. The CIO tried several weeks
ago to stir up mterest in organization
among night cleaners.

PATTERSON IS NEW
BRANDON MANAGER
Boston — Charles

Patterson

is now

man-

aging the Brandon Theatre in Brandon,
Vt., for Samuel Kurson. Patterson came
to the RKO theatres in Boston several
years ago as assistant in the publicity
department, then headed by Jack Goldstein. He continued as assistant publicist
when Jack Granara took over the office.
Patterson was educated at both Harvard
and Yale.

20th-Fox Delegates
New

York — The

New

England

delegation

that will attend the 20th-Fox annual sales
convention on the coast. May 31, will include E. X. Callahan, H. S. Alexander, J.
Felony, J. Cobb, H. Gold, M. Simmonds,
Sam Berg, J. Connelly and S. Horwitz, all
of Boston, and Benjamin A. Simon, Earl
Wright, Sam Germaine, and Morris Weinstein, of New Haven.

NEW ENGLAND EDITION Is One of the Seven Sectional
Editions in Which BOXOFFICE Is Published Weekly. The hMsW
Other Six Editions Are: MIDEAST, CENTRAL, MIDWEST,
WESTERN, SOUTHERN, EASTERN.

Definite Understanding Is
Expected This Week
at Special Meet
Boston — Major

exchange

heads

and rep-

resentatives of the Boston Film Exchange
Workers Union, Local 20450 of the American Federation of Labor, came closer to
agreement on a standard wage scale and
working week as a
ings last week in
of Warner Bros.
sources that a
might be reached

result of two joint meetthe office of Nate Furst
It was stated by several
definite understanding
at a special confab.

Although James Burke, business manager of both the Exchange Workers and the
Moving Picture Operators union, was the
sole bargaining representative for the organization at the first meeting with distributors, a committee of three accompanied Burke at the conferences last week.
Max Magofsky of National Screen Service,
first president of the new guild. Jack Martin of Republic, and Mike Gorfinkle of
Columbia were at the meeting, together
with Ann Earley of Paramount, union secretary who has been taking minutes of the
conferences.
No Definite

Report

Made

Union members as a whole were given
no definite report of what was discussed
at the first confab, although they were
assured that they would be informed later.
A union meeting was called after Burke’s
first meeting with exchange managers. No
meeting has been called since, up to the
end of last week.
Matters at the end of last week were not
yet settled. It is understood that the
union will settle for a wage scale substantially below initial demands. It was admitted even by organization heads themselves, however, that the first list of wages
asked was to be used merely as an arbitration point.
Head shippers probably will get between
$35 and $40 a week in the Boston film
district, it said. The union asked for $55.
Shippers are expected to get from $25 to
$30, whereas $40 was requested. Drops are
also assured in other wage settlements,
with head inspectresses probably due to receive between $22.50 and $25, inspectresses
(Continued on next page)
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Maine Avoids Admission
Tax Via Sales Impost
Portland, Me. — After an all-night session the Maine legislature enacted into
law a one per cent retail sales tax to raise
•‘new money" for old age assistance and
equalization of education April 25, a few
hours before final adjournment.
The bill was immediately signed by Gov.
Lewis O. Barrows.
Requires

Electorate

Approval

The measure carried a
referendum
clause, which provides for its submission
to the electorate in a special election August 16. If approved, it would become effective immediately and would continue
until June 30, 1939.
bill replaced the luxury or miscellaneous tax bill which called for a 10 per
cent tax on amusements, a $4 head tax, a
15 per cent tax on liquor and a four per
cent tax on electric power, which was
killed by the senate April 22 by a 16 to
12 vote.
The sales tax would be added to the sales

was

recommended by a majority of a conference committee named by the senate

when

no agreement could
tween the tw'o houses as
of the miscellaneous tax
cent general sales tax or
income tax bill.

be reached beto the passage
bill, a two pe’:
a two per cent

Worcester — The

1,300-seat

Plaza

will be

reopened by Loew’s on May 5, after complete interior renovation. The house will
be first-run Wednesday to Saturday and
second-run the remainder of the week
Robert Portle, former assistant at the
Elm Street, will manage, while Max Nevedski, now student assistant at the Poli,
will move up to the Elm Street assistantship. Chief of Service Stanley Lieberman
will be new Poli student assistant.

the

expensive candid camera in appreciation for his efforts in behalf of the organization. He has been a mainstay in
the staging of many Friars fetes.

census

The Casino Theatre put out the SRO
sign the next day for the first time since
the old legitimate house has been showing
films. The Casino seats 1,700. Portable
chairs were moved from the downstairs
boxes and patrons stood there. Others
crowded in. Somewhat of a checkup on

Netv England Coimcil, has figured out that the three million people who come to New England for
vacations, spending in the region
some $500,000,000 annually, give nine
cents of every one of their dollars
to amusements. Of this sum, Rhode
Island theatres, according to U. S.

Boston — Something new in exploitation
for New England theatres is being promoted here by Roy E. Heffner, head of
Specialty Pictures, Inc. Heffner has had
a truck outfitted with a public address system and neon lighting to publicize “Vanishing Gangsters.”
The truck carries life-sized wax figures
of John Dillinger. Bonnie Parker and
Pretty Boy Floyd. It also bears fifteen
special lobby display boards, a machine
gun for exhibition purposes, leg irons, and
other exploitation features to be available
to any theatre booking the picture.
The film has just finished playing the
Publix circuit in Texas and the Robb and
Rowley circuit.

9G

bureau reports
ceived $3,084,000.

Dual

for 1935, re-

interests or operations. Sunday show privilege granted to one or two more smaller
communities
sion.
"The

Agreement Near

Bank Nights were the rage, customers came to the theatres expecting to

carry home a wad of dough. Now it's getting so they look for a college entrance
exam with their movies. Albee is running
spelling contests one night a week, broadcasting the "bee” over a local radio station. And in Woonsocket the Olympia
Theatre has introduced a "Brain Twister”
night with each contestant getting a $1.00
and the one who knows
swers pocketing a five spot.

all the an-

Strand Theatre had “stink bomb trouble"
Sunday matinee when five youths started
the

od..or globes

around

the

bal-

cony. Suspicious of the boys' actions, a
official assigjied ushers to keep aii

eye on them.

One

of the missiles was

re-

covered when it ivas dropped but didn’t
break. Police were called and took the
boys to Central Station.
Empire

Theatre

has extended

"Revival Week” into
patrons still coming
more

"Winterset” and “Hideaway Girl” were
the pictures. The premium deal was put
in by I. Burt Lazarus of the Progressive
Premium Co. An extra five-cent levy was
required of those desiring the plates, but
they still went as hundreds came.

Good Earth" in its roadshow engagement at the Carlton last week came

tossing

Draw

of the state early in the ses-

up to the gross set by “The Great Ziegfeld’’ tvhen similarly shown at that house.

award

and Premiums

the day’s attendance is revealed by the
fact that women attending the doublefeature bill carried away more than 2,100
cake plates.

gTATE
legislature was adjourned here
last Saturday without any important
new laws being passed affecting theatre

theatre

Sound Truck Bally

fraternity of which he is treasurer, presented him with a candid camera at a
day.
meeting
Tuesday. The Casino, one of his
chain, set up a new house record the next

an

Providence — R. C. Maddux, chairman of the recreation committee of

When

LOEW'S WILL REOPEN
WORCESTER PLAZA

Boston — Louis Boas, genial circuit operator, was accorded two triumphs last week.
The Boston Friars Club, independent film

The Boston Friars Club turned out sixtyfive members for a buffet dinner last week,
during the course of which Boas was given

Census Bureau Reports
Amusement Takes

The

price of merchandise and service and passed on to the consumer, instead of being
absorbed by the merchants. The measure

CLUB HONOR AND SRO
TAKE METED BOAS

its original

a third week with
and clamoring for

of the “old ones.”

GN Considers Roadshow
Hollywood — Grand National may roadshow "The Girl Said No.” Andrew L.
Stone, the producer, is conferring with
E. L. Alperson, president of GN, on this
possibility. If this policy is decided upon,
the picture will start two-a-day extended
runs in New York and Los Angeles.

(Continued

from

preceding

page)

from $18 and $20, and poster clerks as a
whole between $22 and $30.
Will

Not

Burden

Independents

An organization executive told Boxoffice
previously that no unreasonable demands
would be made of independent exchanges
who, up to the present time, have not been
consulted in regards to the proposed standard wage and week scale. This informant
stated that the union would not demand
that

any

workers

in

small

distribution

points be designated as heads of their various departments, with resulting wage increases.
The general opinion is that a 40-hour
week will be the rule, with a half-day vacation being given those working on Sundays.
Once the standard
ing week agreement

wage scale and workis settled with major

distributors here, the Boston Film Exchange Workers Union is expected to strike
out for improved working conditions in a
number of exchanges. One major plant,
in particular, has been named by union
men as being unsatisfactory both from
health and safety standpoints.
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'^HIRTY-SIX
motion
pictures on
were
without a single
elimination
the passed
latest
list of approved films to be released by
Commissioner Paul G. Kirk. Four vaudeville acts were banned for Sunday showings on an accompanying sheet, while four
others were ordered modified, out of a total
of eighteen.
E. J. Smith, Imperial Pictures executive,
was in Boston a few days ago, talking
business with Exchange Manager Elmer
Turnguist who is on the road a great deal
these days.
Howard Parker has been promoted to
manager of the Central Square in suburban Boston. Parker was formerly asistant
manager at another M. and P. Theatres
Corp. house, the Paramount in Newton.
Tom Spry, United Artists manager in
New England and chairman of the local
committee in charge of the Will Rogers
Memorial Fund, has been putting over a
tops campaign for the charity drive. Theatre and exchange cooperatioyi has been
close to one hundred per cent.
Arthur L. Tuohy and his bride, the former Sheila Elizabeth McCormack, send
back word to Loew’s and M. and P. associates that Bermuda is the true Niagara
Falls of the British Empire.

Distinctive Seating
r tres of
Thfoea
Distinction
Fashioned
Featured

over

subscription

combine

With

sales

utility and appearance

Irwin Chairs you Beautify

and Invest in Profit at the same
time . . .

George Hill, long identified with the
amusement industry, died at his home in
Fall River at the age of fifty-five years.
Columbia headquarters have been transformed, the booking desk now being to the
left of the Church Street entrance instead
of directly facing it.

Comfort

and

Seating

team

bring your

Jack Davis, Republic salesman who has
been promoted to the city territory to fill
the vacancy left by Steve Broidy who resigned to become sales manager for Monogram here, has ben dismissed from the
Beth Israel Hospital after recovering from
an operation.

is preparing

“Masquerade

in Vienna”

Robert Saef, four-year-old scion of Jack
Saef, publicity manager of the Paramount
and the Fenway Theatres, announces to the
trade press that he is expecting a baby
sister, he hopes. He is already trying to
promote a new bedroom set for himself,
(Continued on next page)
BOXOFFICE

:: May

up

in Irwin

perfectly to

patrons

back.

to open

“Annie Laurie,” Scottish picture whose
American distribution he controls, at the
Fine Arts where
is holding over.

Beauty

FOR THE BEST
THE TRADE HAS
TO OFFER SEE

Nicholas Feenan, formerly assistant
manager at the Strand in Dorchester, has
been shifted by M. and P. to the Regent
in Norfolk Downs.
Kraska

.

so effectively as your seating . . .

nationally for the publication, was in New
York this week.

George

.

No feature in your theatre can

A. Jules Benedic, who resigned seven
months ago as New England Editor of
to take

by NATIONAL

Good Impressions Lend Prestige .

John Donovan has been advanced by
M. and P. from chief -of -staff at the Allston in Allston to the assistant managership at the Criterion in Roxbury.
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Walter B. Littlefield
Retires From Business
a deal for Littlefield's two theatres, the
Fairmont in Hyde Park and the Eggleston Square in Roxbury, for an unannounced figure.
Allied

Loses

Staunch

Supporter

It was a blow to the Allied States Association in whose behalf Littlefield has been
battling for years. He was former eastern vice-president of Allied and, until two
years ago when he was succeeded by Prank
Lydcn, vice-president of the Independent
Exhibitors, Inc., which is the New England
unit of Allied. He had since been a member of the executive board of the organization.
The

M.

and

P. expansion

move,

which

resulted finally in the retirement of Littlefield from the film field, had previously
effected the severing in half of the theatre
holdings of another Independent Exhibitors executive board member. The Bayside in Hull, one of the two theatres operated by Dan Murphy, was opened last
Saturday after having been acquired earlier
by the chain.
Other

May

PHIL SMITH WILL
BUILD IN HYANNIS
Boston — Phil Smith, confirming a report printed earlier in Boxoffice, told this
publication last week of plans to erect a
$200,000 theatre and business building in
Hyannis. The structure wil be put up on
a Main

Street location. The theatre auditorium is to seat 1,200.
Phil Smith entered the theatre business

in 1919 when he took over the 600-seat
Novelty in Syracuse, N. Y. The Phil Smith
Theatrical Enterprises, Inc., now operates
five theatres in New York State and four
in New England.

Use "Advanced Time"

Boston — While a fight is going on in the
New Hampshire legislature as to whether
or not Daylight Saving Time shall be
adopted

in the state, merchants in Manchester and elsewhere have adopted an

innovation of their own. It is “advanced
time.” Eastern Standard Time is still
official in Manchester, but a number of
concerns are opening and closing one hour
earlier by the clock.

BOSTON

deals by the Paramount-affiliated

circuit, involving Independent Exhibitors’
members, are in the process of negotiation.
Some of these transactions are being hastened by the fact that M. and P. is advancing the release dates of pictures in
seme former subsequent-run spots.
Enter

Real

Estate

or Banking

Littlefield has registered direct opposition to Mullin-Pinanski policies while sitting on both the Film Board of Trade and

(Continued
now

that

“My

son!”

Kenneth

the

from

preceding

crib is due

Jack

page)

to be occupied.

says proudly.

Douglass,

head

Supply Co., has placed two projectors in the Park Theatre at East Jaffrey. New Hampshire. I. Vanni operates
the situation.

the NRA zoning and protection committee. He has frequently been identified
with expositions in Independent Exhibitor

Jerry Lynch has resigned as resident
head of the Paramount in Newton.

bulletins, accusing producer-distributors
and affiliated circuits of bad faith.

Paul Morris is now district manager for
the Crown Theatre chain. He recently

Littlefield has announced plans of devoting his time to his real estate and
banking interests.

managed
Glickman

Boston — Charles Abbott of Forestdale is
planning to build a theatre in Falmouth,
to seat some 800 and to cost about $40,000.
Application for a permit has been entered
at Falmouth

LeWITT

BUYS

SITE IN NEW

BRITAIN

New
Britain — George LeWitt of the
Strand, Plainville, has purchased a site
here, in the neighborhood of the Strand,
and will construct a theatre in the near
future.

98

Keith’s in
interests.

Fairhaven

for

the

Tim O’Toole and the sales force of the
Columbia exchange here stood sixth in the
Montague Sweepstakes at the end of the
twelfth week of the drive.
Edward Longo. assistant manager of the
Revere in the city of the same name, was
forced to open the safe of the house last
week by three gunmen who stole receipts
said to total more than $1,200
Edward Murphy has been appointed to
manage the Hyde Park, recently-opened
acquisition of M, and P. Theatres.
Marie Lamkin
planning a May

of M-G-M
marriage.

reports exhibitors cooperating in fine fashion either with direct donations or arrangements for patron solicitation.
Travel department : Athan Prakas of
the Rivoli, Bridgeport, will soon be off to
Greece for a three-month visit, which
looks as though his activity on a permit
to build a theatre on North Park Ave. is
postponed for the present . . . George Le
Witt of the Strand, Plainville, off on the
Queen Mary to spend a few months in
Europe, leaving John Glackin in charge
of the theatre.
The

latest Paramount

vaudeville

venture

having been a complete success, Lou Schaefer announces that he has booked Hollywood Revue in for the week of May 13,
and will be scouting around for other good
shotvs.
More than 10,000 school tickets were
sold in advance for the Town Topics, local
talent show at the College, a tremendous
piece of newspaper-theatre-community cooperation. Schools competed in the sale of
tickets, organizations sponsored various
nights, and the publicity was plentiful.
Burglars made an unsuccessful attempt
to open the safe of the Rivoli Theatre,
West Haven, after gaining entrance
through a side door.
Nathan Lampert has set May 7 as opening date for his new Glastonbury Theatre,
probably trying out a five-day schedule.
National is installing the booth equipment.

of the Capitol

Theatre

on

Plans Falmouth House

■pHE Metroites were off to the coast
Thursday, first in line for convention
activities. Jack Byrne, Milton Hyams,
Frank Mullen, Manny Warrenoff and
Charles Lazarus comprise the New Haven
17.
delegation
. . . Universal follows on May

Barney Pitkin, chairman of the Will Rogers Memorial Fund Drive for this territory,

Boston — Walter B. Littlefield, who for
years has lined up against the Paramount
affiliated M. and P. Theatres Corp., retired from the motion picture industry last
week, his theatre holdings absorbed by the
very circuit whose methods of operation he
has particularly opposed in New England.
Martin J. Mullin and Sam Pinanski closed

MllEW IHIAVIIEW

is said to be

Harry Zeitz, New Bedford chain
ator, was in Boston last week.

oper-

Star. New Milford, set for reopening after complete reconstruction, about June 1.
Fiori of Alvin Studios has the decorating.
Warner’s are trying two-day dishes in
the State. Manchester, for the first time,
with a Johnson ovenware deal.
The Globe, Bridgeport, will be reseated
and rewired during the summer, with
operation planned to go on as usual.
Theatre News winds up its second year
in May and celebrates by breaking out in
a new three-column makeup.
The Stamford Theatre is among the first
in the state to use the Adcaster, lobby
advertiser.
It’s hard to believe, but the Erie Wrights
have just celebrated their 33rd wedding
anniversary. Congrats! Erie presented
himself with an Oldsmobile coupe.
The

American, Bridgeport, will have finished its enlarging job in five weeks, Jacobson and Levine report. Modern installed
the new screen.
Helen

Sullivan, Warner rewinder,
(Continued on page 100)
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When

it Comes
Come

to Seating

to Capitol

because Capitol features
IDEAL CHAIRS

You may pay less for seating — but you won't buy more
economical seating than Ideal Chairs. For their economy is reflected not so much in low initial cost, but in
their

sturdy

construction — in

their

scientific

which

invites relaxation and enjoyment of
gram— in their patented adjustable standards
self-aligning hinges and silent operation — in
dom from the expense of oiling and servicing
crack-proof, color-fast upholstery.
To

eguip

Seating

your

house

with

anything

is to overpay — regardless

less

design

your pro— in their
their free— in their

than

Ideal

of price.

CAPITOL THEATRE SUPPLY COMPANY
^ NEW ENGLAND ORGANIZATION
NEW ENGLAND EXHIBITORS
28-30 PIEDMONT

STREET

•

BOSTON,

FOR
MASS.

Farnum
boxing and wrestling
PROFESSIONAL
bouts plus one legitimate attraction a
week will be added to the film fare at the
Lyric.
Manager

Morris

Rosenthal

ran a Sunday

at
morning preview of “The Hit Parade’’
the Majestic for critics and radio editors.

sion. Farnum resigned from the Commission in 1935, after charging the board with
“incredible discourtesy” in ordering
stop subpoena proceedings against
City Treasurer Edmund L. Dolan.

Peter Perakos has awarded contracts for
a theatre, store and office building in
North St., Enfield.
The

exclusive

College Club

The Stamford Theatre, Stamford, has
booked the latest cash award game,
“Bankeno.”
Majestic

featured

lobby during
Army Now.”

the

FILMITES

a

rear exhibit

in the

run

of “You’re

in the

GO

FISHING

ALHAMBRA

him to
former

HAVEN

(Continued

from

page

98)

purposes.
Tourists have begun straggling
land, a definite sign of spring.

suddenly stricken with acute appendicitis
and rushed to the hospital last Thursday.
The annual Loew treat to the 135 TimesStar carriers in Bridgeport in the form of
a trip to Washington, took place over the
weekend. Matt Saunders and Erie Wright
flew in advance, Harry Shaw preferred a

WEEKENDS

Torrington, Conn. — Warner’s Alhambra,
recently reopened as a first run, started a
weekend policy for the summer months, on
April 30.

The New Haven school film study groups
will hold their annual symposium at the
Paramount Theatre in May.
The

with
the legislature adjourned at last
and no dire results from the 16-week
session, theatre exhibitors in Maine can
sit back and relax, concerning themselves
only with how best to combat the inroads
spring and summer are likely to make in
theirus.BO receipts. Which is enough, they
tell
In spite of the fact that Beano has been
declared illegal, churches and many other
institutions are still using it as a means
of raising money for various charitable

train. The boys were entertained at Loew’s
Capitol Theatre after seeing the sights.

Boston — Nine fishermen from the Boston film district took a holiday a few days
ago. They spent three days at Sebago
Lake in Maine during which they caught
three fish. They really took a holiday.

TORRINGTON

NEW

of Greenwich

sponsored “The Human
Adventure” for
one day at the high school auditorium.

to Commission

Boston — George R. Farnum, former impartial member of the local Code Board
Authority, has been retained as a special
counsel of the Boston Finance Commis-

salesmen loho were suspected characters in Moosup for a while have been

completely exonerated now. The Hess’s,
loho have chickens in addition to goats,
had been missing a tender spring regularly,
usually on days when the film gents called.
But now it’s been established without
doubt that a fox (lower case f) is the cul-

into Port-

Howard Duffy has opened his Old Orchard Beach Pier dance hall and expects
to open his New Theatre soon.
A building permit was issued the first
of the week to Mrs. Ella Andrews for the
construction of a new 500 -seat theatre at
Thomaston, Me.
Opening date for the
Springvale was April 28.

Vale

Theatre

at

Sam Pinanski of M. & P. Theatres, Inc.,
spent last weekend fishing in Sebago Lake.
Lester Hughes of the Paramount exchange spent the first of the week in Boston on a booking trip.
Among Filmrow visitors: Carl Divizia,
RKO
salesman; Harvey Bragdon of the
Odeon, Bethel, Me.; Jerry Govan of the
M. & P. Boston office, and Dr. Tewksbury,
operator of the Opera House, Stonington.

prit.

DOUBLE-BARRELED SAVING
36% DISCOUNT

Factory- Method Repairing

We

and Pow-

A few cents for overhauling

list price.

equipment by the factory-method
repair shop will add dollars to the
entertainment value of your theatre.
All work personally supervised by
P. Edward Comi.

now

offer all Simplex

ers parts at 36%
Take

advantage

having

worn

mechanisms

below

of this discount by

and

faulty projector

repaired.

Reliable Modernization

IF YOU

ACT

of booth

at a Price

NOW

THEATRE SERVICE & SUPPLY CO.
112 Arlington Street

100

LIBerty 0356

BOSTON

BOXOFFICE

May

1, 1937.

EXPLOITATION
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THIS

WEEK

WE

P. EDWARD
Boston — P. Edward

Comi,

who

is in his

middle thirties, had been a motion picture
operator for the past 28 years. His father
before him was the first motion picture exhibitor in the state of Vermont. Young Mr.
Comi did his first operating while perched
on the operator’s knee, tuiming the crank
of a hand projector while the elder Comi
indulged in the biographies of Fearless
Fred Fearnot and other dime-novel heroes.
Pierino Edward Comi is the full name
of the youthful veteran, but he dropped
the first third of it when he went to work
tor Joe Cifre in a Boston equipment house
in 1924. He has dropped part of the second third since. Eddie is dark-haired, close
to the ground, and quick. The first characteristic that impresses one is his keen
energy.
Establishes

Business

Three

Years

Ago

Eddie Comi is owner and manager of the
Theatre Service and Supply Co. at 112 Arlington Street. He established the equipment, service and factory-method repair
shop three years ago with capital obtained
by the sale of the present Simplex Rear
Shutter. The latter transaction netted him
a neat $50,000. Eddie is working on other
inventions.
His father, Domingo Comi, deserted the
stone-cutting trade to become the first man
to screen motion pictures in the Green
Mountain state. He launched forth on his
career in 1899, roadshowing this and that
with an old Lumiere machine. Three brothers later joined him in the enterprise.
Toured

Vermont

With

Show

A Passion Play proved to be their first
big success. One of the brothers lectured
while the show was being run off. A second brother ran the machine, and the
third brother took charge of admissions.
It is not recorded how the fourth brother
occupied himself. Two reels, each approximating 200 feet, filled out the program.
Both were made by Pathe in France. One
depicted magician tricks, while the other
showed scenes of Paris.
An Optigraph projector came into the
Comi concern four years later. The machine, the forerunner of Motiograph, was
somewhat expensive for those days, running $97.50, but it did a good job. Optigraph in hand, the Comi caravan toured
Vermont.
Chain

of Five

in 1904

A chain of theatres came into being as
the years progressed and the wanderlust
lessened. The year, by this time, was
1904. The circuit at one stage was composed of the Palace and Comique in Montpelier, the Bijou in Newport, the Dreamland in Barre, and the Star in St. Johnsbury. The houses were later sold to Dan
Roach, Louis Bianchi, and Joe Marianna
individually.
Eddie went to work at the age of seven,
cleaning the Old Comique in Montpelier
and distributing fliers. Previously, he had
made a nuisance of himself by insisting

102

MEET

COMI

on finding out for himself how projectors
worked. Now, not finding enough actual
lilm experience to be gained in the theatre alone, he took on a part-time job at
tne Leland Theatre Supply Co. in Montpelier.

A Projectionist

at 12

He was repairing equipment by the time
he was sixteen. And why not? He already
had four years of experience as a regular
operator to his credit. He went on the
payroll of the Comique as a projectionist
at the majority one must reach to join
the Boy Scouts, twelve years old.
It took two men just as it does today to
project a show then. Functions were slightly different, however. One individual
would hold the machine from shaking too
wildly, and the other would turn the crank.
Once the hose from the carbide tank
burst, and the fumes drove out what passed
for an audience. At another time, he was
trimming a carbon by rapping it with a
pair of pliers, when an incandescent bit
of carbon flew into his eye. It left a red
speck
visible today. Operating wasn’t all
dime novels.
The card of the pioneer movie concern
read :
COMI BROS.
PANORAMIC AND MOVING
PICTURE EXHIBITORS
An expense sheet, dated March 13, 1909,
showed the steep expenses with which exhibitors of the early days were harassed.
An operator, for instance, had to be paid
$5.25 weekly by Comi Brothers or he
wouldn’t flip over the crank. Advertising
cost the exorbitant sum of $12 for the
week in question. The piano player did all
right for himself, $8 worth, while a singer
collected $9. Vaudeville ran to $20, but it
got dates which was something.
"With

Leland

Theatre

Supply

One of the first machines that Eddie
remembers operating was a Powers 4. He

Color Enhances Value
of Films
New

York — Color

now

has

improved

been

to the point where it contributes “importantly to the amusement worth of the films,” according
to the current bulletin. Stand Trade
and Securities, issued here by Standard Statistics, Inc. Twentieth Century-Fox’s “Wings of the Morning”
is seeii as marking a new milestone
in the use of Technicolor.
“Increasing use of color,” says the
bulletin, “is definitely assured for the
balance of 1937 . . .” Asserting that
Technicolor should soon “receive increased competition,” the bulletin
holds that “to date it is the only
process which has achieved a measure of success and has proved its
worth

on a commercial

basis.”

was eight years old at the time. The regular operator, Fred Hughes, used to “allow” him to turn the crank while he,
Hughes, fed the arc lamp with one hand
and held a newspaper with the other. Eddie would have fed the lamp, too, but his
arms were too short.
He earned ten dollars a week as a regular operator at the age of 12, replacing
Hughes who moved to a more pretentious
Comi acquisition. The circuit was later
sold, because the four brothers had four
different ideas as to how the business
should be run. Eddie went on a full time
job with the Leland Theatre Supply Co.
He worked there until he was about 20,
making installations throughout Maine,
New Hampshire, and Vermont. The demon,
cinema, had somehow caught on.
Joined

an Orchestra

Hicks and Pryce, supply house in Burlington, was his next stop. He did installation and repair york there for three
years. Then another demon, jazz, infected him with the blatant desire to wield
discordant syncopation from a banjo.
He and his union card traveled with Fernandez Marine Orchestra and with Lou
Collins Rivoli Boys. He ended up in New
York, in a job with the International Projector Corp.
He was sent to Boston to work with the
United Theatre Equipment Corp., managed
by Joe Cifre. It was the only unit in the
thirteen-link chain of the bankrupt corporation that had made money, and Joe Cifre
later revived the local office as the United
Theatre Equipment Co. Mr. Cifre sold out
to the National Theatre Cupply Co. in 1926
and remained on as New England divisional
manager. Edward Comi was superintendent of the repair department for about
ten years.
Invented

Simplex

Rear

Shutter

The sale of the Simplex Rear Shutter
to the International Projector Corp.
brought him $50,000. Although the real
inventor of the device was never advertised to the public, he has letters in his
possession from S. R. Burns, vice-president
of the firm, showing that International
paid him the above sum of money for
rights to the device. He has made other
improvements on Simplex.
One of Edward Comi’s most recent projection and sound accomplishments was
effected at the Drive-In Theatre at Weymouth which was built last year. He had
complete charge of the installation and setting up of equipment. A picture, 48 feet
by 68 feet, is thrown 175 feet without blurring or distortion in the outdoor situation.
Sound is clear at all points of the amphitheatre. None of the freaky Cape Cod
weather was able to close the situation
during last year’s season.
Edward Comi is a member of the Moving Picture Operators Union, Local 182.
He was projectionist at the first-run Paramount until recently. He has one of the
most complete private collections of projectors in the country. Some of the machines are on exhibition in the display
room of his equipment, service, and repair
Co.
company. The Theatre Service and Supply
“Three-Dimension

Films

Next”

“Three-dimension pictures, not television, will be the next radical change in the
industry,” Mr. Comi predicts.
He, himself, has long been experimenting with the subject.
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FIRST-RUNS
PROLONGS "A" PRODUCT

Trendle Adopts Policy of

Fox Revamp Gets
Court Approval
Detroit — Reorganization

Theatre
office

of

the

Fox

setup here as planned was approved “in substance,” as forecast in Boxlast week

by Federal

Judge

Ernest

A. O’Brien. The final decree was expected
sometime this week.
With

the

announcement

of

Judge

O’Brien’s decision, George W. Trendle admitted that he had made an offer for the
theatre.
“I made an offer, but I couldn’t get a
reply. I told them I wanted to take over
the theatre and tie it up with my others,
but they told me they couldn’t give me an
answer until the reorganization was finished.”
Beyond that Trendle would only say, “I
have nothing else to say.”
No RFC Loan Allowed
Judge O’Brien failed to approve the
$500,000 loan from the Reconstruction Finance Corporation in return for a mortgage. “There should not be any new
established prior liens,” he wrote. He
added that the directors of the new corporation should work for nothing “at least
until dividends are earned.”
Under the reorganization the theatre
will be leased by the Fox-Michigan Corp.,
a subsidiary of National Theatres, of which
Spyros Skouras is president. It is this

H. M. Richey to Confer
on Future Plans
Detroit — H.

M.

Richey,

Moving First-Runs to
Other Houses

general

Detroit — The

manager of Allied Theatres, will meet
with his hoard of directors next Wednesday afternoon to decide on further action regarding his rumored
resignation from the post.
It is expected that at that time
Richey may make his final decision
whether he will remain at the helm
of the exhibitor group he has made a
power in the state or take one of two
executive positions offered him elsewhere at a reported large salary increase over his present annual stipend.

24 FROM
York

— According

May
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home office, delegates
from this territory to the company’s annual sales convention at Los Angeles, May
31 to June 3, will be as follows:
Ira H. Cohn, C. C. Kellenberg, Austin
Interrante, George Moore, Joseph Davidson and J. "Vandergrift, from Pittsburgh;
James J. Grady, Edward A. Burkart, John
A. Needham, L. J. Bugle, E. C. Naegel and
Annabelle Kelly from Cincinnati; I. J.
Schmertz, David S. Davidson, Edwin R.
Bergman, Sam N. Lichter, Frank J. Hunt
and Nathan Scott from Cleveland; Lester
Sturm, A. D. Knapp, E. A. Westcott, Roy
Carrow, Leo Sanshie and Floyd Kellor,
Detroit.

DAY

Detroit — As

To Monogram
Detroit — Sam

but of Monogram

Decker

Meet

and William

Hurl-

pictures will attend the

company’s convention next Friday and
Saturday in Chicago. Accompanying them
will be William Flemion, branch manager;
George Custer, booker, and Bert Foster,
salesman.

a

GOOD-WILL
Mother’s

Will

good-will

gesture, numerous Detroit theatre owners
are planning to admit all mothers over 65
years old free of charge on Sunday, May 9.
INAUGURATE

ROGERS

Pittsburgh — Will Rogers

Detroit — Wisper

Fund

ELSIE

LOEB,

12805

KLINGENSMITH,
D. RICH,
HYDE.

2125

127

Policy

and

Wetsman

Theatres

have taken over the Lincoln Square Theatre from I. J. London, to add the 11th
theatre to their circuit. They will take
over actual operation of the theatre within the next month.

drive was inaugurated here April 30 when
Ira H. Cohn, 20th-Fox branch manager,
delivered an address over KDKA.

MIDEAST EDITION Is One of the Seven Sectional Editions
in Which BOXOFFICE Is Published Weekly. The Other
Six Editions Are: NEW ENGLAND, CENTRAL, MIDWEST,
WESTERN. SOUTHERN. EASTERN.

Continue
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DRIVE

Memorial

as Bolster

It is understood that the weeks that pictures are moved for additional runs to a
second first-run house that the grosses are
better than would have been expected from
only mediocre .product. The switch, however, to the Michigan of “Personal Property” from the United Artists is the first
such move. Business the first few days
of this week indicated that the Michigan
would show an average gross, but much
better than would have been the result of
only an average picture.
Trendle plans to continue using this policy of continued first-runs from one house
to another indefinitely.

GESTURE

Day

Serve

radical booking experiment of Trendle’s
with interest, in the hope that until more
class A pictures are available they may be
able to tide over the bad weeks.

group for which, ’tis rumored, Trendle will
operate the Fox Theatre.

MOTHER'S

of class

Circuit operators in Chicago, St. Louis,
Cleveland and Philadelphia, it is understood by Boxoffice, are watching this

to information

from the 20th-Fox

shortage

For the past several months, Trendle has
been faced with the booking problem of
boxoffice product. Many pictures have
been moved from the United Artists to the
Madison, also a continued first-run house.
Some pictures have also been moved from
the Michigan and the other two houses to
the State, where a double-bill policy is in
force.

MIDEAST

TO 20TH-FOX
New

current

A product with big-name star values came
to a climax in Detroit this week when
M-G-M’s “Personal Property” was moved
for a continuous first-run from the straight
pic'uure-policy United Artists Theatre to the
Michigan, where first-run films and stage
shows are used. Both theatres are part
of the George W. Trendle chain.
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Cleveland Civic
Leaders Unite
Cleveland — A Round Table group of
downtown theatre managers, exploitation
and radio and newspaper, was formed last
week at the invitation of Fay M, Thomas,
manager of the Carter Hotel,
The object of the group will be to discuss common business problems and to cooperate in civic activities,
William

Blair

Temporary

Palace;
State.

Everett

Steinbuck,

manager

Loew’s

Those present at the organization dinner
at the Carter Hotel included Nat Wolf,
Warner zone manager; Ed Miller, Warner’s
Hippodrome manager, William McDermott,
Plain

Dealer play critic; Earl Hart, secretary of Mayor Harold Byrton; Sidney Dan-

nenberg,

head of Warner's publicity department; A1 Gregg of the RKO publicity

department, Milton Harris, Loew’s exploitation chief, Everett Steinbuck. Loew’s
State, and Kenneth Means, RKO Palace.

WARNER EXCHANGE
ANNOUNCES SHIFT
Cleveland — The local Vitagraph exchange announces several changes in its
ranks.
Walter Brandt, salesman in the Toledo
territory, has been named city salesman,
a newly-created position. Previously the
city sales were handled by Branch Manager Milton A. Mooney.
Eddie Catlin, booker for 10 years, succeeds Brandt as sales representative in the
Toledo territory, and Judd Spiegel has been
brought

here from

Pittsburgh

Cleveland —
Unionizing of the
Cleveland shippers, inspectors and
poster clerks is reported to he in the
hands of national AFL officials.
Originally lined up, locally, with
the wrappers and packers union, the
shippers, inspectors and poster clerks

They
crease.

ask

for a

$7.00

weeky

Drawing was held last Friday night in
the ballroom of the Statler Hotel, where
several hundred members and their friends

in-

gathered to play keeno and to participate
in the final festivities of the Variety Char-

ID) IE T R C0> I T
^D

KIRCHNER
was elected to the national board of the Variety Club for
term at the recent convention in

another
Omaha.
Hal

Burriss

certainly

finished

the front

for “The Good Earth" at the Cass Theatre on time. He didn't want to miss getting away with Sam Barrett and Frank
Wetsman for the opening of the fishing
season Sunday. They all went to Grayling
. . . Ollie Brooks of the Butterfield circuit
was another angler who tried his luck at
snagging them.
Milton Strauss, local financier, with offices in the David Stott Bldg., is entering
exhibition through financing several new
theatres.

Bill Bishop. M-G-M’s ace exploiteer, is
back hale and hearty from Florida. Bill,
at this reading, is in sunny California dining with Leo's stars at the company convention with other Metroites from the local
exchange.
Frank Wetsman and Lew Wisper both
flew back from New York City last week
where they attended
ferences.

several

business

con-

to take Cat-

lin’s place as booker. Spiegel was formerly ad sales manager of the Cleveland Pa amount exchange. More recently he has
held a similar position with Paramount in
Pittsburgh.

The Film Exchange Employes’ union.
AFL affiliate, will hold its first annual
party Siuiday night at Wisper and Wetsman's Eastown Ballroom. Dave Diamond’s
orchestra will play for dancing. The novel
tickets — four frames
by Lloyd Hammond.

Best Direct Mailing
Detroit — The direct
Leon J. Bamberger of
be among the exhibits
Advertising Association
the Book-Cadillac Hotel

Cleveland — Bill Twig, salesman for
Grand National, is the winner of the Ford
sedan raffled by the Variety Club to buy
portable projection machines to permit
semi-weekly exhibition of picture shows at
local institutions not provided with equipment.

are noic affiliated with the operators'
union, having applied for an auxiliary
charter under the lATSE.

Chairman

William Blair, manager of the Hanna
Theatre, as temporary chairman named a
committee to draft rules, regulations and
to select a suitable name. The committee
consists of W. Ward Marsh, Plain Dealer
movie critic, chairman; Sidney Andorn,
WGAR;
Kenneth Means, manager RKO

Bill Twig Wins
Variety Raffle

Cleveland Exchanges
With AFL

mail campaign of
RKO Pictures will
of the Direct Mail
to be held here at
May 10, 11 and 12.

Bamberger’s campaign was named as the
best direct mail campaign of 1936.

of film — were

made

G. Ettinger is the United Artists exploiteer here in advance of “Love From a
Stranger,” due to open at the Madison
Theatre. Ettinger is from the home office.
Jolm Smith, president of the city council and acting mayor, praised the Variety
Club for its charitable work, in his talk
before the barkers at their weekly luncheon Monday at the Book-Cadillac.

Call Trip Off
Cleveland — Charles Gottlob of the Sunbeam Theatre, and Sam Fain of the Milo
are not taking a trip to Mexico, as was
previously announced. Fain suffered a
serious injury to his foot in an accident
while gardening, which caused the trip to
be called off.
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Lou Cromwell, Cass treasurer,
enter Grace Hospital this week
appendectomy.
Al Morgan,
of

who

was

here

was to
for an

as manager

M-G-M's roadshoiv of “Romeo
(Continued on page 109)

and

ity Drive.
Ted Lewis,

headline

stage attraction

at

Loew’s State Theatre, did the actual drawing with the assistance of Perry A. Frey,
chief police prosecutor.
Drive

Successful

Harry H. Goldstein, Paramount district
manager, was chairman of the drive which
was 100 per cent successful in raising the
required

funds to guarantee regular entertainment for Cleveland shut-ins. Motion

picture operators will donate their services for the showing of pictures which will
be furnished by the distributors without
charge.
M. B. Horwitz, Variety Club president,
left for Florida on Saturday, where he
joined his wife and son.

S "A"BAIR
PATRONOR DEC
"B"IDE
FILM—
Cleveland — E. E. Bair, manager of the
Windameer Theatre, one of the links in the
Associated Theatres circuit, has entered
the controversy of the “A” versus “B” pictures and presents the thesis that classification of motion pictures into class entertainment is impossible.
“Opinions vary,” says Bair, addressing
his patrons through his weekly Wind-ameer Theatre Newsette which has wide
circulation in his neighborhood. “The ‘A’
picture that pleases one moviegoer will
perhaps not please another. The best way
to judge

a

picture

is to see it for your-

self. You are the final judge whether
an ‘A’ or a ‘B’ or a four star picture.”
KAHN

SELLS

TO

it’s

DILLER

Toledo — The Allen and Rex theatres,
operated by C. Kahn, were sold this week
to J. Diller.

NEW
THEATRES
FINANCED
MILTON

STRAUSS

2627 David Stott Bldg.
Detroit
Telephone:

Cadillac

BOXOFFICE

;;

4712

May

1, 1937,

CIIMCIIMMATII
^HE invasion of Kentucky by the Ike Libson-Maury White interests is gossip on
a large scale. It is reported that approximately 50 houses are being angled for, with
some half dozen already signed up, including Sam Lee’s theatres in Winchester; Ross
Theatre at Cynthiana; Grover Scott’s two
houses, one at Pikesville and one at Harlan and Otto Brown’s theatre at Middleboro.

Cleveland Permits Bingo
for Charitg Fund Pnrposes
Cleveland — Bingo

Pelition for Lottery Bill
in Ohio

The Phoenix Amusement Co., at Lexington, John Elliott and Annabelle Ward are
also reported on their toes and securing
options on theatres. It is said they have
three theatres in the building at Corbin,
Hazard and Middlesboro to add to their
holdings.
Harry Schwartz will open his new
tre at Frankfort in about two weeks.

Columbus — Petition

The Schine circuit, which is planning to
build in Wapakoneta, Ohio, has changed
the policy in the Ben Ali at Lexington.
Prices have been reduced from 40c to 35c
and double features are being used instead
of the show and film policy.

Superior Equips House

The Row buzzed with visitors this week,
drawn by the opening ball game and the

(Continued

on page

110)

propos-

submitted to Secretary of State William J. Kennedy. The lottery proposals are sponsored by a group
headed by Bernon Weigandt, Akron
attorney.

thea-

Film Booker’s Dinner Dance, fortuitously
coincident, if you get what I mean. Among
those registered were Joe Stern, Manny and
Louie Shore, of Williamson and War, W.
Va.; Laurence Burns, J. Real Neth, the

forms

ing an initiated amendment to the
constitution to authorize a state lottery and an initiated bill to create a
state lottery commission, have been

Cleveland — Ray

Cudmore,

of

Superior

Theatre Supply Co., supplied all of the
equipment used in the new Ritz Theatre
at Struthers, built by Clarence Vogel of
Wellsville. The equipment included chairs,
carpet, all stag drapes including tracks,
lamps and the entire booth equipment.
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Perry A. Frey, chief of police prosecutor,
said he did not intend to issue warrants
against churches, fraternal orders or private clubs where the bingo profit goes to
a charitable or welfare end. While no drive
is intended at this time, bingo will be
curbed in cafes and beer parlors against
which complaint has been lodged on the
ground that liquor and beer sales were
continued past the legal closing hour in
order to play bingo.
Arrest

of four

persons

operating

bingo

has been continued to May 20. Further efforts to squelch the game will depend upon
how the courts will hold in these cases.
Bingo is not being played
land theatres.

at any

Cleve-
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as played, is in the gambling or charitable
category will be determined, according to
Ness, by learning where the profits go.
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ITO REPORTS CALM
ON ADVERSE BILLS

Flood Tragedi] Again
Faced bg Pennsglvania
Pittsburgh

—

Western

office.

Main and Strand theatres, Sharpsburg,
were among the first to go dark, the auditorium of the former house having four
feet of water. Fixtures had been removed
in advance of the tide. In January, when
flood waters visited this borough, seats of
these theatres were removed on three occasions. and in the flood 13 months ago the
Sharpsburg houses were under 20 feet of
of destructive water with all equipment lost
or damaged.
Orpheum, McKees Rocks, went dark, as
d;d the Regent of that borough.
First-run houses in Johnstown were
closed Monday but were ready to reopen
on Tuesday as the tide receded.
Cellars

Filled

Water backed into the cellars of dozens
of local theatres, with little loss suffered,
and Pittsburgh's downtown houses were
forced to close their basement lounges.
Local crest at the Point was 35 foot, more
tkan 10 feet above flood stage.
Wheeling. W. Va., oft-stricken by flood
wa-ers of the Ohio, was swept by a 45-foot
stage, nine feet above flood level. Liberty
Theatre there was closed as was the Rialto
and other houses.
Equipment was pulled at the theatres in
Wellsburg, W. Va., and the Manos, New
Cumberland. W. Va., suffered damage. Dr.
Koontz’s Lincoln. New Martinsville, W Va.,
prepared for the high water by lifting
house fixtures.
Theatre damage, although slight when
spoken of in terms of the April. 1936 flood,
was not estimated for the local trade area.

Pittsburgh — An

EXCHANGE UNION
DISPLAYS ACTIVITY
dance

and

party

being

sponsored this Sunday at the Eastown Ballroom by the film exchange employes’ union
brings to light again that the AFL affiliate is active beyond all doubt in the auto
city.
Several officers of the union and exchange managers contacted this week
stated that working contracts between the
organization and the exchanges probably
will be negotiated within the next month.

No Panic Here
Waynesburg,

Pa. — Fire broke

out in the

Wayne Theatre boiler room one evening
last week, pouring smoke into the wellfilled auditorium, but patrons refused to
move until they were ordered out by firemen. Quickly checked, the flames did
slight damage, according to Larry Puglia,
proprietor.
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unlicensed

exhibi-

for hearing. Wood
Add

Gas

Tax

Disapproved

On Thursday the taxation committee
held a hearing on a measure providing a
half a cent a gallon tax on gasoline. The
admission tax was coupled with this tax.
Upon being put to a vote, this half cent
increase on the gasoline tax was disapproved by the committee. This also presages the defeat of the admission tax measure, in Wood's opinion.

TRY FAILS;

STUDENTS'
SIT-DOWN
Mich. — Students at Albion Col-

Albion,

lege here staged a playful sit-down strike
in front of the Bohn Theatre here on
Monday, which resulted in a miniature riot
with numerous students nursing sore heads.
A large group of students tried to crash
the theatre, operated by George Bohn, but
were refused admittance. They then sat
down in front of the house and refused to
move. Police and firemen tried to disband
them. When this failed, the firemen turned
the water hose on the students. The students disarmed the firemen and the same
thing happened when police tried to use
night sticks.
Finally the students apparently tired of
the game and disbanded.

SCREENO AWAITING
APPELLATE VERDICT
Lansing.

Mich. — A decision

was

expected

late this week or next week from the supreme court on the appeal from Judge
Henry

G. Nicol’s circuit court decision declaring Skillful Screeno a lottery. The decision was handed down by Judge Nicol
in the suit of George Trendle against Jacob
Schreiber.
Schreiber meanwhile has been operating
the game regularly at his Colonial Theatre
on a stay of proceedings.

Thalberg

great accomplishments

Tax

inter-

raising measures which it has under consideration. Inasmuch as the legislature is
scheduled to adjourn the end of April, in
all probability, nothing more will come of
this bill.

rights for West Virginia on ‘‘Enlighten Thy Daughter” and ‘‘High School
Girl" are owned by his company,
ivhich also holds the rights for the
latter subject in western Pennsylvania.

Remember

of the

Another adverse bill. No. 241, to enact
an additional seven per cent tax on admissions in excess of 25 cents was heard
before the taxation committee last
Wednesday. Wood appeared before the
committee in behalf of all independent
theatre owners. After the hearing the committee announced it would withhold action
until it had heard all of the other revenue

tion of ‘‘Enlighten Thy Daughter" in
Clarksburg, W. Va., loas uncovered
last week by Lew Lefton, manager of
Monarch Pictures Company of Pittsburgh.
Lefton announces that exclusive

CRASH

secretary

prets theseEscape
bills asAdmission
“dead.”
May

Illegal Exhibition in
Clarksburg, W. Va.

Detroit — The

Detroit — The

been postponed

Pennsylvania,

pelted by heavy rains, faced the possibility of another major flood disaster this
week, but the rivers receded late Tuesday
as a theatre survey was made by Box-

Theatre

Columbus — P. J. Wood,

Independent Theatre Owners of Ohio, in
his latest bulletin, reports that House Bill
No. 368, providing for a minimum of two
men in a booth, and House Bill No. 369,
requiring an asbestos or steel curtain and
a main control lighting switch, have both

Feeney Named

of

Clarksburg,

the late Irving Thalberg are still wellremembered by the motion picture public.
Evidence of this was shown by the thunderous applause given to the dedication of
“The Good Earth” by the opening night
audience at the Cass Theatre.

W.

Manager

Va. — Richard

Marks,

son of the veteran exhibitor. Jack Marks,
has turned over the management of the
Marks’ Orpheum to Joseph Feeney. Young
Marks is devoting all his time to his father’s extensive outdoor advertising company.

NEW MOTIOGRAPH AND
IDEAL SEAT INSTALLATIONS
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AMENDMENT OF AGENT
REGULATIONS SOUGHT

Many Attend Opening
Burgettstown,

THE

21st anniversary

of daylight saving
has again inaugurated that “slow”
nere
season at the boxoffice. Many boroughs
and third class cities do not advance their
clocks, slow time being the rule in rural
communities.

Joseph L. Delisi, Saltshurg exhibitor, was
in Harrisburg last week attending sessions
of the legislature.

Pa. —

Many

Filmrow

friends attended the grand opening of the
newly constructed Mary Ann Theatre here
last Saturday evening. The new 500-seat
house is modern in construction and design and was equipped by the Alvin Seiler
Motion Picture Apparatus Co. of Pittsburgh. Anthony Mungello, operator of the
new Burgettstown house, and who also
operates a theatre nearby at Slovan, was
host to 200 friends at a party staged at
the local K. of P. Hall.

Pittsburgh — A

A. L. Peretta, operator of the Crescent

CAPITOL
McKeesport.

ScoTTDALE,

SCOTTDALE

Pa. — An

SITE

Unnamed

the

laws

require an employment agent’s license for
“foreign” (out of the state) theatrical employment agents who seek to either hire
or supply employes for entertainment purposes within the state.

Theatre, Mahoningtown, has been assisting H. L. Fry, who recently entered exhibition at the remodeled theatre at Wampum.

SEEKS

bill amending

regulating licensing, registration and bonding of theatrical agents is before the Pennsylvania general assembly. The act would

AIR-CONDITIONED
Pa. — Carrier

Corp.

this

week

completed the installation of complete air conditioning equipment at the
Capitol Theatre here, operated by Jos.
Weiss Theatres, Inc.

real estate

agent of Pittsburgh this week negotiated
for a new theatre site here.

Harry Rachiele, who recently acquired
the Maryland Theatre, Blawnox, which has
been extensively renovated and re-equipped, has revised his daily operating policy
and the house is now open five evenings
weekly.
Ben Welansky, Pittsburgh and Boston
franchise owner for Monogram, will visit
at the local Monogram-Royal Pictures, Inc.,
office this week with D. J. Selznick, manager. prior to the company convention in
Chicago.

REPUBLIC'S
Positively the
“TOPS”
in the Serial Field

R. V. McCalmont, recently named as
manager of the Rialto, Brownsville Road,
city, is a new regular visitor on Filmrow.
“Col.” Billy Wheat is a happier man
these days now that the four-week scarlet
fever quarantine has been lifted at Sewickley and persons under 16 may again enter his theatre. This week also foimd a
complete air-conditioning system installed
at the Sewickley Theatre by A. & S. Steinberg.

Ray Wheeler and Lou Hanna went to
jail one evening last week. They were presenting a movie show for the "guests” of
Warden John McNeil.
Rudy Navarri, Verona exhibitor and local representative for Nuovo Mondo Pictures. recently screened “Don Bosco” for
several local priests.

REPUBLIC'S

GENE
AUTRY

Acknowledged
The Field
"Tops"
In The Western

Our condolences to Vic Weschler and
members of the family of Andrew Weschler, 7vho recently passed away. The elder
Mr. Weschler was a veteran theatre operator. Vic, who operates the Colonial
Theatre, Erie, recently became the father
of a son.

NOW

Miss L. B. Monroe, operator and manager of the theatres at Shinnston, W. Va.,
is seriously ill.

“THE HIT PARADE”

Friends at the local Paramount exchange
on Saturday presented a fine leather traveling bag to Justin "Jud” Spiegle, ad sales
77ianager for more than five years, who
resigned recently. Spiegle has returned to
his home town, Cleveland, where he has
joined the Warner exchange as booker. Bob
Clark, second booker at the local Paramount exchange for the past year, has
assumed the duties as manager of the
company’s ad sales department here.
Tons of new machinery have been added
to the machine shop at the Lipman Engineering Co. on Filmrow, where complete
• Continued on page 109)
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Kiddies Win Theatre
Sit-Down Strike
Pittsburgh — -A change

in schedule

is an-

nounced for the regular 10c children’s hour
show each Saturday at the Enright Theatre following conferences between Joe
Feldman, of Warner Bros., George Bronson, manager of the WB Enright, and representatives of the State Federation of
Women’s

Clubs

and

the

East

Liberty

YMCA. Last Saturday the usual 9:30 o’clock
show was given, but the May 1 show and
all Saturday “children’s matinees”
after will open at 11 a. m.

UA Salesmen Serve as
Beauty Judges
Detroit — It’s hard to say what
those enterprising United Artists
salesmen will do next — and we don’t
know, but maybe it helps sell film.
Ben Robins and Leonard Soskin were
— lo and behold — judges in the beauty contest at the Berring Springs,
Mich., blossom festival last week. We
didn’t hear, because neither Ben nor
Len would tell the name of the beauteous young damsel on whom they
shoioered first place.

there-

This is the result of the sit-down strike
staged April 17 when more than 500 kiddies refused to leave the theatre following
*^lc

mcd’l’

iuvenile

film

The

kiddies

had

been

used

to staying

through both the juvenile film entertainment, amateur shows and songfests and
the regular showings for a period of over
three years and in recent months many
complaints were voiced by parents that the
children’s regular habits of eating and
exercise were being stunted by their long
sits. Then the management announced
that the house would be emptied following
the morning matinee, but the kiddies held
their ground.
Feldman

announced

for Warner

Bros.:

“We have no wish to put the children out
before the feature picture We announced
the noon deadline because of complaints
that the children were staying in the theatre all day. By opening later and letting
the children

stay we hope

MORRIS ROTH TAKES
DUQUESNE GRAND
Duquesne, Pa. — The Grand Theatre here
has been acquired by Morris Roth, owner
of the Plaza.
Having purchased the property, Roth
again will operate the Grand, which was
under his management from 1920 to 1930.
Closed for several years, the property was
taken under lease two years ago by Glen
Floyd and Joe Huszar and was operated
by them until late in December when the
house was gutted by fire. Several weeks
ago remodeling was started when improvements were made on the roof, but with the
recent negotiations, Floyd and Huszar have
withdrawn following interviews with Roth.
Immediate improvements and remodeling
will be started and the house will be reopened within six weeks, and Joseph Gelman, Plaza manager, will have charge of
both Duquesne theatres.
Floyd and Huszar continue in exhibition
at Follansbee, W. Va., and Monaca, Pa.
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^HE M-G-M special steamed out of here
on Thursday with Frank Drew, “Buck”
Stoner, Phil Harrington, Eddie Brauer,
Jack Sogg and Gene "Vogel aboard, bound
for the company’s convention in Hollywood.
H. K. Booth of the Auditorium, Mingo
Junction, and the Garden Theatre at Brilliany. was one of the Row’s out-o-town
guests of the past week. Bert Steam, UA
district rnanager, is all "het” up over the
forthcoming Walt Disney Award Revue,
consisting of 45 minutes of the best shots
of “Three Little Pigs,” “Flowers and
Trees,” “The Tortoise and the Hare,”
“Three Orphan Kittens” and “The Country
Charlie Alberts, booker in the Warner
Cousin.”
theatre department, rises to remark that he
is not the Charlie Albert listed among
those present in that very grand smash
entertainment

film, “Wake

Up and Live.

William Tallman has purchased from
Ray Cudmore of Superior Theatre Supply
Co. all new auditorium and stage drapes
as his concession to spring house cleaning.

to satisfy every-

body.”

Pittsburgh — Pennsylvania’s legislature
this week was expected to take further
action on the house bill (No. 2039) which
would amend the Sunday movie law by
allowing referendums on the issue not
oftened than once in two years instead of
five years. This measure, which was introduced through the efforts of the MPTO
of W.

Pa., Inc., was brought out of committee on law and order, reported as committed and passed first reading in the
house, thus giving the proposal much life.
Many exhibitors are vitally interested in
the progress of this act, a bill of Representative McElroy.

performance

sponsored by the Women’s Federation. Advised for a week in advance that kiddies
could no longer stay through the regular
afternoon performance which featured
other pictures, the youngsters refused to
budge. Pleas of Manager Bronson received
boos, and policemen, who were called in.
also failed in an effort to clear the house
in advance of the regular opening of the
theatre.

Sunday Movie Bill
Amendment Pushed

Art Morrone, president of Superior Theatre Supply, paid his first visit to Cleveland this year.
Two local picture houses, closed sincf
sound arrived, are about to he reconditioned and opened by the Melrose Theatre
Co., recently incorporated by Frank Roth,
Louis H. Friedman, Malvina Friedman and
Eugene G. Golton. all of Cleveland. The
houses are the Castle, Wade Park Ave., and
the King. East 79f/i St.
Martin G. Smith. ITO president, couldn’t
attend the testimonial dinner tendered last
week to Ernest Schwartz, president of the
Cleveland Motion Picture Exhibitors Association because of illness.
Ed

Fisher

of the Columbia

staff is in town

setting an

home

extensive

office
pub-

licity campaign for “Lost Horizon,” opening a roadshow engagement at the Hanna
Theatre May 2.
Everett Steinbuck, manager of Loew’s
State, and the missus had as their house
guests over the weekend Deputy Commissioner and Mrs. Schoeneman of Washington, D. C.

Senator Edward R. Frey of Pittsburgh
this week introduced an administration bill
to establish a mandatory 40-hour week in
non-executive positions in all except agricultural and domestic pursuits. Numerous
labor measures were before the general
assembly with the McGinnis labor relations and labor mediation bills in bitter
contests.
The proposal to legalize pari-mutuel
gambling on horse racing in Pennsylvania
was forwarded this week by its chief sponsor, State Revenue Secretary John B.
Kelly. The bill had subsided into apparent
abandonment,

but

light and is not
believed.

is again

in the

“pickled”

as

spot-

generally

The dozens of other bills which
theatres remain in status quo.

affect

INDEPENDENT DISPLAY
HANDLES NPSA STOCK
Pittsburgh — National Poster Service
Assn, at a convention late in March announced it would produce its own accessories, and this week the initial efforts are
on the supply shelfs at the local Independent Display Co. which is managed by
David Rosenfeld, an association member.
New

paper has been developed on Paramount’s “King of Gamblers” and “Souls
at Sea,” which includes complete sets of
11x14 photos, stills, 22x28 displays, inserts,
one-sheets, three-sheets, and other accessories. Production service on other picture subjects from various companies will
be received regularly, Rosenfeld states. In
addition to the regular lithograph art displays, Independent has been distributing
“screen-process” cards for a number of
months.
Manufacture of the “paper” and displays
was decided upon by the National Poster
Service

Association following the announcement that Warner Bros, would institute a rental plan to exhibitors for film
accessories and would deal directly with
exhibitors, cutting out the poster firms
entirely. Paramount adopted such a
rental plan last summer.

HEW

WILLIAMSON

HOUSE

Williamson, W. Va. — L. Shore of the
Cinderella Theatre here will erect another
theatre at Williamson.
BOXOFFICE
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ENGLAND BROS. GET
PHILLY BANK NIGHT
Pittsburgh — Mort

and

Art England,

Art England will return to Pittsburgh
at an early date.

HERB IVES ACQUIRES
TAW AS CITY RIVOLA
City, Mich. — Herb

Ives has taken

the Rivola Theatre here from Casper Blumer. Ives opened the theatre, which has
been closed since the first of the year, this
weekend during the annual Perch Festival
here.

Ives was formerly connected with Anne
O’Donnell in the Monarch Pictures exchange in Detroit.

DETROIT
(Continued

from page 104)

Juliet," is here again as manager
Good Earth.”

Bill Flemion is now
Monogram Pictures.

branch

of “The

manager

of

Jim Sharkey’s exchange is less than a
pomt behind Jacksonville, Fla., at the end
of the fourteenth week of the RKO sales
drive in honor of Jules Levy, for first
place among all the company’s exchanges.
The contest ends May 23.
Lloyd Hammond’s Sho-All trailers are so
well liked that he’s even receiving telegraphic rush orders now from some points.
Bill Hendricks, newest addition to Earl
Hudson’s exploitation staff at United Detroit Theatre, is now termed the “baby
bear” of the group, since he squeaked that
‘who’s been using my typewriter,’ recently.
Harlan Starr at GB is beaming with glee
these days. All these rainy days of the
last week will be the cause ‘for a lot of
double-features during the baseball season
at Navin Field,” Harlan says. Hal Robinson was to have presented Pitcher Elden
Auker of the Tigers a new Hudson motor
car this week at Navin Field.
Raoul Cleaver is now working on publicity for “Ecstasy,” which goes into its
eighth Detroit week at the Cinema.
Ed Prince of the credit and collection
department of RCA, Camden, N. J., was a
visitor at the local office this week.
BOXOFFICE
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Cleveland— Ernest

lo-

cal distributors of Bank Night, this week
acquired the franchise for its handling
cash in the Philadelphia territory. The
negotiations were concluded with Affiliated
Enterprises, Inc., owners of Bank Night,
and Art England, who had been vacationing in Florida for the past month, established headquarters at Philadelphia, while
his brother, Mort, returned here to look
after the local enterprise.
Mort England stated here that numerous new accounts are expected to be added to their lists both here and at Philadelphia before the real summer weather
sets in.

Tawas

EXHIBITORS HONOR
SCHWARTZ, KALAFAT

PITTSBURGH

theatre sound systems and public address
systems are manufactured and where a
new product is now being designed by Herb
Lipman and Bob Levy.
Redecorated front at the Princess, Wilkinsburg, is sporting the theatre name in
neon tubing.
L. B. Cool, former
Pulton Theatre, who
years has been the
for Warner Bros., is
ford Springs after an
land hospital.

manager of the local
for the past several
Sharon city manager
recuperating at Bedoperation in a Cleve-

Schwartz,

three times

president of the Cleveland Motion Picture
Exhibitors Ass’n, and John D. Kalafat,
chairman of the labor committee, were
honored by the officers and approximately
100 members at a testimonial dinner held
last Tuesday in the Chamber of Commerce
headquarters.
William M. (Billy) James of Columbus,
former president of the state exhibitor association, was on hand as master of ceremony. Other speakers included Martin G.
Smith of Toledo, present president of the
Independent Theatre Owners of Ohio, and
P. J. Wood of Columbus, ITOO secretary.
Schwartz was presented with a silver
coffee service and John Kalafat received

The Cole Bros.-Clyde Beatty Circus will
pitch its big-top here May 21 and 22 at
Fifth and Penn Aves., East Liberty.

a set of professional golf clubs in appreciation of their service to the exhibitors of
Cleveland.

John Downing, RKO’s midwest auditor,
has been transferred to the local territory,
succeeding Emmett Cashman, who will
cover the New York, Philadelphia, Washington and New Haven areas. William
Burke, another RKO auditor, is at present
working at the local exchange,

SHOOTING DEBUTS
IN DETROIT HOUSE

Moe Gould of Monarch Pictures has
established his sales headquarters at Charleston, W. V.
The Filmrow boys are “talking up” their
first golf tournament of the season, which
likely will be set at an early date for the
Wildwood Country Club. E. B. Morton,
NTS manager, a Wildwood member, is especially interested in the affair. Recent
opening of the baseball season attracted
the attention of many filmrowites. S. Tilden Stern, formerly head artist here for
Warner Bros., has located in Hollywood.
The project planned and announced here
several months ago by Myron C. Fagan,
playwright, to make Pittsburgh the producing center of new plays which would
star famous movie names, still lacks official verification as the announced time for
the opening of the season approaches.
Harry Brown, manager of the Nixon, is
unable to furnish any definite information.
The Nixon closed its legitimate season last
Saturday evening. It was one of the longest seasons in many years and was prosperous, with the house dark for ony a few
days during the entire period. Final week’s
show, which presenetd only two persons
on the stage, was the worst flop in years.
William Sharp, Paramount ad sales
supervisor, is here this week at the local
exchange.

Detroit — A film fan can’t be sure

what

he will get now in the way of diversion in
Detroit theatres in the light of what happened Sunday in the Michigan Theatre,
ace of the United Detroit Theatres chain.
Fred Rawlinson, 23 years old, of Ypsilanti, Mich., was shot in the right thigh
Sunday night while he sat in the Michigan
Theatre. The gun with which he was shot
was found below the seat directly in front
of him, though his assailant was not discovered. Rawlinson was taken to Receiving Hospital under police guard pending
solution of the mysterious shooting.

STEINBERGS REBUILD
YOUNGSTOWN HOUSE
Youngstown,

O. — Harry

and Jack

Stein-

berg are rebuilding the Home Theatre, located on McGuffey St., and plan to open
it about May 1.
The Home Theatre has 475 seats. It has
been closed since the advent of sound. The
policy will be to play double features with
three changes weekly.

Gets "Polygamy"
Rights
Toddy, producer of the

Detroit — Ted

motion picture, “Polygamy,” has sold the
Michigan state rights of the film to A1
Dezel of Dezel Roadshow Pictures. The
picture is based on the well-known polygamous colony in Arizona. The film will
have its Detroit and American premiere
at the Downtown Theatre here shortly.
Toddy is here arranging the campaign.

Clark Smith loins NTS
Pittsburgh — Clark

Smith,

graduate

of

the Decatur, Ind,, Electrical Engineering
School, has joined the local staff of National Theatre Supply, E. B. Morton, manager, announces. Smith, who was to arrive here April 30, succeeds J. E. Currie, of
the sales and service department, who was
recently transferred to the Detroit branch
of NTS.

FILMACK
SPECIAL
TRAILERS
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WISE

CHOICE
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SHOWMEN
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TESTIMONIAL

DINNER

FOR A. W. M'CORMICK
Pittsburgh — Several hundred friends of
Alden Wentworth McCormick were scheduled to honor him at an informal stag
testimonial dinner Friday evening, April
30, at the Cardinal
liam Penn.

Room

of the Hotel Wil-

“Denny” McCormick, 20th-Fox office
manager for a number of years, has resigned this position to enter exhibition at
the New Beaver Theatre, Beaver, Pa., which
he has purchased from Max Schaffel, veteran exhibitor. McCormick’s family is
moving to New Brighton where they will
occupy the former home of Schaffel.
C. C. Kellenberg, 20th-Fox salesman in
the West Virginia territory for many years,
who succeeds McCormick as local office
manager for the company, is general chairman of the testimonial dinner served at
five bucks per plate, Harry Walker is
treasurer of the committee and other
members of the group responsible for the
affair include A1 Weiss, Carl Poke, Norm
Huhn, John McGreevey, Tony Stern, Bill
Walker, Mark Goldman, William R. Brown
and Ira H. Cohn,
M. A. Rosenberg, president of the MPTO
of W, Pa„ Inc,, was to be toastmaster, and
the following were listed as speakers Ira
H. Cohn, Edgar Moss, Bertron Croup, E. C.
Ainsworth, Harry Kalmine, William L.
Brown, Prank J. Harris and Judges John
P. Egan and J, A, Richardson.

"GOOD EARTH" GETS
BIG DETROIT PLAY

Legislative Report at
Exhibitor Meet

Detroit — Gay lights, a first-night broadcast, and the SRO sign out for three days
before the opening, forecast a long run for

Pittsburgh — A general meeting of
independejit theatre owners was
scheduled for Friday noon, April 30,
at the Hotel Schenley. The MPTO of
W. Pa., Inc., was the sponsor and the
highlight of the meeting was to have
been

a

which

“The

Good Earth,” M-G-M’s roadshow attraction which came to the screen of the
Cass Theatre here Sunday night. The

capacity first-night audience was enthusiastic in its reception of the picture, as
were the Detroit critics.

report of the exhibitor organization’s legislative committee of
William L. Brown, Tarentum

Warren Slee, M-G-M exploiteer, pinchhitting for Bill Bishop, divisional exploitation manager, handled the advance campaign on the picture.

exhibitor, is chairman. Brown, together with Fred J. Herrington and
William J. Walker, were lobbying in
Harrisburg again this week but were
scheduled to return here in advance
of the Friday noon meeting.

Columbia’s “Lost Horizon” will definitely
follow M-G-M’s “The Good Earth” into
the Cass when the M-G-M picture completes its run there. Contracts for the
Columbia run were signed this week.

U.S. Census Bureau
Gives Pa. Film Data
Pittsburgh — Reports of the United
States Census Bureau disclose the following information and summaries for film
theatres and other amusements in Pennsylvania for the year 1935:
Number of film houses in Pennsylvania,
877, Receipts, $41,039,000,

CINCINNATI
(Continued

from

page

105)

Chakeres, Mr. and Mrs. Virgil Jackson, all
of Columbus; Jack Shea of Shea circuit;
John Patterson of Lebanon; J. L. Hatcher,
Zenia; S. James of Eaton.
Paramount’s Joe Oulahan sends a special SOS to exhibs to rally round the Will
Rogers Memorial drive, set for April 30.

houses,

Bill Onie, new franchise holder for
Monogram, has established temporary
headquarters on Filmrow. After the Monogram sales confab, set for May 6-7-8 at
Chicago, Onie will announce his personnel.

Cantor in “The Kid From Spair,” is to be
released with all new prints and all new
accessories. Steam also states that the
Schaefer Drive, which still lists Cleveland

Number of motion picture theatres, theatrical and circus establishments, amusement parks, bowling alleys and dance halls,
2,384. These establishments employed
11,930 persons and paid $10,551,000 in
salaries.

as tops in this district, has been particularly successful with reissues, especially

West Virginia had 192 film theatres
1935 with receipts of $4,171,000.

UA Reissue
Cleveland — Bert Steam, United Artists
district manager, announces that Eddie

with “Transatlantic
starring Jack Benny,

and

opera

in

Philadelphia — Mrs, Margaret E. Palmer,
chairman of the state board of censors of
motion

pictures, announces that the Pennsylvania board under her administration
has reviewed 1,774 reels in the first three
months of the year, approving 1,610 and
modifying 164,

Manufacturers Group
Lists Outs
New York — The National Association of Manufacturers has made public some interpretations of rights and
obligations under the Wagner labor
relations act, recently upheld by the
supreme court.
The association pointed out that
the laiv did not compel an employer
to reach an agreement with a union
if he bargained collectively with the
union. The law does not compel an
employe to join any union, nor does
it outlaw employe-representation
plans, it was explained.
Employes retain the right to deal
directly with the management.

Messrs. Thompson and Nevin are the
proprietors of the new theatre being built
at Oakwood. The house, a bUb-seater, ivill
be called The Far Hills.
A

O. Curfman, State Theatre, Westerville, called at the Row. Curfman was
enthusiastic over business and the general

Merry-Go-Round,”

Censor Board Reports
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Number of legitimate
six. Receipts, $754,000.

Manager's
Duties Expand
Cleveland — Lou Milder, manager of
Warner’s Variety Theatre, had a new duty
thrust upon him last week when he played daddy to a two-year-old boy who was
in his theatre from 1:30 p. m. until 9 p. m.
When the child, who had apparently slipped into the theatre with some adults and
so passed unnoticed, was discovered. Milder notified police but was told they had
no call for a lost child. Accordingly Milder
took the lad to supper, treated him to
candy and toys, and in general gave him
a good time, until, at 9 o’clock, his parents
came for him.

RCA

Installations

Theatre, Fred Pennell, Decatur; Ideal Theatre, Mrs. Ethel Gibs, Ithaca; Capitol, Harold Schukert, Millington; Durand, Earl
Annett, Durand; Eaton Theatre, Cash
Beechler, Charlotte; Rivola Theatre, Tawas
Theatre,

M. R. Forman,

Little
Davie,
home

Ann

Davie

Davie,

daughter

circuit, was

talent show

of

Chris

the star in the

put on at New

Straights-

ville on the 20th. Incidentally Davie’s
young son, Reid, is an able assistant to
his father at the Perry Theatre, Neio Lexington.
RKO’s Dorothy Dwyer was badly injured in an automobile accident, and is
confined to Christ Hospital, Cincinnati.
Messrs. Christ and Kolter have taken
over the Ohio Theatre at Spencerville.
Universal’s local gang is all pepped up
over the announced sales confab on the
coast.

Detroit — L. Roy Cox of RCA has made
several installations in the last few months.
All of the houses are now boasting the new
RCA Magic Voice sound.
Included in the list are the New Cozy

City; Oxford
ford, Mich.

uptrend.

Ox-

Opening blast for the
Club annual charity
been fired. The date is
the Pavilion Caprice,

Queen City Variety
supper dance has
May 22, the place,
Netherland Plaza

Hotel, and the price, five bucks, per person. Ralph Kinsler is taking reservations.
Elmer

Shard, exhib, is in charge of decorations. Allan Moritz is in charge of tickets. Col. Arthur Frudenfeld, RKO theatres,
will provide the scheduled floor show. And
Pop Wessel, Chief Barker, promises the
event will live up to the history of past
performances.
BOXOFFICE
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NEW SAINT LODIS ONION DRIVE
lATSE

Elman Is Prepared
to Greet Monogram
Chicago — Henri

Elman

is all set to act

as official host to the 75 to 100 men of
Monogram who will gather at the Drake
Hotel on May
7-8 for the
fifth national
sales convention.
Headed by
Ray Johnston,
president, and
Edward Gold e n, sales
manager, the
entire national sales force
of the recently reorganized
Monogram
Pictures, including the
branch managers, franchise
Heiiri Elmaji
holders, and
salesmen, will come here to set up thensales policies for the coming year, and
hold the usual discussion of coming product.
Elman recently acquired the Monogram
distribution in the Chicago and Indianapolis territories and is now busily engaged in “dressing up” his exchange offices
in honor of the coming convention. Carl
Harthill, Monogram manager at Indianapolis, and Charles Trampe, Wisconsin
distributor, will also be present.

Clara Bow Visits
St Louis — Clara

Bow

arrived

here April

25 to spend four or five days preparatory
to going to Louisville, Ky., to view the
Kentucky Derby. She was accompanied
by her husband, Rex Bell. They registered
at the Lennox Hotel.

Would

Exchange
St. Louis — John

Annex

Union

P. Nick, first vice-

president of the lATSE and Moving
Picture Machine Operators of the
United States and Canada, has asked
for a eonference with the officers of
the Film Exchange Employes Local
No. 16169 for the purpose of explaining plans of the lATSE for absorption of that independent AFL union.
He stated that under the arrangement, through which the AFL gave
the lATSE jurisdiction over all of the
theatrical unions, including the organized film exchayige workers, it will
be necessary for Local 16169, and
also the Theatrical Amusement Employes’ Local 19905, to surrender their
individual AFL charters and to join
the film exchange and local theatrical unions being formed by lATSE.

Vertical Organization of
Minor Theatre Employes
Is the Goal
St. Louis — A new

Exchange

THEATRE BUILDING
CURBER GETS VETO
Kewaunee,

Wis. —

Although

unanim-

ously adopted by the city council in an
effort to curb possible overseating in the
town, an ordinance limiting the number
of motion picture theatres was vetoed recently by Mayor William Karsten of
Kewaunee.
Karsten let it be known that his veto was
not to be considered a move to either kill
the new law or force its passage over his
veto, but that he would like a little more
time to study the proposal. It had been
passed during the only council meeting
from which the mayor had been absent in
15 years.
As adopted by the council, the ordinance
provided that no more than one motion
picture theatre for each 3,000 people in the
town shall ever be permitted to operate,
and in the event another house shall be
built it must cost at least $50,000.
Karsten is understood to have stated
that he is doubtful of the constitutionality
of such a law.

CENTRAL EDITION Is One of the Seven Sectional Editions
in Which BOXOFFICE Is Published Weekly. The Other
Six Editions Are: NEW ENGLAND, MIDEAST, MIDWEST,
WESTERN. SOUTHERN. EASTERN.

drive to unionize

the

unorganized employes of all local motion
picture theatres, dramatic houses, etc., has
been launched by Theatrical Employes
Union Local No. 2 under the guidance of
cionn P. Nick, vice-president of the lATSE.
The new organization will include ticket sellers and takers, doormen, ushers,
page, stage attendants, porters, janitors,
rest room workers and other unskilled employes around the theatres.
Nick, who attended a meeting of the international union officials in Chicago last
week at which plans for organizing theatre and film exchange workers in various
key centers was discussed, indicated that
an effort will be made to bring the members of the Film Exchange Employes Local
Union No. 16169, organized in July, 1917,
under the judisdiction of the Theatrical
Alliance.
Union

Not

Involved

In this connection, however, the Film
Exchange Employes union has a charter
issued direct by the American Federation
cf Labor and in the absence of direct orders from President Green of the AFL
probably continue to function independent
of either the proposed new theatre workers union or the older TSE and MPMO.
Lou Lavota, president of the film exchange
union, in commenting on Nick’s press announcement, said he had no information
from the AFL in regards to the contemplated vertical union for all persons connected with the motion picture industry
here. All the workers would be affiliated
with the AFL, Nick has stated.
Notices of the proposed new drive to
unionize the theatre workers are being sent
to the owners and managers of the various
theatres in St. Louis and St. Louis county.
In the past several unsuccessful attempts
have been made by AFL representatives
to organize the ticket sellers, doormen,
ushers, porters, etc.
Showmen

Are

Quiet

In the absence of any demands from the
union officials local theatre men said they
were not in a position to say what their
position will be in regards to the new
union.

CALVIN HERMER, Central Editor, 908 S. Wabash Ave.,
Chicago, 111. Phones: Webster 2233-4-5. DAVID F. BARRETT, 5149 Rosa Ave., St. Louis, Mo. H. C. BRUNNER.
2820 N. 52nd St.. Milwaukee. Wis.

Show Anti-Nazi Film
Despite Mapr's Bar

St. Louis — The

anti-Nazi

motion

picture

"Der Kampf,” which Mayor Bernard F.
Dickmann barred from the Municipal Auditorium on April 24 after receiving a protest from German Consul Reinold Freytag was shown at Hibernian Hall April 25,
under the auspices
can Club.

of the German-Ameri-

Withheld

as an answer to Hitler's autobiographical
propaganda work “Mein Kampf”
(My
Struggle > , It was produced by Amkino, a
nussian concern.
Tne dialogue in the film is in German,
but English captions inform those who
don’t

understand German
spiring on the screen.

NEW

Fritz Rust, secretary of the GermanAmerican Club, said that the preview was

industrial commission,

refused because “that would have been
giving consent to Nazi Consul Freytag
the

Hitler-appointed

censor

of

movies

to be shown in St. Louis." Counselor Wayman, on the other hand, said
that his action in refusing the permit did
not constitute censorship. The film in
question has been shown without official
objection in New York, Chicago and other
cities.
In the letter he sent to Mayor
Consul

Freytag

charged

The St. Louis civil liberties committee in
a letter to Mayor Dickmann protested
against his order in refusing to permit
the use of the Municipal Auditorium for
the film. The committee charged that his
action was an infringement on the right of
free expression. It was signed by Dr. Jerome E. Cook, committee president.
letter, in part, read: “Without entering into the merit or lack of merit of

this film, we desire to protest most vigorously against the exercise of such a censorship and against the infringement upon
the right of freedom of expression.
"As Americans we deplore the fact that
any government anywhere denies its people free speech, free press, and free assemblage, and we fail to understand how
our own officials can at the behest of such
a government, or its representatives, seek
to impose similar abrogation of civil rights

Frederic, Wisconsin, to replace his old theatre that was recently destroyed by fire.
Mr. Norine states that when this new
building is completed, it will be one of the
most beautiful theatres to be found anywhere in Western Wisconsin. Only the
finest equipment obtainable has been purchased for this new theatre, which includes

open

Madison, Wis. — Passage of an assembly
bill repealing the present child labor law
and substituting a redraft which clarifies
present provisions is being urged by the
the Milwaukee

SOUND

SYSTEM

juve-

women’s

Under the bill, the regulation of employment of minors in public exhibitions is
expanded and strengthened. The minimum
age for such exhibitions is set at 12 years
and permits for children appearing in such

on or about

June

1.

Mr, B. R. Bly is completely remodeling
his Bula Theatre, Ashtabula, Ohio. Included with other improvements was the
purchase of eight hundred deluxe AIRLOC full-upholstered chairs, purchased
from AIR-LOC SEAT INDUSTRIES, INC.

exhibitions would be granted by the industrial commission rather than by the county
and
now

juvenile judges
the practice.

in Milwaukee

as

is

The Wayne Theatre at Greenville, Ohio,
owned and operated by Mr. A. Macci has
let contract with AIR-LOC SEAT INDUSTRIES, INC., for 650 deluxe AIR-LOC fullupholstered chairs, with installation scheduled for the early part of May.

CONTRACT LET FOR
NSS REMODELING

JOB

St. Louis — Contract for remodeling the
entire second floor of 3316-18 Olive St.
to provide space for the local branch of
the National Screen Service and its affiliate. National Screen Accessories, has been
awarded to the Morris L. Rosenblum Co.
W. J. Schlesinger is the architect in charge
of the plans.
Glenn G. Gregory, resident manager for
the National Screen Service, said the company expects to occupy the space by May
8, It will handle the St. Louis territory,
including eastern Missouri and southern
Illinois.

Missouri Misses Pons
Columbia, Mo. — Acting on her doctor’s
ciders, Lily Pons was forced to postpone
her scheduled concert at the University of
Missouri April 26. She hopes to fill the
date on May 15 or May 22.

Mr. Mike Enrico of the Grand Theatre,
Benld, Illinois, has purchased through the
office of George A. Busher of St. Louis,
Missouri, latest type ULTRAPHONIC
SOUND SYSTEM.
Mr. Busher is the St.
Louis distributor of ULTRAPHONE
SOUND SYSTEMS.

Mr. Edw. Velat of the Radio Theatre,
St. Paul, is making improvements in his
theatre, which improvements include a
new
ULTRAPHONE
JEWELL
WIDERANGE
SOUND
SYSTEM.
The theatre
closes down on May 1st and is scheduled
to reopen on Thursday, May 6th.

the citizens of St. Louis.”
Communists Object

The

Communist

party

has also objected

to the mayor’s action. The picture was
made in Soviet Russia by German exiles
George Dimitroff, accused of setting the
Reichstag fire of February. 1933, is the
hero. It shows his arrest, imprisonment,
trial and acquittal at Leipzig, his arrival
in Moscow.
"Der

112

Mr.andCLIFFORD
is building
a newat
beautifulNorine
500-seat
theatre

and five hundred deluxe AIR-LOC fullupholstered chairs. The new theatre is
scheduled to be complete and ready to

CHILD LABOR
LAW Wise. GOAL

nile court and spokesmen for
groups and labor organizations.

in Brief

latest type ULTAPHONE

Dickmann,

film was "Communist propaganda for
creating hatred against anything German.”
Liberty Group Protests

upon

is tran-

that the German-

American Club's headquarters, 3520 Franklin Ave., is the address of a Communist
organization, and that in his opinion the

The

what

Preview

Mayor Dickmann and City Counselor
Edgar H, Wayman denied the permit for
the use of the city-owned hall on the
grounds that the group in charge of the
film had failed to present it, as requested,
for a preview by city officials and also
because of the highly controversial character of the picture.

becoming

News

Kampf"

(The

Struggle)

was

FILMACK

Mr.

SPECIAL
TRAILERS

^
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THE CHOICE OF
WISE SHOWMEN

Billy Gowan of the Orpheum Theatre, Ortonville, Minnesota, purchased deluxe AIR-LOC full-upholstered chairs
from AIR-LOC SEAT INDUSTRIES, INC.
Installation is scheduled for the early part
of May. — Adv.

mV®'

billed
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OVERSEATING SITUATION LOOMS
HALLORAN SUCCEEDS
TO PACKWOOD POST
SPITZ, owner of Buck, St. Bernard seen in “Call of the Wild,” was a
Milwauke visitor, with his dog.
QARL

B. N. Judell has secured the distribution rights in the Milwauke territory for
eight Tom Tyler films, four United Artists
pictures'. "Rain,” "The Locked Door,” "The
Bat Whispers,” and "Street Scene,” and
a series of new Sam Small colored cartoons.
Ben Olson is adding a second floor over
the front portion of his Mission Theatre
at Wisconsin Dells.
The Palace
marquee.

at Superior

has added

Repair Geneva
III. — The

Fargo

been transferred to the Hi-Pointe post.
His duties as accountant have been taken
over by his assistant, M. J. Riordan. Packwood resigned recently to become general
manager of the Crittenden Theatre Co. at
West Memphis, Ark. He assumes his new
duties on May 1.

May Sue for Award

a new

Fibber McGee and Molly, sponsored by
S. C. Johnson & Son, Inc., Racine, for the
past two years, have signed a contract
with Paramount for a full length picture.

Geneva,

St Louis — Dick Halloran, who has been
manager of the Hi-Pointe Theatre, will
succeed N. E. Packwood as manager of the
Mikado Theatre in the St. Louis Amusement chain, while Jack Rosenzweig, chief
accountant for Fanchon & Marco here, has

Fargo
Theatre

here,

recently damaged by fire, is undergoing
extensive repairs. The work will cost about
$12,000. Charles Fargo owns the house.

Milwaukee,

Wis.

—

Victor

E.

Neuhaus,

23, a filling station employe, has sought
information through a discovery examination before Court Commissioner George A.
Ballhorn here on which he plans to base
a

lawsuit against the Wisconsin Amusement Enterprises, Inc., operators of the
Tower Theatre here.
Neuhaus contends that he was declared
the winner of a Bank Night award of $450
April 6, but was barred from collecting the
money because he couldn’t reach the stage
to identify himself in the allotted three
minutes.

OUR SEATING SERVICE
IS SECOND TO
NONE!
We
one

Chicago and Territory
Building Spree
Needs Brake
By CAL
Chicago — If

value
Tliis beauty is but
one of many
fine
new
models
with
which we can seat
your theatre RIGHT
and
at
reasonable
cost.

pay.

but we GUARANTEE greater seating
for the price you

Come

in and

our line of new

again

became an enterprise of fairly certain profit, the grab for theatres has been
on until by now every possible available
location in this region is being considered
as a prospective theatre site.
In the city of Chicago it is said that with
only one or two exceptions every spot
where a theatre ever existed is again open
and operating, and plans for new houses
are being announced with alarming regularity. The total of all the houses which
have been reopened after many years of
darkness plus the new ones built within the
past year or so, added to those for which
plans are already drawn and in some cases
contracts let for building, shows that the
number of seats in Chicago alone will have
• Continued
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Since a year or so ago, when the boxoffices of this territory began to feel the
surge of revived business and exhibition

Remember
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theatre

independent, continues much longer intelligent observes predict an overseating
condition unparalleled in the annals of the
industry.
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MODERNIZE
YOUR
THEATRE

NOW
PUBLISHED

IN THE

INTEREST

FOR LEADERSHIP
MOTIOGRAPH
OUR

THE

THEATRE

POLICY
"Leadership'

to the
. word
in
live uprespect
To every

2

To offer to the Exhibitor only the
products of such manufacturers who
are acknowledged leaders in their
field.

To render a complete service, to the
Exhibitor, of a standard second to
none and at a price commensurate
with unquestionable quality.

MODEL

&

Scientific engineering and Brenkert craftsmanship have endowed the Enarc Lamp with
all of the quality necessary to render superlative illumination upon the screen.
Test after test alongside of any lamp on
the market consistently proves Brenkert's
superiority. Let us demonstrate to your satisfaction without cost or obligation.

sacrifice

the

cus-

our

seat

To-

demands.

A

your booth

v^rill put your theatre in the

week

pair of Motiographs

vrill put Motiograph

in your the-

BOX OFFICE CHAIRS

repxair

MODERN

Projection Repair
Department

SAND
very

A

lAR

attractive

compartment

We maintain the largest repair shop in the
country. Manned
by thoroughly trained
mechanics, this department is equipped
with the finest machinery, equipment, and
instruments for the repairing of all types
of projectors. Complete emergency stock

for

long
box

sand

base

of all types enables us to give 24-hour
service. Our prices are reasonable commensurate with our type of work. Try us

All metal

in

a smooth-acting swivel. Heavy
chrome plating on

red

arm

SPECIAL $6.00

In

Lots

Crystal

of Six — Each
White

AMERICA'S

Sand,

100 lbs.

is

with

and

or black.

job —

chair

fully adjustable
and is provided

chrome

receptacle,
furnished

de-

hours in the
office. This

attractive

upper for receptacle. Fine appearance an asset to any

house.

chair

for correct

posture and maximum comfort dispels the fatigue of

sand

storage,

sand

real

signe.d

jar for your lobby, foyers, and lounges. Bottom

Liberal WALTER E. HELLER Financing
Planned to fit your particular needs

in

atre.

A

repair

"K" — the results
you but will prove

"public preferred" class. Let us explain how only $15.00 to $20.00 per

department can serve you in a most capable manner. We carry a complete stock
of fabrics, seat coverings, backs of seats
for the replacement of every type of chair.
Skillful and complete repair service is
available at all times.

out — send us out your next
let us prove our statement.

get up to date with

day's theatre patrons demand modern
screen presentations and they patronize those houses that can meet their

Seat Repairs
supervision,

ever-ywhere have acclaimed this trul-y
modern projector as the leader in the
field. It sets a new standard of
excellence in screen results. If

to be a strong box office magnet.

We have a complete theatre remodeling
department under the supervision of Mr,
Herman F. Jensen, who is one of the leading theatre construction engineers. In
conjunction with our Mr. Jensen, our own
designers and architects can offer you a
complete remodeling service no matter
how large or how small the job may be.

expert

The Motiograph Model "K" Projector is sweeping the nation. Exhibitors

your booth —

Femodeling and Construction Department

Under

ENARC

THE OUTSTANDING PROJECTOR FAVORED BY
EXHIBITORS

a new Model
will not only amaze

patrons are never h'gh pressured into
a deal which, because of restricted
of supply,
tomer's interests.

BRENKERT

■you are attempting to make an
antiquated projector do duty in

Our organization having achieved
leadership in the brief span of four
years is in the enviable position of
being able to select the outstanding
lire in each field. Consequently, our

sources

INDUSTRY

IN PROJECTION

BRENKERT ENARC GIVES
FINER SCREEN RESULTS

2

2
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rests and

legs

assures long
ing beauty.

last-
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SERVICE
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AVE., CHICAGO
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MING
Cleans Glass
This is something you will
thank us for on your first
purchase. The best glass
cleaner obtainable at any
price.

MODERN

V glass an.d wipe off without any effort. Leaves the
glass spick and span in
seconds' time. Hand spray
free with each order.

EXIT BOXES

One of our biggest sellers. Very attractive.
Something you have been looking for, for a
long time. In dull chrome and polished bands
with the new underwriters green exit glass.
For gas or electric.

.50

Specially priced at

each

QTS
GALS
Underwriter

DURABLE

.00

$15

approved

Don't try to get by
with antiquated fire
extinguishers in your
theatre. Take advantage of these two
specials and re-equip
throughout. O n e quart size has a

The new positive take-up necessary for all
2,000 foot operation. Eliminates all take-up
trouble — all danger, torn sprocket holes, film
packing or broken shafts. Approved by the
most exact testing bureau in the country, the
Bureau of Electricity, City of Chicago. Eor
all types of projectors and sound equipment.

Simplex

$1.25
3.00

FIRE EXTINGUISHERS

GOLDE
CONE$5
CUSHION TAKE-UP

For Standard

Removes all substances. Just spray on the

each

YOUR

guaranteed non-corrosive plunger which
assures efficient operation at all times.

Your

SEATING

SIMPLEX

$7.25

Without

3. . 6. MOTIOGRAPH
%

one

Now
the

new

line of

in a wide

theatre
range

obligation

of our

you

experts.

can

consult

Let him

explain

how you can take full advantage of our easy finance terms in
your house.

Screens
THE

2,000 foot Reels

FINEST

SCREEN

MADE

of heavy gauge steel, the finest construction, will last a lifetime, made up in any
number of sections.

FLAME

PROOF

— Flat White per Sq. Ft.

2,000 ft. TYPE A — per section
2,000 ft. TYPE B — per section

FLAME

PROOF

— Seamless Silver per Sq. Ft. 55c

COMPLETE

$2.00
2.50

THEATRE

of

styles and prices.

Qts.

reseating

For

PROBLEM

Ideal

chairs is complete

to you

Made

TO

biggest percentage of repeat customers demand comfort throughout the

performance.

21/2 Gals.
Chemical

$9.75

ANSWER

You can't fool the public with superattractions and uncomfortable seats.

The
two-and-one-hal’f
gallon
chemical tank
is fool proof, simple
and efficient.

PARTS

FILM BOXES

THE IDEAL

SUPPLY

HOUSE

25c

Overseating

Metro Convention

(Continued

Draws Delegates
New

York — Headed for the M-G-M annual sales convention to be held in Los

Angeles May 1-2 are 28 delegates from the
central territory. Boarding the special
train which came through from New York
were: Fred Bartow, Max C. Brodsky, Edna
Frank, Frank P. Ishmael, John G. Kemptgen, Felix Mendelssohn, Theodore P. Mendelssohn and David E. Ross of Chicago;
Poster B. Gauker, Robert D. McRaven,
William Parker, William F. Sheehan, Herbert A. Wagner and Wade W Willman of
Indianapolis: Joseph H. Imhof, Edward J.
Lipson, Joseph McMahon, Louis W. Orlove,
Max Schwartz, Jack A. Shumow and Samuel Shurman of Milwaukee, and Walter E.
Manford, Herbert Bennin, Earl Herndon,
John X. Quinn, George F. Reilly, Clarence
R. Ritzier and Irving Waterstreet of St.
Louis.
20th-Fox
New

York

—

the

central

area at 20th-Fox’s annual sales convention
starting May 31 on the west coast will be
delegates from four cities.
Chicago: Clyde W. Eckhardt, A. M. Van
Dyke. E. P. Gi'ohe, Harold Loeb,
Goodamote, Fred Sliter, Milton
Fred

Harold
Simon,

Wagner and A. L. Monette. Indianapolis: George T. Landis, J. R. Neger, H.

L. Hancock, Gaylord J. Black. P. McCleaster, J. L. Dotterer and E. Orsenigo. Milwaukee: John H. Lorentz, Harris Horwitz,
George Edgerton, C. R. Michel, Meyer
Kahn

and S. S. Kohlberg. St. Louis: Benjamin B. Reingold, Joseph A. Feld, George
H. Ware, L. J. Williams, Abe Eskin, Miss
Florence Patke and Arthur McManus.

GB

NATIONAL

RELEASE

page

DATES

Paramount Plans
to Roadshow Two

113)

been increased by approximately twenty
twenty-five thousand.
OuTSTATE Likewise Building

to

In the suburbs and in the towns farther
out in Illinois and the neighboring states
the situation is even more alarming. Many
towns where several houses have been in

Hollywood — Roadshow

exhibition

prac-

tices by the major companies received another boost in their current revival when
Paramount

existence long enough to become substantial and established institutions are now
faced with the addition of not only one

this week

announced

the end-

ing of a seven-year hiatus with its decision to two-a-day a pair of forthcoming productions and give special showmanship handling to a third.
The company, which has not roadshowed

but in many cases two or more new theatres. For many months the circuits, especially in Illinois, have been on the hunt for
spots. At the same time, many individuals
have shown inclinations to build theatres.
In the latter cases, the circuits which are
all too often encroached upon threaten to

its product for that length of time, presumably because of the retrenchment policies which hit the studios with the coming
of the economic depression, will give extended runs and two-a-day bookings to

retaliate by building more houses to “protect their interests.” Also, a number of
exhibitors in the towns have been keeping
some houses closed in favor of other houses

“Souls at Sea,” maritime drama co-starring Gary Cooper and George Raft, in June,
and similar special release will be given

they own, but threats of new buildings are
forcing them to open the dark ones to

“High, Wide and Handsome,”
Irene Dunne is starred.

"lock out” if possible the prospective
comers

Prepares

Reprecenting

from

net results of all this activity, according to the aforementioned observers,
only be a terrific overseating which

must eventually “split” the business and
drive the profits of any individual theatre
downward — a decidedly unhealthy condition. Another result is the consquent sharp
increase of competitive activity among opposition houses and an upheaval of former
friendly relations between exhibitors who

creased, almost out of proportion to the
curve of the general national prosperity,
the equipment men feel that if only the
“fittest” survive, among the many who
might fall by the wayside must be found
some of their new customers, and the vendor will discover that bills cannot be met
and that he will again have the equipment

have for years “got along” nicely with each
other. The survival of the fittest must
become
tions.

the prevailing
Can

Hurt

rule in such

Equipment

which

Leo McCarey’s production, “Make Way
for Tomorrow,” while not on a roadshow
basis, will have its world premiere and an
extended run at the Criterion Theatre, New
York, opening on May 7.

new-

The
can

in

situa-

back on his hands in “used” condition.
When analyzed from an unbiased viewpoint. the situation in its entirely looks
like one where over-expansion can easily
become a Frankenstein, and a quick and

Firms

In the equipment business, where much
benefit has accrued from the increased
building activities, some of the alarm is
also being felt. Although sales have in-

thorough application of the brakes
haps the order of the day.

SET

is per-

New York — Two new productions have
been set for early release nationally by
George

W.

Weeks.

GB

general

sales man-

WARNING!

ager. They are “The Tenth Man.” May
15: and “Talk of the Devil.” with Ricardo
Cortez and Sally Eilers, June 1.

NEW
Jefferson

This is to notify all exhibitors and others that we

CORPORATIONS
City,

Mo. — The

of all distribution rights in this territory over

Secretary

'^Tomorrow's

of

State's office has issued certificates of incorporation to Road Shows, Inc., and the
Suburban Theatre Company, both of Kansas City. Both are authorized to operate
theatres and amusement enterprises.
of
E.
M.
in

Road Shows, Inc., will have forty shares
$50 par value stock. Incorporators were:
L. Ellis, 38 shares: and R. P. Brous and
K. Jackson, one share each. All reside
Kansas City.

OUR

REPRESENTATIVES

ARE

CONTRACT

whatever

General Seat Covers, Inc., has been organized in St. Louis to sell and deal in
seat covers of every kind and description
at wholesale and retail. It will have $3,500

843 South

IIG

Children"

"High School Girl"
"Elysia"

Suburban Theatre Company will have
20 shares of $100 par value stock held as
follows: Reuben Finkelstein, one share:
Ben J. Fredman, 10 shares, and Leonard
Ulmann, 9 shares.

capital. Incorporators were: A. V.
teller, H. L. Werges, C. Sieveking.

are the sole owners

All unauthorized

FOR

showings

will be prosecuted

CAPITOL
Wabash

THE

ONLY
THEIR

of any

ONES

WHO

CAN

LEGALLY

EXHIBITION.

of these pictures under

any titles

to the fullest extent of the law.

FILM

EXCHANGES

Avenue
HENRI ELMAN, Pres.

Chicago,

111.
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dale in Riverdale, 111., has been opened
after complete remodeling by Cooney Bros,
and Phil Dieter.

Freddie Rides Again! Such
pEARLESS
was titled a letter from the dim distant
past which the column received the other
day from none other than Fred Mindlin,

We exteiid our sincere condolences to Al
Teplitz of the Circle over the recent loss of
his mother.

whom we once dubbed “Fearless Freddie,”
and who since his insisted that he likes
the moniker. Fred is still press-agenting
hither and yon, and writes an interesting
missive about his present endeavor. He
in the Red

“Murder

is ballyhooing

All of Filmrow
Monday of the

Barn.”

was stunned to hear last
sudden death of Louis

Newhafer, Balaban & Katz district supervisor over the Tower and Maryland theatres. Newhafer passed away suddenly
Monday morning following a heart attack.
H. Lisle Krieghbaum, who operates the
Char-Bel Theatre in Rochester, Indiana,
was a visitor on the Row the other day
for the first time in several months. He
buys all his product out of Indianapolis
except Fox which he gets from Chicago,
and came in to see about some bookings.
He also came to attend Cole Bros. Circus,
currently playing here, as one of their annual guests from Rochester where the circus winters every year.
That picture “Ecstasy" has finally wound
up its run in the Chicago loop, with a total
of 18 weeks to its credit. It played 13 weeks
in the Playhouse, and then was moved to
Warner’s Orpheum for the past five weeks,
where it not only finished its run but also
the theatre. The house is to be dismantled
May 1, when the Warner lease expires and
will he made into a store building.

Chicago — A meeting of all the cashiers
of Warner Theatres here was held in the

CAPA'S "GOING AWAY"
PARTY DRAWS CROWD
Chicago

—

Members

of

the

company’s offices last Wednesday morning
for the purpose of hearing from P. G.

Amusement Publicists Ass’n held a “going
away” party last Tuesday night in their
clubrooms in the Sherman Hotel for the

manager
who

Elisbiirg

with

Ander-

In speaking about his election to the
presidency of the Chicago Film Board of
Trade, Clyde Eckhardt recalled that he was
the first president of that body back in
1919, or thereabouts. Other members of
that first Board, which acted only locally,
and later affiliated with the Hays organization when it came into being, were Ed
Ashmann, now in Milwaukee; Carl Harthill, now in Indianapolis for Monogram;
I. Lesserman, now living in Florida; and
Fred Aiken, who is now the Mayor of
Bocaraton, Florida.
Teitel has taken

the distribution

Another

publicist

Jack

Baker

is back

The Fargo Theatre
recently was all but
again been rebuilt
Saturday, April 10.
Anderson and Glen
The

Dale

BOXOFFICE

Theatre,
::

on

is handling

agentry on “Smashing
Henri Elman.

May

told the girls that

the best

can be detected by the “feel” of the bills.
He spoke for over an hour to his highly
attentive audience of smart young women,
all of whom left with a feeling of having
learned a great deal.

Hamburg
III. — Fire

Hamburg,

Fire
destroyed

the

pro-

jection booth of the theatre here last
week. Quick work on the part of local
firemen and theatre employes confined the
blaze to the booth and permitted orderly
evacuation of the house.
FRISINA

ADDS

TWO

Springfield, III. — Announcement has
been made by J. B. Giachetto, general
manager, that the Prisina circuit has
taken over the two theatres in Fulton, Mo.

club’s

The Dreamland Theatre

the

local

the press-

the Vice Trust”

THE HOUSE
L. C. and
CARSOIV

OF GOOD

F. E. Caswell.
CITY,

4704

E. Ninth

Kansas

Jr.

MICHIGAN

January

25, 1937

St.

City, Mo.

Gentlemen:
I am
no

a

occasion

to express
the

Picture

subscriber
to write
my

to your
before

complete

Guide;

there

magazine

I wish

and

to take

satisfaction

with

is certainly

nothing

Yours

very

as I have

had

this opportunity

it, and

especially

lacking

in it.

truly,

for
(Signed)

in Geneva, 111., which
destroyed by fire, has
and was opened on
It is operated by Fred
LeKander.
formerly

PICTURES

BOXOFFICE

in

Illinois, Indiana and Wisconsin on “Carnival in Flanders," prize winning picture
now playing at the Playhouse.

scene.

the

bills right now

in the territory is

goes into Fred

son’s Naper Theatre in Naperville, III. He
was formerly manager for Anderson at
Sandwich.

Abe

Drautzberg

Bob Hope, both of the “Red Hot and Blue”
show currently appearing in Chicago.
About 60 members of CAPA, their wives
and friends were in attendance.

and presented
traveling gift.

of spurious

way to detect “phoney” money was on the
“green” side of the bills. A green color, he
said, is the most difficult in the world to
match, and just a slight difference in shade
of green is usually to be noted. Another
point he made is that the quality of the
paper is also usually slightly different, and

so highly successful in the circuit’s Julian
Theatre, located in the heart of Chicago’s
large Swedish settlement on Belmont Ave.
The critics who will accompany Elisburg
on the trip are Doris Arden of the Daily
Times, Dorothy Deere of the American,
Carol Frink of the Herald aiid Examiner,
and Clark Rodenbach of the Daily News.
They were all present at the party as
guests of honor along with Elisburg. Other
guests of honor were Jimmy Durante and

Alger’s Hub Theatre in Rochelle, 111., succeeding Ralph Taflinger, who has taken
another job in Lima, Ohio.
new

A prevalence

prompted the meeting, which was presided over by Charles H. Ryan and A. H.
Barron of the Warner office.

CAPA president, Herb Elisburg, and the
local movie critics who left Friday on the
steamer Gripsholm for a trip to Sweden
and other European countries.
Essaness Theatres have arranged and
are paying for the entire trip which will
include not only the European vacation
lasting four weeks but also a trip through
the Swedish motion picture studios where
are produced the pictures which have been

The party was arranged by Bill Crouch,
Chicago representative of Quigley Publications, who acted as master of ceremonies

Another

Drautzberg of the United States Secret Service money.
on the subject of detecting counterfeit

Chicago

William Kassul, who hails from Spring
Valley, 111., has been made manager of

R. S. Helson,

Cashiers Sharpen
Bogus Money Eyes

F.

E.

Caswell

Manager.

the River-

1, 1937.
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Firm Stand Is Urged
on Foreign Restrictions
New

York — Warning that American motion picture companies must stand on

guard

against

our producing -distributing structure was
sounded here this week by Phil Reisman,
general

manager in charge of foreign distribution for RKO. upon his return from
a four-month world tour.
All countries, he found, want American
companies to make pictures domestically,
either to establish production plants or
help bolster weak industries. Pointing out
the virtual impossibility of such a move,
partially on the basis of past experience,
and taking into consideration the growing
nationalistic feeling throughout the world
and the desire to grab some of the film
dollars going to America, Reisman stressed
that the industry in the United States
must take a firm stand.
Australia

May

Ease

Quota

This, he said, should consist of an unyielding attitude toward those governments
who seek to impose more drastic restrictions and quota laws.
do

25%

growing restrictions and encroachments in foreign countries aimed at

“We should tell them that we can either
business in their country or we will

withdraw," he declared. "We will quit because we are being forced out by uneco-

Rejection Right

"Down

Under"

New York — While exhibitors in the
United States are hot and bothered

— Louis B. Goulden, who for
years has been president of
Square Theatre Co., which
Fountain Square, Granada

and

the Sanders theatres here, has disposed of his interests and has tendered
his resignation as president and director
of the company.
Goulden is president of the General Theatres Corp., which operates the Tower Theatre on South Illinois St. here, and also
is president of the Stanley Theatres, Inc.,
operator of theatres in various small towns
in the state.

Now

Is Monogram

118

hood.parents
by

of children

in the

neighbor-

Mannie Marcus and his family have returned to Ft. Wayne after speridmg a
month in Florida.
Lee Goldberg, president, Big Feature
Rights Corp., spent Saturday in the city
planning the expansion of the local branch.
The company has acquired the H. H. Van
Loan pictures for Indiana distribution, and
four reissues of United Artists pictures.

Visitors: U. V. Young, Gary; S. W. Neall,
Kokomo: Frank Forrest, Boonville; Harry
Vonderschmitt, Bloomington; Jack Rose,
Chicago, and Fred Dolle, Louisville, Ky,

hi the province of
lia, exhibitors have
jection privilege.
tuted for a quota

Victoria, Austraa 25 per cent reThis was substiprovision at the

Don
Co.

K. Smith,

manager,

National

spent

the

Theatre

Supply

forepart

of the

attending

a

managers’

he said, the

exhibitors are setting up a committee under government aegis to regulate the price of film rental. It is
getting

somewhat difficult for distributors to operate in those countries, he added.

lirUPIIIAWAPOILllS

The

Harry

meeting.
week in Chicago

exhibitors’ request.
And in Neiv Zealand,

Ernest

Miller

has

contracted

for pro-

jectors, screen, lenses, transverter and carpet for his new Cinema Theatre. The house
will open about the middle of May.
The

Indiana

Theatre

will be reopened

by Tom Devine. There will be stage and
screen shows. The house will open May 1
and close during the summer months.

Filmack

Diamond

Bid

Chicago — Irving Mack’s baseball team,
“The Filmacks,” gaily decorated in brand
new green and gold uniforms, enters the
Filmrow League this year with the avowed
intention of winning the pennant. Last
year the pennant

went

to B. & K. Outfit.

name

of the Colonial Theatre, Indianapolis, has been changed to the Empress Theatre.

Mrs. Fred Wagoner, wife of the GB
branch head in Indianapolis, is confined to

EXCLUSIVE

DISTRIBUTORS

Chicago & Indianapolis
Film Territories
FOR

MOTIOGRAPH
MODEL HU DE LUXE
PROJECTOR
•
Everything

For the Theatre

GUERCIO & BARTHEL CO.
!l(IS

niilm.sli

Ate.

C IIICAfJO

GER-BAR,
us

N.

Illinois

Inc.
St.

INDIAlVAI'OlilS

Milwaukee — Midwest Film Co., Inc., of
which Charles W. Trampe is president, has
changed its name
Film Co., Inc.

Garrick Theatre is now having Saturday matinee showings. The plan was
adopted after many requests were made

Returning from a globe -encircling
business trip, Phil Reisman, in
charge of RKO export, reported that

Billy Connors, Marion. Ind., exhibitor, is
taking an active part in the reconstruction
and re-equipment of the Marion airport.

Indianapolis
the past ten
the Fountain
operates the

The

Vonderschmitt, Bloomington operator, has installed new equipment in his
Strand Theatre, Crawfordsville.

RKO’s intention unless the quota provision
was modified. As a result of those conferences, there is a prospect of relaxation in

Sells Interests

after a serious op-

a ten-point trade practice program and other concessions, their
brothers in the Antipodes have it
pretty soft.

J^ERMAN BOOTH, GB Cincinnati branch
manager, spent the weekend in Indianapolis on business.

Louis B. Goulden

Hospital

over

nomic regulations.’’
Reisman caused a stir recently in Sidney, Australia, when he informed Premier
Stevens of New South Wales that was

the quota, he said, and two "unofficial”
representatives of the N. S. W. government
are planning to come to New York for
further discussions.

the Methodist
eration.

to Monogram-Midwest

TH^ffEREQUIPWENT

HONE’SSystems
Magic PHVoice
OTOPSound
1. ORIGINAL ROTARY SOUND HEADS
2. CELLULAR HI & LOW FREQUENCY
HORNS
3. PUSH PULL ATTACHMENTS FOR
THE NEWEST PUSH PULL RECORDINGS
Prices You Can Afford to Pay
Sold Outright

•—

Not Leased

Now Being Built and Shipped From
Our New Modern Plant in Indianapolis, Ind.
For Information
Call or Write Your Nearest Office

RCA MEG. CO., Inc.
A. E. KLEIN
589 E Illinois St.
CHICAGO
Delaware 4300

Mich.
LaSalle
J. F. &O'BRIEN
INDIANAPOLIS
Cherry 4800
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DIYORCEMENT nGHT TO CONTimiE
Kane Takes Stock

at Newspa
Slap Free
Showspers'
Minneapolis — Newspapers

of Minn. Legislature
Minneapolis — Results of the recent Min-

nesota legislative session were highly gratifying to Northwest Allied States, according
to S. D. Kane, its executive secretary who
was one of the organization’s lobbyists in
St. Paul.
A number of bills injurious to the independent exhibitor were introduced during
the session, but none was passed, Kane
points out.
Escape

Discriminatory

Taxes

The fact that the motion picture industry was not singled out for any discriminatory tax was especially pleasing to Kane.
A proposal for a state theatre admission
tax was voted down by a substantial majority.
Failure of the anti-theatre gift night bill
to emerge from committee caused many an
independent exhibitor to heave a sigh of
relief, Kane says. This proposal had the
trade considerably worried, he points out.
Down

Rest

Day

Bill

A bill aimed at the theatres, requiring
that employes be given one day rest in
seven at current wage and salary scales
would have increased overhead considerably. Opposed by Northwest Allied, it never
reached the floor of either branch for a
vote.
Another measure fought successfully by
Northwest Allied would have inaugurated
daylight saving in Minnesota.

Ray Peterson Killed
Fremont,

Neb. — Word

has been

received

of the accidental death in California of
Ray Peterson, formerly an exhibitor here.
Peterson had hailed a ride on a truck after
his auto ran out of gasoline near Pasadena.
He was killed when a passing vehicle sideswiped the truck. His widow and a daughter survive.

are com-

ing in for criticism from theatres
here for the free and other types of
shows which they are staging in competition with the Showhouses, their
large advertisers. On the heels of a
big Joe Louis boxing show, the Star
last week put on a big free baseball
show at the Auditorium the day before the opening of the baseball season here. It drew more than 7,500
people.
The past week the Journal’s free
cooking school at the Auditorium has
been drawing capacity crowds afternoons and cutting in to the theatre
matinee trade seriously.

Admissions Level
Tho Costs Mount
Minneapolis — Although

prices are pretty

much along the line and costs generally
continue to rise, theatres in the territory
still apparently do not see their way clear
to boost admissions.
As far as Boxoffice can learn, nobody
contemplates raising admission prices.
Publix and the big independent circuits
have no plans along these lines.
The general feeling seems to be that
conditions in this particular territory do
not warrant the raise. These conditions
are not nearly so good as in most other
sections of the country.
SCHAEFFER
Sidney,

EXTINGUISHES

Neb. — Operator

FILM FIRE

C. W.

Minneapolis — Failure to put through

the

theatre divorcement bill at the legislative
session which ended last week will not end
the fight to compel producers and distributors to give up theatre ownership and operation in Minnesota, according to W. A.
Steffes, in charge of the national Allied
States’ campaign in this direction.
There will be a special session of the
legislature starting May 24, but it is indicated that that will be devoted entirely to
tax matters and, in consequence, no efforts are expected to revive the divorcement bill for the time being.
Will

Be

Pressed

in 1939

But during the next two years the battle
will be carried to all the legislative districts and when the lawmaking body reconvenes in 1939 the divorcement measure
will be pressed even harder than during
the session just passed, declares Steffes
who is confident that he can put it over
following the present temporary setback.
Then, too, by 1939 it is a virtual certainty that the U. S. supreme court will
have passed on the constitutionality of the
North Dakota divorcement law which the
Minnesota Amusement Co. (Publix) has
announced it will contest in the courts,
Steffes points out. If its validity is upheld as Steffes expects, impetus will be
given to similar legislation in Minnesota,
he believes.
Anti-Zoning

Bill

Dead

The anti-zoning bill, opposed by the vast
majority of independent exhibitors as well
as the exchanges, is believed dead for all
time. Like the divorcement measure, this
measure which required exchanges to release pictures simultaneously to all theatres charging the same admission, was approved by the committees of both branches,
but failed to reach a vote on the floor.

Schaeffer

didn’t wait for the fire department to extinguish a blazing roll of film in the Fox
Theatre’s projection booth here. Instead
he closed the fire shutters, grabbed a fire
extinguisher and had the blaze out by time
firemen arrived.

MIDWEST EDITION Is One of the Seven Sectional Editions in Which BOXOFFICE Is Published Weekly. The
Other Six Editions Are: NEW ENGLAND, MIDEAST, CENTRAL, WESTERN, SOUTHERN, EASTERN.

Battle Will Be Carried to
All Districts, Says
Steffes

GALA
Onawa,

OPENING

Ia. — Opening

AT ONAWA
of the new

500-seat

$35,000 Iowa Theatre here by Mrs. Muriel
Frandsen and Bob Oliver, who also own
the Onawa, was made a civic affair.

JESSE SHLYEN, Midwest Editor, 4704 E. 9th St., Kansas
City, Mo. Phone CHestnut 7777. MAURICE WOLFF, 801
Wesley Temple Bldg., Minneapolis, Minn. PAUL JAMES,
2711 N. 56th St., Omaha, Neb.

Northwest Allied Plans

News

Sequel to National Meet
Minneapolis — Northwest

Allied has start-

ed plans for a convention to be held here
immediately after the national Allied convention May 26 to 28. The local meeting
will be devoted principally to the formulation of a further campaign against percentage pictures and preferred playing
time.
S. D. Kane, Northwest Allied executive
secretary, claims that Twin City members
of his organization and independent exhibitors generally in the territory have
abided by the Northwest Allied “request”
not to buy any new season percentage
deals.
Would

Consider

Boycott

One of the matters to be considered at
the convention here will be the proposal of
a buyers’ strike with the worst offending
exchanges to be picketed by theatre owner members. The pickets would carry banners proclaiming the exchanges “unfair”
to theatre owners. A “boycott” against
the percentage pictures would have teeth
put into it by the requirement of a cash
bond from exhibitors to insure good faith,
under anoher proposal.
Among the exchanges insisting upon
percentage deals, 20th-Fox here claims to
have made the most progress in sales of
new season product. Moe Levy, its district
manager, insists that contracts have been
signed by a number of Twin City exhibitors and that these contracts include percentage deals.

MANAGERS ATTEND
ASHLAND OPENING
Ashland,

Wis. — A number

of Minneapo-

lis branch managers, including Gilbert Nathanson of Republic and Don Woods of
Grand National, were present at the opening of the Miner Amusement company’s
new theatre, the Bay, here. The 750-seat
house represents a $75,000 investment.
The opening attraction was Republic’s
“Hit Parade.” Ashland now has three theatres, Abe Latz operating the other two
houses.

RKO Closes 80 Deals
Minneapolis — L. E. Goldhammer,

branch

manager, states that the local RKO branch
has made approximately 80 new-season
deals to date. In number, he says, the
exchange is even with the corresponding
period a year ago.

Gillis Opens House
Wahpeton,

N. D. — Leo

Gillis has opened

a new theatre, the New Gillis, here. It is
a 600-seat house and cost $50,000. The
initial attraction was “Personal Property.”
Guests included Morrie Abrahams, special
M-G-M exploiteer, from Minneapolis.
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Night Baseball Bogey
Before Exhibs
Minneapolis — Twin City exhibitors
have a new cause for summer worry.
The

Minneapolis and St. Paul American Ass'n baseball teams are to
launch night baseball, starting in
July. Two night games will be played each week, according to present
plans. This is something that Twin
City showhouses have not had to
contejid with up to this time. Under
any circumstances, summer affords
tough going for theatres here. There
are so many lakes throughout the
state to lure fishermen and other
resorters, the many miles of boulevards and good roads coax the motorists and the numerous parks and
lakes in the city are a mecca for the
public during the warm weather.

PATRON

in Brief

1^

R. CLIFFORD
is building a new
and
beautifulNorine
500-seat
theatre at
Frederic, Wisconsin, to replace his old theatre that was recently destroyed by fire.
Mr. Norine states that when this new
building is completed, it will be one of the
most beautiful theatres to be found anywhere in Western Wisconsin. Only the
finest equipment obtainable has been purchased for this new theatre, which includes
latest type ULTAPHONE SOUND SYSTEM
and five hundred deluxe AIR-LOC fullupholstered chairs. The new theatre is
scheduled to be complete and ready to
open on or about June 1.

Mr. B. R. Bly is completely remodeling
his Bula Theatre, Ashtabula, Ohio. Included with other improvements was the
purchase of eight hundred deluxe AIRLOC full-upholstered chairs, purchased
from AIR-LOC SEAT INDUSTRIES, INC.

SUES FOR

$550 CASH
Minneapolis — Another

AWARD

suit arising from

a theatre gift night — the third action of its
kind in recent months — has been filed in
the Twin Cities. Eva Janet Lonetti is
suing the Northland Amusement Co. of
Minneapolis for $550 which she alleges she
won in its Roxy Theatre gift night drawing, and payment of which was refused her.
Mrs. Lonetti avers that the reason the
Roxy would not pay her was because marriage had changed her name. The name
draw was that of Eva Janet Knopps which
was her name at the time she registered
when she was still single. When her maiden name was drawn and she went to
claim the prize as Mrs. Lonetti the theatre would not come across, she alleges.
David Gillman, secretary of the Northland company, recently was fined $550
when a jury found his theatre gift nights
were lotteries in violation of the state law.

MINNY WORLD FACES
SUIT OVER ACCIDENT
Minneapolis — T. M.

Cundy,

The Wayne Theatre at Greenville, Ohio,
owned and operated by Mr. A. Macci has
let contract with AIR-LOC SEAT INDUSTRIES, INC., for 650 deluxe AIR-LOC fullupholstered chairs, with installation scheduled for the early part of May.

Mr. Mike Enrico of the Grand Theatre,
Benld, Illinois, has purchased through the
office of George A. Busher of St. Louis,
Missouri, latest type ULTRAPHONIC
SOUND SYSTEM. Mr. Busher is the St.
Louis distributor of ULTRAPHONE
SOUND SYSTEMS.

Mr. Edw. "Velat of the Radio Theatre,
St. Paul, is making improvements in his
theatre, which improvements jnclude a
new
JEWELL
RANGEULTRAPHONE
SOUND SYSTEM.
The "WIDEtheatre
closes down on May 1st and is scheduled
to reopen on Thursday, May 6th.

special ad-

ministrator for the estate of William B.
Jones, has filed suit for $7,650 damages
against the World Theatre here.
Jones and Mrs. Mary Kuffel were killed
last November when their auto was smashed into by a car owned by the World Theatre and which had been stolen from in
front of the showhouse.
It is alleged by Cundy that the theatre
company employes negligently left the
doors of the stolen car unlocked and the
keys inside.

Mr. Billy Gowan of the Orpheum Theatre, Ortonville, Minnesota, purchased deluxe AIR-LOC full-upholstered chairs
from AIR-LOC SEAT INDUSTRIES, INC.
Installation is scheduled for the early part
of May. — Adv.
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Bank Night Out of
Carthage, Joplin
Kansas

City — Bank

Night

has been

dis-

continued in Carthage and Joplin, Mo., by
Fox Midwest Theatres.
Decision to discontinue came the end of
last week following failure to secure a
temporary injunction against Charles R.
Warden, prosecuting attorney at Joplin.
Two week ago Warden issued a general
order to theatres to stop use of Bank Night,
Screeno, and similar schemes.
Restrainer

DICKINSON OPENING
ATTRACTS FILMITES
Beloit,

Kas. — ^The remodeled

Dickinson

here was formally opened April 27. Many
of the exchange managers from Kansas
City and leading exhibitors within a 75mile area of Beloit attended the affair.
William J. Gable is in charge of the house.
Dickinson
Pleasant

in Pleasant

Hill, Mo. — The

Hill

Glen

W.

Denied

Fox Midwest attorneys asked Judge Wilbur J. Owen of the circuit court for a
restraining order, but Judge Owen turned
down the application. Attorneys for Fox
Midwest and for Harley Freyr, manager
of the Fox at Joplin, contended that the
promotion doesn’t constitute a lottery.
Warden based his order on a recent opinion
from the attorney general’s office that it is
a lottery. They contended that the third
element of a lottery, consideration, is not
involved. Besides, attorneys said, the supreme court of the state has not passed
on the issue, which it will do May 5 when
a test case is reviewed. This is the Missouri vs. McEwan case in which Judge
Marion D. Waltner of the circuit court,
Kansas City, last year handed down a
decision pronouncing Bank Night not to
be a lottery. (R. W. McEwan is Bank
Night distributor in this area.)

Dick-

inson Theatres, Inc., has assumed control
of the Peoples Theatre here. Wayne Jenkins, who has owned and operated the
house for some time, will remain as manager. The house is to be remodeled and
redecorated.

Continue Efforts
to End Giveawags
Kansas

City — Independents

here haven’t

given up hope of eliminating cash and
china giveaways, although the initial effort in that direction culminated in failure
April 19, when Rube Finkelstein of the
Belmont and Jay Means of the Oak Park
and Bagdad did not sign.
Unofficially, independents are continuing
their efforts to secure a united front in
opposition to extra-theatre promotions.

As usual

NATIONAL
again REDUCES

PRICES!

Order Now
. . . those repair parts so badly

needed.

Not nec-

essary to specify "GENUINE SIMPLEX", as NATIONAL sells only the GENUINE ARTICLE, precision

VARIETY CLUB HEARS
OF CHARITABLE WORK
Kansas

City — One

made

to micrometer

which

builds your SIMPLEX

of the largest crowds

in the history of Variety Club here attended the first luncheon meeting in the
new clubrooms on Filmrow Monday and
were unanimously deKghted with the return engagement of Tom Collins, Sunday
editor of the Kansas City Journal-Post and
an A No. 1 bon moter.

to Crippled

Present to help serve were Ward Scott,
T. R. Thompson, Sam Abend, Earl Jameson, R. R. Biechele, Finton Jones, Nelson
Burrus, Paul Hannon, John Chrisman,
Benny Benjamin, Bill Warner, Bill Truog,
Gus Kubitzki, Charley Gregory, Arthur
Cole, Claud Morrie, Frank Hensler,
Mrs. Claud Morris, who played the piano;
Mrs. Hensler, Mrs. Harris Wolfberg, Mrs.
Fred Trigg, June Medcalf, Mrs. Prank
Bowen and Mrs. Eleanore Walton.
BOXOFnCE
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36/o

That’s what you save IN CASH
when NATIONAL ships GENUINE SIMPLEX PARTS. Grief and
cuss words are eliminated because
THEY FIT PERFECTLY . . . !
iGot Powers projectors? 36% distoo) . count on GENUINE Powers parts,

Children

Cole reported that after seeing “The
Hills of Old Wyoming” and a “Popeye”
last Friday, the children from the R. J.
DeLano school were taken to Variety Club
and served ice cream, cookies and candy
by barkers.

in the factory

PROJECTOR.

DISCOUNT

In the absence of Chief Barker E. C.
Rhoden, Assistant Chief Barker Finton
Jones presided. Arthur Cole reported on
the occasion April 23 when the club was
host to approximately 40 crippled children
from the R. J. DeLano school.
Hosts

measurements

.00

Genuine Simplex
KANSAS CITY
223 W. 18lh Street
’hones; HArrison 325G-'
Night, WAbash 2951
JAckson 8082
I. W. Shreve, Mgr.

Rear Shutters— NOW
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h
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A
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MINNEAPOLIS
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A. T. Crawmer,

Mgr.
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Monogram Takes Over
Two Majestic Offices
Dks Moines — Monogram Film Distributors this week acquired the Omaha and
Des Moines exchanges of Max Wintroub’s
Majestic Pictures. The new Monogram
company will liquidate all present and contracted product of Majestic. The office
space of Majestic here will be occupied by
the remodeled Warner exchange.
Strickand

Heads

Omaha

Office

W. H. (Bill) Strickland will be in charge
of the Omaha exchange at 1505 Davenport
St., under the supervision of L. O. (Bob)
Ringler, Monogram lowa-Nebraska cofranchise holder. Strickland is a 12-year
veteran in the Omaha territory. He was
with Universal six years in Omaha and
branch manager in Sioux Falls. He resigned from RKO last week. Lew Wintroub will be retained for a period of six
months in the Omaha Monogram office.
F. E. Judd is at the helm of the recently opened Des Moines office at 515-A
Tenth St.
Physical distribution in Omaha will be
handled by Rogers Omaha Film Distributing Depot, which has opened a shipping
inspection and film storage establishment
in the old Universal building. The office,
although small, is comfortable, conveniently located and completely remodeled and
redecorated throughout. The front will be
finished in structural black vitrolite glass,
and the sign containing the words “Monogram Pictures” will cover the entire top
of the building.
WiNTROUB
Kansas

Keeps

City — The

office

in

Kansas City is being retained by Max Wintroub, according to Miriam Wintroub, local manager.

BARKER

CHIEF LAUDS

OMAHA
Omaha — John

TENT'S SHOW
H.

Harris,

re-elected

amusement

bills

concerning the film biz is the antiAscap measure which seeks to make
the music society in restraint of trade
and a trust violation, not to operate
in the state.
Other is the bill to provide for refinancing the state fair grandstand
bond issue, a $250,000 task, the money
to be taken from the state educational lands and funds treasury.

Lincoln — Bank

Night

was

from

or not

there was a consideration of value for participation in Bank Night drawings.
State Attorney General’s office presented
the view that any effort, such as registration, attendance at the theatre, or the giving of one’s time, is a valuable consideration, therefore making Bank Night a violation of the lottery law.

Bluff,

Ia. — Following

Holdrege,

a

decision

Neb. — This town, which

NEW

RAY-BELL

St. Paul — One

HAVE YOU A
MESSAGE

y©«: want to toll yoof
potrottfr oiMMit on th« screen?
f ffmock wflt make your f/oiler.

# Hftlo bwer thoft

FILmnck\
•43 SOUTH

WABASH

order

is with-

PRODUCTION

of the largest companies

of artists ever used by Ray-Bell Films was
employed recently in the preparation of a
business film ad.

Largen
Sound
Systems
''BEAM
POWER”
Perfect Fidelity Amplifiers
FEATURING
"Hushed"

NEW

Background

Reproduction
OXIDE"

EXCITER SUPPLY.—
RECTIFIED "DC"
CALIBRATED

in

the state’s case at Beatrice against Bank
Night, hearing on the Porter Amusement
Co. Bank Night suit here has been postponed until at least May 7. The company
is seeking an injunction against Coimty
Attorney Wilber S. Aten and Sheriff Royal
Hanson to prevent them from stopping
weekly drawings at the Sun Theatre.

speed pli
Quoiily Ift
or Motto

an

out a theatre now, will see free films this
summer at expense of local business men
who have purchased the town hall and
remodeled it at a cost of $2,000. Other
free entertainments also will be staged.

Delay

Neb. — Pending

Mid-

Open Free Shows
Liberty,

"COPPER
Holdrege

the

by Omaha’s Mayor Dan Butler barring
showing of two sex films. Mayor William
Guilfoyle of Council Bluffs also prohibited
showing of one of the films, “The Vice
Racket” at a
Cohn’s Strand. midnight show at Morrie

held a lottery

whether

— Delegates

western area to the Metro annual sales
convention being held May 1-2 in Los Angeles numbered thirty and are as follows:
From Kansas City — Leon Abraham,
Harold Cohen, Edwin Green, Frank C.
Hensler, Joseph Maguire, Joseph Markowitz, Claud E. Morris, Truly B. Wildman
and Harris P. Wolf berg; from Omaha —
Hazel Anderson, H. W. Lambert, Charles
Lieb, Carl Nedley, Harry J. Shumow, Fred
C. Thortsen and Voight B. Trent; from
Des Moines — George M. Baumeister, Howard Dunn, Dexter C. Kennedy, Gerald E.
McGlynn and Sam B. Stoll; from Minneapolis— Morris Abrams, William P. Cameron, Allen S. Clatworthy, Louis H. Cohen,
Sanford Gottlieb, Walter McKean, Alfred
Putz, George W. Turner and William H.
Workman.

Mayor Bars Sex Film

in Nebraska Thursday afternoon by Judge
Messmore of Beatrice, Neb. Immediately
following the decision both sides were expected to take the case to the supreme
court for final adjudication.
of the case was

York

Council

Neb. Bank Night
Declared Lotterg

heavy

circus tax still is discouraging the tent
show and so far none of these exhibitor
headaches have been booked in. The circuses pay $750 a day for three rings, $500
for two rings and $250 fvr carnivals.

122

Two

HAVE YOU A
■■
CHANGE IN
POLICY

Effective Circus Curb
local city coimcil’s

—

New

na-

tional chief barker of Variety at the recent
convention here, has written the Omaha
tent praising it for the show it staged and
predicting that Cincinnati will be hard put
to equal the affair at the 1938 convention.
The show to which Harris referred was
staged by District Manager Evert R. Cummings of Tri-States Theatres in his capacity as chairman of the entertainment
committee.
He made several trips to Chicago seeking acts, finally signing up a hit show
which also included acts from a stage show
the Orpheum played here the same week.

Omaha — The

Lincoln

survived efforts of the sifting committee recently appointed by the Nebraska unicameral legislature to cut
down the load. One most directly

Crux

K. C. Branch
Majestic

Two Amusement Bills
Stay on Calendar

MIDWEST METROITES
SEND CONTINGENT

VOLUME

CONTROL.—

BOOTH MONITOR
SPECIAL
AMPLIFIERBUILT-IN
FOR
HEARING

WITH

AID HOOKUP.

LARGENSOUND
"SUPER
HEADSSERIES"
LARGEN TWO-WAY HORN SYSTEMS
PERFECT REPRODUCTION
PERFECT DISTRIBUTION
IOWA THEATRE. Sheldon. Iowa:
‘The sound is the best we have ever had
in the Iowa."
R. F. EERBERG.

Your UsNext
Try
On

S®0

Order I

. J^TRRILERtO
CHICAGO.

ILLINOIS

MANUFACTURERS
319 NORTH
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About 108 in Kansas Citij
Detiniteli] Set With AFL

CIO Affiliation Is Still
Likely in Kaycee
BCansas

City— Although

the meet-

ing scheduled hy the CIO for Saturday, April 24, was called off by exchange workers interested in seeing
the Row here affiliate with John L.
Lewis’ union, the CIO definitely is
not out of the picture, it is said at
the office of Albert Brilliant, CIO
organizer for the district. While what
the action of the Lewis affiliate will
he had not been determined, it is indicated that lATSE, AFL affiliate,
will not have a clear field on Filmrow. Under the Wagner labor law
recently upheld by the U. S. supreme
court, the union that gets a majority
enrolled in its organization will speak
for the entire group of workers. One
of the two unions working here must
get over 50 per cent.
The lATSE was slated to organize,
elect officers, and get a charter Tuesday, April 27.

Kansas

FULTON ADDS K. C.
STRAND TO CIRCUIT
Kansas

GRAND NATIONAL
SHUFFLES PERSONNEL
Kansas

City — Several

shifts have

been

made at Grand National here. Pat Pinnell has gone to Salt Lake City as branch
manager for the company, succeeding W.
W. McKendrick.
Bill Kubitzki, booker since the exchange
opened, and before that booker for Consolidated (now Monogram), has been promoted to salesman.
Ralph Scherzer, five years booker with
Educational and four years with 20th-Century-Fox, becomes booker for the exchange,
succeeding Kubitzki. J. Erwin Dodson has
resigned as salesman.
Russell Borg, branch manager, will announce two new appointments on his return from the national convention in Los
Angeles, May 16-19.

KAYCEE NSS UNIT
WILL OPEN MAY
K-ansas

City — ^National

Screen

W. I. McKINBTHY

J.

McKinstry,

projectionist at the Mainstreet here for
number of years, and past president of
LATSE operators’ local 70, died April 24 at
the age of 54. Two of the sons, Dave and
William jr., are projectionists in local theatres.
WELLSVttLE
Wellsville,

COMMUNITY

ICas. — J.

J.

has

opened the Community Theatre here. He
formerly operated the Princess at Bunceton. Mo.
BOXOFnCE

:: May 1, 1037

City — Frank

Hensler,

exchange

manager for M-G-M, this week was reelected president of the Kansas City Bowling Assn. Hensler has handled the Variety
Club-Kansas City Star bowling tournament
for charity each winter it has been held.

LTC Pay Boost
Lincoln — House

managers

108

ex-

up. Ray Gandy, member of the operators’
local, is contacting front office employes —
stenographers, etc., and union officials expect a representative group of them at the
meeting next Tuesday, along with bookers.
Attendance April 27 was limited to shippers, inspectresses, poster clerks.
Around

300 Eligible

to Join

It is estimated by union officials that
there are approximately 300 employes on
Filmrow eligible for membership in the
new union. This means that they will have
to get over 150 to have a majority and
become, under the Wagner act, spokesman
for all exchange employes. Election of officers in the new union was postponed
Tuesday by union officials until next week
when front office employes and bookers
are expected to be represented, and when
the union hopes to have more than 150
“obligated.”
The CIO group has not yet scheduled
further official meetings.

in the Lincoln

Theatre Corp. will all get salaries boosted
within the next two months, according to
an office edict at the regular weekly meeting with City Manager Jerry Zigmond.

EGGLESTON
Atwood,

SELLS

ATWOOD

Kas. — E. W. Bastian

has bought

the Atwood Theatre from Wayne Eggleston.

IDEAL CHAIRS
for Better Seating Comfort
Built to EkcqI —
Not Just to Compete
Ideal chairs fit the seating bill to a T . . . Serviceable deep spring cushions . . . Distinctively
modem design . . . Patented adjustable stemdords . . . Self aligning
hinges . . . Silent operation . . . Freedom from the necessity of oiling
and servicing . . . Crack-proof and color-fast upholstery.
These are only a few of the many features that make
them the best seating value you could possibly buy.
SEE PAGES

32 and 43 in the MODERN

EXCLUSIVE

STEiBINS

OPEN

Kametz

suburban

Hensler Re-elected
Kjinsas

Service

DIES

City— William

Strand,

7

will formally open its new Kansas City
branch at 1706 Wyandotte, May 7. The
new plant, a two-story building with 10,000
square feet of space, w^ill distribute trailers and accessories in Kansas and western
Missouri.
Charles E. Gregory is branch iimnager
and B. W. Chipman, formerly in the Chicago branch, will be office manager.

Kansas

City — The

house at 36th St. and Troost Ave., became a Mutual Theatre over the weekend.
W. D. Pulton took over the house from W.
L. Norris and W. P. Humston, who are
devoting their full time to distribution of
Monogram pictures.
The Strand gives Pulton six Kansas
City, Mo., theatres. The others are Southtown, Colonial, Tivoli, Mokan and LaSalle.
In addition, he has the State, Kansas City,
Kas., and the Howard, Arkansas City, Kas.
For the present Fulton and Joe Greene,
Mutual general supervisor, will handle the
newly acquired theatre.

City — Approximately

change employes met at Musicians’ Hall,
lATSE headquarters here, Tuesday evening, paid their first dues and were “obligated” as members of the as yet unnamed exchange workers union. Front office employes and bookers did not attend,
according to union officials, and efforts
will be made this week to get them lined

MIDWEST

THEATRE

THEATRE

SECTION

DISTRIBUTORS

EQUIPMENT

COMPANY

“The Independent Exhibitor's Best Friend for 38 Years."
Telephone GRand 0134
Night Phone DRexel 2791
1804 WYANDOTTE ST.
KANSAS CITY, MO.
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Tri-States Shifts
RONALD

GUTTMAN, popular GB salesman, soon to depart from ranks of
Filmrow bachelors. The lucky girl is Miss
Sylvia Wasserman. The wedding is scheduled for early June.
Bob

La Finer of Publix is still in the

U. S. Veter ajis’ Hospital, recovering from
an operation. L. J. Ludwig, Publix general manager, also continues on the sick
list.
Mother of Katharine Hepburn
lecture on birth control.

here for a

Harry Hirsch’s Gayety (stock burlesque)
closes May 2 for the summer, after a highly successful spring season. Harry himself
will hie to Florida for a month’s rest.
Before departing for Des Moines to advance into the sales’ staff, Bill Soper of
the Universal accessory department here
invested in a brand new auto.
Max Roth, Republic district manager, in
town for a few days and conferring with
Publix regarding “The Hit Parade,” his
company’s musical smash hit.
Leo Blank, Warner
ager, a visitor.

wholesale

shifting

of execu-

tives necessitated by Tri-States’ partnership deal with Harry Schiller in the new
Grand at Grand Island, Neb., is announced
by District Manager Evert R. Cummings.
Eddie Forester, city manager at Grand
Island until Schiller’s appointment to that
job, comes here as manager of the Omaha
Theatre. Jimmy Schlatter, Omaha manager, goes to Sioux City as manager of
Tri-States’ biggest house there, the Orpheum.
Breck Fagin, who came to Omaha from
the Piaza and Uptown at Kansas City, as
assistant manager of the Paramount last
November, and later moved to the Orpheum as assistant when the Paramount
was closed, goes to Grand Island as house
manager of the Capitol and publicity director for the other two Tri-States houses
there as well.
Don Shane, who has been assistant manager of the Sioux City Orpheum, comes to
Omaha as assistant to Manager Bill Miskell of the Orpheum.

Bros, district man-

Ralph Cramblett, United Artists’ branch
manager, is vacationing, but his destination
is being kept a secret.
United Artists sent a special exploiteer,
Bernie Evans, from Kansas City to work
on “History Is Made

Managers in Deal
Omaha — A

at Night.’’

Walter Branson, RKO district manager,
here for brief business visit.
Orpheum introduced candid camera contest to Minneapolitans during engagement

IIL III M C Cl IIL M
JACK THOMA, Columbia’s mighty mite,
was here confabing with Milton Overman
Bob Livingston celebrated his 34th birthday last week, he says. If this is so, his
birthday cake was only carrying 15 spare
candles. By the way, Mrs. Bob (Barbara)
ivill be home from Arizona Wednesday.
She’s been riding herd on that case of
sinus.

of stage show, “Stripping the Stars,’’ with
$10 for best photo of undressing before
husband demonstration from audience.

Now that Harry Schiller and Frank Van
Husan and “Epp” Eppley have agreed May
5 will be the opening date for the New

“Nickey” Goldhammer announces that
Publix Northwest has bought the short, “A
Day With the Dionnes’ Quintuplets,” for
its entire circuit.

Grand, Grand Island, there’s practically
nothing left to write about. And it doesn’t
look like Eddie Forester is going to get on
the way to that new job until near the
middle of the month.

Now that the state legislature is out of
session for 30 days, S. D. Kane, Northwest
Allied States’ executive secretary, will be
able to get a little rest. Protecting the interests of independent exhibitors, Kane
was on hand morning, noon and night
during the session which ended last week.
W. A. Steffes is another who battled hard
for his pet measure, the divorcement bill.
He gave liberally of his time and efforts.
Out-of-town exhibitors visiting Filmrow
included Joe Milner, Spring Valley, Minn.;
John Filler and son. Valley City, N. D.,
and E. T. Bank, St. Charles, Minn.
Universal

salesmen

will get their first

trip in many years at the company’s expense this month to the Los Angeles sales
convention at the Hotel Biltmore. Frank
Mantzke and the boys depart May 12.
United Artists here is now in first place
in its division in played and earned dates
in the George Schaefer drive. On the
drive’s home stretch, the sales staff is
working hard.
124

Mary Fislar, University of Nebraska coed, was given a screen test at Paramount
and offered a part in Joe Fenner’s new
picture, but turned it down. Mary was one
of 19 gals sent to the coast as guests of
the Comedian’s Congress.
Walter Shuttee, who’s been visiting on
the local scene, was joined this week by
Lou Finske, of Denver. Finske was bearing with him regards for all and sundry
from E. A. Patchen in Pueblo. Patchen
never writes a letter unless he can tell a
story, and unless the Colorado miners come
in to tell him one, his correspondence
suffers.
Legislature is about over — and the
amusement game is ready to let go a big
sigh of relief. The biz will owe a big debt
of gratitude to Senator Bill Haycock, Bob
Livingston, Max G. Towle and Charlie Williams. Incidentally, it made everybody feel
very good inside to hear George Jessel call
for a bow from Charlie at the Variety Club
banquet in Omaha.

O

MI A

IIHI A

QORDON P. HELD, manager of the New
Strand at Griswold, la., and Mrs. Held
are the parents of a son, whom they have
named Gordon Gregory.
George Jessel reportedly collected $1,250,
plus expenses both ways, for his appearance before the national Variety convention here.
Columbia

Exploiteer Jack Thoma

of Chi-

cago was in town for the “Lost Horizon”
build up. Mrs. Thomas also accompanied
him to visit her parents, Mr. and Mrs. Fred
E. Knell of Omaha.
Local exhibs are wondering

how much

of

a dent the proposed outdoor municipal amphitheatre will put in their receipts. Fortunately the project is still only at the
talking stage.
Wes Booth has equipped his Booth Theatre at Nebraska City with new neon-lighted display boards at each side of the
entrance.
Salute to Nick Arnos sr., one of Omaha’s
first exhibitors and now a salesman for
Majestic Pictures Corp. and Mrs. Amos for
the recent celebration of their 53d wedding anniversary . Amos opened his Elite
No. 1 on lower Douglas St. about the time
the Goldberg Bros, started their first
Omaha house. Elite No. 1 was so prosperous, it was followed by Elite No. 2 a
little farther uptown, Elite No. 3 in South
Omaha and Elite No. 4 on the site of the
present Liberty in Council Bluffs. Amos
also started Lincoln, Wichita and Topeka’s
first theatres. The string grew until he
was operating 16 houses in three states.
Then he began selling his properties. Since
1918 he has been connected with the industry as salesman.
Omer Kenyon, one of the best known
showmen in these parts, has quit as MG-M’s district exploiteer, with headquarters at Des Moines, and gone to Kansas
City as manager of Fairyland Park. He
formerly managed Omaha’s Krug Park.
Bill Youngclaus was a business visitor to
Omaha in connection with his two Grand
Island houses.
Miss Ethel B. Good, secretary to District
Manager Evert R. Cummings of Tri-States,
announces her marriage to Lt. Walter Smit
of Fort Riley will be held in Omaha’s
Baptist church June 3.

First

Opening of the Grand at Grand Island,
Neb., in which Harry Schiller and TriStates are partners, now is definitely set
for May 5, according to District Manager
Cummings.
Dorothy

Olmstead,

secretary to Hymie
Novitsky, Republic-Midwest Omaha manager, this week resigned to join Monogram
Film Distributors, Inc. in Des Moines as
secretary to F. E. Judd, Monogram manager. Miss Olmstead worked with Judd during the four-month period Judd managed
the Republic office in Omaha.
Local chairman of the Rogers Memorial
Hospital fund drive is Branch Manager
D. V. McLucas of United Artists.
BOXOmCE
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JOHN McMANUS, manager of the Mid^ land, who was held up and robbed the
other night by two bandits, lost just $10
more than he might have lost. The evening before he asked John Hardgrove, his
assistant, who “banks” for him, for a ten
spot. Hardgrove had three ones and a
twenty, but no ten. McManus took the
twenty. Police Saturday charged Fred
Martin of Kansas City, Kas., with first
degree robbery in connection with the Midland theft. Martin was arraigned before
Justice Louis J. Mazuch and, pending preliminary hearing May 4, was released on
$3,000 bond. Kenward Ward, Midland
usher, positively identified Martin as one
of the two stickup artists.
J. J. Kametz, who operated the show at
Bunceton, Mo., has moved it to Wellsville.
Beverly Miller, former National Screen
Service manager here, and now Coolaire
Distributing Co. manager, left Houston,
Tex., the other day by air, stopping for
brief appointments at Dallas, Oklahoma
City, Wichita, Kansas City and St. Louis.
He went on to Indianapolis to spend a
week at the factory, and stopped in on
Pilmrow Saturday for a few hours before
returning to Houston. He’s following warm
weather north and will reopen offices at
113 West 18th street in about three weeks.
R. C. LiBeau, district manager for Paramount, held a business conference of
branch managers here April 23. Attending
were Morris Schweitzer, St. Louis; A.
Mendenhall, Omaha; Ray Copeland, Des
Moines, and Joe Manfre, Kansas City.
When Mary Leith Miskell arrived at the
home of William Miskell, manager of the
Orpheum, Omaha, and Mary Miskell, three
or four weeks ago, the newspapers had the
information on the street before Papa Miskell knew. It sounds like a publicity man’s
idea of a good stunt — and was. Ted Emerson, Orpheum publicity man, arranged for
the nurse at the hospital to call the newspapers before calling Mr. Miskell. Mary
Leith already is receiving gifts from men,
which is pretty rapid development even for
a daughter of William Miskell. W. P. Bernfield, UA exploiteer, wrote the Miskells
the other day, “Glad to learn of your first
boxoffice attraction, now showing at
home,” and enclosed a ring for the young
lady.
Don Davis and Harry Somerville of RCA
will leave Kansas City May 12 for Indianapolis and the RCA convention there,
which opens May 13.
A smallpox

and

scarlet fever epidemic

has closed the Virgil, R. H. Morey’s house
at Virgil, Kas.
H. Hanson and Elmer Kunz were scheduled to open the Royal at Burlingame,
Kas., May 1.
C. E. “Doc” Cook of Maryville, Mo., is
getting the basement dug for his new house
at Savannah, Mo.
Ulric "Yic” Williams of the Delphus,
Carthage, Mo., was on Filmrow this week
to report that his father, George Williams,
was defeated in the election for councilman from his ward by 50 votes early in
April. Mrs. Delphus Williams, after whom
BOXOFFICE
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the theatre was named,

has been ill with

the flu. I. P. “Put” Williams, a brother
of “Yic,” also is associated in the operation of the house.
Senn Lawler, director of publicity and
advertising for Fox Midwest, went to Wichita the other day and came back convinced
that prosperity had returned to Kansas.
“One good crop can wipe out ten years of
errors by politicians,” Lawler was told by
one wheat farmer.
For the first time in the history
sas City, although it is riot new
spots, two first run houses showed
picture simultaneously this week.

of Kanin other
the same
The Fox

Tower and Fox Uptown both had “Wake
Up and Live,” Twentieth Century-Fox picture.

• DON

“High Fidelity”
Says:
''The Mas'ic

Mike Roth, Columbia exploiteer, has been
busy like a beaver in his cubby-hole office
in the Orpheum Theatre for the roadshow

Voice

engagement of “Lost Horizon.” He has
effected numerous tieups. A replica of the
fantastic city of Shangri-La set is on dis-

of the

play at Rothschild’s.
Metro Premiums has moved from the
KMTA office to 113 West IZth St., sharing
space with the Standard Film Co. Nat
Schnitzer, general sales manager, headquartering in Boston, is here this week
conferring with I. Weinstein, local mana-

Screen
Has Taken
the Country

ger.W. L. Norris, Paul Humston and Les
Durland of the local Monogram office will

by Storm.

auto it to Chicago for Monogram’s national convention slated for May 7-8.
Miss Leona Lindsey, formerly of the Independent Poster Co., has replaced Virga
Wilkins in the booking department at Universal. Miss Wilkins is now with National
Screen Service.
Among the exhibitors seen on Filmrow
this week were Louis Sosna, Moberly, Mo.;
M. B

Pressley, Savannah, Mo.; J. E. Pennington, Topeka, Kas.; F. L. “Doc” Lowe,
Sterling and Hays, Kas.; Roy Dunnock,
Atchison, Kas.; O. L. Christian, Parker,
Kas.; Glen Newbold, Yates Center, Kas.;
Prank Dodson, Ellsworth, Kas.; Frank
Meade, Kingman, Kas.; Jim Russell, Lancaster, Mo.; J. W. Spielman, Baldwin, Kas.;
Joe Ghosen, Sedalia; A. J. Simmons,
Lamar, Mo.; W. C. Slinker, Strand, Greenfield, Mo.; Wm. Waers, Plattsburg, Mo.;
Elmer Bills, Lyric, Salisbury, Mo.; Warren
L. Weber, Ellinwood, Kas.

Investigate Our
Low Prices,
Low Payments
and
High Quality.
Nothing Else
Comes

Near

Our Proposition
(Turn

to Page 69 for More
Details)

Juveniles to Coast
Kansas

from

City — Five

juvenile

the original Broadway

members

stage play,

“Dead End,” were met Tuesday morning
at the union station by W. P. Bernfield,
UA exploiteer, and two Boxoffice representatives. The quintet, all boys, were en
route to Hollywood to work in the film
being produced by Samuel Goldwyn. The
leading roles will be played by Sylvia Sidney, Joel McCrea and Humphrey Bogart.

Fredonia
Fredonia,

House

Kas. — Perris

AVIS
906 Davidson Bldg — 17th & Main
KANSAS CITY. MO.

to Oxford
Oxford,

projec-

tionist at the Novelty, Wichita, is opening
the second house here, formerly operated
by Art Pugh, who will continue with the
local No. 1 house. Oxford will continue
his duties at Wichita.

The World's Fastest
Growing Sound

Company

n
o
D
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Kansas

Seek First-Run Releases
Kansas

City — Exchange

managers

here

have been asked individually to confer
with a special committee of the Kansas
City, Kans., Theatre Owners Assn, on the
Association’s demands for first-run release
of pictures to the Electric and Granada,
and second-run release of pictures to the
other Kansas City, Kans. houses. Letters
asking the conferences went to exchange
managers last week through the office of
George Baker, president of the Association.
Eleven of the tv/elve Kansas City, Kans.
theatres are included in the Association
group (the State is not a member), which
wants the same first-run privileges for the
Fox Granada and the Electric as are granted Kansas City, Mo., first runs. Other
Kansas City, Kans. houses will then become “second” run. They now claim to
be “third” run.
Officials

Support

Demands

The mayor and other city officials are
supporting the campaign to get first runs
for Kansas City, Kans. The Chamber of
Commerce officially added its weight to
the argument last week, and Judge Joseph
H. McDowell, a city judge, appeared on
KCKN, radio station of the Kansas City
Kansan last week to state that “theatre
owners must fight to remedy this situation.

RUSSELL MOON AT
K. C. MAINSTREET
Kansas

City — Russell Moon

is here from

New York to assist Lawrence Lehman as
manager of the RKO Mainstreet Theatre.
Moon has been with the Fox circuit the
last four years and previously with Publix
for seven years. His former affiliations
include the Paramount and Roxy theatres
in New York. Lou Mayer, who formerly
handled publicity and exploitation at the
Mainstreet, is now managing the Capitol
in Rochester, N. Y.
Also effective with the personnel changes
is the policy of reverting to single features.

Amended Mo. Tax Tilt
Bill Favored
Kansas

Kansas

City — Opening

day troubles

were augmented for the “Lost Horizon” premiere here when what members of the Orpheum and Columbia
Pictures staffs engaged in opening
duties gently characterized as a
“pest” called and represented himself
as Abe Montague, Columbia general
sales manager. The individual wanted certain confidential information
and is said to have become very tough
when the dope was declined. Not
only did the caller fail to get the data,
but he sent the staff to legal books
to look up something about penalties
for assuming another person’s name.

''Horizon" Held Over
Kansas

City — Columbia’s

“Lost Horizon”

is being held for a second week at the
Orpheum. The Frank Capra spectacle opened Friday night, April 23, in Hollywood premiere fashion with Kleig lights
and a radio station hookup. Many notables
spoke into the microphone while cameras
clicked.
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Stage Equipment

Theatre

Robert Mallon, who has been with the
Dickinson circuit for the past ten years and
recently manager of the Dickinson Theatre
at Chillicothe, Mo., will have charge of
Paola, Osawatomie, and Olathe, Kas., with
headquarters at Paola.

EXHIBITOR

Mgr.

St.
T. L. Greening,
Phone: Victor 9078

Stebbins

Howard Sexton, who for the past year
has been the city manager at Junction
City, having come out to the middle west
after successfully managing a Chicago
suburban theatre, has been appointed district manager of the Dickinson Missouri
and Iowa theatres with headquarters at
Chillicothe, Mo. Sexton’s district will comprise the following situations: Chillicothe,
Fayette, Marceline, and Slater, Mo., and
Creston, la.

FOR

SUPPLIES

Ernest Amoneno,

theatre cir-

DIDECTDRy
KANSAS

Freezem

Mfg. Co.

Air Units, all sizes, blowers,

units, spray
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G. A. Peterson
109 W.

126

bill to double

Missouri’s present 1 per cent sales
tax has been recommended for passage by the senate ways and means
committee. The committee has
amended the bill, passed by the house
a week or so ago, to give collectors
of the tax (retail merchants, exhibitors, etc.) three per cent for collecting the tax, providing the tax is paid
before the date it is due; to exempt
advertising ; to subject those who wilfully refuse to pay the tax to a fine
or jail, and to end the tax May 31,
1936. The house did not put in an
expiration date.

Great

"Lost Horizon" Draws
Impersonator

City — The

City — The Dickinson

cuit has inaugurated three new posts of
district managers. Glen 'W. Dickinson, president of the chain, announces the following
appointments :
Robert Guise, who far the past two years
has been city manager of the Dickinson
theatres in Manhattan, Kas., to manager
of the Manhattan district with headquarters in Manhattan, which comprises two
theatres in Manhattan, two in Junction
City and one in Herington, Kas., which will
be under Guise’s supervision. J. G. Weigand, who has been with the Dickinson
circuit since its inception, will continue to
handle publicity under Guise for his three
towns. Jack Carmichael, who has been assistant manager of the Dickinson at Manhattan, has been appointed city manager
at Junction City. John Krieger will continue to manage the Dickinson Theatre at
Herington, Kas.

VI. 3535

18th St. — Kansas

H. F. Rodick
City, Mo.

K. C. SOUND

home

rotors

Syncrofilm
W. L.

SERVICE

Sound Equipment and Service
130 W. 18th St.
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TWO IMPORTANT SUIT DATES SET
Florida Bill Would
Ban Chance Games
Miami — Abolition of all games of chance,
such as Bank Night, bingo, keeno, jackpot
or “any other game of chance for money,
amusement, exercise or other thing of
value” is sought by a Florida legislator.
Bank Night and bingo are institutions in
practically all of the suburban theatres and
smaller cities throughout the state. The
former has been a source of agitation in
Tampa, however, as it has precipitated
riots in more than one instance.
Bill

in Committee

The

bill has been referred to the committee on public amusements.
Provisions of this bill include a maximum penalty for violation of $500 fine or
six months imprisonment, and a forfeiture
clause under which the state could obtain
funds involved in activities violating the
proposed anti-theatre games bill.

COLUMBIA MANAGERS
MEETING AT N. O.
Atlanta — Col. Sam
Moscow, division
manager of Columbia Pictures, and W. W.
Anderson, branch manager, Atlanta, left
this week for New Orleans to attend the
special meeting of the southern branch
managers to be held at the Roosevelt Hotel May 1-2.
Other branch managers attending will
be J. B. Underwood, Dallas; J. J. Rogers,
Memphis; R. J. Ingram, Charlotte; C. A.
Gibbs, Oklahoma City, and H. Dewall, New
Orleans.

V. D. WELKER

WINS

INTERSTATE

CONTEST

San Antonio — V. D. (Buddy) Welker,
manager of the Uptown Theatre, suburban
house, won the $75 cash prize and fourth
place in the recent Interstate Appreciation Contest held at Dallas.

Interstate and Frels Tilts to
Be Heard in Dallas
This Term

Exhibitor Upheld in
Texas Suit
Caldwell,

Tex. — A

verdict

Dallas — Two legal cases in this territory that have attracted wide attention
throughout the industry are definitely set

favor-

ing the defendant was recently returned by a jury in county court in
a case filed by the state of Texas
against Mrs. C. W. Matson, owner of
the Matsonian Theatre. She was
charged ivith operating a lottery at
her theatre after holding drawings
for cash prizes.

in Federal Judge Atwell’s court.
The damage suit of Ruben Frels, Victoria!, Tex., showman, against the Jefferson Amusement Co., et al, will be heard
on May 24. The U. S. government suit
against the Interstate Circuit, et al, and
major distributors seeking an injunction
against minimum
admission regulations
for subsequent runs competitive to the
circuit will be heard June 30.

C. W. TAYLOR GETS
HIGH CIVIC HONOR
Dallas — The case of C. W. (Crispy) Taylor, R. & R. partner in Hillsboro, Texas,
probably represents a criterion as to the
extent exhibitors might rise in civic affairs
of their towns which tends, of course, to
local prominence and to leadership in general which in the final analysis can only
have a healthy affect on any boxoffice.
Taylor, manager of the Texas and Ritz,
has been elected president of the Hillsboro chamber of commerce a second time.
He polled 200 out of 223 votes, the biggest
landslide in that chamber’s
Increased Membership

history.
Marked

Modestly, he says, the chamber has done
more for him than he has for it. On the
other

hand, good will and a bulging membership are outstanding in his administration. In reality, however, Taylor is justly
proud of his local record and feels he has
accomplished something for the good of
his community which has benefited him
and his company in countless measures.
Anyway, Taylor said he is going to try
and keep on fooling ’em and at the same
time attempt to hold his place as a showman and good citizen in and around Hillsboro.— V. W. Crisp.

Another for Wade
Gainesville, Tex. — A. V. Wade of the
Wade-Tex Theatres affiliated in the R. E.
Griffith circuit is planning a new theatre
for Gainesville which will be his fourth.

SOUTHERN
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South

CRISP,

Texas

that

LEIGH,
Editor,

this case will go to the nation’s supreme court regardless of which is victor.

SECOND BONUS TO
WOMETCO EMPLOYES
Miami, Fla.— Wometco Theatres, owned
and operated by Sidney Meyer and Mitchell
Wolfson, operating 12 theatres in metropolitan Miami and one in Palm Beach,
have announced that $3,000 in bonus
checks will be distributed to 80 employes.
This is the second bonus paid employes this
Wometco Theatres
year.
200 persons. They

employ approximately
operate the Lincoln,

Capitol, Mayfair, Plaza, Tower, Grove, Rosetta, State, Biltmore, Ritz, Lyric, Harlem
and Grand Theatres.

lEFFERSON EMPLOYES
GET WAGE INCREASE
Beaumont, Tex. — All employes of the
Jefferson Amusement Co. and its subsidiary, East Texas Theatres, Inc., comprising one of the important theatre groups
in the south, are in on a recent general
pay raise, according to an announcement
from the home office of these circuits.
The raise is as high as 20 per cent in
some

cases, depending
ice, it was said.

Southwestern
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An amendment to the government suit
will be sought by the plaintiff next week
to strengthen its case. Both sides agree
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ALEXANDER'S WHITE
COMMENTS ON SUIT
■^ILTON
Dallas — John T. White, secretary-treasurer of the Alexander Film Co., Colorado
Springs, was a Dallas visitor last week
conferring with Buddy Harris of the local
office. Commenting on the recent suit
which

the state filed against the film advertising concern claiming it did not have
a license to operate in Texas, White said:

“Alexander Film Co. secured a permit
do business in Texas on April 19, 1937.

to

“The district court of Travis county,
53rd judicial district, at Austin, acknowledged settlement of penalties and annulled
and set aside the injunction (issued on
April 6 ) , prior to issuance of a permit by
the Secretary of State.”
White said the issue was settled and disposed of in a manner satisfactory to his
company and to the state of Texas.

STARR
has acquird Joe Barcelona’s McKinley Theatre for Negroes
at Baton Rogue on a five-year lease reported to take effect June 1. This will give
Starr at least two houses in Louisiana, the
Palace in New Orleans, as well as two new
houses, one in Mobile, Ala., and one in
Pensacola, Fla. Barcelona is expected to
continue operating his white theatres.
After trying practically everything in
order to pack the house, from roadshows
to straight second runs, the Strand Theatre will try flesh for a time at least.
The $2,000 holdup of the Saenger Theatre during the Mardi Gras season, the
largest holdup to take place in New Orleans in many months, was reported solved
last week with the arrest in Philadelphia
of a 20-year-old youth who
fessed to taking the money.

allegedly con-

Earlier Opening Time
Hodge Builds in Odessa
Odessa, Tex. — H. T. Hodge, whose west
Texas circuit is affiliated with the R. E.
Griffith Theatres, is building a large corner structure in Odessa which will be
jointly occupied by a grocery store and
another Griffith theatre which will be
called the “Texas.” H is spending much
time from his home, at Abilene, supervising the job. Jack Laird, manager of the
Lyric, will also manage the Texas.

Big Springs, Tex. — Opening
R. & R. Lyric and Queen have

time of the
been moved

up one hour to 11 o’clock Saturday mornings. The same opening time that day is
observed at the Ritz. On all other days
the three houses start showing at one.
MELBA

REMODELED

Goldthwaite, Tex. — The Melba Theatre
has been redecorated with new carpets,
drapes, new lighting fixtures and a new
screen installed.

Dallas — G. W. Sanderson jr., general
manager of the recently opened Texas
Theatrical Printing Co., has been connected with theatrical enterprises for the
past 12 years.
He was born and reared in Dallas, and
attended North Dallas High School where
he distinguished himself in both football
and baseball.
Following his graduation he immediately
became engaged in the motion picture
business. Joining a local advertising company, he learned not only how to handle
advertising layouts, but also how to handle
the

camera, later representing a number of leading newsreels in this territory.
Familiar

With

Publicity

Needs

Sanderson’s record in the advertising
field has been marked continuously with
success. It has placed him in direct contact
with the publicity problems of the local
theatre owners. As manager of the Texas
Theatrical Printing Co., he offers a
friendly, personal and expert service to
the exhibitors.
Sanderson also qualified as deputy Texas
Ranger during the Centennial, which
proves he can not only handle
but also the “Stampede.”
PHARR

HEADS

Yorktown,

the “Stamp”

YORKTOWN

Tex. — Jack

STRAND

A. Pharr

is now

manager of the Strand Theatre. He formerly owned the Cozy at Orange Grove.
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OKIiLA. ClITY
LITTLE, Guthrie, and Jim O’Donnell, Griffith Theatres assistant manager in Guthrie, will tie in this city on
May 3 . . . Air conditioning will be installed
in the local Metro film exchange offices
. . . Metroites leaving here May 2 for the
company’s sales convention in Los Angeles
are W. B. Zoellner, J. N. Byrd, H. R. Gaus
and Office Manager L. W. Royalty.
DITA

Interstate Circuit Into
Arlington and Navasota
Dallas — Karl Hoblitzelle’s Interstate

cuit has added

E. L. Walker, general sales agent for K.
Lee Williams Film exchange, is here from
Dallas for setieral days . . . Mamie Hursh,
luho resigned as information clerk for
Paramount, has been succeeded by Nadine
Balch . . . Sam Brunk, head Paramount
booker, is on the road pinch-hitting for
Jack Curry, who is ill .. . In town last
week celebrating their second wedding anniversary, were Irwin Tucker and wife.
Tucker runs the Sun Theatre, Pauls Valley,
Okla.
It’s a new Pontiac for Sol Davidson of
Oklahoma Theatre Supply . . . And Griffith Booker Lester Gibbs is trying out a
new casting rod . . . Lucky’s the word for
Prank Love, Griffith construction. He escaped uninjured when his truck turned
over on the slick pavement en route from
Hominy to Vinita . . . The Ritz Theatre,
Hominy, and the Lyric, Vinita, are getting
goings over.
Proud is Hover Jones, Alva, of his new
Oldsmobile . . . Paul Page, K. Lee Williams
Film exchange, spent Thursday and Friday
in Enid . . . Looking things over at the local
Columbia exchange, is Nat Shiren, home
office representative . . . ’Tis reported
Grand National, United Artists and National Screen are looking around Filmrow
for more office space.
While 300 patrons filed quietly out and
no casualties or injuries were reported, a
$150,000 dent in good hard capital was suffered when fire swept through the Ray
Theatre, Snyder, and adjoining property
reducing the structures to little more than
ashes . . . Fires aside, Oklahoma exhibitors are worried just how deeply the popular soft-ball craze will eat into their boxoffice takes, with the rapid approach of
warm weather . . . And to top off exhibitors’ worries they let people like Tallulah
Bankhead and Nelson Eddy appear in competition to theatre business. Tallulah was
here last week in “Reflected Glory” at the
Shrine Auditorium. And Eddy, pardon,
sang at the Warner Theatre.
Exhibitors spotted on the Row: Pat Duffy, Mangum; Malcolm Cook, Okmulgee; D.
Buffo and son, Hartshorne; Bill Jensen
and the Missus, Maysville; W. T. Henderson and the Better Half, Medford; Waite
Kerr, Sulphur; B. L. Smith jr., Quinton;
Frank Miller, Marlow; A
B. Momand,
Shawnee; Mrs. Ella Mohrbacher, Prague;
V. Conley, Perryton, Tex.; Harry Holt,
Maude, and Ben Terry, Woodward.

BLANCO
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Tex.~-A
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EYES TEXAS
FOR SEXER FILMS

Dallas — Ed

Mapel,

who

owns

three the-

atres in Denver and who produces sex and
exploitation films in Hollywood, has been
sizing up the Texas territory and mingling
along Elm Street’s theatre row where his
picture, “Narcotic,” just finished playing
the Capitol.
He made “Marihuana,” “Narcotic,”
which have been playing in Texas, and
also “Forbidden Adventure” and “Motherhood,” which will be brought here soon.
Roy Reed has been handling Mapel’s
films in this territory, headquartering in
Dallas for the past few months.

Remodel Gilmer Strand
Gilmer,

Tex. — C. H. Cox

jr., manager

large theatre organization, having acquired Arlington and Navasota. A deal
with the Robb & Rowley circuit for three
Oak Cliff theatres and a subsequent-run
downtown Dallas theatre is understood to
be set but not finally closed.
Johnnie Miller jr., operator of the Miller and Queen in Navasota, has made a
buying and booking deal with Interstate
which is said to cover a partnership arrangement with the late Johnnie Miller estate. This transaction was effective on
April 24.
Irving S. Melcher and associates have
sold the Aggie and Texan theatres in Arlington to Interstate, effective May 1. Employes of these houses will be retained, it
was reported, with the management being
placed with Pierre Levy, Interstate city
manager in Ft. Worth. Arlington is practically half way between Dallas and Ft.
Worth.

of

the Strand, has completed the remodeling
and decoration of that theatre during
which the house was closed down for several days. The walls and ceiling were covered with acoustical board and the lighting altered and the balcony enlarged.

cir-

to its

Oak

Cliff

Deal

in Balance

The much talked R. & R. -Interstate
transaction whereby the latter would acquire three Oak Cliff theatres, the 2,500seat Texas, the 1,000-seat Rosewin, the
(Continued on page 131)

A combination that
can't be beat.
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SUNRAY
gOL E. GORDON, chairman of the board
of Jefferson Amusement Co., Beaumont,
was a popular Harwood St. visitor most of
the week conferring on plans for the circuit's new booking offices at 31212 South
Harwood. The new location, now partly
occupied by Jefferson, will be revamped
in the ultra-modern manner.
Dallas theatres ivere ready to co-operate
in the Will Rogers memorial campaign
which started throughout the nation Friday. A special short subject made in Hollywood was to be used in honor of the
occasion.
J. B. Underwood.

Columbia

stayed close by in Temple
illness.

during his wife’s

The C. W. Matson family was in town
from Caldwell, Giddings and Rockdale
booking for those towns. Mrs. Matson,
who had such a fine trip to Mexico City
last summer, is considering a return journey this year. The Matsons have two
daughters in Texas University, Gladys,
who finishes this year, and Dorothy, a
junior.
Claude Ezell was expected back in Dallas Saturday after an extended trip north
in connection with the Adcaster, which
service he has taken on with W. G. Underwood in a number of states.

Tex. — A capacity

NTSCo
Dallas — National

Theatre

been

BARGAIN:
Used,

200
but

FOR

SALE!

Yards-

Moharvk

exrellent

•SI. 50

per

Carpet.

inOpportunity
to Serve
YOU!

D. G. Bell, engineer for the Robb
Rowley circuit, was in Little Rock
week.

and
this

T. J. Simmons, manager of the Strand,
Clarksville, attended the tri-state convention in Memphis last week.

R. & R. CONTRACT
FOR CHRISTI HOUSE
Corpus

Christi,

Tex. — Contract

for the

new Tower Theatre at Five Points and
Staple streets was let a few days ago by
the R. & R. Theatres, Inc. Bruce Collins,
R. & R. partner, and Scott Dunne, Dallas
architect, were in charge of the bidding.
The Tower will seat 1,000 and will be
air conditioned. Construction was scheduled to start immediately with the opening late in August.

Cooley Upped
Lubbock,

Tex. — J. E. Cooley, formerly

of

Chickasha, Okla., is now assistant manager
of the Lindsey theatres affiliated with the
Griffith circuit. He succeeds Gus Hoenscheidt, transferred to Cleburne.

OPERA CHAIRS — International U-16 — No Hinge
GENERATORS — Roth, Imperial <S Century
LENS — Bausch & Lomb — Standard & Super Cinephor
TICKET MACHINES — General Register, Simplex and
Goldseal

V.

LARGER

AND

BETTER

EQUIPPED

REPAIR

and

DEPT.

condition.

■TEXAS THEATRE SUPPLY CO., Inc.

Dallas, Tex.
PHONE

130

is being rushed on the new Crittenden Theatre, West Memphis. Seepage
water was encountered last week in excavating for the basement at the rear of the
building, but this has been overcome and
the brick and concrete walls are rising rapidly with a large crew of brickmasons on
the project.

RECTIFIERS — Rect-O-Lite — Super & Low Intensity
Motiograph
REPAIR
PARTS — Large Stock for Powers, Simplex

jard.

LEE, 1705 McKinney,

Work

PROJECTORS — Motiograph & Kaplan
LAMPS — Brenkert Enarc & Low Intensity
Corp.
COOLING EQUIPMENT — United States Air Conditioning

serting a few names each week in its advertising whereby local people are given
a trip pass for themselves and families.

CARPET

Co. re-

Capitol,
and recently
Arkansas theatres.Royal,
Little Pulaski
Rock, have
been equipped with new display fronts.

Yea LOW
Man! PRICES!
HIGH QUALITY!
COMPLETE SERVICE FACILITIES
Give Us
An

has

Supply

circuit’s Majestic. Houston, and White and
Dalsec theatres, Dallas; screen. Paramount,
Austin: conversion units to Brady Theatre,
Brady: P. W. Cloud, Palace, Snyder, and
Lawrence Fontana, Dreamland, Port Arthur. The latter also purchased a projector.

Awards Passes
Palace

on

ports the following equipment sales in
the Dallas territory: Mrs. Morris Schulman, Palace, Bryan, and J. C. Chatmas,
Palace, Marlin, projectors; washers and
pumps to B. R. McLendon, State, Atlanta:
fan, washer, pump and drive, Mrs. R. T.
Hooks, Leroy Theatre. Mineola; fan, drive,
motor, lamps, reflectors and screen to R.
E. Griffith, Leroy Theatre, Lampasas: bar
to G. R. Layton, Palace, Childress: spotlight and color wheel. Miss Josephine
Haberle, Rebekah Lodge, Seguin; Stereopticons, Juan Garza, Progreso Theatre,
San Antonio, and Arthur von Minden,
Cozy, LaGrange: projectors, R. C. Smoot,
Palace, Gustine; ticket register, F. D.
Wilke, Boulevard, Houston; lamps, screen
and conversion units for the Interstate

Bob Euler, booker and advertising man
for the R. N. Smith circuit with offices hi
Dallas, with Mrs. Euler and daughter, Patti Frank, attended the opening of Smith’s
new Lomita Theatre in Mission.

Tex. — The

was

Sales

Jack Lilly was recently elected president
of the Rotary Club at Greenville. He is a
charter member of the Club and his career as an exhibitor in that part of the
state dates back to the very early days of
show business.

Slaton,

crowd

hand for the recent opening of Griffith
Amusement Co.’s new theatre. It included
L. C. Griffith, head of the Oklahoma circuit, who responded to an address of welcome by the Lions Club president.
Others in the Griffith personnel were
Arlie Crites, manager at Chickasha; Carl
Barber, Borger manager, and E. R. Slocum in charge of the circuit’s expansion.
Dwight Seymour, former assistant manager of the Borger theatres, is manager
at Sunray.

promoted Herman Craver, former accessory manager, to salesman in the south

Mrs. R. N. Smith, wife of the loell-known
Bob Smith, Mission exhibitor, has successfully undergone treatment in a Temple
sanitarium. Smith was in Dallas Monday
on trade matters for his five houses. He

iLininniLiiE rock
^HE

SuNRAY,

manager, has

Texas territory, succeeding W. O. "Williamson. who resigned to return to the Warner Bros, sales staff. Craver’s elevation is
in line with the company policy to promote
from the ranks. Heber Stamps succeeds
Craver in the accessory department.

OPENING
ATTRACTS MANY

7-5510

"Everything for the Theatre"
3010 JACKSON ST., DALLAS,

BOXOFFICE

:: May

TEX.
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DALLAS EQUIPMENT
HOUSE REMODELED
Dallas,

Tex. — Texas

Theatre

Supply

Co.

has enlarged its space and has repainted
and rearranged the entire store. The shop
and repair department has been moved
upstairs. The accounting department, in
charge of P. L. Caruthers, is now on a
carpeted balcony.
Manager Ray Elkin’s office is on the
downstairs floor, practically all of which
has been given over to equipment display
and sales.

$18,000 FOR
Austin,

EXPANSION

Tex. — J. J. Hegman

is spending

about $18,000 for an addition to the Ritz
Theatre and improving the present building.

Circuit Expands

TERRITORY
ALABAMA
Sheffield — Extensive

smaller Midway and the Mirror on Elm
St., is understood to be agreed upon but
officially said to not be finally closed.
The reported figure is well over $300,000,
which is believed to include substantial
real estate holdings, probably with the
Texas.
1
In the Oak Cliff sector. Interstate is understood to have made a trade with Charley Hefley for the Bison and Astor, two independent neighborhood houses.

Miami — Background

improvements

are

Lithonia — The

Roxy

Theatre,

recently

taken over by the Katz Amusement Co. of
Atlanta, has been remodeled and re-equipped with sound and is now operating on a
six day policy. Elmer Barfield, former
manager of the Temple Theatre, Atlanta,
is local manager.
MISSISSIPPI
Lexington — Work

has begun

CORRECTION IN NAME
BUT MEANING STANDS

on the re-

modeling of the Flower building for the
Strand Enterprises Inc., of Memphis. The
new house will have a seating capacity of
400 seats on the main floor with additional
seats in the balcony.
NORTH CAROLINA
—

The

Stanley

Dallas — In the regular

Texas

is progressing

Theatre,

Mirrophonic

Whitham

rapidly on

sound

Douglas,

advertisement

of

Co., referring to

Ga. — Matt

Ups Two
H. Whitham,

man-

ager of the Rivoli, has announced the promotion of two of the theatre’s employes.
J. Paul Cummings, formerly chief projectionist, has been made assistant manager, and B. B. Gray, former doorman,
promoted to projectionist. The Rivoli is
a Martin Theatre.

was

installed in the Tennessee Theatre recently
by Manager Eugene Street.

ATLANTA!

Supply

be used correctly by them as regards “International Streemline Posture Chairs.”

the remodeling and enlarging of the Belton Theatre, which will add more than 100
seats to the capacity of the house. W. A.
Gray, manager of the theatre, is also installing new sound equipment.
TENNESSEE
Knoxville — New

Theatre

International seats, their word “Streemline,” was typographically mispelled as
streamlined. The word was intended to

which has been under construction since
February, when it was destroyed by fire,
has been reopened.
SOUTH CAROLINA
Belton — Work

shots for three 20th

Century-Fox features have been made at
Miami during past several months. William S. Darling, 20th Century-Fox art director; F. E. Johnson, business manager;
Ed Hammeras, chief cameraman; Paul
Mohn, assistant cameraman, and R. H.
Gibson, gripman, were included among the
studio representatives who were in Miami
to secure these atmosphere takes.

being made to the Majestic Theatre, by
the Muscle Shoals Theatres Inc., according to Louis Rosenbaum, manager.
GEORGIA

Albermarle

(Continued from page 129)
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A

HALF-DAY holiday was declared Monday by most of the exchanges on the
Row in observance of the Confederate
Memorial Day.
^

HOT WEATHER SPEEDS
COOLING INSTALLATION
Dallas — The

W.

500-seaf
nille.

theatre

they are erecting in Ten-

Miss Marie Pinkston, former booker’s
secretary, has been made private secretary
to A. C. Bromberg, president of Republic
Pictures of the Southeast. Miss Vivian
Thigpin, billing clerk, succeeds Miss Pinkston, and Mrs. Madelyn Brown, formerly
with Savini Films, has taken Miss Thigpin’s place as billing clerk.
The Jolly Club executives committee met
Tuesday iioon to work out details for an
intensive campaign to acquaint Filmrow
members and exhibitors with the work
and urge their cooperation
support, especially by their attendance at the Jolly Club dances.

they are doing
and

J. H. (Tommie) Thompson of MartinThompson Theatres was on the Row Tuesday, after a long absence due to an extended illness feeling fine — and looking it.
Claude Ezell of Dallas paid a brief visit
to the Row this week . . . Jim Atherton of
Jasper Theatre, Jasper, Ga., was on the
Row this week booking for Dr. Darnell.
Miss Theresa Savini, daughter of N.
Emile Savini, left Wednesday for New
York to be with her grandmother and
daughter who were severely injured in a
recent automobile accident, en route to
Atlanta.
Ralph Rierce, manager of the Dixie Theatre, at Jackson, Ga., was on the Row this
week booking pictures and greeting friends
at Metro, where he was formerly employed.

Reported on the Row was the purchase
of the Colonial Theatre, Lawrenceville, Ga.,
by George Gaston of the Madison Theatre,
Atlanta, from Zeke Hopkins, effective
May 1.
Other exhibitors on the Row this week
were: A. L. Sheppard, Waynesboro, Ga.;
Mrs. Willingham Wood, Washington, Ga.;
Louis Rosenbaum, Florence, Ala.; Nat Williams, Thomasville, Ga.; J. E. Martin, Montezuma. Ga., and Ralph Talbot, Tulsa,
Okla.

USE VISUGRAPHIC
TRAILERS of
COMING ATTRACTIONS
$1:22. EACH
No

Plus Postage

Order Filled For Less Than
Three (3) Trailers

Vlsugraphic Film Corp.
P. O. Box
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385

ATLANTA,

GA.

of

cooling

the following cooling sales and
stallations as made by that company.

Complete

air

washer

system

Atlanta — Col.

installa-

tions is practically in full swing with the
approach of hot weather, and Herber Bros,
advise

B. Smith and son, of the Washington Mfg. Co., Tennille, Ga., were on the
Row this week buymg pictures for the new

rush

KESSNICH IS HOST
TO EXCHANGE STAFF

including

in-

blower,

washer, 5 h. p. motor, silent drives and deflectors for O. T. McGinley’s Ritz Theatre at McGregor. An air washer
system, similar to the
McGregor
job, but with a two speed motor for
C. P. Logan’s Palace Theatre at Meridian. S. G.
Fry has purchased a complete air washer equinmetn for the Ritz at Wills Point. Mrs. C. W.
Matson bought complete washer system for the
Dixie at Caldwell. L. B. Brown
has installed
new deflectors in his cooling installation at the
Regal

at Gatesville. The Texas at Knox City, operated by Lee Smith, purchased a complete washer,
blower, 5 h. p. motor and deflectors. A complete
air washer was installed in the Palace at Plano.

Two Tex-Rope drives and a screen were shipped
to B. R. McLendon
for his theatres at Stamps,
Ark and DeKalb, Tex. An
Tig air conditioning
and refrigeration equipment has been installed in
the Southwestern Smelting and Refining Co. at
Dallas.

will

make

first

appearance on the stage at Loew’s State
Theatre, downtown house, in over a year
during Cotton Carnival week. May 8, Col.
Cecil E. Vogel, manager, has announced.
Roger Pryor and his orchestra will play a
full week’s engagement,
onel Vogel.
DISCONTINUES
Mabank,

Tex. — R.

Q.

according

to Col-

divi-

Talent Scout Tours
Hinsdell,

director

of

the talent department in Paramount’s
studio, left Hollywood last week on a
tour of the United States in quest of new
film players.
Dramatic societies of Southern Methodist, Tulane, Washington, Northwestern and
Drake universities are rehearsing plays
which will be presented for Hinsdell.

Yandall Heads House

PREVIEWS
Coleman

Kessnich,

employes in appreciation of the loyal support and cooperation given him in the recent national M-G-M sales drive, in which
the southern division came in second, being nosed out of first place only by 1/10 of
a point. Guests aside from the branch
personnel included A. C. Cowles of Lucas
& Jenkins, H. P. (Dusty) Rhodes of Martin
Theatres, and Nell Benedic of Boxoffice.

Hollywood — Oliver
its

E.

for an afternoon of games, golfing, boating and swimming, which was followed by
dancing and a banquet at night.
The party was given by Kessnich to the

Vcrude Returns
Memphis — Vaudeville

Charles

sion manager of M-G-M, declared a halfday holiday Friday noon and invited the
entire personnel of the Atlanta office out
to Black Rock Country Club, as his guests,

has

Kannapolis,

dis-

continued Saturday night previews at the
Matex and has started a dime night on
Friday.

N.

C. — M.

Yandall,

booker

for Paramount in Charlotte, has been appointed manager of the Cannon Mills
Theatres in Kannapolis.
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ACCORD IS REACHED
OVER LABOR DISPUTE
Wedding” played the
^^HEN
Joy at Port Smith, Ark., reMalco “Waikiki
cently, it broke all previous house records,
M. A. Lightman reports. On the Sunday
it showed, the gross boxoffice receipts exceeded by 25 per cent the ordinary gross
for four combined Sabbath days . . . Speaking of M. A., he arranged the floor show
at the 16th district Rotary conference this
week and “wowed” 626 people who crowded into the Peabody Hotel ballroom to see
it.
One of the numbers he presented, take
it from M. A. and yours truly, will be seen
and heard in the movies and over the airlanes before many years have passed. Her
name is Frances Greer, personable little
singer from Helena, Ark., and the Malco
magnate is already trying to sign her for
Paramount pictures.
news is made “Dad” Sipe of Universal will make it. At the same Rotary
banquet. Dad announced to the throngs

Memphis — Picketing

“It’d take three suits just like it to go
around me now,” he laughed.
Here for the Tri-States MPTO convention last week. Jack Lieske of St. Louis and
Don Ruliffson of Chicago, popular Erpi
representatives, stayed over for a several
days’ business confab with exhibitors.
Some

the

Peabody

Memphis — Bill

Rio

Opera

House

Pelly,

at

DRAKES
N.

OPEN
C. — A

Amusement

Co.

New W. Memphis House

HOUSE
new

Tex. — Jefferson

will build a new theatre in Pelly with work
to start immediately.
The new house will replace the NuGulf,
destroyed by fire last October, and will
be a duplicate of the Port Theatre at LaPorte. Its capacity will be 450, according
to H. E. Brunson, local manager.

Van Buren, Ark., scene of many tales unfolded by the loquacious Bob Burns on his
radio programs, has been leased by M. A.
Lightman and will operate as a film theatre under the Malco banner after an extensive program of repairs.

Wadesboro,

of

lEFFERSON WILL
BUILD IN FELLY

Malco Into Van Buren
old

manager

out by Warner. He has been assistant manager of the house under Hendricks.
During his stay in Memphis, Hendricks
has made an outstanding reputation for
himself as an exploitation expert. His
unique ideas have become nationally
known.

satisfactory to the Union Building Trades.”

Memphis — The

Hendricks,

the Warner, downtown theatre, has joined
Warner West Coast theatres and will leave
for his new work in Los Angeles Monday.
He will be succeeded by A. B. Morrison,
veteran Memphis theatre man and for
many years manager of Pantages, bought

“Everything has been straightened out
temporarily,” Manager Eaton said. “I
agreed to stop the construction project and
will see if we can work out an agreement

When

that he wasn’t wearing a tuxedo because
he had only one and was married in that
more than a quarter of a century ago.

of

Theatre by the Memphis Building Trades
Council has been discontinued due to an
agreement by Manager J. W. Eaton to stop
work on a $10,000 improvement program
on which non-union labor has been employed.
Previous to the settlement, a fleet of cars
was placed at the Peabody, Cooper and
Nelson theatres, and patrons planning to
enter were given free transportation to
other theatres. The picketing lasted 45
minutes.

Bill Hendricks
to New WB Post

theatre

has

Memphis — West

been opened here by Mr. and Mrs. L. L.
Drake. They are the managers of the
Ansonia, the other theatre here. The new
house has a seating capacity of 250 seats.

Memphis’

new

theatre,

the Crittenden, will be in operation around
July 1 or 15. Norval E. Packwood of St.
Louis arrived this week to become manager of the new $35,000 house.

of the convention highlights: Louis

Alford, his father’s assistant in the management of the State at McComb, attended his first convention . . . Cecil Cupp, of
the Royal at Arkadelphia, was back for the
semi-annual confab after missing several
. . . L. C. Griffith of the Griffith Amusement Co. looking hale and hearty ... Ed
Kuykendall looking very dapper.
Jimmy
giving his
to worry
away with

Rodgers, Columbia manager, is
fellow branch executives plenty
about. He has recently walked
first honors in the special four

(Continued
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Many Leave for
Coast Conventions
New YoRK-i-Southern territory delegates
■ boarded the M-G-M
special convention
train headed for the coast and the company’s annual sales meet being held May
1-2 at two points. Those attending from
the southeast area got on at Chicago;
conventioneers from the southwest section
boarded the special at Kansas City.
The following are attending the convention; Roy Avey, Lafayette B. Butler,
Louis C. Ingram, Charles E. Kessnich, William A. Lewis, Thomas E. Lucy, Francis
C. McGuire and James Thames from Atlanta; Thomas E. Bailey, Burtus Bishop
jr., Ray Ervin, Harold Margolis and Benn
H. Rosenwald from Charlotte; Leroy Bickel, Elmer B. Coleman, Clyde Houston, Hen-

FRANK FOWLER HEADS
MOCKSVILLE HOUSE
Mocksville, N. C. — Prank D. Fowler, for
the past six years manager of the Broadway Theatre in Reidsville, has taken over
the management of the Princess Theatre
here. Fowler recently purchased the house
in partnership with J. W. Mitchell, local
merchant, and has announced that an extensive remodeling and modernization program has been outlined preparatory to the
opening under the new management.
Joe

Dallas; Maurice L. Basse, Thomas B. Kii’k,
Jack ReVille and Louis J. Weber from
Memphis; Hypolite A. Arata, Clarence J.
Briant, Virgil Bridges, Eldon Briwa, Walter
Dunn and Frank M. Jelenko from New
Orleans; James N. Byrd, Russell H. Gaus,
Ward L. Royalty and William B. Zoellner
from Oklahoma City.
20th-Fox

Delegations

New York — Among the company members from the southern territory slated to
attend the 20th-Fox annual sales convention to be held in Los Angeles four days,
starting May 31, are Paul Wilson, R. G.
McClure, M. Mitchell, R. H. Fairchild, F. R.
Dodson, H. P. Laseter, R. H. Foi’d and Edward Tucker of Atlanta; Phil Longdon,
J. E. Holston, G. E. Ebersole, Sam Hinson,
J. O. Mock and C. T. Harden of Charlotte;
Herman R. Beiersdorf, W. S. Miller, Neal
D. Houston, Dan Scott, D. T. Rathbone,
T. P. Tidwell, J. R. Gribble and Clyde
Miller of Dallas; Thomas W. Young, Nat
Wyse, I. T. Baskin, Mark Sheridan and
R. M. Bandy of Memphis; Ernest V. Landaiche, H. P. Shallcross, George R. Pabst,
G. J. Broggi and Malcolm Johnson of New
Orleans; Charles W. Clark, M. W. Osborne,
J. L. James, W. P. Clark and Jack Whelihan of Oklahoma City.
JOLLY

CLUB

Successor

Reidsville, N. C. — Joe Amos, veteran
exhibitor or Kinston, has been named managed of the Broadway Theatre here, succeeding Prank D. Fowler, resigned.

(Continued

from

Chalman,

Atlanta — Friday, May 7, is the date of
the next Jolly Club dance to be held at
Gardens. Harry Hearn’s Orchestra, formerly of the Hotel Ansley
Rathskeller, will furnish the music.

Little Miss Madeline O’Donnell, daughter of City Manager O’Donnell, danced in
the Children’s Fete held at the municipal
auditorium during the Fiesta.
Jimmie Grimes, Texas assistant chief
of service, and George Bravo, Empire em-

preceding

page)

weeks’ collection period and is holding first
place in the Montague Sweepstakes.
Recent film and theatre supply men in
for a brief stay include Kenneth E. Gouedy
of the Modern Building Insulation Co., in
Atlanta; Oscar Morgan, Paramount southern division manager with headquarters in
Atlanta; Harry Graham, Universal’s southern division manager; William Feldstein
of St. Louis’ United Artists office; Edward
Auger of RCA with headquarters in Philadelphia; William Johnson and A. E. Chadick, of the New Orleans office. Motion Picture Advertising Co.; and J. T. Knight jr..
Paramount engineer from the New York
office.

George Gaughan, at one time connected
with local theatres, is now the new salesman in zone number one for the Paramount exchange.
Filmrow turned out 100 per cent April
23 in order to attend the Battle of Flowers Parade, which attracted thousands of
south Texas visitors to the Alamo City.

Among the visitors: James Broyer, Texas
roadshowman; Clayton Schmidt of Mason,
Tex., owner of the world’s smallest theatre at Ponotoc, Tex.; Tommy White of
the Burntex, Burnet, Tex., and Mesdames
Al Lever and Weldon Parsons of Houston,
Tex.

Automatically you turn to an
Electric switch when you want

Exhibitors on the Row this week included Bill Ruffin, of Covington; M. M.
Buchanan, of Malco houses in Columbus,
West point and Tupelo, Miss., and Helena,
Ark; Miss Betty Pruniski, Miss Amy Jones
and Miss Grace Ballard, of the Malco office in Little Rock; Earl Vandiver, of the
Palace at Kennett, Mo.

light.
Automatically smart theatre
operators think of King when
decorating.
they
want remodeling and
King does

with ENCORE
MOTION

PICTURE

PROGRAMS

the job right.

Satisfied customers
endorsement.

Handsome and debonair Bill Baker of the
Dreamland at Macon, Miss., reports that

our

best

Just completed.
Strand Theatre, Jefferson, Tex.
Rialto
Theatre, Brownfield,
Tex.

June confab . . . Nat Wyse, 20th CenturyFox salesman, back from a Little Rock trip.

PLANS FREE

Peachtree

Advertise

Charnin-

FicE here that the San Antonio officials’
golf scores were not so hot. Better luck
next time, Bill, Eph and Jack.

efforts are being made to carry the Mississippi MPTO to the Gulf Coast for the

DANCE

publicity director; Eph

sky, supervisor, and William F. O’Donnell,
city manager, all of Interstate circuit here.
Publicity Chief Prank Starz of Dallas was
in town last week and informed Boxof-

ploye, are still talking about that week’s
vacation trip down through Old Mexico
which they made via motor.

MEMPHIS

ry G. Krumm, Chai’les D. Lyne, Anthony
Philbin and Leroy Whitington from

G.

Amos

J^TTENDING
the Variety Club Tournament in Dallas recently were Jack

ON

Consult Us About Your
Equipment Needs
Before You Purchase!

KING

SCENIC

The Queen Feature Service, Inc.
Quality Theatre
1912V4

Morris

Equipment
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Birmingham,

REMODELING
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Since

JOBS

CO.
1910 —

& Supplies
I'lione

312 V2 S. Harwood

3-8665
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FREE
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SELLS

AND

BUYS

EQUIPMENT,

Clagsiiied Ads
GENERAL

THEATRES,

10c Per Word,

THRIFEVERY

DOLLAR COUNT. Anniversary Sale Bargain Sheet illustrates special values on
Lenses,

Screens,

Speakers,

Am-

plifiers, Opticals, Reels, 101/4" Reflectors —
loads of others. Special value. Large capacity Blower, with pulleys and belts, only

$59.90. Get our prices first. S.O.S., 636-BP
Eleventh

Ave., New

NEW

in Advance.

COOLING

WE’RE THE HOUSE FOR THE
TY—FOR THOSE
WHO
MAKE

Projection

Payable

EQUIPMENT

York.

5-1

EQUIPMENT

SPECIAL DIVIDEND VALUES TO
ATRE OWNERS. Our big Clearance

THEEvent

today for Bargain Catalog. Consolidated Theatre Supply Corp., 1600-C Broadtf (b4-3)
way, New York.

GIVE ’EM SOUND
THAT
THRILLS
THEM. TRADE YOUR OLD EQUIPMENT
FOR NEW
S.O.S. Amplifiers with RCA
metal tubes and famous Audio-Matic Volume Control. For large and small theatres,
from $39.50. Ask about our trial plan.
S.O.S. 636-BP Eleventh Kv&., New York. 5-1

USED

EQUIPMENT

800 REBUILT
theatre chairs — spring
cushion seats — full upholstered backs.
Cinema Seating Co., 8920 S. Ada, Chicago,
111.
5-1
SIMPLEX
PROJECTORS
and Parts —
Lamphouses — Chairs — Sound Equipment
and Parts — Generators — Rectifiers — Ticket Machines and Choppers — Screens —
Lenses — Parts for All Machines. ASK US.
We

have what you need. Midwest Theatre Supply Co., 1223 So. Wabash Ave.,

Chicago.

tf (b3-13)

HERE’S A GOLD
MINE OF VALUES
IN USED
EQUIPMENT.
OPERADIO,
WEBSTER,
Radiart, RCA, Mellaphone
Used Amplifiers, from $19.50. Sound
Heads for Simplex, Powers, from $15.00
up. S.O.S. 636-BP Eleventh Ave., New
York.
5-1
GOOD SPARE Powers mechanisms. Simplex movements. Box 454, Huron, S. D.
5-1
BEFORE BUYING your operating room
equipment compare our prices with others.
Free trials on all used and new merchandise. Tell us your needs. Used sound heads
for Simplex projectors, $39. Western Feature Film and Supply Co., 1018 S. Wabash
x5-l
Ave., Chicago.
ORGANS

FOR

AND

Minimum

Sl.OO

THEATRES
TWO

FOR

THEATRES,

St., Kansas

AIR WASHER
with recirculating pump
and meter, blower and three horse motor
complete $250.00. Suitable 300 to 400 seat
house. Kelly Theatre, WaKeeney, Kas. 5-1

CHAIRS

THEATRES

FOR
LEASE — Two theatres in towns
near Rochester, population 1,500 each. $500
cash required. B-823, Boxoffice,
9th St., Kansas City, Mo.

THEATRES

City, Mo

POSITIONS
THEATRE

EQUIPMENT

WANTED

WANTED — Good used air washer and
blower delivering 25,000 c.f.m. Must be in
A-1

condition. Corrigan Theatre,
rigan,
Tex.

USED EQUIPMENT
IS WORTH
NEED SIMPLEX, POWERS PROJECTORS, Arc Lamps, Rectifiers, Generators, Lenses. Stocks liquidated, quick action assured. B-824, Boxoffice, 4704 E.
9th St., Kansas City, Mo.
5-1

HERE

IS YOUR

desires

WANTED
Now

Experienced

working,

buyer,

book-

er, aggressive publicist. I’ll get the business anywhere. Best references. Box 171,
Cambridge,

Maryland.

THEATRICAL

5-1

PRINTING

6x9 HERALDS — 5 thousand — $4.25. 3x8
Heralds — 5 thousand $3.00. 1/3 deposit.
F. O. B. Atlanta. Free cut service. Quaker
Printery, 643 Washington St., Atlanta,
Ga.
5-24-38

DEODORIZERS
KOZONO, the machine that eliminates
all odors electrically. Used by theatres in
27 states. Small cost. No upkeep. Write
for catalogue. Representatives wanted.
The Kozono

HANDY

BOXOFFICE*
4704 East Ninth St.,
Kansas City, Mo.
Kindly insert the following ad
HOUSE" section, running through ALL

5-22

MANAGER:

change.

Cor5-1

YOUR
MONEY.

5-1

EXPERIENCED
THEATRE
Operator
desires to buy or lease small theatre in
East. Also consider percentage operation.
B-822, Boxoffice, 4704 E. 9th St., Kansas

EQUIPMENT

FOR SALE — RCA High Fidelity sound
equipment complete with two Simplex type
projectors and G. E. Mazda lamp houses.
All like new, having been used in screening
room only. Bottom price, $2,000. Majestic
Pictures, Film Bldg., Omaha, Neb.
x5-l

E.
5-1

THEATRE
WANTED— Town 700 to 1,500
population. Minnesota, northern Iowa or
western Wisconsin. Good territory. Give
details. B-821, Boxoffice, 4704 E. 9th St.,

City, Mo.

SOUND

4704

WANTED

S.O.S., 636-BP

5-1

5-1

FOR LEASE

Kansas

Ave., Nev/ York.

equipped

City, Mo.

UPSTAIRS
OR
DOWNSTAIRS— OUR
SEATS WILL KEEP THEM
COMFORTABLE. Thousands of Opera Chairs, famous makes, reconstructed, refinished. Veneer Chairs, 75c up. Get our bulletin 15L.
Eleventh

SALE

completely

with portable booths. Equipments must be
moved out. B-825, Boxoffice, 4704 E. 9th

NOW
available used ARCTIC NU-AIR
Blowers and Air Washers at low prices.
Give auditorium size and seating capacity.
Write U. S. Air Conditioning Corporation,
Northwestern Terminal, Minneapolis,
Minn.
5-8

THEATRE

Display Rates on Recpiest*

VENTILATING

BARGAINS — Reconditioning Arctic NuAIR blowers, noiseless drives, air washers.
Write for prices. Southern Air Conditioning Corp., 101 Walton, Atlanta, Ga. b2-27

is on now! Savings 20 to 50% on Projectors, Sound Equipment, Chairs, Screens, Air
Conditioners, Accessories, Supplies, etc.
Send

\^Uatlna 4iou6e

SERVICES

Co., Charlotte, N. C.

ORDERS'

BLANK

I lOc a word
J 4 insertions
Order) j

seven

tf (b3-13)

price oI 3

times in your "CLEARING
sectional editions of BOXOFFICE:

SALE

FOR

SALE — Two theatre organs in excellent condition now installed and being
used and as good as new. Write or see
Glen W. Dickinson Theatres, Inc., 3525
Broadway,

Kansas

BOXOFFICE

City, Mo.

:: May

1, 1937.

Blind ads — lOc extra to cover cost oi postage.
(Don't forget to count words in name

and address that is to appear in the ad.)

5-1
'Address
copy to nO.XOKFICE,
4T04 E. Ninth St.. KniiNns City,
Forms
close Monday
noon
preceding
publication date.
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They went direct to the Studio for the Most Important
Convention in film history! And they’re bringing you
the happy facts about M-G-M’s Greatest Year of Hits,
1937-1938. What a Product Message they’ve got. Put
Welcome on your mat for the boys of M-G-M!
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A survey made by Radio Guide, weekly

BY

SSOCIATED
UBLI CATIONS

' BEN SHLYEN
Editor-in-Chief
and Publisher
WM.

G. FORMBY
Editor

Associate Editor

Problem

What's

to be done

about

it?

revelations. The findings were very much contrary to the contentions of exhibitors that radio
performances by motion picture players have a

producer control over the player's professional
engagements by radio or any other form of entertainment. Metro has exercised this control to a

effect on boxoffice

intakes.

The poll, covering some 12,000 families, was
believed to be a good cross-section of public
opinion throughout the nation.
Yet exhibitors, in their convention at Miami,
cited as most important their resolution indicting
radio performances by stellar picture players as
inimical to their interests and as competition of
the worst order. As a result of this action a
committee, appointed after the convention, met
in New York last week for the purpose of devising
ways and means of reducing, if not altogether
eliminating, the harmful effects of this industry

A. L. FINESTONE

EDITIONS

Perhaps the answer lies here: It is our understanding that producer-player contracts give the

Summed up briefly the Radio Guide's poll
showed the following; (1). That radio is a stimulus to motion picture attendance. (2). That confirmed radio fans are, overwhelmingly, also motion picture fans. (3). That broadcasts featuring
motion picture players bring radio listeners to
picture theatres by a ratio of two and one-half
such patrons to one who is not influenced.

WEEKLY

SECTIONAL

fan magazine, and published in the April 17
issue of BOXOFFICE, produced some startling

business-harming

FBLiIS'HED

SEVEN

limited extent — it can carry it further; 20th Century-Fox last week declared that it would act to
restrict the radio appearances of its contract players. This is control in the right place— at the
source. Producers have in their hands the key to
the solution of this industry problem. If they will
use that key, they will be acting in the interest of
their investment in talent, which they have developed and which exhibitors, by playing their pictures, have nurtured into stardom. They will solve
once

and for all (if they don't weaken in exercising their rights) a problem that holds the greatest
threat to the future welfare of the industry.

A Proud

Record

The withdrawal of operating licenses from
14 burlesque houses in New York City may be
figuratively eaten up by crackpot reformists who
will seize upon it as cause for new onslaughts on
alleged indecencies in motion pictures. This happening will give some glee to quarters that have
been beating the tom-tom sounding imaginary
fears that have been made into bold headlines

JESSE SHLYEN
Managing Editor
J. HARRY TOLER
Modern Theatre Editor

problem.

' J. H. GALLAGHER
director of Advertising

a stimulating effect on picture business — when
these broadcasts have been timed to coincide

and "exciting" copy. But there is the record
cite that speaks well enough for itself;

with first-run openings. But what of business at
other theatres while broadcast listeners were kept
at their radios? Did the radio broadcast of scenes

In one year there has been a gain of from
87 to 97 per cent in the production of pictures
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Some of the radio tieups made by motion picture studios whereby an entire cast of principals
enacted parts from their current vehicle have had

to

the picture got into its subsequent runs from 30
to 60 days later? And what about the broadcasts
that are being given on the newer pictures tied

given "Family" ratings and suitable for all to see.
In the past year more outstanding pictures — more
important pictures — pictures that will endure—
have been produced than ever in the history of
the industry. If ever the industry has been able

up; don't they tend to offset the supposed
up for the earlier releases?

to hold high its head and fearlessly proclaim the
wholesomeness of its wares, it is now. If ever

or hit songs from the picture have a helpful or
harmful influence on theatre attendance when

build-

All argument to the contrary notwithstanding,
radio, while it can be made a temporary or expedient ally to a specific motion picture, is on
the whole the strongest competition to the motion
picture. While it has been cited as a "source of
talent" for motion pictures and also as a "star
maker" for this industry, it actually has contributed very little in this direction; radio has taken
more from the screen than it has given to it. And
currently the screen is being exploited by radio
to a very flagrant degree.

the industry
now.

has

achieved

a

renaissance,

it is

O N O G R A M
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LEGION

S
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By nor:

OUTER
THE By OCTAVOS
ROY

GATE'

COHEN

By JACK LONDON

PARADISE

THE

ISLE

Cosmopolitan Magazine story by Allan Vaughan
Elston. Featuring Warren Hull and Movita
Castenada with strong supporting cast.

By FRANKLIN
//

By HARRISON

Based on the Woman's Home Companion story
"Blind Date" by Leona Dalrymple. Breezy funladen film-musical of irresistible appeal.

CONES HOME'
KLES
FREC
By
Jeanette
Stratton-Porter. The most beloved

A

BRIDE

★

or SKY BLUE WATER'
LAND
Charles Wakefield Cadman's immortal melodies

in a lavish, epic musical love story with a strong
cast of celebrated singers.

i/

JACOBS

By JOSEPHINE

DOOR

ii

WARDING

FOR

HENRY

BENTHAM

8
LONE

STAR

WES

fiction character of our time, with a marquee
title of superlative pulling power.

i/

WOMAN

NEXT

By STEPHEN

i/

SWEETHEART

GIRL

JR.

C. PARSONS

NUMBERED
THE
/y

HERE

BARRIERS

By EDWIN

ROMANCE of the LIMBERLOST

COLLEGE

ARE
ADREON,

BLAZING

★
From the famous novel "Her Father's Daughter"
by Gene Stratton Porter. Brilliant successor to
"Girl of the Limberlost."

MARINES

ii

OF RAINBOW'S END
A RIDIN' GENT
THE CODE OF THE RANGE
WEST

TRAILIN' BACK
ROMANCE OF THE RIO GRANDE
GOD'S COUNTRY AND THE MAN
THE PAINTED TRAIL
THE COUNTRY BEYOND

rr

EATURES

ISSING

FOR

1937-38

MEN

IS. HALL

The LUCK of ROARING
By BRET

SCHOOLBOY

By EDWARD

EGGLESTON

COUNTY
By FELICE

n

QUEEN

OF THE

A

It

FALSE
By LEW

LIPTON

THE

THIRTEENTH

Sensational, gripping melodrama
commentator, by John Krafft.

YUKON

N

D

A

W. PRINCE

& JAMES

_

HOME'

E. GRANT

of a radio

★

TELEPHONE
Live-wire exploitation
of powerful interest.

COLORS

NAN

ii

SHEPARD

OLD KENTUCKY
By HUGH

>//

LONDON

By KATHLEEN

MY

FAI

HEPBURN

By JACK

c

Series

>//

HARTE

THE HOOSIER
THE

GAMP

OPERATOR'

feature on a new theme

★

St

ORDERS'

FLYING

Spectacular epic of the sky-ways . , . mighty
melodrama with sure-fire fan elements.

★

SALESLADY'

Harold Morrow's best-seller novel, giving the
hilarious lowdown on department stores.

★

PORT OF MISSING GIRLS'

^Startling expose revealed in a smashing exploitation feature that spells profits.

FEDERAL

BULLETS'

Major George F. Eliot's rousing novel of U. S.
secret
methods in crime detection.

FILM PRODUCTION CONTINUING
DESPITE STUDIO CRAFT WALKOUT
Screen Actors' Guild Holds
Key to Fate of Strike;
Action Delayed
Hollywood — Hollywood’s

Violence in Hollywood
Studio Strike

long-heralded

Hollywood — A crowd

studio strike, launched to an unimpressive
start late last week when painters, makeup artists, hair dressers and scenic artists
began picketing nine major studios, will
not, for the time being at least, slow up
the production of films on those lots or
in other film manufacturing plants, according to the activities ensuing within

A Week’s

The

strike was

called

Delay

and

pickets

went

on

duty Saturday, May 1, with Columbia, Metro, Paramount, RKO Radio, 20th Century-Fox,
Warner, Universal and Hal Roach — all members of the

producers'

association — being

placed on the strikers' list. Refusal by major producers, acting under the leadership
of Pat Casey, labor relations chief for the
Hays

office, to recognize

shop

for the

painters'

and
union

provide
and

members

of the studio costumers

its affili-

The FMPC immediately requested all affiliated crafts to respect the picket lines.
Painters’ demands, refused in New York
at the producer-labor meetings held there
April 5, include adjustment of working
conditions, chiefly a $1 daily raise for day
men, 12 hours’ notice of cancellation of
calls and agreement for the men to be
hired through a union hiring hall instead
of the present practice of calling direct to
employes’ homes.
Other members of the FMPC which early
this week had gone out on strike were stationary engineers, culinary workers, plumbers, molders, machinists, boilermakers,
welders and utility workers. Present indications are that the longshoreman’s union
will be asked to aid in maintaining studio
picket lines.
Inter-union strife was evidenced in the
issuance of cross-denials by producers and

of the international’s
penters are reported
the wage tilt ordered
York labor-producer

30

Up

union as

Studio carpenters, now members of the
basic wage agreement but being sought by
the FMPC for inclusion in that organization, met Sunday and refused to take a
strike vote. Members were instructed to
May
VOL.
NO.

8
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executive board. Carto be unsatisfied with
for them at the New
meeting.

TO THE

Guild

Outcome of the strike, according to a
consensus of Hollywood opinion, will hinge
directly on the stand taken by the Screen
Actors Guild. If that body, which was active in organizing and backing the FMPC
when its demands for union recognition
were rejected in New York, decided to call
its members out on strike and the order
is obeyed, production in the studios is
certain to feel a crimp, as many prominent contract players are affiliated with
the Guild.

to that group’s stand on the strike. A
news release from Casey at the Hays office declared that costumers had intimated
a desire to negotiate independently with
the producers, breaking away from the
FMPC. Bert Of ford, business representative of the costumers, however, said Casey’s
announcement was premature, in that the
costumers had never officially become affiliated with the FMPC. The group was
to meet early this week to decide whether
to affiliate or to negotiate a separate
contract.

closed

ates when the deadline set by the union's
contact, Charles Lessing, had
passed,
brought to realization the threatened strike.

6

of about

vien invaded the office of the lATSE
union here Tuesday and beat several
men seeking studio employment,
sending five of them to the hospital.
07ie of those beaten suffered two
broken arms, and another a broken
ankle. They were signing up for class
D labor in the studios when the
crowd broke down the doors of the
lATSE office. John Kline, a nonstriking worker at the Universal studio, was beaten by men he said were
pickets and was sent to a hospital,
critically injured.

and without the studios during the strike’s
early days.

With the powerful Screen Actors’ Guild,
which all sides have credited with being
the keystone in the structure of the Federated Motion Picture Crafts, union organization composed of almost a score of
labor groups not now recognized by the
producers, having postponed its decision
as to whether to throw its weight to the
FMPC by joining the strike, indications
early this week were that at least another
week will elapse before anyone will know
just what turn the walkout will take. The
Guild met en masse last Sunday to discuss the situation and decided to maintain hands off until further meetings have
been held, one of which is scheduled for
next Sunday.

cross picket lines and to report for work
as usual, with Abe Muir, international vicepresident, announcing that the walkout
vote could not be taken without approval

.. 3

Failure of the Guild to support the walkout, however, would virtually seal the doom
of the strikers, present interpretations hold.
Pending final decision on the matter, players have been instructed to use their individual judgment as to crossing picket lines.
Resolutions were passed at the Guild meeting Sunday forbidding actors to replace
strikers as makeup artists, hair dressers,
etc., and placed on the black list any actors so doing who are not Guild members.
Not

Hurting

Independents

The strike, called against studio members of the producers association, has not
so far affected independent producers, even
those making pictures for release through
picketed major companies. Samuel Goldwyn, not a member, put two pictures into
work this week without interference.
B. P. Schulberg’s production for Paramount
release continues as usual, and other independents are not being picketed.
Although a check-up of the walkout as
compiled by Casey indicated that more
than 200 persons responded to early .strike
orders last weekend, this number was increased to an estimated 1,500 when other
FMPC affiliates joined the painters and affiliated crafts in the walkout on Monday.
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SCHAEFER

New

York — Gustave

J. Schaefer,

for the

last 12 years in charge of sales for Paramount in central and eastern Europe, has
resigned effective May 17 to join Universal as export manager. He succeeds
N. L. Manheim who recently resigned after being with Universal many years.
Schaefer has been in the business since
1914 when he went with World Film Co.
Prior to his European assignment with
Paramount, he was manager of the company’s exchange in Boston.
BOXOFFICE
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May

8, 1937.

IT TOOK

5 ACADEMY

AWARD

WINNERS TO MAKE THIS
ONE REVUE SENSATION!
I>^rhsis

fjvoiicll^ fjresenis

IN FULL TECHNICOLOR
HERE ARE THE FACTS: Composed of “Flowers and Trees/’
“Three Little Pigs,” “The Tortoise and the Hare,” “Three Orphan
Kittens” and “The Country Cousin” — each of which won a Motion
Picture Academy first prize. Runs 43 minutes and is 3,870 feet long.

Released

June 18th thru UNITED

ARTISTS

Metro Plans Maximum
of 52 Features; 201 Shorts
Hollywood — Reflecting confidence that
the excellent business conditions prevailing
in the motion picture business will continue through the 1937-38 season, MetroGoldwyn-Mayer has announced a new high
in photoplay production for that period,
with a program that will include from 44
to 52 feature pictures and 201 short subjects.
Announcement of Metro’s forthcoming
program was made at Wednesday’s session of the company’s annual sales convention being held at the Ambassador Hotel this week.
The short product will include 78 onereel pictures: 12 two-reelers and 104 issues

Norma Shearer Back to
Metro Career
Hollywood — Highlighting the
convention luncheon at the M-G-M
studio on Monday was the announcement by Louis B. Mayer, that
Norma Shearer would resume her
motio7i picture career.
Introducing the star to the 260
delegates, Mayer added that he was
proud Miss Shearer had decided to
remain with the orgaiiization in
which she rose to stardom.

of the newsreel, “News of Today.’’ Both
features and shorts will be inclusive of
product from the Hal Roach studios.
Maintained,
high standard

it was
which

said, would
brought

be the

Highlights
Eleanor

Powell

and

Nelson

Eddy

male

role of the

won
year,

the most
the

Great

Clark Gable and Spencer Tracy will be
Canadian.”
presented in an aviation story, “Test Pilot,”
by Lt. Commander Frank Wead. Jean
Harlow is to star in a production titled
“The

Best

Dressed

Woman

in Paris.”

characterization, “Lola Montez,” famous
charmer of the 1849 gold camps. Photoplay has been adapted from the book,

Eddy will co-star in “The Girl of the Golden West,” as based on David Belasco’s
play.
Gable in Coveted Role
has

titled “The

are to

mund Romberg. “Three Comrades,” Erich
Maria Remarque’s companion piece to “All
Quiet on the Western Front,” will offer
Robert Taylor, Spencer Tracy and James
Stewart. Jeanette MacDonald and Nelson

Gable

North

Crawford as “Lola Montez”
Joan Crawford is to have an historical

be starred in “Rosalie,” a musical play by
William Anthony McGuire and Guy Bolton: music by George Gershwin and Sig-

Clark

story of the Great

an-

of the feature product
nouncement include the following:

coveted

star part

in

will be

chosen,

include:

“The

American

Flaggs,” by Kathleen Norris: “The Foundry,” by Albert Halper: “Pride and Prejudice,” by Jane Austen: “Anchor Man,” by
Fannie Heaslip Lea: “As Thousands
Cheer,” musical revue by Moss Hart and
Irving Berlin: “Bright Girl,” by Vina Delmar: “Declasse,” by Zoe Akins: “The Distaff Side,” by John Van Druten: “The FarOff Hills,” by Lennox Robinson: “Goodbye, Mr. Chips,” by James Hilton: “The
Harbourmaster,” by William McFee: “Her
Excellency’s Tobacco Shop,” by Lazio BusFekete: “I’ve Married an Angel,” by Joseph Vazary: “Johann Strauss,” an original story:’ “La Tendresse,” by Henri Bataille: “A Lady Comes to Town,” by Clements Ripley: “Ma Pettengill,” by Harry
Leon Wilson: “Merrily We Roll Along,” a
musical by George Kaufman and Moss
Hart: “Nancy Stair,” from the play by
Eleanor McCarthy: “No Hero,” by J. P.
Marquand: “Not Too Narrow Not Too
Deep,” novel by R. Sale.
Many

Best

Sellers

“One Came Home,” by Grace Norton:
“The Paradine Case,” play by Robert

such produc-

tions of the year just passed as "Good
Earth,” “Captains Courageous,” “Romeo
and Juliet,” “Camille,” “The Great Ziegfeld,” “After the Thin Man” and others.
Among the Features

Other story properties owned by MetroGoldwyn-Mayer from which productions

“Heavenly Sinner,” by T. Everett Harre.
A comedy-drama of modern marital disturbance is “Wedding Dress,” starring Robert Montgomery. Eleanor Powell will lead
cff in an original musical production,
“Hats in the Air,” by Dwight Taylor.
“Merry Christmas” is a vehicle which
has been written by Norman Krasna especially for Luise Rainer. William Powell
and Myrna Loy will be seen in a third
“Thin
Thin

Man”

story, titled “Return

of the

Hichens: “The Party,” play by Ivor Novello: “Presenting Lily Mars,” novel by Booth
Tarkington: “Rennie Peddigoe,” novel by
Booth
Victor
“Sehoy

Tarkington: “Rose of Algeria,” by
Herbert: “Sari,” Viennese operetta:
Ahoy,”

by Clements

Ripley:

“Silas

Marner,” by George Eliot: “Timberline,”
by Gene Fowler: “Tish,” by Mary Roberts
Rinehart: “The Wind and the Rain,” by
Merton Hodge: “A Couple of Quick Ones,”
by Eric Hatch: “Pitcairn Island,” by Nordhoff and Hall: “The Red Mill,” Victor
Herbert musical: “I Love You Again,” by
Octavus Roy Cohen: “Pierre of the Plains,”
by Edgar Selwyn: “All the Brothers Were
Valiant,” by Ben Ames Williams: “Caprice,”
by Dalton Trumbo: “Courthouse Square,”
by Hamilton Basso: “The Four Marys,” by
Fannie Heaslip Lea: “Green Grow the
Lilacs,” by Lynn Riggs: “The French
Quarter,” by Herbert Asbury: “Katinka,”
an operetta by Otto Harbach and Rudolph
Friml: “Race the Sun,” a novel by Dale
Collins, and “Sea of Grass,” by Conrad
Richter.

Man.”

Robert Sherwood’s New York success,
“Idiot’s Delight.” Three stars, Jean Harlow, Robert Taylor and Wallace Beery, will
appear in the play, “Springtide,”
Priestley and George Billham.
Jeanette

MacDonald

and

by J. B.

Allan

Jones

are combined for “Firefly,” the musical
opera by Otto Harbach and Rudolph Friml.
Comedy melodrama centered about the
Spanish civil war is the motif of “Spanish
Omelette,” a Robert Montgomery vehicle.
The stage road of 1845 across the plains
provides the locale for “Stand Up and
Fight,” a drama which will star Wallace
Beery.
William

Powell

and

Myrna

Loy

will co-

star in an adaptation of Ferenc Molnar’s
sparkling play, “Great Love.”
One of the biggest productions, physically, of the year will be “Kim,” by Rudyard
Kipling, co-starring Freddie Bartholomew
and Robert Taylor.
Jean

Harlow.

Robert

Taylor

and

Spen-

cer Tracy will co-star in “Tell It to the
Marines.” Clark Gable will appear in a

8

Hungry conventionites, having concluded a business session at the Ambassador Hotel, are shown here as they troop into the Metro studios for luncheon
on one of the sound stages.
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NEWS BRIEFS
House

Action on Film

Trade Probe "Routine”

Judiciary committee’s recommendation
that rules committee consider Hobbs resolution seen as usual move to get additional
information for former group.

No Minnesota Effort
to Push Divorce Bill
Special session to convene

May

24 at

governor’s call will be limited to general
tax measures, with Allied content to wait
two more years.

Exhibitor Concession
Campaign

Is Stalled

Establishment of conciliation boards,
upon which depends most of concessions
secured in MPTOA program, now far in
future, survey of distributors reveals.

Ascap

to Appeal State
Law Curbing Activity

Music society to test constitutionality of
Washington state statute; action already
taken in federal court against similar Montana law.

Dave

Selznick to East
to Talk Release Deal

United Artists producer into New

York

for conferences looking to release of “Gone
With the Wind’’ through Metro.

Committee to Survey
Radio Broadcast Effect
Several hundred theatres in different
sections will be questioned by MPTOA radio committee to determine extent of inroads by film stars ether programs.

Electrics Suspending
Service Charge in Row
RCA and Erpi notify exhibitors affected
by lATSE union lockout of sound equipment service men; Cleveland and St. Louis
under ban, with Kansas City and Chicago
next in line.

Gotham. Independents
See Federal Cleanup
Action
monopoly
forerunner
of justice

against the alleged Aluminum
seen by ITOA of New York as
of campaign by the department
against all industries.

All Independents Invited
to Annual Allied Meeting
A blanket invitation to all independent
exhibitors to attend the annual convention

SIX EXCHANGE KEYS
HAVE UNION GRANTS
Washington — Although

W. Ray Johnston, president, announces
sales goal of $4,333,000 for 1937-38 at annual convention in Chicago; campaign to
be launched May 12.
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re-

port of the lATSE drive to unionize exchange workers and minor theatre employes is not yet available, Louis Krouse
at lATSE headquarters here Tuesday declared that the organization had granted
charters to film exchange and theatrical
locals in six cities to date.
Attempts are being made to organize
only where workers appear in sympathy
with the movement, according to Krouse,
assistant to lATSE President George
Browne. “We have given specific orders
to our representatives to push the movement only in such cases where workers
themselves
want organization or charter,’’
he said.
Locals for exchange employes (B.l) and
theatrical employes (B.2) already are in
operation in St. Louis, Mo., Krouse said,
with exchange locals additionally in the
following spots:
Boston, B.3; Cleveland, B.5; Philadelphia B.7; Buffalo, B.9, and Pittsburgh,
B.ll. Charters have been granted each under American Federation of Labor supervision.
Exchange employes already have established an agreement in Boston, Krouse
said, which gives workers from 20 to 30
per cent increase in wage scales and a reduction in hours per week.

GRAND NATT FORCE
TO COAST MEETING
New

York — Sixty sales delegates

and

20

studio production executives will attend
Grand National’s sales convention at the
Ambassador Hotel, Los Angeles, May 16 to
19. The date will mark the first anniversary of the company’s organization.
Edward L. Alperson, president: Edward
Peskay, vice-president in charge of distribution, and Edward Finney, director of advertising, now in Hollywood, are completing the 1937-38 schedule. It is expected
to be announced as 65 features, including
two series of westerns of eight pictures
each.
In addition
office

to the

three

now

in Hollywood,

home

representatives at the convention will include: W. J. Neary, comptroller; Ann Rosenthal,

leg’al adviser; James
Winn
and
Sol Edwards,
division sales managers; Alfred Crown, traveling
Latin American
sales representative; Jack Barnstyn, vice-president and foreign managing
director; Edward Ugast, assistant foreign manager,
and

Monogram Sales Quota
Exceeds Four Millions

the complete

Harry J. Allen, supervisor
tribution, and Stanley Hatch.

of

Canadian

dis-

Grand
National production and studio executives who will attend include: Victor Schertzinger,
Eugcn Fronke. B. F. Zeidman, Zion Myers, George
A. Hirliman, M. H. Hoffman, Andrew
L. Stone,
Edward
Finney, Richard Rowland
and Max Alexander. producers; Philip H. Krasne. resident attorney; Sidney M. Bidden, story editor and product'on executive; Harold Lewis, studio manager; A.
E. Kaye, technical supervisor; Sam Wallis, studio
comptroller, and Robert Luplow, auditor.

of Allied States Ass’n of Motion Picture
Exhibitors at the Pfister Hotel in Milwaukee May 26-28 is extended through Boxoffice

by P. J. Wood

convention

of Columbus,

chairman,

Ohio,

in a letter to this

publication.
“This invitation,” Wood observed, “is extended in good faith to all independent exhibitors, including Ed Kuykendall ( MPTOA
president) and the independent members
of his organization.”
Strictly Business
Commenting on
Wood wrote: “As
it is my intention
of all hooey and to

plans for the meeting.
convention chairman,
to purge the sessions
stay away from mean-

ingless resolutions.”
In addition
to consideration of the Allied program embracing restrictive efforts
against block booking and “affiliated”
theatres, convention delegates will hear a
group of speakers on subjects of interest
to theatre owners. Wood said. He indicated these subjects would include: “Additional Profit to be Obtained Through
Proper Air Conditioning in Theatres,”
“Television and Its Probable Effect Upon
Motion Picture Theatres,” and “What the
Distributor Can Do to Help the Exhibitor
Sell His Merchandise.”
Equipment

Display

A display of equipment will be held in
connection with the convention. Wood said
that 14 firms already have indicated they
will occupy exhibition space.
A meeting of the Allied directors will lead
off the business sessions at 10:00 a. m. on
May

26, with the convention formally assembling at 2:00 p. m. the same day. The
second business session will start at 1:00
p. m. on May 27, with the annual banquet
slated for 7:00 p. m. that evening. The
final session will begin at 10:00 a. m. on
May 28.
Third
New

“Divorce”

York — With

Setback

Ohio’s

legislature

re-

cessing late last week until May 10, at
which time little more than appropriation
measures are expected to receive attention,
Allied’s theatre “divorcement” program
met its third setback.
Similar measures are still pending in
California, Michigan, Wisconsin and New
Jersey, while only North Dakota has enacted such a bill. “Divorcement” bills failed
in Indiana and Minnesota when their governing bodies adjourned sine die.
About half of the industry's legislative
problems have expired with adjournment
of 23 state legislatures. There are still 23
legislatures in session. A special session
in Minnesota has been called for May 24.
RCA
New

York — Radio

NET
Corp. of America

this

week reported net income in the first quarter of 1937 of $2,243,057.
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BAR
A COMPUTATION OF WHAT THE PICTURES DID IN
THEIR FIRST RUNS IN PRINCIPAL CENTERS AS COMPILED FROM THE WEEKLY REPORTS IN BOXOFFICE.

PERCENTAGES

75

NUMBER OF RUNS FOLLOWS INITIALS OF DISTRIBUTORS. PICTURES WITH LESS THAN 5 RUNS NOT LISTED. AVERAGE THEATRE GROSS FIGURED AT 100%.

PERCENTAGES

90 100 110 125 140

Breezing Home

(Univ)

6

Murder

China

(RKO)

7

Nancy Steele Is Missing
Fox)

Passage

Criminal

Lawyer

(RKO)

5

5

Good

Earth, The (M-G-M)

Head

Over

Heels in Love

Secretary

History Is Made
I Promise

King and
(WB)

Take

Money

the Chorus

(Col)

Willing and

6

Sea

9

Seventh

Heaven

(WB)

(20th-Fox)

the Lady

8

29

(RKO).... 8

(20th-Fox).... 6

5

Swing High, Swing
(Para)

5

Time Out for Romance
(Fox)
Top of the Town
Waikiki
We

Low
24
(20th8

14

(Univ)

Wedding

Have
on

When

Love

18

(Para)

Our Moments

We're

44
(Univ).. 7

the Jury (RKO)
Is Young

5

(Univ)

6

5
When's

Maytime

Able

9

Step Lives, Jeeves

13

(20th-Fox)

Woman

20

Devils (RKO)

Soldier and

6

of the People (M-G-M)

Marked

24

Girl

(Col)

Is News

(M-G-M)

Street (RKO)

Ready,

25

Lost Horizon

Man

15

at Night (UA)..29

Let's Get Married

10
7

Property

Quality

(FN) 11

to Pay (Col)

Internes Can't
(Para)

Love

(GB)

Lies (Para)

Her Husband's

(20th-

(Para)

Personal

Husband

(Para) 7

(20th-

to Town

Fifty Roads
Fox)

Her

Outcast

to College

90 100 110 125 140

8

Affair, A (M-G-M)

Family

Goes

75

(FN)

Your

Birthday?

(RKO).. 9

17

(M-G-M)

Wings of the Morning
Fox)

51

(20th5
City

City
CITIES
cent)

WHICH

FROM
achieved

by

AVERAGES

individual

City

cities

WERE
COMPUTED:
With comparative figures indicating
City
as compiled from the first run records of each.

Pet.
Pet.
95

105
.
Chicago
Cincinnati
Cleveland
Dallas
Denver
10

.

.

.. . 100
105
120
115
105
140

[ndianapolis
Kansas City
Los Angeles
Milwaukee
Minneapolis
New Haven

100
110
105
105
125
90

New

Orleans

New York
Oklahoma
Omaha
Pittsburgh

City

Portland Me.
Portland, Ore.

the percentage

of average

business

(100 per

Pet.
Providence
110
120
110
110
140
90

Pet.
125
110

St. Louis

105

San Francisco
Seattle
Washington,
BOXOFFICE
BOXOFFICE
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May
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115
110
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"Romeo and Juliet" Wins
April Blue Ribbon Award
Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer's lavish screen dramatization of the
immortal love story, "Romeo and Juliet," has been voted by National Screen Council members as the April recipient of the BOXOFFICE Blue Ribbon Award.
Norma

Shearer

this Shakespearean
to everyone.

and

The action is woven
This Award is given each
month to the film receiving
the highest number of votes
by the members of the National Screen Council, whose
selection is governed by outstanding merit and suitability of the film to whole-family entertainment. Members
of the Council include over
200 motion picture editors of
leading newspapers throughout the country, motion picture reviewing committee of
the International Federation
of Catholic

Alumnae,

Clubs.

the stellar roles in

around

four adventurous

is familiar

days in the lives

of Romeo and Juliet, from the time of their meeting, to the banishment of Romeo and the final reunion in the tomb of the two lovers.
Highlights of the film include the .famous balcony scene, the ballroom and tomb scenes, and the massive square of Verona.

Cast

of Characters

Juliet

Norma

Shearer

Benvolio

Romeo

Leslie

Howard

Balthasar

Mercutio

John

Nurse

Barrymore

....Edna May

Oliver

Reginald
Maurice

Denny
Murphy

Prince of Verona.. ..Conway Tearle
Friar Laurence ....Henry Kolker

Basil Rathbone
Tybalt
Lord Capulet.... ....C. Aubrey Smith
Peter

Lord Montague.... Robert Warwick

Paris

Lady Capulet

Ralph

Forbes

Production
Director
Author

George
William

Cukor

Lady Montague
Virginia
Violet

Settings by

Cooper

by

Oliver

Dance

Messel

Director

and Adrian

Agnes deMille

Jennings

Artistic Consultant.. Oliver Messel

Herbert

Stothart

Literary Consultant

Cedric Gibbons
Cedric Gibbons
Oliver

Associate

Kemble

Talbot

Musical Score
Art Director

Hammond

Staff
Costumes

Shakespeare

Screen Adaptation

i‘

have

and

state motion picture chairmen of the General Federation of Women’s

Leslie Howard

classic, the tragic love story of which

and

Messel

Fredric Hope

Prof.

William

Strunk

Jr.

of Cornell University
Photographed by
William

Film Editor

Daniels,

Margaret

A.S.C.

Booth

Monogram Pictures Starts New Season
With Nation-Wide Setup Completed

More

Than

Home

100 Men

From

Olfice, Studio and

Field in Convention
Chicago — With W. Ray Johnston presiding as chairman, the fifth annual convention of Monogram Pictures Corp. began
its series of meetings Friday at the Drake
Hotel

under the most auspicious conditions. More than 100 men were present,

representing the home office, studio and
exchanges, to plan for the greatest year in
Monogram’s

history.

Associated with Mr. Johnston in this endeavor are many outstanding personalities
in filmdom, as well as several whose presence here marks their advent into the
ranks of important screen executives.
Among those who are taking part are J. A.
Sisto of the New York stock exchange firm
which is underwriting Monogram’s stock
subscription; O. Henry Briggs, president of
Pathe;

Sol

A. Rosenblatt,

former

chair-

man of President Roosevelt’s Code Authority for the industry and member of the
board of directors; Scott R. Dunlap, vicepresident in charge of production, and
Fdward A. Golden, general sales manager
of the organization.
A Success

Rayart

Pictures

Corp., ter-

minating the company’s profitable activities four years later when talking pictures
made

their debut. After Rayart’s liquidation, Monogram was founded in 1931 as a
cooperative organization of 20 exchange
franchise holders with 30 affiliated exchanges.
Its achievements

in its own

the “Hoosier Schoolmaster” have steadily
added to the strength and prestige of the
organization and won for it the good will
of thousands of exhibitors.

W.

Ray

Personnel

Johnston’s career
tainment world dates back

in the entermore than a

score

of years

studio

he played leading roles while functioning in the executive capacities of secretary-treasurer. Thanhouser produced

to Thanhouser,

at which

“The Million Dollar Mystery,” the serial
that made boxoffice history. In 1917 Johnston was at the helm of Arrow, advancing
its position steadily until the formation of
Rayart in 1924.
To

16

Scott

R. Dunlap

home

office personnel

falls the responsi-

of Monogram

comptroller, and J. S. Harrington,
ger of accessories.

mana-

Dunlap’s studio staff includes as supervisors, Ken Goldsmith, Dorothy Reid, Lon
Young, Robert N. Bradbury and Joseph H.
Steele; George E. Kann, production manager; Hazel Jameson, story editor; William
L. Peirce, publicity director, and Ernest R.
Hickson, technical director.
Monogram

W. RAY
President

JOHNSTON
of Monogram

Players

Jackie Cooper, Mickey Rooney, Ralph
Morgan and Edward Arnold jr. are among
players

who

will be starred

in Monogram’s 1937-38 productions. Scott
R. Dunlap, vice-president in charge of production, will make a wide search to obtain
other

stellar-calibre

the company’s

players

releases

to appear

for next

in

season.

Others featured in the first group of
productions to go before the cameras are
Florine McKinney. Inez Courtney, Ralph
Forbes, Kay Linaker, Guy Bates Post, Irene
Franklin, Warren Hull. Movita Castenada,
Weldon Heyburn and Ben Alexander.

field have

been notable. Such production as “The
Girl of the Limberlost,” “The Keeper of
the Bees,” “Sweetheart of Sigma Chi” and

Experienced

The

includes Herschel Stuart, treasurer; Norton V. Ritchey, manager of the export department; Louis S. Lifton, director of advertising and publicity; J. P. Friedhoff,

the prominent

Story

Monogram’s is a success story of an organization established by W. Ray Johnston
on principles of sound showmanship. In
1924 he started

bility of producing Monogram’s schedule
for the coming season. A veteran of the
motion picture business, Dunlap has had
a wide variety of experience as a director
for Fox, Warners and Columbia. Prior to
his association with Monogram, for seven
years he was a member of the agency firm
of Frank and Dunlap in Hollywood. He
relinquished his partnership on January 1
of this year to become identified with
Monogram.

Westerns

for

1937-’38

Two series of westerns, in addition to its
regular program of 26 features, will be
made for Monogram’s 1937-38 program, it
is announced by W. Ray Johnston, president.
A

“Lone

Star”

series of eight

outdoor

SCOTT R. DUNLAP
Production Chief

dramas, and another eight listed as “Fast
Action” westerns will be made with two
prominent stars to be announced.
The titles of the first group are: “West
of Rainbow’s End,” “A Ridin’ Gent,” “The
Code of the Range,” “Trailin’ Back,” “Romance of the Rio Grande,” “God’s
try and the Man,” “The Painted
and “The Country Beyond.”

CounTrail”

In the “Fast Action” series are; “Danger ’Valley,” “Where the West Begins,”
“Snow Dust,” “Riders of the Dawn,”
“Wanderers of the West,” “Man From

Herschel Stuart
Treasurer.

Norton

BOXOFFICE
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Hell’s River,” “The
“Man’s Country.”

Last

Prominent
Prominent
and

Frontier”

and

MONOGRAM EXCHANGES
and MANAGEMENT

Authors

authors

of best-seller

novels

short stories featured in leading fiction magazines are represented in Mono-

gram’s list of stories for 1937-’38. Several
have in the past contributed screen stories
for outstanding Monogram successes.
Among

the

noted

writers

whose

works

will be filmed are Gene Stratton-Porter,
Jack London, Edward Eggleston, Charles
Wakefield Cadman, Bret Harte, Allan
Vaughan Elston, Kathleen Shepard, Octavus Roy Cohen, Josephine Bentham, Leona
Dalrymple, Jeanette Stratton-Porter,
jor George F. Eliot, Harold Morrow.
First-Rank
In adapting

Ma-

Hinton

stories to the screen

Smith,

who

recently

Welansky,

com-

Broidy.

but by Cagney himself — an announcement
from Grand National last week settled all
doubts as to his immediate film future.

jr.

Chicago — Henri Elman.
Cincinnati — William Onie.
Cleveland — Nate
Dallas — Ed
Des

Edward

Schultz.

Hurlbut,

Losbins.
Angeles — Ray
Memphis — John

W.

M-G-M’s “The Voice of Bugle Ann,” Norton S. Parker, Harold Tarshis, Robert Lee
Johnson and others.

Oklahoma

Decker.

Carl Harthill.

Norris, Lester
Howard

Mangham

Philadelphia — Sam
Portland — Ray

Strick-

Olmstead,

W.

Mc-

Geo.

Blu-

A. M.

The ruling is regarded as a significant
one for George S. Ryan, Boston attorney,
who

is counsel for the complicated Momand anti-trust litigation, including that
of A. B. Momand, who is seeking damages
viola-

Momand is suing for damages aggregating $100,000, charging unlawful combination and conspiracy on the part of

NEW

Dir. of Advertising

Comptroller
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Johnson’s

last ad-

venture picture, “Borneo,” will be distributed by 20th Century-Fox, Mrs. Osa Johnson, his widow, having affixed her name to
a contract with the company.

Goldstein.

Paramount, Loew’s, 20th-Pox, Universal,
Columbia, United Artists, RKO and Warner Bros, in connection with her one-time
operation of a theatre in Shawnee, Okla.

J. P. Friedhoff

Row-

Bachman.

of $4,500,000 for alleged anti-trust
tions by major distributors.

Louis S. Lifton

Richard

Scott.

Boston — The United States district court
here has turned down the plea of major
distributors that the anti-trust action of
Mrs. Loretta L. Momand
of Shawnee,
Okla., be tried elsewhere than in Boston.

Mrs.

under

D. J. Selznick.

Must Try Momand
Action in Boston

Sales Manager

second Dynamite,”
land’s production

Hollywood — Martin

T. Fidler, W.

Olmstead,

Washington — Harry

General

Cagney has previously appeared in
“Great Guy,” and recently completed his

Olmstead.

St. Louis — Harry

A. GOLDEN

Shooting starts late in May from the
original story by Schertzinger and Austin
Parker. Schertzinger will direct.

Rosen.

San Francisco — Ray
menthal.

EDWARD

in the

"Borneo" Via 20th-Fox

jr.

William

Welansky,

Salt Lake City — Lon
Kendrick.

Seattle — Ray

Stub-

Scott.

Ringler,

Pittsburgh — Ben

Dur-

Weiner.

City — Carr
O.

him

jr.

Orleans — John W. Mangham
York — Joe Felder.

Omaha — R.
land.

cast

Trampe.

Minneapolis — Charles
New
New

Sam

Olmstead,

Milwaukee — C. W.

pleted an assignment on Wanger’s “Vogues
of 1938;” Owen Francis, Marion Orth, Harvey A. Gates who wrote the screenplay for

F. E. Judd.

Elman,

City — William

has

“Something to Sing About,” the third picture which Cagney will make for GN.

T. Fidler.

Moines — R. O. Ringler,

Kansas
land.

Alperson

leading role in Victor Schertzinger’s first
musical production for the company,

Blumenthal.

Denver — Lon

Hollywood — In face of the wild rumors
that have been going around Hollywood for
the past month to the effect that James
Cagney has been contemplating a return
to the Warner fold — reports which were
scoffed at not only by studio spokesmen

jr.

Steve

Buffalo — Harry Berkson.
Charlotte — John W. Mangham

Indianapolis — Henri

Scott R. Dunlap, vice-president in charge
of production, has engaged first-rank scenarists who have been identified with recent hits. Included among the writers are
June

Boston — Ben

Detroit — William

Scenarists

these

Albany — Harry Berkson.
Atlanta — John W. Mangham

ASSIGNMENT SPIKES
CAGNEY ADIEU HINT

GN

RELEASE

Hollywood — “The Spy of Napoleon,” a
British picture starring Richard Barthelmess and Dolly Haas, will be distributed
in the United States by Grand National.

Owners:
David

Milgram

and Ray Schwartz.
Distributor; H. M. Smith.

The TEMPLE

Depends on

Kooler-Aire
Large theatres and small ones . . . thousands
of them, all over America . . . depend on
Kooler-Aire for efficient cooling and airconditioning. Kooler-Aire Systems are
built for any size theatre — in any desired
type — evaporative washed air, cold water
and refrigeration. No matter
matter
whether you are building ;
new theatre, putting
in a new cooling
modeling
system or reone — it will pay you to
your present
get a copy tioning
offor “Air
the CondiModern
and a Kooler-Aire

Theatre”

Survey of your theatre.
U. S. AIR CONDITIONING
2119 Kennedy

MINNEAPOLIS

CORP.

St. N. E.

• MINNESOTA
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Warners Launch 'Prince'
With Record Campaip
New

York — One

of

the

most

and effective national advance campaigns
ever accorded a single motion picture is
that launched by the Warner Bros, home
office

advertising

and

publicity

depart-

ment on the company’s release of “The
Prince and the Pauper,” starring Errol
Flynn and the Mauch Twins.
One
which

of the highlights of this campaign,
includes coverage in newspapers,

magazines,

radio and

billboards, is the ty-

ing in of the Coronation of England’s King
George VI with the picture’s sequence depicting the actual coronation of an English King. The feature has been set for
May 8 release, the world premiere having
taken

place at the New
atre May 5.
Coronation

Realizing

York

Photo

Strand

The-

Breaks

that newspaper

photographers

will experience extreme difficulty in photographing actual coronation scenes in
Westminster Abbey next week, the Warner
publicity staff has prepared special art
layouts of stills from the feature showing
the actual steps that will be followed in
the Coronation and the authentic gowns
and vestments to be worn by the nobility.
As a result, the picture has been receiving
a great amount of art breaks with full-page
rotogravures, in addition to black and
white pages, of these stills.
Record

The

Billboard

film has been given the largest national billboard campaign ever accorded a

snipe
The

picture by the company. The campaign will give the feature a one-week advance and a three-week current buildup,
the posting of 24-sheets in 1.400 selected cities throughout the country. Exhibitors have been given permission to
the

paper with dav-and-date
nouncements of local showings.

pictures

also is being

given

an

an-

ir

Movie

Classic, Romantic Movie Story, Picture Play, Hollywood, Screen Book, Screen
Play, and Stage, are included.
National

Tieups

CAFE METROPOLE (20th-Fox)— One of the
season's most agreeable comedy offerings.
Adolphe Menjou, Loretta Young, Tyrone
Power.
HOLLYWOOD

COWBOY

(RKO)

-- A

novel

story and one providing O'Brien with one
of the best roles he has ever had, this will
be a cilia
heavy
Parker. grosser. George
KID

Besides the big Her aid- Tribune Book
tieup, four other national promotional
campaigns have been arranged for the

GALAHAD

O'Brien

Ce-

(WB) — Action, prior to the

final fight sequences, is slow in this picture. Edward G. Robinson, Bette Davis,
Humphrey

Bogart.

picture. These include a “Fruit of the
Loom” boys’ shirt campaign, featuring
shirts worn by the Mauch Twins. Over
2,000 stores, including the chains of Sears
& Roebuck, Kresge, and the Belk Stores

TURN

will display the merchandise, using an unusual amount of ad and display material;
the Whitman Publishing Co., publishers of

WOMAN
CHASES MAN (UA)— Jammed with
laughs and plenty of good marquee names,

OFF THE MOON (Para)— A gay, tuneful comedy with a cast of expertly selected

players, this is marked for swell audience
reaction. Charlie Ruggles, Eleanore Whitney, Johnny Downs.

for distribu-

this slapstick comedy is easy to take. Miriam Hopkins, Joel McCrea.

tion in ‘five-and-ten’ chain stores throughout the country; The Knox Jell Co., with
ads featuring the Mauch Twins using their

YOU'RE IN THE ARMY NOW
(GB)— Fastpaced and lively comedy of the British
army. Wallace Ford, Anna Lee.

a 10-cent

edition of the book

product. Numerous grocery stores are using these ads for display material; and the
Underwood Typewriter Co., with the distribution of 5,000 window cards tying in
with the picture and their product. They
are also taking large ads playing up the
feature in Scholastic Magazine.
Magazine

general

Publicity

magazines

have

been

devot-

ing “spreads” and special feature stories
on the production and its stars. The May
3 issue of Time magazine devoted its cover
to a picture of the Mauch Twins. The current issue of Life magazine will feature
Coronation scenes from the production.
The American Magazine will feature an
adventure story on the Twins, which they
will back with a national advertising campaign, including the placing of 25,000 cards
with

ex-

campaign

the most important fan magazines reaching an estimated total of 16,000,000 readers. Photoplay, Screenland, Silver Screen,
Modern Screen, Film Fun, Movie Mirror,

The

Coverage

motion

with

tensive national advertising

extensive

FLASHES

copy on “The Prince and the Pauper” on stands throughout the country.

pRir\C£
ByUnARKIWAin
fe CLAUDE RAinS
gARTOD TOAclAflE

TheillAUCUlit^
BllLVlBOBBV
■‘Pm*'- vxexMiWf

COMPLETE

REVIEWS

pictures will appear

on the above

in an early issue

of BOXOFFICE.

NEBRASKA
CURBER
Lincoln — The

ASCAP
PROGRESSES
feeling

was

current

last

week in the Nebraska unicameral that the
legislative measure aimed at the American
Society of Composers and Authors and
Publishers (Ascap) will be made a part of
the state law.
Senator Frank Brady, who is leading the
fight for the bill, last week read letters
from members of the group testifying in
favor of the bill in which he brought out

m

alleged “intimidations” and “threats”
against amusement operators by Ascap.

For More Efficient — More
Economical Air Washing
The finer the
Marley spray

spray the cooler the theatre.
nuy.zles wash air more thor-

oug’hly because they provide a finer, more
unii'orm spray. Thev redure costs because
tliey operate efficiently under low pressure.s.
These nozzles machined internally — et]uipped
with remo\al>le base plug-s — made
in all
capacities. Wr’te for literature and free
sample.
Till*: MAKl.EY
(OMFANY
1915 Walnut fSt,
Kansas
JMo.

MARLEY

Reproduction of a billboard Warner Bros, is spotting to publicize “The
and the Pauper” in the 1,400 selected cities.
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CONCILIATION BOARD IDEA FADES
No lATSE Support
for Studio Strike
New

York — Crafts

affiliated

with

the

lATSE will give Charles Lessing, Hollywood
strike leader, no support, said James Brennan, lATSE vice-president here. Commenting on Lessing’s wires to various
crafts asking for boycott of theatres
throughout the country, Brennan declared
to Boxoffice, “ . . . the lATSE will have
nothing to do with it.” He went on further
to say that none of the AFL unions included in the five-year basic studio agreement will join the strike.
Green

Brophy

Non-Commital

Asks

Support

Brophy,

Measure

CIO

Possible

Board

Albany— r/ie New

York

Surpasses Quota
Artists’ branches

sur-

passed their quotas during the 14-week
George Schaefer drive which ended May 1,
according to A. W. Smith jr., general sales
manager. Announcement of the prize
awards will be made as soon as an audit
of the final returns is completed.
“A Star Is Born,” released during the
final week of the Schaefer drive, has been
setting records throughout the country, according to United Artists, necessitating
second week holdovers in Columbus, Nashville, New Orleans, Providence, Rochester,
San Francisco, Philadelphia, Los Angeles,
Springfield, Worcester and Utica. The picture entered its third week at the Radio
City Music Hall here on Thursday.

After Snoop
New

York— The

Snaps

candid

camera

craze

sweeping the country, newspapers and
magazines, which motion picture stars have
been protesting, would be dealt a death
blow in an ordinance introduced here. The
bill would declare the taking of unauthorized photographs a misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of $10 to $25. Crowd shots
would be exempt.

direc-

tor here, has asked all labor to support the
Federated Motion Picture Crafts studio
strike and act on that group’s plea for
boycott of theatres affiliated with producing companies that now are picketed by
PMPC members.

lUNIOR
New

LAE^maE

York- — Carl

TO

METRO

Laemmle

jr. is set to

become an associate producer for M-G-M
and plans four pictures for 1937-38, he said
here.

EASTERN EDITION Is One of the Seven Sectional Editions in Which BOXOFFICE Is Published Weekly. The
Other Six Editions Are: NEW ENGLAND, MIDEAST, CENTRAL, MIDWEST, WESTERN, SOUTHERN.

By

assembly

Schaefer Drive
York — United

Legislation

and

Buying Season Are
Among Reasons

Is Passed

has passed the Neustein bill No. 3071
which provides for the creation of a
state mediation board to sit in on
labor disputes.

New

Former Congressman Vito Marcantonio,
counsel for the Independent Film Technicians union, has wired Lessing offering “to
tie up production at eight eastern film
laboratories, where we have majority representation.” This new union is seeking
CIO affiliation. Meanwhile, William Green,
AFL president, said here he was uncertain whether he would support the boycott
move against theatres in sympathy with
the Hollywood strike.
SAG Contributes $500
The Screen Actors Guild, with a membership of more than 5,000 actors, expressed its open sympathy with the strikers in
a contribution of $500 presented Thursday to striking studio technicians.
Following receipt of wired request from
Charles Lessing, studio strike leader, the
New York Scenic Artists council called a
meeting for Monday to decide whether to
picket “affiliated” theatres in New York.
Officials of the union, for which 13,000
members are claimed, said that volunteers
would be called for. Lessing is a former
member of the eastern organization.
Washington — John

N. Y. Mediation

New

AL

York — The

FINESTONE
campaign

of the

Mo-

tion Picture Theatre Owners of America
to obtain further concessions from major
distributors, including self-regulation
through a network of conciliation tribunals, has stalled.
Conciliation boards for local mediation
of trade practice disputes, which have
been promised exhibitors for many months,
are now far in the future, according to the
best information obtainable in home office
distribution circles.
Unless the unforeseen occurs, the move
for conciliation boards will remain dormant
until Congress disposes of the supreme
court issue. President Roosevelt, it is
known, plans the introduction of measures
for control of “unfair” trade practices,
effectuating some of the provisions of the
NRA, provided he can obtain a liberal supreme bench.
The distributors, therefore, are watchfully waiting and are represented as unwilling to proceed with a conciliation system which may be superseded by some
government-sponsored setup. Ed Kuykendall, president of the MPTOA, also is
awaiting Congressional developments.
Slight

Chance

for

Boards

Meanwhile, while the negotiations for
creating the industry tribunals have not
actually collapsed, they are surrounded by
so much vagueness that the chances of
their establishment are considered slight.
At least two major companies have taken
a definite stand against the proposal or
against certain of its operating aspects.
With the major companies’ sales meetings extending to late June, it is a foregone conclusion that the general sales
managers will be too busy launching their
new selling seasons to devote much thought
to conciliation or contractual concessions
for some time to come.
The fact that exhibitors will also be occupied with buying product for 1937-38
is one of the reasons for indefinite postponement by Kuykendall, leader in the
(Continued on page 22)

ALFRED L. FINESTONE, Eastern Editor, 551 Fifth Ave.,
New York. N. Y., Phone Vanderbilt 3-7138. PRESCOTT
DENNETT, Bond Bldg., Washington, D. C., V. W. MORROW, 73 W. Eagle St.. Buffalo. N. Y.

Bronze Plaques Awarded
bq AMPA to Ad Winners
New

York — Bronze

plaques,

six inches

in diameter, were awarded Saturday night
to the winners in the second annual advertising awards of the Associated Motion
Picture Advertisers (Ampa). The presentations were made by Gordon S. White, the
organization's retiring president, at Ampa’s
dinner dance at the Hotel New Yorker.
The affair drew approximately 450 persons from the film industry and allied
fields. Ampa realized a profit of some $700
from the party, Herbert Spencer Berg, retiring treasurer, announced this week.
Poster

Award

to Tisman

Joseph Tisman of Warner won the poster award for the second time for a 24sheet on “Black Legion” in which the figure of a masked terrorist holding a whip
and the title predominated. Warner also
was given second choice for a poster on
"Walking Dead.”
Other awards for motion picture industry advertising adjudged the best of the
past year were as follows:
Best press book: M-G-M, for “The Great
Ziegfeld.” Second choice was a tie between

RKO’s “Mary of Scotland” and Universal’s
“Three Smart Girls” press books.
Best advertisement addressed to the
trade: Alec Moss, Paramount, for a trade
insert describing the experiences of a Rushville, Ind., exhibitor. Universal was given

INTERNATIONALIZING the film industry is the latest vogue. Adolph Zukor has
just been made an officer of the French
Legion of Honor “in recognition of his
contributions to the advancement of motion pictures as a world art medium.” In
his troop will be Walter Hutchinson, foreign manager of 20th Century-Fox, and
Truman Talley, vice-president of Movietone News, who were this week elected
chevaliers of the Legion of Honor “for
distinguished services performed in the interests of France.” Recently Zukor was
made
a Knight Commander of the Crown
of Italy.

second choice for an ad on “Three Smart
March

of Time

Ad

Wins

Best advertisement addressed to the pubGirls.”
lic: March of Time, for a full-page magazine ad captioned “Faces.” United Artists
took second choice for a “Come and Get
It” advertisement.
Individual credits were listed as follows:
Winning press book, Howard Dietz, Silas
Seadler, William R. Ferguson, Thomas
Gerety; trade advertisement, Donald Gibbs,
Moe Kallis; advertisement to public, Ralph
Rolan, Benjamin Giffen, Vincent Keppler.

275 OPENINGS
New

SCHEDULED

York — Warner’s

FOR

“The

“PRINCE"

Prince

and

the Pauper” is scheduled for simultaneous
openings in 275 situations throughout the
country during the week of May 8.

Left, Gordon

S. White

is felicitated

by Ketti Gallian of RKO’s player roster on the conclusion of two terms as
Ampa president.
The gentlemen below hold the bronze
plaques awarded by Ampa for the
best film advertising of the past year.
From left: Milton Weiss, M-G-M;
Joseph Tisman, Warner; Alec Moss,
Paramount ; Ralph Rolan, March of
Time. Rolan is Ampa’s new
^Photos by Metropolitan) .

chief.

“If the Screen Actors’ Guild acts in
sympathy with the strikers the film industry may be so crippled it won’t be able
to turn out more than one bad picture a
week.” — H. I. Phillips, N. Y. Su7i.
Harry and William Brandt were among
the Kentucky Derby spectators . . . Bob
Savini is in Toronto . . . Clay Adams, assistant to Sol M. Wurtzel, executive producer at 20th Century-Fox studios, is
honeymooning here with his bride, the former Patty MacRobert, of Larchmont. They
return to Hollywood next week . . . Will
H. Hays will speak before the national
convention of the American Red Cross
at Washington May 13 . . . Carl Laemmle
jr. is here from the coast.
Portrait of a bride-to-be: “Mussolini is
a great fellow. So is Adolf Hitler, for the
German people . . . The people in Hollywood are beautifully treated. The makeup people have very long hours ... I'd
expect something like that (Buddy Rogers saving Connie Boswell in a studio fire)
from

Buddy. He's a good man in emergencies. He plays polo.” — Mary Pickford.

Gastronomical: A testimonial dinner to
Gene Buck, Ascap president, drew such
personages as Herbert Hoover, Postmaster
General Farley, Jack Dempsey, Harry
Hershfield, J. Edgar Hoover and about
750 others. The Catholic Actors’ Guild
sponsored the affair . . . Linton Wells,
eastern director of publicity for Samuel
Goldwyn, was honor guest at a luncheon
given by his former newspaper colleagues
in Washington Tuesday. Lou Brown of
Loew’s Capitol was the arranger.
Izzy Rappaport of the Hippodrome, Baltimore, stopped off here long enough to
predict three weeks at his showindow for
“Shall We Dance” . . . Oscar Doob points,
with pride, to the fact that the boys in
the Loew chain have promoted 62 full
pages of publicity since January I . . .
Jack Glauber, for the last three years
sales manager for Price Theatre Premiums,
has resigned to go into business for himself . . . Erwin Van Swol of the 20th
Century-Fox foreign publicity department,
has parted company with a pesky appendix.
Leslie E. Thompson is back from Palm
Springs, Fla . . . Oscar F. Neu, head of
Neumade Products, is on a tour of equipment dealers, coast to coast . . . Arthur
(Continued on page 24)
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Film-Radio Committee of
MPTOA Plans New Survey
New

33,000,000 Radio Sets in
Use in U. S.

Ned E. Depinet, vice-president of RKO
Radio Pictures (left), and S. Barret
McCormick, director of advertising and
publicity, on their departure from New
York to Hollywood for conferences
with studio officials on the company’s
1937-38 sales convention which starts
June 16.

Ne2a York — Radio sets in use in
United States total 33,000,000, exceeding the number of automobiles
and rhore than double the number of
telephones in operation, according to
a survey just completed by Columbia
Broadcasting System. The network
found that more than 24,500,000 families in the country have radio sets
and that in the first three months
of this year 1,300,000 sets were purchased for homes and automobiles.

York — A

cross-sectional

survey

of

several hundred film theatres in different
sections of the country is planned by the
MPTOA committee on radio which is seeking solutions to the asserted problems involved in the film-radio situation.
The theatre operations to be studied
will include large city houses, subsequent
runs and small town theatres. The survey will be more extensive than the one
conducted some months ago by the Hays
office, results of which were never announced.
Will

Study

Effect

on

Boxoffices

The committee will seek to determine
whether theatres suffer boxoffice declines
when certain programs are on the air. with
a view to suggesting possible studio control of talent under contract and their

B'DWAY SEES TWO
THIRD-WEEK HOLDS
New

York — Broadwayites

are witnessing

the unusual sight of two third-week holdovers playing simultaneously in the city’s
largest first-run houses this week.
“A Star Is Born,” the seventh attraction in the Radio City Music Hall’s history to play this long, started its third
stanza on Thursday, and the following
day “Wake Up and Live” went into its
third week at the Roxy. The theatres have
a combined seating capacity of more than
11,800 and both have accompanying stage
presentations. “Cafe Metropole” started
its second week at the Rivoli on Wednesday and business has been strong enough
to make a third week certain.
The opening of “Mountain Justice” at
the Rialto on Monday will give Warner
four Broadway first-runs. The others are
“The Prince and the Pauper” at the Strand,
“That Man’s Here Again” at the Palace
and “Call It a Day” at the Capitol. Otherwise the Broadway first-run outlet is for
M-G-M product.

Sells Advance Rights
New

York

— Mitchell

Leichter

Sign Gloria Swanson
York — Gloria Swanson,

absent from

the screen since completing “Music in the
Air” for 20th Century-Fox in 1934, will
return to pictures in the leading role of
“Second Mrs. Draper” for Columbia. She
was engaged over long distance telephone
to London this week.
BOXOFFICE

:: May
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Philadelphia — A

rift between

the

Mu-

sicians Union and Warner Bros., which
threatened to assume strike proportions,
was settled last week following a conference between union and company officials.
The breach occurred when Warner insisted on the right to dispense with the
orchestra at the mid-city Fox Theatre
whenever it desired. Union officials
charged that it violated the agreement
signed at the end of the strike last fall.
It was reported that Warner was contemplating dropping vaudeville and orchestra at the Fox to avoid any impending strife.
At the meeting it was finally decided to
guarantee the number of weeks to musicians at all Warner houses.
Conferring were: Joseph N. Weber,
president of the musicians international
union; A. A. Tomei and Rex Ricardi,
president and secretary of the Philadelphia local, and Frank Phelps, Ted Schlanger and Ellis Shipman, representing Warner.

of Ad-

vance Pictures has sold the distribution
rights to his series of eight H. H. Van
Loan action melodramas to Masterpiece
Exchanges in Philadelphia and Washington. The first will be released Sept. 15,
1937.

New

Warner, Musicians
Settle Dispute

FILM ART STUDIOS
TAKES OVER EDISON
New

York

— Film

Art

Studios,

Inc., a

newly-formed company, has taken over
the studio stages of the Edison studio
building in the Bronx and on May 10 will
operate its own production schedule there
under the direction of John T. Doran. Film
Art’s plans call for the production of features, shorts, commercial films and screen
tests in the east, the first on the list being
a series of “We, the People” shorts based
on the U. S. Constitution and having the
cooperation of the Constitutional Commission. No release has been set.

radio material. The possible harm of certain broadcasting material on the stars
themselves also will be taken up.
Walter Vincent, chairman of the MPTOA
committee, is to call a joint session of
company heads, production executives and
broadcasting network officials to meet with
his committee. Invitations for the meeting will go out after he has had an opportunity to confer with Will H. Hays, it
is understood.

PICKFORD-ROGERS
TIE NEXT MONTH
New

York — Mary

Pickford,

United

Ar-

tists partner, returned to Hollywood late
this week to complete arrangements, she
said, for the organization of a producing
company and to be married next month
to Charles (Buddy) Rogers.
The new company, financial plans for
which are in the formative stage, will be
affiliated with United Artists.
Miss Pickford remained in New York
four days after her return from Europe
on Monday. Reluctant to discuss the studio strike in Hollywood because, she said,
she was an actress as well as a producer,
she nevertheless remarked:
“I’m sort of on the spot. As a rule my
sympathies are with the actors. It’s a
shame, though, to hold up 50 productions.”

LEAGUE OF NATIONS
WILL SHOW FILMS
New

York — The

League

of Nations

is

becoming film-minded, according to cable
dispatches from Geneva saying that the
League is equipping two of its assembly
halls with Gaumont British sound projection equipment. The pictures to be shown
will be chiefly documentary and educational films dealings with international
problems. Newsreels of import also will
be shown regularly.
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Monogram Hikes Budget;
Announces 42 Features
Chicago — With

an

average

increase

of

25 per cent in production budgets on all
features, Monogram will re-enter the field
in 1937-38 with a program of 42 releases,
the largest number yet to be announced by
the organization. Twenty-six dramas and
two series of westerns will make up the
year’s schedule, it was decided at the fifth
annual convention now taking place at the
Drake Hotel. Johnston is chairman of the
various business sessions.
The

First

July

1

Delivery on the first of the new Monogram releases has been set for July 1, at
which time eight features are slated to
be on hand in the exchanges.
Heading the program is a special group
of “Certified Attractions” for which important story properties have been purchased and outstanding players sought.
The signing of Jackie Cooper to star in
“Boy of the Streets” is the first step in
the company’s plans to line up important
name players. Titles in the group of specials thus far set are “Paradise Isle,” by
Allen ’Vaughan Elston, with backgrounds
filmed in Samoa, and Warren Hull and
Movita in the principal roles; “Romance
of the Limberlost,” by Gene Stratton-Porter; “College Sweetheart,” a musical based
on Leona Dalrymple’s Woman’s Home
Companion story, “Blind Date;” “Freckles
Comes Home,” a sequel to “Freckles” by
Jeannette Stratton-Porter and “Land of
Sky Blue Water,” with the immortal melodies of Charles Wakefield Cadman.
Other

Features

Other features scheduled are Jack London’s “Wolf Call” and “Queen of the Yukon,” the first based on “That Spot,” and
the other on “Daughter of the Aurora;”
Roy Cohen’s novel, “The Outer Gate;”
Bret Harte’s “Luck of Roaring Camp;”
“Hoosier Schoolboy,” by Edward Eggleston;
Josephine Bentham’s Liberty Magazine
story, “A Bride for Henry;” “Scandal,”
from Kathleen Shepard’s “Tinetype of a
Lady;” “Saleslady,” novel by Harold Morrow, and “Federal Bullets” by George
Fielding Eliot.
Others are “Blazing Barriers” by Edwin
G. Reppone; “The Marines Are Here” by
Franklin Adreon jr.; “False Colors” by
Henry Brandt; “The Thirteenth Man” by
John Krafft; “Legion of Missing Men” by
Norman S. Hall; “The Girl Next Door” by
Stephen Warding; “Port of Missing Girls;”
“The County Fair” by Felice Hepburn;
“Flying Orders;” “My Old Kentucky
Home;” “Telephone Operator.”

MONOGRAM BRANCH
OPENED IN PHILLY
Philadelphia — Monogram

Pictures

has

opened its new exchange here at 1241
Vine.
Its personnel includes: Sam Rosen,
manager: William Porter, formerly of Republic, office manager, and Cy Perlsweig,
Phil Wolfson and Charlie Hite, salesmen.
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High Quota Set for
Monogram
Chicago — Announcing

a sales quota

of $4,333,000 for 1937-38, W. Ray
Johnston, president, formally opened
the fifth annual convention of Monogram Pictures, Inc., at the Drake
Hotel here Friday.
Enthusiastic support was pledged to
the Monogram sales drive by representatives of the 30 branches. The
campaign will be launched May 12
directly after the official opening of
Monogram key city exchanges.

How a flood looks from the inside.
This scene shows B. T. Pitts, manager
of the Colonial Theatre at Fredericksburg, Va., perched on seats in the
house flooded by recent high water.
The water rose to eight feet above the
stage level. (I. N. S. Photo — Washington Times).

Ascap to Contest
Adverse Wash. Law
New

York — Provisions

of

a

state

of

Washington law going into effect June 1
making it illegal for the American Society
of Composers, Authors and Publishers to
operate in the state will be appealed as
unconstitutional, it was said this week by
E. C. Mills, chairman of the Ascap administrative committee. Similar action has
been taken in the Montana federal circuit
court and an opinion is expected about
May 25.
Anti-Ascap

Bills

in Nine

States

Measures identical with those enacted
in Washington and Montana have been
introduced in nine states. Mills said, with
prospects for passage “rather favorable”
in Nebraska and Wisconsin. Enactment
is “possible” in Texas, and “definitely unfavorable” in Illinois, Mills added. The
legislatures of Iowa, Minnesota and Indiana adjourned without taking action on
anti-Ascap bills.
The

legislation aimed at Ascap generally provides for the imposition of prohibitive taxes and for Ascap representatives to take out licenses at high fees.

Chagaris to Utica
Utica, N. Y. — Peter N. Chagaris,

who

re-

cently resigned from the Palace Theatre,
Albany, takes over the post of assistant
manager of Warner’s Stanley here this
week. Chagaris received his early theatre
training in Boston at Paramount-Publix
houses. He later went to Schenectady
where he organized the service staff at
the Plaza and then assisted Manager Harry Black in Albany.

Board Idea Fades
• Continued
MPTOA

from page 19)

crusade, of his announced

swing

around the country to confer with exhibitor leaders and local organizations on additional trade concessions.
Kuykendall returned to his home in Columbus, Miss., from Washington, D. C., two
weeks ago to recuperate from an attack of
the flu. One of the chief factors in the
delay, however, is reported as the uncertain legislative situation in Washington in
which developments may occur of direct
importance to the industry.
Kuykendall had planned a transcontinental trip to 13 key cities to crystallize
exhibitor sentiment, at the conclusion of
which he was to report to the MPTOA
executive committee. On the basis of his
report a plan was to be formulated by
which further demands were to be pressed.
Brandt

Has

An

Idea

Meantime, Harry Brandt, president of
the ITOA of Greater New York this week
started a move of his own for a new type
of arbitration board. His latest idea provides for the establishment of the first
board in New York City.
“If successful,” he said, “this board could
be the basis of an industry NRA and could
be expanded so that its scope would be
Brandt was represented by his organizanational.”
tion’s bulletin as feeling that “the breakdown of the MPTOA proposals for local
conciliation boards would not deter action
on his part for he felt that his move was
stronger and would present the solution to
the mass of anti-industry legislation on
tap as well as several investigations of
producer activities now under way.”
Brandt has promised to appoint an ITOA
committee to go into the matter and formulate a plan for submission to Will H.
Hays, president of the MPPDA, and distributing company heads.
BOXOFFICE
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N.Y. Amusement Industry
Desires Dog Racing Veto
Wage
New

James

Root, manager, and Roy Sherman, assistant manager of the Warner
Tivoli Theatre, Washington, D. C.,
shown here beside a three-sheet board
for their I2th anniversary celebration.
This anniversary week was the most
elaborate ever staged for a local neighborhood house to date.

"SPAIN IN FLAMES"
IS DENIED SHOWING
Syracuse,

N. Y. — “Spain

in Flames,”

the

film of the Spanish civil war which has
been widely banned on the ground of Red
propaganda, was prevented from being
shown publicly here when Dr. William
Pratt Graham, acting chancellor of Syracuse University, canceled the rental of the
university theatre to the North American
Committee to Aid Spanish Democracy.
The official acted after protests by
Catholic organizations, the American Legion and a Lutheran clergyman.
Creation of a permanent organization
within the ranks of the Knights of Columbus to wage war on “communistic” films
is to be asked of the organization’s supreme council by New York Catholic leaders.
The K. of C. drive against allegedly Red
pictures is a part of the “Knights’ Crusade,” launched throughout the country
several weeks ago by Supreme Knight Martin H. Carmody of Grand Rapids, Mich.

RKO
New

SUBSIDIARIES
REPORT LARGER
York — Keith-Albee-Orpheum

Corp.

and subsidiaries on Wednesday reported
a net profit of $1,539,495.42 after all
charges, except surtax on undistributed
earnings, for the 53-week period ended
April 3. A net of $1,232,918.34 was reported at the same time for B. P. Keith
Corp. and subsidiaries. Both companies are
subsidiaries of RKO.
Both reported net gains for the quarter
ended April 3. KAO’s net profit after all
charges except surtax was $512,803.12,
compared with $274,049.04 for the similar
1936 period. B. P. Keith reported its quarterly net at $383,863.54, against last year’s
quarterly $238,326.40.
BOXOFFICE
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Cut Restoration
Talks Pend

York — Upon

the

return

of

Maj. Leslie E. Thompson of RKO
from Florida early next week, talks
will be resumed in the demand of
Locals 1 and 4 of the Theatrical
Protective Union, lATSE, for restoration of a 121/2 per cent wage cut
taken voluntarily about two years

Opposed

ordinance

levying

a

tax on motion picture film was introduced
Thursday in the city council to replace
the flat $100 license tax now in effect.
One of six revenue-raising measure
proposed by Mayor S. Davis Wilson as a
“painless” way of raising $12,000,000 to
balance the city’s budget, the proposed ordinance would tax film shown in the city’s
300 theatres at an undetermined amount
per 1,000 feet.
The ordinance was introduced by Councilman Arthur P. Keegan after a conference with the mayor.

CONDOR HIKE PARLEY
DUE ON COAST SOON
York — Conferences

on

Many

With sentiment running high against the

Philadelphia Tax
Asked on Films
Philadelphia — An

by

Inimical to established amusements, the
measure has been subjected to denunciation by the press, civic and church
groups and others as a thinly veiled system of gambling that would exact a toll
from elements least able to afford it.

ago. The stagehands’ union has
taken under advisement an offer
from theatre circuits in the metropolitan area to restore the cut in installments over a two-year period.

New

NET

New York — With adjournment of the
state legislature late last week theatre interests are hopeful that Governor Lehman
will now give consideration to the Hall
bill which would legalize dog racing in the
state. He may either sign the bill, veto
it, or call a public hearing, and has 30
days from adjournment date to decide his
course.

increasing

Condor Pictures’ announced list of 26 productions for 1937-38 will be held in Los
Angeles immediately following the RKO
convention, which is scheduled for June 16.
The schedule may be increased by at
least two and as many as six, the company said Thursday. Release will be
through RKO and Grand National, with
13 sports reels and 13 musical shorts going through RKO.
The conferences will be attended by M.
H. Hoffman and George Hirliman, Condor
executives who are on the coast, and Frank
Snell, vice-president in charge of eastern
operations. Don Hancock, shorts producer, and John P. McGeehan, advertising and pulicity director. They also will
attend the RKO convention.

bill, and with the term “racket” forming
the basis of the majority of protests, opponents have exerted tremendous pressure
for a public hearings before the Governor
signs it. A similar bill was vetoed last year.

HARRITY, MAREN ARE
UA CONTEST WINNERS
New

York — The

United

Artists’ award

of $100 for the best major city exploitation campaign on “History Is Made at
Night” was won by Richard Harrity of
Keith’s Theatre, Washington, D. C. Lew
Maren, of United Artists Theatre, San
Francisco, took the $50 second prize.
Highlights of Harrity ’s campaign were:
Publication of the story by the Washington
Herald

as a full-length novel tabloid in-

sert; a great names contest in another
paper; a recipe contest in the Herald,
tying in with leading hotel chefs, and a
foot race of 85 waiters with full trays on
Constitution Ave.
Among the features of Maren’s drive
were: Two full-page cooperative ads in
leading papers; a recipe contest in a newspaper; home cooking department, and a
three-way tieup between a newspaper, the
city’s largest department store and the
theatre to select “Miss Jean Arthur of
San Francisco.”

Plan Fireworks for Va.
MPTO Meet
Richmond

—

A meeting

in Morton

Thalhimer’s office last week netted
a lot of plans for the MPTO of Va.
convention to be held on June 14.
Evidently expecting no fireworks
among the exhibitors, Charlie Somma
has been asked to look into the matter of actual pyrotechnical displays
for part of the night’s entertainment.
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Court to Studi] Offer
hg 20th -Fox for Roxg
New

York — The

offer of 20th

Century-

Fox to purchase the assets of the Roxy
Theatre here is scheduled to go before
Judge Francis G. Caffey in federal district
court in a few days. It is expected that
Special Master Addison S. Pratt, who concluded a series of hearings on the fairness
of the reorganization plan this week, will
recommend the proposed purchaser’s revised offer.
Reorganization was speeded by a letter
that Pratt read at the final hearing in
which W. C. Michel, 20th Century-Fox
vice-president, said that his company’s
offer to improve the original proposal was
valid only if the special master reported
favorably on the plan before May 15 and
if Judge Caffey gave final approval before July 1.
The expectations are that these time
limits will be observed and that 20th Century-Fox will be in possession of the Broadway house before long. The theatre is expected to be operated in affiliation with
National Theatres, headed by the Skouras
Brothers.
The film company as a generous gesture has agreed to pay Class A stockholders $1 a share for holdings which they
ought originally at between $30 and $40.
There is no obligation on the part of 20th
Century-Fox to pay anything, the offer
being proposed to obviate possible protracted court battles. The offer was made
available to holders of 150 shares or less,
on stock purchased before May 18, 1932,
the date of the receivership.

■raEATRE TRAILER TO
OPEN NEW BRANCHES
New

York — Adolph

Poliak, general

man-

ager of Theatre Trailer Corp., with headquarters here, is on a swing of the country opening new offices. These branches
have already been opened: Philadelphia
and Washington zones, in charge of John
Golden; Boston, Harry Asher, manager,
with a sub-branch at New Haven in
charge of Harry Gibbs; Omaha, Abe Stern;
Minneapolis, Meyer Stern; Los Angeles,
Bill Quinn; Dallas, F. M. Sanford. Deals
for representation in Detroit, Atlanta and
New Orleans are pending.
Poliak plans to have offices in Europe,
with headquarters in London. He plans to
attend the Allied States convention at
Minneapolis May 26.

West Grove Change
Philadelphia — The

Roselyn

Theatre,

West Grove, Pa., has changed ownership
again — the second change within two
months. The new operator is H. Richard
Freeman, who took over the reins from
Mrs. Sarah Engel.

24

ITOA Readying AntiTrust Action
New

York — An

anti-trust

action

against major film companies is being drafted by counsel for the Independent Theatre Owners Ass’n, Harry Brandt, ITOA president, told
members at a meetmg Wedriesday.
The action will embrace score charges, block booking, blind selling,
forcing of shorts and preferred playing time, he said.
All present officers, headed by
Brandt, were re-elected for another
year. Others are: Bernard S. Barr,
first vice-president ; George Rudniek,
second vice-president; Leon Rosenretary. blatt, treasurer; Maurice Brown, sec-

Delaware Ground
Bought for Studio
Milford,

Del. — A

48-acre

tract of land

between Milford and Rehoboth Beach has
been purchased by Edward Davis, Milford
and Philadelphia, Pa., financier, and will
be presented to the first film studio to
establish in Delaware under the new taxation exemption law.
Several large west coast studios, dissatisfied with the high California tax rate,
are reported considering Milford as a possible location. Representatives of two
large companies are expected here soon to
inspect the tract.
Davis was instrumental largely in drawing up the measure and in pushing its
passage through the house and senate.
The bill was introduced by Rep. W. R.
Ringler of Millville and exempts from taxation for 15 years lands, buildings and
equipment of film companies locating in
Delaware after July 1.

JOE FELDER AT HELM
OF GOTHAM MONO.
New

York — Joe

Felder

has

been

ap-

pointed branch manager of Monogram’s
local exchange by W. Ray Johnston, president. Felder has resigned as home office
circuit contact for Republic Pictures to
assume his new duties May 10. Prior to
joining Republic he was branch manager
for Majestic Pictures here and was also
employed at the RKO New York exchange.
Monogram’s New York branch will have
its formal opening on May 12.

BROADWAY
(Continued

from page 20)

Hornblow jr. and his wife, Myrna Loy,
are here from the coast . . . John L. Day
jr.. Paramount’s general manager in South
America, is visiting the home office . . .
Robert Gillham planed in from Hollywood
and will head west again in about two
weeks ... Ed Selzer, Warner studio publicity head, is here for the company’s
vention.

con-

Signs of summer; Columbia swamped
Apeda studios 12 to 3 in the first game of
the season for hard baseballs. In the soft
ball division, Warner won over Republic,
6 to 1.
John

G. Paine, former

board chairman

of the Music Publishers’ Protective Ass’n,
assumed his new post as general manager
of Ascap this week . . . Henry Randel,
Brooklyn and Long Island branch manager for Paramount, heads for the coast
May 21 so that he can squeeze in a little
vacation prior to his company’s annual
sales meeting at Los Angeles June 10 . . .
Arthur S. Dickinson of the Hays office is
in Chicago on the first lap of a Middle
Western tour in connection with fire prevention precautions at exchanges.
Jack L. Warner, en route from California to New York aboard the Virginia,
stopped off at the Panama Canal to get
some first hand information on the operation of that famous waterway. Warner is
to produce a film around the building of
the Panama

Canal. He’s due here May

12.

Bernard Brandt, George Goldson, Rudy
Sanders and Irving Renner have been appointed the “governing committee” for
the ITOA’s proposed $50,000 chance game
boxoffice promotion . . . Murray Sharf,
new assistant at Loew’s Coney Island, is
the father of a baby girl who cries to the
name of Myrna . . . Irvin Shapiro, general manager of World Pictures, is on a
tour of mid-eastern cities to set first runs
in connection with the company’s new expansion program . . . Herbert T. Kalmus,
president of Technicolor, is here from Holto attend
meeting lywoodMay
17. the annual stockholders’
Everything comes to him who waits note;
Some 20 years after George M. Cohan
wrote “Over There” congress finally got
around to honor the event. Last week the
house voted $700 to provide a suitable
medal as a tribute.
Mrs. Queenie Smith Garland, musical
comedy actress, has been granted a divorce
from Robert Garland, film critic of the
New York American. Grounds: cruelty.
As a columnist on a New York evening
paper in 1928 Garland

called love an “age-

less mirage.”
Warner has purchased

the screen rights

to “Yes, My Darling Daughter.” Olivia de
Havilland and Lucille Watson, the latter
of the current Broadway play, are tentatively set for the piece . . . Lloyd Bacon
leaves Hollywood May 15 for New London,
Conn., where he will supervise filming of
Warner’s “Submarine 262.”
BOXOFFICE
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Imperial Releases
in Five Classes
New

York— Imperial

Pictures, which

re-

cently announced a program of 32 features to be made in Hollywood during the
1937-38 season, has grouped the pictures
as follows:
Six showmen’s exploitation specials: “My
Wondering Daughter,” “Beauty Racket,”
“Sophisticated Lady,” “Back From Reno,”
“The Model Murder” and “Negligee.”
Ten Blue Ribbon productions: “Honor
Among Women,” “Sky Girl,” “Penthouse
Love,” “Night of Crime,” “Petticoat Lane,”
“Murder in the Supreme Court,” “Love
Takes a Walk,” “No Longer His Woman,”
“Women at Play” and “Bachelor Girl’s
Diary.”
Eight frontier action dramas: “Prairie
Wagon,” “South of Santa Fe,” “We’ll Fight
for Texas,” “Desert Scout,” “Buckskin
Border Fighter,” “Fighting for Freedom,”
“Shooting for Glory” and “Fighting
Plainsman.”
Eight musical outdoor attractions: “Cowboy Cavalier,” “Six Gun Courage,” “The
Masked Rider,” “Six Shooter Law,” “Law
Man from Montana,” “Two Gun Terror,”
“Law Comes to the Badlands” and “Wyoming Wildcat.”
Five

English

Releases

In addition to these, Imperial will also
release five Crown productions made in
England. They are: “The Marriage of
Corbal,” “When Knights Were Bold,” “Ten
Minute Alibi,” “Southern Roses” and
“Public Nuisance Number One.” Fay Wray,
Phillips Holmes and Neil Hamilton are
among the stars in the English-made films.

NO HAYS

RULING

ON

"NINE OLD MEN" PLAN
New

York— The

to approve

Hays

office has refused

or disapprove

the script of

“The Nine Old Men,” book about the U. S.
supreme court, which David Garrison Berger, New York lawyer, has contracted to
make for Condor. The reason given was
that Berger was not a qualified producer
regularly engaged in the production of motion pictures. The Hays office, however,
said it would pass on the finished production.
Berger plans to protest this ruling, saying that he has been in the picture business, as a producer and otherwise, since
1918. The picture, when and if made, will
probably will be given an independent company release.

C. A. Woodward
Buffalo

—

Pilmrow

was

Dies

saddened

late

last week by the death of C. Arthur Woodward, popular booker for Paramount Pictures, Inc., who succumbed after a long
illness which began last winter and had
kept him confined in a hospital. His funeral, at the home of his parents in East
Aurora, drew a large number of film distributors and exhibitors.
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Exploitation High

Unionization Ahead for
Front Office
Philadelphia — A

campaign

bg Loew Managers

to or-

ganize the clerical forces of moving
picture exchanges will be launched
here in the near future, it was learned this week.
This drive comes on the heels of
the unionization for non-clerical help
of Philadelphia exchanges which
met with almost lOO per cent success.
The organization of the clerical
force is believed to be the first move
of its type in the country.
The drive will be made under the

New

showing of “The Plainsman,” the boys of
the club created a small covered wagon
drawn by four burros.

over the Lit-

tle Theatre here, 125 shippers, poster
clerks and film inspectors took initial steps
to organize for the first time under the
lATSE, with application for charter that
will label their unit, The Film Exchange
Employes’ Union No. B-12.
Temporary officers with unanimous vote
were James Burns, Paramount, president,
and Donald McCann, Columbia, secretary.
Other officers with contested vote will be
elected by ballot at the next meeting. DePorrest Orms was appointed business representative.

New

Workers

York — Following

15 workers

at the Max

May

Strike

the discharge

of

Fleischer cartoon

studio here, the commercial artists and designers union voted to call a strike. About
100 employes who are members of the
union were set to walk out if negotiations
failed to meet their demand that the union
be accepted as the sole bargaining agency
and that improved working conditions and
wage increases be effected.

PETITION COURT TO
APPOINT RECEIVER
Baltimore — Charging

that

the

annual

32,500 IN Kids’ Club
Culminating seven months of intensive
work, Manager Jack Blum and Assistant
Jerry Pink of the Boston Road announced
they have registered close to 32,500 names
in a kids Booster Club, representing an
actual membership of 5,153 children. For a

CAPITAL EXCHANGE
WORKERS ORGANIZE

Fleischer

of Loew’s

exploitation on the part of the chain’s
metropolitan managerial personnel.

auspices of the Stenographers, Typists, Bookkeepers and Assistants
Union, Local 18049, an affiliate of
the American Federation of Labor,
a militant white collar union. Lou
Venett is business agent. Its headquarters are at 50 N. Eighth St.

Washington — At a meeting

York — Windup

“Spring Hit Parade,” publicity drive this
year named in honor of C. C. Moskowitz,
executive vice-president of the theatre circuit, brought out some unusually effective

Metro-

politan Theatre here was successful as a
first run house but has lost patronage as
a second-run theatre, F. C. Lilly and Helena Link, holders of 12 shares of preferred
stock, have filed a petition in circuit court
asking for appointment of a receiver.
A great majority of the stock, the petition states, is owned by Warner Bros. Pictures, Inc., which controls the management and policy of the house. It also is
claimed that the company has been in default in payment of dividends on preferred
stock.

In connection with “Maid of Salem” at
the White Plains, Manager Frank Goodale
screened an advance 16mm. trailer at three
high schools: dressed a man as a Town
Crier for a street ballyhoo, and distributed
3.000 coloring contest blanks to school
children.
Imitation

summonses,

100 safety cards

along Astoria’s (L. I.) principal shopping
center, stickers on merchants’ bags, and
a door-to-door distribution of heralds was
part of the campaign put on by Manager
W. Nitschke and Assistant Bill Weigand of
the Triboro for “You
Displays

Manager

Only Live Once.”

in Elevators

H. Brown

and

Assistant Art

Smith gave away “Deanna Durbin” roses
to the first 200 ladies attending the first
performance of “Three Smart Girls.” The
campaign included distribution in subway
stations of 5,000 pictorial heralds; another
group of 2,000, half of which were “For
Men Only” and the other half “For Women Only,” and special displays in elevators
and letter boxes of 50 neighborhood apartment houses.

OPERATOR PICKETS
FREED BY COURT
New

York — Magistrate

Dwyer

late last

week freed eight members of Empire M. P.
Operators Union on disorderly conduct
charges preferred by Harry Goldstein,
manager of the Globe on Broadway, who
tre. them arrested for picketing the theahad
The men were protesting the alleged
lockout of 12 Empire operators from four
Brooklyn theatres of the Harry Brandt
circuit.

Moses Joy Dies
New

York — Funeral

services

for Moses

Joy, one of the first motion picture photographers in the United States, were held
at Nantucket, Mass., on Tuesday. Joy,
who was 82, died here April 30 after being
struck by a trolley car two days earlier.

8, 1937.
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^UPID should make a springtime note
on the anniversaries that flow so freely among the Capitol town’s film-folk, such
as evidenced by a delightful 15th wedding
anniversary and house warming combined
that played to the theatrical elite at the
Sam Wheelers’ . . . Also Hardie Meakin
set to chalk up 24 years of happy home
life on May 10 . . . While Henry Hiser, in
comparison, proves to be only a bud in the
garden of matrimony with but five years
wedded contentment, come June 2 . . . All
of which doesn’t matter a whoop to young
Leon Bach, Baltimore Sam Bach’s son, who
reports off to the coast to be married to a
Los Angeles lady.

Aivaiting the Doc’s O. K., Joe Morgan
feels ripe to be out again after a short
siege of the flu . . . The Earle’s petite Mistress of Ceremonies, Audrey Seiber, leaves
an appendix at the Emergency . . . Roger
Christopher, in from his houses at Easton
and Federalsburg across the Bay, happily
mentions the brother is on the mend after
a serious auto mix-up . . . Anne Snyder,
Columbia office staff, wants out from three
iveeks’ illness at home . . . And Eddie Heiber’s secretary, Mrs. “Joe” Katz, is back
from a minor wrist operation . . . Eddie
soon offs with his sales gents to Universal’s
yearly indoor mental meet. May 17, at the
Los Angeles Ambassador.
Addition

to

the

20th

Century-Fox

is

“Sid” Rosenthal, the exchanges’ new “Hello” miss . . . Temporary addition is Richard Hildreth, home office auditor now in
the midst of local balance sheets — Mrs.
Hildreth might be recalled as the sister of
the noted character actress, Emma Dunn.

Julius Goodman of Baltimore’s Ideal
Theatre was in town with the great news
that son Billy has been

accepted

in Mary-

land University’s College of Medicine . . .
Which reminds that Frank Gormley of
Warners has a boy John who’s a
threat at the University of Maryland.

triple
What

with Varsity light-heavyweight boxing
laurels, best blocking back in Southern
Conference football,
honor student!

arid what’s

worse —

Harrington, Del. His firm’s production
trailer for 1937-38 was unspooled . . . Gene
Ford’s again at Capitol manager’s post,
now that the curtain’s down on Baltimore
local revue, and his latest is a three-minute
task for Phil Lampkin and the boys, playing top tune of the week with special arrangement.

Norma Talmadge Scouts
Hollywood — Norma Talmadge, big boxoffice draws in silent days, has turned her
talents to story scouting, having signed
with Selznick International to round up
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for next

^HE big film execs are transacting most
of their big deals on the sidewalks
around 13th and Vine these days while
soaking up gobs of the spring sunshine . . .

New York — Theatre owners should
beware of a shabbily dressed man,
about 50 years old, who presents $10
bills to cashiers. After receiving his

Mazel Tov . . . It’s a girl — Sylvia Lee — for
the Dave Greenbergs. (He’s the steward
at the Variety Club.) The little lady
weighed in at seven pounds.

change, he proceeds to get the cashier “rattled” by asking for further
change in different denominations.
The “con” man got nothing for his
efforts
Bronx.
Knapp

Bill Humphries, Fox executive, is recuperating at the Jefferson Hospital, where
he has undergone a serious operation . . .
The Street extends its sympathy to Eli
Ginsberg, veteran salesman, whose father,
Abraham Ginsberg, was killed last week by
an automobile.

at Loew’s Victory in the
Assistant Manager Edward
reports.

Hindenburg Tragedg
Halts News Plans
New

York — Destruction

by

fire Thurs-

day of the Zeppelin Hindenburg at Lakehurst, N. J., disrupted the plans of newsreel companies for record speed coverage
of the coronation May 12 of King George
VI in London.
Details

had

been

completed

for rushing

prints via the Hindenburg which was scheduled to leave for the United States on
May 13.
News shots of the Zeppelin Hindenburg
disaster were shown in Broadway theatres
here early Friday afternoon. The German
airship burned over the Lakehurst hangar
late Thursday.

MOTIOGRAPH SALES
POST TO PETERSON
New

York — Eric Peterson

has been

ap-

pointed eastern sales manager for Motiograph, Inc., manufacturers of sound projection equipment. His sales territory extends along the eastern seaboard from
Canada to Florida.
He formerly was a dealer for Motiograph
in New England. Because of his sales record and experience, as well as technical
knowledge, Joseph B. Kleckner, president
and

Paramount’s local chief, Eddie Fontaine
is back from a duet of meetings with eastern shore exhibitors. One at the Arcade,
Salisbury, Md., the other at the Reese,

likely material
tion schedule.
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Bill Juggler Making
Theatre Rounds

season’s

produc-

general manager of Motiograph, prevailed on him to take the post of direct
factory representative for the company in
the eastern territory, where he will assist
Motiograph dealers and exhibitors.
Was

Submarine

Engineer

Peterson had an unusual war experience.
After graduating from the University of
Copenhagen, he went to Keil, Germany, to
learn submarine engineering. He was there
when the war broke out, and the Germans
pressed him into the submarine service, in
which he served a total of five and a half
years.
Upon his discharge, he came to the United States and immediately applied for
citizenship. He married an American girl
and now resides at Longmeadow, Mass.
TRIO

FOR

FOX

MUSICAL

Hollywood — Alice Faye, Jack Haley and
Adolphe Menjou draw the top roles in
20th-Fox’s

Dance.”

next

musical,

“Dance,

Fool,

That

little devil Cupid

is still working

the Street. Now it’s Columbia’s Frances
Weiss who’s sporting a diamond on that
certain finger . . . Ted Aber, brother of
Film Board of Trade’s Dorothy, is back
in town for a vacation from his job as
Minneapolis salesman for Paramount.
The

boys are tossing a party for Iz (Rex)

Borowsky at Palumbo’s this Saturday night
in celebration of his anticipated nuptials
to the beauteous Frances Axler . . . Vine
Streeters wished Charlie Edelson good luck
in his reopening of the Colonial Theatre
which was badly damaged by a fire a
couple of months back.
Charlie Klang moved his Principal Pictures exchange to 261 N. 13th St . . . Bernie Hirsh also moved his business stimulus agency to 255 N. 13th . . . The motion
pictures committee for the United Campaign is doing yeomen work this year.
They expect to double their quota of last
year . . . James P. Clark is general chairman. The others on the committee are:
Morris Wax, independent exhibitors; Simon Libros, affiliated industries; Edgar
Moss, exchange division; Ellis Shipman,
Warner theatres, and Oscar Neufeld, general secretary.
There
movie

was

a

big delegation

from

the

industry at the Philadelphia Newspaper Guild Frolic Wedyiesday night at the

Penn

Athletic Club . . . Bob Lynch is reporting enthusiastic response here for the
Will Rogers Memorial Fund drive . . .
Squire D. O. Atkinson, successful Jersey
exhibitor, is planning a new
videre, it was reported.

house

in Bel-

Vine Streeters mourned the passing of
William F. Gleason, moving picture critic
of the Evening Bulletin, last week . . . It’s a
girl at the Mayfair’s Lou Schulmans . . .
It has been reported that Mayor Wilson is
planning a tax on films as a revenueraising measure to balance the city budget.

Sell 20th-Fox Stock
New

York — Chase

National

Bank

dis-

closed this week that it has sold “a few
thousand shares” of 20th Century-Fox
Film Corp. stock on the open market, and
similar sales are to follow.
“Such sales, as and when made, will be
in the pursuit of its settled policy to gradually accomplish a liquidation of stock
holdings which, under normal conditions,
it is not permitted legally to retain
finitely,” the bank’s statement said.
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METRO

AWARDS
MARK SALES MEET

LEO PLAYS
AT

Hollywood — Presentation

of awards

in

recognition of achievements during the
past year by the sales force marked the
sessions Tuesday at the Metro convention
here.
The award consisting of two weeks’ pay
to the individual branch offices for most
satisfactory achievement during the year
was won in the eastern territory by the
Buffalo branch, comprised of E. K.
O’Shea, manager; Miss M. Ryan, office
manager; B. J. Ross, booker, and R. W.
Maw, A. Weissman, A. Harris, salesmen.
Two of the 13 salesmen to receive the
award for setting a hundred per cent record in sales during the past year were Phil
Bobys of Washington and C. C. Pippin of
Philadelphia.
Short addresses, following a tribute by
W. P. Rodgers, general sales manager, to
the sales force and to Loew’s Theatres organization for their services, were given
by A1 Lichtman, vice-president of Loew’s,
Inc.; Charles K. Stern, assistant treasurer; Robert Lynch, branch manager from
Philadelphia, and W. A. Scully, district
manager from New York.

HOIiLYVVOOD

I

One of those things which P. P. A., the
New York columnist, used to call an “aptronymic,” or faux pas, occurred on the
trip out. One of the Pullmans on the train
bore the name “Louis Pasteur.” Responsibility for the inclusion of this car has
not been placed, but there are suspects.
If anything happens to his present job.
Bob Lynch, Philadelphia branch manager,
can always go back to his old love — railroading. An old-time engineer. Bob climbed into the cab between Newton and Emporia, Kas., and pushed the party along
at 68 miles an hour.
Rivals for J. S. McLeod’s title of Beau
Brummel are C. K. Stern and Hilary Cacs,
who have burst forth in ice cream suits.
Director W. S. Van Dyke outranks Harry
Miller of New York in at least one regard.
Van Dyke is a major in the Marine Corps
Reserve, while Harry is a captain in the
outfit. Result: One sore arm for Miller,
who salutes the director constantly — and
loves it.
Believe it or not. Jay Gove is the author

TWO
New

BROADWAY HITS
BOUGHT FOR SCREEN
York — “You

Can’t

Take

It With

You,” current Broadway stage hit by
George S. Kaufman and Moss Hart which
was recently sold to Columbia Pictures at
a reported price of $200,000, was this week
awarded the Pulitzer Prize of $1,000 for
“the best American play of 1936.”
In giving its award to “You Can’t Take
It With You,” the committee has followed
public sentiment, the play having been the
most popular one of the season.
“Yes, My Darling Daughter,” another of
the current theatrical season’s outstanding
successes, has been sold to Warner for a
sum which producer Alfred de Liagre jr.
and Author

Mark Reed disclose as “approximately $125,000.” The screen version
will not be released until the end of 1938.

Nazi Protests Fail to
Halt Showing
New

York — Despite

the demands

Nazi

from Germany

ire and

that the

film be withdrawn, “Modern Christiom Martyrs'’ loill have a second
public showing at the Manhattan
Opera House here on May 10. The
anti-Nazi atrocity picture is being offered for free exhibition to 25,000
ministers in 14 eastern states and the
District of Columbia.
The German press thundered criticisms of the film after its premiere
at the Riverside church here last
month. The American Committee
for Christian German Refugees is
ignoring the German demands, maintaining that no scenes taken in Germany are included in the footage.
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Metro May Release

CONVKNTION

of a book on bridge. It’s called “Auction
Bridge Crimes,” and was published in 1911.
It went out with the trolley car, and Jay
is being advised to read ’em, not write ’em.
Chivalry is positively not dead. Nine
of the New York lads who have daily
luncheon at Pirello’s around the corner
from the home office on ibth St., pooled
their average tips for the time they’ll be
away and presented them to their waitress.
The knight errants are Alan Cummings,
Jay Gove, W. L. Simons, Eddie Aaron,
Charlie Deeson, Hal Postman, Joel Bezchler, Artie Lacks and Bill Brenner.
Norma Shearer was unanimously voted
the most gracious lady on the Metro lot
by the delegates who lunched there. Pollowing her announcement that she would
return to pictures under the Metro banner
she spent more than an hour autographing the programs of all the attending conventionites.
Pippin, Philadelphia’s reformed exploiteer (he went from bad to worse by becoming a salesman) shattered all traditions of the chaft when he remembered
a debt — and paid it — to Captain Harry
Miller of the New York office. He owed
him 75 cents.
Many a golfer boasts of a “birdie,” but
Bill Perguson is the only one who can rave
over a “fishie.” He was playing golf at
the Ambassador links when his ball hit and
killed a goldfish in a pond. They charged
him a dime for the ball he lost and the
hotel accounting office is tracing down figures to find out what to charge him for
the fish.
GOLDWYN
Hollywood — Lady

as Samuel

SCOUT
Sybil Colfax

will act

Goldwyn’s London story representative. The addition of Lady Sybil completes the producer’s new story department
alignment.

"Gone With Wind"
New

York — With

a $1,500,000 production

budget planned for “Gone With the Wind,”
David O. Selznick, president of Selznick
International Pictures, was on his way east
this week to discuss the possibility of releasing the picture through M-G-M, thereby securing a better financial arrangement than under his present eight-picture
deal with United Artists, it is understood.
Selznick, accompanied

by

John

Hay

Whitney, is en route east ostensibly to attend the Kentucky Derby but is expected
to spend a few days here in conferences
with George J. Schaefer, UA vice-president, and other UA officials, Lowell Calvert, the producer’s eastern representative, admitted.
Selznick has already completed “The
Garden of Allah,” “A Star Is Born” and
“The Prisoner of Zenda” for United Artists. His deal with the company calls for
five more features, one of which is “The
Adventures of Tom Sawyer.”
“Gone With the Wind” has not been
definitely announced for the United Artists
program and no starting date has been
set, although a huge publicity campaign
asking for suggestions from the public regarding the casting of the leading roles of
Scarlett O’Hara and Rhett Butler has been
running in newspapers and fan magazines.
The fact that Clark Gable, the leader in
public favor for the film re-creation of
Butler, is under contract to M-G-M gives
credence to the report that M-G-M will
eventually release the film.
Immeasurably adding to the property
value of “Gone With the Wind,” for which
Selznick paid only a reported $50,000, was
the award given this week to Margaret
Mitchell, young Atlanta author, by the
Pulitzer Prize committee which adjudged
her work “the most distinguished novel of

Defer Hearings on
Brandt Charge

1936.”

New

York — Supreme

Court

Justice

Alfred Frankenthaler late last week
adjourned until May 10 the hearing
on the motion of Harry Brandt, head
of the Brandt circuit and president
of the Independent Theatre Owners
Ass’n, to examine Charles C. Moskowitz, executive vice-president of
Loew’s Theatres, Inc., on allegations
of a complaint brought by Brandt to
enjoin Loew’s from playing films on
a five and two-day split week.
Brandt has pending another action
against five distributors, seeking to
compel them to cease delivering films
to Loew’s on a five-two day split
week and alleging breach of contract
with 33 independent theatres. Until
recently metropolitan theatres of the
Loew circuit played films on a four
and three-day split week.

8, 1937.

26-A

Monopoly Charge
Against Erpi Out
New York — Ending litigation which
dates back to September, 1932, and disposing of charges of attempting to maintain
a monopoly in the equipment division of
the talking picture industry by Erpi, Federal Judge Nields in Delaware has formally dismissed charges in the million dollar anti-trust suits brought by General
Talking Pictures Corp. and Duo vac Radio
Corp. against American Telephone and
Telegraph Co., Western Electric and Erpi.
The ruling denied an injunction sought
against Erpi.
The court retains jurisdiction in case
Erpi should hereafter endeavor to enforce
the so-called “equality” and “repair and
replacement” clauses in some of its early
contracts.

Masucci Corp. Will
Build Bronx House

ITO Bulletin Predicts
Federal 'Cleanup'

New York — That the film industry will be subjected to a house
cleanmg at the hands of the federal
government is forecast by The Independent, publication of the New York
ITOA of which Harry Brandt is
president.

New York — Plans for a 600-seat theatre
on the north side of East Tremont Ave.,
between the Grand Concourse and Anthony
Ave., Bronx, have been approved and
ground will be broken within two weeks,

“The anti-trust action brought by
the governmejit against the alleged
aluminum monopoly held by the Andrew) Melloii interests, is seen as the
forerunner of an intensive campaign
by the Department of Justice to
clean up anti-trust violations in all
industries and especially in the motion picture industry where department of justice officials have already
begun

their
groundwork,”
cation asserts.

according to Anthony
tractor, who will erect
house is expected to be
in September. At the
Masucci Corp., brokers

said the house is “on the market” pending negotiations with a few circuits.
Brandt

New

Papers

York — Papers

Served

have

been

served

in

Constance Bennett’s $62,500 damage suit
against Ben Hecht and Charles MacArthur.
Miss Bennett claims that failure of the
two

authors to write an original screenplay for her which would be ready for production by June 1, 1936, as agreed by them,
prevented her from starring in another
picture in which she would have earned
$60,000. At the time of the agreement in
December, 1935, she made down payment
of $2,500 to the writers, she claims.
Lowell

Suit

Delayed

New York — Judge John C. Knox in U. S.
district court has postponed until June 1
trial of the $250,000 injury suit brought by
Joan Lowell against the Van Beuren Corp.
The court admonished counsel for Miss
Lowell for continued delays and said he
was adjourning the case for the last time.
Miss

Lowell alleges that she sustained injuries in Central America during the filming of “Adventure
able to work.
Court

Girl”

Reserves

and

is now

un-

Decision

New

York — Decision in the infringement suit brought by Albert Bein against
Warner and Edward Chodorov has been
reserved by Judge Henry W. Goddard in
U. S. district court. Bein claims his play,
“Lir or Boy,” was infringed in “Mayor
of Hell,” which Chodorov wrote while under contract to the company.
Delay
New
Clancy

for

Depositions

York — Federal Judge John W.
has ordered trial of the action of

Francis Hackett, author of the book “Henry
VIII,” against Alexander Korda, London
Film Productions, and United Artists Corp.
postponed until January, 1938. Hackett
claimed that Korda’s production of “The
Private Life of Henry VIII,” originally released by UA in 1933, in-fringed on his
book. Postponement was by consent to allow testimony to be taken by deposition
outside the state.
Infringement

Suit

Dismissed

New York — Federal Judge Robert C.
Patterson has dismissed the suit of F. Kay
Kaplan against Fox Film Corp. because of
failure of the complaint to state a cause

26-B

issue

was

infringed

in

the publi-

“George

White’s

of 1935.”

as the Colony, which is significant. Brandt owns outright the Colony

in White Plains and the Colony in Jackson Heights. Each is managed by a woman. Brandt is now advertising in metropolitan newspapers for a woman
age the house at 79th St.
Other

Conspiracy

Trial

Soon

New York — Trial in the conspiracy suit
brought by Harry Brandt against Paramount, RKO, Universal, Columbia and the
Century circuit is expected to get under
way in New York supreme court here May
24. Brandt charges that the distributors
and Century have conspired to prevent the
Gem,
Park,

Far Rockaway, L. I., from acquiring product after the Park, Rockaway
giving it instead
tral at Cedarhurst.
Police

to Century’s

Gazette

Another

theatre located at 1515 Second Avenue, at 79th St., Manhattan, was this
week sold to Krayhar, Inc., of which Harry
Brandt is president. It will be reopened

of action. Kaplan, who is assignee of the
copyright of Theatre Magazine, charged
that the cover design of the August, 1939,
Scandals

Gets

The

shortly
Bennett

G. Masucci, conthe building. The
ready for occupancy
offices of the A. G.
in the deal, it was

Cen-

Theatre

to man-

Notes

Walter Reade has announced the purchase of a plot in Hudson, N. Y., which
will be improved with a 1,500-seat theatre
estimated to cost $150,000. This is the fifth
unit in Reade’s program of building 100
theatres this year under the banner of
American Community 'Theatres. The house
is to be ready for Labor Day. Adjoining
it will be a dance hall with a capacity for
4,000 persons.
Walter Reade

and

Leo

P. Justin

have

acquired an interest in the Roth- Jersey
and Roth-Park, both in Morristown, N. J.,
where Reade is building a theatre. The

Files

New York — The National Police Gazette
Corp. has filed suit in U. S. district court
here against Paramount Pictures asking
for an injunction and an accounting of

present corporation
ate in Morristown.

profits of “Klondike Annie.” The plaintiff claims that scenes from the film showed Mae West reading the Police Gazette

Laurence Bolognino reopened as a firstrun foreign film house, has closed. It will
resume operation in the fall.

and

The Glory on Cannon St., Manhattan, is
closed. It was operated by Bill Brown of

that by reason of the defendant’s “illegal and unlawful” act the complainant’s
property is being rapidly destroyed. The

publication’s office here said that although
the monthly paper has often been shown
in motion pictures, permission was always
obtained beforehand, which was not done
by Paramount

TWO

for “Klondike

Annie.”

to oper-

After about a week of operation, the recently renovated Esquire on 8th Ave., which

Ed Peskay’s

office.

The Lyric, Bound
opened.

Brook,

N. J., has

New

FORMED' IN DELAWARE
Dover, Del. — Patriotic Pictures Corp.
and Monogram Distributing Corp. were
to deal in mo-

Equitythird
Lists
party

York — A

ticket,

headed by E. J. Blunkall, actor, has
entered the lists of the coming election of officers of Actors’ Equity
Ass’n, opposing the regular ticket led
by Frank Gillmore, incumbent, and

of

an independent group which is seeking to persuade Walter Hampden to

$25,000. The incorporators were M. C.
Swearer, E. M. Swade and A. B. Clayton
of Wilmington.

run. The third party’s platform calls
for stricter alien actor laws, a re-

Patriotic

Pictures

listed

a

capital

Monogram listed capital stock of 100
shares, no par value. The incorporators
are L. H. Herman, B. R. Jones and W. T.
Cunningham

re-

Third Party Enters

CORPORATIONS

incorporated here this week
tion pictures.

will continue

organization ofthe WPA federal theatre project, unionization of radio
actors and stronger affiliation with
other theatre unions.

of Wilmington.
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EXPLOITATION

ANALYZING

Each

NEW

— RKO

PKODCCTIONS

COMING

BOXOFFICE

THE

FROM

ANGLE

Exploitation Preview Is Arranged Conveniently for Clipping and Filing for Future Reference.

FACES

RADIO

OF

1937

The

Cast: Joe Penner. Milton Berle, Jerome Cowan, Harriet Hilliard, Bill Grady, Thelma Leeds, Lorraine ICrueger, Hugo Straight,
Parkyaicarkus, Eddie Bio, Jan Duggan, Patricia Wilder, Patsy Lee
Parsons, Bert Gordon, Perry Dean.
Producer: Edward
Small.
Director: Leigli Ja.son. Original Screenplay: Nat Perrin. Photographer: J Roy Hunt.

What it's about:
Patricia Harrington (Harriet Hilliard) puts up the money
to produce Jimmie Thompson’s (Bill Grady) show “New
Faces,” stipulating that Producer Robert Hunt (Jerome Cowan)
cannot reveal where he got the money. Hunt agrees, then
sells each of three producers an 85-per cent interest in the
show, planning to make a flop and pocket the money. Among
the acts which apply for the new show is Seymour Seymore
(Joe Penner), who is so bad that Hunt promptly signs him,
knowing
that threatens
he will ruin
show.
through
Hunt’s
scheme and
to the
expose
him.Pat Heseesruns
out, leaving
the show in the hands of Wallington (Milton Berle), one of
the screwy producers. The show goes on, Seymour is a hit,
all the acts click and Pat and Jimmie get married.
WHAT to do and HOW to do it:
The cast of this picture includes many famous names
from the radio, stage and screen, and should present few problems in exploitation to the exhibitor.
Prominently featured in the film is the vaudeville team
of Lowe, Hite and Stanley, a group of three men ranging in
size from seven-and-a-half feet to three-and-a-half feet. Use
stills of these men for a tieup with a clothes shop, stating
that it is possible to fit any man no matter how large or
small, from the stock on hand.
CAMERA

STUNT

Announce through the local newspapers that each day
during the v.'eek previous to the run of the picture a camera
man will circulate among shopping crowds in given stores and
snap groups of people. From these pictures one face will be
selected registering some emotion; anger, sorrow, humor, etc.
The picture, with the selected face encircled, will be run in
the paper next day, and if that person identifies himself at
the boxoffice, he will receive a season’s pass to the show.
Title tieups can be made with cosmetic and beauty shops
on all types of facial treatments, with vendors of electric
razors and shaving creams and with opticians on new model
glasses.

IDENTIFICATION

CONTEST

Run a picture identification contest in the local newspapers, using stills of eight or ten of the film favorites
of the past and an equal number of the brand new film players, including, of course, all of the new talent in “New
Faces.” Ask readers if they can identify correctly all of the
pictures, and if they can to send in a list of the persons in
the group.
Base this throwaway stunt on the inability of people to
identify names with faces. Prepare a folder with pictures of
six persons and their names. Instruct the patron to study
the names and faces for one minute, then turn over to the
back of the folder where the pictures are printed without
identification and see how many of the names and faces he
can correctly remember. Copy should be to the effect that
you may have a hard time remembering new names, but
you’ll remember “New Faces’ as the best and most amusing film musical you’ve ever seen.
Adlines:
The Hit
Dementia.

Parade

New
Songs . .
Fares , . . The New

of
.

Famous

Faces

...

in

a

Delightful

New
l.fuighs . . . New
Thrills
Mnsieal Hit Show of the Year.

The Cream
of the Fntertainment
Three-Ring Musical Hit Show.
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Deluge

All

in

Together

of

New
in

a

MOUNTAIN

MUSIC

—PARAMOUNT
The Cast: Bob Burns, Martha Raye, John Howard, Terry Walker,
Rita LaRoy, Louis Matheaux, George Hayes, Spencer Charters,
Fuzzy Knight, Rufe Davis. Produeer: Ben.iamin Glazer. Director: Robert Florey. Original Stor.v: MacKinlay
Kantor. Photographer: Karl Struss.

What it's about:
Bob Burnside (Bob Burns), fleeing a family-arranged
marriage to Lobelia Shepardson (Terry Walker), has a peculiar affliction. Every time he bumps his head he loses his
memory, which is regained only by dousing him with water.
Purloining the Rolls-Royce of Hamilton Lovelace (Louis
Matheaux), he breaks down in front of Mary Beamish’s
home (Martha Raye), bumps his head, loses his memory and
proposes to her. Bob’s brother Ardinger (John Howard) is
on trial for murdering Bob, and Lobelia sets out to find him
to prove Ardinger’s innocence. Bob does not recognize her.
Lobelia explains the situation to Mary, who makes the great
sacrifice by reviving him. Bob rushes back to vindicate Ardinger. In a hilarious courtroom scene Mary saves Bob’s life
when the Shepardson-Burnside feud breaks out again, and
pacifies the fighting families.
WHAT

to do and

HOW

to do it:

Marking the first starring appearance of the two comedy
players. Bob Burns and Martha Raye, this presents many exploitation angles and should prove to be a good draw. Give
Terry Walker and John Howard supporting billing.
Plant a hired “hillbilly” band in the lobby to play “I Like
Mountain Music” and other well-known hillbilly ballads, or
hook up the public address system to play mountaineer recordings.
LOBBY

DISPLAY

As a lobby easel display, run reprints of the mountaineer
cartoons from Esquire, enlarging tear sheets from the magazine to one-sheet size. Similar displays can be built around
the character “Snuffy Smith” from the “Barney Google” comic
strip. In this latter strip, tieups can be made with local
newspapers which carry it on their comic pages.
Capitalizing on the popularity of the hillbilly song, “The
Martins and the Coys,” contact via direct mail all persons
surnamed Martin or Coy, with broadsides reading: “Are You
One of the Reckless Martins? (or Coys). If so, bring your gun
over to the Blank Theatre tonight and see a real feud!”
Tie up on the syndicated column written by Bob Burns,
if it appears in a local newspaper.
Make the usual music store tieups on mountaineers’ sheet
music and recordings. Plant stills showing sequences in which
Burns appears in a medicine show, with local drugstores. As
a climax to the picture, Martha Raye quells a feud by the use
of a “flit” gun. This could form the basis of a drugstore or
hardware shop tieup.
BURNS-RAYE

^ r IB

CONTEST

Promote a Bob Burns-Martha Raye imitation contest on
the stage for either juveniles or adults. Another good stage
contest can be built around the demonstration of home-made
musical instruments, similar to Burns’ bazooka, with a prize
of a genuine bazooka going to the best instrument. Bazookas
are manufactured by a national musical supply house. Information can be obtained from your local exchange.
Current interest in the “Barney Google” comic strip revolves around the catchline, “What did the doodle-bug say?”
This line can be used to good advantage in a poster campaign
around town, with the question in large letters answered by
the line “See ‘Mountain Music’ for the answer,” and using
illustrations of “Snuffy Smith.”
As street ballyhoo, create a tableau of the Three Mountaine rs, a la Esquire, on a mule-drawn cart with a whiskey
jug, guns, pipes, etc., and liberal theatre and picture billing.
Acdlines:
I Like Mountain Music
Itaye and Bob Burn.s.

. . .

And

You’ll

It’s Those Reckless Motintain Boys
Lend ...
In the Arkansas Hills.
Thar’s L.aughs in Them
mance and Music Too.
You’ll
and
See

Bob

Laugh

lake

You

Thar

AVas

Like

Again

.

Hill-Billies

Tetche<l

in the

It Too

. . Off

.

.

.

Head

.

. With

Martha

on

Another

Laugh

And

Plenty

...

.

At

Martha

Burns.

If Grandpapa I.s Old
“Mountain Music.”

Enough
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STELLA DALLAS
-^GOLDWYN-UNITED
The

Cast:

ARTISTS

Barbara

Stanwyck,

John

Boles,

Anne

Shirley,

Alan

Hale,

Tim Holt, Barbara O’Neil. George Walcott, Marjorie Main, Edmund
Elton. Anne
Shcemakes-, Winifred Harris, A1 Shean, Hattie McDaniels, Nella Walker. Producer: Samuel Goldwyn. Director: King
Vidor. Original .Story: Harry Wagstaff Gribble, Gertrude Purcell.
Screenplay: Victor Heerman, Sarah Y. Mason. Photography: Rudolph Mate.

What it's about:
Not until Stephen Dallas (John Boles) has married Stella
(Barbara Stanwyck) and their daughter Laurel (Anne Shirley) is born does he realize how hopeless is the alliance.
Stella, bred in the factory district, is vulgar and coarse, while
Stephen comes of a cultured, distinguished family. When
Stella strikes up a friendship with Ed Munn (Alan Hale), a
loud, unpopular fellow, she and Stephen quarrel and part.
She loves Laurel intensely, and sends her to a private school.
Meanwhile, Stephen has met an old friend, now a widow,
and renews his friendship. Laurel visits her father and tells
her mother of the lovely people she has met; Stella, afraid
of losing Laurel, refuses to divorce Stephen. At length, however, finding she is holding her daughter back, she makes
the sacrifice and goes off to degradation with Munn.
WHAT

to do and

HOW

to do it:

This picture has a history behind it. It was made as a
silent in 1925 by the same man who produced this modern
version — Samuel Goldwyn — a fact which can be made the
basis of contests, lobby displays and advertising stunts galore.
The sock names to ballyhoo are Barbara Stanwyck and John
Boles, with a strong supporting cast headed by Anne Shirley
and Alan Hale.
Sell it predominantly as a woman’s picture, one which
they will not — and should not — miss. Build an extensive display in the foyer, illustrating scenes from the new version
as a basis of comparison with the old silent picture, obtaining, if possible, stills from that. Prepare throwaways
asking readers if they remember the silent version, who
played in it, etc., and for complete answers award free tickets
to see the new picture.
GET PATRON'S OPINION
Place a register book in the lobby asking those who attended the 1925 production to sign their names. Then, after
they have seen the picture, give out postcards asking their
opinions as to which was better — the new or old. Use the
answers received for mailing list heralds, worded something
like this: “Mrs. Doe, a neighbor of yours, says the re-make
of ‘Stella Dallas’ is one of the greatest pictures she has ever
seen.”
The story of a woman’s self-sacrifice for her daughter’s
happiness is one of strong moral values, suitable for tieups
with churches on special showings and the suggestion to
pastors that they use Stella Dallas herself as the topic of a
sermon. Hold showings also for women’s civic clubs and use
their endorsements for advertising purposes in lobby cards
and newspapers.
Stills showing Miss Stanwyck feeding a baby in a highchair are suitable for tieups on Grape-Nuts, Wheatena and
other food displays.
MOTHER'S LOVE ANGLE
Mother love as exemplified in the film can be used for
several types of contests. Arrange local searches in connection with a newspaper to discover “Blank City’s Typical
Mother.” A contest for the identification or longest lists of
famous screen mothers would arouse interest of film fans.
Such a list might include Marlene Dietrich, Ann Harding,
Dolores Costello Barrymore, etc.
A tieup with a local photographer and newspaper might
be arranged for the sponsorship of a “best-looking motherand-daughter” contest, with photos submitted being printed
in the paper and the winner selected by a group comprising
a photographer and newspaper editor.
Adlines;
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THE EMPEROR'S

CANDLESTICKS

— METRO-GOLDWYN-MAYER
Tlie

Cast:

William

l^owell,

Luise

Rainer,

Robert

Young,

Henry

Stephenson, Maureen
O’Sullivan, Douglass Dumbrille, len Wulf,
E. E. Clive. Theodore Von Eltz, Egon Breecher, Lionel Pape, Erville Anderson, Bert Roach, Donald Kirk, Wallis Clarke, George
Davis. Producer: John Considine. Director: George Fitzmaurice.
Original:

What

Baroness Orczy.
tographer: Oliver Marsh.

Screenplay:

Herman

J. Mankiewicz.

Pho-

it's about:

Commanded to deliver an important message to the Czar,
Count Wolensky (William Powell) secrets the message in a
hidden compartment in one of a pair of candlesticks he is
taking to St. Petersburg. Countess Mironova (Luise Rainer)
who has secured evidence that Wolensky is a Polish spy steals
the candlesticks and leaves on an earlier train for St. Petersburg. Wolensky trails her, unaware that she also has hidden
a message in the candlesticks — Wolensky’s death warrant.
The candlesticks are stolen and the two trail them to an
auctioneer’s shop. They bid against
auctioneer is forced to sell one to each
covers his death warrant in his, but
the message to the Czar. Mironova
against the man she loves.
WHAT

to do and

HOW

each other until the
bidder. Wolensky disinsists on delivering
destroys her evidence

to do it:

With four potent screen names for the marquee, this
picture will require little on the part of the exhibitor to sell
it to his patrons. Miss Rainer, as a recent Academy Award
winner, deserves top billing with William Powell. Frank Morgan and Robert Young get the mention for their supporting
roles.
Carry out the Russian motif in all lobby decorations,
and ballyhoo. Hire a singer and guitarist to stroll about the
lobby playing and singing popular Russian songs. Use recordings of the songs for a street ballyhoo stunt.
LOBBY

DISPLAY

Make giant compo-board cutouts of the Emperor’s Candlesticks for the lobby, with a head of Powell and Miss Rainer
superimposed on the flame from each candle.
Tieups can be made with electrical appliance stores, contrasting the quality of the light which was once used to
serve an emperor with the splendid modern lights which
any one can have today.
Another tieup can be made with optometrists on the
candlestick idea, warning against the dangers of improper
lighting to the eyes.
Contact a local jewelry shop and arrange a display of
fine silver candlesticks for the lobby. With one pair of the
sticks lighted and reflecting on other rare pieces of silverware, the display can be worked into an attractive ad. Tieup
with antique shops on all types of Russian silverware, art
goods, coins and medals. Prepare an ad for the personal columns of the local newspapers which reads: “Will pay $1,000
for the return of the Emperor’s Candlesticks to (Address of
theatre.) No questions asked. Signed: Count Wolensky.”
Have a local artist draw a cartoon strip to accompany a serialized version of the story in one of the city newspapers. Have
the ending of the serial and strip coincide with the opening
of the picture.
POSTER

PUFF

Snipe the town with posters offering a reward for information leading to the arrest of Powell and Miss Rainer. If
possible have all the copy, except the title of the picture,
printed in Russian. This will not only attract plenty of attention, but will get across the locale of the story.
Prepare an art layout for the lobby illustrating other
famous persons who have risked life and limb to deliver important messages. Include in the display the delivery of the
message to Garcia; Michael Strogoff’s delivery of the message to the Czar; the famous ride of Paul Revere and the
ride from Ghent to Aix, both described in popular poems;
and the delivery of the message to Athens from Marathon telling of the defeat of the Persians.
Adlines:
rant.
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Who

Had

Old
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20th Century-Fox

ON

(754)

CURRENT

FEATURE

75 Minutes

Rel. June 4, '37

PRODUCTIONS

Columbia

A broad comedy, well cast and well directed, this will find
widespread popularity among the Jane Withers fans. The
rough-and-tumble story is well-suited to the gingery little
star’s talents, and she makes the most of the many hilarious
situations to come through with what is perhaps her best
performance to date. In the big city for a one-day holiday,
Jane, a detective story fan, gets on the trail of a mysterious
veiled woman, Sally Blane, who turns out to be a movie
star whose press agent is staging a fake disappearance.
Jane upsets the apple-cart when she tips' off her pal
Robert Kent, a newspaper reporter, but gets herself into
plenty of trouble when real gangsters snatch the actress,
Frank Jenks is a comic standout as a sentimental mobster.
James Tinling directed.
Jane Withers, Robert Kent, Joan Davis, Sally Blane, Harold
Huber, Frank Jenks, Ray Walker.

Angel's Holiday
Warner

Bros. (

)

F

92 Minutes

Grand

22, '37

Charles Winninger, George Brent, Anita Louise, John
Eldredge, Henry O’Neill, Ed Gargan, Eddie Acuff.

RKO

Radio

(724)

F

116 Minutes

National

Reginald

Rel. Apr. 21, '37

(129)

F

uranm

61 Minutes

Rel. Jan. 15, '37

Denny, Esther Ralston. Vince Barnett, Eleanor
Hunt, Robert Frazer, Claudia Dell.

We're in the Legion Now

c«me<iy
Rel. May

66 Minutes

Action, thrills and laughs are to be found in profusion in
this entertaining Foreign Legion comedy. Excellent color
photography vividly reproduces the picturesque Arabian
desert scenes and enhances the blonde loveliness of Esther
Ralston and Claudia Dell, who turn in first-rate performances. Reginald Denny and his low-comedy pal, "Vince Barnett, are both amusingly natural as a pair of American
gangsters who join the French Foreign Service under the
mistaken belief that it will be a rest cure for them. In
Africa they are put through rigorous training but their
penchant for revelry, drinking and romance lands them in
a desert prison camp. Here the story becomes faintly improbable as the pair lead a mutiny and end up as national
heroes. Crane Wilbur directed.

Charles Winninger brings the redoubtable Cappy Ricks
to life in this screen version of the beloved Peter B. Kyne
stories, playing his part with a superb relish for the plethoric oratory of the fiery old man. He will win audiences
completely with his human and understanding characterization. As for the picture, it, too, is so human, charming
and completely captivating that it will replace the book
from which it was adapted as the object of familiar affection in the hearts of millions of persons. George Brent
and Anita Louise are well cast and ably portray their roles,
as do others in the film. Brent, an ambitious young man
with a game leg and a will to win, fights through many
obstacles to win the admiration and the daughter of his
boss, Cappy Ricks. Directed by Busby Berkeley.

The Go-Getter

)

I Promise to Pay

(o.ne.i.v
Rel. May

(

Fearlessly exposing the loan shark racket, this timely
and attention-holding melodrama makes strong entertainment for general audiences. D. Ross Lederman has given
this believable tale of the underdog sympathetic and intelligent direction, and his cast, particularly Chester Morris and Helen Mack, give human and likeable portrayals.
Morris, a hard-working young clerk, borrows money from
an illegal loan syndicate on the strength of a forthcoming
bonus from his firm. When the bonus is cancelled the
racketeers exact such high interest that the desperate clerk
takes company funds and finally is forced to leave town
to escape the mobsters. After being hounded and beaten,
the victim enlists the aid of the district attorney who
finally smashes the racket.
Chester Morris, Leo Carrillo, Thomas Mitchell, Helen Mack,
Thurston Hall, Patsy O’Connor, Wallis Clark.

Universal

7, '37

(1013)

F

86 Minutes

ctS
Rel. May

23, '37

Commenting on Astaire-Rogers pictures is about as variable as grading pure gold and this one is no different from
its predecessors in its delivery of 24-karat entertainment
and boxoffice potentialities. In fact, many will declare it
the best ever made by the popular, nimble- footed pair of
stars, inasmuch as it has more laughs and gags than their
previous vehicles and still retains the high standard of
class production, music, dancing, acting and directing which
have made them the fans’ No. 1 favorites of musical films.
There are several catchy songs', at least one of which is already on its way to hit classification. Edward Everett Horton and Eric Blore contribute to the laugh columns in wellcast supporting roles. Directed by Mark Sandrich.

The old familiar story by Harry Leon Wilson, dusted off,
freshened up and instilled with a modern zip, is certain
to provide a zestful tonic to anaemic gate receipts. Edward
Everett Horton fans will love it, and the prescription will
be acceptable wherever administered. Horton is given every
opportunity to show his comedy talents to advantage and
the part is right in his groove. Convinced he’s going to die
within six months because he imagines he’s got symptoms
of every known illness, Horton meets a gang of genial crooks
who offer to finance his last days on earth in return for
his $750,000 inheritance when he dies. Unfortunately for
the crooks, however, he falls in love with his pretty nurse,
Donrue Leighton, shakes off his illnesses and becomes a
man. Ray McCarey directed.

Fred Astaire, Ginger Rogers, Edward Everett Horton, Eric
Blore, Jerome Cowan, William Brisbane, Harriet Hoctor.

Edward

Shall We
M-G-M

Dance

(732)

F

62 Minutes

Oh Doctor

(““y
Rel. May

Everett Horton, Donrue Leighton, William Demarest,
Edward Brophy, Eve Arden, Thurston Hall.

7, '37

Universal

(1035)

F

71 Minutes

co.ne..y
Rel. May

2, '37

Dame May Whitty, Madge Evans, Lewis Stone, Elissa Landi,
Thomas Beck, Henry Daniell, Janet Beecher, Ralph Forbes.

Adding another to the fast growing list of important pictures produced by the New Universal, “Let Them Live” is a
commendable and highly worthwhile film. Every basic element of production has been adeptly handled, giving it
potent possibilities to succeed at the boxoffice. John Howard’s performance as the young doctor is intelligent and
restrained, matching to a degree the skilled portrayal of
Edward Ellis. In the lesser roles Nan Grey, Robert Wilcox,
a newcomer, and Judith Barrett are impressive. Howard, a
cynical young doctor, changes his attitude toward humanity
when he sees how the poor are abused and neglected by
political indifference. His attempts to clean up the city
meet with opposition until he gets Ellis, the political leader,
to authorize the reform. Directed by Harold Young.
John Howard, Nan Grey, Edward Ellis, Judith Barrett,
Thomas Jackson, Robert Wilcox, Bennie Bartlett.

The 13th Chair

Let Them

Bayard 'Veiller’s perennial thriller has been brought to
the screen again, retaining all of the spine-tingling horror
which has made it a stage and screen favorite for so many
years. Pans, old and new, will love it. Dame May Whitty
is outstanding as the spiritualist faker, while Lewis Stone,
Henry Daniell, Madge Evans and others acquit themselves
with roles ably done. Dame Whitty is called in to aid the
police in forcing a confession from a person under suspicion for murder. The person is Madge Evans, Dame
Whitty’s daughter. As the web of evidence closes around
the girl, the spiritualist pleads for a chance to get a genuine message from the spirits. She fails, but uncovers a
clue which reveals the real murderer. Directed by George
B. Seitz.
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SUGGESTIONS

SELLING ANGLES:
” I Promise to Pay”
Put a strong selling campaign behind this action
drama and you will be repaid with interest in the
form of satisfied audiences. Get the cooperation
of legitimate banking firms, chamber of commerce
and better business bureau by staging a preview
for officials. As an advance throwaway us? heralds
in the form of a promissory note with selling copy
on the back. Use plenty of stills of little Patsy
O'Connor to interest feminine audiences.
CATCHLINES:
Caught in a Reign of Terror, He Had the Courage
to Buck the Merciless Loan Sharks! No One Who
Falls in Their Clutches Is Safe!
His Wife and Children at the Mercy of Vicious
Mobsters, He Fearlessly Risked His Life to Save
Them !
SELLING ANGLES:
"We're in the Legion Now"
Sell the colorful Foreign Legion angle by dressing
your ushers and doormen in legionnaires’ uniforms.
Decorate the lobby and front with potted palms and
tropical foliage. Borrow or rent eight guns stacking four of them, in army fashion, on each side
of the lobby. Play up the all-color photography by
mentioning that Esther Ralston, Claudia Dell and
Eleanor Hunt have never been seen to better advantage.
CATCHLINES:
Two Reckless Romeos Who Deserted Paris Pranks
to Join the Army Ranks!
An All-Color Comedy-Drama With a Landslide of
Laughs !
Revolt in the Desert — With a Mixture of Girls
and Guns!

SELLING

THE

AD

PICTURE

Mile-a-Minute Mischief . . . Aboard a Transcontinental Express . . . With Little Miss Dynamite!
Public Nuisance Number One ... Is on the Loose
Again . . . Beating the Police to the Solution of a
Kidnaping!
Nicknamed
Her “Angel”
. . . But She Raised
. . They
. Well.
Quite a Crop
of Trouble!
SELLING

ANGLES:

"The Go-Getter"

Play up the famous novels around “Cappy Ricks”
by Peter B. Kyne. Promote a Blank City “Go-Getter” contest, with various organizations such as
Rotary and Kiwanis nominating candidates. Organize a “Go-Getter” club to perform such civic
duties as a “Blank City Clean-Up” campaign. Then
have the group attend the showing of the picture
en masse as your guests. Give George Brent, Anita
Louise and Charles Winninger marquee credits.
See Exploitation Preview printed in Boxoffice
January 16, 1937.
CATCHLINES:
No Task Was Too Tough for Tliis Super-Salesman. . . Who Showed the Redoubtable Cappy Ricks
. . . How to Run His Business!
He Was a Fast Talker . . . But He Had No Sales
Resistance . . . Where Cupid Was Concerned.

Music by the Gershwins . . . Dancing, Singing,
Laughing Romance by Astaire and Rogers!
He Sang to Her Across the Atlantic . . . Married
Her in New Jersey . . . and Lost Her in a Huff!

He Spent $750,000 to Make His Last Days on
Earth Happy . . . and Then Decided Not to Die!

Boy Meets Girl . . . But Can’t Propose . . . Because Everybody Thinks They’re Married Already!

SELLING ANGLES:
"Let Them Live"
Although weak in established marquee names,
this picture should be sold on the strength of its
all-round excellence. Give Howard. Ellis and Miss
Grey the top billings. Promote a “Milk Fund
Show,” backed by various local charitable organizations, donating a part of the returns to aid local
medical groups. Have a free matinee for all members of orphan and charity homes. Make ad tieups for the show by using the title, urging people
to “Let Them Live — by donating to the Milk Fund.”
CATCHLINES:

SELLING
ANGLES;
"The I3th
Chair"
Sell this
one to the murder mystery
fans,
as a
spine-tingling chiller. Ballyhoo with a fake medium
in the lobby, answering questions and plugging the
film in the answers. Make a lobby display of the
figure of a man slumped over in a chair, a knife
sticking in his back. Arrange a title tieup with a
furniture store. Make a picture puzzle, containing hidden clues as to the identity of the killer,
and run the puzzle in local newspapers. Give free
passes to those who can solve it.
CATCHLINES:

He Waged a One-Man War Against the Vice
Lords of a City . . . and Won.
A Modern Pasteur ... He Fought Filth and Graft
to Save a Million Lives . . . and Won.
He Was a Gambler . . . Playing Against Men
Whose Chips Were Human Lives . . . and Whose
Stakes Were High.

Murder Strikes Twice . . . Swiftly . . . and Deadly .. . While Thirteen People Try to Commune With
the Spirits.
For Years a Faker . . . This Spiritualist Turned
to the Beyond in Her Hour of Need.
She Helped Police to Force Her Own Daughter
to Confess to a Crime of Which She Was Innocent.

MORE

SELLING

IDEAS

CONSULT

HOLLYWOOD

AIDS

SELLING ANGLES:
"Angel's Holiday"
Make an art display for the lobby showing Jane
in the dual role of assistant to Cupid and an aide
to Sherlock Holmes. Borrow some tear gas bombs
from the local police department for a lobby display. Tie up on the many merchandise products
which have been worked out by the studio. Arrange
a Jane Withers style show for a Saturday matinee. Conduct a contest to find a new nickname for
the star. See Exploitation Preview printed in Boxoffice April 10, 1937.
CATCHLINES:

SELLING ANGLES:
“Oh Doctor"
Dress usherettes as nurses. As street ballyhoo
have tw'o men dressed as internes wheel a stretcher
down the street with a "patient” in it, placarded
with appropriate billing. Prepare mailing list heralds and throwaways as “prescription blanks” and
plant them in drugstores. Construct a huge facsimile of a medicine bottle to place above the marquee. Tie up with various health foods such as
Ovaltine and Ry-Krisp. Give Horton top marquee
billing.
CATCHLINES:
He Was So Full of Pills . . . That He Rattled
When He Walked!
He Thought He Had Heart Trouble . . . But
There Was Nothing Wrong With It .
. Until He
Pell in Love!

FOR
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SELLING ANGLES:
"Shall We Dance"
Construct cutouts of dancing slippers, stringing
them around the marquee with the picture title
spelled out on them. For the inevitable dancing
contest, limit entries to imitators of the RogersAstaire technique. Tie up with radio stations on
Astaire’s broadcast. Make usual tieups on music in
the picture. Tie up with shoe stores on shoes that
"will make you want to dance.” See Exploitation
Preview printed in Boxoffice Jan. 23, 1937.
CATCHLINES:

EXPLOITATION

PREVIEWS

REGULARLY

IN BOXOFFICE

BOXOFFICE

:: May

8, 1937.

Bug Carnival
Educational

7 Minutes

A clever and original conception of a
jamboree among the folks of insect land,
this Terry-Toon will prove amusing and
fit neatly on any program. The little creatures are pictured flocking to the circus,
the feature act of which is a dragon-fly
who is tamed by a bug which enters its
bottle and subdues the monster while an
admiring audience applauds. The kids will
enjoy the circus atmosphere and get a kick
out of the exciting climax
on-fly escapes and pursues
bug.

when the dragthe pretty lady-

Shorts

producers

18 Minutes

are beginning

to find

the hospital a fruitful background for comedy, this new mad adventure of the Three
Stooges taking place, for the most part,
in and out of patients’ rooms, on operating tables and in doctors’ offices. Whether
it is laughable depends entirely on how
the broad

comedy

antics

chort
OF THE

affect

an

audi-

ence’s resistibilities. Curly, Larry and Moe
are bounced out of their homes by their
irate wives and told to find a job. A
product called “Brighto” is sold first as
an auto polish, then as a spot remover
and finally as a patent medicine, and it as
salesmen that the Stooges disrupt the
peaceful atmosphere of the hospital and
finally land back home in bed. The height
of noisy nonsensical comedy.

WEEK

M-G-M

10 Minutes

winner, has recently turned professional and his pointers during an
match are bound to prove

exhibition

amateur.

Perry

executes several unique and extremely difficult shots in regular tempo
and

these are repeated in slow motion which demonstrates the perfec-

tion of the star's every movement.
In addition to the instructional value,

have a peculiar fascination for the stay-athome spectator. As always, the narration
is delivered in an intelligent and informative style which adds considerable to the
entertainment value.

Going Places With
Lowell Thomas
No. 35
Universal

8 Minutes

Just one more in the long succession of
short subjects dealing with winter sports,
this makes its belated appearance in the
spring when audiences are thinking of
bathing and other summer occupations.
BOXOFFICE

:: May

8, 1937.

swing.

10 Minutes

The color camera has photographed
blossoms from the gardens of the world
and their delicate beauty is disclosed in
the closeups

of the gorgeously

colored pet-

als. Opening scenes are taken in the deserts of the southwest where various species of cactus and hardy plants impart
color to the arid wastes. This is followed
by glimpses of flowers and plants from
Australia, Africa and China, and the final
scene takes place in Holland, Michigan,
which like the country for which it is
named, is noted for its tulips. E. M. Newman produced this Colortour Adventure
which will be labeled a treat by all lovers
of flowers.

M-G-M

knocked with the ball more frequently than she can hit it with her racquet. Smith’s witty narration will, as
usual, tickle the funny bone.

comedy with several pleasing song numbers, an elaborately costumed production

Some
A

rather

Time Soon

pretentious

20 Mhiutes
miniature

musical

and a capable cast in which Jean Chatburn impresses with her fragile beauty
and Inez Courtney captures the comedy
honors in a wise-cracking role. The story,
which proves that romance is usually just
around the corner, is of the sort that True
Story magazine devotees relish. It tells
of a day-dreaming girl working in a razor
blade factory, who is inspired to write a
note on one of the blades hoping that it
will reach her Dream Prince. Instead, it
is found by a fellow worker, a former

9 Minutes

These PitzPatrick Traveltalks are the
leaders in the travelogue field, the beautiful
photography and color work during camera
jaunts through places we hear or read
about make them an outstanding feature
of any program. Here the cameraman
catches the picturesque and unusual in
these tropical islands, and this insight into
the life and customs of the natives will

“hot”

this short has several amusing interludes, these contributed by a dumb
young female who, in attempting to
learn the rudiments of the game, gets

Glimpses of Java and
Ceylon
M-G-M

a relief from

Vitaphone

Pete Smith introduces a fast new
racquet to screen audiences, one that
will prove intensely interesting even
to the spectator whose knowledge of
tennis is practically nil. Fred Perry,
former amateur champion and Davis

helpful even to a rank

notably “Poinciana.” Andy and Louise Carr
do an eccentric dance that rates applause,
and the finale is a dance ensemble with the
entire orchestra joining in. Lovers of the
better type of dance music will find this

Nature, the Artist

Tennis Tactics

Cup

Dizzy Doctors
Columbia

7<et^leuri.

Sukiect

Skott

Russian
“Where King Winter Rules Supreme” is
the subtitle and it is a fitting one for these
scenes of the Pacific Northwest where the
spotless snowscapes have a majestic loveliness. Shots of the skiiers in this snowy
kingdom have lost novelty for audiences
which have been surfeited with them the
past winter, but closeups of the gem-like
snowflakes will prove an absorbing study.

Jacques Fray and His
Orchestra
Vitaphone

10 Minutes

nobleman, who arranges a gala reception for her with all his relatives present in full dress regalia, Gregory Gaye is
the hero and the supporting cast includes
several former film favorites in bit parts.
Enjoyable stuff.

Twilight on the Trail
Paramount

7 Minutes

A combination of cartoon, screen song
and cowboy singing by Louise Massey and
her Westerners, sure to prove a bright spot
on the average program. The Max Fleischer introduction features an unbelievable
cowboy

This

orchestra leader has attained considerable popularity in recent months and
his name will have marquee value in the
larger cities. No attempt is made to inject
a story background and the specialists go
through their paces without the necessity
of interrupting their act to read lines. Andrea Marsh is an accomplished vocalist
and effectively puts over several songs.

artist who gets himself out of various difficulties by drawing his way to
freedom. Louise Massey, a headliner in her
field, contributes several of the old favorites among cowboy ballads in her crooning style and the well-known bouncing ball
makes its appearance to urge the audience
to join in the singing. Audience will find
it difficult to remain silent during the
closing numbers.
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Livewire Promotion
to Sell Bob Burns
Holdenville,

manager,

Okla. — David

really went

Dallas, Grand

to town

on a Bob

Burns exploitation for Paramount’s “Waikiki Wedding” last week.
Knowing that at least three-fourths of
Oklahoma’s population were formerly Arkansawyers, Dallas suggested an Arkansawyers’ Reunion and Bob Burns Day in
Holdenville to the Daily News and local
civic club leaders, and here’s what happened:
Burns was extended an invitation to attend, but unable to do so because of press
of work in Hollywood, he wrote a special
feature column in which he thanked those
responsible for staging the event. The column appeared in the newspaper together
with a three-column picture.
Many

Old-Fashioned

Events

Features for men, women and children
were placed on the convention program,
such as old-time fiddling contests, a big
feet test, a fat and lean man’s race, community singing, liars’ contest, and a square
dance. The Daily News got out a special
Bob Burns edition in cooperation with business firms. Arkansas music was featured
over the radio, and Burns paid a tribute
over an NBC hook-up.
Thousands paraded through city streets
before floats tied in with “Waikiki Wedding.” Even Burns’ original Wafford was
drafted for service, and hog-calling and
greased pig contests were held.
Yes, from the forks of the creek and
the hollowed hills they came, in clothes
dating back to the hoop skirt, leg-o’-mutton
sleeves, and peg-top pants, to see their
favorite son. Bob Burns, in “Waikiki Wedding.” The Arkansawyers enjoyed the day
renewing friendships of 30 years ago that
long will remain in their memory. They
went home talking about a new thrill, for
some saw a picture show for the first time
in their lives.

PRACTICAL

IDEAS

BY

PRACTICAL

SHOWMEN

''WAKE UP AND LIVE"
GETS CLOTHING TIEUP
Oklahoma

City — Oklahomans

were

told

to “Dress Up and Live” by the Midwest
Theatre management in an exploitation
stunt staged with Rothschild’s swank
men’s clothing store for 20th-Fox’s “Wake
Up Rothschild’s
and Live.” ran quarter page ads using
the regular press book mats. In addition,
the store’s huge windows were devoted to
the attraction, as well as cards in all departments.
Manager Burge also tied in with the
safety council by posting placards throughout the city inscribed “ ‘Wake Up and Live’
. . . Watch the Lights!”

BATHING BEAUTY
CONTESTS IN VOGUE
Bridgeport,

Conn. — Loew’s

J^ALPH day
GOLDBERG
hasinstarted
afternoon clubs
three Saturof his
Omaha theatres, the Winn, Military and
Arbor. Supervised, of course, the children
elect their own managers, doormen and
ushers for each Saturday. Admission for
club members is 5 cents; non-members pay
a dime. Manager Howard Shortley of the
Military says the matinees were started at
the request of parents who wanted to keep
their children off the streets.

•
The Orpheum and Bay theatres. Green
Bay, Wis., are getting good results from a
tieup effected ivith a local store whereby
readers who find their names in the store’s
advertisemeyits are given free tickets. The
stunt provides the theatres with prominent newspaper space at a minimum cost.

e

will conduct

bathing beauty and perfect form contests
at the Globe here and the Poll, Waterbury, beginning May 24. A four weeks’
elimination contest with cash prizes of $25,
$15 and $10, will precede the finals in the
fifth week, in which 12 winners will compete for $100.
Hanken Knitting Mills will cooperate by
supplying suits. A similar plan last year
was an excellent boxoffice booster.

Over 50,000 applications have been received by United Artists from New York
girls with Hollywood aspirations, as a result of an exploitation contest for UA’s “A
Star Is Born” which has been running in
the Evening Journal. Contest has attracted city-wide attention and the winner will
get a free trip to the coast, a tour of the
Goldwyn and Wanger studios and a screen
test at Selznick studios.

•

CORONATION STAGED
BY FLORIDA THEATRE
Panama

City, Fla. — This

little town

beat

England to the draw and had its own little
coronation ceremony last week, with its
kings, queens, courtiers, and shiny silks and
satins and ermine in profusion.
The stunt was pulled off on the Ritz
Theatre stage and the local papers carried
a one-third page ad announcing “This is
coronation day in Panama City,” which
was accompanied by a list of ads by local
merchants whose stores had been rated

For Warner’s "Great O’Malley” Dave
Titleman of the Philadelphia Belmont held
a contest for the most popular policeman
in the ivest-end section. In the exploitation. Titleman tied up ivith a neighborhood weekly, a jeweler and a florist. A
loving cup went to the bluecoat and his
wife got a flower bouquet.
Oklahoma City secretaries and stenographers flocked to the State Theatre last
week to see, as guests of the management,
Columbia’s “More Than a Secretary.” Stunt
proved effective and created plenty of
word-of-mouth publicity.

tops by the “King” and “Queen.”

Time for Checkup
Outdoor Posters
New

York — A

spring

of

cleanup

of

billposting is urged by Oscar Doob,
Loew circuit publicity head.
"This is the time of the year to
make a thorough, intelligent checkup of outdoor advertising ,” he informed Loew theatre managers, urging elimination of duplicate posting,

An "Arkansas razorback pig” contest was one of the highlights of the
Arkansawyers’ Reunion and Bob Burns Day staged by David Dallas, manager of the Grand Theatre at Holdenville, Okla. A hog-calling contest and a
greased pig race were featured. Only part of the mammoth crowd attracted
can be seen in the photo.

34

unprofitable sniping, etc. "Many
theatres can actually increase the
value of their plant by cutting down
the quantity of posters used, by
shifting
locations and other means,”
Doob advised.
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P R A C T I C A I» IDEAS

BY

PRACTICAL

York — Recognition

Unusual

in a message

Personalities

Used by Showmen

of trade

New

paper advertising of motion pictures
as a valuable adjunct in theatre exploitation is given in “Forward,”
publication of Skouras Theatres circuit here.
Said “Forward,”
Skouras managers:

SeLlln^ Saat6

Impressive Display

Urge Showmen to Heed
Trade Paper Ads
New

S H O W M E N

Exploits "Thunder"

New

to

“While not belittling press hooks
which are of genuine service to the
showman, the enterprising manager
loill do well, at the same time, to
pay close attention to the trade paper and magazine advertising on the
pictures he is trying to plug.
“It seems only logical that trade
paper advertising on a picture, because it is condensed and concentrated on some effective selling angle, may prove of valuable assistance to the showman in putting

York — One

of the highlights

of the

Criterion Theatre’s campaign for Columbia’s “Thunder in the City” was a unique
lobby display with its effect of high buildings apparently crashing to earth which,
with a red light flashing on top of four
radio towers in the lobby, made many
passersby
over.

stop to give the layout the once-

Overhead, in front of the lobby, a shadow
box scene depicted toppling buildings, these
being illuminated from the sides and base
in color, and a torn paper effect gave the
impression of the buildings crashing
through the background. The same effects
were carried out on each side except that
the scene portrayed a model blimp and a
fleet of planes against a blue sky background. Huge enlargements of Edward G.
Robinson were set against this background.
Three hundred helium-filled balloons in
the shape of blimps were strung above and
below the marquee of the Criterion and a

across the picture.”

PILLORY IN LOBBY TO
PEG "MAID OF SALEM"

few hundred more were distributed to patrons. Balloons were imprinted with name
of star, attraction and theatre.

York — Among

the recent

amples of smart showmanship.

ex-

Milt

Harris of Cleveland and Lester Pollock of Rochester, N. Y., both Loew
men, put over stunts that rang the
bell.
Harris dug up a ll-year-old girl
loho is an ardent Robert Taylor fan
and has the walls of her room plastered with various and sundry photos of the film sheik. The Cleveland
“Plain Dealer” gave three columns to
a story on her yen for Bob.
In Rochester, Pollock found a citizen who had never seen a motion
picture, so a flock of friends and the
Sunday American staged a party at a
showing of “Maytime.”
NAME-GUESSING
Gradwell

Sears,

CONTEST

Warner

Bros,

general

sales manager, has evolved a name-guessing contest consisting of a set of 12 cards,
each with a cartoon illustrating a title of
an immediate WB release. The idea is to
guess the release, and a key supplies the
solution.

Detroit — A specially constructed pillory
of the New England type was placed in
the lobby of the Eastown Theatre here, a
Wisper and Wetsman unit, to catch the
eyes of passersby

for the showing

of Para-

mount’s “Maid of Salem.” On the pillory
was a sign reading: “This will be ye punishment if ye do not see ‘Maid of Salem’
at the Eastown next Sunday.”
To create further comment in advance
of the opening, printed pictures of patrons
in the pillory were mailed. Credit for the
magnetic boxoffice
Rose, manager.

stunt

goes to Joe

La-

Fan Club Tieups by GN
New

York — Personalities who have thousands of followers in fan clubs sponsored
by magazines and radio stations are being
given national exploitation by Grand National in a tieup with pictures in which
they will appear. One of the largest is
the affiliated Shadow Clubs, inspired by
the character introduced in the pulp magazines and popularized by the radio. These
have 50,000 members. “Renfrew of the
Mounted,” another radio feature, will be
similarly exploited while GN brings it to
the screen. Also Plash Casey, cameraman,
who will be the subject of a GN film.

Striking inside lobby of the Warner’s
Theatre, Milwaukee, Wis., set up four
weeks in advance of Universal’s “Top
of the Town” opening. Heads of the
three stars encircled by glittering
stars and enlargements of the spectacular scenes were topped by a huge
top hat which carried the title in
raised letters. Harry MacDonald,
manager, arranged the display.
BOXOFFICE
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Laurels to "Good Earth" and "Wake Up"
CHARLOTTE

Broadway— rail It a Day
('aiolina — Seventh Heaven
Carolina — Beloved Knemy

(AVERAGE

(WB)
(20th-Fox)
(UA)

Imperial — -John Meade’s Woman
(Para)
90
Imperial — The PIoiig:h and the Stars (RKO)....
80
Imperial — Breezing Home
(Univ), plus stage
show
125
State^ — Maytime (M-G-M)
100
State- Here Gomes Garter (FN)
110
State — Gareeny on the Air (Rep)
80
State — Koaring: Bead (Rep)
95

CINCINNATI
-Vlbee— Top of the Town
Gapitol — Seventh Heaven
Gland — Waikiki Wedding
for 5th

(Univ)
(20th-Fox),
(Para), 4th

120
3d wk...ll0
wk; held
110

Lyri< — Thunder in the City (Col)
Palace — Personal Property (M-G-M)
Shubert — The Good Karth (M-G-M),

2d

100
120
wk...l00

CLEVELAND
Allen — Marked

Woman

(FN),

wk

130

Hippodrome — The M’oman 1 I^ove (RKO)
Pala>e — Gall It a Day (\VB); stage: Slums
of Paris
State — The
and His

Hit Parade
Band

Stillman — Men

Are

(Rep);

Not

Stage:

Gods

Ted

Lewis

(UA)

90

105
70

(Para),

3d

wk

90

DENVER
Aladdin — Fifty Roads to Town
(20th-Fox)
Broadway — The Good Earth (M-G-M), roadshow

I

May

Live

(20th-Fox)

75

DETROIT
Adams — Top of the Town
(Univ), continued
first-run 2d wk. from Fox; (iirl Overhoar<l
(Univ)
Cinema — F^cstasy (Jewel),
held for 8th wk
Downtown — I Was

a

7th

Captive

Detroit

of Nazi

wk.,

Madison — The Woman
I I^ove (RKO). 2d wk...
Mic higan — Personal Property i M-G-M). 2d wk.
stage show
state — The King and the ('horus (iirl (WB),
2d wk.; Don’t Tell the Wife (RKO)
United Artists — Good Old Si»ak (M-G-M)

135
75
110
85

90
95

8o
90
100
90
95

CITY

I'p and
Episode

IJve (20tli-Fox);
No. 1

Dick
115

LOS ANGELES
Chinese — A Star Is Born
City (M-G-M)
Downtown — Gall It a Day
Sam
(FN)

(UA);

Song

(WB);

Penrod

of

the
150

Hillstreet — Girl I.,oves Boy (GN);
l.eave (GN)
Hollywood — Same
as Downtown

36

175

Wake

160

Rrandeis — The Woman
I Love (RKO);
Too
Man>
Wives (RKO)
Omaha — No Man of Her Own (Para), re-issue;
M ings of the Morning (UA)

155

Orpheum — Top
Lir Romance

Up

and

23V* Houri
7

and Live — New

No Man of Her Own
Omaha
A Star Is Born
Angeles
F'arth,

Globe,
cisco.

(dual) —

York;
8th

100
80
100

of the 'r(>wn
(20th- I'ux)

(Univ);

125

Time

115
155

Out
120

of
of

7th

PORTLAND,
Blue

RUNS

12th
New
York.
Horizon,
8th
New

100
125
100

OMAHA

150

w’k.
w'k.

lyOst

York

125

(dual) — Los

EXTENDED

wk.,

two-a-day

at

two-a-day

at

wk.,

Geary,

San

Fran-

Detroit.

Maytime, 5th wk., Grand, Cincinnati; 4th
d. t. wk.. Washington. 4th d. t. wk.. Seattle; 3rd wk.. Tower, Dallas; 3rd wk.. Paramount, Los Angele.s-

F'antage.s — Same as Hillstreet
I’aramount — M'aikiki Wedding
stage show
State — Same as Chinese

3d

Is News

ORE.
(20th-Fox);

Murder
105
110
120

Orpheum — (Quality Street (RKO) ; Nancy Stecle
Is Missing (20th-Fox)
Paramount — Waikiki Wedding
(Para); Time

115

Out f<>r Rtnnance (20th-Fox). 3d w'k
United Artists — Romeo & Juliet (M-G-M)

115
115

ST. LOUIS

80
(Para),

Mouse — I.ove

Goes to G<>llege (I’ara), 4th d. t. wk
Broadway — T»)p of the Town (Univ) ; Her Husband's Secretary (FN). 2d wk
Mayfair — Go<k1 lOarth (M-G-M), roadshow’,
2d wk

History Is Maile at Night, 5th wk.. Liberty, Seattle; 4th wk., United Artists. San
Francisco.

wk..
100
150

Amba.ssador — Call It a Day (WB); 'I'hat Man’s
Here Again (FN)
;
Fox — Top of the Town
(Univ); Too Many
Wives (RKO)
Loevv’s — History Is Made at Night (UA);
Elephant Boy (UA)
Missouri — F'ifty Roads to Town
(20th-Fox);
Midnight Taxi (20th-Fox)
St. Louis — Her Husband Lies (Para); Johnny
Perkins on stage

105
105
105
95
115

MINNEAPOLIS
Aster- Step Lively, Jeeves (20th-Fox); Mi<Inight Court (WB)
90
fentury — Playtime (M-G-M), 2d wk
125
Minnesota — King and the Chorus (iirl (WB).... 70
Orpheum — .50 Roads to Town (20th-Fox). stage
show
100
State — Mama
Steps Out
the Lady (RKO)
Time — Head Over Heels
World — Ghustered (Rest

(M-G-M);

Soldier

and
90
70
70

in Love (GB)
Film), 2d wk

NEW

Astor — (iood
two-a-day

105
125

ORLEANS

Horizon

70
(M-G-M).

(Col)

Terror

Earth

95

125

(20th-Fox)

YORK

125
95
135
130
130
105
85

CITY

(M-G-M).

)2th

wk.

of
75

( *apitol~(iood Old Soak (M-G-M)
(’entral — I Promise to Pay (Col); 9th episode
Dick Tracy serial
(’riterion — Thunder in the City (Col)
Globe — Lost Horizon (Col), 8th wk of two-aday. . .
Paramount — Swing High, Swing I>ow (Para),
stage show; 2d wk
Radio City Music Hall — A Star Is liorn (UA).
stage show

90
110
120

3d

(M-G-M);

wk

W-fiy
115

FRANCISCO

I'ox — Fifty Roads to Town
(20th-Fox); That
Man’s Here Again (FN)
Gear>’ — Lost Horizon (Col); roadshow'. 7th
w^k
1
Golden Gate— Outcasts of Poker Flat (RKO);
stage show
1Jrpheuin —

When

Love

Is

Yb)ung

(Univ)

85
90
105

;

80
(20th-Fox);

Step

iJvely, Jeeves C20th-Fox), 2d wk
65
St. Francis — Marked Woman
(FN); F’amil.v
.Vffair (M-G-M). 2d d. t. wk
120
United Artists — History Is Made at Night (UA);
4 days, 4th w'k
Warfield — Romeo and

Juliet

100
75

(M-G-M)

SEATTLE
l^.lue Mou.se — Maikiki
d. t. wk

Wedding

(Para),

4th
105

Fifth Avenue — Wake Up and Live (20th-P'‘ox) ;
The Man Who F'ound Himself (RKO)
Liberty — History Is Made at Night (UA); I.#et’s
Get Married (Col), 5th wk
Music Box — Maytime (M-G-M), 5th wk
Orpheum — Marked
Woman
(FN); Time Out
for Romance
(20th-Fox)
Palomar — Jim Hanvey, Detective (Rep), stage
show*
Paramount— The Good T)ld Soak (M-G-M);
Her Husband’s Secretary (FN)

125
110
115
110
115
120

WASHINGTON

100
105

Palace — Waikiki

140

125

(FN),

City

Capitol — Hit Parade (Rep), stage show
Columbia — Ma.\time (M-(i-M), 4th d. t. wk.,
3 w'ks. 1st run at Palace
Karle — Internes (’an’t Take Money
(Para),
stage show
Keith’.s- Woman
I Love (RKO)
Metropolitan — Marked
Woman
(FN), 2d d. t.
Avk.. 1st wk. at Earle

Rivoli — Cafe
Roxy— Wake
show.

M'oinan

Over

125

100

Strand — Marked

Victory — Song of the
Out West (M-G-M)

70

Rialto— Outiusts of Poker F'lat (RKO)
Rivoli l><»ve I'rom a Stranger (UA). 4 days
of 2d wk
Metrop4)le (20th-Fox). 3 days
Gp and Live (20th-Fox), stage

Head

120

Racketeers in Flxile (Col)
Paramount — Seventh Heaven

Ori)heum— The A^'onian I T^ve (RKO)
Saenger — Seventh Heaven (20th-Fox)
St. Charle.s — M'oinan in Distress (Col), on stage
Folies d’Armour
State— (iood Old Soak (M-G-M)
strand — Mad
Holiday (M-G-M). on .stage A1
Ritchie as Popeyei

NEW

200

CITY

(M-G-M);

orpheum — Silent Barriers (GB)
110
Paramount — (iood F^arth (M-G-M), roadshow .. 1 25
Roxy — Great Gn.v (GN). plus stage show;
House of Secrets (Ches)
105
Studio -Maytime
(M-G-M), holdover, 4th wk...l05

SAN

(’enter — Her Husband Lies (Para)
(ilobe — The Last of Mrs. Gheyney
revival

'I'he Holy

SALT LAKE
Capitol — (iood Old Soak
Heels in l^ove (GB)

HAVEN

(’ollege — A
F'amil> .\ffair (M-G-M);
Town
Topb-s, local stage revue
Paramount — Waikiki Wedding
(Para); Her
Husband
IJes (Para), 2d wk
I’oli — (i<»<id Old Sojik (M-G-M); Song of the
City (M-G-M)
Roger Sherman — Top of the Town
(Univ);
Her Husband’s Secretary (FN)

Tudor—

Mainstreet^ — Internes Can’t Take .Money (Para):
Olsen and Johnson stage show
140
Midland — Good Old Soak (M-G-M); Song of
the City (M-G-M)
75
Newman — No Man of Her Own
(Para), rei,ssue; The Grime Nobody Saw (Para)
90
I irpheum — Lost Horizon (Col ). roadshow
good
Tower — Make
Up and Live (20th-Fox), .«tage
show
190
rptoAvn — Wake
Tra<'y (Rep).

50 Roads to Town — Denver

Liberty — T.ost

Ranger (Para)
of the Town
(Univ)

KANSAS

City.. 190

90

INDIANAPOLIS

I 'ircle — (Quality Street (RKO)
Loew’s Personal Property (M-G-M)
Lyric — Gall It a Day (WB), vaudeville

225

and Live — Kansas

NEW
85

Germany

(SR); Sing While You’re Able (Melody)
Fox — Wake
Up and Live (20th-Fox). stage
show

Alamo— Last
Apollo — Top

Up

175
225

Henham — Internes Gan’t Take M<»ney (Para)... 95
Uenver — Ready, Willing and Able (WB), with
Ma.ior Bowes unit
250
Orpheum — The Woman
I l.ove (RKO); S<»ng
of the City (M-G-M)
100
Paramount — Head Over Heels in I>ove (GB);
'rhat

Wake

Ecstasy,

(.’apitol — Nar<*otic (SR), roadshow
100
(’apitol — Mysterious Grossing (Univ)
80
Palace — Wake
I’p and Live (20th-Fox)
130
Melba— Kspionage (M-G-M)
90
Majestic — Marked Woman
(FN)
100
Kialto — Lost Horizon (Col), roadshow two-a-day
$1.20 top
No. Avg.
We<lding

Earth — Denver

80

DALLAS

Tower — Waikiki

Good

CITY

Can’t Take Money (Para)..
Our Moments
(Univ) ; Her

Husband’s Secretary (FN)
Midwest — Wake
Up and Live (20th-Fox)
state— More Than a Secretary (Col)
Warner — Two Against the World (FN). plu.s
stage show

Top Hits of the Week

(iood
A.stor,
2d

OKLAHOMA

IS 100%)

Criterion — Internes
Liberty- We Have

115
100
100

80

W'edding

(Para),
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FLIGHT
FROM
GLORY
Abel. Producer: Robert
Andrews,

PREPARING
BOY

OF THE
STUEET
(Mono)— with Jackie Cooper. Screenplay: Marion Orth.
CASSIDY
or BAK
20 (Para)— with William Boyd.
George Hayes, Russell Hayden. Producer: Harry
Sherman. Original: Clarence E. Mulford. Screenplay: Norman Houston.
CHANNEL
CROSSING
(Univ) — with Robert Wilcox, Jean Rogers. Producer: E. M. Asher. Director: Milton Carruth.

CIRCUS

LADY
(Mono) — Producer: Scott R. Dunlap. Original: Llewelyn Hughes.
Screenplay:
Marion Orth.

DANGER — LOVE
AT
WORK
(20th-Fox) — with
Simone Simon. Producer: Harold Wilson. Director: Dr. Otto Ludwig
Preminger. Original:
James Edward
Grant.
(Col) — Original:

George

Walter
Robert

MR. DODD
TAKES
THE
AIR (WB) — with Kenny
Baker, Eleanore Whitney. Producer: Mervyn Le
Roy. Director: Alfred E. Green. Original: Clarence Budington Kelland.

#

FLAvSH

(RKO)— with
Sisk. Original:

Clarke,

Guy

SINGING
KID FROM
PINE
RIDGE
(Rep)— with
Betty Bronson, LeRoy
Mason, Kenneth Cooper.
Henry Hall. Tom
Smith, Charles Middleton.
TAKE
THE
HEIR
(RKO)— with Gordon
Jones.
Barbara Pepper, Paul Guilfoyle, Richard Lane,
Frank
M.
Thomas.
Dorothy
Moore,
Dudley
Clements, William
Carson.
Producer: Maury
Cohen.
Director: Ed
Killy. Original: Thomas
Ahern, Lawrence
Pohle.
Screenplay: Arthur
Horman.
THIS
BUSINESS
OF
LOVE
(Rep) — with Carol
Hughes, David Carlyle, Pert Kelton, Warren
Hymer, Andrew
Tombes, Sid Saylor, Oscar and
Elmer.
Producer:
Colbert Clarke.
Director;
Ralph Staub.
THREE
ROOMS
IN
HEAVEN
(M-G-M)— with
Joan Crawford, Spencer Tracy. Producer: Joseph Mankiewicz. Director: Frank
Borzage.
Original: Katherine
rence Hazzard.

Brush,

Screenplay:

Law'-

Tros-

FOLLIES
ren Duff.

(WB)— Original:

Sig

Herzig.

MIGHTIER
THAN
THE
SWORD
(Univ)— with
Doris Nolan.
Producer:
Edmund
Grainger.
Original: William Rankin.
MURDER
GOES
Brian Marlow.
PORT
OF
Young.

TO

JAIL

(Para)— Screenplay :

MISSING
GIRLS (Mono)— Producer:
Screenplay; Edwin C. Parsons.

Lon

ROAMING
COWBOY
(Spectrum)— with Fred Scott.
Producer: Jed Buell. Original: Bennett Cohen.
Screenplay: William Lively.
RI'LER
OF THE
SEA (Para) — Producer: William
LeBaron.
S-262

(WB) — with Pat O’Brien, George Brent. Director: Lloyd Bacon.
Original: Frank Wead.
SPRING
TIDE
(M-G-M) — with
Robert
Taylor,
Lionel Barrymore,
Frank
Morgan,
Producer;
Hunt Stromberg.

STACKED
CHIPS
(Condor)^ — with Conrad Nagel.
Eleanor
Hunt.
Producer:
George
Hirliman.
Screenplay: David Adams, David Levy.
TELEPHONE
OPERATOR
(Mono)— Producer : Lon
Young. Screenplay: John Krafft.
THAT
MAN'S
HERE
AGAIN
(Para)— with W. C.
Fields. Original: W. C. Fields. Jack Cunningham.
THREE'S
COMPANY
(M-G-M) —
with
William
Powell. Myrna Loy, Robert Young, Florence Rice.
Producer: Joseph Mankiewic^.. Director: Richard Thorpe, Original: Ferenc Molnar,
IJ'rH MAN
(Mono) — with
Heyburn, Inez Courtney.
Director: William Nigh.
TOWN
JUBILEE
Producer: John
Lynn Root,

Eadie Adams, Weldon
Producer: Lon Young.
Original; John Krafft.

(20th-Fox)— with Jane Withers.
Stone. Original: Frank Fenton,

STARTING
ARMORED
TAXI
(20th-Fox) — with Barton MacLane, Rochelle Hudson, Brian Donlevy, Phyllis
Brooks, Harry Carey. Producer: Milton Field.
Director: Malcolm St. Clair. Original: Jack Andrews.
BLACK
TORRENT
(Col)— with Jack Holt, Mae
Claike, Joseph Crehan, Ray Walker. James Bush.
Harry Worth, Harold Huber. Producer: Larry
Darmour.
Director: Ernest Schoedsack. Original: Ralph Graves.
CALIFORNIAN
(20th-Pox) — with Ricardo Cortez.
Maurice Black. Producer: Sol Lesser. Director:
Gus
Meins.
Original: Harold
Bell Wright.
Screenplay: Gilbert Wright, Gordon Newell.
EBB
TIDE
(Para) — with Frances Farmer. Oscar
Homolka, Lloyd Nolan, Barry Fitzgerald. Producer: Lucien Hubbard.
Director: Henry Hathaway. Original: Robert Louis Stevenson, Lloyd
Osbourne.
FliASHING
SKATES
(Col) — ^wlth Charles Quigley,
Rita Hayworth,
Ward
Bond. J. Farrell MacDonald, Max Hoffman jr,. John Gallaudet. Producer: Harry L. Decker.
Director: D. Ross
Ledeiman.
Original: J. Berton Cheney. Screenplay: Fred Niblo jr., Grace Neville.

VIV^ACTOUS
LADY
(RKO) — with Ginger Rogers.
James Ellison, Fay Bainter, Donald Crisp, Virginia Weidler, William Brisbane, Marion Jones,
Stanley Blystone, Floyd
Shackelford. Phoebe
Terbell, Maurice
Black, June
Horn, Vernon
Dent. Producer: Pandro S. Berman.
Director:
Stevens. Original: I. A. R. Wylie. Screenplay: Anne Morrison Chapin.
MONEY
(Para) — -with Edward
Everett Horton. Lucille Campbell. Lynne Overman.
Porter
Hall, Lucien Littlefield, Benny
Baker, Esther
Dale, Colin Tapley, James Sheriff, Nick Lukats.
Esther Dale, Barlowe Borland. Lee Shumway,
Elsa Connor. Ruth
Coleman,
Don
McKinney,

War-

WINGS
(Para) — Director: William
Screenplay: Cecil Lewis, Philip Mac-

VARSITY
SHOAV
(WB)— with Dick Powell. Frank
McHugh,
Fred Waring and his Pennsylvanians,
Ted
Healy,
Walter
Catlett. Director: William
Keighley.

WILD

ONE
CAME
HOME
(M-G-M) — with Robert Taylor.
Virginia Bruce, Maureen O’Sullivan, Lionel Barrymore, Lewis Stone, Charles Grapewin.
Producer: John W. Considine. Director: J. Walter
Rubin.
MEN
WITH
Wellman.
Donald.

SUPER
SLEUTH
(RKO) — with Jack Oakie, Ann
Sothern, James Gleason Edgar Kennedy, Richard Lane, Gordon Jones, Joan Woodbury, Frank
Jenks, Bud
Jamison, Eduardo
Ciannelli, Alan
Bruce. Producer: Edward
Small. Director: Ben
Stoloff. Original; Harry
Segall. Screenplay:
Bertram Milhauser.

George

per.
FOOLS
OF
THE
LEGION
(RKO)— with George
O’Brien. Producer: George Hirliman. Original:
J. D. Newson.
ICE

Carle, Zeffe Tilbury, Betty Bronson, Ranny
Weeks, Richard Beach, Charles Judels, Suzanne
Kaaren, Esther Howard, Rolfe Sedan. Producer:
A1 Levoy. Director: John Auer.
.SARATOGA
(M-G-M) — with Clark Gable, Jean
Hallow, Lionel Barrymore, Frank Morgan, Jonathan Hale, Walt
Robbins, Una
Merkel, John
Eldredge, Hattie McDaniel, Dickie Jones, Frank
McGlynn, Howard
Hickman.
Producer: Barnard
Hyman.
Director: Jack Conway.

WELL ALONG
ARTISTS
AND
MODELS
(Para) — with Jack Benny,
Gail Patrick, Ida Lupino, Richard Arlen, Ben
Blue. Jerry Bergen, Cecil Cunningham,
Blanca
Vischer, Donald Meek, Nick Lukats, Elsa Connor, Virginia Brissac, Pat Moran, Jane Weir.
Producer: Lewis Gensler. Director: Raoul Walsh.
HIJACK
ACES
(Univ) — with Buck
Jones, Kay
Linaker, Fred Mackaye, Robert Frazer, Arthur
Van Slyke. Producer: Buck Jones. Director: Les
Selander. Original: Stephen Payne, Screenplay:
Frances Guihan.

Wesley

Barry. Producer: William
rector; Lew King. Original: Paul

LeBaron.
Gallico.

Di-

YOU
CAN'T
HAVE
EVERYTHING
(20th-Fox) —
with Alice Faye, Jimmy
Ritz, David Rubinoff,
Arthur Treacher, Gypsy Rose Lee, Tony Martin,
Frances Drake, Don Ameche, Joan Davis, Wally
Vernon, George Davis, Frank Puglia, Tom
Herbert, Louis Prima, George Humbert.
Director:
Norman Taurog. Screenplay: Harry Tugend, Jack
Yellen.
YOU'LL
BE
MARRIED
BY
NOON
(M-G-M) —
with Robert Young, Florence Rice, Tom
Kennedy, Warren Hymer, George Taylor, Jack Norton, Irene Franklin, Barnett Parker. Producer:
Sam Zimbalist. Director: Edwin 1>. Marin. Original: Harry Ruskin.

DEAD

END
(UA) — with Joel McCrea, Sylvia Sidney. Humphrey Bogart, Doris Nolan. Allen Jenkin.s, George Humbert.
Producer: Samuel Goldwyn.
Director: William
Wyler.
Screenplay;
Lillian Heilman.

DOUBLE
OR NOTHING
(RKO)— with Bing Crosby, Maltha Raye, Mary Carlisle. Benny Baker.
Samuel
Hinds, Alphonse
Berg, Ikaf Hytten,
Calgary
Brothers. J. Carrol Naish, William
Frawley, Andy
Devine.
Producer: Benjamin
Glazer. Director: J. Theodore Reed.
FIREFLY
(M-G-M) — with Jeanette MacDonald.
Allan Jones, Milton Watson, John Piccori. Douglass Dumbrille, Warren
William, Belle Mitchell.
Jean Perry, Ed
Phillips. Rolfe Sedan, Mabel
Colrord, Eugene Borden. Jack LaRue, Maurice
Cass, Peter DuRey.
Producer: Hunt Stromberg.
Director: Robert Z. Leonard.
FIRS'I' LADY
(WB) — with Kay
Francis. George
Brent, Marjorie
Gateson. Harry
Davenport.
Original:
George
S. Kaufman.
Screenplay:
Rowland
Leigh.
FORI..ORN
RIVER
(Para)— with
Larry Crabbe,
June Martel, John Patterson, Lucien Littlefield.
Sid Sajlor, Harvey
Stephens, Chester Conklin,
Barlowe Borland, Lew
Kelly, Raphael Bennet.
Director: Charles Barton. Original: Zane Grey.
LAST
TRAIN
FROM
MADRID
(Para)— with Gail
Patrick, John Patterson. Anthony Quinn, Rollo
Lloyd, Otto Hoffman, Lil)by Taylor, Maurice Cass.
Producer: George Arthur. Director: A1 Santell.
Original: Paul Hervey Fox.
I..ET ME
LIVE
(UA-Selznick) — with
Fredric
March, Fay Wray. Gene Lockhart, Lionel Stander. Producer: E. Lloj^d Sheldon.
Director:
William A. Wellman.
Original: Robert Carson
Screenplay: John Lee Mahin.
MAKE
A WISH
(RKO) — with Bobby Breen, Basil
Rathbone, Henry Armetta. Lucy Ann
McLean.
Mary
Etta Freese. Producer: Sol Lesser. Director: Kurt Neumann.
MYSTERY
RANGE
(Victory) — with Tom
Tyler.
Jerry Bergh, Lafe McKee, Wilbur Morante, Dick
Alexander, Roger Williams. Pro<lucer: Samuel
Katzman.
Director: Robert Hill.
PROFESSIONAL
JUROR
(Col)— -with Otto Kruger.
Douglas Montgomery, Thurston Hall, Jacqueline
Wells, Nana Bryant. Marc Lawrence, Guy Usher.
Harvey Clarke, Edward
Earle. Ted Oliver, Gene
Morgan, Staffley Fields. Dick Elliot. Marc Strong.
Producer: Wallace MacDonald.
Director: John
Braham.
Original: Harold Schumate.
Screenplay: Fred Nible jr., Grace Neville.
RADIO
JAMBOREE
(WB)— with
Dick
Foran,
Jane Wyman.
Producer: Frank Mandell. Director: Bobby Connolly. Screenplay: George Bricker, Frank Mandell.
RIGHT
TO
KILL.
THE
(Crescent) — with Tom
Keene, Robert Fiske, David Sharpe. John Merton. Lorraine Hayes. Screenplay: Bennett Cohen
RHYTHM
IN THE
CLOUDS
(Rep) with Patricia
Ellis, Warren
Hull, David
Carlyle, Richard

COMPLETED
ARMORED
CAR
(.Univ) — with Cesar Romero, Paul
Fix, Arthur Hoyt, Irving Pichel, Fay Cotton,
Jack

Mulhall, Catherine Hughes, Laurie Douglas, John Kelly, Richard Tucker, John King.
Donald
Kerr, Robert Quirk, Stanley Blystone.
Producer: E. M. Asher. Director: Lewis R. Foster, Robert N. Lee,

liljAZING

BARRIERS
(Mono) — with Florine McKinney, Edward Arnold jr., Frank Coghlan jr.,
Albert Taylor. Producer: Ken Goldsmith. Direcsons. tor: Aubrey Scotto. Screenplay: Edwin C. Fai-

EVER
SINCE
EVE
(WB) — with Marion Davies,
Robert Montgomery,
Frank
McHugh,
Minerva
Urecal,

Patsy Kelly, Allen Jenkins, Louise Fazenda, Barton MacLane,
Marcia Ralston, Spencer Charters, Ray
Bourbon, Frank
Otto, A1
Herman, Arthur Hoyt, Jerry Fletcher. Producer:
Earl Baldwin. Director: Lloyd Bacon.

MIDNIGHT
MADONNA
(Major) —
with Warren
William. Mady
Correll, Robert Baldwin. Jonathan Hale. Frank Reicher, John Elliott, Ruth
Robinson. Patrick Kelly, Edward
Ellis, Irene
Franklin. Edward
Earle, Donald Ivirke. Stanley
Price. Harry Tyker, May
Wallace. Sam
Flint.
Producer:
Emanuel
Cohen.
Director: James
Flood.
Original: David Boehm.
Screenplay:
Doris Malloy, Gladys Lehman.
SHADOW,
THE
(GN) — with Rod LaRocque, Norman Ainsley, Ray Johnson, Harry Harvey, James
Morton, John Dilson, Cy Kendall, Kenneth HarShores.lan. Producer; Max Alexander. Director: Lynn
A’OGUES OE 1J)3S (UA) — with Joan Bennett. Warner Baxter, Helen Vinson. Mischa Auer, Alan
Mowbray,
Alma
Kruger. Jerome Cowan, Polly
Rowles, Libby
Harben,
Dorothy
Day,
Mary
Oakes, Ida Volmer, Olive Cawley, Katherine
Aldridge, Frances Joyce, Ruth Martin, Franklin
Pangborn,
Dorothy
McNulty,
Norene
Carr,
Peggy
Bella

Calvin. Producer: Walter Wanger.
rector: Irving Cummings.
Original: Sam
Spewack.

Diand

YOU
CAN'T
BEAT
LOVE
(RKO)— with Preston
Foster, Joan Fontaine. Mary Bovard, Lynn Arden. Fred Kelsey. Producer: Robert Sisk. Director: Christy Cabanne. Original: Olga Moore.
Screenplay: David Silversteln.

PRODUCTION

^ko'ct6

Additions to and corrections of
the PRODUCTION
INDEX
for
April 24, 1937.

Paramount

BETTY

BOOP

C.ARTOON.S

Flulgy Picks a Figlit (8) — The pup is heart-broken
when he sees Betty fondling her fur neckpiece

CHANGES

as

he believes it is a new pet. May 14, ’37.
(iRANTLAND
RICE SPORTLIGHTS

Swing Stars (10) — Starting with the
of a golf ball, the reel shows that
played

reatutei

habilitate himself. When
eastern thugs try to
invade the territory a feud breaks out threatening harm to his visiting parents, but the lad
saves the day. John Beal, Armida, Harry Carey.

Columbia
Reckless Ranger (..) — Western. A
war
I attle and sheep men, instigated by a

I.etween
gang of

I'acketeers, is brought under rontiol wlien
Texas Hanger impersonates liis twin brotlier,

a
a

victim of the feud, thereby gaining the < oufidence of the gang.
Bob Alien, Louise tfmali,
Harry Woods.
Director, Si>en< er Bennet. iP).
May 30, '37. (7215).
CO.MING
RELEASES:
I'ark

Avenue Dame — Richard
TITLE
CHANGES:

Alien,

Fay

Wray.

Blazing’ Glory, changed to ROARING
TIGER.
.Shooting Showdown,
changed
to TWO
FISTED
SHERIFF.

First National
Case of the ^Stuttering: lM!»hoi)« The (..) — Mystery
drama.
A
iirivate detective hoping; to beiielit
financially as a result of a manslaughter case is
revealed as the real murderer. Donald Woods.
Ann
Dvorak, Anne
Nagel. Director, WilHuiu
Clemens.

(F>-

June

Ihrectur, Lew Landers. (F). June 25. ’37. (73U).
Iloll^uood ( o\\ buy (formerly Looking for Trouble)
(..i — Western.
Big time city racketeers transfer- their activities to the plains. A cowboy film
star, on location, is accused of being one of
iheni. but acquits himself by stifling tlie gangsters. George (.>’Brien, Cecilia Parker-, Maude
’37.
(783).Director, Ewing
Ebunie.
Scott. (F). Mav
28.
.Missus

America (..) — Comedy.
Satirizing the contests in which American
housewives are constantly participating and of a careless housekeeper’s winning national recognition in a noodle contest although her husband does most of
the work. Victor Moore, Helen Broderick, Anne
Shirley. iJirector. Joseph Santley. (F). June
4. ’37. (729).
>i:\\

RELEASE

Shall

We

There

(ioes

'I'uast of
You

.>!> Girl

New

Can’t
TITLE

sk>

DATES:

Dance
York

15uy I.uck
CHANGES:

High,

changed

7. ’37

May

21, ’37

June

11, ’37

April

3U, ’37

ON

changed

to

AIR.

NEW
at

RELE.VSE
the

Races,

They

Gave Him a Gun
Ct)M I N G J{ E LEASES

Firefly,

The — Jeanette

28, '37

June

I, '37

May

II, '37

:

MacDonald,

Allan

Jone.s.

Paramount
Hotel Haywire
(..) — C’omedj'. What
started out
as a gag by a “screwy” astrologist threatens to
cause a domestic breach in a home-loving family. When the source of the trouble is located
those involved run him out of town.
Leo Carrillo, Lynne Overman,
Mary Carlisle. Inrector,
(Jeorge Archainbaud. (F>. June 4, ’37.
Last Train From MadrUl, The (..) — Drama.
Plots
and counter-plots involving various people about
to leave the beleaguered city of Madrid as an
invasion threatens to overtake them.
Dorothy
Lamour, Gilbert Koland, Lew
Ayres. Director,
James Hogan.
(PD. June 25, ’37.
.Mi<lnight .Ma<loinia (..) — Drama.
A husband has
his former wife adjudged an unfit mother of
their child in order to gain control of a fortune
left her. A gambler befriends the wife, secures
a retrial and reunites mother and child. Warren William. Mady
Correll, Robert Baldwin.
Director, James Flood. (F). July 2, ’37.
M (iiintaiii Music (..) — Comedy. An amnesia victim
runs out on a marriage, proposes to another and
causes his brother to be accused of his murder.
Brought back for the trial he has a lapse of
memory
at the critical moment
but fate saves
’37. day. Bob Burns, Martha Pvaye, John Howthe
ard. Director, Charles Riesner. (F). June 18.
North

of the

Klo

Gninde

(..) — Western.

A

mem-

ber of a sheriff’s posse, avenging the death of
his brother, obtains the confidence of corrupt
t itizens to lound up the outlaws responsible for
the crime. William Boyd, George Hayes, Stephen Morris. Director, Nate Watt. (F). June
18. ’37.
M:\V
Internes
lurn

Off

KKl.KASK
(an’t
the

Take

HATES:
IMoney

.Moon

RKO

April

IG, ’37

May

14. ’37

Radio

.All Is ('onfusioii (..) — Comedy.
A “hi' k” reportei’s mi.sadventures begin when he wins a radio
slogan contest, thus attracting to his sleepy village a confidence man
who
proceeds to wake
the town up. Joe E. Brown, Florence Rice, Guy
Kibbee. Director. Edward
Sedgwick. (F). June
18.

*37.

(771).

Border ('afe (..) — -Western. The son of a staid
New
England family settles in the west to re-

38

causes capture of a gang suspected of havingkidnaped him. Ra l-iould, Hedda Hopper, Guinn
\Villiams. Director, Nicholas
Barrows.
(F).

The,

United
Ups

1)1 ought

oil

in love with
to suicide.
.sey, liomney

changed

wife

to

TUTS

BRSI-

Artists

(78) — l)i-ama.
tile

of

The
a

emotional

violinist

who

crisi.s
falls

her husband’s best frieiul diises her
Elisabeth Bergner, Raymond
MasBrent. Director, Paul Cziuner. (A).

May 28, ’37.
l.o\e From
a Stranger (87) — Drama.
After marrying a charming stranger she met casually, a
young woman
leai ns he is going to murder her
but cleverly outwits him.
Ann
Harding. Basil
Itathbone, Binnie Hale. Director, Rowland
V.
Lee. (A). May 14, ’37.
Star Is Born, A (141) — Drama.
A story of Hollywood; the rising of one star and the setting of
another, who
are husband and wife. Fredric
March. Janet Gaynor,
tor, William Wellman.
30. ’37.
woman
Chases

Man

Adolphe Menjou. DirecTechnicolor. (F). April

(70) — Farce

comedy.

A

penni-

less girl architect interests a "screwy” old man
in a model suburb. His millionaire son finally
gives up the necessary money when he sees the
gill, who also saves him from a pair of fortune
hunters. Joel McCrea. Miriam Hopkins, Charles
Winninger.
Director, John G. Blystone. (F).
May
H

70.

manufacture
the game is

May

14, ’37.

Radio

No.

9 (21)
RADIO

MFSICAL

April

COMEDIES

IG, ’37

Mississippi Moods (17) — Mose loses all his money
in a crap game and is afraid to go home. The
other darkies give a rent party and save the
tlay. The Hall
STRFOGLE

Johnson Choir.
TO LIVE

July

23, ’37.

Desert Land
(9) — The constant search for food
indulged in by reptiles and insects living in the
desert wastes.
SFPERBAS

April

5, ’37.

Wife IiiMiraiice (10) — When
his wife and motherin-law persuade him to take out life insurance
Errol believes that they are trying to poison
him.
Leon Errol, Dot Farley.
W ORLD
ON PARADE
Circus

July

9, '37.

W'intcr (Quarters (10) — The spectacle rehearses, the acrobats limber up and the animals
training in winter quarters in .saiasota,
May

14, ’37.

Universal
PLACES

3(i (8)
MEANV,

WITH

EOWELI.

THOM.\S
May

MINY,

MOE

10, ’37

CARTOONS

Steel W'orkers (7) — Noticing a sign offering free
lunch with a job, the three little monkeys take
a construction job and start tossing hot rivets.
MENTONE
April
26, '37.

COMEDIES

Cocktail Party, The (10) — When
the professional
entertainers fail to show up the bartender and
nightclub employes put on a show of their own.

May 24, ’37.
TITLE
CHANGE:

Dreaming-

to

Big I zcague (10) — An intimate story of baseball,
leading off with training camps
and finishing
with scenes of games in Cliicago, Boston and
New Y'ork. May 7, ’37.
MARCH
OF TIME

No.

Dangerous Holiday ( . .) — L>rama. A
child violin
virtuoso whose life and income is controlled by
greedy relatives runs away and unintentionally

Heluctant Bachelor,
.\ESS <>F LOVE.

ten

CORFM

THE

Republic
May

Parnell

BILL

GOING

D.\TES:

.V

from

RKO

Fla.

BEHIND

M-G-M
Da.t

men

receive

to RII>ING

Toiuoriou’?^ Headlines,
HEADLINES.

5, ’37.

May

by

Lucille Page, Lew Parker. May 12, ’37.
shoes W’ith Rhythm
(10) — A shoe shop is having
poor business until the girl partner puts on a
show
which makes
passersby stop and starts
business booming. Frances Williams, the Rhythm
Buys.
OSW

June
ALD

9, ’37.
CARTOONS

Trailer Thrills (7) — The little rabbit gets a trailer
for his car hut the two machines want to go in
opposite diiections and the trip is a bu.st. May

Vitaphone

3. ’37.
BIG

TIME

VAI’DEVII.LE

Nickel Low'ilowii (10) — A
variety subject with
Charles Kemper
and Co.; Paul Robinson and
the Horton Boys, hill-billy musicians; and Le
Paul, magician. May 1. ’37.
PICTORIAL
REVl E
No.
a

9

(10) — Various new inventions, such as runner to prevent automobiles from skidding, and
bullet-proof suit. Also odd accidents about

the
and

house,
the
the latest

manufacture
of men’ssuits.
felt
fashions
in bathing

hats
May

1. ’37.

I7.
LE ’37.
C HANGES:

'I'roopsltip,

changed

to FAREWELL

Warner

AGAIN.

Bros.

Blazing Sixes (..) — Western. A goveinment agent
poses as a holdup man
to win the confidence
of a gang of gold robbers, then wipes them out.
Dick Foran, Helen Valkis, Mira McKinney.
l.>irector,

Noel

Smith.

(F).

June

12, ’37.

Ely-Auay

Baby (..) — Action drama.
A gii'l reporter and a police official engage in a roundthe-world flight to apprehend a murderer. Glenda
Farrell, Barton MacLane, Gordon Oliver. Director-, Frank MacDonald.
(F). June 19. 537.
MAY

RELEASE

DATES:

Slim

June
TITLE

Life

of

12. ’.37

CHANGES:

Zola,

changed

to LIFE

OF

EMILE

ZOLA.

BOXOFTICE

:: May

8, 1937.

NEWS

OF

VIEWS

AND

Setting

a Fast
By IVAN

T

EO'S cubs have gone home following the most suc-

""

cessful and

enthusiastic

sales convention

PRODUCTION

THE

in Metro-

Pace

SPEAR

average
major

price for motion

theatre was

evening

show

question

but

that there

conclave.

higher

motion

picture

a new

high in production

of 48 to 52 features
the information that

costs and

excellence

attained in filming the 1937-38 schedule
when

this company,

which

been

the pace-setter

of pictures. And

pictures.

major

producers,

now

in the

process of formulating their '37-'38 lineup and whose
sales gatherings are scheduled to be held during the
next

two

months,

are

unquestionably

grams comparably as ambitious
just announced

by Metro.

distribution demands
All of which

with the making
continued
marked

enjoyment

Of equal

and

The keen

Hollywood

of the general
just drawing

importance

as that

competition

of film

with the leader.
those

WESTERN

banner

Other

Six

the rise of wages.

Is One

of the

BOXOPFICE

Editions

TRAL, MIDWEST,

Are:

NEW

the United

situation as it means

sufficient revenue

are some

who

will disagree

prosperity

that has

issued

Is

Previous

by A1

to 1930, the

Seven

Sectional

Edi-

Published

Weekly.

The

ENGLAND,

SOUTHERN,

MIDEAST,

EASTERN.

that the rapidly advancing

necessary

items

that

to make

in-

with the veteran

costs of the entirely

of living expenses — without

surate advance in average
admission

incomes — would

raises detrimental

to continued

commen-

make

such

increased

thea-

tre attendance.
However,

CEN-

Mr. Lichtman,

who

is probably

to the pulse of exhibition problems
world, should

patrons

with

to a close.

is the statement

contend

year

has not kept pact with the rise of other

EDITION

tions in Which

prices throughout

is no
toward

showman's views on the advisability of further general
increases in the price of theatre admissions, who will

hoped

"Oood motion pictures are being sold too cheaply
by the theatres of America. The cost of motion picture

prices and

will have

There

definite trend

creasingly greater pictures."
There

connected

Lichtman, vice-president of Loew's, Inc., in his opening
address to the assembled delegates. Said Mr. Lichtman:

entertainment

at 40 cents.

is a

at a

the price for an

pro-

enlarged

and

of pictures another

the season

considering

that they keep pace

assures

producers

Today

for the past several years has

for the entire industry, talks about

Other

is averaged

This is a healthy

will be

a new high it can mean only one thing — heights never
before achieved by anyone in the business of producing
motion

States.

picture entertainment

75 cents.

Goldwyn-Mayer's history. Of greatest significance to the
industry as a v/hole are two major developments of the

Metro's product announcement,
and 201 short subjects, also conveys

CENTER

know

whereof

as any

as close

man

he speaks, and

in the

it is to be

that he is right in this instance; that the theatre
of the world

can

and

withal necessary to finance
costs and excellence.
If, on the other hand,
Lichtman
jeopardize

prove

"new

highs"

those who

to be right, it would

the newly

tion, distribution and
experience

will furnish the where-

returned

by raising production

mission prices to a point which

disagree

with Mr.

be deplorable

prosperity

exhibition

in production

which

circles can
costs and

to

produc-

continue

to

theatre ad-

cannot be easily absorbed

by the public.

IVAN
SPEAR,
Western Manager. Suite 219, 6404 Hollywood
Blvd.,
Hollywood, Calif., Phone GLadstone
1186. WALTER
BARUSCH,
201
Golden Gate Bldg., 25 Taylor St., San Francisco, Calif. JOE COOPER,
2417 Second Ave., Seattle, Wash.
JOHN
A. ROSE, 1620 Clarkson St..
Denver, Colo. VIOLA
BROWNING
HUTTON,
605 Utah Savings &
Trust Bldg., Salt Lake City, Utah.

SEES CHANCE OF TRUCE IN STRIKE
Formula for Settlement of
Studio Walkout Is Believed at Hand
(More details on puffe (>, this issue)

strike developments along the motion
picture front during the first three days of
the week crystallized the general opinion
during the first days of the walkout indicating that present labor difficulties would
be short-lived. This belief was given further impetus with the release of a statement by Pat Casey, representing the producers in negotiations with striking crafts,
declaring that a peace plans had been
drawn up and would be presented producers by the Los Angeles Central Labor Council.
A CLC committee including J. W. Buzzell, C. T. Lehman, Elmer Letz and Nate
Spaer presented its plan to Casey early this
week. He is withholding its details until
producers have had an opportunity to
study it.
"If all parties

find the terms

of the proposed

agreement satisfactory," Casey declared, “I
feel justified in asserting that the strike will
be

called

off."

The CLC action followed a meeting of
the council with Charles Lessing, head of
the Federated Motion Picture Crafts, at
which Lessing’s demands that picketed
studios be placed on the unfair list were
rejected because, CLC members declared,
American Federation of Labor sanction
could not be obtained.
Two

More

Withdrawn

Two

more affiliates of the FMPC withdrew from the group this week to petition
producers for an opportunity to bargain
independently, cutting the total membership in the labor organization to eight —
painters, scenic artists, makeup artists and
hairdressers, stationary engineers, plumbers, utility workers, boilermakers and culinary workers — all of whom are on strike.
FMPC members were cheered by the announcement that the CIO had indicated its
willingness to join the strikers’ picket lines,
to lend physical as well as moral support
to the walkout, but extent to which the
CIO can aid is problematical at this stage.
Indicating that there is little likelihood
that the Screen Actors Guild will throw its
support to the strikers, despite the Guild’s
affiliation with the FMPC, a Guild committee conferred this week with Casey in
independent negotiations for closed shop,
wage demands and improved working conditions. Another mass meeting of the
Guild was to be held late this week at
which a definite stand was expected to be
taken on support of the walkout.
Violence

Enters

Picture

Violence flared on two occasions this
week to enliven an otherwise peaceable
strike situation. First flareup occurred
when the House of Westmore, makeup artists, was invaded Monday night and rugs,
drapes, chairs and other furnishings damaged to the extent of an estimated $10,000.
The watchman, slugged by the intruders,
could not identify the vandals, and FMPC
headquarters, investigating the disturbance,

40

No lATSE Support for
Studio Strike
New York — Crafts affiliated with
the lATSE will give Charles Lessing,
Hollywood strike leader, no support
said James Brennan, lATSE vicepresident here. Commenting on Lessing’s wires to various crafts asking
for boycott of theatres throughout
the country, Brennan declared to
Boxoffice,

“

. . . lATSE

will have

nothing to do with it . . .’’ He went
on further to say that none of the
AFL unions included in the five year
basic studio agreement will join the
strike.
Former Congressman ’Vito Marcantonio, counsel for the Independent
Film Technicians union, has wired
Lessing offering “to tie up production at eight eastern film laboratories, where we have majority representation.” This new union is seeking CIO affiliation. Meanwhile, William Green, AFL president, said here
he was uncertain whether he would
support

the

boycott

move

against

theatres in sympathy with the Hollywood strike. Green refused to comment on the offer of the CIO to
intervene in the strike, terming the
situation

“unfortunate.”

declared itself to be satisfied that the invaders were not members of that organization. The violence is believed to have
been caused because the Westmores have
been crossing picket lines to continue their
contract work despite withdrawal of permission to do so by the FMPC.
Offices of the lATSE were also made the
victim of a riot Tuesday when a mob of
thirty burst in the glass doors and assaulted lATSE men in the room. Police arrived too late to capture or identify the
intruders. Five were injured. Another
flareup occurred when Clarence H. Kline,
Universal grip and member of a craft not
on strike, was set upon and beaten across
the studio. He was treated for a broken
nose and bruises at the Universal studio
hospital.
Three

Studios

Bear

Brunt

Aside from these disturbances picketing
was calm, with Paramount, United Artists
and Metro bearing the brunt of strikers’
picketing activities. Columbia, RKO Radio,
Hal Roach, Warners and 20th Century-Fox,
all picketed, reported no trouble.

New

Para. Ad Agency

Paramount’s advertising contract has
been transferred from Lord and Thomas to
the Hanff-Metzger, Inc., agency. Decision
was reached following conferences last
week among Adolph Zukor, Robert Gillham
and A. O. Dillenbeck, vice-president of
Hanff-Metzger. Dillenbeck left last week
for New York after the confabs to begin
preparations for Paramount’s
campaign.

forthcoming

New Firm Formed;
to Produce Twelve
The ranks of Hollywood film production
swelled last week with the incorporation
of Phoenix Productions, Inc., which will
make a dozen pictures for release during
the 1937-38 season.
The company is headed by Lawrence C.
Lee, and lists as directors Robert F. Hill,
who has been directing for Victory Pictures: Charles E. Coe, Montana; George
W. Campbell, Los Angeles; Jack M. Gardner, Los Angeles; L. G. Wilky, Los Angeles;
P. T. Coe, Arizona: Roy Sullivan, Glendale;
and R. W. Katerndahl, Pasadena.
Pending final decision as to release
channels for Phoenix product, Lee, who is
in charge of production, will not give the
go signal to the first film, “Bold Heritage,”
for several weeks. Space has been taken
at Hollywood Studios for the full production quota.
“Bold Heritage,” an historical drama
from a screenplay by Thiele Lawrence, will
be followed by “The Gold Rider,” a western,
and by ten others for which story properties and titles have not been acquired.
Hill will direct the series with George
W. Campbell acting as associate producer.
Incorporation papers provide for the issuance of 10,000 shares of stock with a
total par value of $100,000.
No cast or other technical personnel
have been signed as yet.

COMEDIANS, LEADS
BASEBALL GAME

SET

Movie comedians and leading men will
renew their baseball feud, a yearly event,
July 17 at Wrigley Field, according to
present plans, with the proceeds from the
battle to be turned over to the Mount Sinai
Hospital as per custom.
Already on file as applicants for positions in the lineup are Jack Benny, Fred
MacMurray, Clark Gable, Leo Carrillo,
Benny Baker, Larry Crabbe, Charles Starrett, George Raft, Mack Grey, Eddie Cantor, Walter Abel, Jackie Coogan, James
Cagney, Sam Briskin and Darryl Zanuck.

GN Building Quarters
The Harry Sherman, George Hirliman
and M. H. Hoffman producing units — the
latter two Grand National producers — will
occupy two new bungalows being construct on the GN lot. When the structures
are completed, in about two weeks, GN’s
publicity department will move into the
present Sherman quarters.
CONN

SIGNS

MARSHALL

NEILAN

Maurice Conn has signed Marshall Neilan for a directorial chore.
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Film Engineers Meeting
in HoUpood Mag 24
Two Plagiarism Suits
Threaten Universal
Adolph

Zukor, left, Paramount executive, stands at attention as J. J.
Viala, French consul in Los Angeles,
decorates him with the rosette of the
French Legion of Honor for his contribution to the advance of films as
a world art medium.

STILL COLLECTION
AWAITS PUBLICATION
Movie history as it was actually made
forms the basis of an autobiography of
photos of 30 years making motion pictures,
to be published shortly by Edward August,
screen actor and director, who will incorporate quantities of his collection of 18,000
still pictures in compiling the volume.
“In my book,” August declared, “will be
still pictures of some of today’s great as
they were in their early days. One rarity
I possess is a still of the late Lon Chaney
from the first motion picture he ever made.
That was in 1911, when I took him out of
a Main Street show in Los Angeles in which
Robert Z. Leonard, now a famous director,
was playing the comedy.”
August’s screen career includes 377 starring roles and more than 200 directorial
jobs. He is currently playing in “Stella
Dallas,” with John Boles and Barbara
Stanwyck.
Many of the pictures are blow-ups of
negative frames, showing early appearances
of those who have since risen to the top
in acting, directing and producing. Doubleday, Doran will publish next fall.

ROSITA DIAZ SIGNED
FOR SPANISH FILMS
The Latin-American film market will be
invaded by Cantabria Films, newly-organized picture producing company, which
has announced a shooting schedule of
twelve films with Spanish dialogue starring Rosita Diaz, Spanish film player.
Jaime del Amo heads the new company
and Josef Brene will direct the series, in
which Antonio Moreno will have a featured role.
Miss Diaz, once reported executed during
the Spanish civil war, arrives here May 20,
with work on the first film, “El Camino
de Hollywood,” expected to get underway
June 1. The actress was placed under a
long-term contract by del Amo.
Cantabria is renting production space
at the Conn studios.
BOXOFFICE
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Universal this week was facing two
plagiarism suits filed in superior
court here by Edward du Domaine, a
free-lance writer, in connection with
the production of "Three Smart
Girls” by that company recently.
Du Domaine, through his attorneys,
G. Bentley Ryan and Gregson Bautzer, charges that an original story by
him, titled “Bringing Up Father,”
teas pirated by Universal in the De%nna Durbin starrer after he had submitted it and had it rejected. The
story, his attorneys declare, was
written and registered with the
Screen Writers Guild before August
1, 1935.

Coast leaders of the Society of Motion
Picture Engineers have set May 24 to 28
as the date of that organization’s annual
spring convention, scheduled to take place
this year at the Hollywood Roosevelt Hotel, and are completing preparations for
one of the most elaborate gatherings yet
staged by the engineers.
A wide range of technical subjects, covering every topic of interest to SMPE members, will be discussed during the sessions,
with one of the highlights to be an evening’s program at Universal, where the
complete mechanics of preparing a pictui’e from story selection through final
cutting and musical scoring will be demonstrated. Homer Tasker, past president
of the SMPE and present head of Universal’s sound department, is handling arrangements.
Completing

Final

Details

Final details of the convention are being lined up by Peter Mole, Hollywood
chairman of arrangements; Gerald F.

Ask Gagnor Flans
in Lombard Casting
The announcement this week that Carole
Lombard will be teamed with Fredric
March in “Nothing Sacred” for Selznick
International occasioned considerable surprise in Hollywood dopester circles which
had been expecting that Janet Gaynor,
who was co-featured with March in “A Star
Is Born,” would draw a repeat assignment.
Studio spokesmen explained the casting

Rackett, executive vice-president of the
SMPE, and Kenneth F. Morgan, Pacific
Coast manager.
President S. K. Wolf will open the sessions, with committee heads presenting reports on a variety of topics. Brief addresses by prominent members of the industry; a welcome to Universal studios,
where the motion picture demonstration is
to take place; a special evening session at
the Metro studios; an acoustics and sound
session; visit to 20th Century-Fox; the
semi-annual banquet in the Hollywood
Roosevelt Blossom Room; an apparatus
symposium; a sound equipment symposium; and a television session will round

of Lombard by declaring that “continued
teaming of stars isn’t successful as a rule.”
Inner circles believe, however, that after

up the convention’s activities.

Miss Gaynor’s success in “A Star Is Born”
she had other offers which made her unavailable to Selznick International. Her
immediate future plans are, for the time
being, not being disclosed.

AUTHOR'S

“Nothing Sacred,” a story by Ben Hecht,
will be directed by William Wellman. Hecht
and Wellman went east this week with
David O. Selznick and other members of

Terangi in “The Hurricane,” Samuel Goldwyn and Director John Ford have selected
Jon Hall, born in Tahiti of American parents, for the part. Hall, who has been
doing bit parts under the name of Lloyd
Crane, joins a cast including Dorothy Lamour, Raymond Massey, Jerome Cowan,
Barbara O’Neil, John Carradine and Spencer Charters.
Hall is a cousin of James Norman Hall,
who collaborated with Charles Nordhoff

the company for UA home-office conferences, and script will be completed on the
return trip. Shooting starts approximately
May 26.
Work

will also be started on “The Adventures of Tom Sawyer” at about the
same time, with the screenplay now being
completed by John V. A. Weaver. H. C.
Potter will direct.

METRO SIGNS RICHARD MAIBAUM
Metro has signed Richard Maibaum to
a long term writing contract. He joins the
Harry Rapf unit to prepare an original.

COUSIN

IS

CAST IN "HURRICANE"

Out of 165 screen tests for the role of

on the original story, “The

Hurricane.”

Conn Buys Out Poe
has bought up Coy Poe’s
Mauricein Conn
interest
Melody Pictures Corp. for a
price said to be $12,500. Poe, who has been
heading the music department at the Conn
studios and was formerly an associate producer, remains for a few weeks.
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MacMurraij Radio Exit Is
Deemed a Permanent One
Hollywood is accepting with tongue in
cheek the announcement that Fred MacMurray, who bowed out of his master of
ceremonies chore on the Hollywood Hotel
radio program last week, has departed the
airer on a leave of absence, and those who
claim to be in the know are offering heavy
odds that his return, scheduled for next
September 17, will fail to materialize. It
is understood that MacMurray himself,
and Paramount, to whom he is under contract, were not satisfied with the niche
the film player carved for himself in the
emcee spot during the last few months.
MacMurray’s shoes were to be filled on
this week’s broadcast by Jerry Cooper,
vocalist and stage star, who was signed in
the east for the task.

Columbia Broadcasting System presentation; and Fibber McGee and Molly, NBC
feature. The Gillette Community Sing,
starring Milton Berle, moves east, however,
in two weeks, with its future headquarters
dependent
pictures.

Edward
screen

E. Horton
figure

to

capitulate

to

time.

He will head a new show to be produced here next fall over the National
Broadcasting System for Fleischman Yeast.
The program, a variety musical, will be a
half-hour show on Sundays. The drift of
screen players to radio work was given
further impetus by the announcement that

Hedda Hopper will head a “Movie Magazine of the Air” broadcast, the chief feature of which will be a talent hunt conducted through a process of elimination of
competitors, the final ten to be brought
to Hollywood for screen tests. Aspirants
for film careers are to send in photographs
and will be selected by studio casting directors set to aid Miss Hopper on the program. Broadcast gets underway this week
and is a weekly feature over the National
Broadcasting Company network.
for Station

Near

future

in motion

for the NBC Jack Votion, Dema Harshbarger and Charlie Smith, all connected
with the talent organization, trained in this
week after home office conferences.
Building

Small

Studio

Signs

steady radio work is Edward Everett Horton. who has been a leading light on various ether programs as guest star for some

Apply

Berle’s

The National Broadcasting Company is
continuing its talent bureau drive on the
coast, as is CBS. For the latter net Paul
Lewis, head of the bureau, was due in this
week for conferences with Larry White,
who is in charge of the bureau here, while

NBC
Latest

upon

NBC is constructing a fifth broadcasting
studio in the office section at the rear of
the Hollywood lot to be used for commentators and small dramatic productions. No
provisions for audience have been made,
but the studio will serve to lighten the load
imposed on the facilities of the KNX outlet
in the face of increased
ing from Hollywood.

programs

Radio Script Suit Is
Settled
With the obtaining of a settlement
out of court in the civil suit of Carroll and Garret Graham against
Groucho and Chico Marx for alleged
plagiarism of a radio script, the federal grand fury indictment against
the Marxes will also be squashed,
Lloyd Wright,
Marxes’ attorney, declared this week.
The civil suit demanded $26,000 in
damages for the asserted use without
the permission of the Grahams of a
script titled “The Hollywood Adventures of Mr. Dibble and Mr. Dabble’’
by the Marxes last September. Defendants contended permission had
been granted. Amount of the settlement was not disclosed.

MARY

LIVINGSTONE
GETS COMEDY

LEAD

Mary Livingstone — Mrs. Jack Benny —
has been signed by Paramount for a feawhich

tured comedy lead in “This Way, Please,”
goes into production this week under

Robert Florey’ direction. It is the radio
star’s first motion picture.
Charles Rogers and Shirley Ross have
romantic
ducing.

leads.

Melville

Shauer

is pro-

METRO

PACTS

emanat-

Jack Lescoulie, formerly an announcer
for Station KFVD, has moved over to
KIEV, in Glendale, in a similar capacity.

CHANDLER,
Roy
been
term

RUSKIN

Chandler

and

DRAW
Harry

added to Metro’s
contracts.

Ruskin

writing

have

staff, on

Pasadena

J. F. Burke, owner of Stations KFVD
and KRKD, was kept busy this week, first
cancelling the lease whereby the former
station was to be moved from its present
quarters in the Auburn-Cord building on
Wilshire Blvd., then obtaining a date with
the Federal Communications Commission
for a hearing on his application for licensing of KRKD.
KFVD, set to move to Hill
and Washington streets in Los Angeles,
remains in its Wilshire location for the
time being, reason being given for the
vetoing of the new headquarters that the
operation of machinery in the height-limit
building would interfere with broadcasting.
Burke has also applied to the FCC for a
permit to establish a new radio station in
the Pasadena area.
Three

Programs

Head

West

Programs drifting into Hollywod from
the east in the near future to add to the
already thriving radio community here are:
Showboat, for NBC, coming here July 8,
with Charles Winninger as the skipper;
the Nash show, starring Grace Moore, a
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A battery of Metro’s studio executives lined up to welcome the company’s
eastern sales heads as they arrive in southern California. Left to right —
William Koenig, studio manager; Harry Rapf, producer; Sam Katz, producer; Jerry Mayer, assistant general manager; Louis B. Mayer, vice-president; Al Lichtman, vice-president of Loew’s, Inc.; and W. F. Rodgers, general
sales manager.
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THEY

HEAD

METRO

Metro Meet Ends;
Seven Get Ready

CONVENTION

With Metro’s annual sales convention
occupying the center of the Hollywood
stage this week, other companies are continuing their preparations to welcome delegates to their respective sales confabs, as
seven other conferences are scheduled to
be held here between now and July. Grand
National, set to get underway with its sales
meeting in Hollywood beginning May 16,
is the next to go, followed by Universal on
May 17 and 20th Century-Fox May 31.
W.

AL lAOHTIVIAN
Assistant to the
President

F. UODGERS
General Sales
Manajfer

LOUS
H. MAYER
Vioe-Pres. in eharge
of Production

FREI>

ttllMRY

Short
Gen. Subje<*ts
Mkt.

The latter company’s convention will be
a five-day affair, according to plans disclosed this week by Joseph M. Schenck,
chairman of the 20th Century-Fox board
of directors, who came in from Florida this
week

to make detailed plans for the meeting. Between 400 and 500 representatives
of the company are expected to attend.
Paramount

Convenes

June

10

With plans for Paramount’s sales meeting here okayed by Bob Gillham, publicity
and advertising chief, during conferences
here with Adolph Zukor and William LeBaron, Gillham has returned to New York
to handle details from the home office.
The convention begins June 10.

HOWARD

DIETZ

Dir. of Advertisinff
and Publicity

SI

Maiiag-er of
Advertising

FRANK GAY AND CREW
ON LOCATION FOR GN
Frank Gay left this week for Flagstaff,
Ariz., with a production crew and Rex,
Sheik and Thunder, equine actors, for two
weeks shooting on the Foxborough ranch
on “King of the Sierras,” a Condor production.
Director Arthur Rosson, Sam Diege,
supervisor, and Tom Galligan, cameraman,
accompanied Gay, who is an associate producer for Grand National. The company
will return May 18 for ten days’ local
shooting with the human cast, including
Frank Campeau, Wally Albright, Morgan
Brown and Edward Peil.

James Stewart 111
James Stewart, in a Hollywood hospital
with a neck ailment, has been forced out
of the cast of “Vivacious Lady” at RKO
Radio, where he was to play opposite Ginger Rogers. Production, which halted temporarily last week due to Stewart’s illness, will be resumed this week, although
no one has signed to replace Stewart, who
took the part on a loan-out arrangement
from Metro.

Third Equity Candidate
New York — A third party, headed by
E. J. Blunkall, actor, has entered the lists
of the coming election of officers of Actors’
Equity Ass’n opposing the regular ticket
led by Frank Gillmore, now president, and
an independent group which is seeking to
persuade Walter Hampden to run.
BOXOFFICE
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T. J. CONNORS
Eastern Sales
Manager

SEADLER

E. M. SAUNDERS
Western Sales
Manager

UA Board Meets
Shifted to Coast
Production pressure on the United Artists lot here has caused a switch in plans
for the company’s board and member
meeting. Originally scheduled to be held
in New York, the confab will be moved out
to the coast.
May

Meet

May

18

Change was brought about chiefly because Samuel Goldwyn, with three films
shooting, did not want to take time out
for the eastern trip, and Charles Chaplin,
working on a story for early production,
also held out for a Hollywood meeting.
Members will convene around May 18, or
as soon thereafter as Alexander Korda,
who left England this week for the United
States, arrives in the film city. Other
members attending will be Mary Pickford,
due in this week from a European trip;
Chaplin, Goldwyn, Douglas Fairbanks, Dr.
A. H. Giannini, president of the corporation, George Schaefer, David O. Selznick
and Captain Dennis O’Brien.
Matters to be discussed at the meeting
have not been disclosed.
Selznick, William A. Wellman, Ben
Hecht, Barbara Keon, production secretary,
L. F. Alstock, assistant treasurer, and
Russell J. Birdwell, publicity and advertising director, left for New York this week
with

Jock Whitney for business conferences, but will return in time for the UA
meeting.

Gaumont British, RKO Radio and Republic have also scheduled their meetings
to take place in Hollywood.

SOUTH SEA NATIVES
WANT MORE MONEY
Even

South

Sea

natives

are feeling the

effects of Hollywood’s current labor war.
Movie producers in the tropical islands
have discovered that native bit players
have upped their wage demands from a few
inexpensive trinkets to five dollars in cold
cash every day — plus meals.
That is what Mrs. Wallace Reid, Monogram producer, discovered when she landed in Samoa to film exteriors for “Paradise Isle.” What is more, there will be no
more native film appearances without the
proper attire. Nudes are out.

BLYSTONE

TO

DIRECT

MARTINI

Nino Martini’s RKO Radio picture, “Music for Madame,” will be directed by John
Blystone. Jesse L. Lasky will produce.

Robert North Goes From
RKO to Para. Lot
Robert

North

batting average
the Paramount

chalked

up a perfect

when he checked
lot this week.

off

He

terminated a six-months’ contract agreement as an associate producer without a productioii assignment and minus any sereen eredits
during that time.
North moved over from RKO
Radio to the Paramount post.
future plans are unannounced.

His

8, 1937.
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UA Rents Studio
From Independent
Another reflection of the fact that studio
space is becoming more and more difficult
to obtain in the face of current heavy
shooting schedules came to light this week
with the announcement that United Artists, in a reversal of form, had concluded
negotiations for the rental of the International Studios for a two-month term.
The lot will be used by Samuel Goldwyn
for the construction of miniatures, processes and trick shots for “The Hurricane,”
for which there is no available space on
the UA lot. The deal differs from the
usual
which

rental practice in which independents acquire space from major lots in
to do their shooting.

PICK FIRST OF NEW
HOPALONG SERIES
First in the new series of Hopalong Cassidy westerns produced by Harry Sherman
will be “Cassidy of the Bar 20,” with William Boyd taking the title role. George
Hayes and Russell Hayden have been cast
in support, and shooting will start late in
May from the screenplay by Norman
Houston.

Lew Landers Wins

"Road Back" May Be
Shown Gyssling
Indications

that

Universal

Beryerman Suit

is at-

taching some importance to the diplomatic potency of Dr. George Gyssling, German consul in Los Ayigeles
who
nest

Latest chapter in the series of agentclient lawsuits which have sprung into
prominence in the film colony in recent
months was written into the books this
week as a victory for Lew Landers, RKO
Radio director, who successfully defended
a suit brought against him by Stanley
Bergerman, Hollywood agent.

recently stirred up a hornet’s
when he slapped a censorship

threat against the exhibition of “The
Road Back” in Germany, was seen
this week in the announcement from
the studio that Dr. Gyssling will be
invited to a special showing of the
film after it has been edited.

Bergerman’s suit in superior court here
asked $60,000 from Landers for commissions which assertedly would have been

Studio spokesmen inferred, however, that the invitation was merely

due him had Landers not severed his sevenyear pact with the agency.
Testimony offered by Landers and his
attorney. Milton Golden, that promises
which Bergerman is alleged to have made

a gesture of courtesy and that possible criticisms by him will not entail any changes.
Meanwhile the Hollywood Anti-Nazi
League, which referred to Washingtf^n Dr. Gyssling’s actions, has been
marking time for more than a week.
Secretary of State Hull, with whom

as to the successful placement of the director on a contract basis with Universal,
had not been fulfilled, caused Judge H.
Parker Wood to decide that Landers was
entitled to rescind his contract.

the League’s protest was lodged, has
contacted the organization to the ex-

MUSICAL WESTERNS
ON MONOGRAM SLATE

tent of informing it that “the matter
is being looked into,” according to
Ruth Leo, League secretary.

The

RKO Will Present

Norman Houston, Jack O’Donnell, Gerald Geraghty, Jack Jungmeyer, Arnold Belgrade and Harrison Jacobs, contract writters, are working on stories for the series.

Play on Broadway

trend toward imbuing the old reliable horse-operas with music has been
picked up by Monogram, which has signed
Addison Randall to star in a series of musical westerns to be made for release during 1937-38. Randall, a baritone, will begin work in about six weeks, with Robert
Bradbury getting the associate producer
spot.

AL BEIN TESTIFIES
IN SUIT AGAINST

WB

New York — Albert Bein, playwright,
testified as his own witness in his plagiarism suit against Warner Bros., alleging
that Edward Chodorov’s “The Mayor of
Hell,” released in 1933, was based on his
play “Little Ol’ Boy” and a book, “Youth
in Hell.” Bein informed Federal Judge
Henry W. Goddard that he had told Chodorov the story of his life and had given him
“Youth in Hell” and “Little Ol’ Boy” to
make a draft for a motion picture but the
writer failed to submit
approval.

the draft for Bein’s

"Venturing into stage production for the
first time, RKO Radio will launch “Amstel,” a three-act play, on Broadway next
fall and will begin production of a screen
version when the New York run of the
piece ends.
“Amstel” is by Jacques Deval, author of
“Tovarich,” from whom RKO Radio purchased the screen and stage rights.
Pandro S. Berman will produce. No
cast names for either production have
been set.

GN HITS FILM PEAK
WITH SIX IN WORK
The

Grand National Studios hit a production peak this week when six films

were in the process of production — two
starting, two shooting and two finishing.

DELAY ON "SPAWN
OF THE NORTH" ENDS
Gail Patrick, Randolph Scott and Charles Bickford draw the leads in Paramount’s
"Spawn of the North.” The script, already completed, is being polished by Robert Yost and Stuart Anthony. The film
was to have been made last year but unavoidable delays put it off schedule.
No director has been set.

The go signal was given Sol Lesser’s
"The Californian,” and “Love Takes
Flight,” Condor production with Conrad
Nagel directing. 'Well into work are
"Rustler’s Valley,” a Hopalong Cassidy
western being produced by Harry Sherman, and “Sweetheart of the Navy,” which
B. F. Zeidman is producing for Grand National.
Work
“The

was

to be washed

Shadow,”

a Max

up this week

Alexander

on

produc-

tion for GN; and Edward Finney’s musical western, “Riders of the Rockies,” starring Tex Ritter.
LOUIS

HYMAN

RESUMES

AT

PRINCIPAL

Louis Hyman has returned to his Principal Pictures desk, taking charge of distribution of product. He has been away
for several weeks.
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WERKER TO MEG “WILD AND WOOLY"
“Wild and Wooly,” starring Jane Withers
at 20th Century-Fox, will be directed by
Alfred Werker. Production starts May 10.

The deal at present is for eight productions during the season.

Randall, signed by Scott R. Dunlap, vicepresident in charge of production, accompanied the latter back to Chicago for the
Monogram sales convention.

MIRIAM HOPKINS TO
RKO FOR TWO FILMS
Miriam

Hopkins

will be called

to RKO

Radio for two pictures on a loan-out deal
just completed with Samuel Goldwyn, to
whom she is under contract.
First

production

will be “The
Wolfson

Happy

under

the

Fellow,”

agreement
which

P. J.

is scripting from Alan Scott’s original. No starting date has been set.

IRENE DUNNE SIGNED
FOR ANOTHER AT RKO
Irene Dunne has been signed for a second picture at RKO Radio to follow her
appearance this summer
ing.” Title of the new
been announced.

in “Joy of Lovfeature has not

“Joy of Loving” will be produced by Felix
Young, with Jerome Kern, Dorothy Fields
and Herbert Fields collaborating on the
screenplay and music.

Rantz Assigned
George Hirliman has assigned Louis
Rantz to act as associate producer in
charge of production of Condor’s 26 short
subjects for release through RKO.
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Eleanore Whitney left late last week to
begin a personal appearance tour. She
will visit Chicago, St. Louis, Kansas City
and

other spots, and will return
wood about May 15.

to Holly-

was host at a party aboard his yacht at
Wilmington last week. The broadcasting
staff, cast, sound engineers, prop men and
crew were among the guests.

Annabella,

★

★

William Frawley is laying plans to return to his home town, Burlington, Iowa,
to dedicate a new theatre there. A Burlington committee extended him the invitation.
*

Mary Garden is on her way to Europe
for a three-month trip. She will make
tests of five American proteges while in
Paris.
*

When a delegation of Metro executives
came in for the sales convention this week
W. S. Van Dyke, Metro director, joined
the party, hopping the train at New York.
★

Fred Kohlmar, member of Samuel Goldwyn’s executive staff, is on his way to New
York on a talent hunt. He’ll be gone for a
month.
★
Martin Mooney is spending two weeks
at Big Bear working over a new book.
Joseph

the east to

picture assignment.
panied him.
*
Scott

R. Dunlap

His

is on

wife

accom-

his way

to Chi-

cago to attend Monogram’s sales convention, opening there next week.
*
Douglas Fairbanks has planed to New
York on business. He will return about
May 15.
*

"Kidnaped,” the Robert Louis Stevenson
novel, has been purchased for produetion

Bernarr Macfadden, New York publisher,
was a recent luncheon guest of May Robson at M-G-M.
★

by 20th Century-Fox.

Lionel Barrymore recently celebrated
three anniversaries — his 59th birthday,
5Ath year as an actor, and his 21th year

Universal has purchased “Let’s Be Candid,’’ an original story based on the candid
camera fad, by Laurence Pohle and Thomas
Ahearn.
*

pre-

*

Following the completion of his semiannual trip to New York, A. B. Lamb, commercial manager of Erpi, has returned to
his offices here. H. G. Knox, executive
vice-president
this week
stay.

of the

from

firm, was

New

York,

Joe Cunningham
influenza attack.

ill at

home

this

is recovering

from

an

★
A fishing trip into Mexico
ned by Madge Evans.

is being plan-

After delaying her Honolulu
twice, Dolly Tree, Metro costumer,
the sailing date as May 7.

STORY
“Pools
Xewson,

Scott Dunlap is in Chicago for the Monogram sales convention there May 1 and 8.

voyage
has set

as

a

BUYS

of the Legion,” an original novel by J. D.
has been acquired by George Hiiiinian

starring

vehicle

for

George

O’Brien.

“Flash.” an original by George Clarke and
Troster, has been purchased by Columbia.

★

Gloria Stuart is on her way to Honolulu for a vacation of several weeks. She is
her mother, Mrs. FredMrs. Robert Chanoch of

Celebrating the completion of his first
series of radio transcriptions. Buck Jones
8, 1937.

her

PARAMOUNT

picture has not been

RENEWS

MARTHA
•k

RATE'S PACT

Paramount has renewed Martha Raye’s
contract for a new long term. The comedienne, who has been with the company
for less than a year, is now working in her
sixth picture, “Mountain Music,” in which
she is co-starred with Bob Burns.
Upon completion of the film she will go
on a 12-week personal appearance tour of
the Middle West and East.
•k

FANCHON’S PRODUCER
CONTRACT RENEWED
the

company.

Her

next

production

signment will be “On With
tentatively starring George
screenplay

by Joseph

Moncure

Her first effort, “Turn
was previewed last week.

Off

as-

the Dance”
Raft, with
March.
the Moon,”

Carrillo Cast
Leo

Carrillo draws

one

of the top char-

acter roles in “The Barrier,” which Harry
Sherman puts into work June 15 for release through Paramount. James Ellison
also gets into the picturization of the Rex
Beach novel, and Robert Barrat, Beulah
Bondi, and Charles Bickford have been
cast. Edward Ludwig will direct.

Warner has purchased “A Prayer for My Sons,”
noved by Hugh
Walpole, for screen picturization
with Kay Francis and Billy and Bobby Mauch
in
leading roles.

“Mr. Nlckelby Sits Down,”
Prowitt, has been purchased

Geza Herczeg checked off the Warner
lot last week to sign a personal contract
with Winfield H. Sheehan. The writer
had completed story and screenplay on
“The Life of Emile Zola” and
Lie” on the Burbank lot.

“The

Great

Guy

The New
York stage play, “Yes, My
Darling
Daughter,” has been purchased by Warner. Olivia
de Havilland is tentatively set for a leading role.

*

made

Sheehan Signs Herczeg

from

★

:: May

was

*

Guy Kibbee was due in this week
a fishing trip to Oregon.

BOXOFFICE

Boyd

postponing production on the current Hopalong Cassidy western in which
he is starred.

to arrive

A studio call has forced Henry Wilcoxon
to sail for Hollywood without viewing the
coronation. He is on his way here aboard
the Queen Mary with his wife.
★

accompanied by
erick Finch, and
Chicago.

William
week,

for a month’s

★

actress who

Fanchon, Paramount’s woman producer,
has been given a contract renewal with

in pictures — on the set of "Saratoga,” his
current Metro film. An impromptu party
arranged, and Louis B. Mayer
sented him with an engraved watch.

Century-Fox.
Her first Hollywood
set as yet.

Henry Wilcoxon was due in this week
after a hurried trip from London to go into

Ohio, New York, New Jersey and Pennsylvania follow. He will return to the coast
in August for film work.

was

French

first screen appearance in “Wings of the
Morning,” released in the United States
by 20th Century-Fox, has been signed to
an exclusive five-year contract by that
company. She will make two pictures a
year in Hollywood and one in England for
New World, Ltd., for release through 20th

★

a

Robert Gillham, director of advertising
and publicity for Paramount, has returned
to New York after studio confabs.
★

is in from

lay plans for the 20th Century-Fox sales
convention, opening here May 30. He made
the trip on his yacht.

Tex Ritter’s personal appearance tour
throughout the country begins June 25 with
his first dates in and around Chicago.

★

Schenck

20TH-FOX FIVE-YEAR
PACT TO ANNABELLA

an original by Alfred
by 20th Century-Fox,

Head Spancs Bill
Gypsy Rose Lee and Martha Raye head
the entertainment bill for the next Spancs
meeting, scheduled for early next week at
the Hollywood Country Club. Doug
Churchill and John Miles are handling
arrangements.
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LA EXCHANGES BEGIN UNI«ING
Branch Heads Refer Action
to Home Offices;
Affects 500

Film Row Club Goal
Is $25,000

Los Angeles — Encouraged by the recent
passage of the Wagner Labor Bill and the
general trend of workers to unionize, Lps

Los Angeles — Setting their goal
at $25,000, pla7is were laid last week
by officers of the Film Row Club, at

Angeles’ Filmrow workers have fallen in
line and are making plans to affiliate with
the exchange employes branch of the
lATSE. Los Angeles is probably the last
of the large exchange centers to take this
step, the reason being that it is recognized
as one of the weakest union towns in the
country.

a luncheon meeting at the Elks’
Club, for a series of parties to raise
money for the Filmrow relief fund.
A general arrangement committee
will be appointed shortly to take

Nearly

500 workers

will be

affected

by

over
The

tentatively set as an all-day picnic
and dance to be held about July 4.
Plans for the next Filmrow dance,
on May 22, were also discussed at
the meeting.

the

move,

which is being made under the direction of Harry Newman
and William Beatty, executives of the lATSE, both of whom

have

refused

to comment

on

the

drive.

Local exchange heads have also refused
to comment on what policy their respective
companies will adopt when the move becomes final, indicating in every case that it
is a problem for the home office and not
the branch manager. Observers, however,
are of the opinion that the exchange heads
are resigned to the fate of eventual unionization, having seen virtually every other
exchange center unionize within the past
several months.
To

Complete

Organization

The

first meeting of the exchange employes was scheduled for this week, the
date and place of which had been set at
the time of this writing. At the meeting,
the plans, aims and wage scales of the
new group were to be discussed, a petition
for a charter was to be made and temporary officers were to be appointed. So
far it is planned to include all bookers,
shippers, poster clerks and inspectresses
in the union, with a probability that all
front or general office workers will also
be brought in.
Tentative wage scales to be demanded for
these workers are as follows: Head booker,
$75

per

week;

shippers,
poster
head

assistant

$40;

bookers,

assistant

inspectresses,

$20 per

week.

classification

The

$25;

poster
and

average

is about

20

$50;

shippers,

clerk, $35; assistant

per

head
$32.50;

clerks. $25;

inspectresses,

increase
cent,

smaller scale for the independent
and poster companies.

active planning for the events.
first of the parties has been

in each
with

a

exchanges

"We have no complaint to make against
our working conditions or hours. Our only
fight is for better pay. which we hope will
replace what in many instances cannot be
called a living wage,” said spokesmen for
the exchange employes. “Los Angeles exchanges are noted as being among the lowest salaried in the country, yet workers at
the studios, doing exactly the same work as
our shippers, inspectresses and poster
clerks are receiving from 20 to 30 per cent

Park Competition
Looms in Denver
Denver — Summer

competition

for Den-

ver’s film houses is coming up this month,
with the opening of two amusement parks.
Both have spent thousands of dollars in
improvements expecting the biggest years
in their histories.
Lakeside Amusement park, opening May
22. has spent $60,000 on improvements in
rides, buildings, and the park proper.
Elitch Gardens, opening May 15. has spent
$75,000 in modernizing its ballroom, building a new junior roller coaster, installing
new games, and other improvements.

Seattle,

Wash. — Was

Victor

Aloysius

Meyers,

Washington’s baton-wielding lieutenant governor, damaged to the tune of
$10,000 a word by Radio Comedian Fred
Allen’s wise-crack?
At present it is all a deep mystery. Late
in March, Meyers filed a $250,000 slander
suit against 20th Century-Fox, Fox Distributing Co. and local theatres that exhibited the picture, alleging his career had

been damaged by the comedian’s following
remark in the picture “Thanks a Million”:
“Up in Washington they elected a jazz
band leader lieutenant governor, and, if
people will vote for a jazz band leader
they’ll
Now
parties,
which
The

vote for anyone.”
the suit, upon stipulation of the
has been dismissed with prejudice,
means it cannot be reinstituted.

defense counsel declined to say whether a settlement had been made and re-

ferred inquiries to Meyers’ attorney, who
by the way, was out of town. Anyhow we
know the case is closed.

BILLBOARD BATTLE
POSSIBLE IN TRISCO
San Francisco — Another billboard battle
became possible here this week when the
city planning committee recommended to
the board of supervisors that advertising
signs be prohibited on all streets approaching the Golden Gate bridge.
The

SUCCESSFUL
WASHTON

TOUR BY
STATE UNIT

Seattle, Wash. — With 100 successful
performances to its credit, the Washington State Theatre, only one of its kind in
America, officially completed its first year
and returned here to prepare to open a
four-week engagement at the Repertory
Playhouse. The one hundredth performance was given in Longview, Wash.

bridge,

which

links San

to residential

Marin

county,

Francisco

will be for-

mally opened the end of this month. Outdoor advertising firms are already planning erection of 24-sheet and other stands
in available locations in the vicinity of
the approaches.
The

city planning committee’s recommendation was referred to the city attorney for legal scrutiny, and will be returned
to the supervisors within the next two
weeks.
Ban

at Bay

Bridge

Failed

The theatre, founded in April last year
by a $35,000 grant from the humanities
division of the Rockefeller Foundation, began its actual tour with a complete act-

One of the hardest-fought issues in the
recent city election was the proposal to
ban billboards on all approaches to the

ing company playing Shakespeare’s “Comedy of Errors.” The comedy was presented
to adults and high school students in every
community in the state.

ly by the clubwomen of the city and placed on the ballot by petition, the billboard

more pay.”
Although it has not yet been definitely
decided, it is believed that when the new
organization is formed it will be affiliated

The Rockefeller grant is for a threeyear period, and at the end of that time

with the Projectionist’s Union, local 150,
whose headquarters are on Filmrow.

company operating in cooperation
state board of education.
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Meyers Slander Suit
Settlement Mystery

the

Washington State Theatre is to become an independent educational theatre
with the

San

Francisco

Bay

bridge.

Initiated large-

ban

was defeated by only a narrow margin of votes.
If the board of supervisors approves the
suggestion to banish advertising from the
vicinity of the second of the two bridges,
it is considered probable that local advertisers will seek to test the ban’s legality in
court.
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and Helen Bender, down from Juneau, Alaska, and attending a Kiwanis
convention in Spokane. Bob was formerly
division manager for Fox in the N. W. and

now is managing his father-in-law’s newspaper. Said father-in-law is governor of
Alaska . . . Rubye Nix Zioncheck, wife of
the late Marion A. Zioncheck, flying to
Seattle for a couple of days before signing a movie contract . . . Roy C. Czerny,
who owns the Kent Theatre, taking a vacation and spending his time in Chicago
. . . A. G. Basil, in from Raymond . . . Ray
Stumbo, in from Salem, Ore. . . . Harry
Taylor, western division manager for National Screen, paying a visit to Jack Flannery . . . L. J. McGinley, smoking a pipe —
claims it is a coronation idea . . . Paul
Schwegler and Pete Higgins, making a trip
to Vancouver, B. C. . . . Don Beckman,
getting ready to open his Robin Hood resort on Hood Canal . . . Clarence Farrell,
in from Ellenberg . . . J. T. Sheffield, president of Republic Pictures of the Northwest, making a trip to Portland, then on
to Butte . . . Mrs. Daigler, lunching at the
Rendezvous with Mrs. Tom Berry and Mrs.
Brown of Edmonds. The Berrys own the
theatre in Edmonds ... Ed Lamb, hosting
twelve men at a crab supper at the Film
Club . . . Junior Mercy, to Yakima for the
weekend . . . Trevor Faulkner, in from Los
Angeles to install new film-splicing equipment at the 20th-Pox exchange . . . Eddie
Rivers, through with the mumps forever
and back on the job . . . A1 Friedlander,
here exploiting his picture, “Cloistered”
. . . Charley Hardin and his dog, Pat, strolling along Filmrow. Charley has a checking service. And dame rumor has it there
may be another surburban theatre built
on the outskirts of Seattle.
George Endert, who formerly operated
the Uptown in Seattle, is going to open
the Mission Theatre in Mount Vernon.
The Mission has been closed for some time.
Other houses in Mount Vernon are first
run, so Endert will operate on a second
run policy. He sold his Uptown to the
Sterling chain. Mission will open around
the first of June.
Ollie Hartman, who takes care of the
Roosevelt Theatre in Grand Coulee, announces that property has been bought in
Electric City for the erection of another
theatre. The Roosevelt is owned by the
company building the Coulee Dam, and it
is this same company that has bought the
new property and will do the building.
Hartman will handle operation and buying
for both theatres.
Johnny Smythe, for the past few years
hooker at RKO exchange here, has been
transferred to the Los Angeles branch in
the same capacity. Successor to Johnny
has not yet been named. Eddie Lamb is
branch manager.
There will be another theatre in South
Tacoma very soon, according to plans now
being drawn up. Brooks Murphy of Aberdeen is having the house built.
Bill Dam, who announced his engagement recently, has now set the date for
May 20. The name of the bride is Selma
(Continued on next page)
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Exchange Unionization
Precedes Theatre Drive
~~

-

— ■

~

H-E Ups Admission
in 3 Spots
Portland — Following

the

lead

of

Portland of a year ago, HamrickEvergreen houses in Seattle, Aberdeen and Hoquiam have upped their
admission prices from 25 cents to 30
cents. This price prevails until 1
p. m. when admissions are raised another 5 cents to 6 p. m. Evening admissions remain at 40 cents.

Poster,

DENVER EXHIBITOR
BUILDS BIG TURNOUT
Denver — Clyde

Anderson,

manager

the Oriental Theatre, did a complete
rons.
in selling “One

of

job

in a Million” to his pat-

Anderson used trailers freely, with records of songs from the film for the opening and closing of shows previous to the
opening. Then as the spill began a huge
telegram to be sent to Sonja Henie was
spotted in the lobby so the patrons could
sign. Through a tieup with Western Union
the telegram will be delivered to Sonja in
its original size, 5x8 feet.
Anderson spotted cards in front of the
boxoffice offering two passes to any customer who would catch the cashier failing
to thank patrons for buying tickets. Each
member of the staff wrote 20 postcards
in their own handwriting to as many
friends urging them to see the show. The
business done by the film proved that carefully planned publicity will bring in the
cash customers.

McKENDRICK LEAVES
GN FOR MONOGRAM
Salt

Lake

City — Salt

Lake

Branch

Manager W. W. McKendrick, who has
served in this capacity for Grand National
out of the local offices for some time past,
has resigned to accept position of branch
manager for the new Monogram exchange
which opened in Salt Lake City May 1.
Incidentally McKendrick became the very
proud father of a baby girl (named LollaGay) a short time ago.

Star Has Mishap
Denver — Fifi D’Orsay

suffered

Seattle,

Wash. — Seeking

to

complete

unionization of workers in the theatrical
field, the lATSE and MPO have organized
employes on the Seattle Filmrow and will
shortly start a drive to organize ushers
and doormen in all theatres, union officials
stated.
Shipping,

Inspection,

Signed

Organization on Filmrow which has been
in progress for some time affected more
than 70 employes. Office workers were not
involved. Handling the organization work
were O. M. Jacobsen, international representative; Charles Crickmore, president of
the stage employes local; Richard Crist,
president of the motion picture operators
local, and Basil Gray, stage employes business agent.
To date, all shippers, assistant shippers,
poster clerks and inspectresses have signed
and paid their initial fee and the next
meeting will be held as soon as a charter
arrives from Washington. At this meeting
officers will be elected and salary scales
agreed upon.

DANIEL
Spokane,

L. WEAVER
DIES AT HOSPITAL
Wash. — Daniel

L. Weaver,

66,

for some 47 years prominent in business
here, died at the Sacred Heart Hospital
last week.
Weaver was born in Stockton, Cal.,
Oct. 21, 1871, and came to Spokane in
April, 1890. He retired from active theatrical work in 1917 with the burning of
the old Spokane Theatre, which he built
for the Northwestern Theatrical Ass’n, of
which he was secretary- in association
with John Cort of Seattle and Calvin
Helig of Portland. Weaver and his associates also managed the Auditorium Theatre here at the peak of its success. The
association refused at one time to sell for
$1,000,000.

PLUG

KANSAS

CENSORIAL

Portland — All

dailies

REVOCATION

plugged

heavily

the return by the Kansas censor board
of the Wheeler episode to the current
“March of Time,” with an increase in
attendance.

FILM...
a

near

nervous breakdown on the stage of the
Denver Theatre, during a personal appearance there. Miss D’Orsay lost her voice
in the middle of a song, and failing in an
attempt to make a speech, she fled from
the stage in tears. A physician was summoned to the theatre, and was in attendance until the star regained composure
sufficiently to make a performance at the
following show.

TRAILERS
(SOUND

OK

SILENT)

That Make Your Screen Your Best
Advertising Medium!
©ATTENTION COMPELLING EFFECTS
• QUICK

MOTION

—

SURE

PICTURE
O.

L.

SERVICE

KARSKI,

12.5 Hyde St., San Francisco.

SERVICE

CO.

Msrr.

Phone OKdway

9162
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YEAR'S EFFORTS ARE
REWARDED AT MEET
DURKING and James ElliQ.ERTRUDE
son, film players, were married at
Yuma, Ariz., a couple of days ago.
A notable bit of exploitation for the current Victory Theatre bill which is drawing
a good deal of attention and also patronage, is the masked figure who parades the
main streets in a cowboy outfit and a huge
false face, with announcement
Out West” on his back.

of ‘‘Way

Harry David has booked “Dead End,”
the Belasco Theatre success, for the Capitol Theatre stage May 15.
Veteran actors who played major parts
in the plays presented at the old historic
Salt Lake Theatre, and George D. Pyper,
manager of the theatre, will be honored
at a mammoth drama festival to be held
at the BYU of Provo, Utah, during October. Invitations are note being sent to
these former celebrities in all parts of
the U. S. and England, it is stated.
Several roads in Idaho and northern
Utah were blocked by the unusually heavy
snowfall, with some local theatre exhibitors
consequently having to announce substitute
attractions last week.
Salt Lake theatregoers enthusiastically
commended the first showing of the roadshow performance of ‘‘Good Earth” at the
local Paramount.
A special showing of a peace film will
be held in Salt Lake City shortly at one
of the high schools here under the sponsorship of the Salt Lake City council of the
Parent-Teacher Ass’n.
A local unit of the Building Service Employes’ International Union of America is
to be organized, it is planned here currently, to which theatre employes and all
building service employes including elevator operators, porters, janitors, etc., are
eligible for membership.
Preparations for the “wild west” exhibition and rodeo to be held during Covered
Wagon Days, in July here, are under way.
The Salt Lake City United Artists
branch exchange was still holding first
place in the western division of the George
Schaefer drive at the current writing, just
before the contest closes. Branch Manager
Cadman of the UA offices here is at this
time in Pocatello, Idaho, where he flew
to meet Sales Representative Joe Soloman
for a sales tour of this vicinity.

Portland Censors
Snip Three
Portland — Portland’s
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AT
Hollywood — The

awarding

of

prizes

for

achievements during the past year highlighted Tuesday’s session at the Metro convention here.
An award consisting of two weeks’ pay
to the individual branch office for most
satisfactory achievement during the year
was won by two western offices — Portland,
Ore., which included L. Amacher, manager; Miss Theo I. Hasbrook, office manager; A. S. McCarl jr., booker; and J. T.
Warren, salesman, and Salt Lake City —
including M. Saffle, manager; G. Derrick,
office manager; S. Cooper, booker, and C.
W. Boulet, C. Lind, Dave McElhinney,
salesmen. Amacher of Portland and Saffle
of Salt Lake City were also presented
awards for having only one unsold prospect in their respective territories.
Recipients of the award made for having
one hundred per cent records in sales during the past year were J. T. Warren of
Portland, David T. McElhinney and C. W.
Boulet of Salt Lake City and L. S. Hulling
of San Francisco.
Among the short addresses delivered at
'Tuesday’s convention was one by George
A. Hickey, district manager from Los Angeles.

SEATTLE
(Continued

from preceding page)

Goldstein, a non-professional. Bill is the
son of John Danz, president of the Sterling
chain, and works in the offices of the company.
Opened
remodeled

only a few weeks after being
throughout following a fire, the

Capitol Theatre, Olympia, Wash., was completely gutted by fire again. The flames
raged all night and damage was estimated
at $70,000. House is owned by Ed Zabel,
who was covered completely by insurance.
Building of a new house has already
started.
The Winter Garden here will be closed
for a few days to enable the place to get
a going over. Total cost being spent will
exceed $20,000. House is one of the Sterling group.
Carl Mahne, supervisor of the Venetian
and Egyptian theatres, is the proud daddy
of a OVe-pound baby girl. All are doing
fine. Theatres are part of the Evergreen
chain.
The D. & R. Theatre in Aberdeen and
the Seventh Street Theatre in Hoquiam,
recently taken over by Fox Evergreen, have
undergone extensive remodeling . The fronts
of the houses give them the appearance of
brand new theatres. Work was done by
Western Poster Co.

hard-work-

ing censor board reports that it has
eliminated but three films out of the
115 viewed during the past year. The
three refused showing unduly emphasized the sex angle, the report
said.

LEO PLAYS
HOLLYWOOD

first of the Row to leave for conventions are the Metro gang. Boys attending the gathering in Los Angeles are Butch
Wingham, branch manager, Joe Comer,
office manager, Wally Rucker and Max
Rubenfeld, salesmen, and Harry Blatt,
booker.

by

the

roving

re-

porter at the M-G-M annual convention
2-3-4; at the Ambassador Hotel here. May
held

The Portland delegation was the envy
of all hands when it brought the first
convention gal along. She is Miss Theo
Hasbrook, office manager, and two autograph hunters immediately went after her,
thinking she was Garbo.
Replete with ice cream suit and Technicolor necktie, J. S. McLeod, head of the
exchange maintenance department, established himself as the Beau Brummel of the
convention — putting to shame Bill Koenigs efforts. Koenig arrived at the station attired in a passionate Robert Taylorish sport shirt.
Ken Renaud. Seattle exploiteer, arrived
with two raincoats, an umbrella and galoshes only to find he’d stepped into the
hottest day southern California has had
this spring. He parked the entire outfit
in the station checkroom — and intends to
leave it there.
W. F. Rodgers, general sales manager,
is not only a big shot at Metro, but an
even bigger shot in the Navajo tribe. At
Albuquerque the train was met by a band
of Navajos and, to the music of a Mexican band, Rodgers was made a chief and
decorated with an elaborate feathered
head-dress. It is understood he was given
the name ‘‘Young-Man-Not-Afraid-of-ExEd Beck. Salt Lake City exploiteer, is
hibitors.”
still a patriot and a booster for Utah. He
spends most of his time drawing vivid
word pictures of the superb pulchritudinous qualities of the home town girls, and
says his city has more beauty to the acre
than Los Angeles has avocados. He wants
next
year’s
Mormon
city.convention to be held in the
Sid Schuster, San Francisco salesman,
wandered away from the crowd at the station looking for a place to buy a sandwich.
Instead, he found a Pasadena souvenir
shop and came back loith a hundred picnorth. ture postcards to send to his friends up
Theo Hasbrook. feminine executive from
Portland, was cut in on frequently.

Metro’s western district manager,
George Hickey, arrived at the station ten
minutes late — and, although there are
three cocktail lounges along the route he
took, he said he was held up by a Chinese
laundry wagon.
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ILOS AI^CJIEILIES
replace
N will
ANDERSO
F. “ANDY”
JJ Norman
Newman
as office
manager
at
RKO, when the latter leaves for Chicago
next week. Newman terminates a 12-year
association with the exchange to go into
business for himself. Anderson, former
head booker, will be replaced by William
Pitzhenry.
As part of thfi National Boys' Week
Celebration, Paul Swickard turned over the
operation of Ms Boulevard Theatre to three
students from Garfield High School. The
three boys, Kenneth Holzman, Jack Ellis
and Carl Kirkwood, took complete charge
of the management, publicity and stage
management of the house.
Mike Rosenberg opened his new Circle
Theatre, Brawley, Sunday, May 9, with
Paramount’s “Internes Can’t Take Money”
and Republic’s “Two Wise Maids.” The
house, a 450-seater, will operate on a first
and second-run policy during the summer, dropping back to second run during
the winter.
Erwin Wagner, head of the Wagner Sign
Co., who has just opened his offices here,
leaves this week for an extended tour into
Utah, Colorado, Oregon, Washington and
Canada, where he will visit exchange cities.
Expects to return here in about ten days.
Among the visitors: Harry Goldfarb,
National Theatre, National City; Ronald
Vincent, Laguna Theatre, Laguna Beach;
George Pink, Sierra Theatre, Eagle Rock;
A1 Minor, State Theatre, Azusa, and George
Robb, head of the Robb and Rowley circuit, operating in Pasadena and Texas.
Grand National is getting its pre-convention selling campaign off to a flying
start, announcing a sales drive named in
honor of the first sales convention ever
held by the company.
Glen Harper, Corona Theatre, Corona,
was in to announce that his new theatre
at Fontana would be opened by June 15.
The theatre is to have all of the latest
innovations in seating, air conditioning and
modern decorations.
Elmer Sedin, RKO’s home office representative, isin Los Angeles for his regular
check-up of the exchange’s books and accounts.
A1 Goldstein, newly appointed manager
of the Monogram exchange in Seattle, arrived here this week for a short business
conference with Ray Olmstead and Howard Stubbins, Monogram franchise holders, before the trio train out for Chicago
where they will attend the annual sales
convention.
J. J. Sullivan, Fox West Coast film buyer. left this week for New York on his
first business assignment after being seriously ill here for nearly a year. Sullivan will sit in on the product gabs with
Warner, RKO, Columbia, Republic and
First National executives.
Opening date for Louis Berkhoff’s new
Esquire Theatre, Los Angeles subsequent
run house, has been set for May 20.
Announcement of a new theatre, to be
(Continued on next page)
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"Lost Horizon"
Up 3-Month
San

Winds
Horizon,”

Columbia spectacle, will end at the
Geary Theatre here May 16, making
way for Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer’s
“Captains Courageous.”
When it closes, the Frank Capra
production will have piled up the record-breaking mark of a three-month
roadshow policy run at the city’s ace
legitimate house, with receipts maintaining a steady high average
throughout the run.
Because “Brother Rat,” roadshow
production of a current New York
stage success, is slated to play the
Geary house early in June, “Captains
Courageous” is already being advertised as being booked for a limited
run only.

Pages

Into Exeter

Officials Depart

Los Angeles — After spending several
weeks here, during which they made arrangements for a new National Screen
Service office building, Herman Robbins,
president, and George Dembow, general
sales manager of National Screen Service,
have returned to their headquarters in New
York,

"Spain

in Flames"

San Francisco — “Spain

Good

in Flames,”

prop-

aganda treatment of the current civil conflict in Spain, did good business in a twoday showing at the Columbia Theatre here.
Presentation was endorsed by the North
American Committee to Aid Spanish Democracy.

Hunting
Seattle,

Fatally Hurt

Wash.— -Percy

Hunting,

veteran

retired actor, was killed here in an auto
accident. He was well known in the northwest. Apart from his acting, he stagemanaged and produced important presentations.

BARON, NATHAN
San

Francisco — Ed

PLAN SECOND
Baron

Nathan, operators of the
here, will shortly open a
the Marina district, as yet
will continue operation
theatre.

and

The Center Theatre has lined up a considerable number of picture names for personal appearances for the early summer.
They include Joe Morris, Polly Moran,
Betty Burgess, Benny Rubin, Joe Fresco
and Ted Lewis and his band and stage
show.
Mr. and Mrs. Ed Sonney have gone to
Parkersburg, W. Va., for a visit. Sonney
has been roadshowing “Gambling With
Souls” in this territory.
Ed Mapel, producer of sex and other
films, is in town and has booked “Forbidden Thriller” in the Rialto, and has arranged for the showing of “Missing Girls”
in the Gem, which theatre he owns with
his brother.

Los Angeles — Mr. and Mrs. G. W. Page,
operators of the Ritz Theatre, Hanford,
were in town this week to announce the
building of a new theatre, to be called the
Ritz, at Exeter, 30 miles from Hanford.
The new house will be opened about June
1, and is being completely equipped by
John Filbert. The spot will have about
600 seats.

NSS

C. lO^OX, district superintendent for
Erpi, has left Denver to join the Los
Angeles office. Don Cameron, Erpi engito Los Angeles for his vahas gone
neer,cation,
and Miss Helen Winters, secretary,
has gone to Utah for her vacation.
S

Run

Francisco — “Lost

» IIE M V IE K

Carol

Marina Theatre
second house in
unnamed. They
of the smaller

Robert H. Sparkman is operating portable outfits a day or two a week in school
at Kim, Vilas, Two Buttes and Walsh, all
in Colorado.
It’s getting the time of the year when
theatres get new names, some of the
changes in this territory being: Crystal at
Hayden, Colo., reopened by John A. Greves
as the Auditorium; Sun at Holly, Colo.,
reopened as the Pontiac by Frank Northup; the Princess at Meeker, Colo., now the
Rio; Jewel at Minturn, Colo., now the
Minturn; Sun at Otis, Colo., now the Star;
the Westcliffe at Westcliffe, Colo., now the
Canda (owned by C. L. Canda jr.) ; the
Princess at Roswell, N. M., changed to the
Pecos; the Coley at Coley, Wyo., now the
Armada; the Princess in Douglas, Wyo.,
now the Mesa.
The following closings have been reported: Gala Theatre, Eaton, Colo.; Frazer
Hall, Frazer, Colo.; Victory, Kremmling,
Colo.; Norwood, Norwood, Colo.; Alamo,
Rifle, Colo.; Royal Theatre, Stratton, Colo.;
Diamond, Hagler, Neb.; Temple, McCook,
Neb.; Merriam, Merriam, Colo.; Rex,
Hobbs, N. M.
Openings and new theatres are the Princess, Hotchkiss, Colo., by C. O. Wenholz;
Plains at Clovis, N. M.; Couchas at Conchas Dam, N. M., and the Reel at Hobbs,
N. M., by R. E. Griffith Theatres, Inc.;
a new theatre to open June 1 at Grants,
N. M., by H. S. Farley. The Indian school
at Dulce, N. M., is again using films.
Chas. A. Meyer is managing the Lode
Theatre at Silverton for Chas. Diller. The
name of the house was recently changed
from the Gem.
Chas. Bumstead has added the Princess
at Keystone, S. D., and the community
hall at Oelrichs, S. D., to his portable
circuit.
P. D. Bishop has opened the Bishop
Theatre in Ft. Laramie, Wyo., using a
portable outfit.
49

LOS ANGELES
(Continued
QLIVER HARDY, rotund screen comic,
was here over the weekend, with a
sidetrip to the Tanforan racetrack.
Film men from out-of-town were thick
along the Row this week. Among those
seen were H. E. Wall, who manages the
Alameda Vogue for Levin & Owen; Louis
Frederici, operator of the Roxy in Sacramento, and A. E. Syufy, who handles the
Columbia and Loring houses in Crockett.
Gerald Karski, of Motion Picture Service Co., reports the film trailer business
rolling merrily along.

Nebraska Giveaway
Lincoln — Ruling

that

a

consideration

was involved in Bank Night as conducted
in this state. Judge Fred Messmore of the
Beatrice, Neb., district court has ruled the
giveaway scheme a lottery.
Bank Night attorneys, following the decision which, temporarily at least, ends the
game in Nebraska, were instructed to tell
their clients to prepare for an immediate
statewide halt of the giveaway, pending
decision of the state supreme court on the
appeal which will be filed by Bank Night
distributors.
The ruling last Thursday arose from a
test case involving the state and the Beatrice Theatres Corp., a Fox West Coast
subsidiary.

REGULATION SYSTEM
SOLE TELEVISION BAR
Washington,

D. C. —

The

allocation

of

frequencies is now the prime delayer of
the introduction of television to the public, according to Commander T. A. M.
Craven, chief engineer of the FCC.
He expressed accord with David Sarnoff’s recent statement that television was
now an artistic and economic rather than
a technical problem.

"Greatest Giveaway"
Is ITO Plan
New

York — The

“world’s

biggest

giveaway"

is planned by the Independent Theatre Owners’ Ass’n of
Greater New York. It would embrace
about 100 independent theatres in the
city’s five boroughs, with a total of
$50,000 in cash or automobiles to that
value in prizes. The ITOA’s “governing committee" is studying the
plan as its answer to Loew’s and
RKO, who have elimmated giveaways
but refuse to increase subsequent run
admissions to a level which ITOA
houses consider “fair competition.”
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built soon at Brawley, has been made

by

Ben Aranda, operator of Brawley’s Eureka.
Construction will be started within two
weeks.
Frank Ullman, Broadway Theatre, El
Centro, was on the Row this week after
being released from the Hollywood Hospital where he was confined for five weeks
with a serious leg ailment.
Bert Funk, operating partner with William Nagle at the Pala Theatre, Escondido,
was in town this week arranging for remodeling and reconditioning to be started soon at the Pala.
L. D. Cohen

Case to High Court

from preceding page)

and J. B. Sloate, local ex-

hibitors, recently returned from a week’s
visit to San Francisco. Cohen, operator
of the Bonito, is making arrangements
for a new marquee at his theatre.

Bureau of Mines in
Active Film Year
Washington — As a film producing

unit,

the Bureau of Mines last year contacted
through the medium of films more than
seven million people, with films to the
number of 57 shown on 84,753 occasions
during the year. Their motion picture library received 500 films for the year, making
at
present over 3,000 available for distribution.
These productions show mining and related manufacturing processes as well as
where minerals are located, how they are
extracted, refined and manufactured into
useful product to be utilized and conserved. Also the prevention of accidents
and protection of human life with several
pictures dealing specifically with this important phase of the miner’s life.
Group

on Automobile

Industry

A

W. A. Giguere’s Brea Theatre, Brea, has
folded after being in operation about six
months.
Among the visitors: Mr. and Mrs. J. A.
Menard, with theatres at Glendale, Downey
and Burbank; Ralph Perkins, Victorville
Theatre, Victorville; Mrs. Jennie Dodge,
Mission, Ventura, and Mr. and Mrs. Will
Benrath, Kansas City, Mo.
Metro’s “Romeo and Juliet” opens its
regular first run at the Chinese and Loew’s
State Theatre Wednesday, May 19.
Between

60 and 65 representatives of the

various distributing firms met at the Elk’s
Club for luncheon, Wednesday, April 28,
as guests of the Film Exchange Club. The
luncheon was for the purpose of outlining
plans for the Club’s summer activities.
A. J. O’Keefe presided and speeches were
made by W. J. Heineman, George Hickey
and Harry Cohen.
T. J. Healy, Warner Bros, home office
representative, is leaving the Los Angeles
exchange this week, after completing his
regular check-up, and will make his next
stop at San Francisco.
Bill Gunn, Poppy Theatre, Calipatria, is
recovering after a serious illness of four
weeks’ duration.
Music for the next Filmrow

Club dance,

to be held at the Elks’ Club May 22, will
be supplied by Don Ricardo and his band.
Headed by E. W. Calloway and Jack
Brower, the Warner sales force trained out
this week for New York, where they will
attend the annual sales convention. In addition to Calloway and Brower, the contingent included W. R. Walsh, J. K. Burden, A. S. Bailey, Jack Howland and Paul
Webster.
Jack Mingus, Florencita and Green
Meadows theatres, Los Angeles, left this
week for a short vacation trip to Boulder City. He expects to be gone about a
week.

number of these films show operations of the extensive petroleum industry
with information on how oil is produced,
refined, distributed and used in this country and in foreign nations. The use of
important industrial metals such as copper, iron, silver, lead and nickel are shown
in an interesting manner on the screen.
A special group of films depicting the great
automobile industry with methods of production using various metals that go into
the manufacture of the car, and paying
unusual attention to motor fuel and lubricants, have been produced for the American motorist. Also to mention the very
important non-metallic minerals, for instance sulphur, asbestos, fireclay, cement
and abrasive materials which form the
substance for other films. Then the explosives and their use in safe mining
operations.
Have

Dramatic

Appeal

These films are not without their dramatic appeal, with tense scenes of rescue
crews, garbed in grotesque breathing apparatus, and assisting in salvage and recovery work at mine disasters, the rending of giant mountainsides and the bringing in of tremendous oil gushers, by use of
explosives. Instances with historical import are portrayed such as the ride of Paul
Revere, who as a silversmith is the major
actor in a film on this metal; Stephenson’s first demonstration of his quaint locomotive, the Rocket, and the drilling of
the famed Drake well in Pennsylvania, and
the nation’s first oil well marking the birth
of a great industry.
Numerous historic and picturesque
scenes are revealed in the search for minerals in foreign lands, such as the Pyramids of Egypt, Moorish castles of Spain,
Danube, Suez and many fascinating landmarks of ancient splendor and modern
culture.

JAPANESE

PRODUCER

Hollywood — American

VISITS

methods

of film

production are being studied by Baron K.
Suritomo, one of the wealthiest men in
Japan and holder of extensive interests in
Japanese film production, who is in Hollywood as guest of officials of the Paramount
studio.
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2I)TH-F0X DEMANDS RETRACTION
Reply Is Emphatic
on Product Survey
Boston— Asked

to indicate

on a printed

questionnaire what sort of treatment he
has been accorded by Warner, M-G-M,
Paramount, RKO, 20th-Pox, Universal, Columbia, United Artists, Republic, Grand
National and GB, one exhibitor ignored
the suggestions of “good-bad-fair” on the
Independent Exhibitors postcard poll and
pencilled in the epithet, “Lousy.”
The New England affiliate of Allied is
conducting a 1936-37 product survey
through the mail. Returns already in at
the time of going to press are too far below the anticipated total to permit an
accurate analysis of the situation, according to the Independent Exhibitors, Inc.,
which plans to make its first public reports
on the ballot at its business meeting in
June and, thence, at confabs monthly.
Replies

Remain

MAURICE

WOLF

IS AIR FAN
Wolf, who

flew in

to the Metro convention from Boston, has
becMne a raving booster of air transportation. He left Boston 30 hours after his
boys— and got into Hollywood 24 ahead of
them.

Denies Exhibitor Unit's
Charge of Paid Ad

ing Booms
Boston — New

England

has

become

drive-in theatre conscious. The
marked success of the Weymouth
Drive-In Theatre, opened last year
by a concern headed by Thomas DiMaura, is at least partially responsible for the wave of similar new
construction sweeping across the territory. The DiMaura group controls
certain fundamentals of drive-m
theatre design in New England.
The Levenson Brothers are at work
on a drive-in theatre project at Raynham. Mass. E. M. Loew is contemplating a similar construction, accommodating 300 automobiles and
costing $40,000 in Lynn. The Weymouth operators, already working on
a spot outside of Providence, have
announced plans for drive-m locations in Cambridge and Saugus. Theatre seats have become rolling stock.

Anonymous

Exhibitors to whom the postcards were
sent were advised by Arthur JC. Howard,
business manager for Allied in New England, that no attempt would be made to
identify replies. Theatremen were advised
to drop the questionnaire in a mail box
in some outside town if they so wished.
Similar cards will go forward for a 1937-38
product survey, according to Howard.
The poll sought to establish price trends,
percentage and preferred playing time
deals, the use of shorts, and similar problems contingent upon film buying. The
number of features needed as contrasted to
the number actually contracted for was
asked. The extent of the popularity of
premiums and cash giveaways in New England is another film factor that the Allied
survey is seeking to learn.

Hollywood— Maurice

Drive-In Theatre Build-

MAINE REPEALS TAX
ON GAMES OF SKILL
Portland,

Me. — A few hours

before

final

adjournment, both branches of the Maine
legislature passed a bill repealing taxes on
games of skill in the state. The lifting of
the $25 license fee imposed on skill game
dealers and the $10 operators fee will become effective July 24, 1937.
The repealed law defined games of skill
as “any slot machine or contrivance which
reieases balls or other objects subject to
the controls of the slot machine or contrivance, upon the insertion of a coin, disc,
or token, the play of which machine or
contrivance is in some measure dependent
upon the skill of the player.”
County Attorney Albert Knudsen warned operators that the repeal law does not
legalize gambling or slot machines, which
do not involve the element of skill nor will
they tolerate the operation of “any gambling devices under the subterfuge of being licensed as games of skill.”

NEW ENGLAND EDITION Is One of the Seven Sectional
Editions in Which BOXOPPICE Is Published Weekly. The
Other Six Editions Are: MIDEAST, CENTRAL, MIDWEST,
WESTERN, SOUTHERN, EASTERN.

New

in "Wake ofUp"
the

York — Retraction

resolution

against “Wake Up and Live” on the
grounds of alleged commercial advertising
is demanded by 20th Century-Pox of Independent Exhibitors, Inc., in Boston. Felix
A. Jenkins, chief of the legal staff of the
corporation, has sent the following letter
to Arthur K. Howard, business manager
of the exhibitor unit:
“We are in receipt of your letter of
April 21 setting forth copy of resolutions
adopted by your organization on April 20
in regard to our motion picture ‘Wake Up
“The resolutions, adopted without the
and
Live.’ of private protest or inquiry to
courtesy
us, are not only intemperate in tone but
include statements which are false in fact.
“The locale of ‘Wake Up and Live’ is
the New York theatrical district and the
picture opens with an authentic view of
Times Square at night. Authentic motion
pictures of welt known districts in cities,
used as backgrounds for featm’e motion
pictures, will always reveal the actual advertising signs of various commercial concerns. The scene in question was not, as
falsely stated in your resolutions, inserted
by any arrangements between us and General Motors Corporation.
“Since you have already given publicity
in the trade press to these resolutions containing these false statements, we hereby
demand that you make public retraction
thereof. If such retraction be not made
and if such resolutions are again published
either in your monthly bulletin or otherwise we will hold you responsible therefor.
Warn

Against

Misframing

“We note that the resolutions urge members of your organization to instruct their
projectionists to eliminate the advertising
sign to which you object by a slight misframe of the title. We call to your attention Article Eighteen of our standard form
of license agreement, which provides that
the Exhibitor shall exhibit each print in
its entirety and further provides that the
Exhibitor shall not cut or alter any print
(Continued on page 61)

BRAD ANGIER, New England Editor, 14 Piedmont St.,
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MOMAND TRANSFER PLEA REJECTED
Court Denies Distributors
Motion for Moving
Anti-Trust Suit
Boston — The United States district court
for the first district, sitting in Boston, has
turned down the plea of major distributors
that the anti-trust action of Loretta Ii.
Momand of Shawnee, Okla., be tried elsewhere than in Boston. Eight defendants
moved the court at a hearing held several
weeks

ago

that

local government

magis-

trates "decline to permit the prosecution
of this action in this court." Judge Brewster last week denied the motion.
The

victory was regarded as a significant one for George S. Ryan, Boston attorney who several years ago took charge
of the various Momand anti-trust litigations, including those of A. B. Momand
which seek damages of $4,500,000.
Mrs.
Mrs. Loretta

Momand

Sues

L. Momand,

Eight
mother

Construction
New

Soars in

England

Boston — Building in New England
is more than double that of a year
ago. according to a government survey conducted here. The estimated
cost of total building construction in
Boston during the first three months
of this year was $8,563,062, as compared to $1,900,011 during the same
period

in 1936. March doubled residential building construction as performed in February, showing $5,010,169 as compared to $2,583,986. Theatres mushrooming up throughout New
England give a substantial boost to

construction figures. Industry building has awakened in this territory
after doing a depression Rip Van
Winkle.

Momand,

of Paramount. Loew’s, 20th-Fox, Universal, Columbia, United Artists, RKO
and
Warner Bros. The suit concerns the Odeon
Theatre in Shawnee, Okla., which Mrs.
Momand has been operating since July 15,
1931.
The defendants brought up an interesting point of law by arguing that the court
has discretionary power to refuse to retain jurisdiction of an action brought under the anti-trust statutes by a citizen of
the United States.
"The question,” according to Judge
Brewster, "was argued upon the pleadings
and affidavits, from which it appears that
in December, 1935, the plaintiff brought a
suit in equity in the district court for the
western district of Oklahoma, seeking injunctive relief against five of the nine defendants named in the law action in this
court.”
Court

Questions

Power

Not

to Hear

"The acts complained of in both cases
are of substantially the same character.
In the law action here, the plaintiff is
seeking damages for alleged unlawful acts
beginning in 1931. In the equity suit she
seeks relief against threatened loss arising
from an alleged unlawful conspiracy entered into by the defendants named in
that suit.
“It can be found that it will be more
convenient and less expensive for the
parties to have the legality of defendant’s
acts determined in the Oklahoma courts.
One of the defendants, named in the action here, could not be sued in the Oklahoma court.
"On these facts it is doubtful whether,
if the court has any discretionary power,
it would be held a proper exercise of that
power to grant the motion. In view of the
fact that the plaintiff cannot, in her
equity proceedings, recover three- fold
damages.”
Judge Brewster later states, “After careful consideration of the defendants’ brief
and cases cited, I am unable to find any
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Boston — The Motion Picture Salesmen’s
Club, encouraged by the success of a district dance recently sponsored at the Bradford, is going forward with plans for a film
outing to draw from the entire section.
Herman Konnis, president of the fraternity, declares that exchange managers will
be consulted with a view to deciding on a
date for a day on which exchange employes
will be given
The

of A. B.

is suing for damages approximating $100,000. She charges unlawful
combination and conspiracy on the parts

Salesmen's Club
Plans Big Event

support for the proposition that this court
has even discretionary powers in the prem-

Club,

group
E.

Does

Not

Alter

Jurisdiction

Further on in the decision. His Honor
ises."
declares; "To grant defendants’ motion
would, in effect, be to hold that inasmuch
as the plaintiff has elected to proceed in
equity under section 26, Title 18 of the
USCA, against five of the defendants, she
can be compelled by the court to resort
to the same jurisdiction in an action at
law under section 15 of the same title. I
do not

find anything in the Federal statutes, or in the adjudications, which suggests that the court has any such discretionary power, or any such control over

the plaintiff’s remedy.
"The plaintiff had an undoubted right
under the statute to invoke the jurisdiction
of this court, and this court is bound to
take the case and proceed to judgment.
"The

facts that it may be more convenient to parties and will avoid protracted litigation in this court if this case is
tried in Oklahoma are circumstances which
do not make the jurisdiction of this court
dependent
cretion.”

upon

the

Precedent

exercise

of

a

Established

by the court.

includes:
Anderson,

Ben

Abrams,

Warner

Bros.;

C.

Bradley. Paramount; Leo C. Britton, Monogram; 8. Broidy, Monogram;
Wm.
Benoamiri, National Screen; Kay
Curran, Loew’s, Inc.; John
('urran, Universal; Ernest G. Comi, National TheFox. atre Supj»l>'; J. L. Cronin, United Artists; J. Cobb,
Tom ]>uane, Paramount; Tom Donaldson, Loew's,
Jnc.; E. Der\’in. l.^niversal; Jack Davis, Republic;
E. L. DeVixa, Radio Corp. ; A. Fecke, Republic;
K. A. Frauj^i. National Theatre; J. Feloney, Fox;
H. Germaine, Price Premium
Co.; H. Goldman,
Grand National; Harry Gold, Fox; M. Goldstein.
Loew’s, Inc.; II. Goldstein,
I'ins, l-’aiamount.

RKO,

Inc.;

J. F.

Gub-

W’m. Horan. Warner; G. Hager, United Artists;
J. A. Harris, Paramount; Wm.
Hawkins, Capitol
Theatre Sujiply; It. V. Hummel.
National Theatre
Supply; J. J. Jennings, Bank Night; J. Kennedy,
Grand National; Herman
Konnis, Universal; L. Joseph, Tvlaster Pictures; M. Lait, Bank Night; Wm.
Mancuso, Exhibitors Adv. ; Bob
Murray, Columbia; R. L>. Marston, Specialty Pictures; H. Olcham,
(.’olumbia; J. E. (J’Brian, International Seat; Dave
Purcell.
H.

Rowell,

Capitol

Supply;

Harry

Rosenblatt.

Loew’s. Inc.; Nate Ross; C. Rudnick, National
Screen; M. Rosen; G. W, Richardson, Paramount;
G. W, Idckering, Capitol Supply; G. D. Swabe,
Price Premium;
L. Shiftman, Universal; S. Seletsky, Reitublic; S. Simons, Columbia; M. Simons,
Fox; S. Soroker, Price Premium;
H. Schaefer,
I'nited Artists; M. Sickels, Capitol Supply; H. O.
Worden. Loew’s. Inc.; R. Wetter, National Theatre
Supidy; A. Weiner, United Artists; C. Williamson.
National Theatre Supply; E. Warren, Warner Bro.s.

Worcester

Plaza Opens

Worcester, Mass. — Loew’s opened the
1,300-seat Plaza on Wednesday. City officials cut the tapes, and flowers and festive decorations proclaimed the opening.
Harry F. Shaw, division manager, and
Erie Wright, publicity head, personally
supervised, assisted by Robert Portle, new
manager. The house has been closed for
the past three years, and was recently
completely renovated. A split week first
and second run policy will be adhered to.

Rebuilding

Boston — Negotiations are in progress for
the rebuilding of the Satuit Playhouse in
Situate, destroyed by fire last week soon
after an evening audience
dred had left the house.
managed

by

dis-

Aside from any bearing that it may have
on the Momand case, the clear cut victory
of Attorney George S. Ryan in the United
States district court of the first district
has established a definite precedent that is
bound to have national importance in
other such anti-trust litigations, film or
otherwise. The opinion is to be published

Map

vacation.
late last year

13 motion picture salesmen who met December 13, is fast becoming a foremost
social factor in the district, together with
the Cinema Club which was formed a few
weeks before. The membership of the
Etlward

Convenience

a part-time
organized

the theatre.

of several hunNate Hochberg

EDWARD
Boston
manager
has been
the past

A. CUDDY

ILL

— Edward A. Cuddy, divisional
of the M. and P. Theatres Corp.,
kept from his desk by illness for
few weeks.
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Monogram Closes Deal for
Boston Exchange Location
Boston — Monogram

of

New

Steve Broidy, general sales manager of
the new Monogram distributing unit, declares that the offices will be opened for
business about June 1, at which time a
physical and sales force second to none in
the local independent field will be swung
into action, he says.
Britton

With

GREENBERG, head of the accessories department at Columbia, recently went in for a new line of accessories
on his automobile and now has added a
number of household accessories, to aid in
the caring for Master Stewart Michael
Greenberg, latest of all Greenberg accessories.

England,

Inc., will open offices within the next few
days at 39 Church St. where Rathe was
formerly located. Remodeling and modernizing activities began in the film district
building last week when the deal for the
spot was finally consummated. The place
was recently used as a display room for
National Screen Service accessories.

Leo

JJENRY

Monogram

Leo C. Britton, veteran independent sales
executive, has come into the Monogram
fold, according to Broidy. Britton has
long been prominent in this territory where
he was formerly a Paramount exchange
manager. Britton holds the Atlantic franchise in New England. He recently resigned as Imperial Pictures manager here.
His addition to the Monogram sales force
supports Broidy's statement that he is going the limit to establish the new exchange.
Phil Shannon, formerly salesman for
United Artists and Gaumont British in
Connecticut, has also been signed to the
Monogram sales force. Broidy, who resigned as city salesman for Republic Pictures Corp. of New England, to become
treasurer and manager of the new distributor, is not yet ready to announce his entire setup.

Lydon

The building at the corner of Broadway
and Winchester St., in the film district, is
being razed.

Sees Heartwarming Work

Boston — Fraiik

C.

Lydon,

president of the Independent Exhibitors, Inc., which has been in disagreement with M-G-M sales policies for
sometime, watched workmen hacking
away at several interior walls of the
local M-G-M exchange, which is being remodeled, for several minutes
last week and then climbed upstairs
to the office of Manager Maurice N.
Wolf. Lydon offered to do the job
for nothing.

Rosenblatt Wins Award
Hollywood — Henry

Rosenblatt,

of Bos-

ton, was winner from the New England
area of the Metro award presented for
turning in a hundred per cent record in
sales during the past year.
Metro

Joe McConville, Columbia executive, was
in Boston last week conferring with Dis-

vice-

Delegates

Los Angeles — Attending the Metro annual sales convention here May 2 were
1.5 delegates from the New England
area. They included Benjamin Bebchick,
Ray J. Curran, Thomas J. Donaldson,
Maurice Goldstein, Bert McKenzie, Charles
Repec, Henry Rosenblatt, Maurice N. Wolf,
Henry Wolper and Harry O. Worden from
Boston; John P. Byrne, Milton Hyams,
Charles Lazarus, Prank Mullen and E. M.
Woronov from New Haven.

trict Manager Tim

O’Toole.

Frank Borrelli of Somerville has been
putting on a number of motion picture
shows through Boston recently, attending
to installation, projection, and bookings
personally .
Frank Lydon, Allied vice-president in
New England, notes as a “Better Business
Barometer” the fact that nine exhibitors
had lunch in one of the town’s better hostelries the other noon, and eight of the
nine ordered steak. Prosperity is back.
Herman Rif kin is particularly interested
in the progress of Ranny Weeks, Boston
singer, in Hollywood; both because he is
releasing the Republic pictures in which
Weeks is playing, and because it was he
ivho set up the lanky young man on the
Coast.
Edward

Spellman

is managing

the road-

.showing of Columbia’s “Lost Horizon” at
the Shubert. Spellman is treasurer regularly at the theatre.
Angeline A. Maney, assistant publicity
manager at the Metropolitan, now has 280
toy dogs in her collection. Jane Withers
added three curs to the canine convention.
(Continued on next page)

Ben Welansky, local chain operator and
Buffalo exchange owner, is president of the
local Monogram corporation.

HUB

CENSOR

MAKES

DELETIONS
Boston — Two

were

motion

IN TWO

pictures

out of 44

scissored by the Massachusetts Department of Public Safety in the latest
list of approved films to be issued under
the signature of Commissioner Paul G.
Kirk. Four vaudeville acts were banned
for Sunday showings, while four other
were required to modify their routines.
Nine other acts were approved in their
original form.
Two features to incure disapproval were
Grand National’s “Gold Racket” and Paramount’s “King of Gamblers.” A single
elimination, “You old bag ...” in the
“Broken-Down Mama” number in the second reel, was required of the Grand National release. Cuts from the second picture were: “Scene showing bombing of
barber shop; dialogue, “ — for a swell
funeral,” in part 1. Scene showing Temple being pushed into elevator shaft, in
part 4. Scene showing hideout, in part
6. Scene showing Steve falling down elevator shaft, in part 8.”
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There's a right screen and a wrong
screen for every theatre auditorium.
Play safe —

specify

DfruTE
CAPITOL THEATRE SUPPLY COMPANY
^

NEW ENGLAND ORGANIZATION
NEW ENGLAND EXHIBITORS

28-30 PIEDMONT

STREET

•

BOSTON.

FOR
MASS.
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BOSTON

Nip Ad Rate Tilt
Boston — Through

(Continued from preceding page)
Gene S. Fox, National Screen Service Official on the West Coast, added another.

Sam Kurson has opened the Brandon in
Brandon, Vt., with Charles Patterson of
Boston as manager of the Graphic Theatre
circuit house.

Edward Ansin, president of the Interstate circuit, is on the Coast.

Sarah Lourie, Columbia cashier, has re( Continued on page 62)

of Oscar

Doob of Loew’s and John Dowd of RKO,
home office theatre advertising and publicity executives, Boston newspapers have
called off their announced intention of
increasing theatre advertising rates by 10
cents an inch. This is the second time a
rate boost has been threatened in recent
months.

Tom Walsh is now managing Shea’s
Paramount in Newport, R. I. He recently
covered the Colonial there for E. M. Loew.

Irma Montague, formerly with the Elida
Ballet, is again to be seen in the line on the
Metropolitan stage.

intervention

Would Limit Spending
Boston — A bill to limit appropriations

in

cities and towns, thereby lightening real
estate taxation, is being accorded considerable support on Beacon Hill, as is another bill advocating a straight $25 per
$1,000 limit on real estate assessments.
Charles M. Rogerson, author of the first
measure, would limit a city or town to the
average amount of appropriations of the
preceding five years.

CAMEO OFFERS
FEATURES,
Boston — Cameo

Screen

TWO
1 SERIAL
Attractions,

Inc.,

at its modernized headquarters on Piedmont St., is now releasing two new features
and one new serial to New England exhibitors. “Old Louisiana,” latest E. B.
Derr production featuring Tom Keene, is
now available for booking, according to
Office Manager Walter Gillis, as is “Mile a
Minute Love” with Duncan Renaldo.
Dickie Jones, who achieved national attention as Humphrey Bogart’s son in
“Black Legion,” occupies a featured spot
in “Blake of Scotland Yard,” latest serial
to join the Sam Davidson lineup.
LAVINE SUFFERS
Boston

— Phillip

EYE INJURY

Lavine,

district man-

ager of the Phil Smith independent theatre circuit, has been in a serious condition
because of a blood clot in one eye.

TO HELL WITH IT
OKAY
IF YOU FEEL THAT WAY

LET CIFRE DO IT
LOTS OF OTHERS HAVE

lOE

CIFRE,

44 Winchester St.
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Exchange Union Demands
Referred to Home Offices
New Haven, Conn. — Wage scale demands
drawn up by the new AFL local union of
exchange employes have been presented to

Move to Unionize in
Portland

exchange managers here, who in turn promised to submit them at once to home offices.
William Barry, business manager, and
Harry

Feldman

of

lATSE

here

accom-

panied the employes’ committee conferring
with managers. Although the demands
were not revealed, it was conceded that
they were considerably in excess of the
recent RKO 10 per cent increase tendered
inspectresses, the rumor being that $20 was
asked for this type of employment as
against the present $14.
John F. Gatelee, International organizer,
and

J. Brown. Chicago president of exchange employes, were expected to meet
with New York officers of exchanges over
the weekend.
Janitors.

Ushers,

Doormen

Meet

Hartford, Conn. — Unionization of janitors, ushers and doormen under the AFL
banner has been precipitated in the city
to ward off threatened CIO organization.
Several mass meetings have been held at
Labor Temple but the organization has not
yet taken definite shape.

to

Portland, Me. — Preliminary steps
unionize all local theatre employes were taken at a meeting last

week in Carpenters’ Hall, Monument
Square. Portland. Speakers at the
meeting predicted eventual American
Federation of Labor affiliation.
Chelsea A. Waldron of Portland,
president of the Maine branch of
the AFL. presided at the meeting.
Speakers included Alonzo F. Young,
past president of the State Federation; Frank C. McDonald, secretary
of the State Federation; Lester N.
Bragdon, past president of the Central Labor Union, and John A. Russell. projectionist at the Empire
Theatre.

POLI THEATRES, INC.,
APPEALS TAX CHARGE
Bridgeport, Conn. — The Poli-New England Theatres, Inc., has filed in superior
court an appeal which declares as excessive the tax assessments totaling $2,275,400
on its four Bridgeport theatres and the
site of the old Plaza Theatre. Of the total
amount of the assessed valuations, the land
is assessed at $1,272,955 and the buildings
are assessed at $1,002,085. The court is
asked to fix a fair market value on the
property.
The theatre company is appealing from
the Board of Relief’s decision which refused to reduce the assessments made by
the tax assessor.

Maglena Renovating
Windsor Locks. Conn. — Contracts for
new chairs, ventilating and drapes for Dave

KEITH'S

LOSS

IN HUB

LESS
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of the defeat of the miscellaneous or luxury tax bill in the recent
of the legislature and the substitution of a one per cent retail sales tax,
theatre men throughout the state are not
overly-happy. They predict that the sales
tax bill will be defeated when the people
vote on the question in August and that
chances are a special session of the legislature will be called and the luxury bill
again presented.
"The Good Earth” opened a week’s roadshow engageinent at the Empire April 29,
ivith Phil Davis, road manager, checking
the rmi.

The State Theatre tied in with National
Music week with the screening of a 10minute technicolor short. All local music
clubs were contacted.
Paramount nr::s photographers shot
Lewiston- Auburn strike scenes last week.
The

film was ready for screening, Thursday. April 29, making it possible for the
State to scoop the town.
John Lomac, assistant manager of the
Columbia Theatre, Bath, is convalescing
at the State
pendectomy.

Richard,

Operators' Union

Boston — The Moving Picture Operators
Union, Local 182, has voted to admit 15
new members. The organization is headed
by Thad
C. Barrows, internationally
known projectionist and the only member
of his craft to belong to the Academy of
Motion Picture Arts and Sciences, and has
been established for 27 years. Membership
has been greatly restricted for a number
of years.
Part
The

of Expansion

admissions

Program

are being

made

because

of a newly adopted expansion policy, according to an organization leader, who
emphatically denies the allegation made to
Boxoffice by another union member that
the action was being taken because of a
possibility of direct competition with the
CIO in the projection field. It was quick
action by Local 182 that organized Boston
exchange workers after attempts had been
made by the CIO to bring the film district
employes into line. James Burke, business
manager of the operators’ local, is also
business manager of the Boston Film Exchange Workers Union, Local 20450.

Maglena’s Rialto Theatre have been let
and work will begin in a few weeks. Redecoration also is planned, with Charles
Fiori in charge. The entire renovating job
contemplated is estimated at $10,000.

New York — Keith’s Memorial Theatre
Corp. of Boston and subsidiaries reported
a net loss of $83,033 for 1936, compared
with a loss of $108,101 for 1935.

SPITE

Up Ed Sakolowsky
Lowell. Mass. — Anthony DiLorenzo and
Michael Daly announce the promotion of
Edward Sakolowsky to the managership
of the Capitol Theatre here. Sakolowsky
has been associated with the Rialto, New
Britain, Daly, Hartford, and Victory,
Lowell,

all DiLorenzo-Daly

houses.

Street

Hospital

from

an

ap-

vacation May 3. Walter, one of the "new”
fathers, expects to go to Cape Cod and
Boston to exhibit his young son, Calvin

Theatre
Haven,
nounced.

JN

session

Walter Dyer, assistant booker at the
Paramount exchange, begins a two-week

15 Admitted to

employes have also been approached by AFL representatives in New
but no action has yet been an-

PCOIRTILAMB

to Mrs.

The State
the Gannett
Baby

Dyer's

relatives.

Theatre in cooperation with
Publications, is sponsoring a

Contest.

Emily

Morrow

of the

Boston

M.

&

P.

office is on the road for Standard Theatre Supply Co., supplying small houses
with film and machines.
Lewis Gordon, operator of the State
Theatre, Farmington, dropped in at the
Paramount exchange recently for bookings.
Other Filmrow visitors of the week; Al
Bevan of the Boston M. & P. office; Carl
Divizia, RKO salesman, and Bob Murray
of Columbia, both spotted at Bill Freiday’s
popular Lighthouse Cafe. Incidentally Bill
has installed some new seats to take care
of the Cafe’s overflow.
For

the

first time

in

our

memory

a

double-stage show is being featured at a
local theatre. The Strand is billing a
musical revue, Bobby Henshaw & Co.,
dualed

with the “Olympic Ice Follies,” featuring Kit Klein, former Olympic champion. The Strand stage has been converted into a huge ice rink for the occasion. A feature and technicolor short are
also on the bill.

John Ford, Hollywood producer and exPortland man, forwarded a check for $500
recently as a contribution to the building
fund of the Earle MacNeill Randall Post,
American Legion, of Peaks Island. Ford,
known to Portlanders as John Feeney,
when

in Maine,

spends

at his father’s home

his summer

months

on the Island.
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HEYWOOD-WAKEFIELD
REPORTS NET CLIMB
Boston — The

consolidated

balance

sheet

of the Heywood-Wakefield Co., dated
March 31, shows that profits for the first
three months of the current year are
nearly doubled those of a similar period in
1936. The net profit during January,
February and March of this year — after all
charges, including depreciation, bond interest, and provision for federal income
taxes — was $101,664, as compared to $57,675 for the corresponding three months of
a year ago.
Bill shipments were 47 per cent ahead
of those for the same quarter in 1936, according to Heywood-Wakefield Co. Orders
received were 65 per cent ahead of incoming business for first quarter of 1936.

Demand

from page 55)

except for the purpose of making repairs or
to abide by the decision of a censor authority. We therefore further notify you
that any such suggested misframing is in
violation of the agreement which any of
your members exhibiting the picture have
entered into with us, will be treated by us
as such and vigorous action taken by us
to put a stop to any such alteration.”
‘‘Must
Boston

—

Screen

as

“Exhibitors

required

to

screen motion pictures in their entirety, as
served them by 20th-Fox,” declared Edward X. Callahan, Boston manager for the
distributor, to Boxoffice this week. The
statement came in answer to the resolution
passed by the Independent Exhibitors, Inc.,
advising Allied members to nullify alleged
paid General Motors advertising in the

first few feet of “Wake Up and Live” by
not showing that portion of the WinchellBernie musical on their screens.
The Independent Exhibitors, Inc., striking at alleged instances of commercialized
entertainment, urged members, in the instance of the aforesaid feature in which
the Time Square electric sign of General
Motors occupies a prominent place in the
prologue of the pix where the cast, etc.,
are given, to “eliminate this advertising by
a slight misframe of the title.”
“No Paid Advertising”
“There was no paid advertising in ‘Wake
Up and Live,’ to the best of my knowledge,” Callahan told Boxoffice. “The General Motors sign is shown merely because
it happens to occupy a central spot in
Times Square. Exhibitors are supposed to
project pictures as served to them by Hollywood. No one is forced to play the film.”
“Wake Up and Live” has just concluded
a highly successful week at the Metropolitan. It has been booked for a second
week in first-run Boston, day and date at
the Paramount and the Fenway.
AMERICAN
Grand

SEATING

Rapids,

REPORTS

Mich. — American

PROFIT
Seating

Co. for the quarter ended March 31 showed a net profit of $100,896, before provision for federal surtax on undistributed
profits.
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:: May

8, 1937.

Boston — WPA

Hartford Cameo Drops
Stage Shows
Hartford —

The

Cameo

Theatre,

projects,

reckoned

“One of the announced objects of the
WPA drama project is to demonstrate the
great field existing for drama at popular
prices to satisfy the hunger of the masses
for the stage,” the editorial reads, “The
idea back of the WPA reformers is that the
commercial stage is too interested in

pursuing a stage show and film policy
for many years, has adopted a
straight picture policy, with admissions reduced fo 10 and 15 cents. A.

while Larry O’Neill, former manager,
is said to have new connections outside the territory. The 4,000-seaf
State is now the only Hartford theatre to continue vaudeville.

“The WPA has had a chance to try out
its popular-priced scheme. It has about
eight theatres going full blast in New York
profits.”
City.
Some are dismal failures at very
cheap prices. The most successful are run
at enormous deficits.
“The ‘New Yorker’ presents some figures
of the ‘Dr. Fautus’ WPA show at the
Maxine Elliott Theatre. It is usually very
well patronized at prices ranging from 15
to 55 cents. Yet, playing at capacity, the
show loses $1,088 a week. This in spite
of the fact that 43 out of 44 in the cast
receive but $23.88 a week, that no royalties
are paid, that advertising expenses are only
$100 a week and stage hands etc., get but a
third of the union scale.

Manager Edgar Lynch of the Cameo, who
always takes his vacation early, is sidestepping Virginia Beach for the first time
in years. He plans to visit Baltimore, his
home town, arid go west to Chicago.

“If with all these tremendous advantages over the commercial theatre the
WPA, with one of its most successful shows,
goes in the hole so far each week, how is
it possible, save by the government paying
all the expenses, to make a go of this popular theatre? And how long will the gov-

The American Seating Co. is installing
seats
field. in the new Brooklawn Theatre, FairMatt Saunders has been named
visor for the Loew Lyric.

drama

as a competitive factor by motion picture
theatre operators, is given a mild drubbing
in an editorial published in the Boston
Post, one of the better Hub dailies.

SAUNDERS, Loew-Poli manager,
]y|ATT
went to Washington with the PostTelegram carriers and returned by plane.

Served”
are

Cheap Legit Impractical
D. Goldberg, owner, and his daughter, Miss Bessie Goldberg, former
assistant, will manage the house,

Retraction

(Continued

WPA Drama Losses Show

super-

ernment continue to do it?”
Humphrey Doulens, Post-Telegram film
critic, has joined the Ringling circus for
six weeks.

Honor Doulens

The

Bryan Memorial Theatre, Washington Depot, has been doing increased
business while the Star, New Milford, is
closed for extensive remodeling .

Bridgeport,

rnVVn

1 nii
BETWEEN
Three

FOR

EXHIBITORS

d 1C

An

STREET

WHEN

Boston, Mass.

<5. MASSACHUSETTS

Six minutes’ walk from film district
minutes from all Baek Bay Stations. Elevated bus
Transfers to all parts of Boston and suburbs.

150 ROOMS,

ALL WITH

Suites for famiiies of four; parlor, two bedrooms,
Doul>le rooms — $2.50, $3.00, $3.50, $4.00 a day

Garage

nearby — Cars

Excellent New

SPECIAL

WEEKLY

called

and

England

for

Food

IN BOSTON

455 Columbus Ave.

V U X

DARTMOUTH

Doulens,

left May 3 for a six weeks’ tour with the
Ringling circus, was honored at testimonial dinner in the Stratfield Hotel on the
eve of his departure.

Prices at the Lyric, first-run house, have
been cut from 40 cents to a quarter top.

HEADQUARTERS

Conn. — Humphrey

film critic of the Post and Telegram, who

AVENUE
line

by

door.

BATH
bath — .S4.00, $5.00, $6.00 a day.
Sinele rooms — $2.00, $2.50 a day

RATES

delivered.

Rate

50c

for

24

hours.

Served in the Savoy Cafe

Club Breakfast 15c to 65c
Luncheons
25c to 50c
Dinners 50c, 75c, $1.00
GEORGE
E. CLARK,

Also a la carte menu
No iJcense Dining Room
No room service charge
Manager

^HE
opening
“The Good
at the
the
College
was ofliterally
high Earth”
hat, with
governor, the mayor and a good part of
the remainder of the audience in full dress.
Mrs. Walsh, mother-in-law of Pearl Buck,
was among the first-nighters, many of
whom took part in the lobby broadcast over
WELI. Ben Cohen’s ad in the classified
section inquiring for a pair of buffaloes
brought forth such a deluge of the animals
that for a while Ben was buffaloed.
Phil Sherman, in charge of the Imperial
office here for the past few months, is now
reported to he Connecticut representative
for Monogram. There has been no talk of
establishing an office. Morris Weber remains at the Imperial office here.
With new seats, floor, carpet, booth and
interior decorations, the 700-seat Lawrence
emerges entirely atti’active and modern,
outstanding in neighborhoods, along with
several others remodeled these past months
in New Haven.
Malcarni’s Essex Square has a new veiitilating system.
Nathan Lamport opened the new 350seat Glastonbury Theatre on Saturday.
Having exhausted his supply of sons and
sons-in-law over the suburban circuit,
Lamport reports he will manage the house
himself.
Rumors that Fred Quutrano of the Lido,
Waterbury, is dickering for a theatre out
of the state . . . John Patterson, former
manager of Poli chain under Fox, is now
at the Mt. Eden Theatre in the Bronx . . .
Abe Mattes, working on the advertising for
local issues of the Loew Moviegoer in Boston and Providence by July.
An interesting bit of community theatre
cooperation was evidenced recently when
in an open letter to citizens of Westport,
appearing in the Westporter, a committee
of prominent artists and writers urged a
guarantee of support for “Carnival in Flanders” which it desired shown at George
Comden’s Fine Arts Theatre, and for pictures shown there in general.
En route to the Plaza, Worcester, opening, Harry Shaw and Erie Wright sidetracked a bit over the weekend at Narragansett.
Town Topics, successful local talent I’evue at the College, will be brought back
for a week in June . . . The balcony of the
Globe, Bridgeport, closed for some time,
has been opened to the public.
“Ecstasy,” much-discussed “sex” film,
has its first hooking in this area at the Lincoln Theatre, starting May 11.
Mr. and Mrs. Harry Gibbs were among
the weekenders in New York.
“Hit Parade” opened to excellent business, klieg lights, orchestra in lobby, daffodils to the ladies, and the mayor, at the
Majestic, Bridgeport.
Jack Brassil, of
weekly Elks Bingo
when his mother
and his name was
prize.
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the Poli staff, missed the
night for the first time
passed away last week —
called for the $100 door

Flood P. A/s at
Flood Stories
Wheeling,

W.

Va. — Last

January

George Teufel, theatre manager here,
booked “Captain Calamity” (GN),
and two days later the flood waters
of the Ohio stood five feet deep in
his theatre. This week he booked
GB’s “River of Unrest” and the flood
was
deep. his only customer — several feet

PKOVIIDIIEMCIE
THOUGH daylight saving time and
the coming of ideal spring weather
that jams every highway with automobiles
isn’t enough to worry about, Narragansett
Race Track opened May 1 to give Rhode
Island theatremen further headaches. Opening day’s crowd estimated between 35,000
and 40,000 and mutuel betting windows
totaled $706,830 during the day. And maybe you don’t call that opposition.

turned from a bit of a voyage on the Spanish Main.

But there’s a ray of sunshine for all
that.
theatresProvidence’s
on the same“Big
day.Five”
May first-run
1, upped
their admission scales five cents per ticket,
to a top price in most cases of 50 cents
for evenings. This puts admissions hack
closer to where they belong and in the first
24 hours the new scale was in effect no
strong protests had been registered by a
single patron at the boxoffices.

Myron Glickman has darkened the
Crown in West Springfield . . . Morris
Sharaf, Coolidge Corner and Brookline
theatre operator, is said to have sold his
interest in Pemberton Inn, Hantasket spot
. . . S. A. Kimball has closed Pike Memorial
Hall in Cornish, Marne.

Shea’s Paramount, Newport, has added
five acts of vaudeville to its Sunday night
programs, starting May 2. This makes two
Newport houses using vaudeville Sundays,
E. M. Loew’s Colonial having adopted the
policy several months ago.

BOSTON
(Continued

from page 59)

John Concannon has been appointed
manager of the Bayside in Hull by M. and
P. Theatres Corp. He was formerly assistant at the Egyptian in suburban Boston.
Ben Domingo, manager of the RKO Boston, states that the first-run theatre which
has gone off vaudeville will probably not
resume the film and flesh policy until fall.
The house is to be renovated.
has been shifted from the
post of manager at the Criterion in Roxbury to a similar position at the Central
Square in Cambridge.

The Pippett Players, summer stock troupe
holding forth at the Barn Theatre in Cumberland Hill, not only are the first summer
stock to get in operation in the nation hut
achieved further distinction this week by
switching their opening nights from Mondays to Tuesday; giving Sunday performance instead of Monday. Sunday movies
are not new in Rhode Island, but Sunday
“legitimate” attractions have never been
done before.

J. J. Donahue

Mrs. A. Couture of the Strand in Fitchburg was in the district last week. She is
planning to remodel and reseat the balcony of the theatre.
Herman Ashan is now booking in the
M-G-M Boston exchange, working under
Booking Manager Charles Repec. He was
recently with the Washington office.
Mrs. G. L. Emmons, who operates the
400-seat Bijou in Morrisville, Vermont, was
in the district last week. Her son, Edward
Emmons who operates the 375-seat Lyric
in nearby Waterbury, accompanied her.

Roadshow plans are being laid for “The
Good Earth” in Nashua and Manchester,
N. H.
Three horses galloping down Church
Street at one time last Saturday recalled
to some the days when a livery stable was
located on the site where United Artists
now stands. A bar room was situated across
the street at that time.
Monogram

men here are planning to
attend the company convention in Chicago on May 5. Ben Welansky, Steve
Broidy, Leo C. Britton and Phil Sherman
are among those planning.
Nora Kelly, secretary to Manager Edward
X. Callahan of 20th-Fox, has returned from
a fortnight at Virginia Beach, near Norfolk, Va.

Community Theatre, Wakefield, received
so much favorable comment on the Saturday morning kids’ show given during its
anniversary week that a similar matinee
was given May 1, with free candy for every
youngster attending.
Thornton’s Theatre, West Warwick, has
just completed installation of new seats
which are expected to add to the Pawtucket
Valley theatre’s popularity. Theatre has
also just inaugurated a Wednesday night
silver-service giveaway.
Don Desmond, chief of staff at Loew’s
State, back in town again after a nine-day
relief shift as assistant manager at the
State in Boston. Joe Boyle, regular assistant manager at that house, went over
to the onOrpheum,
trick
his job. Boston, during Desmond’s

SUMMER

POLICY SETS

HARVEY
Torrincton,

IN DANBURY

Conn. — ^With the shifting of

the Alhambra, reopened early this year, to
a weekend policy, for the summer months,
George Harvey, manager, goes back to the
Empress, Danbury, and John Scanlan, who
manages the Warner, Torrington, will also
take charge of the Alhambra. Eugene
Brassil, formerly transferred to Danbury,
is back at the Roger Sherman, New Haven,
as assistant, for the time being.
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COVBWNC

WEST

KENTUClCy:

MICHIGAN.

VIBGINIA

PENNSYl VANIA

WESTERN

AND

lATSE READY TO UNIONIZE FLINT
Jack Saxe Joins
Monogram Staff
Detroit — Jack

Saxe,

who

has

been

asso-

ciated with William Hurlbut in local independent film circles for seventeen years,
has resigned as office
manager of Republic
Pictures, to become
associated with the
newly organized
Monogram Pictures,
Inc. Saxe has disposed of his interests
in Republic.
Saxe will become
an officer of Monogram Pictures and
will be in charge of
the office. He will
Jack
Saxe
be associated with
Hurlbut and S. K. Decker, who both recently announced acquisition of the Monogram long-term franchise.
Hurlbut and Saxe were originally associated together with the Favorite Film Co.
Saxe thus returns to Monogram, where he
was connected for three years, prior to
Republic taking over the company two
years ago.
Monogram remains in the same exchange
quarters as Excellent Pictures and will
continue to handle physical distribution for
all Excellent product.

local

Variety

Club’s

Slippery

SLIPPERY
Rock,

ROCK

Pa. — Harry

of

the

Rich
Detroit — It By
wasGene
authoritatively

Filmrow

on

strike.

They

were

“sure

meth-

HOUSE
Batastini

for two

First, they pointed to the eightreasons.”
column streamer headline in the De-

business agent of the local operators’ union,
and four Flint independent exhibitors, representing 14 houses.

troit Times, which read “Strike Ties
Up Films.” Shortly afterward a
sausage factory delivery boy came
into the film building staggering

The Flint exhibitors who conferred Tuesday
afternoon with Kennedy were Jimmy Minter,

under

a heavy load of “hot-dogs” addressed to the “AFL, Film Exchange
Building.” To the wiseacres, these
two added up to one thing — Strike.
The answer really was that the
Times was referring to the Hollywood

who is president of American Theatre Science,
out-state booking organization, and operator
of three Flint theatres and one in Owosso;
Lester Matt, operator of four theatres; Doc
Eiseman, who operates two houses; and
Daniel Kesz, operator of one theatre.

strike, which

Butterfield theatres have used AFL operators in their house for years in Flint,
while the independent exhibitors have dealt
with an independent union. Wages and
privileges granted the independent union
are said to have been similar to those enjoyed by theDefinite
AFL.
Deal Near

later read

“Strike

Ties

UpAnd
Hollywood.”
the weiners were actually delivered for the big film exchange
party held Sunday night at the
Eastown Ballroom.

POTTER RETIREMENT
POSTPONED 30 DAYS
Detroit — Lieut.

Lester

Potter,

Kennedy advised Boxoffice that a definite deal probably would be signed within
the next few days. It is thought that both
the independent exhibitors and the AFL
made concessions in coming to terms. Kennedy stated that the independent union
members will all be absorbed by the lATSE.

police

theatre censor, who has served in that
capacity for 27 years, will remain at his
post all this month and will not retire until
May 30, instead of the first of this month,
as had first been announced, he told Boxthis

Kennedy has been known for his peaceful organization methods, and for his determined opposition to violence and unorthodox tactics in union work. It is this
stand that has advanced the high standing
of the local lATSE and is aiding Kennedy
in this present move to consolidate union
projectionists under the AFL throughout
Michigan.

week.

Saturday, when he hit at a “strip-tease”
dancer at a local beer-garden. Potter and
his aides arrested the girl, billed as Shang
Lee, “Chinese Princess,” when they said
she appeared in even less than Gypsy Rose
Lee in her famous strip number.

KENDIS
Pittsburgh — J.

and

P. W. Means have dropped plans to build
a new theatre here.

learned

this week by Boxoffice that the lATSE
practically has completed arrangements to
make Flint, Mich, theatres 100 per cent
union operated. This was learned following a meeting between Roger Kennedy,

The censor grabbed local headlines again

od of presenting motion pictures for shutins will be adopted nationally by the organization, according to a notice sent to all
chapters by Johnny Harris, national chief
barker. All chapters have been advised to
obtain trucks similar to the one donated
to the local club by Harold Robinson.
NO

Detroit — Many

wiseacres were “sure” last Saturday
that the film exchange employes were

office

To Follow Detroit
Detroit — The

Negotiations About Ended
for AFL Operators in
All Theatres

Circumstantial Proof
Misleads

The Flint agreement will include the Minter Theatre, operated by Minter in Owosso.
The two Butterfield theatres there are
already AFL operated.

IN PITTSBURGH
D.

Kendis,

OBSERVES
Hollywood

Monongahela,

producer for Jay Dee Kay Productions, was
here over the weekend negotiating with
state-righters.
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Gray

observed

his fifteenth anniversary as an exhibitor
here last Saturday. He operates the Bentley Theatre.
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H. M. Richeij Cautions
on Product Fight Cost
Detroit — With the buying season a few
months off, H, M. Richey has sent a bulletin notice to members of Allied Theatres
of Michigan asking them to use common
sense this year and be fair with their competitors in their product purchasing.
T never yet have seen a product fight
that made a thin dime for either party,”
writes Richey. “Either the cost is increased
more than the additional product was
worth or the other fellow, faced with a
product shortage, had to resort to plans of
marketing not generally felt desirable, to
keep in business.
"... Don't attempt to use your buying
organization, your competitor’s personality
or a million other alibis because you attempted it or accomplished it ... It is you
who will be driving the other fellow to
what is generally called 'unfair competition
or unfair competitive methods’ if you fail
to see the wisdom of equity in evei'y thing.”
Richey concluded by advising each and
every member to think it over before he
"hogs all the product,” from his competitor,
and strongly suggested that they “live and
let live” and give each other the opportunity of having an equitable amount of
product, so that both may be able to make
some money out of the business.

ARCHITECTS NAMED
FOR STAR AT MILFORD
Milford, Mich. — Bennett and Straight
of Dearborn are architects for the new Star
to be erected here soon by Mr. and Mrs.
R. G. Hewitt, operators of the present Star
Theatre. The new house will be erected
on the site of the present house and will
seat 400 persons.
The

new theatre will be completely modern, fireproof, and finished in black and
tan Maul-Macotta. Work will start on the
building as soon as contracts are let for
the structure.

Detroit— "Polygamy,’’ which is being
distributed in this territory by A1 Dezel,
opened this week at the Downtown Theatre, and may be set in for a second week.
The picture, produced by Ted Toddy who
was here to assist in the opening cam-

Peckham

to Meeting

week to attend the company’s first annual
convention to be held in the Ambassador
Hotel, Los Angeles. The first session will
Thursday, May 13. “We will announce 65 pictures for the 1937-38 season

at the convention,"

64

said Peckham.

addicts to take photos in any portion of the house on Monday nights.
Prizes totaling $50 will be awarded
monthly by the Fox for the best
candid

camera shots taken
teurs entering the contest.

by ama-

gAMthe BROWN’S
Theatre
to be
scene this Dexter
weekend
of theis Grand
River Star’s neighborhood
fashion school.

to motion

picture thea-

Mrs. S. S. Sutherland, chairman of the
preview committee of the Greater Detroit
Motion Picture Council, is understood to
be planning an extensive campaign against
carnivals, church festivals and Keno and
Beano games in churches.
"It is about time that something was
done against carnivals coming into the city
for one week, milking a certain vicinity
dry, and then leaving,” said a local exhibitor this week. “In the meantime, the exhibitor who pays taxes every day in the
year, is forced to lose considerably during
that week, while his expenses go on as
general

and

Glenn Cross celebrated his twenty-ninth
year of married bliss with the missus last
week in Battle Creek. In attendance were
Mr. and Mrs. W. S. McLaren, Jackson;
Mr. and Mrs. Claude Cady, Lansing; and
Mr. and Mrs. H. M. Richey, Detroit.
Elmer Balaban, of the Brothers Balaban,
Chicago, was a local visitor last week. He
was in for business conferences with the
manager of his Adams Theatre here, Charlie Perry. Incidentally, Charlie Perry has
now returned to active duty on the Variety
Club, since he was able to throw away
those crutches last week.
A. M. Siegel of the Chicago office of
General Register Corp. was visiting local
dealers of his company this week.

last week, what with that “elegant” paper
shower as they entered the taxis in front
of the film building.
For once a woman can’t talk back. Ralph
Peckham, Grand National manager, has
installed an
system. The
called on
Ralph.

Detroit — With summer approaching —
the season which brings plagues of carnivals to the city — agencies are beginning
work to campaign against these and other
similar competition
tres.

cooking

The Metroites gave the conventionbound voyagers a royal Broadway send-off

Detroit Exhibitors
to Oust Carnivals

manager

of Allied,

is
planning to contact numerous organiusual.”
zations within the next few weeks, with a
view toward having permanent relief from
traveling carnivals coming into Detroit,
under the guise of aiding charitable groups.

inter-office communication
girls in the office can be

it but

they

can’t

talk back

to

Jim Sharkey’s sales staff is still going
to town in the Jules Levy drive and this
week stood first among all the exchanges
in the United States in the contest.
Walter Morgan is now aide to Bernard
Brooks and Ray Schreiber at the Crystal.
Sid Bowman

of United

Artists is so used

to forecasting to exhibitors how much business his product will do that when he became the proud father of a bouncing baby
girl last Friday he just doubled the heiress’
weight and exclaimed: “Fourteen pounds,
six ounces.” Finally, we learned the exact
weight of seven pounds, three ounces.
Mother and daughter are doing fine.
Claire

Winnie

of the

Dix

Theatre

has

moved

his office down to the Film Exchange Drug. You should see him sorting
all his invoices and checks there as he talks
figures with salesmen.
Harlan

Starr is doing more forecasting.
(Continued on page 67)

NEW

expose

Detroit — Ralph Peckham, branch manager for Grand National, was to leave this

open

Detroit — Capitalizing on the new
candid camera craze, the Fox Theatre here has set aside Monday night
every iveek for candid camera fans.
The theatre advertises it as an added attraction, permitting the camera

H. M. Richey,

"Polygamy" Draws

paign, is billed as “a sensational
of polygamous cults in Arizona.”

Candid Camera Nights
at Fox in Detroit

» IE T K €> ll[ T

Honor Fred Schader

THEATRES

Detroit— Freddie Schader. who has returned to Detroit to handle the exploitation campaign for Columbia’s “Lost Horizon,” was welcomed with an elaborate press
party at Cliff Bell’s Commodore Club last
Friday. Attending were Norman Hill, private secretary to Governor Frank Murphy;
Amos

Beatty, secretary to Police Commissioner Heinrich Pickert; film critics, city
editors and society editors of the local
newspapers.

FINANCED
MILTON

STRAUSS

2627 David Stott Bldg.
Detroit
Telephone: Cadillac 4712
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PENNSYLVANIA LAWMAKERS TO REST
MIDEAST DELEGATES
WIN METRO AWARDS
Hollywood — Highlighting Tuesday’s session at the M-G-M sales convention here
was the presentation of various awards for
achievements during the past year by the
company’s sales force.
Two awards went to delegates from the
Mideast area. They included the two
weeks’

pay to the individual branch offices for the most satisfactory achievement during the year, and an award to
the salesmen credited with 100 per cent
records in sales during the past year. The
former prise was won by Manager Prank
Drew, Office Manager B. D. Stoner, Booker J. P. Harrington and Salesmen J. Sogg,
E. Vogel, E. H. Brauer of Cleveland.
Brauer was also the recipient of the latter prize as were Milton Jacobs of Cincinnati and Jack Sogg of Cleveland.
Metro

Delegates

Los

Angeles— Included among the delegates from the Mideast area attending the
M-G-M annual sales convention here, were
John S. Allen, Edwin M. Booth, William F.
LaSance, Milton J. Jacobs, Harry J. Sheeran, J. E. Watson, Charles J. Weigel and
Wade H. Windsor from Cincinnati; Edwin
H. Brauer, Charles C. Deardourff, Frank
D. Drew, John P. Harrington, Jack Sogg,
Bryan D. Stoner and Eugene Vogel from
Cleveland: Gilbert L. Becker, William G.
Bishop, Floyd W. Chrysler, John Dembeck,
Prank J. Downey, John E. Flynn, John F.

Session to Close May
Another Likely in

LEO PLAYS
-A’r

HOLLYWOOD

It was John Bembeck’s first train trip
away from Detroit, his home city, where
he is a booker.
Bill Bishop, Detroit exploitation man,
found himself pretty well exploited during
the trip. He is a double for Bob Woolsey,
of Wheeler and Woolsey, and was besieged
at every station by autograph hunters. He
signed everything "Robert Woolsey.”
Sol Gottlieb, Pittsburgh salesman, holds
the marathon card playing record for the
trip. He made a “sleeper jump” covering
the entire length of the train and played
in every card game he saw.
Folks who watched Lionel Barrymore
talk to Frank Drew of Cleveland remarked
on the facial resemblance, which is only
natural — they’re
Jack

Flynn,

cousins.
Detroit

district

manager,

drank nothing but milk — spelled m-i-l-k —
all the way out. He says he’s in training,
but nobody knows what he’s training for.

McCormick Begins
Exhibition Career

Morgan and Harold Sandelman from Detroit; Milton Brauman, Herbert W. Genter. Saul Gottlieb, John L. Kelley, John J.

Beaver, Pa. — Operating control of the
New Beaver Theatre here was in the hands
of A. W. McCormick on Saturday, May 1,

Maloney, Edwin J. Moriarty,
stuk and Jack Walsh from

his purchase of the property from
Schaffel being effective that day.

TWO

Jack B. MundPittsburgh.

RIALTO FILMS
BY PITT MONOGRAM

Pittsburgh— -Before departing this week
for Chicago to attend the sales convention
of Monogram Pictures, D. J. Selznick, local
manager of this exchange, which is known
as

Monogram -Royal Pictures, Inc., announces that two new independent productions have been acquired for distribution
in this territory. The new pictures are
Rialto Productions, titled “What Price Vengeance,” featuring Lyle Talbot and Wendy
Barrie, and “Fury and the Woman,” featuring William Gargan and Molly Lampnt.
Monogram-Royal Pictures, Inc., also is
handling “Epilogues,” described as filmrecorded music for use before the opening
of the show and at the close of the final
performance. This is a weekly service.

Kidding the Titles
other

night by George Bohn on the marquee of his Bohn Theatre here. The two

pictures he listed were: “Three
Girls” . . . “After the Thin Man.”

Max

“Denny” McCormick, 20th-Pox office
manager for a number of years, who recently resigned this position to enter the
exhibition field, was honored at a fine
testimonial dinner in the William Penn
Hotel the evening prior to his taking up his
new duties, C. C. Ktllenberg, formerly
West Virginia sales representative for 20thFox for many yeai’S, who has succeeded
McCormick as the local office manager for
the firm, was toastmaster, and the speakers
of the evening included i.he various distributing managers, including Edgar Moss,
20th-Pox district manager, and numerous
theatre owner friend who
welcomed
“Denny” into the ranks of exhibition. He
was presented with a set of best grade
matched golf clubs.
The New Beaver Theatre will be renovated extensively during the summer, with
the house in operation, and a gala opening
is .planned for early fall.

Smart

Pittsburgh — Word is received here at
press time that the Pennsylvania general
assembly in regular session will adjourn
on

May 21 and that another special session is being spoken of for this summer.
Meanwhile, MPTO
of W. Pa., Inc., is

lobbying at Harrisburg against numerous
adverse acts which are up for consideration. They are urging the passage of the
amendment to the Sunday Movie Law
(2039) which is out of committee on the
floor of the house.
Many

Pittsburgh — William G. Liebler, experienced film sales representative here, has
the staff of Monogram-Royal Pictures, Inc., D. J. Selznick, manager, announced on Tuesday, and the next day
Liebler departed for Chicago to attend the
Monogram convention.

Bills

Pending

Among legislative measures of trade interest now before the session, in addition
to those enumerated at various times on
these pages are: the Dent anti-injunction
bill, rigidly limiting the right of courts to
issue injunctions during labor disputes; the
Frey

40-hour- week bill; workmen’s compensation act amendments; minimum wage
bill for women and children; plan to establish a state-wide, centralized system of relief; regulation of public utilities; liquor

control measures; controversial “chain
store” tax; censorship bill; two operators
in a booth; special switchboard attendant
for theatres; uniform admissions; licensing
of theatrical managers and agents; legalizing gambling in connection with horse
and

dog races; state regulation of decorators and painters; numerous labor acts and
tax acts.

REP. FRANCHISE MEN
AS SOUNDING BOARD
Cleveland — Something new in national
conventions will be inaugurated by Republic Pictures when the roll is called in
Hollywood May 31 to June 3.
Instead of the usual gathering of sales
heads and salesmen at which the salesmen
and branch managers are informed of
what has been decided upon and what
methods shall be employed to sell the pictures determined upon by the production
heads, all Republic franchise owners will
sit in on the discussions of the coming
year’s production schedule and will tell the
production heads what types of pictures
the picture fans in each territory want to
see.
Nat L. Lefton, Ohio franchise owner,
feels that this is a most constructive move.
Cleveland delegates to the Republic convention in Hollywood are Lefton and J. S.
Jossey, franchise owners,
rel, sales manager.

-

Liebler to Monogram

Albion, Mich. — One of the best doublebill titles ever found, was the one used the

Summer

CONVENTION'

Hollywood — Gleaned by the roving reporter at the M-G-M
annual convention
held
2-3-4: at the Ambassador Hotel here, May

and
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Pitt Bowling League
Honors Loew Champs
Pittsburgh — Sixth

annual

banquet

of

the Pittsburgh Filmrow Bowling League,
staged Saturday evening in the Tudor
Room of the Fort Pitt Hotel, honored
Loew’s as the new champ outfit as the
various cash prize winners took bows and
collected on the line. The season had been
brought to a successful conclusion the evening prior to the banquet when the four
league leaders changed standings in a wizbang finish.
Presentations of the awards were made
by James H. Alexander, retiring president,
and the new officers were elected as follows: Robert F. Klingensmith of Boxoffice
was named as president; John Mayer, vicepresident; Joe Pemberton, secretary and
Pete Quiter, treasurer. The latter two
were reelected.
Loew’s, who led in the final two weeks
of play, was presented with the Columbia
Pictures trophy. Republic, the team which
had held top honors throughout the season,
finished in fourth position. Columbia was
second and RKO finished one game behind
Columbia for third place.
Usual evening of cards and diversions
followed the serving of a most appetizing
dinner.
Cash awards in the amounts of $112.56
were distributed as follows: Team Standings— Loew’s. $33.75; Columbia, $16.88;
RKO, $8.44, High Individual Average — Joe
Scholl, $11.25; George Tice, $5.63; Herb
Shearer, $2.82. High Individual Score for
One Game — Wilbur Hepp, $5.63; Joe Gins,
$2.82. High Individual Score for Three
Games — Joe Scholl, $5.63; Walt Walters,
$2.82. High Team Score for One Game —
Republic, $8.44; RKO $5.63. Booby Prize —
Monarch, $2.82. Joe Gins won the final
weekly award of $1 for the high score, having rolled a 224, thus copping second honors for the season.
Bowling
Jim

Alexander,

Banquet

retiring

Mho

has

been

an interested bowler throughout the half-dozen
seasons of the Filmrow League. Art Morrone, who.
due to illness was forced to retire from activities
this
were

season, and Ib J. Selznick,
in attendance at the banquet.

a

Which Means Increase
Cooling Plant Power
Ann

Arbor,

non-bowler,

Among
the visitorn were Tom
Twig, Neu
I niversal sales representative, and William Burke,
KKO
auditor, hoth atteiuling their first bowling
social here.

Mich. — Exhibitors

was
well represented b}> the
Perry, High Constable and operaTheatre, and Joe Nfazzei of the

Joe Hanna, 20th“Fox booker, and Joe Mazzei,
absented themselves for a short perimi and drove
to Beaver to extend their congratulations to A. W.
“Denny”
Met'ormiek, until May
1 the well likefi
office manager fur 20th-Fo\, wlui has purohase<l
the New’ Beaver Theatre, and who had assumed
the operating duties that da.\.
Bill Weiss
ing the floor

made
show.

a

late

appearance,

just

mi.ss-

start a machine-gun
Power make love to
the air-conditioning
to handle 150 pounds

BOXOFFT<''E
wishes to thank members
league for their cooperation during the
espe-'-iall y
furnished
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Pete Quiter
weekly score

and Joe
cards.

Glassport,

Pa. — This

who

borough,

without

film entertainment for several years, is to
have a second theatre.
Pete Gorris, veteran exhibitor, returned
to exhibition here in February when he opened a former theatre property, after considerable remodeling, as the Star Theatre.
This week he announced that property had
been purchased by the Glassport Amusement Co. and that plans for the new modern theatre for this site are being drawn
by Alvin Seiler, Pittsburgh theatre supply
dealer.

Pa. — Tom

Mix’s

Bart Dattola Bugs
W. Tarentum Grand
New

Kensington,

The property purchased this week is the
Grand Theatre, West Tarentum, Pa., now
under lease to the Liberty Amusement Co.,
of which C. J. Vogel is president. The
sale was made by Joseph Hute and the
transfer has been made. Dattola Amusement will operate the theatre when the
present proprietor’s lease expires.
Dattola Amusement will erect a new
modern theatre at Arnold, the veteran New
Kensington exhibitor announces. Property
has been acquired in the 1700 block Fifth
Ave., Arnold. Site is 66x120 ft., and the
plan is for a 600-seat house. Work will be
under way at an early date and the house
will be opened in the fall. The Dattola
family has resided in Arnold for many
years, Dattola having served several terms
on the borough council.
In addition to these activities Dattola
Amusement has renovated the local Paramount and Dattola theatres, and Western
Electric Mirrophonic sound systems have
been ordered for installation.

JAKE SILVERMAN TO
RETURN FROM TRIP
Altoona,

Pa. — Jake

here last Friday at the circus grounds by
mistake. The outfit was scheduled for
nearby Oil City. The mixup was discovered
a few hours later when the Wallace Brothers circus, featuring Hoot Gibson, arrived
on the local grounds. The Tom Mix crew
pulled stakes and hastened to Oil City as
the Wallace entourage set up its tents here.

Won
30
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40
32
33

54
52
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51
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HIGH

44
34
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50
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RKO

. . 000
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TEAM

SCORE

ONE

during the former’s

brothers have plans for

several new projects which will be announced in definite form at an early date.
It is known that they are to erect a new
theatre at Hollidaysburg and also a new
theatre here in Altoona.

To Build at Homestead
Pa. — John

Stahl,

exhibitor

here for many years and operator of the
Stahl Theatre, states that he expects the
return of approved plans from Harrisburg
this week for a new theatre which he will
erect here. He told Boxoffice the new
house would have 500 seats, would be modern in design and construction and that
the policy would be weekly changes of program.

Wolnik Acquires House

GAMK

W’ilhur Hepp
Joe Gins

Joe Scholl. .
■VValt Walters

vet show-

to returnimproved,
here this
week. Jake’s
health ispectedmuch
according
to his
brother, Ike, who has been in charge of

Homestead,
ST.\NDIN(iS

Silverman,

man, who has been vacationing in Arizona
and California since early last fall, is ex-

The

circus unloaded

Pa. — Bart Dattola, op-

erator of the Paramount and Dattola theatres here, has purchased another theatre
and is planning for the construction of
a fourth house.

the Strand
absence.

Hey Rube!

of the
season,

Pemberton,

battle, or let 'Tyrone
Loretta Young, and
apparatus will have
of moisture.

SECOND THEATRE TO
OPEN AT GLASSPORT

HIGH

Pete thiiter, league treasurer, and several other
regular howlers were absent due to other engagements which bad forin<*rTy been scbe<lule<l, and
clue to the fact that several night shippers were
duty at the exchanges.

will find

of a picture that has the customers sitting big-eyed on the edges of their seats,
this amount may increase by 50 per cent.
On a summer day, if 1,000 persons are
viewing a dull picture, the ventilating system will have to take care of approximately 100 pounds of moisture per hour. But
let the G-men surround the crooks and

FINAI.
Belle Vernon
presence of John
tor of the Ritz
Verdi Theatre.

of

their air-conditioning systems working 50
per cent harder this summer whenever
they offer their customers a torrid romance or hot gangster picture. At least,
so says Professor Axel Marin of the college of engineering of the University of
Michigan here.
Professor Marin, an air-conditioning expert, says that normally the average person evaporates about a tenth of a pound
of moisture an hour. Under the influence

Sharon,

Notes

president.

I More Action, More Heat

GAME
820
804

New

Buffalo,

Mich. — Charles

J. Wolnik,

projectionist for four year at the Buff-lo
Theatre, has leased the house and purchased its equipment from the former
manager, Roy Bachelder. Wolnik, who is
20 years of age, will be one of the youngest
theatre managers in this part of the state.
BOXOFFICE
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STEINBERGS OPEN
NEW SUPPLY
Pittsburgh— -A.

&

S.

FIRM

Steinberg

have

opened their new theatre supply sales and
display rooms at 1705 Blvd. of the Allies, a
three-story building which they have purchased and which is being remodeled and
modernized.
Now occupying their new quarters, the
Steinbergs announce that they have completed negotiations with the Air-Loc Seat
Industries, Minneapolis, Minn., for the
handling of this firm’s product. D. A.
Brennan of Air-Loc Seat Industries was
here this week in connection with the deal,
and the Steinbergs announced on Monday
one of the largest order for theatre seats
ever placed here. The order was for 2,450
chairs and was sold to the Alpine Theatre
Circuit of West Virginia.

Two Are Censured by
Cleveland MPEA
Cleveland— r/ie Cleveland

38 season at advanced cost to the

exhibitor.

Specifically, the association named
“Souls at Sea” and “High, Wide and
Handsome” from Paramount and
“Lost Horizon” from Columbia as
pictures bought for 1936-37 release
and held over for 1937-38 release.

BLATT BROS. TO ADD
NEW SOMERSET UNIT
Somerset,

Pa.' — A

new

theatre

with

DETROIT
(Continued from page 64)
a

seating capacity of 1,000 will be erected
by the Blatt Bros, circuit in Somerset,
Charles R. Blatt announced this week. A
site has been obtained almost across the
street from their Par-K and Grand theatres here, and work on the new building
will be started immediately. Blatt Bros,
also expect to open their Berlin, Pa., theatre about May 17. This theatre, formerly
known as the Pastime, has been completely
remodeled and equipped and will be known
as the Blue Ridge Theatre. Berlin hasn’t
had a theatre in operation for several years
since this property was partially destroyed
by fire, but will now be provided with one
of this section’s most modern small theatre.

PITTSBURGH
CLUB

VARIETY

TO AID SHUT-INS

Pittsburgh — ^Local Variety

Club,

Modernize Roosevelt
Theatre,

Center

avenue, has been extensively remodeled,
feature of the modernization being the installation of fine acoustic cork boards
throughout the walls and ceiling of the
auditorium. Mark Browar, operator of the
Roosevelt, is so pleased with the job that
he will have his own “private den” finished
with this material.

Della Opens in Flint
Flint,

MiCH.—More

than

1,200 persons

jammed into the Della Theatre here, last
Wednesday night, as it was formally
opened by Lester Matt. Representatives
from practically all of the exchanges in
Detroit were in evidence the opening night.
BOXOFTICE
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With rumblings of the Hollywood strike
reaching this far the first of the week,
Harlan told us: “Yes, sir, they’ll certainly
have to look to England and GB now for
Bill Sturgess, formerly with Universal,
product.”
is now telling of the virtues of Grand National’s lineup to exhibitors out in the state.

Illness of Lily Pons this week caused the
postponement of the Detroit Civic Opera
Society’s performance on Monday of “Lucia
di Lammermoor.” It will be given in the
fall. Thanksgiving Eve.
Jimmy Minter, Lester
man, Flint exhibitors,
Tuesday. Glenn Cross
here conferring with
Allied matters.

Matt, and Doc Eisdrove into Detroit
of Battle Creek was
H. M. Richey on

which

founded the Pittsburgh Milk Fund to which
radio fans contribute annually, has a new
charity project.
Members of the club are planning construction of a projection booth “on wheels”
and portable equipment, to be taken to
orphanages, children’s homes and hospitals
once a week for the screening of talking
pictures for little patients and shut-ins.
John H. Harris of this city recently was
re-elected as national president of the Variety Clubs of America at the annual convention which was staged in Omaha.

Pittsburgh — Roosevelt

Motion

Picture Exhibitors Association in
meeting May ^ unanimously adopted
a resolution condemning Paramount
and Columbia for allegedly withholding pictures on their 1936-37 release
schedule for release during the 1937-

Joe Mellon, formerly with Grand National, has been added to the state sales
force of Monogram Pictures.

Jack Saxe, who has just become associated with Monogram here, is attending
the convention of the company this week
in Chicago.
Most of the film colony braved the rain
Tuesday to take in the Tiger -Yankee series
opening game.

Charles E. Boyd, secretary of the Detroit
Retail Merchants Association, was the
speaker at the weekly luncheon of the Variety Club Monday. Carl Shalit and his
staff from Columbia Pictures will be hosts
at the luncheon on Monday.
Bill Green, with Rubinoff and “his violin” for the last two years as advance
man, was here this week visiting his mother, who has been ill in Grace Hospital.
Bill was formerly a publicist and trade
paper correspondent in Detroit.

I. J. London plans to return to Florida
next
tion. week for another couple weeks’ vacaMore

than 200 attended the film exchange union party last Sunday night at
the Eastown Ballroom.

BISSELL ACQUIRES
THREE NEW FEATURES
Cleveland — Holbrook

C. Bissell, president

of Imperial Pictures of northern Ohio, who
last week was named to the directorate of
Imperial Pictures, Inc., has acquired three
new feature pictures for immediate territorial release. They are:
“Manhattan Butterfly” with Betty
Compson, Dorothy Burgess, Kenneth
Thompson, Dorothy Grainger and William
Bakewell; “Murder by Television,” with
Bela Lugosi and June Collier; “Forgotten
Women,” originally titled “The Mad Parade” as released by Paramount, starring
Evelyn Brent, Louise Fazenda and Irene
Rich.
Bissell announces that he and his associate, Cornelius Linehan, have extended
their original three-year Imperial franchise to five years.

AROUND
GROUPS

100 THEATRE
IN PITTSBURGH

Pittsburgh — Don

“The

M.

Hall, conductor

Little Theatres” column

of

for the

Pittsburgh Press, estimates that in this city

and vicinity, there are about 100 producing
groups. Counting various miscellaneous
productions, he judges that there are
nearly 750 amateur shows in the Pittsburgh
vicinity per year. About 4,000 people actually work on little theatre productions in
this city per year. Hall states. Crowded
staging problems is given as the reason for
the changing of the local “little theatre
front.” Old groups disband and new groups
are born as a matter of routine. Hall
states that Pittsburgh’s little theatre circle
is the most expansive in the country — “except in Hollywood where it has become a

COSTARELLA
racket.”
STATE
Library, Pa. — The

TAKES
AT LIBRARY
State Theatre

here

has been acquired by Dominick Costarella
of Suterville, who took possession on May
1. Negotiations for the sale of the property
were conducted by Costarella and Andrew
Battiston, Library exhibitor for a number
of years. Joseph Costarella, formerly operator of the Grand Theatre, Suterville, is
managing the local house. Battiston continues his exhibition activities at Export,
where he operates the Ritz Theatre, and
at Roscoe where the house of that name
is in his possession. Costarella states that
the Library house will be remodeled.

Digs for Water;
Finds Gas
Wauseon,

O. — It was

a bit of luck

for P. R. Touney when he recently
decided to air condition his Princess
Theatre. He was drilling for water
on the property adjacent to the theatre to supply water for the cooling
system. But instead of finding water,
he found gas. And now, according to
report, he is getting some 10,000 cubic
feet of gas a day. Which
at all.

isn’t so bad
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pORMER State Senator Frank J. Harris,
president of the Harris Amusement companies, will be named as chairman of the
Republican committee of Allegheny county
in the near future, the present leader having announced his determination to resign.
No sign of any organized opposition has
appeared.
Another exhibitor friend made
lieve It or Not” Bob Ripley strip
urday when the likeness of W.
of White Sulphur Springs, W.
reproductions of his auto license

24 years, all numbered

the “Belast SatB. Hines
Va., and
plates for

“3” were featured.

Hines operates the village theatre at White
Sulphur Springs and also the theatre in
the de luxe Greenbrier Hotel there. The
Greenbrier auditorium is where the West
Virginia Managers’ Association
summer for a convention.

meet

each

Manuel Greenwald, manager of the
downtown Barry Theatre, took the marital
vows last week.
Nat M. Cherkosly's application to act as
a common carrier in delivering films in
McKeesport and other east boroughs has
been granted.
J. R. Kauffman,

New

Universal

branch

Vincent Scatena, local decorator, ivas
busy this iveek m,odernizing the Lincoln
Theatre. Rimersburg. Pa., for Mike Serventi. Scatena Studio will redecorate the
Lincoln Theatre, Neiv Martinsville, W. Va.,
for Dr. Koontz, starting in a few weeks.
Dr. Koontz plans the erection of another
theatre at New Martinsville.

Ann Simon, WB biller, reported back at
the exchange this week after an illness of
ten days.
Grover Taylor of Greenbank, W. Va.,
operator of the theatre at Durbin, teas
involved m a traffic violation Monday noon
when he attempted to drive his car from
the Blvd. of the Allies, making a left-hand
turn into Van Braam street. Another car
inbound smashed into and broke the corner
street pole in front of the M-G-M
exchange, damaging the auto, but no one was
injured, although Pete Alderman and
Marty Turner had to make a few athletic
jumps to avoid being run doivn. Exhibitor
Taylor was here to purchase equipment for
a neiv theatre which he has under construction at Valley Head, W. Va., which
is scheduled for an early opening.

Hagenbeck-Wallace circus, here May 8,
10 and 11, opens the outdoor season, with
the Cole Bros, circus, featuring Clyde
Beatty and Ken Maynard, following on
May 21 and 22.
Sam

Fineberg

of the Republic

exchange

reports an ill son, following the recent illness of his wife, and last Saturday a gas
explosion badly damaged
and she suffered shock.

his mother’s

home

Bill Finkel, south side exhibitor, departed this week for California where he will
vacation for a few weeks. Mr. and Mrs.
(Continued
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Q,EORGE
DELIS, circuit,
district hobbled
managerup offrom
the
A. G. Constant
Canton last week on crutches. He is recovering from a broken leg sustained in an
automobile accident . . . Frank Porozinski
of the New Victory is back from Florida,
wearing that contented look because his
orange grove gave the largest yield in the
past five years.

Pittsburgh — Newspapers on Monday announced that Safety Director
George E. A. Fairley would send a
representative to the Casino, local
burlesque house, to judge whether the
shows

were degrading to public morals. The task was assigned to John

O’Connor, city detective, who attended a performance at the Casino arid
found that the freeze had been put
on the strip-teasers. He reported that
“outside of a couple of jokes which
should have gone to the laundry, the

Max
week

directors

Holbrook C. Bissell, president of Imperial
Pictures of northern Ohio, while in New
York last week was elected to the company’s board of directors. Bissell and his
associate, Cornelius Linehan, have signed
a five-year contract with Imperial for
northern Ohio distribution. Original contract was for three years.

of the Society for the Sup-

pression of Vice and Stuff.” George
Jaffe, operator of the Casino, announced that he would ivelcome any
suggestion made by the department
of public safety.

CONVENTIONS
FILMROW

SLOW
ACTIVITY

all of the distributors

either at conventions or making plans to
attend, things have slowed down almost to
a stop along Filmrow.
The M-G-M-ers are on the coast. Frank
Drew, branch manager, all the salesmen,
the office manager and head booker attended.
Monogram holds its first convention at
the Drake Hotel. Chicago, on May 6. Nate
Schultz, northern Ohio franchise owner,
will be the local representative at the gathering. Warner Bros, convention in New
York, May 10-13, will take Branch Manager Milton A. Mooney east. Harry H.
Goldstein, Paramount district manager,
and John Himmelein, branch manager, will
leave shortly for the Paramount get-together in Hollywood.
Twentieth Century-Fox men attending
their convention in Hollywood starting May
26 will include District Manager George
Roberts, Branch Manager I. J. Schmertz,
all the salesmen and the bookers.
Universal’s gathering on May 13 in
Hollywood will include from Cleveland
Branch Manager Dave Miller, and the entire sales force, namely Joe Krenitz, Harry
Young, Jack Withers and Jack Lefton. Date
for the RKO convention has not been set.

Levys Name Baby
Pittsburgh — Mr.

and

Mrs.

Arthur

Lefkowich played “Broken Blossoms,” Imperial picture, at the Circle last
under its original title instead of

under the substitute title of “Limehouse
Murder,” which has proven popular in
some territories.

shoiv might be viewed without nervous breakdown by the entire board of

Cleveland — With

manager, was back on the job Monday following a weekend spent in Toronto, Can.

C1IL1IEV1IE1ILAM»

Freeze Put on Nudies
in Pittsburgh

H.

Levy, proud parents of a son, born last
week at West Penn Hospital, have named
the heir Jules Abraham, after their fathers.
Local Columbia Pictures managers and past
chief barker of the Variety Club has been
passing the cigars and receiving many congratulations. Mrs. Levy is the former Miss
Bess Lefkowitz, formerly associated with
the local Warner Bros, exchange.

"Good Earth" Record
Detroit — Off to a flying start, M-G-M’s

“The Good Earth,” should enjoy a profitable, long run as a roadshow at the Cass
Theatre. The first week’s gross was the
biggest of any roadshow ever shown here.

Ray Allison held a seven-day first birthday anniversary of the Shaker Theatre last
week, with special added features daily.
Roses

for the ladies on opening day, surprise gift packages for all patrons on two
specified evenings, ice cream for the children on Saturday, a special hand writing
expert, Lester Chafetz by name, on days
when there were no gifts, and top-notch
pictures for all three program changes. The
Shaker is owned and operated by the Associated Theatres circuit.

Out-of-town visitors of the week included: Martin G. Smith of Toledo, and
president of the ITOO; Ray Frisz of Bellefontaine, booker for the Schine circuit; W.
J. Powell of the Lo-Net, Wellington, who
has just returned from a vacation trip to
Hot Springs: Floyd Heigel, theatre owner
of Ottawa and Leipsic; Louise Stoll, with
theatres in Bellevue, Clyde, Shelby and
Tiffin: M. C. Berryman, Globe, Columbiana; George Fleischmann, State and World
theatres, Toledo, and George Planck of the
Palace Theatre, Marion.
John Huebner of the Ohio, formerly the
Grand Theatre, Marion, was up for the
openmg baseball game, all dressed up in
light spring togs in the most approved
“Oscar Bergman” manner.

C. M. Kahn, who recently sold his Alan
and Rex theatres, Toledo, to J. Diller, plans
to move out west . . . A. G. Constant has
bought the Epilogue series of 52 single reelers, released through Imperial exchange
for all of his theatres, including those in
East Liverpool, Portsmouth and Canton.
Other Epilogue contracts have been signed
for the Shaker and Loraine-Fulton theatres, Cleveland.
William Weiss has sold the Rialto Theatre to Associated Theatres. This gives Associated a circuit o/ 21 houses with a total
seating capacity of 22,879 seats. Myer
Fine, vice-president of Associated Theatres,
buys product for the entire circuit.

Philip Kendis, president of Exhibitors
Poster Rental Co., and the Missus are back
from Miami, Havana and points south,
where they have been since the first of
the year.
BOXOFFICE
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The Pulse of the Motion Picture Industry
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CIIIMCIMMATII
I^AURY
WHITE’S
Dayton,
Ohio, opened
this Dale
weekTheatre,
with complete
new equipment including canopy, seats,
Motiograph machine and air conditioning.
The opening was an enthusiastic occasion,
with the house crowded. White received
high praise and many congratulatory wires
from friends.
Word comes that the Broadway, So.
Parkersburg , is again closed . . . C. Pitcher
is 7iew owner of the Vienna at Vienna,
West Va., and Messrs. Christ and Kolter
have acquired the theatre at Spencerville,
Ohio . . . At Spencer, W. Va., the receivership has been lifted from the house operated by H. H. Robey.

New

York — Eric Peterson

Charley Behlen, operator of theatres in
Stanford, Nicholasville and Lancaster, Ky.,
has returned from a trip to the coast.

Warner’s new theatre at Danville, Ohio,
is scheduled for opening June 15. Their
Columbia at Portsmouth, closed since the
flood in January, will reopen May 8.
Charley Huneston of the Lyric, Lawrenceberg, Ky., was a visitor at the Row,
checking over his bookings.

Cincinnati friends of Arthur Levy, Universal manager for the Pittsburgh branch,
kept the wires humming with words of
congratulations on the arrival at the Levy
home of a son and heir, the first born.
Nick LeVene jr., departing with the Universal gang to the coast sales conference,
will spend his first visit in 20 years with
his father in Los Angeles. LeVene pere
is owner of the LeVene Advertising Agency
in Los Angeles, a warm welcome is assured
LeVene on his arrival.

James Conn has been added to the MidWest Theatre Supply Co. as Kentucky and
W. Va., representative. Conn has already
signed up for complete equipment Fred
Mays’ new theatre at Carrolton, Ky.
Annabelle Kelley of the ad-sales department of 20th-Fox left with the locals on
their trek to the coast, being one of the
five females in the entire organization
chosen to attend the conference.

Visitors stopping at the Row this week
included; John Dugan, Charles Albert,
Warner, Cleveland; Chris Pfister, Mayflower, Troy; Joe Lee, Cove, Covington,
and the Ohio at Tippecanoe; Mr. and Mrs.
C. A. Renfro, Savoy, Alexander, Ohio; Peter
E. Klein, attorney from Cleveland, handling
local accounts.
Following protests from the Civil Liberties Union and state-wide vigorous complaints, the Ohio film censor board at
Columbus rescinded their ban on “A
Greater Promise.” The Union held a meeting in Cincy at the Mayfair Theatre, at
which a private showing of the film was
given. The film may be shown with deletions, according to word received May 1.
At present writing a list of the deletions
had not been received.

70

has been

Submarine

Engineer

Peterson had an unusual war experience.
After graduating from the University of
Copenhagen, he went to Keil, Germany, to
learn submarine engineering. He was there
when the war broke out, and the Germans
pressed him into the submarine service, in
which he served a total of five and a half
years.
Upon his discharge, he came to the United States and immediately applied for
citizenship. He married an American girl
and now resides at Longmeadow, Mass.

FARKAS TO OPERATE
ROXBURY, PA„ HOUSE
Johnstown,

Pa. — Adolph

Farkas,

oper-

ator of the Rialto Theatre here, will construct a new theatre in suburban Roxbury,
plans for which are now being prepared.
The property acquired for the new theatre
is 50x189 ft., and the seating capacity will
be at least 500. Construction work will
be under way within a month.
Farkas, who has been an exhibitor in
Johnstown for 21 years, states that the
Roxbury house will be modern in every
department.
275 OPENINGS
New

SCHEDULED

York — Warner’s

FOR "PRINCE"

“The

Prince

and

the Pauper” is scheduled for simultaneous
openings in 275 situations throughout the
country during the week of May 8. The
billboard campaign heralding the film covers 1,400 cities in the U. S.

Educational Films No
Problem
New

York — Will H. Hays

is ‘‘the

great white father” to educational institutions i7i the 77iatter of motio7i
pictures, if the reactio7i of the film
department of Mercyhurst College,
Erie, Pa., is a criterion.
The Hays office sends a questio7i7iaire to educatio7ial groups spo7isoring 7iontheatrical film showings as a
guida7ice for servicing by the local
film exchanges. One of the questions
is, ‘‘What class of picture programs
do you desire to exhibit?”
Mercyhurst College answered: “Educational, musical comedies, historical— a7iy kmd that Will Hays says is

good.”

(Continued from page 68)

ap-

pointed eastern sales manager for Motiograph, Inc., manufacturers of sound projection equipment. His sales territory extends along the eastern seaboard from
Canada to Florida.
He formerly was a dealer for Motiograph
in New England. Because of his sales record and experience, as well as technical
knowledge, Joseph B. Kleckner, president
and general manager of Motiograph, prevailed on him to take the post of direct
factory representative for the company in
the eastern territory, where he will assist
Motiograph dealers and exhibitors.
Was

"Lost Horizon” opened at RKO Shubert
with lines of fans formed on the sidewalks
early in the day. Contests in newspapers
and covers for the tires of all public cabs
in Cincy were utilized for publicity.

PITTSBURGH

MOTIOGRAPH SALES
POST TO PETERSON

Harry Finkel, his parents, who have been
there for a number of months, will return
with Bill.
Nixo7i Theatre, “the world’s perfect playhouse,” which recently closed its best legitimate season in a number of years, will
be reseated during the summer. Renovatio7i of the house will cost $30,000, it was
annou7iced following a visit here of the
Nirdlinger brothers of Philadelphia, owners of the Nixon.

Daniel O. Morton, associated with the
Albert M. Greenfield and Co. realty office
here for the past two years, has been
named as resident vice-president for the
company which handles all real estate for
Warner Bros.
Complete
reports
the MPTO’s
legislative committee
wereof made
at a meeting
of independent theatre owners in the Hotel
Schenley last Friday afternoon. Members
of the mittee
local
exhibitor
have been
active organization’s
m Harrisburg comsince
the first of the year and their job has not
been a happy lot, although their services
have bee7i excellent. They urge better cooperation and support. Fred J. Herrington, William J. Walker and William L.
Brown,back
comprising
the MPTO’s
were
in Harrisburg
on thecommittee,
job this
week.

Variety Club’s two free trips to Hollywood have been won by C. A. Dietrich, projectionist at the Stanley Theatre.
The body of William Lynch, 65, brother
of Jim Lynch, former Bridgeville exhibitor,
was found two weeks ago in a woods near
Bridgeville. Death was attributed to natural causes. Jim Lynch announced several
months ago that he would reenter exhibition at Bridgeville, but there are no new
evidences that he will do so.

Sam Galanty, Columbia district manager
here several days ago, told us that our old
friend, Charlie Kranz, former local film
man and for a long period UA branch head
at Washington, has resigned this post and
has acquired the Imperial franchise for
the Washington territory.
Bill Davis, popular operator of the Triangle Theatre, East Liberty, made his first
appearance on Filmrow in about seven
weeks, having recovered from pneumonia.
Jim Thumpston, until recently manager of
the Rialto, Brownsville Road, city, is out
and around again after a several weeks
siege with laryngitis.
John Gorris, McKeesport and Clairton
exhibitor until about seve7i years ago, visited Filmrow friends this week. He is m
the restaurant business in eastern Pennsylvania.

Joe ‘Barney” Krenn, assistant to M. A.
Rosenberg at the Rialto, uptown Fifth Ave.
for the past eight years, is celebrating the
birth of a son. The Krenns are parents of
a daughter who also is welcoming the new
arrival.
BOXOFFICE
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OVERSEATING MENACE CLEARER
Illinois Not Ready
for "Divorce" Bill
Chicago — According

to Aaron

Saperstein,

there

is little likelihood of Allied’s “divorce” bill being brought before the state
legislature for some time to come.
Although bills are drafted for introduction into both senate and house, the present political setup is such, he says, as to
make

their present promulgation undesirable, and consequently they \vill be held

Fifteen Illinois Theatres Reported on Auction
Block

Commercial Television
Still Remote
Chicago — Television was minimized
as a future competitor of motion
pictures by Lenox R. Lohr, president
of the National Broadcasting Co., in

By CALVIN HERMER
Chicago — Further indications that the
current trend toward overseating in this
territory, as exclusively reported in last
week’s issue of Boxoffice, is becoming an
immediate and dangerous menace, are seen
in the fact that in only the last few days
more theatres have been offered for sale
than in many previous months.
15 Houses on Block

an address here this week. The tremendous cost of television will preclude its use anywhere except in the
nation’s largest cities for years to
come, he said. And even when it
becomes practical, Lohr argued, it will
not prove

a serious contender for entertainment time and money. Lohr

spoke before the Federated
ing Clubs of Chicago.

Several theatre “brokers” here have reported a total of about 15 houses in Chicago and upper Illinois which now may be
had at nominal figures. Only a few short
weeks ago the same theatres could not
have been bought at any price.

Advertis-

up for an indefinite time, pei'haps throughout the present legislative term.
The present political “battle” now being
staged at Springfield, where inter-party
lines are being tightly drawn over vital
tax matters, would probably prevent even
a hearing, much less any chance of passage, according to Saperstein, and for this
reason, the bill will not be introduced until the current smoke clears away.

MONOGRAM NAMES
SCOTT TO ST. LOUIS
Chicago — Announcement was made at
the annual sales convention here this week
of Monogram Pictures of the appointment
of Harry Scott as manager of Monogram
Pictures, Inc., in St. Louis.
Named to the post last week in New
York, Scott attended the convention here
and leaves this weekend to take over his
new duties in St. Louis.

AWARDS
METRO

St. Louis — Alderman Joseph Schweppe
plans to present to the board of aidermen bills providing for the collection of
a one-cent city sales tax to raise funds
for unemployment relief. He also plans a
gallon tax on liquor. He expected the two
tax measures to raise between $1,200,000
and $1,500,000 annually.

CONVENTION

Hollywood — The annual sales convention held here by Metro was highlighted
Tuesday by the distribution of awards for
achievements during the past year by the
company’s

sales force.

J. E. Flynn, district manager headquartering in Chicago, won the Billings Competition, consisting of two weeks pay.
Awards

consisting

of two

weeks

pay

to

the individual branch offices for most satisfactory achievement during the year went
to the following: Manager Felix Mendelssohn, Officer Manager J. G. Kemptgen,
Booker Miss E. Frank and Salesmen F. P.
Ishmael, T. L, Mendelssohn, D. E. Ross
and M. C. Brodsky of Chicago.
One

Two Tax Plans Brew

The principal reason ascribed for the
sudden turn-about in conditions is the loss
by the theatres of the highly profitable

HIGHLIGHT

of the

13 salesmen

credited

with

100 per cent records in sales during the
past year and rewarded therefore was E. J.
Lipson, Milwaukee. Short addresses were
delivered by District Manager John E.
Flynn of Chicago and Branch Manager
Samuel Shurman of Milwaukee.
Special

awards

for general

meritorious

cash

nice revenues every week. In Chicago another contributory factor to the sudden
slow-up

of business is said to be the recently introduced double features. Outside of the “A” and “B” houses, which
have sufficient pick of product to be able
to consistently offer their patrons two top
quality films each

CENTRAL EDITION Is One of the Seven Sectional Editions
in Which BOXOFFICE
Is Published Weekly. The Other
Six Editions Are: NEW ENGLAND. MIDEAST, MIDWEST,
WESTERN.
SOUTHERN,
EASTERN.

them

the

Coupled with these conditions is the fact
that more theatres are open and operating
in Chicago and vicinity than ever before,
and at the same time many more houses
are contemplated for erection. When the
cash games were flourishing, all houses
running them were doing well. But now,
with

the games out in Chicago, and running in something less than half of the
outlying Illinois houses, the number of
seats is getting to be top-heavy as compared with the number of patrons of
straight pictures.
Competent observers claim that if very
many
be

CALVIN
Chicago,

week, running

full seven days, the general trend of business throughout the city has been decidedly off.
Top-Heavy With Theatres

service, comprising a lion’s head pin with
a bar and one star, went to several delegates.

games, which, before the recent Illinois supreme court decision accounted for

more theatres are built the competition will become so keen and the business spread so thin that little profit will
made anywhere.

HERMER,
Central Editor, 908 S. Wabash Ave.,
111. Phones: Webster 2233-4-5. DAVID F. BARRETT, 5149 Rosa Ave., St. Louis, Mo. H. C. BRUNNER,
2820 N. 52nd St., Milwaukee, Wis.

Monogram Sales Quota Set
High; Plans 42 Features
Chicago — Announcing

a

sales quota

of

$4,333,000 for 1937-38, W. Ray Johnston,
president, formally opened the fifth annual convention of Monogram Pictures,
Inc., at the Drake Hotel here Friday.
Enthusiastic support was pledged to the
Monogram sales drive by representatives of
the 30 branches. The campaign will be
launched May 12 directly after the official
opening of Monogram key city exchanges.
Production costs will be raised on each
feature, and in the case of the "specials”
by a substantial amount, says Johnston.
Augmented production budgets were likewise considered in determining the sale
figure set for the coming season.
With an average increase of 25 per cent
in production budgets on all features.
Monogram will re-enter the field in 1937-38
with a program of 42 releases, the largest
number

yet to be announced by the organization. Twenty-six dramas and two

series of westerns will make up the year’s
schedule, it was decided at the fifth annual convention now taking place at the
Drake Hotel. Johnston is chairman of the
various business sessions.
The

First

July

1

Delivery on the first of the new Monogram releases has been set for July 1, at
which time eight features are slated to
be on hand in the exchanges.
Heading the program is a special group
of “Certified Attractions” for which important story properties have been purchased and outstanding players sought.
The signing of Jackie Cooper to star in
“Boy of the Streets” is the first step in
the company’s plans to line up important
name players. Titles in the group of specials thus far set are “Paradise Isle,” by
Allen Vaughan Elston, with backgrounds
filmed in Samoa, and Warren Hull and
Movita in the principal roles: “Romance
of the Limberlost,” by Gene Stratton-Porter; “College Sweetheart,” a musical based
on Leona Dalrymple’s Woman’s Home
Companion story, “Blind Date;” “Freckles
Comes Home.” a sequel to “Freckles” by
Jeannette Stratton-Porter and “Land of
Sky Blue Water,” with the immortal melodies of Charles Wakefield Cadman.
Other
Other

features

Features

scheduled

are Jack

Lon-

don’s “Wolf Call” and “Queen of the Yukon,” the first based on “That Spot.” and
the other on “Daughter of the Aurora;”
Roy Cohen’s novel, “The Outer Gate;”
Bret Harte’s “Luck of Roaring Camp;”
“Hoosier Schoolboy,” by Edward Eggleston;
Josephine Bentham’s Liberty Magazine
story, “A Bride for Henry;” “Scandal,”
from Kathleen Shepard’s “Tinetype of a
Lady;” “Saleslady,” novel by Harold Morrow, and “Federal Bullets” by George
Fielding Eliot.
Others are “Blazing Barriers” by Edwin
G. Reppone; “The Marines Are Here” by
Franklin Adreon jr.; “False Colors” by
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Jack Randall Signed

News

in Brief

"pHEATREwest and
owners
the NorthMiddlethroughout
West territories
are
taking advantage of their opportunity to
purchase and install in their respective
theatres the deluxe AIR-LOC full-upholstered chairs being manufactured and sold
by the AIR-LOC

by Monogram
Chicago — Jack Randall, educated
at the high school in Quincy, III.,
where both his parents were born,
will be starred in a series of western
features, it is announced by W. Ray
Johnston, president of Monogram
Pictures. Randall flew in from Hollywood to greet the 150 representatives of the company, now holding
its annual convention at the Drake
Hotel.

SEAT

INDUSTRIES,

INC.

This

company is selling its product directly to the theatre owner, thereby eliminating considerable cost that would otherwise go to dealers or salesmen. Those in
charge of AIR-LOC SEAT INDUSTRIES,
INC., state that most of the sales are being made without the use of salesmen
and in so doing, it is made possible to give
the exhibitor the finest quality product
tainable at the lowest possible cost.

Will Ask Rehearing
Illinois Gift Curb
Chicago — According to counsel
Iris Amusement Co., and Balaban

for the
& Katz,

for a rehearing from the recent supreme court ruling outlawing Bank Night
in Illinois will definitely be made.

Recent demands for AIR-LOC chairs
have been such that production has been
more than doubled during the past 30
days.

appeal

Notice

was

served

on

the Chicago

cor-

poration counsel’s office last Saturday, May
1, that application for such rehearing
would be made by the law firm of Spitz &
Adcock, representing the Iris Theatre and
B. & K., original defendants in the Bank
Night case. This is the first step in the
legal procedure of such cases, and is to be
followed by formal application to the state
high court at Springfield within the next
few days.
Claim

Sufficient

Presentation

The

arguments in the application for rehearing will be heard in brief form by the
court as quickly as possible, and if granted,
the rehearing on the case will be held the
latter part of this month. Decision will
probably not be rendered until some time
early in June, just before the current term
of the supreme court is ended.
Counsel for the theatre defendants claim
that the court ruled Bank Night to be a
lottery without sufficient legal argument on
that particular phase of the subject, most

AIR-LOC chairs are now being offered in various types of aisle standards

and with complete selection of upholstering materials from which to select patterns.

Long-time payment plans are being offered, which now makes it possible for the
smallest theatre to protect its business by
giving

its patrons the last word in comfort, inasmuch as through the easy time

payment plan, the AIR-LOC full-upholstered chairs can be purchased for as little
as five cents per chair per week.

A few of the many new theatres now
being constructed that will be equipped
with AIR-LOC full-upholstered chairs are
the following:
W. R. Frank’s beautiful 1000-seat
Avalon Theatre being constructed

of the argument having been directed toward Section 1901 of the city code and
Article 41 of the Charter of Cities and

on Lake and Bloomington,
neapolis.

Villages, between the two of which the city
has the power to prevent the distribution
of gifts by chance in Chicago theatres.

Eddie Ruben’s new State Theatre
at Montevideo, Minnesota.

Henry Brandt; “The Thirteenth Man” by
John Krafft; “Legion of Missing Men” by
Norman S. Hall; “The Girl Next Door” by
Stephen Warding; “Port of Missing Girls;”
“The County Fair” by Felice Hepburn;
“Flying Orders;” “My
Old Kentucky
Home;” “Telephone Operator.”

ob-

in Min-

George Miner’s new Falls Theatre,
Chippewa Falls, Wisconsin.
— Adv.
Cliff Norine’s new Frederic
atre at Frederic, Wisconsin.
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JT’S convention time again, and this year
a good many of the boys will be treated
to Hollywood visits while they listen to
the annual palaver of the homeoffice
execs on how good is the new product
and how it is the “greatest in the history
of the company,” etc., etc., etc.
The local Metro hunch left last Friday,
joining up with a special train which came
through from the east bringing that section’s contingent and went on to pick up
more until by the time it reached the
coast, the train was housing practically
the entire national M-G-M sales force.
Those who went from the Chicago office
were Felix Mendelssohn, Ted Mendelssohn.
Dave Ross, Max Grodsky, Frank Ishmael,
Fred Bartow, John Kemptgen and Edna
Frank.
The Warnerites, however, will be different. They’ll go in the opposite direction
and hold the convention in New York. The
Warner pow-wow opens Monday, May 10,
at the Waldorf-Astoria, and those who
joined a west-east train here from the
local office were: Leo Blank, Tom Gilliam, George Weinberg, Sid Rose, Bill Kahl,
Rose Herman, Bob Allen. Sam Clark is
already in New York so he will remain
there for the convention. Other Warner
offices whose sales crew were on the train
included Des Moines, Milwaukee, Minneapolis, Denver, Omaha, Los Angeles, Portland, Salt Lake, San Francisco and Seattle. Also almost a whole convention on
one train.
Charlie Kamp,
of alleged humor

whose intriguing sense
once graced the office

manager’s chair in the local United Artists
office, is now manager of the Villa Theatre on Halsted St.
That long-planned theatre to be erected
in Libertyville, 111., by Fred W. Dobe is at
last becoming a reality. Excavation was
started recently and the building, reported to be planned to cost nearly $100,000,
will be ready about September 1. It will
have 750 seats, and already a sign on the
lot says that Fred W. Dobe is building the
theatre. No lessee has as yet been announced.
All of Filmrow extends its sincerest sympathy to the Lasker family on the death
of Mrs. Goldie Lasker Krugman, daughter
of Jacob Lasker and sister of Ben and
Harry Lasker, who passed away last Monday. Burial was Wednesday in Anche Emet
Cemetery, Waldheim.
J. M. Dixon, who
Theatre in Flora, Ind.,
a new 500-seat house
be called The Adelphi

operates the Flora
is planning to build
in Adelphi, Ind., to
Theatre.

A new theatre is to be built in Vienna.
III.
Two new automobiles among our friends
this week. Sidney Stern of General Film
Co. acquired a new DeSoto, and Vance
Schwartz of Warner’s Orpheum in Hammond showed up the other day in a snazzy
Oldsmobile convertible that had the boys
green with envy.
Jack Osserman

and Walter Branson

(Continued
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Coronation Prints Will
Have Speediest Delivery
NOT
Speedy
St.

New

FAST ENOUGH
ConFilmitesvinceCan't
Cops

Louis — “Kid”

Regan,

film

men: “George Rafferty, the Fox Theatre’s
film operator, and Johnny Hanley, the
dance director, were tearing along Lindell
Blvd. at a terrific clip early last Sunday
morning when a speed cop pulls alongside
and asked a query or three. “We’re hurrying to mass and we’re a little late,” explained the motorists, hoping for leniency.
“Is that so?” asked the cop, sympathetically enough, and looking at his watch. “Well,
you’ll be too late for the first mass, and
if you drive over to the station with me
you’ll be just in time for the second one.”
“Jack Hynes, the film delivery man, is
another fast driver who had an experience
over the weekend. Jack was setting a new
record for the run to Cairo, 111., when overtaken by the champion speed cop of southern Illinois. “Sorry, officer,” admitted
Jack, without waiting for a breezy line
from the cop, “but I’m on my way to do
a good deed for 300 people who are sitting in a theatre in the next town waiting for these films I have here and if I
don’t get there they’ll be awfully disappointed.” “That’s funny,” snickered the
bluecoat. “In fact, it’s quite a coincidence. Business has been so bad with me
that the captain’s getting sore and if I
don’t bring somebody in pretty soon I’ll
get the gate. Turn the truck around and

Via

follow me.”

REBUILDING BIDS
BEFORE FRISINA
for

the

recon-

struction of the Frisina circuit’s Capitol
Theatre here are being received by John
B. Giachetto, managing director of the
organization.
Present plans call for an expenditure of
about $100,000 to rebuild the theatre into
the second largest house in the city, with
a seating capacity of 1,500.

local Paramount

Zeppelin

Broadcasts

Early

in the

Evening

The newsreels have made elaborate and
carefully worked-out arrangements for the
coverage. Meanwhile, Columbia Broadcasting and National Broadcasting will be bombarding the air with continuous accounts
of the event in the longest period of international broadcasting in the history of
radio. While untold thousands will remain
glued to their radios during the matinee
motion picture show hours, it is fortunate
for exhibitors that the coronation broadcasts will be over by early evening in most
parts of the United States.

OPENS

REMINGTON

Remington.

ROXY

Ind. — Harry

EXCLUSIVE

Williams

the New

Roxy

of

Thea-

DISTRIBUTORS

Chicago & Indianapolis
Film Territories
FOR

MOTIOGRAPH
MODEL HU DE LUXE
PROJECTOR
•
Everything For the Theatre

CUERCIO & BARTHEL CO.

Thank Indianans
Indianapolis — The

will be broken

The quick service will be accomplished
by sending the films on the zeppelin Hindenburg, which leaves on its trans-oceanic
flight for the United States the day following the coronation. Pathe News this week
declared its intention of scooping the four
other reels by dropping the film containers attached to parachutes as the dirigible
soars over New York’s Central Park or
over Newark airport, thus dispensing with
landing delays.

Chicago has opened
tre here.

III. — Bids

records

Star-Times

columnist, told these stories about

Springfield,

York — Speed

as the newsreels rush pictures of the coronation in London May 12 to America’s
theatres. Films of the colorful procession
and ceremony will be shown on Broadway
in New York on Saturday evening. May
15, according to plans, and will be flown to
other parts of the country as fast as prints
can be developed.

908

ex-

change feels very grateful to the Indiana
exhibitors for their splendid cooperation
in the Adolph Zukor drive. It exceeded
anything in the history of the company.
Barney Barnard is manager of the Indianapolis branch.

So. Wiibnsli
CHICAGO

GER-BAR,
442

N.

Illinois

Ave.

Inc.
St.

INDIANAPOIAS
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St. Louis Union Officials

LOUIS B. GOULDEN, who for the past
ten years has been president of the
Fountain Square Theatre Co., has disposed of his interests in the company and
tendered his resignation as president and

Report Political Expenses
St. Louis — A statement of political expenditures by high officials and members
of the local unions of the lATSE and
MPMO
filed with Recorder of Deeds English reveals they spent a total of $3,155.32
in their efforts to defeat City Comptroller
Louis Nolte for re-election, and that they
also contributed $3,175 to the Democratic
party.
Nolte
The

Re-elected

for Sixth

Term

employe to operate a traveling motion picture projection machine used to give picture shows in various institutions. John
P. Nick, lATSE vice-president, and other
local union officials wanted the city to
employ

union projectionists, but Nolte declined on the grounds the union would
require two men instead of one and that
the union scale was higher than the wages
being paid the city electrical engineer who
was operating the projection machine.
At the election

held in April, Nolte

was

the only Republican to be elected, being renamed comptroller for his sixth four-year
term.
The report filed with Recorder of Deeds
English reveals Nick donated $525; Clyde
A. Weston and C. O. Newlin, $200 each; St.
Louis Theatrical Brotherhood Local No. 61,
$1,000, and MPMO
Local No. 143, $1,250.
Among the large expenditures made by
the unions in the political campaign were
$899 for a sound truck and $600 for the
wages of a sound engineer.
Bill

for Union

Scale

and

Nolte

held a conference on the city’s projection
problems and finally Nolte agreed to the
introduction of a bill in the Board of Aldermen specifying that in the future the
projectionist must be paid the union scale
of wages. But the bill died in the last
session. It has been revived at the present
session of the aldermanic body. The bill
provides the projectionist must be paid
$230 a month. The former projectionist for
the city resigned from that post to relieve
Nolte of the fight being made upon him
by the unions.
Another bill that has been dropped into
the aldermanic hopper revises the safety
code for motion picture theatres and the
operation of projection machines therein.
It provides that one operator must be employed for each machine. An individual
two-operator bill was passed at the last
session but was later vetoed by Mayor
Dickmann. The unions’ agreement with local theatres now provides that an operator must be employed for each machine,
but
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The powers that be in the Milwaukee
exchange would do well to watch Eddie
Lipson’s next expense account. At last reports he was about $175 in the red during
the trip out.

many private picture exhibitions ignore the rule. Theatre owners have objected to the writing of a union requirement into the city ordinances.

in Chicago,

bright idea in Chillicothe,

Ohio.

He

had

a

want-

ed to “gang up’’ on a “guy we haven’t
been able to sell for five years.” The train,
hoivever. wouldn’t wait.
The food’s so good (and free) that Sam
Shurman, Milwaukee branch manager, is
almost

constantly

tormented.

After bring-

ing his weight down from 210 to 160 he’s
just about ready to go off his diet.
Adam

J. Shumow,

Milwaukee

doesn’t drink, smoke or gamble.
you can figure out his weakness.

salesman,
Possibly

It took a lot of talking to shame Fred
Bartos of Chicago out of a blue pants and
yellow sweater combination he wore on
the train. His convention attire is quite
modest.

Verdict Awaited
on Cash Nights
Indianapolis — Judge

Introduced

Just prior to the election Nick

LEO PLAYS
.vr

D. E. Ross, salesman

union hoped to retire Nolte to private life because he had permitted a city

director of the company. Goulden is president of the General Theatres Corp., which

Wilfred

Bradshaw

operates the Tower Theatre in Indianapolis and also heads the Stanley Theatres Inc., operators of many theatres in
Indiana. The Fountain Square Theatre
Co. operates the Granada and Sanders
Theatres in addition to the Fountain
Square Theatre.
Indianapolis

had

the pleasure

of having

a juvenile star as a visitor last week. Muriel Kearney, the 12-year-old actress, spent
a short vacation in the city with her uncle,
R. C. Kearney.
The Local Variety Club entertained Guy
Craig of Columbia and Curtis Butler of
Universal at a dinner Friday night in the
local tent. The dinner was given in honor
of these two men who have outstanding
records in charity work with Variety.
Mayor John Kern and Chief Barker Carl
Niesse made short talks on their achievements. About 75 members attended.
Lee Balsly. head of the 20th Century Fox advertising and sales division at the
home office, was a visitor at the local
branch during the week.
The Mid-West Theatre Supply Co., Inc.
(Ohio corporation) has been admitted to
do business in Indiana. They will manufacture and sell theatre and motion picture house supplies and equipment.
Sam Eibeck, Columbia booker, resigned
for a similar post with Affiliated Theatres,
Inc., with
offices in the Chamber
merce Bldg.
The

Alni

Theatre,

South

of Com-

Whitley,

has been taken over by Don
catur, Ind., exhibitor.

Ind.,

LeBlum,

De-

of municipal court was to determine Friday whether theatre cash night drawings
are legal.
The action was brought by John W.

Schwartz, circuit operator, is planning to build a new theatre in Beech
Grove, a suburb to Indianapolis.

Langwell against the Tower Theatre, General Pictures Corp., owner of the theatre
and Louis Goulden, company president.

Johnny Howard, formerly of Indianapolis, and now in Detroit at the head of
Paramount exchange, was a visitor along
Filmrow and local theatres.

The

suit set out that
clared winner of $100
drawing in the theatre
refused to give him the

Langwell was deat a cash night
but the manager
money.

Lewis Murchie, Langwell’s attorney, said
the prize was refused on the ground that
Langwell had registered twice for the
award. Before determining evidence in
the case. Judge Bradshaw first must
termine whether cash night constitutes
operation of a lottery.

dethe

"Art" Dancers Fined
St. Louis — Girl dancers must wear more
than a pair of sandals when they perform
here, even if they do call it art. City Judge
Ruddy has ruled. Recently he assessed
fines of $300 each on two dancers billed as
“The Girl From the Moon’’ and three men
connected with a carnival who operated the
sideshow in which the females did their
stuff.

Jack

The Wabash Theatre, Clinton, Ind., is
installing a new air conditioriing system.
The Amuzu
undergoing a
remodeling.

Theatre, Oakland, Ind., is
complete renovating and

A. O. Hassensall, operator of the Grand
Theatre, Evansville, is building a new 700
sealer on the main thoroughfare. The new
theatre will be a first-run.
The

Paramount

Theatre,

Indianapolis,

has installed cooling equipment.
klestein is the operator.
The

Maumee

houses,

has

Theatre,
new

Jack Fin-

one of the Marcus

projection

and

sound

equipment.
Harold
Theatre,

Hayes,

new

operator

of the Royal

Fairmount, Ind., is planning
tensive improvements in the house.
BOXOFFICE

May

ex-

8, 1937.

BUILDING PERMIT
REFUSED MEYERS
Glencoe, III. — Following a public hearing on April 20, the Glencoe zoning commission turned down the request of Sam
C. Meyers, operator of the Teatro Del Lago
and Wilmette theatres, for a rezoning
which will permit the erection of a $200,000 motion picture theatre on a triangular
tract of land at the northeast corner of
Scott Ave. and Glencoe Road.
Meyers had made application for a permit to build the house some months ago,
but it would have been necessary for the
section to be rezoned into a different classification before the permit could be granted. A postcard vote was taken throughout Glencoe recently to see what the general public reaction was toward the proposed new theatre. Reports are that over
60 per cent of the populace favored the
granting of the permit, but at the hearing
less than 20 per cent of those present declared their favor to the new theatre.
After the hearing, the zoning commission recommended that no change be made
in the existing zoning laws, which report
was referred by Village President Forest
D. Siefkin to Trustee George F. Brown,
chairman of the village plan commission,
for further study and report.

THREE FILE PLANS
TO OPERATE SHOWS
JNVITATIONS
have been extended to
Spencer Tracy, Fred MacMurray, Pat
O’Brien and Fredric March, all Wisconsin
actors, to attend the Allied States convention May 26, 27 and 28 at the Pfister Hotel in Milwaukee. Haven MacQuarrie, who
is on a talent tour, has also been invited
to attend.
Eugene Arnstein has been elected president of the Milwaukee Warner club, other
officers of which are Karl Kelley, vicepresident; Miss Eileen La Due. secretary,
and Tom Cornell, treasurer. The club has
an approximate membership of 500.
Ted

Bolnick,

page

Film

Arts Corp. has filed articles of incorporation in Milwaukee with Edward

Stefan, Archie Hadley
hardt as incorporators.

and

Robert

Rein-

Charlie Wilcox recently staged a kiddies
potato matinee at the Badger Theatre in
Merrill with the admission being one potato. Several bags of potatoes collected at
the matinee were donated to the Merrill
Ass’n.

A conclave of Warner managers and
theatre executives is planned for May 17
in Antioch, 111., to wind up the current
contest between the Wisconsin and Chicago sections of Jimmy Coston’s zone, in
which the Wisconsin boys are way out in
front.
John Ruddy, former Great States manager from Streator, is the new manager of
Alger’s Valley Theatre in Spring Valley,
replacing “Lindy” Kassul who was moved
over to the Hub in Rochelle.

PLAN NEW THEATRE
FOR WEBSTER GROVES

Kirkhart,

manager

of Prisma’s Capitol Theatre in Litchfield,
III., that circuit is planning to build a 450seat second run theatre in the town.
And never let this weekly column be
closed without giving a grateful salute to
the

boys of the Variety Club of Indianapolis for their kind treatment of this
writer on his initial visit to their live-wire
“Tent” last week. It was not only a pleasure to renew old acquaintance with such
swell guys as Barney Barnard, Marc Wolf,
Perc Barr, Carl Harthill and Carl Niesse,
but a happy occasion in meeting all the
rest of that grand bunch.
BOXOFFICE

May

authorized

capital of $12,000

poses to produce, deal in, and
tion pictures and theatrical

and

pur-

present moproductions.

Incorporators: Daniel B. Brennan, J. Wallace Brennan and Thomas A. Concannon.
The Mountain Ridge Amusement Co. has
been formed at Glencoe, Mo., to buy, sell,
rent and lease amusement parks. Capital:
of $100 par value stock. Incorporators: Mrs. Jane E. Hollocher, Emil
Hoehne and Elmer Rasch of Kirkwood, Mo.
R. A. Hollocher represents the firm.
The

Egyptian Theatres, Inc., of Harrisburg, 111., plans to operate motion picture
shows and vaudeville entertainments in
various

towns in southern Illinois. Incorporators: G. G. Mugger, Steve Farrar and
J. T. Gaskins.

CHICAGO FILMROW
TURNS TO BASEBALL
Chicago — In the spring a young man’s
fancy turns to . . . well, many things.

on

Webster Groves, Mo. — Plans for the erection of a new 1,000-seat motion picture
theatre at the southeast corner of Lockwood and South Old Orchard avenues have
been

announced by J. A. Siepker and associates, present operators of the Ozark
Theatre, the only other theatre here.
The

recent

repeal

of a

city ordinance

prohibiting motion picture shows on Sundays made it desirable to provide a new
outlet for motion pictures here.
O. W. Stiegemeyer
charge of the plans.

is the

architect

if he works along Filmi'ow, and is inclined toward baseball, the chances are he

becomes very much interested in the Motion Picture Softball League, which opened its regular season last Monday evening

in

It is hoped to have the house completed
for the grand opening about September 1.

The new Avalon Theatre in Lawrenceville. 111., has installed Western Electric
sound.
to Myron

an

But

73)

proud of the fact that the Chicago RKO
office has sold 97 per cent of its possibilities at present writing.

According

$10,000 has been incorporated and authorized to engage in the exhibition of motion
pictures, plays and theatrical productions.
Incorporators: George Boesch, Claude W.
McElwee, James Mason and James Darst.
The Mo-Mex Motion Picture Corp. has

60 shares

J. J. Craite, operator of the Pastime
Theatre in Horicon, has announced plans
for a new house in Fort Atkinson.

CHICAGO
from

of the Hollywood

Theatre, La Crosse, recently staged a benefit theatre party, the entire proceeds from
which went to the Salvation Army building
fund.

Benevolent

(Continued

manager

St. Louis — Three exhibition companies,
one of them planning to produce films as
well, and one amusement park dealer, are
recent incorporators here.
Religious Films, Inc., with a capital of

Limpp Set to Build
King City, Mo. — Rufus H. Limpp of the
King City Oil Co. plans to use local labor
in the construction of his proposed new
motion picture theatre here. Plans and
specifications were prepared by Robert O.
Boiler of Kansas City. The house will be

Grant Park’s diamonds.
The 1937 season opened up like it is
destined to be the best the league has ever
known in its several years of existence,
with a big percentage of strong teams and
the possibility of at least one dark horse
among them.
The teams and their captains, as listed
in the printed schedule, are: Metro-Paramount, H. Busch, captain: Film CarriersPhotoplay, H. Porter, captain; Filmack
Trailers, W. Ackright, captain; National
Screen Service, C. Chinn, captain; Henri
Elman, S. Lamm, captain; Balaban & Katz,
W. Baritzal, captain.
On

the opening

game,

the Henri

Elman

team, which the boss of Capitol Film gathered for the first time this year from
among the boys along the Row, proved to
be a surprise when they went out and
took the usually recognized champions,
Balaban

& Katz, by an 8-10 score and immediately showed themselpes to be serious
contender for top honors. The boys play
every Monday evening at 6 p. m. on the
diamonds at Balbo Ave. in Grant Park.

a two-story buildindg and will consist of
an addition to an existing building and
include general interior alterations.

BANFORD

RETURNS

FROM

VISIT

St. Louis — W. E. Banford, M-G-M,
branch manager, is back from a visit with
friends in Des Moines, la.

FILMACK
TRAII.ER

CO.
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DEARTH ROADSHOW
SITES IN KEY SPOTS
New

York — Major companies are conducting an intensive search for theatres
suitable for roadshowing in key cities. The
difficulty has increased this year considering that in all of 1936 but four $2 shows
were exhibited at two-a-day, compared
with a similar number so far this year,
with 1937 still eight months to go.

Time Allowed Broadcasts
From Coast Has Doubled

occupying the only available theatres. Universal, Paramount and 20th Century-Fox
are known to be planning on two-a-day
showings for forthcoming product. These
are “The Road Back,” “Souls at Sea” and
“Slave Ship,” respectively. “Lost Horizon”
is in its eighth week at the Globe, and
“Captains Courageous” bows into the Astor Wednesday, following 13 weeks of “The
Good Earth.”
The new Criterion is faced with a product jam, leaving the house ineligible for
roadshow purposes. The only $2 show the
house has tenanted was “Silent Barriers,”
which was short-lived. Leases on the Astor and Globe have been tied up until
mid-summer.

EXPLOITATION FILM
INDIANAPOLIS

BUY
INTEREST

Chicago — Aaron Courshon, long identified with the G. C. S. circuit of theatres
here, has sold out his interest to his two
partners, Mort Goldberg and I. B. Perlman, in the Drake, Admiral, Portage, Revue and Fox theatres.
Courshon left for Florida shortly after
the deal was consummated, and although
he

has announced no plans, it is understood he is contemplating the erection of
a circuit of new houses down there.

May

Kas. — Aiming

for a new

high, or low, in "bargain” competitive stunts, the Dickinson Theatre, a
unit of the chain hearing that name,
advertises two pictures for eight

in figures just released by National Broadcasting Co. showing more than 100 per cent
increase in the time given to sponsored
programs on the net work originating in
Hollywood.

cents in cash. The ad promised another ticket for one cent to patrons
buying one for seven cents. Pictures

In March, 1936, a total of 47 hours of
network time had its source in Hollywood.
In March of this year this was increased
to 104 hours.

played were Universal’s "Three Smart
Girls” and United Artists’ Selznick

This was the largest boost in time of
the four leading program sources listed by

production,

NBC.

"Little Lord

Fauntleroy .”

There were comparatively slight increases noted for network time originat-

ing in New
cisco.

Goldwyn Is Subject

York,
Drama

Satevepost Article

HIT

Under the personal supervision of Henri
Elman, and with publicity direction by
Bruce Godshaw, the picture went into the
Indiana for a week starting Friday, April
30, and from the opening kept a constant
line of customers such as that house has
not seen in many months. On Saturday,
the next day, the lower floor was sold out
all day long and the balcony, which had
not been opened for a number of previous
engagements, was well filled all day.

The

Herington,

Chicago

and

on

Rise

the

San

Fran-

also reported, on the basis of comparative March figures, that drama programs are on the rise and music on the
decline on sponsored broadcasts. Radio
has taken credit for the revival of interest
in better music and the upsurge in the
NBC

Chicago — “Smashing the Vice Trust,”
exploitation film distributed in the central
territory by Capitol Film Exchanges, broke
all recent existing record at the Indiana
Theatre in Indianapolis last week.

GCS PARTNERS
COURSHON

New York — The extent of radio’s invasion of Hollywood and the employment of
film stars in air programs is indicated

Two See Two
for 8 Cents

The situation in New York is particularly trying. With two roadshows already

circuit also took over the Jeff Theatre from Jack Belke last Wednesday,
4, giving them a total of six houses.

General Plans 34
New York — General Pictures plans a
program of 34 features including eight
westerns for the 1937-38 season, according to information from its New York
distributing outlet, Syndicate Exchanges.

Samuel Goldwyn is the subject of the
lead article in the Saturday Evening Post
for May

8. Written

by Alva

Johnston

un-

der the title of “The Great Goldwyn,” the
article discusses Goldwyn’s work, his
method of working, his temperament and
the origin and persistence of “the great
comic legend” that
surrounds him.
Of
Goldwyn’s entry into
show business, Johnston says:
“The election
of
Woodrow
Wilson
changed Samuel Goldwyn from a
glove
salesman to a movie
magnate. The Wilson
administration lowered
the tariff on skins.
Sam thought that would take the profit
out of gloves. He looked around for some
other line and picked the movies.
“That was in 1913. Sam was only 30,
but he had been a glove salesman for 15
years.

had sold gloves to Yankee general-store proprietors. He had a sales enthusiasm bordering on a frenzy. Sam argues a man into a coma or into a disorder

record industry. But NBC’s figures show
that the principal decline during the month
was in music.
Aided by the dramatizations of films
from Hollywood, there was a sharp swing to
drama,

time devoted to such programs increasing 76 per cent over March a year
ago, to reach a total of 194 hours.

300 PATRONS ESCAPE
IN MUSCODA BLAZE
Muscoda, Wis. — More than 300 patrons
of the Muscoda Theatre calmly walked out
recently

when fire broke out in the projection room and quickly spread to the
auditorium.

Quick work of Andrew Peterson and his
son Lawrence prevented any panic. The
fire destroyed the entire inside of the theatre, but was prevented by firemen from
spreading to adjoining buildings.

He

resembling

‘bends.’

His victim

signs any-

Of his contribution to motion pictures,
thing.”
Johnston says that Goldwyn “talked a
large part of Hollywood into existence.
The

great Paramount studio is a monument to his nuisance value. The MetroGoldwyn-Mayer plant is largely the petrified conversation of Goldwyn. He has tortured vast quantities of talent and capital
into Hollywood . . .
“From the beginning of his career, Sam
was regarded as the greatest salesman in
the business. Later he was called the

smartest

publicity man

and

general

show-

Lass Handles Games
St. Louis — The Ben Lass Agency here
has been appointed official representative
for Bank Roll, Hollywood and Wahoo,
screen

and cash award plans, it is announced by R. W. McEwan, manager of
Affiliated Distributors in Kansas City. The
territory covered by Lass will be eastern
Missouri, southern Illinois and western
Kentucky.

Take Alteration Bids
St. Louts — The St. Louis Amusement Co.
on May 4 received bids on alterations to
its Hi-Pointe Theatre, and to the West
End Lyric Theatre.

man . . .”
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As a service to readers of BOXOFFICE, this page provides a ready source of information
on products and services which have been filed for reference with The MODERN THEATRE INFORMATION BUREAU. Information on the following subjects may be secured by
sending in the coupon. Use the key numbers. If data on subjects other than those listed
is wanted, just state your requirements. We will endeavor to see that you are supplied
with details promptly.

ADVERTISING
MT481
MT482
MT483
MT484
MT485
MT486
MT487
MT488
MT489
MT490
MT491
MT492
MT493
MT494
MT495
MT496
MT497
MT498
MT499

DECORATIONS

Main signs and marquees
Signs, Neon
Signs, structural glass
Signs, travel word
Attraction boards
Letters, attraction board
Letters, changeable silhouette
Price signs, boxoffice
Display frames
Poster lights
Poster projectors
Cut-out machines
Time schedule clocks, electric
Monogrammed
mats, rubber
Slides, advertising
Slides, announcement
Sound truck P. A. systems
Transformers, Neon
Ladders, safety

AIR

CONDITIONING

MT505

Air

MT506
MT507
MT508
MT509
MT510
MT511
MT512
MT513
MT514
MT515
MT516
MT517

plete
Heating systems
Refrigeration
Air wasliers
Blowers
Air circulators
Fans, exhaust
Grilles and registers
Temperature control devices
Air conditioning accessories
Motors, multi-speed fan
Motors, constant speed
Air filters

conditioning

YOU

Room

WANT

Please
items:

THEATRE

Architectural service
Decorating service
Seating service
Theatre chairs
Chair covers
Theatre carpets
Carpet padding
Rubber matting
Furniture, lounge
Wall tiles, interior
Fabrics, decorating
Brass railings
Rope railings
Metal, ornamental
Mirrors
Luminous colors
Ticket booths
Directional signs
Exit boxes

MT539
MT540
MT541
MT542
MT543

Curtain controls
Curtain tracks
Curtains, fireproof
Fountains, drinking
Fountains, ornamental

MT550
MT551
MT552

Fixtures, lighting
Colored lamps
Lumiline lamps

MT553
MT554
MT555
MT556
MT557

Candle flame lamps
Floodlight lamps
Spotlight lamps
Sign lamps
Dimmers

THIS

ASK

FOR

obtain

(List Key

for me
Numbers

IT BY

NAME

"REMARKS"

Ave.

III.
free descriptive

5-8-37

literature

on

Ultra violet lighting
Silhouette letter mounting
Flashed opal glass
Pot metal opal glass
Fuses, indicator type
Fuses, cartridge

MT564

Lighting

plants,

the following

Below).

Remarks:

individual

MT570
MT571
MT572
MT573
MT574
MT575
MT57G
MT577

Chair fastening cement
Chair refinishing materials
Upholstering materials
Seat patching kits
Seat decking materials
Floor surfacing materials
Carpet cleaning systems
Floor waxes

MT578
MT579
MT580
MT581
MT582
MT583
MT584
MT585
MT58G

Matting, rubber
Paint, screen
Paint, plastic
Paint, aluminum
Polish, metal
Polish, furniture
Fireproofing compounds
Fire extinguishers
Ladders, safety

MT587

Uniforms,

staff

MT591
MT592

Projectors,
Projectors,

complete
standard

MT593
MT594
MT595
MT596

Projectors, semi- portable
Projector pedestals
Projector parts
Lamps, suprex type

MT597
MT598
MT599
MTGOO
MTGOl
MTG02

Lamps, reflector arc
Lamps, high intensity
Lamps, incandescent projection
Arc regulators
Arc controls
Control panels

MTG03
MT604
MT605
MT606
MTG07
MT608
MT609
MTGIO
MTGll

Rectifiers, copper-oxide
Rectifiers, tube type
Bulbs, rectifier
Rheostats, projection
Motor-generators
Lenses, projection
Lenses, condenser
Current changers
Mirror reflectors

MT612
MTG13
MTG14
MTG15
MTGIG
MTG17
MT618
MTG19
MTG20
MTG21
MTG22
MT623
MTG24
MT625
MTG2G

Carbons, projector
Carbon savers
Reels
Reel alarms
Rewlnders, automatic
Change-over devices
Slide, projection
I^amps, spot and flood
Take-ups. film
Film safety controls
Fire prevention devices
Fire shutters, porthole
Film scales
Film scrapers
Film splicers

MT627
MT628
MT629
MTG30
MTG31
MT632

Film cleaners
Air gun (cleaner)
Tool kits
Film cabinets
Film cabinet stands
Effect projectors

Name
SANITATION
Theatre
City

78

I MT641
State

units

PROJECTION

COUPON

ISN'T LISTED,

MT558
MT559
MT560
MT561
MT562
MT563

MAINTENANCE

section of BOXOFFICE

334 — 332 S. Michigan

Chicago,

MT620
MT521
MT522
MT523
MT524
MT525
MT526
MT527
MT528
MT529
MT530
MT531
MT532
MT533
MT534
MT535
MT53G
MT537
MT538

LIGHTING

UNDER
The MODERN

FURNISHING

plants — com-

USE
IF WHAT

and

■

MT642

Cleaning compounds
Cleaners, vacuum

with

sound

MTG43
MT644
MT645
MT646
MTG47
MT648
MT649

Disinfectants
Deodorant blocks
Insecticides
Disseminators
Air purifiers, ozone
Air perfumes
Air sprays

MTG50
MT651
MT652
MT653
MT654
MT655

Soap dispensers
Soaps, liquid
Hand driers, electric
Chewing gum solvents
Rubber link matting
Exhaust fans

MT661
MT662
MT663
MT6G4
MT6G5
MT6G6

Sound systems,
Sound heads
Amplifiers
Pre-amplifiers
Speakers
Rectifiers

MTG67
MTG68
MT669
MT670
MT671
MTG72
MT673

Condensers
Photo-electric cells
Tubes, amplifier
Tubes, rectifier
Exciter lamps
Baffles, horn
Lens assemblies, sound

MTG74
MT675
MTG7G
MTG77
MTG78

Public address systems
Microphones
Microphone stands
Hearing aid systems
Acoustical materials

SOUND

STAGE

EQUIPMENT

MT685
MT686

Screens, moving
Lighting, stage

MTG87
MT688

Curtain
Curtain

MT689
MT690
MTC91

Stage draperies
Stage rigging
Scenery, stage

MT692

Footlights

MTG93

Switchboards

MT701
MT702
MT703
MT704
MT705
MT706
MT707
MT708
MT709

picture

controis
track.s

STRUCTURAL
MT700

complete

Structural

MATERIALS

glasses

Insulation materials
Acoustical materials
Fibre boards
Fronts,
Fronts,

glass
vitreous

Fronts,

porcelain

enamel
enamel

Fronts, stainless steel
Toilet partitions, metal
Flooring, asphalt tile

MISCELLANEOUS
MT715

Accounting

MT7]6
MT717
MT718
MT719

Change makers
Sates, boxoffice
Tickets
Ticket choppers

systems

MT720
MT721
MT722

Ticket issuing machines
Ticket registers
Ticket holders

MT723
MT724

Pop corn machines
Uniforms, staff

BOXOFFICE

May

8, 1937.

NO "DIVORCE" BILL PUSH AWAITS
Continued Boycott Is
Urged by Allied

Theatre Building

Minneapolis — In a second

Again Is Soaring
Minneapolis — Theatre

building

activity

again is at a high level in the territory.
With one new theatre nearing completion and several others constructed during
the past year, applications were filed with
the city council for permits for two more
large neighborhood houses. The applicants, Harry F. Griffith and William H.
Donahue, are not now engaged in the show
business.
1,000 Seater

Nearly

will be one of the city’s most beautiful
uptown houses.
Three other Twin City neighborhood
houses have been completed during the
past year.
The Frank company also is building a
new house at Hutchinson, Minn., and Eddie
Ruben will increase his chain with a new
theatre at Montevideo, Minn. The Wetstein
company is building at Dickinson, N. D.
At Livingston, Mont., H. W. Knutson is
building a new theatre. The Miner Amusement company just opened a 700-seat theatre costing $60,000 at Chippewa, Wis.

A1 Stern Injured
Stern,

RKO

office

manager, suffered painful burns when an
oil burner at his home exploded. Despite
his injuries. Stern refused to lay off from
work.

Grengs Buy House
North

Mankato,

Minn. — Nick Greng

and

his sons have bought the North Mankato
Theatre here from Irving Gilman of
Minneapolis. They also operate house at
Spooner, Cloquet and Lake City, Minn.

WESTERN,

SOUTHERN,

learns

on good

authority that no effort will be made to
pass the theatre divorcement bill or any
other legislation affecting the theatre industry at the special session of the state
legislature starting May 24, other, of
course, than general tax measures.
W. A. Steffes apparently is resigned to
a wait of two years before pushing again
the bill which would compel producers and
distributors to refrain from theatre ownership or operation and to rid themselves of
showhouses now under their control.

Seeks Bank Night
Return in St. Paul

However, Steffes, who is in charge of
the national Allied States’ campaign to
bring about divorcement, makes it equally
clear that the next two years will be devoted to intensive work in all legislative
districts, creating sentiment for the Allied
bill. And he is confident that he will succeed in effecting its passage in 1939.
The one thing that can avert enactment
of this legislation in Minnesota two years
hence, according to Steffes, is to have the

Confident

Minneapolis

— J. L.

Stern,

distributor

of Bank Night in the territory, says that he
plans to take steps to have the stunt resumed in St. Paul, pending a decision of
the state supreme court on its validity in
two cases that have been appealed to the
court.
All theatre gift nights have been out in
St. Paul for approximately two months following convictions of theatres and Stern
for violations of the state anti-lottery law.
Two of the convictions, those of Stern and
of Dave Gilman and the Northland Amusement Co., are being appealed to the state
supreme court. Stern was fined $75 and
costs for supplying the Bank Night trailer
to the Dale Theatre, St. Paul. Gilman
and the Northland Amusement Company’s
“gift nights” at the Arcade Theatre were
adjudged lotteries in violation of the state
law.
Declaring that the De Luxe Theatre, St.
Paul neighborhood house, cannot operate
profitably without gift nights, Gilman has
closed it. St. Paul now is the only city in
the state where exhibitors are not using
gift nights.

MIDWEST EDITION Is One of the Seven Sectional Editions in Which BOXOFFICE Is Published Weekly. The
Other Six Editions Are: NEW ENGLAND, MIDEAST, CENTRAL,

Minneapolis — Boxoffice

just issued by Northiuest Allied
States urging independent exhibitors
to hold their lines and refrain from
buying new season product on percentage, the organization declares
“the independent exhibitor is facing
annihilation and he knows it.”
Denying claims of some of the exchanges here, the bulletm, mailed to
all independent exhibitors in the territory, insists there have been no
new-season percentage contracts
signed thus far by Twin City exhibitors.

Ready

The 1,000-seat Avalon, representing a
$100,000 investment, is the local neighborhood showhouse now nearing completion.
It will be one of the William Frank company chain of independent theatres and

Minneapolis — A1

bulletin

Special Minnesota Session
Has No Molestation
for Theatres

EASTERN.

sslT.'vi'i.iv,.;

of Passage

in ’39

U. S. supreme court rule the North Dakota divorcement law unconstitutional.

MINNY

LYCEUM

WILL

"HORIZON"
ROADSHOW
Minneapolis — “Lost Horizon” goes into
the Lyceum, downtown theatre off the
beaten loop path, for its local roadshow engagement for a week starting May 14 with
two shows a day and all seats reserved at
$1.10 top. Lyceum has had few bookings
during the past several years and most of
these have been lectures.
Inability of Columbia and W. A. Steffes
to agree on terms prevented the attraction
from going into the much more desirable
Alvin Theatre where other roadshow pictures have played.
The same inability is keeping “Good
Earth” out of Minneapolis as a roadshow
attraction. M-G-M has stated that this
picture now will not be brought here until
next fall.

JESSE SHLYEN, Midwest Editor, 4704 E. 9th St., Kansas
City, Mo. Phone CHestnut 7777. MAURICE WOLFF, 801
Wesley Temple Bldg., Minneapolis, Minn. PAUL JAMES,
2711 N. 56th St., Omaha, Neb.

Film Exchanges Unionize;
Expect Theatres to Follow
Minneapolis — Unionization of theatres
and film exchanges finally has struck this
city.

One

All of the 125 film exchange workers outside of the managers and department heads

Ia. — “A "Rushes''
good deed always
Student

have

been organized by the lATSE, according to the claim of William Donnelly,
its business agent.

is rewarded.”
At least that's the way Harlan high
school students felt when Manager
Carl Ernst of the Harlan Theatre
sponsored a free matinee for them

also announces that steps immediately will be taken to organize all
inside theatre employes, including ticket
sellers, ticket takers, ushers, janitors, etc.,
not now members of any AFL union,
by the lATSE or the MPOA, both of which
are affiliated with the AFL.
of

Managers, assistant managers and owners of theatres will be privileged to join
the unions if they wish, Donnelly says.

AIR-LOC EXPANDS AS
BUSINESS INCREASES
Minneapolis — Air-Loc opera chair factory here, only one of its kind in the
Northwest, has added two floors in order
to increase production to meet continually
growing demand for the product. The factory has been working night and day the
past several months.
Among the numerous theatres that have
contracted for or installed Air-Loc opera
chairs are the New Avalon. Minneapolis:
Eddie Ruben’s house at Montevideo, Minn.;
Bill Frank’s at Hutchinson, Minn.; Wetstein's at Dickinson. N. D.; H. W. Knutson’s at Livingston, Mont.; and George
Miner’s at Chippewa Falls. Wis.

Goldberg Hunts Shows
Omaha — So confident is Ralph Goldberg
of the Goldberg Theatre Corp. that stage
shows are coming back that he has left
on an eastern trip with the avowed intention of looking over some acts and booking
them for his Town Theatre here if he finds
what he wants.

Algona House Burns
Alcona. Ia. — Fire, which started in the
boiler room one afternoon last week, destroyed the Call Opera House here. Manager N. C. Rice, co-owner with Tri-States,
estimated the loss, which is partially covered by insurance, at $60,000.
RIVOLI

NOW

MUSE

Osceola, Neb. — F. E. Klein has renamed
his Rivoli Theatre here the Muse.

80

following
activities. the annual

school “rag day”

Ernest gave the reward to the students because they did not attempt
to “rush” his theatre after football
or basketball games during the past

Resistance

Donnelly says he anticipates no opposition from the theatre owners to the efforts
to organize their employes, numbering 150.
However, some of the exhibitors have intimated to Boxoffice that they will resist
the efforts.

in Brief

■pHEATRE owners throughout the Northwest and Middle 'West territories are
taking advantage of their opportunity to
purchase and install in their respective
theatres the deluxe AIR-LOC full-upholstered chairs being manufactured and sold
by the AIR-LOC

SEAT

INDUSTRIES,

INC.

Harlan,

Donnelly

Hint

Exhibitor Halts

News

year.

This

company is selling its product directly to the theatre owner, thereby eliminating considerable cost that would otherwise go to dealers or salesmen. Those in
charge of AIR-LOC SEAT INDUSTRIES,
INC., state that most of the sales are being made without the use of salesmen
and in so doing, it is made possible to give
the exhibitor the finest quality product
tainable at the lowest possible cost.

ob-

Television Remote,
Says NBC President
Kansas City — Television, while practical,
still is in a period of rapid technical
changes, so that as an entertainment medium it cannot be expected to reach any
but

Recent demands for AIR-LOC chairs
have been such that production has been
more than doubled during the past 30
days.

AIR-LOC chairs are now being offered in various types of aisle standards

and with complete selection of upholsterterns.ing materials from which to select pat-

the inhabitants of the nation’s largest cities for years, Lenox R. Lohr, NBC

president, told 300 members of the Chamber of Commerce here May 5.
Even when perfected, television will
reach only those in metropolitan centers
of 100,000 or over, due to the enormous expense of transmitters and transmission,
and to the range of television broadasting,
which is 25 to 30 miles, depending on how
far sight will reach. For several years,
Lohr predicted, Chicago, New York and
San Francisco are probably the only cities
that will have it.

Long-time payment plans are being offered, which now makes it possible for the
smallest theatre to protect its business by
giving

its patrons the last word in comfort, inasmuch as through the easy time

payment plan, the AIR-LOC full-upholstered chairs can be purchased for as little
as five cents per chair per week.

Television won't affect first run movies
at all and neighborhood theatres to only
a slight extent, if any, because it won’t
keep people home from movies more than
sound broadcasting already does, thinks
Lohr. Neither will it affect sound broadcasting.

TRI-STATES HOUSES
WILL BE REMODELED
Sioux City — More than $50,000 will be
spent by Tri-States Theatres in remodeling
five of its local houses.
The Iowa is slated for the most thorough
going-over. Between $15,000 and $20,000
will be spent on structural changes, modernizing of sound and projection, modernizing of cooling and ventilating, new lighting and new marquee. The Iowa, a B
house, will be closed from May 25 to 30 for
the alterations.

A few of the many new theatres now
being constructed that will be equipped
with AIR-LOC full-upholstered chairs are
the following;
'W. R. Frank’s beautiful 1000-seat
Avalon Theatre being constructed
on Lake and Bloomington,
neapolis.

in Min-

Eddie Ruben’s
at Montevideo,

new State Theatre
Minnesota.

George

new

Miner’s

Chippewa

— Adv.
Falls Theatre,

Falls, 'Wisconsin.

Cliff Norine’s new Frederic
atre at Frederic, Wisconsin.
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YHANKS
to Fred
swell program

Strom, who arranged a
of entertainment, the

Twin

City Variety club’s last dinner meeting of the season Monday was a most enjoyable affair. Those who failed to attend
missed a lot of fun. Guests included Bill

Donnelly, business agent of the International Alliance of Theatrical Stage Employes and Jack Thoma, Columbia exploiteer, in Minneapolis in connection with the
forthcoming roadshowing of “The Lost
Horizon” at the Lyceum theatre, starting
May 14.
Bennie Ashe, Bennie Berger’s right-hand
man, has announced that he immediately
will go into serious training for a resumption of his handball activities. Ashe has
been absenting himself from the courts for
several months, but was quite adept at the
game before his present lay-off. As soon
as he rounds into form, Ashe says he intends to challenge Harry Dryer who has
boasted that he can take the former mto
camp for fun or mojiey.
S. D. Kane, Twin City Variety club property master, in a bulletin just issued, headed “We Thank Our Friends,” gratefully
acknowledges contributions made by four
friends to the opening of the new Nicollet
hotel clubrooms, considerably lessening the
expenses attendant upon the remodeling
and equipping of the rooms. The firms are
Liebenberg & Kaplan, architects; National
Theatre Supply Co., Insulation Sales Co.
and the Brown Carpet Co.
Out-of- town exhibitors visiting Filmrow
included J. C. Snyder, Williston, N. D.; S.
J. Blackmer, Duluth; J. M. Rohr, Pine
River, and E. A. Johnson, Olivia, Minn.
National Screen has organized a social
club with Robert Bran ton as president;
Alice Johnson, secretary and Evelyn Wick,
treasurer. Its first affair will be a wiener
roast May 13.
Larry Kline, RKO
assistant booker, is
doing his first trick of jury duty since he
moved from New York to Minneapolis.
Russell Abbott,
ting for him.

poster

clerk, is pinchhit-

J. L. Stern of Majestic and Bank Night,
no sooner back from a long vacation in
Hot Springs and Dallas, departed for New
York on a business trip. He returned from
the latter this week.
V. Netzinger, RKO booker, may be getting s7iobbish. At any rate, he has moved
to the exclusive Edina district.
Rud

Lohrenz,

branch

manager,

headed

the Warner Brothers’ delegation that departed this week for the New York sales’
convention at the Waldorf. Others were
Harold B. Johnson, Earle Perkins, Myron
Adcock, Louis Blumberg, Charles Jackson
and Tommy Charek.
Leo Adler, United Artists’
home office auditor, in town.

New

A. Steffes

is back

(Continued
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Lincoln — Bank

IC. C. Exchanges Unionized; Elect Oliicers
Kansas

City — Film

Chicago

Exchange

Bank

at Republic-Midwest, treasurer; Webster Knight, Uiiiversal, financial secretary; Jeanette Lohr, Columbia, recording and corresponding
secretary. Executive board of three

in Ne-

Night

attorneys

were

instructed

The case was brought on test against
the Beatrice Theatres Corp., a Foxwesco
subsidiary, and Lewis B. Sponsler, the resident manager. It was filed when the Bank
Nighters refused to abide by attorney general Hunter’s ruling, shortly after he came
into office, that it constituted a lottery
violation.

inembers, plus president and vicepresident: Brittie Mueller, Warner
Bros.; Jay Knight, United Artists;
Wm. Bruegging . Paramount, guide;
Mayme Wagner, United Artists; John
Long, Fox, sergeant-at-arms ; George
Kopf, Warner Bros., reading clerk;
and three delegates to Central Labor
Union — Webster Knight, Jay Knight
and Bob Conn.

“Consideration”

the

Question

The whole case rested on whether or not
consideration was paid to participate in
the Bank Night drawing. Hunter granted
it was not necessary to buy a ticket, but

union had obligated 114. Officials indicated that they would start

said any effort such as that needed to appear at the theatre and wait for the drawing, or to come to the theatre to register,

organizing front-of-the-theatre employes within the next week or two.

was
DAYLIGHT

halted

to tell their clients to prepare for an immediate statewide halt, pending the decision of the supreme court on the appeal
which will be filed by the Bank Night
distributors.

Lewis

ADOPTS

was

upheld Attorney General Richard C. Hunter’s ruling that its practice in the state
represents a violation of the Nebraska lottery law. Judge Messmore handed down
the verdict Thursday, but did not put it
into action until May 3.

em-

dent; Mary Womach at RKO, vicepresident; Bob Conn, 20th CeiituryFox, business representative; Charles

The

Night

braska May 3, when Judge Fred MessBeatrice, Neb. district court decision

more’s

ployes affiliated with the lATSE organization Tuesday night elected officers as follows'. Sam Martin, poster clerk at Grand National, presi-

SAVING

giving
tion of value.of one’s time, or a considera-

Assisting Hunter to bring the case to a
successful conclusion for the state were
Francis
Chaney. V. Robinson, Barlow Nye, and Paul

Kansas City — ^Springfield is one of the
few Missouri cities to put daylight saving
into effect.

40%

40>o
DISCOUNT

DISCOUNT

AS ALWAYS
Stebbins Takes the Lead in Forcing Reduced Prices
for Their Many Good Friends Among the Independent Theatre Owners.
GENUINE

KAPLAN SUREFIT REPAIR PARTS FOR
AND STANDARD SIMPLEX MACHINES

KAPLAN

Remember Kaplan Builds the Finest Repair Parts to be Had.
Latest Rear Shutters, List $100; Your Net Price
$60
Double Bearing Movements, List $85; Your Net Price
$51

I

You Have Always Had 20% Discount from Us
— Now We Double It on Kaplan Guaranteed
Parts to 40% ,
Subject

York

Warner Brothers screened “Prince and
the Pauper” for exhibitors and the bunch
claim it’s “One of the year’s best.”
W.

Nebraska Judge Rules
Bank Night a Lottery

to Change

LOANERS

STEBBINS

THEATRE

Without

I

Notice.

FURNISHED

EQUIPMENT

COMPANY

"The Independent Exhibitor's Best Friend for 38 Years."
Telephone GRand 0134
Night Phone DRexel 2791
1804 WYANDOTTE ST.
KANSAS CITY. MO.
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Music Tax Restriction
Measure to Court Test
Lincoln,

Neb. — Pushing

the

Intimidation

Charged

When wires and letters from KOIL,
KFAB, and KFOR, Nebraska radio stations,
and Charley Williams, president of MPTO,
were read opposing the bill. Senator E. M.
Von Seggern, of West Point, jumped up to
say:
“That’s the very reason we should pass
this bill. The society has intimidated every
radio station, theatre and dance hall owner
in Nebraska. This Ascap is a racket that
has been carried on in this state, and every
other state, for too long a time.”
Conviction of a music copyright law violation is subject to a fine of $250 on the
first brush with federal court.

NATIONAL SCREEN TO
CELEBRATE OPENING
Kansas

City —

A

buffet

luncheon

was

scheduled for Friday, May 7, to mark the
official opening of the new National Screen
Service and Accessories two-story building
at 1706 Wyandotte St. Home office executives scheduled to be here are Herman
Robbins, president; Sam Dembow, vicepresident; George Dembow, sales manager;
J. R. McPherson, division manager; and
Mike Kaufman, supervisor of branches.
Charles E. Gregory, branch manager, announces the number of employes has been
increased to 23 due to the augmented
duties of shipping trailers and accessories
from Kansas City.

WARNER LAUNCHES AD
SALES SETUP IN K. C.
Kansas

City — Warner

Bros,

introduced

its own ad sales department here May 3
with Tommy Brennan as manager.
Brennan has been in Hutchinson, Kas.,
managing the Strand for Fox Midwest.
Previously he was for a while in the Fox
Midwest offices here, as assistant to L. E.
Pope, circuit purchasing agent, and before
that he managed the poster department
Fox Midwest formerly maintained on Filmrow. Leonard Hahn continues as poster
clerk.
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K. C. K. Clamor for First
Runs Holds
Kansas

City — Kansas

City, Kas.,

exhibitors, city officials, civic and
social organizations, the Kansan, etc.
— continue their fight to force distributors to zone it as an independent
city and give it first-run pictures
simultaneously with Kansas City,
Mo., first runs.
Last week the Kansan continued

graphs from the magazine’s
of the subject.

recipients of awards

service, comprising a lion’s head pin with
a bar and one star, went to several delegates.

LEO PLAYS

to hammer away in the general direction of exhibitors, making capital
of trade press recognition of its fight
in front page stories with 2-column
headlmes. Referring to Boxoffice’s
story on the city’s move for first runs,
the Kansan quoted several parament

Hollywood — Among

at the Metro annual sales convention were
District Manager Samuel A. Shirley of Des
Moines, who won the Billings Competition,
consisting of two weeks pay. Billings was
not present to receive his award due to the
fact that an emergency operation kept him
at home.
Truly B. Wildman of Kansas City was
one of thirteen salesmen who received an
award for having a one hundred per cent
record in sales for the past year. Among
those making short talks at the Tuesday
session was Harris P. Wolfberg, district
manager from Omaha.
Special awards for general meritorious

anti-Ascap

bill to a third reading last week, the Nebraska legislature has taken the attitude
that the legislation is too important to be
killed and should be tested before the supreme court. It will probably pass easily.
Sole disconcerter is T. J. TePoel, counsel
on the constitutional committee, who believes the bill takes in too much jurisdiction and will be found taboo by the supreme court.
In offering arguments for the bill, Senator Frank Brady read letters from members of the group testifying in favor of the
bill who were being intimidated and threatened, he said. Numerous suits have sprung
up since the testimony of Joe Malek,
Omaha dance operator.

AWARDS ARE MADE
AT METRO MEETING

AT

HOLLYWOOD

C'ONA

KNTION

Newton, Kansas, was much disappointed
when Jack Kelly, Pittsburgh salesman,
turned out not to be Clark Gable. Newton
sub-debs in particular, after confusing
Kelly with Gable, turned on their heels and
departed in disgust when his true identity
was disclosed.

treat-

Louis Coen, salesman from Minneapolis,
was reputed the finest bridge player on
the train.

Kansas Censors

Just to prove that there are all kinds of
people. Morrie Abrams of Minneapolis has
been a film exploiteer for seventeen years.

Still Red-Faced
Kansas

City — They

the Kansas

continue

to poke

at

board of review for its cen-

soring
K. the
Wheeler’s
marksofinSenator
the last Burton
issue of
March reof
Time, though the board reinserted the deleted section about a week after the elimination.
Sen. Wheeler

At Topeka,

Speaks

in Kansas

Kas., last Friday

no

less

a personage than Senator Wheeler himself spoke to some 2,000 Topekans on
the supreme court and the censor board.
He said he came out to Kansas to see if
the reports were true, that the state didn’t
have free speech, and so far as he could
learn it did. He explained that while the
censors thought his talk against Roosevelt’s
proposal was too partisan, he made some
talks in the state last year in support of
Roosevelt’s candidacy that were very partisan. He couldn’t see the difference, himself.
Plot

Mirage

Twitting Senator

Twitted

Wheeler

for implying

in his speech that there was a “plot” in
connection with the March of Time elimination, the Kansas City Journal-Post editoralized Monday <May 3) on Wheeler’s
alleged statement that “You can’t tell me
that little lady up there (Miss Mae Clausen,
chairman of the censorship board) did
that of her own free will. She did it because there was something in it that didn’t
set right with Jim Farley.” “Whatever his
other sins may be, Jim Farley is no fool,”
the Journal-Post suggested.

Harris Wolfberg is going to have plenty
of explaining to do when he gets back to
his district post in Kansas City. He
was talking to a girl on the train and, just
as a cameraman started to snap a picture
of him, the girl threw her arms about him
and kissed him. Harris chased the photographer without avail.
Sandy Gottlieb, married in March, is
spending a lonesome honeymoon. His bride
did not accompany him, but waits at home
for the Minneapolis booker — he hopes.

CASH

GIFT HEARING
IN MO. HIGH COURT

Kansas

City — Fred

Bellemere,

Kansas

City attorney, S. P. Halperin, general counsel for Affiliated Distributors, and R. W.
McEwan were in Jefferson City Wednesday, where Bellemere and Halpern
represented McEwan before the supreme
court. With attorneys for the state, they
orally argued the case of Missousi vs. R. W.
McEwan, a test case to determine the legality of Bank Night under the Missouri lottery laws.
Decision

in a Week

or Two

The case went up to the supreme court
on appeal by the county prosecutor here,
after Judge Marion D. Waltner of the circuit court had written an opinion unholding the legality, under Missouri statutes, of
the promotion.
It is understood that a number of exhibitors are waiting the decision of the supreme court, which should be handed down
in the next week or two, to begin or resume
use of Bank Night.
BOXOFFICE
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K A Y C IE IE
QN April 12 Louis Sosna celebrated the
first anniversary of the Sosna Theatre
in Moberly, Mo., by playing a whole week
of “return” pictures. In his advertisements
on the occasion, Louis referred to the coronation in England, and commented that his
celebration had nothing to do with the
crowning of a king, but did have something
to do with his, Sosna’s, not getting crowned
in his first year.
About 75 attended the M-G-M party at
Variety Club Thursday night April 29. On
the bill of fare was dancing, cards. Screeno, gifts and other indices of refined hilarity.

Douglas Desch of GB and Frank Bowen
managed the first Bingo party at Variety
Club last Saturday. About 50 attended.
Desch rounded up a three-piece orchestra
and barkers and their guests danced. Variety Club officials have arranged for a
Bingo affair every Saturday night, and
there will be other features as time goes
on. Bowen will officiate as caller again.
Miss Hazel Ralph, secretary to O. K.
Mason at Commonwealth, has just returned from a week’s vacation in San
Antonio, Tex.

Traveling auditors
is at the Universal
weeks doing routine
Barry is on duty at

here: George Jacoby
exchange for several
checking. Frank J.
Columbia.

Republic-Midwest is said to be adding
another trunk line to take care of telephone
calls.

Members of the Williams Family, which
operates the Delphus at Carthage, Mo., unlike many families, stick together through
fair weather or foul. In fact, they form
such a friendly, homogeneous group that it
is difficult to keep their family positions
separate. Last week we had George Williams the father and “Put” the brother of
“Yic.” It isn’t so. I. P. “Put” is the
father, George and “Yic” are the two sons.
J. B. Roshong

A fire was discovered in the RepublicMidwest exchange the other 1 a. m. by
Boh Withers, manager, and what might
have proved a serious conflagration turned
out to be just another fire. Bob was wending his way homeward from doivntown at
the time, and followed his usual habit of
dropping in at the office just to have a

Johnny Scott at Republic-Midwest received official notification last week from
Edgar Jones, who now manages the Orpheum at Marion, 111., for Pox Midwest.
There wasn’t any signature, but Johnny
knew who it was from— a postcard of
the cherry blossoms in Washington, with
the notation: “Pox News No. 61; Universal
No. 28; Metro No. 54; Paramount even,
Republic No. 13.” When Jones was in K. C.,
the two used to groan every spring with
the simultaneous appearance of the blossoms in all newsreels.
Miss Ethel May Zavodsky, secretary to
R. W. McEwan, Bank Night distributor
here, and Kenneth O. Bratcher, formerly
at the Independent Poster Exchange, were
married Saturday, May 1. The couple
honeymooned in the Ozarks. Mr. Bratcher is now employed by the Columbia Steel
Co.

If you didn’t see it, Landon Laird in the
About Town column of the Kansas City
Star the other day passed along to the
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• DON

“High Fidelity”
Says:

look around. His friends aren’t making
fun of the long established habit any more.

The Grand
pictures taken
had to be done
ably due to the

National staff had their
Monday a. m., but the job
over again Tuesday, probtie Bill Kubitzki wore.

Laura Dever
cashier several
but who now
Windsor, Mo.,
week.

Austin, who formerly was
years for Republic-Midwest
is married and living in
visited on Filmrow this

“One of the largest houses in Nebraska,”
said Don “Hifi” Davis of RCA, “the Capitol
at Grand Island, has decided to replace
its present sound equipment with new RCA
high fidelity deluxe sound equipment.” The
Capitol is an A. H. Blank, Tri-States house.
Filmrow visitors this week included Mrs.
E. Nolan, Cassville and Pierce City, Mo.;
Mr. and Mrs. Lee Porter, Glasgow, Kas.;
George Nescher, Valley Falls, Kas.; Hugh
Gardner and Ed Harris, Neosho, Mo.; Bob
Gorham, Liberty, Horton, Kas.; Tom Wilhoit, Princess, Springfield, Mo.; Louis
Griefe, Windsor, Mo.; Isadore Daynosky,
Rivoli, St. Joseph; George Hayob, Marshall, Mo.; T. J. Spencer, Ritz, Trenton,
Mo.; I. W. Maple, Roxy, Bethany, Mo.;
Frank Anderson, Family, Kirksville, Mo.;
J. D. Rankin, and Virgil Harbison, Tarkio,
Tarkio, Mo.; Lee Jones, Harrisonville, Mo.;
C. A. Botkins, Harper, Kas., and J. W.
Grantham, Baxter Springs, Kas.; M. S.
Wetmore, Arkansas City, Kas.

TWO FACTORS
Make Up the Cost
of Your
Sound System—
INITIAL COST
and
UPKEEP.

Be sure you

check

both before

you purchase
ment.

that

new

equip-

(Continued on page 86)

has acquired the' Bird

City theatre at Bird City, Kas. Roshong
also operates the St. Francis, St. Francis,
Kas. He is installing RCA sound.

BOXOFFICE

public the real answer to the double feature question. Most of those who have had
anything to say on the issue have been
against multiple bills. A film fan wrote
Laird that in one week he had seen 30
features and 22 shorts, spending a total
of 42 hours in the process. A postscript
said “I like shows.”

GUY BRADFORD GETS
SALES POST WITH UA
Kansas

City — Guy

Bradford

has

Regardless of whether you compare cost, performance or public
preference
RCA.

your

choice

will be

been

named sales representative for the southern
Kansas territory by W. E. Truog, branch
manager for United Artists. Bradford formerly was with GB as salesman and later
as branch manager.
Joe Levy, who formerly covered the territory for UA, is now in the east.

AVIS

Renovate at Festus
Pestus,

Mo. — H. E. Miller, who

recently

opened the new Miller Theatre here is now
making extensive alterations on the old
Idle Hour Theatre in the same town.
M’EWAN
Kansas

NAMES

City — The

906 Davidson Bldg — 17th & Main
KANSAS CITY, MO.

DISTRIBUTOR
Ben

Lass

Agency

in

St. Louis has been named official representative for Bank Roll, Hollywood and
Wahoo by R. W. McEwan of Affiliated
Distributors. The territory covered by Lass
will be eastern Missouri, southern Illinois
and western Kentucky.

The World's Fastest
Growing Sound

Company

n
o
D
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Tri-States Deem Single
Bills Feasible Qutstate
Omaha — Basing his observations on results obtained in Tri-States’ theatres of
the Omaha area, District Manager Evert
R. Cummings believes exhibitors have more
chance of successfully returning to single
feature policies in the smaller and medium
sized towns than in the larger cities where
duals ai'e firmly established.
Furthermore he is convinced that Omaha
is doomed to continue as a double feature
town unless a great change in sentiment
sweeps over theatregoers here.
An Example
Most recent proof of this, he pointed out,
was the situation faced by Tri-States when
"Maytime” was started as a single feature
at the Omaha a couple of weeks ago. Business the first day was bad and so many
phone calls of protest were received that
another feature was added two days later.
Result was that the dual program did a big
business.
But at Fairbury, Hastings and Grand
Island

the

single

feature

policy

in Tri-

States’ A houses is working out gratifyingly
well. A policy of a tri-weekly change was
instituted in the three towns some weeks
ago. Of the three, the Wednesday and
Thursday change remains a dual bill. The
other two changes are on the single-feature plan, which, incidentally, included a
slight increase in admission prices.
Cummings believes that a dual policy on
one change is good business. First it caters
to those persons who demand two pictures. Second it has its exploitation effects
as a bargain offer.
Small Towns Like Singles
The patrons in the smaller towns like
single features because they like to go
to bed earlier and arise earlier than patrons
in larger cities, Cummings says.
The Orpheum, Tri-States’ largest Sioux
City house, also has gone back to single
features the first four days a week and
duals the last three.

SALES MEET CALLS
28 MIDWESTERNERS
New

York

— Midwest

area

will

send

28 delegates to the 20th-Fox annual sales
convention held in Los Angeles four days,
starting May 31, according to information
from the company’s home office.
Those slated to attend were Stanley J.
Mayer, H. J. Gottlieb, A. Riegelman, E. P.
O'Neil, Edward Canty and G. F. Hallowell.
of Des Moines; Joseph M. Podoloff, Earl
Lorentz, J. S. Cohan, W. G. Mussman,
Louis Cohen, N. F. Hall, Harold Lyons,
Paul Lindquist and William Clayton of
Minneapolis: Joseph E. Scott, Fred C. Miller, Carl Reese, Harold J. Ironfield. R. A.
Wagle and R. A. Buell of Omaha, and
George W. Fuller, W. J. Kubitzki, Joseph
E. Woodward, Charles Knickerbocker, Harold Kinser, M. A. Tanner, Charles D.
Crawford, Kansas City.
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J^RS. BEN HARDING, wife of the owner
of the Council Bluffs Strand, died suddenly Sunday of a heart attack.
Miss Louise Cotter, Brandeis exploiteer,
has been on several shopping sprees lately
in anticipation of her long-delayed
tion trip to California.

vaca-

Branch Manager D. V. McLucas of United Artists is signing his letters a new
way:

“Cord-UA-lly

Dr. Frank

Yours.”

Not

bad.

E. Rider, tvho is replacing

his

fire-destroyed Crystal Theatre at Wauneta,
Neb., is reported progressing loell on the
construction by Western Theatre Supply.
Robert

Long,

M-G-M

auditor,

is going

over the local exchange’s books, while W. J.
Campbell has just finished auditing at
Grand National.
Danny McCarthy, the United Artists
salesmari. was sighted running around
wearing a miner's cap, headlight and all.
Manager McLucas is for it. ‘‘Maybe he can
see a truck before he hits it next time,”
said he.
Although

nobody

asked

for it, a correc-

tion is in order on last week's story about
Tri-States’s changes. Manager Jimmy
Schlatter of the Omaha went to the Sioux
City Capitol, and Don Shane came here to
the Orpheum as assistant from the same
job at the Capitol. Your reporter got his
companies mixed and had Schlatter going
to the Sioux City Orpheum.
Chief

Barker

Ted

Mendenhall

of Omaha

Variety expects to receive the final financial report on the recent national convention by Saturday.
Omaha was to be a meeting place for
the Grand National clan. Jimmy Winn,
western sales manager; Lou Levy, Des
Moines manager; Don Woods, Minneapolis
manager, and Russell Borg, Kansas City
manager, were to meet here Friday and go
on to the national convention opening in
Los Angeles, May 16.

Day Plans Another

AIRDROME

ENLARGED

Belden. Neb. — A crew of Commercial
Club members have enlarged the seating
capacity of the outdoor Airdome Theatre
here from 1,200 to 1,500. Free films will
be presented
ing May 4.

each

Tuesday

evening

start-

Parker,

recently

S. D.. municipal

leased

by

P. G.

building

Estee

and

equipped as a modern 440-seaf theatre. Mr. Estee, who has operated the
S. T. Theatre in Parker for the past
12 years, retains the smaller house
but uses it only occasionally. Parker
has a population

of 1,225.

IL 111 W C O ]IL M
^LEANING
off the desk for the Hollywood jaunt finds Burt James, the pinch
hitter for the next two weeks. Usual luck
holds, with the unions calling a strike the
day the Lincoln Boxoffice entourage gets
under way.
For Bob Livingston, am supposed to drop
in at the El Capitan Theatre and see Matt
Allen, who is Lloyd Bacon’s brother-inlaw. And Phil Goldstone, too, who once
wanted Bob for a partner and Bob has
always

been

sorry he didn’t get him.

Here’s our hope that Harry Schiller enjoyed a grand opening with his Grand
Theatre in Grand Island, and that by the
time this is printed Eddie Forester has
gone to that new job and it turns out a
lulu.
Ralph Blank came in after the news of
the fatality of the Bank Night wounds
ivhen croaking on Judge Messmore’s
room operating table in Beatrice.

courtSeems

they couldn’t get the lottery out — inflammation setting in by loay of four members
tery.
of the state attorney general’s legal batNew

Bloomington, Wis. — Harry G. Day, who
already has a house here, plans construction of a new 350-seat theatre at Darlington, Wis. Western Theatre Supply of
Omaha is supplying equipment.
BELDEN

The

address

Hollywood

until

Thursday,

Knickerbocker

May

13,

Hotel.

GEARED

TO

(QUALITY
rni vnc. AT
cutA
vSil special TRAILER
^whIch M ohe else

approach.
FILMACK
SPi
TRAILER

CO.
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MINNEAPOLIS
(Continued

from

page

Personnel Changes

81)

business visit in connection
nois divorcement bill.

with

Grand National’s “Great
eight-day run at the Tower,

Guy” had an
St. Paul, with

business all to the hotsy
rent at the State here.

totsy.

Along Omaha Row

the Illi-

Omaha — Numerous personnel changes
are reported along Filmrow this week.
Most important is the appointment of
Joe Rosenberg, formerly Columbia salesman

It’s cur-

and
N. F. Hall, 20th-Fox office manager, went
to Fairbault and signed up the Paradise
and Lido theatres there on new-season
contracts.
Frank Mantzke advises that his Universal branch enjoyed one of its biggest 30day periods of business in its history during the Grainger month just concluded.

Harry Hirsch’s five-week spring season
of stock burlesque at the Gayety proved
highly profitable.
Promotions have been in the air at Paramount. Bill Woods has been moved up
from advertising assistant to assistant
booker, with Clarence Sakol named his
successor and Bill Donald elevated from
shipper to the advertising department.

Angeles for the sales’ convention.
Nauer is in charge of the office

during

Mr.

Workman’s

absence.

Earle Perkins and Louis Blumberg have
been on the ailing list. The latter, following a succession of visits to the dentist,
has his mouth full of gold.
Before Walt McKeen, M-G-M salesman,
recently promoted from head booker, left
for Los Angeles, he sported a new gold
watch presented to him by the home office
for his good work the past year.
During

a trip to northern

Minnesota

the

past week, “Hy” Chapman of Columbia
says he found much optimism among exhibitors.

Ballantyne Sales
Omaha — R. S. Ballantyne of Scott-Ballantyne Co. announces sales of air conditioning equipment to the following theatres:
The

World

and

Empress,

Central

States

houses

at Kearney, Neb., A. W. Pugh’s White Way, Fredonia, Kas. ; Mrs. Jennie Wickman’s
Lyric, Tekamah.
Neb.; Billings and Schuler’s Humboldt,
Humboldt, Neb.; Mrs. Charles L. Nutt’s Sutherland.
Sutherland, la.; J. B. Roshong’s St. Francis, St.
Francis, Kas.; Georgia Rasley’s Royal, O’Neill,
Neb.; Mrs. Marie Goodhand’s American, Kimball,
Neb.; C. H. Harris’ Princess, Guttenberg, la.

TOP
Kansas

HATS

FOR

THRILLERS

City — Serials

are

becoming

‘smart.’ The Fox Uptown, first-run house,
advertises Dick Tracy as a “chapter play.”
BOXOFFICE
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for Republic-

Dick Stahl, who has been a salesman for
Scott-Ballantyne, the equipment house,
has taken over booking duties at Universal,
replacing R. A. Morrison, resigned.
W.

H.

(Bill) Strickland,

named

Strive for Sunday Shows

last

week

as manager of the Omaha Monogram exchange in announcement of
the acquisition by Monogram of the
Omaha and Des Moines branches of

Beatrice, Neb., are making a drive to have
the city council draft an ordinance which

Max
Wintroub’s Majestic Pictures.
Strickland, a 12-year veteran in the
Omaha territory, resigned from RKO
Radio to take the new job. He will
work under the supervision of L. O.

up seven-day showings were knocked out
by
small margins. Votes were in 1932 and
1935.

(Bob) Ringler, Monogram’s
Nebraska franchise co-holder.

IOWA

M-G-M
seemed almost like a deserted
village this week with so many of the boys
in Los
Bertha

salesman

Universal’s sales force here. Schlank will
have the eastern Iowa territory for United
Artists.

we haven’t been able to learn yet where
he went. It’s all very mysterious.

Joe Jacobs, Columbia salesman, is getting ready to invest in a new auto.

recently

National’s sales force, moving over from
United Artists. Replacing him at United
Artists is Jake Schlank, who resigned from

Ralph Cramblett, United Artists’ branch
manager, is back from his vacation, but

Everett Seibel, high-powered Minnesota
theatre exploiteer, has moved to his lake
home, Villa Everetta.

more

Midwest, as Grand National’s branch manager. He takes the job left vacant sometime ago when Carl Reese resigned to resume his old job as salesman for 20th-Fox.
Harry Lefholtz also has joined Grand

-

By

Lincoln — Junior

LOW INITIAL
NO UPKEEP

NOTES
-

I^ANAGER
M. C. Roskopf of the Casion
Theatre, Marshalltown, plans to leave
the middle of July for a ten-week trip to
China and other Far Eastern countries.
On the trip he hopes to secure photographs
and other information which he will formulate into a lecture subject.
R. H. Stoddard has been transferred to
his home town, Davenport, as assistant
manager
Cedar

of the Capitol. He leaves the assistant managership of the Paramount,
Rapids.

A new 300-seat class “B” house is being
built by Clifford L. Niles and son in Anamosa. The house will be modernistically
constructed and a June 1 opening is
planned. Niles now operates the Niles
Theatre in Anamosa.
J. V. Dostal, Capitol manager in Marshalltown, is already readying his fishing
tackle for his summer trek to the northern
Minnesota lake country.
Iowa

Rotarians

held their convention

Invade

Lincoln — This is a heavy

roadshow

week

in

COST
COST

“UR6EN” Series “AQA” Amplifiers
THE

BALLANTYNE
COMPANY

en.gineers present
in this great series
of

souncl-on-film

amplifiers

small

an outstanding advancement an sound reproduction for the
theatre. New

standards
and
are

of performance — value
dependability
provided
by

this galaxy
features
:

of new

PERFECT

TONE

AT ANY

VOLUME

The series AQA
Amplifiers, through the use of
time-proven Class A
amplifying circuits, provide
the same high quality of tonal reproduction when
operating at full or partial value output. This
eliminates the “mush” and “ceiioading” so common with amplifiers having design limitations
that do not allow for operation at all extremes
of film and attendance conditions encountered in
theatre work.

100% COMPLETE

TONE

Largen Super Series Sound
Systems
BACKGROUND"
HORN SYSTEMS

with "HUSHED
and TWO WAY

last

week in Hal Sheridan’s State Theatre in
Cedar Rapids. Hal, incidentally, got a good
workout during the proceedings.

Roadshows

members

will make Sundays open for shows without a vote by the people. Last two times

lowa-

H. S. FRAME

chamber

All

entirely

Today’s

//

new

greatest

MAGIC

kind

dollar

of

value

soiuid

in

reproduction —

sound

equipment.

WEATHER

//

FANS — AIR-WASHERS —
COMBINATION UNITS
COLD WATER AIR CONDITIONERS

here. The Varsity has Columbia’s “Lost
Horizon” and the Orpheum has Metro’s
“Good Earth.” Following “Good Earth,”
the Orpheum set Mrs. Martin Johnson and
her
one film,
day. “Jungle

Depths

of Borneo,”

for
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Bowling Awards to
RCA-RKO & Jones
Kansas City — The RCA-RKO team was
crowned king of the Variety Club bowling
league following the final games of the
season, Monday night, April 26. The winners were way out in front with 33 games
won for the second half of the season. The
Finton Jones team was the winner the
first half, chalking up 30 games to their
credit.
A real old-fashioned dutch lunch with
plenty of beer climaxed the awarding of
prizes. According to Frank Lambader, secretary-treasurer of the league, it was the
best season the Variety Club ever had. The
scores and prizes awarded are listed as
follows;
I'INAI. STANDINGS
( l''ir.st Half )
WON
I-'inton Jones
l*la-Mor Barkers
Brju
Film Delivery
liCA-RKO

Lost
6

3U
24
21
17
lU

(’ressvvell Photos
Fox Theatres
Independent Posters

19
12
15
20
22
24
26

14
12
10

I IXAB STANDINGS
(Second Half)
Won
K<'A-RK(')
l’'ox Theatres
('resswell Photos
Frpi
Film Delivery
Independent Posters

33
27
27
24
22
20

I'inton Jones
Pla-Mor Barkers

20
19

PUIZK
RFA-RKO
Finton Jones
Fox Theatres
Fresswell Photos
Rrpi
Film Delivery
Independent Po.sters
Barkers
.lohn Muchmore
<
Potter
\ndv Anderson
i; T. Withers
n. K. Mason

Pet.
.833
.583
.472
.444
.389
.278
.333

.688
.5 63
.500
.563
.417
.458
H7

29
2n
.396

:\IONEV
28

«r.8 on
58.00
48.00
48.00
48.00
48.00
48.00
48.00
2.00
2.00
2.00
2.00
2.00

I’a'-v Hodson
R. Meyn

1 00
1 00
1NDI\II>I

AL

'Continued

A\RI{A<;i>

!•’. Lam))ader, 190; Everett jr., 1x5; llodson, 1S5;
Leaton, 184 Abraham,
179; Cooper. 178; AV'. PaniItader. 170; Hensler, 175; Anderson. 109; Alnanz,
107. l^uillion, 107; (’resswell. 107; Peterson, 107;
Jameson, 100; Friedel. 105; Broun. 105; ('ameron.
102; I'lifliett. 102; iiitter. 102; t'ut'f, 102; Murhinore, 102; Withers. 102; Turner. I'li); Lewis. 159;
Dubinsky, 158; Dickey, 158; F’otter. 158; Barnett. 158; B. Kubitzki, 157; F. Meyn, 154; R. Meyn.
154; Stanley, 153; O. Kubitzki. 150; Mason. 150;
Hylton. 150; Sundquist; 149; Schultz, 146; P^lliott,
146; F. Jones. 140; Reiser, 145; Bradfield. 145;

the
rest. log jams.

Kansas City — U. S. Air Conditioning
Corp- is now ensconced in its beautiful
new' offices and display room at 1700
Grand Ave. Former location was in the
Crooks Terminal Warehouses at 1104 Union
Ave.
Archie S. Feinberg, president of the company, was here Monday conferring with
the local heads, W. N. Moore and Temple
DeVillbis. The firm handles the KoolerAire system.
ORPHEUM

Neb. — A. A. (Dab)

SEATS
Ulm,

Kansas

City — Letters have

of
out
in
the

Harry Thomas and Al Friedlander of
Mutual Films tvere in Kansas City this
week and visited Filmrow.

PAUL BAYZMAN
INSURANCE

Eagle badge winners’ mothers. She gets
a gold badge, which Jack will pin on. There
are 101 in the class.
Mayer Monsky, who now headquarters
in Chicago for the Adcaster Service, Inc.,
was here last weekend. He was a guest of
the Variety Club.

TCADC
MVWWJW

AND

Bayzman

A. A. Electric Machinery
1117 Cherry

St.
Western

817 Holmes

Co.

Phone:

Victor 8796

Equipment

1804 Wyandotte
C. H. Badger, Mgr.

309 West

Theatre

Douglas

editor of Box-

A. W. HEYL ACQUIRES
MARION, KAS., HOUSE
Marion,

Kas. — The

Garden

here, oper-

ated by S. A. Mudd, has been taken over
by A. W. Heyl, who has one in Junction
City, Kas.
Heyl is practically rebuilding the house —
lengthening it, adding 330 new seats, new
air conditioning, structural glass front and
new boxoffice.

ASSOCIATIONS

Ave.

128 W.

18th St. —

John Staple, Pres.

Sec'y

Harrison

4825

R. R. Biechele, Sec.-Treas.

Co.

SCREEN
Co., Inc.

Phone

PUBLICITY

0134

Wichita, Kas.

C. D. Peck, Mgr.

Ed Hartman,

K. M. T. A.
Mgr

GRand

Equipment

wjwwwji

E. Rolsky, Pres.

Co.

St.

Phone:

EXHIBITOR

Alexander
Southwest

manager

Independent Theatre Owners Association
3501 Gladstone — BEnton 5456

Stage Equipment

Theatre

formerly was

EXHIBITOR

Mgr.

St.
T. L. Greening,
Phone: Victor 9078

Stebbins

Bayzman,

for three years.

QUIDE FOR THE
KANSAS CITY

SUPPLIES

Ernest Amoneno,

City — Paul

lOINS
AGENCY

DICECTCCy

A HANDY

EQUIPMENT

sent to

of the poster department at Columbia Pictures, has resigned, effective May 8, to become associated with the Kansas City
agency of the Equitable Life Asurance
Society of the U. S. The agency covers
western Missouri and Kansas, and is one
of the largest in this section. Bayzman
will work in the Leon Fink unit.
office

Jack Metcalf, pride and joy of June and
Dr. Van C. Metcalf, gets his Eagle badge
as a Boy Scout Saturday p. m. Mama
June has a part in the ceremony at Municipal Auditorium, too, along with other

been

exhibitors in the territory by R. F. Withers,
Republic-Midwest manager, to deny rumors to the effect that his exchange will
not release the Gene Autry westerns next
season. Withers quotes the following:
“Autry is under contract to Republic for
a period of seven years and despite any
rumors to the contrary Autry will continue
to make pictures with Republic for that
time,’’ according to a telegram from J. J.
Milstein, president of Republic Pictures.

Kansas

Floyd Hill has been elected mayor
Drexel, Mo. Hill operates roadshows
of Drexel. He is the fourth exhibitor
this territory known to have joined
mayoralty ranks.

2-2153

Motion

Film Company

Picture Advertising

E. L. Harris, Dist. Mgr., Mo., Kan., Neb., Iowa.
239 East 72nd Terrace

Phone:

Hlland

2694

AIR CONDITIONING
Peterson
Washed

own-

er of the Orpheum here, has ordered 200
new cushioned seats and new projection
equipment.

86

wasn’t a moment’s

Karl Scherer, RCA Photophone home office credit man, is working in this territory a couple of iveeks.

Great

RANDOLPH

There

T)eii142.

KOOLER-AIRE OFFICE
IN KAYCEE MOVED

Randolph,

from page 83)

Jack Barnett, Fox Movietone News cameraman, is telling his friends of some more
of his hairbreadth experiences to get pictures. His latest adventures were in Canada and northern Minnesota for pictures
of log river drive and Prizefighter Braddock in training. Barnett’s search for
scoops caused him to be stranded for three
weeks in the 300-population town of Littlefork, Minn. Barnett had to be an excellent log driver to keep his balance among

B.

Pritrliett. 145; St. James. 145; Warko, 144;
nis. 144; Garrett. 144; Wangberef, 142; Burke.

REPUBLIC TO RELEASE
GENE AUTRY SERIES

.667

P<t.
Lost
15
21
21
24
2C

KAYCEE

Freezem

Air Units, all sizes, blowers,

units, spray

nozzles, multiblade

G. A. Peterson
109 W.

VI. 3535

18th St. — Kansas

SOUND

Mig. Co.

rotors

City, Mo.

K. C. SOUND

home

H. F. Rodick

SERVICE

Syncrofilm
W. L.

SERVICE

Sound Equipment and Service
130 W. 18th St.
W. P.

Norris

HA

4783
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COVERING

TEXAS,

OKLAHOMA,

ARKANSAS,

TENNESSEE,

LOUISIANA,

MISSISSIPPI, GEORGIA,

ALABAMA,

FLORIDA,

AND

NORTH

CAROLINA

SOUTH

JACK PICKENS FORMING CIRCUIT
UNUSUAL FEATURES
MARK FLORIDA HOUSE
Orlando,

Fla. — An

outstanding

example

of modern theatre construction is the new
700-seat Lincoln Theatre, de luxe Negro
house opened here
last month and managed by Dick Thorsted. The house,
which is modern in
every respect includes
some novel and unusual features. One
of these is a guest
room, glass-partitioned from the theatre auditorium, and
equipped with a
speaker and chromDick Thorsted
ium furniture. Another innovation is the use of a vacuum
conveyor, leading from the boxoffice to
the manager’s office, which makes possible
the “banking” of sums of money from the
boxoffice and reduces accordingly the possibility of big losses through robbery.
The theatre is also equipped with a
large stage and dressing rooms affording
facilities for handling a fifty person show.
Oil paintings of various Negro popular idols
such as Stepin Fetchit, Joe Louis, Booker
T. Washington and others adorn the auditorium walls.

CONDITIONS OKAY IN
SOUTH — C. SMITH
New

York — “Business

conditions

for mo-

tion pictures and in general are very good

in the southern district,” said Cresson
Smith, sales manager for the southern and
western division of RKO, on his return
from a tour of the company’s branches in
those territories this week.
Smith, who was accompanied by Harry
Michalson, short subjects sales manager;
Herbert MacIntyre, southern district manager, and Vernon H. Adams, public relations representative in the district, made
the trip principally to introduce Adams to
the trade and exchange managers through
the south.

To Operate in South Texas
With Capitalization
of $50,000

City Hall-Theatre for
Tuscaloosa, Ala.
Tuscaloosa,

Ala. — A new

and a new Paramount

city hall

Theatre, to he

built in one building at 'public expense has been authorized by the citizens of Tuscaloosa. The combination
building will cost $164,000, which is
expected to be returned to the city in
rentals from a 20-year lease on the
building.

I. H. SPANN JOINS
SOUTHERN
Atlanta — J. Harry

Spann,

FILMS
former

sales-

man for Republic Pictures, has resigned to
join Southern Film Exchanges as zone
sales manager, for John Mangham, in
charge
ritory. of New Orleans and Memphis terSpann entered the film business two
years ago, under John Mangham, then with
Republic, and his entire film experience
has been under Mangham’s supervision,
except for the short time since Mangham
opened the Southern Film Exchanges.
Monogram

conferences

in Dallas

on

The company is being organized at $50,000 and the interested parties named are
Pickens, Freddie Hansen and Lanham
Crowley. Hansen formerly was connected
with a Dallas film exchange and lately
with theatres in San Antonio.
Jack Pickens, former film salesman, went
to town with theatres at Harlingen and his
latest connection was city manager and
partner with Robb & Rowley in Laredo.
Franchise deals have been closed with
three major companies, according to the
announcement. The home office of Jack
Pickens Theatres, Inc., is 602 Milam Bldg.,
San Antonio.
Into

South

Dallas — Information

to the new Pickens
will open up in some
Industries Theatres
the Valley. The new
has other situations

Texas?
from

sources

close

movement is that he
of the towns of Hall
in south Texas and
theatre company also
in mind, it was said.

Conventioneers

Atlanta — Southern

Film

Exchanges

offi-

cials are attending the Monogram convention in Chicago this week.
Those going from this section are John
Mangham, president; P. H. Savin, vicepresident; J. Harry Spann, zone sales manager; Fred Mathis, salesman, all from the
Atlanta office, and W. E. Osborne and Roy
Springer, salesmen, from the Charlotte
office.

Lynch Calls Meet
Miami — W.

Dallas — After

film buys. Jack Pickens of San Antonio,
announced the formation of Jack Pickens
Theatres, Inc., which will operate in south
Texas.

R. Lynch,

new

general

man-

ager of Paramount Enterprises, Inc., who
replaces Robert (Jack) Frost, leaving for
a managerial position in the north, had his
initial meeting with his new staff and the
managers of 11 theatres of this chain
throughout Greater Miami at a luncheon
meeting Wednesday.

SOUTHERN EDITION Is One of the Seven Sectional Editions in Which BOXOFFICE Is Published Weekly. The
other Six Editions Are; NEW ENGLAND, MIDEAST, CENTRAL, MIDWEST, WESTERN, EASTERN.

THEATRE BUILDING CO.
SEEKS HUGE TAX CUT
Tampa,

Fla. — The

Tampa

Theatre

Build-

ing, Inc. has requested the city tax board
to make drastic reductions in tax values of
the Tampa Theatre and office buildings
now valued at a total of $408,870.
Request is for a cut from $220,890 to $80,000 on the office building and from $188,480 to $70,000 on the theatre building.

Leave for New Orleans
New

York — Abe

Montague,

Columbia

Pictures sale manager, and Rube Jackter,
assistant sales manager, left here late last
week for New Orleans to preside over a
meeting at which pre-convention sales
plans will be discussed with branch managers of the southern division.

crisp, southwestern Editor. 210 S. Harwood St„ Dallas, Tex.
NELL BENEDIC, Southeastern Editor, 148 Walton St., N. W., Atlanta,
Ga. J. W. LEIGH, 1509 Bodenger Blvd., New Orleans. LES KETNER,
South Texas Editor, 531 N. St., San Antonio. Tex.

PRESENT AMATEURS
AT EUNICE LIBERTY

ID) A IIL IIL A
T L. REYNOLDS, Louis Charnisky’s righthand man at the Rialto and Palace, who
holds the title of treasurer, has joined the
ranks of benedicts even though he is in his
younger twenties. He was married to Miss
Norma Bell Ball by the Rev. Graham
Frank.
The

new location of Jefferson Amusement Co. at 3121/2 Harwood St. is now being remodeled. The entire floor is in repair with an air-conditioning system being installed and other innovations.

Ed Blumenthal, of the new Monogram
exchange and his salesman, Willard Young,
motored to the annual sales convention of
that company in Chicago this week. Incidentally, while these Monogram executives were out of the city, the local office
was brightened with a new coat of paint.
Floys Shaffer of Pope & Shaffer, theatre
remodelers and decorators, says he has
contracts for Melvyn Dodd’s new theatre
at Malakoff; for C. F. Fain’s new Douglas
Theatre at Livingston and for D. J. Hightower’s Texan Theatre at Ft. Worth.
Ted Jones, district manager for the R.
E. Griffith Theatre in New Mexico, was a
Dallas visitor and Horace Falls, executive
of Griffith Amusement Co., Oklahoma City,
was expected for a visit this week.

Eunice,

La. — Manager

JACK
Yorktown,

FARR

new

Complete air washer system including blower, washer, 5 h. p. motor, silent
drives and deflectors for O. T. McGinley's Ritz Theatre at McGregor. An
air washer system, similar to the McGregor job, but with a two speed motor for C. P. Logan's Palace Theatre at
Meridian. S. G. Fry has purchased a
complete air washer equipment for the
Ritz at Wills Point. Mrs. C. W. Matson

Carrier

bought complete washer system for the
Dixie at Caldwell. L. B. Brown has installed new deflectors in his cooling installation at the Regal at Gatesville.
The Texas at Knox City, operated by
Lee Smith, purchased a
complete

in at the chain’s Grove Theatre in Coconut
Grove, making it the fourth house to be
so equipped. Other Wometco spots having
it are the Lincoln, Capitol and State.
Other recent improvements in the houses
under the Wometco banner have included
installation of new sound equipment in
the Mayfair and the Rosetta.

washer,

blower, 5 h. p. motor and deflectors. A complete air washer was
installed in the Palace at Plano. Two
Tex-Rope drives and a screen were
shipped to B. R. McLendon for his theatres at Stamps, Ark. and DeKalb, Tex.
An

ILG air conditioning and refrigeration equipment has been installed in
the Southwestern Smelting and Refining Co. at Dallas.

Willbonks Returns
former

Paramount film man, has rejoined the industry, after an absence from its ranks for
several years, as salesman for Republic
Pictures. Willbanks was formerly with the
Atlanta Paramount office and later branch
manager of the Charlotte office.
FRANK
Sylva,

MASSIE

N. C. —

The

"FAIR

TREATMENT

HERBER

TO MANAGE
Lyric here, recently

purchased by J. E. Massie and son, will be
operated under the management of Frank
Massie, the son.
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Among visitors this week were: R. V.
McGinnis, New Theatre, Hope; Mr. and
Mrs. K. K. King, Melba, Batesville; G. W.
Barber jr., McCrory, McCrory; Frank Soule,
auditor and Heck Everett, division manager, Republic Pictures; Mr. and Mrs. G.
Sterling, Wright, Gurdon; H. E. Wheatley,
Strand, Hot Springs.

the approach of hot weather, and Herber Bros, advise the following cooling
sales and installations as made by that
company.

earlier this season at the chain’s top location, the Lincoln, on Miami Beach’s most
fashionable thoroughfare.
New Western Electric sound has been put

Willbanks,

It is reported that Mrs. B. Baradel, owner of the Ritz, McGehee, will build another
theatre in that city.

Dallas — The rush of cooling installations is practically in full swing with

air-conditioning system is in progress at
the smart boulevard Wometco spot, the
Mayfair. A similar system was installed

Atlanta — Reynolds

^ED LEWIS, manager of the Princess,
Texarkana, has recently installed a new
sound system.

HOT WEATHER SPEEDS
COOLING INSTALLATIONS

IMPROVEMENTS FOR
WOMETCO THEATRES
a

A. Farr, manager

of the Colonial in Bay City, has been transferred by the Long circuit to the managership of the Strand, here.

E. L. Black, who owns independent
houses in Ardmore, Daingerfield and Den( Continued on page 92)

of

TRANSFERRED

Tex. — Jack

Wallace Rucker, GB representative, was
transferred to the Oklahoma City office
this week by John Franconi, sales manager
for this territory.

Miami — Installation

J. C. Keller of the

Liberty Theatre here has introduced student amateur contests on Saturday mornings, emceed by E. Frederick Savoy.
Age limits are from three years up and
cash prizes are awarded within four separate age groups. After a series of these
contests, an elimination contest will be
held at an evening show.

iiLinniriLiE kock

(THE
210 SOUTH

AND

ADEQUATE

SERVICE

ALWAYS"

BROTHERS

PHOTO-TALKER

CO.)
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OKIILA. ClinnY
$10,000 suit filed by Affiliated Enterprises (Bank Night) against Southwestern Theatres, Inc., was dismissed last
week by the United States district court . . .
President L. C. Griffith of Griffith circuit
has returned from a Texas trip . . . Warner’s Otto Rohde spent last week in Tulsa
. . . and K. Lee Williams traveled to the
“Heart of America’’ — Kansas City.
Sincerest sympathy to Republic’s Sol
Davis 071 the passing of his mother last
week in Austin, Tex. . . . Bob Mochrie,
loestern sales manager for UA, and Wallace Walthall, general manager of National
Screen Accessories, were here from Dallas
last week, conferring with General Manager Pat McGee of Standard Theatres.
Griffith circuit is dolling up the Astez
Theatre, Enid, Okla. . . . Filmrow and New
State Ice Co. played their first softball
game Monday . . . Miss Arlyne Snyder has
been added to the Universal force . . . Miss
Cleo Moudy of Griffith circuit is vacationing .... Mat Dowling, chief booker for
RKO, is the father of a boy.
Buddy

Allman

beating the
Dick Dyer
Miss Mary
and wife .
teer, did a

was

in town

last week

drum for “Damaged Lives’’ . . .
of Dyer Theatre Supply and
Ailene Page are 7iow husband
. . Walter Dunn, Metro exploimighty fine job of making this

city “Good Earth” conscious . . . And Grif( Continued on page 93)

Samuel Cummins Freed
of Charges in Florida
Miami — Following

from

SMILE AN ASSET,
FINDS MORRISON
Tampa,

Fla. — The

distinguishing

about Charlie Morrison
ing smile which seems
to be everywhere at
once. In addition to
the smile, his ability
to sing has won him
and Sparks Seminole
Theatre which he
heads, many friends
throughout the state.
Morrison, who is one

feature

McRea,

Ga. — Frank

where

approved by the National
view in Miami.

is his friend-mak-

to Miami

he had

been

Board

of Re-

In freeing Cummins, Circuit Court Judge
Worth W. Trammell acknowledged the
validity of the defense attorney’s plea that
the Florida state law requiring that all pictures shown within the state shall have
been passed by the national board was
unconstitutional. The board in question
is a “voluntary body not created by governmental action,” the judge ruled.
Cummins left immediately following the
handing down of this verdict for the middle
west. He has “Ecstasy” showing currently
in Chicago, St. Louis and several other
midwestern cities.

Charlie Morrison
national
leader
Rotary song
International.
well as for
TO

his return

exhibiting the French picture “Ecstasy”
last Saturday, Samuel Cummins was exonerated of the several charges filed
against him for having shown a picture not

of Tampa’s most
civic-minded citizens,
is song leader of the
local Rotary Club as

HART

St. Petersburg

Phenomenal boxoffice takes were reported for his house during the 11 day run
it had at the suburban theatre, the Edison.

McRAE
Hart, formerly

Rylander at Americus, has been made
ager of the local Princess Theatre.

ATLANTA!

of the

man-

It easily topped his season’s business, John
Cunningham, house manager, said.

CHARLOTTE

Are Your Patrons Greeted
With a Colorful Carpet Smile*

OR ARE THEY REPELLED BY A SHABBY, DRAB
FLOOR COVERING?

AND DEPRESSING

Attractive rugs, besides lending a flattering sense of luxury to your
theatre, serve as an important means of making the customer feel at
home and in a friendly environment that spells repeat business.

Sixteen Additional NEW

NATHCO
CARPETS

PRIVATE

PATTERNS

ONLY LOOK GOOD TO START WITH BUT KEEP THEIR ATTRACTIVENESS THROUGHOUT THEIR LONG PERIOD OF WEARABILITY. SEE THE
NATIONAL LINE AND PROFIT.

SCOWL

OFF

SUPPLY

COMPANY

EVERY
STORE
A
LOCAL
INSTITUTION
NATIONAL
REPUTATION
TOR
RELIABLE
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:: May

THEATRE
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RUGS
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LEO PLAYS

may 1 marked the close of sales drives
in the various exchanges on the Row.
And now after a slight relaxation, comes

AT

Louis Ingram, salesman from Atlanta,
believes what he hears about southern California’s glorious climate. He was the only
man in the party wearing a straw hat.

A business deal completed this week on
the Row loas the purchase of the two-story
building at 150 Walton St. by the Wil-Kin
Theatre Supply Corp. from the Fidelity
Life Insurance Co. at a eost of $17,500.

George Heck of the General Register Co.
is spending a few week in New York City.
Filmrow’s Soft Ball Team is scheduled
for two practice games before the opening
of the Greater Atlanta Soft Ball Association leagues. Saturday, May 8, they will
play Kirkwood Baptist at Kirkwood and
Sunday, May 9, they will play the FourSquare Club at Piedmont Park. Weekly
night games are being arranged with exhibition games scheduled for the weekends.
Announcement has been received from
Arlington, Ga., of the marriage of Henry
Hatcher of the Garrett Theatre and Miss
Lucille Lane of Blakely, Ga.
The New Roxy Theatre, recently opened
in Lithonia, Ga., by the Katz Amusement
Co. held its formal reopening after being
completely renovated, redecorated and reequipped. Manager Elmer Barfield has
also installed a candy counter in the lobby
which is presided over by his attractive
young wife.

CONVENTION

It’s a three-way treat for Hippolite
Arata, New Orleans booker — his first train
journey, his first convention and his first
time away from Nooawlins, suh.

convention news, with “Leo” leading with
the opening date May 2 at Ambassador,
Los Angeles.

Seen on the Row this week for the first
time in several months was Oscar Lam
of the Lam Amusement Co., having just
returned from a stay of several weeks in
Hot Springs.

HOLLYWOOD

Charles Kessnich’s crew are serving as
body-guards to keep the Atlanta district
manager from falling for the screen test
gag and staying here.
Louis B. Mayer, left, Metro vice-president, greets Charles E. Kessnich, district manager from Atlanta, on his
arrival at the convention.

CHARLOTTE OFFICE
WINS METRO AWARD
Hollywood — jBrutus

Bishop

of

Char-

lotte, North Carolina, was presented the
award for the best branch office results in
the organization at the Tuesday session of
the M-G-M convention here.
Special awards for general meritorious

The addresses put in the little red book
ten years ago aren’t much use in Hollywood today. Bill Zoellner, of Oklahoma
City, tried four of his 1927 phone numbers— and three answers came in Spanish
and one in Japanese.
Walter Dunn, exploiteer at New Orleans,
was a classmate of James Stewart at
Princeton. They were both members of
the Triangle Club. Dunn called on Stewart, who is ill at Hollywood Hospital, and
they renewed old acquaintances.

service, comprising a lion’s head pin with
a bar and one star, went to several dele-

Eldon Briwa, New Orleans office manager and arch-foe of alimony, kept far,
far away from the Metro lovelies at the
station reception — the pietures might get
back to New Orleans — and wife.

gates.
A short address was given by Charles E.
Kessnich, district manager from Atlanta.

Charles Kessnich never missed a dance
at the Sunday affair.

Fred Jablex of the Princess Theatre, La
Grange, Ga., was making the Row this
week.
Universal’s District Cartoon Drive ended
with Charlotte coming in for first place,
and Atlanta a close second. Cash prizes
were awarded the winners.
J . B. Hardy, exhibitor of Thomaston,
was in town booking this week.

Ga.,

Tallulah Bankhead, who appeared at the
Erlanger Theatre Tuesday and Wednesday,
May

4-5, in the successful stage
flected Glory,” was entertained
Atlanta society during her stay
claimed as the greatest southern
today, and daughter of Senator

play, “Relavishly by
here. Acactress of
Bankhead,

ONLY A SLOGAN

"7^1^ /

Alabama’s illustrious speaker, Atlanta and
the south paid tribute to their own.

USE VISUGRAPHIC
TRAILERS of
COMING ATTRACTIONS
$1:2° EACH

Plus Postage

No Order Filled For Less Than
Three (3) Trailers

AN ACTUAL

WItKIN
150-6

WALTON

FACT /
EVERYTHING FOR THE
THEATRE EXCEPT FILM

ST.

ATLANTA, GA.

VIsugraphic Film Corp.
P. O. Box

90
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^ACATION days are here again. Chief
of Service Robert Nelson at the Majestic is enjoying a well-earned leave of absenc . . . Mrs. Edna Deets has returned to
duty at the Paramount exchange after taking her resting period . . . Manager E. E.
Collins of the Majestic has taken up golf
. . . Eva Garza, Santone gal, is with the
Sally Rand Unit show now playing up in
Canada. Eva was a softball team member
before joining the revue last winter.
Associated Pictures made screen tests of
several players of the Diamond Horseshoe
last week in the studio set up inside the
Municipal Auditorium. Director Jack
Sherry and Cameraman Jack Hooper are
here from Hollywood making the free voice
tests . . . Vivian Hanks, candy girl at the
Majestic and E. H. von Scheele of this city,
tied the marriage knot here May 1 . . .
Inez Heard, daughter of Mrs. Hazel Heard
of the Interstate city office, and Bruce
Weatherly were also wedded on that date.
Travelers: Jack T. Adams jr., has gone
back to the Adams Film Exchange in Dallas. His business here will be taken care
of by the Latin-American Film Exchange
as usual . . . J. J. Jimenez jr., has returned from a business trip to Ft. Worth.
Recent visitors: Ben Piazza, Major Pictures, Hollywood; Jack Karmi, Karmi Pictures, Hollywood; Theo. Roudte, J. G. Long
circuit booker. Bay City, Tex.; Louie Novy
and Williams Heliums, Austin; Sr. Ramiro
Cortez, Azteca, Dallas; Sr. Ramon Escojido,
Capitol, Fort Worth, and Sr. M. Benitez,
Nacional, Weslaco.
Three more all-Spanish talking pictures
have been announced for release by LatinAmerican Film Exchange here, distributors
for Azteca Film Dist. Co. of El Paso. The
new product includes a short titled “Despedida De Gaona,” “El Rosal Bendito,”
and “Honraras a Tus Padres.”

Dallas NTSC Sales
Dallas— Among

the many

Texas

S. H. Dianda jr., low amperage lamps with IOV4"
arc controls and rectifiers; S. J. Hodge, Grand.
Stamford
new
wool carpet and padding; O. B.
Laird. Lyric, Odessa, carpet and padding; Hall
Industries, new Rialto, Kingsville, which will open
on May 21, low amperage
lamps with 10%"
reflectors and a
three-unit ticket register, and
tower flood lights; George Jones, Harlem, Austin,
new
proje tion machines with 5-point pedestals
and double reel magazines; Capitol and Queen
Brownsville, conversion lamp
units; Aggie and
Texan, Arlington, modernistic ticket boxes and a
new
screen; Majestic, Houston, new
screen; Interstate circuit, Dallas, film measuring machine
installed in their screening room; D. B. English’s
Theatre, Tahoka,
new
cooling system; Palace.
Snyder, now
10% " conversion lamp units; Elmo
Hegman, Ritz, Austin, lobby frames; Roy Stallings,
Star, Forney, new screen; Mexican Amusement
Co.,
El Paso, new cooling system; New
Martini, Galveston. new 3-unit ticket register and chopper
new
model machines with new
super one-piece
bases and two-reel magazines, hand rewinds and
automatic rewinds, changeover devices with fort
switches, porthole optical glasses, film splicer and
measuring machines, curtain controls with track,
interior lamps and fixtures and transverter with
panel and rheostat, steel storage cabinet and super lenses.
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Atlanta — Out

of the

group

of filmites

who made the fishing trip from St. Marks,
Fla., last weekend, only two proved themselves seamen, on the rough water encountered. Sid Reams of Theatrical Printing
Co. and John Mangham, of southern Film
Exchanges, proved they could take it.
It was, to be, a fishing trip but the
stormy weather intervened and it turned
out to be, according to all reports, a marathon on who could hang over the rail
longest. Hubert Lyons was the “winnah.”
The seamen were: Riley Davis and Sid
Reams of Theatrical Co.; Hubert Lyons,
RKO; John Mangham, Southern Films;
Jimmy Crockett, Affiliated; Fred Coleman,
Fairfax Theatre; Howard Schuessler, AlDun Amusement Co.; Jack Barrett, Consolidated Accessories and Jack Miller, ad
sales manager at Paramoimt.
And they still believe Sid Reams and
John Mangham had a box of “Mother
Pills” in their pockets.

Ga. — W.

H. Karrh,

operator

of

type theatre.
B. E. FRY PROMOTED
Tenn. — B. Etheridge

Atlanta — Frank

Fry, for-

mer assistant manager of Loew’s Vendome
Theatre here, has been promoted to assistant
of Loew’s Theatres in Louisville,manager
Ky.

A. Leatherman,

Dyer Sells 8 Coolers
City — Recent

sales made
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the Dyer Theatre Supply, Inc., for complete United States air-conditioning systems, include the following theatres: Oklahoma: Antlers, Antlers; New, Antlers;
Atoka, Atoka; Crown, Bartlesville; Palace.
Eufaula; Gem, Oklahoma City; Rays, Snyder, and the Crown, Pampa, Tex.
Dyer also has sold complete booth equipment to the Osage Theatre, Shidler, Okla.,
including projectors, lamps and rectifiers;
complete new equipment to the Rays Theatre, Snyder, Okla., which was destroyed by
fire recently but will be reopened in about
30 days by Bryan Burns.

PROGRAMS
Are

64, one

of the pioneer sound equipment inventors
and manufacturer, died Monday, at a local
hospital following an extended illness.
Born in Springfield, 111., Leatherman
came to Atlanta in 1906 and until his retirement from active business in 1931,
maintained offices at 150 Walton St.
He was the inventor of the Champion
Talking Machine equipment, and established the Champion Talking Pictures, one
of the first companies in Atlanta.
He also installed the first theatre organ
in Atlanta in the old Forsyth Theatre at
the corner of Luckie and Forsyth streets.
He is survived by his widow, a sister
and two brothers.

Oklahoma

a chain of middle Georgia theatres, has
purchased the Strand here from Mrs. Fred
Houser and will remodel into a modern

Nashville,

Frank Leatherman
of Atlanta Dies

Sill’s

Karrh Into Sylvania
Sylvania,

Made
exhibi-

tors who have installed new equipment
from the National Theatre Supply branch
during the past few days are the following:
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officers elected at the recent directors meeting of the Jesters Club: J. H.

Vickers, president; C. H. Dillon, vice-president; Frank Beddingfield, secretary; Ralph
Jackson, treasurer. Director; J. M. Gregg,
B. Bishop jr., W. T. White, Merrit Davis,
Page Mitchel, F. J. Kirby and R. J. Ingram.
W. M. Goodsell jr., shipping clerk at
Affiliated Producers, has left for a business
trip through Texas.
Clarence
Imperial

Blake, assistant manager

of the

Theatre, is back at his post recovering from a brief illness.

Wofford Fenlayson of the Carolina Theatre and the Mrs. are receiving congratulaa girl.

tions upo7i the arrival of a "blessed

event”

Miss Edith Pearson, Affiliated cashier,
has resigned to accept a position with the
Maryland Casualty Insurance Co.
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Richardson of the
Richardson Theatre, Seneca, S. C., were
Row visitors this week.
North

Carolina

visitors on the Row

this

week included: Roy Smith, Midway, Cramerton, N. C.; E. L. Carroll, Roxie, Bessemer
City; J. W. Griffin, Romina, Forest City;
E. E. Wade, Iris, Belmint; R. L. Gutschalk,
Piedmont, Spruce Pine; Lyle M. Wilson,
General Amusement Co., Roanoke Rapids;
B. B. Norton, State, Concord; Ulysses Setzer, Cliff.side, Cliffside; W. E. Stewart and
Bill Suther, Pastime, Concord; Tom Little,
State, Greensboro; G. Otto Hartsoe, N.
Newton, Newton; J. B. Benton, Princess,
Benson; C. G. La wing, Badin, Badin; R. A.
Goodman and G. L. Faw, Norwood, Norwood; D. Holt, Troy, Troy; W. A. Powell,
YMCA, Kannapolis; R. D. Graver, Moor,
Mooresville, D. E. Cash, Imperial, Kings
Mt.; W. M. Rhodes, Carolina, Mooresville
and V. H. Idol, Patovi, Madison.
Visiting from

South

Carolina:

from

page

L. C. Griffith and H. J. Griffith, the
leading executives in Griffith Amusement
Co., Oklahoma City, were business visitors
in Dallas this week.
Audry Cox, with two theatres at Lamesa
and one in Seminole, was mixing business
with pleasure on the Row Tuesday.

H. B. Robb, E. H. Rowley and C. V. Jones,
of the Robb & Rowley circuit, have been
in Los Angeles a few days on business.
Thomas Donnell of the Majestic and
Palace in Stephenville, said on the Row
this week he was in good health and happy
to show the boys he was alive and still
kicking, and that probably he would be
here for several more years. Donnell said
he hasn’t sold his theatres yet, all of which
is the least of his worries at the present
time.
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CARPET
Used,

200
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SALE!

Yards

Mohawk

excellent

ipl.50 per

Carpet.

condition.
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LEE, 1705 McKinney,

Dallas, Tex.

N

Yea LOIV
Man! PRICES!
HIGH
QUALITY!
COMPLETE SERVICE FACILITIES
PROJECTORS — Motiograph & Kaplan
LAMPS — Brenkert Enarc <S Low Intensity
Corp.
COOLING EQUIPMENT — United States Air Conditioning

An

OPERA CHAIRS — International U-16 — No Hinge
GENERATORS — Roth, Imperial & Century
LENS — Bausch & Lomb — Standard & Super Cinephor
TICKET MACHINES — General Register, Simplex
Goldseal
RECTIFIERS — Rec-O-Lite — Super <S Low Intensity
REPAIR
PARTS — Large Stock for Powers, Simplex
Motiograph

Opportunity
to Serve
YOUl

Branchville, S. C. — Dr. J. T. Greene of
Elloree has opened a motion picture theatre here, the first for Branchville in seven
years. The theatre has been named the
Edisto.

FILMACK.
XRAIL.ER
CO.

Hotel, Ardmore; Bishop’s Cafe, Tulsa; Steel
Drug Co., Ardmore; Armstrong Drug Store,
Seminole ;H. C. Smith, Sallisaw and new
Heywood-Wakefield chairs for Home Theatre, Rush Springs, Okla.

and Mrs. Andy Mauldin of Lubbock made a booking trip to Dallas and
at the same time visited his father in
Dallas who retired from active business lifd
about ten years ago.

Mar-

O
T
D
E
R
A
E
G
S
I
u
f

Equipment Sales

Mr.

Branchville Opening

ial
AIUR
fob hsdpec ualitTyR at a
q
a
ZfWtH NO ONE ELSE
APPROACH.^a^

who has been manager of
has not, as yet, made any

Oklahoma City — The Oklahoma Theatre
Supply announces recent sales as follows:
Air conditioning equipment to Joe Love,
Chief Theatre, Seminole; A. M. Abbott,
Pawhuska; Glen D. Thompson, Wilson and
Healdton; Ralph Moore, Stonewall; Fred
B. Pickrel, Ponca City; Bontos Drug Co.,
Cherokee; Unique Cafe, Cherokee; Ardmore

KAIIOAIN:

C. Prosser,

H. Harry

Ben Sutton,
the Hollywood
definite plans.

Mr. and Mrs. Bill Chesher of Littlefield
were on the Row Friday through Monday,
accompanied by his father, G. W. Chesher,
who is almost ready to open the new Garden Theatre at Sudan.

r

THEATRE

Charlotte — James A. Estridge of Gastonia has purchased the Hollywood Theatre in East Belmont from J. W. Griffith
who has operated the house for the past
two years.
Estridge operated the old Gastonia Theatre until 1929, when he sold the business.
For three years he operated the Virginia
Theatre in Portsmouth, Va.

John Fuller, well-known small town
Texas exhibitor, has purchased and is now
operating the Texas at Whitney.

folks attending the National
in Los Angeles are B. Bishop,

Ray Irwin, Ben Rosenwal,
golis and Tom Bailey.

E. BELMONT

88)

ton, says he has been delayed on building
a new theatre in Denton, but that the project will be under way in the near future.

Prosser, J ohnsonville ; F. J. Powell, CityPalmetto. Chester; C. A. Harper jr., Ann,
Estill; Ben Strozier, Stevenson, Rock Hill;
C. A. Herlong, Rialto, Greer; H. B. Cook
and Ralph Cook, Ritz, Walterboro, and R.
S. Rogers jr.. State, Cheraw.
M-G-M
convention

J. A. ESTRIDGE BUYS

I
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AND

^
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EAMFORD IS ELECTED
AS CITY COUNCILOR
Ashville,

N.

C. — Carl

Bamford,

vice-

president and general manager of the
Publix-Bamford Theatres, was recently
elected a member of the city council.
Bamford came to Asheville in 1909, his
first theatre job being at the old Princess
Theatre, of the S. A. Lynch interests.
Continuing with this organization he
later became manager of the Majestic,
Galax and Princess Theatres.

MODELL BURCH MADE
ADEL, GA„ MANAGER
Nashville,

Tenn. — Miss

Modell

Burch,

manager of the Majestic Theatre here, has
been made manager of the Adel Theatre in
Adel, Ga.
Eddie McLeod has been made local manager, replacing Miss Burch.

"Roving" Circuits
Booming in South
Memphis— One-night

stand

theatre

cir-

cuits are growing by leaps and bounds in
the mid-south, W. M. Snelson, Republic
Pictures manager here, reports after an
extensive tour of the territory. Snelson
says one man or a group of men, equipped with portable equipment, will sign up
about six towns in a concentrated area
where there are no shows, and show in
each town for one night.
“The problem is becoming increasingly
difficult for film men,” he said, “and is
one that is destined to confront the entire
industry before many months.”
Mr. Snelson says the difficulty is most
apparent where the product is sold for a
short period in which it is shown in any
number of towns, with no accurate method
of keeping tab. Temporarily, he has
adopted a weekly selling policy.

Death of C. M. Wills
Charlotte — Charles

M. Wills, 58, father-

in-law of “Cy” J. Henry Dillon, manager of
the Republic exchange, died suddenly at
Myrtle Beach, S. C., April 30. Mr. Wills
was superintendent of the press department
of the Charlotte Observer and its oldest
employe in point of service, having been
connected with the paper continuously 41
years.

OKLAHOMA
(Continued

CITY

from page 89)

fith grows ever bigger as the circuit last
week took over the Temple and Thomas
theatres, Kingfisher, appointing Melvin
Blackledge manager.
By their new window signs you shall
know them — Allied and A. & M. Film exchanges. . . W. R. Howell is connected with
the installation of new equipment in Pete
Crown’s new Bartlesville theatre. Howard
was previously reported as consulting engineer for the theatre, which will open soon

TERRITORY
FLORIDA
Moore

Birmingham,

Ala. — ^Francis

S. Falken-

burg of Columbia, S. C. has been made
manager of the Alabama here, according
to R. M. Kennedy, district manager of the
Alabama Theatres Inc.
Palkenburg was formerly manager of
the Carolina Theatre in Columbia, S. C.
He has also managed theatres in Greensboro, Hickory and Durham, N. C. and
Miami, Fla.

AMUSE.
ADDS

Greenfield,

equipment.

MONARCH
qUAUTV

SUi»ilEME LET LIVE PRICES I
OEPENO ABLE SERVICE
I
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Rabun

Theatre

will be

work,

Eastman— According to reports, Caut. J.
J. Brown will erect a new theatre building

here at a cost of $20,000 with a seating
capacity of 800, and which will be occupied
by the Princess Theatre.
Fitzgerald — J. T. Taylor

has installed a

photo-electric cell at the drinking fountain in the Grand Theatre, which has attracted considerable attention by patrons,
young

and old.

MISSISSIPPI

Baldwin — A new

cooling system

has been

installed in the Lyric Theatre here.
Mendenhall — Mendenhall

Theatre,

oper-

ated by Herbert Everett of Magee, was
destroyed by fire recently. He carried no
insurance.
Olive — The

formal

opening

of Mt.

Olive’s new theatre was held April 19, according to G. L. Rawls, owner and manager.
Rolling

Fork — The

new

Royal

Theatre

has completed the installation of the new
sound system and the opening is expected
soon.
NORTH

CAROLINA

Lenoir — Special equipment

for the hard-

of-hearing has been installed in the State
Theatre here by Manager A. A. Hutchinson.
SOUTH CAROLINA
Bishopville — Remodeling

work

is being

done on the Lyric Theatre here by C. B.
Andrews, owner and manager.
TENNESSEE
Pleasant — Plans

have

been

an-

nounced for the remodeling and redecorating of the Paramount Theatre here.

Amuse-

New Foley Theatre
Foley,

Ala. — G. H. Buley,

owner

of the

ment Co. of Covington, Tenn. has leased
the W. L. Hall building here for a modern
theatre.

Palm Theatre, has announced plans for
the construction of a new theatre building. The house will cost approximately

An ordinance permitting Sunday
has been passed by the city council.

$18,000.

shows

. . . Columbia’s C. A. “Dewey” Gibbs attended a divisional meeting May 1-2 in
New Orleans.
Exhibitors seen on Filmrow the past
week include: D. G. Hughes, Heavener; W.
O. Kemp, Poteau; R. E. Brazil, Wetumpka;
D. C. Dyan, Pawnee; A. D. Brawner, Hooker; Miss Ada Terry, Konawa; Mr. and
Mrs. A. C. Carlisle, Hinton; Charles Rook,
Watonga; C. A. Runyon, Barnsdall; A. B.
Momand, Shawnee; John McGinley, Wilburton; Leonard White, Weatherford; Carlos Jones, Lawton; Frank Miller, Marlow;
Pete Crown, Pampa, Tex., and Wright Hale,
Spearman, Tex.

Davis,

closed for two weeks for remodeling
according to Manager Tomlin.

CO.
Ruffin

Kayes

GEORGIA

Clayton— The

GREENFIELD

Tenn. — The

Mary

recently purchased the Glades Theatre here, has completely renovated the
house and installed new and modern

Mt.

RUFFIN

Haven — Mrs.

who

Mt.

F. S. FALKENBURG TO
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THIS
SCOTT

WEEK

WE

MEET

E. CHESNUTT

Atlanta — Affectionately

known

as “Scot-

ty” to everyone in the territory, Scott E.
Chesnutt, division manager of GB productions, and one of the most colorful figures
in the industry in the south, has added
another highlight to his colorful career
by being appointed Lieutenant Colonel on
the official staff of Governor Rivers of
Georgia, and after only a year’s residence
in the state.
Into

Film

Business

in 1918

Scotty entered the film business with
Paramount Pictures in Atlanta (after the
baseball season closed in 1918) when their
office was on Luckie St. He traveled out
of Atlanta until 1923, when he was transferred to the Jacksonville office as salesman. later being made branch manager.
In 1935 he was returned to the Atlanta
office for a short time before resigning
from Paramount to accept the post he now
holds as division manager of GB Pictures.
Ardent

Sports

Fan

Scotty is an ardent sports fan, a flair
which dates back to the time he was covering sports news for the Birmingham
News, following his graduation from Howard College, which job incidentally lead
to his umpiring career, and later resulted
in his being cast in a Paramount Pictures
“Casey at the Bat” as the umpire.
The Atlanta-Georgian carried a story by
Ed Danforth, sports writer, Sunday, April
25 issue, “How Scotty Chesnutt Broke in
as Umpire.” Quoting Danforth:
‘Scotty Chesnutt was standing by,
dressed in all the modest simplicity of

a Neon sign.
tweeds, flecked
beige shirt and
tie were talking

His
with
his
for

suit of champagne
red and green, his
green-and-red plaid
him.

‘That Matty broke me in as an umpire. I’ll never forget him,’ he said.
‘I was writing sports in Birmingham
when Carleton Molesworth had the club
and they were playing the Giants an exhibition game. I went down on the field
and asked Moley for his batting order.
He gave it to me and offered me a copy
of the Giant’s hitting order, too. Matty
was to pitch.
‘Who is the umpire?’ I asked.
‘Hey, I forgot to get one,’ Moley answered. ‘Never once thought of it! If
you want to make $20 you can have the
‘Well, I never had umpired a game,
but I would have cut a man’t throat for
$20 in those days, so I accepted it.
‘I got by all right for two innings
standing out there behind Mathewson,
andjob.’
he had nothing to say about my
decisions. I’ll admit I was guessing when
he was pitching, for his fast ball looked
like an aspirin tablet to me. A lot of
them were low, around the knees, and
I had him in several holes, but he got
out with his high, hard one.
‘As he came out for the third inning,
Matty said to me:
‘Mr. Umpire, that low ball I am pitching is what is called the fade-away. You
may not have seen it before. It comes
up to the plate, just above the knees,
and breaks downward sharply. I believe
I am correct when I say that you have
been mistaken in calling several of those
pitches balls instead of strikes.’
‘All I could say was thank you, sir.
And we got along fine after that. The
Birmingham club did not get a man to
first base and the Giants won, 5 to 0.’
However, he made good, and umpired the
Southern League and the International
League for several years.
Lecture

George Weeks, general manager of
American distribution of GB, and Scott
Chesnutt, southern division manager
for GB, with headquarters in Atlanta,
caught in front of the Lincoln Theatre, Miami, recently.
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Tour

^HEATRE

business in Mississippi, Tennessee and Arkansas is in better shape
than in many years, say business experts,
and apparently so, judging from the reports brought back to Memphis headquarters by film and equipment salesmen. New
movie houses are springing up all around
and those in business for a number of
years are on a remodeling and equipment
buying “spree.”
The new Leper & Sharp house at Linden, Tenn., has been operating a week
with a 200-seat capacity . . . Charles Monts
opened improvised theatres in Nettleton
arid Shannon, Miss., two weeks ago . . .
Charles Ward, opening the Ward at Corning, Ark., this week has purchased modern equipment from the National Theatre
Supply Co. . . . Earl Vandiver, operator of
the Palace at Kennett, Mo., has ordered
a raft of new equipment including a cooling system and projection parts . . . Dave
Flexner and Bernard Haberfeld are installing cooling equipment at their Ritz in New
Albany, Miss.
Page M. Baker, RKO manager, is just
back from Nashville where he accompanied
Vernon H. Adams, public relations man.
Incidentally, the two received the governor’s endorsement of the RKO Photoplay
Study Guide, RKO educational feature.
Page will leave Memphis June 12 with his
two salesmen, Norman Colquohoun and
Steve Stein, to attend the opening of the
RKO national convention at the Ambassador in Los Angeles June 16.
Nate Bernstein, popular co-owner of the
Monarch Theatre Supply Co., is making
a week’s business tour of North Mississippi
. . . Wayne Brenkert, of the Brenkert Light
Projection Co., at Detroit, spent last week
in the office of Monarch, distributors of
his Suprex lamps.
National Theatre Supply Co. is in the
throes of a $2,000 program of remodeling
that will be complete within a month. The
office space is being increased, the walls
redecorated and air-conditioning installed
. . . Mae Browning Heaton, the manager’s
personable secretary, whose marked resemblance to Myrna Loy is the talk of the
town, found the noise too much for her
and moved into the Columbia office next
door.
Republic Pictures has a new contract
clerk in the person of pretty Helen Huffman . . . A. C. Bromberg of Atlanta, president of Republic Pictures Corp. of the
Southeast, is visiting the local branch for
several days . . . Smith Brothers are instal ing a new cooling system in their Imperial at Pocahontas, Ark.

at 19

That’s only one incident, Scotty can
tell you hundreds. Ask him sometime
about the lecture tour he made when he

smuggle him out the back way to his hotel
to save the party’s honor, even to rescuing
his derby from the familiar cuspidor.

was 19, lecturing on “The Works of Shakespeare.” Or the time he ran for Lt. Governor of Alabama on the wet ticket and
was defeated by the dry candidate, who
Scotty discovered celebrating his victory in
advance in the town saloon and helped

That’s Scotty Chesnutt of the red carnation-boutonniere and patent leather
shoes, who, though he hob-nobs with kings
or governors will never lose the common
touch.
Congratulations, Colonel Scott Chesnutt.
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SELLS

AND

BUYS

EQUIPMENT,

Classified Ads
GENERAL
OLD

THEATRES,

10c Per Word,

MAN WEATHER
WILL BE PUTTING ON THE HEAT SOON. AIR CONDITION your theatre with S.O.S. Blowers,

priced as low as $59.90 complete, less motors. Get our prices on all air conditioning needs. Save money. S.O.S. , 636-BQ
Eleventh Ave., New York.
5-8

NEW

Payable

ia Advance.

COOLING

EQUIPMENT

EQUIPMENT

SPECIAL DIVIDEND VALUES TO
ATRE OWNERS. Our big Clearance

IS YOUR SOUND AS GOOD
AS YOU
REALLY
WANT
IT? TRY
OUR
NEW

SOUND

Eleventh
5-8

EQUIPMENT

COMPLETE
line of Lafayette FacsimiliTone theatre sound systems, theatre accessories and amplifying equipment. Send
for free descriptive theatre bulletin No.
T 26-E7, 100 Sixth Ave., New York; 901 W
Jackson Blvd., Chicago; 430 W. Peachtree
St., N. W., Atlanta.
5-8

THEATRE
LOOKING

FOR

CHAIRS

GOOD

CHAIRS?

WE

HAVE ’EM. USED OPERA CHAIRS, ALL
MAKES, priced 75c up. Thousands listed
in our bulletin
enth Ave., New

15L. S.O.S., 636-BQ
York.

USED

Elev5-8

EQUIPMENT

$1.00 Display Rotes on Request*

VENTILATING

THEATRES

MARVELOUS
BARGAINS
IN STANDARD MAKES USED THEATRE
AMPLIFIERS, OPERADIO, Webster, Radiart,
Mellaphone, RCA, $19.50. Sound Heads for
Simplex, Powers, $15.00 up. S.O.S., 636-BQ,
Eleventh Ave., New York.
5-8
SIMPLEX

PROJECTORS

and

;; May

8, 1937.

TWO

THEATRES,

St., Kansas

WANTED

completely

City, Mo.

THEATRES

EITHER

OF

B-822, Boxoffice,

THESE

E.
5-1

WANTED

4704 E. 9th St., Kansas

City, Mo.

Kansas

City, Mo.

PRINTING

Behrndt,

Paynesville,

HELP

town

6x9 HERALDS — 5 thousand— $4.25. 3x8
Heralds — 5 thousand $3.00. 1'3 deposit.
F. O. B. Atlanta. Free cut service. Quaker
Printery, 643 Washington St., Atlanta, Ga.
5-24-38

of 20,000
tween 22 and

5-8

WANTED
of tip top qualificatheatres in college

good family background and excellent personality. State salary expected. All applications will be kept strictly confidential.
Apply in writing to B-827, Boxoffice,
E. 9th St., Kansas City, Mo.

HANDY

4704 East Ninth St.,
Kansas City, Mo.
Kindly insert the following ad
through

Minn.

people. Age must be be35, have good education,

ORDER''

BOXOFFICE,

section, running

5-1

WANT TO BUY, RENT OR LEASE paying movie theatre located anywhere. Give
full particulars first letter. $25.00 paid for
information if deal is made. Edwin

WANTED — Manager
tions, capable of two

IS YOUR

5-22

THEATRE
WANTED— Town 700 to 1,500
population. Minnesota, northern Iowa or
western Wisconsin. Good territory. Give
details. B-821, Boxoffice, 4704 E. 9th St.,

KOZONO, the machine that eliminates
all odors electrically. Used by theatres in
27 states. Small cost. No upkeep. Write
for catalogue. Representatives wanted.
The Kozono Co., Charlotte, N. C. tf (b3-13)

HOUSE”

4704

EXPERIENCED
THEATRE
Operator
desires to buy or lease small theatre in
East. Also consider percentage operation.

DEODORIZERS

HERE

5-1

FOR LEASE

cash required. B-823, Boxoffice,
9th St., Kansas City, Mo.

BOOK
BARGAINS.
SLOANE’S “Motion
Picture Projection” or Mancall’s “Servicing Projection Equipment.” Fully illustrated. Full of facts, charts, technical help.
Both books $1.69. S.O.S., 636-BQ Eleventh
Ave., New York.
s-g

THEATRICAL

equipped

FOR
LEASE — Two theatres in towns
near Rochester, population 1,500 each. $500

BOOKS
98c BUYS

seat town,

with portable booths. Equipments must be
moved out. B-825, Boxoffice, 4704 E. 9th

WILL PAY
HIGHEST
PRICES FOR
SIMPLEX, POWERS
PROJECTORS, ARC
LAMPS, Rectifiers, Generators, Lenses,
stocks liquidated. Prompt action. B-826,
Boxoffice. 4704 E. 9th St., Kansas City,
Mo.
5-8

ONLY

county

I 10c a

(Send Cash

4704
5-8

BLANK
word

J ^ insertions
| at price of 3

times in your "CLEARING
ALL

seven

sectional editions of BOXOFFICE:

Parts—

Lamphouses — Chairs — Sound Equipment
and Parts — Generators — Rectifiers — Ticket Machines and Choppers — Screens —
Lenses — Parts for All Machines. ASK US.
We have what you need. Midwest Theatre Supply Co., 1223 So. Wabash Ave.,
Chicago.
tf (b3-13)

BOXOFFICE

Missouri

THEATRES
EQUIPMENT

BEFORE BUYING your operating room
equipment compare our prices with others.
Free trials on all used and new merchandise. Tell us your needs. Used sound heads
for Simplex projectors, $39. Western Feature Film and Supply Co., 1018 S. Wabash
Ave., Chicago.
x5-l

THEATRE,

FOR SALE

240 seats, admission 10-25c. B-828, Boxoffice, 4704 E. 9th St.. Kansas City, Mo.
5-8

NOW
available used ARCTIC NU-AIR
Blowers and Air Washers at low prices.
Give auditorium size and seating capacity.
Write U. S. Air Conditioning Corporation,
Northwestern Terminal, Minneapolis,
Minn.
5-8

Audio-Matic Volume Control Amplifier,
with metal tubes. Size for every theatre,
from $39.50. Your old equipment traded.
Get our offer. S.O.S., 636-BQ
Ave., New York.

AND

Minimum

BARGAINS — Reconditioning Arctic NuAIR blowers, noiseless drives, air washers.
Write for prices. Southern Air Conditioning Corp., 101 Walton, Atlanta, Ga. b2-27

THEEvent

is on now! Savings 20 to 50% on Projectors, Sound Equipment, Chairs, Screens, Air
Conditioners. Accessories. Supplies, etc.
Send today for Bargain Catalog. Consolidated Theatre Supply Corp., 1600-C Broadway, New York.
tf (b4-3)

\^Uatlna 4jou5e

SERVICES

Blind ads — 10c extra to cover cost of postage.
(Don't forget to count words in name

and address that is to appear in the ad.)

'Adilre.ON copy to IlOXOFFICE,
4704 E. Ninth St., Kansas
City,
Forms
close Monday
noon
preeedine
publication date.

Mo.
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Motion

"MAKE
BEULAH

WAY

BONDI

Picture

FOR

VICTOR

Daily

TOMORROW

MOORE

• FAY BAINTER

• THOMAS

MITCHELL

Produced and directed by Leo McCarey (He gave you
^'Ruggles of Red Gap'O

*

A Paramount Picture

»*“''''rfm^.

"
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StA

gill Powella lu
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m
Ra
Don^t
let a day pass
without a plug for
‘A DAY AT THE
RACES’

Marx

Bros.”

“Clark Gable will top
‘San Francisco’ with
‘PARNELL’ — Myrna
Loy’s the gal in it!”

“Garbo

t

and Boyer

in ‘BELOVED’!

You’ll

*
hear plenty about it!”

ARE YOU
LISTENING?

BDXDFFIC
THE

NATIONAI.

FILM

W E E K L Y

The
Doob,

department,

gave

head
some

Theatre

mana-

sound

advice

anent

have

discussed

many

times — the ef-

fort put forth on "B" pictures. We don't think
there is a circuit under the sun which puts forth
such universal
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results as ours. But in most

cases

eat, drink

call. They

vance of "stocking"

have

and

to be SOLD — in ad-

while they are on dis-

play— NOW. The public is well-enough informed on the big pictures. But it was little pictures
that made

this an

the bigger

ones

contributing

industry

open

and

the showings

Henry

made

possible

to the art of the industry and

their doors
BETWEEN

and

that are fine prestige builders,

ing to sell the little ones

such amazing
we

EDITIONS

Ford makes

the qualities and

to exhibitors

their theatres

help-

to keep
operating

of the big ones.
a car that lacks many

refinements

of

of the Rolls-Royce.

and sleep ’Maytime,' 'Ziegfeld,' 'Libeled Lady,'
etc., and forget completely those pictures which

But there are millions more of Henry's cars in
use and their owners are satisfied with their pur-

creep in between. It's human nature to work on
the things we LIKE and shun others which are

Royce"

not so appealing, but couldn't we sometimes run
a little contrary to precedent and run up some

hundreds
for mass

really amazing

that are made

grosses

on

one

of the little fel-

lows that lacks star power, etc.? It'd be an interesting experiment to stage a sensational campaign on a
happens!

second-rate

picture and

often do an
have

see

what

chases. The industry

amazingly

to work
There

to product,

good

but they

job on what

productions

fairly good

and

Mr.

variance
percentage

bigger

be greatly expanded
were
many

hits. The
if some

of that enthusiasm

put behind the forgotten "in-betweens,"
of which, though they contain good selling elements, are just run

because

in and

they are not of Class

Motion
They

list of hits would

"A"

pictures are perishable

cannot

be

kept on

out

simply

rating.
merchandise.

the shelf awaiting

a

pic-

and type are alike,
them

to stand

better dating and

the good

to cause

a

out.

always

of difference

and just an exhibitor.
taking advantage

of

qualitie.s — the selling qualities — in the

spells P-R-O-F-I-T

them

among

being a showman

It means

roused
making

"Rolls-

it makes

type that are designed
But, unlike motor cars

tional attention is just the degree

average

big pictures,

few

but

precisely to pattern, motion

Doob soys. Many "in-between" pictures hove
been slighted for too much; enthusiasm has been
to a high pitch on deserving

a

year;

Selecting the better of these "in-betweens"
giving them extra advertising and promo-

between
in what

of the "Ford"
consumption.

enough

they

with."

is real food for thought

produces

each

tures, even though plot, theme
have

Remember — all circuits are not as for-

tunate as ours in regard

$2,

Entered as Second Class
matter at the Postoffice at
Kansas
City, Mo., under
Act of March 3, 1879.

effort and produces

SECTIONAL

Pictures

customer's

"in-

"VVe had an interesting chat "with District
Manager Addison today. He brought up a point
we

SEVEN

of the circuit's publicity

between" pictures that is worth the interest of
all exhibitors. We quote Mr. Doob verbatim:

which

IN

Forgotten

In a recent bulletin to Loew
gers, Oscar

P U B L IS H E D

picture.

This spells W-O-R-K,
in some

places

existed but has never

but it also

where

been

it has

mined.

STUDIO ROW MAY DRAW THEATRES
THRODGHODT CODRTRY MTO STRIKE
Irked by Stars' "Sellout/'
Unions Ask Support for
Boycott Campaign
Hollywood — Infuriated

by

what

Striking Cartoon Craft
Goes to Public
New

strike

leaders termed a “sellout” in the truce
between the Screen Actors’ Guild and the
major producers, generals of the striking
Federated Motion Picture Crafts appealed
to labor unions this week for nationwide
picketing of theatres showing pictures produced by studios involved.
Active

on

Coast

Backing their statements with action,
leaders placed approximately 50 pickets at
Hollywood and Los Angeles theatres Sunday and prepared for nationwide picketing
and boycott of key-city houses this week
under the leadership of the Brotherhood
of Painters, a unit of FMPC.
Charles Lessing, head of the FMPC, assailed the agreement Sunday between producers and the Screen Actors’ Guild wherein the latter won its demand for a guild
shop at major studios. The crafts had
counted on support from the Guild, and
Lessing issued the following statement of
interest particularly to exhibitors who may
become unwillingly involved:
‘Tve learned
actor ... It was
I'll break

every

never to depend on an
a sellout . The heat is on.
star

picket line. I'll show
the backing of the
they

can

be

a

who

passes

through

star."

Supporting
claim to CIO

Workers

Sympathetic

to some extent the Lessing
sympathy was the following

message to him this week from Detroit’s
general executive board of the United Automobile Workers of America:
“The general executive board of the United Automobile Workers of America, now
in session, pledges the solidarity of 300,000
automobile workers to your fight for decent conditions in the motion picture industry. Unless the producers immediately
come to a satisfactory settlement, we are
prepared to inform our members that attendance at any motion picture theatre is
a violation of this solidarity.”
Pickets

in New

York

Thousands of volunteers of the painters’
union were in readiness in New York to
start picketing theatres. L. T. Lindelof,

4

Kuykendall Admits
Concessions Stymie

of

are carrying their fight for recognition direct to the public. Although
14 strikers were arrested on disorderly charges growing out of a fight
with “loyal” workers, pickets in front
of the building on Broadway where
the studios are located are distributing leaflets to passersby urging them
to bring pressure through their
neighborhood theatres by refusing to
show the Fleischer cartoons.
James Hudley, president of the
Commercial Artists and Designers
Union, which called the walkout late
last week, charged Fleischer has repeatedly refused to negotiate union
recognitio7i, improved working conditions, higher wages and vacations
with pay.

New

president of the Painters’ International
Union, had approved the “immediate and
unlimited” action on the part of the district councils and local unions in the campaign. Strategy was said to include the
calling out of sign writers, scenic painters
and paper hangers in all theatres. Approximately 300 pickets strolled Tuesday in
front of New York houses and news from
union quarters indicated that the number would be increased unless the coast
strike was settled soon.
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of

developments on legislation to control “unfair” commercial practices which President
Roosevelt is known to be planning for introduction after the federal judiciary and
other major issues are out of the way.
It has been reported in Boxoffice over a
period of two months that the prospect
of congressional action has been responsible for the distributors’ apathetic attitude, since any federal regulation of business might supersede the industry’s own.
Meanwhile, Kuykendall and the distributors— and the industry generally — is
watchfully waiting, and Kuykendall is
staying close to Washington, keeping an
eye on the federal tax situation, among
other things. Whether he will make his
announced swing around the country to
marshal exhibitor sentiment for additional
distributor concessions depends on Washington developments. It is probable that he
MPTOA campaign may not be revived until
after Congress adjourns.

SOUND SERVICE SNAG
RCA MEETING TOPIC
New

30

president

last week’s Boxoffice that his organization’s campaign for further concessions,
including conciliation machinery, has been
indefinitely postponed.
The major reason, as reported last week,
is that the industry awaits congressional

If Fleischer’s attitude continues
adamant, Hudley said, the union will
appeal to the National Labor Relations Board for relief. Such a move
might prove embarrassing to both
sides, he said.

VOL.

York — Ed Kuykendall,

the Motion Picture Theatre Owners of
America, this week confirmed the story in

a

them they have to have
labor movement before

Lessing’s threat was seen by observers
here as the front for the national picketing movement. Claiming support of the
Committee for Industrial Organization.
Lessing said that thousands of pickets
shortly would appear at leading theatres
in the larger cities unless the producers
agreed to include the striking crafts in
the basic pact now operative in regard to
skilled studio technicians.
Auto

York — In the first action

its kind here, striking employes of
the Max Fleischer cartoon studios

3
5
8
11
19
23
25
26
28
29
39
55
63
71
79
87

York — The

lockout

of RCA

and

Erpi sound equipment service men from
theatre booths in several cities and the
lATSE drive to unionize them was scheduled as a topic of discussion at RCA Photophone’s national sales meeting in Indianapolis late this week. The three-day
session was to wind up Saturday. Approximately 125 attended.
The home office delegation was headed
by Ralph B. Austrian and M. F. Burns, assistant vice-presidents in charge of recording operations in the east and west, respectively. Others in the group were Tom
Joyce, Photophone advertising and sales
promotion director; Ed Cahill, national
service manager; Vance Woodcox, sales
executive; Fred Wilson, in charge of district operations; Max Batsel, chief engineer of the Photophone division; Dave
Finn of Photophone advertising, and H. B.
Snook, credit manager.
BOXOrnCE

:; May

15, 1937.

NEWS BRIEFS
A1 Friedlander Dies
in His New York Office

More Than 600 Features
From Twelve Companies

Independent distributor had just returned from a ten- week tour of country; spent
several weeks in hospital last fall.

Exchange Commission
Halts Condor Issue
No more securities to be offered by film
firm pending acceptance of amendment
to prospectus filed last December 30.

New

Independents

Wins Congress' Ege

Distributor representatives to confer
with MPTOA group on screen star radio
programs; meeting later planned with
broadcasters.

More

Majors May Adopt
Ad Rental Plan Soon

Metro and other distributors considering advisability of following Paramount
and Warner lead, with general move likely
in fall.

Exchange Unionization
Spread Again Extended
George Browne, lATSE head, says 35
centers being completed and drive plans
are set to organize unskilled theatre workers. Browne leaves for B[ollywood to study
jurisdictional studio squabble.

British Producer May
Withdraw From America
Alexander Korda on arrival in New York
charges large circuits prejudiced against
British films; says will quit scene unless
warmer reception is forthcomirig.

GB

Confident 20th-Fox
Will Not Disrupt System

Optimistic despite Sidney Kent’s statement on return from England that continuance present distribution deal depends
on suitability GB product next year.

Universal Nips Rumor
Charles Rogers

Exit

Detroit Distributors
Win Tax Tilt Effort
In precedent-setting case, major companies avoid impost on prints on basis of
potential rather than actual value.

Twelve States Defeat
Film Censor Proposals
Fourteen bills defeated would have created state or municipal boards and imposed taxes from $2 to $30 per reel.
:: May

13, 1937.

The securities exchange commission’s
recommendations included a ban against
friendiy receiverships and the placing of
debtors in the control of properties during
reorganization. The solicitation by protective committees of security holders’ assents
to reorganization plans before the courts
examine them would be prohibited on the
that they constitute an “indefensible pressure upon the courts.”
The house judiciary committee Tuesday
approved the Sabath bankruptcy reform
bill which authorizes the comptroller of
the currency to take charge of the reorganization of real estate properties on
which there have been mortgage forclosures. The bill would be operative in such
reorganizations as Paramount and RKO.

More

were

York — The

surpassed

A product chart which shows the tentative schedules announced by producers for
the new season as compared to currentseason lineups appears below.

COMPARISON

tentative

feature

Westerns

year, an increase of more than 18 is apparent due to Monogram’s re-entering the
production field with two series of eight
each and Grand National increasing its
output from eight to 16.
To offset this, Warner, which had a
series of six westerns for 1936-37, has announced none for the coming season. Discounting the smaller companies, the present season’s western list totaled 74, with
next season promising about 100.

by every one of the United Artists branches
during the 14-week period of the company’s George Schaefer sales drive which
ended May 1. Cash receipts exceeded by
40 per cent the biggest previous week in
the company’s history.
Both Schaefer and A. W. Smith jr., general sales manager, expressed their deep
gratification with the success of the drive.

New

Total

Although all but three of the companies
will release the same percentage of westerns for 1937-38 as during the current

UA SCHAEFER DRIVE
SETS SALES RECORDS
York — Sales quotas

Boost

planned by the 12 companies for 1937-38,
compared with a total of between 40 and
50 to be delivered before the end of the
current season.
Musicals are invariably classed in the
higher brackets due to the customary production numbers and additional expense
and lyric writers, dance direcfor song
tors and such.

ground

New

May

Independent companies, such as Imperial with an announced schedule of 32
features, may add another 50 to this total
before the end of the new season.
A trend toward a greater percentage of
“A” and “B” product, or higher budgeted
pictures, is indicated for the new season,
although no company has divided its product into the “A” and “B” classification.
However, each studio has announced more
“big” productions as well as musicals,
with more than 65 of the latter tentatively

for

immediate consideration of the securities
exchange commission proposal to regulate
corporation reorganizations was observed
this week among congressional members.

PRODUCT

Company has highest regard for Rogers,
has not considered a change, has negotiated with no other person, says Chairman
of the Board J. Cheever Cowdin.

BOXOFnCE

sentiment

600 features,

or an increase of 50 over the 1936-37 season, will be released by the 12 distributing
companies during the 1937-38 season, according to estimates available this week at
the home offices here.

Revamp Regulation
Washington — Gathering

Radio Committee Plans
to Meet on Wednesday

York — Approximately

product

from

■37

CHART
12 distributing

companies

for 1937-38, compared with 1936-37 stands as follows (The figure for features
includes
westerns and musicals) ;
Company
Features

COLUMBIA
GRAND NATIONAL
GB PRODUCTIONS
IMPERIAL PICTURES
METRO-GOLDWYN-MAYER
MONOGRAM
PARAMOUNT
RKO RADIO
REPUBLIC
20TH CENTURY-FOX
UNITED ARTISTS
UNIVERSAL
WARNER-FIRST NATL

.

58

,
.
.

.

65
24
32
44 to 52
42
58
54

.
.
.

54
65
36

.
.

42
60

.
.

Western
16

16

Musicalsi

2
6

8
16
8
6
24
6
6
6

8
2
12
6
7
12
2
9
2

Features

58
52
24
8
44 to 52

Westerns

16
8

Musicals

2
3

5

No product during 1936- 6
8
60 to 65
65
11
54
6
7
54
42
8
6
60
1
31
24
3
6
8

5
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A HOLDOVER SENSATIONf IN

a*

Trade Leaders Commend
Memorial Service Plan
New

York — Wide

endorsement

by indus-

try executives in New York and Hollywood
has been given the proposal for annual
memorial services for the departed in the
industry.
Many

Figures

Active

The great majority of those responding
to an invitation to aid in sponsoring the
memorial have consented to serve actively
on the committees. Others, because of time
limitations, have declared their willingness
to cooperate in other ways.
Commendation of the plan followed publication in Boxoffice recently of a story
outlining its purpose, which is an appropriate, dignified tribute on the part of
the industry as a whole to those of its
members who have passed on.
To Be Held

in Fall

It is the consensus among a number of
prominent New York executives who are
serving on the committee that because this
is the season of the year when motion
picture companies are holding or about to
hold their sales conventions and because
of the approach of summer, that the services be postponed until the fall. Accordingly, plans for the memorial will proceed
along definite lines after Labor Day.
Memorial

Services

Committee

The following New York executives have
consented to serve on the committees or
otherwise assist;
Neil Agnew, vice-pres.. Paramount Pictures, Inc.; Jack Alicoate, publisher. The
Film Daily; Edward L. Alperson, pres..
Grand National Films, Inc.; Barney Balaban, pres.. Paramount Pictures, Inc.; Harry
Brandt, Brandt Theatres; president, ITOA;
J. E. Brulatour, Brulatour, Inc.; H. D.
Buckley, vice-pres., United Artists Corp.;
Lowell V. Calvert, Selznick International
Pictures; John D. Clark, vice-pres., 20th
Century-Fox Film Corp.
George F. Dembow, National Screen
Service; Ned E. Depinet, vice-pres., RKO
Radio Pictures, Inc.; Howard Dietz, adv.
& pub. dir., Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Pictures; Oscar A. Doob, adv. & pub. dir.,
Loew’s Theatres; A1 Finestone, associate
editor, Boxoffice; Y. Frank Freeman,
vice-pres.. Paramount Pictures, Inc.; Robert Gillham, adv. & pub. dir.. Paramount
Pictures, Inc.; James R. Grainger, general
manager of distribution. Universal Film
Exchanges, Inc.; E. B. Hatrick, exec, vicepres., Cosmopolitan Corp.; Gabriel L. Hess,
general attorney, MPPDA.
W. Ray Johnston, president. Monogram
Pictures Corp.; E. L. Kuykendall, president.
Motion Picture Theatres Owners of America; Arthur L. Mayer, Rialto Theatre; Carl
E. Milliken, secretary, MPPDA; Com. Paul
Moss, department of licenses. New York
City; James A. Mulvey, vice-pres. Samuel
Goldwyn, Inc.; Louis Nizer, attorney;
David Palfreyman, MPPDA; C. C. Petti-

8

john general counsel, MPPDA; Terry Ramsaye, editor. Motion Picture Herald; Walter
Reade, Walter Reade Theatres; Ben Roman, former New York exhibitor who suggested the plan for memorial services;
Sol A. Rosenblatt, attorney; Nicholas M.
Schenck, pres., Loew’s, Inc.; E. A. Schiller,
vice-pres., Loew’s, Inc.
Ben Shlyen, publisher, Boxoffice; Louis
K. Sidney, managing director, WHN Radio Station; Courtland Smith, president,
Pathe News, Inc.; Amedee J. Van Beuren,
pres.. The Van Beuren Corp.; W. G. Van
Schmus, managing director. Radio City
Music Hall; Walter Vincent, Wilmer &
Vincent Corp.; George W. Weeks, general
sales manager, Gaumont British Pictures
Corp.; Herbert J. Yates sr., pres.. Consolidated Films Industries, Inc.
Acceptances have also been received from
the following in Hollywood;
S. J. Briskin, vice-pres., RKO Radio
Pictures, Inc.; Sol Lesser, Principal Productions, Inc.; Nat Levine; David L. Loew,
David L. Loew Productions, Inc.; Tom S.
Pettey, MPPDA; Chas. R. Rogers, exec,
vice-pres. in charge of production. Universal Pictures Co.; Kenneth Thomson, secretary, Screen Actors’ Guild; Walter F.
Wanger, Walter Wanger Productions, Inc.;
W. R. Wilkerson, publisher, Hollywood Reporter; Darryl F. Zanuck, vice-pres., 20th
Century-Fox Film Corp.

ALL
OF PARAIVIOUNT'S
BRANCHES
TOP QUOTA
New

William Erbb, district manager of Boston, New Haven and Maine, won the first
prize of $650 in his division and Milton
Kusell, district manager of New York,
Brooklyn, Jersey, Albany and Buffalo,
drew the second prize of $450. Myron Battler of New York won $600 in the branch
managers’ division and Irwin Lesser, also
of New York, received $500 in the salesmens’ division.
Other

a weather

Winners

Other winners and prizes in the branch managers’ divisions were: A1 Kane, Boston, $400; Edward Bell, Jersey, $300; Edward
Ruff, New
Haven, $225; A. M. Clark, Columbus, $125. In the
salesmen’s group: H. Kaufman,
Jersey, $450; H.
W'irthwein, Chicago, $400; J. Gubbins, Boston,
$350; B. Brooks, New
York, $300; H. Germaine,
New
Haven, $250; J. Gardner, Columbus, $200;
O. Elmo. Pittsburgh, $150; M. Segal, Seattle, $100;
J. Harris, Boston, $50.
G. DeWaide
headed
the ad sales managers
group and won
first place of $200, followed by
William Rau, San Antonio. $150; Selby Carr, Minneapolis, $100; J. Spiegle, Pittsburgh, $75, and
L. Beecher, Albany, $50.
The

results of the bookers’ prizes were, consecutively, New York, Boston, Jersey, New Haven,
Seattle, Maine, Chicago, Pittsburgh, San

Columbus,
Antonio.

Employes of the first five exchanges, exclusive
of branch managers, salesmen, bookers and ad
sales managers
received the following salary bonuses; New York, two weeks’ salary; Boston, one
salary.
and a half week’s salary; Jersey, one week’s salary; New Haven
and Columbus, one-half week’s
Sponsor’s
following:

wrist watches were
J. Gubbins, Boston;

awarded
to the
I, Lesser, New

York;

II. Rubin, Philadelphia; J. Gardner, Columbus; H. Wirthwein, Chicago; E. I. Rubin,
Omaha;
K. Chalman, Atlanta; C. Duerr, Denver;
M. Segal, Seattle; F. Anderson, Minneapolis; G.
Gaughan, San Antonio; H. Pfaff, Toronto.

•

BUYING IS SLOWER,
ALLIED CONTENTION
Washington — Cocking

York — For the first time in the his-

tory of Paramount sales drives, each exchange topped its 100 per cent quota in
the recent Zukor Silver Jubilee drive, announced Neil F. Agnew, vice-president in
charge of distribution, prior to leaving for
a vacation in Hawaii.

REVIEW

eye at

the shortening foreshadow of the Allied
national convention May 26 in Milwaukee,
that organization’s leaders announced here
last week that exhibitors are making haste
slowly in signing for new product.
“Preliminary tabulations of 375 forms
covering upwards of 400 theatres located
in 29 exchange centers,” said the report,
indicates “that not more than 22 have
bought anything like their requirements
for the ensuing year; 38 have bought two
or three products . . . and 34 have bought
only one line of product, leaving 281 who
have signed no contracts whatever.”
The results of the survey will be revealed at the convention, and Allied says
that “the final report will reveal interesting facts regarding the buying habits of
the exhibitors in different parts of the

York — The

American

premiere

OF MYSTERY
(Para)— To say this
melodrama
is little better than

mediocre

is to treat

it kindly,

deeming feature being

its sole

capital

re-

perform-

ances by Grant Richards and that old reliable comic, Roscoe Kams. Grant Richards,
Helen

Burgess,

MOUNTAIN

Roscoe

JUSTICE

Karns.

(FN)— Unfolded

with

un-

necessary brutality, this picture's already
restricted appeal is even further curtailed
by the limitations of its story structure.
Produced with a shocking grimness that
leaves it with but a slim chance to pay its
George

Brent,

Josephine

Hutchinson.

say.
SLIM (WB) — A drama that will delight, amuse
and touch at the hearts of those who see it.

UA "Lips" Premiere
New

NIGHT
murder

way.

country.”

•

FLASHES

A

of

UA’s “Dreaming Lips” will be held at the
Rivoli Theatre May 19. Elisabeth Bergner,
Raymond Massey and Romney Brent are
cast in the picture’s feature roles. In addition, academy award-winning Walt Disney shorts for the past five years will be
presented.

Pat

O'Brien,

Henry

Fonda,

Margaret

Lind-^

COMPLETE REVIEWS on the above
pictures will appear in an early issue
of BOXOFFICE.

BOXOFnCE

:: May

15, 1937.

UA Introduces Title on
Print Frame
New

York — A

method

of foreign

title printing which Arthur W. Kelly,
vice-president of United Artists,
calls ‘‘the most important technical
advance since the standardizing of
the 2,000-/ooi reel” has been perfected by members of UA’s technical
laboratory, assisted by Technicolor
technicians. The new idea, which
is not patentable, is applicable both
to color and black-and-white film
and consists of printing the titles on
the bottom ‘‘frame line” instead of
within the frame as has been the
practice heretofore. Only a minor
adjustment in the projector aperture
is needed for this new technique,
Kelly said.

Sixty Features, 134 Shorts
onWarner's New Schedule
New

York — An

investment

of approxi-

mately $5,000,000 in books, plays and original stories and screenplays for the 60
features planned by Warner Bros, and affiliated companies during 1937-38 was
cited Wednesday by Jack L. Warner, vicepresident in charge of production, in announcing the lineup to the annual sales
convention at the Waldorf Astoria Hotel
here.

New York — Prizes were awarded Monday afternoon at the Warner sales convention by Gradwell L. Sears, general sales
manager, to winners of the recently concluded Sears sales drive. District winners
were Leo Blank, midwest district manager, Chicago, and Robert Smeltzer, midAtlantic district manager, Washington.
Branch awards went to the following exchange managers who placed in the order listed:
Rud Lohrenz, Minneapolis; Harry Seed,
Pittsburgh: A. Shmitken, Cincinnati; R. L.
McCoy; Charlotte; Fred Greenberg, Indianapolis; T. R. Gilliam, Chicago; R. T.
Smith, Milwaukee: William Warner, Kansas City; Nat Furst, Boston; C. K. Olson,
Omaha; Norman Ayers, Albany: R. S.
Smith, Buffalo; Robert Smeltzer, Washington; W. G. Mansell, Philadelphia; L.
McKenzie, St. John (Canada); J. C. Vergesslich, Atlanta: M. A. Mooney, Cleveland: John Pavone, New Haven; Byron
Adams, Memphis; A. W. Anderson, Des
Moines: Hall Walsh, St. Louis.

OUTLINES MONOGRAM
SALES DRIVE DETAILS
Chicago — ^Details of the Monogram

Brush, both starring Kay
by Fannie Hurst, starring

Warner

Based

on Plays

said that 11 features would

be

plays,” as

“Tovarich,” with Claudette Colbert,
Charles Boyer, Basil Rathbone; “First
Lady,” to star Kay Francis; “Jezebel,” to
star Bette Davis; “A Slight Case of Murder,” Edward G. Robinson with Pat
O’Brien; “White Horse Inn,” not cast;
“The Desert Song,” not cast; “Boy Meets
Girl,” all-star cast; “Yes, My Darling
Daughter,” all-star cast; “Swing Your
Lady,” Pat O’Brien; “Chalked Out,” not
cast; “On Your Toes,” Ginger Rogers.
Seventeen

From

Books

Frank McHugh,
Jane Wyman,
Alice Biady; “This
Woman
Is Dangerous,” by Don Bryne, co-starring
Jean Arthur and George Brent; “The Valley of
the Giants” (in Technicolor), by Peter B. Kyne,
starring Bette Davis and George Brent; “Gold Is
Wliere You Find It” (in Technicolor), by Clements Ripley, starring George Brent and Olivia de
Havilland.

Productions

Among the rest of the Warner features
for the new season, the following were
described by the production chief;
“The

Great

Havilland.
Love

I'm

Garrick,”

Brian

Aherne.

Olivia

de

Edward
Everett Horton; “Return Engagement.” Fernand Gravet, Ethel Merman;
“It’s
After,” Leslie Howard,
Bette Davis,

Olivia de Havilland; “Gold Diggers in London,”
not cast; “Varsity Show,” Dick Powell and Fred
Waring and his Pennsylvanians; “Panama
Canal,”
Paul Muni; “Confession,” Kay Francis, Basil Rathbone,
Ian
Hunter.
Laura
Hope
Crews;
“Casino.”
Warner
Baxter, Ruby Keeler, George Brent. Joan
Blondell; “Submarine
262,” George
Brent. Pat
O’Brien, Ruby
Keeler; “Lady With
Red
Hair,”
Kay Francis tentatively cast; “Campus
Scandals,”
Frank
McMugh
and all-star comedy
cast; “Collusion.” “The Great Lie.” and
“Frenchy,” not
cast; “Larger Than
Life,” Hugh
Herbert, Frank
McHugh,
Allen Jenkins; “Episode,” Miriam Hopkins; “Everybody Was
Very
Nice,” not cast;
Cheers for the Irish,” Pat O’Brien. Humphrey Bogart, Glenda
Farrell, Frank
McHugh,
Allen Jenkins.
“Three

Seventeen pictures based on books are
announced as follows:
“White Banners,” by Lloyd C. Douglas; “The
Story of San Michele,” by Axel Munthe;
“The
Story of Emile Zola,” by Geza Ilerczeg. starring
Paul Muni; “The Sisters,” by Myron Brinig, starring Kay Francis and Miriam Hopkins; “A Prayer for My
Sons,” by Hugh
Walpole, with Kay
Francis and the Mauch
twins; “The Gamblers,”
by Feodor Dostoievsky, starring Edward
G. Robinson, Errol Flynn, Bette Davis, Basil Rathbone;
“The Adventures of Robin Hood,” Errol Flynn,
Olivia de Havilland; “And It All Came True,” by
Louis Bromfield, starring Dick Powell and Gloria
Dickson; “Angle Shooter,” by Adela Rogers St.
John, with Pat O’Brien, Joan Blondell, Margaret

BLOW

Francis; “Sister Act,”
Errol Flynn. Olivia de

Havilland; “Mr. Dodd
Takes the Air,” by Clarence Budington Kelland, featuring Kenny
Baker.

Other
Eleven

based on “successful Broadway
follows:

SEARS GIVES PRIZES
TO CONTEST WINNERS

Lindsay; “Comet Over Broadway,” by Faith Baldwin. and “You’re All I Want,”
by Katherine

Manpower

Peak

Warner enters the new season with a
lineup of 13 associate producers, headed
by Hal B. Wallace as executive producer,
30 directors, 72 writers and 12 song writers and music composers, described by Jack
Warner as the peak of studio man power.
Warner’s Vitaphone lineup of shorts for
the new season totals 134 subjects, 30 of
them two-reelers and 104 single-reelers.

ON

THIS

SPOT

sales

drive ending on July 10, announced at the
convention last Friday by Eddie Golden,
general sales manager, set the goal for the
nine-week period at $1,500,000.
All branch offices and franchise holders
are set up on a percentage of quota basis,
with total cash prizes amounting to $1,000
provided. First prize is $500; second, $300,
and third, $200.
A goal of $4,333,000 has been set for the
entire 1937-38 season, efforts to attain
which will be enlivened by a series of sales
contests through the period.
Six features will be completed and ready
for delivery by June 1, according to Scott
R. Dunlap, production chief. They are:

... IF IT TURNS WHITE YOU
A SYSTEM FOR PROTECTING
RECEIPTS.

DON'T NEED
YOUR CASH

OTHERWISE, YOU SHOULD
VESTIGATE GENERAL REGISTERS.

GENERAL

REGISTER

IN-

CORPORATION

1540 BROADWAY

NEW

YORK

“The Outer Gate,” “Legion of Missing
Men,” “Blazing Barriers,” “The Thirteenth Mu®,” “Paradise Isle,” and “Boy of
the Streets.”
BOXOFFICE

:: May

15, 1937.
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THE
MIDWAY — Outstanding: public attraction of
the Texas Centennial Central Exposition at Dallas. This and many other examples of LIGHTING
correctly applied in the promotion of patronage
will

be presented
tre section.

to

rea<lers

of The

3I<Klern

Thea-

LIGHT:
THE ENDURING

ATTRACimH

Theme:

"THEATRE LIGHTING"

Of all the modern

things that make

a

theatre intimate, interesting and inviting — an
institution within itself — GOOD LIGHTING is
the most versatile in its value to the boxoffice.
In outdoor

advertising

effect; in the comfort

display; for decorative
and

convenience

it pro-

vides; in the gala spirit it lends to a theatre's
every performance, for the projection of the picture on the screen, Light is indeed an enduring
attraction. Without
tre business ....
how

to provide it —

it, there would

be no thea-

Efficient Theatre

Lighting —

will be the editorial theme

for the forthcoming issue of The Modern Theatre section of
This vital phase
of theatre modernizatiori and rnaintenance will
be lifted above

ordinary

trade paper

parlance

and interestingly defined and illustrated. Don't
miss the —

NEW

COVERING

NEW

YORK,

MARYLAND,

JERSEY, DELAWARE,

VIRGINIA

AND

EASTERN

PENNSYLVANIA

CLOSING HOPPERS DIM TAX MENACE
Pennsylvania Assembly Aims Hot Trio

Heart Attack Fatal
to A1 Friedlander
New

York — Death

claimed

Harrisburg — Should

A1 Friedlan-

a ten-week tour of
the country in the
interest of Mutual
Film
Distributors

temper

of theatre
tatives mdicates.

circuit represen-

Aiming a heavy blow at the motion picture industry, the legislature
here this week considered two other
bills, one of which would prohibit block bookmg. Another would
prohibit compulsory designation of
playdates

plagued him recently. He spent several
weeks in a hospital
last fall after a series
of attacks.
the

Friedlander
industry

as

by distributors.

SELZNICK OFFICIALS
AT NEW YORK MEETING
a

licensed motion picture operator in Chicago and became identified with a stock
repertory company 22 years ago. For five
years he was talent manager of the Continental Vaudeville exchai'ge, and then
joined the Celebrated Players Film Corp.
as salesman in 1913, which position he
resigned to serve in the World War until
1918. He managed the American-French
Aero Exposition in 1919 and then joined
the Merit Film Exchanges as New Jersey
manager. In 1927, he joined with Harry
H.

deliberation to include motion picture theatres, be enacted before the
adjournment of the legislature on
May 21 a court test is certain, the

trade

product, Friedlander
succumbed to a heart
ailment that had

entered

cham

store tax bill, amended as the legislature swung into its final week of

der, 46, Wednesday as the veteran independent film man took a nap in his offices
in the RKO
Bldg,
here.
Just returned from

Friedlander

the

Thomas in organizing the First Division exchanges where he was responsible for the formulation of the “March of

Time”

sales plan. Lately he had been associated with Thomas in the release of
several independent pictures.

Music Hall Loss Big
New York — A loss of $1,666,778 was
sustained by the Radio City Music Hall
in over four years of operation as of
April 30, last. This information was given
Wednesday to the special master in the
RKO reorganization hearing.

New

17 of 25 Admission Bills
Downed in Current
Legislatures

New York — The windup of the legislative season finds 17 of the 25 tax bills
aimed

at theatre admissions either defeated or on the verge of such a fate, with

those

still pending seen by industry observers as having little chance for passage.

Of the 25 revenue-producing measures introduced, which represented an all-time
high with respect to the motion picture
industry, not one bill has been enacted.
The bulk of the bills sought to establish
a 10 per cent admission
provided for an increase

tax, while others
in existing levies.

Alabama’s two per cent retail sales tax
went into effect March 1. Although it includes a levy on theatre admissions it is
not regarded as discriminating directly
against the industry.
Colorado has a two per cent retail sales
tax pending in the senate. It would tax
all industries to provide revenue for old
ageConnecticut
pensions.
has a
pending which would
seating tax.

ten per cent tax
repeal the present

York — High-ranking Selznick International executives and officials arrived here Monday for a series of conferences with United Artists executives in
connection with future Selznick product.
The party, expected to remain here three
weeks, included:
David O. Selznick, president; John Hay

Iowa passed
which includes

Whitney, chairman of the board of directors; William A. Wellman, director; Ben
Hecht and Robert Carson, writers; L. F.
Altstock, assistant treasurer; Barbara
Keon, production secretary, and Russell
Birdwell, advertising and publicity director.

Maine failed to take any action on five
tax bills, ranging from one cent to 10 per
cent on admissions.

CASH

a 10 per cent
admissions.

GAMES BANNED
IN PHILLY ENVIRON

Philadelphia — Bank Nite, Bingo and
similar games were banned in Delaware
county, following an order Wednesday by
R. M. Kaplan, chief county detective.
Detectives were sent all over the county, which borders on Philadelphia, and
warned theatre operators conducting such
games, and other
immediately.

EASTERN
EDITION Is One of the Seven Sectional Editions in Which BOXOFFICE
Is Published Weekly. The
Other Six Editions Are; NEW ENGLAND, MIDEAST, CENTRAL, MIDWEST, WESTERN, SOUTHERN.

organizations

to cease

ALFRED

Indiana defeated a proposed
ditional state revenue,

tax for ad-

a two per cent sales tax
theatre admissions,

Kansas defeated a 10 per cent amusement tax bill as well as one that would
place a levy of one
admission.

cent

on

each

20-cent

Maryland’s proposed 10 per cent admission tax was defeated.
Massachusetts has indefinitely postponed
excise

measure

on

theatre

Nebraska defeated a 10 per cent admission tax bill, but is still considering a
luxury tax on admissions, tobacco and
liquor.
North Dakota defeated a bill that proposed a tax on amusements of one cent
on each 50-cent ticket, which would have
been in addition to the existing two per
cent sales tax that includes theatres.
Ohio defeated a bill that proposed a
(Continued on next page)

L. FINESTONE,

Eastern
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Ave.,

New York, N. Y., Phone "Vanderbilt 3-7138. PRESCOTT
DENNETT, Bond Bldg., Washington, D. C., V. W. MORROW, 73 W. Eagle St., Buffalo, N. Y.

Author and Editor Flaij
Criticizers of Pictures
New York — A book and a review of
that book took a heavy-handed sock this
week at professorial criticism of the motion pictures as an incentive to crime in
the young.
Reviewing

in the May

15 issue of News

Week the book, "Art and Prudence” by
Professor Mortimer Adler, Raymond Moley
lashes out at the "pseudo-science which
tries to prove that the movies teach crime
and immorality.” Characterizing Adler's
book as "a thorough debunking of this
high-falutin’ nonsense,” Moley says that
“dry humor and a fine knowledge of the
tricks of the research trade combine to
make it a sizzling analysis of the mess of
half-baked research about the movies
which has been dished up to the public
in the

past

ten years.”

"Pseudo-Scientists”

Only

Recently

"When

many of us, as boys," Moley continues, "were getting ideas about going
to college from the Frank Merriwell
stories or were being inspired by Nick
Carter to become detectives or criminals,
sociologists, thank heaven, hadn’t learned
to make scientific studies of our reactions
to such

influences. Now they do, unfortunately. In recent years universities and

research foundations in increasing numbers have fostered the growth of a kind

tioned: “What picture
vertising on them

RED CROSS PARLEY
HEARS HAYS ADDRESS
Washington — Will H. Hays, president of
the Motion Picture Producers and Distributors of America, urged a middle way in
solving America’s social and economic
problems in an address at a luncheon in
conjunction with the annual convention
of the American Red Cross here Thursday.
"As a nation and as a people we have
emerged from every crisis stronger and
na-

of pseudo-science which tries to prove
that the movies teach crime and immor-

tional progress,” he said. “The prophets
of doom have made literature, rather than
history. Both extremes have been wrong

ality.”
Contending that “such studies never
bother to find out whether boys are made

— they

better by good movies,” Moley points out
that "their conclusions, which have become the basis for books and magazine
articles by the score, have not only unjustly injured the better producers but
have left conscientious mothers and fathers completely confused about the movie
question.”
Sees Better

Understanding

Ahead

The analysis presented in Adler’s book
should "open the way to greater cooperation between the movie industry and the
social and religious bodies concerned with
protection of the young and the week,”
says Moley. “Such cooperation,” he believes, “rather than bungling political censorship, is the clear way to the ends of
both art and prudence, better movies and
better citizens.”

Warner is erecting a twoto house its New York exproperty recently purchased
Warner home office build44th St. here. Demolition

of a five-story building

on the site was

gun this week. The company’s
is now in the Film Center Bldg.

12

a departure

from

our principles.”

Tax Bills
(Continued

from

preceding

seven per cent admission
over 25 cents.

page)

tax on all tickets

Oklahoma has pending a sales and service tax, including a five per cent levy on
admissions of four cents up.
Oregon defeated a bill providing for a
tax of one cent on each 20-cent admission
or fraction thereof on all forms of amusement.
Texas is still considering a bill that would
increase the existing admission tax.
Vermont eliminated a theatre levy in the
revenue measure enacted, which includes
a 10 per cent admission tax.
Washington defeated a 10 per cent admission tax bill but passed a measure raising the exemption from 10 to 20 cents.
Wisconsin has pending a general 10 per
cent a.ssessment on amusements for emer-

New Warner Exchange
New York —
story building
change on the
adjoining the
ing at 321 W.

who saw the decay of our institutions because of their fundamental character, and they who saw in their living

growth

be-

exchange

Glass-setters union claimed jurisdiction over the marble workers for the laying of Vitrolite — composite marble and
glass — and brought dispute before the central labor union of the District of Columbia. The board arbitrated in favor of the

around Washington on the “unfair” list.
Comedy note was struck by various prospective ticket buyers when many ques-

protest and request for a public hearing are local newspapers, legitimate
theatre managers, theatrical labor
unions and actors. A mass meeting
was to be held Sunday.

of our

the

The Gem, the only house left here with
segregated white and colored partitions,
has been picketed by local Moving Picture
Machine Operators Union No. 224 lATSE.
This is possibly the only theatre in or

interests to veto the bill empowering the city license commissioner to
close theatres which in his opinion
stage indecent shoivs. Joining in the

the march

ed for the Calvert, Warner’s latest addition to their local flock of houses, when

men, but the decision was not favorable to the glazers who, up until a few
days before scheduled opening, refused to
glass the theatre and adjoining stores but
finally went to work and finished on schedule.

New York — Heavy pressure is heiny brought to bear on Grovernor
Lehman by New York stage theatre

to continue

Washington — Slight labor troubles loom-

marble

Siage Exerting Pressure
to Beat a Ban

greater

LABOR SQUABBLE IS
SETTLED IN CAPITAL

is that you’re

ad-

signs?”

STAGEHANDS UNION
REELECTS OFFICERS
New York — All officers of Theatrical
Protective Union, Local 1, New York stagehands, were reelected at the annual meeting Sunday.
Named to serve again for one year are
James J. Brennan, president; Joseph L.
Meeker, vice-president; John C. McDowell,
secretary; John J. Garvey, treasurer; Vincent Jacobi and Frank Powderly, business
agents,
at-arms. and

Charles

S. Murphy,

sergeant-

William F. Hall will again be chairman
of the board of trustees, to which Morris
Fox was reelected. Frank Cosgrove was
the only new trustee chosen.

KALMENSON EASTERN
DISTRICT WB HEAD
New York — Ben Kalmenson, central district manager for Warner, has been made
eastern district manager with New York,
Boston, New Haven, Albany and Buffalo
under his supervision.
Robert Smeltzer, mid-Atlantic district
manager, assumes the central district in
addition to his own area which includes
Philadelphia and Washington. His added
branches are Pittsburgh, Cleveland and
Detroit.

RCA Increase
in

New York — An increase of 35 per cent
theatre installations of RCA
sound

equipment as compared to the same period of last year was announced this week
at the annual convention
ley, manager of the RCA
vision.

by E. M. HartPhotophone di-

gency purposes.
Tennessee is still considering a three per
cent gross receipts tax that would include
all places of amusement.
South Carolina has pending a bill that
would repeal the existing seating tax and

initiated their first night’s entertainment
for the national convention here when

returning theatres
sion assessment.

they film
Headlines”

to a 10 per cent admis-

RED

CROSS

CONVENTION

Washington — The

SEES

National

FILM

Red

Cross

premiered “Behind the Flood
at the DAR’s Constitution hall.
BOXOFTICE

May
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DIETZ has climaxed a series
JJOWARD
of spectacular signs featuring M-G-M
pictures on Broadway with the current
one

the Astor for “Captains Courageous.” A masterpiece of mechanical ingenuity, the display is an authentic reproduction of a 40-foot Gloucester schooner, complete with canvas sails, rope rigging and sprays of real water fore and
atop

aft. Ripple machines and sail blowers
vide the necessary motive power.
Mart

Blumenstock

sails May

13 for Cali-

ner’s forthcoming production of that name
. . . Joe Weil has gone to Los Angeles in
sales meeting there
T. Kalmus, TechniMay 16 for London
. . Herynan Robbins
are back from the

The fine reception accorded “A Star Is
Born” here prompted Lowell Calvert, eastern representative for Selznick International, to throw a luncheon for a number
of United Artists executives. A. W. Smith
jr., Arthur W. Kelly, Harry Gold, L. Jack
Schlaifer, Harry D. Buckley, Charles Stern
and Monroe Greenthal participated.
With

the

ailers: Clifford

Ross,

New

pro-

fornia. He’ll stop off at the Panama Canal
for a little publicity background for War-

advance of Universal’s
May 17 .. . Herbert
color president, sails
aboard the Europa .
and George Dembow
coast.

Four New Theatres
in Metropolitan Area

son

of

Harry Ross, head of Ross Federal Checking Service, is doing nicely following an
appendectomy at New Rochelle Hospital
. . . George Baldsoji has quit the hospital
after six weeks and is recuperating at his

York — Plans for the most ambitious schedule of new theatre construction here since last fall were announced

P. T. SHERIDAN IS
PROMOTED BY ERPI

this week, calling for the erection of four
houses in the metropolitan area. In each

New
York — P. T. Sheridan, newlynamed operating manager for Erpi, succeeds G. L. Carrington who has been
named
commercial
relations manager.

RKO’s expansion program also gained
impetus with the acquisition of three theatres in Yonkers and a site reported to
have
L.
I. been purchased in Jackson Heights,

Sheridan, who is directly responsible for
all Western Electric installations and
servicing activities
in the U. S., retains
his general duties as
equipment manager
in his new position.
P. T. Sheridan
Before joining Erpi
in 1927 Sheridan was connected with Bell
Telephone laboratories.

instance

the projects are sponsored
dependent operators.

21-Year

by in-

Lease

The
the

property at 323 Sixth Ave., Manhattan, has been leased for 21 years to
Luxor-Bleecker Amusement Co. and

will be improved
When completed

with a
in the

600-seat house.
fall it will be

called the Waverly. H. Ravitz, who operates the Luxor on Bleecker St., and Edward R. Fiencke are the interested principals.
Randforce has announced plans for a
new house at Church Ave. and 17th St.,
Brooklyn, to seat 1,000. The circuit now

URGES FULL PAYMENT
TO ROXY CREDITORS

operates exclusively in Brooklyn, and recently entered into a profit-sharing arrangement with RKO in the Republic and
Lefferts.

ager of Loew’s State on Broadway , is back
on the job after two weeks of illness . . .

New York — Urging a minor amendment
in Roxy reorganization plan which would

Plans for a 600-seat house at Great
Neck, L. I., have been filed by the Middle

Eddie Dowden, in charge of Loew's Brooklyn publicity, is expected to leave St. Mary’s
Hospital next loeek. After a rest period at

provide that creditors be paid in full instead of a 50 per cent settlement, the special master in the revamp hearings recommended the plan for federal court approval. No provision for stockholders is
made as no equity exists for them. He
valued the Roxy at $7,211,329.
Final court hearing is expected May 21.

Neck

home

in Bayside,

ho?ne he’s going
parades.

L. I. . . . Al Rosen,

in for bigger

and

man-

better

Contributions to science note, or the art
of assault and battery as practiced on the
east side: With his hand in his pocket and
a demand for money on his lips, a man
accosted Martin Viedy, manager of the
Modern Theatre at 1441 Third Ave. Viedy,
who acts as quickly as he sees, snatched
a broom, swung it in a widening arc. The
accoster forgot to duck, settled slowly to
the sidewalk and with acute pain and a
sharp sense of dismay, passed out. Chalk
one up for Mr. Viedy.

Holding Corp. of New York. Construction is to start at once and a deal is
understood under way for an independent
operator to take over.
Dave Rosenzweig and associates have
acquired the property on the northeast
corner of Queens Blvd. and 43rd St., Long
(Continued on page 16)

Sidney R. Kent is back from Europe . . .
Nicholas M. Schenck from Miami . . . Y.
Frank Freeman is due from Dallas early
next week . . . B. S. Moss, Broadway theatre operator, is on his way around Europe
looking at the latest in television . . .
Charles

Curran of Donahue & Coe has returned from Hollywood publicity conferences with Walter Wanger . . . David Bern-

stein and Col. E. A. Schiller of Loew’s are
back from the south . . . Joe Unger, too . . .
George Gerhard and Ed Holland of RKO
are on an advance campaign tour of key
cities on “Toast

of New

York.”

Trust

Walter Wanger to make his backgrounds authentic. This week spots in
Manhattan usually pointed out to sightseers are being caught on Technicolor film
(Continued
BOXOFFICE

on next page)

May

A typical group of Monogram men who atteiided the organization’s fifth
annual convention last week in Chicago. Reading from left to right, front
row: Steve Broidy, Harry Rainer, Sani. Rosen, William Porter, Norton V.
Ritchey, and Louis S. Lifton Back row. standing, are: Roy Springer. O.
Henry Briggs, President W. Ray Johnston, W. E. Osborne, William Onie,
Henri Elman, John Maugham , Claude Hite. Sidney Kulick. Herschel Stuart,
J. P. Friedhof, Cecil Fames, Harry Spann. William Mathis, Edward Golden,
Ben Welansky, Joe Felder, L. Britton, and Harry Scott.
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ITOA Turns to Maijor for
Relief From Union Clash
New

York — An

appeal

to

Mayor

La

Guardia’s board of survey to iron out difficulties among operators’ unions here in the
dispute between Local 306, lATSE, and the
Empire State union was decided upon at
a directors' meeting of the Independent
Theatre Owners' Ass'n this week. The
board will be asked to conciliate differences
chiefly involving

the Brandt

Unemployment
union

among

theatres.
the

mem-

bers of Local 306, New York operators’
affiliated with the International Alliance of Theatrical Stage Employes, has

virtually been overcome, according to union officials. This has been accomplished
through assigning early vacations for regular operators so that a maximum amount
of work may be given to those on the waiting list, officials say.
The

healthy employment situation is regarded as an important factor in the maintenance of peace in the operator ranks
and in operator-exhibitor relations. The
unemployment among Local 306 men in
the past contributed to the long-standing
strife which finally was ended by the pact
negotiated
Empire

by the mayor’s board of survey.
Picketing of Brandt Holds

Meanwhile, a picketing campaign continues against five houses of the Harry
Brandt circuit by members of Empire State
M. P. Operators Union in retaliation for
the lockout of 12 members. The men were
replaced

with

Local

306 operators

in com-

pliance with a master operators’ agreement
signed between Local 306 and Brandt and
which gives the union a virtual monopoly
over the employment of operators. Abraham Kindler, president of Empire, said
amicable adjustment of the matter has
been assured by Ben Golden, labor conciliator appointed by Mayor LaGuardia.
Normal membership of Local 306 is about
2,000, and of these approximately 1.800
are now steadily employed. In 1935 the
union had more than 350 unemployed
members. The vacation arrangement is
expected to maintain employment at a
high level throughout the summer, but a
slump will probably come in the fall.

STATE LEGISLATURE
SENDS LEHMAN TWO
Albany — The New York state legislature
before final adjournment Saturday morning sent to the governor two important
bills relating to the motion picture industry.
The Ehrlich bill conferring upon cities
outside of Greater New York the power to
adopt local laws or ordinances to regulate
the admission of unaccompanied children
to motion picture theatres, and the Reoux
bill amending the town law generally so
as to give towns of the state jurisdiction
over the operation of motion picture houses,
shows, skating rinks and amusement parks.
Both the Ehrlich and Reoux bills are in
the hands

14

of the governor

Cocalis Expanding
Circuit Holdings

as 30-day

bills.

as

New York —
retaliatory
ment of Sam
cuit operator,

'What might be construed
invasion is the announceD. Cocalis, New York cirthat he will build a house

in Asbury Park, N. J., and acquire another in Long Branch to compete with
Walter

Reade, long the dominant amusement operator along the New Jersey

coast.
The squabble

is understood

to have

been

precipitated by Reade’s announcement
that he will build a 1,500 -seat house in
Hudson, N. Y., where Cocalis until now
has had virtually no opposition.
To further augment his holdings in
Reade strongholds, Cocalis has taken over
two

theatres in Keansburg, N. J. The Casino will be opened May 28, and the
Fowler, a new structure, on June 20.
Cocalis refused to be quoted on the
alleged controversy, limiting himself to
the assertion that “the facts speak
themselves.” Walter Reade jr. said
father’s organization expected no
ble” if Cocalis should invade New
towns.
This

for
his

"trouJersey

week

Broadway,

Cocalis revealed he had relinquished to RKO
the Parkhill and
both in Yonkers.

SIX OF LOEW GOTHAM
PERSONNEL PROMOTED
New

York — Promotions in Loew’s metropolitan theatre personnel have been announced as follows:
Edward W. Corbett, former doorman at
the Mayfair, to assistant manager at the
Burland, replacing Jack Wilbur, who has
been given a leave of absence due to illness. Assistant manager William Frank of
the Ave. B is now assistant at the Warwick.
Louis Kramer, whom Frank replaces, has
been transferred to the Brevoort.
Edward Knapp of the Victory has been
made assistant manager at the Ave, B.
Jerry Fink, assistant at the Boston Road,
goes to the Victory. John Alexix, reel boy
at the Boston Road, has been made assistant manager there.

Fire Mostly Smoke
Washington — Although local sheets distorted to an extent a fire in State Theatre. Falls Church, Va., it proved to be
only a discarded cigarette smoking in an
ash can of the men’s lounge. Fumes and
slight smoke reached the balcony and the
operator noted it. Orchestra patrons of
the 850-seat house paid no attention while
few balcony customers were annoyed.

This is not a studio set but the intersection of f>2nd St. and Fifth Ave.,
New

York, where

creiD set up
authentic
Wanger’s

a Hollywood

shop

this week

backgrounds
“52nd

camera
shooting

for

Walter

Street.”

BROADWAY
• Continued

from

preceding

page)

by a crew which made the 3,000-mile trip
from Hollywood for actual location shots
for “Walter

Wanger’s

Vogues

of 1938.”

Ed Peskay, Grand National sales chief,
has closed a deal for the Astor production
“Rendezvous in the Alps” . . . Bud Barsky
has secured his release as a Warner associate producer to produce four “Wallaby
Jim” pictures for Grand National . . .
Fifty vaudeville headliners are at work in
a one-reel Vitaphone short at the Warner
Brooklyn plant . . . John T. Doran, C.
Kenny and Marie Kenny, executives of the
new

Fihn Art Studio, threw
ing party Monday night.

a housewarm-

UA reports that “reflecting the popular
interest in the Coronation, more American theatres have simultaneously booked
English

films for this week

than

ever be-

fore in motion picture history.” Theatres
in 340 cities are playing one or more Alexander Korda productions this week in the
sudden rush for product from across the
pond,

says UA.

Muriel

Hutchmson,

who

played

a

lead-

ing role opposite Cedric Hardwicke in “The
Amazing Dr. Clitterhouse,” has been signed
to a long termer by Paramount, the run of
the play having ended Saturday night . . .
Loretta Young was back in town this week
with her mother, after a trip to Bermuda
. . . Helen Vmson is in Manhattan.
George West, representative, and J. C.
Markstein, head of Screeno and Adcaster,
just about stole the show while at the
Monogram convention in Chicago May 7-8,
with their demonstration of the machine
at Monogram’s

Chicago

exchange.

Festivities: Gus Schaefer, who resigned
from Paramomit this week to take over
his new post as foreign sales manager for
Universal, was tendered a farewell luncheon by his associates at the Hotel Astor
BOXOFFICE
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15, 1937.

. . . Mark Sandrich, director of the series
of Astaire-Rogers musicals for RKO, was
the guest of W. V. Van Schmus, managing director of the Radio City Music Hall,
at a cocktail party Wednesday.
Sam E. Morris, head of foreign activities for Warner, made a quick trip to the
coast to see his son, Edwin, who underwent a mastoid operation early this week.
Edwin is head of the Warner music subsidares. . . Charles Skouras went
through a successful tonsil operation at
the Harkness Pavilion in the Medical Center this week.
Neil F. Agnew, carrying the distinction
of the only film executive to make the
China Clipper trip to Honolulu, is due to
return here next week . . . Louis Nizer was
one of the only three speakers at the
testimonial dinner to Judge Julian W.
Mack Tuesday night.
With the voyagers: Truman Talley, 20th
Century-Pox short subjects head, and Lowell Thomas are due to arrive in England
early next week. Just before he left,
Thomas was elected president of the Advertising Club of New York. Ralph Trier,
president of the New York Theatre Program Corp., was elected treasurer . . .
Frank Tuttle, Paramount director, and
Oscar Homolka, European actor recently
signed by Paramount, got in on the Aquitania Tuesday, en route to the coast . . .
Lewis Milestone and Mrs. Milestone arrived from the coast aboard the Virginia
Monday. Also aboard were Helene Costello and Charles Muehlman, Pacific coast
manager for Warner.
David Garrison

Berger, New

York film

attorney who is producing “The Nine Old
Men,” the story about the supreme court,
has acquired the rights of “The Strange
Life of Gasto7i B. Means,” written by
Frank Campbell Waldrop, chief editorial
writer for the Washington (D. C.) Herald, and Mrs. Gaston B. Means. He will
produce the picture in the east.
Columbia Pictures swamped Consolidated Films by a score of 12-0 in the
second game of the M. P. Baseball League
series . . . Mildred Altes, private secretary to T. P. Drew, vice-president of General Register Corp., has recovered from an
illness and is back on the job . . . Joseph
Seiden has chalked up an enviable record
for his Jewish film, “I Want to Be a
Mother.” Some of the holdovers have run
four weeks.
Douglas Fairbanks sr. and Lady Ashley
were mobbed as autograph hunters spied
them emerging from a side street shop the
other day. Lady Ashley seemed to relish
the fuss, but it would be at variance with
the truth to say that Fairbanks did . . .
Word from the coast is that Frances Manson, well-known scenarist, has been appointed head of the story department of
Major Pictures by Emanuel Cohen . . .
Binnie Barnes, Universal player, sails from
New York for England on the Queen Mary
May 26 . . . Bill Robinson, colored tap
dancer, gets in from the coast May 20
for a month’s vacation here.
Notes from Educational: A1 Christie on
Wednesday finished shooting on the Buster West-Tom Patricola comedy tentativeBOXOFFICE

:: May

15, 1937.

Scene at the opening o/ the Warner chain’s newest Washington link, the
1,100-seat Calvert, last week. Left to right are pictured Alan Bachrach,
manager of the Calvert; John J. Payette, general zone manager for the
Warner circuit; Melvin C. Hazen, city commissioner; Myron Walker, president of the Glover Park Citizens Ass’n; A. Julian Brylawski, manager of the
Warner real estate department.

ly titled “Gobs of Love,” leaving only two
more subjects to go to complete Educational’s current series of 42 two-reelers
. . . Paul Terry is readying another new
cartoon character. This is Ozzie the Ostrich, teamed up with Kiko the Kangaroo
in a cartoon titled “Ozzie Ostrich Comes to
Town.”

WARNER SHUFFLES
SIX IN NEW JERSEY
New

York — The

following

staff changes

have been made in Warner theatres in the
northern New Jersey zone:
Harry Meyerberg has left the Oritani,
Hackensack, to engage in business with his
father, a realtor, in Baltimore, Md. Jack
Roth, former manager of the DeWitt, Bayonne, takes over as manager. Arthur Manfredonia. who occupied a similar position
at the Central, Jersey City, goes to the DeWitt.
In the nature of a promotion. Prank
Holler has been put in charge of the Central, Jersey City. Bob Lytle, former manager of the Regent, Paterson, succeeded
Holler at the Roosevelt, Union City.
Jack Maher, formerly manager of the
Eureka, Hackensack, has been shifted to a
similar post at the Regent, Paterson. Assistant Manager Eddie Malteni of the Regent has been prompted to manager of
the Eureka, Hackensack.

Lawmakers Sink Teeth
Into Industry
New

York — Legislation

of vital im-

portance to the industry is being effected in the legislatures of two
states. (1) The Wisconsin assembly passed and sent out to the senate
the Allied Theatre divorcement bill.
(2) Nebraska has passed the measure prohibiting the American Society
of Composers, Authors and Publishers from operating in the state.

WA^HITOCiTOM
J^UMBLINGS
Variety
Club’s
Mother’s day from
party the
. . . Eddie
Fontaine,
with Paramount staff, recalling when he
was charter member of tent No. 1, Pittsand later
club . . burgh,
. Lou
Rome organized
anxious toCleveland’s
get home
and toss a Lord Baltimore Hotel party
that night for Leon, son of junior partner
Sam Bach before he planes to coast — and
marriage . . . Fiance’s family toss simultaneously Ambassador private room soiree,
minute for minute . . . W. E. S. Wilcox
with Silver Spring’s top business men as
guests, while Abe Lichtman, Charlie Olive
and Henry Hiser (with his mother) spend
spare moments planning Milwaukee trip
for Allied . . . The party’s comedy highlight was a juggling trickster with a stooge
everyone knew as Warner’s A1 Tratt . . .
The Magi was finally unbearded after the
show and identified as Bob Grace, Film.row’s Beau Brummel, who probably learned the act by juggling dates as Paramount’s chief booker.
Loew’s yowiger set, George Peters, Frank
Taylor, Stanley Barlup, Boyd Sparrow
(brother of Norfolk’s Allan) started a new
midnight fad by bicycling to Haines point
and then hamburgering ’cross the river.
Mr. and Mrs. Peters are the last word on
a tandem . . . Which recalls that Frayik
Taylor’s hard-hitting Columbia nine
trounced the Metropolitaineers under Manager Madden by a 11-4 score . . . Frank’s
assistant. Jack Foxe, weathered the game
but, ardent horseman always, the next day
did a Prince of Wales (Duke of Windsor)
bridlepath Brodie and sprained a paw.
Twentieth Century-Fox’s lovely lady
Sara Young spent Mother’s day with son
Herbert, with luncheon at his Epsilon Tau
Phi frat house on Maryland U.’s campus
. . . “Angie” Ratto is contented with the
redecorating by Artist Gallilipoli of the
Palace lobby, and now comes promenade
and auditorium . . . Gene Ford’s haggard
over Loew’s-Wash. Times Hollywood talent
search, now over the top with 2,500 ap( Continued on page 17)
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Painters Renew Picketing;
Ask Wider Labor Support
New York — Resuming the picketing of
Broadway first-runs, originally withdrawn

craftsmen's
Union

strike.

Leaders

Schedule

Conference

The Central Trades and Labor Council
has been asked to give its support by Louis
Weinstock, secretary-treasurer of the New

Philadelphia — The
exchange

employes

unionization
has

been

of

com-

pleted “100 per cent,” according to
Harry Cohen, organizer of the Film
Exchange Employes union.
A meeting was to be held Eriday
to elect permanent officers and to

York Brotherhood of Painters, “that we
may organize on a larger basis.” The CTLC
comprises every industry craft union identified with the AFL in the local area.

complete a collective bargaining contract to be submitted to exchange
managers.

A city-wide conference of union leaders
affiliated with the CTLC was scheduled for

been

this weekend. In the event they vote to
throw their strength behind the movement
thousands of men and women would be
available for theatre picketing throughout
the city, Weinstock said.

Four New
(Continued

Houses

from

page

City, and have announced construction of a 600-seat house will start in
for an October opening.
RKO

RKO

has

taken

IN Yonkers
from

Sam

D.

Cocalis

the Parkhill and Broadway, Yonkers,
from Herman Sussman the Central,
in Yonkers.

and
also

Harry Brandt has taken over operation
of the Sheldon, Brooklyn.
Fire believed to have been started by a
discarded cigarette caused damage estimated at $30,000 late last week to the interior of Century circuit’s Central Theatre at Cedarhurst, L. I. Plans are already under way for repairs.
The 68th St. Playhouse is now being
operated by Leo Brecher.
Ben Knoble has closed the Plaza. Mt.
Vernon.

Rovner

Reopens

Philadelphia — The New Colonial Theatre, 42nd and Lancaster Ave., opened
Tuesday night after being completely rebuilt following its disastrous fire of a few
months ago. The trade was on hand to
wish Abe Rovner good luck. Rovner entertained his guests at a party at the
Phoenix Club.

New

Cagney-GN

Pact

New York — James Cagney has signed a
new contract with Grand National to star
in two pictures next season. First of the
two pictures slated is “Eiynamite,” a story
of the Texas oil fields. Negotiations are
now on for the purchase of an important
story for the second production.
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said

the

ivage

scales

had

completed and would be submitted as soon as the present wave

of sales conventions is over. He refused to divulge the scale but said
"it was reasonable” and expected no
opposition from the management.

for New Prospectus
Washington — “Pending acceptance by
the securities exchange commission of an
amendment to the first prospectus issued
by Condor Pictures no securities will be
offered by Condor,” Don Hancock, company executive, said here this week.
Charging that it had found a deficiency
in the statement in items concerning rental of studios from Grand National Films,
Inc., the commission issued a “stop order”
Tuesday under Sec. 8 (D) of the securities
act of 1933.
The commission’s report held that “the
lease as actually executed contained a
clause obligating the registrant (Condor)
to a minimum of 100 days per year, at a
rental of $350 per day while in the studio
and $175 per day while on location. The
very extent of the variance indicates how
indefinite the original oral agreement
must have
Hancock
been

been,” the report said.
said that a new prospectus

filed and

effective

“it is expected

had

it will be

shortly.”
Schedule

in the taprooms and “pubs” in the neighborhood as the salesmen of Universal and
Grand National got a good start for their
trip to the coast for the big sales conferences.

opened his new
“Steeplechase” game
agency on IZth St. .. . National Screen
Service expects to move to the Paramount
Bldg., \2th

and

Vine, in the next

couple

of weeks.
The Max Mosicants
honeymoon. She was

are back from their
the former Dorothy

Stein . . . There’s going to be a hot time
Monday when Sam Rosen throws that
housewarming party at the new Monogram
exchange . . . Herman Glucksman, Reweek

public’s genial president, was in town
renewing old acquaintances.

this

The opening of the “Prince and the
Pauper” at Warner’s Boyd Theatre Tuesday night was a gala event. Everybody,
who was anybody in Billy Penn’s town,
ivas there . . . Crowds stretched for a
couple of blocks waiting to get in .. .

Condor Issue Halts

13)

Island
time

Cohen

THIRTEENTH
and Vine St. is beginning
to look like a college campus — what
with the boys going in for the hatless fad
. . . There was many a farewell blowout

Sam Palen has left Columbia Pictures
... Ted Schlanger is bragging about his
new house in Ardmore . . . Bill Fishman

Exchanges Unionize
100% in Philly

pending wider labor support, the Painters'
Union is asking the public to boycott the
theatres in support of the Hollywood

PHKILARIEILPHIIA

Continues

Hollywood — The suspension of the Condor registration certificate by the securities exchange commission in Washington
will not affect the Condor production
schedule here, George Hirliman, president,

Hizzoner, the Mayor and all the big -shots
of politics, society, radio, etc., were there
and gabbed over the mike in the lobby
. . . Claude Rains was emcee.
A new

theatre

is being built in Hatboro.

Who’s going to run it is a guarded
. . . Johnny Ehrlich, of the New

secret
Ideal,

is sporting a new Plymouth . . . Ben Kassoy is the new manager of the Lorraine
Theatre, taking Allen Lewis’
George Fishman of the Rio
forget

old F>ost . . .
was a news-

paperman himself once and can’t seem
it — he still chases fire engines.

to

Frances Fay is leaving the 1214 Club
for Hollywood where she will appear in a
picture . . . Saturday night is “Oscar Neufeld Night” at the Variety Club, when
the boys pay a tribute to a swell guy . . .
Columbia is contemplating an extensive
rebuilding and enlarging program . . .
Grand National is expected to move to
make room for Columbia’s
So is Republic.
Alexander

Films

of

new

extensions.

Colorado

Springs,

Col., has taken office space with the
Clarke Film exchange . . . George Nonnamacher, formerly connected with the Independent Film Bulletin, is now associated with George P. Aarons and will act
as press agent for the UMPTO
and editor
of

the

organization’s

publication

“Con-

Sam Rosen reports a swell time at his
first Monogram convention, in Chicago

told Boxoffice this week. Hirliman declared that the SEC action was based

May 7-8.
tact.”
GLOBE THEATRE

only on a technicality and that he had
been informed by company attorneys that
the order would be rescinded soon.

Baltimore, Md. — The Globe Theatre,
Inc., 412 East Baltimore St., has been
incorporated with 50 shares of stock, par

Hirliman said that Condor
ing with 20 features.

was

continu-

BALTIMORE,

value $10 each, by Benjamin
and Anne Livingston.
BOXOFnCE
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^^ITH
the early adjournment of the
state legislature, a feeling of relief
that it was not worse is going the rounds
of exhibitors. This year, the number of
bills affecting movie houses was smaller
than usual, those made into laws even
fewer.

Washington — Something new under the theatrical sun here with two
motion picture premieres on the
same block, the same night and on
the

While

attendance

at theatres

good, there is a slight letup in general
business. It is believed due to the annual

ner.

spring housecleaning in the stock market.
A good summer is anticipated.

This happened when Loew’s Palace
presented United Artists “A Star Is
Born” with flashlight opening Friday night, and Loew’s Capitol offered
“Woman Chases Man” (UA’s release)
in gala premiere the same night.

Louis Meyer has been transferred by
RKO
all the way from Kansas City to
Rochester to manage the Capitol.
Ed. Kidwell now
the Glove Theatre

is acting manager
at Gloversville.

New chairs now grace the
of the Lincoln in Buffalo.

auditorium

Charles Harter, formerly of M-G-M,
is office manager for Columbia.
Eugene Murphy now is manager
Bailey Theatre in Buffalo.
On
under

of

May 18, the golf season
way for the Shea golfers.

now

of the

had

PUBLIC HEARING FOR
DOG RACING MEASURE
New

York — The

tremendous

pressure

on

Governor Lehman by countless organizations throughout the state in condemnation of a bill to legalize dog racing in New
York

has

resulted in the governor’s announcement that he would conduct a public hearing May 17 in the executive chamber in Albany.

The bill is now before the governor for
his signature. Among the representatives
of organized business, humane societies,
civic organizations
tend the hearing

will get

New York — David O. Selznick, United
Artists producer, arrived this week from
Hollywood, and Alexander Korda, British
producer for UA, arrived from London for
conferences relative to their future status
with the distributing organization.
On his arrival Tuesday, Korda said he

same street with pictures released by the same company and exhibited under the same theatre ban-

continues

Al. Becker, proprietor of Becker Theatre Equipment, Inc., took a business trip
through the state last week. He is looking forward to an early visit with his
daughter who attended Smith college last
year.

Selznick, Korda
Hold Conference

Competition Marches
Hand in Glove

and others that will atwill be Harry Brandt,

president of the N. Y. Independent Theatre Owners Ass’n, Senator Walters of RKO,
C. C. Pettijohn of the Hays office and le-

no

grievance

against

United

Artists,

but assailed the major circuits for refusing his and other British product playing time, especially in key city first runs.
Charging that the large circuits are
prejudiced against British pictures, Korda
expressed disappointment with returns
from the United States, flatly declaring
that

he would

quit the American

market

unless his pictures received a warmer reception.
It is understood that each is seeking a
new deal providing for more advantageous
releasing terms. Also involved in Selznick’s
discussions with UA executives are terms
for the releasing arrangement on “Gone
With the Wind,” his forthcoming production.
Hint

Financing

Offer

In connection with the various discussions, it is insistently reported that United
Artists has been offered $5,000,000 financing by Wall Street interests.
John Hay Whitney, board chairman of
Selznick International, accompanied Selznick to New York. Murray Silverstone,
UA representative in England, arrived with
Korda.

gal counsel of Loew’s.

LOEW'S

MOVIE GOER
REACHING 325,000

New York — The May issue of Loew’s
Movie-Goer, theatre magazine, is being extended to other cities in the national circuit, with an estimated circulation of about
325,000. In addition to 43 houses of the
New York metropolitan circuit, Baltimore,
Washington, D. C., Springfield, Mass.,
Bridgeport, New Haven, Worcester and
Hartford theatres are distributing the publication.
Circulation should reach about 350,000
the June issue, which will add Boston, Providence, Wilmington, Newark and
Richmond to the current list. In addition
to distributing the magazine to adults only,
Loew theatre managers are endeavoring to

DIMIRSKY

TO

ENGELMAN

POST

Elizabeth, N. J. — Formerly connected
with the Mark Block circuit as a booker,
Morris Dimirsky has taken the reins of
the Broad Street Theatre here for the Sam
Engelman

Enterprises

as manager.

WASHINGTON
(Continued

from

page

“chatty” copy have more than doubled the
size of the magazine, which started with
12 pages and now runs to about 30 pages
and more, depending on local ads.

15)

plicants . . . Angler “Bud MacGowan of
Warner’s was at Oregon Inlet, N. C., over
the weekend, but reports that the bluefish

Wiest Opens May 20
Philadelphia — The Hollywood Theatre,
Elizabethville, Pa., will be opened about
May

20, Bryan Wiest, operator, announced here last week. The house, of
the latest modernistic design, will seat
500 and will be one of the finest in that
region.
BOXOFFICE
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weren’t.
Mark

Freedlander , here exploiting Columbia’s “Lost Horizon” at the National,
didn’t bat an eye when conveyition committeemen walked in the office unexpectedly for a block of a half-hundred seats
. . . H. J. Lyons from the Franklin Theatre, Franklin, Va., talks plans for a new
house ... A kind wish that the next flood
ivon’t be a pain in the neck to Eddie Magruder. Garden Theatre, Cumberland, Md.;
last year’s
broke
disaster
broke
an his
arm. leg and

Franklin Everett,
Church Hill, Ind., is
. . . Irene Weber Sadel
postcard written after

York — Carl

Churchill Theatre,
expecting new seats
displays a Ray Bell
bad sea days when

of Warner’s Sheridan had unexpected patrons when his father and brother surprised him on their way from Florida to Harrisburg.

Levi, district manager

pioneer in film theatre management, Levi had been continuously associated with the circuit here and in other
cities for the past 30 years. He started as
doorman
and was

A

for Marcus
successively

Loew’s first theatre
promoted to various

managerial positions until he became district manager, having supervision of Loew
theatres in Manhattan and Brooklyn, including the State and Astor on Broadway.
Levi was first stricken with an intestinal
disorder while in the lobby of the State
early in May and, following an operation,
failed to rally. He is survived by his
widow, a daughter and two brothers, one
of whom, Salli Levi, is manager of Loew’s
46th Sereet Theatre in Brooklyn. The funeral was scheduled for Monday.

this year’s

he had grasped Europe’s terra firma and
was steady enough to hold a pen . . . Fred
Thomas

New

for Loew’s circuit in New York, died Thursday at Mt. Sinai Hospital after a brief
illness.

with

create unlimited reader interest by placing the Movie-Goer in the offices of community dentists and doctors.
National and local advertising and

BRIEF ILLNESS IS
FATAL TO CARL LEVI

Edward Bimberg
New York — Edward Bimberg, proprietor
of the Palm Garden meeting hall here and
brother cf the late Bernard K. Bimberg,
builder

of many of the present-day neighborhood film houses in New York, died
on Monday at the age of 49. His widow,

the former Lillian Ryan, who was an actress: a brother, John K. Bimberg, a son
and a daughter survive.

17

Terminal Theatre Holds
Five Previews for Guests
New

York — One of the most unique theatres in the country was opened here Wednesday after five special previews for 1,500

invited New Yorkers. The multiple “samplings” were necessary because the theatre
seats only 242. The house is the Grand
Central Theatre, in the heart of the New
York railroad terminal of the same name.

WARNER

HIGHLIGHTS

New York — They came and they were
conquered. They’re back in their home
bailiwicks now, but a more triumphant lot
never strode the face of a film exchange
floor. Having one’s name spread across
the face of one of America’s foremost newspapers is no small accomplishment. Yet
that’s the sight that greeted about 200
field men attending the Warner sales meeting early Monday morning when they
reached for the Netv York American, quietly reposing against their hotel room doors.
The front page had been made over entirely and an 8-column banner screeched

are des-

“Warner Sales Army Invades New York.”
The page was devoted to the names and

tined to become a part of the nation’s
leading railroad terminals, considering that
the sponsors of the Grand Central house
have, architecturally, designed a theatre

stories that predicted “a history making
year for Warner Bros.” The handicraft of
George Dawes, of the home office publicity
department, the stunt was a topic of con-

wdiich is "scientifically” appropriate to the
surroundings. Cost is about $100,000.

versation throughout the first day’s session. A ‘tieup” with the American editors turned the trick.

It is probable

Shows

that film theatres

Average

One

Hour

While South station in Boston, the St.
Louis terminal and several other stations
in the west have film theatres, they are
not so luxurious as the Grand Central. The
local house is designed not only as a place
to kill time between trains but as a restful
interlude for the traveler. Even sleeping
in the seats will be allowed. The seats are
that comfortable.
Programs will consist of newsreels, cartoons and other shorts, the average maximum running time being one hour per
show. The house opens at 9 a. m. and
closes at midnight. Programs will be
changed twice weekly, with newsreel “specials” shown as available. Admission is 25
cents at all times.
Seat

Rows

Extra

Wide

The project was undertaken by a group
of business men not heretofore connected
with show business, headed by John Sloan,
architect and member of the New York
racing commission, as president of Grand
Central Theatre. Inc. David Dubin, formerly a theatre manager in Chicago, is
operating director of the new house.
Among the unique features for the comfort of the traveler-patron are an additional six inches of knee space between
seats and broad aisles to permit train
catchers easy exit. The time is given by
illuminated dials on each side of the proscenium. At the back of the auditorium
is a lounging nook where one may rest or
stand and watch the show. Standing room
is provided for 60 persons. Tony Sarg
murals decorate the entrance to the auditorium.

Vice-president Jack L. Warner was
hustled into the Waldorf with the aroma
of salt air still clinging to him. Fresh off
the S. S. Virgmia, which brought him
from California just in time for Monday’s
opening gong, he presented a confused picture. With the enthusiasm of his “boys”
running at fever pitch on one side, and the
Bob

Warner emblem flying over four
way show windows simultaneously

Smeltzer Heft) mid- Atlantic district manager for Warner with headquarters in Washington, where he is

other side, the vice-prexy decided to "call
it a day” until he had lunch, which gave
him the necessary stimulus to regain his
composure.

also branch manager, smiles his appreciation on receiving a bonus check
as second prize in the district manager
awards of the Sears Sales Drive. The
donor is Gradwell L. Sears, general

Among theatre operators who attended
the conclave were Spyros Skouras, William
Powers, Jack Sullivan, Ed Zabel and Aubrey Schenck, all of National Theatres;

sales manager, at the Warner sales
convention in New York this week.
iCosmo-Sileo Photo).

John J. O’Connor of RKO; John Nolan of
the Comerford circuit; Y. Frank Freeman
of Paramount and W. G. Van Schmus,
Hall.
managing
director of the Radio City Music

COLUMBIA'S SALES
DRIVE SETS RECORD
New York — Columbia’s Montague
Sweepstakes drive, in honor of Abe Montague, general sales manager, broke all
records for billings and collections in its
last week, the company announced. Returns received by the home office reveal
that the branches went 190 per cent over
stipulated

quotas. Columbia said all exchanges, in their composite standings, exceeded 125 per cent of their quota for the
entire 15-week period of the drive which
began January 17 and ended May 1.

New Fox Referee
Philly Dante Opens
Philadelphia — The

Dante

Broad and Federal Sts., opened
day night. The house, in the

Theatre,
Wednesheart of

Ji^niiaaeiphia’s “Little Italy,” will show
Dotn English-speaking pictures and Italian films. It was built, in the latest design, by Joseph Lombardi and will be
operated by A. M. and M. B. Ellis, widely
known
independent exhibitors. Allen
Lewis is the manager.
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Atlantic

City,

N. J. — A new

referee

Broadon the

in

the pending bankruptcy petition of William Fox, former motion picture magnate,
will be appointed following the sudden
death on Wednesday of Robert E. Steedle,
federal referee in bankruptcy here. The

Grad Sears, general sales manager, dropped the hint that he wished there were a
lot of Searses instead of oiily one. Trying
to be in a half dozen places at the same
time, shaking multitudinous hands, posing
for pictures, making speeches, etc., etc.,
was part of the problem. All is forgiven,
though, because the boys like Sears’ attitude. Here it is: “Motion pictures have become the world’s greatest matrimonial
agency. One of the greatest biological
services that the modern screen renders to
society is that

it keeps

the world

in love

with
Carl love.”
Leserman, Sears’ assistant, promised
the boys that Warner will release at least
three outstanding productions through
each of the summer months. Norman
Moray, in charge of Vitaphone shorts,
wasn’t to be outdone, so he promised twice
the number of outstanding one and tworeelers. Ralph Budd will act as judge.
Roy

Haines,

eastern

sales manager,

was

im-

on the dais this year. He used to be around

portant case and he had cited Fox’s wife
for contempt of court when she failed to

the floor tables with other branch managers, but says he likes the elevated position better.

Fox

matter

had

been

Steedle’s

most

give testimony concerning her husband’s
transfer to her of assets listed at $7,000,000. During the depression Steedle was
referee in thousands of bankruptcy cases.

Sam

Sax, head of production of Vita< Continued on next page)
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AMPA Seriously
Set for Progress
New

Picture
a

York

—

That

Advertisers

Associated

(Ampa)

Motion

will assume

more

serious outlook under his presidential tenure was indicated on Thursday by Ralph Rolan at the first meeting
of the organization since the new officers
were installed.
Rolan proposed
luncheon meetings

that while the weekly
may be devoted in part

to entertainment, they can have their instructive uses as well and that, for example,
outstanding advertising and exploitation
campaigns on various companies’ pictures
could be described for the benefit of others. He urged that the membership signify to him later whether this course is acceptable and that suggestions be offered.
On behalf of the retiring board of directors and the newly-elected board, Rolan
presented a watch suitably inscribed to
Gordon

S. White, who
idency two years.

held the Ampa

pres-

Herbert Spencer Berg, outgoing treasurer, made his report which included the
announcement that the recent dinner
dance

is expected to show a profit of approximately $690 after all accounts are

settled. It was voted, on Gordon’s motion,
that the new auditing committee check
the organization’s
ministrations.

books

for his two

ad-

announced committees as follows: Entertainment and program, Rutgers Neilsou, chairman;
Bamberger, Hortense Schorr, Eli Sugarman,
Weisberg, Tess Michaels, Tom
Waller, Arthur Jeffrey, Mort Eilumenstock, Irwin Zeltner; service bureau, Ray Gallagher, chairman; S. Barret
McCormick,
Charles Alicoate; publicity, Kenneth

COLUMBIA COMMON
$1.61 AT QUARTER
New

York — Columbia

O’Brien, chairman;
Frances Weil, Jose Schorr,
Mel Hyman,
Jack Harrower, James Cunningham;
national counsellor of U. S. Chamber
of Commerce, A. J. Powers; advisory council, Howard
^^iet^, S. Charles Einfeld, Charles McCarthy, Rodney Bush, Paul Gulick, Ed Finney, S. Barret McCormick,; Monroe Greenthal, William
Ferguson,
Robert Gillham, A1 Selig, Hy Daab, Marvin Kirsch,
James Cunningham; membership, Ed Finney, chairman; Paul Lazarus, James
Cunningham,
Ralph
Lund.
Amiia meetings will be suspended for the summer after the May
27 session. The board has
voted Sardi’s
hereafter.

restaurant

as

the

meeting

place

UMPTO Committee
Accuses Columbia
Philadelphia — The

breach

between

on 316,358 common shares, as compared with $958,579 or $3.12 a share on
280,413 common shares in nine months
ended March 28, 1936.
Current assets as of March 27, 1937,

amounted to $11,037,957 and current liabilities were $1,511,409, comparing with
$9,692,440 and $1,694,664, respectively, in
March, 1936.
Consolidated
New

York — Report

the alleged servicing
cals by Columbia.
Boycott

of non-theatri-

again within two weeks to hear findings
of the committee. A boycott of Columbia
is threatened, according to reports.
The

trouble started with Columbia’s alleged servicing of a church in Bridgeport in competition to the Broadway Theatre there, owned by Mike Egnal.
;: May

of

Consolidated

Film

Industries, Inc., and subsidiaries of the
quarter ended March 31, 1937, shows a
net profit of $229,704 after depreciation
and federal income taxes, equivalent, after dividend requirements on 400,000 nopar shares of $2 preferred stock, to five
cents a share on 524,973 (par $1) of common stock. This compares with $290,249,
or 17 cents a share on common in the
March quarter of 1936.
Reveal
New

RKO

York — Figures

Net
were

revealed

Wednesday in the RKO
reorganization
hearing indicating a net for the first six
months of this year of approximately two
million dollars.

Warner Highlights
(Continued

from

preceding

page)

phone shorts, beamed from ear to ear when
anyone suggested what a nice new studio
he has in Brooklyn.
Harry Decker made himself personally
responsible for the boys from the New
York exchange. They all behaved so well
Harry still thinks it was a good gag.
Joseph Bernhard had his theatre force
right down where the going was thickest.
No favor from the out-of-towners was big
enough.
Joe Hummel, who knows the foreign
market, had a bagful of seldom heard
stories that went round and round.
S. Charles Einfeld and Mort Blumenstock were up to every emergency. A
smoother functioning publicity barrage has
rarely been
tions.

equalled

Al Schwalberg,

at large scale conven-

exchange

supervisor,

dug

deep into the memory bag when he recalled his Warner Club “Gaieties” days with
some of the fellows who have since been
transferred.
Don Jacocks and Herb Copelan are only
separated by a few miles as Newark and
Atlantic City zone managers, yet they had
to wait until they got to the Waldorf before they could

chew

the “fat.”

Washington,

Bros,

D.

theatres

C. — Managers

of Warner

in this territory

attended

an all-day meeting here last week with
John J. Payette, general zone manager,
fice.
and other executives of the local home ofAfter
“Prince
in

business

session

a

and the Pauper”
sador was held and

screening

of

at the Ambas-

the evening Payette was host at a

dinner, at
which
time he received a
handsome watch, gift
from managers
executives.

and

Executives included George Crouch,
Nat Glasser, Harry

Net

Threatened

Weiner told the committee that “he had
nothing to do with it’’ and referred them
to the home office. The board will meet

BOXOFnCE

Film

in-

dependent exhibitors and
Columbia
broke into open warfare last week.
A committee named by the board of
managers of UMPTO
called on Harry
Weiner, branch manager of the Columbia
exchange here, and asked for a showdown
on

Corp.

share

Rolan

Leon
Ruth

Pictures

and subsidiaries for the quarter ended
March 27, 1937, shows a net profit of
$559,583 after depreciation, amortization,
federal income taxes, etc., equivalent, after dividend requirements cn $2.75 preferred stock, to $1.61 a share on 316,358
no-par common shares outstanding.
For the nine months ended March 27,
last, net profit was $1,189,355 after charges
and federal income taxes, equal after preferred dividend requirements, to $3.27 a

Warner Managers
Meet With Payette

Lohmeyer, Guy Wonders, Frank La Falce,
Charles MacGowan

John

J. Payette

and Alvin Pratt. Representatives of the 38 houses in the territory: Robert Etris, Ambassador; Arthur
Kilburg, Apollo; Lamar Keen, Avalon;
Henry Coon, Academy Grand; Claude
Land, Central; Lawrence Snoots, Colony;
Alan Bachrach, Calvert; Charles Grimes,
Earle; Sidney Hoffman, Home; Maynard
Madden, Metropolitan; Dan
Reynolds,
Penn; Fred MacMillan, Savoy; Fred
Thomas, Sheridan; James Root, Tivoli;
Cersley, Uptown; Theodore Lohmeyer, York — all Washington theatres.
From out of town: Charles Clark, Tivoli
and Frederick, Frederick, Md.; George
Payette, Maryland, Hagerstown, Md.;
Walter

Joseph Cumiskey, Academy and Colonial,
Hagerstown, Md.; Lou Kusner, Apollo
and Central, Martinsburg, W. Va.; Henry
Clark, Arcade and Strand, Waynesboro,
Pa.; Prank Boucher, Metropolitan, Balto;
Rodney Collier, Stanley, Balto.; Thomas
Baldridge, Capitol, Winchester, Va.;
Charles McKinney, Masonic and Ridge,
Clifton Forge, Va.; Jack Forney, Dixie,
Staunton, Va.; Ted Crowther, Strand,
Staunton, Va.; Ralph Daves, Lyric, Lexlotte,ington,
N. C.Va.; Don Nichols, Broadway, Char-

Drops Day and Date
New

York — Skouras

to eliminate
Bronxville

day

and

and

Theatres

has

date bookings

Scarsdale

houses

agreed

at its

at the re-

quest of Westchester women’s clubs who
complained that such an arrangement precludes viewing films if they are missed
during the first simultaneous exhibition.
Recently Skouras abandoned double bills
at both houses when the same clubs protested the policy.

View Old Films
Washington — Members

of

capital

so-

ciety interested in the forthcoming work
of the film society of Washington gathered at the fashionable Sulgrave Club here
recently to view old motion pictures from
the ern
Film
Art. Library of the Museum of Mod-

15, 1937.
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Examine Moskowitz
Before Brandt Trial

Philadelphia — Al Truell, local advertising manager for 2Qth CenturyFox, sent an order of advertising
matter to an up-state chain theatre.
A couple of days later the order was
returned. Truell, mystified, wrote

New

York — Justice McCook in N. Y. supreme court this week set May 24 for
examination before trial of Charles C.
Moskowitz,

executive

vice-president

of

Loew’s Theatres, Inc., in the suit brought
by Harry Brandt, head of the Brandt circuit and president of the ITOA, to en-

the manager,
tion.

join Loew’s from playing films on a five
and two-day split week. Until recently the
New York Loew circuit played films on a
week split into four and three days.

“You should know why it was returyied. It’s because of the ‘hop,

Fire

Delays

Brandt’s

house

has

“equality” and “repair and replacement”
clauses in some of the company’s early
contracts.
Patent

Suit

Delayed

New York — Federal Judge John C.
Knox has adjourned to June 4 trial of the
patent suit of the Translux Movie Ticker
Corp. and the News Projection Co. against
Frederick A. Morny, Bethel Morny and
David Witherspoon.
Default

Judgment

the plaintiffs’ pictures without permission.
Damages of $250 for each showing was
asked.
to Sue

New York — Judge Francis G. Caffey has
granted permission to Mary Elizabeth
Murphy to sue Howard S. Cullman, trustee of the Roxy, for personal injuries sustained in September, 1936, allegedly resulting from Cullman’s
File

Bill

negligence.

in Plagiarism

Suit

New York — A bill of particulars was
filed in federal court here this week by

18-B

jump

for an explana-

the following

the

picture

Will

Resume

wire:

Organize

to another

Questioning

Atlantic City, N. J, — Questioning of
witnesses in the William Fox bankruptcy
proceedings will be resumed here May 17.
Federal Referee Robert E. Steedle granted
a week’s postponement on request of counsel for Mrs. Fox, for whom an appeal is
being

prepared from her recent conviction for contempt of court resulting from
her refusal to answer questions at recent
hearings.
Exposition

Faces

Suit

Washington — The Johnny J. Jones Exposition, Inc., recently showing here, was
sued for $50,000 in district court by Edgar
D.

Sullivan,

eight-year-old

son

of

the

show’s weight-guesser. The boy was kicked in the head by a clown-act mule while
playing on the grounds. E. Lawrence
Phillips, local exhibitor with the Academy
and Stanton theatres, is the director of the
exposition.

Warner Cites Need
for Quality Aid
York — Climaxing

his presentation

of Warner production plans at the annual sales convention here this week. Jack
Warner,
and

production chief, called on exhibitors to “give producers a fair shake
don’t see how you can bargain to

In product.”
the gathering were Spyros Skouras
buy
of the Fox chain, Y. Frank Freeman of
the Paramount circuit, and heads of other
chains and leading theatres in the east.
Declaring
cated to a

that all Hollywood “is dedidetermined policy of quality

product,” Warner said he was speaking
for- all producers. “Every motion picture
producer,” he said, “wants to make quality pictures, but you must encourage them
to spend

these tremendous

sums.”

absorbing

the Man-

in 35 Cities

Browne also revealed that organization
of virtually every technical classification
of film exchange worker has been or is on
the verge of being completed in about 35
cities. An agreement with the New York
exchange employes was expected over the
weekend. The drive here is being handled
by Joseph Basson, head of Local 306, operators’ union affiliated with the lATSE,
As soon as locals are set up for exchange
employes,

the lATSE

will concentrate

on

organization of ushers and other lowerbracket theatre employes, Browne said.
Although the lATSE has had jurisdiction in
this field for some time it was not deemed
propitious
clared.

to step in before

now,

he

de-

THEATRE GROUPS SEEK
CLOSER COOPERATION
New York — Closer cooperation among
all theatre workers in the legitimate and
motion picture fields is one of the principal objectives of the first national convention of the American Theatre Council
to be held at the Hotel Astor here beginning May 24.
Primarily, the council aims to revive
interest in the ailing legitimate stage.
The
and

convention will discuss plans for increasing patronage at legitimate theatres
to extend to the country at large the

professional
York.

theatre

now

centered

in New

A proposal that motion picture exhibitors be asked to open their theatres to

traveling stage troupes where other theatres are not available is due for discus-

sion.

The

New

is considering

agers’ and Publicity Men’s Union, it was
said late this week by George Browne,
lATSE president. The MPMU
embraces
managers, treasurers, boxoffice men and
cashiers, and has had an AFL charter
for eight years. The group is headed by
Ted Mitchell and Jack McCarron.

plaintiffs’ script, “Oh Shah,” in the picture “Roman Scandals.” An accounting of
profits and an injunction are asked.

Granted

New York — A default judgment against
the Amusement Parkway, Inc., Isidor Liebman and Edward Siegal, operators of the
Parkway, Bronx, was obtained in federal
court this week by 20th Century-Fox, RKO
and Van Beuren for alleged exhibition of

Permission

received

lATSE

house."
Mort Eisman, Clara Dellas and Robert
L. Shayon in their plagiarism suit against
Samuel Goldwyn, Samuel Goldwyn, Inc.,
United Artists and Eddie Cantor. The suit
is over an alleged infringement of the

no

Electrics’ Suit Dismissed
Wilmington, Del. — A
formal decision
dismissing the action brought originally in
1932 by General Talking Pictures Corp.,
and the Duovac Radio Corp. against Erpi,
Western Electric and AT&T, was handed
down by Judge John P. Nields in the U. S.
district court here.
The charges against AT&T and Western
were dismissed, and an injunction sought
against Erpi was denied. The court has
retained jurisdiction in case Erpi should
hereafter attempt to enforce the so-called

asking

New York — In its drive to unionize every classification of film worker in exchanges, laboratories and theatres, the

step and jmnp' methods of our booking office. They hop on a picture.
We step on the advertising. And
they

delay delivery of product to Brandt’s Gem,
Far Rockaway, L. I., until after it had
played the Central. Last weekend fire
destroyed the interior of the Central.
Pending repairs,
opposition.

He

Trial

New York — Harry Brandt’s conspiracy
suit against major companies and the
Century circuit has been postponed until
Oct. 24 by mutual consent. Brandt charged
that Paramount, RKO, Universal and Columbia conspired with Century, operating
the Central Theatre, Cedarhurst, L. I., to

lATSE Maj Take
MPMU in Drive

Candid Criticism for
Booking Policy

Council

is a

voluntary

association

formed by representatives of the Actors’
Equity Ass’n, Dramatists’ Guild, The
League of New York Theatres and other
theatre

groups. Various auxiliary organizations are expected to be invited to participate in the movement which hopes to

devise methods of providing for the welfare of young playwrights, actors, directors
and other theatre workers, even down to
janitors.
Several unions have been organized and
they hope to have an opportunity to join
in the forum discussions. Among them are
the Managers’ and Publicity Men’s Union,
the Theatrical Business Representatives
Guild and the American Advertising Guild.
While the council has not invited any of
the aforementioned to take part in the
convention, according to Marcus Heiman,
one of its directors, the guidance will be
sought in ironing out organizing
ties, it is expected.
BOXOFnCE
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EXPLOITATION

ANALYZING

COMING

Each

PKODCCTIONS

FROM

THE

BOXOFFICB

ANGLE

Exploitation Preview Is Arranged Conveniently for Clipping and Filing for Future Reference.

HOTEL
HAYWIRE
PARAMOUNT
The Cast; Lynne Overman,
Baker, Leo Carrillo, George

Mary Carlisle, ypring Byington, Benny
Barbier, John Patterson, Purnell Pratt,

Collette Lyons, Porter Hall, Fay Holden. Producer: William LeBaron.
Director; George Archainbaucl. Original St<>ry; Preston
Sturges. Photography: Henry Sharp.

What

it's about:

Finding some lingerie in her husband’s pocket, Mrs. Minnie
Parkhouse (Spring Byington) goes to Dr. Zodiac Zippe (Leo
Carrillo), an astrologist, who advises her to have her husband (Lynne Overman) trailed by Bertie and Genevieve Stevens (Benny Baker and Collette Lyons). Zippe also persuades
Parkhouse to hire the pair to follow his wife. A divorce
is decided upon, and Parkhouse arranges to be found with
another woman in Hotel Haywire. The Parkhouse’s daughter
Phyllis (Mary Carlisle) is planning to marry Frank Ketts (John
Patterson) against John’s father’s wishes. They go to the
hotel for the ceremony, and complications pile up when Phyllis
and John get rooms adjoining those in which her father and
Genevieve — the other woman — are ensconced. The marriage
is performed, and Parkhouse and his wife, learning that Dr.
Zippe was responsible, are reunited.
WHAT

to do and

HOW

to do it:

Advertise this as a hilarious farce with an all-comedy
cast headed by Lynne Overman, Leo Carrillo, Benny Baker
and Mary Carlisle.
Get over the idea of the wild happenings in the hotel by
constructing a compo-board silhouette of a hotel building,
with portrait heads of members of the cast in various winhookup. dows, which flash on and off via some simple electrical
Dress the ushers and usherettes as bellhops. Construct
a scaffolding along the sides of the lobby and above the
marquee, with signs reading: “Now under construction on
this site — ‘Hotel Haywire’ — ready for occupancy next week.”
"HOTEL HAYWIRE" REGISTER
As a gag tieup, plant a “Hotel Haywire” guest register
in the lobby before the picture opens, inviting patrons to
sign their names as “guests” of the theatre. Then work out
some stunt whereby a number of the persons whose names
and addresses have been affixed to the register receive notice that they are entitled to free admission on the opening
night of the picture.
Many tieups can be arranged with the managers of local
and neighboring hotels, such as spotting plugs for the picture
on the hotels’ cafe menus, and having the hotel managers recommend the film to the guests.
In the film, Mary Carlisle and John Patterson plan to
elope and be married at Hotel Haywire. Use this as the basis
of a suggestion to neighboring hotels that they offer to pay
the marriage license fees of all couples planning to wed
during an allotted space of time, provided the couples reserve
rooms there for their honeymoons.
CLOTHING TIEUPS
Stills showing Benny Baker bedecked in Cossack garb, replete with fur cap, cape and sword, can be used in clothing
store tieups. Other stills in which Spring Byington discovers
some lingerie in the pocket of her husband, Lynne Overman,
can be planted with some apparel shop on the line that “the
proper place to find lingerie is in a gift box from MandelAdlines:
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ONE MILE FROM

HEAVEN

— 20TH CENTURY-FOX
The

Cast:

Claire

Trevor,

Bill

Robinson,

Sally

Blane,

Joan

Carol,

F^'rodi Washington, RoU Harolde, John Eldredge, Eddie Anderson,
Paul McVey, Ray Walker, Russell Hopton, Chick Chandler. Producer: Sol M. Wurtzel. Director: Allan Dwan. Original Story: Judge
Benjamin Lindsey. Photography: Sidney Wagner.

WTiat it's about:
Tex Warren (Claire Trevor), newspaper sob-sister, sees a
white child. Sunny (Joan Carol) in the Negro district, ostensibly the daughter of a black mother. Flora Jackson (Fredi
Washington). Sensing a story, Tex checks the birth records
and finds Sunny is not Flora’s child, but is, instead, the
daughter of Barbara Harrington (Sally Blane), socialite, by
a previous marriage. When a released convict attempts to
blackmail Barbara by proving that the child is the daughter
of a convict father, Tex gets on the trail and the convict is
rounded up. Tex suggests that Barbara avert scandal by
adopting the child and having Flora employed as nurse and
companion, and Tex refuses to print the story so Sunny will
be shielded from undesirable publicity.
WHAT

to do and

HOW

to do it:

With Claire Trevor, Sally Blane and Bill Robinson, famed
Negro tap-dancer, heading the cast, and with the story based
on a suggestion by Judge Ben Lindsey, juvenile court justice, this picture presents a novel theme which should prove
satisfying.
FOOTPRINT

LOBBY

Footprinting of a baby in the picture provides one of
the important sequences and can be worked into a lobby stunt.
Hire a local foot-doctor to take footprints in the lobby of
all babies whose mothers buy tickets to the film. Have the
prints impressed on a special board which bears the year,
month and day. The stunt can be combined with baby photographs, issuing small pictures of the children to be attached
to the cards.
Claire Trevor plays a newspaper woman, suggesting the
holding of a special preview for women in the city working
on local papers. Also send passes to local welfare workers,
juvenile court judges, and other newspaper workers, getting
their opinions on the picture for lobby quotations.
Build up good-will for the theatre by sponsoring an “Adopt
an Orphan for a Day” project in conjunction with the showing of the picture, arranging that each orphan in a local
asylum be adopted for the day by a local woman. The guardian pays her way into the theatre but each orphan is admitted free. Plenty of publicity can undoubtedly be obtained
through newspapers. Tie up with bus companies for free
transportation and with ice cream, candy and novelty companies for favors and refreshments.
Build up the idea of the special performance with the
women’s page editor of the local newspapers
society women in the party.

to interest local

'Title tieups can be worked out with such stunts as setting up a telescope several blocks from the theatre and aiming it at the theatre marquee. On the telescope place billing
reading: “Take a look. You are only ‘One Mile From Heaven’
with this telescope.” Also make up a number of tack cards
reading: “You are now just ‘One Mile From Heaven’ at the
Blank Theatre,” and spot them around town at locations just
about a mile from the theatre.
DANCE

TIEUP

Tie up on Bill Robinson’s well-known tap-dancing ability
with an old-fashioned hoe-down on the theatre stage for
juveniles. Tie up also with local dancing academies, spotting stills of Robinson and little Joan Carol in action.
Claire Trevor has been made the subject of various merchandise tieups by 20th Century-Fox, information on which
can be obtained from your local exchange.
Print throwaways as “road-maps,” with the route to the
theatre stenciled in red, labeling the path “One Mile From
Adlines:
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ONCE

A HERO

—COLUMBIA
The Cast: Richard Dix, ii'ay Wray, Charles Arnt, Billy Burrud,
Victor Kilian, James Donlan, Franklin Pangborn, Granville Bates.
Zeni Victor!, Don Rowan. Producer: Myles Connolly. Director: Harry
Bachman.
Original Story: Myles Connolly, Screenplay: Ethel Hill,
Hervey P^rguson. Photographer: Joe Walker.

What it's about:
Tim Bart (Richard Dix), Hollywood’s most famous Western star, until the talkies come in, fades out when he and his
leading lady, Gloria Gay (Pay Wray) take voice tests. She
succeeds, while he is told his voice is poor. Slowly his money
dwindles; he avoids Gloria, and is forced to sell his ranch.
Billy, (Billy Burrud), whom Tim met in a children’s hospital,
comes west to remind Tim that he’d promised the boy a good
time in Hollywood. Tim decides to give Billy a day of happiness, taut Billy is accidentally injured. Desperate for funds,
Tim decides to rob a bank — but in the process kills three
bandits. He becomes a hero, gets a film offer, and is reunited
with Gloria,
WHAT

to do and

HOW

to do it:

Here is a movie which shows the inside workings of Hollywood and the studios and the private lives of the picture
stars. Sell the film on this idea, taking advantage of the
immense selling power of the name — Hollywood. It also reunites two romantic favorites, Richard Dix and Fay Wray.
Make a lobby board showing these two stars in previous films
in which they have appeared together.
In one important

"DOUBLES" PARTY
sequence in the picture Dix stages a

party at which all the stars’ doubles appear. Using this as
an angle promote a “doubles” party among the children in
the neighborhood, offering prizes to the youngsters who can
give the best imitations of famous stars.
There are many brands of merchandise which use the
name Hollywood either as a trademark, or as a selling point.
Take advantage of all these products to arrange tieups using
stills which show the inside of the studios and famous Hollywood landmarks. Plant inserts and sticker ads on all the
movie magazines in the local news stands. Plant stills on the
movie pages of the local newspapers.
By using tear sheets from Look and Life magazines, showing candid camera shots of the stars at play, get a tieup
with a local camera shop selling the new Argus camera. Sell
the product on the basis of “When You’re on That Trip to
Hollywood This Summer, Snap Your Favorite Star at Play
With an Argus Camera.”
Similar stills can be used in arranging tieups with travel
agencies on vacation trips to Hollywood. Other stills can be
used for tieups with Mission Orange Ade. In the story Dix
invites a crippled orphan to Hollywood as his guest. Taking
this as a cue, stage a free show for all the members of local
orphan’s homes and charity hospitals. Present each with a
small gift, donated by Richard Dix.
Run a movie star identification contest in one of the
local newspapers. Feature Richard Dix, Fay Wray and others
from the cast of this picture and include photos of several
of the one-time stars who have since passed from the limelight.
MINIATURE

PREMIERE

Another sequence in the film shows a brilliant Hollywood
premiere. On the opening night of this picture stage a miniature premiere, inviting the Mayor, Chief of Police, Councilmen and social set leaders. Have all the bright lights, newspaper photographers and autograph seekers planted in the
crowds to give the affair an air of authenticity.
Use tear sheets, for a lobby display board, of the newspaper cartoon strips based on the adventures of Tom Mix
and Hoot Gibson. Both are currently running in many papers as ads for health food products. Copy for throwaways
should be based on the “see how Movies are made” idea.
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LOVE IN A BUNGALOW
—UNIVERSAL
Tlie

Cast: Nan Grey, Kent Taylor. Dorothea Kent, Hobart Cavanaugh, Jack Smart, Minerva Urecal, David Oliver, Louise Beavers.
Producer: E. M. Asher
Director: Ray McCarey.
Original Story:
Eleanor Griffin. William Rankin. Photography: Milton Krasner.

What it's about:
Mary Callahan (Nan Grey), hostess in a model bungalow,
finds an intruder in the person of Jeff Langan, jobless supersalesman, when she arrives one morning. They strike up a
friendship. One evening they hear the announcement of a
prize contest over the radio for the best letter from a young
married couple telling why they consider themselves the
world’s happiest husband and wife. Mary and Jeff send a
letter, then forget about it until Mary is notified they have
won, and that the donors are coming for dinner. Complications arise when she and Jeff are forced to dig up a spurious family to live up to the letter. The real owners of the
house and the borrowed children turn up during the dinner,
but the prize donors give Mary and Jeff the money for their
courage and resourcefulness.
WHAT

to do and

HOW

to do it:

Featuring Nan Grey, who was one of the “Three Smart
Girls” in that Universal picture, and Kent Taylor, who is
steadily growing in popularity, this should prove a pleasing
comedy for filmgoers of lighter tastes. Give Taylor, Miss
Grey and Hobart Cavanaugh advertising and marquee credits
on the production.
MODEL

HOME

ANGLE

The picture's action is hinged on the happening which
takes place in a model bungalow, providing many excellent
tieups along this angle. Chief among these is the promotion
of a model home contest to pick what is considered the most
modern and attractive small home in town. Make it a citywide scheme, asking one of the local architects to act as judge,
and award prizes through the cooperation of local home
furnishing stores.
Tieups of all types can be made on the project with
real estate agents, contractors, architects, furniture stores,
hardware dealers, gardeners, etc. Make the boxoffice over
to resemble a typical rose-covered cottage, with a little white
picket fence surrounding it. Make a trailer tieup, displaying
popular new models as America’s newest “bungalow on wheels.”
Tie up with schools, arranging contests on the model home
angle with classes in architecture, home decoration and home
economics.
Hold a contest similar to the one in the picture, in which
local married couples submit letters telling why they consider
themselves the happiest husband and wife in the world. Have
the woman’s page editor of a local newspaper
award suitable prizes.
"EMBARRASSING

MOMENT"

act as judge and

GAG

Make the picture title the basis of a popular song-writing
contest for local amateur musicians. The old “embarrassing moment” gag can be revived in connection with the discovery in the picture by the donors of the prize money that
Taylor and Miss Grey are not married, and that the children
and dog are just “props.” Tie the contest in with your newspaper advertising program, awarding free tickets to the best
“embarrassing moment” submitted
Make a cooperative tieup with
way that those who purchase new
tain amount are given passes to
store buys the tickets from you at

each day.
furniture stores in such a
furniture exceeding a certhe show. The furniture
a special rate.
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20th Century-Fox (750)
80 Minutes
Rel. May 7, '37
Brilliantly cast and ably directed, this romantic farce,
imbued with a continental savor which gives it a delightful polish, strikes a smart, distinctive note stamping it as

United

one of the season’s most agreeable comedy offerings. Backed
by the recognized boxoffice values of Loretta Young and
Adolphe Menjou and with a sterling performance by the

Goldwyn is easy to take. Jammed with laughs, it will satisfy the average audience without taxing their mental processes. Plenty of good marquee names will bring satisfaction to the boxoffice. Hopkins and McCrea are splendid in their comedy roles and Winninger is his usual self
than which no more can be asked. Story deals with Hopkins’ attempt to separate McCrea from a portion of his
fortune with which to finance Winninger, as McCrea’s
improvident father, in a new venture. She gets the money
and her man at the same time. John G. Blystone directed.

Artists (

up-and-coming Tyrone Power, the film’s romantic gaiety
overcomes the rather labored story, given added strength
by Edward H. Griffith’s adept direction. It is Menjou’s
picture. He projects a clean-cut characterization, richly
flavored, as the Parisian headwaiter through whose scheming machinations Power is drawn into a tangled web from
which he is extricated by Miss Young. Explosive satire
is contributed by Ratoff as an ex-member of nobility.
Adolphe Menjou, Loretta Young, Tyrone Power, Gregory
Ratoff, Charles Winninger , Helen Westley, Christian Rub.

Miriam

Metropole

F

Joel

Leona

Maricle,

singing

Charles

Ella Logan,

Man

Winninger ,

Broderick

Erik

Crawford.

F

-

and dancing
cess. Ruggles and

get credit for much of the film’s sucBlue are particularly hilarious, the

latter clinching his spot as one of filmdom’s top comics.
Charlie, a department store head who believes implicitly
in astrology, is told that in order to see the successful
culmination of his own romance, he must first foster a
romance between two young people. The youngsters are
Downs and Miss Whitney, who after many set-backs are
brought together. Directed by Lewis Seiler.
Charlie Ruggles, Eleayiore Whitney, Johnny Downs, Ben
Blue, Marjorie Gateson, Kenny Baker, Phil Harris.
Comedy

tion but the love of his major’s daughter begins to work
a reforming influence until his former sweetheart from
New York turns up to expose him. Escaping to China, he
runs into several exciting adventures with bandits and
winds up as an international hero.
Wallace Ford Anna Lee, John Mills, Grace Bradley,

Now

Chases

McCrea,

7, '37

improbable
by Samuel

Paramount (3642)
77 Minutes
Rel.
With a cast of expertly selected players all giving grand
performances, this first Fanchon production is ear-marked
for swell audience reaction. It is a gay, tuneful comedy —
a setup for the talents of Charlie Ruggles, Ben Blue,
Eleanore Whitney and Johnny Downs, whose clowning,

Ford is an American racketeer who takes another man’s
passport and flees to England to escape a murder charge.
Here he is forced to enlist in the army to escape detec-

in the Army

Rel. May

‘Z;::;;

GB (3620)
83 Minutes
Rel. Mar. 1, '37
The fine directorial hand of Raoul Walsh is mainly responsible for the fast pace and lively humor of this British
army comedy, injecting as he has American wisecracks
and much red-blooded action into the familiar and obvious story. His players struggle hard to rise above the
unbelievable situations, with Wallace Ford and Anna Lee
being most successful in turning in neat characterizations.

You're

70 Minutes

Hopkins,

Rhodes,

Woman
Cafe

)

Light as air in texture, highly fantastic and
in conception, this effort at slapstick comedy

Turn

F

Off the Moon

F

Musical

a heavy grosser and sure-fire entertainment. O’Brien exhibits plenty of his pleasing personality as the Hollywood
cowboy star who, on location for a picture, is mistaken
by the niece of a ranchwom.an for a real cowhand. As a
lark he and his writer pal, Joe Caits, carry out the deception and round up the villains by airplane. Cecilia
Parker plays the heroine in great style and Ewing Scott,
who collaborated on the original screenplay, turns in a
good job of direction.

M-G-M (731)
97 Minutes
Rel. May 14, '37
With a proven money-getting cast, this gripping film of
war, love, sacrifice and loyalty, ably produced, directed
and acted, will prove another in the long line of boxoffice
successes with which Metro is winding up its current program. Documentary insofar as its pleas against war are
concerned, the story is action-crammed and will prove
grade "A” entertainment for those who enjoy cinematic
portrayals of life in the raw. Spencer Tracy and Franchot
Tone take every advantage of meaty parts, while Gladys
George does everything possible to turn in a good show
in a role, the possibilities of which are below her proven
talents. Picture unfolds the story of a meek lad whose
experiences in the trenches turn him into a cowardly,
ruthless killer of gangdom. Directed by W. S. Van Dyke.

George O'Brien, Cecilia Parker, Joe Caits, Maude Eburne,
Charles Middleton, Frank Milan, Stanley Blystone,

Spencer Tracy, Gladys George, Franchot Tone, Edgar Bearing, Ma^y Lou Treen, Cliff Edwards, Charles Troxvbridge,

RKO Radio (783)
60 Minutes
Rel. May 28, '37
At last departing from the usual western-action formula,
this reaffirms George O’Brien’s position as one of the top
adventure stars of the screen, giving him one of the best
roles he has had in his film career. The novelty of the
story boosts it to top billing on any program. It will be

Hollywood

Cowboy

F

^vesu...

They

Warner Bros. (
)
105 Minutes
Rel. May 29, '37
Here’s a million dollar’s worth of talent in a picture far
inferior to its cast’s ability. The lines are often stilted
and unnatural and action, prior to the final fight sequences, is slow. So, despite the draw of its top three
cast names, this film about fight managers and the game
of fisticuffs emerges as just an average programmer.
Edward G. Robinson, a fight manager, discovers and grooms
Wayne Morrison, promising heavyweight, but Wayne falls

BOXOFFICE
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F

' of his role as a navy aviator with an appealing and
? petent performance which should win him many
jiThe difficult portrayal of the navy wife who must

comfans.
tutor

IJherself to fit into the tight circle of the navy’s social life
“^at the risk of ruining her husband’s career is ably handled
j by Wendy Barrie, and William Gargan adds a touch of
Ideft comedy. Good scenic shots of Hawaiian backgrounds
Iand some excellent flying sequences put this picture on a
a high enjoyment standard.

Edward G. Robinson, Bette Davis, Humphrey Bogart, Wayne
Morrison, Jane Bryan, Harry Carey, Soledad Jiminez.

I'Ray Milland, Wendy Barrie, Kent Taylor, William Gargan,
Polly Rowles, Mary Philips, Samuel S, Hinds.

F
CLASSmCATION— A - ADULT

a Gun

Jlifted into sweeping heights through H. C. Potter’s mov,Singly intimate direction. It is Ray Milland’s best oppori|tunity in motion pictures so far, and he makes the most

and to get 'Wayne out of the way frames him in a fight,
giving him wrong directions. At the cost of his own life,
however, Robinson relents in the nick of time and the
boy wins. Michael Curtiz directed.

Galahad

Him

'Universal (1011)
80 Minutes
Rel. May 16, '37
This depiction of life in the navy, which might have
fibeen just another programmer, is given a fresh slant and

in love with Jane Bryan, Robinson’s sister. Robinson, who
wants to keep his family out of the fight racket, is furious,

Kid

Gave

Wings
—

F- FAMILY

Over
—

Honolulu

F

Drama

J- JUVENILE

15, 1937.

23

^}Cploltlp5

SUGGESTIONS

SELLING ANGLES:
"Woman Chases Man"
Erect a lobby display board depicting the way
women have chased men since the beginning of
time, using Adam and Eve and other historical
figures up to Miss Hopkins and McCrea. Hold a
vote to have patrons decide whether they like Miss
Hopkins better as a comedienne or in serious
roles. Tie up with women's shoe stores, cosmetic
and beau'y parlors. Tie up on Winninger’s appeal to radio audiences as "Cap'n Henry” on the
“Show Boat” program. See Exploitation Preview
in Boxoffice April 17, 1937.
CATCHLINES:
He

Was

Young

. . . Handsome

.

. . and

Rich

. . . But He and Cupid Weren't on Speaking Terms!
She Stole His Money and His Heart . . . and
Made Him Like It!
He Could Keep the Wolf From His Door . . .
But Cupid Walked Right in Without Knocking!
SELLING ANGLES:
"Turn Off the Moon"
Feature the musical numbers from the picture
in all radio and band plugs. Using the astrology
motif for a lobby stunt in which a man dressed
as a swami hands out fake astrological charts, telling all patrons that no matter what month they
were born in, they'll enjoy the picture. Play up
the appearance of Kenny Baker and Phil Harris,
both radio favorites, in the picture. Title tieups
can be made with hardware and electric appliance
stores on light bulbs. See Exploitation Preview,
printed in Boxoffice April 24, 1937.
CATCHLINES:
He Had to Play Cupid to Another Young Couple
. . . Before He Could Get Married Himself.
He Studied the Stars to Learn When to Propose . . . and Muffed It on a Cloudy Night.
They Spent Their Honeymoon in a Dream Cottage on the Third Floor of a Department Store.
SELLING ANGLES:
"They Gave Him a Gun"
Tone, Tracy and George are the sock marquee
names. Prepare a lobby display of World War
souvenirs, and hire two men dressed as soldiers
to perform "sentry duty” in front of the theatre.
Invite war veterans, American Legion posts and
other military organizations to a special showing.
Hold a showing for civic clubs and church members, using their reactions in lobby and newspaper
advertising. Sell the film as an argument for
world peace.
CATCHLINES:
He

Schooled to the Power of Rifle and
Became a Gangster Gunman!

Bayonet

. . .

He Fainted at the Sight of Blood . . . But Two
Years of War Turned Him Into a Ruthless Killer!
He Married the Woman
Another Man Loved
. . . and Killed Himself When He Found Out!
SELLING ANGLES:
"Wings Over Honolulu"
Build up lobby easel displays around the Red
Book magazine story by Mildred Cram from which
the picture was made. Obtain the wings of a
wrecked aiiTilane to place above the marquee.
Charter an airplane to fly above the city towing
advertising banners. Make tieups on the various
products emanating from Hawaii. Clip headlines
concerning the recent navy flight to Hawaii for
lobby easels. See Exploitation Preview printed in
Boxoffice Feb. 20, 1937.
CATCHLINES:
Her Life Was His Happiness . . . Her Love Was
His Spur to Ambition!
She Had to Choose . . . Between Her Happiness
. . . and
Navy!

Her

Husband’s

Promising

Career

in the

A Love Story as Big as a Man’s Ambition
Laid in a Setting of Tropical Romance.

FOR
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SELLING ANGLES:
"Cafe Metropole"
Boost Loretta Young and Tyrone Power as a
romantic team with strong boxoffice value. Make
a Parisian background for the foyer, with scenes
showing the Eiffel Tower and other landmarks.
Tie up with restaurants selling French wines and
foods. Use facsimiles of French 1,000 franc notes
as throwaways, imprinted with picture billing. Tie
up on Menjou’s reputation as a good dresser. See
Exploitation Preview printed in Boxoffice March
6, 1937.
CATCHLINES:
He Was a Phony Prince from Princeton . . .
But a Wealthy Heiress Proposed to Him Anyway!
He Had to Choose Between Becoming a Bogus
Prince . . . and Serving Time in a French Jail!
The Great Impersonation . . . American Poses
as Russian Prince
Who Loves Him!

. . . But

Doesn’t

Fool

the Girl

SELLING ANGLES:
"You're in the Army Now"
Feature the American background above the
British and play up Wallace Ford and Grace
Bradley, both of whom
are popular with the
younger fans. Raoul Walsh, who made “What
Price Glory” and “The Cockeyed World,” is one
of the few directors known to patrons and his
name will help sell this picture. Run a contest,
asking patrons to name six Walsh productions
with passes for the winners. Use stills of Bradley
and Lee in smart costumes to attract women.
CATCHLINES:
Raoul Walsh Tells the Cockeyed World
a Man With a Shady Past Who Lived and
in the Army!

About
Loved

Pals in Everything — Except When a Woman
Came Along. Then It Was Every Man for Himself! A Rapid-Fire Romance With a Bigger Kick
Than an Army Mule!
SELLING ANGLES:
"Hollywood Cowboy"
Mount a large-sized figure of O’Brien in fighting pose atop the marquee. Capitalizing on the
cowboy trick of rolling cigarettes, promote a cigarette-rolling contest through a local tobacconist.
Plant stills on the cattle stampede in butcher
shops. Tie up with stills showing O’Brien’s splendid physique. Make usual tieups on western pulp
magazines, and use scenic stills for vacation-resort tieups. See Exploitation Preview printed in
Boxoffice

April 17, 1937, under

title “Looking

for

CATCHLINES:
Trouble.”
The Closest He’d Ever Gotten to Rustlers . . .
Was in the Movies . . . Till He Actually Rescued a
Beautiful Girl!
He Knew All the Camera Angles . . . and Proved
Himself
a He-Man When Real Rustlers Rode the
Range!
SELLING ANGLES:
“Kid Galahad"
Proven draw names are Robinson, Davis and
Bogart. Give them marquee credits. Capitalize on
America’s interest in boxing with a sponsorship
tieup with a local newspaper for a “Blank City
Boxing Tournament” at the local fight arena.
Present a “Kid Galahad” trophy. Tie up on fact
that story appeared in the Saturday Evening Post.
Tie up with sporting goods houses. Have man do
“road work” behind slowly-moving car as street
ballyhoo. See Exploitation Preview printed in
Boxoffice Feb. 27, 1937.
CATCHLINES:
Down-to-the-Minute, Dangerous, Fast-Moving
Drama ... of the Modern Boxing Game!
He Tricked His Own Boxer ... to Save His
Life . . . But He Couldn’t Go Through With It!
He Double-Crossed His Own Boxer ... to Save
His Sister from Unhappiness!

EXPLOITATION

PREVIEWS

REGULARLY

IN BOXOFnCE
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Skott ^ul^4QCt ?^Q\^Iqw6.
Birthday Party
Universal

7 Minutes

Oswald, the lucky rabbit of Universal’s
series of cartoons, is gradually being relegated to the background as five little
ducks, cutely named Pee, Pi, Po Pum — and
Pooey, take the center of the screen and
usually waddle away with all the laughs.
To help Oswald celebrate his birthday each
duckling has his own Cake but Pooey, the
mischievous one, starts things by blowing
his candle so hard that the cake flies into
the dog’s mouth. Then they go about
wrecking the birthday toys until the dOg
chases them home, much to the rabbit’s
delight. This is full of originality and we
predict that the ducklings will soon become favorite cartoon characters with the
youngsters.

The Fella With the Fiddle
Vitaphone

7 Minutes

Brightly colored and animated with ingenuity and care this Merrie Melody is still
another reason to support the contention
that black-and-white cartoons seem dull
and colorless in comparison. Old Grandpa
Mouse is telling his cute little nephews a
story, when they spy a nickel. In the resultant scramble it is lost. Then he unfolds the tale of the fake blind musician
whose greed for gold finally landed him
in the jaws of a cat who realized his
weakness for gold teeth. But the motto
fails to impress when the kids discover

r—

^

€HORT
OF

THE

WEEK

The Jam Session
Vitaphone

10 Minutes

Featuring Clyde McCoy and his
Sugar Blues orchestra, this is a fastmoving and lively ‘‘Melody Master”
short which will, without a doubt,
start patrons’ feet tapping in time to
its swingy rhythm. McCoy, whose
hand is popular on the air, finishes a
broadcast and suggests that his boys
join him at a nearby cafe for a cup
of coffee. However, there’s no rest
for the weary musicians here as the
guests start a ‘‘We Want McCoy”
campaign and persuade him to play
several numbers hi his inimitable
noisy style. A knockout dance team
put over a comedy number, following which Clyde again obliges with
“The Roseland Stomp” during which
the white guests start stepping and
swaying on the dance floor in a
manner suggestive of Harlem’s blackface swing enthusiasts. An excellent short to enliven the dull spot on
the average program.

Off the Horses
19 Minutes

Bert Lahr’s nervous type of humor has
been neatly fitted into a racetrack comedy
with the laughs plentiful enough until the
climax when the repetitious gags begin
to wear thin. Lahr, whose wife is against
any type of gambling, sneaks off to the
track resolved to win a large sum for his
boss whose business is in financial difficulties. His hunches are invariably winners, but he is continually sidetracked into
putting money on losing nags. Authentic
newsreel shots add excitement to the racing scenes. Janet Reade is the domineering, loud-talking wife to perfection and
Clyde Pillmore and Russ Brown are also
well cast. A1 Christie produced this tworeeler which, because of its length, is best
suited to single bills.

Pictorial

No. 9
Paramount
An

11 Minutes

interesting variety of subjects, including a rendition of the popular song,
“Moonlight and Shadows,” against a background of pastoral scenes; glimpses of the
activities on the rooftops of Manhattan,
and a laugh bit as two mischievous bear
cubs go through some cunning antics.
Buddy Clark, the youthful radio star, sings
BOXOFFICE
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19 Minutes

Rarely does such an incongruous dish
of absurdity and bad taste find itself under a major company’s banner. Though
it all comes under the general heading of
slapstick such liberties have been taken
as to most certainly disturb the finer sensibilities of the ladies. Polly Moran is
made the target of just about everything
but the kitchen sink, which is not only
decidedly not funny but ancient. The
whole stupid affair is the result of Polly’s
getting mixed up with a bunch of sailors
in her effort to get a husband in order
to avoid deportation for having overstayed
her visiting permit in this country.

Ski Skill
M-G-M

10 Minutes

Undoubtedly the most spectacular and
superbly-photographed of the long succession of shorts on the popular sport of
skiing, this Pete Smith novelty is handicapped only by following several other reels
along the same general trend and by being
released in spring instead of early winter.
Filmed in the Austrian Tyrol where the
scenery is breathtakingly beautiful and the
countryside ideally suited to the downhill
races, the participants are all experts in
the art of speeding through the snow.
Thrills predominate but a few spills are
cleverly intermingled to relieve the tension,
and Smith’s narration is in his customary
bantering style. If film audiences haven’t
developed an interest in skiing by now it
hasn’t been the fault of shorts producers.

the song in romantic crooning style. The
cubs furnish some amusement as they leave
their North Woods and get into a few
scrapes before they stumble over a hunter’s camp and make a complete wreck of
it. Closing sequence pictures the gardens,
gymnasiums and rest spots high up on
Manhattan’s towering skyscrapers.
neth Roberts is the narrator.

Pudgy

Paramount

Sailor Maid
Columbia

a gold crown on Grandpa’s watch-chain.

Educational

fight proves highly popular with Betty’s
audience and both are called upon to interrupt their battle to take repeated bows.
Excellent cartoon subject filled with gags.

Ken-

Takes a Bow-Wow

Paramount

7 Minutes

Pudgy, the little white “dog-star” of Max
Fleischer’s Betty Boop cartoon series,
makes an appearance during his mistress’
song-and-dance act and steals all the applause as well as scoring laugh hit for
this amusing short. The trouble starts
when Pudgy and a quarrelsome cat get into
a mixup and the two animals make use
of the various theatre props for weapons
to the dismay of Betty who is putting over
her number. However, the cat and dog

Stranger Than Fiction
No. 35

Universal

9 Minutes

This collection of oddities from nearby
and out-of-the-way spots invariably makes
an educational and novel reel. The current issue starts off with the well-known
smile of F. D. R., impersonated by his
double, Harold G. Blaney of Swampscott,
Mass. This restaurant owner so closely
resembles the President that it has helped
his business by bringing people to town
just to get a look at him — and incidentally
buy a meal. Another extraordinary shot
is of a Buffalo man who lifts chairs and
even a table with his iron molars. A blind
watchmaker shown working on delicate
timepieces is a lesson in perseverance. The
other scenes show a school that plays
hookey, a lighthouse surrounded by skyscrapers, and a fast game of fire-ball played by cotton pickers with burlap balls
soaked with kerosene — red-hot sport for
certain.
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'Romansing' Publicizes
M-G-M's "Maytime"
Richmond,

one way

Va. — There's

more

than

to get a neivspaper break

for a picture, and it’s the manager
who uses his thinking cap and a little ingenuity off the beaten track
who gets further along with his city
desk contacts. George Jones, manager of Loew's in Richmond, falls in
this category. He coined the word
“Romansing” to describe “Maytime,” the idea combining the suggestion of romance and music. The
Richmond News-Leader gave him a
special story and box on it.

"MAID

OF SALEM"
LIMERICK CONTEST

Toledo,

O. — The

Toledo

Motion

Picture

Council is going to bat for local exhibitors with a limerick contest to exploit
what it conceives to be a noteworthy film
— in this instance Paramount’s “Maid of
Salem.” Prizes of $10. $5 and theatre
tickets are offered for the best last lines
to a series of gay limericks. For the benefit of showmen who might want to use
them in newspaper tieups, programs or
otherwise, here they are:
Though

no

one

today

is afraid

To say “a bewitching young
When
Salem was young
That phrase on your tongue.

maid,’*

A young <-avalier, Fred MacMurray
Came
to Salem one day in hurry;
From
Virginia he fled
With a price on his head

In Old Salem Town it was thought
A sin to perform the gavotte
But Fred and Claudette
Were inclined to forget

Young maidens of Old Salem Town
Were wont to dress only in brown;
And when they wore laces
In church, all the faces

IDEAS

BY

PRACTICAL

SHOWMEN

NUGGETS
"Shall We Dance"
Rouses Providence
Providence — Manager

William

Brown

of

the RKO-Albee was plenty busy the past
week getting a heavy campaign under way
for “Shall We Dance,” the Astaire-Rogers
film which opened at his house May 6.
Windows around town were covered liberally with one-sheets, music stores were
contacted for tieups and Brown landed
special window displays in Lerner’s Dress
Shop, The Outlet Co., Liggetts and a novelty window with the R. I. Cycle Shop,
which dumped hundreds of pairs of roller
skates in a pile in its main display window, placarded for passersby to guess the
number of pairs displayed, with prizes offered the winning guessers.
Another “first” which is chalked up to
Manager Brown on this campaign is a tieup with the R. I. Dancing Teachers’ Club,
first ever, with each dance instructor giving photos and one-sheet displays in their
dance studios and otherwise plugging the
booking at the Albee.

Angling by Radio
Los Angeles — The lure of free tickets to
Metro’s “Captains Courageous,” which premiered at the Carthay Circle Theatre here
this week, was the bait offered in an exploitation tieup with radio station KMTR.
Local fishermen were invited to submit
their best fish stories to the station, with
tellers of the tallest tales receiving passes
for their efforts.

"Hit Parade" Stunt
Bridgeport,

Conn.

—

Morris

Rosenthal,

manager of the Majestic, gave Republic’s
“Hit Parade” more prestige with a special
screening for radio and film critics Sunday
morning, followed by a press luncheon.
The staff wore high silk hats and sash
banners a week in advance.

gOB
streetin ballyhoo
for
UA’s RUSSELL’S
“Star Is Born”
New Haven
created plenty of attention. One of the
staff of the Poli was costumed as an astronomer and offered his telescope to
passersby for a look at the stars. A novel
contest on WELI also took. Cards were
distributed in the theatre, inviting patrons
to try out for parts in the radio script
of the picture, and applicants read parts
without rehearsal from the studio the following day. The next day the electrical
transcription of the script acted by the
real stars was put on. Guest tickets were
prizes. A special Janet Gaynor window
was also arranged in• Kresge’s.
As the trailer on 20th-Fox's “Wake Up
and Live” was shown at Loew’s Poli in
Worcester, Mass., alarm clocks planted in
ten different places around the theatre
went off almost simultaneously. They
were allowed to run two or three minutes
and caused plenty of comment.

•

A

plane towing

a

banner

advertising

UA’s “Top of the Town” to Buffalo’s upturned faces was hired by Manager
George

McKenna

and

Dick Walsh,

licity manager, of Charles
Lafayette Theatre. Also,
tage of the full-page ad
in the Saturday Evening

pub-

Hayman’s New
taking advanon the picture
Post, they had

all trucks of a magazine distributing company
bannered
ments of the
ad. with colorful announce-

•

In connection with M-G-M’s “Romeo
mid Juliet,” Jack Simons, Loew manager
in Hartford, Conn., persuaded the Hartfort Times to sponsor a breakfast and
screening of the picture on a Monday
morning. The newspaper invited various
advertising department heads to the
screening and paid all expenses of the
catering, etc.

Renting a three-room vacant downtoivn building, Bruce Royal, manager
of the Fair Theatre, Plainview, Tex.,
set up appropriate window

scenes to

exploit Paramount’s Hopalong Cassidy
production, “Borderland.” Miniature
rugged hills, trees and waterfalls were
done

on muslin, and sand and numerous western novelties were artistically strewn about the windows. A
cutout of Jimmy Ellison, star of the
film, on his horse also was displayed.
Most of the novelties were promoted by
Royal

from

expense

26

novelties shops and

in connection
traction was negligible.
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"Wake Up" and "Maptime" Take Spotlight
(AVERAGE

CHARLOTTE

Broadway — Thunder in the City (Col)
Broadway — Sins of the Children (GN)
Carolina — Uoineo and Juliet (M-G-M)
( ’arolina — Kspionagre (M-G-M). stage sliow
Imperial — When’s Your ISirthday (RKO)
State — 'Crime Nobody Saw (Para)
State — Boss Kider of Gim Creek (Univ)

115
95
100
110
100
115
100

ALbee — The M'omaii I Bove (RKO)
Capitol — Personal Property (M-G-M;,
wk

2d

120

d. t.

110

Family — Gold Haeket
(GN)
Grand — Waikiki Medding
(Para), 5th wk
Keith’s — Gold Old Soak (M-G-M)
Lyric — Soldier and the l^ady (RKO)
Palace — Marked Woman
(FN), held over
Shubert — Lost Horizon (Col), 2d wk

110
100
110
100
140
100

State— Uomeo
and Juliet (M-G-M)
Stillman — Her Husband
Lies (Para)

85
50

Capitol — The Battle of Greed (Cres)
C'apitol — Men in Exile (FN)
Majestic- — ^Sea Devils (RKO),
with IMajor
llo-wes all-girl stage show
Melba — When
Love Is Young
(Univ)
Palace — 'I'he Woman
I Love (RKO)
Tower — Wake
Up and IJve (20th-Fox). 2d

80
90

Now

(GB);

roadshow,

8th

wk.,

(L>e2el);

Amba.ssador — Internes
(Para)

210
110
75

125

for

80

and

80

Take

(ity

Trail

80

Money

80

Apollo — Wake
I'p and lave (20th-Fox)
Loew’s — Borneo and Juliet (M-G-M)
Lyric — Mountain Justice (FN)

KANSAS

185
90
110

CITY

Fp

and

Live

(20th-Fox);

2d

125

LOS ANGELES
Chinese — Wake
I'p and Live (20th-Fox); Song
of the City (M-G-M)
Downtown — Woman
Chases Man
(UA); Men
in Exile (\VB)
Hillstreet — Woman
I Ia»ve (RKO); Too Many

150
90

W’ives (RKO)
‘...125
Hollywood — Same as Downtown
90
Pantage.s — Same
as Hillstreet
125
Paramount — Ba<-keteers in Exile (Col); Buddy
Rogers, Connie Bosw-ell. Stu Hamblin
in
person
110
State — Same as Chinese
IFO

MILWAUKEE
Gerden- — Ecstasy (Jewel)
Palace — J<»hn Meade’s Woman
(Para);
Nobody’s Baby
(M-G-M)
Ri' erside--Trouble in Morocco (Col), stage
show
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A Star

Is Born

Up

and

Live

Providence

Lost

(dual) —

165

(h»od Earth, 13th
Astor, New
York.
Horizon,

9th

Y'ork;

Ma^tiine,
City.

4th

of

165

w"k.

of

wk.

two-a-day

Geary,

at

Studio,

Salt

at
San

at Cinema. Detroit.
4th wk. at Strand,

wk.

at

two-a-day
at

125
100
120

Parole

Juliet

United

Artists — Night

Must

Fall

(M-G-M)

(RKO);

Backet

When’s

Your

(M-G-M);

W^ay

Park

.^..110

90

(UA)

...

90
80
80

100
80
. . 80

Ambassador — The Woman
I Fove (RKO)
aSVs Hours Feave (GN)
Fox — Make
Ip and Five (20th-Fox);
Clarence (Para)
Loew’s — Personal Property (M-G-M)
Missouri — Tluinder in the Cit.v (Col); Secret
Valley (20th-Fox)
St. Louis — Sea Devils
Swing Low (Para)

SALT
roadshow
185
Let’s

Get

135
95
85

ORLEANS

Center— Outcast (Para)
80
Globe— (ireen Uglit (FN), revival
85
Liberty — 'rhiinder in the City (Col)
125
Loew's State — A Star Is Bom
(UA)
140
Orpheum — .Mountain Justice (FN)
65
Saenger — Top of the Town
(Univ)
140
St. (’harles — Hit Parade (Rep)
85
Strand — sinner Take All (M-G-M)
65
Tudor — Charlie Chan at the Opera (20th-Fox)..110

YORK

CITY

Astor — Tlie Ciood ICarth (M-G-M), 13th wk.
of two-a-day
Capitol — Night Must Fall (M-G-M)
Central — I Promise to Pay (Col), 2d wk. and
10th episode Dick Tra<*y serial . . . .,
Criterion — 'riiunder in the C’ity (Col), 2d wk...
Globe — Lost Horizon (Col), 9th w'k. of twoa-day
Paramount — Swing High, Swing Iy<»w (Para)
stage show, 3d wk
Radio City Music Hall — A Star Is Bom
(UA),
stage show; 2d wk
Rialto — Way
Out West (M-G-M)
Rivoli — C afe Metropole (20th-Fox), 2d wk
Roxy — Wake
Up and Live (20th-Fox), stage
show, 2d wk
Strand — Marked Woman
(FN), 5 days of 4th
wk
Strand — The Prince and the Pauper (FN), 2
days

OKLAHOMA

85
130

Majestic — Wake
Fp and Five (20th-Fox);
Charlie Clian at the Olympics ( 20th-Fox) . . . . 165
State — A Star Is Born (UA); Kaeketeers in
Kxile (Col)
175
Strand — King of Gamblers (Para); Back Stage
(GB)
95

HAVEN

Paramount — Internes C’an’t Take Money
(Para); The Crime Nobody Saw (Para)
Roger Sherman — The Woman
I L<»ve (RKO);
Too Many
Wives (RKO), 6 days

NEW

Poker

ST. LOUIS

Meade’s W'oman
(Para)
Time — Marines Are Coming
(Rep)
W orld— Man Who
C<»uld W ork Miracles

NEW

of

stage

130

Ave.

Century — Internes Can’t Take Money (Para)
Minnesota — Personal Property (M-G-M)
Orpheum
Woman
I Love (RKO)
State — No .Man of Her Own
(Para); John

College — The (iood Earth (M-G-M),
55c-83c-$1.10
Loew’s-Poli — A Star Is Born (UA);
Married (RKO)

115

PROVIDENCE

Lake

MINNEAPOLIS
Aster — China Passage
Logger (RKO)

150
205

New

100
(RKO);

100
165

ORE.

Albee — Hit Parade (Rep); Outcasts
Fiat (RKO)
Fays — That 1 May Uve (20th-Fox),
show
(M-G-M);

110

Blue Mouse — Waikiki AVedding (Para) ; Time
Out for Komanoe
(20th-Fox); 3d d. t. wk
105
Broadway — Good Old Soak (M-G-M);
Song
of the City (M-G-M)
..,..115
Mayfair — Outcasts of Poker Flat (RKO); Two
Wise Maids (Rep)
110
Orpheum — Seventh Heaven (20th-Fox); Off to
the llaees (20th-Fox)
120
Paramount — King and tlie Chorus Ciirl (WB);
Man
Who
Found Himself (RKO)
120

RUNS

wk.

9th

PORTLAND,

165

Wedding — Pittsburgh

EXTENDED

Lost

160

Alvin— Top of the Town (Univ)
Fulton — Love Is News (20th-Fox), 4 days,
3d wk
Penn — Waikiki Wedding
(Para)
Stanley — The Soldier and tlie l.ady (RKO);
Ted I.ewis stage show
Warner — Maytiine (M-G-M), 2d d. t. wk

175

Horizon — Omaha

Globe, New*
Y'ork.
Francisco.

150
(20th-Fox);

PITTSBURGH

185

(dual) —

Providence

Wake

Haven

and Live — Indianapolis.. 185

NEW

Mainstreet — The Wmnan
I Love (RKO)
90
Midland — Borneo and Juliet (M-G-M)
75
Newman— Internes Can’t Take Money (Para);
.MehKly for Two ('WB)
80
Tower--I’ifty Beads to T<»wn (20th-Fox); stage,
including Faith Bacon
210
Uptown--Wake
wk.. 8 days

Up

Wi.sconsin— Borneo and
Gut West (M-G-M)

85
held

held

Silks

Dodge

Can’t

Earth — New

Wake

165

wk.) — Pittsburgh. ...205

100
110

INDIANAPOLIS
(GN);

(2d

Waruei — <lui^litv Street
Birthday (RKO)

Fox — Thunder in the City (Col), stage show"... 100
Madison — Love From a Stranger (UA)
85
Mi< higan — Internes Can’t Take Money (Para),
stage show"
... 105
State — Her Husband’s Secretary (FN); Murder (joes to College (Para)
85
United Artists — Night Must Fall (M-G-M)
.... 90

Spy

Maytime

(Col); road show
(WB); Way
Out

nest (M-G-M)
Orpheum — Wake
Cp and Uve
Song of tile City (M-G-M)

210

140

DETROIT
Adams — You’re in the Army
Night Key (Univ)
Cass — G<»od Earth (M-G-M),
3d wk

(stage

show) — Denver

Strand — Playtime
(Col)

Aladdin— The Hit Parade (Rep)
Broadway — Fifty Koads to T<avn (20th-Fox),
following a week at the Aladdin
Denham- — Love Frcnn a Stranger (UA)
Denver — Wake Up aiul Live (20th-Fox); Fifi
D’Orsay on stage
Orpheum — Night Mu>t Fall (M-G-M); Way Out
West (M-G-M)
Paramount — Silent Barriers (GB) ; Step Lively
Jee\es (20th-Fox)

Alamo — Na\y
(Col)

Live

175
100
125
wk.150

DENVER

Downtown — P<ilygamy
Saddles (Vic)

and

Ec.Nta*.y, 9th wk.
-Marketl Woman,

DALLAS

(Jewel),

Up

125
140

Hippodrome — Wake
I'p and lave (20th-Fox) . . .150
Palace — When
Love Is Young
(Univ); stage
show
80

Cinema — Ecstasy
9th

Wake

Waikiki

CLEVELAND
Allen — I Promise to Pay
(Col)
Hanna — Lost Horizon (Col), roadshow

OMAHA

Brandeis — I.ost Horizon
Omaha — Call It a Day

Good

CINCINNATI

IS 100%)

70
100

100
120
110
120
140
90
130

CITY

Criterion— Woman
I Love (RKO)
125
Liberty — Transatlantic Merry-(io-Round (UA);
Two Wise Maids (Rep)
100
Midwest — Night Must Fall (M-G-M)
125
State — Thunder in the City (Col)
100
Warner — Way
Out West (M-G-M)
stage show. 100
W’arner — Ciood Earth (M-(j-M), road show,
3 days
100

Swing

High,

75
95

LAKE

CITY

Caiiitol — Night Must Fail (M-G-M); Nobody’s
Baby (M-G-M)
■
110
orpheum — Woman
I lk)ve. The (RKO)
115
Paramount — AValce Fp and Live ( 20th-Fox) . . . . 105
Roxy — Lasli of tlie Penitentes (Telepictures);
2nd run feature and vaudeville..
105
Studio — ^Maytiine (M-G-M), holdover 4 th
wk
105
Victory — Park Avenue Logger (RKO); Trouble
in .Morocco (Col)
105

SAN

FRANCISCO

Fox — Wake
Up aiul Uve
(20th-Fox); Song
of the City (M-G-M)
105
Geary — Lost Horizon (Col); roadshow, 9th wk. .. 90
Golden Gate — Woman
1 Love (RKO); stage
show
100
Orpheum — Thunder in the C’ity (Col);
nia Straight Ahead (Univ)

Califor-

90

Paramount — Ciood Old Soak (M-G-M); Doctor’s
Diary (Para)
105
St. I'rancis — Marked
W<nnan
(FN); Family
Affair (M-G-M), 3d d. t. wk
95
United Artists — Fire Over England (UA) ........ 75
Warfield — Internes C’an’t Take Money (Para);
Way Out West (M-G-M)
95

100
90
70

(RKO);

90
..130
135

SEATTLE
Blue Mouse — Wake
Up and Live (20th-Fox);
Murder Cioes to College (Para), 2d d. t. wk.115
Fifth Avenue — Prince and the Pauper (FN);
Song of the City (M-G-M)
Liberty — A Star Is Bom
(UA)
Music Box — ^ sight Must Fall (M-G-M);
Way
Out Best
(M-G-M)
Orpheum — Shall We
Dance (RKO)
Palomar — Soldier and the La<Iy (RKO),
stage show
Paramount — Charlie Chan at the Ol.vnipies
(20th-Fox);

ZSVs

Hours

Leave

(GN)

120
120
115
120
115
115

WASHINGTON
Capitol — Personal Property (M-G-M), stage
show
110
Columbia — Charlie Chan at Olympics (20thFox)
95
Earle — IMoiintain Justice (FN). stage show
70
Keiths — .Shall We Dance (RKO). 3 days 1st wk..200
Metropolitan — Thunder in the City (Col)
105
Palace — Wake
Up and Uve
(20th-Fox)
90
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Numerals Following Title Indicate Running Time. Unless Otherwise Specified, Dates are 193G. Letter in Parenthesis Indicates Suitability Classification.
(A) Adult. (F) Family. (J) Juvenile. Date is National Release. Numerals
Following Date Indicate Production Number.

Columbia
Criminals of the Air (..) — Romantic action drama.
A government undercover agent and a girl newspaper reporter accidentally combine
forces to
quash the activities of a border smuggling gang.
Rosalind Keith, Charles Quigley, Rita Cansino.
Director. C. C. Coleman jr. (F). April 30, *37.
Devil Is Driving, The (61) — Drama,
An unscrupulous attorney, elected district attorney, wages
a safe driving campaign but is disbarred upon
confessing his past dishonesty. This wins him
the girl he loves and an honest job. Richard
Dix, Joan Perry, Frank Wilson. Director, Harry
Lachman.
(F). May 21. '37. (7035).
OeviPs Playground
(74) — Romantic
drama.
A
woman
cheats with her husband’s pal, making
enemies of the two former divers. Her confession reveals her heartlessness just in time for
the

husband to save his pal, trapped in a submarine. Richard Dix, Dolores Del Rio, Chester
Director, Erie C. Kenton.
(A). Jan.

Morris.

24. ’37. (7011).
Oodge City Trail (62) — Western. A ranch foreman
breaks up a gang which had refused to release
one of its members, the father of a girl who was
unaware of his criminal activities. Charles Starrett, Marion Weldon. Donald Grayson. Director,
C. C. Coleman jr. (F). Feb. 5, ’37. (7039)
Frame-Up
(formerly Right Guy) (59) — Action drama. The chief of a racetrack detective bureau
uncovers a trail of crooked gamblers, bribery,
kidnaping, murder and blackmail before
ping a scheme
to upset a sweepstakes.

stopPaul

Kelly, Jacqueline Wells, George McKay.
Directtor, I). Ross Dederman.
(F). May 1, ’37. (7036).
C Promise to Pay (70) — Action drama. A hapless
clerk finds himself a victim of a loan shark
racket and risks his life to aid in bringing the
leader to justice. Chester Morris, Leo Carrillo.
Helen Mack.
Director, D. Ross Lederman. (F).
April 21, ’37. (701.3).
Law of the Ranger (57) — Western. Two strangers
subdue a gang carrying on a reign of terror in
order to gain control of valuable water rights.
Bob Allen, Elaine Shepard, John Morton. Di(7217).

rector, Spencer F.

Bennet.

(F).

Feb.

26,

'37.

League of Frightened Men
(..) — Mystery drama.
A sleuth goes through a maze of escapades before uncovering the man responsible for a series
of

murders among
members
of a ‘college fraternity. Walter Connolly, Lionel Stander, Irene
Hervey.
Director, Alfred Green.
(F). May

25, ’37. (7017).
Let’s Get Married (68) — Romantic
drama.
The
daughter of a social-climbing politician bolts at
the marriage that has been “fixed” for her and
turns to a meterologist whose weather predictions make him famous.
Ralph Bellamy, Ida
Lupino, Reginald Denny. Director, Alfred Green.
(F). Mar. 25, ’37. (7015).
Motor Mad
(62) — Action, drama. Unscrupulous interests intent on having their entry win a speed
boat race try various methods to keep a rival
out

of

Ernest.

the way, but law, order and love prevail. Rosalind Keith, George Meade, George
Director, D. Ross Lederman.
(F). Mar.

20, ’37. (7034).
Parole Racket
(62) — Action drama.
A detective
has himself sent to prison in order to get to the
bottom of a ring responsible for the wholesale
paroling of prisoners and finds that his man Is
the head of the parole board. Paul Kelly, Rosalind Keith. Thurston Hall. Director, C. C. Coleman jr. (F). March 4, ’37. (7027).
Racketeers in Exile (65) — Drama.
A minister’s son,
turned big-shot racketeer, returns home.
Although his mob insists on action, the influence
of a childhood sweetheart and his early religious training makes
him reform. George Bancroft, Evelyn Venable, Wynne
Gibson. Director,
Erie Kenton. (F). Mar. 30, ’37. (7016).
Reckless Ranger
(..) — Western. A
war between
cattle and sheep men, instigated by a gang of
racketeers, is brought under control when
a
Texas Ranger impersonates his twin brother, a
victim
Harry

of the feud, thereby gaining the confidence of the gang.
Bob Allen, Louise Small,
Woods.
Director, Spencer Bennet. (F).

May 30, ’37. (7215).
Speed to Spare (formerly Racing Luck)
(..) —
Action drama.
The differences of two speedway
drivers

are

settled

when

the

younger

one

dis-

TQatUtQ6

covers that the other, whose seemingly arbitrary
actions were really for the best, is his brother.
Dorothy Wilson, Charles Quigley, Eddie Nugent.
Director, Lambert Hillyer. (F).
Tliunder in the City (76) — Comedy

April 16, ’37.
drama. A high

pressure American
salesman, fired and told to
go to England to learn about dignified selling
methods,
uses his dynamic
personality and
charming disregard for accepted customs to conquer the inhibitions of the Old World.
Edward
G. Robinson, Lull Deste, Nigel Bruce. Director,
Marion

Gering.

(F).

April

25, ’37. (7014).

Trapped (formerly Raiding Guns) (65) — Western. In
an effort to avenge his brother's death, a cowboy accuses a crippled neighbor who
pretends
innocence. When
an attempt is made
on his
life

the cowboy, by proving the neighbor’s affliction false, pins the murder on him, Charles
Starrett, Peggy
Stratford, Robert Middlemass.

Director, Leon Barsha. (F). Mar. 5, '37. (7204).
Trouble in Morocco (65) — Action drama.
A young
couple, rival newspaper reporters, decide to quit
attempting to scoop each other and get married
after their adventures almost cost them
their
lives among Arab gun runners. Jack Holt, Mae
Clarke, O. Henry
Gordon.
Director, Ernest
Schoedsack. (F). Mar. 27, '37. (7023).
Two
Gun
Law
(56) —
Western.
The
adopted
son of a bandit who tries to go straight sets
everything to rights when
schemers try to expose him by
presenting damaging
evidence.
Charles Starrett, Peggy Stratford, Ed Le Saint.
Director, Leon Barsha. (F). April 7, ’37. (7205),
Venus Makes Trouble (59) — Romantic
drama.
A
small-town promoter comes to the big city, almost starves, becomes successful and then is
made the victim of an unscrupulous real estate
operator. But an idea turns a swampland
into
a “dream city” and success again. James Dunn,
Patricia Ellis, Gene Morgan.
Director, Gordon
Wiles. (F). May 14. '37. (7026).
Westbound
Mail (58) — Western. A disguised federal officer comes along in time to spoil the
plans

of a gang 'intent on wresting a gold mine
s g-fH Charles Starrett. Rosalind Keith.
Edward
Keane.
Director, Folmer
Blangsted.

(F). Jan. 22. ’37. (7203).
When
You’re in Love (110) — Musical. A foreign
opera star marries an acquaintance so that she
may re-enter this country, and what was meant
to be a business deal turns out as real love.
Grace
Feb.

Moore, Cary Grant, Alice
rector, Robert Riskin and Harry
27. 37. (7001).

MacMahon.
DiLachman.
(F).

Woman
in Distress (68) — Romantic drama.
A
woman
reporter and a rival newspaperman
are
thrown together, eventually for life, when both
are sent on a story that winds up with an art
thief being apprehended.
May
Robson, Irene
Hervey, Dean
Jagger.
Director, Lynn
Shores.
(F). Jan. 17, ’37. (7028).
Women
of Glamour
(70) — Drama.
A
wealthy
young

painter meets a night club girl and transforms her views against the odds of fiance and
family so that she marries him and enters his
world. Virginia Bruce, Melvyn Douglas, Leona
Maricle. Director: Gordon Wiles.
(F). Jan.
28, ’37. (7012).

First National
Case of the Stuttering Bishop, The (..) — Mystery
drama.
A
private detective hoping to benefit
financially as a result of a manslaughter case is
revealed as the real murderer. Donald Woods,
Ann
Dvorak, Anne
Nagel.
Director, William
Clemens. (F). June 5, ’37.
Draegerinan Courage (60) — Drama
of the heroic
work
of rescue squads in the event of mine
disasters, depicting a recent Nova Scotia cavein. Jean Muir, Barton MacLane, Henry O’Neill.
Director, Louis King. (F). May 15, '37.
Green

Light (85) — Drama.
A
young doctor assumes responsibility for a death from an operation to keep above reproach the name
of the
surgeon he worships.
Resigned, he takes up
work
to eliminate an epidemic scourage and,
near

Her
Secretary (58) — Drama.
A
girl
20. Husband’s
’37.
about to become married asks her fiance to hlfe
her friend as secretary. The
girl finds her
friend to be disloyal but, in the face of damaging evidence, stands by her husband. Jean Muir,
Beverly Roberts, Warren
Hull. Director, Frank
McDonald. (F). Mar. 20, ’37.
Little Buckaroo, The (58) — Western. Justice comes
to a thriving town when a crusading lawyer who
had been thwarted in staking his land rush
claim
David
15.

:: May

pins a murder on the same man
responsible for his loss. Dick Foran, Jane Bryan,
Carlyle. Director, Noel Smith. (F). May

Marked

Woman
(96) — Action drama.
The organizer of “clip joints” and his ruthless methods,
responsible for a trial of murders and kldnapings, is rubbed out when
a group of girls risk
their lives by testifying against him.
Bette
Davis, Humphrey
Bogart, Isabel Jewell. Director, Lloyd Bacon. (A). April 10, *37.
in Exile (60) — Romantic
drama.
The
Intrigues of cunning minds intent on getting control of a government involve an attempted South
American
revolution, the mystery of an island
inhabited by fleeing criminals, a huge arms and
ammunition
smuggling
plot and
a
romance.

Men

Dick Purcell, June Travis, Alan Baxter. Director. .Tohn Villiers Farrow.
(F). April 3, *37.
Mountain
Justice (83) — Drama.
A
young nurse
overcomes the prejudices of her hill-billy folk
and the stigma of a murder
charge to bring
modern medical science to the mountains. Josephine Hutchinson, George Brent, Guy Kibbee.
Director, Michael Curtiz. (F). April 24, ’37,
Once a Doctor (58) — Drama.
The shameless philbrother’s

around,
COMING

Awful
Girls
Life

RELEASES;

Without
Truth,
Can

Leave — Dolly
The — Irene

Play — Chas.

Begins

With

Dunne.

Lost

Horizon — Ronald Colman,
ward Everett Horton.

Once

a

Park

Avenue

Hero — Richard

Roaring

Dix,

Dame — Richard

Timber — Jack

Holt,

Taxi

of

Your

Voice — Grace

War — Don

Jane

Wyatt,

Ed-

Perry.

Texas

Cyclone — Charles
Heat — Don

Terry,

Arlen,

Fay

Grace

Bradley.

Starrett

Wray.
and

Bar-

Rosalind

Regards — Betty

when

the

juvenile

G-Men

credit for capMauch, Frank

Barbara

Weeks.

Mauch

twins, Errol Flynn, Claude Rains. Director, William Keighley. (F). May 8, ’37.
Holiday (80) — Romantic drama. A mannequin is ricocheted to international fame as a
fashion arbiter by an adventurer who, in the
transition, causes her to become involved in a
scandalous financial swindle.
She is cleared

Ralph

accepted by the man
she loves. Kay Francis. Claude Rains, Ian Hunter. Director. Michael

Curtiz. (F). Feb. 6. '37.
That Man’s Here Again (60) — Dramatic

romance.

hapless young girl goes through life surmounting numerous obstacles until she finds happiness with the lad that first befriends her.^ Mary
Maguire. Hugh
Herbert, Tom
Brown.
Director,
A

Keith.

Furness,

prince child of fortune and a pauper child of
misfortune, both of whom
are made
victims of
adult political intrigue and criminal rapacity.

and

Moore.

Starrett,

however,

by the employe’s son get
turing the bank robbers. Billy

Stolen

Terry.

White

With
lamy.Kind

Wells.

Fellowes.

Joan

Shooting Showdown — Charles
bara Weeks.
Sound

Jacqueline

Love — Edith

causes his foster
to be ruined. In

Craven, Spring Byington. Director, William McCann. (F). Feb. 27. *37.
Prince and the Pauper, The (115) — Drama.
The
celebrated Mark
Twain
story of two boys, a

Haas.

Quigley,

doctor’s son
as a surgeon

Penrod
and 23,
Sam
The
scrapping
(F). Jan.
’37. (64) — Drama.
sons of a banker and his employe cause the
latter to be fired. There
is forgiveness all
headed

Absent

andering of a
career

an
the latter Donald
saves his
benefactor’s
life emergency
and he is reinstated.
Woods,
Gordon
Oliver, Jean Muir. Director, William Clemens.

Bel-

Louis

BOXOFnCE

death, he is saved by the man
he protected. Errol Flynn, Margaret Lindsay, Anita
Director, Frank
Borzage.
(F). Feb.

Louise.

King.

(F).

Apr.

17, '37,

15, 1937,

29

TQCLtUtQ5

THE

M'liile

Boiidajie (GO) — Melodrama.
When
a newspaper reveals that a plantation owner is cheating" croppers out of their wages he is threatened
with lynching, but the owner’s daughter saves
him and admits her father’s guilt. Jean Muir.
Gordon
Oliver, Joseph King.
Director: Nick
Grinde.

(F).

(OMING
Adventure^
erts.

June

19, ’37.

KKI.KASES:
(►f Fang— Boris

Gentleman I'roin
Anita Douise.

Kimberley.

Mr.

the

I)oci<l> Take>

Talent

Karloff,

Tlie — 'SVarner

Air — Kenny

Scout— Donald

GB

Beverly

Woods.

Rob-

Baxter,

Baker.

Jeanne

Madden.

Pictures

Backstage (70> — Musical. An obscure street singer
is discovered by an equally obscure girl dancer
In a show.
He becomes famous but turns his
cheek to admirers in fa\or of the dancer. Anna
.Waglo. Arthur Tracy, Tilly Losch.
Director,
Herbert Wilcox. (F) Mar. 15, ’37. (3G14)
Everybody
Dance
(75) — Farce
with
music.
A
night club queen gets into a series of compilations when she assumes the role of a
lady
farmer to play hostess to her sister’s children.
Cicely Courtneidge. Ernest Truex, Percy Pardons. iJireotor. Charles Rei.sner. (F). Feb. 15.
37. (3613).
Head Over Heels in I.,<»ve (81) — Romantic musical.
.A cabaret singer, reduced to poverty, chooses
the man
she has scorned for another. Jessie
Matthews. Louis Borell. Robert Flemyng. Whitney Bourne. Director, Sonny Hale. (F). Feb.
20. ’37.

(3601).

King Solomon’s Mines (..) — Adventure.
of an expedition in search of a rich

Members
diamond

mine

convince opposing natives of their supernatural powers when
an eclipse of the moon
comes to their aid. Cedric Hardwicke, Anna
Lee. Roland Young.
Director, Robert Stevenson.

(F). April 15. ’37. (3618).
Man of Affairs (70) — Action drama. The murderers of an Eastern ruler intent on gaining control
of the country are apprehended when the twin
brother of the Rrlti.sh Foreign Secretary takes a
hand. George Aiii.«s. Rene Ray. Director, Herbert Mason. (F>. Jan. 20. ’37. (3606).
of Tnrest (09) — Drama
of the Irish rebellion. .An English officer in love with an Irish
girl relea.ses her by assuming blame of her rebel

Itiver

brother’s death upon realizing she loves another.
John I.,odge, John I..oder. Antoinette Cellier. Di(3621).

rector. Brian Desmond

Hurst.

(F).

Jan.

15. ’37,

''ilent Barriers (100) -Drama,
of the perils and
hazards which threatened abandonment
of the
building of tlie Canadian
Pacific railroad, an
amazing engineering feat. Barry Mackay. Antionette Cellier. Roy Emerton.
Director. Milton
Rosmer.
(F)
Apr. 1. '37. (3608).
Tallc of the Devil (7G) — Mt lodrama. A man posing
as the brotlier of an upright shipbuilder frames
him but is exi>osed by another, who is in love
with the shipbuilder’s ward, through his ability
to mimic voices. Hi<ardo Cortez. Sally Filers.
Basil Sydney. Director, Carol Reed. (F). June
1. '37.

(3607).

Tenth

.'Man, Tlie (05) — Drama.
A shrewd political!. using his position to further iin<h*rhandefi
financial interests and
wlio believes himself
mentally superior to all mankind,
meets his

equal for an inglorious end. John I.odge, Antionette Cellier, Athole Stewart. l>ire«tor-: Brian
Desmond
Hurst. (F). May 15, ’37. (3622).
You're in the Army
N<i\v (83) — Comedy
drama.
By a chain of circumstances a smalltime racketeer is forced to live up to the traditions of
the British army, makes good, and dies a hero.
Wallace Ford, John Mill.s, Anna Lee. Director,
Raoul

Walsh.

COMING
Coins

for

tfaiigwnyNon-Stop

Mar.

1. ’37.

Jessie

Linden.

Cecilia

Roger

Imhoff.

Director,

Duncan
Mansfield. (F) Mar. 20. '37. (124)
(ioUl Ka<‘ket» The (..) — Action drama.
A federal
agent and his wife assume disguises to obtain
tlie evidence that convicts a
gang
of gold
smugglers. Conrad Nagel, Eleanor Hunt. Fuzzy
Knight. Director, Louis J. Gasiner. (F). April
10. ’37. (1,38).
Hittiii* the Trail (02) — Western. The head of a
horse-rustling gang
uses an innocent cow'boy
as a "front” to frame a wealthy ranch-owner,
but the cowboy
rights matters and gets the
ranchowner’s daughter. Tex Ritter, Jerry Bergh.
Tommy
Bupp. Director. R. N. Bradbury. (F).
March 20. ’37. (14!))
Juggernaut (G5) — Drama. An eccentric scientist is
led into a murder plot by a scheming wife, in
order that he may
continue his experiments to
benefit humanity.
Boris Karloff, Mona
Goya.
Joan Wyndham.
Director, Henry Edwards. (A)
April of30.the’37.Sea (..) — Adventure. The undersea
Killers
encounters of Capt. Wallace Casewell In his determination to make the Gulf of Mexico a safer
■37.
body (135).
of water. Lowell Thomas.
(F). May
8.
Navy

Spy

(62) — Action drama.
A federal investigator risks his life to save the girl who supplies the clue that helps him locate a missing
navy man, inventor of a valuable fuel. Conrad
Nagel, Eleanor Hunt, Judith Allen. Director.

Crane Wilbur. (F).
Komaiice and Kiches
young
make

Mar. 27. ’37. (137).
(65) — Romantic
drama.

A

millionaire, told he’s not man
enough to
his own
way, proves his advisors are

wrong,
poorer

besides reh*’ biiltating
classes. Car> Grant.

Cawthorne.
Director.
27. *37. (153)

Alfred

the life among
the
Mary Brian, Peter
Z^iister-

(F)

Feb

Sc'Otland Yard Goniinands (61) — Action drama.
A
retired navy commander
reluctantly cultivates
a girl’s friendship in order to learn, through her
brother, the activities of gun smugglers.
He
fails in love with the girl and with her help
clears the brother and smashes the smugglers
Clive Brook, Victoria Hopper, Nora Swinburne
Director. James Flood. (F). Jan. 23, '37. (152).
'Froiible in Texas (62) — Western.
A cowboy entertainer wins the prize in a rodeo but is forced
to clean

up the gang attempting to apply racketeering methods to the affair before collecting.
Ritter. Rita Cansino. Earl Dwire. Director.

Tex
R.
23’^

N. Bradbury.
(F) Feb. 27. ’37. (148)
Hourb Leave (76) — Action drama.
A cocksure army rookie bets he'll have breakfast with
the general. He
accidentally discovers some

spies, becomes a hero, wins the general’s daughter and the bet. James Ellison. Terry Walker.
Morgan Hill Director. John G. Blystone. (F)
Mar. 27. ’37. (103)
Twu
\Vh<i Dared (85) — Drama.
Again.st a background of Czarist Russia and political intrigue
it tells of a woman
faced with the dilemma of
confe.ssing her own lack of virtue or of sending a man
to death. Anna
Sten, Henry Wil
<oxon, Viola Keats.
Director. Eugen
Frenke.
(A). May 8. ’37. (113).
('OMIN(.
.Mias
Boots
Death

RELKASKS:

Blaekie

Burke — Ken

of Destin.\ - -Ken
Takes a Cruise.

D.> iiaiiiite — James
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I'orever

No.

GiMernineut
(^rand

Maynard,

The

Claudia

Dell.

Hervey,
Nagel,

Robert

Arm-

Eleanor

Hunt,

—

Love Takes T'liglit — Bruce Cabot.
Marked Money — Conrad Nagel, Eleanor
Photo Finish.
La

Pilbeam.

'“oinething
Parker.

to

Sing

York

Anna

Lee.

l>esmond

Tester.

Hunt.

Roeque.

About

Spy of Napoleon — Itichard
Sweetheart of the Navy.
TITI.E

National

Arizona Days
(52) — Western.
A
theatrical ambitions joins a local

>ome

Call

- Eric

Linden.

Cecilia

cowbody
with
troupe. Wlwen

the troupe’s property is burned he trails and
subdues the offenders, making
himself a local
hero. Tex Ritter, Ethelind Terry, Syd Saylor.
Director, Jack English. (F). Jan. 30. 37. (147).
Girl Loves Boy (formerly Two Shall Meet) (70) —
Drama.
The daughter of a widowed seamstress
provides the wholesome
influence that redeems
a friend’.s wayward son from his evil ways. Eric

Barthelmess,

Dolly

Haas.

CHANGE:
It Love,

changed

to MAYBE

IT'S

LOVE.

Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer
Caiiiille

(115) — Drama.
An extravagant but penniless beauty, broken in health, plunges into a
fatal round of mad
living to forget her lover.
Greta Garbo, Robert Taylor, Lionel Barrymore.
Lenore Ulrlc. Director. George Cukor. (A). Jan.
1, '37. (639).

Captains

Courageous

Vic-

Dangerous Number
(70) — Drama.
The wife of a
young silk merchant, constantly embroiled in
domestic disputes, resorts to some unique lusea
in order to hold him. Robert Young, Ann Sothern, Reginald Owen.
Director. Richard Thorpe
(F). Jan. 22, '37. (718).
Day at the Itaees, A
(..) — Comedy.
The plot to
gain control of a sanitarium is foiled by a new
director, in reality a horse doctor, a jockey, an
ice-cream vendor and a horse. Marx Bros., Al
Ian Jones, Esther Muir.
Director. Sam
Wood
(F). May 28, '37. (730).
Kmperor’s Caiullestieks, The (..) — Drama.
International intrigue, wlierein a Viennese nobleman,
a countess, a pair of mysterious candlesticks,
stolen jewels and a transcontinental chase figure
in the conspiracy. William Powell, Luise Rainer.
Director,
(733).

George

Fitzmaurice.

(F).

June

11, '37.

lOspionage (62) — Mystery drama.
Rival man
and
woman
reporters following a munitions magnate
for a
story, fall into plenty of trouble, get
scooped in the bargain, but find love instead
Edmund
Lowe. Madge Evans, Paul Lukas. Director, Kurt Neumann.
(F). Feb. 26, '37. (723).
T'ainily Affair, A
(68) — Drama.
A judge with a
spotless reputation succeeds in averting a false
attack upon him by a
blackmailer, who
also
idanned o convert a lucrative building project
to his own
means, which would have furthei
reflected upon the judge.
Lionel Barrymore.
Spring
Byington,
Cecilia Parker.
Director.
George Seitz. (F). Mar. 12, '37. (6.32).
Good Old Soak (07) — Drama.
A retired business
man. wrongly accused and about to shoulder
the blame for a family disgrace, is exonerated
when

his son confesses causing the rift. Wallace Beery, Janet Beecher. Una Merkel. Director. J. Walter Ruben. (F). April 23, '37. (728).
Last of Mrs. Cheyney, The (98) — Comedy
drama.
A woman
wlio is accepted by an exclusive English
set

is swamped

with marriage proposals. Although she is discovered to be a thief one of her
admirers persuades her to be his wife. Joan
Crawford, William Powell, Robert Montgomery

Director. R. Boleslawski. (F). Feb. 19, '37. (719).
rich manuA
Steps Out (71) — Comedy.
Vlama
"osturer. his culture-mad wife and
romant'
daughter tour Europe until each get so much
mnie than they had aimed for that home looks
better than ever. Guy
Kibbee, Alice Brady,
r-eb.' 6. '37. (721).
Betty Furness. Director, George B. Seitz. (F).

slum-born
A
of the Pei>ple (72) — Drama.
Man
youth battles his w-ay through a maelstrom of
but
power
legal
a
become
to
opposition
political
his benefactors send him back to oblivion, ruined,
hut
(716). happy that
Joseph
people.
Healy.
Ma.vtiiiie

he has been a martyr to his
Rice, Ted
Calleia, Florence

Director.

E.

L.

(134) — Operetta.

Niglit

Marin.
A

Jan.

(F).

great

opera

29, '37.

star,

now

(125) — Drama.

Robert

Z.

A

millionaire’s

Leonard.

(F).

.'Must Fall (115) — M.vstery drama. The emotional turmoil of a girl in love with and under
influence of an egomaniac, despite the fact

Director,

Gigli.

-Irene

'«iha»lo\\, 'I'he — Rod

Spencer Tracy, Lionel Barrymore. Director,
tor Fleming. (F). July 30, '37. (717).

she knows him to be a murderer.
,gomer>', Rosalind Russell, Dame

Erwin.

Agent--Conrad

( an^oii

RELEASES

spoiled son seeks solace with his father after
the fisherman, who taught him about the real
things in life, is drowned Freddie Bartholomew,

the

Yours — Beniamino

(iirl
Said
strong.

CURRENT

Barrymore.
Director,
Mar. 26, '37 (720).

Maynard.

Cagney.

r'a<'ts — Stuart

ON

oid, tells the story of her life to a pair of quarrelsome lovers, setting them on the road to hapnines.s. Jeanette MacDonald, Nelson Eddy, John

Matthews.

Grand

30

Parker,

CHECK-UP

sing, Co\vh(»y, Sing — Tex Ritter.
Miiall Town
Boy — Stuart Erwin.

KEI.EASES:

Candles — Nova

New

(3626)

COMPLETE

(727).
Nobody’s

Richard

Thorpe.

(A).

Robert MontMay
Whitty.
April

30.

'37.

Baby
(69) — Comedy.
Two
nurses attempt to shield an expectant mother, whose

husband,
world to

a
famous
dancer, didn’t want
the
know
he was married.
Patsy Kelly,

Lyda
Robert!, Lynne
Overman,
Director, Gua
Meins. (F). April 23, '37. (729).
Parnell (..) — Drama.
The head of an Irish party
is forced to resign over the scandal provoked by
for the wife of one of his disloyal folhis
'37.'love
(722).
lowers. Their marriage plans are cut short
w'hen he dies. Clark Gable. Myrna Loy, Edna
May Oliver. Director, John Stahl. (F). June 4,

An exProperty (88) — Romantic drama.
convict is urged by his brother to leave town.
He does under protest but returns in time to atop
the latter’s marriage to the wrong girl — taking
her for himself. Jean Harlow. Robert Taylor,
(F)
Director, W. S. Van Dyke.
Reginald Owen.
Mar. 19, '37. (72.5).
sucgirl
country
A
I'iek a Star (78) — Comedy.
cessfully crashes the gates of Hollywood, although beset by the machinations of a promoter
Patsy Kelly, Jack
who skips with her money.
Personal

SedgHaley Rosina Lawrence. Director, Edward
wick ' (F). May 21. '37. (735).
Fate throws a
Song of the C»ty (68)— Drama.
a
penniless scion of society, about to marry
a group of fishermillionaire divorcee, among
men. Intrigue, racketeering and social differences fail to halt his love and marriage to a
Norris, Jeffrey Deane, Marwharf girl. Edward

BOXOFFICE

:: May

15, 1937.

THE

garet

COMPLETE

Lindsay.

Director,

E.

CHECK-UP

Taggart.

(F).

April

2. '37. (724).
They Gave Him a Gun (..) — Drama.
The triangle
of two war buddies and a nurse, who
marries
one out of pity when told the other, who she
loved, is dead, is solved when the latter returns
to save her from a horrible fate. Spencer Tracy,
Gladys George, Franchot Tone. Director, W. S.
Van Dyke. (F). May 14. '37. (731).
Tliirteentli (’hair. The (..) — Mystery. A scientific
crime solution is exposed when a medium
goes
into a trance to find the culprit guilty of a
clueless murder.
Madge Evans, Henry Daniell,
Klissa Landi.
Director, Geo. Seitz. (F). May
7. ’37. (732).
COMING
Broadway
Taylor.

RELEASES:

Melody

Firefly,

The.

General

Hospital.

Good

Earth,

Marie

of

The — Paul

Saratctga— Clark

Gable,

Topper — Constance
Way

Out

Viui’ll
Kice. Be

Muni,
Jean

by

and

Powell,

Luise

Garbo,

Bennett,

West — Laurel
Married

Robeit

Boyer.

Hardy.

Watt.

Escapes
the men

(F).

Feb.

26, '37.

(67) — Mystery. A
she suspects as

girl
her

old
and
out

the leader of the “hot” band that threatened her family’s livelihood. Gladys Swarthout,
MacMurray,
Jack Oakie. Director, A. E.

Sutherland. (F). Jan. 29, '37. (3628).
Clarence (63) — Comedy.
A
war
veteran gets a
job with a
slightly psychopathic family and
before he's through, aided by a saxaphone, order is restored and he wins himself a wife.
Roscoe Karns, Charlotte Wynters, Eugene
lette. Director. George Archainbaud.
(F).
12, '37.

PalFeb.

(3632).

Crime Nobody Saw, The (72) — (formerly Danger,
Men Working) — Comedy
mystery drama.
Three
authors in search of a plot, with 18 hours to
complete the story, have a real murder mystery
dropped in their laps. They solve the case and
get their material. Lew Ayres, Ruth Coleman,
Benny
Baker.
Director, Charles Barton. (F).
March 12. '37. (3635).
Doctor's Diary, A — (77) — Drama. Following the discharge of a doctor from a private hospital he
is brought back to fight a paralysis epidemic
by the nurse he had earlier fired, and gives up
his fiancee to marry her. George Bancroft, Helen
Burgess, John Trent. Director, Charles Vidor.
(F). Jan. 22. '37. (3627).
Girl From Scotland Yard, The (61) — Mystery drama. With the help of an, American
newspapermah
an English girl runs down
an inventor who is destroying England’s
ment due to an old grudge. Karen
arine Alexander, Robert Baldwin.

defense equipMorley, KathDirector, Rob-

ert Vignola. (F). April 9. '37. (3638).
{ireat Gambiiu, The — Mystery.
A
mind
reader
who predicted that a marriage would not take
place i.s instrumental in revealing the murderer
of the fiance. Akim
Tamiroff, John
Trent,
Marian Marsh.
Director, Charles Vidor. (P).
June 11. '37.
Her Husband Lies (formerly The Love Trap) (75)
— Drama.
A
big-shot gambler retires but gets
back into the game and pays for it with his life
in an effort to keep his brother from a similar
fate. Ricardo Cortez, Gail Patrick, Akim
Tamiroff. Director, Edward
Ludwig.
(F). Mar. 19,
'37. ((3636).
Hills of Old Wy<miiiig (77) — Western. A trio of
ranchers succeed in preventing an uprising by
revealing the head of a
who used innocent Indians
William
Hotel

Boyd,

Gail

George

Hayes.

Di-

16, ’37. (3669).
What
started

out

as a gag by a “screwy” astrologist threatens to
cause a domestic breach in a home-loving family. When the source of the trouble Is located
those involved run him out of town.
Leo Carrillo, Lynne Overman, Mary Carlisle. Director,
Archainbaud.

BOXOFFICE

:: May

(F).

May

apple
which

tie.

Can’t Take Money
(..) — Drama.
An Interne befriends a
wounded
gang leader who
helps him locate the missing daughter of the
widow
the interne falls in love with. Barbara
Stanwyck, Joel McCrea, Lloyd Nolan. Director,
Santell.

(F).

April

16,

(F).

Mar.

COMING

Internes

Alfred

firm r)Uts on a
contest, the winner of
he falls in love with but not before a

kidnaping, fake robbery, volcano eruption and
other complications beset them.
Bing Crosby.
Bob Burns, Martha Raye. Director, Frank Tul
26. ’37.

(3637).

28, '37.

'37.

(36.39).

(F).

Meade’s Woman
(88) — Drama.
An unscrupulous lumber tycoon tries manipulating with wheat
but drouth and dust storms ruin him through his
earlier refusal to reforestate the destroyed watersheds. Edward Arnold. Francine
Larrimore,
George Bancroft.
Director, Richard
Wallace.
Feb.

26. '37.

(3630).

of the Gamblers
paper reporter and

(80) — Action drama. A newsa night club singer, while

Trevor. Lloyd Nolan. Akim Tamiroff. Director, Robert Florey. (F). April 23, '37. (3640).

I.ast Traill From Madrid, The (..) — Drama.
Plots
and counter-plots involving various people about
to leave the l)eleaguered city of Madrid as an
invasion threatens to overtake them.
Dorothy
I.,aniour, Gilbert Roland, Lew Ayres. Director,

RELEASES:

Angel — Marlene
Artists

and

Double

or

Dietrich,

Models — Jack

Herbert
Benny,

Nothing — Bing

June

15, 1937.

4, '37.

Easy

Living — Jean

Exclusive — Fred
Forlorn

Marshall.

Dorothy

Crosby,

Lamoui

Martha

the

“witch”

scare.

Claudette

Colbert,

Fred

Mac-

Murray, Harvey Stephens. (F). Feb, 19, ’37. (3631)
Way for Tomorrow
(92) — Drama.
The elderly mother and father of children upon whom
they are dependent are shunted back and forth,
but survive the indignities and vicissitudes even
though they must be separated forever. Victor
Moore, Beulah Bondi, Fay Bainter. Director,

Make

Leo

McCarey.

(F).

April

30.

'37.

(3641).

Midnight Madonna
(..) — Drama.
A husband has
his former wife adjudged an unfit mother of
their child in order to gain control of a fortune
left her. A gambler befriends the wife, secures
a retrial and reunites mother and child. Warren William, Mady
Correll, Robert Baldwin.
'37.
Director, James Flood. (F)'. July 2, '37.
Mountain 31usic (,.)— Comedy. An amnesia victim
runs out on a marriage, proposes to another and
causes his brother to be accused of his murder.
Brought back for the trial he has a lapse of
memory
at the critical moment
but fate saves
the

day. Bob Burns, Martha Raye, John Howard. Director, Charles Riesner. (F). June 18,

and

a

Hunt.

newspaperman
solve the murder of a university professor whose
wife was
the sweetheart of the numbers king. Roscoe Karns, Marsha
Lynne Overman.
Director,
ner. (F). Mar. 5, ’37. (3633).

Charles

Ries-

Night

of Mystery, A (...) — Mystery drama.
A detective’s shrewd deductions lead to the man bent
on exterminating a family, who had succeeded
to the point where
only two girls were left
Roscoe Karns, Helen Burgess, Grant Richards.

Director. E. A.
North of the Rio

Dupont. (F). May 21, '37.
Grande (..) — Western. A mem-

ber of a sheriff’s posse, avenging the death of
liis brother, obtains the confidence of corrupt
citizens to round up the outlaws responsible for
the crime. William Boyd, George Hayes, Stephen Morris. Director, Nate Watt. (F). June
18. '37. (73) —
Outcast
Drama.
Although
cleared of
a
murder
charge a
doctor is so hounded
that he takes refuge in a small town
where
his presence causes a
scandal with lynching
threats until he's cleared. Warren
William,
Karen
Morley. Lewis Stone. Director, Robert
Florey.

(F).

Feb,

5, '37.

(3629).

Swing

High, Swing Low (95) — Comedy. What happens to a trumpet player, fresh from the army,
and a dancer, turned manicurist, when they get
together for mutual protection in Panama.
Carole Lombard, Fred MacMurray,
Charles Butter’37.
(.3634)
worth. Director, Mitchell Lelsen. (F). Mar. 12,

Turn Off the Moon
(78) — Comedy
with music. A
department
store owner
afflicted with astrological influences marries his secretary in spite
of interference from the stars and troublesome
employes.
Charles Ruggles. Eleanore Whitney.
Johnny
Downs.
Director, Lewis Seiler. (F).
May 14. '37. (3642).
Waikiki AVedding (90) — Comedy
music. The publicity man for a

romance
Hawaiian

with
pine-

Ray

Raye.

MacMurray,

Milland.

Frances

Farmer.

High, Wide
and
dolph Scott.

Handsome — Irene

Dunne,

Ran

Souls of
Frances

-—

George

Rafl.

Things
This

the Sea
Dee.

Began
ces Farmer.

AVay,

Gary

Cooper.

to Happen — Fred

MacMurray,

Fran-

Please.

man.Money — Edward
Wild

Everett

RKO

Hoiton.

T.;ynne

Over-

Radio

Behind

the Headlines (..) — Action diama.
Dealing with the use of pocket-sized short-wave
transmitters that enable news
events to be

broadcast “from the spot” and the ingenious
methods used by a brash reporter. Lee Tracy,
Diana Gibson, Donald Meek.
Director, Richard
Uosson.
Border
New

(F).

May

21. '37.

(727).

Cafe (••) — Western.
The son of a staid
England family settles in the west to rehabilitate himself. When
eastern thugs try to

invade the territory a feud breaks out threatening harm to his visiting parents, but the lad
the day. John Beal. Armida, Harry Carey.

saves

Director,

Lew

Landers.

(F).

June

25, '37.

(730).

China Passage (64) — Mystery. An American girl In
China aids two men
in recovering a diamond
they were delivering. Although she accuses one
of the men of the theft, she later falls in lovt
with him
Constance
(718).

and reveals she’s a customs agent
Worth. Vinton Haworth, Leslie Fen-

ton. Director, Edward

Criminal
Murder Goes to College (70) — Mystery. Under the
menace
of a numbers
racket mob, a detective

Arthur,

River.

James Hogan.
(F). June 25, '37.
Maid of Salem (83)~Drama.
A woman
who helps
a political prisoner escape is adjudged a sorceress
on the accusation of a young girl. The prisoner
returns to clear his friend, himself and explode

cattle rustlers’ gang
to cover his activities.

Sheridan,

rector, Nate Watt. (F). April
Haywire
(..) — Comedy.

George

rector, Wesley Ruggles.

Florence

James Hogan. (F). Jan. 22, '37. (3626).
Champagne
Waltz (90) — Musical. Combining
Viennese waltzes and modern swing music;
how the daughter of the waltz palace wins

Fred

the girl decides on the chaperon. Claudette Colbert, Melvyn Douglas, Robert Young. Di-

Claire
Young,

brother’s murderers is accidentally discovered by
a passerby, who releases and marries her. Ray
Milland, Heather Angel, Porter Hall. Director,

ever

one acting as chaphis friend, but the
husband get the air

searching for the latter’s girl friend, “get” the
racketeer responsible for her
disappearance.

Grant.

the impression he is on the outlaws' side, and
after gaining their confidence brings their destruction. William Boyd, Jimmy
Ellison, George

Bulldog Drummond
held captive by

when

Harlow.
Cary

Noon — Ilobt.

Nate

pursued by two men. The
eron steps aside to favor
friend and the prospective

King

Borderland (83) — Drama.
A
Texas Ranger
accepts a disgraceful discharge in order to give

Director,

^QatutQ5

RELEASES

Him
in Paris (..) — Romantic comedy drama. A young fiancee on a Parisian vacation is

(F).

Kainer.

Charles

Paramount

Hayes.
(3668).

Met

CURRENT

John

1937 — Eleanor

AValewska — Greta

I

ON

Lawyer

Killy.

(F).

(72) — Drama.

A

Mar.

12, '37

lawyer

whose

cnances

for a governorship depend upon his successful prosecution of a former client announcets
he is unfit to hold the office in order to protect
a girl he knows Is testifying against her will
Lee Tracy, Margot Grahame, Eduardo Ciannelll
Director,
(713).

Christy

Cabanne.

(F).

Jan.

29,

’37-

Don’t Tell the Wife (63) — Comedy
drama.
A trio
of confidence men
induce a man
with a blueblood name to be the “front” for their gold mine
stock-selling racket. When
things look black for
all concerned the latter discovers the mine to
be rich, helping to recover investors’ money and
ruining the racket. Guy Kibbee, Una
Merkel,
Lynne Overman.
Director, Christy Cabanne.
(F).
Mar. 5. '37 (720).
Hollywood

Cowboy

(formerly

Looking

for

Trouble)

(..) — Western.
Big time city racketeers transfer their activities to the plains. A cowboy film
star, on location, is accused of being one of
them, but acquits himself by stifling the gang’37. (783).
sters. George O’Brien, Cecilia Parker, Maude
Eburne. Director, Ew’ing Scott. (F). May
28,

Man

Who

Found

Himself,

The

(67) — Drama.

A

young

doctor stages a “comeback” after an innocent act of kindness had plunged him into a sea
'37.
(722)
of notoriety,
forcing him to live under an assumed name. John Beal, Joan Fontaine, Philip
Huston.
Director, Lew
Landers.
(F) Apr. 2,

Missus

America (..) — Comedy.
Satirizing the
tests in which American
housewives are

concon-

stantly participating and of a careless housekeeper’s w'inning national recognition in a noodle contest although her husband does most of
the work. Victor Moore, Helen Broderick, Anne
Shirley.
Director, Joseph Santley. (F>. June
4. ’37. (729).

Outcasts of Poker
Flat
(72) — Melodrama.
A
teacher rehabilitates but loses a ruthless gambler who is driven from a California gold mtn-

31

THE

Drama.

ing town by vigilantes. Preston Foster, Jean
Muir, Van
Heflin. Director, Christy Cabanne.
(F). April 16, *37. (710).
Park Avenue
Dogger (65) — Drama.
The adventures of a
socialite, whose
reputation as a
wrestler Is unknown
to his lumber
magnate
father who
makes
good in a
big way
when
forced to learn the logging business. George
O’Brien, Beatrice Roberts, Willard Robertson.
Director, David Howard. (F). Feb. 26, '37. (782).
Plough
and
the
Stars, The
(72) — Historical
drama.
Dramatization of the 1916 "Easter Week
Rising" in Dublin and the part played in it by a
husband whose life Is saved by his wife after he
opposes the authorities against her wishes, Barbara Stanwyck, Preston Foster. Denis O’Dea. Director. John Ford. (F). Jan. 15, '37. (640).
Quality Street (83) — Comedy
drama.
The adventures of a girl who assumes a dual identity in
order to embarrass a suitor w^ho once impoverished and then disappointed her.
Katharine
Plepburn, b^anchot Tone, Eric Blore. Director,
George Stevens, (F). Mar. 26, '37. (709).
Racing Lady (59) — Romantic drama.
A successful
girl horse trainer accepts a contract to handle a

COM

Against

Wallace

Fox.

(F).

Jan.

22, '37.

(707).

Riding

on Air (..) — Comedy.
A
"hick" reporter’s misadventures begin when he wins a radio
slogan contest, thus attracting to his sleepy village a confidence man
who
proceeds to wake
the town up. Joe E. Brown, Florence Rice, Guy
Kibbee. Director, Edward
Sedgwick. (F). June
18. ’37.

rector. Ben Stoloff. (F). Feb. 19, ’37. (714).
Shall We Dance (109) — Musical comedy, A famous
ballet dancer and a
leading revue artist, on
finding that the w’orld believes them married,
are forced to make
it real. Fred Astaire. Ginger Rogers, Edw^ard Everett Horton. Director,
Mark Sandrich. (F'). May 7, ’37. (724).
Sohlier and the Dady, The (85) — Adventure.
Siberia in 1870 as a background, the story

WMth
deals

with the indomitable courage of the Tsar’s courier
in the perilous task of getting through the Tartar battle lines to reach the Russian army w'ith
plane. Anton Walbrook, Margot Grahame. Akim
Tamiroff.
Director, George Nicholls jr. (F).
April 9, ’37. (717).
There

(ioes My
Girl (..) — Mystery drama.
Although they are in love, the boy and girl reporters become bitter rivals when the big murder yarn breaks. Just when
the romance
is
on the verge of collapsing, cupid steps in.. Gene
Raymond, Ann Sothern, Richard Lane. Director,
Ben Holmes. (F"). May 21. ’37. (728).
They Wanted To Marry (CO) — Romantic drama. A
newspaper cameraman
using a carrier pigeon to
hasten publication of his shots gets involved
with the publicity-shy father of the girl he finally marries. Gordon Jones. Betty Furness, Henry Kolker. Director, Lew Landers. (F). Feb.
6. ’37. (715).
Toast of New
York. The (..) — Biographic drama
of Jim Fisk w^ho in the aftermath of the '’ivil

W'ar rose from a New England peddler to power
and fame as one of the country’s early captains
of finance and industry. Edward
Arnold. Cary
Grant. Frances Farmer.
Director, Rowland Lee.
(F). June 11. '37.
Many

Wives (61) — Romantic comedy.
A penniless young man
who
seeks a
job and the
hand of a society girl, gets both, although the
path is a precarious one. Anne Shirley, John
Morley. Dudley Clements. Director, Ben Holmes.
(F). April 9. ’37. (723).
We Who Are About to Die (82)— Drama. A factory
w^orker is wrongly accused of a
payroll robbery and murder
but through the efforts of
his fiancee and a sympathetic police official he
is cleared and the guilty ones condemned.
Preston Foster, Ann
Dvorak. John Beal. Director,

Christy
W’e’re

Cabanne.

(F).

Jan.

8, '37.

(639).

the Jury (71) — Comedy
mystery. An Inquisitive society woman
and a real estate promoter are thrown together on a jury and are
instrumental in saving an innocent woman
from
the electric chair. Helen
Broderick, Victor
Moore, Philip Huston.
Director, Ben
Holmes.
(F).

on

Feb.

12. *37.

(716).

When’s
Your Birthday? (75) — Comedy.
A
third
rate fighter laboring under astrological illusions
occupies a series of odd jobs until the position
of the moon
provides him with the strength to
become champion. Joe E. Brown, Marian Marsh.
Fred Keating. Director, Harry Beaumont. (F).
Feb. 19. '37. (770).
Woman
I Love, The (formerly Eseadrille) (88) —

32

background

of

a

French

You C’an't Bu.^ Luck (61) — Action drama mystery,
A girl, a murder and a catastrophe combine to
reform a
superstitious race horse owner
with
queer ideas. Onslow Steveins. Helen Mack, Hedda
’3 7. (726).Director, Lew Landers. (F). April 30,
Hopper.

COMING
Easy
New
Super

of

Sleuth — Ann

Viva<‘ioiis
taine.
You
Can’t

and

1937 — Joe

Beat

W’oolsey.

Penner,

Sothern.

Lady — Ginger

her
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licity agent that grooms a girl singer to prominence via the radio overcomes the prejudices of
reform school background by proving she

was
unjustly sentenced. Phil Regan, Frances
Langford, Louise Henry.
Director, Gus Meins.
(F). April 26, '37. (6002).
Hit the
and a

Saddle (59) — Western.
trio of cowboys break

Harriet

Jack

Rogers,

Love — Preston

tiilliard.

Oakie.
James

Foster,

Stewart.
Joan

Fon-

Republic
of Cappy Ricks, The (..) — Drama.
The
of a navigation company
finds control of

his business going to other hands and his daughter's happiness threatened. He rights matters
by taking the principals involved to sea, forcing
them
to accept his terms.
Walter Brennan,
Mary Brian. Lyle Talbot. Director, Ralph Staub.
(F). May
Bill Cra<-ks

17. '37.
I)<»wn (62) — Action

drama.

A

love

triangle is solved when
the "softie" son of a
steel magnate
earns his spurs and commands
the respect of a stern superior. Grant Withers,
Beatrice

Roberts,

Benny

Weeks.

Director.

Wil-

liam Nigh. (F). March 22. ’37. (6028).
Bold Caballero, The (69) — Adventure. The daughter of a Spanish governor, seeking to avenge
his death, finds her hate for his supposed killer
turn to love. Robert Livingston, Heather Angel,
Sig

Rumann.

Director,

Wells

Root.

iF). Jan. IS. ’37. (6101).
Circus Girl (62) — Dramatic romance.
plotting revenge on his partner,

Technicolor.
An aerialist,
believing he

has stolen his wife's love, rescues his partner
and becomes the victim of his own plot upon
realizing his error. June Travis, Bob Livingston.
Donald Cook. Director, John Auer. (F). March
1, ’37. (6014).
Come
On,
Cowboys
(..) — Western.
A
ranch
owner, made
an innocent victim of a counterfeiting i)lot by his partner, entrusts guardianship of his little daughter to three cowboys, who
win the battle to prove
Robert Livingston, Kay

they’re fit to keep her.
Corrigan, Max Ternune.

Director. Josei)h Kane. (F). May 19, ’37. (6317).
Dangerous Holiday (..) — Drama.
A
child violin
virtuoso whose life and income is controlled by
greedy relatives runs away
and unintentionally
causes capture of a gang suspected of having
kidnaped him. Ra Hould, Hedda Hopper, Guinn
Williams.
Director, Nicholas
Barrows.
(F).
May 24, ’37.
Gambling Terror, The (53) — Western. A gang of
racketeers operating under threat of harm
to
merchants comes off second best when a wandering gamblei exposes them.
Johnny
Mack
Brown, Iris Meredith. Charlie King. Director,
Sam

Newfield.

(F).

Feb.

15.

’37.

(6324).

Git Along Little Bogies (69) — Musical western. A
>oung cuWDoy
discovers that a. coiispiiaiur is
trying to wrest an oil well from a girl friend
and risks his life to expose the scheme, accidentally bringing oil and a railroad to the cattle
country. Gene Autry, Smiley Burnette, Maple
City Four, Director, Joseph Kane.
(F). March
22. ’37. (6302).
Gun l>»rds of Stirrup Basin (..) — Action drama.
A fight between feuding families that threatens
to break up a marriage is ended when the husband proves neither side was responsible for the
killings. Bob Steele, Louise Stanley, Karl Hackett. Director,
(6336).

Sam

Newfield.

(F).

May

10, '37.

Guns
in the Dark
(58) — Western.
A
cowboy
W’rongly accused of murdering his pal, exposes
the real culprit, who
is also responsible for
cattle and dope smuggling and the kidnaping
of the girl the cowboy
loves. Johnny
Mack
Brown, Claire Rochelle, Syd Saylor. Director,
Sam

Newfield.

April

14, '37.

(6326).

Gunsrnoke Ranch
(..) — Western.
Three cowboys
put an end to the activities of an unscrupulous
politician who is engaged in swindling settlers
by getting them to buy condemned
land. Bob
Livingston, Ray Corrigan, Max Terhune.
Director, Joseph Kane.
(F). April 26, ’37. (6316).
Hit

Parade,

The

A
up

faithful horse
the gang en-

gaged in stealing wild horses. Robert Livingston, Ray Corrigan. Max
Terhune.
Director,
Mack

V.

Wright.

(F).

March

3, ’37. (6315).

learns it was his pal’s father he killed. Alan
Baxter. Andrea Leeds, Owen
Davis jr. Director, Phil Rosen. (A). June 7, ’37.
Jim Hanvey, Detective (70) — Comedy
mystery. A
country detective spurns an insurance company’s
plea to search for valuable jewels but exposes
the

thief when a young couple becomes
cated. Guy Kibbee, Tom
Brown, Lucie

Director.

Affairs
head

RELEASES

It Gould Happen to You (..) — A young man
under the influence of a
strongwilled professor
operates a "phoney" citizenship school with him.
The former executes a murder in order to retain his position but commits suicide when
he

RELEASES:

Going — Wheeler
Faces

ON

(80) — Musical

comedy.

The

pub-

Phil

Rosen.

(F).

April

impliKaye.

5. '37. (6006).

Join the Marines (68) — Romantic drama.
An exOlympic star, as a condition to marriage, makes
good in the marines, but not until he quells
some native uprisings and convinces the girl of
the merits of a service life. Paul Kelly, June
Travis. Reginald Denny.
Director, Ralph Staub.
(F).

Jan.

25, '37.

(6704).

Larceny on the Air (61) — Drama.
A doctor using
the radio to expose fraudulent patent medicines
runs afoul a
group of racketeers but outwits
them with the aid of a radium poisoning victim.
Robert

(771).

Sen Devils (88) — Action drama.
Dealing with
the spirit of the United States Coast Guard ano
its work in saving life at sea and performing ice
patrol work to protect the steamer lanes. Victor
McLaglen. Preston Foster, Donald Woods.
D1

Too

the

CHECK-UP

air squadron’s activities in the World War, the
story is of a woman
w’ho respects but doesn’t
love her husband and of the latter’s best friend,
who
captures her heart. Paul Muni, Miriam
Hopkins, Louis Hayward.
Director, Anatole Litvak. (F). April 23, '37. (721).

W'ealthy man’s stable. Due to a misunderstanding her choice to take the big race is scratched
but is entered the last minute and wins, at the
same time clearing up a bruised romantic situation. Ann Dvorak, Smith Ballew. Harry Carey.
Director,

PLETE

(6030).

Livingston, Grace, Bradley, Willard Robertson. Director, Irving Pichel. (F). Jan. 11, *37.

Lightnin* Crandall (formerly A Texan Rides) (60)
— Western. An expert cowboy, posing as a tenderfoot. becomes involved in a gang war but
bests the faction intent on rustling and who are
also holding his girl friend as hostage. Bob
Steele, Lois January, Charlie King.
Director,
Sam Newfield. (F). March 24. '37. (6335).
Michael OTIalloran (..) — Drama.
A flighty wife
bestows favors on a pair of young orphans as a
stunt to win court favor in a trial for custody
of her children. The orphans’ influence reforms
the wife, reuniting her with her family. Wynne
Gibson. Warren
Hull, Jackie Moran.
Director,
Karl

Brown.

(F).

May

10, '37. (3510).

Navy

Blues (68) — Romantic action drama.
During the amorous pursuits of a blue-blood girl,
a sailor says he’s with the Intelligence Service
and becomes the hero of a
coup started by

would-be
assassins. Richard
Purcell, Mary
Brian. Warren
Hymer.
Director, Ralph Staub.
(F). April 19, '37. (6015).
Paradise Express (61) — Action drama. A battle of
wits and brawn for a hauling contract between
the young receiver for a railroad line and the
unscrupulous operators of an auto trucking firm
puts the railroad on top. Grant Withers, Dorothy Appleby, Arthur
Hoyt.
Director, Joseph
Kane. (F). Feb. 22, '37.
‘Rders of the Whistling Skull, The (55) — Adventure. Trio aiding a girl to locate her missing
father wipe out members
of a lost cult guarding
the ancient village where the father is held
Robert Livingston, Ray Corrigan, Max Terhune.
(6314).
Director, Mack V. Wright.
(F). Jan. 20, '37.
Rootin’ Tootin' Rhythm
(..) — Western.
A ranch
owmer and his pal disguise themselves as outlaws
to win the confidence of a gang of rustlers and
bring about their defeat. Gene Autry, Smiley
Burnette, Armida.
Director, Mack Wright. (F).
May 3, ’37. (6307).
doiind-Up Time in Texas (51) — Adventure. A mine
operator, framed for the murder of his partner.
Is rescued by his brother who
traps the real
killer. Gene Autry, Smiley Burnette, Maxine
Doyle.
(6306).

Director,

Joseph

Kane.

(F).

Feb.

8. '37.

frail of Vengeance
(55) — Western.
The cowboy
who
befriends the daughter
of a
murdered
rancher is accused of the crime but manages
to reveal the real culprit. Johnny Mack Brown,
Iris Meredith, Warner Richmond.
Director, Sam
Newfield. (F). March 29, ’37. (6325).
Trusted Outlaw, The
(52) — In an effort to go
straight and remove the family stigma of outlaw a cowboy incurs the wrath of thieves but
gets the upper hand,
Steele, Lois January,
Robert

Bradbury.

the girl a>nd a job. Bob
Joan Barclay. Director,

(F).

Feb.

1. '37.

(6334).

rw’o Wise Maids (70) — Comedy
drama.
An oldfashioned school teacher introduces some starting innovations to ward off the appointment of
a young man
as principal. Her actions bring
suspension until her kid friends come
to the
rescue and the charges are dismissed. Alison
Skipworth, Polly Moran, Donald Cook. Directorj
Phil Rosen. (F). Feb. 15, '37. (6013).
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('afe Metropole (83) — Romantic society drama. The
adventures of an American heiress in Paris who
forced to apfalls in love with a countryman
pear as a Russian prince. Loretta Young, TyDirector, Ed. IT.
rone Power, Adolphe Menjou.
(F).

7,

May

'37.

(750),

Charlie Chan at the Olympics (71) — Mystery. With
the aid of science, an adventuresome
sleuth
captures a gang which has stolen an important
airplane safety device and which holds his son
as hostage. Warner
Oland, Katherine DeMille,
Pauline Moore.
Director, H, Bruce HumberCharlie

(F).
Chan

May
at the

21,

'37.

Opera

(752),

(68) — Mystery.

Against

a background of the opera “Faust,” a few weird
killings and prevention of a murder occupy the
attention of a sleuth, who successfully solves the
crimes.
Warner
Oland, Boris Karloff, Keye
Luke.
Director, H. Bruce Humberstone.
(F).
Jan.

8, '37

(730).

Crack Up (70) — Drama.
A group of foreign spies
attempt to learn peacetime secrets of American
commercial aviation but are successfully repulsed
by four men, although they fail to prevent
wrecking of the first regular Amehican-Europe
passenger plane. Peter Lorre, Brian Donlevy,
Helen Wood.
Director, Malcolm St. Clair. (F).
Jan.

15, '37

Warning
(70) — Romantic drama.
With a resort hotel for background, patrons and tourists
are implicated in a murder until it is discovered
that a lost gold mine is the underlying cause of
mystery. J. Edward
Bromberg, Betty Furness, John Howard
Payne.
Director, Norman

Foster.

(F).

Mar.

5, '37.

(740).

•

Fifty Roads to Town
(81) — Dramatic
romance.
Fate brings a socialist girl and a young aristocrat together and their cross suspicions in connection with a fleeing gunman
evolve his capture and their marriage.
Don
Ameche,
Ann
Sothern, Slim Summerville.
Director, Norman
Taurog.

(F).

April

16, '37.

(748),

Great Hospital Mystery, The
(59) — Mystery.
A
nurse, to save her brother, innocent of a bank
robbery, substitutes a charity patient for him in
the morgue
while the mystery is cleared up.
Sally

Blane, Thomas
Beck,
rector, James Tinling. (F).

Jane Darwell. DiMay 14, ’37. (751).

Holy Terror, The (68) — Comedy
motherless daughter of a stern

with
naval

music. The
commander

manages to provoke or subdue a series of disturbances climaxed when
she prevents spies
from stealing American secrets. Jane Withers,
Anthony
Martin, Leah
Ray.
Director, James
Tinling.

(F).

Feb.

5, '37. (734).

It Happened
Out West (..) — ^Western. An agent
appointed to prevent a girl ranch owner from
squandering an inheritance is wrongly accused
of sabotage but squares himself by trapping the
real culprit. Richard Arlen, Virginia Grey, Johnny Arthur. Director, Howard
Bretherton. (F)
May

7, '37.

(745).

Lloyds of London (115) — Historical drama.
Story
of Great Britain in the 1700*3 during the days
of Napoleon and Lord Nelson which saw the
birth of the internationally famous “Lloyds of
London.”
Tyrone
Power,
Madeleine
Carroll,
Freddie Bartholomew.
Director, Henry
King.
(P).

Jan.

29, '37.

26, '37.

(F).

Feb.

19, '37.

Laughing
Married

:: May

15, 1937,

Senor — Richard
Lady — Gloria

One Mile
Whalen.

From

Del

Ruth.

(F).

Feb.

12, '37.

(732).

One in a Million (95) — Musical romance.
A group
of entertainers having
trouble finding work
come upon a girl skater and help her win Olympic fame. Sonja Henie, Adolphe Menjou, Jean
Hersholt, Ned Sparks, Ritz Bros., Don Ameche.
Director,
(722).
Secret

Sidney

Lanfield.

(F).

Jan.

1,

*37.

Valley (58) — Western. While
seeking refuge from her gangster husband, a girl meets
falls in love with a rancher. When
her

and

huband's gang seeks to capture her, a battle
ensues, leaving her free to marry the man
she
loves. Virginia Grey, Richard Arlen, Jack Mulhall. Director, Howard
Bretherton. (F). Jan.
15. ’37. ((731).
Seventh Heaven (100) — Love drama.
A little girl
of the Paris pavements
manages
to shut out
the sordid life about her and make a new world
through her love for a man.
Simone
Simon,
James Stewart, Jean Hersholt. Director, Henry
King.
Step

(F).

Mar.

26. '37.
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TITLE
Armored

he

Jeeves (70) — Comedy.
A pair
successful swindlers try to convince a
is a scion of nobility in order

him
as a
“front” for their
Treacher, Patricia Ellis, Robert
Forde.

(F).

April

of unbutler
to use

game.
Arthur
Kent. Director,

9. ’37.

(747).

'That I May Live (70) — Drama.
An ex-convict, on
the comback
trail, is arrested for another's
crime. Escaping and befriended by a peddler
and a girl, he is persuaded to confess, and aids
in tracking the real culprits. Rochelle ITudson, Robert Kent, J. Edward
Bromberg.
(F).
April 30. ’37. (755).
This Is My Affair (..) — Semi-biographic drama.
A
young naval officer risks his life and love
for a girl on order of President McKinley to
break up a gang terrorizing the midwest. Robert Taylor, Barbara Stanwyck, Victor McLaglen..
Director, Wm.
Seiter. (F). May 28, ’37. (721).
Time Out for Romance
(72) — Comedy
melodrama.
The young driver of a motor cavalcade and a
girl running away from a loveless marriage in
search of romance
fall victims to an odd assortment of events. Claire Trevor, Michael Whalen, Joan Davis. Director, Malcolm
St. Clair.
(F).

Mar.

19, ’37.

(742).

Wake
Up and Live (89) — Musical comedy.
A feud
between a columnist and a night club operator
over the identity of a
“phantom
troubadour”
winds up with everybody in harmony.
Walter
Wincheil, Ben Bernie, Alice Faye, Patsy Kelly,
Jack
Haley.
Director, Sidney Lanfield. (F).
April 23, ’37. (749).
Wings of the Morning (87) — Romantic drama. The
granddaughter of a gypsy woman
who had married a nobleman falls in love with a man
who
trains her horse to win the Derby although the
victory might have been his. Henry
Fonda.
Leslie

Banks,

Annabella.

Director,

Harold

Schu-

ster. In Technicolor. (F). Feb. 19, '37. (737).
Woman
Wise (70) — Action drama.
A sports writer
anxious to aid penniless ex-fighters runs afoul
of an unscrupulous pair of promoters but is
vindicated in the end. Rochelle Hudson, Michael
Whalen, Thomas
Beck. Director, Allan Dwan.
(F).

Jan.
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(733).
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United
Accused
murder

Artists

(86) — Mystery drama.
The key to the
of a revue star, the guilt of which points

to a girl dancer, is unearthed by
husband-partner. Douglas Fairbanks
Del

Rio, Basil Sydney. Director,
land. (F). Jan. 8. '7. (326).

the latter’s
jr., Dolores

Thornton

Dreaming Lips (78) — Drama.
Tlie emotional
brought on the wife of a violinist who

Freecrisis
falls

in love with her husband’s best friend drives her
to suicide. Elisabeth Bergner. Raymond
Massey, Romney Brent. Director, Paul Czinner. (A).
May 28. '37.
Elephant Boy
(100) — Jungle drama.
The
Rudyard Kipling story of a native boy, descendant
of elephant riders, who
is acclaimed a
great
hunter after overcoming many
hazards. Native
cast. Directors, Robert Flaherty and
Zoitan
Korda.

(F).

April

23, '33.

Fire Over England
(84) — Historical drama, with
early England
as the background, combining
'37. fancy that depict the events that led
fact and
to the
Leslie

destruction of the Spanish Armada. Florence Robson, Laurence
Olivier, Vivien Leigh,
Banks.
Director, William K. Howard.

(F). Mar. 5, '37.
History Is Made
at Night (95) — Drama.
An insanely jealous shipping magnate, about to be
divorced, accidentally causes a ' murder
by attempting to compromise
his wife to stop her
plans. The incident brings her together with
a Parisian with whom
she falls in love. Their
problems are eventually solved by the
suicide. Charles Boyer, Jean Arthur,
rillo. Director, Frank Borzage. (F).

husband’s
Leo CarMarch 5,

Knight Without Armor
(..) — Drama.
An English
spy and a Russian countess in love are made
enemies through the revolution, but through
dangerous intrigue are reunited and escape to
safety. Marlene Dietrich, Robert Donat, Irene
Vanbrugh.
Director, Jacques Feyder. (F). May
1, '37.
Love From
a vStranger (87) — Drama.
After marrying a charming stranger she met casually, a
young woman
learns he is going to murder her
but cleverly outwits him.
Ann Harding, Basil
Rathbone, Binnie Hale. Director, Rowland
V.
Lee. (A). May 14, ’37.
Love ill a Bungalow
(..) — Romantic
hostess for a model house and an

comedy.
A
unemployed

drifter meet, win a
“happiest couple’ contest
prize, but have to confess the hoax when called
upon to prove their story. Nan Grey, Kent Taylor, Dorthea Kent. Director, Ray McCarey. (F).
June
Man

20, '37.

Wlio

Could

Work

Miracles,

The

(82) — Fan-

tasy with comedy.
An English dry-goods salesman becomes endowed with the power to suspend or alter the laws of nature and he uses It
to bring about some fantastic transformations.
Roland Young, Joan Gardner, Ralph Richardson. Director, Lothar Mendes. (F). Feb. 19, *37.
Men
Are Not Gods
(82) — Drama.
Sympathetic
secretary of a drama
critic alters one of his
unfavorable reviews at the request of the star's
wife. She later meets and falls in love with the
actor but renounces him for the sake of the
unhappy
wife.
Shaw,
Gertrude

Miriam
Hopkins,
Sebastian
Lawrence.
Director, Walter

Reisch. (F). Jan. 22, '37.
Star Is Born, A (141) — -Drama.
A story of Hollywood; the rising of one star and the setting of
another, who
are husband and wife. Fredric

RELEASES;

Holiday — Jane

Michael

Heaven — Claire

(742).

Lively,

that

Arlen.

Stuart,

(736).

the Avenue (89) — Musical comedy. A blue blood
girl and her family decide to buy a show in
order to halt being ridiculed by its star, who
subsequently saves the girl from a bad marriage
and takes her for himself. Dick Powell, Madeleine Carroll, Alice Fay, Ritz Bros. Director, Roy

(735),

Love Is News (78) — Comedy
romance.
A rich girl
outlies the newspaper men and fortune hunters
that have hounded her for years when
it becomes necessary to assure her own
romantic
bliss. Tyrone Power, Loretta Young, Don Ame-

BOXOFFICE

Feb.

On

Eugene

(727).

Fair

the

(F).

to the Races (57) — Comedy.
A typical American family’s adventures at a county fair, with a
relative’s racing horse and his brat daughter
complicating matters. Jed Prouty, Slim Summerville, Spring Byington. Director, Frank
R.

It (96) — Dramatization of the Shakespearean classic dealing with Rosalind, whose
romance with Orlando forms the main thread of
the farcical plot. Elisabeth Bergner, Laurence
Olivier. Director, Paul Czinner. (F). Jan. 8,
'37. (711).

stone.

Garnett.

Off

Like

Griffith.

T'2atutQ6

RELEASES

Nancy Steele Is Missing (84) — Drama of a man
who
becomes an innocent victim of the law’s persecution but who redeems himself in time to stop
committing a crime. Victor McLaglen, Walter
Connolly, Peter Lorre. Director, George Marshall. (F). Mar. 12, '37. (738).

20th Century-Fox
As

CURRENT

(729).
Midnight Taxi (72) — Action drama. A government
agent permits his colleagues to beat and shoot
him in order to convince a gang of counterfeiters he is one of them, thus paving the way
for their end. Brian Donlevy, Frances Drake,
Alan
Dinehart. Director, Eugene
Ford.
(F).
April 2, '37. (744),
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Woman
in

a

3Ian

(70) — Farce

comedy.

A

penni-

less girl architect interests a “screwy” old man
model suburb. His millionaire son finally

33

THE

grives up the necessary money when he sees the
girl, who also saves him from a pair of fortune
hunters. Joel McCrea, Miriam Hopkins, Charles
Winninger.
Director, John G. Blystone. (F).
May 7, ’37.
Vou Only Live Once (87) — Drama.
Although exonerated of the crime for which he was to be
electrocuted, an
escaping convict commits
a
murder and while seeking refuge with his wife
brings death to them both. Sylvia Sidney, Henry
Fonda. Barton MacLane.
Director, Fritz Dang.
(F).

Jan.

29, ’37.
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c’romwell, John King.
Director, James Whale,
(F). May 30. ’37. (1005).
Sanciflow (58) — Western.
A sheriff’s deputy goes
through some terrifying experiences to clear his
lirother, who has been wrongly accused of a murder. Buck Jones, Lita Chevret, Bob Kortman.
Director
(1044).

Leslev

Selander.

(F).

Feb.

14.

’37.

She’s

Dangerous (69) — Action drama.
A girl insurance detective, sentenced to die on circumstantial evidence, is cleared when
her accuser
exonerates her on a ruse employed by a friend.
Tala Birell, Cesar Romero. Walter Pidgeon. Director. Lewis R. Foster. (F). Jan. 17. ’37. (1031),
Top of the Town
(83) — Comedy
romance
with
music.
A
very wealthy young lady, slightly
balmy, attempts to effect an artistic uplift of
night club entertainment, causing all sorts of
complications. Doris Nolan, George
Murphy,
Hugh
Herbert. Director, Ralph Murphy.
(F).
Apr. 18, ’37. (1007).
We Have Our Moments

(66) — Comedy

drama.

The

misadventures
of a
school "marm”
touring
Europe to resolve her romantic difficulties are
straightened out by a
detective who
befriends
her — for life. Sally Eilers, James Dunn. David
Niven.
Director, Alfred Werker. (F). Mar. 28,
•37.
(1017).

Bennett.

CHANGE:

ON

CURRENT

the-world flight to apprehend a murderer. Glenda
Farrell, Barton MacLane, Gordon Oliver. Director, Frank MacDonald.
(F). June 19. 537.
God’s

Country and the W^oman
(84) — Action drama. The brother of a lumber baron becomes
manager of a rival camp operated by a woman
and when his identity is revealed overcomes the

woman’s suspicions that he Is trying to trick her.
George Brent, Beverly Roberts. Robert Barrat.
Director. William Keighley. (F). Jan. 16, ’37
Go
(better. The
(92) — Romantic
comedy-drama.
Despite the enmity engendered by a
jealous
boss and some dangerous assignments, a crippled ex-sailor wins his superior’s admiration,
daughter and
managership
in a
huge
firm.
George Brent, Anita Louise. Charles Winninger.
Director. Busby Berkeley. (F). May
22. ’37.
Great O’Malley, The (71) — Melodrama.
The sin
cere efforts of a patrolman who lived up to the
letter of the law — but lacked the human, sympathetic touch which make a policeman a friend
not a dictator.
Ann Sheridan.

I'lianged

to

FAREWELL

AGAIN.

When
Love Is Young
(65) — Romantic drama.
A
college girl wdth a “crush" on the class president but treated with discourtesy by her classmates clicks as a
Broadway
star. On a
re-

Universal
.As (.iood as .Married (81) — Romantic drama.
An
Infatuated secretary marries her philandering
boss. Memories of his past come
up, shattering her illusions and causing her to walk out.
This

causes

Pidgeon.
9. ’37.

him to reform, and brings a reconciliation. John Boles, Doris Nolan. Walter
Director, Edward
Buzzell. (F). May

(F) Jan. 31. '37. (733)
California Straight Ahead (05) — Action drama. The
rivalry among
railroad, trucking and romantic
interests brings near-chaos, but winds up with
victory to the energetic bus driver and his girl.
John Wayne.
Louise Latimer, Robert McWade.
Director, Arthur Lunin. (F). April 11, ’37. (1030).
Four Days Wonder
(60) — Mystery comedy. When
a girl hiding out an innocent suspect of murder, hears someone else is accused, she clears
friend. Jeanne Dante, Alan Mowbray, Martha Sleeper. Director, Sidney Salkow. (F). Jan.

3. ’37.

(1019).

Girl Overboard
(58) — Drama.
A
girl is accused
of the murder of her employer, from whose unwelcome attentions she was fleeing. Although
harbored by the district attorney, who has fallen
in love with her, she appears at the trial to
prove

her innocence. Gloria Stuart, Walter
geon. Hobart Cavanaugh.
Director, Sidney

PidSal-

kow. (A). Feb. 28. '37. (1021).
T.eft-Hiiiided Law
(03)^ — -Western. With the law
helpless in the face of a thieving band of outlaws. an agent takes the assignment to clean
it up, which he does, besides acquiring a wife.
Buck Jones, Betty Golden, Sam
Logan.
DirecLet

tor. Lesley Selander. (F). April 18, '37. (1015).
Them
Live (formerly The Stones Cry Out)

(72) — Drama. A young interne gives up his profession to convert the crooked politician responsible for death-trap tenements and improperly equipped hospitals. John
Howard.
Nan
Grey, Judith Barrett. Director, Harold Young.
(F). May 2. '37. (1035).
Mighty Treve, The (65) — Drama.
A shepherd dog
puppy
and his young
master survive various
hardships until the animal, befriended by all.
wins an array of prizes. Mistaken for a sheep
killer and about to be killed, he is saved and
becomes a hero. Noah Beery jr., Barbara Read,
Samuel
S, Hinds. Director, Lew
Collins. (F).
Jan.

3. '37.

(1034).

Night Key (07) — Mystery drama. Former partners
in a
bank
protective business become
rivals,
causing a series of thefts about to ruin both,
until the daughter of one steps in. patches things
up, and acquires a husband. Boris Karloff, Jean
Rogers. Warren Hull. Director, Lloyd Corrigan.
(F). April 25, *37. (1024).
Oh, Doctor (67) — Comedy.
A
hypochondriac is
saved from giving away a fortune to a confidence gang by the girl the gang hires to see
that no harm
befalls him until the money
is
collected. Edward
Everett Horton. Eve Arden.
Williams Hall.
Director, Ray
McCarey.
(F).
May 23, *37. (1013).
Uoad
Back, The
(..) — Drama.
Sequal to “All
Quiet on the Western Front,” this tells of the
i^ost war peiiod as it affects the lives of a company of German
soldiers. Larry Blake, Richard

34

(1018). nan. Director, Hal

Mohr.

(F).

April

4.

’37.

Wings
Over
Honolulu
(..) — Romantic
drama.
When
a former suitor attempts to interfere with
a
whirlwind marriage, causing injury to the
husband’s

(1012).

Breezing Home
(64) — Action drama.
A night club
singer redeems herself and the horse given her
by a crooked bookmaker
after much incriminating evidence points to a frameup in the big race,
which the horse wins. William Gargan, Wendy
Barrie. Binnie Barnes. Director. Milton Carruth.

her

turn visit she sees through her “crush” and
instead marries the man
that made
her famous. Virginia Bruce, Kent Taylor, Walter Bren-

naval

career,

the

wjfe

cancels

a

planned elopement
and
saves her husband’s
reputation. Wendy
Barrie. Ray
Milland, William Gargan. Director, H. C. Potter. (F). May
16. ’37. (1011).
Wildcatter, Tlie (..) — Action drama.
An oil field
wildcatter, working
for a
“shady”
operator,
meets with opposition from his former friends
hut squares himself by exposing his employer's
nefarious schemes.
Scott Colton, Jean Rogers,
Jack Smart.
Director, Lewis D. Collins. (F).
June

13.

’37.
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Horton.

Director,

Mervyn

Le-

Melton.

Patricia

Ellis.

Fred

Keating.

Di-

rector. Louis King. (F). May 1, '37.
Midnight Court (63) — Drama.
A
former district
attorney turns in some brilliant defenses for a

Frank McDonald.
(F). Mar. 6. ’37.
Ready, Willing and Able (87) — Musical. A
producer signs a vaudeville player thinking she’s
an English star. His backers withdraw
their
support upon learning this but the producer
steps into the lead and makes
a
hit. Rub>
Keeler. Lee Dixon, Allen Jenkins. Director, Raj
Enright. (F). Mar. 6, ’37.
.Slim (..) — Drama.
The hazards experienced during the life of adventure surrounding two men
working as high tension electrical linemen. Pat
O’Brien, Henry Fonda. Margaret Lindsay. Dli-ector, Ray Enright. (F). June 12. '37.
Smart Blonde (58) — Action drama.
A
detective
and a girl newspaper reporter get together to
solve the series of murders coincident with the
sale of a
Macl..ane,

to MIGHTIER

Bros.

20. "37.Legion
Black
(83) — Action drama.
A
factory
worker is persuaded to join an organization to
fight invasion of American rights by foreigners.
doing so he kills his best friend. In defending himself he reveals the true identity of the

“Legion,” causing its demise. Humphrey
Bogart,
Dick Foran, Erin O’Brien-Moore. Director, Archie
Mayo.
(F). Jan. 30. ’37.
Bla/iiig Sixes (..) — Western. A government agent
poses as a holdup man
to win the confidence
of a gang of gold robbers, then wipes them out.
Dick Foran, Helen Valkis, Mira McKinney.
Director, Noel Smith. (F). June 12, ’37.
Call It a Day (89) — Comedy
drama.
The effects
of the first day of spring on a family brings a
series of amorous misadventures, but winds up
with each member
brought closer together by
the events. Ian Hunter. Frieda Inescort, Olivia
de Havilland. Director, Archie Mayo. (F). April
Baby (..) — Action
porter and a police official

Bogart.

Mar. 13, ’37
IMelody for Two
(60) — Musical comedy-drama.
A
battle of wits, love, temper and pride between
a
band leader and his girl singer introduces
tlie origin of swing music and seals a romance.

night club. Glenda Farrell, Barton
Winifred
Shaw.
Director, Frank
(F).

COMING
Angle
China

Jan.

2, '37.

drama.
A girl reengage in a round-

Deep

Charlie
Soutli,

Empty
Ever

RELEASES:

Shocder — Joan Blondell and Pat
Bandit— Boris Karloff, Beverly

Dance

17. ’37.
Ely-Away

Humphrey

BOUND

Amdher
Dauii (70) — • Social drama.
A woman,
thinking she is througli with love, marries a man
she respects, goes with him to Arabia, and there
finds real love. Kay Francis, Errol Flynn, Ian
Hunter. Director. William Dieteiie. (F). June

In

Davis.

Roy. (F). Mar. 27. ’37.
Land
Beyond
the Law
(54) — Western.
A
cowboy who loves excitement joins a gang of cattle
rustlers, but when
his father is shot by the
gang he turns to the side of the law and helps
destroy the outlaws. Dick Foran, Linda Perry,
Wayne
Morris. Director, B. Reeves Eason. (P)

McDonald.
West Coast
LIMITED.

Bette

rector, Michael Curtiz. (F). May 29. '37.
King and the Chorus Girl, The (93) — Romance
with
music. A king, on a drunken holiday, becomes
enamored of a chorus girl. His court hires her
to enter upon a professional romance, but love
finds its way. Fernand Gravet. Joan Blondell.

gang of criminals engaged in the car-stealing
racket in order to get the “goods” on them,
this resulting in the smashing of the ring. Ann
Dvorak, John Intel, Carlyle Moore jr. Director,

RELEASES:

ill Blue,

Smoke

Pat O’Brien. Humphrey
Bogart
Director. William Dleterle. (P)

Feb. 13. '37.
Kid Galahad (..) — Story of the political intrigue
and racketeering that the public has begun to
associate with the prize ring business. Edward
G.

Troopship,

RELEASES

Dance — Stuart

The — Gloria

Holsters — Dick
Since

Foran,

Eve — Marlon

Footloose

Heiress — Craig

Invitation

to

Lady

the

kins.
Perfect

That

Specimen,

Express

Singing

TITLE
War
Lor<l,
FANG.
Rollins of
ROAD.

Reynolds,

Tlie — Errol

Walthall.

Ann

Sheridan

Churchill.
Slieridan.

Mary

Flynn,

Foran,

The — Dick

Woman

Ann

McHugh,

Rider — Dick

Marine,

Certain

Patricia

Muir.

Rains.

Davies.

MacLane,

Girl — Frank

Jean

Claude

Murder — Marguerite

laick — Barton

Marry

Pony

a

Erwin,

Dixon.

O’Brien.
Roberts.

Boland.

Miriam

Linda

Hop-

Perry

Powell,

Doris

Weston

Davis,

Henry

Fonda.

— Bette

CHANGES:
changed
the

to

Mounted,

THE

ADVENTURES

changed
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Alphabetical

Index

oF Feature

Releases

Deaigrned as a Time-Saving Guide for Exhibitors Who Knovr the Title of a Picture, but Do Not Know
the Producer or Distributor. All
Pictures Listed Here Appear in the PRODUCTION
INDEX
in Alphabetical Order Under the Proper Company Headings. Date Followlns
Title is Issue in Which the Picture Was Reviewed.

A
Absent AVithout
Accused (UA)

Leave
1-16

Four Da.vs’ Wonder
Frame-Up
(Col)

Adventures of Fang- (FN)
Affairs of Cai)p.v Ricks (Rep)
Alias Blackie Burke (GN)
Angel (Para)
Angel's Holiday (20tli-Fox)
Angle Shooter (WB)
Another Dawn
(WB)
4-17
Arizona Days (GN) 2-6
Army
Girl (Rep)
Artists and Models (Para)
As Good as Married (Univ)
As You Like It f20th-Fox)
Awful Truth, The (Col)

Gaml>ling
Gangwa.v

5-8

5-1
12-12

Terror,
(GB)

The

tiold
Gone

Great

I Met

Him

in

Paris

Happen
Out

to

West

1-2

Day at the Races, A
(M-G-M)
Death Takes a Cruise (GN)
Deep South, The (WB)
Devil Is Driving. The (Col)

to College

of 1937

1-

E

l^aw

Hero

Pagliacei

Perfect

Life liegiiis With Itove (<’ol)
IJghtnin* Crandall (Rep)
Tvittle Buckaroo, The (FN)

(GN)

Is News (20th-Fox)
Takes Flight (GN)

Maid
Make

of Salem (Para) 1-30
Way for Tomorrow
(Para)

4-10

15, 1937.

12-12

Love
Love

Off

3-27

(FN)

4-17

M
5-1

(Para)
3-13

Two

JVise

2-6

Maids

(Rep)

V

Jeans Makes Trouble (Col)
J ivaeions Lad.i (RKO)
Jogues of 1938 (UA)

w
JVaikiki

3-20

JVedding

Iji and

(Para)

I.ive

4-3

(2nth-Fox)

1-21

May
Out M'e.st (M-G-M)
12-26
M’e Have Our Moments
(Univ) 4-3
Me Who Are About to Die (RKO)
2-13
M'ee AVillie M’inkie (20th-Fox)
Me’re
on
tile
.lury
(RKO)
1-23
M’estbound Mail (Col)

(RKO)
4-3

Ready, Willing and Able (WB)
2-13
Reekless Ran.ger (Col)
Rhythm
in My Heart (Rep)
(Rep) of the Whistling Skull, Tlie
Riders

When’s Your Birthday? (RKO)
2-20
M'hen Love is Young (Univ) 4-3
M’hen You’re in I.ove (Col) 2-27
Mhite
M’hite

Bondage
Heat (Col)(WB)

4-3

Riding on Air (RKO)
River of Unrest (GB)
Road Baek, The (Univ)

Mild

Roaring 'rimber (Col)
Romance
and Riches (GN)
Ro<jtin’ Tootin' Rhythm
(Rep)
Round-Up Time in Texas (Rep)

Mings of the Morning (2nth-Fox)
Wings Over Ilonolulii (Univ)
M’ith Kind Regards (Col)
M’oman Chases Man
(PlA)

Sandflow

(Univ)

M'ildeafter,

S

Saratogr. ( M-G-M )
Scotland Yard Commands
Sea Devils (RKO)

2-27

tile iMoon

Hours
Leave (Col)
(GN)
Gun
Law
Who
Dared (GN)

i nder the Bed Robe (20th-Fox)
Utah Trail (2n(h-Fox)

R

(Col)

in Morocco (Col) 3-13
in Texas (GN)
Outlaw, The (Rep)

23%
Two
Two

Make

2-27

(Rep)

1-30

(WB)

Racketeers in Exile (Col)
Range Defenders (Rep)

Idoyds of London
(20th-Fox)
l.ost Horizon (Col) 3-6
l..ove From a Stranger (UA)
I.ove in a Bungalow
(Univ)

Man.v Wives (RKO)
4-17
of the Town
(XTniv) 4-10

Q
Lady

2-13

u

The

(RKO)

(WB)

Man’s Here Again (FN) 4-3
Gave Him a Gun (M-G-M)
Wanted
to Marry (RKO)
1-2
I May I.ive (2ntIi-Fox) 3-13
Goes iMy Girl (RKO)

Trouble
Trouble
Trusted

Pick a Star (M-G-M)
4-24
Plough and the Stars, The (RKO)
1-2
Pony Express Rider, The (WB)
Portia on Trial (Rep)

Street

3-20

T

(FN)

Personal Property (M-G-M)
Photo Finish (GN)

(Juality

liet Them
Live (Univ) 5-S
Let’s Get Married (Col) 4-3

F

Too
Top

3-20

Prince
Pauper,
Prisonerand<)f the
Zenda
(UA) The

(WB)

(FN)

Texas C.velone (Col)
That fiertain MOman

Turn

(RKO)

Scout

Trail of Vengeance
Topper (M-G-M)
Trapped
(Col)

(UA)

3-

(Para)

Time Out tor Romance
(2flth-Fox)
Toast of New York (RKO)

(Col)

Specimen.

I.ow

Things Began to Happen
(Para)
riiirteenth Chair, The (M-G-M)
This Is My Affair (20th-Fox)
Tills M’a.v, Please (Para)
Thunder in the City (Col)

o
a

Swing

Talk of the Devil (GB)
Taxi Mar (Col)
Tenth Man, The (GB)

That
They
They
That
There

Gff to the Races (2nth-Fox) 1-9
Oh, Doctor (Univ) 5-8
On
Avenue (FN)
(20th-Fox) 2-13
Oncethe
a Doctor

Parnell (M-G-M)
Penrod and Sam

I>aiighing vSenor (20th-Fox)
I.aw of the Ranger (Col)
T..engue of Frightened Men
T.eft Handed
Law
(Univ)

Emperor’s Candlesticks (M-G-M)
Empty Roisters (WB)
Bver.vhody Dance (GB)
Espionage (M-G-M)
3-13
Ever Since Eve (WB)
Exclusive (Para)

(RKO)

Park Avenue Logger
Parole Racket (Col)

(20th-Fox)

lyarceny on the Air (Rep) 1-23
I^ast of Mrs. Cheyney (M-G-M)
Last Train From Madrid (Para)

Easy Going (RKO)
Easy Living (Para)
Elephant Boy (UA)

3-20

Nol)ody’s Baby (M-G-M)
2-6
Non-Stop New
York (GB)
North of tile lUo Grande (Para)

Racing

Link (AVB)
Beyond the

(20th-Fox)

Paradise Fxpress (Rep)
Park Avenue Dame
(Col)

(Re)')

L
Lady
T.<and

High,

3-6

P

King and the Chorus Girl, The (WB)
King of the Gamblers (Para) 4-24
King Solomon's Mines (GB)
Knight Witliout Armor
(UA)

1-30

(Para)

One hi a Million (20th-Fox) 12-26
One Mile From Heaven (20th-Fox)
Oiiteast (Para) 2-6
Outcasts of Poker Flat (RKO)
3-27

K

(Col) 2-20
(Rep)

Swing

4-3

(FN)

Ke.v (Univ) 5-1
iMust Fall (M-G-M)
5-1
of M.vstery, A (Para)

Kid Galaliad (WB)
Killers of Uie Sea (GN)

(Para)
(Col)

May

Faces

Night
Night
Niglit

Once

,Iim Hanve.y, Detective (Rep) 3-27
.lohn Meade’s Woman
(Para) 2-20
Join the Marines (Rep) 1-9
■Jones Family in Big Business, The
( 20th-Fox)
Juggernaut (GN)

1-30

Goes

1-16

Taleni

J
5-1

(Rep)

N

(Para)

Yon

3-6

Nanry Steele Is Missing
(Rep) 4-10
Nav.v Blues
Sp.v (GN)

I Promise to Pa.y (Col) 5-8
I Will Be Faithful (20th-Fox)
Internes Can’t Take Money (Para)
Invitation to a Murder (WB)
Isle of I.ost Men (Rep)
It Could

O’Halloran

12-12

I

D

BOXOFFICE

Spy of Napoleon (GN)
Star Is Born (UA) 5-1
Step Lively, Jeeves (20th-Fox)
Stolen Holida.v (FN)
Super Sleuth (KKO)
Sweethearts of the Navy
(GN)
Swift Lightning (Rep)

Murder

Holl.s'wood Cou'ho.v (RKO)
Holy Terror, The (20th-Fox)
Hotel Ha.vwire (Para)

It Happened

Fair Warning
(2 0th -Fox)
Family Affair, A (M-G-M)
3-27
Fifty Roads to Town
(20th-Fox)
Firefly, The (M-G-M)
Fire Over England (UA) 1-16
F1.V Away
Baby (WB)
Forever Yours (GN)

Michael

(20th-Fox)

H

China Passage (RKO)
3-6
Cirens Girl (Rep) 2-27
Clarence (Para) 2-27
Coins for Candles (GB)
Come on Cowboyii (Rep)
Craokup (20th-Fox) 12-19
Crime Nobod.v Saw, The (Para)
Criminal Lawyer (RKO)
Criminals of the Air (Col)

Don’t Tell the Wife (RKO)
Doomed
at Sundown
(Rep)
Double or Nothing (Para)
Draegerman
Courage (FN)
Dreaming Lips (UA)
D.vnamite (GN)

Song of
of the
tlie Sea
City(Para)
(M-G-M)
Souls
Sound of Your Voice (Col)
Speed to Spare (Col)

New

Champagme
Waltz (Para) 1-2
Charlie Chan at the Ol.vmpics (20thFox) 4-10
Charlie Chan at the Opera (20th-Fox)
China Bandit (WB)

Dance, Charlie, Dance (WB)
Dangerous Holiday (Rep)
Dangerous Number
(M-G-M)
Dangerous Pleasure (Rep)
Dark Journey (UA)

Ma.vtime (M-G-M)
3 13
Melody for Two
(WB)
1-16
IVIen Are Not Gods (UA) 4-3
Men
in Exile (FN)

(FN)

Mountain .Justice (FN)
Mountain Music (Para)
Mr. Dodds Takes tile Air

Head Over Heels in Love (GB) 2-27
Her Husband
Lies (Para) 3-27
Her Husband’s Secretary (FN) 3-13
High, Wide and Handsome
(Para)
Hills of Old Wyoming
(Para) 4-24
History Is Made at Night (UA) 3-20
Hit Parade, The (Rep) 4-10
Hit the Saddle (Rep)
Hiitin’ the Trail (GN)

10-17

Slave
Small Ship
Town (20th-Fox)
Boy (GN)
Smart Blonde (WB)
11-28
Smoke
Tree Range (Univ)
Soldier and the I.ady, The (RKO)
Something to Sing About (GN)

Woman

Midnight Taxi (20th-Fox)
Mighty Treve, The (Univ)
Missus America (RKO)
Motor Mad
(Col)

(Rep)

4-17

Happy
(20th-Fox)
Sing (GN)

Sing Me a Love Song (FN)
Singing Marine, The (WB)

3-13

IMidnighf Court (WB)
1-30
Midniglit Madonna
(Para)

(Para)

Mystery

Great O’Malle.v, The (WB)
Green Eight (FN)
Gun Lords of Stirrup Basin
Gun Smoke Range (Rep)
Guns in the Dark (Rep)

Cafe Metropole (2flth-Fox)
California Straight Ahead (Univ) 4-10
Call It a Day (WB)
3-20
Camille (M-G-M)
12-26
Captains Courageous (M-G-M)
12-26
Case of the Stuttering Bishop, The ( FN )

Facts

4-17
(FN)

Racket, 'I’he (GN) 5-1
With the Wind (UA)

Hospital

(RKO)

Sing and Be
Sing, Cowboy,

(Col)

(GB)

Married Lad.v (20th-Fox)
Marr.v the Girl (WB)

Marked

Can.'s on (GN)
Gambini, The

Himself

Showdown

Silent Barriers
Slim (WB)

Marie Walewska
(M-G-M)
Marked Mone.v (GN)

(Rep)

Good Earth, The (M-G-M)
2-13
Good Old Soak (M-G-M)
4-21
Government
Agent (GN)
Grand
Great

2-6

of the People (M-G-M)
1-30
in Blue, The (Univ)
Who Could Work Miracles, The

(UA)
Man
Who 3-27
Found

Git Along I.ittle Dogies (Rep)
God’s Country and the Woman
12-26
Go-Getter, Tlie (WB)
5-8

c

the

Man
Man
Man

Girl Uoves Boy (GN) 3-27
Girl Overboard (Univ) 3-13
Girl Said No, The (GN)

Breezing Home
(Univ) 2-13
Broadway
Melody of 1937 (M-G-M)
Bulldog Drummond
Escapes (Para)
1-23

Face

(Univ)

General Hospital (M-G-M)
Gentleman From Kimberley, The (FN)
Girls Can Play (Col)
Girl From Scotland Yard, The (Para)

B

Doctor’s Diary, A
Dodge City Trail

Mama
Steps Out (M-G-M)
■Man of Affairs (GB) 2-13

G

Bachelor Girl (Rep)
Backstage (GB)
Behind the Headlines (RKO)
Behold, the Bridegroom
(RKO)
Bill Cracks Down
(Rep)
Black Legion (WB)
1-9
Blazing Sixes (WB)
Bold Caballero, The (Rep) 12-12
Boots of Destiny (GN)
Border Cafe (RKO)
Borderland (Para)

Devil's Playground
Dishonorable Lady

Shooting

P’orlorn River (Para)
Footloose Heiress (WB)

(Col)

(GN)

Mone.i'

The

(Univ)

(Para)

Moman
M'oman

I I.oie, Tlie (RKOi
in
Distress (Col)

Momen
Moman

of Glamour (Col)
Mise (20th-Fox)

5-1

2-20

3-20

Y

Secret Valley (20th-Fox) 1-2
Seventh Heaven (20th-Fox) 4-3
Shadow, The (GN)

Yon
You

Shall Wv Dance
She Had to Eat
She’s Dangerous

You’ll Be Married by Noon (M-G-M)
You Only Live Once (UA) 2-6
Aoii’re in the Army Now (GB)

(RKO)
5-8
(20th-Fox)
(Univ) 1-23

2-6

Can’t Beal
Can’t Buy

Love (RKO)
Luck (RKO)

35

of

Columbia
ANDY

CIADE

Howard. March 26. ’37.
COLOR
RHAPSODY
Foxy Pup
(9) — An
adventuresome
ernulate his father’s fox hunting

pup seeks to
triumphs but

loses out. May 14, ’37.
Let’s Go (9) — The industrious bees set an example
for the grasshoppers by showing them how to
their

village.

April

8, ’37.

a couple of departMerry Manikins (8) — When
are pierced by cupid's bow.
ment store dummies
the merchandise in the store comes to life and
Mar. 19, ’37.
prepares a surprise wedding.
Mother
Hen’s Holiday
(8) — After working
her
feathers off for her brood of mischievous chicks,
the youngsters reward
May 9. ’37.
COLUMBIA
TOURS

on

her

Mother’s

Day.

the West Was Young (10) — A picture of the
When
in
dead city of Tombstone, Ariz., and scenes
\vere
people who
Hill cemetery where
Boot
buried.
lynched, or died with their boots on are
March 5, ’37.
COMMUNITY

SING

and
No. 2 (10) — Wendeli Hall. Jones and Hare,
in
little Jolly persuade the audience to join
songs such as ’'Let’s All Sing Like the Birdies
Sing,” etc. Feb. 19, ’37.
RELATIONS
OF HUMAN
COURT

her
Wedding Deal, The (10)— Young girl persuades
wealthy father to finance a poor boy through
he
realizes
he
doctor,
a
as
g
college. Graduatin
doesn't love the girl but feels obligated to marry
Libaire.
Dorothy
,
Kirkland
Alexander
her.
Feb. 26, ’37.
FEATURETTES

story of Mark
in the Skies (10)— The
first
Twain who was born when Halley’s Comet
John
A
returned.
it
when
died
appeared and
’37.
2,
April
story.
Seems”
Hix "Strange As It
KRAZY
KAT

Herald

I.yin’ Hunter, The (7)— Krazy and his two little
impress
nephews visit the zoo where he tries to
and
the Kittens until a ferocious tiger escapes
he runs away. Feb. 12, ’37.
NEAVS

AVORLD

OF

SPORTS

shots of major
Fit to AA’in (9) — Training camp
sports. May 7. ’37.
of horses
education
the
Following
Fleet Hoofs (9) —
from colts to full-grown animals when they are
ready to take part in polo matches, harness
races and turf races. Mar. 5, ’37.
Fun in the AA’ater (10) — A variety of water scenes,
and fancy swimdiving, racing, water games
ming. March 28, ’37.
series of
a
I-egs (10) — Scenes from
Scrambled
wrestling bouts that unexpectedly turn into gerns
Don Seymour, radio announcer, is
of comedy.
the narrator. Feb. 22. ’37.
St R.VPPY
CARTOONS
Puttin’ Out the Kitten (7) — After Scrappy puts his
kitten out in the cold he dreams that the poor
thing is lonesome and cold and he finally takes
the cat back to bed with him. March 26. ’37.
Scrapirv’s Band Concert (7) — A kiddie band gives
a
classicai concert but Oopy
makes
lots of
noise

with

his

S< KEEN

SN

drums.

April

29, ’37.

APSHOTS

Series 16, No. 6 (10) — Buck Jones and some other
r.anch owners: shots of the Santa Monica Gun
Club; Clark Gable and others at the opening of
the new Plaza Theatre In Palm Springs. Feb.
19. ’37.
Series 16, No. 7 (9) — Stars visit the circus, the
crew races and an old-fashioned nickeiodeon at
Fred Stone’s home, dressed in Gay Nineties costumes. Dolores Del Rio, Joe Penner and Gladys
Swarthout among
the stars. March 23. ’37.
Series 16, No. 8 (10) — Scenes at the Palm Springs
Racquet Club and at the annual awards banquet

36

Academy

,SPE(

Stuck in tlic Sticks (18) — Andy, the general store
proprietor, and Si Ruggles, newspaper editor of
Mooneyville, are bitter rivals for the affections
of Ivy Fiowers, who plays one against the other
until she outsmarts both. Andy Clyde, Esther

run

the

.Sciences.

COMEDIES

Aprii

of

Motion

Picture

I.VI. H.APPY

Uncle
THREE

and

(20) — Beautiful
possession of a
love. Narration

Don. April 23, ’37.
STOOGE
COMEDIES

14. ’37.
Dizzy
Doctors
(19) — The
Three
Stooges are
bounced out of their homes by irate wives but
immediately set out seliing a
new
medicine
known
as "Brighto” which finally lands them
In the hospital where
they use it on themselves. Mar. 19. ’37.
Dumb
Clucks (20) — The

Three

Stooges

set

out to prevent their father's marriage to a dizzy
blonde who beloings to a gang of blackmailers.
April 17, ’37.
TAAO REEL

COMEDIES

tirand Hooter, The (19) — After promising his wife
to renounce iodge meetings Charlie runs into a
brother member
at a summer
hotel and complications ensue. Charlie Chase, Nina Quartaro.
May News
7, ’37.(19) — Two
New
and butler in order

reporters hire out
to get a scoop on

as cook
wealthy

woman’s
engagement
to a foreign prince. Tom
Kennedy and Monty Collins. April 1, ’37.
Sailor .Alad (19) — Overstaying her permit as an
aiien in this country. Polly Moran sets out after
a husband, finally landing on a battleship where
the

saiiors have a hard time
orous advances. Feb. 12. 37.

escaping

her

am-

Super Snooju'r (20) — A police officer on the track
of express company
robbers is given unexpected
aid due to the stupidity of Oley, a restaurant
owner. El Brendel, Monty Collins.
A .A G.A BO N D T It .V A E I.E R

Feb.

25, ’37.

Belgium (9) — Tom
Terriss takes a camera tour to
Ostend with its picturesque fishing boats and
the war-torn
town
of Ypres where
millions
fought

during

the

world

war.

Dec.

25, ’36.

Educational
(l)istribiUed
GAGS

Tlirouffh

AND

20tli Century-Fox

Filins)

GADS

Comic
Artist’s Ilonie Fife 0 9 — Jefferson Machamer niairies a beautiful girl reporter in order
to get ideas for his weekly comic sheet. Jean
Christie.
Fun’s Fun
eternally
a

call

Dental
show

April 9, ’37.
(19) — Jefferson Machamer,
tired of
painting beautiful models, sends out

for “the world’s homeliest girl” who finally turns out to be his own fiancee in dis-

SONG

to

(10) — Young

keep

his

Pinky Lee, Harold
TEKKYTOON

dentist

patient’s

mind

Waldrldge.

puts

on

off

the

Feb.

26,

a floor
pain.
*37.

Dig (iame Hunt, The (9) — Farmer A1 Falfa goes
hunting in Africa where he lands in a cannibal’s stew pot but his Tarzan yell brings on a
friendly lion who saves him.
Feb. 19, ’37.
D(»ok Shop, The (9) — Puddy, the Pup, travels to
the land of books where many
of his favorite
characters come out and play with him until he
finds ’f was all a dream.
Feb. 5. ’37.
Bug
Carnival (7) — A
little lady bug is almost
captured by a ferocious insect but her sweetheart
comes to the rescue. April 16, ’37.
Flying South (6) — The Ground Hog radio station
predicts a long hard winter. As the ducks and
animals start south Farmer
A1 Falfa tries to
hitch on to some wild ducks but without success.
March 19. ’37.
Hay Bide, The (8)— Kiko
five little bears join a

the kangaroo and the
neighborhood hay ride

and ride to the ice pond. April 2, '37.
Fiuldy's (’oronation (8) — Kiko and Puddy listen to
the* radio broadcast of the Coronation and later
Puddy dreams it is his own, with himself in the
midst

of the

festivities.

Music

(8) — Klko

the

Kangaroo

goes

to

March
TIM

6. ’37.
AND
IRENE

Big Courtship, The (19) — Irene sues Tim for a dl
vorce but in court she jumbles up her story oJ
family

difficulties

and

throws

the

entirt

court in an uproar. Feb. 19, ’37.
His Pest Girl (19) — Tim, selling hip flasks, and
Irene, selling lingerie, get their sample cases
mixed
and
run into embarrassing situations.
April 30. ’37.
treasure

chest

Chesapeake Bay Retriever, The
and remarkable achievements

(10) — The history
of this distinctive

breed of American dog. Dec. 18, ’36.
Song'S of the Danube
(10) — Songs of the Danube
country presented in their native settings. May
7. ’37.
TWO

REEFERS

Ditto (18) — Buster as an ice man
falls In love
w'ith a beautiful customer who turns out to be
one of twins, both of whom
are married. Years
later he falls for another girl whom
he finds h
a quintuplet. Feb. 12, ’37.
Her Accidental Hero (19) — A husky masseur plays
second fiddle with his best girl to a handsome
cop until he captures a
gang
of insurance
swindlers. Harry Gribbon. May 28,- ’37.
Holding the Bag (19) — The Sisters of the Skillet
open their own night club but when
the staff
walks out they act as cooks, cigarette girls and
entertainers. May 14. '37.
Fove in Arms
(20) — The headmistress of a girls’
school cancels the cadets’ invitations to the prom
but the girls get together and embarrass the old
maid. Niela Goodelle. May 21, ’37.
Fove Nest on Wheels (20) — Finding that a run
down hillbilly hotel is no place for honeymoon
ers, the couple try to buy a trailer but find the
family cow has appropriated it. Buster Keaton
March 16. *37.
Melody Girl (19) — Neila’s brothers and her ten
per cent agent try to save her act by framing
her sweetheart and breaking up her romance
Neila Goodelle. Lee Sullivan. April 16, ’37.
Off the Horses (19) — After always picking tht
winners hut never betting, a racetrack followei
finally persuades himself to pass up his own
choice and put money on another. His original
choice wins a 200 to 1 shot. Bert Lahr. March
5. ’37.
Pixilated
(20) — A singing window
washer gets a
chance to be a romantic radio tenor and in trying
to

keep his marriage
found public gets in

a
a

.secret from his newjam.
Harry Gribbon

March to 19.
'37. (19) — Two process servers trying
Ready
Serve
to give a summons
to Dr. Brown
in a hospital
narrowly miss all kinds of operations before
they get out of his clutches. Buster West, Tom
Patricola. March 12. '37.
Transatlantic l..<)ve (21) — Girl and boy singers fly
back and forth across the Atlantic to wreck

guise. Feb. 5, '37.
AND
COMEDY

Follies

Hot

the

Back to the AA'oods (19) — Three medieval stooges
are sent to the American colonies to fight the
Indians and take them on single-handed. May

Three

Ked

the rescue as a fireman when
the orchestra’b
torrid music sets the radio station on fire

HOUR

Old AA'oiiian in the AA’oods, The
princess with two suitors gains
magic rin.g and finds her true
by

Arts

30, ’37.

May

14, ’37.

each other’s night club engagements
decide to kiss and team up. Sylvia
Jimmie

Brierly.

Dec.

until they
Froos and

25. ’36.

Metro-GoldAVYn-Mayer
FITZPATRICK

’TRAVELTALKS

(‘olorful Bombay
(8) — The second
India with glimpses of religion,

largest city
the manner

in
of

living and the famous race track. April 3, ’37.
Glimpses of Java and Ceylon (9) — ^Batavia, the
capital and chief seaport, and the Buddhist temples and priests of Ceylon. March 6, ’37.
Indi a on Parade (9) — A display of the w’ealth of
a maharajah
and glimpses of the Taj Mahal.
Feb. 6, ’37. South Africa (9) — Capetown, mother
Picturesque
city of Africa, w’ith its impressive mountains
and Dutch style of architecture, and Durban,
where
primitive natives mix with the white
settlers. Jan. 9, '37.
HAPPY’
HARMONIES
Swing

the

CARTOONS

Wedding
(8) — A frog pond wedding ceremony with Cab Calloway, Fats Waller, Bill Robinson and other sepia stars caricatured among
guests.

Feb.

13, ’37.

BOXOFTICE

:: May

15, 1937.

THE

COMPLETE

C H E C K - U P

MINIATURES
U’hat Do You Think? (10) — A
almost certain death by the
who
is thousands of miles

youth is saved from
voice of his mother
away
at the time.

Commentary
by
PARAMOUNT

GirPs Best Years, A
(19) — A
much-sought-after
playwright hires a sob sister to protect him from
suits but she falls in love
Mary Doran, John Warburton,

Sheila Terry. Dec. 26, '37
Sometime Soon (20) — A day-dreaming factory girl,
hoping that a romantic nobleman will marry her,
meets a fellow worker who dupes her. Gregory
Gaye, Inez Courtney. March
MUSICAE
ROMANCE

G, '37.

Song of the Islands (10) — The life of the Hawaiian
natives including an outdoor banquet climaxed
by the world-famous Hula-Hula.
In Technicolor.
May 21, ’37.
OUR
GANG
Glove Taps (11) — The kids go in for the manly
art of self-defense with Alfalfa pitted against
a tough kid from the wrong side of the railroad tracks who
finally gets knocked to the
canvas. Spanky McFarland.
Feb. 20, '37.
Three Smart Boys (11) — The kids use a can of
paint to start an epidemic and close the school.
March

13, '37.

PETE

SMITH

SPECIAETY

Bar-Rae’s Night Out (10) — A
common
raccoon
goes on a nocturnal walk during which he meets
and

fights

with

a

bob-cat,

a

skunk

and

an

elusive frog Feb. 27, '37.
Gilding the Lily (8) — Jack Dawn,
head of the
M-G-M
makeup
department, demonstrates the
unusual art while an ugly duckling is transformed into a
TABLOID

lovely

lady.

Feb.

Bergen,

Billy

Gray.

March

Hot

BOOP

CARTOONS

Air

Salesman, The (7) — Wiffle Piffle becomes a door-to-door salesman but his strange
gadgets fail to work when
he demonstrates them at Betty Boop’s house. Mar. 12, '37.
Pudgy Picks a Fight (8) — The pup is heart-broken
when he sees Betty fondling her fur neckpiece

dance act. April 9, '37.
Whoops, I’m a
Cowboy
(7) — Whiffle Piffle, eccentric little cartoon character, invades the west
when

he learns that Betty Boop
boy sweetheart. Feb. 12, 37.

COLOR

desires

a

cow-

preparations. Feb. 12, '37.
Chicken a la King (7) — A love-sick
tan foresakes his harem of hens for

rooster-Sula flirtatious

duck. April 16, '37.
HEADLINERS
Blue Velvet
orchestra,

Music
Buddy

(10) — Mark
Clark and

Warnow
and his
the Symphonettes

In their modern type of dance music. April 9. *37.
Music by Morgan
(11) — Russ Morgan, with his
orchestra, demonstrates his versatility by playing the piano, trombone, trumpet and saxaphone
'37.
simultaneously, and Linda Lee sings. Feb. 12,

City’s rooftops; the mischievous antics of two
little bear cubs. April 9, ’37.
No. 10 (10) — ^Sailboats shown
in the three seasons; a visualization in Technicolor of “Twilight
on the Trail”; an electric organ half the size
of a grand piano. May 7, '37.
POPEYE
THE
SAILOR
CARTOONS
Ilo.spitaliky (7) — Popeye and Bluto try frantically
to get injured in order to have Olive Oyl nurse
them. April 16. '37.
My Artistic Temperature (7) — Popeye invades the
field of art. He
and
Bluto share a
studio
amicably until Olive Oyl puts both geniuses
frantically to work
turning out a
portrait of
'37. March 19, ’37.
her.
Organ Grinder’s Swing
(7) — Wimpy’s
wooing of
Olive with his music comes to an abrupt end
through the intervention of Bluto. But Popeye
fixes everything. Feb. 19, '37.
Twisker Pitcher, The (7) — A hard-fought
game
with Popeye heading one team
enemy, Bluto, as captain of the other.

baseball
and his
May 14,

SCIENCE

No. 4 (11) — New
scientific developments such as
a snore-suppressor, a
device to keep the feet
warm
and an alarm clock that not only rings
liut sprays 'he late sleeper with water. Also a
selection of new kitchen gadgets; the making
of a
modern
microscope, and the manner
in
which oil wells are opened through the use of
nitro-glycerine. Feb. 26, '37.
No. 5
(11) — The world’s largest camera
at the
Bureau
of Standards; new
household gadgets;
red ants for pets; the making
of electric light
bulbs and a
40-year-old automobile invention.
April 30. '37.
SCREEN
SONG
Twilight on the Trail (7) — While
spinning his
lariat, a cowboy artist makes fast-moving animated cartoons out
March 26, '37.
GKANTLAND
RICE

of

the

rope’s

gyrations.

SPORTLIGHTS

King vSoccer (10) — A visit to Buenos Aires where
this international sport, soccer, is played before huge crowds. Narration by Ted Husing.
March 26, '37.
the Nose (10) — Devoted to three types of sporting dogs — fox hounds, Chesapeake Bay retrievers and bird dogs — and the manner
in which

their service.^ are utilized. Feb. 26, '37.
Swing Stars (10) — Starting with the manufacture
of a golf ball, the reel shows that the game is
played by men from ten to 70. May 14. '37.
Wrestling, It’s a Laugh (10) — Man Mountain Dean
and some other champions in some hard-hitting
bouts followed by a wrestling match betwen two
girls.

April

23,

’37.

RKO
BILB

CORUM

New York. May 7, '37.
Foreign Sports (10) — The games of other nation.s
starting with Ju Jitsu in Japan and ending with
the Jai-Lai contests in Mexico and Cuba. April

bers. May 7, '37.
Trees (9) — Inspired by Joyce Kilmer’s poem, the
famous lines are interpreted musically and vocally in Technicolor. The Paramount
symphony
orchestra, baritone Earl Covert and basso Tudor

9. '37.
Puttin' on the Dog (11) — The finest bird dogs to
be found in this country are shown in training
and in action, among
them setters, poodles an(i

of adventurers travel
woods
to shoot big

game — with cameras. April 30, '37.
It’s a Living (11) — Showing an assortment of people who prove that there are any number
of
odd ways to keep the proverbial wolf from the
door.
Nobody
finds
in a

Tn Cinecolor. March 5, '37.
Home
(10) — Shorty, the baby chimpanzee,
plenty to amuse himself when
left alone
big

house

BOXOFFICE

for

the

May

evening.

15, 1937

April

2, '37.

an

advertising

Feb.

19, ’37.

retrievers. Feb. 12. ’37.
Saratoga Summers
(10) — While tracing the history of the famous
racing resort. Bill Corum
shows
many
elaborate dwellings as well as
glimpses of the racing stables and track. March
12. '37.
HEADLINER

Fiorito

and

while it is the
able. Edgar Kennedy,

AIARCH
16, ’37.
No. 7 (20)
No. S (20)
No. 9 (21)

OF

preferred that is valuKitty McHugh.
April

TIME
Feb.
March
April

19. '37
19. ’37
16, '37

PA THE
NEAA'S
Released twice weekly.

No.
No.

1\VTHE
193(}-,37

TOPICS
releases

.5(9)
(i (9)
RADIO

FLASH

Feb. 26, '37
April 2, ’37

Horse l*lay (18) — AVhile watching a polo match,
husband is swept by the fever and buys a horse
and the complete oxitfit. To his wife’s annoyance
the nag kicks a hole in the garage and ruins
things generally. Jack Norton, Barbara Pepper.
March 13, '37.
RADIO
MUSICAT.
COMEDIES
Mississippi Moods (17) — Mose loses all his money
in a crap game and is afraid to go home. The
other darkies give a rent party and save the
day. The Hall Johnson Choir. July 23. '37.
Thiiit Man Sampson
(19)- — The Hall Johnson Choir
sing .several authentic spirituals against a background of the Negro’s concei>tion
cidents. May 27, ’37.
SET COMEDIES

of

Biblical

in-

SMART

Inlawfnll (18) — Just as a
couple of newlyweds
settle down, some of the wife’s relatives arrive
to gum
up the works. Johnny Arthur, Maxine
Jennings. April 30, '37.
STRUGGLE
TO LI\T5
Desert Land
(9) — The constant search for food
indulged in by reptiles and insects living in the
desert wastes. April 5, '37.
Forest Gangsters (10) — Two hunters engaged in a
mountain lion hunt are tem])orarily thrown off
the track_by a stray wildcat but their dogs
eventually corner the lion and bring him down.
Jan. 8. '37.
SI PKRBAS
Bridal Griefs (18) — Young
man’s uncle promises
him $10,000 on the day he marries, which causes
many
mixups when
uncle arrives before the
actual marriage
takes place. Ford
Sterling,
I'dana Gibson. Franklin Pangborn. Feb. 5, ’37.
Wife Insurance (16) — When
his wife and motherin-law persuade him to take out life insurance
Errol believes that they are trying to poison
him.

Leon

Errol.

Dot

Farley.

July

9, ’37.

AA'rong R<»manee, The (19) — Quarrelsome newspaper editor hires an. actress in order to make his
wife jealous but the schehie fails. Leon Errol,
Vivian Oakland, Barbara
AAOIIIA) ON
PARADE

Pepper.

May

4, '37,

Fla. May
'36. 14, '37.
Manhattan
AA'aterfront (11) — A
trip along New
York’s waterfront where more than ten thousand ships of all kinds and sizes enter and
leave each year. Feb. 17, '37.
Mount
A^ernon (10) — The
camera
takes a
trip
through this liistoric shrine, once the home
of
George

AA^ashington.

United
MK’KKY

March

19,

’37.

Artists

MOUSK

Alpine Climbers (9) — Mickey Donald Duck, Pluto
and a
new
cliaracter, a
friendly St. Bernard
dog get dizzy in the mountain heights. July 25,
Donald

COMEDIES

Rhythm
on the Rampage
(18) — An
orchestra
leader makes a date with a blonde just before
her tough boy friend gets out of prison and
leads him a merry chase until he is captured
while the orchestra is playing in a night club.
Ted

common

retain their origin charm. April 16, ’37.
Circus AA'inter (Jn^rters (10) — The spectacle rehearses, the acrobats limber up and the animals
receive training in winter quarters in Sarasota,

Radio

demonstrates why
some
headliners have
remained at the top. Mar. 12, '37.
Swing, Hutton, Swing (11) — Ina Rae Hutton and
her Melodears, an all-girl orchestra, are seen
and heard in a succession of current swing num-

Game
Ttails (9) — A
group
deep into the Canadian

as

California Missions (11)- — -Places of worship erected liy the Franciscan Friars a century ago still

Big l..eagiie (10) — An intimate story of baseball,
leading off with training camps
and finishing
with scenes of games in Chicago, Boston and

19, '37.

plane

neighbor. June 11. '37.
Lo<'ks and Bonds
(19) — Edgar nearly turns the
house upside down searching for some stock he
thought worthless but is now selling high. When
he finally locates it he finds the stock is only

Reporter No. 2, The (9) — Ted Husing Introduces some new
talent in the entertainment
field, including a young ballad singer, and also

March

mthe

playing in their native Mexico. Mar. 12, '37.
No. 9
(11) — Buddy
Clark singing during some
pastoral scenes; some new uses for New
York

Star

Williams are also heard.
PARAGRAPHICS

fro

Franklin Pangborn. March 5, '37.
Diiinl>’s tlie AVord (18) — AVhile cleaning tlie attic
of his house, Kennedy discovers a teapot full of
gold pieces but it is finally taken away by his

On

CLASSIC

Bunny-Mooning
(7)— The courtship and eventual
wedding of a pair of cartoon rabbits for which
the other residents of the wood make
elaborate

5, '37.

broadcasting

stunt. Donald Kerr. Diana Lewis.
EDGAR
KENNEDY
COMEDIES

some milady’s new dancing frocks. Feb. 12, '37.
No. «
(10) — The amazing
tides of the Bay
of
Fundy; Raini^ows in Hawaii; seven talented musician-brothers, the youngest three years old,

looking

as he believes it is a new pet. May 14, '37.
Pudg^' Takes a Bow-Wow
(7) — Betty’s little dog
engages in a fight with a troublesome cat while
she is endeavoring to present her song and

Feb.

Singing in the Air (19) — Pilot of an airlin.er falls
in love with the stewardess and this leads to his

Bad Housekeeping (19) — Trying to prove to each
other that theirs is the easier job, Kennedy and
liis wife switch jobs, with Mrs. K. at the office
and Ed doing the housework. Vivian Oakland,

27, '37.

Paramount
BKTTY

Alois Havrilla.
PICTORIAL

7

POPULAR

MUSICAL

^kott6

RELEASES

(9) — The story of the manufacture of Roquefort cheese; Albert Payson Terhune, famous
American author, at his home; advance views of

No.

6, '37.

Little Maestro, The (11) — A
ragged and hungry
maestro wanders
into an
exclusive nightclub
where they believe he is a
famous musician.
Jerry

C U R R E N T

Where
Snow Is King (9) — The little village of
Zermatt, high in the Swiss Alps, is the headquarters for sports enthusiasts from all over
Europe
who
go skiing, skating and
racing.

William Henry. Jan. 23, '37.
MUSICAE
COMEDIES

breach-of-promise
with him herself.

ON

band.

Apr.

2, '37.

and IMuto (9) — Donald, the plumber, develops Pluto’s magnetic personality. Sept. 10, ’36.
Don D<niald (8) — Donald, tlie duck, discards his
trusty burro for a modern auto with disastrous
results to his love affair. March 4. '37.
Alagieian Mickey
(9) — Mickey Mouse, doing his
stunts before appreciative audiences, is constantly annoyed by Donald Duck
in an upper
box.

Feb.

4, '37.

37

^kott6

THE

Mickey's Circus (9)^ — The circus goes to town for
the benefit of the orphans and Donald Duck
gets the works.
3iickey*s Elephant

Sept. 5, ’36.
(9) — Mickey’s

new pet. a baby
supplants Pluto in his master’s affections. Oct. 8, ’.36.
Mickey's Moving Day
(8) — Mickey, Donald Duck
and the Goof help to move an animated piano
elephant,

to new quarters under Peg Leg Pete’s watchful
eye. June 26, '36.
Mickey's Rival (8) — Mortimer Mouse. Micke>''s old
pal, returns to stir up some competition in the
battle for Minnie’s affections. Aug. 27. ’36.
^oose Hunters (8) — Donald Duck and the Goof,
disguised as a feminine moose, go hunting in
'37. wilds with unexpected success. March
the
12.
SILLY

a flock of little chickens. Nov. 12. '36.
Three Blind Mousketeers (9) — The mouse trio In
their ’’All for one and one for all” battle with
ferocious

cat.

Sept.

PLACES

WITH

I.OWEI.I.

THOMAS

pioneer; Charlie Jones’ strange intimacy with
wild birds who come to him when they're hungry. Feh. 1. '37.
No. 3.3 (9) — Miami. Fla., the world’s most famous
tropical winter playground, is shown in its entirety from the palatial homes of the wealthy
the

primitive tents of the original inhabitants, the Seminole Indians. March 15. ’37.
No. 34 (8) — A
fiesta to the ox in San Isidro,
Mexico; borax deposits in Death Valley; the
hottest spot in the United
lion dollar mystery man

States: the two milwho
lives in Death

Valley. March
23, ’37.
No. 3.5. (8) — Scenes in the snowscapes of the Cascade Mountains of the Pacific Northwest showing skiiers and the frosty beauty of winter. April
12. ’37.
No. 3fi (10) — Life

in Nassau,

miniature

MEANT,

the

Baliama

Islands,

MINY

airplanes.

MOE

June

8, ’'37.
I.nmber

Camp
(7) — A little bear makes life miserable for the wood-chopping
chimpanzees hy
continually snatching their flapjacks until the
mother bear takes him over his knee. March

15. ’37.
Steel Workers
(7) — Noticing a sign offering free
lunch with a job, the three little monkeys take
a construction job and start tossing hot rivet.s.
’37.

MENTONE

COMEDIE.S

Bargain Matinee
(10) — Val Irving, running an
elevator 'in a departm.ent store, whisks his passengers to each floor where they can witness
bargain entertainment matinees.
Maple
Leaf
Trio, The Five Flats. Apr. 4, '37.
Cor'ktail Party, The (10) — When
the professional
entertainers tail to show up the bartender and
nightclub employes put on a show of their own.
Lucille Page. Lew Parker. May
12, ’37.
Fun Begins at Home
(10) — Extravagant married
couple give an expensive party while owing their
butler back wages, but the latter evens matters
hy
’37. selling tickets for the affair. Barry
ledge, Virginia Verrill. the Charioteers.

& WhitFeb. 17.

It’s on the Record (10) — Harry Rose, running a
music store, receives a visit from a singer looking for an old record. Their reminiscences spring
to life and entertain, Roy Smeck, Roy Campbell’s Royalists. Mar. 17. ’37.
Shoes With Rh.ytlun (10) — A shoe shop is ha\ ing
poor business until the girl partner r>uts on a
show which makes
passersliy stop and starts
iiusiness booming. Frances Williams, tlie Rhythm
Boys. June
OSW.M.D

9. ’37.
CARTOONS

Birthday
Party (7) — Oswald
invites tlie three
little ducklings to his birthday party with disastrous results to the presents and refreshments.
March

38

29, '37.

CURRENT

3, ’37.
STRANGER

is gen-

unsuccessful. March 8, ’37.
— Oswald, the rabbit, conducts
an up-to-date inn In Birdvllle
temporarily halted when three

June Allyson, Richard Keane. Feb. 27, '37.
Taking the Count (20) — Joe Palooka tries to enter society but only succeeds in getting mixed
up with a phony count who tried to marry his

with

eggs

and

the

hunt

THAN

FICTION

girl. Southern
April 24, Stars
'37.
Under
(18) — A young Confederate
officer quarrels with his fiancee but during the
famous charge at Chancellorsville he makes
a
daring dash through the Union lines to get
news to General Lee, bringing promotion and
a
reconciliation. Fred Lawrence, Jane Bryan

No. 32 (10) — A
cow who
serves herself; a dog
tricycle rider; 50-year old burning coal beds;
device for selling worms
automatically; mudfor ills; world’s
fire engine, and

tallest flights
a beer-drink-

Ing rooster. Feb. 1, '37.
No. 33 (9) — A
one-armed
paperhanger; Chinese
typewriter containing 5,000 characters; barnyard
chickens with goggles; bicycle with
down
pedals; eyebrows a
yard wide;

up-andfighting

Fritz

April
26, — ’37.
No.
36 (9)
A collector of wooden horses; a bat
farm; a girl who x-rays flowers: an alarm for
dozing drivers; a one-pooch power cart for a
crippled dog.
No. 38 (9) — A I'retty .girl’s pet lion; a new gold
mine just discovered in Nebraska: a 6 foot, in
inch, army
private; a
pet deer for a
dinner
guest; a
mausoleum
decorated wltii life-size
statues; a Cul^an ■wlio craclts cocoauuts on liis
skull. ,Tuly 19, ’37.
COMING

,Jim--12

—13

Agent

TIME

from

The

Mystery

Cradle
of
Civilization (10) — E.
M.
Newman
photographs places in the Levant and along the
Mediterranean wdiere western civilization first
began. April 17, '37.
Lund of the Midnight Sun (10) — A camera trip to
Scandinavia, stopping at Oslo and Bergen, Norway, and then up to the more primitive country of Lapland. Feb. 27. '37.
Nature, the Artist (10) — The beauties of flower.'^
and plants are brought to the screen in all
their natural glory through the medium
of the
color camera. March
l^OONEY
TUNES
Porky's

20, '37.

Romance
(7) — Porky
mantic nature to Petunia

Pig displays his roPig but he finally

decides to remain a bachelor.
MEI.ODY
MASTER
Hi

De

H<i
ing a

(11) — Cab

Calloway

great orchestra
tune teller reads his

April

has

leader
teacup

3, '37.

visions

and
she

of

be-

w'hen a
pictures

forhim

singing and leading his own band. Feb. 20. '37.
Jacques ’37.
Fray and his Hotel St. Regis Orchestra
(10) — The well-known orchestra leader and his
pianist lead the band through several musical
numbers.
March
27. '37.
Jam Sessions, The (10) — Clyde McCoy and his orchestra. after finishing a
broadcast, go to a
cabaret where they take part in the show. April

Vitaphone

Special Arrangements
(10) — Peter Van
Steeden
dreams of the day when
he will have an orchestra of his own as the band plays several
selections arranged by
MERRIE
MELODY
(In Color)

VAUDEVILI-E

Paul, magician. May 1, '37.
Vitaphone
Diversions (10) — The
Five Juggling
•Jew'^els; Dave
Monahan,
xylophonist; Brown.
Rich and
Ball, a
comedy
team; and
Smith
and Dale, dialect comedians.
BROAinVAY
BREVITIES

April

Blue Bhjod (20) — The scene fades to colonial days w'hen a young man tries to convince
his prospective mother-in-law that he has a
family tree. Feb. 12, '37. Georgie Price, Nell
O’Day. Feb. 13, '37.
Hotel A
I..a Swing: (21) — A
troupe of theatrical
performers take over a hotel and add entertainment to the other services of the place.
13. '37.
Again (21)— Joe Palooka and Knobby
to France without Punchy, but the

try
kid

stows away and is mistaken for a shipwreck survivor. In Paris Joe meets Ann Howe

wins a fight with
ert Norton, Beverly

the French champ.
RobPhalon, Shemp
Howard.

Feb. 6, '37.
Mail and Female
(21) — Ken
Murray, about to
get married, finds that his past amours
prevent him from
enjoying his marital bliss.
March 27, ’37.
Play Street (21) — Cherry Preisser, star in a Broadway show, invites her sister. June, and Duke
McHale
to a
party where
they demonstrate
their dancing ability. April 3, '37.
Ivifers of the Party, The (20) — Two policemen pursue the Yacht (ilub Boys to get them to play a
benefit where
they do their specialties. April
17, ’37. of Robert Burns (16) — The famous poet
Roiiianc-e
leaves his country sweetheart to go to Edinburgh where he meets a society girl but he returns to his home
in time to marry his true
love. Owen
King. Linda Perry. In Technicolor.
Aprilfor
10,Sale
'37. (20) — Hal,
Swing

who

owns

a

swing

Ain't AVe
thrown
the

ice-box

music

Van

Steeden.

Mar.

6, '37.

Fnn (7) — A cat is punished by
of the house wnen his master

being
finds

empty,

dam-

but

age. May 1, ’37.
With the Fiddle,

Fella
T

Got
out

mice
The

really

did

(7) — The

the

romance

of

a

little violinist. March
27, ’37.
Only Have
Eyes for You
(7) — An
iceman Is
spurned by his girl friend who runs away with
a crooning ventriloquist while a persistent old
maid captures
PICTORIAL

3, *37.

Captain

and

20, '37.

South American pampas.
May 8, ’37.
Roger Wolfe Kahn
and His Orchestra (10) — A
number of tunes in the Kahn manner with several of the orchestra doing specialties. Feb. 6,

and his dummy,
Charlie McCarthy. Mar. 6, '37.
Nickel Lowdown
(10) — A
variety subject with
Charles Kemper
and Co.; Paul Robinson and
the Horton Boys, hill-billy musicians; and Le

trainer

Feb.

episodes.

X — 12

Bring- on the Girls (10) — A vaudeville show with
Alice Murphy’s Quintuplets, novelty act; Goff and
Kerr, songs and Imitations; and Edgar Berger

March
Kick Me
to go

Technicolor.
ADVENTURES

17. ’37. Journey
Musical
to South
America
(10) — The
Rimac orchestra plays several tunes in sets representing Buenos Aires. Rio de Janeiro and the

episodes.

episodes.

Phantom
Rider, The (changed
Rider) — 15 episodes.

RIG

In

SERIALS:

Drummond

Secret

Leiber.

COLORTOUR

Manhattan; a machine for wearing out fabrics: a. canine lifeguard who saves kittens. Mar.

29, ’37.
No. 3.5 (10) — The
president’s double; an eggpoaching pooch; lighthouse-keeping in the middle of Atlantic City; a
blind W'atchmaker; a
school that played hookey; a Cuban Dr. Divine.

Ace

RELEASES

shop, is in the clutches of a designing widow
but before she can force a wedding, the sweet
young
girl who
loves him
steals a
wedding
dress and brings him to his senses. Hal Le Roy,

crow bandits raid the place. Feb. 22, '37.
Trailer Thrills (7) — The little rabbit gets a trailer
for his car but the two macliines want to go in
opposite directions and the trip is a bust. May

C.VKTOONS

1. ’37.
House of Maglo (7) — Three monkeys
take refuge
in a house of magic during a storm. Everything
they touch produces bewildering result.s. Feb.

26,

pair

7, ’37.

Big Race, The (7) — The three monkeys
get into
the big auto race and after a breathless ride
across idlls and down dales they win the S5.000
purse from Barney Hippo, are contender. March

.\pril

the

Jangle

including the tourists’ activities and the occupations of the dark-skinned natives. May 10, ’37.
No. 37 (9) — Gathering maple syrup in New
England; a bird colony in the Everglades; Actor
Reginald Denny
wlio has a profitable sideline
in making

pelt

erally exciting if
Ever.vI)od.v Sing (7)
a swing band in
but the gaiety is

in

No. .Sa (10) — Erosion in Bryce Canyon. Utah: a
fairyland of rock di.scovered by an old Mormon

to

ON

duck and cat; one-legged ski runner. Mar. 1. ’37.
N'o. .34 (9) — A
skyscraper made
of matches;
strange marriage rites of the gypsies; flowers
made of candy; a breeding place for silk worms

24. ’36.

Universal
GOING

CHECK-UP

Duck
Hunt
(7) — Oswald
and Elmer, his pooch,
start out on a hunt with new mechanical duck
decoys, but the dog proves too noisy, wild ducks

bathing as a cure
of stairs; monster

SYMPHONIES

Mother Pluto (S) — Mickey’s faithful pal. Pluto, a
real he-dog. unintentionally turns motherly to

the

COMPLETE

No.

G

the iceman.
REVUE

(11) — Proper

aids;

ming; old and
training

Mar.

teaching

6, '37.

methods

for

swim-

new fashions in women’s beauty
horses for trotting, and
Swiss

woodcarvings in color. Feb. 13, ’37.
No. 7 (10) — Explaining the manufacture of phonograph records; women
playing polo; manufacture of lipsticks, the latter sequence in color.
March
20. '37.
N<>. 8 (10) — Bowling with melons; proper coiffure
for milady; the latest styles in shoes for women. the latter sequence in color. April 10, '37.
No. 9 (10) — Various new inventions, such as runner to prevent automobiles from skidding, and
a
bullet-proof suit. Also odd accidents about
the
and

house,
the
the latest

1, VITAPHONE
'37.

manufacture
of men’ssuits.
felt
fashions
in bathing

hats
May

NOVEI/ITES

Ghost to Ghost Hook-up,
A
(11) — The
Radio
Ramblers have an opportunity to display their
famous imitations of popular stars in a haunted
house. April 3, '37.
Home
Run on the Keys (9) — At a hunting lodge
Byron Gay
and Zez Confrey, composers, ar©
trying to get an idea for a song when
Babe
Ruth reminisces about his baseball days, hence
the title song. April 24, '37.
Medium
Well
Done
(10) — Theodore
Hardeen,
brother of the late Houdinl. explains the tricks
which

fake

spiritualists

play

upon

an

unsuspect-

public.
Mar.
6. ’37.
A\hale ingHo
(10)
— The
camera goes on a whaling
expedition and
takes pictures of harpooning,
catching and cutting up a whale for its oil and
blubber.

P''ob. 3 3, '37.
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MEWS

AND

OF

VIEWS

PRODUCTION

THE

CENTER

A Lost Cause
By IVAN

SPEAR
trial centers. His avowed

THE studio employes who are v/earing out their good
shoe leather picketing the major studios may as well

union

make

it will force the hand

up their minds

— under

that their cause

is lost; that the strike

its present ramifications — cannot

win for them

the

collective recognition they demand for the Federated Motion Picture Crafts. Negotiations with the individual
unions

comprising the Federation will come. The producers have voiced their willingness to participate in such

negotiations,
under

aside

from

the provisions

they Federation,

the fact that they are

of the Wagner

as such, winning

act.

assured

But, so far as

its battle, it seems,

at

the present writing, to be out of the guestion.
The strike was
Screen

Actors

dealings
voted

dealt its death
Guild

with

successfully

the studio

not to throw

blow

heads,

its support

when

the powerful

undertook
won

Employes,

and

to the strike. Without

the other unions

coming

under

provisions of the existent basic labor agreement,
participating

in the walkout

and
the
the

the lesser

union

bodies

away

ciently strong to seriously hamper production — if they stay
from the studios from now on. Southern California,

are not suffi-

notorious among the most non-union communities of the
country, is overflowing with unemployed men and women,
competent

to fill the places vacated

through

the strike; and, after all, the highly technical work

incident

to making
already
ment.

and

eager

pictures is done

having

won

by those belonging

recognition

through

to unions

the basic agree-

to give his Federation;

such support he has made
proving

ground

on

in going

afield for

of the studio strike just another

which

John L. Lewis' Committee

and

can

be tested the strength of

for Industrial Organization.

Lessing's plea for strike support from union workers the
country over takes form in a movement to picket motion
picture theatres

WESTERN

EDITION

tions in Which
Other

in the nation's metropolitan

is an attempt

of the producers

to keep

numbers

by

that

hitting them

it hurts the most — boxoffice grosses.

Here

it might be logical to inquire as to who

to furnish

the thousands

profest lines around
to which

belongs

is going

of pickets necessary

the entrances

of hundreds

Certainly it will not be the American
the lATSE

and

to form

of theatres.

Federation

other unions

of Labor,
under

the

basic wage agreement and with vrhich the Guild is closely affiliated. Thus, it is reasonable to assume that these
theatre pickets — if any — will have to come
bership of unions outside the AFL fold.
Even

from the mem-

assuming

that Mr. Lessing is successful

and

Is One

of the Seven

Sectional

BOXOFFICE

Is Published

Weekly.

Six Editions Are: NEW ENGLAND, MIDEAST,
TRAL, MIDWEST, SOUTHERN,
EASTERN,

indus-

EdiThe
CEN-

in estab-

lishing theatre picket lines on a wholesale and nationv/ide basis, it is doubtful that such lines will turn sufficient
business away from the ticket windows to materially aftcci the situation, particularly since the Hollywood strike
has not been

given any

True, universal

recognition

by heads

union boycotts of manufactured

of the AFL.
commodi-

ties have in the past had some weight in forcing manufacturers to recognize striking organizations. But it must be
remembered

that in such

ognized by all unions
where

the purchaser

instances

the strikes were

rec-

and affected articles or commodities
had

an option of buying

a union

or

non-union made ifem. Under existing conditions, theatre
patrons have only the option of seeing pictures made in
Hollywood — mostly

Apparently fully cognizant of this situation, Charles Lessing has turned elsewhere for the support Hollywood has
refused

purpose

out of theatres in such

individual

recognition,

support of the guild, the International Alliance of Theatrical
Stage

where

sympathizers

by the major

companies

affected by

the strike — or of seeing no pictures at all. It is hard to
believe, therefore, that picket lines, even though they are
established

from the ranks of CIO

influencing

the rank

most popular

and

unions, will succeed

file of workers

in

to forego their

form of entertainment.

If these assumptions are correct, Mr. Lessing's last trump
will fail to take a trick and the sooner the boys on the
picket lines return to their jobs — while they still have
— the better off they will be.

jobs

IVAN
SPEAR.
Western Manager. Suite 219, 6404 Hollywood
Blvd.,
Hollywood, Calif., Phone GLadstone
1186. WALTER
BARUSCH,
201
Golden Gate Bldg., 25 Taylor St., San Francisco, Calif. JOE COOPER,
2417 Second Ave., Seattle, Wash.
JOHN
A. ROSE, 1620 Clarkson St.,
Denver, Colo. VIOLA
BROWNING
HUTTON.
605 Utah Savings &
Trust Bldg., Salt Lake City. Utah.

NEW GUILD PACT READY FOR SIGS
Force of Craft Strike Dwindles as Stars Win
Demands
Midweek developments on Hollywood’s
labor front indicated that details of the
Screen Actors’ Guild during the negotiations with major motion picture producers,
including specific contracts, standard
forms and other features would be ironed
out and signed early next week, with
actors then going to work under the new
agreements.
While the Guild and producers were
shaping terms of the pact, however, the
FMPC strike, which was dealt a crippling
blow when the Guild negotiated for separate bargaining with the pi’oducers instead
of throwing its weight to the walkout
called by non-recognized labor groups, continued with lessening import. Picketing
has continued throughout the major studios quietly, with the ring of protesting
strikers around the film lots steadily
dwindling.
Guild

Wins

Concessions

Among the highlights of plans being discussed by the Guild under terms of its new
Guild shop agreement are the elimination
of from 12,000 to 15,000 extras from film
work and the severance of all contractural
relations from the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences, which, in the past,
has carried the standard form of contract
usually signed by producers and players.
Demands granted the Guild by producers
early this week include;
The

establishment of a Guild shop; abolishment of the $3.20 per day in favor of a $5.50

minimum for extras, and a 10 per cent increase in wage scales up to and including
$15 per
the

day;

present

a

wage

$20

$6.50

daily;

from

location,

boost

weekly

straight
and

for standins

minimum

time

from

to $33, or

payment

compensation

to

and

for travel-

ing time; increase in day players' wage from
the present $15 daily minimum to $25; definite
time

allotment

for

meal

periods;

freelance

players to be granted a 54-hour cumulative
week, to apply to those receiving less than
$200
week
of

weekly;

a

for stock

minimum
players

salary
and

the

of $50
setting

arbitration machinery consisting
ducer and player representatives.

per
up

of pro-

Other minor demands include adjustment of layoff notices, cancellation periods
on term contracts and other alterations of
working conditions and contract dealings.
Proposals for strike peace offered by the
FMPC earlier this week were rejected by
Pat Casey, representing the producers, who
reiterated his employers’ offers to negotiate with the striking unions individually
under terms of the Wagner collective bargaining act. Charles Lessing, FMPC commander, hurled charges of lATSE conspiracy with the producers to break the strike,
which were denied by Casey in a formal
statement.
Federal

Conciliators

On

Scene

Two federal labor conciliators have been
called into the picture by Lessing for conferences, which so far have netted nothing
to the FMPC, and Lessing declared the

40

strike would continue. The FMPC

threat to

carry the fight to the nation’s theatres
has apparently not taken hold with sweeping effect, as picketing of local theatres
has been almost nil during the early days
of the week.

Capacity Crowd

The FMPC has moved its wage demands
into the independent studios, with the Studio Utility Employes, one of the FMPC
members, submitting demands to all producers who are not members of the association, asking for wage increases.

Amid the flare of klieg lights and the
music of an orchestra and entertainers in

New

Deal

On

Percenters

Among the developments expected when
details of the Guild-producer agreement
are disclosed will be a new deal for agents
in their negotiations with members of the
Guild. It is understood that a standard
form of contract will be outlined, with
the Guild seeking supervision over the percentage boys’ activities.
Studio production is continuing as usual,
with indications at present pointing to the
expectance of little more labor trouble even
though differences between the FMPC and
the producers fail to be ironed out within
the next few days.

No Condor Change
in Production Plan
In the face of news from Washington
that the Securities and Exchange Commission had climaxed a six-week investigation
by issuing an order suspending the sale of
a $1,000,000 stock issue by Condor Pictures,
George Hirliman, president of the company,
told Boxoffice this week that the action will in no way affect his company’s
production for the 1937-38 season.
Hirliman declared that the SEC decision
was based only on a technicality, and that
he has been informed by his attorneys in
Washington that the order will be rescinded within th next few days.
The SEC action was based on charges that
Condor had withheld pertinent information relevant to its stock sale in the preparation of a pre-sale prospectus. This, according to Hirliman, amounted only to the
omission from the prospectus of the fact
that in signing a lease for production
space with Grand National Studios in Hollywood the company would go to work under a 100-day shooting schedule. This
was omitted, Hirliman declared, solely because Condor was exercising the natural
caution to be expected of producers who
try to take full advantage of every economy
measure.

Sees "Courageous"

the forecourt, Hollywood’s film notables
and Southern California’s social elite bustled their way through crowds of autograph seekers and premiere fans to form
a capacity audience at the Carthay Circle
Theatre last Friday night, when MetroGoldwyn-Mayer offered the local premiere
of “Captains Courageous,” starring Freddie Bartholomew and Spencer Tracy.
SRO

Sign

Out

It was “standing room only” for those
unfortunates who were late in making reservations, and ticket holders — among them
the film city’s biggest production names —
ran the gauntlet of more than 5,000 spectators who crowded the grandstands constructed along the pathways to the theatre entrance. The affair was broadcast
over Station KMTR, with an announcer
introducing celebrities over the air as they
arrived for the performance.
In the forecourt was installed a pretentious marine exhibit, the center of which
was a 28-foot model of the schooner used
in the picture. Other paraphernalia of the
sea and the Gloucester fishermen added to
the display.
Notables

Attend

The cast of the film, including young
Bartholomew, Tracy, Melvyn Douglas and
Lionel Barrymore, plus Metro’s big production and acting names, were on hand at
the premiere. These included Louis B.
Mayer, Sam Katz, Harry Rapf, Hunt
Stromberg, William Powell, Jean Harlow,
Robert Young and scores of others. From
other studios Darryl Zanuck, Kenneth
Macgowan, Harry Cohn, Charles Rogers,
Harry Warner, Adolph Zukor, S. J. Briskin and hundreds of others swelled the
list of notables.

GERSHWINS ON TUNE
GRIND FOR GOLDWYN
George and Ira Gershwin have begun
work on the first of the tunes and lyrics
for Samuel Goldwyn’s “The Goldwyn Follies,” which will be produced as a $1,500,000 musical extravaganza. George Balanchine, ballet master who has been assigned
to the choreography on the film, is already searching for forty “Goldwyn Girls.”

Script Team Re-Signed

The company’s production schedule of
20 features to be produced during the season— 14 for Grand National release, the remainder through RKO Radio — wil be in no
way affected, Hirliman said, pointing out

Betty Laidlaw and Robert Lively have
been given a four-year writing contract
by Grand National. They will do four pictures yearly for the company and are allowed outside commitments. The team has

that for the first time in Condor’s history
four pictures have gone into work simultaneously.

already written scripts for “Grand Canyon,” “The Girl Said No,” and “Face the
Facts” for GN.
BOXOrnCE
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Hollywood Tonpes Wag
as Schulberg Plans Move
Rogers Short to Okla.
Governor
Governor E. W. Marland of Oklahoma was the recipient of a print of
“Lest We Forget,” the Will Rogers
memorial short subject, presented to
him by Metro this week. The studio,
which produced the short, enclosed
the reel in a chromium plated film

Gws

Edwards, who has probably developed more youthful stage and screen
talent than anyone else, visits the set

can, which will be placed in the Oklahoma capital’s archives.

of RKO Radio’s “Border Cafe” for a
chat with one of his proteges, Armida,
who has the leading feminine role in
the comedy drama.

LESSER RETAINS AIM
TO CONSTRUCT STUDIO
Although Sol Lesser has closed a deal
with Grand National for the rental of
stage space to film interior scenes for his
Principal Production, “The Californian,’’
the independent producer has not abandoned plans announced some months ago
for the construction of his own studio to
alleviate the shortage of production space
in Hollywood.
Lesser is still searching for a suitable
site on which to erect the proposed studio,
according to spokesmen for him, and will
probably decide definitely by fall, with
construction to start immediately thereafter.

OSA lOHNSON WILL
DO lUNGLE FEATURE
Osa Johnson, widow of the exploreradventurer, Martin Johnson, who was killed in an airline crash some months ago,
has closed a deal with 20th Century-Fox
and will head a film-making expedition set
to go into the Belgian Congo early in November.
Mrs. Johnson will produce a jungle feature titled ‘Stanley and Livingstone,’’ for
which a crew of ten cameramen and other
technicians will garner the African shots.
Otto K. Brower will direct from the story
based on Henry Stanley’s “How I Found
Livingstone.” Sam Heilman has been assigned to the script.

Republic Signs Shumate
Harold Shumate began work this week at
Republic as a supervisor, having obtained
a release from his Columbia writing contract. He will supervise six productions a
year in his new post.
METRO

PACTS

ROGER

CONVERSE

Metro has given a term contract
Roger Converse, New York stage actor.
BOXOFFICE
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Associated Artists
Sets Active Plans
Although Renowned Artists, Inc., film
producing company organized some weeks
ago, has been doing nothing but marking
time since its inception, Dudley Murphy’s
Associated Artists, which came into being
at about the same time to arouse considerable confusion in Hollywood over the similarity in firm names, stirred up a flurry
of activity this week by furthering its production plans in several regards.
Bette

Davis

for One

Murphy’s organization, an affiliate of
Associated Artists of Great Britain, announced the purchase of Horace McCoy’s
novel, “They Shoot Horses, Don’t They?”
to be placed on the shooting schedule, and
Murphy has opened negotiations with
Warners for the loan of Bette Davis to
star in the story of Hollywood life.
Murphy, company president, is now in
New York lining up plans and concluding
tentative arragements for his release channels and studio space. He returns next
week.
“They Shoot Horses, Don’t They?”
brings Associated’s story properties to
three — “Bonnie Prince Charlie,” in which
Leslie Howard will star, and “This King
Business,” scheduled as a starring vehicle
for Nancy Carroll, previously announced.
No

Release

Outlet

Yet

The Renowned Artists group still has
failed to negotiate a release agency for the
pictures to be made by Tay Garnett, John
Ford, Ronald Colman and Lester Cowan,
organizers, although unconfirmable reports
this week held that Cowan was dickering
with Dr. A. H. Giannini, United Artists
president, for release through that company. First production on schedule when
preliminary arrangements are settled will
be “Trade Winds,” from a story by Garnett, which he will produce with Ronald
Colman starring.

Conjecturing as to B. P. Schulberg’s
production future seems to have become
an annual institution in Hollywood’s dopester circles, followed by the film capital’s
inmates each year with almost as much
enthusiasm and interest as are the AcadDerby. emy Awards Banquet or the Kentucky
Change

Occasions

Comment

It was just about a year ago that Schulberg pulled out of his independent producing contract for release through Columbia. His departure from that company’s ranks occasioned considerable comment, conjecture and guessing as to his
future plans — a game which had him aligned with every major producer in Hollywood, and ended only when he affixed his
signature to a Paramount contract.
With the recent announcement that he
would sever his connection with that studio, by next July, however, the gamesters
have revived their pastime, and rumors
are already flying thick and fast not only
as to where he will settle next, but as to
his probable
film
factory. successor at Adolph

Zukor’s

That none of the reports has any basis
in fact — at least, so far — does not take
away from the thrill of the sport. Schulberg’s release plans, following termination
of his Paramount agreement, have not
been officially disclosed, although his announcement of a production schedule of
higher-budget, grade “A” films has given
rise to all manner of flights of fancy.
Sherman

Reported

Successor

Latest to be nominated as the “sure
thing” candidate to fill Schulberg’s independent production shoes for Paramount
is Harry Sherman, who has been producing the Hopalong Cassidy westerns for release through that company. The launching of production on “The Barrier” by
Sherman as a high-cost vehicle has given
weight to the predictions, but the report
is unconfirmable.
Schulberg is fast winding up his schedule of films for delivery to Paramount,
with preparations well along for “Bonanza;” beginning of shooting on “Let’s
Talk of Love;” final editing of “The Great
Gambini;” and the almost immediate
launching of production on “Accidents Will
Happen.” The quartet will complete his
contract with Paramount.

Get Romantic Roles
Pauline Moore and Robert Wilcox, the
latter borrowed from Universal, draw the
romantic assignments in “Wild and
Woolly,” the Jane Withers starrer at 20th
Century-Fox, with Douglas Fowley, Berton
Churchill and Lon Chaney jr., also added
to the cast. Alfred Werker will direct.

15, 1937.
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KMTR Sets Preview Hour
to Scout Radio Talent
Looked upon as a close parallel to the
Little Theatre groups so avidly scouted by
motion picture producers in search of talent, Victor Dalton, owner of Station
KMTR, has announced plans to set up a
“Preview Theatre of the Air” in connection with his new radio “village” to be
constructed shortly in Hollywood. In
reality constituting the highest plane of
development of the ether’s “amateur
hours,” which have soared to a high popularity level during the past two years as
radio entertainment, the Preview Theatre
will be a tryout spot for professional and
amateur radio talent, with the public,
sponsors and commercial agencies invited
to the shows. The theatre will be a major innovation in Dalton’s
center.
WBC

TO Enter

$150,000

Local

radio

Field

The Hollywood radio scene continued to
grow in importance during the past week,
with the announcement that the World
Broadcasting Co., largest producer of radio
transcriptions, will enter the local field.
Plans have been set for the establishment
of production and executive facilities here,
and P. L. Duetsch, head of the company,
has closed a deal for property at Beverly
and La Cienega Blvds. for the construction
of the plant. The new manufactory will
go into production next October, and will
be used as WBC’s chief recording center.
Station KMPC, independent outlet in
Beverly Hills, last week was transferred to
G. A. Richards, Detroit capitalist, with the
approval of the Federal Communications
Commission, and plans have already been
launched for enlargement and re-equipment, at a cost of $75,000 or more. Construction of additional studios and offices,
overhauling of equipment and the installation of a new 5,000-watt transmitter will
get underway immediately. Leo B. Tyson
is general manager. Richards, who owns
a station in Detroit and one in Cleveland, purchased KMPC
from the S. A.
Scherer estate.
Hollywood

Bowl

Ban

Lifted

Meanwhile J. F. Burke is still awaiting
an answer from the Federal Communications Commission on the transfer of Station KRKD to him, as well as a reply to
his application for the construction of a
new station in Pasadena. Burke also owns
Station KFVD here.
One

of the most important of recent announcements concerning new programs
emanating from Hollywood was disclosed
last week when the Hollywood Bowl management lifted its perennial ban on broadcasting from that music center. The National Broadcasting Co. has scheduled two
airings — July 22 and 23 — and is now negotiating for further programs from the
spot. Heretofore, broadcast privileges have
been refused.
Latest of the national programs coming
from the Hollywood radio center got off to
a flying start when the new Chase and
Sanborn program, with Don Ameche as
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master of ceremonies, went on the air
early this week over NBC channels. Among
film figures on the program are W. C.
Fields, Dorothy Lamour and Ann Harding.
It will be a weekly feature, with Nelson
Eddy set to join the program August 8.
KNX

Gets

Gossip

Columnist

Another radio gossip columnist relating
doings in Hollywood will join the fold May
26 when Lloyd Pantages, former newspaper
columnist, goes on Station KNX
for a
quarter-hour stint weekly. His program
will be called “Lloyd Pantages Covers Hollywood,” and will go out over the Columbia Broadcasting System’s Pacific Coast
network.
Jerry Cooper
week,

made

his debut

as the Hol-

lywood Hotel’s singing entertainer
replacing Fred MacMurray.

this

Navy Demands Strict
Observance of Rule
Apparent laxity in production circles in
regard to cooperation with the navy department in certain regulations governing
the handling of pictures made with naval
assistance has caused the department,
through Joseph I. Breen of the Production
Code Administration office, to request a
more stringent observance of the rulings.
The

navy demands specifically that producers pay more heed to the regulation
declaring that pictures made with naval
cooperation are to be delivered to the department for final approval of scenes, dialogue and titles before general release.
Naval scenes made with official approval
for any one picture are not to be used in
any

other production until the second scenario and finished vehicle has been sub-

mitted for the navy’s okay.
Specific instances for the navy’s decision to clamp down were not revealed
by Breen.

MARCIA REMY UPPED
BY ROACH STUDIOS
Marcia Remy has been promoted to assist Joe Collum, casting director for Hal
Roach, after serving as secretary to S. S.
Van Keuren, vice-president in charge of
Roach’s production.
merly in Universal’s

Miss Remy was forpublicity department.

Peace Proposals Meet
Union Favor
Proposals to end the craftsmen’s
strike submitted by the motion picture producers Thursday, to the union’s executive board, were termed
“satisfactory in many ways.’’ The
proposals, if approved, were to be
submitted Friday to the striking
craftsmen.

RKO INSTITUTES A
"FARM OUT" PLAN
Reversing

the

Writing Pact Extended

procedure,

RKO

opposite procedure — to scout the Little
Theatres in the hope of finding talent to
bring to the screen. The RKO Radio plan,
under which many of the company’s players will follow Miss Gibson to stock companies, parallels the method used by major league baseball clubs, which farm out
their “rookies” to the minor leagues for
experience.
Miss Gibson

Colorado

her

will make

debut in Geo. Bernard Shaw’s “Candida.”
Her last film for RKO Radio was “Behind
the Headlines,” with Lee Tracy.

IS

MANSON

FRANCES

EDITOR

STORY

MAJOR

Emanuel Cohen has appointed Frances
Manson as story editor for Major Pictures,
replacing Leonard Spigelgass. Spigelgass
was recently made an associate producer
for the company.

Columbia

with

Miss Manson had been
until a short time ago.

Lead to Beauty Winner
Marjorie Weaver, beauty
ner from Louisville, draws

contest winthe feminine

Callead opposite Ricardo Cortez in “The Harifornian,” Principal production of the
old Bell Wright story. Shooting started
direction. 20th

last week under Gus Meins’
Century-Fox will release.

Termer to Reeves
Theodore Reeves, writer, has been signed to a long-term contract by B. P. Schulberg. He will prepare an original screenplay for the 1937-38 schedule, joining Edward Anderson, novelist, who was added
to Schulberg’s

Adele Comandini has had her writing
contract extended by Universal. The writer
is currently working at Selznick International on a loan-out deal.

usual

Radio has announced plans to “farm out”
its younger contract players to Little Theatre groups throughout the country so
they can garner acting experience. First
to go is Diana Gibson, contract actress,
who left this week to play in summer stock
at the Muckers Playhouse in Idaho Springs,
Colo.
Custom in the past among most major
picture companies has been an exactly

staff recently.

“COLLEGIATE

SWING”

FOR

PARA.

Paramount’s collegiate musical for the
1937-38 season will be “Collegiate Swing,”
with Harlan Thompson set to produce. An
all-comedy cast will be used.
BOXOmCE

May

15, 1937.

BUYS FILMS LIBRARY
FOR STOCK SHOTS
For use as clips and stock shots in its
series of 12 productions to be made during the 1937-38 season, the newly-organized Phoenix Productions, Inc., has purchased the Hollywood film library, formerly a part of the Thomas Ince estate. The
library consists of 130,000 feet of material.
The purchase was made by Lawrence C.
Lee, president of the company, who last
week closed a deal for rental space with
the Hollywood Studios. Charles E. Coe,
vice-president of the company, was expected in Hollywood this week to confer
with Lee and other members of the company on production details, on which two
pictures have definitely been set for early
shooting.

Hollpood May Pick
Up Wallp-WindsorYarn

With Great Britain’s coronation of King
George VI and Queen Elizabeth occupying
the international news limelight, Hollywoodians are commenting this week on
the fact that despite the abdication of
King Edward, now David Windsor, because
of his love for an American commoner,
her subsequent divorce and their romantic
reunion, which has been one of the most
significant happenings in modern history,
the film capital’s producers have kept a
strict handsoff policy on the making of
any films predicated on the world-stirring
events.

FIVE DEPART FOR
RCA CONVENTION
M. P. Burns, Everett Isenhower, James
E. Francis, A. E. Jackson and Seth Perkins
left last week to attend the RCA Photophone annual sales convention in Indianapolis, which got underway this week.
Burns, assistant vice-president of RCA
Manufacturing Co. in Hollywood, then
journeys to Camden for conferences with
eastern officials.
Isenhower is manager of district 19;
Francis is RCA’s western division manager; Jackson manages theatre equipment
in Hollywood for RCA, and Perkins is in
the Los Angeles Photophone office.

NATURAL NOVELTIES
BY WILD LIFE UNIT
A series of one, two and three-reel shorts
will be produced by Wild Life Productions, Inc., new company being organized
by Mervyn Freeman, formerly west coast
head of Universal newsreel. The films will
be nature novelties.
Freeman is dickering for studio space
and release channels. First production on

GN

Here is Sigvard Bernadotte, left, who
has kept his princely position m his
native Sweden waiting while he learns
the motion picture business in Hollywood. He is shown here directing Madeleine Carroll in court etiquette for
“The Prisoner of Zenda," at Selznick
International, ivhere he is an associate
technical advisor. Prince Sigvard intends to remain in the film colony.

Metro Sales Polici]
to Follow '36 Lead

the schedule will be “Friendly Enemies.”

Ballew for Westerns
After casting about for several weeks for
a successor to Richard Arlen in his series
of Harold Bell Wright and Zane Grey
westerns, Sol Lesser has signed Smith Ballew for the chores. Ballew joins Principal
upon termination of his RKO Radio contract. The Lesser pictures will be released
through 20th Century-Fox.

Lease GN Space
Victoria films has leased studio space
from Grand National for the production of
“I Believe in You,” starring Rosita Moreno, a musical to be filmed in Spanish.
Rinehart directs with William Gordon producing. Shooting starts May 20.

John

GRAND

NATIONAL

PHYSICIAN

Official studio physician at Grand National will be Dr. Edward Skaletar, appointed by Edward Alperson. An office
with a trained nurse will be established
on the lot shortly.

Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer’s sales policy for
the 1937-38 season will remain substantially as it was during the preceding year, according to the announcement made by
W. F. Rodgers, general sales manager, during the
days of the
company’s
annualclosing
sales convention
which
terminated
here late last week.
Certain individual changes will, however,
be worked out to cover specific local situations.
Increases in gross sales and subsequent
increased profits due to the launching of
its then revolutionary sales policy during
1936-37 prompted the decision not to
change tactics, Rodgers declared.
Held at the Ambassador Hotel, the Metro convention terminated Thursday night
with a formal dinner dance on one of the
studio’s sound stages after five days of
business sessions and entertainment. Louis
B. Mayer, vice-president in charge of
Metro’s production, acted as host to the
scores of delegates who attended from all
parts of the country as well as abroad.
Various executives presented reports of
their departments’ progress during the past
year.

BOXOFFICE
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May

Upset

Precedent

This policy of steering clear of the story
may, however, be upset if negotiations now
being carried on by John Barrymore and
Elaine Barrie Barrymore with Grand National come to a successful conclusion. A
deal is being worked out whereby Barrymore and his “Ariel” will have leading
roles in the English stage play, “The Royal
Box,” which would be adapted to the
screen as “The Royal Lovers” — an announcement indicating that, should an
agreement be reached, GN will be first to
break the ice and attempt to capitalize
through the boxoffice on the WindsorSimpson romance.
Hollywood, marvelling at producers’
avoidance of the subject up till this time,
in direct opposition to the trend toward
going to current headlines for story material, believes the answer lies in reports
that the policy was established by preagreement among the major studios, which
felt that filmization of the subject would
give rise to protests in England which
would possibly upset the already perilously
wavering British market. Neither representatives from the Hays office nor individual producers could or would confirm
the rumors, but it is thought highly probable that they have steered clear because
of an unanimous decision that a SimpsonWindsor picture would be nothing but bad
business.
Independents

Lack

Financial

Backing

Independent producers, not bound by
such agreements and not as worried over
foreign markets and the possibility of incurring British displeasure, have kept
hands off chiefly, it is believed, because of
the lack of sufficient financial backing to
do justice to the treatment.
Should the present Barrymore-Grand
National deal for the production of a film
which has marked resemblances to the
royal romance be clinched, Hollywood dopesters aver, the major producers will watch
the film’s reception closely before deciding to follow suit.

Hepburn Returns
After a six-month

road tour with the

stage play, “Jane Eyre,” Katharine Hepburn has returned to Hollywood and reported to RKO Radio to begin preparations for her next picture, “Stage Door.”
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Grand National, Universal
Prepare for Conventions
Numbers two and three on Hollywood’s
unprecedented schedule of national sales
conventions to be held here by the major
motion picture production companies are
to get underway early next week when the
sales and distribution forces of Grand
National and Universal were due to check
in May

16 and 17 respectively
bassador Hotel.

at the Am-

GN Anniversary
Sixty sales delegates and 20 production
executives are to attend the GN conclave
— marking

the first anniversary

of the com-

pany’s organization— which is scheduled
for a four- day session of business and entertainment.
Fifty district managers and resident exchange managers and ten home office
sales executives and officers were to arrive
by special train May 16, with whom midwestern delegates, who joined the train en
route to the coast, and San Francisco,
Portland and Seattle representatives will
make up the 80 GN employes attending the
conferences. Edward L. Alperson, GN president, and Edward Peskay, vice-president
in charge of distribution, are handling arrangements, assisted by Sol Edwards, eastern district sales manager, and James
Winn, in charge of sales in the west. Other
convention plans are being handled by Edward Finney, producer and advertising director. Among home office executives to
attend are Timothy Murphy, treasurer;
W. J. Neary, comptroller; Ann Rosenthal,
legal advisor; Winn and Edwards; Stanley Hatch, contract manager; Saul Krugman, sales executive; Mel Hulling, division
sales manager; Alfred Crown, sales representative for the Latin- American countries;
Jack Barnstyn, vice-president and foreign
managing director; Edward Ugast, assistant foreign manager, and Harry J. Allen,
Canadian distribution supervisor.
Among

entertainment

planned

will be a

tour of the GN lot and a banquet following closing business sessions of the convention. The opening conference will be highlighted by the naming of winners in the
current competitive sales drive, which was
to end officially May 15. Several branch
managers will, as a result of the drive,
be given district manager promotions. The
GN program of 65 pictures to be made
during 1937-39 will be discussed.
Universal

Opens

May

17

A comparable program is being arranged
by Universal, opening its convention at the
Ambassador Hotel a day later — May 17 —
with delegates from the east joining representatives from other parts of the country being transported here via special train.
Preparations for the accommodation of the
visiting sales forces are being handled by
Joe Weil, exploitation director, aided by
Marc Lachman, studio publicity and advertising chief. J. R. Grainger is en route
to the coast and was expected to arrive
late this week to put the final okay on
convention plans, during which the forth-
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Jeanette MacDonald
Wins SAG Honor
Despite

the fact that it ivas, at the

coming

scripting

program,

as

Prepare

Groundwork for the RKO Radio convention is being laid here by A. A. Schubart,
manager of exchange operations, and Barret McCormick, advertising and publicity
chief from the home office, who have set
the conferences to open June 16 at the
Ambassador Hotel. The sessions will be a
six-day affair, with district and branch
managers, exchange salesmen and home
office executives slated to participate. Plans
for the Republic, Paramount and Gaumont
British confabs, all of which will be held
in Hollywood, are still in the sketchy stage.

TERMER

poser, to a new

TO

long-term

Stothart,
contract.

“Circus

the plaintiff

at Monogram,

Lady.”

tracts for installation of Western Electric’s
Mirrophonic sound reproducing systems in
all its houses.
Immediate installations will be made in
the following spots; Central, Diamond and
Fairfax, Oakland; State, Auburn; State,
Monterey; Merced, Merced; El Camino,
San Rafael; California, Petaluma; Capitol,
Sacramento, and the Uptown, Alexandria,
Harding and Irving, San Francisco.
Installations for the remainder of the
houses are being shipped from Chicago.
In addition
the Rodgers,
at

Corning,

to the circuit’s installations,
independently owned house
has

also

signed

for

Mirro-

phonic.

CAGNEY SIGNS FOR
TWO MORE WITH GN
Completely blasting rumors that his
Grand National association was to be terminated— rumors which were dealt their first
blow when he signed to appear in 'Victor
Schertzinger’s production of “Something
to Sing About” — James Cagney this week
signed an agreement to star in two pictures for next season’s release, following
completion of his current assignment on
the Schertzinger musical.

ASTOR

IN “HURRICANE"

Mary Astor draws a leading role in Samuel Goldwyn’s “The Hurricane,” being directed by John Ford from the novel by
Charles Nordhoff and James Norman Hall.

STOTHART

Herbert

on assignment

Northern California’s Golden Gate circuit, operating more than 70 theatres in
the San Francisco district, has signed con-

Ambassador Hotel. Twentieth Century-Fox
employes will be brought to the coast via
the usual chartered train. The confab will
last four days.

has signed

purchased

W. E. SOUND TO OVER
70 IN GOLDEN STATE

to help plan and attend the convention, which opens May 31, also at the

LONG

Pictures

To add to the complications,
is at present

and GN will be 20th Century-Fox, whose
studio representative in New York, Joseph
Moskowitz, arrived in the film city this
week to confer with Joseph M. Schenck,
Darryl Zanuck and William Goetz, and will

Metro

Monogram

“Lady” title to “Circus Girl” despite Miss
Orth’s alleged refusal to permit them the
use of the title.

Five other major companies which have
set Hollywood as the locale of their annual
sales meets are rushing preparations for
the event. Next in line following Universal

Others

Lady.”

a magazine story titled “Circus Lady,”
which caused Republic to switch its

well as the presentation of awards and promotions to members of the sales force, will
highlight the business sessions.

remain

a film made

According to Miss Orth’s complaint,
which asks $10,000 in damages from the
studio, she submitted a book written by

reads, when

Horizon.”

production

Girl” on

Monogram Has “Circus Lady”
Further confusion arose, the complaint

SAG gave supporting player
to H. B. Warner for his work

Universal

of the title “Circus
by that company.

cf a film titled “Circus

Council, which, through BOXOFFICE, presented her with a plague
and voted her Metro film the Blue
Ribbon winner as the best picture
released during March.

“Lost

superior court here this week against Republic for the allegedly unauthorized use

she refused to do. Republic is subsequently alleged to have announced production

in “Maytime.”
Miss MacDonald had previously
been honored by the National Screen

in Columbia's

A confusion in production titles caused
Marion Orth, screen writer, to file suit in

her and published in England, titled “Circus Girl,” to Republic as possible screen
fare. Then, she asserts, the studio rejected the book, but requested permission
to use the name. This, Miss Orth declares,

time, going through one of the busiest periods in its history, having entered into and successfully concluding negotiations for recognition by
the major motion picture producers
in the face of threatened strikes and
other unrest, the Screen Actors Guild
this week found time to vote Jeanette
MacDonald the Guild monthly award
for top acting honors for March. Her
award came as the result of her work

The
honors

TITLE MIXUP BRINGS
SUIT UPON REPUBLIC

com-

Miss
was

Astor’s last assignment

with Goldwyn

in “Dodsworth.”
BOXOFFICE

:; May

15, 1937.

Larry Crabbe will participate in the
Junior Chamber of Commerce’s national
aquatic show to be held in the Olympic
pool, Exposition Park, June 5 and• 6. He
k
will compete in several match race events.

Grady Sutton has returned from a vacation at his home, St. Petersburg, Fla.,
and starts work on a film assignment
shortly.
k

Ensenada, Mex., has been the scene of
late spring vacations for many film folk —
among them Mr. and Mrs. Frank Borzage,
the Lew Borzages, Mr. and Mrs. Stuart
Erwin, the Dan Dankers, Joan Bennett, Mr.
and Mrs. Cedric Gibbons, Mr. and Mrs.
Edivard G. Robinson and others.
★

★

Metro’s story editor, Edwin Knopf, has
reached Copenhagen, Denmark, in his
search for screen material.
Hollywood is bracing itself for the musical battle to take place May 23 at the
Pan-Pacific Auditorium, when Jimmy Dorsey, Victor Young, Georgie Stoll, Harry
Owens, Ted Fio-Rito and Glenn Gray will
swing their respective bands through a

Herman Selgrath, Metro’s prop department foreman, is vacationing for two weeks
in northern California, while Leon Raab,
arranger in the music department, is
spending a week in Yosemite.

“Jam

Session.” The event is being sponsored by Bing Crosby as a benefit for Joe
Sullivan, his favorite accompanist, who is
seriously ill in the east. Martha Raye,
Dorothy Lamour, Ella Logan, Johnny Mercer and Crosby will give vocal aid.
★

*

Mrs. Charles Grapewin underwent a major operation this week at the Hollywood
Hospital.
k

Paul Palmentola, Grand National art director, and Leona Julian, Los Angeles nonprofessional, have been married for two
weeks, they disclosed, with the ceremony
taking place in the Hollywood Chapel. The
couple will honeymoon in Mexico when

Grand National Producer Zion Myers,
whose latest picture is the Stuart Erwin starring vehicle, “Small Town Boy,”
which Grand National will release this

Palmentola’s
completed.

spring. Myers’ next picture will be
“Honolulu Honeymoon.”

current film assignment

is

Seventy members of the Chicago Association of Commerce were guests of Louis
B. Mayer at Metro this week, with Byron
C. Hanna, president of the Los Angeles
Chamber of Commerce, assisting in introducing the visitors at a luncheon in the
studio commissary.
*

k

Bruce Cabot arrived in Hollywood late
last week to begin work on a film assignment.
★

William LeBaron returned to his Paraern trip.mount desk early this week after a north-

*

Hugo Butler, Metro writer, and Jean
Rouverol, actress, were married late last
week at a private church wedding.

k

Maurice Conn is journeying to New York
for franchise and distribution plans.
k

k

A1 Hall plans a two-month vacation in
London and Paris when he has completed
his current directorial chore for Paramount.
*

B. P. Schulberg is home from the Cedars
of Lebanon Hospital, where he underwent
a minor operation.
k

Among the visitors at Paramount this
week was Rudolf Priml, noted composer,
who dropped in to see Andre Kostelanetz,
conductor and arranger, working on the
lot. Friml was a guest of Boris Morros,
head of the studio music department.
*

Edward E. Muhl, head of Universal’s
legal department, eloped to Yuma to wed
Laidyne Hughes, secretary to Bill Peirce
at that studio, last week.
k

The Masquers Club’s sixth seidel night,
which was held last week, found Victor
Moore as seidel master. Frank McHugh,
Charlie Chase, Frank Morgan and Alan
Mowbray were among the guest entertainers.
George Balanchine, ballet master, has
arrived in Hollywood to start work on an
assignment for Samuel Goldwyn.
:: May

Sonja Henie’s father, Wilhelm Henie,
died this week after a week’s illness, with
death attributed to a blood clot on the
lung. He is survived by his daughter and
widow, Mrs. Selma Henie.
Harry M. Warner arrived in Hollywood
this week to attend producer -labor conferences in regard to the current strike in
the studios, and to visit his daughter,
Doris LeRoy, recovering in the Cedars of
Lebanon Hospital after an appendix operation.
k

Following several months vacation with
her mother in Sweden, Anna Q. Nilsson
was expected to return to Hollywood late
this week.
*
Benny Baker enjoyed a belated birthday party this week when his wife planned
a small celebration. Guest included Eddie
Rubin, Nick Lukats and Ralph Malone.
k

Beulah Bondi left for Chicago, Denver
and New York this week on a vacation
jaunt.

k

BOXOFnCE

Ralph Wheelwright, assistant to Howard
Strickling in Metro’s publicity department,
leaves this week on a four-week vacation.
He will motor to New York.

15, 1937.

Jonkeer Dr. H. M. Van Haersma, envoy extraordinary and minister plenipotentiary to the Queen of the Netherlands, was guested by Louis B. Mayer
in the Metro vice-president’s executive
bungalow this week. The envoy was accompanied by his wife and daughter, and
joined a party including Mrs. Roberta Lawson, president of the general federation
of women’s clubs, and Dr. Rufus von KleinSmid, president of the University of Southern California.
k

Ray

McCarey has wound up his directorial chore and will vacation at Del Monte.
k

His hand injured during the filming of
a fight scene, Brian Donlevy has been
laid up in Cedars of Lebanon Hospital
for a few days, as an infection set in.
His condition is not serious, according to
Dr. C. L. Gaulden, attending physician.
★
Prior to the departure of Robert J. Engler, Erpi recording engineer, for England,
he was tendered a farewell luncheon this
week by his associates, at the Hollywood
Athletic Club. He will assume the duties
of recording engineer for the company in
London, joining William Back, Western
Electric executive, there.

★

k

Peter Arno, illustrator and cartoonist,
pulled into Hollywood this week to report
for a film assignment.

Andre Kostelanetz left for New York
early this week after completing a picture
assignment.
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20TH-FOX JOINS THE
MUSICAL PARADE
Not to be outdone in the matter of
scheduling a yearly musical extravagance,
20th Century-Fox joins Paramount, Metro,
RKO Radio and the other majors by announcing that its 1936 production, “Pigskin Parade,” will be followed this year by
■'Pigskin Parade of 1937.”
Production, under Harold Wilson, starts
June 15, with George Marshall directing.
Karl Tunberg and Don Ettlinger wrote the
original.

PARAMOUNT UNIT TO
SINGAPORE MAY 20
Paramount’s jungle
pore and points north
leave Hollywood May
liott, director; Colin

safari into Singato film “Booloo” will
20, with Clyde ElTapley, Paramount

player, and Wilfred Deming, Elliott’s assistant, leading a camera and technical
crew. They will be gone six months.
Carl Berger will be in charge of camera.
An all-native cast, with Tapley the only
white man, will be assembled when the
party reaches the jungle country.

Draws Worth
"Windjammer"
draws the feminine

Constance

lead in “Windjammer,” opposite George
O’Brien, in the Condor picture to be released by RKO Radio, to whom the Australian actress is under contract. Ewing
Scott will direct, with William Hall, Gavin
Gordon, Jerry Frank and Ben Hendricks
also in the cast.

Paramount Signs Two
Broadway production of “The Amazing
Doctor Clitterhouse,” to a two-picture contract. She reports in Hollywood on conclusion of the run of the New York show.
The studio also has taken over the contract of John Payne, actor, from Emanuel
Cohen.

McCrea
Cast
in Joel
"Empire"
Paramount has
signed
McCrea for
the lead in “An Empire Is Born,” forthcoming Frank Lloyd production depicting
the history of transportation in the United
States, based in part on the founding and
growth of the Wells-Fargo company. McCrea joins Bob Burns in the cast.
TAGS

FOR

Columbia is launching ambitious plans
for a peak spring and summer production
schedule, headlined by Irene Dunne’s appearance in "The Awful Truth,” from the
stage play by Arthur Richman, which Leo
McCarey will direct.
The Dunne vehicle will be followed
closely by a new Grace Moore picture,
"The Sound of Your Voice,” on which
adaptation has been completed by Jane
Murfin. Another musical comedy is in the
preparatory stages under the guidance of
Oscar Hammerstein, who makes his debut
as a producer on the assignment.
"The Winning of the West,” an outdoor drama, will be Frances Marion’s initial production effort. Courtney Riley
Cooper is adapting.
The studio is also preparing for early
production of the George Kaufman-Moss
Hart Broadway play, “You Can’t Take It
With You.” Other vehicles on schedule
are "Grand Gesture,” by Alec Rakowe, a
musical comedy; “The Man Who Won the
War,” by Robert Buckner; “Chopin,” based
on the life of the composer, and “Cape of
Good Hope,” from the play by Ladislaus
Bus-Fekete.

EDDIE CLINE GETS
RKO'S "FALL GUYS"

Cline finished direction of “Easy Going,”
last co-starrer for the comic team, two
days ahead of schedule, bringing it in last
week.

Goldwyn Signs Truex
Ernest Truex, stage actor, has been
signed to a long term contract by Samuel
Goldwyn.
of Marco
which gets
will report

"FELLOW”

TO

SCRIPT

Barry Trivers will script “Behind
Mike” for Lou Brock at Universal.
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He goes into “The Adventures
Polo,” starring Gary Cooper,
into work shortly, and the actor
to the studio June 1.

ONE-PICTURE PACT TO BROOKS
Matt Brooks, radio scripter, has been
ticketed by David L. Loew on a one-picture agreement.
NEW

PACT

Alexander

draws

CASEY"
the production

assignment on the “Flash Casey” series
starring Eric Linden for Grand National.
Four films will be made for release next
season from the magazine stories by George
Harmon Cox, with the first, tentatively
titled “Here’s Flash Casey,” scheduled to
start shooting in June.
Alexander is also producing the
“Shadow” series, starring Rod La Rocque,
for GN.

"VIVACIOUS LADY"
TO WAIT 4 MONTHS
James Stewart’s prolonged illness has
caused RKO Radio to postpone production
for four months on “Vivacious Lady,” in
which the actor was to appear opposite
Ginger Rogers.
Meanwhile “Stage Door,” co-starring Miss
Rogers and Katharine Hepburn, has been
advanced on the schedule, as has been “A
Damsel in Distress,” Fred Astaire’s solo
starring vehicle. George Stevens, who had
the directorial assignment on “Vivacious
Lady,” will direct “Damsel.” Both pictures
are due to start within three weeks.

Eighth and last of the current season’s
Tex Ritter musical westerns being produced for' Grand National by Edward Finney will be “Frontier Town,” which goes
into work June 5. Finney is planning a
new series of Ritter pictures for the 193738 program.

Bud Barsky to GN
Bud Barsky, who last week terminated
his associate producer agreement with
Warners, has been signed by Grand National to produce the series of Wallaby Jim
stories, starring George Houston. First in
the series of four will be “Wallaby Jim
of the Islands,” going into production within a month for GN’s 1937-38 program.

Distributes Astor Film
“Rendezvous in the Alps,” an Astor production made in England with Anthony
Bushnell and Jane Baxter, will be distributed in the United States by Grand National, according to the deal just closed by
Edward Peskay, GN vice-president in
charge of distribution.
MONOGRAM

rently on loan to Metro, directing “Broadway Melody of 1937.”

STORY
vehicle

the

DEL RUTH

Twentieth Century-Fox has given Roy
Del Ruth a new directing pact. He is cur-

Warner

TRIVERS

GN'S "FLASH
Max

Tex Ritter's Eighth

P. J. Wolfson will produce “The Happy
Fellow,” comedy starring Miriam Hopkins,
as his initial production effort for RKO
Radio.
BARRY

ASSIGNED

ANDERSON

Edward Anderson, novelist, has been
signed to a screen-writing contract by
B. P. Schulberg. Anderson goes to work
on an original story.
WOLFSON

"The Awful Truth"
Tops Columhia List

"Fall Guys,” the next Wheeler and
Woolsey starrer at RKO Radio, will be directed by Eddie Cline, with production
scheduled to start June 14.

Paramount has signed Muriel Hutchinson, English stage actress currently in the

SCHULBERG

ALEXANDER

STORY

ADVISOR

20TH-FOX

EXTENDS

FOWLEY

Twentieth Century-Fox has extended
Douglasother year.
Fowley’s acting contract for an-

BUYS

has purchased "This Woman
Is
gerous,” an original by the late Donn Byrne,
for Bette Davis and George Brent.

SIGNS

Monogram has added Ralph Bettinson
as a story advisor to check on story and
production details for the English market.

Danas a

"Love Runs into Money," an original by Erwin
Gelsey, has been purchased by B. P. Zeldman for
Grand National production next season.

FRANCES

DRAKE

TO

COLUMBIA

Frances Drake has signed a term deal
with Columbia. She had just settled her
contract with 20th Century-Fox.
BOXOFnCE
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ITO TAKES NEDTBAl STRIKE STAffl)
Labor Unrest and
Taxes Hurt Takes
San

Francisco

—

Morgan

Walsh,

vice-

president and general manager of the Redwood Theatres, comprising 22 theatres in
widely scattered spots in northern California returned this week from a swing
around his circuit to report business
“slightly off” as compared with this same
period last year.
However, the business thus affected,
Walsh said, is not confined to theatres
only, but also generally to practically all
lines of business- activity in California’s
northern “hinterland.”
Visited

12 Towns

Walsh, who is president of the Northern
California Independent Theatre Owners
Ass’n, visited his theatres in Marysville,
Yuba City, Woodland, Modesto, Oakland,
Dinuba, Ukiah, Portuna, Fort Bragg, Eureka, Areata and Vacaville.
Business leaders as a whole, in the territory visited, Walsh said, attributed the decline first to taxes, and secondly to labor
unrest.
During the past year, Walsh said, business was fairly good, but taxes for that
period are now due and it comes at a time
of decline. Federal income taxes, reai
estate taxes, state income taxes and local
municipal and county taxes are falling due
at an inconvenient moment for most business men. This coupled with labor disturbances, principally strikes among agricultural and cannery workers, has combined to affect boxoffice receipts.

ENDORSEMENT DENIED
PETTENGILL MEASURE
San

Francisco

—

Endorsement

of

the

Neely-Pettengill bill by the San Francisco
district of the California Federation of
Women’s Clubs was defeated after heated
debate during the recent district convention here.
Representatives of several thousand
Northern California clubwomen voted finally to refer the measure back to individual clubs for further study, with the
probability that the subject will not again
be raised until next year’s convention.
Major point made by those opposing the
endorsement was that the bill, in its present form, differed materially from the original draft endorsed some time back by
the state federation.

Mann
San

at Coronation

Francisco — George

Mann,

head

May

15, 1937.

Up Admissions
Oakland

of

— Following

the

lead

of

San Francisco theatres a few weeks
ago, all eastbay theatres are planning a general increase in admission
prices.
The theatres, some 65 in number,
are in Oakland, Berkeley, Alameda
and immediate suburbs. First-runs
playi an increase of admission prices
amounting to 15 cents above the current prices. Second-runs and neighborhood houses in general plan an
increase of five cents. The new scale
is to be effective May 16, following
a series of conferences of exhibitors.
There will be no general advertisements published annoujicing the increased price scale, but stories will
be released to the local press.

New Seattle Union
Elects Officers
Seattle,

Wash. — The newly formed

Film-

row union consisting of shippers, posters
clerks and inspectresses have elected their
officers. Phil Haberl of RKO was selected
to serve as president with “Dutch” Ti’ammel of United Artists as vice-president.
The office of business agent was voted to
Eddie Briggs of Universal while Ilda Ewing
was elected secretary-treasurer. Maude
Richards of UA and the officers comprise
the board of trustees. The job of sergeantat-arms was given to Morton Endert of
Grand National.
Union

Is Operator-Sponsored

Every exchange “back-end” was represented, making that part of Filmrow 100
per cent union. The group will have their
own charter which is now on its way from
Washington. Within the next few days a
meeting will be called to decide the salaries and other demands they will ask of
their employers. The operators and stage
hands unions are sponsoring the new
group.

GOLDEN STATE WILL
REMODEL SF UPTOWN
San

the Redwood Theatres, is in London attending the coronation. He is expected to
return here June 13 and will have been
gone on his European jaunt some four and
a half months.
POXOFnCE

Oakland Theatres Will

Francisco — Golden

State’s

ace

So. California Operators
Declare Position in
Picket Threat
Los Angeles — Prompted by the threat of
picketing of all theatres by the Federated
Motion Picture Crafts in that organization’s fight with producers, the Independent Theatre Owners of Southern California issued a statement of neutrality and
a plea that all independent theatres be
spared when and if the picket lines are
thrown into action.
“Inform

“Recognize

Conditions”

“We urge the strikers and the general
public to recognize these conditions and
appreciate the position of the independent
theatres. We are certain that they will
not purposely cause needless injury to the
‘innocent bystander’ in the regrettable controversy.”

T. L. TALLY TO OPEN
LA CRITERION HOUSE
Los Angeles — T. L. Tally’s Criterion
Theatre, only dark first-run house in
downtown Los Angeles, will be opened Friday, May 21, after being closed for over a
year. The house will operate as a deluxe
dual bill theatre on the same price scale
as the rest of the first-run houses. The
opening bill
will feature United Artists’
“Elephant
Boy.”
The house has been given a chorough
overhauling, including new signs, new
neon and a remodeled marquee. Tally
will operate the theatre himself. So far,
neither the Grand National nor the Gaumont-British frist-run deals, which have
been on the fire for the past few weeks,
have been consummated, although Tally
and exchange heads have been in session
almost daily.

su-

burban house, the 1,500-seat Uptown, will
be closed for two months this summer for
extensive remodeiing.
Plans are now being drawn which will
materially alter both interior and exterior
of the house. Joe Richards is manager of
the theatre.

Public”

Jack Berman, president of the ITO,
asked that the pubiic be made aware of
the effects such action would have on independently owned and operated theatres.
He said, “The producers positively and emphatically have no interest in the operation of any independent theatre in this
territory and therefore the Independent
theatre should not in any wise be affected
by this present controversy.
“Because of this, a boycott of independent theatres will not affect its purpose —
economic pressure against the producers.
In this instance, the innocent independent
theatres will be perhaps the sole sufferers.

San

Test WPA

Players

Francisco — Both

20th

Century-Fox

and Warner talent scouts have had their
eye on personalities of the WPA “Swing
Parade” troupe currently playing the Alcazar Theatre here, it appeared this week,
when nine players were given screen tests
by the major studios.

Film Industry in Grip of Newly
Revived and Popular Labor Cause
By

WALTER

BARUSCH

the industry here is beginning to be buffeted around like the two well-known orphans of the storm. And that’s not altogether figurative either. The labor movement in the last few months in this region
has suddenly bounded upward and outward, sweeping into every class of employes
until today it appears rapidly to be embracing almost the entire working population of San Francisco,
Tremendous

Union

Revival

Never in the history of the labor movement has there been such a tremendous
revival of union growth and union organizing, and of general union activity as has
marked the past several months. Those
familiar with the labor movement here
and who have viewed the situation calmly
from a detached perspective are astonished at the magnitude of this revival.
San Francisco a year ago had a total union
population of some 58,000. Today it is closer
to

100,000.

been
by

And

directly

and

the

theatre

most

industry

intricately

has

affected

this growth.

The revival dates back to the days of
the 1934 general strike in San Francisco.
Capital and labor were sharply divided.
Several men were shot, two killed by police in waterfront riots. The governor
called out the militia. Organized labor answered with the general strike, a strike
called over the heads of the old established labor leaders. But while the strike was
of short duration it left in its aftermath
the seeds of such a shake-up as organized
labor had never before experienced. In
the first place it taught union workers a
new sense of solidarity, a rank and file
control. Old leaders were kicked out, badly defeated. A new kind of leadership
emerged, leaders elected from the rank and
file.
Popular

Leaders

Typical of the new leadership was John
Shelley, elected president of the San Francisco Labor Council. Shelley, member of
the Bakery Wagon Drivers Union, had
studied law, passed the bar examination,
athletic, (he is well over six feet in height)
a naturally-gifted speaker with a continuingly smiling countenance. Today at the
age of 31 he is not only the most popular
man in the local labor movement, but the
most powerful. So great is his personal
popularity that in the opinion of many
astute politicians he could easily be elected
mayor were he but four years older, in accordance with San Francisco charter requirements.
While opposed to extreme radicalism
Shelley is fearless in his championship of
the labor movement. Under his regime
these are some of the startling things,
particularly vital to the local theatre in-
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to San

Thealre Picketing
Looms in SF

San Francisco — While the film industry
is having its labor troubles in Hollywood,

San

Office

strike, which

Film
Their
per
and

exchange
membership

employes
is said

or

are

to be

are

The
with
one

oc-

to 100

cent ol all film employes on the Row
a charter from the AFL is in process of

being

granted.

The

movement

to

organize

“front

of

such

a

union

the

membership

did

actually

running

well

get

started,

into

three

figures. Negotiations were begun with
principal exhibitors, but difficulties were
countered in obtaining a charter and
movement died aborning.

the
enthe

The ordinance against picketing by
striking union workers, which for 21 years,
was the law of San Francisco, was repealed as the result of a terrific election campaign directed by the San Francisco Labor
Council. How this can affect theatre operation in the event of labor disturbances
can vividly be imagined.
Hotel

Strike

Unite

tie up

in San

practically

Francisco,

ev-

is im-

Tieup

San

Francisco

Newspaper

Guild,

practically 100 per cent of the editorial employes, is today 400 strong and
of the powerful unions in San Francisco, though also one of the youngest. At

the Guild’s annual “Front Page Frolic” in
Scottish Rite auditorium, which was addressed briefly by Jack Shelley, more than
2.000 persons attended. It was reported
that
fair. over 5,000 tickets were sold to the af-

Another newspaper union is in the making . . . that of newspaper advertising solicitors. The groups have been holding
regular meetings and
ing their numbers.
CIO

the

house" employes is being revived. Meetings are being held regularly. Three years
ago

Employes

In the past few months department store
employes have formed a union and today,
4.000 strong, are drafting general demands
for improvement of working conditions.

organizing.
close

would

ery office building
minent.

not be officially drawn into any dispute. In that event, projectionists
and stage hands, it was said, would
not be reluctant to pass through
picketing lines.

occurred

Building

hotels and
dire possi-

engineers have demanded union recognition, increased wages and shorter hours.
The demands are being resisted and a

the idea. The crafts all have definite agreements effective and could

have

has still plentiful hotel accommodations, hotel employes have begun

Office Building Service Employes, composed of elevator operators, janitors and

This is the startling admittance today by leading exhibitors who had
received such information from the
south. Though declining to permit
the use of their names the exhibitors
were planning conferences shortly to
discuss the disturbing situation.
Heads of the theatrical crafts, ivhen
interviewed by Boxoffice, admittedly
aware of the situation, appeared to
be not in the least sympathetic with

which
curring now:

Francisco

negotiations with the class “B”
the situation is pregnant with
bilities.

San Francisco — Officials of the
viiliiant CIO group ivere due hi San
Francisco this week for the purpose
of organizing actual union picketing
operations against local theatres in
sympathy with the strike of film
crafts in Hollywood.

dustry,

fering as a result, but prospective visitors
Francisco are hesitating. While

and

are rapidly

AFL

increas-

Compete

Projectionists, stage hands and musicians will soon be negotiating for new agreements. However, on the surface there appears little likelihood of any strained relations between exhibitors and these crafts.
In

the meantime

San

Francisco

is be-

coming one of the big battle grounds between CIO organizers and the old AFL,
both sides putting on frantic campaigns
for the formation of new unions.
Whether this sudden boom in the revival
here of the labor movement will harm the
theatre industry or help it is a mooted
question. The “for” argument is that the
general increase in wages and improvement in working conditions will be re-

Sixteen of San Francisco’s major hotels
including such world-famous hosteleries
as the Palace Hotel, the St. Francis and
the Sir Francis Drake, are strike-bound
and are being picketed. Guests of these
hotels were among the most consistent
theatre patrons. The strike is now in its

flected in boxoffice receipts. The “against”
argument is that the increased wages and
shorter hours, if granted, will be too great
a strain on the profits of industry.

tenth

And in the meantime Mr. Exhibitor and
Mr. Distributor here continue to be the

day, as this article is written. Thousands of guests have practically all
“checked-out” because of lack of hotel service. Not only is theatre patronage suf-

It is something that has to be carefully
weighed and computed.

sad little orphans
now raging.

of the economic
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J^AROLD SHEFFIELD, who for the past
few years has been the manager of the
Butte branch for Sheffield Republic Pictures, has been transferred to the Portland
office in the same capacity. Change was
brought about by the resignation of Cecil
Fames who is going into partnership with
another organization. J. T. Sheffield is
president of Republic in the northwest and
has offices in Seattle, Portland, Denver,
Salt Lake and Butte.
In the issue of May 1 this column told
of the Winter Garden Theatre going to
remodel. In that article ownership was
credited to Joe Danz. This should have
read John Danz, who is president of the
Sterling chain of 18 houses. However the
Winter Garden has reopened with all its
new

trimmings making it one
est of downtown houses.

of the cozi-

Glenn Haviland has resigned as booker
with the Evergreen Theatres to accept a
berth with the Paramount exchange in
Portland. He will cover part of Oregon
as salesman. Before he left for Portland,
Prank Christy, head booker for Evergreen,
gave a banquet to which he invited all
bookers on Filmrow. A beautiful travel
trunk was presented to Glenn from the
Evergreen outfit and the Northwest Film
Club, where the banquet was held. Also
at this gathering Eddie Lawler was introduced. He will succeed Haviland. Those
attending were Lou Goldsmith, RKO; Bill
Eagle, Grand National; L. C. “Tommy”
Tomlinson, Republic; Bill Kostenbader,
Columbia; Guy Maxey, Warner Bros.;
Harold Hardin, United Artists; Don Hiatt,
M-G-M; Max Hadfield, Paramount; Grant
Lovegren, 20th Century-Fox, and L. A.
Samuelson of Universal. Hiatt, Hadfield
and Lovegren are assistant bookers and
represented their respective companies
owing to sickness and attendance at conventions of the bookers.
The Northwest Film Club gave a special
steak dinner for its members a few days
ago, then held a special meeting. It was
voted to keep the same entertainment committee for they have been doing a wonderful job. Plans are being made for the
amiual golf tourname7it to be followed
about a month later with the usual Filmrow picnic.
A1

Goldstein,

who

handles

Principal

Pictui’es in Seattle and Portland, wires
from Los Angeles that he will handle
Monogram in the northwest.
Many m this town, especially those m
the show business, were saddened by the
word that Harry L. Cort had died suddenly in New York. Cort was born in Seattle,
a son of the late John Cort, producer and
theatre owner, and was in business with
his father after his graduation from
school. He was 44 years old.
A new agreement between the Sterling
Chain Theatres Inc. and the Motion Picture Operators Union, Local 154, affecting
18 theatres, has been announced in effect.
Richard Crist, president of the union, said
the agreement provided wage increases of
from 10 to 40 per cent for the operators.
Martin

Steffin

of the

(Continued
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Los Angeles Emploges
Seek lATSE Charter
Los Angeles — The second step in the
drive by Los Angeles Filmrow back office
workers to affiliate with the lATSE and
secure a union wage scale and a 40 hour
week was taken last week at a secret meet-

Bob White Acquires
Yaeger in Portland
Portland — Bob White, well-known
theatre impresario, operatmg his ace
house

under his own name, the Thirteenth Avenue, announces the addition of the Yaeger Theatre to his

chain.
Extensive repairs will be made
this house to stimulate business
that section.

Los Angeles — Lou Halper, division manager for Warner theatres, has announced
managerial shifts affecting four theatres in
this area. Bill Hendricks, from the circuit’s
Memphis district, has been transferred to
the Pacific Coast to take over the management of the Granada, Santa Barbara, replacing Vic Rosen, who goes to Warner’s
Beverly Hills Theatre. Harry Schlinker,
formerly at the Beverly Hills, assumes control at the San Pedro, with Earl Cook,
formerly at the San Pedro, going to the
Huntington Park in place of J. Hale Cavanaugh, resigned. Dick Pritchard, former
Fox West Coast manager, will manage the
Warner Mission, Santa Barbara, when that
house opens later in the summer.

Warner Men Meet
New York — Six western exchanges sent
21 delegates to the Warner annual sales
10-13 at the Waldorf-

Those who attended include District
Manager N. H. Brower, headquartering in
Los Angeles; Branch Manager N. H.
Brower, headquartering in Los Angeles;
Branch Manager W. E. Callaway, Salesmen D. P. Webster, J. K, Burden, J. N.
Howland, A. S. Bailey, also of Los Angeles; Branch Manager Charles H. Muehlman. Salesmen W. C. Wheeler, A1 Grubstick, S. E. MacDonald from San Francisco; Branch Manager V. Stewart, Salesmen M. F. Keller, C. M. Craig from Portland; Branch Manager A1 Oxtoby, Sales
man C. W. Young from Seattle; Branch
Manager William F. Gordon, Salesmen M.
H. Gustaveson, Keith M. Pack from Salt
Lake City, and Branch Manager E. A.
Bell, Salesmen W. A. Haefliger,
son from Denver.
BURLESQUE

20th Century-Fox.
Enthusiastic

in
in

WARNER MOVES FIVE
MANAGERIAL POSTS

convention held May
Astoria here.

ing, when a petition for a class “B” charter was signed by over 100 persons representing all but one of the exchanges on
the Row. There were no petitioners from
Support

Although the lATSE
representative,
scheduled to appear, was unable to attend
because of studio strike activities, the assembly was enthusiastic in its support of
the planned demands for wage increases
and a 40-hour week. Details of the wage
and hour demands were left unsettled.
Next step in the unionization program
is to have the petition approved by the
lATSE council in Washington, D. C., a step
which is now under way. When the results
of the council’s checkup are available, a
second meeting will be called, officers and
a board of directors will be appointed and
formal demands for wage increases and
the 40-hour week will be prepared for presentation to the exchanges.
“Have Little to Fear”
Those attending were told that they
would have little to fear in the way of
strikes or walkouts, as the group was not
being formed for the purpose of jacking
wages up beyond a normal level, but merely to get Los Angeles Filmrow workers on
a wage scale equal to that in force in
other exchange centers.

MAP

THREE-WEEK RUN
FOR PLAY FESTIVAL

Denver — The sixth annual play festival
in the 59-year-old opera house at Central
City, Colo., is to be run three weeks this
year, beginning July 17. Plans are getting
well under way, what with the signing of
several contracts, and appointments made.
Richard

Aldrich

will produce

the show,

Ibsen’s “Doll House,” with Ruth Gordon,
signed as star. The male lead has not been
signed. Jed Harris will stage the show,
and sets and costumes will be handled by
Donald Oenslager, who did the same job
for “You Can’t Take it With You.”
Caroline Bancroft, socialite and writer,
will handle the publicity gratis. Justin W.
Brierly, Denver high school teacher, will
handle the business manager job.

R. P. Jami-

FOLDS

San Francisco — The local burlesquepictures situation has been radically altered by the unexpected closing of the
Rainbow Revue troupe at the Davies Theatre on Market St.

THEATRE

SEATS

UPHOLSTERED

Repairing a Specialty
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Mexicans Reported
J^EPUBLIC’S “Hit Parade” opened a
week’s first-run engagement at the
Loew’s State and Chinese Theatres, here,
Wednesday, May 12. Picture had top billing over 20th Century-Fox’s “Charlie Chan
at the Olympics.”

Backing Film Houses
Los

Angeles — It has been

reported

that

a
Jack Lamont has resigned as manager
of the Fox Egyptian Theatre, Long Beach,
where he will he replaced by Chester Bell,
from

the circuit’s Midwest theatres. Lamont will announce a new connection soon.

Among the visitors: Jake Dorner, Globe,
San Pedro; Bill Nagle, Pala, Escondido,
and Max Shapiro, Avalon, Wilmington.

Harry Seipel, of Fox West Coast’s Peninsula district, is holding top place in the circuit’s current Better Business Drive, although he is being pressed for top honors
by Dick Dickson, Will Stegge and Dick
Spier. San Francisco’s Fox Theatre is holding the lead in the Class A houses with Los
Angeles’ State and Chinese Theatres holding down the cellar positio7is. Topping
the Class B houses is the El Capitan, San

group of Mexican financiers are offering backing to exhibitors in Southern California for the erection of theatres in
towns with a strong Mexican population.
The plan is to use the houses as an outlet
for Spanish films, which the group produces, playing them on two of the three
weekly changes. American-made
will be used on the third change.

films

Ben

Aranda, exhibitor in Brawley, is reported to have accepted the backing and
is at present having plans drawn for the
construction of two houses, one at Brawley and another at Corona.
The same group is understood to have
launched the Mejico Theatre, San Diego,
sometime ago, on an experimental basis.
The idea was so successful that it was decided to expand. Bob Colline, Phoenix
exhibitor, has also been approached on

Artists

the proposition, but so far has made no decision in the matter.
The men behind the move control a large

P. G. Cameron has just purchased the
Brentwood Theatre, Sawtelle, from M. C.
Sinift, after the house had been under the

radio broadcasting station across the Mexican border and are understood to be planning to use native talent in a vaudeville
circuit to be booked into all the houses,
when and if a circuit is built.

Francisco, while Los Angeles’ United
Theatre leads the Class C Spots.

latter’s direction for the past two years.
Cameron, a former Texas exhibitor, was
more recently associated with Leo Fenton
in the Metro Theatre. Sinift leaves soon
for a short vacation, after which he will
announce new business affiliations.

NUMBER OF SKIING
SHORTS GOOD DRAW
Portland,

Mr. and Mrs. E. S. Calvi, operators of the
Plaza Theatre, Hawthorne, entertained a
few friends from Filmrow at a home cooked
raviola duiner, Thursday evenmg. May 6.
Clayton Wright has been appointed manager of the Colony Theatre, Hollywood, replacing Bob Wells, who resigned. Harry
Rackin’s Western States
is now handling bookings
The

local Grand

just received

Theatres Service
for the Colony.

National

exchange

has

several all color, Spajiish ver-

sions of “Devil on Horseback,” “Captain
Calamity” and “We’re in the Legion Now,
which are available to exhibitors in this
territory. Two more pictures, as yet untitled, are expected to arrive at the exchange
shortly, to be added to the list of Spaiiish
pictures.
Manager Emil Umann
of the newly
opened Regina Theatre pulled a neat
boner when he prepared copy for his
weekly programs recently. Asking patrons
if they would enjoy seeing some of the
film hits of past seasons and reminding
them all they had to do was ask for their
old-time favorite, he listed a bunch of pictures to refresh their memories. Last of
the “old time hits” listed on the program
was Metro’s “Romeo and Juliet” which
has not played first run here, yet.
Bill Fitzhenry, who resigned last week
as short subjects booker at RKO, assumed
his new duties this week, with Harry
Rackin’s Western States Theatres Service.
Fitzhenry will book shorts for Rackin.

50

Ore. — Kenneth

Hartung,

man-

ager of the State Theatre here, hit upon
a rather unusual angle to sell seats in his
popular suburban houses. Knowing that
the Mazamas and other mountain-climbing organizations were much interested in
skiing pictures, he gathered up a half
dozen

shorts from various exchanges, including Education, 20th-Pox, RKO
and
others and ran them in conjunction with
his feature, thus saving a second feature

and bringing out the various out-door
clubs individually and collectively. He will
undoubtedly repeat this at the same time
next year.

FAIRBANKS JUNIOR
SIGNS FOR ANOTHER
Hollywood — Douglas

signed to make
Selznick upon

Fairbanks

jr

Q.OV. TELLER Ammons is being made
the target for protests on his signing
the service tax bill, which would provide
among other things a two per cent tax on
amusements, with no exemption. Harry
Huffman, city manager for Fox, pointed
out to the governor that it would cost
more to collect and keep track of the tax
than it would amount to. During rush
hours extra cashiers would be needed, and
in some houses this would mean building
extra

boxoffices.

another film for David O.
completion of his role in

Under the terms of the contract, Fairbanks will be free to make films for Criterion in London.

SF Palmer Will Reopen
been

Francisco

Golden

—

State

The

Palmer

suburban

also pro-

Both

members

of the firm

of Graham

Bros. Theatre Equipment Co. have just returned from extensive trips through the
territory. Harry made the southern part,
while Joe covered the northern. Both
boys report an unusual amount of modernization is being planned and done by theatre men throughout the Denver area.
The

Civic Theatres

have

made

the fol-

lowing changes in Denver: Herbert Thornbrough has been moved from manager of
the Egyption to the Granada. He is succeeded by Fred Eisle, who has been doing
promotion at the Gothic, across towli.
Jack Davis has resigned as manager of
the Granada to become a florist.
After

a

week

Fifi D’Orsay
for a week.

at the

went

Denver,

to the Tabor,

first-run,
third-run,

Ed Maple, of the Gem and Tivoli, had
his car stolen, but it was soon found by the
police, about 15 miles out . . . Bob Maple
has returned from a successful fishing trip
to Saratoga,

"Wyo.

The Victory Theatre has been notified
to move by July 1. The house is operated
by J . B. and son. Tommy Melton. A Denver department store wants to build on the
location. The Meltons also operate the
Center and the Colorado.
The Plaza is being made first- run as an
experiment. Dave Cockrill feels some of
the independents have pictures that will
stand
With

up

under

a 25-cent

top.

Westland Theatres building in Colorado Sprmgs, Footmayi Bros, have withdrawn their Liberty Theatre from Westland

partnership,
pendently.

and

will again

book

it inde-

Chas. Kreiling, who formerly operated
the old Majestic, is projectionist at the
Mission.
Burns Ellison, manager of the Federal
Theatre, has taken an indefinite leave of
absence. W . C. Lewellyn, of the America,
Colorado Springs, is now managing the
Federal.

former

are

has

Selznick’s “Prisoner of Zenda.” The picture marked Fairbanks’ first American
screen role in three years.

San

Doctors

testing, since it places a tax on their services, and they must collect it, is being
against the law to absorb it.

The America is closed for remodeling. Both are Publix houses.

Theatre,

house,

has

taken over by Irwin “Bud” Markowitz, who will reopen it immediately. “Bud”
is the son of M. L. Markowitz, well-known
local theatre operator, now handling the
Davies. Several thousand dollars have
been spent in remodeling. Admission will
be 20 cents.

SOUND TRAILERS FOR ALL
OCCASIONS ... IN STOCK OR
MADE TO YOUR ORDER
Finest Quality .
Guaranteed

BLACHE’
29,

Turk

. . Lowest Prices
Fast Service
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SEATTLE

Pay-Dae Enters

(Continued from page 49)
Tacoma announces the installation of new
sound and two new projectors.
Whitey Merwin in from Burlington . . .
Cecil and Mrs. Gwinn over from Centralia . . . Senior Mercy up from Yakima to
celebrate a birthday . . . A. G. Basil, South
Bend and Raymond exhibitor, lunching at
the Rendezvous . . . J. Frank of the International Projector Corp. in from the
east . . . A1 Oxtoby and Si Young to the
Warner convention in New York . . . Evelyn Oxtoby to her mother’s in Portland for
a few days.
L. O. Lukan lunching on the Row with
friends . . . Eddie and Mrs. Walton to Portland . . . Sid Tewksbury of the Portland
office of Republic is spending a month or
so in the Washington territory.
Rose Bashaw with Radio Pictures for a
number of years has resigned . . . A. G.
Peachia from Eatonville calling on the exchanges. . . J. T. Sheffield making a hurried trip to Butte . . . Clint Wineholt questioning the ability of a pin ball player . . .
C. Roy Czerny back from the eastern vacation. . . A. B. Lindsey of the Band Box
Theatre, Spokane, passing through on the
way back from the California vacation . . .
O. T. Taylor in from Aberdeen and Art
Hile from Hoquiam.
Mickey DeLeo of the Rose Theatre, Port
Townsend, spending a few days here . . .
Tommy Tomlinson sinking a 200-yard
drive. They thought the ball was lost but
they found it in the cup . . . Mrs. A.
Thompson of the Seeley Theatre, Pomeroy, just as charming as ever . . . Mickey
Carney of Enumclaw telling of his boy
coming along fine.
Jack Rosenberg down from Bellingham
and driving around the Row . . . L. J. McGinley looking over the to-be new Universal quarters and telling Guy Navarre how
the place is going to be changed around
. . . Russ Brown of the Orpheum, Spokane, sending over tear sheets on his serial
campaign . . . Bill Hamrick discussing
matters with Hal Daigler . . . Jerry Ross
making a flock of tieups . . . Jack Sampson putting on one of his swell campaigns
for “Hit Parade” . . . Credit assist for Jerry
Gibbon . . . Chuck Charles of the Everett
Roxy, getting a store window break with
a couple of live models doing the work.
Ted Kemper of the U. S. Motion Picture department off on one of his periodical trips to Alaska . . . Art Slater smokes
on an average of 65 cigars a week.

Francisco — Neon
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San

Francisco — A new

type of audience

game

will appear in the local theatre picture this month when Joe Meyer opens
the Isis, 350-seat house in the Mission district which he has completely remodeled
at a cost of several thousand dollars. The
game is “Spin-O,” which differs from other
wheel amusements in that the control is
electric, and a button and extension is carried through the aisles so that any patron
may control the spin

I^RS. ALICE STUCKLIN, operator of the
Majestic Theatre in Benicia, was a
Filmrow visitor this week.
Another visitor was John J. Hill, president of Hill Amusements Enterprises of
Los Angeles, caught looking up old friends
at Sajn Levin’s popular Cinema

Grill.

Jean Hersholt, caught in the hotel strike,
carried his own baggage seven flights down
to the lobby when he left town for Hollywood.
Chris Hansen is taking “End of the
World,” independent, on the road in Northern California.
Vivian Parker, cashier at the RKO
Golden Gate, May 10 celebrated her
ninth year with the theatre.
Teddy Courtriol, of Golden State’s office staff, is back at work after a skiiing
accident which kept her in a plaster cast
for several weeks.

and

dis-

J^OBERT W. SELIG, manager at Salt
Lake City for GB, is in Denver to take
charge of the office there. C. P. Rose, who
was here two years ago as manager of the
exchange, has again been appointed to
manage the local exchange.
Chas. Walker, chief here for Fox, is in
Denver with District Manager Herman
Wobber, working on a West Coast deal.
Gordon Thornberg, one of the managers
of the Salt Lake City Service Theatre Supply company, reports that Earl Steel reopens his Venice Theatre at Nephi, Utah,
this weekend. Thornberg and Hazen will
attend the opening, having installed the
new equipment and renovated the house.
In competition

Les Abbott, executive vice-president of
Monograph, Inc., of Chicago, was a San
Francisco visitor this week. Abbott is currently swinging around the Pacific Coast
circle contacting old and new users of the

of the Chicago Monogram convention: Credit for the biggest scoop of
the entire convention goes to George Blumenthal, San Francisco manager, who,
finding himself on the same train with
John Peters, Golden Gate Theatres executive, sold him the entire Monogram lineup before the train reached Chicago . . .
“Reactions of the Men in the Field” was
the subject of a talk by Ray Olmstead at
the Friday session.

to the picture houses is

the newly opened “State Fair Shows,” and
“Big Railroad Carnival” operating at West
Temple and Ninth South St. here. Coupons
are issued through local news-sheets, admitting persons to different rides.
Nino Martini, leading lyric tenor of the
Metropolitan Opera company and singing
star of the radio and motion pictures, sang
in Salt Lake City May 14.
Rick Ricketson, division manager for
Fox Intermountain Theatres, has closed the
Kit Carson Theatre at La Junta, Colo., and
the Plaza, at Las Vegas, N. M.

FIVE TO NEW POSTS
IN RKO OFFICE STIR
Los

Angeles — General

at RKO, as a result of
resignation, has brought
“Andy” Anderson, who
man as office manager, is

office shake-up
Norm Newman’s
the following:
succeeded Newreplaced as head

booker by John Smythe, from RKO’s Seattle office. Short subject booker’s spot,
formerly handled by William Pitzhenry,
who also resigned, has been taken over by
Howard Clark, upped from head shipper.
Nobel McTaggert, assistant shipper, replaces Clark and Richard Ettinger fills the
assistant shipper’s post. Newman was
guest of honor at a stag dinner, Thursday,
May 13, at the Elk’s Club, given him by the
Film Exchange club. About 150 members
were on hand to wish him well in his new
business venture in Chicago.

Harold Wilson, local press agent, is still
on the sick list.

Echoes

play lights for four Golden State houses
in this territory are being furnished by
the Q. R. S. Neon Corp., a national corporation growing increasingly active in the
local picture. The houses are the Milano,
San Francisco; the Uptown, shortly to be
closed for extensive remodeling, and the
two Golden State houses — the State in
Lodi and the State in Auburn.
BOXOFFICE

'"Spin-O"" Makes Bow

company’s projectors, which have registered heavy sales increases in this territory in
recent months.

Neon to Four
San

Los Angeles — Fred A. Standiford, owner
and originator of Pay-Dae, a business stimulator, has opened his national headquarters at 1951% So. Vermont, here. Standiford, formerly a Hollywood business man,
has been in Texas for the past several
years, where he supervised Pay-Dae in that
territory. Although the Los Angeles office
has only been open a few days, several
deals on Pay-Dae have already been closed,
the first at A1 Minor’s State Theatre,
Azusa.

BOEDER
San

RECONDITIONS

Francisco

—

Charles

SEATS
Rieger,

who

operates Rieger Theatre Upholstering here,
recently completed a reconditioning job
on 800 theatre seats for the Bayview, local
suburban house operated by Otto Roeder.
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TELEVISION LOWDOWN
IN ACADEMY REPORT

14 Censorship Measures
Fail; Three Are Pending
New
York — Fourteen motion picture
censorship measures have been defeated
in 12 states this year and only three additional censors bills are pending, it is
shown in a checkup by Boxoffice at New
York film industry scources this week.
The defeated bills would have created
state or municipal censor boards and,
among

other proposals, would have imposed or increased inspection fees of from
$2 to $30 per reel.
Illinois. Pennsylvania and Missouri are
the states where censorship measures are
still pending. Illinois has bills in both
senate and house, one providing for a $2
fee per

reel and the other $3. Pennsylvania’s proposal is for an amendment to
the censorship act, prohibiting scenes depicting murder, suicide and highway robbery. Missouri’s bill is for a censor board
for which the fee would be $5 per reel.
Indiana’s censorship bill to exempt
reels has been defeated.

news-

Iowa’s bill prohibiting all persons under
18 from seeing pictures in which characters are divorced has been defeated.
Kansas defeated a bill that would create
an office of state manager in charge of
a censor board.
Maryland

withdrew

a bill providing

name

of the judge approving film to appear on the screen instead of the stamp
of the censor board, and defeated another
reducing the age to 16 years of those
privileged to see adult pictures with parent or guardian.
Establishment of a board of censors in
St. Louis, Mo., that would charge a fee
of one cent per foot for inspection is pending, but the board of estimate has recommended that it be defeated.
Three

Fail

in Ohio

bills introduced in the
lature, the most drastic of any,
defeated. One would increase
fees from $3 to $30, and another
from $3 to $5. A bill to repeal
of newsreels was also defeated.

picture production will highlight the forthcoming report of the Academy Research
Council’s scientific committee,
Dreher’s chairmanship.

Ohio legishave been
censorship
raise them
censorship

Indep'nts May Reap
Benefits in Strike

trends
The
Lloyd

New York — Some of the so-called
hidependent film companies with

in Hollywood arid the generally unsettled studio labor situation as a

land, and R. J. Hanbury,
representative there.

boom.
labor strife disturbs production, the independents expect to
benefit from retarded shooting
schedules at the major studios. The
extent of this advantage, however,
will be in ratio to the duration of
the trouble.
The independents envision making
headway in exhibition markets which
heretofore have
virtually been
closed to them, especially in view

AVIATOR

New York — Harry
producer and former
for Paramount, died
the age of 44. Son of

L. Cort, theatrical
writer and director
here on May 6 at
the late John Cort,

founder of a chain of 200 legitimate theatres. Cort first entered the theatrical
business on the west coast. He spent two
years in Hollywood
Paramount, returning

52

under contract to
to New York in 1933.

Radio’s

technical
Y"
"SPangles
ADVISOR on ON

Hollywood — Work

Hans von Morhart, German aviator during the World War, and a member of the
German secret service during that period.
Germaine Aussey, French actress, George
Sanders, Peter Lorre, Gregory Ratoff and
Virginia Field have leading roles in the

of the prospect that theatres where
double featuring is strongly entrenched will continue the practice
as long as product
ture is available.

for a second

fea-

production of Marte McKenna’s story.
Samuel Engel will produce from the
screenplay by Philip Dunne.

SERIES OF REGIONAL
MEETS FOR IMPERIAL
New

York — Imperial

TECHNICAL

in the production of “Lancer Spy” at 20th
Century-Fox will be handled by Lieutenant

Pictures,

with

Lang— Walter
Will Lang
Directis

Hollywood
a

program of 37 films announced for 193738, will hold a series of regional sales
conventions for the company’s franchise
holders during July, E. J. Smith, general
sales manager, announced here this week.
The first meeting, for the eastern group,
will be at the Hotel Astor here July 3,
4 and 5. The midwest regional meeting
is scheduled for the Drake Hotel, Chicago,
July 10, 11 and 12 and the southern sales
meeting will be held at the St. Charles
Hotel, New Orleans, July 17, 18 and 19.
The final convention, for the west coast

will be English-made.

Harry L. Cort

RKO

EngUniHarEng-

If the

The state of Washington’s
bill has been defeated.

"Virginia defeated a bill that would
a fee of $3 or more per reel.

in sight-and-sound broadcasting.
survey was made by John Boyle,
Knechtel and William Hornbeck,

Academy technicians now working in
land, with the aid of F. S. Ditcham,
versal’s London representative; F. L.
ley, representing 20th Century-Fox in

headquarters here regard the Federated Motion Picture Crafts strike

group, will be held at the Palace Hotel,
San Francisco, July 24, 25 and 26.

West
impose

Carl

report will supplement the one issued in May, 1936, and will be aimed primarily to supply information to studio production executives, directors and industry
leaders who are unfamiliar with technical

Oklahoma defeated a proposal for a censor board that would charge a $2 fee for
each original and duplicate reel.
An ordinance for a censor board in Portland, Ore., has been withdrawn.
censorship

under

The

for

approval of pictures for adults only, defeated another that would provide for the

Three

Hollywood — Results of television development in England as they affect motion

Imperial’s production plans for 32 features to be made in Hollywood will be discussed at these meetings. The other five

GN Drive Ends May 15
Hollywood — Edward J. Peskay, vicepresident in charge of distribution for
Grand National, has notified all branch
offices that the current competitive sales
drive ends officially at midnight. May 15.
Winners will be named at the opening
business session of the first annual Grand
National sales convention. May 17, at the
Ambassador Hotel, Los Angeles. As a result of the drive, Peskay announces that
several branch managers will be promoted
to the position of district managers.

at 20th

Century-Fox to direct “Wife, Doctor and
Nurse,” starring Loretta Young, Warner
Baxter and Barbara Stanwyck. Lang did
the directorial chore for Darryl Zanuck
on “The Mighty Barnum,” one of Zanuck’s
first 20th Century films. “Wife, Doctor
and Nurse” is being scripted by Darrell
Ware from the original story by Kathryn
Scola.

Quartet by Rowland
Hollywood — Richard Rowland will produce four pictures for GN
under the
designation of “Stars and Stripes” series,
and is searching for two players for characterizations similar to Captain Flagg and
Sergeant

Quirt

RKO

in “What

Price Glory.”

Options Six

Hollywood — RKO

Radio

has

optioned

the contracts of actresses in “New Faces.”
Juanita Fields, Beatrice Schute, Cynthia
Westlake, Harriet Brandon and Mary
Louise Smith get the extensions.

Due From Samoa
Hollywood — Dorothy Reid and a crew
are due in May 17 from location trip to
Samoa,

during

which

they obtained

back-

ground shots for Monogram’s “Paradise
Isle.” The picture starts shooting May 25.
BOXOFFICE
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^7^lctutQ6

JOh

lltQ Aiakin^^
Ross,
Mary

MR. DODD
TAKES
THE
AIK (WB) — with Kenny
Baker, Eleanore Whitney, John Eldredge, Paul

Livingstone. Producer: Melville A. Shauer. Director: Robert Florey. Original: Bill Thomas,
Max Shane.

Regan. Producer: Mervyn LeRoy. Director: Alfred E. Green.
Original: Clarence Budington
Kelland.

13TH
MAN
(Mono) — with Grace Durkin. Milburn
Stone. Henry Otho, Selmer Jackson, John Dilson, Dan Wolheim, Eddie Gribbon, Arthur Van
Slyke, Eadie Adams,
Weldon
Heyburn,
Inez
Courtney. Producer: Lon Young. Director: William Nigh. Original: John Krafft.
WEDDING
DRESS
(M-G-M) — with Robert Montgomery, Rosalind Russell, Robert Benchley. Producer: Henry Rapf. Original: Helen Grace Carlisle. Screenplay: Marion Parsonnet.

PKOFESSIONAU
JUROR
(Col) — with Otto Kruger,
Douglas Montgomery, Thurston Hall, Jacqueline
Wells, Nana Bryant, Marc Lawrence, Guy Usher,
Harvey Clarke, Edward
Earle, Ted Oliver, Gene
Morgan, Stanley Fields, D'ick Elliot, Marc Strong.
Producer: Wallace MacDonald.
Director: John

THIS
WAY
PLEASE
(Para) — with Shirley
Buddy
Rogers, Fibber McGee
and Molly,

PREPARING
A

PKAYHii
rOK
are sons
(WB) — with Kay
Francis, Biiiy and
Bobby
Maucii.
Originai:
Hugh Waipoie.
AMSTEB
(RKO) — Original: Jacques Deval.
AN EMPIRE
IS BORN
(Para) — with Joel McCrea,
Bob Burns. Producer: Frank Lloyd.
BONANZA
(Para) — with Edward
Arnold, George
Bancroft, John Trent. Producer: B. P. Schulberg. Director: Richard Wallace.
BOOEOO
(Para).^with Colin Tapley. Producer:
Clyde E. Elliott. Original: Walter Post.
COMES
BACK,
THE
(Rep) — Original: Lucian Cary, Screenplay: Adele Buffington.
FRONTIER
TOWN
(GN) — with Tex Ritter. Producer: Edward L. Finney.

WINDJAMMER
(RKO) — with
George
O’Brien,
Constance Worth, William Hall. Paul Renay,
Jim Blane, Hymie Marks, Brandon Evans. Producer: George A. Hirliman.
Director: Ewing
Scott. Original: Ewing Scott. Screenplay: Dan
Jarrett, James Gruen.

DUKE

HIGHWAY
TO
HELL
(RKO) — Original: Helen
Vreeland. Hilda Vincent.
KELLY
AND
STONE
OF THE
MARINES
(GN) —
Producer: Richard A. Rowland.
LOVE
AND
HISSES
(20th-Fox) — with
Walter
Winchell, Ben Bernie. Producer: Kenneth Macgowan.
Original: Arthur Arthur. Screenplay:
Arthur Arthur, Curtis Kenyon jr.
LOVE
RUNS
INTO
MONEY
(GN) — Producer:
B. F. Zeldman. Original: Erwin Gelsey.
MR.

NICKLEBY
sits
nal: Alfred Prowitt.

DOWN

(20th-Fox)— Origi-

NOTHING
SACKED
(UA)— with Fredric March.
Carole Lombard.
Producer: David O. Selznick.
Director: William A. Wellman.
Original: Ben
Hecht.
SECOND

MRS. DRAPER
(Col) — with Gloria Swanson. Original: Noel Pierce.
SOMETHING
TO SING ABOUT
(GN)— with James
Cagney. Producer: Victor Schertzinger. Director: Victor Schertzinger.
Original: Victor
Schertzinger, Austin Parker.
THAT
WOMAN
IS DANGEROUS
(WB)— with
Bette Davis, George
Brent.
Original: Donn
Byrne.
TOO
MUCH
LIMELIGHT
( 20th-Fox)— with The
Jones Family. Producer: Max Golden. Director:
Frank
Strayer.
Screenplay: Robert
Chapin,
Karen de Wolf.
WHITE

phantom:
(Condor)— with Wally
Albright, Rex, King of Wild Horses. Producer:
George Hirliman. Director: Art Rosson. Screenplay: W. Scott Darling.

WIFE,
DOCTOR
AND
NURSE
(20th-Fox)— with
Loretta Young, Warner
Baxter, Barbara Stanwyck. Producer: Raymond
Griffith. Director:
Walter Lang. Original: Kathryn Scola, Darrell
Ware.
WHJ)

.VND WOOLLY
(20th-Fox) — with Jane Withers, Walter Brennan, Jackie Searl. Producer:
Stone. Director: Alfred Werker.
Screenplay: Lynn Root, Frank Fenton.
YES, MY
DARLING
DAUGHTER
(WB)
—
with
Olivia de Havilland.
John

YOUNG
MAN’S
Ken Murray,

FANCY
(Univ)— with Alice Faye.
Ella Logan, Larry Blake, Harry

Stockwell, Casper
ducer: Buddy G.

Reardon,
de Sylva.

Dave

Appelon.

Pro-

STARTING
ANYTHING
FOK
A
THRIFF
Frankie Darro, Kane Richmond,
Ann
Evers. Producer: Maurice

(Condor)— with
June Johnson,
Conn.
Screen-

play: Juan Mertz, Joseph O’Donnell.
ALCATRAZ
ISLAND
(WB)— with John Litel, Ann
Sheridan, Dick Purcell, Mary Maguire, William
.Hopper. Director: William McGann.
HURRICANE
(UA) — with John Hall, Dorothy Lamour, Mary
Astor, John
Carradine,, Spencer
Charters, Raymond
Massey, Barbara O’Neil, Jerome Cowan, Movita Castenada, Mamo
Clark.
Producer:
Samuel
Goldwyn.
Director: John
Ford. Original: James
Norman
Hall, Charles
Nordhoff.
LAW
FOR
TOMBSTONE
(Univ)— with
Buck
Jones. Producer: Buck Jones. Original: Charles
M. Martin. Screenplay: Frances Guihan.
LET’S TALK
OF LOVE
(Para) — with Ann Dvorak,
John Trent, Harry Beresford. Producer: B. P.
Schulberg. Director: Charles Vidor. Original:
James Edward
Grant. Screenplay: Frank Partos, George Bruce.
PERFECT
SPECIMEN
(WB) — with Errol Flynn,
Edward
Everett Horton, Donald
Meek. Dick
Foran. Producer: Harry Joe Brown.
Director:
Michael
Curtiz.
Original: Samuel
Hopkins
Adams.
Screenplay: Lawrence Reilly.
REPORTED
MISSING
(Univ) — with Robert Wilcox, Jean Rogers, William Gargan, Henry Hunter, Hobart Cavanaugh.
Producer: E. M. Asher.
Director: Milton Carruth.
S-26^ (WB) — with Pat O’Brien, George Brent,
Wayne Morris. Director: Lloyd Bacon. Original:
Frank Wead.

»

WELL ALONG
ARTISTS
AND
MODELS
(Para) — with Jack Benny,
Gail Patrick, Ida Lupino, Richard Arlen, Ben
Blue, Jerry Bergen, Cecil Cunningham,
Blanca
Vischer, Donald Meek, Nick Lukats, Elsa Connor, Virginia Brissac, Pat Moran, Jane Weir,
Hedda
Hopper, David
Newell, Ethel Clayton,
Katliryu Kay,
Jack
Doley. Producer: Lewis
Gensler. Director: Raoul Walsh.
BLACK
ACES
Univ) — with
Buck
Jones, Kay
1 inaker, Fred Mackaye, Robert Frazer, Arthur
Van Slyke. Producer: Buck Jones. Director: Les
Selander. Original: Stephen Payne. Screenplay:
Frances Guihan.
Bl.ACK
TORRENT
(Col) — with Jack Holt, Mae
Clarke, Joseph Crehan, Ray Walker, James Bush,
Harry Worth, Harold Huber.
Producer: Larry
Darmour.
Director: Ernest Schoedsack.
Original: Ralph Graves.
BORN
RECKLESS
(20th-Fox) — with Barton MacLane, Rochelle Hudson, Brian Donlevy, Chick
Chandler, William Pawley, Robert Kent, Pauline
Moore, Phyllis Brooks, Harry Carey. Producer:
Milton Field. Director: Malcolm
St. Clair.
Original: Jack Andrews.
CALIFORNIAN
(20th-Fox) — with Ricardo Cortez,
Katherine de Mille, Marjorie Weaver, Fred Kohler, Pierre Watkin, Helen Holmes, George Regas, Gene Reynolds, James
Finlayson, Steve
('lemento, Morgan Wallace, Maurice Black. Producer: Sol Lesser. Director: Gus Meins. Original: Harold Bell Wright.
Screenplay: Gilbert
Wright, Gordon Newell.
DEAD
END
(UA)— with Joel McCrea. Sylvia Sidney, Humphrey Bogart, Ward
Bond, Doris Nolan, Allen Jenkins, George Humbert.
Producer:
Samuel
Goldwyn.
Director: William
Wyler,
Screenplav: Lillian Heilman.
DOUBLE
OK NOTHING
(RKO) — with Bing Crosby, Martha Raye, Mary Carlisle, Benny Baker,
Samuel
Hinds, Alphonse
Berg. Ikaf Hytten,
Calgary
Brothers, J. Carrol Naish, William
Frawley, Andy
Devine, Fay
Holden, William
Henry, Walter Kingsford, Gilbert Emory, Jack
Peimick. Producer: Benjamin Glazer. Director:
J. Theodore Reed.
EBB
TIDE
(Para) — with Frances Farmer, Oscar
Homolka, Lloyd Nolan, Barry Fitzgerald. Producer: Lucien Hubbard.
Director: Henry Hathaway. Original: Robert Louis Stevenson, Lloyd
Osbourne.
FLASHING
SKATES
Col) — with Charles Quigley,
Rita Hayworth.
Ward
Bond. J. Farrell MacDonald, Max Hoffman
jr., John Gallaudet. Producer: Harry L. Decker.
Director: D. Ross
Lederman.
Original: J. Berton Cheney. Screenplay: Fred Niblo jr.. Grace Neville.
FIREFLY”
(M-G-M) — with
Jeanette MacDonald,
Allan Jones, Milton Watson. John Piccort, Douglass Dumbrille, Warren
William, Belle Mitchell,
Frank
Puglia, Corbett Morris, Boyd
Gilbert,
Jean Perry, Ed
Phillips, Rolfe Sedan, Mabel
Colcord, Eugene
Borden, Jack LaRue, Maurice
Cass, Peter DuRey.
Producer: Hunt Stromberg.
Director: Robert Z. Leonard.
FIRST
LADY
(WB) — with Kay
Francis, George
Brent, Walter Connolly, Victor Jory, Veree Teasdale, Louis Fazenda, Anita Louise, Lucille Gleason. Marjorie Gateson, Harry
Davenport.
Director: Harry Davenport.
Original: George S.
Kaufman.
Screenplay: Rowland Leign.
LAST
TRAIN
FROM
MADRID
(Para) — with Gail
Patrick, John Patterson, Anthony Quinn, Rollo
Lloyd, Otto Hoffman, Libby Taylor, Maurice Cass.
Producer: George Arthur. Director: A1 Santell.
Original: Paul Hervey Fox.
LET
ME
LIVE
(UA-Selznlck) — with
Fredric
March, Fay Wray, Gene Lockhart, Lionel Stander. Producer: E. Lloyd Sheldon.
Director:
William A. Wellman.
Original: Robert Carson.
Screenplay: John Lee Mahin,
MAKE
A WISH
(RKO) — with Bobby Breen, Basil
Rathbone, Henry Armetta, Lucy Ann
McLean,
Mary Etta Freese, Michael Breen, Ralph Forbes, Leon Errol, Leonid Kinsky. Producer: Sol
Lesser. Director: Kurt Neumann.

Braham.
Original: Harold Schumate.
Screenplay: Fred Niblo jr., Grace Neville.
RADIO
JAMBOREE
(WB)— with
Dick
Foran,
Jane Wyman.
Producer: Frank Mandell. Director: Bobby Connolly. Screenplay: George Bricker. Frank Mandell.
RIGHT
TO
KIUU,
THE
(Crescent) — with Tom
Keene, Robert Fiske, David Sharpe, John Merton, Lorraine Hayes. Screenplay: Bennett Cohen.
RHYTHM
IN THE
CUOUDS
(Rep) with Patricia
Ellis, Warren
Hull, David
Carlyle, Richard
Carle, Zeffe Tilbury, Betty Bronson, Ranny
Weeks, Richard Beach, Charles Judels, Suzanne
Kaaren, Esther Howard. Rolfe Sedan. Producer:
A1 Levoy. Director; John Auer.
SARATOGA
(M-G-M) — ^with Clark Gable, Jean
Harlow, Lionel Barrymore, Frank Morgan, Walter Pidgeon, Barbara
Bedford, Robert Keane,
Joe Bernard, Jonathan Hale, Walt Robbins, Una
Merkel, John Eldredge, Hattie McDaniel, Dickie
Jones,

Frank McGlynn, Howard
Hickmann.
Producer; Barnard Hyman.
Director; Jack Conway.

SUPER
SLEUTH
(RKO) — with Jack Oakie, Ann
Sothern, James Gleason Edgar Kennedy, Richard Lane, Gordon Jones, Joan Woodbury, Frank
Jenks, Bud
Jamison, Eduardo
Ciannelli, Alan
Bruce. Producer; Edward
Small. Director: Ben
Stoloff. Original; Harry
Segall. Screenplay:
Bertram Milhauser.
TAKE
THE
HEIR
(RKO) — with Guy Kibbee, Cora
Witherspoon, Gordon
Jones, Barbara
Pepper,
Paul Guilfoyle, Richard Lane, Frank M. Thomas,
Dorothy Moore, Dudley Clements, William Carson. Producer;
Maury
Cohen.
Director: Ed
Killy. Original: Thomas Ahern, Lawrence Pohle.
Screenplay; Arthur Herman.
THIS
BUSINESS
OF
LOVE
(Rep)— with Carol
Hughes, David
Carlyle, Pert Kelton, Warren
Hymer, Andrew
Tombes, Syd Saylor, Oscar and
Elmer.
Producer:
Colbert Clarke.
Director:
Ralph Staub.
THREE
ROOMS
IN
HEAVEN
(M-G-M)— with
Joan Crawford. Spencer Tracy. Producer: Joseph Mankiewicz. Director: Frank
Borzage.
Original: Katherine
rence Hazzard.

Brush.

Screenplay:

Law-

VARSITY
SHOW
(WB) — with Dick Powell, Frank
McHugh,
Fred Waring and his Pennsylvanians.
Keighley.
Ted Healy, Walter Catlett. Director: William
YOU’LL
BE
MARRIED
BY
NOON
(M-G-M) —
with Robert Young, Florence Rice, Tom
Kennedy, Warren Hymer, George Taylor, Jack Norton, Irene Franklin, Barnett Parker, June Clayworth, Jack Norton, Harry Tyler, Harry Burns.
Producer: Sam
Zimbalist. Director; Edwin
L.
Marin. Original: Harry Ruskin.

COMPLETED

FORLORN
RIVER
(Para) — with Larry Crabby.
June Martel, John Patterson. Lucien Littlefield.
Sid Saylor. Harvey
Stephens, Chester Conklin.
Barlowe Borland, Lew
Kelly, Raphael Bennet.
Director: Charles Barton. Origfinal: Zane Grey.
1 ('OVER
THE
WAR
(Univ) — with John Wayne,
Gwen
Gase, Don Barclay. Sam
Harris, Walter
Byron, Charles Brokaw,
James
Bush, Arthur
Aylesworth, Earl Hodgins, Olaf Hytton.
Producer: Trem Carr.
Director: Arthur
Lubin.
Screenplay: A1 Martin.
LIFE
OF EMILE
ZOLA
(WB) — with Paul Muni.
Josephine Hutchinson, Bonita Granville, Joseph
Schildkraut, Barton
MacLane,
Gloria Holden,
Harry Worth, Grant Mitchell. Montagu
Love,
Maurice Black, Robert Graves, Max Hoffman jr.,
Paul Everton, Gilbert Emery, Harry Davenport,
Ralph Dunn, Irving Pichel, Ben Weldon, Walter
Kingsford.
Producer: Henry Blanke. Director:
William
Dieterle.
LOVE
UNDER
FIRE
(20th-Fox) — with
Loretta
Young, Don ,Ameche, John
Carradine, Movita
Castenada, Joseph
Schildkraut, Katherine
de
Mille, Frances Drake, Walter Catlet, Sig RuMann, Borrah Minnevitch, Don Alvarado, Juan
Du. Val. George Regas, Harold Huber. E. E.
Clive, Warren Joan Torena. Producer: Nunnally
•Tohnson. Director: George Marshall. Original:
Walter
Hackett.
Screenplay: Gene
Fowler,
Erne.'^t Pascal.
SWEETHEART
OF THE
NAVY
(GN) — with Eric
Linden, Cecilia Parker, Roger Imhoff, William V.
Mong. Bernadine Hayes, Cully Richards, Benny
Burt, Reed Howes. Harry Bradley, Henry Roquemore. Producer: B. F. Zeidman. Director: Duncan Mansfield. Original: Garrett Graham,
Jay
Strauss. Screenplay: Carroll Graham.

of Adver

Our Hat Is Off to the Director

a Big Job on His Hands

tising for He Has

Producer

Sales Manager
He’s tough! Wants
Words roll past his
water
wants

oil a
duck's
Results! He

Coverage!
ears like
back.
wonts

a

minimum!

He

wants

his

or-

ganization's advertising to appear in a publication that carries with it the CONFIDENCE
OF
ITS READERS.
He's just one of
the many the Director of Advertising has to keep

These

He's cotd! Looks at everything
from a doltar and cents view-

He
the

road property paved lor his men.
Sates resistance broken down to

Exhibitor

Very

point. He seldom says "Yes."
often “No." He's hard to

understand, because when he's
satisfied he says nothing. It
seems he is in the right mood
when the PROFITS ROLL IN. The
Director

of

Advertising

knows

He

wants

SPECIAL,
picture

every

picture

yet he

is oversold.

all of his

own.

with

proper

the

sold

raises
He

as a

cain
has

Furnishing
data

if a

ideas,
him

through

the pages of the right trade publication is something ad heads
lave

tong

enjoyed.

that proper placement of advertising is a vital factor in keeping
his superior

in the pleasant

mood.

happy!

are just three of the many

problems

that face the

Director of Advertising. Yet with the proper knowledge
COVERAGE,

of

READER INTEREST and RESPECT EOR PUBLICATION, the Director of Advertising finds that these are

among his lesser difficulties, for he knows
HIS SOLUTION!
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NEW

HAMPSHIRE

AND

MAINE

HUB EXCHANGES AND UNION AGREE
Bridgeport — Further

action

on building

permits for construction of North Park
Ave. theatres by the Bailey interests in
New Haven and Arthur Blank, who planned
to lease to Lou Anger of Bridgeport, has
been held up by Mayor Jasper McLevy’s
questioning of the legal right of J. Petrosky, board chairman, to serve in the
granting of this type of permit. The matter will be aired in court, with considerable resultant delay.
The board had already granted a permit
to Blank and was considering the Bailey
application.

TAX AND CONVENTION
ARE
ALLIED'S TOPICS
Haven — Allied Theatres of Connec-

New

ticut discussed the 10 per cent amusement
tax bill, now before the state finance committee, and the coming Allied convention
in Milwaukee, at a regular meeting on
Tuesday. Joseph F. Reed presided.
Dr. J. B. Fishman, Joseph A. Davis and
Abe Fishman are among those contemplating attendance at the convention.

Attend Warner Meet
New

York — Present at the Warner annual sales convention held here at the
Waldorf-Astoria, May 10-13 were eight
delegates from the New England territory. Included were Branch Manager
Nat Burst; Salesmen J. B. Magann, William Horan, E. H. Warren, Benjamin
Abrams, Maurice P. Roche, from Boston;
Branch Manager John Pavone and Salesman M. T. Anderson from New Haven.

Segal Gets Imperial
Boston — Harry

Segal

has

obtained

the

Imperial Pictures franchise in New England. The Connecticut territory is included in the deal.
The action confirms persistent rumors
that the veteran film man, who resigned a
few days ago as local Grand National head,
would take such a step.

NEW

ENGLAND

EDITION

Is One

Wage

and Working Demands Settled Between
Majors and AFL

Gov. Cross Favors
10% Tax

BRIDGEPORT MAYOR
DELAYS TWO PERMITS

Hartford — In

a

newspaper

inter-

view, Gov. Wilbur L. Cross urged the
passing of amusements, cosmetics, tobacco and other taxes to provide sufficient new revenues to meet the
state’s needs, and obviate the necessity of interest and dividends taxes
or any form of income tax. The
amusements tax before the finance
committee is the 10 per cent admissions tax to theatres, sports arenas,
night clubs, etc., to be paid by the
patron. Connecticut exhibitors registered their opposition at the April
committee hearing. Rough estimates
of the income from the amusements
tax and other taxes place the former at the head of the list at
$1,500,000, with tobacco next in line
at $1,170,000.

MOTIOGRAPH BOOSTS
ERIC PETERSEN TO N. Y.
Boston — Eric

Petersen,

prominent

New

England film man, recently appointed eastern sales manager for Motiograph, was in
Boston last week to confer with the local
Motiograph agency, the Capitol Theatre
Supply Co. He has divided the Motiograph
territory with Les Abbott, recent national
sales manager who is now western sales
manager.
Eric Petersen, together with Mrs. Petersen, is planning a trip to Europe next
month during which he will establish Motiograph sales headquarters in the British
Isles and on the continent. Petersen, an
American citizen bom of Danish parentage,
was completing a technical education in
Kiel when the World War broke out and
was drafted into the German army in
which he was forced to fight throughout
the entire duration of the conflict. His exBeyond
leased.

periences are related in a biography, “Hell
the Horizon,” written in collaboration with Brad Angier, soon to be re-

of the Seven Sectional

Editions in Which BOXOFFICE Is Published Weekly. The
Other Six Editions Are: MIDEAST, CENTRAL, MIDWEST,
WESTERN, SOUTHERN, EASTERN.

u^||^

Boston — Major

AFL

union

distributors

of exchange

and

the new

employes

have

amicably settled wage and working demands, following a final conference in New
York between James Burke, union business manager, and distributor executives.
Both sides appear well satisfied by the
outcome of the extended discussions which
were launched soon after local Green leaders unionized shippers, inspectors, and poster clerks, already besieged by Lewis organizers. The1.schedule was made retroactive to May
Bookers

Organization

Next

Negotiations with National Screen Service were continuing at the end of the
week with every evidence that a friendly
understanding would be reached. Definite
understandings, too, are now being sought
with independent exchange owners.
Night cleaners have been approached
for the past few weeks. There is also talk
of bringing theatre managerial staffs into
line. Bookers, however, may next be organized.Working

Conditions

Improved

Final wages set for union employes:
Head shippers are to receive $38 weekly,
whereas

$55 was first asked. First assistant shippers are to get $28 per
week, while regular shippers are in the
$23 class. Head inspectors also receive
$23. Inspectresses are scaled at $20. Head
poster clerks are to draw $28 each week,
with their assistants collecting $23.
A forty-hour week is the rule. Double
pay goes in effect for overtime. Vacations
will run two weeks yearly.
Working conditions, which brought severe union criticism in some instances,
have generally improved about 90 per cent,
according to union leaders. All seems quiet
on this segment of the Eastern front.
Exchange Union Becomes Local 3
Boston — The Boston Film Exchange

Workers Union, Local 20450, is no more.
The organization, the third of its sort in
TSE. nation, has now become Local 3 BIAthe

BRAD ANGIER. New England Editor, 14 Piedmont St.,
Boston, Mass., Phone: Liberty 9305. GERTRUDE PEARSON, Suite 915, 42 church St., New Haven, Conn. C. A.
ROSSKAM, 106 Miller Ave., Providence, R. I.

Menace Is Seen in Growth
of Affiliated Interests
Boston — Arthui’ K. Howard, business
manager of the Independent Exhibitors,
Inc., has struck out against affiliated theatre expansion in a bulletin to members of
the Allied affiliate. “A serious danger to
independent interests is not only the reduction in their numbers and the increased
power acquired by the affiliated interests,”
Howard states, “but as serious is the fact
that the distributors, with a greater volume
of affiliated theatre contracts in, can force
independents to pay even more exorbitant
prices for film.”
"Since the credit market is easier, the
expanding process which the affiliated
theatres undertook prior to the depression
can now go on unimpeded unless the independent exhibitors who are still in business
decide to wake up and take an interest in
their future.”
Cites

England. “M. and P. Theatres Corp., a
Paramount partner, has taken over the
Bayside Theatre, Allerton; the State, East
Egleston, Roxbury; the FairHyde Park Theatres in Hyde
the Waltham, Waltham, are
West Newton and negotiating

for many other situations.” The Bayside,
State, Fairmount, and Egleston were formerly affiliated with Allied here.
Income From Affiliated Mounts
“The gross income for films from affiliated theatres prior to these acquisitions
was 28 per cent of the total in this territory.” the Allied leader states. “With continued expansion, this total may well reach
40 or even 50 per cent. If this should transpire, the distributors could afford to let
their salesmen go.
“Now is the time to look into the future.
Exhibitors should appreciate the fact that
eventual extinction faces independent operation unless they take immediate steps to
curb

the activities of the •trust’.”
Proposes Legislation
Declaring that Allied offers an adequate
solution but stressing the statement that
the problem can not be solved without
wholehearted cooperation, Howard proposes the so-called “legislative and legal
remedies” now being sponsored by the
Allied States Association.
Affiliated circuit heads here, although
declining to allow their names to be used
in direct statements, are inclined to minimize the Independent Exhibitors, Inc.,
prognostications, pointing out also that the
larger part of absorbed situations mentioned in the Allied article were purchased
from active Allied members who have been

closely
aims.
FRONT

in touch

with

PAGE

FOR
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the

organization’s

HINDENBURG

DID THIS EVER

the estate of Leo Viola, co-defendants
ivith Dave Magliora in the Rialto,
Windsor Locks, Bank Night case,
brought by the state last February,
were discharged in the superior court
of Hartford where the matter was

HAPPEN

TO YOU?
In Maine, theatremen have been known
to exchange potatoes for admissions, but
Mr. and Mrs. Albert Smith of the Colonial,
Walnut Beach, tell a brand new one. An
old woman on town relief approached them

brought on appeal. All three defendants ivere originally fined in the
town court, and Bank Night, which
Magliora ran with the proxy card

the other day with a long-time business
deal in which she offered to exchange a

system, stopped. Magliora’s appeal
will come up at the June term.

warranty deed to a piece of land in New
York for theatre admission three times a
week for the next three years. Old age

Loew Installs Cooling
Boston — Edward A. Berman, who recently came here from Chicago to open a
New England distribution and service
headquarters for the U. S. Air Conditioning
Co., has closed negotiations with E. M.
Loew for installation of the “Cold-Water”
Kooler-Aire in the independent circuit
owner’s new Winchester theatre.
Loew had to sink piles 65 feet to reach
a firm foundation. Water necessary for
the year-around air-conditioning process,
52 degrees, was located ten feet below the
surface, however. Installation in the 1,000seat spot will begin immediately, according
to E. A. Berman.

security meant assurance
would not be missed to

that the show
this fan. The

Smiths

are holding the deed for investigation, and what may be the first such
deal in history may soon be consummated.

Wants Date Drive
Boston — A new idea is being put forward by Lila Izen, Wholesale Film Service,
Inc., executive and film-district veteran.
Miss Izen advances the thought that it is
time for a date drive for smaller independent distributors. Everyone else has had
some sort of a drive, she avers.

BOSTON

PROJECTION
TALKS

•

It says
• Neglect me — and I will
jail you.
• Keep me in good repair
— and I will pay you
handsome dividends in
quality, troubleproof
performance.

ANSWER IT
^

We

guarantee

• The Factory - MethodRepair Shop is equipped to solve any projection problem.

•

REEL

New Haven — The Roger Sherman used
a front page reader ad in the Register for
its showing of the Hindenburg disaster
picture, on the day following the event.

56

Hartford — Dominick Alfano and
Howard S. Pease, administrator of

M. & P. Example

Howard declares that an excellent example of the trend may be found in New

Milton: the
mount and
Park; and
building in

Appellate Discharges
Bank Night Suit

112 Arlington Street

• Skilled machinists, supervised by P. Edward
Comi, will put the P of
precision, performance,
and permanence back
in your projection.
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WARNER
LESTER M. BRAGDON, operator at the
State Theatre and former president of
the Central Labor Union, was again elected
president of the union at a meeting May 5

New

A
the
for
was
AFL

to passing out the ducats for “Tcvarich”
and “Brother Rat” — he got his in pairs
while the others got singles.

Nat Furst, Boston branch manager, remained very much in the background. Said

representative, ar5 to organize lomeeting of motion
general help was

mass meeting, under the auspices of
Central Labor U?iio7i, was also called
Sunday evening when the Wagner Act
to be explained by Francis P. Fenton,
organizer.

he, “When you break into a new territory you’ve got to develop a new techJack

The

Boston bunch attending the Monogram convention at Chicago May 7-8:

Standing'. Leo Britton and Phil Sherman, salesmen. Seated'. Steve Broidy,
manager; Ben Welansky, president.

Has 'Three" Prints
Boston — Harry

Asher

now

has prints of

New cars along Filmrow: A Packard
owned by A. J. Moreau, branch manager
for M. & P.; an Olds, driven by Bill Benjamin, NS salesman.

“Three Legionnaires” in his 50 Piedmont
St. offices ready for bookings. The comedy feature has already played several
New England key spots. It stars such players as Robert Armstrong, Lyle Talbot, Fifi

The golfing bug has hit Portland with
Bill Benjamin, NS, Harry Botwick and Nate

D’Orsay, Donald Meek, and Man Mountain
Dean.
Besides heading Specialty Pictures, Inc.,
which is New England distributor for
“Three Legionnaires” and other General
Pictures releases, Harry Asher is also national president of Epilogues, Inc., as well
as New England sales manager for the
Theatre Trailer Corp. and for Ad-casters.
The later device projects a moving advertising message, for both day and night displays, up to 12 feet by 75 feet in size.

Press

of the State Theatre, its latest victims. Harry got in his one good shot on a
certain water hole, quite by accident his
opponents declare, but Harry still has the

20 cents. Sunday
Hays

play, mind

you. Henry

will verify that.

The creation of 4,000 jobs by lumber
and agriculture booms in Aroostook county for the coming summer was predicted
recently by informed sources at Presque
Isle. Major pulp-wood operators plan to
start operations employing 2,750 persons
early next month. Railroad ties and telegraph pole business is also expanding with
large contract orders already in hand. All
of which should be good news to theatre
operators whose business heretofore has
been controlled chiefly by the potato industry.

ENGLAND'S
MOSTNEW
MODERN
THEATRE
•

THE WINCHESTER
New E. M. Loew's
$200,000 House
has chosen

Van Doren Renovating
Waterbury,

Conn. — Frederick

Van

KOOLERAIRE
Engineering Co.
1300 Tremont Street
BOSTON

E. A. BERMAN
New

England

Repr.

U. S. Air
Conditioning Co.

Magann, Boston salesman, practically took his life in his hands when he
induced his colleagues to place bets on

nique.”
Harp
O’ Gold, one
his brother.

of the horses

owned

by

Ernie Warren made the trip from Boston by boat. He wanted to be exclusive.
He succeeded. He was the only member
of the contingent that got seasick.
Ben

Abrams of Boston got a special dispensation from Branch Manager Nat Furst
of Boston to get inebriated one day durmg
the conclave. But for some reason still
puzzling

the boys, he failed to take
vantage of it.

ad-

Bill Horan was voted the official “bouncer” of the Boston delegation. He chucked
the job when he discovered there wasn’t
anything to exercise his power over.
Maurice Roche stopped off at New Haven en route to the Waldorf. Said he wanted to deliver some parting admonitions
to some of the “sweeties”
since he covered Maine.

he has

missed

Johnny Pavone of New Haven, Mussolini’s gift to Warner, almost made the
headlines with a specially constructed sartorial effect.

Dor-

en, operator of the 680-seat Hamilton Theatre, will begin extensive renovation to his
house, estimated at $12,000. The work will
include a new boxoffice and lobby, interior
redecoration, new carpet, drapes and lighting fixtures, under the supervision of Mod-

COLD-WATER'^
58

activities of New

Mike Anderson, New Haven, didn’t get
away with a thing. That’s because Mrs.
Anderson was very much on the scene.
Mike did all right, though, when it came

The State Theatre scooped the town
with the first pictures of the Hindenburg
crash, flashed on the screen late Friday
night. May 7. On Thursday evening the
theatre used its PA system to bring the
news of the crash to the audience, through
a tieup ivith the Portland Press Herald, 20
minutes after the tragedy occurred.

held in Carpenters’ Hall last Tuesday
evening. A second meeting for operators
only followed on Thursday evening and
Friday.

York — Convention

England delegates to the Warner sales
meet held May 10 at the Waldorf-Astoria:

in Carpenter’s Hall.

John Gatelee, lATSE
rived in Portland May
cal theatre employes. A
picture operators and

SIDELIGHTS

Warner Club Event
New

Haven — The

annual

Warner

Club

dinner-dance was held at the Seven Gables
Inn on Saturday evening. Sid Wiener of
the theatre department was in charge.

Is cold water
your town?

available

in

If so, we have

information of special interest on the low cost,
economy

and efficiency of

our system.

KOOLER-AIRE
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BOTTOM
■J'HEODORE Fleisher of the Interstate circuit has seen his baby through a siege
of pneumonia . . . Hyman Rambach, owner of the Strand in Woburn, returned last
week from a trip to the coast . . . William
Lemere of Woodstock, Vermont, was in the
district last week.
Nathan Ross is set to join the Grand
National sales force, it is indicated. He
has been with GB . . . Charles Stern of
United Artists was in Boston last week . . .
Mrs. Zippy Goldman, wife of the Grand
National salesman, is looking over European travel folders with a view to going
abroad this summer.
Joe Cohen and others are working on
plans for the forthcoming Friars Club
golf tourney at the South Shore Country
Club, Tim O’Toole’s, Columbia manager,
favorite links . . . Nathan Goldstein, partner of the Western Massachusetts Theatres Corp., was in the Hub last week with
his family.
A bit of film money was placed on
Golden Thought when the horse ran the
other day at Narragansett. The racer is
owned by Frank Magann, Cambridge taxi
firm executive and brother of Jack Magann, Warner booker. The thought was
not so golden. The equine was an also
ran.
George and Mrs. Marked of the Hudson
Theatre in Hudson were in Boston during
most of last week . . . Marty Glazier, of the
Metropolitan publicity department, was
challenged this week to tennis and bowling
matches by Tito Guizar, radio star appearing on the stage of the house.
The Condos Brothers, dancers in "Wake
Up and Live,” were in Boston this week
. . . The son of Harry Zeitz, New Bedford
chain operator, has been ill with the
measles . . . William Sullivan, booker for
the Main and New Hampshire Theatres
and a handball enthusiast, pulled a tendon in his leg the other day.
James O’Brien has outfitted the Laurier
in Woonsocket and the Lafayette in Central Falls, both of Rhode Island, with approximately 550 chairs each . . . The K.
of P. Hall in Yarmouth, Me., has closed
for films.
Fred Sharby has taken over the Opera
House in Middlebury, Vt., former P. S.
Murray spot . . . John Donahue has been
transferred from the Criterion in Roxbury
to Central Square in Cambridge where he
is assistant to Manager Maurice Corkery.

The

Original Expenditure
is the Final Cost

When

you

invest

in a

VALLEN CURTAIN
CONTROL
AND TRACK
. . . for Vallen controls and tracks are guaranteed for a life-term of service. Completely automatic, the controls permit

instant

stopping, starting or reversing of the curtain
by the simple press of a button. The tracks,
being ball-bearing, assure

smooth,

worry-

free performance.

The Columbia Club is scheduled to hold
its next meeting Monday, May 17 . . .L.
Robertson has reopened the Town Hall in
Isleboro, Me., for motion pictures.

ECONOMIZE

Phillip Lavine, official of the Phil Smith
chain, was still confined to his home in
critical condition at the time of going to
press, but his condition was said to have
been improved. He has had a blood clot
behind one eye.

CAPITOL THEATRE SUPPLY COMPANY

A group of film district fishermen were
scheduled to leave the district Thursday
for a Sebago Lake session . . . Sam Wer( Continued on next page)
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nick, operator of the Wernick Theatre in
Chicopee Falls, was in Boston last week
for observation at the Lahy Clinic on
Commonwealth Avenue . . . Phil Maney,
serving the industry at James W. Brine
Co., was ill last week with the grippe.

JOSEPH

J^LONG about Maytime,
manager of the New
chalks

WE

BOSTON

Morris
Haven

anniversary

Joseph Rapolus of the Majestic in East
Hampton ivas one of the Church Street
visitors last week . . . Andrew Tegu has

Joseph,
branch,

with

Uni-

versal. This year it’s the twenty-third.
Three years ago 250 friends and associates
tendered him an enthusiastic and memor-

opened the 200-seat Tegu’s
Vt. It is a new situation.

able dinner at the Taft. This year they’ll
celebrate Morris Joseph Week, May 16-22
in the territory, and express their congratulations with bookings. And as for the

Sam Haas, former Columbia salesman,
will have his day in court at Dedham on
May 25, according to the present schedule.
He is suing for damages coincident with
an automobile accident.

twenty-fifth, says Morris, “I’m looking forward to inviting all my friends to a dinner when that milestone rolls around.”
Born in Prussia
Asked to start at the beginning, Morris
Joseph revealed that he was born in a
small town in Prussia, mentioning the
place but not the time. Fate pointed out
Connecticut soon after, for Joseph’s family came to Hartford, and he attended kindergarten there. Teachers report he was
a dapper little lad and showed an aptitude
for exchanges which netted him more marbles per piece of gum that any other kid
in the class could negotiate. This aptitude
later came to the front in the famous
"Foolish Wives” deal, which still elicited
plenty of comment at the twentieth anniversary dinner.
Made

New

Haven

Exchange

was

The

exchange was a pretty inconspicuous and unimportant affair. It

virtually a shipping point for film distribution in the surrounding territory.

Springfield, Mass,, was the important exchange center of that region. It had three
exchanges, the Mutual, the General and
Universal. Morris went to work in the
Universal exchange in Springfield on May
20. 1912. It was his far-sightedness and
perspicacity which closed up Springfield
as an exchange center and made New
Haven the only exchange point between
Boston and New York. Joseph told the
General Sales Manager in New York that
New Haven was the most advantageous
point from which to sell. The change was
made, and he was established in New
Haven, He soon found the little offices
there too cramped and established quarters at 229 Meadow St, From that time on
Meadow St, became Filmrow in New Haven, and every distributing company is
now represented there.
Longest

in Continuous

Service

The Dean of Filmrow, Joseph is the only
man in New Haven who can look back on
23 years of continuous selling of films and
growing prestige. Several other exchange
managers in New Haven worked under
him at one time or another and benefited
by his guidance, experience and business
acumen. He sees the depression as defi-
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trade

other

differences, and holds if a rapprochement is reached soon on labor difficulties, preferred playing time and a few
“difficulties”

must

be smoothed

out,

"I get sentimental now and then,” says
Joseph, “when I think of some of the very
bad periods that I experienced along with
others, but on this twenty-third anniversary I can definitely feel that dark clouds
usually do have

their silver linings,”

Steve Broidy, Leo C. Brittoji, Ben Welansky, and Philip Sherman have been
attending the Monogram convention . . .
Peter Latchis, Northern New England
chain opera.tor, was in Boston on business
last week.

EDWARD

SAFRENE

WILL SHOW

FILMS

Boston — Edward “Tex” Safrene has taken over Horticultural Hall in Manchesterby-the-Sea for operation as a motion picture theatre. The house has been closed,
insofar as films have been concerned, for
the past few years.
ly operated it.

A. S. Wonsen

former-

Center

Just 23 years ago, Joseph found himself
back in Connecticut, after having moved
from Hartford to New York, This time it
was New Haven. Prior to that, in 1912,
Benjamin Salvini established the first Universal exchange in New Haven. It was
on the second floor of the old Poll Theatre
building.

nitely a thing of the past, with a 25 to 35
per cent increase in business during the
past year, and the building and improvement activity in the territory a healthy
sign of even greater prosperity. He believes the 10 per cent cancellation clause
a real step forward in the ironing out of

at Morrisville,

Columbia

Reports Net

New York — Columbia Pictures Corp. and
subsidiaries for the quarter ended March
27, 1937, shows a net profit of $559,583
after depreciation, amortization, federal
income taxes, etc,, equivalent, after dividend requirements on $2.75 preferred stock,
to $1.61 on 316,358 no-par
outstanding.

common

shares

For the nine months ended March 27,
last, dividends amounted to $3,27 a share
cn common.

More

Redecorating

Fairfield, Conn. — With the completion
tion of Dixwell and Lawrence redecoration
in New Haven, the Fishman circuit will begin reseating and redecorating activities at
the

Community, Seating has been increased from 800 to 1,000 by enlargement
of the balcony. A new neonized silhouette
type marquee will also be installed.
JOE

EUGENE

FATALLY

STRICKEN

Boston — Joe Eugene, formerly projectionist for A1 Somerby and lately at the
Shubert with Columbia’s “Lost Horizon,”
is dead. The cause of his death is believed to have resulted indirectly from a
sneeze which broke a blood vessel, causing
a hemorrhage.
years standing.
BANK

NIGHT

He was

a veteran

NOW

of many

NEW
RETURNS

TO

PLAINFIELD

Plainfield, Conn. — John Barnett will
reinstall Bank Night in the Lily Theatre,
beginning May 16.

BOOKING

ENGLAND

HARRY
50 Piedmont

DISTRIBUTION

ASHER

Street
HANcock 6387
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J^AIN topics of conversation last week
were the proposed 10 per cent state
amusements tax and AFL activity toward
unionization of ushers, doormen, cashiers,
etc. Allied Theatres of Connecticut met to
discuss what to do further about the former. lATSE officers here claimed two New
Haven meetings on the latter.
For Hartford, lATSE reports application
for a class B charter under the stage employes’ union, with 100 of the 140 eligible
‘‘front of the theatre” people already signed up.
A promised conference of union and distributor executives in New York on the
exchange employes’ wage scale for New
Haven on May 7 did not materialize, and
the meeting was tentatively moved to the
following week . . . Bob Hoffman, Edward
Fitzgerald and Homer Downing scheduled
to be on hand.
Attendance at the Warner Club annual
dinner-dance at the Gables exceeded 350.
The sudden wave of summer weather
last week crippled matinee business . . .
The excellently-attended K. of C. circus
at the Arena and the Horse Show which
followed also affected theatre attendance.
7. Levine of Grand national off for the
coast this week . . . Ben Simon leaving a
week ahead to stop off at San Jose for a
visit with parents . . . Erie Wright, Sam
Germaine and Morris Weinstein to join
him on the coast . . . John Pavone and
Michael Anderson the only local Warner
delegates to the convention in New York.

WOULD BUILD NEW
SO. PORTLAND HOUSE
Portland,

The annual symposium by all school
film study groups in the city scheduled for
May 19 at the Paramount Theatre, 9:45
a. m. ‘‘Alibi Racket” will be the picture
discussed. An unannounced representative
of the Hays office will also speak. Last
year’s symposium produced some remarkable student papers, especially on technical
angles of the film studied.
Hannah Ginsberg, secretary to John Pavone, back at the Warner office after a
ten weeks’ advance

on account of illness.

Add theatre improvements:
at the Paramount.

New

carpets

Business for the first quarter of 1937 is
generally conceded to be 25 per cent better
than the first quarter of 1936 . . . The season looks good for summer theatres. The
first spell of sunshine brought a mad
scramble for shore cottages.
The author of ‘‘Box Office,” a new threeact play to have a K. of C .-sponsored presentation May 18, is Benn Martin, alias
Ben Cohen, College Theatre manager. The
cast includes James Milne, WELI manager, Stuart Aggett, Sid Goluboff and Don
Abies of the WELI players, Muriel Salomon, Yale drama student who recently won
a Columbia screen test, and other prominent Yale and city talent.
BOXOFFICE

:; May

by a

local

group are underway to secure a permit to
build a new 640-seat theatre at Davis St.
and Cottage Road, Meeting House Hill,
South Portland. The Seville, a small house
operated by Russell Mack at Knightville,
is the only theatre in the South PortlandCape Elizabeth section.
Plans call for construction to begin within a few days if the permit is granted. The
house will be called the Cape Theatre.

Council Elects
New

Haven — New

Haven

Council

Timely Stage Show
New

Haven — In

coronation

spirit, Lou

Schaefer of the Paramount Theatre booked
“King’s Scandals,” stage show, for the
week of May 13, with “Girl Overboard” on
the screen. Schaefer arranged a “King’s
Scandals Night” at the Hotel Taft Grille
the night before the opening, with headliners from the show appearing, as well as
a radio broadcast on WELI.

Two Under Kalmenson
York

—

Boston

and

New

Haven

Warner
New

exchanges come under the supervision of Ben Kalmenson, new eastern district manager who also will oversee the
York, Albany and Buffalo branches.
LARRY

HERMAN

Boston — Larry

IS HONORED

Herman,

booker

for the

Snider circuit, was the guest of honor at
a well-attended bachelor dinner at the
Georgian Room of the Statler this week.
Ralph Snider was in charge of the affair.
E. J. BOLAND
Boston — E. J. Boland

JATSE and MPO are out to organize
“front of house” employes in Rhode Island theatres into a Class B local affiliated with the AFL. Some time ago CIO
organizers anounced intentions of signing
up all types of theatre workers, from managers on down, to take in the entire state
down to Westerly. Little more was heard
about this till last week, when the AFL
union

delegates announced their intentions. Then CIO representatives claimed
they had already started such a union
hereabouts and had 40 members signed up.
What the outcome will be remains to be
seen.

of The-

atre Patrons held its final meeting and
election Monday and heard addresses by
Robert Buckner, New York dramatist; Dr.
Mark A. May of Yale, retiring as president
of the Council; Alfred F. Mayhew, assistant superintendent of schools; Timothy E.
Curran, Junior Council of Film Patrons
adviser, and Jack Schaefer, editor of Theatre News.

New

Maurice Bailey reports city plans to
widen Blake St. are the only holdup to
proceeding at once with construction of
the Westville Theatre.

Me. — Negotiations

DIES
died last week

in

Saco, Me. He was formerly architect for
A1 Black, theatre operator, before Publix
absorbed his holdings. Boland was operating the Mutual in Saco at the time of his
death. Black is now in the oil business.

Loew’s State is holding over ‘‘A Star Is
Born” for a second week.
Howard Burkhardt, manager of the
State, left town May 8 for a business trip
to his home in Baltimore for a few days.
Assistant Manager Harry Rose is in charge
in his absence with Vaughn O’Neil, who
used to be chief of staff at the State but of
late assistant manager at the State in
act as Rose’s
down to gets
Boston, coming
assistant
until Burkhardt
back.

J. Franks, formerly at E. M. Loew’s
Gaiety, Boston, has been appointed resimanager of the Loew circuit’s Colodent
in Newport.
nial
The Lieberman interests of Boston are
rumored to be holding on to their lease
of the Modern, although the house has
been dark for several weeks.
While several Rhode Island theatre managers sounded the Mothers Day motif in
their ads for Sunday, with the RKO-Albee
faWhistler’s
paintinginof its
having mousanwork oil
displayed
lobby, the
Stanzler’s went a step further and, through
a tieup loith a local florist in Wakefield,
gave every mother attending the Community Theatre in that town. Sunday, a rose.
Harry “Buck” Owens, western film actor,
and his wife, Rita Ty-Bell, trapeze artist,
who ran into contract trouble with Hagenbeck-Wallace circus while playing here in
1934, leading to court action, won a verdict in the supreme court here May 8 which
upheld the $4,000 superior court award
given the couple in February, 1935. During
that trial judge and jury visited Fays Theatre one morning to see privately films in
which Owens was a featured player.

LILA IZEN says:
Everybody else has had his day

OUT
A HOW
DATE AB
DRIVE
FOR THE LITTLE INDEPENDENTS?

Wholesome Film Service, Inc. •
48 Melrose Street

HANcock

g
.*

*
■
■

Century Pictures m
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As a service to readers of BOXOFFICE, this page provides a ready source of information
on products and services which have been filed for reference with The MODERN THEATRE INFORMATION BUREAU. Information on the following subjects may be secured by
sending in the coupon. Use the key numbers. If data on subjects other than those listed
is wanted, just state your requirements. We will endeavor to see that you are supplied
with details promptly.
DECORATIONS

ADVERTISING

MT558
MT559

and FURNISHING

MT5(10
MT481
MT482
MT483
MT484
MT485
MT486
MT487
MT488
MT489
MT490
MT491
MT492
MT493
MT494
MT495
MT496
MT497
MT498
MT499

Main signs and marquees
Signs, Neon
Signs, structural glass
Signs, travel word
Attraction boards
Letters, attraction board
Letters, changeable silhouette
Price signs, l)oxoffice
Display frames
Poster lights
Poster projectors
Cut-out machines
Time schedule clocks, electric
Monogrammed
mats, rubber
Slides, advertising
Slides, announcement
Sound truck P. A. systems
Transformers, Neon
Ladders, safety

AIR CONDITIONING
MT505

Air

MT506
MT507
MT508
MT509
MT510
MT511
MT512
MT513
MT514
MT515
MT516
MT517

Heating systems
Refrigeration
Air washers
Blowers
Air circulators
Fans, exhaust
Grilles and registers
Temperature control devices
Air conditioning accessories
Motors, multi-speed fan
Motors, constant speed
Air filters

conditioning

MT520
MT521
MT522
MT523
MT524
MT525
MT526
MT527
MT528
MT529
MT530
MT531
MT532
MT533
MT534
MT535
MT53fi
MT537
MT538

Architectural service
Decorating service
Seating service
Theatre chairs
Chair covers
Theatre carpets
Carpet padding
Rubber matting
Furniture, lounge
Wall tiles, interior
Fabrics, decorating
Brass railings
Rope railings
Metal, ornamental
Mirrors
Luminous colors
Ticket booths
Directional signs
Exit boxes

MT539
MT540
MT541
MT542
MT543

Curtain controls
Curtain tracks
Curtains, fireproof
Fountains, drinking
Fountains, ornamental

MT5f)l
MT5fi2
MTr>G3
MT3I)4

MT570
MT571
MT572

The MODERN
Room

individual

MAINTENANCE

MT578
MTS 79

Matting, rubber
Paint, screen

MT581
MT582
MT583
MT584
MT585
MT58G
MT587

0 Paint, plastic
Paint, aluminum
Polish, metal
Polish, furniture
Fireproofing compounds
Fire extinguishers
Ladders, safety
Uniforms,

staff

LIGHTING
MT550
MT551
MT.352

Fixtures, lighting
Colored lamps
Lumiline lamps

MT553
MTR.34
MT555
MT556
MT557

Candle flame lamps
Floodlight lamps
Spotlight lamiia
Sign lamps
Dimmers

WANT ISN'T LISTED, ASK
UNDER “REMARKS"

THEATRE

plants,

FOR

PROJECTION
MT591
MT592
MT593

IT BY NAME

MT608
MT609
MT610

section of BOXOFFICE

334 — 332 S. Michigan Ave.

MT611

5-15-37

MT612
MTG13
MTG14
MT615
MT616
MT617
MT618
MTG19
MTG20

Please obtain for me free descriptive literature on the following
items: (List Key Numbers Below).

MT621
MT622
MT623
MTG24
MTG25
MTG2G
MT627
MT628
MT629
MTG30
MTG31
MT632

Remarks:

Name

Projectors,
Projectors,

complete
standard

'

Bulbs, rectifier
Rheostats, projection
Motor-generators
I.enses, projection
I.enses, condenser
Current changers
Mirror reflectors
Carbons, projector
Carbon savers
Reels
Reel alarms
Rewinders, automatic
Change-over devices
Slide, projection
Lamps,
spot
Take-ups,
filmand flood
Film

safety

controls

Fire prevention devices
Fire shutters, porthole
Film scales
Film scrapers
Film splicers

62

sound

Film

,

I

Disinfectants
Deodorant blocks
Insecticides
Disseminators

MTG47
MTG48
MT649
MTG50
MTG51

Air purifiers, ozone
Air perfumes
Air sprays
Soap dispensers
Soaps, liquid

MT652
MTG53
MT654
MT655

Hand driers, electric
Chewing gum solvents
Rubber link matting
Exhaust fans

MT661
MTG62
MT663

Sound systems,
Sound heads
Amplifiers

MT664
MTGG5
MTGG6

Pre-amplifiers
Speakers
Rectifiers

MTGG7
MT668
MTG69
MTG70
MT671
MTG72

Condensers
Photo-electric cells
Tubes, amplifier
Tubes, rectifier
Exciter lamps
Raffles, horn

MTG73

Lens

MTG74
MTG75
MTG76
MTG77
MTG78

Puitlic address systems
Microphones
Microphone stands
Hearing aid systems
Acoustical materials

SOUND

Film
Film
Effect

complete

assemblies,

STAGE

sound

EQUIPMENT

MT685
MT()86

Screens, moving
Lighting, stage

MT687
MTG88

Curtain
Curtain

MTG89
MT(i90

Stage
Stage

MT691
MT692
MTfi93

Scenery, stage
Footlights
Switchboards

picture

controls
tracks

draperies
rigging

STRUCTURAL

MATERIALS

MT700
MT701
MT702
MT703
MT704

Structural glasses
Insulation materials
Acoustical materials
Fibre boards
Fronts, glass

MT705
MT706

Fronts,
Fronts,

MT707
MT708
MT709

Fronts, stainless steel
Toilet partitions, metal
Flooring, asphalt tile

vitreous enamel
porcelain enamel

cleaners

cabinets
cabinet stands
projectors

SANITATION

MTG41
MTG42

MT643
MTG44
MT645
MTG4G

Air gun (cleaner)
Tool kits

Theatre
Slate

with

Projectors, semi-portable
MT594
MTS 9 5 Projector pedestals
Projector parts
MT59() Lamps, suprex type
MTS 9 7
Lamps, reflector arc
MT598
Lamps, high intensity
MT599
Lamps, incandescent projection
Arc regulators
MTGOO
Arc controls
MTfiOl
MTG02
Control panels
MTG03
Rectifiers, copper-oxide
Rectifiers, tube type
MTG04
MTG05
MTGOG
MTG07

Chicago, III.

City

units

MT57r)
MT577

MT58

USE THIS COUPON
YOU

lighting

Chair fastening cement
Chair refinishing materials
Upholstering materials
Seat patching kits
Seat decking materials
Floor surfacing materials
Carpet cleaning systems
Floor waxes

MT574
MT575

plants — com-

violet

Lighting

■MT573

plete

IF WHAT

Ultra

Silhouette letter mounting
Flashed opal glass
Pot metal opal glass
Fuses, indicator type
Fuses, cartridge

Cleaning compounds
Cleaners, vacuum

MISCELLANEOUS
MT715

Accounting

MT716
MT717
MT718
MT719

Change makers
Safes, boxoffice
Tickets
Ticket choppers

MT720
MT721
MT722

Ticket issuing machines
Ticket registers
Ticket holders

MT723
MT724

systems

Pop corn machines
Uniforms, staff
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ARBITRARY ASSESSMENT DOWNED
Mich. Censorship
Bill Is Introduced
Lansing,

Mich. — With

only

a

few

weeks

left to the present legislative session here,
a bill providing for state censorship of motion pictures has been introduced into the
legislature by Representative Joseph P.
Martin of Detroit. Martin claims the
backing of the Legion of Decency and
Knights of Columbus for his bill.
The bill would provide for a board of
censors of five members, who would preview every film to be shown in the state.
Their salaries would be paid, it is understood, out of the fees paid by the distributing companies for the work of the
censors. As introduced, the bill provides
for previewing of films both in Lansing
and Detroit.
New

Building

Rules

Bill

The industry has begun a concerted
fight against the bill and there is little
likelihood of its passage. Aiding in the
fight against it are H. M. Richey of Allied,
Butterfield Theatres and United Detroit
Theatres.
Another bill introduced here this week
is one providing that all theatres built
hereafter must have concrete floors, concrete stairways and all-steel or concrete
fire escapes.

Monogram
Detroit — Monogram

Is Host
Pictures

will be of-

ficially opened in Michigan Monday when
S. K. Decker, Bill Hurlbut and Jack Saxe
are hosts to exhibitors at the open house
of the new company. The reception will
be held in the exchange quarters on the
fifth floor of the film exchange building.
"HIT PARADE"

INTO DETROIT FIRST-RUN

Detroit — Republic’s

newest

hit, “The

Hit

Parade,” has been booked for showing
first-run shortly at the Fox Theatre here.

Tax Statements as Filed by
Detroit Exchanges
Are Upheld

Flint Operators Attain
100% Unionization
Flint,

Mich. — Applications

of op-

erators in the 11 theatres which recently completed negotiations to join
the lATSE group here have been

Detroit

Woodford

of

Seattle

is

the new district manager of RCA here,
taking the place of Sidney D. Camper,
who was recently promoted to be zone
manager of the company with offices in
Chicago. Woodford held the same post he
has here while in the northwest.
Woodford, L. Roy Cox, Photophone representative in this territory; and Jack
Waugh, local service head, were in Indianapolis this week attending the Photophone convention there. Prom there
Woodford and Cox left to attend the RCA
company convention which opens Sunday
in Chicago.
Miss Elizabeth Gatfield is the new RCA
office secretary.

WB
New

York

Ups Smeltzer
—

Robert

Smeltzer,

mid-At-

lantic district manager with headquarters
in Washington, D. C., was given added
duties at the Warner convention here Monday. In addition to his supervision of the
Washington and Philadelphia branches, he
henceforth will be responsible for Pittsburgh, Cleveland and Detroit.

MIDEAST EDITION Is One of the Seven Sectional Editions
in Which BOXOFFICE Is Published Weekly. The Other
Six Editions Are: NEW ENGLAND, CENTRAL, MIDWEST,
WESTERN, SOUTHERN, EASTERN.

victory

Rejected

N. A. WOODFORD IS
DETROIT RCA HEAD
A.

By GENE

A

RICH

determining

the

method of assessing personal property
taxes on exchanges for film stored in vaults
was won here this week by the distributing
companies. The case, argued principally
before the city council board of review
by David Newman, attorney for the majority of the exchanges, resulted in a saving of thousands of dollars annually to
the companies.

mailed for approval to the international headquarters in Washington.
When these are returned, the local
union will be employed 100 per cent
by all theatres in Flint.
Roger Kennedy, business agent for
the lATSE local in Detroit, who negotiated with representatives of the
local exhibitors, said that the completed deal will probably be signed
within the next two weeks. All details, not made known though, have
been settled amicably.

Detroit — N.

—

Tax

Statements

The board of assessors of Detroit, after
failing to accept personal property tax
statements filed by the companies, none
of which was over $20,000, arbitrarily assessed from $100,000 on the independent
to $500,000 on the major exgroups, upchanges.
Paramount is understood to have
received the top figure, while others included M-G-M, $300,000; and Columbia
and Universal, $200,000 each.
Had the companies agreed to these figures their taxes would have mounted considerably. Uninterested observers told
Boxoffice

that

other

cities throughout

the

country would probably have followed Detroit’s action, had the local attempt been
successful.
Assess

on

Potentiality

Basis

The assessors and city council groups
argued that “property that will produce
the income that these pictures produce has
a greater value than the material and labor that goes into the making of the film
itself.” It was in this manner that the
excessive amounts were assessed.
The exchanges filed their statements on
the basis of one and one-half cents a foot,
representing the cost of raw material, plus
the labor that it takes to develop the picture from the negative to the positive:
M-G-M, $8,900; Columbia, $1,560; Excellent, $1,240; 20th Century-Fox, $16,740,
and United Artists, $5,920.
Exchange

Figures

Upheld

Following the argument by Newman, who
was assisted by Rockwell T. Gust, the
(Continued on page 69)
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THEATRE CHANGES AGAIN AIRED
Advent of Spring Brings
Sales and Reporls in
Detroit Area

McArthur completes
SHORT SALES JOURNEY

By GENE RICH
Detroit — The perennial outburst of sales
of theatres and circuits — both actual and
rumored — is in the air again, now that
spring is here in full force. And heading
the list customarily is the rumored sale
of the Jake Schreiber circuit.
This time the proposed new owner is
Gus Coplan and a group of unnamed associates. Coplan has been dickering with
Schreiber for the last two weeks for his

last week, visiting with numerous exhibitors and finding that business continues on
the upgrade.
In Flint, McArthur visited with Lester
Matt, who had just opened his new Della
Theatre: Jimmy Minter, Doc Eiseman,
Walter Sem, E. L. Booth and Rex Ingram.
Moving over to Grand Rapids, George

five Woodward Ave. theatres. Coplan formerly operated the Columbia Theatre here,
later building the Vanity Theatre in Windsor in association with several Canadian
theatre men. He has recently returned
from the west coast.

dropped in to say “hello” to G. L. Wiler
and H. B. Boshoven of the Franklin, Liberty and Madison; William Murray and W.
E. Goodrich of the Powers and Savoy theatres; H. T. Reynolds of the Family, and
Allen Johnson.

Trendle-Skouras
Currently
taking over

Deal

Talked

the rumors of George Trendle
management of the Fox The-

atre for Spyros Skouras’ National Theatres
group are being aired anew. Both sides
remain silent pending the final decision of
Federal
Theatre

Judge Ernest O'Brien
reorganization.

on the Fox

Wisper and Wetsman, who recently annexed the lease of the Lincoln Square Theatre to be taken over by them early in
1938, are dickering for several other choice
houses.
Wade

Allen

Gets

numerous years. Allen started with the Arcade Theatre, Negro house on Hastings,
then took over the Fine Arts Theatre, former Jake Schreiber house on Woodward
Ave. last summer. The Grand Victory is
on Grand River.

Princeton,

COURT

WILL

W. Va. — A new

METRO, MONOGRAM
DELEGATES RETURN
Cleveland — The M-G-Mers
are back
from Hollywood, and back from Chicago
is the Monogram

contingent,

all enthusi-

astic over next season’s product.
M-G-M delegation consisted of Manager Frank Drew, Office Manager B. D.
Stoner, Salesmen Jack Sogg, Edwin Brauer,
Eugene Vogel and Chief Booker Philip
Harrington.
The Monogram convention delegation
from Cleveland was headed by Nate
Schultz, franchise owner for northern Ohio,
Sam

Schultz, office manager, and Salesmen Lee Chaplan and Carl Scheuck.

"Polygamy" Good
Detroit — "Polygamy,” new
roadshow
picture being distributed by A1 Dezel, had

BUILD
500-seat

Bert Silver, dean of Michigan showmen,
greeted McArthur at his New Silver Theatre, in Greenville, where George also saw
J. S. Gibson of the Gibson Theatre.

The

Third

Wade Allen, one of the early exchange
workers who graduated to the exhibitor
ranks several years ago, this week took
over operation of his third house — the
Grand Victory Theatre, which has been
in the hands of Ben and Lou Cohen for

VON

Detroit — George McArthur of McArthur
Supply made a short trip through the state

thea-

tre, announced as a “stadium type house,”
will be erected here by F. F. Von Court
across the street from his Royal Theatre.

a successful week’s run last week at the
Downtown Theatre. The film is an “expose” of the polygamous cult in Short
Creek, Ariz.

QEORGE
W. WEEKS, GB sales manager,
held a regional sales “fest” here last
week with those present listed as “Reg”
Wilson, district manager, and Branch Managers Mark Goldman, Pittsburgh; Harlan
Starr, Detroit, and Joe E. Loeffler, Cleveland. . . While the M-G-Mers were conventioning out in Hollywood, the girls of
the office were entertained at a dinner by
Etta Sabetay and Sadie Meckler of the
contract department.
The Savoy, an Associated circuit house,
is going through a complete rejuvenation
process including a new front, renovated
lobby, new carpets and chairs. Sayn Stecker
is in charge of the job.

Jimmy Kalafat, son of Associated circuit’s
president, has been named manager of the
newly acquired Rialto Theatre . . . Mrs.
Ben Nadler, wife of the manager of the
Franklin Theatre, which boasts of being the
only house in the country which twice has
had its fire escape stolen, is back from a
City.
two weeks’ visit in New York and Atlantic

Members of the Cleveland Motion Picture Exhibitors Association, in meeting last
week, stood in silence for one minute in
honor of Maurice Kaplan, prominent local
exhibitor who passed away just one year
ago.
Robert Menches, J. G. Dietjen, Max Federhar and Maurice Levin, all of Akron, attended the open luncheon meeting of the
Cleveland MPEA.
Local exhibs are cooperating

100 per cent

ivith the Red Cross in showing the organization’s membership drive reel . . . Pete
Wood, up from Columbus, exercised his
rights as general chairman of the national
Allied convention to invite all exhibitors,
including MPTOA
members, to attend the
gathering in Milwaukee. Television and its
effects on theatres will be one of the most
important topics of the convention. Wood
promised.
Evelyn Stanzel has been added to the
local GB staff as secretary to Manager
Loeffler. This leaves Miss Frances Kates
as booker and office manager.
Dave Miller, Universal branch manager,
and sales army consisting of Capt. Joe
Krenitz and Lieutenants Harry Young,
Jack

Lefton aiid Jack Withers, left Thursday to join other Universalites en route to

the company’s

convention

in Hollywood.

DO you yNAHTBtMtn.
SPECIAL TRAILERS?
843
Try F/LMACH.
90UTH
Send Us Your Next Order.

The Monogram Detroiters at the Chicago convention last week. Seated, left
to right: William Flemion, George Custer. Joe Mellon, Bert Foster, all
salesmen. Standing, left to right: William Hurlbut, president; Sam Decker,
treasurer and manager; Jack Saxe, salesman.
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Milwaukee Allied Parley

JNSPECTRESSES, accessory clerks and
shippers on Cincinnati Filmrow were organized by the AFL Friday, May 7, in the
first successful entrance of unionism in
the industry here. It was estimated that
employes in the above departments signed
up 100 per cent. Bookers were expected
to follow suit in a meeting set for May 11
at the Brotherhood Bldg. Arthur Fix, local organizer, attorney and business manager of the Moving Picture Machine Operators Local, was at one time connected with
the film industry here. The new local is
directed by the lATSE.

Called 'Buyers Convention'

Pittsburgh — About a dozen local exhibitors are expected to attend the annual
Allied convention which convenes at Milwaukee on May 26, according to Fred J.
Herrington, secretary of the MPTO of W.
Pa., Inc., an Allied affiliate.
Local organization is soliciting members

Derby enthusiasts flocked to the Row
this week prior to attending the annual
Churchill Downs classic. Max Mats, owner of the Rialto and Colonial, at Bluefield, W. Va., stopped off with his charming bride, and was much congratulated.

and

has been designated a “buyers convention” by Allied leaders. Literature is
being mailed from local exhibitor headquarters and a special meeting has been
called here for the purpose of outlining
the program

Meeting

May

20

At a meeting of the MPTO’s directors
last Friday afternoon, a general luncheon
and meeting was called for Friday noon.
May 20, at the Hotel Schenley.

his

In addition
The

delegation

of Pittsburghers

who

Warner’s booker, Stanley Hecker, has
resigned to jom with Bill Onie’s new Monogram exchange.

attended the new Monogram’s first
ajmual sales convention held at the

Grover Scott’s speedy horse “Board
Trade” sprinted in ahead of the field re( Continued on page 70)

Standing: Vince Josack and Bill Liebler, salesmen. Seated: Dave Selznick,
manager; Ben Welansky, president.

Drake

HIT
DICK

Hotel

in Chicago,

May

Need

7-8.

to the convention

news,

full

and up-to-the-minute reports on the activities of the Pennsylvania legislature are
promised by William L. Brown, William J.
Walker and Secretary Herrington, who
have spent numerous weeks in Harrisburg
attending sessions of the general assembly
which is scheduled to adjourn a few days
(Continued

on page

70)

PARADE!
TRACY!

GENE
More

AUTRY!
Be

Said?

R E P U BLIC PICTURES
OF
PITTSBURGH
IAS. H. ALiiXANDER,
1701 Blvd. of the Allies

of the convention.

General

Louisville. “Sugar” Bockelage and sister,
Mrs. G. Beeching, who motored from
Cleveland, also took in the event.

THE

theatre owners to atsession at Milwaukee

which

Paramount’s Joe Oulahan entertained his
brother-in-law, E. A. Sherwood, representative of the American Society of Musicians and Composers, who stopped over via

H. A. Moss has almost completed
new 500-seat house at Greensberg, Ky.

all independent
tend the three-day

CORP.

Mgr.
ATlantic 4858
65
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LUCK OF ROARING
Bret Harte celebrated
of readers.

CAMP

story beloved

by millions

SCANDAL
Kathleen

Shepard

ed as "Tintype

LAND

s popular

163 S CENTRAL

of a Lady."

OF SKY BLUE WATER

PARADISE
THE LEGION

OLD

Seas,

Foreign

Sensational comedy-drama
a fast-moving story!

of a girl of today in

C. C. C. Story starring Edward
Coglan and a strong cast.

THE MARINES

Arnold jr.. Junior

ARE HERE

the leathernecks

punch-packed

42

features;
ROMANCE

BARRIERS

NUMBERED

Not Even thel

Legion,

THE GIRL NEXT DOOR

When

land, romance

rages!

of the LIMBERLOST

by Gene Stratton-Porter
COLLEGE

story!

"SWEETHEART
wear

THE THIRTEENTH

Adapted

the home

OF

SIGMA

CHI"

From

Woman's Home
"Blind Date"

Companion

Story

stretch

PORT

MAN

Gripping melodrama of a radio commentator,
with Weldon Hey burn, Inez Courtney.

OF MISSING

A STARTLING
SMASHING

EXPOSE

—

GIRLS

REVEALED

EXPLOITATION

IN A

FEATURE

OPERATOR

Saga of the unsung
call for courage!

FLYING

TO

the badge

FALSE COLORS
Clocks the chuckles right down
.... and what a girl!

SWEETHEART

SEQUEL

WOMAN

Stirring drama of women who
of shame — a prison number!

TELEPHONE

FRIEND

with

OF MISSING MEN

Virile melodrama of the French
starring Ralph Forbes.

BLAZING

WAT

Cad-

ISLE

Tropic romance filmed in South
Warren Hull and Movita.

PARK

Temporar:

Immortal melodies of Charles Wakefield
inan in a gorgeous musical epic.

A

MONOGRAM!

best-seller publish-

heroine of floods, fires — that

ORDERS

Strong story of the sky-ways — and of men
out nerves!

with-

SALESLADY
Harold Morrow's popular novel giving the lowdown on department stores!

“BOY OF THE STREETS ”
THIRTEENTH
GUEST
Featuring
GINGER ROGERS
LYLE TALBOT
A

REISSUE

2 — lACK LONDON
QUEEN

Stories

of the YUKON
AND

THE WOLF

CALL

PICTURES, INC.

'

-

CINCINNATI,

Address

OHIO

OLD SETTING'^
AN
Maine Is New

FOR

1937

FRECKLES

COMES

- 38
HOME

by Gene Stratton-Porter
THE COUNTY
A CARLOAD
WITH

FAIR

OF LAUGHTER
HOME

HOOSIER

SPUN

AND

WM.

ONIE,

Sales Manager

8 LONE STAR WESTERNS
STARRING

K
C
A
J
RANDALL

MELODY

HUMOR

SCHOOLBOY

by EDWARD EGGLESTON
Featuring MICKEY ROONEY

starring JACKIE COOPER
MY

OLD

KENTUCKY

HOME

A DRAMA OF THE SOUTH WITH
MUSIC AND SONGS OF DIXIE

THE

OUTER

GATE

BY

Octavus Roy Cohen
Starring Ralph Morgan
FEDERAL

BULLETS

From
Major George Fielding Elliot's Rousing Novel of the
U. S. GOVERNMENT'S SECRET METHODS
in Rounding Up Desperate Criminals

MONOGRAM'S SENSATIONAL
NEW SINGING COWBOY!

8 FAST ACTION WESTERNS
Lightning action, hard riding and
plenty of gun-play in this series
of swift-moving outdoor dramas
with down-to-earth thrills!

LOCAL ADMISSION TAXES MENACE
Ohio ITO Urges Exhibitor
Vigilance Over Gouge
Legislation
Columbus — “Watch

out for local admis-

sion tax legislation,” is the warning issued
to all exhibitors of Ohio by P. J. Wood,
business manager of The Independent
Theatre Owners of Ohio.
The state legislature having adjourned
without having passed any appropriation
measures, it will be up to local communities to provide their own relief funds. With
that situation to face. Wood points out that
the theatres are in danger of being drafted,
via the admission tax method, to provide a
goodly share of the sum required for relief.
“Exhibitors in every city, town and
county should keep a vigilant eye on their
legislative bodies in order to protect their
own interests and that of the public.
Other

Bills

Are

Avoided

This

is the only one of the many legislative measures affecting the motion picture industry introduced into the last legislature that still menaces the industry.

The “divorce” bill never came of committee.
House Bill 196, parallel to the federal
Wagner Bill, died in committee.
The Espionage Bill died in committee.
The two-men-in-a-booth bill and the
maintenance bill, providing that every theatre of 300 seats or more must have a steel
or asbestos curtain with a man in constant
attendance during a performance, died in
committee.
Escape

Censor

Pee

Boost

Two bills to increase censorship — one to
make the censorship fee two cents a foot,
which would cost the distributors of Ohio
about $1,200,000: and another to jump
the present $3.00 per reel fee to $5.00 per
cost, raising the cost of censorship from
$180,000 as it is today to $300,000 — both
failed to emerge from committees.
Bill to take news reels out of the censorship classification was referred to the committee for further consideration. It never
came up for a second consideration prior to
adjournment.
Passed

Anti-Lottery Bill Fails
and signed by Governor

Martin

L. Davey, was the Civil Rights Bill protecting Ohio citizens against color discrimination in department stores. This bill
does not affect theatres of this state, which
show no di.scrimination of any kind against
any patrons.
Another bill that died in committee was
a lottery bill which would have forced out
Bank Night, Movie Sweepstakes and all
other forms of giveaways.

Allied Delegation
Detroit — A delegation of about 20, including exhibitors and their families, is
expected to make the pilgrimage to the
Allied convention May 26-28, in Milwaukee. Headed by H. M. Richey, general
manager, and Fred DeLodder, president
of the Michigan unit, others who plan
to go are Jim Ritter, Glenn Cross of Battle
Creek, Ray Branch of Hastings and Pete
Schram of Kalamazoo.
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ID) IE ir R O) 111 T Exchange Emploges
Await AFL Charter

O’DONNELL is now operating Monarch Pictures here on a solo flight.
Herb Ives, her former associate, is now
owner of the Rivola Theatre at Tawas
City.
Irv Belinsky is organizing a softball team
to be sponsored by his drug store.
Did you know Dorothy Thomas was head
booker of M-G-M?
Oh, beg pardon, we
meant during the time everybody was away
from the office to the convention in Los
Angeles.

Bill Marsh, M-G-M home office auditor,
is making his regular visit here, checking
over the books.
We
noted many out-state exhibitors
along the Row this week, including: Frank
Jacobs, Bangor: Earl Annett, Durand; L.
F. Tarbott, Petersberg; Herman
Bird,
Standish, and the Ashman Brothers of
Marlette.
Don’t be surprised at that far-away look
in Dave Kaplan’s eyes lolien you give him
an order at Theatrical Printing these days.
He’s in love! Yes, sir, the engagement is
official but the lucky young lady has not
yet set the date.
Brenton Herman, M-G-M cashier, should
be able to give Dave plenty of advice.
Brent observed his fourth wedding anniversary last week.
Don Glenney, former M-G-M
booker
and office manager, is the new booker for
Associated Theatres. Hoivard Wills has left
Associated as booker and will announce a
new connection shortly.

Cleveland — Unionization of local shippers, poster clerks and inspectors under
the lATSE is awaiting the arrival of an
auxiliary charter, which has been applied
for. It is expected that with the arrival
of the charter, a wage scale boost will be
presented to branch managers.
At the present time, there is no move in
the direction of unionizing the front office
of the local exchanges.

GOLF TOURNEY
EVENT FOR

NEXT
VARIETY

Detroit — The last regular Variety Club
meeting before the summer season will be
held at 8 o’clock, Monday night, June 7,
in the club rooms, Book-Cadillac Hotel.
Plans for the summer will be discussed.
The first event of the summer program
will be the golf tournament to be staged
June 22. Carl Buermele of Co-Operative
Theatres is chairman in charge of the
tourney.

New
Four

Star Series

Claire Winnie must be using a lot of
showmanship to sell pictures at his Dix
Theatre. Anyway, business is good, what
with that new Lincoln Zephyr coupe he has
ordered.
Charlie (Screeno) Powell was on a missionary trip to the Grand Rapids trade
territory this iveek to tell all the exhibitors
how good Screeno and Movie Races are.
Carl Shalit was host at the
Club luncheon this week with Jack

Carl Shalit, Irwin Pollard and Ray Cloud
of Columbia helped root home the winner
Saturday

salesme?i, were

attending

Charles

V. Lane,
(Continued

former

York

PUMP
MOTOR

No.
4444 — Capacity
No.

5555 — Capacity

6.000
10,000

No.
No.

6666 — Capacity
7777 — Capacity

15,000
20,000

C.F.M.
C.F.M.
C.F.M.
C.F.M.

Value

Cooling

Ever

OHered

$540.00
$625.00
$715.00
in $950.00

Equipment.

the comthis week.

assistant

on page

AIR-WASHER

CENTRIFUGAL
"V" DRIVE AND

Greatest

pany's convention in New

—

UNITS

in Louis-

Branch Manager Fred North and Walter
Collins, Sam Gilbert and Syd Chapman,
Warner

FAN

Jack

From banking to fihn business is the
jump taken by William Hurlbut with the
acquisition of a Monogram franchise.

Derby

COMBINATION

Variety
Kearns,

one-time manager of the ex-champ
Dempsey, as guest speaker.

of the Kentucky
ville.

“MAGIC WEATHER”

state
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pRANK PANOPLOS, Clairton exhibitor,
postcards us from Greece, where he
has been vacation, that he’ll be home soon.
George D. Tyson, publicity director for
the Harris amusements, has been granted
a three and a half month leave of absence, effective June 1, so that he may
again conduct the annual Atlantic City
showmen’s jubilee for the selection of a
Miss America.
Mike Serventi, Rimersburg and Sligo exhibitor, was here the other day to look
over the theatre supply market in connection with the equipping of the new theatre which he is building at Petrolia.
George Jaffe’s Casino, local burlesque
house ivhich was given a clean bill of health
last week in a report of Sgt. Johji J.
O’Conner to Safety Director George E. A.
Fairley, has “dressed up’’ its shows, and
Billy Watson and his Beef Trust chorus,
ivhich played here to SRO several months
ago, returns for another
ment, opening May 17.

week’s engage-

Edward “Bud” Farrell of the M-G-M exchange is the excited and happy father of
a daughter, born Sunday at a local hospital. The memorable day was Mother’s
Day in addition to being daddy’s birthday.
Mother and infant are reported doing well.
Harris circuit is planning the installation
of air-conditioning equipment at the Liberty, East Liberty.
Joe Delisi, Saltsburg exhibitor, has been
laid up with laryngitis.
Alex S.
will be off
to Kansas
trip will be
the Allied

Moore, veteran city exhibitor,
in a few days for a motor tour
City. With him on his pleasure
his mother. He hopes to attend
convention in Milwaukee.

Sympathy to Mark, Ben, Ike and Harry
Browarsky, well known city theatre owners,
and members of the family of Morris Browarsky, who passed away last week.

Warner Delegates
New

York — The

Warner

annual

sales

convention held here at the Waldorf-Astoria May 10-13 drew an attendance of
19 from four exchanges in the Mideast
area.
Those present included District Manager
Ben Kalmenson, Branch Manager Harry
Seed, Salesmen P. S. Krumenacker, R. M.
Lynch, R. M. Dunbar, E. Moreels from
Pittsburgh: Branch Manager A1 Shmitken,
Salesmen H. A. Bugie, J. P. Eifert, R.
Burns, Howard Markham from Cincinnati;
Branch Manager M. A. Mooney, Salesmen
Walter J. Brandt, F. H. Hathaway, E. Gatlin from Cleveland; Branch Manager F.
E. North, Salesmen W. B. Collins, S. L.
Gilbert, S. D. Chapman from Detroit.
H. PITCHER
Parkersburg,

TAKES

W. Va. — The

Thea-

tre, Vienna, has been acquired by H. Pitcher. The house was constructed and opened
a year ago by John J. Cassell.
BOXOFFICE

:; May

Detroit — Far

MELLON INSTITUTE
THEATRE SEATS
Pittsburgh — One

400

of the nation’s

finest

theatre auditoriums was opened to the public several days ago with the formal dedication of the Mellon Institute. Occupying the entire space in the center wing
from cross wings to rear section, the auditorium is two stories high, and has a seating capacity of about 400.
In design the room is Neo-Greek, and a
warm cheery effect has been produced by
the judicious selection of woods and colors.
The paneled walls have been accented with
pilasters and are finished in golden-toned
wood, contrasting pleasantly with the red
upholstery of the seats. The auditorium
lobby has been carried out in Botticino
marble, and on both sides are special stairways leading to the third floor near cloakrooms and the Bellefield Ave. entrance.

Assessments Downed
• Continued

removed

from

the Holly-

wood strike scene, Detroit exhibitors, nevertheless, this week looked with apprehension toward the west coast. Just over a
siege of strikes here that took their toll at
the boxoffice, Detroit theatre owners
hoped for an early peace. This appeared
necessary to halt a possible sympathetic
“staying-away” from the theatres by the
United Automobile Workers of America
members.
UAWA Support Pledged
general executive board of the
which met here last week sent the

The
UAWA

following telegram to Charles Lessing, Federated Motion Picture Crafts, in charge
of the studio strike in Hollywood;
"The general executive board oi the United
Automobile Workers ol America, now in session, pledges the solidarity of 300,000 automobile workers to your fight for decent conditions in the motion picture industry. Unless the producers immediately come to a
satisfactory settlement, we are prepared to
inform our members that attendance at any
motion

from page 63)

picture theatre is a violation of this

None of the
solidarity."

board of review took the case under advisement. The decision handed down this
week was in favor of the exchanges, and
with the exception of minor changes, the
figures entered for assessment purposes
were practically the same as had originally
been filed by the distributing branches
here.
Also aiding Newman in his case were
representative attorneys from all of the
major companies in New York, who conferred with him prior to the hearing.
Included among the companies also was
National Screen Service.
The large discrepancy in assessment figures is due to the variance in the amount
of film in the vaults of the various exchanges, as of April 1, the day upon which
the inventory for taxation purposes was
made by the companies.

board members would define the meaning of “immediately” in the
telegram, not stating when they would give
the word for their members to remain
away should the union and producers fail
to come to terms shortly on the coast.
Theatre

Employes

Meet

Meanwhile, a meeting was scheduled for
this weekend of all ushers, doormen and
cashiers in Detroit theatres for organization of a union of these theatre employes
by the lATSE. The meeting was called
by Roger Kennedy, business agent of the
local operators’ union, who has taken over
jurisdiction
of the film exchange employes’
union.
The

IATSE was recently granted jurisdiction over the exchange and theatre

unions by the American Federation of Labor. Kennedy has sent into the international
headquarters on
of his
( Continued
nextunion
page) in Wash-

29 Years Of Service To Exhibitors
NOW — INDEPENDENT DISPLAY CO.
- - - A record that cannot

1627 BLVD.

ANNOUNCES

A NEW

OF

THE

MODERN

ALLIES

—

be denied

PITTSBURGH,

PA.

SERVICE

.... The manufacture of its own 11x14 photos, stills, 22x28's, inserts, one
sheets, three sheets, special 30x40 and 40x60 silk screen process displays and
banners.

Now

VIENNA
Vienna

Labor Boycott Hint Over
Studio Strike New Worry

Available

KING OF GAMBLERS
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lATSE Bar to Erpi, RCA
Service Does Little Harm
Cleveland

— Cleveland

motion

picture

theatres report that as yet they have not
experienced any inconvenience by the
lATSE order closing the projection booths
to the Erpi and RCA sound engineers.
It is estimated variously that from ten
to 50 Cleveland theatres receive contract
service from either RCA or Erpi. However,
as inspection occurs about once a month,
not sufficient time has elapsed since the
union order enforcing an alleged organization rule forbidding booth entrance to
any non-union men, to cause any noticeable trouble.

Boycott Hint
'Continued

from preceding page)

ington applications from all of the exchange employes who are members of the
local AFL union. As soon as these are returned, the group will be given its lATSE
insignia.
Negotiations

Will

Follow

Allied Parley
'Continued

before the opening date for the Milwaukee
convention.
MPTO’s directors were in long session
last Friday, with many subjects discussed,
acted upon and put out of the way, while
new problems were introduced.
Non-Members

with the theatre employes’ union to be
organized, Kennedy said. Both of these
groups will then be under the lATSE local group’s jurisdiction.

Contribute

A few non-members of the exhibitor organization have kicked in with financial
contributions to help defray the costs incurred by the MPTO’s legislative activities,
which have included the fighting of the
acts which would require two operators in
a booth at all times, the hiring of a special switchboard attendant, the regulation
of uniform admission prices daily, more
drastic censorship, and dozens of other
measures which directly or indirectly affect theatres. Contributions from many
more non-members would be appreciated
by the local Allied leaders.
Last

When this is completed, in about two
weeks, Kennedy said, he will begin negotiations with the exchanges on wage demands of the employes.
The same procedure will be followed

from page 65)

Meet

of Season

It is expected that the local session on
May 20 will be the last general meeting
called at Pittsburgh until next fall as few
if any exhibitor organization meetings are
held here during the summer months.
M. A. Rosenberg, MPTO president, urges
a large attendance at this luncheon-meeting which is open to all independent theatre owners and managers.

DETROIT
SEVERAL SALES ARE
REPORTED BY NTSCo
Detroit — National

Theatre

Supply

has

several complete sales and installations to theatre owners here within the
last few weeks. Bill Turnbull, office manager, said this week, including sale of complete equipment for the new Beverly Theatre, being erected here by Barney Kilbride.
Equipment includes 1,500 seats and all
booth details.
Other sales have been to Oliver Willett
for his Strand Theatre, North Branch, including new screen and 350 seats, and to
Mrs. W. J. Millard for the Star Theatre,
Gladwin, including lamps and 560 seats.

'Continued

from page 68)

fire marshall, and well known in the industry, is ill in University Hospital, Ann

Arbor.

made

Exchanges Approved
Cleveland — Cleveland

exchanges

receiv-

ed a 100 per cent rating by Arthur S. Dickinson, director of the conservation department of the Hays organization, following
his annual inspection. Harry M. Ward,
fire warden, and Mrs. Georgia Moffett, secretary of the Cleveland Film Board of
Trade, accompanied Dickinson on his tour
of exchanges.
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Junmy Minter, Flint exhibitor, has nothing to worry about in his old age. Jimmy
just purchased a 160-acre farm outside of
Flint, at Grand Blank, Mich.
Warren Slee, pinch-hitting in the best
manner for Bill Bishop at M-G-M, was on
the ailing list over the weekend. However,
sick or not, Warren was down at his desk
Monday trying to figure out more ways to
help steer still greater crowds into the Cass
to see “The Good Earth.”
The local RKO branch is still leading
the country at the end of the sixteenth
week of the Jules Levy fifth annual contest.
Lou Greenley, formerly with United Artists as salesman in the Minneapolis branch,
has been named state salesman for the
western half of Michigan for Grand National
Mayor Frank Couzens and Inspector
Edward Kunath of the police narcotic
squad will be guest speakers at the Variety
Club luncheon Monday.

CINCINNATI
(Continued

from page 65)

cently at Keenland. Scott operates two
theatres at Harlan and Pikesville, Ky., and
finds time also to train his thoroughbred
stable.
Joe Stern, The Marlow, Ironton, is another breeding enthusiast. Stern, however,
goes in for prize wire haired terriers, two
of his animals being well known to the
Row . . . C. E. Davis of New Straightsville
is mourning the loss of his pedigreed Scottie, strayed or stolen.
Ray Frisz and C. Davidson, city manager
for Schine’s Kentucky theatres, were visitors on the Row returning from the home
office in Gloversville, N. Y. Other callers
were D. E. Brown, Brown Theatre, Cabin
Creek, W.

"Va.; Tom Saunders, who, incidentally is here to stay; Clay Patterson,
Blanchester, O.; Donald Evans, Hillsboro.
J. L. Hibbard, Bijou, Zenia, announces
his house will close July and August for
complete remodeling. Phil Chakeres has
recently acquired an interest in the Bijou.

Otto Lederer, president of Rialto Productions Inc., was a guest of Lee Goldberg
of Big Features and while here closed Big
Features for Ohio, Indiana and Kentucky
for “What

Price Vengeance,”

and

“Fury

and the Woman.”
Lee Goldberg, who left for an eastern
business trip Saturday, announced expansion of his various exchanges before departure. Don Duff, head booker and sales
representative for Columbus and Dayton
territories, is being assisted by Allen Shapero, formerly of the Louisville exchange.
Selma Uttal has been added to the local
force. Israel Landau of Louisville goes to
Indianapolis as city salesman and Ida Simon has been added to the Indianapolis
exchange.
S. Gorrel has opened the Brad Theatre,
Bradford, Ohio. The house was dark for
several years.
The Monogram convention in Chicago
May 7-8 provided Bill Onie with the opportunity topull a fast one. He asked Ray
Johnston for an advance on the $500 first
prize in the sales drive, saying he was “in
the bag” to win.
GN’s Ralph Kinsler has gone in for golf
in a big way and enters the lists as a
strong contender in the J. J. Grady and
Joe Oulahan class. In fact Ralph recently
held up traffic demonstrating a putt.

Would Apply Tax to
Chain Theatres
Harrisburg,

Pa. — An amendment

to

include chain theatres within the
scope of the state chain store tax act
headed a trio of proposals affecting
the industry as the legislature swung
near its final week of deliberations.
The other bills would prohibit block
booking and compulsory designation
of playdates by distributors.
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MONOGRAM UONCHES INTO ACTION
Sound Services
Confer on Lockout
Chicago — A series of conferences

between

George E. Browne, international president
of the lATSE, and other union officials
with executives of Erpi and RCA relative
to the recent lockout from the projection
booths of all sound equipment engineers
has so far reached no definite conclusions.
The meetings, held over the past week
in Chicago, had to be temporarily recessed
because of the press of other matters upon
the various conferees, and will be resumed at an early date. In the meantime
the lockout continues.
Many

Sound

Engineers

in UNions

It is understood on good authority that
the basis for the original lockout as well
as the reason for the conferences is that
the lATSE, in order to complete its picture
of national unionization of all film employes, is driving toward control of all
sound engineers, and to bring all sound
service under lA jurisdiction. Many of the
engineers have been “card men” for some
years and have been operating on a traveling basis, but there are also many of
them who are strictly free lance, and it is
the desire of union officials to bring them
into line.
The only interest local exhibitors have
in the matter is that they shall have good
sound in their theatres. In this connection, some trepidation has been expressed
over the matter of equipment parts and
how they can be obtained and whether or
not if, as under the present set-up, the
operators are also to act as engineers in
cases of sound trouble, whether parts will
be obtainable at all, and how quickly.

Cut Ad Space
St. Louis — Currently the Ambassador,
Pox, Missouri and St. Louis theatres have
reduced their newspaper advertising space
in the local dailies. Some days the firstrun ads are grouped with the St. Louis
Amusement Co. second-run and neighborhood houses under a common heading.

Full Program Is Slated
for Allied Meet

"Six Pictures in Exchanges
by Scott
June Dunlap
1/' Says
Chicago — Spurred

Milwaukee — Completion

of

pre-

liminary plans for the national convention here May 26 of the Allied
States Ass’n of Motion Picture Exhibitors reveals a full program for
the three-day affair at the Pfister
Hotel, according to information from
P. J. Wood of Columbus, Ohio, convention chairman. A full lineup of
entertainmerit activity is scheduled
for business session interims.

Me VICKERS OBSERVES
80TH ANNIVERSARY
Chicago — Celebration

of the 80th

anni-

versary of McVickers Theatre in the loop
was started Friday by Jones, Linick &
Schaeffer, its present operators.
Eighty years ago this month, this historic theatre, third oldest in the country,
was erected by James McVicker, a wellknown and successful actor. In 1864 the
building was remodeled, and renovated
again in 1871 only to be destroyed later in
the Chicago fire. It was rebuilt and reopened in 1872, remodeled in 1885, burned
again in 1890, reopened in 1892, and taken
over by Jones, Linick & Schaeffer in 1913.
It has been operated by them ever since
with the exception of several seasons during which it was leased to ParamountPublix.
The present deluxe movie house was
built on the site in 1921 at a cost of nearly $2,000,000.

on by the announce-

ment of Scott R. Dunlap, vice-president
in charge of production, that six pictures
would be “in the exchanges” by June 1,
Monogram conventioneers, totaling over
100 executives, franchise holders and salesmen, assembled in the first national sales
meeting of the reorganized company, held
at the Drake Hotel in Chicago on Friday
and Saturday, May 7-8, are deep into
plans for their $4,333,000 selling season
and boldly set themselves to the task of
recapturing the former high place in the
industry which their trademark had once
established for itself.
Sol

Rosenblatt

a Speaker

Dunlap’s announcement came at the
Friday afternoon session, after formal opening of the convention by President W.
Ray Johnston and outlining of the product
and announcement of the $1,500,000 sales
drive by Edward A. Golden, general sales
manager.
Another outstanding speaker at the Friday session was Sol. A. Rosenblatt, former
U. S. code administrator of the motion
picture industry, and now of the firm of
Rosenblatt & Jaffee, legal counsel, and
member of the board of Monogram. In his
talk, which was titled “Monogram, a Real
Factor in the Industry,” Rosenblatt paid
glowing tribute to Edward Golden, sales
manager, for his services on the code committee in upholding the cause of the independent exhibitor.
Franchise

Holder

Speaks

Louis S. Lifton, director of advertising

general coun-

and publicity, spoke at length on the advertising and exploitation setup.
Other speakers at the Friday sessions
were Harry Berkson, Buffalo manager;
■William Onie, Cincinnati manager; Ray
Olmstead, west coast franchise holder, all

sel for Allied States, spoke before the National Lime Ass’n in convention here last
Tuesday, on the effects and terms of the
national labor relations act and the minimum wage act. Myers is consulting counsel for the association.

whom dwelt on the subject, “Reactions
of the Men in the Field;” Cecil Fames of
Cleveland on “This Year It’s Monogram;”
O. Henry Briggs on “As the Industry
■Views Monogram;” F. E. Judd, Des Moines,
(Continued on page 74)

Hear Abram Myers
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Unionization of Chicago Exchanges
and St. Lonis Theatre Emploges On
lATSE Organizing Efforts
Meet Favorable
Response

Madison Employes Apply for Charter
Madison, Wis. — All employes of the

Chicago — Following through on the national edict of the International Alliance
of Theatrical Stage Employes, officials of

Strand,

the employes of all film
changes on the local Filmrow.
Employes Welcome Union

have

Acting under the guidance of Frank
Clifford, business agent of the union. President Peter Shayne and Secretary Neal

No

Wage

Demands

Planned

The employes organization will be known
as Film Exchange Employes Union, will be
given its own local number, and will be a
subsidiary of the lATSE and the MPMO.
So far, according to Clifford, and probably
for some time to come, all efforts on the
subject will be directed solely toward
strengthening the organization. No matters pertaining to wages, hours or working conditions will come up, he stated, for
probably a long time. A charter from the
Federation has been applied for, and most
of those newly organized have already paid
their initiation fee of $5.00. Dues to the
new union have been set at the nominal
figure of $1.00 per month.
Branch Managers Prefer AFL
Local branch managers refused to comment on the union situation other than to
state that the move here is the same as is
being made nationally and is consequently a matter for the home office to speak
upon. It was indicated, however, that with
the recent rapid spread of unionization
over the country the move here has been
expected and that as long as it is American
Federation of Labor with whom
other
branches

of the industry deal with continuously they are resigned to what apparently must definitely come.

Enrico Installs Sound
Benld, III. — Mike Enrico is installing
the latest type sound system in his Grand
Theatre here. He purchased the equipment through G. A. Busher, St. Louis.

72

theatres

here

local motion picture theatres, including the first-runs, second-runs and
neighborhoods.

Theatrical Stage Employes and Moving Picture Operators of the United
States and Canada, Local 251.
The new organization includes

Official figures on the number who have
actually joined up with the union are not
yet available. Considerable details are yet
to be worked out.

had

employes themselves, whom he stated welcomed unionization under the banners of
the lATSE and the American Federation
of Labor, or from the branch managers
who apparently prefer lA organization
within the industry to the possibility of
CIO encroachment, and the probability of
subsequent
industry
embarrassment
through having two varieties of unions.

arid Madison

applied for a charter of theatrical employes under the AFL.
at a meetAlliance of

about

Bishop spent several days among the offices on Wabash Ave. and by Wednesday

St. Louis — Organizers for the newlyformed Theatrical Employes Local Union
No. 2, lATSE affiliate, are continuing their
efforts to sign up the service employes in

Capitol, Parkway,

The decision was made
ing of the International

ex-

a preliminary organization well under way among the 300 odd shippers, inspectors, bookers and accessory salesmen.
According to Clifford, practically no resistance was encountered either from the

Eastwood,

Orpheum

the Chicago Moving Picture Operators Union, Local No. no, started last Monday to
organize

Neighborhood Houses as
Well as Deluxers
Are Objective

various

50 managers, assistant managers, cashiers, ushers, firemen, janitors and cleaners.

Theatres

Late last week Nick announced officially
that the Theatrical Employes union had

Peru,

Ind. — Lora Satterthwaite, 40, projectionist at the Ritz Theatre here, is in
serious condition at Dukes Memorial

Hospital

from

burns

in an

explosion

and

fire in the theatre’s projection booth
Thursday. It is believed the film jammed
in the machine, exploded and burst into
flame. He was pulled from the booth
dow by firemen. His face and hands
burned and it is feared his lungs
injured.

Agreements

theatres and John Nick, lATSE vice-president, who is in charge of the unionization
campaign.

OPERATOR BURNED IN
PROJECTION BLAZE
a

Signing

Negotiations are still in progress between
the owners of most of the neighborhood

winwere
were

A panic of 150 persons in the theatre
at the time was averted, when ushers assured them the projection room was fire-

signed working agreements with the Fanchon & Marco first-run houses, the Ambassador, Fox and Missouri; Loew’s, the
other first-run house here; the St. Louis
Amusement Co., which has a fleet of 22
houses; the Municipal Auditorium and the
Municipal Theatre, which each summer
holds 12 weeks of musical shows in Forest
Park.
Wage

Scale

Accord

Nick also announced

proof.

DOBE WILL BUILD
IN LIBERTYVILLE, ILL.
Libertyville, III. — F. A. Dobe has announced the awarding of a contract for
the construction of his new theatre here
to the Kaiser-Ducett Construction Co.,
Chicago, 111.
The new building, to cost about $75,000,
will be two stories and have 750 seats. It
is anticipated the house will be ready
about September 1.

Pending

He stated that everything had been
worked out but the question of the wage
scales to be paid. That matter would be
arranged later, he stated.
Employes

Local

that Film Exchange

No. 16169, formed

in 1918,

and

Theatrical Amusement Employes Local No. 19905 had surrendered their direct
American Federation of Labor charters,
and their members have joined up with
Film Exchange Employes Local No. 1 or
Theatrical Employes Local No. 2, which
are affiliated with the lATSE.
Commenting on the lockout situation
affecting RCA and Erpi workers here and
elsewhere through the country, Nick said:
“It is our

policy that

no

sound

engineer

who doesn’t carry an lATSE union card
shall be permitted to enter the projection

New Wage Scale

booth

St. Louis — A minimum wage scale of
$60 per week has been established for the
in the St. Louis Symphony Orchestra under a new working agreement
worked out with the American Federation
of Musicians, Local No. 2. Last season the
minimum was $50 per week.

for repairs to sound equipment, regardless of whether he is employed by RCA,

Erpi or any

other

company.”

players

STICKELMAIER

Sand Us Your NextrliOrder. /

Chicago — Henry Stickelmaier of the Princess and Paramount at Toledo, Ohio, has
position

TRAILERS?

Try f/lhAACK,

PROMOTED

been promoted to an executive
B. & K. headquarters here.

DO YOU
SPECIAL

in

The SPEED

and

the QUJUJTT;

will plaaaa and
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C IIHI M C A G| O Competitors Bally
the poor movie actor who doesn’t
piTY
even know his own name. That’s exactly the spot the young and very handsome
Mr. Randall finds himself after last weekend in Chicago. Randall, who signed to
make a series of musical outdoor and western dramas for the re-established Monogram Pictures just before their national
convention in Chicago last week, insists his
real and only first name is Addison, and
so he was billed for the minor roles he
played in “Don’t Turn ’Em Loose,’’ “Follow the Fleet,” “Love on a Bet” and “Flying Hostess.”
Randall also has been k?wwn by his own
name of Addison Randall in numerous
musical shows and on the air. He is perfectly willing that for the he-man stuff it
be shortened to “Ad.” But many insist
that he he “Jaek,” and last week the
Monogram publicity department released
some stuff on him in which he was dubbed
the very ordinary “Jack.” Now the point
is that there is a boy who is going a long
loay and with proper bringing along will
he an outstanding screen star, so whatever his name is to be, it might he a good
idea to get set on it, so at least he himself will know when to come to dinner
ivhen he is called.
Dell Goodman, far eastern manager for
20th-Fox, was a visitor in Chicago for
several days this current week. Dell,
whose home is in Chicago, has been making himself an enviable record in China
and other far east spots the past several
years, and is in this country to attend
the Fox convention. He came home for
a few days first and left the latter part
of the week for the coast, from where he
will go to New York for a few home office conferences. He makes his headquarters in Shanghai.
Following through on its expansion program, the Frisina circuit out of Springfield has taken over the Greenville Theatre in Greenville, III. This makes 43
houses now in the chain.
Congratulations

It is now definitely reported that Great
States will build a theatre in Normal, III.,
that suburb of Bloomington which houses
the Illinois State Teacher’s College. As
the story goes, someone else had a deal
on to go into that town with a theatre,
thus encroaching on the Publix domain in
Bloomington, and in order to “scotch”
such an entry, the circuit will themselves
erect a new house there. The new theatre,
according to present plans, will cost about
$100,000 and seat 900. Opening date has
been tentatively set as Labor Day. Arthur
Moratz will be the architect with Claude
Rubens of the Great States office in a
supervisory capacity.
Irwin Joseph, who does a lot of highpowered traveling for Universal downstate,
has bought himself a new high-powered
(Continued on page 76)
:: May

Battle

of the

Mixing

Bowls is on in earnest in the Carondelet
section of South St. Louis. Monday evening the newspaper ads of Fred Wehrenberg’s Virginia Theatre, carried this information: “Emerald mixing bowls of the
better grade,” and just underneath the
Fred Wehrenberg’s circuit group ad appeared this information in the combination ad of the Yale and the Dakota houses
operated by Harry Greenman: “Best-grade
mixing bowls. None better.” It would
appear that the thrifty housewives of that
sector should have no trouble stocking up
on good mixing bowls. And the leaders
of the industry say, “The picture is the
show.” Greenman, who formerly was manager of the Fox Theatre and prior to that
the Loew’s State, both first-run houses,
has been attracting some attention from
his competitors since he entered the neighborhood field on his own account last December, when he took over the Old Red
Wing Theatre, which he later renamed the
Dakota.

FRISINA, KERASOTES
WILL BUILD HOUSES
Springfield,

III. — Immediate

construc-

tion of two suburban picture theatres for
the South Grand-West Grand district has
been announced by the Frisina Amusement Co. and the Kerasotes Bros., two
theatre chain operators. The combined
cost of both projects is estimated at
$325,000. The Frisina house, which is to
be named the Will Rogers, will seat 900
and include two stores and five apartments. The cost may exceed $175,000, according to John B. Giachetto, executive
manager of the Frisina Amusement Co.
The Kerasotes project will include a
theatre, four stores and offices suites
above. The cost is estimated at $150,000.

and good wishes to the

Nat Greens (he’s head of the Chicago
Billboard office) on their 24th anniversary, celebrated just the other day.

BOXOFFICE

Mixing Bowl Merits
St. Louis — The

^^ITH Ralph
ger of the McGowan,
St. Louis formerly
Theatre, managoing
to Worcester, Mass., to take charge of the
Plymouth Theatre there, controlled by the
F. & M. interests, it has been necessary
to make other changes in the personnel
of various local theatres. John Gleason,
assistant manager of the Fox, has been
made manager of the St. Louis and in turn
has been succeeded by Claud Brown, who
was assistant manager at the Ambassador.
Joe Goldstein, who was assistant treasurer and chief of service staff at the St.
Louis, moves downtown to become
ant manager of the Ambassador.

assist-

Harry C. Arthur jr. and William Schneitrip. der of the local F. & M. orgayiization have
flown to New York City on a busmess

The local Monogram office’s new manager, Harry Scott, has arrived.
Information from Omaha, Neb., is that
Harris P. Wolfberg, M-G-M district manager for this territory, is convalescing after
spending about 10 weeks in a hospital
there. While on a busmess trip to Omaha
he was stricken with a streptococcus infection in his throat.
An exhibition of reproductions of water
colors, pastels and crayon drawings by
modern European and American artists,
first shown at the Museum of Modern Art
in New York City, have been placed on
view in the lobby of Fanchon & Marco’s
Fox Theatre for a limited time, opening
May 7.

OMRO
Omro,

THEATRE

Wis. —

The

OPENED

new

has been completed
April 30.

and

Omro

was

Theatre

opened

on

WB Conventioneers
New

York — Attending

the annual

War-

ner sales convention held at the WaldorfAstoria here May 10-13 were the following delegates from the Central territory:
District Manager Leo Blank, Branch Manager T. R. Gilliam, Assistant Manager
George Weinberg, Salesmen William J.
Kahl, R. C. Herman, Sid Rose, B. Allen
from Chicago, Branch Manager Fred
Greenberg, Salesmen Peter DeFazio, Robert S. Schrader, Frank J. Reimer from
Indianapolis: Branch Manager R. T.
Smith, Salesmen S. G. Honeck, M. S.
Bieringer from Milwaukee. Also attending the meeting was Exploiteer Sam Clark
of Chicago.

Lilie-Hoffmann

1. ORIGINAL ROTARY SOUND HEADS
2. CELLULAR HI & LOW FREQUENCY
HORNS
3. PUSH PULL ATTACHMENTS FOR
THE NEWEST PUSH PULL RECORDINGS
Prices You Can Afford to Pay
Sold Outright

—

Not Leased

Now Being Built and Shipped From
Our New Modern Plant in Indianapolis, Ind.

•

For Information
Call or Write Your Nearest Office

RCA MFC. CO., Inc.

Sign for Cooling
St. Louis — The

HONE’SSystems
TOPSound
Magic PHO
Voice

Cooling

Towers, Inc., has been awarded the contract for installing a new cooling tower
on the Missouri Theatre building.

A. E. KLEIN
589 E Illinois St.
CHICAGO
Delaware 4300

Mich.
LaSalle
I. F. <S
O’BRIEN
INDIANAPOLIS
Cherry 4800
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May 15 the Indianapolis exchange of Big Feature Rights Corp.,
in addition to serving Indiana, with the
exception of five lake counties, will serve
exhibitors of Louisville and western Kentucky, according to Abe Goldberg, in charge
cf the local branch. Joseph Goldberg will
continue to look after western Kentucky

Monogram Active
(Continued

from

page

News

71)

in Brief

^FTER

as special sales representative, and Israel
Landau of the Louisville exchange will
come to Indianapolis as city salesman.
Joseph W. Bohn will continue as office
manager of the Indianapolis branch, assisted by Helen Bohn. The Louisville
branch will be closed.
Percy Barr of National Screen Service
was injured slightly Thursday on his way
to Louisville. His wife 7vas injured also
Tvhen the automobile in which they were
riding turned over into a roadside ditch.
Mrs.

Barr is suffering a fractured collarbone. The car ivas completely demolished.

George W. Weeks, GB general sales
manager: Herman
Booth. Cincinnati
branch manager; Jack Harris. St. Louis
branch

manager, and Fred Waggoner, Indianapolis, had an all-day conference Fri-

on

“The

Importance of Exchange Advertising,” and John W. Mangham, southeastern franchise holder, who completed

the program with “Monogram Franchise
Holders’ Future.” The Friday sessions
closed with a dinner and executive session
with Ray Johnston, Edward Golden, Herschel Stuart, and the franchise holders.
European

Distribution

Through

Pathe

At the closing session Saturday morning
and afternoon, Norton Richey, foreign
stated that United Kingdom distribution of Monogram product was already set with Pathe and several European
countries ready to sign. Joe Felder, New
York manager, announced the immediate
opening of the exchange there, located at
630 Ninth Ave., with personnel already set.
He said a number of circuits have promised

delivery of pictures and on time. Mortimer Burnside, representing the Sisto

Hollyiuood
tion.

that “it is every man’s job to demand full
exhibitor cooperation and recognition of
the

observance of Mother's Day. members cf Major Bowes International Revue
appearing at the Lyric Theatre gave a
(Continued

on next pagei

during the past week are the following
well-known theatre owners;

F. R. Thompson for his Tonna
tre, Owatonna, Minnesota.

Thea-

banking firm, and speaking on “The "Viewpoint of Capital,” said that Monogram had
thoroughly investigated and had been

proven completely reliable. Final summation of the convention activities was made
by Sales Manager Golden who ended a
final burst of oratory with the statement

In

A few of the many additional contracts received and installations made

er’s viewpoint and said that the Monogram
record of past performance guarantees the

Floyd Brown,
Universal manager;
George Levy. Curt Butler, Al Lachnit and
Pete Fortune left Wednesday Jiight for
conven-

but also in far-off
The AIR-LOC facto work night and
its many orders for
to be received al-

to buy Monogram. Herschel Stuart, company treasurer, spoke on the theatre own-

day.

the company

northwest territory,
eastern territories.
tory is still forced
day in order to fill
chairs that continue
most daily.

manager,

been

to attend

^HE sale of AIR-LOC full-upholstered
chairs continues not only in this

value

of the program,

and

Mr. L. V. Danielson for his Liberty
Theatre, Fosston, Minnesota.

to deter-

mine to reach all sales quotas set.”
The convention closed with a banquet
on Saturday night which was attended by
all the conventioneers and also by many
persons prominent in the local industry.

H. W.
Theatre,

Knutson

for his new

State

Livingston, Montana.

Mr. E. Pirtle for his Bijou Theatre,
Abbington,
Left: Informally gathered at the
Monogram Convention in Chicago last
week were Aaron Saperstein, Allied
Theatres of Illinois; W. Ray Johnston,
Monogram president; Walter Immerman, Balaban & Katz Theatres. Below is a part of the crowd that attended Henri Elman’s open house
the Chicago Monogram exchange.

Illinois.

Fred Anderson, head of the Anderson Circuit of Theatres, for their new
Wilton Theatre, Wilmington, Illinois.

at

A. Macci and sons for their Wayne
Theatre at Greenville, Chio.

Ed. L Butler, Butler Theatre, Ishpeming, Michigan.

The main

office of the AIR-LCC

SEAT

INDUSTRIES, INC., which is at 33 Holden, Minneapolis, reports that all sales
on chairs are now being made from
factory direct to theatre owners. — Adv.
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INDIANA NOTES
]y|IECZYSLAW DYLONG, former Polish
actor, has been named assistant director of the newly organized Polish Motion Picture Co. of Hollywood and will
leave for California June 1.

Bloomington

—

A

new

marquee,

clas-

sic lobby frames and 3-line changeable
banner, are included in the improvements
at the Vondee Theatre here.
Dugger — The

Eleanore Whitney was in Milwaukee this
week for the unveiling of windows at The
Boston store here in connection with the

Cozy

Theatre

carpeted with Crestwood
Indianapolis — The

is being

re-

carpet.

Douglas

Theatre

has

showing of “Hollywood on Parade.” Fox’s
Palace, where “Turn Off the Moon” opened May 14, cooperated in the tieup.

installed a new booth table, film cabinet
and automatic enclosed rewind.

Pox-Wisconsin has leased the Grand
Theatre at Port Washington from William
M. Roob. The house is to be completely
renovated.

Washers

Indianapolis — Sirocco

The renovated Majestic at Rhinelander,
dark for the past several years, has been
reopened by Sam Miller, operator of the
State Theatre there.

Canton,

This

Eugene Bartzen is the new manager of
the Star Theatre at Sheboygan, which has
reverted to a single feature policy.
has installed new

sound

equipment

in its Downer, east side Milwaukee
borhood house.

neigh-

Jack Schnell has resigned as manager
of the Avalon Theatre at Black River Falls,
where he has been succeeded by A. Kuhn,
former manager of the Eastwood in Madison. The house has adopted a continuous
operating policy from 1 to 11 p. m.
Fox is reopening its Davison Theatre at
Beaver Dam to be operated as a second
run house. The theatre is being entirely
renovated and improvements are also be-

is a

story

of Hollywood

T. C. Gran is now operating the Park,
Milwaukee neighborhood house formerly
conducted by F. B. Wasielewski.

Mrs. Sarah Eskin is now operating the
Eskin and Richland theatres at Richland
Center, formerly operated by Jac Eskin.
Recent Wisconsin reopenings include
the Opera House at Green Lake and the
Viking at Loyal.

Leo Haney has been named manager of
the Gateway Theatre in Kenosha, succeeding Harry Corbett.
BOXOFFICE

May

invad-

with

III. — The

Fox

of Webster

Washington,

Wis. — E. L. Weisner,

Mr. and Mrs. William Roob and will operate it on a long term lease. He will start
remodeling work immediately.

that com-

Take Building Bids
Vernon,

A. Collins

Fox Wisconsin Theatres executive, has
taken over the Grand Theatre here from

pany’s studio. A resident of Chicago,
she is the daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
Frank P. Abrams, 1633 Hyde Park
Blvd.

Mount

Mo. — W.

Roobs Sell to Fox
Port

beauty contests, her picture attracted
the attention of a Warner Bros, scout,
witii the result that Adair now holds

Midwest

New
Four

Star Series

Agency Corp., Kansas City, Mo., will open
bids here May 12 for the construction of
a new 1,200-seat theatre. Plans call for a
two-story building with shops and offices
in addition to the theatre.

ing made to the circuit’s Odeon there,
which will operate as a first run house.

The Vogue Theatre at Kenosha reopened May 7 after being dark five days for
renovations and in stallation of new sound.
Formerly operated by George Fischer, Milwaukee exhibitor, the theatre is now being conducted by Standard Theatres, Inc.,
operators of the Kenosha, Gateway and
Cameo theatres there. Leo Kulik, former
assistant manager of the Gateway, is manager.

Air

Groves, Mo., who operates a circuit of
theatres in Illinois and Missouri, has purchased the old Starr Opera House building
in Canton, and will spend $20,000 to make
it into a modern picture house. He also
owns the new Gem Theatre in Canton.

ing Northwestern University at Evanston, III., to sign a pretty and talented,
girl to a film contract. And the above
picture shows ivhy Adair Adams was
the one sought. Winner of several

a se'’'en-year contract
Fox

and

Collins Annexes Another

Walter Baier has constructed a penthouse atop his Fort Theatre in Fort Atkinson.
Mr. and Mrs. Vernis Hardy of Sheboygan are the parents of a baby girl. Hardy
is a second cousin to Oliver Hardy, film
comedian.

Blowers

are being installed in the Alhambra Theatre, Rockport, The Cinema,
Indianapolis, and the Jefferson Theatre,
Huntington, Ind.

INDIANAPOLIS
(Continued

from preceding page)

special performance

at the Home

for Aged.

“Wake Up and Live” is being held
the Apollo Theatre for a third week.

at

Tom Divine, manager of the Indiana
Roof, unusually successful for the past ten
years, will open the Indiana Theatre for
a four weeks’ run of major stage and
screen attractions.
The
Special
Newly

“MAGIC WEATHER”
COMBINATION

FAN

UNITS

-- AIR- WASHER

CENTRIFUGAL
"V" DRIVE AND

PUMP
MOTOR

No. 4444— Capacity

6.000 C.F.M

$540.00

Fountain Square Theatre is celebrating its ninth anniversary this week.

No. 5555— Capacity

10,000 C.F.M

$625.00

No. 6666— Capacity

15,000 C.F.M

$715.00

attractions have been hooked, according to Earl Cunningham, manager.
elected officers are: M. Horowitz,

No. 7777— Capacity

20,000 C.F.M.

$950.00

president; E. C. Dean, vice-president; Bennett E. Sagalowsky, secretary -treasurer.

Greatest

Value

Cooling

Ever

Offered

in

Equipment.

According to unconfirmed reports along
Filmrow, shippers, inspectresses and bookers have been unionized. Truck drivers
employed at the film transit companies
also reportedly joined the union.
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Indianapolis Is Host
to RCA Convention
Indianapolis

—

More

then

125

RCA

Photophone sales executives, district managers, sales representatives and service supervisors from all parts of the country
converged on Indianapolis Wednesday
night for the opening of a three-day sales
convention Thursday morning at the Lincoln Hotel.
In addition to RCA Photophone’s own
executives, there were talks by many prominent theatre and equipment company
heads during the daytime sessions and at
two banquets which are to be held at the
hotel. These include Lester Isaac, sound
projection supervisor of Loew's, Inc.; Sid
Samuelson, former president Allied States;
E. C. Zrenner, chief engineer. Interstate
Circuit; Harry Brandt, president, ITOA
of New York; Frank Cahill, sound projection supervisor, Warner Bros.; Dan D.
Halpin, vice-president. Dictograph Products Co.; Herbert Griffin, vice-president,
International Projector Corp.
Indianapolis was selected as the site of
the convention in order to give the Photophone men an opportunity to inspect
RCA’s new manufacturing plant there,
which is the largest in the world devoted
exclusively to the making of sound apparatus. Edwin M. Hartley, RCA Photophone
head, opened the sessions with an address
of welcome, and officiated as chairman.
Edward Auger, Photophone sales executive,
acted as vice-chairman throughout the
convention. Thursday’s program included
a discussion of technical field service matters; an address on hard-of-hearing devices by Halpin; an address on projection
equipment by Griffin, and another on theatre acoustics. Zrenner, Isaac and Samuelson occupied the spot light as speakers
at the banquet Thursday night. The entire party was taken by bus to the Sanders
Theatre to hear the new RCA High Fidelity sound equipment recently installed
there.
Friday, most of the time was spent at
the Indianapolis plant. Buses transported
the delegates from the hotel for a thorough inspection of the factory’s extremely
modern and extensive facilities for turning out High Fidelity sound equipment.
After an opening address by Vance C.
Woodcox, RCA sales executive, Dave J.
Finn, Photophone advertising manager,
outlined the company’s advertising and
sales promotion plans for the year. Then
Max C. Batsel and C. N. Reifsteck, Photophone’s engineering aces, explained the
outstanding technical features of the High
Fidelity sound reproducing systems. The
principal speakers at the banquet Friday
night were Brandt and Cahill. This was
a visit to the local Loew’s
followed tobylisten
Theatre
to a demonstration of the
latest achievement in High Fidelity sound
recording utilizing RCA’s push-pull and
ultra-violet light methods. Included was
some of the music recently recorded by
Leopold Stokowski, famed orchestra director, at the Philadelphia Academy of Music
for use in Universal’s forthcoming musical,
“One Hundred Men and a Girl.”
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hots'' as
to "Snaps
LookColum
bia Starter
New

York

— Jack

Cohn,

Columbia

(Continued

from page 73)

car to do it in. Irv has a 1937 Oldsmobile
four-door.

vice-preside7it, recalled this week
that it was “Screen S7iapshots”
which gave him and his brother,
Harry, the start bi founding the
compa7iy k7iow7i 7ww as Columbia
Pictures Corp.

The local M-G-Mers, back from the an7iual convention, held this year in Hollywood, are still a little inarticulate when
it comes to describing the wonders of the

Durbig the mo7ith of Ju7ie Columbia ivill observe the nth an7iiversary

company.” The boys, it seems, were wined,
diner a7id “hot-aired” to the absolute limit

of “Scree7i S7iapshots.“ the oldest
7iovelty reel bi the busbiess.
In 1919 Jack Cohn conceived the

of human endurance and simply can’t find
sufficie7it adjectives with which to describe
the gra7id a7id glorious time to which they
were treated by dear old Mother Metro.
They probably will be raving for many
mo7iths about those great studios a7id the
colossal institution of which they are a

idea of producing a “fa7i 7nagazine
071 the screen,” picturing the intbnate
lives, fads a7id foibles of Hollywood
personalities. That basic pattern has
been C07itinued ever since. He interested Harry Cohn, noio president of
Columbia, and Joe Bra7idt in the idea
and induced them to leave Universal
to organize C. B. C. Sales Co., a name
obviously made up of the partners’
initials. The firm later became Columbia.

DETROIT TAX BOOST
TRY WON BY DISTRIBS
Detroit— An

attempt

by

the

Detroit

board of assessors to assess exchanges
their personal property taxes on a basis of
potentiality of the product was defeated in
a hearing before the city council board of
review. This exchange victory wili save
the exchanges many thousands of dollars
annually.

“greatest

meeting

in the

history

of the

C. H. Penikoff of Chicago has purchased
part.
the
Valencia Theatre in Waukegan from
Mannie Silverman. Penikoff has plans for
extensive remodeling of the house, work
cn which has already been started. H. H.
Rhyan will continue as manager.
Those soft-ballers are gettbig bito their
stride with the seco7id week of the league
over a7id from now on predict a hot race
to the championship. Last Monday’s results were He7iri El7na7i 1, National
Scree7i 1; B.
K. 12, Metro-Paramount
5; Film Carriers Photoplay 27, Filmack 6.

The assessors, basing their rejection of
the tax statements filed by the companies

Farrar & Turner, who operate a circuit
in southern Illinois, have started work on
their new theatre to be built on the site
of several buildings recently destroyed by
fire in Vienna, 111. The building will cost
about $25,000 and is set for completion
about August 1.

on the premise that "property that will
produce the income these pictures produce
has a greater value than the material and

For once a picture has been made about
our own movie folks in Hollywood which

labor that goes into their making,” assessed from $100,000 on the independent

does 7iot itself “go Hollywood,” and just
as “for once” a picture has been made
about the Hollywood folks that has some
human biterest . . . and what human interest! “A Star Is Born,” curre7itly playing
United Artists Theatre, and probably due

groups, up to $500,000 on the major exchanges. The original tax statements filed
by the exchanges, based on a valuation of
one and one-half cents a foot for film
representing the cost of raw material, plus
labor involved in development, in no case
exceeded $20,000.

EXCLUSIVE

UNIVERSAL QUASHES
ROGERS EXIT RUMOR
Hollywood — Definitely

quashing

the ru-

mors which have been printed and circulated throughout Hollywood and other film
centers that a successor to Charles R. Rogers as vice-president in charge of Universal’s production was being sought, J.
Cheever Cowdin, chairman of the company’s board, ended all such conjectures
when, during a dinner for department
heads of the studio early this week, he
declared :
“Despite reports, published or otherwise,
no consideration has been given to a
change in the post of executive producer
of Universal. Contrary to reports, neither

DISTRIBUTORS

Chicago & Indianapolis
Film Territories
FOR

MOTIOGRAPH
MODEL HU DE LUXE
PROJECTOR
•
Everything For the Theatre

GUERCIO
& BARTHEL CO.
9(18 So. AVaiha^ili Aie.
CHICAGO

GER - BAR, Inc.
443 N. IIIIiioIm St.
INUIANAI’OniS

my associates nor I have had any conversations or negotiations with anyone, directly or indirectly, with that end in view.”
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for a long stay there, is one of the most
human documents ever to be screened
about picture folks. A re-born Janet Gaynor and an always capable Fredric March
present the gripping and dramatic story

ESSANESS TRIPLES
HINT OF B & K CLASH

AT

Chicago

—

Something

more

than

just

of the little girl's Cinderella rise to stardom in a manner which will hold millions
of theatre goers in the palms of their
hands all over the world, and by doing so,
establish a mark which will not be hit for
a long time to come.

showmanship is seen in the action of Essaness Theatres in putting triple features
in several of their houses, particularly in

The Messrs. Murphy and Miller (the
latter being Harvey) and Roy Blass, who
between them furnish a complete air-conditioning and remodeling service in the
Standard Oil Bldg, are remodeling their
own offices into a showroom for many

Currently,
“Romeo and
Court” and
while at the

products
modern
a most
and well

an open fight for business against Balaban & Katz. This is somewhat borne out

w'hich go into the making of a
theatre. It will be, when finished,
unusual modernistic show-room,
worth seeing.

the Sheridan,
luxer.
See

North

Fight

Side 3,000-seat de-

With

B. & K.

the Sheridan is advertising
Juliet” along with “Midnight
“Man Who Found Himself,”
B. & K. Patheon, just a few

blocks north, “Romeo” is playing alone.
The inference is that Essaness has entered

by the manner in which Essaness is advertising its marathon show. The ads give
the time each feature goes on during the

In response to Charlie Trampe’s plaint
at the Monogram convention in Chicago
May 7-8 that his quota had been set too
low, Ray Johnston countered, “Wait until
it’s over and we’ll set you a new one for
next time.”
A skit at the Monogram convention in
which, for once at least, the salesman

day and carry the statement “Take Your
Choice, See 1 or All 3,” which, while normally to be interpreted as a statement to
the public that they could pick whatever
part of the show they wanted to see, is
given the harsher meaning on Filmrow
of a direct hit at the Pantheon.

really took the exhibitor’s pants, was presented by Salesman Ed Lurie and Ross
Leddy, radio performer and an exhibitor
in his own right.

Essaness has also gone in for triples
in several other spots, including the North
Center and the Biograph, but no indication is seen there other than that the circuit executives figure the public wants
quantity of show. Reports, however, indicate that there has been no rush to the
doors of these houses and that the long
shows were played entirely without holdouts.

Walter Immerman, general manager of
Balaban & Katz, endeared himself to all
the boys at the Monogram meet with the
instructions which he issued to all B. & K.
theatres to admit them at any time. The
only pass needed was a Monogram button,
which everyone had, and they took advantage of the offer to a consideroMe degree.
Henri Elman, as the convention’s local
host, was here, there, and everywhere. On
Thursday, before the doing formally opened, Henri entertained them all at the
local exchange, where the drinks were
plentiful and the decorations of the office
so much Mongram that every visitor felt

Are

No

PICKETS
New

week

Special

were

Broadway

withdrawn

theatres

by

Mo. —

Grace

ing here Wednesday on the RKO reorganization plan indicated the company
would show a profit of nearly two million
dollars during the first six months of this
year. Testimony also revealed the Radio City Music Hall had lost $1,663,778
during its more than four years of operation ended April 30.
BOXOrnCE
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a

red-letter

day for Leo Blank of Chicago, midwest
district manager. Before the entire assemblage Grad Sears, general sales manager,
presented Blank with a four-figure check
for running off with first place in the
Sears sales drive. And it was a generous
gesture that Blank responded with.
He’s splitting the money between the
seven branch managers of his territory
that helped him win the award. They are
Art Andrews, Des Moines; Rud Lohrenz,
Minneapolis; Fred Greenberg, Indianapolis; Clarence Olson, Omaha; Bob Smith,
Milwaukee; Tom Gilliam, Chicago, and
Hall Walsh, St. Louis.
Blank thought he was entitled to part of
the prize, so he announced he was treating himself and Mrs. Blank to a Cape Cod
cruise next month. It will be in the nature
of a second honeymoon.
Fred Greenberg , Indianapolis brayich
manager, staged a reunion with William
Warner, Kansas City branch manager,
under whom he formerly worked as salesman in that territory. Greenberg also revived Kansas City memories with Ray
Whittaker, formerly manager of the Shubert in Kaycee, now with the Shubert office in New York.
Tom Gilliam, Chicago branch manager,
has earned for himself the nickname
“Tol’able Tom.” That’s because his col-

Harold Mirisch, manager of Warner theatres in the Milwaukee territory, has resigned from the company. His future plans
are undisclosed.

W. K. Gleason, got a behind-the-scenes
peek of Father Knickerbocker’s village
through the all-seeing eyes of “Dinty”
Moore, an old St. Louisan and now director of Warners’ New York metropolitan
theatres.
Bob Smith, Milwaukee exchange manager, IS really on the spot. He promised
Jack, L. Warner that he’d sew up every
situation 100 per cent next season.

Gale,

at the hear-

was

10-13

The St. Louis contingent, namely Hall
Walsh, James Hill, Lester J. Bona and

It was old home week for Cliff Almy,
former Indianapolis manager, who is now
head of the company’s

office in the Philip-

pines.

Another Angle

RKO Profit Foreseen
York — Figures revealed

York — Tuesday

MAY

the

painters’ union on alleged promise of other
crafts to aid in studio strike campaign.

daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Leon C. Gale,
415 West Jackson road, has signed a motion picture contract with 20th CenturyFox. Her parents have gone to Hollywood
to visit with her. She is a former student
of Mary Institute and Washington University in St. Louis and has attended the
University of Southern California in Los
Angeles, where she attracted a film scout.

New

CONVKNTION

this

Grace Gale Signed
Groves,

New

TIIK

VIEWS

leagues claim he was first to hit the “hay”
morning.
every
night and the first to leave it every

WITHDRAWN

York — Pickets

from

Draw

proud to be a part of it. Henri’s organization, including Carl Harthill, Indianapolis manager, Morris Heilman and
Charlie Lindau, salesmen, and Harold
Weiss, booker, acted as assistant hosts
throughout the convention.

Webster

WARNER

Milwaukee — Jack

Leo Blank (left), Warner midwest district manager headquartering in Chicago, smilingly accepts his check as
first prize winner in the district managers’ division in the Sears Sales
Drive from Gradtvell Sears, vice-president and general sales manager, at
the Warner national sales convention
in New York this week.

Jaster, publicity man

for the Fox circuit here, cracked the
local newspapers when he announced that
because

the American Foundrymen’s Association convention in town made it difficult for the “Slums of Paris” cast playing the circuit’s Palace Theatre here, to
find hotel accommodations, it was necessary to house the gals in two trailers on a
77
lot adjoining the theatre.
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MULTIPLE RUNS "BURNING" FILMS
Doubles Move Ahead in
Minneapolis

Commonwealth to

Minneapolis — Double

Meet May 25-26
Kansas

City — Twenty- five theatre

man-

agers of Commonwealth Theatres will attend the circuit’s annual spring convention
at the Blue Hills Country Club here May
25 and 26, C. A. Schultz, head of Commonwealth, announced this week.
While complete details of the convention
program will be announced later, one important subject which will be taken up at
the meeting is the circuit’s annual summer drive for business, the King of the
Sun contest.
This promotion has been
cessfully for several years,
and qualifications change,
ally ends in an outing on
Ozarks.
Results

of

Last

carried out sucand while prizes
the contest usuthe Lake of the
Contest

Winners of Commonwealth 13-week
spring drive, ended May 3, follow:
Rex Kendall, Pattee, Lawrence, Kas.,;
$75; Rex Barrett, Uptown, Columbia, Mo.,
$50, and H. Ohlson, Calvin, Washington,
Mo., $40; Lee Chamberlain, Perkins, Harrisonville, Mo., $30; Lloyd Morris, Plaza,
Great Bend, Kas., $25; Glen Deeter, Royal,
Hoisington, Kas., $20, and Homer Ellison,
State, Garden City, Kas., $20.

features

are

making

boxoffice headway in Minneapolis. Instead of usmg them only
the last three days of each week, the
Aster (Publix) the past fortnight has
shown twin bills the entire week, with
two changes for each seven-day period. The bargain programs have
stimulated business at this house.
The State (Publix), the only other
local loop house using double features, also has been showing boxoffice gams recently. It plays the twin
bills an entire week.

STAPEL
Kansas

STRIKES AT
STAND BY ACTORS

City — Disgust

with

actors

and

actresses who have been taking a hand in
the Hollywood strikes was expressed by
John Stapel, president of the KMTA, at
the Variety Club luncheon here Monday,
May 10. Approximately 75 members heard
Stapel’s talk.
“The most overpaid persons in the
world,” Stapel said, “not a one of the
actors or actresses came forward with an
offer to take a cut so that more would be
available to pay the labor union members
striking for better pay.

Doubles and Triples Boost
Numerical Need During
Current Season
Kansas

Kansas

City — The

lATSE

an-

nounced here this week that its affiliate, Film Exchange Employes local, will take in bookers. At first
the International headquarters sent
along word to leave them out, along
with front office employes, but now
they will be included.

COMMONWEALTH BUYS
TWO NEOSHO HOUSES
Kansas

City — The

Commonwealth

The-

atre circuit announces that effective June
6 it will take over the operation of the
Orpheum and Fotosho theatres in Neosho,
Mo. Hugh Gardner will continue to be
managing director of the two houses.
Edward Harris, who has been with
Gardner for a long time, is the new manager of the two theatres.

MIDWEST EDITION Is One of the Seven Sectional Editions in Which BOXOFFICE Is Published Weekly. The
Other Six Editions Are: NEW ENGLAND, MIDEAST, CENTRAL, WESTERN, SOUTHERN, EASTERN.

to double

and

triple

For instance, in key towns of from 5,000
to 15,000 population in Kansas and Missouri, some theatres have adopted the
policy of running two changes a week with
doubles, compared with four changes a
week with singles last year at this time.
This is true, however, only in those cases
where the theatre can get strong enough
pictures to stand up. When they do,
though, they play them as long as possible;
that is, until they begin to lose their pull
at the boxoffice, which is, in some instances as long as six or seven days.
Double bills are being used by some Kansas exhibitors to take the place of money
giveaways, which were banned by the Kansas supreme court’s recent decision holding
Bank Night a lottery.
The multiple bill infection is the worst in
Kansas City, where several theatre still
regularly triple one change a week, and
where the majority of the theatres double
most of the time. The farther away from
the large metropolitan centers the theatre
is, the less doubling there is.

Two
Film Exchange Union
Open to Bookers

City — Due

bills, use of which has increased materially
over this time last year, exhibitors of the
area are using more pictures in the season
now drawing to a close than were used
last season. Just how many more cannot
be determined, inasmuch as there have
ing.
been certain offsets to this increased book-

See Two Films
for Eight Cents

Herington,

Kas. — Aiming

for a new

high,tiveorstunts,
low,
“bargain” Theatre,
competi-a
theinDickinson
unit of the chain bearing that name,
advertised two pictures for eight
cents in cash. The ad promised another ticket for one cent to patrons
buying one for seven cents. Pictures
played were Universal’s “Three Smart
Girls” and United Artists’ Selznick
production, “Little Lord Fauntleroy.”

JESSE SHLYEN, Midwest Editor, 4704 E. 9th St., Kansas
City, Mo. Phone CHestnut 7777. MAURICE WOLFF, 801
Wesley Temple Bldg., Minneapolis, Minn. PAUL JAMES,
3711 N. 56th St.. Omaha. Neb.

"Move-Overs" Do Not
Harm Nabes— Mantzke
Minneapolis — “Move-over” downtown
mns of outstanding pictures are not detrimental to neighborhood exhibitors. Instead, they actually help the suburban
houses and objections to and complaints
against them are not warranted.
Mantzke

Contention

This is the contention of Frank Mantzke,
manager of Universal exchange here. The
Mantzke contention is based on the local
experience of no less than five Universal
pictures in Minneapolis and a general
study of the matter, he says.
The pictures in questions were "Be Mine
Tonight,” "Magnificent Obsession,” "Show
Boat,” "My Man Godfrey” and “Three
Smart Girls.”
"Be Mine Tonight” ran 23 weeks at the
downtown World here. After nine days at
the Orpheum "Magnificent Obsession” ran
eight weeks at the World. Following 10
days at the Orpheum “Show Boat” moved
over to the World where it ran nine weeks.
"My

Man Godfrey” did sensational business for two weeks at the Orpheum and
then immediately went into the World
where it continued four more weeks. After
two smashing weeks at the Century “Three
Smart Girls” took up its abode at the
World and remained there for 10 more
weeks.
All

Bio

Winners

Every one of these pictures was a big
winner at neighborhood and suburban
houses here. All played extended time in
the uptown spots. Several boast a number of uptown house records.
And

after their neighborhood engagements these pictures have returned downtown for additional engagements — always
to profitable business. The last of the list,
“Three Smart Girls,” after playing all the
25 and 20 cent neighborhood spots to record business, including extended playing
time in every instance and several return
engagements, came back to the loop last
week, going into the Seventh Street Theatre, usually a two-day stand, where the
night price was boosted and from 15 to
20 cents.

“ 'Move-over’ runs, such as those enjoyed
in downtown Minneapolis by these Universal pictures, are helpful to the neighborhood and suburban exhibitors, because
the additional newspaper and word-ofmouth advertising that they receive during their downtown engagements spell
more profit for the uptown houses and
more than offsets the delay in reaching
the latter.
“It has been conclusively proved that,
instead of milking the picture dry, the
‘move-over’ runs actually create boxoffice
stimulus. It’s a fact that many of the
people who attend the pictures downtown
go to see them again in the neighborhood
spots. People go back again and again to
see such films as ‘Three Smart
have heard of men and women
five and

80

six times.”

Girls.’ I
seeing it

BELIEVE HIGHER LIVING
COSTS DENTED TAKES
Minneapolis — The
slump in grosses
throughout most of the territory during
the past several months is attributed in
some theatrical circles here, in part, to the
general increase in living costs.
For many fans, it is pointed out, living
costs have risen faster than incomes. As
a

News

in Brief

■pHE sale of AIR-LOC full-upholstered
chairs continues not only in this
northwest territory, but also in far-off
eastern territories. The AIR-LOC factory is still forced to work night and
day in order to fill its many orders for
chairs that continue to be received almost daily.

A few of the many additional contracts received and installations made
during the past week are the following
well-known theatre owners:

result, there has to be some retrenchment on such luxuries as amusements.
Although their own costs have been getting higher and higher, leading circuit

operators as well as independent exhibitors do not feel that conditions in this
particular section, mainly dependent upon
agriculture, warrant any boosting of admission prices. In recent weeks, even outstanding pictures have not been faring any
too well at the boxoffices.
A good crop this summer, however, would
change the entire picture, it is felt. With
agricultural prices at a high level, as at
present, prosperity would receive considerable stimulus. In the fall, then, it is
pointed out, admission prices could be
jacked up.

F. R. Thompson for his Tonna
tre, Owatonna, Minnesota.

Thea-

Mr. L. V. Danielson for his Liberty
Theatre, Fosston, Minnesota.

H. W.

Knutson

for his new

State

Theatre, Livingston, Montana.

19 Attend Confab
New York — Among the members of the
Warner sales staff attending the company’s annual convention at the WaldorfAstoria here. May 10-13, were 19 from the
Midwest area.

Mr. E. Pirtle for his Bijou Theatre,
Abbington, Illinois.

They included Branch Manager A. W.
Anderson and Salesmen C. A. Pratt, Harry
Herman, J. M. Beatty from Des Moines;
Branch Manager Rud Lohrenz and Salesmen E. D. Perkins, H. B. Johnson, Myron
B. Adcock, L. Blumberg, C. T. Charack,
Chas. Jackson from Minneapolis; Branch
Manager C. K. Olson and Salesmen James
Hill, Lester J. Bona, W, K. Gleason from
Omaha; and Branch Manager William
Warner, Salesmen R. H. McConnell, W. B.
Adams, Bill Flynn from Kansas City.

Fred Anderson, head of the Anderson Circuit of Theatres, for their new
Wilton Theatre, Wilmington, Illinois.

A. Macci and sons for their Wayne
Theatre at Greenville, Chio.

Halpern Returns
Minneapolis — S. P. Halpern, local attorney, returned from Jefferson City, Mo.,
where he appeared as counsel in the state
supreme court for “Bank Night,” arguing
in favor of a demurrer against an indictment charging violation of the state lottery law. The lower court had sustained
the demurrer and the state appealed.
COLD

SPRINGS

OPENING

Cold Springs, Minn. — The New Spring
Theatre here was opened May 14 with
“Daniel Boone” as the initial attraction.
George W. Jenkins is the owner.
W.

E. DICKSON

Ed. J. Butler, Butler Theatre, Ishpeming, Michigan.

DIES

The main

office of the AIR-LCC

SEAT

INDUSTRIES, INC., which is at 33 Holden, Minneapolis, reports that all sales
on chairs are now being made from
factory direct to theatre owners. — Adv.

Lemon, S. D. — W. E. Dickson, veteran
Lemon exhibitor, has passed away. He
owned the Grand and Aristo theatres.
BOXOFFICE
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who sponsored the Minneapolis
the Silver Jubilee drive. Anderson
salesman for the district.
PROMOTIONS
have been in order at
RKO. A1 Stern, genial office manager,
has been elevated to the post of city salesman and L. P. Kline, assistant booker, has
been upped to office manager. Russell
Abbott moves up from poster clerk to assistant booker. Morton Confeld is the new
poster clerk.
Public theatres used a trailer advertising the coronatio7i radio broadcast over
WCCO, starting at 3 a. m. Wednesday.
That’s one broadcast that doesn’t provide
any opposition for the showhouses.
Moe Levy, 20th-Fox district manager,
was in Des Moines this week conferring
with W. C. Gehring, his division manager,
relative to completion of a three-year deal
with the Tri-States’ circuit. Twentieth-Fox
also is completing a three-year deal with
the Minnesota Amusement Co. (Publix),
covering the entire circuit.
Fred Ableson, GB branch manager, was
m Chicago on business . . . The Palace
celebrated Anniversary Week with a big
vaudeville show.

Out-of-town exhibitors visiting Filmrow
included Mrs. F. D. Gannon, McPitosh,
Minn.; Don Buckley, Redwood Falls, Minn.;
Bill Mlinar, Spring Valley, Minn.; W. J.
Werner, Le Seur, Mmn., and Guy Thorne,
Sandstone, Mmn.
The National Screen employes club held
its first outing since its inception this week.
It was a wiener roast and an enjoyable
time was had by everybody.
Gilbert
manager,

Moe Levy Blasts

Universal’s sales staff left Thursday for
the Los Angeles sales co7ivention. They depart from Los A7igeles 07i the trip back
ho7?ie the 7iight of May 20.
Don Woods is en route to California to
attend the Grand National sales convention. . . Lottie McCullom, Warner Bros,
inspectress, is on the sick list.
The home office has approved U7iiversal su7nmer vacations. Those wiith 07ie
year or more of service ivill receive two
7veeks and those with six mo7iths or more
07ie week. The vacatio7is start the last of
May.

Tommy Charek, Warner salesman, got
the wrong detour in North Dakota last
week and skidded off the road. He had to
get a tractor at 11 p. m. to pull him out
of the mud. Charek, who only recently
joined the Warner Bros, staff, used to make
the Flickertail state for the same company
back in 1928-29, and the boys still remember him.
More

The 20th-Fox party to the Los Angeles
sales convention May 30 will number 10,
including Moe Levy, Joe Podoloff and all
the salesmen. Paul Lundquist, head booker, and Bill Clayson, advertising sales
manager, also will go along. The office
secretaries will take their vacations while
the bunch is away at the convention.

office in
was high

roma7ice

at Colmnbia.

0?i the heels

of the Bess Ackerma7i e7igage7ne7it an7iou7iceme7it there comes the tidmgs that
Mary Atki7iso7i, another char7ni7ig member of the office staff, will plight her troth
to Russell Olso7i m Ju7ie. There are even
rumors that additio7ial similar a7i7iounce7ne7its will be forthcommg from Columbia
S0071. With Da7i Cupid so busy there, it
see7ns a desirable place for the gals to
tvork, but unless Da7i lays off with his bow
a7id arroiv “Hy” Chap7na7i 07ie of these
days 7nay fmd it 7iecessary to do his ow7i
ste7iography a7id blllmg work.
Jack

Thoma

staged

a

great

campaign

for “Lost Horizon” which opened a twoa-day roadshow engagement at $1.65 top
at the Lyceum here last Friday. The attraction doesn’t go into St. Paul.

Allied's Assertion
Minneapolis — Moe Levy, 20th-Fox district manager, disputes an assertion made
in the latest Northwest Allied States’ antibuying bulletin sent to all exhibitors in
the territory that “Twin City exhibitors
have not purchased a single 1937-38 deal
and are not going to do so.”
Levy insists that his company has made
a number of new-season deals with Twin
City exhibitors. What’s more, he declares,
they all call for percentage pictures.
May Increase Percenters
The Northwest Allied States’ campaign
against buying until after the Minneapolis
June meeting, at least, is in protest against
percentage deals. In the face of this agitation against percentage deals. Levy announces that his company is considering
increasing its number of percentage
tures, which now is eight.

pic-

Other

companies insisting upon percentage deals — M-G-M
and Paramount —
have not yet tried to make deals with
Twin City independent exhibitors, it is
learned.
“The

Statement Allied
“Not statement
True”
Northwest

is not

true as far as 20th-Fox is concerned,” said
Levy. “We have made a number of newseason deals, including percentage pictures,
with Twin City independent exhibitors.”
"Throughout the territory we already
have 130 new-season deals — all with percentage because we will not sell any other
way. We are three months ahead of last
year in number of deals.”
It is Levy’s belief that only a few “agitators” among the exhibitors are opposed
to percentage deals and are trying to stir
up

trouble. Even these few, if they
ured the matter out properly, would
friendly toward percentage, he says.

figfeel

Nathanson, Republic exchange
visited Duluth exhibitors this

week. The Republic smash, “Hit Parade,”
is being set throughout the territory.
Mannie

Sgutt, Columbia

salesman,

likes

his brand new auto so much that he can’t
wait each week until he gets it out on the
road to spin through the territory.
The M-G-M crowd is back from the Los
Angeles convention all pepped up, of
course, and saying they had the time of
their lives. Big things happened while the
boys were in the California metropolis —
the studio strike and the aivard to Mae
V/est of her final divorce decree.
A

happy crowd of Warner Bros, salesmen left last weekend for the New York
sales meeting. Saturday was spent in Chicago.
Who says that spring or summer is here?
Louis Blumberg was stalled in northern
Minnesota by a snowstorm for two days
last week. The Warner Bros, salesman says
the going was tough.
Phil Dunas, Columbia district manager,
was in town this week . . . Frank Anderson, Paramount North Dakota salesman,
wearing a new gold wrist watch presented
to him by Mary Carlisle, the screen star,
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Mo7iogra77imers

pictured

from

Momes, as they attended the
cago. Left to right, sta7idivg:
7nanager, Omaha; Chas. M.
Ringler, president of the Des
preside7it of the Mmneapolis
Momes branch.

three

branches,

MUuieapolis,

Omaha

a7id Des

fifth Mo7iogram C07ive7iti07i last week m ChiDo7i Nelso7i, sales7na7i, 077iaha; Bill Strickla7id,
Wie7ier, 77ia7iager. Mhmeapolis. Seated: L. O.
Moines and Omaha co7npa7iy; Ben Natha7is07i.
fir7n, and F. E. Judd, 7na7iager of the Des
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Future of Bank Night
in Missouri in Balance
Kansas City — The supreme court of Missouri is expected to decide whether or not
Bank Night is a lottery under the state’s
statutes sometime within the next week or
two. Division No. 2 of the tribunal took
under advisement the case of Missouri vs.
R. W. McEwan (Bank Night distributor)
following oral arguments May 5. Division
2 is composed of Judges C. A. Leedy jr.
(presiding), George R. Ellison, and Ernest
M. Tipton, and Commissioners James A.
Cooley, Walter H. Bohling and Henry J.
Westhues.
Attorney General Roy McKittrick at the
same time filed a reply brief setting out the
position of the attorney general’s office
with respect to the position. In the brief
the attorney general makes several points,
including that the promotion “clearly
shows a profit-motive or intent” . . . that
“Bank Night involves the evils of lottery
gambling to a much greater degree than
the ordinary theatre lottery;” that “the
sole purpose of the scheme is to sell . . .
better chances” on the prize.
The McEwan case went to the supreme
court on appeal by the state from a decision last year in which Circuit Judge
Marion W. Waltner held the promotion
not a lottery.

ELEANORE WHITNEY
TO SPEND DAY IN K. C.
Kansas City — Eleanore Whitney, actress
and dancer under contract to Paramount,
whose latest picture is “Turn Off the
Moon,” will be in Kansas City all day Monday with her mother.
A reception for Miss Whitney has been
arranged at Variety Club Monday afternoon from 3:00 to 4:30 p. m.. for exhibitors
of the city and territory and their families
and for Variety Club members.
Miss

Whitney,

who

also

appeared

in

“College Holiday” for Paramount, is on her
way back to Hollywood from making personal appearances in St. Louis and Chicago.

K. C. Exchange Union
Has 116 of 150
Kansas City — The Film Exchange
Employes wiion, lATSE
affiliate,
now has 116 members. This is out
of a total of 150 estimated by union
officials to be working at the exchanges, film delivery, independent
poster exchanges, etc. Excluded are
frojit office employes. Included are
bookers, shippers, poster clerks and
inspectresses.
Bookers and poster exchange employes are the next objective of the
union. For the present, it is understood. Film Delivery employes will
not be approached.
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Bank Night Return
Awaits Verdict
K.ansas City — If the Missouri supreme court should uphold the legality of Bank Night in the case of
Missouri vs. R. W. McEwan, Bank
Night

distributor . now before it, exhibitors here and in western Missouri

are expected to return
use of the promotion.

to widespread

There are two reasons for this. In
the first place Bank Night has not
been used to any extent in Kansas
City for some months, so that exhibitors naturally believe it would have
drawing power at the boxoffice. In
the second instance, exhibitors are
looking around for stimulants to bolster the expected summer sags in the
boxoffice graph.

SEEKS TO REVAMP
THEATRE COMPANY
Kansas City — Foreclosure sale of the
Missouri Theatre and hotel. Twelfth and
Central Sts., was forestalled May 11 when
Butler Estate Securities Co. of St. Louis
filed a petition in Judge Albert L. Reeves'
federal district court for permission to reorganize under 77b of the bankruptcy act.
Application for reorganization will be
heard June 5.
Edward M. Ruddy, trustee for the Butler
Estate Securities Co., St. Louis, was to
have conducted the foreclosure sale. Proceeds were to have been used to satisfy
mortgage indebtedness. The Missouri long
has been dark.

KAYCEE SHOWS 20%
ROGERS FUND HIKE
Kansas City — Theatres here report a
better response to the Will Rogers Memorial Fund, collections for which were
taken from audiences last week, than for
the same purpose last year.
Indicative of the strong public sentiment
for the late actor and philosopher is the
20 per cent increase in revenue collected
this year over last by the houses comprising Fox Midwest Theatres, Inc., although
grosses at the theatre were about the same
during the two collections.

More RCA Deals
Kansas City — W. H. Dussler of the
Grand, Greenfield, Iowa, has purchased
new RCA high fidelity sound equipment.
Don Davis reports four other RCA sales in
Iowa: A. B. Pettit, Iowa, Winterset; Lawrence Kuhl, American, Corning; Fred Good,
Lanark, Lanark; W. B. Franke, Humota,
Humboldt.

The illustrious-looking gentlemen in
the photo are none other than National
Screen Service officials and civic leaders present for the opening of the new
NSS home in Kansas City. In the front
row

ileft to right) are Herman Robbins, president, and Sam Dembow jr.,

vice-president. Standing behind Robbins are J. R. McPherson, district
manager; Charles E. Gregory, branch
manager, and T.' S. Abernathy , vicepresident of the First National Bank
of Kansas City. In back of Dembow
(left to right) are C. H. Sigler, First
National Bank executive, and Bruce
Forrester, Chamber
of Commerce
president.

MANY ATTEND NSS
OPEN HOUSE PARTY
Kansas

City — Most

of the Filmrow

and

many

theatre owners and circuit executives helped National Screen Service open
its new branch at 17th and Wyandotte

Streets here May 7. National Screen Service home office and branch executives
were hosts to the industry at an all-day
open house, which included luncheon and
refreshments from noon till 2 p. m.
Herman Robbins, president. New York;
Sam Dembow, vice-president. New York;
J. R. McPherson, district manager; Charles
Gregory, branch manager; Howard Gould
and Morton Truog, salesmen; B . W. Chipman, office manager, and William Truog jr.,
head

of the

new

branch’s

shipping

de-

partment, were on hand to welcome NSS’s
friends. There also was Henry Kohn,
home office representative, who will be
here two or three weeks to help get the
branch functioning.
Among the guests were circuit executives
Elmer C. Rhoden of Fox Midwest, C. A.
Schultz

and O. K. Mason of Commonwealth, Glen W. Dickinson, W. D. Fulton
of Mutual Theatres, etc.

Joe McClure Upped
Kansas City — Joe McClure has been
named manager of the Commonwealth
Kansas at Osawatomie, Kas., by C. A.
Schultz. McClure, brother of Harry McClure, Fox Midwest district manager, has
been

assistant to Stanley Schwan, manager of the Commonwealth Granada, Lawrence, Kas.
Wendell Parkhurst succeeds McClure at
Lawrence, Kas. Parkhurst is a brother of
C. M. Parkhurst, sales representative of
Republic-Midwest Pictures.

BOXOFFICE

:: May

15, 1937.

BEATRICE PETITIONS
FOR SUNDAY SHOWS
Beatrice,

Neb. — Local

civic groups

have

obtained 1,700 signatures, more than
twice the required 720, to a petition which
will be presented to the city council asking repeal of the ordinance banning Sunday shows or calling of a special election.
The Sunday show proposition, which has
failed here several times in the past, seems
to have greater chance of success this time
since the junior chamber of commerce, the
Veterans of the Foreign Wars and the
auxiliaries to the V. P. W. and Legion also
are backing the move.

Omaha Paramount
Faces Foreclosure
Omaha — The

Omaha

National

bank

has

filed suit in district court here to foreclose
on Tri-States-Paramount Theatre and
have a receiver appointed to operate the
property.
Defendants named include the A. H.
Blank Co. of Nebraska, Tri-State Theatre
Corp. and Creighton University. The action, however, is directed against the latter
two on technical grounds only.
The suit claims the Blank company is
in default on $110,275 worth of leasehold
bonds of a total issue of $200,000 it gave
October 1, 1932, for a loan, and that the
theatre is in default $6,000 to the university under its lease.
Charge

Ground

Rental

Overdue

Further allegations include that the
Blank company has not paid the $1,500
monthly rent on the ground the first four
months of this year and that the Blank
corporation is insolvent and unable to meet
its obligations.
The petition further recites that the
university, which leased the property to
the Blank corporation July 30, 1925, under
a 99-year lease, gave notice April 30, 1937,
that it intends to repossess the property
in 30 days. The bank’s petition said it does
not know what interest Tri-States has in
the property.
Henry Monsky, attorney for the Blank
interests, said he does not know what
counter action will be taken, whether the
suit would be contested or be allowed to
go by default. Representing the bank is
the law firm of Crofoot, Fraser, Connolly
& Fraser.
Unfavorably

Nebraska Debates Plan
to File Dmaba Gift Suit
Omaha

Goldberg Must Replace
28 Feet of Curb
Omaha — Excess

Reputed to have always been a money
loser since it was built as the Riviera in
1926, because of its poor location, the 3,000seat Paramount nevertheless is the de luxe
house of Omaha.
Most recent attempt to reopen the house
was last October under a de luxe policy.
This failed, however, and the house closed
again shortly after the Christmas holidays.

Omaha — With

narrowed

the

field down to three or four sites in its
quest for a location for a new first-run
neighborhood theatre, but completion of
a deal still is hanging fire.
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of the

new

800-

seat Grand at Grand Island, Neb., District
Manager Evert R. Cummings has revised
the
there.policy for Tri-States’ other two houses
The Capitol, which formerly enjoyed the
rating of deluxe house and had a 25 cent
matinee and 35 cent evening price the
first three days and a flat 25 cent rate
both matinee and evenings the last four
days, now goes to a 15 cent matinee and
25 cent evening for the entire week.
The Majestic, formerly 20 cents evenings
and 15 cents matinees, now is a straight
15 cents. As for the Grand, it will have
a 35 cent evening and 25 cent matinee the
entire week.
Both the Grand and Capitol will have
three changes a week: single features the
first three days, doubles on Wednesdays
and Thursdays and singles on the last two
days with Bank Night.
The Majestic, which formerly changed
twice a week and had a double feature
policy, now goes to three changes and
keeps double features.

the progress

Hunter said that a “gentleman’s agreement” in the Beatrice case for the losing
side to appeal immediately to the supreme
court should get that suit before the high
tribunal by June. He pointed out that if
such early action was not accomplished
there was no chance of a hearing before
September.

Bank Night Halt
Called in Tekamah
Tekamah,

Neb. — County

Attorney

John

E. Snider has ordered all Burt county theatres to discontinue weekly Bank Night
drawings. His order notified the exhibitors
to comply with District Judge Fred W.
Messmore’s recent ruling at Beatrice, Neb.,
in the case of the state against the Pox
Beatrice Theatre Corp. and Lewis B.
Sponsler, theatre manager, that Bank
Night constitutes a lottery and menace to
the public safety.
Strangely enough, however, both sides in
the Beatrice case agreed that Bank Night
drawings would not be discontinued until
the state supreme court had opportunity
to rule on the case.
Omaha theatres have continued to hold
drawings, and defense attorneys in the
Beatrice case have asked for a new trial.

Honor Oscar Johnson
City, Neb. — The

local Lions

Western Supply Sales
— Western

Theatre

Supply

Lee to Midwest

Club

has decided Exhibitor Oscar C. Johnson,
owner of three houses here, was its most
valuable member during the current year
and has named a committee to choose a
suitable award to present him. Johnson
also is a chamber of commerce director.

an-

nounces the following sales:

Still Seeking Site
has

opening

with

$1,000 out of the attorney general’s appropriation.

TRI-STATES' CAPITOL,
MAJESTIC CHANCES

Omaha

Omaha— Tri-States

he

hired to cut away 10 feet of curb on
the property of his Avenue Theatre
here to allow access to parking space
is costing Ralph Goldberg more than
he bargained for.
Goldberg obtained a city permit to
cut away the 10 feet, but the workmen knocked off 28 feet additional.
Result was that Public Improvements
Commissioner Harry Trustin issued
an order to replace the 28 feet.

Falls

Situated.

zeal of workmen

— Dissatisfied

of the Beatrice, Neb., Bank Night test case,
Richard Hunter, state attorney general,
conferred here Wednesday with County
Attorney James English and Deputy Attorney General Paul Massis on the possibility of filing a suit against some Omaha
theatre. The only hitch to such action
appeared to be the necessity to spend

Screen and light fixtures to Fred Koch's Grand,
Remsen, la.; 991 seats to Morris Cohn’s Strand,
Council Bluffs, la.; eight projection machines to
Ralph Goldberg of the Goldberg Theatre Corp.
for the Avenue, 'Town, Military and Dundee
ii
Omaha;
lamps to the Service Supply Co., De^
Moines, and light fixtures for Military, Town
and
Avenue.

New

York — Arthur

A.

Lee,

GB

vice-

president, left by plane Tuesday for a
ten-day checkup of exchanges in the southern and midwest territories.

DO you yNAHTBeOtn.
SPECIAL TRAILERS t
843
Try F/lMACft.
fioun,

Send Us Your Next Order.

HHIIldSO :

The SPEED and the QUALITY
will please and surprise you!
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LC.Kas. Clearance
Squabble Continues
Kansas City — The Kansas City Kansan
continues to publicize the fight of Kansas
City, Kas., theatre owners, civic groups
and city officials to obtain first-run clearance for its Fox Granada and Electric
theatres.
Referring to the decision of Judge Merrill E. Otis of the federal district court,
Kansas City, Mo., last July in the case
of E. Rolsky, et al., vs. Fox Midwest Theatres, Inc., et al., the Kansaii discovered
that “while the motion picture distributors
now deprive Kansas City, Kas., of new
films for 28 days, they have the legal right
to hold them out of this city for 28 years!”
The Kansan was referring to that part
of Judge Otis’s decision in which he held
that “a distributor of motion pictures,
owning a coypright upon a given picture,
may sell to an exhibitor in a given area
the exclusive right to exhibit that picture,
either for a short period or for a long
period, provided it is not longer than the
life of the copyright, without regard to
whether that exhibitor is one who charges
the same or a different admission price
from that which is charged by another
exhibitor or exhibitors in the same area,”
But the Kansan still regards the situation as “ignominious.” Introducing a review of various court opinions on the matter of clearance, the Kansan comments
that “just the same it might help a lot
if the courts would finally determine uniformity throughout the U, S. exactly what
the procedure should be with regard to
film

priority

as Filmrow

rights — clearance

opens ‘ the two-column,
story with the heading:

“Film Czars Apparently Feel They Give
K. C. K. Quite A Good Break,” and close
it with the statement that “it appears up
to local interests to press their demands
with the film concerns who so far have
declined to budge from their biased position which makes Kansas City, Kas., a
suburb of Kansas City, Mo.

But He Fails to Make Deal
With Tom Edwards
Kansas City — The beaming and benevolent expression which T. R. Thompson,
branch manager for RKO, has been wearing on Filmrow and elsewhere since Thursday, May 6, is entirely justified.
Miss Gerry May Thompson arrived at
Menorah Hospital Thursday weighing 7%
pounds, the second girl in the family. As
if this weren’t enough, however, Friday
turned out to be Mr. Thompson’s birthday,
and the opening date of “Shall We
Dance” at the RKO Mainstreet, as well.
So good about it all did Mr. Thompson
feel that when he spied Tom Edwards of
the Ozark, Eldon, Mo., he straightway entered one of the strangest horse trading
incidents ever to occur on Filmrow.

READYING

NEW

COLBY

Kas. — Work

STICKELMAIER UPPED;
LAWLER TO TOLEDO
Chicago — Moving into the local headquarters of the Balaban & Katz circuit to
take an executive position, Henry Stickelmaier, manager of the two B. & K. houses
at Toledo, Ohio, will be succeeded in that
position by Ralph Lawler of the Newman
Theatre at Kansas City, Mo.
Lawler, who won the Boxoffice Golden
Opportunity Showmanship Contest in 1935
for exploitation campaigns, will manage
the Princess and Paramount in Toledo.
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head

of the

on J. P.

Fox

Midwest

George Peterson, Mrs. Eleanore Walton (city censor), Mrs. June Metcalf; R. R.
Biechele, Arthur Cole, Earl Jameson, Finton Jones, George Harttmann, Frank Bowen, Nat Hechtman and Nelson Burrus.

New Savannah

Firm

Savannah, Mo. — The Tivoli Amusement,
Inc., has been incorporated here with
$5,000 authorized capital to operate, lease,
buy, sell, sublet, promote and carry on

Phillips’ new theatre here. The house will
have a seating capacity of 750. Opening

amusement

is planned in August.
ment will be installed.

shares; V, O, Cook, Maryville, 24 shares,
and Ray Weightman, Maryville, 2 shares.

RCA

sound

equip-

enterprises for profit. The incorporators were; C. E. Cook, Maryville, 24
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nozzles, multiblade

G. A. Peterson
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18th St. — Kansas
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Mfg. Co.
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Peterson
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Phone:
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SUPPLIES

Ernest Amoneno,

Clearance Progress
Kansas City — “Progress” was reported
in the Kansas City, Kas., fight for reduction of clearance, after a civic and exhibitor committee conferred this week with

As they were boarding the special bus
to return to the Home, someone remembered the flowers that had decorated the
table for their refreshments in the clubrooms, and dashed out to the bus to present them. The ladies broke into smiles

Mrs.

HOUSE

has started

of Variety Club May 7 they saw “Quality
Street” on Filmrow, and then were entertained with ice cream and cake and music
at the clubrooms.

Durland, president of Variety’s auxiliary;
Mrs. Jack Cameron; Mrs. C. M. Parkhurst,
Mrs. Ernest Block, Mrs. Frank Bowen, Mrs.
Frank Hensler, Mrs. Roscoe Thompson,

bridle at that price,” answered Edwards,
“if there is a saddle and bridle.”
“What do you mean, if there is a saddle
and bridle? Is there a horse? I haven’t
seen the horse yet. I can’t use a pony
without bridle and saddle. Why, I’ve got
to build a barn for it!”

Colby.

Kansas City — 'Thirty-eight members of
the Nettleton Home for elderly ladies, into
whose lives the brightness of the outside
world perhaps too seldom comes, today are
treasuring a happy afternoon. As guests

and applauded the move enthusiastically.
Mrs. Claud Morris played the piano.
Others who assisted included Mrs. L. F.

“Whafll you take for one of those ponies
you have?” Mr. Thompson asked Mr. Edwards. Edwards told him. “Okay,” said
Mr. Thompson, “I’ll take it if you’ll throw
in the saddle and bridle.”
“You can have it with the saddle and

A. A. Electric Machinery

E. C. Rhoden,
circuit.

K. C. Variety Club
Treats Old Ladies

DAY

privileges,

calls it.”

The Kansan
front page news

BIG THOMPSON

H. F. Rodick
City, Mo.

K. C. SOUND

home

rotors

SERVICE

Syncrofilm
W. L.

SERVICE

Sound Equipment and Service
130 W. 18th St.
W. P.

Norris

HA

4783
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K A Y C IE IE
to general report, John
^ONTRARY
Scott of Republic-Midwest does not
pay this pillar a weekly sum to publish
stores about the exchange. Scott challenges any booker on Pilmrow to produce
two secretaries that possess the looks,
charm, personality and allure — “but not
brains” (Johnny doesn’t pull his punches)
- — such as his own: Jo Sieve and Kay
Griffith. Scott appeared at the exchange
the other a. m. with candy he himself had
made the evening before. “It was peanut
butter fudge when I tried it the night before at home,” he says, “but when it got to
the office, I couldn’t find out what it was
—■it evaporated immediately.” Asked what
other sorts of candy he made, Scott commented (the braggart) “I can make anything sweet.”
Joe

Lenski,

who

operates

the

Cozy

at

Pittsburg, Kas., is readying his new $25,000, 810-seat house at Girard, Kas., for
opening. Lenski has just purchased RCA
high fidelity sound for the new theatre.
Lenski,

while on the Row Tuesday, announced that opening is expected the early
part of September.

Ethel Morrow is the new stenographer
at the Metro exchange. She moves up
from the switchboard to succeed Evelyn
Shapiro, who has resigned to altar it sometime in June with Lucky Guy Jack Flappin.
Ethel is the daughter
Morrow.

i of Universal’s

Ralph

branch
cashier

in Salt Lake City. Chrisman
here for about 18 months.

Clyde Badger of Stetabins Theatre Equipment Co. has spruced up the front of the
store to allow more room for displaying
projectors and other equipment. Looks 100
per cent better.
The

RCA

Photophone

local delegation

Scherer,

Harry Somerville and H. T. Stockholm. They were joined by Sam Reed of
Denver and L. B. Mace of St. Louis.
While

Clarence

Knipe

is home

illness.

Don

Davis,

recently

back

from

Marcus, Columbia exchange manager, returned this week from a trip in
Kansas and found crop conditions excellent and oil play very large around Hutchinson, Arkansas City and Wichita. Looks
good for boxoffice this fall.
Russell Borg, Grand National branch
manager, left Kansas City Thursday for
Omaha, where he joined the GN convention train en route to Hollywood.
The “sneak” preview policy adopted by
Stanley Chambers, managing director of
the Pox Tower and Pox Uptov/n, has worked out so successfully it is becoming a
habit. The Pox Apollo runs the previews,
which are of big pictures not yet released
for first run, without advertising them by
name.
Ralph
Chrisman
man has
of chief

Hayden has succeeded John
as cashier at Paramount. Chrisbeen promoted to the position
accountant at the Paramount
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Joplin,

Mo., reports that Exhibitor Tom Edwards’
little girl is “some cutie.” Davis also reports that Colby, Kas., in addition to using
money for theatre admissions, is accepting
wheat, cream, milk and geese. With all
that Exhibitor J. P. Phillips could hold a
raffle night or run a farm. Anyway he can
eat.

H.

Ben

Says:

IOWA
Exhibitors please note.
The

“Times Square Lady,” “Jungle Princess,”
and shorts. By Wednesday, this week, it
had gone ten days and was still going.
Hindenburg disaster pictures were brought
in last week to augment the attraction.

he called mid-week to inform the office he
was in bed with a cold. What a break!

is re-

Irving Zussman of Metro Premiums in
Boston has been visiting the new Kansas
City office at 113 West 18th St.

The Mutual Brookside, W. D. Fulton’s
new southside house, ran a marathon with

Tom Baldwin, office manager at Columbia, went on a two-week vacation beginning Monday, hut no one knew where until

and

Mrs. Don Davis, wife of the RCA Photophone sales manager, has fust left for
Memphis in an endeavor to recuperate
after a Jiine months’

“High Fidelity”

ill Sam

Hahn is handling this work as Universal’s
advertising accessories manager. Knipe
left Wesley Hospital last week
ported showing improvement.

• DON

to

the company’s eojivention at Indiariapolis
left Kansas City Wednesday afternooji.
The party included Don Davis, Karl

H. Hanson and Elmer Kunz
Royal at Burlingame, Kas.,

Louis Griefe and Mrs. Griefe were on
the Row this week from Windsor, Mo.,
where they operate the Windsor Opera
House, and bought some lights from Jim
Poland.

was

opened their
May 8 . . .

E. Porta is now operating the Community Theatre of Humansville, formerly
operated by A. A. Lacey.

High
for

ever-increasing

popularity

Fidelity

many

the

World's

finest

of RCA

more

sound

sales

system.

Why are so many in lov^a, as well as
elsewhere, buying this low cost, high
quality
way
are

sound?

Well,

we

have

led the

for years in every great improvement. We sell outright — no lease. You
master of your own theatre.

During the last few days the following progressive Iowa Exhibitors have
arranged for the sound that leads them
all:
nAWKENCE
American
W.

KUHE
Tlieatre— Coming:

H. DUSSEEK
(irand Tlieatre — Greenfield

\V. B. FKANKE
Humota
Theatre — Humboldt
EKEB

Exhibitors on Filmrow this week included: J. W. Courier, Courier, Gallatin, Mo.;
Sam Sosria, Varsity, Manhattan, Kas.;
Tom Edwards, Ozark, Eldon, Mo.; J. J.
Kametz, Wellsville, Kas.; Mrs E. Nolan,
Cassville and Pierce City, Mo.; Roy Dunnick, Atchison, Kas.; C. E. Cooke, Marysville, Kas.; John Brandt, Oregon, Mo.;
Homer Garber, Ritz, Baxter Springs, Kas.;
Walt Talbott, Victory, Rogers, Ark.; George
Nescher, Rio, Valley Falls, Kas.; J. L. Cresson, Stiles, Camden, Mo.; I. W. Maple,
Roxy, Bethany, Mo.; Mrs. Mary Valentine,
Rivoli, Girard, Kas.; J. P. Phillips, Colby,
Kas.

makes

GOOD

Lanark
(This
A.

Tlieatre — Lanark

is just

north

of Clinton

in III.)

B. PETTIT
Iona Theatre — Winterset

Our

Iowa

Sales

Manager

Ken

West,

lives

Moines,

in

at

the

Des
Ran-

dolph Hotel. Phone Des Moines 4-2271.
He will take good care of you. Or a
call to us in Kansas City will get our
prompt

attention.

We

will

pave

the

way for more profits — more downright
booth happiness than you ever thought
possible.

A. L. Pindat, branch supervisor of the
Republic Pictures home office, was in town
Thursday and Friday.

New

Stebbins Sales

AVIS

Kansas City — Recent Stebbins Theatre
Equipment Co. sales is announced as follows:
The Belmont, operated by Rube Finkelstein, a
new projector, togrether with new lamps, rectifiers,
screen and lenses.
C. E. “Doc” Cook, who, with Victor
open the new Tivoli at Savannah. Mo.,
two months, some new equipment.
C.

E.

Esteiiy,

Bijou

John Courier’s
ing system.
Blair
cooling

&. Blair’s
system.

BURGAN

in Kansas

Courter,
Lincoln,

lOTH

Gallatin,
Clay

City,
Mo.,

Center,

ST. OPENS

906

Davidson Bldg —
17th & Main
KANSAS
CITY, MO.

Moore, will
in the next
new

carpet.

a new
Kas.,

coola

new

SUNDAY

Kansas City — Ed Burgan will open his
thoroughly renovized Tenth Street Theatre,
Kansas City, Kas., on Sunday.

The World’s Fastest
Growing Sound

Company

n
o
D
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1ID)1IE^ MICOMIIE^ Censorial Board
former biller for MidJ)ORIS westSMITH,
Film Distributors, is now biller for
the new Monogram office here . . . F. E.

Omaha Possibility

Des Moines head of Monogram, addressed the national Monogram convention
at the Drake Hotel, Chicago, last week on

Judd,

“Exchange

Publicity

and

Advertising.”

English,

secretary

to

G.

Ralph

Branton, is resigning on June 1 to devote herself to domesticity. Mr and Mrs.
English recently purchased the beautiful
home of the late Fire Chief Burnett . . .
Mr. and Mrs. A. H. Blank have gone to
New York City. Myron and Raymond
Blank have gone to Montreal, Canada.

Work on remodeling and modernizing the
Rialto at Fort Dodge has beeri started by
Central States Theatre Corp. Cost is estimated at $20,000 . . . Oliver Hinsdell,
a Paramount talent scout, interviewed
many thespians here last week, but aside
from photographs given and others 7iow
bemg taken to send to Hollywood, nothing
exciting developed. Hinsdell secured plenty
of newspaper space for himself 07i his clabn
as the “fi7ider” of Robert Taylor.
Des

Moines

leading

firm

executives

Cm.-vka — Most important result of the recent fracas between Mayor Dan Butler and
managers

Bill Toney, manager of the National Theatre Supply Co. here, is at home after several weeks in the hospital with pneumonia
. . . Ethel B. Good, who has resigned as
secretary to Evert Cummings, Tri-States
district manager in Omaha, to be married
on June 3 to Lieut. Walter Smit of Ft.
Riley, spent the weekend in Des Moines,
where she ivas the guest of honor at a
number of parties given by her friends
here . . . Jack Blair of the accounting department of Tri-States, is resigning,
effective the first of July. His plans for
the future have not been announced.
Doris

of “Tobacco Road” over the presentation of that stage play at the Paramount Theatre probably will be revival of

Omaha’s defunct welfare board, which in
realty is a board of consorship for both
stage and screen.
Restrainer

Braun, resigned . . . Tri-States is continuing its double feature test at the Des
Moines and Roosevelt theatres. A single
feature is shown at the Roosevelt, suburban house, which is a continuation of the
there. At the Des Moines, downtown, the same feature picture is shown
an additional selected feature. Ten

cents more is charged for the double feature program. The policies of the other
Tri-States theatres have not been changed.

A 7iew theatre here, to cost $27,500, will
be erected at 1534 E. Gra7id Ave. by L. H.
Kahn and L. L. Lepovitz, East Des Monies
theatre men. The house will be less than
a block from the proposed new picture
house an7iou7iced recently for 1544 E. Grand
Ave. Plans for the new building are completed and work will start as soon as a
residence can be removed from the site.
Kah7i said the building should be ready
for opening not later than July 15. Kahn
is manager of the Grand and Lepovitz is
manager of the Iowa Theatre, both in East
Des Moines. Lepovitz also owns a theatre
in Madrid, Iowa.
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Show

ning performance of “Tobacco Road” last
Saturday. The previous evening he had
successfully stopped one performance by
stationing 117 policemen around the Paramount to keep out customers and cast
alike.
Tri-States Theatres was unwillingly involved in the controversy, even though the
Paramount had been leased to the stage
unit at $1,000 for the two nights.
Legal aspects were handled by Henry
Monsky,

attorney for the A. H. Blank interests, and also Butler forced payment

of the theatre’s $250 annual occupation
during course of the controversy.
Mayor

tax

Irked

The mayor in a heated moment also
hinted at cancellation of permits of the
Omaha and Orpheum theatres, other TriStates houses here, but nothing came of
that.
Publicity attendent on the fight, at first
believed beneficial if the play were ever
allowed to open, got too strong and the
opposite effect was felt. Only 600 persons
saw the matinee and only about 2,000 the
evening performance.

IHII A

MISS
ETHEL
B. GOOD, secretary to
District Manager Evert R. Cummings
of Tri-States, will have Miss Regina Molseed, secretary of the Omaha Film Board
of Trade, and Miss Elsa Easterly, continuity writer for a local radio station, as her
bridesmaids at her wedding in Omaha
June 3 to Lt. Walter Smit of Ft. Riley, Kas.
Matron of honor will be Mrs. Donald C.
Snyder of Ft. Riley, sister of the bride;
Lt. Walter Diessner, Ft. Riley, best man,
and George H. Good, Monticello, la., her
father, will give the bride away. Following
the wedding a reception will be held at
Hotel Fontenelle. The couple will take an
auto honeymoon.

Mrs. Fer7i Du7no7it, who formerly was
secretary to Office Ma7iager Leo Doty of
U7iited Artists, was to become Cummings’
secretary May 17, but Miss Good will remain a7iother week or so.
Faye

Honey,

the

Tecumseh

exhibitor,

treated Warner’s exchange employes to
his annual mushroom banquet last Tuesday. Honey, quite a mushroom expert,
each year collects the most succulent he
can find around Tecumseh and brings
them to Warners for the girls to cook in
the clubrooms. Only trouble this year was
that Branch Manager C. K. Olson, also a
mushroom fan, was away with his salesmen to the national convention and missed
out. Since the mushroom season is short
he probably
til next year.won’t

get another

chance

un-

Bra7ich Manager H. J. Shumow, Booker
Hazel A7iderso7i, Office Manager V. B.
Tre7it and F. C. Thorteen and C. Nedley,
all of the local M-G-M exchange, were
guests of Nebraska’s Robert Taylor on the
“Broadway Melody of 1937” set while they
were at the Hollywood conve7itio7i.

had

the Paramount here for Tri-States, has
been transferred to the Ottumwa at Ottumwa. Harry Holdsburg takes his place
at the Paramount. Carr succceeds Lou

with

Granted

This was promised by Mayor Butler
after he was restrained by a court injunction from preventing a matinee and eve-

a preview of Columbia’s “I Promise to
Pay” before it opened at the Orpheum . . .
Kermit Carr, who has been manager of

policy

€> mi A

IOWA
—

,

Miss Elsie Welty, secretary to Branch
Manager D. V. McLucas of United Artists,
captained her bowling team in the local

NOTES

S. FRAMED

,=

N. FANGMAN,
manager of the Rialto
at Boone, is looking forward with
pleasure to the fact that this year his
house is to be quite comfortable. Some
$10,000 is being spent on air conditioning.

Community Ladies league to a championship despite the fact she suffered a broken
arm in mid-season.

g

At Lake View, H. A. Schroeder, ma7iager
of the Lake View Theatre, has e7ilarged
his lobby, redecoratmg the e7itire house
and paintmg mside and out. He expects
to
mer.install new upholstered seats this sumThe

business

men

at Lytton

got together

some

two years ago and organized a theatre company because it would bring people to their town. In the meantime, they
had paid for the machines, fixed up the
theatre and increased the quality of the
product used. This year they are showing
RKO, Columbia and Warner. They have

two shows
days.

a week, Wednesdays

and

Satur-

Ted Allen, manager of the Garden Theatre at Guthrie Ceriter, is remodelmg a
buildmg for a new theatre to seat about
385.

It will be

air cooled

and

will be

ope7ied about September 1. As yet he has
chosen 7io 7iame for the new house.

Property Master Eddie Shafton of Variety is reported deeply mterested in 07iawa, la., and everi has go7ie so far as to
determme that film trucks leave for there
at 1 p. m. thrice weekly. Brother Eldon
Shaftoji, M-G-M’s assistant booker, also
has blossomed out in a riot of color and
refuses to wear a vest because it conceals
his 7ieat shirtmgs.
District Manager J. P. Goldhar of
United Artists breezed into town and right
out again, but paused long enough to hold
a sales meeting and to stand beaming outside the Omaha Theatre and hear the
ushers crying, “Standing
“A Star Is Born.”

room

only”

for

With the golfing seaso7i open, sunflower
foreheads are blossommg with Branch
Manager Avery of RKO leading, but
Booker Al Hill 7iot far behind . . . Ditto
for the fishing season, but Branch Manager Ted Mende7thall spent all day Su7iday
fishmg for the wily cat without getting a
nibble . . . Ditto for the vacation season,
among the first to leave being United
Artists Biller Opal Belle Woodson.
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COVERING

TEXAS,

OKLAHOMA.

ARKANSAS.

TENNESSEE,

LOUISIANA,

ALABAMA.

MISSISSIPPI, GEORGIA,

FLORIDA,

NORTH

AND

SOUTH

CAROLINA

UNION IS MOVING INTO DALLAS
Griffith Group at
Gonzales Meets
Gonzales,

Tex. — Employes

of that group

of theatres in Lockhart, Lulinn and Gonzales, under management of Henry Stein,
which formerly comprised the Baker Show
Co., and which now are in the R. E. Griffith circuit, held a convention meeting recently in Palmetto state park to discuss
trade problems and eat barbecued chicken.
Stein presided and talked on theatre
community service, the affiliation of his
theatres with the Griffith circuit, and on
product for 1938 with especial emphasis
on short subjects.
Staff

Members

Speak

Lynn Smith, manager at Gonzales, and
Mrs Henry Masur lead discussions on modern day theatre operation. Philip Schackel
spoke on Social Security and the new theatre insurance plan for employes.
Miss Maretta King and Miss Kathlyn
Vogel represented the cashiers with a number of timely suggestions.
Miss Racheljane McDowell, known as
“Wofford” to the theatre force, told the
whys and whens of exploitation.
Laddo Pewitz, Herschel Garner and Mike
Stopkey talked on future theatre projection.
These theatres under Stein have all enlarged their projection booths and have
insulated them with approved fire-proof
material. Exit doors have been fitted with
panic locks. These theatres have also been
given their annual spring coat of paint.

CARLOS FRIAS' BODY
FOUND IN RESERVOIR
El Paso — The

body

of Carlos

Frias, 38-

year-old theatre man, was found in three
feet of water in Elephant Butte reservoir.
He had embarked in a small boat two days
before.
The body was discovered a few feet from
the capsized boat by William Bohling, an
employe of the theatre which Frias managed.

Nearly 200 Exchange Workers Meet at Call of lATSE

Houston Engineers
Picket Theatres
Houston,

Tex. — Striking

Organizers
organization meeting

theatre

Dallas — An

engineers were picketing four local
houses early this week in a eampaign
to force employers to meet union demands for recognition and higher
wages. The strikers, members of the
Stationary Engineers Union, struck
Saturday for a contract calling for
$58 weekly for chief engineers, $40
for operating engineers and a 42hour week. A. L. Mugnier, union
business agent, denied responsibility
for stench bombs thrown last week
in three houses operated by Will Horwitz, the Iris, Texan and Uptown.

DON NICHOLS WINS
WARNER SILVER CUP
Charlotte — Don

Nichols, manager

of the

Broadway Theatre, was awarded a silver
cup for the best circuit exploitation during 1936 at a meeting of Warner managers
in Washington last week. The cup was
overflowing with silver dollars — an additional award made by George A. Crouch,
assistant zone manager.
J. J. Payette, general zone manager for
the Washington district, made the cup
award. Mr. Nichols won the award over
38 theatres in this district.

Change at Bastrop
Dallas — Here

Monday,

D. F. Luckie

of

Goliad, who owns the Strand at Bastrop,
said he had sold that theatre to Joe Mozola, of Smithville.
Luckie also is planning to sell his theatre at Lott because of the distance of that
town from his headquarters in Goliad. He
reported a new oil well has been brought in
a short distance from Lott.
SELLERS
Melvin,

BUILDING

Tex. — Oscar

IN MELVIN
Sellers

is

con-

structing a new building in which T. B.
Walker of Brady will own and operate a
theatre soon. Walker has a two-year lease.

Wed-

nesday night which attracted 175 shippers,
poster clerks and inspectors sounded the
opening gun in a drive here to unionize
exchange employes under the American
Federation of labor banner.
Under the direct sponsorship of the International Alliance of Theatrical Stage
Employes and Motion Picture Machine
Operators, the meeting was the first in a
series scheduled to unify exchange workers for charter application to the AFL.
Due to reluctance of workers to consider organization, AFL executives have heretofore moved slowly. The turnout Wednesday was said to have surprised the
sponsors by its force. It was presided over
by C. E. Rupard, business manager, and
H. D. Hill, president, of the lATSE local.
P. D. Jackson, president of the Central
Labor Council, also was present.
While lATSE unions in Texas key cities
believe they have sufficient strength to
unionize all unskilled workers in the trade,
the exchange employes are the subject of
initial efforts. Organization of theatre
forces is expected to follow in due course.

INTERSTATE CIRCUIT
REMODELS IN DALLAS
Dallas — The

Interstate

circuit has com-

pletely remodeled the Dal-Sec on Second
Ave. Similar improvements were recently
put through at the Forest on Forest Ave.
and also in the south city area.
Both of these theatres are straight 25cent houses, having abandoned their
cheaper prices and double bills some
weeks ago.

Views Private Power
Olney,

Tex. — C.

F.

Hardwick

of

the

Westex and Olney theatres was in Whitesboro recently to look at light and power
equipment being replaced by larger machinery there. The Olney theatres have
had their own electrical plant for some
time and figured on additional and reserve equipment in looking over the
Whitesboro system.
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SEEK GRADUATED THEATRE TAX
Proposed Florida Bill Hits
Hardest at Chain
Theatres
Miami — No

sooner

has the proposed

five

days a week racing bill been killed by the
public amusements committee of the Florida house of representatives than a bill
proposing a graduated tax on individually
owned and chain theatres is introduced.
Snowed under by telegrams from stable
owners who declared that they would not
bring their strings south if the five-day
racing schedule was voted, the former bill
proved a mere sputtering skyrocket but
it caused more than one chill to theatre
men who realized what passage of such a
measure, and the resultant absence of the
racing crowd, would mean to boxoffices.
With initial approval voted on the proposed “recovery” bill which is intended to
strike a death blow to seasonal businesses,
and following up a bitter campaign against
chain stores, the proposed theatre tax is
likely to be the subject of prolonged and
bitter debate. No predictions as to the
probability of its passage have been voiced
as yet.
From

$25 to $500

Griffith-Long Deal Is
Halted
Dallas — The

reported

IF IIL O R M 10) A

deal in which

gOTH

the Rex in Palmetto and the Lincoln in Bradenton will reopen this summer according to R. W. Edwards.

the R. E. Griffith circuit had purchased the J. G. Long string of some
20 theatres

in south

Texas,

failed to

go through the final stages, it was
authoritatively learned this week.
The trade was considered a certainty
up to the last ininute. Status now
is that Long is operating, buying and
hooking for his houses as before.

Fred Dodson, 20th-Fox salesman, was
covering his central Florida territory last
iveek.

three theatres; to $125 each for chains of
three to six; $200 each for chains from
six to 10; $350 each for chains from 10
to 20 and $500 each for chains of more
than 20.

Ted Cason has completed the redecorating of the front and lobby of the Circle
hi Sehring.

Tampa visitors ; George Stanorous of the
Royal at Wauchla, Fla.; Frank Taylor;
L. V. Desquin of the New, Punta Gorda;
and Harry Williams, Universal salesman.

This bill also specifies that no other
theatre taxes are to be repealed if this
one is passed. The two local chains,
Wometco and Paramount, and the East
Coast organization. Sparks Theatres, will
doubtless lead the fight against the tax.

Licenses

Beginning with a year occupational license for an individual theatre, this proposed bill provides for an increase of this
amount to $75 each in chains of two to

CAPTAIN

SWAIN

Lindale,

OPENS

IN LINDALE.

Tex. — Captain

Swain

opened a new theatre in Lindale.

has

R. H. Lee is the new manager of the
Fox in Ft. Meade. He was formerly from
Punta Gorda.

P. S. (Postscript) Singletarry, manager
of the Central, Tampa, reports gratifying
results from the recent remodeling program.
A new roof is among the improvements
to the Florida in Haines City announced
by Fred Mullens.

AIR
CONDITIONING
of every
DESCRIPTION

XT

f y_v
A

place

V-/ VV • your fans exactly

idea in controlled air circulation. Enables anyone to direct
the cooling breeze in any desired
direction — from whatever location
is most desirable.

new

8" - 10" - 12" - 16"
1 to 3 Speeds
With New “Ultra
Quiet" Blades

Two Sizes Available
JUMBO
MODEL
No. K431. For
Restaurants, Stores, Large Offices,
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16" fan. 47" to 72"
CIA
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Full Protection
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SUPPLY COMPANY
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Stirs up More Breeze —
Sends it Farther.

JUNIOR
MODEL
No. K430. For
Offices, Hotel Rooms, Small Stores
and Homes. Holds any standard
12" (or smaller) fan.
25" to 46" adjustable
height
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^7^

he Jefferson Amusement Company
and East Texas Theatres, Inc., have
selected TAD

to handle,

exclusive-

ly, advertising on their screens

effective

June 7th.
For the past five months
the same

arrangement

TAD

with

has

had

the Griffith

Amusement Company. In addition, several hundred independent exhibitors have
entered
TAD.
The

into screening

executives

southwestern

Agreements

of these

chains

are

two

with

important

recognized

as

being among the smartest showmen in
the business. Their selection of TAD
service constitutes complete
of TAD'S

policies, product

endorsement

and personnel.

TAD welcomes an opportunity to talk to
smart showmen. Smart showmen welcome the kind of service TAD offers.
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TEXAS POSTER HAS
NEW RENTAL OFFER
Dallas — Harry

Harris, a Dallas

exhibitor

for many years, who has operated the Texas Poster Exchange almost as long, is announcing a new rental plan on paper and
a new service on blowups and banners on
pictures for all distributors.
The service requires no contracts, he
said, and allows the return of paper for
credit at the exhibitors’ convenience. He
also announces the filling of all orders
100 per cent.
The blowups and banners, Harris said,
are the product of a large lithographing
plant in New York which was recently purchased by the independent poster exchange
operators over the country. Harris further announces that his exchange will not
increase prices on Warner Bros, paper
and that other prices he now has in effect
will remain the same.

John Ellenay Drowned
San

Antonio — Word

has

reached

here

that John Ellenay, manager and owner of
the Ellenay Theatre at El Paso, lost his
life in Mexican waters near Juarez recently. Ellenay was one of the best known
showmen in the state, also being a pioneer
producer in the old silent days. Boxoffice

expresses

the sorrowing

its heart-felt

sympathy

to

family.

Stroud Orders Safe
Hamilton,

Tex. — Harold

Stroud,

owner

of the Strand and Gem, has ordered a
burglar proof safe which he will install in
concrete.
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Three Firms With
R&R in New Office
Dallas — The

Robb

& Rowley

home

office

building on Filmrow, now being renewed
in ultra-modern fashion, is lining up to be
one of the most attractive business places
in the city.
As before, R&R
will occupy the entire
ground floor. The second floor is leased
for 15 years to the Jefferson Amusement
Co., which has subleased offices on their
floor to the King Scenic Co. and the Alexander Film Co.
Will

The

Be Air Conditioned

entire building will be air conditioned. Glass several inches thick is built
into all window openings to eliminate outside air and to allow ample light. The
front will be of glass in either dark or
black.
Elaborate private offices are being arranged downstairs for H. B. Robb and E.
H. Rowley, the owners of that circuit.
Upstairs, J. O. (Buddy) Harris of Alexander Film will have two front offices.
The entrance to the new King Scenic offices will be at the head of the stairs,
which leads into the reception room.
Next comes a large display room connecting with W. B. King’s private office. In
the rear is a well lighted designing and
drafting room. During the remodeling the
Jefferson office is on the third floor of
the Film Exchange building and the King
office is temporarily moved to its factory
on Elm St.

TEXAS CONSOLIDATED
UPS GEORGE WATSON
Wichita

Falls, Tex. — George

Watson

re-

cently was made city manager of the Texas
Consolidated Theatres. He has been a local
resident for five years, starting with the
circuit as manager of the State, then of
the Strand and of the Majestic. A. D. Deason of Dallas has been made manager of
the Strand, succeeding W. S. Waid.
George Ehinger remains at the Strand
as assistant to Deason. Albert Reed, assistant manager of the Majestic, was promoted to manager of that theatre.

Texas Supply Sales
Dallas — Ray

Elkins, manager

of Texas

Theatre

Supply Co., reports sales of projection machines to Andy Mauldin of Lubbock and to G. W. Chesher for the new
theatre soon to open at Sudan. Late model
projector stands were sold to the Ritz at
Corpus Christ! and a screen to the Palace
in Corpus Christ!. A cooling system was
sold to the Texas at Cisco and rectifiers
to the Star at Denison.

Hall Into Runge
Runge,

Tex. — Hall Industries

at Beeville

has acquired the Lyric at Runge, which
they will reopen June 1, according to W.
H. Atkinson, Hall manager in Kenedy. Improvements in the Runge house will be
made, it was said.
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B. KANTOR, general manager of the
Bach Theatres, is observing open
house in Room 205 of the Piedmont Hospital, where he is recuperating from an appendicitis operation. Kantor has been associated with Louise Bach for several years
in the operation of his theatres and has
won the respect and admiration of his business associates and made a host of friends
here.
The Jolly Club’s closing dance for the
season was held Friday, May 7, at Peachtree Gardens. H. P. (Dusty) Rhodes, president of the club, expressed his appreciation
of the splendid support given.
Colonel A. E. Orr of Albertville, Ala.,
and Oscar Lam of Rome, Ga., were out of
town guests at the Jolly Club dance Friday
night.

ROY
Snodgrass Heads Local
Union in Okla. City.
Oklahoma

Borisky of the Independent Theatres, Inc., Chattanooga, Tenn., was on the
Row this week highly enthusiastic over his
new “Kwestion Nite” which clicked with a
loud C at his Riviera Theatre. With Dr.
Pepper Co. as local sponsor, and a radio
hookup, Abe says it is the best seat-filler
since "Bank Right."
B. D. Benton of Savannah has joined
his brother Lex Benton here in managing
Benton Bros. Film Express.
Howard Schuessler of Al-Dun Amusement Co., West Point, on his regular Tuesday trip, announced the opening of their
new Langdale Theatre in Langdale, Ala.,
May 6. L. J. Duncan is the president of
the company.
Paul Rogers, program manager of the
theatre at the Warm Springs Foundation,
Warm Springs, Ga., was an Atlanta vistor
the past week, to see Tullulah Bankhead,
and select pictures for his theatre.
Sam Shapin, home office representative
for Warner Bros., Hew York, is hanging
his hat up at the local office.
J. E. Martin, veteran exhibitor of Montezuma, Ga., harbinger of Georgia peaches,
was on the Row this week promising his
usual gift baskets.
A. C. Bromberg, Republic Pictures, just
returned from a Florida trip . . . Allan
Guesjier, city manager of the Temple and
Lyric theatres, Gastonia, N. C., was a Row
vistor this week. Guesner was formerly
manager of the Cameo Theatre here.

Atlanta — Roy

Panama

has taken

Ira Smith Makes Deal
S. C. — Ira Smith,

owner

Atlanta

City,

Fla. —

A

recent

shift in

Martin-Davis theatre managers resulted
in a swap by A1 Barber, city manager of
Dothan, Ala., and Clay Harris, manager
of the Ritz Theatre here.

over the Lockhart here from A. Bierlowitz.
The Lyric at Sylvania has been turned
over to J. E. Massey by M. F. Constantinaeu. The Princess at Mocksville has been
taken over by J. W. Mitchell from T. C.
Hester.

Beaufort,

former

HARRIS AND BARBER,
M-D MANAGERS, SWAP

Change at Lockhart
S. C. — L. A. Linder

Holloway,

theatre manager, was found dead in a lake
near Hot Springs, Mex., this week, following a 14- day search for his body after his
boat capsized during a storm while on a
fishing trip April 26.
Holloway was born in Ellaville, Ga., and
spent most of his life in Georgia, going
to El Paso five years ago to manage a
theatre.

exchange

shippers, advertising accessories managers, clerks and film inspectors, organized under the banner of lATSE,
last Tuesday, elected the following
officers'. George Snodgrass, Universal head shipper, president; Pauls
Kerns, Columbia head shipper, vicepresident; Dudley Tucker, Columbia
ad sales manager, financial secretary. The attendance was 54, representing all local film exchanges with
the exception of Majestic and Square
Deal.

Lockhart,

Abe

City — Filni

HOLLOWAY IS
DROWNED IN MEX.

The change places Barber here as manager of the Ritz and Harris in Dothan
as city manager.

Four Theatres Open
Charlotte — Four

new

theatres

are

op-

ening in the Carolinas. They are E. L.
Swinson’s house at Lillington, R. A. Goodman’s at Mt. Gilead, A. C. Thompson’s at
Loris
ville. and R. B. Brantley’s Rex at Moores-

of the

Breeze Theatre here, closed a deal this
week for the property known as the Waterhouse Dock on Bay St. The structure will
be completely remodeled into a modern
moving picture theatre.

JOE HOUGH
West

RESUMES

Asheville,

FORMER

POST

N. C. — Joe Hough,

for-

mer manager of the West Asheville Theatre, has returned to the Palace Theatre
here as manager.

S TURTEVANT FANS AND AIR WASHERS
Admission

signs with sessions clocks

Trichromatic

palette-ruxton

products

I NTERNATIONAL "FLOATING COMFORT" SEATS
Seamless

sound

screens— da-lite screen

Furniture

beautiful— royalchrome

co.

Artists, office, ushers, janitors supplies
Clancy

stage hardware

XuNGAR

BULB AND MAZDA

and riggings
LAMP STOCK

1 NTERIORS— DRAPERIES, CARPETS, LIGHTS
USE VISUGRAPHIC
TRAILERS ot
COMING ATTRACTIONS
$1:00 each

Plus Postage

Ho Order Filled For Less Than
Three (3) Trailers

Visugraphic
P. O. Box
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Overhauled,
Neon

reconditioned

heads & lamps

signs, marquees— sou. flexlume

WIL■KI^
150-4 Walton

co.
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U
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Street]

ATLANTA, GA.

GA.
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L. & J. READY TO BUILD
BUFORD, GA., HOUSE
x exchange has
20thJ. Century-Fo
^HE
shifted
E. Gribble, former ad sales
manager, to representative in south Texas
and Douglas Rathbone has been transferred to the San Antonio territory, replacing Howard Deane, who resigned.
Clyde Millar was promoted to ad sales
manager, succeeding Gribble.

Buford,

and

Jenkins

The Interstate circuit is reported to have
some sort of booking arrangement with the
Palace at Gatesville, owned by Harold Cunyus and partner, however details of this
setup could not be learned at press time.
The Palace is a very small theatre. L. B.
Brown operates the Regal and Ritz there,
both of which are larger theatres.

office

of

St.

Col.

Cole

has

Clarksville,

Tex. — Construction

NORTH

Tryon — A new

Theatre

Co.

CAROLINA

air-conditioning

be installed in the Tryon
next few weeks.
Warrenton

—

A

new

unit will

Theatre

sound

in the

system

has

been installed in the Warren Theatre here,
according to George Robinson, manager.

of

THEATRE

an

FOR

SALE

Well equipped small town theatre
south of Dallas — $5,000. Two miles
from new oil well.

D. F. LUCKIE, Goliad, Texas

TIME

TO

BUY

YOUR COOLING
—AND

YOU

WANT

THE

SYSTEM

“BEST FOR

LESS!”

Six Points to Consider When
You Buy Your System!

r

LET US SHOW
YOU WHAT CAN
BE DONE WITH

N

REAL EQUIPMENT
PROPERLY
INSTALLED!

Is

1)(» you

H.

Mill

ALL

! ! !

“

a

by

i\ reputable

giii^rantee

have

autoniatie

of

inanufa<‘turer?

proper

velocity

installation?

control?

>\ill you

have

automatic

Humidostat

Will

you

have

a

modern

type

washer

6

(). Mill

you

ha\e

a

fan

for

theatre

use?

built

MUST BE A REASON
6000 THEATRES NOW

•LE.VDKKS

ST.

302 S. Harwood Street
DALLAS, TEXAS
SERVICE

.^ou

THEATRE

2010 JACKSON

TO

have

4.

“CO.MPEETE

INTEREST

HERE’S

5.

y

TEXAS

i5 iiuinufiK’tiired

on

washer?
feet

WHY
USE

deep?

OVER

United States Air
Conditioning Corp. Equipment

BEST!

V

I.
i.

THERE

Your Patrons
Will Prove
— it's the

TEXAS POSTER EXCHANGE i
92

$500.

IT*S

returned

THIS UNUSUAL

Saenger

has begun remodeling work at the corner
of Forrest and Front Sts., estimated to cost

"N

The market was flooded with exhibitors
this week and Monday there were approximately 30 visting showmen on the Row.
Among them wei’e: R. Q. Coleman, Mabank; Harold Stroud and Mrs. Stroud,
Hamilton; L. B. Brown and Mrs Brown,
Gatesville; Rufus Layton, Childress; Ernest Rockett, Itasca; J. V. Carter jr., Comanche; L. B. Crow, Leonard; Davis, Bryson; Posey Williams, Munday; Sadler,
Weatherford; Mack Dunn, Mineral Wells;
C. W. Neece, Hubbard; D. F. Luckie, Goliad;
Raymond Cormes, Farmersville ; John
(Continued on page 94)

US ABOUT

Hattiesburg — The

800-seat theatre will soon begin here according to announcement by Furman L.
Wolf, who owns and operates the State
and Colonial here, in association with Westex Theatres, Inc., an R. E. Griffith subsidiary.

C. J. Stevens says in about two weeks
he will open his new theatre on Maple Ave.
at Hudnall Stop on the outskirts of the
city.

WRITE

water

Build in Clarksville

Otto Schmidt held a special Will Rogers
memorial fund drive in his Odeon Theatre
at Mason during the recent national campaign.

SPECIAL

automatic

MISSISSIPPI

National

from a two weeks’ trip into south Texas
visting with exhibitors.

OF

new

cooler has been installed in the Campus
Theatre here.

Theatre Supply Co. reports following
equipment sales to Texas theatres.
To Will Pence, Palace, Anson; Lighting
fixtures, carpet. To Elmo Hegman, Ritz,
Austin; Two rectifiers, screen, lenses, rewind with motor. To Stocker, Griffith
Theatres, Inc.; Projectors. To Van Chamberlain, Freer; Carpet and padding, lobby
frames, fan, motor, projectors with magazines and pedestals, rectifiers, lenses, film
cabinet, chairs, screen and lighting fixtures.

Col. H. A. Cole and his Allied organization headquarters are comfortably and conveniently located in their new lease at
Jackson

GEORGIA
Milledgeville — A

NatT Supply Sales
local

has purchased

the old Alice Hotel building and will remodel it for a modern, air-conditioned
moving picture theatre.

house will be known as the “Buford,” and will seat approximately 800.
A July opening is planned.

Charley Hefley told the Bison Theatre
audience Tuesday night that he had sold
his Bison and Astor theatres in Oak Cliff
to the Interstate circuit and that the would
remain as manager of these theatres. Hefley was highly complimentary in his remarks on the circuit and expressed satisfaction with his new deal.

20091/2

Headland — R. E. Solomon

The

Dallas — The

TOPICS

ALABAMA

an-

nounce that plans have been completed
for the construction of a new motion picture theatre here.

Ed Bluvienthal and Willard Young of
the new Monogram exchange are hack
from their automobile trip to Chicago,
attended the company’s nathey
where tional
sales convention.

Harold Robb of the R & R circuit appeared on the Row late Wednesday after
an extended business visit in Los Angeles.
C. V. Jones, an official of the circuit, returned to Dallas earlier in the week.

Ga. — Lucas

TERRITORY

THIOATKE

SUPPLY

THEATKE

DALLAS,

IN THE

CO., Inc.

EQUIPMENT”

PHONE

TEXAS

EXHIBITORS

lUEED”

7-5510

EVERYWHERE!

Requires you
NO to
eontra<’ts.
Permits
return your used ailvertisinjf for credit at your
venience and not within 5 days as required by the exchanges.

own

Alb)us exclianses’ ratei$ of credit.
Fills all orders IbO per cent complete and jfives QUICK
SERVICE.
Furnishes the most good USED
advertising:, thereby saving: exhibitors
maximiiin amount of money.

con-

the

Ships tog^ether advertising from all the various exchanges, thus eliminating
the unnecessary transportati<ui that would a<’cnie if you ordered from each
individual exchange.
Furnishes 40x60 and 30x40 Blowups and ?4x00 Girder Banners at lowest
rental mtes.
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TAD SCREEN AD CO.
SIGNS UP JEFFERSON
picture council met MonMOTION
day night to elect new officers for the
coming year.
^HE

P. E. Aushand, manager of the Southern
Film Exchanges, made a trip this weekend
to Atlanta, his former home, to bring Mrs.
Aushand and children to Charlotte.
Miss Glendena Ford, cashier at the Criterion Theatre, spent the past weekend
with friends in Dansville, Va.
Ralph Jackson of the Carolina
sporting a new Plymouth.

passing of Mrs Dillon’s father, Charles M.
Wills.
W. C. Arial, manager of the American
Seating Co., has announced the location
of the company’s sales office and display
rooms in the Film building at Third and
Poplar Sts.
Frank H. Beddingfield, manager of the
Carolina Poster Exchange, was made vicepresident of the Local Lion’s Club at their
recent meeting.
B. Bishop, M-G-M manager here, and
Mrs. Bishop are the proud parents of a recently-adopted baby boy.
North Carolina exhibitors on the Row
this week were: E. E. Wade, Iris, Belmont;
W. P. Benner and W. G. Benner, Village,
Hemp; G. Otto Hartsoe, North Newton,
Newton; R. G. Davis, Louisburg, Louisburg; H. P. Howell, Howell-Victory, Smithfield; Roy Smith, Midway, Cramerton; D.
E. Cash, Dixie-Imperial, Kings Mt.; C. M.
Bowden, Palace, Newbern; E. L. Carroll,
Roxie, Bessemer City; G. W. Logan, Lincoln, Winston-Salem (colored) ; George
Hughes, Stanley, Albemarle; B. B. Horton,
State, Concord; Roy Willeford, Caston, Mt.
Holly; D. Holt, Troy, Troy; J. W. Griffin,
Romina, Forest City; I. M. Scott, New,
Fair Bluff; and G. L. Faw, Norwood, Norwood.
From South Carolina were: Mrs. Louisa
D. Eaves, Rialto-Eaves, Union; F. J. Powell,
City-Palmetto, Chester; Sam E. Reevin,
Lyric, Sumter; L. A. Linder, Spartanburg ;
jr.. State, Cheraw;

C. A. Her-

long, Rialto, Greer; and A. H. Powell, Anderson Theatres, Inc., Dillon.

Advertise

with ENCORE
MOTION

—

The

PICTURE

•PROGRAMS

Tad

Adding

Co. is

Sympathy is extended to J. H. Dillon of
Republic Pictures, and Mrs Dillon, on the

R. S. Rogers

Dallas

Screen

Advertising,

Inc., newly organized screen ad company
with general offices and laboratory on
Bryan St. in Dallas, has signed an exclusive deal, effective June 7, with the
Jefferson Amusement Co. and East Texas
Theatres, Inc., of Beaumont, according to
an announcement Wednesday by I. A. Anderson, secretary of the Tad company.
Advertising for these screens is being
sold now, he said, with the service to start
in these houses on the June date. The contract is exclusive for Tad advertising.
to Staff

W. H. Turpie, Tad vice-president, said
the company is opening up in Missouri
and that M. G. Gordon, who has been in
the investment business in Dallas for 10
years, has been appointed district manager
for that state.
Morton Rosenstein has been made district manager for California with headquarters in Los Angeles. John Bryan, formerly of the Linz Jewelry Co. in Dallas,
will be a Tad representative in California.
Gregg Featherstone, who has been selling screen advertising for several years,
has joined Tad as representative in southeast Texas with headquarters in Beaumont,
Turpie said.
Harvey Griffen, formerly with the RKO
studios in Hollywood as a sound and laboratory technician for 10 years, has joined
the Tad studios in Dallas in the same
capacity, Turpie announced.

Tex. — A. M.

Atlanta

has

operated six theatres in Texas has purchased the Gem from Emil Schneider, who
has been in show business in Thorndale
for 26 years. Schneider owned the theatre
for 16 years and previous to that was assistant to the late J. J. Elliott.

Ga. — J. T. Yancey,

Ritz Theatre,

Ark. — Otis Mosier,

DUKEHART
99 WALTON

Mt. Airy, N. C. — E. Q. Benbowe and P.
Boone, local theatremen, have purchased a building site on which they will
erect a modern theatre. Both men were
formerly from Greensboro.
MINDEN

Grange,

PLANS

BOXOFFICE

;: May

ANOTHER

Tex. — Arthur

von

Minden,

owner of the Cozy, announces he soon will
start building a second theatre.

Automatically you turn to an
Electric switch when you want
light.
Automatically smart theatre
operators think of King when
decorating.
they
want remodeling and

formerly
King

does

the job right.

Satisfied customers
endorsement.

our

best

Just completed.
Strand Theatre, Jefferson, Tex.
Rialto Theatre, BrownfielcL
building

and equipment, is a total loss following a
recent midnight fire. F. M. Boone, the
owner, says he will endeavor to reopen the
house at an early date.

PLANS
ON

FREE

REMODELING

KING

DO you
SPECIAL TRAILERS?
Try FUMACK.

SCENIC
—

Send Us Your Next Order.

The SPEED and the QUALITY
will please and surprise you! |

Since

JOBS

CO.
1910 —

312V2 S. Harwood
DALLAS

FREE

PRINTING
ST.

67, op-

A.

$3.75 PER THOUSAND
SAMPLES

age

Get Mt. Airy Site

Moran Ritz Burns
Tex. — The

bookers

erator of the Rex Theatre here, died at
his home May 10. He came to Lonoke
about a year ago, and had lived at Bolivar, Mo., and Springfield, Mo., before coming here.

of Cedartown, has been made manager of
the La Grange Theatre here. He succeeds
Joe Jorman who has been transferred to
the new Royal Theatre in Hogansville.

Moran,

exchange

Theatre Operators Dies
Lonoke,

Lam Moves Yancey
La Grange,

Atlanta

Newport, Fla., where they “manned” the
boat “Suits Me” for three days sport,
where the woe’s of Walton St. were immediately forgotten.

La

Clary, who

—

were guests over the weekend of Nat Williams, prominent theatre man of Thomasville, Ga., on their annual fishing trip. Nat
proved himself not only an excellent host
but a good weather man, a perfect judge
of good fishing weather. Consequently, all
guests qualified as good fishermen.
Leaving Friday, the party motored to

VON

Thorndale Change
Thorndale,

Nat Williams Is
Host to Bookers

SERVICE

::

ATLANTA

BUFFALO
315 S. HARWOOD

THEATRE
BUFFAlO

ENGINEERING

EQUIPMENT
CO..

INC.

DALLAS,

TEXAS

15, 1937.

93

DALLAS

CDKILA. ClinrY

Explosion, Fire Raze
N. Orleans House

^HE

local film exchange shippers, inspectors and poster clerks will talk over
union arrangements with officials this
week . . . Lynn Stocks, Frank Plumley and
Bob Davis of the Griffith office in Dallas
spent the weekend in Oklahoma City, conferring with home office executives . . .
“Chick” Turner,
Film Exchanges,
over the weekend
and the A. & M.

New

Motiograph Co., is making
trip over the territory.

a two weeks’

The Film Exchange softball clubs are
having good luck. Out of two games
played they have both . . . Jack Curry,
Paramount salesman, is on the road to
recovery from a recent heart attack . . .
Exhibitors on the Row included Prank
Deal, Wynnewood; Waite Kerr, Davis;
John Terry, Wewoka; Miss Terry, Konowa; Bob Roberts, Clinton; Carl Burton,
Frank Miller, Marlow.
All of the Oklahoma City theatres are
participating in the national drive to raise
funds for the Will Rogers Memorial Hospital. Pat McGee, Standard Theatres general manager, said his circuit would raise
o sizeable direct contribution to the fund
. . . The Oklahoma legislature Wednesday
appropriated $2,000 toward a $1,000,000
Will Rogers memorial and Indian museum
at Claremore, Okla., and Governor E. W.
Marland has recommended that the legislature appropriate $35,000 additional to
buy two statues of Rogers, one of them
to be placed in the hall of fame in Washington.

of the

personnel

Ernest Williams of General Register
Corp., New York, expects to spend the
next six or eight weeks in and around Dallas in connection with the Pan-American
Exposition and calling on distributors and
theatres selling ticket vending machines.

changes

to be announced by W. R. Lynch, new
manager of the local chain. Paramount
Enterprises, Inc., sends J. Harold Luter
into the managerial post at the Flagler St.
house, the Paramount. Luter has been
managing the smaller Rex, for the past
three years.
Luter has been in show business for the
past 13 years, having started as an usher.
Robert C. Swanson, former manager of
the Paramount, goes to a managerial post
in the northern part of the state.

The M-G-M sales staff breezed in early
last week from the compatiy’s annual sales
co7ive7ition in Hollywood. In the party of
seve7i were Leroy Bickel, A. V. Philbin,
He7iry Krumm, Charley Ly7ie, Clyde Housto7i, Leroy Whittingto7i and E. B. Coleman,
publicity director for the south.

New
Four Star Series

Long's House Rising
Texas

City, Tex. — J. G. Long’s new

$50,-

000 theare is well under construction after
much excavation due to a high sloping lot.

PROGRAMS
AND

HERALDS
That

As a result of huge crowds attending Oklahoma City theatres on Bank Night the
city council passed an ordinance permitting the fire department to control crowds
in the foyers of theatres and to keep the
aisles open.

Are
Made

NEW

“MAGIC WEATHER”

DIFFERENT

COMBINATION

FAN

by the

Consult Us About Your
Equipment Needs
Before You Purchase 1

SEND US YOUR COPY
WE DO THE REST

The Queen Feature Service, Inc.

TEXAS

Quality Theatre Equipment
Avenue

Birmingham,

& Supplies

Alabama

SUPREME
DEPENDABLE

LET LIVE
SERVICE

AIR-WASHER

4444—
5555—
6666—
7777—

PUMP
MOTOR

Capacity 6,000 C.F.M
Capacity 10,000 C.F.M
Capacity 15,000 C.F.M
Capacity 20,000 C.F.M.

$540.00
$625.00
$715.00
$950.00

Greatest Value Ever Offered in

CO.

DALLAS, TEX.

of Film

Row

THEATRE

o

SUPPLY

■

PRICES

1

1

94

ST.

In the Heart

MONARCH
QUALITY

2023 JACKSON

No.
No.
No.
No.

UNITS

Cooling Equipment.

THEATRICALIPRINTING

I'hone 3-8665

—

CENTRIFUGAL
"V" DRIVE AND

PROCESS

AT A PRICE you CAN
AFFORD TO USE REGULARLY

1912Vi Morris

Cooper, Mart;
Cole, Bonham;
; the McClures
Grand Prairie.

Sid Smith entertained a tiumber of Dallas men with a barbecue during the openi7ig of the tiew Limestone Theatre at Groesbeck recently. Amo7ig them were L. L.
Dutibar, parttier in the theatre; Ray Elkms of Texas Theatre Supply Co.; W.
Scott Dunne, architect; Jack Zerne, Erpi;
George Thorntoti, Buffalo Engineering Co.;
C. E. Girard, J. C. Smith and others.

LYNCH UPS LUTER TO
MIAMI PARAMOUNT
Miami — First

from page 92)

Stewart, Kaufman; C. N.
Jack Lilly, Greenville; H. S.
Thos. Donnell, Stephensville
of Celina and J. S. Walker,

Orleans — A series of explos-

ions followed by fire destroyed the
Capitol Theatre, a United Theatres
unit, at 710071 Tuesday with damage
to the house a7id equipment approxi77iati7ig $150,000. Believed due to the
S7iappi7ig of high te7ision wires, the
fire e7idangered fireme7i a7id many
spectators as the fro7it walls collapsed i7ito Clairbor7ie Ave. The Capitol was one of the fmest of 18 houses
operated by the U7iited chain.

head booker for Adams
Dallas, was in the city
checking up on the Allied
Film Exchange here.

H. K. Buchanan, sales represe7itative for
the combined Allied and the A. & M. Film
Exchanges in this territory, made a trip
over the eastern part of the state this week
. . . L. C. and H. J. Griffith, executives of
the Griffith circuit, are away somewhere
in Texas on a big fishing trip — and some
tolerable big yarns are expected to be spun
on their return . . . Bill Howell, general
sales manager in this territory for the

(Continued
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MOVIES"

EQUIPMENT,
Classified Ads
GENERAL

THEATRES,

10c Per Word,

Large caand belts,

$59.90. Opticals, from $9.95. Mirro-Claric
Soundheads, special $76.75. Sterling Suprex Lamphouses, $129.50. Catalog Free.
S.O.S. 636-BR Eleventh Ave., New York.
5-15

EQUIPMENT

SPECIAL DIVIDEND VALUES TO
ATRE OWNERS. Our big Clearance

THEEvent

is on now! Savings 20 to 50% on Projectors, Sound Equipment, Chairs, Screens, Air
Conditioners, Accessories, Supplies, etc.
Send

today for Bargain Catalog. Consolidated Theatre Supply Corp., 1600-C Broadway, New York.
tf (b4-3)

MAKE
YOUR SOUND WAKE
UP AND
LIVE WITH
BRILLIANT
NEW
S.O.S.
METAL

TUBE

Amplifiers,

featuring

BIGGEST
THEATRE

prices. Write S.O.S., 636-BR
Ave., New York.

THE

GOOD

SOAK

Eleventh
5-15

CHAIRS

VARIETY

CHAIRS

IN

S.O.S., 636-BR

Eleventh

SIMPLEX
PROJECTORS
and Parts—
Lamphouses — Chairs — Sound Equipment
and Parts — Generators — Rectifiers — Ticket Machines and Choppers — Screens —
Lenses — Parts for All Machines. ASK US.

COOLING

AND

THEATRES

Elev5-15

URGENT
NEED
FOR
RCA
SOUNDHEADS, SIMPLEX, POWERS
PROJECTORS, ARC LAMPS, Rectifiers, Generators, Lenses. Will pay top prices. B-831,

15,-

makes, reconlist 15L Free.
5-15
Ave., New York.

Boxoffice,

4704

E.

9th

St.,

Kansas

City,

DEODORIZERS

SALE — Theatre, fully equipped,
money, good Texas town, only

theatre

in county, exceptionally good possibilities. Good reason for selling. All

cash.
Kansas

B-832,

Boxoffice.

4704

E. 9th

City, Mo.

THEATRE,

Kansas

KOZONO, the machine that eliminates
all odors electrically. Used by theatres in
27 states. Small cost. No upkeep. Write
for catalogue. Representatives wanted.
The Kozono

St.,
5-15

City, Mo.

Co., Charlotte,

THEATRICAL

City territory, 1,000

chairs, 10,000 population, $20,000; onehalf cash. Other business reason for selling. B-830, Boxoffice, 4704 E. 9th St.,
Kansas

5-15

N. C.

tf (b3-13)

PRINTING

6x9 HERALDS — 5 thousand — $4.25. 3x8
Heralds — 5 thousand $3.00. 1/3 deposit.
F. O. B. Atlanta. Free cut service. Quaker
Printery, 643 Washington St., Atlanta, Ga.
5-24-38

5-15

THEATRES

WANTED

POSITIONS

EXPERIENCED
THEATRE
Operator
desires to buy or lease small theatre in
East. Also consider percentage operation.
B-822, Boxoffice, 4704 E. 9th St., Kansas
City, Mo.
5-22

MANAGER
married;

City, Mo.

What

—TO
—TO

and

THEATRE
MANAGER
—
desires change. Experienced
aggressive

publicist.

anywhere.

5-15

Do

ASSISTANT,

buyer

young,

publicist. Can

operate. Prefer the middle west. Employed at present. B-829, Boxoffice, 4704 E.
Gth St., Kansas City, Mo.
5-15

EXPERIENCED
SHOWMAN
will pay
$3,000 down on purchase of theatre or
will lease and modernize. All offers considered. B-820, Boxoffice, 4704 E. 9th St..
Kansas

OR

booker,

WANTED

Will get the business

Best references.

bridge,

You

Now working,
buyer, booker,
Box

171, Cam-

Md.

5-22

Want?

SELL YOUR THEATRE
BUY A THEATRE

Whatever

you want — it will pay you to advertise your needs in

THE

HERE

IS

YOUR

CLEARING

HOUSE

HANDY

BOXOFFICE,
4704 East Ninth St.,
Kansas City, Mo.

ORDER''
(Send Order)
Cash
With

BLANK

lOc a word
4 insertions

at price of 3

Kindly insert the following ad
HOUSE” section, running through ALL

seven

times in your "CLEARING
sectional editions of BOXOFFICE:

EQUIPMENT

Ultraphone

sound

equipment.

In use only two years, $300. Edina Theatre, 50th and France, Minneapolis, Minn.
5-15

BOXOFFICE

WANTED

—A JOB, A POSITION OPEN
—TO BUY OR SELL EQUIPMENT
—MISCELLANEOUS ARTICLES

KING
AND
CHORUS
GIRL— AND
EVERYONE
ELSE WILL PRAISE YOUR
THEATRE
if you ozonize your air with
Ionizers. Special Sale Corozone Midget,
$7.95; Jr., $9.95; DeLuxe, $12.95; Model A,
with Fan, $15.95; Model B, with Fan,

MODERN

INDUSTRY.

FOR
making

VENTILATING

BARGAINS — Reconditioning Arctic NuAIR blowers, noiseless drives, air washers.
Write for prices. Southern Air Conditioning Corp., 101 Walton, Atlanta, Ga. b2-27

SOUND

USED

FOR SALE

tf (b3-13)

$19.95. Order from S.O.S., 636-BR
enth Ave., New York.

Request*

Mo.

have what you need. Midwest Theatre Supply Co., 1223 So. Wabash Ave.,

Chicago.

on

EQUIPMENT

GOOD

IS SOMETHING

YOU
WON’T
GET
WHEN
YOU
BUY
S.O.S. guaranteed used Lamphouses, Projectors, Rectifiers, Generators. Used Amplifiers, $19.50 up. Soundheads, $15.00 up.
Unusual values. S.O.S., 636-BR Eleventh
Ave., New York.
5-15

We

$1.00. Display Rates

40

EQUIPMENT

OLD

Minimum

000, 75c up. Many famous
structed, refinished. Price

unique improvements, including AudioMatic Volume Control. Amazingly low

USED

in Advance.
THEATRE

A STAR IS BORN— S.O.S. NEW SPRING
CATALOG
FEATURES
MARVELOUS

NEW

Payable

EQUIPMENT

VALUES
theatre equipment.
pacity Blowers, with pulleys

\^lQatlna

SERVICES

:: May

15, 1937.

Blind ads — 10c extra to cover cost of postage.
(Don't forget to count words in name

and address that is to appear in the ad.)

^Address copy to UOXOFFK’K,
Forms close Monday inton

4704 E. Ninth St., Kansas City,
preceding: puldi<‘ati(»n date.

Mo.

CELEBRATED

FICTIO

CLASSICS . . . BEST-SELLE
NOVELS...SHORT STORK
BY POPULAR WRITERS
PUBLISHED IN LEADIN
MAGAZINES

TO MULIOMS
BEADER-FAMS

MONOGRAM'i
FEATURES
31

EXCHANGES
MONOGRAM
W.
RKO

RAY

BUILDING

TO

PICTURES
JOHNSTON,
• ROCKEFELLER

lot 1937-3

SERVE
CORPORATION
PRESIDENT

CENTER

• NEW

YORK

YO
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MAKE

WAY

FOR

TOMORROW

surprised Hollywood

At sneak preview picture-wise audience commented:
. . .''absorbing”. . .''tremendous panorama

''Joyous, touching and tragic”

of life”. . .''beautifully acted and direc-

ted”. ..''One of the most sincere pictures we have ever seen.” Douglas W. Churchill ,
in New

York

Times

of May

emerge from Hollywood

MAKE

WAY

FOR

be counted

in many

wrote: ''One of the finest motion pictures to
seasons.”

TOMORROW"

World premiere at New
ment from newspaper

2nd

Criterion Theatre, New
critics: "An

is a

motion

York

York, brought this amazing com-

extraordinarily fine motion

upon to bid for a place among

Neiv York Times. "Here

repeats in New

picture . . . may

the ten best of 1937”

picture masterpiece”

—Frank

S. Nugent

— Robert Garland, Journal

"31/2 stars . . . Deeply moving film drama”— Kate Cameron, Daily News. "A new, bold,
handsome,

infinitely stirring picture” — Bland Johaneson, Mirror. "Should

not be

missed” — Howard Barnes, Herald -Tribune. "Should

be seen by every mother, father,
son and daughter” — Eileen Creelman, New York Sun. "Excellent ... hard to remember
when the screen has been honored with a more bitterly tragic and truthful presentation from life. — Archer Winsten, New York Post.

t //

nORROW
CHELL

Produced

with VICTOR MOORE

and directed bv Leo McCarev

26

THE 14th YEAR
of the World’s Greatest
Amusement Organization
The representatives of Metro^Goldwyn-Mayer have returned from their
Annual Convention in California. They are bringing to exhibitors the
exciting Production Facts of M-C-M’s Season of 1937C8. M-C-M today
is BICCER than ever in personnel and resources, STRONCER than ever
before in all its glorious history. It is the One and Only INSURANCE for
great Entertainments consistently delivered. Many changes have taken place
in many companies and exhibitors have suffered with those changes — but
M'C-M with unchallenged aggressiveness and unswerving stability has
marched steadily forward. Its only change has been GROWTH!
You will
be thrilled when you hear about M^G-M’s

Greatest Year, I937G8!
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or the other

shortage,

had

not generally

"Don't attempt

fellow, faced

to resort to plans

felt desirable, to keep

to use your buying

organi-

zation, your competitor's personality or a million
other alibis because you attempted it or accomplished it ... It is you who will be driving the
other fellow to what is generally called 'unfair
competition' or 'unfair competitive methods' if
you fail to see the wisdom of equity in everything. Think it over before you hog all the product from your competitor. Live and let live and
give each other the opportunity of having an
equitable amount of product so that both can
make

some

money

out of the business."

and

causes

extensions

dary line of competition
no

place

far beyond

in the makeup

be asking a lot to request people

their competitor

a break.

the solution of some
problems.

Extend

to give

But in the doing

lies

of the industry's most vexing

the Record

Up to this writing 14 censorship

measures

have been defeated in 12 states. The industry's
self-regulation of its production has made po-

generally

carried much weight with legislators giving consideration to the censorship proposals.
At least in this one
self-regulation

has

phase

demonstrated

of the industry,
its worth

and

workability.

Self-regulation, if applied to exhibitor-distributor relations, can prove equally as
satisfactory and make unnecessary threatening
federal regulation of the industry. However, selfregulation of production did not come about
voluntarily; it became a
something more drastic.
And,

now,

Ed

necessity

Kuykendall

has

to obviate

set aside

his program for self-regulation; to await congressional developments on legislation to control
"unfair" commercial practices, said to be
planned by the Administration. Whatever these
developments may be we doubt that they will be
more

than of a general

nature, regulating

maxi-

mum hours and minimum wages. If a "little
NRA" is to return, each industry will again have
to be dealt with separately. If this industry had
ever

regulatory

so much

machinery

better than any

setup, it would

be

political control.

Mystery

reason, has

of the broad-visioned

The

accepted improvement in the screen's moral status, as we have pointed out from time to time,

of the boun-

business man. Give-and-take methods will get
two people farther than hard-headed selfishness.
It may

litical censorship unnecessary.

its own

Perhaps the basis of all "unfair practices"
is the "hog-it-all" method of doing business.
Business jealousy or just unadulterated selfishness, that makes one hate to see the other fellow
get along

EDITIONS

Sense Appeal

H ■ M. RICHEY, generalissimo of Allied
Theatres

SECTIONAL

Wonder

what

radio appearances
good
when

happens
of motion

to the claim

that

pictures stars are

publicity tieups for their current pictures
in their broadcasts they enact roles from

old pictures or stage plays in which
appeared?

they never

MAJORS PLEDGE HELP IN CURBING
SCREEN STAR RADIO COMPETITION
Will Work With Exhibitors,
MPTOA Committee Told;

Jewish Congress Boycotts Tobis Product

More Programs Set
New

York — Producer-distributor

spokes-

men at a meeting Tuesday of the MPTOA
radio committee pledged cooperation in
working out a plan to eliminate elements
of competition in film star broadcasts.
Aiming at a “solution which will be satisfactory to all concerned,” the MPTOA
committee plans to report exhibitor complaints against specific programs to the
distributors who will forward them to Hollywood “for specific investigation
possible action.”
Hopes

for

and

Loew’s; Hal Hode, Columbia: Harry D.
Buckley, United Artists; Willard McKay,
Universal; Russell Holman and Harry Salsbury. Paramount; Earl Wingart, 20th
Century-Fox.
Another meeting for further discussion
of details is scheduled for next week.
Continue

Rush

Meanwhile, film stars, despite the outcries of exhibitors, continue unabated to
seek the fleshpots of radio. For example,
Eddie Cantor this week received a renewal
of his contract with his present sponsor
for the next six years until June. 1943. He
will continue his present Sunday night
broadcasts over the nationwide Columbia
network.
In signing the contract. Cantor said his
policy of seeking out and presenting new
talent on his program “will help materially
to keep radio the popular institution that
it is.” Significantly, the motion picture
star added: “Radio, after all, is my business.”
Metro

Air Program

Hollywood — Metro

Near

shortly will begin

a

radio program called “Metro-GoldwynMayer on the Air,” it was reported here
this week by the William Morris agency,
into whose hands the details of the venture have been placed.
Louis K. Sidney, who handles Station
WHN

4

in New

York

which

the German government is financially interested, the Joint Boycott Council of the American Jewish

Hollywood — Though

Congress Wednesday decided to boycott all product released in the United States by the American Tobis
Corp.

The report is based on evidence supplied by the department of
commerce and the absence of refuting evidence by Tobis.

Actors Guild and the producers for a gradual introduction of a 100 per cent guild

for Loew’s and

who

met Tuesday with the MPTOA radio committee there, will have charge of the program.
“Not
New

Competitive” — Sidney

York — Louis

K. Sidney,

in charge

of Loew’s radio activities, told Boxoffice
here that the Metro program will be designed to obviate exhibitor objections
against radio competition.

MAY HIKE PARAMOUNT
COMMON STOCK LIST
New

York — Paramount

stockholders

vot-

ing June 15 on a capital stock reduction
plan will be asked to approve an increase
in the common stock to 6,000,000 shares at
$1 par value.
They also will be asked to ratify an
agreement with Adolph Zukor, chairman of
the board and head of production, to pay
him $3,000 weekly and a percentage of
profits.
VOL.

30

NO.
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the tools of a tell-

ing fight for studio recognition of the
Federated Motion Picture Crafts were at
one time in the hands of that organization, a decided unraveling of the strike
is manifest.
The accord reached between the Screen

Regulation

The committee under this arrangement
ultimately hopes to achieve a certain measure of regulation over the use of stars and
film material in radio broadcasts.
When the industry representatives have
worked out a definite policy it will be
submitted to the broadcasters with a request for their cooperation.
In addition to the MPTOA committee
(Walter Vincent, Samuel Pinanski, Lewen
Pizor, Arthur Lockwood), all major firms
were represented, with the exception of
Warner Bros, and RKO, as follows:
A1 Lichtman and Louis K. Sidney,

Stars

Craft Ranks Split;
Strike Flame Dies

New York — On the specific count
that Tobis deals with companies in

3
. 5
.. 98
.13
.23
,21
,24
.26
,25
,27
,43
71
,59
,63
,51

shop eliminated the FMPC trump — a strike
by the actors. A further blow was dealt
the striking crafts when two of their number, the culinary workers and machinists,
followed the plumbers and draftsmen in a
return to their jobs, pending separate dealings with producers.
Conference

Is Slated

These developments give added credence
to the report that Charles Lessing, who is
directing the FMPC strike, would seek an
early end to the disagreement. He was to
confer with Edward A. Fitzgerald, federal
labor conciliator, J. W. Buzzell, secretary
of the Los Angeles Central Labor council,
and Pat Casey, producers’ representative,
on the possibility of a satisfactory end to
the walkout. Casey, however, has reiterated that craft demands for union shop
and other adjustments will not be considered until the strikers return to work.

PENNSYLVANIA AIMS
A HEAVY CIRCUIT TAX
Pittsburgh — A

proposed

graduated

tax

on chain theatres, provided for in an
amendment to the original chain store tax
bill now before the Pennsylvania legislature, is concentrating the attention of the
industry in that state.
This measure seeks to license theatres
and stores annually, effective June 1,
1937, as follows:
In excess of 1 but not to exceed 5 theatres, $5 for each.
10
5
15
10
20
15
30
20
50
75
50
$20
100
75
$10
30
$30
$100
200
100
$50
200
$200
$250
500
500
$350
Included in the provisions of $450
this meas-

ure are penalties for violation in securing license of not less than $50$500
nor more
than $100 as well as a clause declaring
this tax to be in addition to any taxes
now imposed.
BOXOrnCE

:: May

22, 1937.

NEWS BRIEFS
Hold Four as Leaders
Theatre Bombing Ring
Men held in Ft. Wayne in default of
$13,000 bonds to fight extradition to New
York where they face charges of leadership of gang responsible for more than
100 theatre bombings in country.

No Intensive Campaign
Against Films by CIO
Will be no interference with AFL organizations “where functioning properly
and members satisfied,” says head of newly opened New York headquarters.

License Commissioner
No Arbiter of Morals
New York’s Governor Lehman vetoes
Dunnigan bill permitting revocation of
theatre licenses by city commissioner of
licenses on “satisfactory” proof of indecent performances.

Paramount Stockholders
to Vote on Capital Cut
Proposition would reduce for bookkeeping purposes the stated capital by approximately $10,000,000; election of officers
also slated for June 15 meeting in New
York.

Will Blanket Nation
With Free Film Shows
starting May 24, General Electric and
its dealers will give free programs in theatres rented for purpose throughout country; first one-hour picture, made by Columbia, stars Irvin S. Cobb, Alan Baxter
and Jack Mulhall.

Columbia Sales Meet Set
June 27 on West Coast
Will be first national gathering there
for the firm since its initial sales parley
in 1929; entire field sales force to attend.

Circuits Study Import
Louisiana Tax Decision
Turn from defense against scattered attacks to face more potentially dangerous
foe in extension of state power reach; eye
legislatures still in session.

No More Technicolor
Contracts Until Fall
The corporation reveals that present
commitments will prevent any more color
film work for months; stock jumps following Goldwyn decision to quit black and
white method.

Survival of Independent
Is Allied Parleij Concern
Fall

Preliminarq Allied
Program Completed
Milwaukee — Completion

plans for the national
May

Arbitration Plan
Leaves Distribs Cold

No signs that they care for system
suggested by Harry Brandt, president of
the New York ITOA, says that organization’s bulletin.
BOXOFnCE

:: May

22, 1937.

preliminary

here

26 of the Allied States Ass’n of Motion Picture Exhibitors reveals the following program outline for the three-day affair at the Pfister Hotel;
WEDNESDAY,

MAY

3B

Morniiiff — Registration of delegates at convention headriuarters on seventh floor of the Pfister
Hotel, reception, grand opening of exhibits on
the seventh floor.
Afternoon — Opening session, 2:00 p. m., assembly room on seventh floor; address of welcome by
Mayor Daniel W. Hoan ; response by Edward
F.
Maertz, general chairman. Milwaukee; outline of
convention activities by P. J. Wood,
convention
chairman. Columbus, O.; opening address by Pres.
Nathan
Yamins, Fall River, Mass.; outline of
entertainment program by Max Krofta, chairman;
appointment
of committees
and
designation of
meeting places; addresses on topical subjects, announcements and adjournment.
The ladies
Auxiliary of
club rooms.

will be entertained by the Women’s
the Milwaukee
Variety Club in the

Evening — Entertainment
lieginning 8:30 p. m..
Fern Room;
carnival, casino, Mardi Gras, Monte
Carlo party; 9:00 p. m., wrestling, boxing (men
and women);
10:00 p. m., official opening of
Monte Carlo; 11:00 p. m., stage show.
THUKSnAV,
3fAy 37
Morning— Inspection
of
exhibits, convention
floor; registration of delegates; reception; golfing. yachting, touring, shopping. Sightseeing tour
and card party for the ladies at 11:00 a. m.
Aftern<»on — Luncheon, Fern Room,
Hotel Pfister; second business session. 2:00 p. m., seventh
floor; announcements, introduction of noted visitors; addresses on topical subjects; other business.
Evening — Banquet
at 8:00 p. m.. Fern Room
Hotel Pfister; entertainment through courtesy of
Milwaukee theatres and night clubs; introduction
of visiting notables including Gov. Philip F. Laing.
Follette and
Mayor
Daniel W.
Hoan;
surprise
radio salute by prominent Hollywood star; danc1 lilDAY,

MAY

38

Morning — CUosing busine.ss session 10:00 a. m..
Fern Room;
reports of committees; introduction
of visiting guests; miscellaneous business; adjournment.

RITCHEY REMAINING
WITH MICH. ALLIED
Detroit — After

numerous

conferences,

H. M. Richey, general manager of Allied,
this week definitely advised his board of
directors that he would remain in his present post. Rumors the past three weeks
had it that Richey would resign as general manager to accept an executive position with a company outside the industry.
Richey has held the post for 17 years.

Color Wins Goldwyn
Hollywood — The

New

of

convention

improvement

made

in

color recently to the point that it “no
longer interferes with the telling of the
story” has prompted Samuel Goldwyn, UA
producer-member, to forego black and
white films entirely, he said here Sunday.
Goldwyn said that all of his future pictures will be filmed in Technicolor.

River,

Mass. — The

Allied

national

convention is a “call to gather to deliberate and consider the part that the independent exhibitor is to play in the social
and economic revolution we are undergoing, and what can be done to insure the
continued existence of the independent exhibitor,” Nathan Yamins, president, said
in commenting on the annual meeting May
26-28 at the Hotel Pfister in Milwaukee.
Pointing to problems “that are a national outgrowth of the Wagner act,”
Yamins asserted that “business men” must
“meet organization with organization.”
“Independent

Yamins
American

Forgotten”

charged that the lot of “every
citizen — with the single excep-

tion of the independent exhibitor” — has
been improved. Contending that the independent exhibitor is “the forgotten man,”
Yamins said that “score charges, percentage pictures, compulsory buying of shorts
and newsreels, and block booking still continue.” He charged that clearance has
been lengthened and that “the very person
who sells you pictures goes into competition with you and is slowly and surely
driving you out of business. There is a
New Deal for everyone,” he continued,
“save for the independent exhibitor — for
him it is the same old Raw Deal.”
Momentous

Meeting — Myers

Washington — Indicating

his

belief

that

the Milwaukee convention may be “the
turning point” for independent exhibitors,
Abram Myers, Allied general counsel, said
here that “The Milwaukee convention will
be a momentous one in the history of the
independent movement.”
Expressing the hope that the Allied campaign would continue unabated, Myers reviewed briefly the progress to date. He
cited the passage of the anti-affiliated theatre bill in North Dakota. “It was
passed,” he said, “by the house in Indiana
and missed out in the senate by an early
adjournment; it mustered a clear majority
in the senate in Minnesota but not quite
the two-thirds necessary to place it on the
calendar.” The house last week passed the
divorce bill in Wisconsin and sent it to the
senate.
Sees

Federal

Action

Hope

Myers pointed out that the Neely-Pettengill bill to abolish block booking and
the Hobbs resolution to probe the MPPDA
and its activities had been delayed by the
President’s supreme court reorganization
program, but expressed confidence that
they both would get attention before Congress adjourned.
“There are rumblings in the department
of justice,” said Myers, “and it is possible
that that sleeping giant may wake to strike
a blow for the sorely-pressed exhibitors.”
May
Washington

week

—

Set

Record

Attendance

pledges

this

for the Allied States Milwaukee
(Continued on page 8)
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Sixn-FIVE FOR GRAND NATIONAL;

50 UNIVERSAL FILMS, 174 SHORTS

Year-Old Company Starting 12 Producers Into
Heavy Schedule
Los

Angeles — Grand National will release 65 features during 1937-38, Edward
J. Peskay, vice-president in charge of distribution. told the executive, sales and production forces at the company’s first convention here this week.
The lineup will include 12 “special productions;’’ 12 “Class A’’ features; a series
of 24 to be developed around radio, book
and newspaper cartoon characters (six
series of four films each) ; 16 westerns and
one English film, “Rendezvous in the Alps,”
made by Julius Hagen of Twickenham
Films.
24 IN Two

Classes

The “special productions” and “Class
A” features, not separated as to category
yet, are as follows:
“Something to Sing About,” a musical
comedy to be produced and directed by
Victor Schertzinger, starring James Cagney; “Love Me Again,” another musical
comedy by Schertzinger, starring Anna
Sten; “Dynamite,” starring James Cagney, from the story by Layne Brittain and
George D. Smart; “Face the Facts,” by
Clarence Budington Kelland, starring Stuart
Erwin; “Small Town Boy,” starring Stuart
Erwin, from the story, “A Thousand Dollar Bill,” by Manuel Komroff; two other
Stuart Erwin pictures; “The Girl Said
No,” a musical with Gilbert & Sullivan
music; “Gorgeous” and “Orchid Girl,”
starring Anna Sten; “Painter in the Sky,”
a story of the Grand Canyon based on Al-

Here

are

a portion

the companys'

6

of the Grand

four-day

lan Vaughn Elston’s “Thief of Taos;”
“King of the Sierras,” a novelty production featuring Thunder, the horse, and
“King of Wild Horses,” a story depicted entirely by equine actors; “Love Takes
Flight,” a story of trans-Pacific commercial air liners featuring Bruce Cabot and
Beatrice Roberts; “Sweetheart of the
Navy,” Eric Linden and Cecilia Parker;
“Snow Covered Wagons,” a story of the
Donner expedition from the novel by Julia
Cooley Atrocchi; a third Victor Schertzinger musical comedy; “Honolulu Honeymo n,” a Zion Myers production.
Other

Productions

Divided into six groups of four pictures
each, the 24 films concerning book, radio
and newspaper cartoon characters are titled as follows:
Stars and Stripes series — “In the Marines,” “In the Navy,” “In the Army,” “In
the Air Corps.”
Flash Casey series — “Here’s Flash
Casey,” “Flash Casey, Candid Cameraman,” “Flash Casey at the Third Alarm,”
“Flash Casey Covers a Murder.”
The Shadow series — “Alias the Shadow,”
“The Shadow’s Disguise,” “The Shadow in
Panama,” “The Shadow in Society.”
Wallaby Jim series — “Wallaby Jim in the
South Seas,” “Wallaby Jim of the Islands,”
“Wallaby Jim Below the Equator,” “Wallaby Jim in Trouble.”
Renfrew of the Mounted series — “Renfrew in the North Country,” “Renfrew Gets
His Man,” “Renfrew Rides Alone,” a
fourth untitled.
Federal Agent series — “Photo-Finish,”
(Continued on next page)

National

district and

convention — first annual

branch
sales

sales

meeting

managers

Universal Increases Lineup
by Eight Productions;
Two More Westerns
Los Angeles — An increase of eight productions over last year, making a total of
50, was announced at the Universal sales
convention here Wednesday by J. H. Grainger, general manager of distribution. The
schedule carries out the prediction made
last fall by President R. H. Cochrane.
Three

Deanna

Durbin

Durbin

Titles

Announced

will be starred in three

pictures. Her first will be “100 Men and a
Girl,” which will be handled by the same
staff which made “Three Smart Girls” —
Joe Pasternak, producer, and Henry Koster, director. The cast includes Leopold
Stokowski and his Symphony Orchestra,
Adolphe Menjou, Mischa Auer and Alma
Kruger. The second Durbin vehicle will
be “Mad About Music” by Frederick Kohner and Marcella Burke. “Three Smart
Girls Go to Town” will be the third production which will reunite Barbara Read,
Nan Grey and Charles Winninger with
Miss Durbin.
Famous

French

Actress

Signed

“The Rage of Paris” will star Danielle
Darrieux, French actress Universal recently signed to a long-term contract.
Two B. G. (Buddy) DeSylva musical
productions are slated. The first will be
“A Young Man’s Fancy” with music by
Jimmy McHugh and Harold Adamson.
The cast includes Alice Faye, Ken Murray
and his stooge Oswald, Ella Logan, Larry
Blake, Henry Stockwell, Casper Reardon
and the Three Diamond

on

their arrival

of the one-year-old

Brothers.

in Hollywood

producing

BOXOFTICE
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Universal's

chieftains

line up

for the official welcome

as the company

special

train pulls into Los Angeles

for the

company's annual sales convention. In the front row, left to right, are William Peirce, Charles Rogers' secretary;
Val Paul, studio manager; P. D. Cochrane, vice-president in charge of advertising; an official hostess; J. P. Normanly, vice-president in charge of finance; R. H. Cochrane, president; Budd Rogers, company director; Charles
R. Rogers, production chief, and official convention hostesses.

Go-Round of 1937” will follow under the
direction of Eddie Buzzell with a cast including two famous screen stars to be announced later. Already set to play will be
Bert Lahr, Jimmy Savo, Billy House,
Mischa Auer, Alice Brady and Dave Apollon and his orchestra.
Galaxy

of

Stories

Bought

Among other productions are the following: “The Road to Reno,” current Saturday Evening Post serial by I. A. R. Wylie;
“Tonight We Live,” a romance of New Orleans by Jean Negulesco; “The Daughter
of Rosie O’Grady” by Walter Donaldson
and Monte Brice; “Yesterday’s Kisses” by
Luigi Pirandello, Nobel prize winner; “Prescription for Romance” by John Reinhardt
and Robert Neville; “Midnight Raiders”
by Kimball Herrick; “Carnival Queen” by
Richard Wormser; “Reported Missing” by
Verne Whitehead; “The Lady Fights
Back” by Arthur Stringer; “That’s My
Story” by Vee Terrys Perlman; “Behind
the Mike” by Thomas Ahearn and Walter
Butterfield; “The Welcome Imposter” by
Channing Pollock; “The Shannons of
Broadway” by James Gleason; “Detective
Crane,” a Crime Club novel published under the title “Headed for a Hearse” by
Jonathan Latimer; “Mightier Than the
Sword” by William Rankin; “Too Clever to
Live,” by Charles Grayson and Cy Bartlett, starring Charles Winninger; “Wanted
at Headquarters” by Philip van Cize; “Hell
on Ice” with John Wayne; “Metropolitan
Police,” a Crime Club novel; “Let’s Be Candid,” a story by Lawrence Pohle and
Thomas Ahearn, based on the candid camera craze; “Adventure’s End” by Ben Ames
Williams.
Ten

Westerns

and

Four

Serials

The quota for westerns next season will
be boosted to ten. Tex Baker will be added to the cowboy stars. Four serials will
be made, three of them from well-known
newspaper strips. Heading the list will be
“Wild West Days,” based on the W. R.
Burnett novel, “Saint Johnson.” The others will be “Flash Gordon’s Trip to Mars,”
BOXOFnCE

: : May

22, 1937.

“Radio Patrol” and “Tim Tyler’s Luck.”
In the short subjects field Universal will
release 13 two-reel musical Mentones, 26
single reelers of the “Going Places” with
Lowell Thomas series and “The Stranger
Than Fiction” series with the well-known
commentator, Alois Havrilla. There also

Grand National List
(Continued

from preceding page)

“Government Agent,”
“Stacked Chips.”
Sixteen

“Wire

Action

Tappers,”

Films

will be 26 cartoons of the “Oswald, the
Lucky Rabbit,” as well as 104 issues of the
Universal News reel with Graham McNamee. “Ten Seconds to Live,” a two-reel
special, will be produced by Charles E.

In the western and action bracket. Grand
National will release 16 features, eight each
starring Tex Ritter and Ken Maynard.
The Ritter singing and musical western

Ford who made “You Can’t Get Away With
It” with J. Edgar Hoover and “Camera

vehicles are “Tex and the Boy Scouts,”
“Frontier Roundup,” “Rollin’ Plains,” “The
Utah Trail,” “Arizona Ranger,” “Law of
the Black Hills,” “Buffalo Country” and
“Mustang Roundup.”

Thrills.”

AT UNIVERSAL

MEETING

Los Angeles — Complete list of delegates
attending the Universal sales convention
which opened at the Ambassador Hotel
here this week, including representatives
from all parts of the United States and
Canada, is as follows:
Albany — P. Dana, L. J. Leiser, F. Duffy.
Atlanta — H. D. Graham,
C. T. Jordan, H. M.
William, J. Ezell, B. F. Cox, R Elliott.
Boston — W.
P. Kelly, J. H. Curran, H. Konnis, I Shiffman, F. P. Dervin, A. J. Herman.
Buffalo — J. G. Fater, N. Marcus, N. Sauber, O.
A. Siegal.
Charlotte — R.
terman.

T.

Good,

J. E.

Hobbs,

R.

H.

M.
W.

S. Haber,

Cleveland — J. Krenitz, J. Lefton, D. Miller, H. H.
Young, J. Withers.
Dallas — J. H. Lutzer. L. D Lutzer, E S Olsmith,
B C. Gibson, W. R. Pittenger.
Denver — J. Langan,
mell.

A.

W.

O'Connell,

J. S. Hom-

Des Moines — J. Smith, J. J. Spandau.
Detroit — J. Stewart, B. G. Tighe, M.
H. Schllds.

Gottlieb,

Indianapolis — F. Brown, P. J. Fortune,
Levy, A. Lachnit, C. G. Butler.
Kansas City — W
Benjamin, E. M. Block,
Thompson, J. M. Flynn, R. A. Morrow.

G.

L.

R.

R.

Los .Angeles — AV. J. Heineman,
A. J. O'Keefe,
C. E. Pace, O. Wog, L. E. Hoss.
Memphis — W E. Sipe, H. I. Mansfield.
Milwaukee — J. F. Camp,
W.
E. Weinshenker,
E. W. Gavin, R. J. Bassett.

(Continued

on page 26)

Twelve

Producers

Twelve producers already have been selected to deliver the Grand National schedule. They are:
tiny.”
Victor Schertzinger, Zion Myers, Richard Rowland, Bennie F. Zeidman, Eugen
Frenke, George Hirliman, Andrew L.
Stone, Bud Barsky, Ed Finney, Max Alexander, M. H. Hoffman and A1 Herman.

Mas-

Chicagro — E
T. Gomersall, H.
M. Herbel,
Godshaw, R W. Funk, T. G. Meyers, I. Joseph,
Baker.
Cincinnati — P. Kreiger, C. A. Littman,
N. LeVene jr., G. B. Gomersall.

The Maynard features: “Trailing Trouble,” “Boots of Destiny,” “Whirlwind
Horsemen,” “Yankee Rider,” “Murder at
the Rancho,” “Thirteen and Lucky,”
“Phantom Cowboy” and “Montana Mu-

Rapid

Growth

Under the guidance of its 39-year-old
president, Edward L. Alperson, Grand National has enjoyed almost unprecedented
success during its six months of active
life. Starting on May 16, 1936 as an idea,
the company began to function six months
later. Alperson, who now is negotiating
for additional production personalities, said
that the studio with its eight new sound
stages will be producing at the peak of its
capacity within four months.
Prizes in the sales drive were awarded
as follows: I. Levine, New Haven, $1,000;
Merritt Davis, Charlotte, $750; Cleve
Adams,

Albany, $500; Jules Lapidus, Pittsburgh, $250.
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Shorts Increase Slightlij;
Single-Reelers Dominant
New

York — Although

the total number

of shorts released by the major companies
during recent seasons remains substantially the same, the past few years has seen
a definite trend away from two-reelers featuring “name” comedians to cartoons,
sports reels and double-reelers of the musical variety.
Total short product for the 1937-38 season— a general term for all one and tworeelers — will show a slight increase from
the 1936-37 figure, according to advance
estimates obtained from the ten companies
releasing this type of product. However,
only Columbia, Educational and RKO continue production of two-reelers of the slapstick variety, compared with the silent days
of the screen when almost every company
released custard pie or bathing-beauty
comedies, once considered essential to the
well-balanced program.
Hal Roach, who for many years past
produced two-reelers starring Laurel and
Hardy, Charlie Chase, ZaSu Pitts, Thelma
Todd, and other laugh-makers, has gradually decreased his shorts program until
the 1937-38 season finds 12 “Our Gang”
one-reelers his sole remaining shorts product, with the producer concentrating on
feature-length comedies for the coming
year.
Duals

Substantial

Factor

The increase of double-features has undoubtedly been a contributing factor in the
gradual decrease of two-reelers with a
marquee value. Vitaphone will release only
30 of this length during 1937-38, compared
with 36 for 1936-37.
“Although a better lineup of feature
product is partly responsible for this,” said
Norman Moray, Vitaphone executive in

"Forgotten" Films Vital
to Circuit Head
“Permit

me

to congratulate

you on

the editorial captioned ‘The Forgotten Pictures’ published in the May
15 issue of Boxoffice.
This editorial touches upon a vital
and highly important problem in the

constructive boxoffice influence, develop theatre managers into real
showmen, in addition to creating better profits for the theatres.
“All theatre managers and exhibition executives can well profit by
what you have to say.” — John J.
Friedl, general manager Minnesota
Amusement Co., Minneapolis, Minn.

Symphony cartoons from United Artists to
RKO Radio release. To offset this United
Artists will distribute 18 Skippy cartoons
based on the famous Percy Crosby newspaper drawings and produced by a new
concern named Mayfair Productions. RKO
Radio will distribute 18 Disney cartoons for
the coming season. “Pluto’s Quintuplets”
and “The Clock Cleaners” will be among
the first Disney’s for RKO release and the
producer is considering opening his own
office here to coincide with his release by
RKO about August 1.

The most important changes from the
1936-37 shorts situation so far announced
by the major companies are the switch of
Walt

8 to 12, Republic also retaining its chap-

consider this a very
find that exhibitors
as much interested
as they were in pre-

Significant

Disney’s

Changes

Mickey

SHORTS

Mouse

and

Silly

PRODUCT
(CH.AKT

FOR

COMPARISON

FEATURES

APPEARED

MAY

CHART

15)

Following is the 1937-38 short product sch'edule of the ten leading companies with a comparison of two-year totals:
Tw<i

COLUMBIA
EDUCATIONAL
M-G-M
PARAMOUNT
RKO-RADIO
REPUBLIC
20TH CENTURY-FOX
UNITED ARTISTS
UNIVERSAL
WARNER BROS

-reelers

36
46
12
1
49

14
30
188

8

One-reelers

Newsreels

90
46

103
87
49
12
18
52
104
561

Washington

Serials

4

4

104
104
520

4
12

TOTALS

1937-3S

92
201

104
104
104

130

202
208
4
116
18
174

1936-37

126

194
208
92
2024
18
116
140
174

134
1279

1274

— An

indication

of

what

might be in the air for industry was
noted this week by motion picture leaders when William P. Connery jr., head of
the house labor committee, declared in
Lawrence, Mass., that a bill to provide
minimum wages, maximum hours and
elimination of child labor will be reported
favorably by his committee with the approval of President Roosevelt.
First to be reported, however, said Connery, will be a bill to provide an $18 weekly minimum wage and 35-hour week for
the textile industry. He said this bill also
had the President’s approval. It is understood that the coal trade likewise will be
considered separately.

Allied Convention

exhibition of motion pictures. Proper concentration on the so-called forgotten pictures would do much to develop the industry, prove a steady

Another change finds Universal increasing the footage of its 13 Mentone musicals,
produced in New York by Milton Schwartzwald, from one reel to two reels.
A new development will be Columbia
Pictures’ four serials for 1937-38, these to
be produced by Louis Weiss, who previously has distributed his serial product in the
states rights field. This will increase the
total number of serial distribution from

charge of shorts. “I
slight decrease and I
the country over are
in our shorts product
vious selling years.”

WAGE-HOUR BILLS NEAR
COMMITTEE APPROVAL

(Continued

from page 5)

convention. May 26-28, exceed the Atlanta
and Cleveland registrations, with 250 or
more delegates expected.
Wisconsin has pledged a minimum of 100
delegates and the surrounding territory is
planning to send contingents as follows:
Illinois, 50; Minnesota, 25; Indiana, 20,
and Michigan 20. Groups from New Jersey, Maryland and the District of Columbia are also expected.
Scheduled to attend a pre-convention
board meeting on May 26 are the following directors: Abram F. Myers, chairman: Nathan Yamins, Allied president;
J. B. Fishman, H. A. Blum, Lee W. Newberry, C. H. Olive, Fred P. Herrington,
P. J. Wood, Fred DeLodder, R. R. Bair,
Aaron Saperstein, E. F. Maertz, E. L.
Peaslee, Frank Wetzstein, Johnnie Griffin,
H. A. Cole, Henry Lazarus, N. H. Waters.
UNIVERSAL

CONTRACT

PEAK

New

York — A record of 8,300 signed contracts with theatres in the past season
will be a mark for the Universal sales
forces.

»

REVIEW
*

FLASHES

THE

GIRL

SAID

NO

(GN)— At last Gilbert

& Sullivan's famous operettas ore brought
to the screen, and with a wallop. Producer Andrew Stone has blended an unimpressive story, a dash of hokum, a sprinkling of romance and comedy with a success that is almost uncaimy. This Grand
National producer's first film will leave a
mark for others to shoot at. Irene Hervey,
Robert Armstrong, Paula Stone.

COMPLETE
pictures

REVIEWS

will appear

on the above

in an

early issue

of BOXOFFICE.
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BUILDING BOOM IN GOTHAM AREA
Lehman Commended
for Dunnigan Veto
New

York — Governor

Lehman

of New

York was widely commended this week for
his veto on Wednesday of the Dunnigan
bill which would have given local officials
broad powers of censorship over amusements. The measure would have empowered the New York city license commissioner to close any show he considered “immoral.” The commissioner now cannot
exercise this power except on a court verdict of immorality.
The commissioner now has the power
to revoke a license or reject a renewal for
another year only after a court decision
that an improper performance was staged.
Under the Dunnigan bill, the commissioner
would be empowered to revoke a license or
refuse to renew without a hearing.
New York Catholics, led by Cardinal
Hayes, rallied in support of the bill in opposition to the solid demand of New York
legitimate theatre interests for a veto.
The bill was passed by the legislature
during the last minute rush. It was introduced in sequel to the recent campaign to
close burlesque houses and was described
as an instrument to empower the license
commissioner to regulate such theatres.
However, his power would have gone much
further.

Balm for Civil Righis
Invasion — 6 Cents
New

York — A professional

claimed invasion of his ‘‘civil rights.”

too susceptible of abuse in administration.”

Lesser Radio Bureau
Hollywood — Sol Lesser,

head

of Prin-

cipal Pictures, this week announced the
organization of a radio department for
this company to be operated by Louis
Hymans.

New

York — A banner

DepinetNamed Head
of Pathe Newsreel
New

York — Ned

E. Depinet,

vice-presi-

dent of RKO and head of the company’s
distribution, was elected president of Pathe
News by the directors on Thursday, after
the resignation of
Courtland Smith was
accepted. Smith was
president of Pathe
News more than six
years. Pathe News is
wholly owned by RKO.
Frederic Ullman jr.,

Ifed E. Depinet
tivity. Smith

said

in charge of commercial production, was
elected vice-president
and director of Pathe
News.
Commercial
films are a large part
of the
company’s
he would
devote achis

full time to “motion picture and television
activities,” the nature of which he would
disclose shortly, continuing developments
he had been conducting with Dr. Alfred
N. Goldsmith, consulting engineer.
Elected head of Pathe News in 1931,
Smith opened the first newsreel theatre in
the world, the Embassy, on Broadway here,
in 1929.

EASTERN EDITION Is One of the Seven Sectional Editions in Which BOXOFFICE Is Published Weekly. The
Other Six Editions Are: NEW ENGLAND, MIDEAST, CENTRAL, MIDWEST, WESTERN, SOUTHERN.

year for new

the-

atre construction in and around Greater
New York is indicated in the 23 projects
being built or announced for construction
since January 1, 1937, it is shown in a comprehensive and careful checkup by Box-

office.

In addition, eight theatres on which
construction was begun late in 1936 have
been opened in the metropolitan area this
Biggest Since 1929
year.
On the basis of 36 theatres totaled in a
Boxoffice

“While fully appreciative of the high
purpose of those supporting this bill and
while warmly joining in the desire to
maintain the theatre on a proper moral
plane,” the governor commented, “it nevertheless seems to me that the specific
provisions of this bill are too broad and

golfer’s

civil rights are worth exactly six
cents. That was the verdict of Justice Ferdinand Pecora in N. Y. supreme court late last week in Jack
Redmond’s suit for $50,000 damages
against Columbia alleging unauthorized use of a Fox Movietone newsreel
shot of him in a Columbia short titled
‘‘Golfing Rhythm.” The court issued
a permanent injunction against distribution of the film. Redmond

BOXOFFICE Check Shows
Record Construction
Peak in 1937

survey

last year for the seven-

month period ended July 30, 1936, the 1937
figure to date foreshadows the greatest theatre building boom in this area since 1929,
considering that the year’s quarter mark
has just turned and that the height of
new theatre activity is in the summer, for
fall opening.
For the entire year 1936, theatres erected, under construction or planned in
Greater New York totaled 56, at an estimated cost of $5,415,000, according to a
Boxoffice

tabulation

at the

end

of last

year. This represented the greatest building increase in seven years.
The new units announced or now under construction will add approximately
22,600 seats to this area’s capacity. In
comparison with the 24,000 seats estimated for the 36 theatres in the 1936 sevenmonth period mentioned, it is evident that
larger theatres are going up this year.
Cost

Is Higher

While a reliable aggregate estimated expenditure for 1937 structures is not available, due to fluctuating costs which did not
obtain last year, the total is expected to
equal the $2,500,000 aggregate estimated
for the new theatres in the above-mentioned 1936 period, according to various
sources including architects, supply houses
and theatre operators. Building and equipment costs have increased substantially
since the first of the year.
As in the preceding year, the new construction is sponsored predominantly by
unaffiliated exhibitors and leading inde(Continued

on page 16-B)

ALFRED L. FINESTONE, Eastern Editor, 551 Fifth Ave.,
New York, N. Y., Phone Vanderbilt 3-7138. PRESCOTT
DENNETT, Bond Bldg., Washington, D. C., V. W. MORROW, 73 W. Eagle St., Buffalo, N. Y.

ALLIED READIES CHAIN "SENSATION"

New Approach to Circuit
Elimination Indicated
in Statement
Washington — Indications

that

Allied

States Ass’n of M. P. Exhibitors will press
for enactment of stiff taxes against affiliated chain theatres in states where it cannot get favorable action on its “divorce”
bill were noted in a bulletin issued Tuesday.
Believed by observers here to refer to
the U. S. supreme court decision a day
earlier validating the Louisiana “discriminatory” chain tax bill, the bulletin made
no mention of the case by name. The text
follows:
“As a result of recent decisions of the
courts Allied leaders are preparing to present to the exhibitors at the Milwaukee
convention on May 26-28 a revised and
enlarged program for combatting chain
competition which it is believed will be
even more effective than the divorcement
law which is now being sponsored.
“This does not mean that it is proposed to abandon the divorcement law in
states where it has been passed or is still
under consideration or in territories where
due

to local conditions it might be preferred to the new measures now being
devised.
“The

measures will have these advantages; Their validity will be beyond
question and their operation can not be
delayed by protracted litigation; they will
produce revenue for the states and hence
will appeal to legislatures now seeking
new forms of taxation: they can be made

new

to include certain so-called independent
chains now committing depredations comparable with those of the affiliated chains.
“A record breaking convention now
seems assured and it is expected that the
new strategy, while marking no departure
from Allied policy, will prove a sensation.”
Although not specifically including theatres, the Louisiana chain tax law upheld
by the supreme court is important to the
trade in that it taxes Louisiana units of
chain stores in proportion to the number of
such units in the national group. A chain
with

only one store in the state thus becomes subject to the highest figure in the

g;'aduated
holdings.

tax scale because

of its national

MONOGRAM DRIVE TO
NET THIRD OF QUOTA
New York — Monogram’s nine-week sales
drive for $1,500,000 worth of business
launched at the company’s recent Chicago convention, is expected to produce
about one-third of the total sales quota,
fixed at $4,333,000 for 1937-38, Edward
A. Golden, general sales manager, announced this week.
Des Moines headed the 30 exchanges in
standings tabulated for the first week of
the drive. Kansas City was second, with
Milwaukee, Dallas, Los Angeles and Pittsburgh following in that order. Cash
awards aggregating $1,000 will be given
the winners at the conclusion of the drive.
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New York Dog Race
Bill Is Vetoed

Albany — Governor

Lehman

on Fri-

day vetoed for the second consecutive year a bill which would legalize
dog racing in New York state. The
questioTi will he left to the constitutional conventioji of 1938. At a hearing earlier in the week. Assemblyman Hall, sponsor of the bill, censured theatre owners for their opposition to the hill. Hall charged that
exhibitors also were guilty of gambling because they operate Bank
Night

“and

other games

of chance."

Extended Time on
York — His justification

for resort-

ing to legal action to bring “relief” to independent operators in competition with
Loew’s in the metropolitan area was this
week explained by Harry Brandt, head of
the Brandt circuit and president of the
Independent Theatre Owners Association,
when

it became known that Loew’s has arranged for a larger number of playing days

for “A Star Is Born” than any other United Artists’ release in recent years.
Brandt, in behalf of 33 members of the
IOTA, has a suit pending, trial of which is
expected in June, to restrain Loew’s from
playing pictures over a five and two-day
split week, and to enjoin five distributors
from delivering films to the circuit on that
basis.
“I would like to know,” Brandt said,
“why Loew’s didn’t make a similar deal for
other United Artists’ product. I’m sure no
one expects the independents to condone
the ‘milking’ of big pictures and

then

have

them passed off to us when they’re dry.
This is an example of why we must defend
ourselves

in the courts.”

IMPERIAL REGIONAL
MEET JULY IN N. Y.
New York — A regional sales meeting for
the eastern group of Imperial franchise
holders will be held at the Hotel Astoi
here on July 3, 4 and 5, the first of a
series of similar conventions to be held
throughout the country, E. J. Smith,
eral sales manager, announced here.

New

York — A shakeup

in the executive

personnel of the Century circuit here occurred this week with the resignation of
Charles

Moses,

Edward

Hyman

and

Nor-

man Prager, long mainstays in the chain’s
operation of some 30 theatres in Brooklyn
and Long Island. No successors had been
appointed by late this week.
Moses, film buyer for the past five years,
resigned last Saturday, and is now on a
three-week vacation in Bermuda. While
his future plans are indefinite, it is understood he is dickering for a few theatres
to supplement the Palace, Port Richmond,
and the Victory, Tompkins ville, Staten

"Star Is Born" Irks
New

Shakeup in Centuri]
Chain as Three Quit

gen-

Other meetings are scheduled for the
Drake Hotel, Chicago, July 10, 11 and 12;
St. Charles Hotel, New Orleans, July 17,
19, and Palace Hotel, San Francisco, July 24, 25 and 26. Imperial has
announced a program of 37 films for
1937-38, 32 of which will be produced in
Hollywood. The other five will be Englishmade.

Island, which he has long operated
pendently of his Century affiliation.

inde-

Hyman, who was general theatre supervisor as well as film consultant for nine
years,

resigned

Monday,

effective June

1.

He announced that together with his brother he would go into the fruit marketing
business, having purchaser a 3,000-acre
apple orchard at Markham, Va.
Prager was Long Island zone manager
for a number of years. It is understood he
will become associated with Hyman in his
apple-growing

venture.

FOUR REGIONAL MEETS
AFTER REPUBLIC PARLEY
New

York — Four

Republic

branch

regional

managers

meetings
and

for

salesmen

will follow the franchise holders’ convention in Los Angeles June 1 and 2. Starting with a session for the western group
in San Francisco June 4, the meetings will
be in Chicago, June 9; New Orleans, June
11, and New York, June 14.
J. J. Milstein,

sales manager,

who

will

preside at the gatherings, leaves for Los
Angeles on
Wednesday
accompanied
by Herbert J. Yates, Edward Schnitzer,
Sam
office. Hacker and others from the home

Carry District Flag
Washington — At a meeting
Theatre

Owners

of the Allied

of the District of Colum-

bia, President C. H. Olive and Abe Lichtman, vice-president, were formally selected as delegates from the local association
to the Milwaukee national convention
May

26.

Okays Fair Budget

18 and

Albany — Governor Lehman has approved the Dunnigan bill appropriating $2,200,000 to the New York World Fair 1939 to
be expended under supervision of the New
York

State

World’s

Fair

BOXOFFICE
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THE

ANSWER

EASTMAN’S

cooperation

with the in-

dustry has helped to solve many

a prob-

lem of motion pieture teehnique. Now
supplies a eomplete

answer

to the im-

portant duplieating problem.
Fine-Grain

it

Eastman

Duplieating Positive and Neg-

ative Films are capable of produeing
plieates aetually indistinguishable
originals. Eastman

Kodak

N. Y. (J. E. Brulatour,

du-

from

Co., Roehester,

Ine., Distributors,

Fort Lee, Chicago, Hollywood.)

EASTMAN

Fine-Grain

DUPLICATING
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Charge Four With Heading
Nationwide Bombing Ring
Ft. Wayne,

Ind. — Four

men

charged

The men are charged specifically with
being implicated in the stench bombing
of the Star Theatre, Brooklyn, last October 29.

Suspects' Arrest Does
Not Halt Bombing
New York — Arrest of four men in
Indiana charged with directing a nation-wide gang of theatre bombers
failed to discourage similar depredations in New York. Police posted

to Dis-

guards at four Harry Brandt theatres in the Time Square district when
an usher found a stench bomb in the
Central on Broadway Tuesday night.
There was no disturbance and the

trict Attorney William F. X. Geoghan of
Brooklyn caused apprehension of four men
in Ft. Wayne, Ind., described by Geoghan

audience was unaware of the incident. The police guard later was
called off.

Called
New

Leaders

York — Information

of Gang
supplied

as “the brains behind the bombings of
motion picture theatres not only in Greater
New York but throughout the country,”
The men are Charles C. Smith, reported
to be secretary-treasurer of the motion
picture operators’ union of Fort Wayne:
Leo K. Smith, also of Ft. Wayne; Fred C.
Blacker of Kokomo, and Charles Donovan,
found in Blacker’s home.
Upon their delivery here the prisoners
will face indictment on eight criminal
charges, Geoghan said, sufficient, if convicted, to put them “behind bars for a long
time.” He would not divulge if he had information linking them with labor organizations.
It has been estimated that more than
100 persons have been injured by stench
and tear-gas bomb explosions in motion
picture theatres in the New York metropolitan area since last fall. The last outrage occurred February 27 when five theatres along Broadway were bombed within
a ten-minute period.

gCARCELY a day goes by but someone
introduces a new wrinkle to lighten up
an otherwise drab world. The award this
week goes to the Independent Theatre
Owners Ass’n. Through the courtesy of
Adolph Haas, assistant to J. Don Alexander, head of the Alexander Film Co., the
ITOA will participate in the first nautical
meeting in local history. Alexander’s yacht,
“2 Smiles,” has been made available for
the ITOA’s regular meeting on Wednesday, May 26, There will be luncheon and
probably a short cruise up Long Island
Sound.

with

leadership of a gang said to be responsible for more than a hundred theatre bombings in the United States, held here in default of $13,000 bonds, will fight extradition to New York at a hearing in city
court here June 2,

BROADWAY

Front

Philadelphia — Delaware

County’s

ban

on Bingo, Bank Night and similar games,
which was rescinded the day after it was
ordered, was eased after a protest from
business groups in that county.
Spokesmen for these groups told Chief
County Detective Rae M. Kaplan, who issued ihe original order, that the games
were harmless and promoted business in
the neighborhoods of theatres using them.
Kaplan said he would hold future action
against game operators in abeyance pending Judge Harry McDevitt’s decision on the
case pending against the Palm Theatre,
Philadelphia.

of the

State) : It seems that Ed Finney’s Tex
Ritter inspired Universal to announce a
Tex Baker. They both sing, as well as
ride horses. It is said the early bird gets
the worm, so Universal, alert as ever to
shrewd judgment, this week rechristened
Mr. Baker, giving him to handle of Bob.
When’s
break?

Merchants Secure
Ease of Gift Ban

line bulletin on the Battle

Singing Texes (and we don’t mean an east
sider’s interpretation of a taxi; or what
you pay the government; or the Lone Star

someone

going

to give Nebraska

a

In recognition of the outstanding efforts
put forth at the Cove Theatre, Glen Cove,
L. I., Manager Max Cooper was presented
an award of $150 by George P. Skouras.
Cooper has maintained a consistent record
in garnering top grosses for benefit performances among Skouras theatres.
Nuptials at M-G-M: With nary a hint
from the principals, it has leaked out that
Bill O’Brien of the advertising department and Mildred Lewis, one of Howard
Dietz’s secretaries, have been married for
about two weeks . . . Buddy Markus, home
office librarian, has set June 20 for her
wedding to Jesse Brand . . . Sam Burger,
traveling M-G-M
foreign representative,
heads for the coast next week
moon.

on a honey-

A carload of film and stage talent f executive and performing) was aboard the
Normandie when she left Wednesday for
Europe. There was Hal B. Wallis, associate executive in charge of production at
the Warner studio; Henry Blanke, Warner
production executive: Mark Rex Sandrich,
RKO director; Leon Leonidoff, vice-president and director of production at the
Radio City Music Hall; Erik Charell, film
and theatrical producer (“White Horse
Inn”) : Mrs, Charles Farrell and Mrs. Paul
Lukas, wives of the cinemactors: Carmel
Myers, former actress, and husband Ralph
Blum; Pierre Hurel, director of the Cie
France-Film of Montreal, and Martin
Beck, vice-president of the Palace and
well-known theatrical producer.
Carl

Laemmle

gets in from

next week. He’s thinking
vacation shortly thereafter
Universalites of the eastern sector caught en route to the Hollywood convention. Photographed in Chicago, they are. left to right, Sidney Singerman,
Floyd Brown, Morris Joseph, E. T. Gomersall, Henry Herbel, Arthur Litus,
R. H. Cochrane ^ president ) , Irving Joseph. Walter Davis, A. J. Herman, Barney Frank, Jules Liggett, Ben Price, Max Cohen. Nat Goldberg, Eddie Heiber,
Pete Godshaw, Harry Furst, George Levy, Phil Winnick, Jos. Leon.

12

the

coast

of a European
. . . Oscar Doob

of Loew’s was in Chicago Monday to attend the anniversary party for John Balahan . . . George Hirliman is here from the
coast for a brief visit . . . Sidney R. Kent,
John D. Clark, Charles E. McCarthy,
Charles

Skouras

and

Mike

BOXOFTICE
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ed out tor the 20th Century-Fox Los Angeles convention Monday, a little early.
Funeral services were held Tuesday in
Boston for Jack MaGann, Boston salesman for Warner who died of a heart attack here last Saturday at the close of
the annual sales meeting . . . Ira Bernstein, late purchasing head for National
Screen Service, who died at his desk, was
buried in New York Tuesday.

Chance for Appeal to High
Court on Film Rental Tax
New

Gregory Dickson, formerly with United
Artists publicity here and later in charge
of trailers for RKO, has joined the Walt
Disney organization on the coast as head
of publicity . . . John T. Doran has put in
work the second of the series of “We the
People” historical shorts at the new Film
Art studios in the Bronx . . . Looks like a
best seller for “Blood on the Moon,” autobiography of Linton Wells, Samuel Goldwyn’s eastern publicity representative. It’s
a saga of Wells’ adventures as a foreign
correspondent during 25 years.
Repeat engagement, but no standing
room: A. H. Schwartz, head of Century
circuit, lost the better part of his Central
in Cedarhurst when a fire leveled the interior of the house. Twelve hours later
another fire played havoc with his garage,
messing up the living quarters atop the
structure.
The

dragon

that belched forth steam

above the Astor recently to advertise “The
Good Earth” calls to mind a similar display at the Winter Garden years ago when
Warner’s “Hatchet Man” was exhibited
there. George Jessel was walking across
the street with a friend one day when
the fellow suddenly stopped and murmured
to George, “That sign is marvelous — do
you know what makes the steam come out
of the dragon’s nostrils?” “Sure,” Jessel
is said to have replied, “it’s the Warner
Brothers pressing pants downstairs.”
Joe Berne, partner and

legal head

of

Mort Singer’s theatres, is aboard the Conte
de Savoia, headed for Italy . . . Hazel
Flynn, director of publicity at the Radio
City Music Hall, off for a coast vacation,
with a stopover at Chicago for a chinfest
with former Evening American colleagues
. . . Eleanor Roth, UA receptionist, planed
to Hollywood Sunday for two weeks vacation . . . Kay Kamen is due from Europe
on the Champlain June 2. William B. Levy,
English representative for Walt Disney,
will be with him . . . June 6 should see
Barney Balaban back from a European
jaunt.

Now that “Abie’s Irish Rose” has settled
down to another five years (Miss Nichols
hopes), Irving Hoffman recalls that during the original run, Heywood Broun
dropped around and paid it a visit. The
next day he wrote, “ ‘Abie’s Irish Rose’ is
still a bad play. I don’t think it will last
six months.” When the show was in its
fifth year, Broun paid it another visit.
This time he appeared to be more caution. He wrote: “ ‘Abie’s Irish Rose’ is
still a bad play. I don’t think it will last
forever.”
BOXOFFICE
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York City Power
Tax Extended

Albany — Governor

Lehman

to

newspapers

beat

Appeal

—

Schine Firm
The

Schine

Deadline

June

13

the assessLaGuardia
Mayor to
approved
ment will by
continue
July, 1938.
When the state’s highest tribunal ruled
that distributors are liable for the sales
tax it opened the way for collection of back
taxes and penalties of approximately $1,city comptroller’s office esti700,000,matedthe
this week.

the

“extraordinary bonus” to Movietone accounts was said by the company to cost it
some $25,000.
The films arrived on the French liner
Normandie shortly after 1 p. m. Tuesday.
The newsreels had been offered the services of Aviator Merrill by his New York
backers, but they considered the price, reported as a total of $30,000, prohibitive.
Merrill’s backers are reliably reported to
have been paid $26,000 by Hearst’s International News Service to fly the stills back
to America.
The newsreels shot a footage ranging
from 8,000 to 12,000 feet each, cutting out
about 90 per cent for release purposes.

New

distri-

week signed the enabling act which is tantamount to a year’s extension of the sales
tax for emergency relief purposes. When

newsreels to a pictorial presentation of last
week’s Coronation in London. Films of the
event reached the screens of eastern theatres late Tuesday afternoon or evening and
other sections of the country on Wednesday. New York newspapers carried pages
of pictures in Saturday morning editions,
only a few hours after Dick Merrill arrived from his return flight to Europe with
a valuable cargo of stills.
All theatre accounts received 1,000 or
1,500-foot clips of the Coronation from the
newsreels as part of the regular releases.
Fox Movietone, the only reel to film the
festival in color, planned to release its
tinted version as a three or four-reel featurette to be sold to exhibitors under separate contract. This company’s regular
Coronation footage was released as a 1,500foot addition to the May 18 issue. This

Albany

major

June 13 is the deadline for an appeal to
the U. S. supreme court for a review of the
New York court of appeals ruling that the
tax applies to film rentals as well as other
commodities.
Meanwhile Governor Lehman late last

Stills Beat Prints
of Coronation Show
York — The

for

on ial
film
limits.rentals within the city’s territor-

has ap-

proved the Buckley bill extending until July 1, 1938, the time within
which the city of New York may impose additional emergency taxes for
unemployment relief purposes. The
approval of this measure will continue for another year the tax on
rentals of motion picture films.

New

York — Counsel

butors have not abandoned a probable
course of action to forestall imposition of
the New York City two per cent sales tax

Circuit, Inc., of

Gloversville last week, through Howard M.
Antevil of Schine Theatre Enterprises, incorporated to the amount of 10 shares of
non par value stock. Incorporators were
P. D. Thompson, Mark Benjamin, and R.
E. Wallace.

COLUMBIA COAST
MEET FIRST SINCE
New

Y ork — Columbia’s

1929

national

sales

convention in Los Angeles beginning June
27 will be the first the company has held
on the west coast since its initial sales
meeting in 1929.
Harry and Jack Cohn, president and
vice-president, respectively, are scheduled
to attend the sessions, which will extend
throughout the week and will be presided

over by A. Montague, general sales manager. The entire sales force, as well as eastern executives, office managers, and home
office representatives, and
nadian staffs, will attend.

including Ca-

When

Columbia held its first sales convention in Los Angeles eight years ago as
a newly established national distributing
organization, 47 delegates comprised the
entire attendance. This year more than
250 will be present.

Hindenburg Reels
Prove Draw
Washington — Getting

their

share

of the increase of over 100 per cent
in the nation-wide number of patrons to view newsreels, directly due
to the Hindenburg disaster. Manager
of the Trans-Lux here announced a new record week of approximately 28,000 customers from
Friday, May 7 through to May 14.
This tops the old record, set the
week after initial opening, when the
turnstiles clicked 22,451 times. Combination news shots used were Rathe,
20th Century-Fox, Metro and Universal.
Robbins

22, 1937.
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Independent Chains Move
Against Major Power Drive
New York — The battle of independent
theatre groups to consolidate their positions to offset what they foresee as the
strongest move in years by the major circuits for theatre operating power brought
two important developments here this
week.
The Harry Harris and Rudin, Rapf and
Lederer interests, embracing 20 theatres in
the New York metropolitan area, have
been consolidated, and the one-third interest held by Matty Kutinsky in six
Bronx and White Plains theatres has been
acquired by Sam D. Cocalis.
Another

Deal

Pending

The

Harris deal is said to be the forerunner of another that is pending for control of 12 additional houses. Units belonging to Harris in the agreement closed this
week are the Gotham, Columbia, Sunset,
Washington, New 14th St., and Bluebird,
all in Manhattan: the Bronx, Central and
Jackson, in the Bronx, and the Palace,
Bound Brook, N. J. The Rapf, Rudin and
Lederer theatres are the Arcadia, DeLuxe,
and Dorset in Manhattan; Traymore,
Brooklyn; Bellevue, Upper Montclair, N. J.;
Royal and Broadmore, Bloomfield, N. J.;
Park and Summerville, Caldwell, N. J., and
the Drake, Rego Park, L. I.
The deal which gives Cocalis control of
the six houses formerly shared by Kutinsky
are the Allerton, Yorke, Pelham, Laconia,
Wakefield and Burke. Cocalis recently announced he would build new theatres in
Asbury Park and Long Beach, N. J.

Japanese Firm Honors
Willis Carrier
New

British Interests

New York — United Artists is financially
interested in the expansion of the Odeon
theatre chain in England to 250 theatres.
The Odeon interests recently took over a
controlling interest in Entertainments and
General Investments Corp., Ltd., which
controls the County Cinemas and Associated Theatres, totaling 50 modern
houses. The Odeon group is the third
largest chain in Great Britain.

— Coimneviorating

& Co., Japanese

his

business

leaders, at

a

testimonial luncheon. Presentation of the lacquered chest was made
by Hatsujiro Yoshida, general manager of Mitsui & Co., in behalf of
Tokyo Carrier, the air conditioning
firm’s affiliate in Japan, in honor of
Carrier’s disclosure, 25 years ago, of
the rational pschrometric formulae
before the American society of mechanical engineers.

Carrington's Boost
Expansion Prelude
New

York — Appointment of G. L. Carrington as Erpi commercial relations manager is preliminary to a reorganization

of Erpi’s licensing

functions,

made

neces-

sary by the acquisition of numerous inventions.
The

UA

York

25th anniversary as “the father of
modern air conditioning,” Willis H.
Carrier, chairman of the board of
Carrier Corp., Newark, N. J., recently received a gift check from Mitsui

function

will

Erpi’s developments can be utilized,

it was

explained. Carrington heads a newly
created division in
which he will be in
charge of licensing
contracts with motion picture producers.

Carrington

He joined Erpi in 1928 and was for several years in charge of field offices, subsequently becoming operating manager, in
which post he has been succeeded by P. T.
Sheridan.

Gordon

true when

Carter

hung directly over
pate in the Barron

Irene Weber Sadel’s
offices, a spot, inci-

dentally, where Sidney Lust and other local anglers can glimpse it when they call.
It also commands a clear view of their
green-tinged visages from the Loew chieftain’s desk. The Barrens, by the by, move
to their new home shortly. Which reminds that the Dan Terrells, along with
“Tim” — the wonder dog — held a house
warming at their Westmoreland Heights
residence.

Capitol town’s merry-go-’round . . .
Morton Katz expects to move any day from
office manager at United Artists to a
salesman’s berth for Metro . . . Elmer McKinley from Charlotte will fill the vacant
spot . . . Walter Gardner swaps a poster
clerkship at UA for a booker task at
Imperial . . . His old position will be filled
by Charley Goldstone, formerly in the film
unit of Federal Housing . . . Sylvia Zeisel
also leaves United Artists and takes over
the Imperial Pictures switchboard.
Across

the

Potomac,

Carol

Winchester,

manager of the Wilson, Arlington, Va., becomes a main cog in the Arlington County
Chamber of Commerce . . . New Englander
Clyde Cause is simultaneously the Wilson’s
new chief — and a Virginian . . . Clyde is
one time manager of the Princess, South
Boston . . . George Lynn ups to assistant
manager of the Colony from chief of service at the Sheridan . . . William Rudden,
York doorman, takes his place . . . Harry
Bachman has Ben Oletsky, fresh from
Hollywood Pictures, to sell Monogram in
Maryland . . . Harry Crull, known locally
as a former Fox manager, takes over the
Virginia territory.

nation’s largest beer plants in Milwaukee
. . . They don’t say anything, however,
about getting out.
Art Jacobson

is away

to the biggest city

probably planning the set-up for National
Screen Service’s new D. C. showrooms . . .
George Seay was in town on a bi-annual
visit from his Notawa Theatre, Blackstone,
Va. ... So was Bill Byers, Norton, Va.,
exhibitor, who hasn’t been here for half
a decade and was becoming legendary . . .

is the recipient of a wrist

Norman Primm, assistant technician (20thFox) came in from the coast to visit
his friend Ira Sichelman.

watch from Ralph Rolan, vice-president of March of Time and the organization’s newly-elected head, on behalf
of the members in appreciation of
White’s two-year term. Onlookers are
Lester Thompson, secretary; Paul Lazarus, vice-president, and Paul Benjamin, treasurer.
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came

Heft) , retiring president

White

of Ampa,

STORY

Barron unpacked a forty-inch dolphin,
hooked off the Miami shores. This is to be

Reports are that the grownups took
over the birthday party tossed by Ben
Lust for his l2-year-old son Irwin . . .
What with a dozen turkeys, 15 tongues and
a 12-foot table of victuals — no wonder . . .
Jimmy Hamilton and Charlie Plunkett
were about candid kodaking . . . Charles
Olive is all set for the Allied convention,
with letters from his friend John Lewis
Smith (general counsel for American
breweries) that admit him to two of the

embrace a wide variety of fields in
which

FISH

Sam

Galanty reports that local contributions coming directly through his office as chairman of the Washington Will
Rogers’ Memorial Drive, far exceed last
year’s . . . Local theatrical circles mourn
with Henry Hiser the loss of his fourmonth-old daughter, Barbara.
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ANALYZING

COMING

Each

rKODCCTIONS

FROM

THE
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ANGLE

Exploitation Preview Is Arranged Conveniently for Clipping and Filing for Future Reference.

BROADWAY

MELODY

OF 1937

— METRO-GOLDWYN-MAYER
The Cast: Robert Taylor, Eleanor Powell, George Murphy, Buddy
Ebsen, Raymond
Walburn, Binnie Barnes, Charles Gorin, Judy
Garland, Sophie Tu< ker, George Clayton, Robert Wildliack, Larry
Adler. Prixliieer: Ja< k Cummings.
Direetor: Roy Lei Ruth. Original: Sid Silvers, Jack McGowan.
l<»giai)h.v : Bill J.)aniels.

What

S<Teenpla.v : Jack

McGowan.

l*lio-

it's about:

Despite the fact that she is broke, Sally (Eleanor Powell)
buys Blue Bolt, a horse raised by her father, when the animal
is discarded by Carolyn ( Binnie Barnes ) . Steve ( Robert Taylor), a young producer whose show is being backed by Carolyn, falls for Sally, gives her $1,000 to pay down on Blue Bolt
and offers her the lead in his next production. When Carolyn
learns this, she withdraws her support and the show folds.
Sunny (George Murphy) and Peter (Buddy Ebsen) have
trained Blue Bolt to sprint when he hears the song “FigaroPigaro,” so they enter him in a big race, hire someone to sing
the song and the horse romps home a winner. With the winnings Steve and Sally are married and Sunny and Peter are
given leads in the show.

WHAT

to do and HOW

to do it:

This picture has enough potent names in the cast to sell
three pictures, plus a title that is already known to nearly
every movie fan.
Make a giant display

for the lobby, showing

a skyrocket

shooting into the sky. At different stages in the rocket’s flight
spot enlarge photos of Powell and Taylor in poses from the
1935 and 1936 versions of the picture. Have copy which indiMelody.cates that they will soar to even greater heights in the 1937
Using two famous phrases “Remember the Alamo” and
“Remember the Maine,” for catchlines, make a lobby display
on “Remember the Broadway Melodies of 1935 and 1936.” Use
art from the two pictures together with a display of stills from
the new film to complete the display. If oldtime posters on
the Alamo and Maine phrases are not available, have the
house artist paint pictures of the two famous events.
SKYSCRAPER FRONT
Build a compo board skyscraper front on the boxoffice
and put a miniature street sign on top of it, announcing that
the boxoffice is the corner of Broadway and 42nd St.
A contest that can be conducted during the request program on a local radio station is this. Play recordings of song
hits from the ’35 and ’36 pictures without announcing the
name of the songs. Then to a certain number of listeners
who write in first and give the correct name of each song
and the show from which it came, award a pair of free tickets.
Get a tieup with a dancing school and have the students
put on a miniature revue titled “Blanktown’s Broadway Melody
of 1937.” Feature impersonations of the leading characters
in the film and have as one of the featured numbers Miss
Powell’s famous tap routine on a garbage can. The garbage
can routine can be used also for a tieup with the hardware
store.
PLAY RACING ANGLE
Get a large floral horseshoe, such as is given a winning
horse, and place it in the lobby, with pictures of Taylor,
Powell, Ebsen and the others grouped around the horse Blue
Bolt. Have copy which tells patrons that here is another winner in the race for the best entertainment during 1937.

Adlines:
Again

.

.

.

The

Biggest

Uoniance-of the Year
Bigger and Better

.

.

.

Most

Lavish

.

.

.

. .
“Broadway
Melody of
Tliaii Ever . . , Your Yearly

“Broadway
Melody of 1937.”
See How
a Music-Minded
. . . Fortune and Love to His
They’re Together Again
America’s Favorites ... In

Race Horse
Backers.

Wins

.

Most

Tuneful

Musical

1 937”
.Musical

Treat

. . . The

.

.

And

Brings

. . . Kohert Ta.vlor and Eleanor I’owell
.Another Smashing .Musical Success.
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Fame
.

.

.

BORDER

— RKO

CAFE

RADIO

The Cast: John Beal, Armida, Harry Carey, Marjorie Lord, George
Irving, Alec Craig. Leona Roberts, J. Carrol Naish.
Producer:
Robert Sisk. I>iie<‘tor: Lew
Landers. Original Story: Tom
Gill.
S<Teeni)lay : Lionel Houser. Pliotographer : Nick Musuraca.

What it's about:
Running away from family dominance, Keith Whitney
• John Beal) comes to Verde, Tex., where he meets Dominga
(Armida), and incurs the gratitude of Tex Stevens (Harry
Carey), one of the leading ranclimen, by saving his life in a
gun fight. At the bottom of local rustling difficulties is Rocky
Alton ij. Carrol Naish), an eastern racketeer who has organized a “Cattlemen’s Protective Association.” Keith, wiring
home for money, learns to his dismay that his family is on its
way to visit him at the new ranch he is supposed to have
purchased. Tex aids him by pretending to have sold him a
half-interest in his ranch. Just as the Whitneys arrive, Alton
bursts in, pursued by a posse. Keith captures him; the Whitneys are satisfied with their son’s regeneration, and Keith
marries Armida.
WHAT

to do and HOW

to do it:

John Beal, Harry Carey, Armida and J. Carrol Naish
carry the marquee load on this action tale with a border-town
atmosphere. Harry Carey reverts to his old love, western parts,
in this, and as he is one of the old-time favorites in this
type of role, he should prove to be a good draw. John Beal
has also made a name for himself in many previous pictures.
HOLDandA “FIESTA"
Transform the lobby
theatre front into a “Mexican
quarter,” using rugs, pottery, artificial cactus, etc., and dressing ushers in Mexican costume. Play Mexican -Spanish music
over the public address system or a phonograph.
Hold a “Fiesta night” during the run of the picture, at
which a gala party is staged, serving tamales, hot chocolate,
and other Mexican food obtained through some merchant’s
cooperation. Hire a string orchestra to play atmospheric
music and stage an amateur contest for tango dancers, singers, and other entertainers.
Tie up with grocers on displays of chili, tamales and other
Mexican dishes, and make tieups with chili parlors. Perhaps a
tieup could be worked out with a cocktail lounge on a special
drink in which tequila, Mexican liquor, is the principal ingredient.
Obtain a newspaper’s cooperation to plant publicity on the
women’s home economics page, running a contest to find the
best original recipe for preparing some Mexican dish.
Cattle rustlers in the film, who cannot persuade Carey
to join their “protective association,” poison his cattle by
polluting water-holes. Tie up, using stills showing these
scenes, with local distributors for bottled spring water.
RECORDED

MUSIC

TIEUP

Arrange a recorded program with a radio station during
which Mexican and Spanish music is played, with appropriate
plugs for the film worked in as announcements.
Prepare mailing list heralds in Spanish, with a translation on the reverse side reading: “This, in English, means
action and entertainment!”
Use stills of Armida, Mexican dancer, as tieups with local
dancing instructors and dance halls. To stop the rustlers,
Carey employs the novel method of stopping their car by
laying a belt with spiked studs in it across the road. Try to
pick up stills showing this device for a tieup with garages
and tire dealers on the angle that faulty brakes, badlyaligned wheels, etc., can do just as much damage to tires.
Build up a display in a bank window around a collection
of Mexican coins, using the equivalent to an American quarter
as the center of the layout.
Adlines:
He Had
From
Homel

to

Go

to

Work

...

Or

Go

to

He Housed Himself From a Seven-Day
Half-Owner of a Prosperous Cattle Kanch!
He Jilted a Fashionable
Texas . . . and Made a Man
The

Spirit

of

the

Border

Society Girl
of Himself!
.

,

.

Jail

Spree

.

.

Adventure,

.

...

.

.

: : May

.

He

To

Action,

22. 1937

and

Ran

Find

Hitch-Hiked

This Spoiled Son of a Fashionable Family Made
. . . When
He Became Embroiled in a Cattle-Rustling
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So

His

He

Away

Was

Way

to

Romance!

a Man
Feud!

of

Himself

j
]

|

ANGEL
—PARAMOUNT
The

Cast:

Edward

Marlene

Everett

Coughlin.

Producer:

Orijjrinal:

Melchoir

Photographer:

What

Dietrich,

Horton,

Herbert

Herbert

Ernst

Lubitsch.

Lengyel.

Charles

Marshall,

Mundin,

Melvyn

Ernest

Director:

Screenplay:

Douglas,

Cossart,
Ernst

Samson

Phyllis

Lubitsch.

Raphaelson.

Lang.

it's about:

Tony (Melvyn Douglas) meets and falls madly in love
with Lady Barker (Marlene Dietrich) whom he knows only by
the name, Angel. She, caught by the excitement of the moment, has dinner with him and then disappears. At home,
Lord Frederick Barker (Herbert Marshall) announces that he
has been intrigued by a friend’s tale of meeting a beautiful
and mysterious girl known as Angel. The man of course is
Tony. At their next meeting, Tony and Lady Barker are
nervous. Lord Frederick senses the tension, questions his
wife, and concludes that she is Angel. Tony, however, seeing
that the two are happily married, gallantly lies to save Lady
Barker and decides to forget Angel.

WHAT

to do and HOW

to do it:

Dietrich is boxoffice for those who like glamour in the
films. Her name on the marquee, coupled with the support
rendered by Herbert Marshall and Melvyn Douglas as the two
men in the triangle, should prove a sock draw.
This picture is laid against the romantic backround of
Paris. Use photographic blowups of the Eiffel Tower, Cathedral of Notre Dame, the Louvre and other famous landmarks
to indicate the setting for the film.
"ANGEL" WORD LIST
Make an art layout for the lobby, picturing the many
famous characterization created by Miss Dietrich. Put special emphasis on “The Blue Angel,” one of her earlier triumphs,
and “The Garden of Allah,” her most recent picture.
Promote a contest among theatre patrons, asking them to
submit the longest list of popular film titles which contain
the word “Angel,” awarding suitable prizes.
Run a picture puzzle in a newspaper, using Miss Dietrich
as the subject. In the copy stress the fact that she was the
star of another film of almost the same name, that she is
noted for her beautiful legs.
A tieup can be made with a hosiery store, using a leg art
still of Miss Dietrich. Fashion stills may be used for tieups
with gown shops.
There are many stills showing the principals traveling in
planes and on trains which can be used for getting tieups
with travel bureaus.
PLENTY OF TITLE TIEUPS
Other stills showing Melvyn Douglas playing the piano
can be used for a tieup with music stores.
Arrange a mixed drink tieup with a nearby cocktail lounge,
on an “Angel” drink. Copy should be to the effect that “When
You Feel Like the Devil . . . Try an ‘Angel’ . . . The Perfect
Pick-me-up for the Tired Business Man. And for the Perfect Picture . . . See ‘Angel’ at the Tivoli.”
Arrange a bakery store tieup on “Angel Food Cake,” inserting a family theatre pass in every third or fourth cake
sold, in return for a plug for the film in the store windows.
COSMETIC TIEUPS
Another

title tieup can be made

at local soda fountains

and drug stores, on an “Angel Sundae” made with angel
food cake and ice cream. Promote the stunt on the basis of
cooperative advertising.
Stills are available for restaurant tieups, showing Douglas
and Miss Dietrich in many of the famous Parisian cafes.
Cosmetic tieups can be made on the angle that the use
of certain cosmetics will make any woman look like an angel.

Adlines:
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Into Her Life by
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Mistake .
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The Glamorous
Gay Story of
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Parisian Sparkle . . . Dietrich
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.

.

And
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Dietrich .
.
. More Intrigningt Than Ever
a Love Triang-le That Didn’t Work
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Hu.sband Came in the Door!
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SING, COWBOY,
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—EDWARD
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FINNEY-GRAND
Cast:

Charles

Tex

King.

Hannon.

Ritter,
Robert

PriKlueer:

Rouise

Stanley,

MrTven:ie,
Edward

Budd

Finney.

AI

Karl

Hackett,

Heber

Snow,

Chick

Director:

Robert

North

Brad-

bury. Original Story: Lindsley Parsons.
mett. Photography: Gus Peterson.

What

St. John,

Buster,

Screenplay:

Robert

Em-

it's about:

Kalmus tKaii Hackett), a leading citizen of Tonto, stages
a raid on Dad Summers wagon train to break his franchise
and get a monopoly of the freight traffic. Summers is killed
and his freight burned. Tex Archer (Tex Ritter) and his
pal, Biff (Al St. John),

two

happy-go-lucky

range

riders, ar-

rive just in time to rescue Summers’ daughter, Madge, from
plunging to death over a cliff in one of the runaway wagons.
They escort her to Tonto, to the dismay of Kalmus who orders
his henchmen. Red Holman (Charles King) to “get” Tex. A
gun goes off as they struggle and Holman falls, apparently
dead. Judge Dean (Robert McKenzie), an ally of Kalmus,
orders an immediate trial, declares Tex guilty, and locks him
up. In jail Tex arranges to have the wagon train run for
Madge

to prevent

Kalmus

from

getting

a monopoly.

In re-

venge Kalmus’s henchmen storm the jail to lynch Tex, who
manages to escape after a running fight, and goes off to meet
the wagon train. He arrives just as Kalmus’s wagons and
Madge’s meet in a narrow pass. In the ensuing gun battle,
Tex and his friends win out and Kalmus dies under the
wheels of his own train.

WHAT

to do and HOW

to do it:

This is the latest of the Tex Ritter series of tuneful, fastmoving westerns, starring the famous singing cowboy of the
radio. Previous pictures have built up a reputation for this
series for combined action and melody, which put them quite
in a class by themselves. Tex’s radio following is a tremendous boxoffice asset which should be capitalized on in all
your publicity. Also feature Tex’s famous horse, “White
Flash.” Sell the idea that here is a vivid, thrilling romance of
the old West, combined with lyric and melodic entertainment.
SPECIAL

BALLY

STUNTS

Have a man dressed in approved cowboy fashion, fancy
flannel shirt, wide brimmed sombrero, chaps and spurs, and
mounted on a white horse, ride through the streets in the
vicinity of the theatre with a placard on his back and others
on each of the horse’s flanks, attached to the saddle, reading:
“Ride with Tex Ritter, Famous Singing Cowboy, and His
Wondor Horse, ‘White Flash,’ at the
Theatre —
Today.” If the man impersonating Ritter can strum a guitar,
which he can play as he rides, so much the better.
At various points in his progress he can stop and hand out
heralds, which can be carried in a bag slung over his shoulder.
The man can also be posted in the street in front of the
theatre shortly before the opening of each performance, where
some of Tex Ritter’s most popular cowboy ballads
reproduced through a loud speaker from phonograph

can be
records

For your lobby use the new set of action pictures showing Tex Ritter and his horse in a dozen typical western scenes.
EXPLOITATION

TIEUPS

Tieup with all your local music stores and dealers on Tex
Ritter songs, which are published by Sam Fox in New York,
Chicago, Los Angeles and Cleveland, and on his phonograph
recordings, made by Decca and the American Record Company. Cooperate with your local drug and chain stores on
Frostilla shaving cream, which is conducting
advertising campaign featuring Tex Ritter.
Also, if you

have

not

already

done

a

nation-wide

so, organize

a

local

chapter of the “Young Adventurers,” which is sponsored by
Tex Ritter, and is a sure-fire builder of patronage among both
the youngsters and their parents for your boxoffice.
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JJVERYBODY
who is anybody in the
City’s film rialto was at the housewarming of the new Monogram exchange
last Monday. The schnapps flowed freely
as the boys wished Sam Rosen, local manager, good luck. Among the honored guests
were W. Ray Johnston, president of Monogram, and Edward Golden, general manager.

Brandt Arbitration Plan
Leaves Distributors Cold
New

Bea Fisher, Price Premium’s pretty
bookkeeper, surprised everybody last weekend when she eloped to Washington with
that “mysterious”

boy friend.

The boys are glad to see Charlie Segall
back in his old haunts after hibernating so
long. He dropped into Nucky Beckett’s
kaffee klatch the other day for the first
time in many a moon . . . Jim Perlschweig,
brother of Monogram’s Cy, is now managing the local exchange for Imperial Pictures. . . Mike Segall is running Imperial’s Washington office.
Al Kendrick, the Philly hiquirer’s columnist, last week nominated Oscar Neu-

New Warner-Musicians
Dispute

tional president of the Musicians Local, accused the chain of breaking
its contract and reducing the scale
in the neighborhood houses.
A meeting is scheduled for the end
of the week between Ted Schlanger
of Warner, A. A. Tomei, president oj
the local, and Weber. All expressed
confidence that the rift could be

as

Washington — The
newest managerial
setup for Warner Bros, theatres here takes
effect immediately as follows;

Warner, is now managing the Cedar
tre in West Philadelphia.

Thea-

The Variety Club held “Open House” on
Saturday, May 22. The club expects to
move to its new quarters in the Bellevue
Stratford Hotel soon after June 30 ... A
gang

of Vine Streeters were
day party tendered to Eddie
lumbo’s last Monday night.

at the birthWhite at Pa-

A whole delegation of local divot- diggers
competed in the Variety Club golf tournament in Washington on Friday, May 21.
They

certainly

tore up the course

ing to late reports
reels were shown

accord-

. . . The State’s safety
at a meeting of the

Truckers Ass’n Wednesday
Clark, the association’s
forth.

night, with Bill
prexy, holding

Fred Gladdeck, son-in-law of Bob
Lynch, is now associated with Quality
Premiums . . . Warner last week announced new air conditioning units in a
score of its central city and neighborhood
houses . . . George Nonamaker is doing
a good job as UMPTO’s press agent . . .
Horlachers’ Donald Burling became the
proud daddy of a girl who was christened
Diane Elizabeth . . . Congratulations Don!

AGAIN HEAD ACTORS' FUND
New York — Walter Vincent, eastern exhibitor, has been re-elected first vice-president of the Actors’ Fund of America. Daniel Frohman was returned as president of
the organization.

BOXOFFICE

May

Grimes,

serious con-

manager,

Donald

MacFarlane, assistant; Metropolitan, Maynard Madden, manager. Nelson Smith, assistant; Central, Claude Land, manager,
Walter Cannon, assistant; Ambassador,
Robert Etris, manager, Raymond Burch,
student manager; Tivoli, James Root, manager, Roy Sherman, assistant; Penn, Dan
Reynolds, manager, Clyde Abell, assistant;
Uptown, Walter Cersley, manager, James
Glennon, assistant; Sheridan, Fred Thomas,
manager, Earle Heatwole, assistant; Avalon, Lamar Keen, manager, Charles Burger, student; Colony, Lawrence Snoots,
manager, George Lynn, student; York,
Theodore Lohmeyer, manager, William
Bollinger, student; Apollo, Arthur Kilburg,
manager, James Conner, student; Avenue
Grand, Henry Coons, manager, Lloyd Hadaway, student; Home, Sidney Hoffman,
manager, George Page, student; Savoy,
Fred McMillan, manager, Bennett Rock,
student; Calvert, Alan Bachrach, manager,
James Thompson, assistant.

Mark

Rex

RKO

director

Sandrich

films, was
City

guest

Music

(third from

of the

left),

Assails

Silence

Pointing out that arbitration is legal in
New York state. The Independent, organ
of the ITOA, in its May 22 issue declares:
“At this particular time arbitration seems
to be the sanest thing the industry can
adopt if we are to keep it self-regulatory.
Mr. (Will) Hays has said repeatedly that
the industry can solve its own problems,
although he did not add how. He has been
taken at his word and the proposition of
arbitration is offered to him. If that is
native.
not to his liking, let him

offer an

alter-

“The distributors have not made any
signs as to how they feel about it. This,
we assume, means that they do not want

SI Signs Fairbanks jr
New

York — Douglas

Fairbanks

jr.,

president as well as star of Criterion Films,
a London producing firm, will henceforth
divide his time between England and
America, having been signed by Selznick
International to a long-term contract. The
terms of the deal provide for his appearance in one picture a year for that company.

it.”

Ad Film Record

New York — Alexander Film Co. this year
will exceed its record of last year when it
paid exhibitors some $1,000,000 for screening Alexander’s advertising films, the company announced here this week. The company set a high mark in commercial film
marketing in 1936, with an increase of 74
per cent over 1935.

Astaire-Rogers

of honor

Hall

well

Brandt

Columbia’s officials are all excited about
their big rebuilding plans. They expect to
be started within the next couple of weeks.

Earle, Charles

given

as do away with inimical legislation.” His proposal appears to parallel
that of the Motion Picture Theatre Owners of America for local conciliation boards.

WARNER EFFECTS NEW
MANAGERIAL SETUP

The new exchange will take in 1236-38-40
Vine St. Grand National will move to 1242
Vine temporarily. Republic is looking for
a new site . . . Al Schwartz, formerly of

have

Brandt is of the opinion that arbitration
“could solve a lot of problems and eliminate the threat of government regulation

feld as “Mayor of Vine Street” . . . The
whole industry is getting together to give
Jim Clark, Horlacher chief, a testimonial
banquet for his work in behalf of the
motion picture industry . . . the date is
tentatively set for the middle of July . . .
the place will probably be the Bellevue
Stratford Hotel.

out without

distributors

tre Owners’ Ass’n, in his move for “selfregulation through arbitration.” Brandt
recently proposed that a system of arbitration of film industry disputes be set up,
with New York setting the precedent for
the rest of the country.

Philadelphia — Another
flare-up
in the relations between Warner and
the Musicians Union occurred last
week when Joseph Weber, interna

straightened
sequences.

York — The

no encouragement to Harry Brandt, president of the New York Independent Thea-

at Radio

reception

York prior to sailing for a
vacation this week. W.

in

New

European
G. Van

Schmus (left), the Music Hall’s managing director, was host to gathering
which

included

Jules Levy, RKO

eral sales manager
and

Leo

at extreme

Spitz, RKO

(second

gen-

from

president,

right. (Metropolitan

left)

who

is

photo) .
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GE Launches Free Films at
Morning Shows Nationallg
New

York — Beginning

May

24

with

a

Organists' Walkout at
Five RKO Houses
New

The New York performance will be
coupled with the broadcast of the Phil

0
0
0

lish move in the federation’s

Columbia

promotion

film

0
0
0

similar

Washington — Abe Lichtman. head of the
Lichtman chain of theatres here and farther south, has bought the Manhattan
Theatre (colored) on Thomas St., Rocky
Mount, N. C., and will close this house.
Former operators were Manhattan Theatre,
Inc. Lichtman also owns the Booker T
(colored) in this town.
Announcement was made at the same
time that Henry Lichtman, nephew of Abe
and former exhibitor at Snow Hill, Md.,
and Bill Fischer, onetime manager of
Loew’s Columbia here, have been hired for
the new booking department of Lichtman
theatres. They will fill vacancies made by
the resignation of Curtis Hildebrand and
the transfer of Mr. Carroll from the booking to the auditing department.

"Hit Parade" to Rivoli
New York — “The Hit Parade,” Republic
musical, opens at the Rivoli Theatre here

musicians’ cause more than the theatres’ boxoffices.
Meanwhile, New Yorkers in general
learned that some theatres still employ organists. The theatres affected— for the record — are 58th St. and
86th St., Manhattan; Keith’s, FlushL. I.ing, L. I., and Keith’s, Richmond Hill,

Strike Leaders Ask
Paramount to Enter
New

York — Notice was served on Paramount late this week by Local 306, operators’ union affiliated with the International Alliance of Theatrical Stage Employes, that unless the company intervenes to settle the strike of employes of
the Max Fleischer cartoon studios it will

page

9)

Harry Brandt
hattan.

has two under

Affiliates
Loew

and

way

in Man-

Active

RKO

are launching

a

gradual expansion, which aione is significant in view of the many years of inactivity among the national circuits in the
New York area, their programs are predicated chiefly on acquiring established
theatres rather than building new ones.
Since the turn of the year these circuits
have officially announced the construction
of one theatre each, but deny reports that
between
The

them four sites have been
chased for as many new houses.

pur-

locations of theatres where construction has started or announced since

January

1 are:
MANHATTAN
St. and Eighth Ave.

23rd

Operator,

Harry Brandt. 1,500 seats.
231st St. and Broadway. Operator,
Harry Brandt. 1,500 seats.
323 Sixth Ave. Operators, H. Ravitz and
Edward Fiencke. 600 seats.
BROOKLYN
Ave. and 17th St.
circuit. 1,000 seats.
BRONX

Church
Randforce
Fenton

Ave.

and

Boston

Operator,

Road.

Opera-

tor, Loew’s, Inc. 1,100 seats.
East Tremont Ave. and Grand
course. Developer, A. G. Masucci
600 seats.

ConCorp.

73rd St. and Roosevelt Ave., Corona,
QUEENS
L. I., Operator, Harry Brandt. 600 seats.
30th Ave. and 29th St., Astoria. Operators, Max Rosenfeld and Joseph Schwartz.
600 seats.
Queens Boulevard and 43rd St., Sunnyside. Operator, Dave Rosenzweig. 600
seats.
Northern Boulevard and 189th St.,
Flushing. Operators, Gulkis and Rosenzweig. 850 seats.
Hillside Ave. and 169th St., Jamaica,
Developers,

Atlas & Sons. 1,000 seats.
LONG ISLAND
Great Neck. Developers, Middle Neck
Holding Corp. 600 seats.
STATEN ISLAND

be "regarded as an unfriendly act” resulting in “strained relations.”
The action was based on the fact that
Paramount distributes and exhibits the

New
seats.

Fleischer cartoons. The edict was presented by Bert Popkin, business agent of
Local 306.

1,500 seats.
Red Bank. Operators, Walter
and Morris Jacks. 1,000 seats.

Dorp.

Developer,

Louis

Moses.

NEW
JERSEY
Morristown. Operator, Walter

800

Reade,
Reade

Clifton. Operator, Dick Ettelson. 600
seats.
Trenton (South Broad St. and Maddock

KAO

Dividend

Asbury
Long

.
ts. eats
s

sea

accumulation on the 7 per cent cumulative preferred stock by declaring a dividend of $1.75 a share for the quarter ended Dec. 31, 1933. The dividend is payable July 1 to stockholders of record June
15, 1937. The stock normally would pay
a dividend of $7 a year.

Operators,

Belvedere.
850 seats.
s.

New York- — Keith-Albee-Orpheum Corp.
directors this week reduced the dividend

Ave.)

RKO

Operator,

and

Walter

Reade.

S. D. O. Atkinson.

at

Artists and 20th Century-Fox product
The last Republic release to play a Broadway first run was “Follow Your Heart” at
the Criterion in November.

circuit officials are willing to

the organists back and let bygones be bygones, but inteiid to do
nothing about the demands. They
said that the walkout would hurt the

from

pendent circuits. Walter Reade since
January 1 has announced three theatres
to go up in New Jersey, one in conjunction
with RKO at Trenton. Sam D. Cocalis has
announced two theatres in New Jersey, and

se

following “Dreaming Lips,” with the date
tentatively set for June 2. This is the
first time a Republic picture has crashed
this first-run house which for the past
year has divided its time between United

16-B

RKO
take

0
0
0

LICHTMAN ACQUIRES
ROCKY MOUNT HOUSE

cam-

paign for publichere
pressure
“compel”
film theatres
to putto musicians
back in the pits.

titled “Three

Women”
shown throughout the country
last year by GE is estimated by the company to have been seen by more than 300,000 persons. The showings are sponsored
by local distributors and dealers, with
tickets given to company employes and
the public.

Fed-

organists from five of the circuit’s
theatres. This was a reverse Eng-

The picture is titled “From Now On,”
made by Columbia in Hollywood with Irvin
S. Cobb, Alan Baxter and Jack Mulhall
featured. General Electric estimated that
at least 500 showings will be given the film
before it is shelved.
A

York — If the American

eration of Musicians doesn’t want its
organist members to work in theatres,
that’s its business.
Such was the attitude of the RKO
Theatres home office here this week
following withdrawal by Local 802,
New York affiliate of the AFM, of

Spitalny “Hour of Charm” program from
9:30 to 10 p. m. on the NBC network. In
other cities it is planned to show only
the 60-minute feature in theatres rented
for the purpose. General Electric said the
showings could not be considered unfair
competition as outside New York they
would be held only in morning hours.
by

(Continued

While

premiere at Radio City’s 3,400-seat Center
Theatre here. General Electric Co. and its
dealers will blanket the country with free
motion picture shows.

Filmed

Building Boom

New
berg.

Park.

Operator,

Sam

D. Cocalis.

Branch.

Operator,

Sam

D. Cocalis.

OUTSTATE
Rochelle.
600 seats.

NEW

YORK

Operator,

BOXOFnCE

Sam

:: May

Strass-
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Cohoes.
seats.

Operator,

Si Fabian.

1,300

Hudson. Operators, Freeder and Grossman. 1,500 seats.
Hudson. Operator, Walter Reade. 1,500
seats.
The following theatres that were started
last year have opened in the metropolitan
area since January 1, 1937:
MANHATTAN
Grand Central Terminal Theatre. Operators, Grand Central Newsreel Theatre,
Inc. 244 seats.
Schuyler, 84th St. and Columbus Ave.
Operators, Ben Knoble, Ben Yost and John
Bolte. 600 seats.
BRONX
Zenith, 170th St. and Jerome Ave. Operators, Leff-Myers circuit. 600 seats.
Dover, 174th St. and Boston Road. Operator, Sam Strassberg. 600 seats.
NEW

JERSEY

Fowler, Keansburg. Opens June 20.
Operators, Sam D. Cocalis. 700 seats.
Community, Toms River. Operator,
Walter Reade (American Community Theatres Corp.) Opens May 27. 1,500 seats.
OUTSTATE

NEW

Plaza, White Plains.
Brandt. 600 seats.

YORK
Operator,

Manor, Livingston Manor.
Kutcher & Bogner. 600 seats.

Harry

Operators,

CIO PLANS NO DRIVE
AGAINST FILM TRADE
New

York — The

motion

picture industry

will not be made part of the intensive
drive begun here this week among unorganized crafts by the Committee for Industrial Organization, which opened headquarters in Manhattan Monday, with plans
to set up regional offices in each of the
five boroughs.
The drive here is under the direction of
Allan S. Haywood, formerly of Peoria, 111.
He said there would be no interference
with American Federation of Labor organizations “where they are functioning properly and the members are satisfied.”

RKO, COLUMBIA TIED
FOR BASEBALL LEAD
New

York — With

two

victories

each,

RKO and Columbia were tied for the lead
in the Motion Picture Baseball League as
the season swung into its third week Friday. The standings prior to Friday’s game
between Skouras and RKO are:
Team
KKO
('oluinbia
Skouras
Paramount
(’onsolidated
Loew-Metro
NBC
Apeda Studios ....

.

Won
2
2
. . 2
1
1
1
0
0
. .

Lost
0
0
1
1
1
2
1
3

Pet
1,000
.667
1,000
.500
.500
.333
.000
.000

Consolidated was to have met Apeda on
Saturday. The rest of the schedule set to
date follows: Columbia vs. Paramount,
May 24; Loew-Metro vs. NBC, May 26;
Apeda vs. Paramount, May 28.
BOXOFnCE
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American Tobis Maij Quit
German Films in Boijcott
New

Bargaining Act Takes
Effect July 1
New

York — The

hope

Boxoffice

held by the

Doyle-N eustein bill, called a “little
Wagner labor act.” The law becomes
effective July 1.
In general, the statute is designed
to promote equality of bargaining
power between employer and employe. It sets up a three-member
board, eharged with preserving the

Protective

Members working in “A” houses will receive an increase of six per cent retroactive to March 1, 1937, to be followed by
similar increases on Sept. 1, 1937, and Sept,
1, 1938. The same arrangement affects
members of “B” houses, except that the
increase is five per cent.
Negotiations are still pending between
Local 1, New York unit of the stagehands’
union, and circuit representatives.

Extra Loew Dividend
York — Loew’s,

Inc., directors

Charges

“Proved”

will be picketed, but that a decision regarding French Tobis is withheld pending an investigation of its status with relation to German affiliation.
An official of American Tobis here said
that in the absence of an “official notification” of the council’s decision, no statement would be issued, but that within a
week he would have documentary proof
that all Tobis-controlled companies are
owned by Dutch interests, which would
“unconditionally” refute the council. In
view of the strained situation, American
Tobis has asked the parent company in
Amsterdam for instructions on whether
it should abandon the importation and
distribution of German pictures in the
United States.

NEW YORK SOLID
FOR COAST STRIKERS
New

on

Wednesday declared an extra quarterly
dividend on common stock of $1.50, in
addition to the regular dividend of 50
cents, payable on June 30 to stockholders
of record June 12,

Kozanowski Hearing
Buffalo — Ownership

to the boycott

direct supervision of the Nazi government.”
Dr. Robert Marcus, assistant chairman of
the council, said that all theatres showing
German Tobis and Austrian Tobis films

League, Local 4, of Brooklyn, has closed
with all metropolitan circuits for reinstatement of wage cuts taken voluntarily
four years ago by stagehand members employed in Brooklyn, Queens and Nassau
theatres.

New

may

informed Boxoffice that “the decision
followed the receipt of official documentary proof that these companies are controlled by Nazi interests and are under the

Brooklyn Union Gets
Wage Reinstatement
Theatrical

Corp.

In declaring a boycott against Tobis’
German and Austrian films the Council

restraint or coercion of employers.”
The New York law was patterned
after the Wagner act. It exempts
employes covered by the federal law.

—

as an aftermath

Nazi

rights of “employes to self-organization” and “to bargain collectively
through representatives of their own
choosing . . . free froin interference,

York

Tobis

declared this week against German Tobis
and Tobis Sascha (Austrian) productions
by the Joint Boycott Council of the American Jewish Congress and the Jewish Labor Committee.
This development climaxed a series of
clashes between American Tobis and the
council marked by charges and countercharges over the origin of American Tobis
releases in this country. American Tobis
has steadfastly maintained that it is a
subsidiary of a Dutch company, while the
council claims that its films are financed by Nazi interests.

motion picture industry in New York
that it might escape provisions of
the Wagner national labor relations
act went a-glimmering Thursday
when Governor Lehman signed the

New

York — American

drop distribution in this country of German-made films, the company informed

of the Rivoli The-

atre, Broadway and Sweet Ave., was contested at a hearing in a preliminary examination for an accounting of the estate of
Mrs. Katherine Kozanowski, who died Feb.
5, 1935. The first hearing was held last
week. Another will be held May 24.

York — A united

front by organized

labor in this city to support the nine
unions on strike in Hollywood was indicated this week by Louis Weinstock, secretary-treasurer of District Council 9,
Brotherhood of Painters and Decorators.
Weinstock said he had sought advice
from his union’s international executive
board in Lafayette, Ind., on whether it
would approve calling a conference here
under the auspices of the Central Trades
and Labor Council to take action on a general boycott of theatres as well as an organized picketing campaign at film houses
throughout the metropolitan area.
The CTLC represents some 750,000 AFL
workers in New York and vicinity.
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ZUKOR PACT REQUEST
TO STOCKHOLDERS

Action to Recover Score
Charges Poised in Gotham
New York — Suit against major distributors to recover the total amount paid as
score

charges and to restrain their collection in the future was to have been
filed in federal court here late this week

by Milton

C. Weisman,

counsel

to the In-

dependent Theatre Owners Ass’n. Weisman so advised members of the association
at a meeting at the Hotel Astor Wednesday. Imposition of the score charge is a
violation of the Sherman anti-trust act
and the Clayton act, Weisman claimed.
David Weinstock was appointed chairman of a committee to draw up preliminary plans for an ITOA outing in July.
Harry Brandt, president, presided at the
meeting.
Trial

Date

Adjourned

New York — Supreme Court Justice Louis
A. Valente has adjourned to October 4 trial
of the $1,250,000 damage suit of the Lexington Ave. and 59th St. Corp. against William Fox. The postponement was made to
allow the plaintiff time to adjust its claim
with Fox’s receiver
action asks damages
an

in bankruptcy. The
for alleged breach of

agreement to build a theatre
erty owned by the plaintiff.
M. Henry

Hoffman

on prop-

Examination

New York — Supreme Court Justice Samuel Rosenman has ordered M. Henry Hoffman to submit to further examination before trial in the $125,000 damage suit
against

him. Liberty Pictures and Consolidated Film Industries by Eleanor Gates,

author. Miss Gates claims that Liberty’s
picture, “Once to Every Bachelor,’’ carried
a subtitle stating without authority that
it was based on her story, “The Search for
Spring,” and that advertising featured her
name prominently.
Plagiarism

Dismissal

Plea

New York — Twentieth Century-Fox was
to move late this week for dismissal of
the $1,000,000 plagiarism suit brought
against that company. Movietone Music
Corp., Sam and Harry Fox, Con Conrad,
Herb Magidson and Nino Martini by the
Foreign and Domestic Music Corp., Samuel Cummins, Societa Anonima Musicale
Bixio of Italy and Cesare and Andrea
Bixio.

The

complaint

charged

infringe-

ment of Bixio’s song, “Passa I’Amore,” in
the picture, “Here’s to Romance.” Twentieth Century claimed the complaint failed to set forth a cause of action and that
the court lacked jurisdiction.
Donovan

Wins

RKO

Fox

Suit

Shifted

Atlantic City, N. J. — Federal Judge
John Boyd Avis has signed an order transferring all business in connection with the
William Fox bankruptcy action to Referee
Thomas L. Gaskill in Camden, N. J., following the death of Federal Referee Robert E. Steedle, who was in charge. Resumption of hearings has been indefinitely postponed.

SEVEN INCORPORATE
TO DEAL IN FILMS
Dover, Del. — Articles of incorporation
for five motion picture film and theatre
companies were filed with the Delaware
secretary of state here this week. One
company listed a change in name.
Richards-Lightman Theatres Corp. was
formed to conduct theatres, etc., listing
a capital of $130,000 and 206 shares, no
par value. L. H. Herman, B. R. Jones,
and J. P. Murray of Wilmington are the
incoporators.
Rainbow Pictures Corp., was formed to
deal in motion pictures of all kinds listing
a capital of $10,000. James E. Hughes,
C. Truman Thomson, of New York City
and Paul Jordan of Brooklyn, N. Y., are
the incorporators.
Intercontinental Films Service, Inc., was
incorporated to deal in motion pictures,
records, slides, etc., listing a capital of
$250,000. Walter Lenz, B. R. Jones, and
J. P. Murray

of Wilmington

are the incor-

porators.
Trans-Lux Daylight Picture Screen
Corp. changed its name to Trans-Lux
Corp., New York.
Ambassador Pictures, Inc. Capital: $2,000,000. Purpose: Deal in motion pictures
of all kinds. Incorporators: Alfred Jervis,
C. S. Peables, Walter Lenz of Wilmington.
Hollywood Camera & Film Corp. Capital: $1,000,000. Purpose: Deal in cameras.
Incorporators: Walter H. Crow, Elizabeth
T. Crow, Roswell M. Edall, New York City.
H. R. & L. Theatre. No capital listed.
Purpose:

Deal in motion pictures. Incorporators: Toby J. Epstein, Jersey City, N.
J.; Margaret Tully, Brooklyn, N. Y., and
Charles Ettinger, New York City.

per week.
Additional

compensation

is provided

in

the pact given Zukor by the board on April
26, last. This compensation is equal to 71/2
per cent of the first $2,500,000 of the profits and five per cent of the profits above
that amount from the film operations of
the company and subsidiaries during the
year ending July 31, 1938.
Stockholders also will be asked to authorize the company to renew the agreement or make a new one on substantially
the same terms for not more than three
years from Jan. 1, 1938.
Stockholders also will vote on a proposal
to reduce the first and second preferred
stock and, subsequently, to increase the
common stock from 4,500,000 to 6,000,000
shares of $1 par.

Skouras Personnel
Rewarded for Drive
New York — A total of $7,350 in cash, a
number of salary increases and valuable
gifts were distributed this week to managerial personnel of Skouras metropolitan
theatres at the conclusion of the firstquarter period of a business drive. At the
same time the second quarter was officially
launched to extend
inating August 1.

for

13 weeks,

term-

The Lonj^ Island zone, of which Maurie Stahl
and Jack Harris are managers, received $5,000 as
first prize. The booking department staff at the
home office, managed
by Matty Fox, won second
award
of $1,000 for reducing film costs during
the
A

quarter.
special

prize

of

$300

was

won

by

the

service

staff

of the C.'apitol in Jersey City, N. J., managed by A1 Unger, for conspicuous service rendered during a recent fire.
Hugh
Finnegan, manager
of the Roosevelt,
Flushing, L. I., and Nate Simon, manager
of the
Jamaica, Jamaica. L. I., gained the distinction
of being the only double-prize winners on the
cir< uit. Finnegan won a $100 bonus for the best
improvement
of any Long
Island house during
the initial drive period as well as a wrist watch
for the best results obtained on “One In a Million.”
Simon wa.s awarded
$150 for meritorious service
shown by his theatre and a diamond ring for the
best showing on “On the Avenue.”
Peter Mann
of the Fulton, Jersey City, and
Paul Hamilton
of the Blenheim, Bronx, were
each awarded $100 in bonuses and presented with
increases in salary for the best improvement
in
their particular zones during the quarter.
Prizes of $150 were presented to John Baker,
Fox, Hackensack, N
J ; Max Cooper, Cove, Glen
Cove. L. I.; Harry
Fuchs. Westchester district
manager, and Fred Wieber, of the Brook, Bound
Brook, N. J. — the first two for outstanding effort
displayed and the latter two for exceptional service and lol»by exhibits. Joe Salmon, manager
of the Riverside, Manhattan, won a special gift
for

best

results

obtained

on

“Lloyds

of

London.”

Imperial Incorporated

Fee

New York — William J. Donovan, counsel for the Irving Trust Co., RKO trustee,
was this week allowed $50,000 for interim
fees for the period from July 2, 1936, to
March 4, 1937, by Federal Judge William
Bondy. The Irving Trust Co, was allowed
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$25,000 for services during the same period.
Donovan applied for $85,000 and Irving
Trust sought $60,000. In the period from
July 2, 1934, to July, 1936, Irving Trust
Co. received $80,000 and Donovan $140,000.

New York — The contract with Adolph
Zukor as head of all Paramount production, which company stockholders will be
asked to approve at the annual meeting
June 15 is for the period from Aug. 1,
1936, to Dec. 31, 1937, at a salary of $3,000

Baltimore,

Tie Boyd Crawford
New

York

—

Metro

has

signed

Boyd

Crawford, stage star, to a long-term pact.
He reports to Hollywood in September
after his current engagement in “Yes, My
Darling Daughter” is completed.

Md. — The

Imperial

Pictures,

Inc., Chevy Chase, Md., have been incorporated in Maryland to deal in picture
films, etc. The incorporators are Charles
Kranz and Richard C. Marshall, third,
both of Washington, and Burr Tracy of
Chevy

Chase.
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Technicolor Stock to
New High
New

York

—

Technicolor

stock,

which closed last week’s trading on
the curb exchange Friday at 221/2,
with 3,600 shares sold that day, rose
consistently during the week to 30
on Thursday, a gain of 71/2 points in
four days and a new high for 1937.
The stock has been traded this year
as low as 18%.
The gains were under the impact

Industrij Beats Censorship
Stretch as Hoppers Close
New York — The motion picture industry
this year will escape drastic censorship
burdens

of Samuel Goldwyn’s announcement
early in the week that his future
product would be in Technicolor and

proposed in state legislatures, according to a Boxoffice checkup with industry sources here. Pourteen film censorship measures have been defeated in 12

states, with only four measures still pending, the latest being a censor bill introduced in the Michigan legislature. It provides for a board of five members. The

the color company’s statement that
record-breaking orders have been received from film producers.

defeated bills would have created new censor boards and would have imposed greatly increased inspection fees.

Popularity of Color
Boosts Technicolor

Marshalled against the measures to extend censorship were friends of the industry
who
and

A beefsteak interlude at the Warner
convention in New York last week.

New
York — Technicolor, Inc., stock
reached a new high for the year on the
curb exchange here Monday following the
announcement in Hollywood that Samuel
Goldwyn would adopt the Technicolor process for all pictures turned out by his
United Artists producing unit in the future. Sales for the day reached 25,600
shares in contrast to 10,800 shares for the
entire week previous.
Doing Record Business
During the first three months of 1937
Technicolor shipped 9,384,181 feet of film
as compared with 7,485,210 feet for the
same period in 1936, George P. Lewis, vicepresident and general counsel, told the
stockholders at their annual meeting here
on Monday. The company has either produced or has contracts for 55,380,000 feet
of film for 1937 calendar year, a record
for any similar period in Technicolor's
history, Lewis reported.
An estimated increase in earnings of
Technicolor, Inc., for the first three
months of 1937 was also disclosed at the
meeting, the management reporting a net
of approximately $166,000 before tax deductions, against $132,000 in the comparative period last year.
H. K. McCann of the McCann-Erickson advertising agency was elected a director for a three-year term to fill the
vacancy caused by the death of William
H. Coolidge in 1936, and Charles McDonald was made a member of the board for
one year replacing the late Alfred E. Erickson. Directors re-elected for three-year
terms were Alfred Pritzsche, A. W. Hawkes,
Thomas W. Slocum and James H. Hayes.
Aim for British Market
Lewis presided at the meeting in the
absence df Dr. Herbert T. Kalmus, president, who arrived late this week in London where Technicolor has a plant in
operation. Dr. Kalmus told Boxoffice he
expected to spend three months in Europe
during which he hoped to close contracts
for Technicolor production with British
producers. Alexander Korda and other
English producers are favorably disposed
to color films he said.
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Edward G. Robinson seems to be shakmg an admojiitory forefinger at the
candid cameraman, and Grad Sears,
general sales manager, at right, appears to be waving a fist, thumb uppermost. Charlie Einfeld, however,
seems interested in victuals more tha7i
badinage. All wear the usual vestments of the beefsteak ritual. (CosmoSileo photo).

WILLIAM FOX HEADS
U. S. CHEMICOLOUR
New York — Reports from London say
that Carl Grune, managing director of
British Chemicolour, has signed a contract
with William T^'ox, onetime film tycoon,
to “become an active executive” of the
company in the development of the Chemicolour process in the United States.
Pox

Wins

Trial

Stay

New York — William Pox has obtained a
stay of trial in an action against him by
Pox Pilm Corp. and Pox Theatre Corp. to
recover $1,150,000 representing the unpaid
balance on Pox’s purchase of 65,313 shares
of stock of the theatre corporation. The
ruling is effective until the bankruptcy action against Pox is determined. The former
film magnate arrived in Hollywood this
week, reportedly in connection with films.

WB Stock "Protector"

New York — Warner stock was used by
Pierre S. du Pont to protect a sister-in-law
and two sons-in-law from stock market
losses in 1930, according to testimony by
du

Pont

in the government inquiry regarding transactions of the munitions

magnate are alleged to have been in violation of the 1928 revenue act. Du Pont
declared
assumed

that among “moral obligations”
by him at the time of the stock

market crash was
000 shares of the
J. Raskob.

a “short” sale of 27,Warner stock to John

agreed that the trade's self-regulation
the vigilance of such groups as the

Legion of Decency made political censorship
through its production code administration
unnecessary.

The

generally

accepted

im-

provement in the screen's moral status carried considerable weight with the legislators.

The

most

serious

threat

was

in Ohio

where
and

the legislature defeated a bill to increase censor fees from $3 to $20 per reel
another to boost the charge to $5.
Pending

in Three

Illinois, Pennsylvania and Missouri are
the states where censorship measures are
pending. Illinois has bills in both senate
and house, one providing for a $2 fee per
reel and the other $3. Pennsylvania’s
proposal is for an amendment to the censorship act, prohibiting scenes depicting
murder,

suicide and highway robbery. Missouri’s bill is for a censor board for which
the fee would be $5 per reel.
Indiana’s censorship bill to exempt
reels has been defeated.

news-

Iowa’s bill prohibiting all persons under
18 from seeing pictures in which characters are divorced has been defeated.
Kansas defeated a bill that would create
an office of state manager in charge of
a censor board.
Classification
Maryland

withdrew

Defeated
a bill providing

for

approval of pictures for adults only, defeated another that would provide for the
name

of the judge approving film to appear on the screen instead of the stamp
of the censor board, and defeated another
reducing the age to 16 years of those
privileged to see adult pictures with parent or guardian.
Establishment of a board of censors in
St. Louis,

Mo.,

that

would

charge

a

fee

of one cent per foot for inspection is pending, but the board of estimate has recommended that it be defeated.
Oklahoma defeated a proposal for a cen19
sor board that would charge a $2 fee for
each original and duplicate reel.
An ordinance for a censor board in Portland, Ore., has been withdrawn.
The state
bill has been

of Washington’s
defeated.

censorship

West ’Virginia defeated a bill that would
impose a fee of $3 or more per reel.

Ticket Tax Proposal Joins
List Fretting Phillg Trade
Philadelphia — The

tax

headache

of

Philadelphia exhibitors grows apace.
In addition to the proposed city tax on
film footage the city council has before
it a proposal of a tax levy on admission
tickets of 1 cent on each 25-cent admission to take the place of the state tax
which is to be rescinded June 1.
Exhibitors and the movie-going public
thought they would have a “breathing
spell” when the state amusement tax
would be dropped but the city fathers
saw in the ticket levy a way out of the
fiscal muddle which has troubled the local
administration.
Another tax proposed in council, which
greatly concerns the motion picture industry here, is one to be imposed on bill posting. Representatives of both chain and
independent groups here are contemplating a mass protest in council, as soon as
an open hearing is announced.
Rap

Chain

Theatre

Impost

The state house of representatives last
week turned thumbs down on an amendment to the Chain Store Bill passed by
the senate which would include chain
theatres.
The house committee refused to pass
the chain store tax with the theatre rider
and turned it back. A conference between
committees of both houses was scheduled
for Thursday, to iron out the differences.
Independent exhibitors are joining with
officials of the big chains to fight this
amendment.

BOOKING AND DATING
FACE PA. LEGISLATION
Philadelphia — Three

bills vital to Penn-

sylvania exhibitors were introduced to the
legislature last week by Senator Israel
Stiefel and Representative John Dent.
Prohibits

Blind

Booking

The first, bill No. 1163, would prohibit
blind booking. It would require producers
to give exhibitors the opportunity to view
pictures before leasing, if they so desire.
The bill also requires that the lease contract contains a “true synopsis” of the film
and that the synopsis contains an outline
of the story and scenes and description
of the dialogue concerning scenes “depicting vice, crime or any suggestion of sexual passion.”
The second

bill. No.

1164, which

its

sponsors claim is designed to prohibit “restraint of trade” — would forbid the system of “blind booking.”
Bars

Date

Specifications

This bill prescribes that any dispute in
this phase of the law would be settled by
the judges of the common pleas sitting in
equity in the county where the theatre
is situated.
The third bill. No. 1165, would prohibit
the specification of dates in the contract
for leasing the film.
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Increase Noted in
New Product Pacts
New

York — With

the

sales convention

season nearing its zenith, distribution executives report an increase generally in independent and circuit contracts over the
same period of last year.
Smaller

Companies

Elated

Sales executives of the smaller companies are more enthusiastic. J. J. Milstein, vice-president in charge of sales for
Republic, said that deals with independent
buyers are “about 25 per cent ahead of
last year.” Saul Krugman, special sales
representative of Grand National, declared
that the new company “already has closed
several hundred deals for next season’s
product,” a figure considerably ahead of
May, 1936, when the company was first
organized.
No estimate was offered by executives
of United Artists, M-G-M and GB, who
said that their companies have not yet
generally sought new contracts. George
Weeks, general manager of GB, did say,
however, that he had heard reports that
buying “is slower than it was a year ago.”
Buying by exhibitors for the ensuing
year is either slightly increased or average, according to 20th Century-Fox, Universal, Paramount, RKO Radio, Columbia
and Warner Bros.
“More

Than

Ever

Before”

“I find that exhibitors are doing more
buying than ever before,” said Cresson
Smith, RKO sales manager for the western and southern divisions. Smith’s opinion is shared by Martin Moskowitz of 20thFox who said his company has been selling the 1937-38 product for several weeks
“with absolutely no complaints.”
Rube Jackter, Columbia assistant sales
manager, and Joseph J. Unger, eastern and
southern division sales manager of Paramount, said that little selling on the new
product has been attempted as the programs had not been completed and sales
conventions were not scheduled until June.
“Such selling as has been attempted, however, is just about average,” the former
reported.
“I would put our deals on 1937-38 product about 10 per cent ahead of this time
last year,” said F. J. A. McCarthy, Universal’s eastern division manager.

Gildemeyer Upped

BRANDT WILL BUILD
LONG ISLAND HOUSE
New

York — Harry

Brandt,

head

of the

Brandt circuit of upwards of 60 houses in
the metropolitan area, this week announced he is building a 600-seat theatre
at 73rd St. and Roosevelt Ave., Corona
L. I. The project may be ready for September opening.
Harry Harris has closed the Bluebird
Amsterdam Ave., Manhattan.
The Hudson, Cold Spring, N. Y., har
been reopened by the Chest Realty Corp.,
Harold Goldman, vice-president. Filmi
will be shown on weekends only.
The Bobby, on Broadway, Brooklyn
long dark, is now being operated by F.
Schultz and an associate.
The Radio, Southern Blvd., Bronx, has
been taken over by Bronx Cinema Corp.,
Inc., Moe Goldman, president. It was
formerly operated by Leff-Myers.

WB REOPEN THEATRE
AT PLEASANTVILLE
Philadelphia — The

Warner

chain

has

reopened the Carlton at Pleasantville, N. J.,
local headquarters announced this week.
The
eled. house, a 400-seater, has been remodOther

Lewis Braca

Theatre

News

of the Braca

at Sea Isle

City, Pa., will take over the 700-seat Pier
in that resort.
Jack H. Greenburg and Charles D. Windell are opening the Avalon at Avalon,
N. J., about June 15.
Harry A. Greenberg plans to open the
Alan in Atlantic City in June.

LAST RITES IN GOTHAM
FOR LOEW'S
New

York — More

CARL LEVI
than

1,000

persons,

including friends and associates in the industry, attended the funeral services for
Carl
Levi,
Loew’s district manager here,
day.
at the Riverside Memorial Chapel on MonBurial was at Mount Hope Cemetery,
Cypress Hills, Queens. Rabbi I. Mortimer
Bloom read the eulogy. Among those at
the services were Nicholas M. Schenck,
David Bernstein, C. C. Moskowitz, Leopold
Freidman, Joseph R. Vogel, Louis Frisch,
Sam Rinzler, Captain Walter Signer of
the New York fire department, representatives of the police department and the
magistrates’ courts.
Al Friedlander
New

York

— Funeral

Rites
services

for

Al

Friedlander, former vice-president of First
Division exchanges, were held at the Flatbush Memorial Chapel, Brooklyn, on Sunday. Mr. and Mrs. Harry H. Thomas, Mr.
and Mrs. Louis I. Phillips, Jules Chapman,
Robert Benjamin and other friends and
associates attended the rites.
MRS. HOMER
Buffalo — Mrs.

J. GATES

Homer

DIES

J. Gates,

46, or-

formerly

ganizer of the Better Films Council of the

of Erpi’s technical staff in Detroit, has
been assigned to Porto Rico as branch
manager for Western Electric Co. of Cuba.

City Federation of Women’s Clubs, and
well-known social leader of the city, died,
recently at her home.

New

York — F. H, Gildemeyer,
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OPINIONS

ON

CURRENT

FEATURE

P R O D U C T I ON

Republic (6307)
61 Minutes
Rel. May 12, '37
A too-generous supply of Gene Autry’s crooning permeates
this musical western and while the popular cowboy’s melodies are pleasant enough they have the effect of slowing
up the action. The petite Mexican, Armida, is also much
in evidence and the rotund comedian, Smiley Burnette,
injects himself into nearly every scene to the detriment of
the story. The latter concerns a young cattleman who attempts to take the law into his own hands when he finds

Paramount (3643)
66 Minutes
Rel. May 21. '37
To say this murder melodrama is little better than mediocre is to treat it kindly. Even as program fare on the least
important of dual bills it will provide wobbly and dubious
entertainment, its sole redeeming feature being capital performances by Grant Richards and that old reliable comic,
Roscoe Karns. The picture is a remake of “The Greene
Murder Case,” a Philo Vance detective yarn produced some
years ago, and falls short of the standard set in that production. Story tells of an epidemic of murders which hits
an extremely unpleasant and hateful New York family, the
guilt for which is pinned on the least suspected party by
the infallible Vance, played by Richards, rendered dubious
aid by the thick-headed Sergeant Heath, a characterization in which Karns shines. E. A. DuPont directed.
Grant

his herd mysteriously stolen. Dressed in outlaws’ clothes,
Autry and his pal are constantly pursued by the sheriff
and his gang and later are captured by two young girls
who turn them over to justice. The finish contains the
usual chase across the plains by cattle rustlers, cowboys
and sundry western characters. Mack V. Wright directed.
Gene

Richards, Helen Burgess, Roscoe Karns, Ruth Coleman, Harvey Stephens, June Martel, Terry Ray.

A Night of Mystery

F

Melodrama

F

tester.,

of Benny Baker, Spring Byington, George Barbier and Collette Lyons, plus the pleasing pulchritude of Mary Carlisle.
Overman and Carrillo top the cast, with honors even, closely followed by Barbier and Miss Byington. Overman, happily married to Miss Byington, is the victim of a prank
which sends his wife running to Carrillo for astrological
advice. He advises separation. She agrees, then changes
her mind, complicating matters greatly, and returns home.
George Archainbaud directed.
Lynne Overman, Spring Byingtoii, Leo Carrillo, George
Barbier, Mary Carlisle, Benny Baker, Collette Lyons.

Ellis, Robert Wilcox, Nan Grey, Ralph Morgan,
Richard Carle, Billy Burrud, Alma Kruger.

in Blue

F

Paramount (
)
66 Minutes
Rel. June 4, '37
This is a gay, sprightly and highly amusing domestic
comedy, well-stocked with a brand of humor that has universal appeal. It presents Lynne Overman and Leo Carrillo
at their best — a certain assurance for plenty of favorable
boxoffice reaction. In addition it offers comedy support

then, overcome with remorse, adopts the criminal’s boy,
bringing him up as his own. Grown to a man, the policeman’s adopted son, played adequately by Robert Wilcox,
succumbs to the lure of quick money, stages a bank holdup,
and is jailed, denouncing his stepfather as a hypocrite.
Through a clever climax the two are reunited and the boy
learns that honesty is best. Milton Carruth directed.

The Man

Autry, Armida, Monte Blue. Ann Pendleton, Smiley Burnette, Max Hoffman jr., Al Clauser and his Outlaws.

Rootin', Tootin' Rhythm

Universal (1020)
60 Minutes
Rel. June 6, '37
Its only handicap a lack of star names to draw in the
paying customers, this is a smoothly-directed, fast-paced
thriller of the old melodramatic school. Deft production
handling, plenty of action and a grand character performance by Edward Ellis lift it above the program plane and,
properly advertised, it should be well received and profitable. Ellis, a patrolman, shoots and kills a bandit, and

Edward

eviewi

S

Hotel Haywire

Me.«.irama

F

comeu.v

Republic (3510)
65 Minutes
Rel. May 10, '37
Despite the obvious care and production expenses which
have gone into the making of this, the film is guilty of
being overloaded with the Gene Stratton-Porter brand of
sentimentality and saccharinity, which does not set well
with modern audiences. The chief fault lies in the scripting which puts the loud pedal on the Galahad-like activities of one Master Jackie Moran, who in the title role,
fixes up everything — excepting this picture. Moran, a prideof-the-dancing-class type, will not hit with the kid patrons.
Story tells of a wild young mother who is rejuvenated,
morally, by the two homeless orphans whom she adopts
as a hoax to get her own children back after a court has
ruled she is unfit to take care of them. Directed by Karl
Brown.

In every department here’s a picture that has exactly
what it takes to bring superlative entertainment to every
type of film fan and, resultantly, it cannot miss being a
boxoffice bonanza. With Stanwyck and Taylor for the
romance seekers, suspense and action that will have them
chawing their handkerchiefs, and musical interludes of a
vogue popular at the turn of the century, audiences everywhere, regardless of community, age or tastes, will find
something to rave about. An unusually clever screenplay,
raised to the zenith of smart showmanship through the production guidance of Kenneth Macgowan and the direction
of Past Master William A. Seiter, portrays the trailing and

Warren Hull, Wynne Gibson, Jackie Moran, Charlene
Wyatt, Sidney Blackmer, Hope Manning, Helen Lowell.

Robert Taylor, Barbara Stanwyck, Victor McLaglen, Brian
Donlevy, Sidney Blackmer, Robert McWade, Frank Conroy.

Michael

O'Halloran

F

20th Century-Fox

(721)

100 Minutes

Rel. May

28, '37

trapping of a band of bankrobbers whose activities threatened to wreck the McKinley administration.

This Is My Affair

Drama

F

Dra.„a

Grand National
61 Minutes
Rel.
Although this picture must be exploited judiciously

First National (161)
82 Minutes
Rel. April 24, '37
Unfolded with unnecessary brutality, this picture’s already
restricted appeal is even further curtailed by the limitations of its story structure. It resembles this company’s
“Black Legion,” taken, as that film was, from the nation’s
headlines, and is produced with a shocking grimness that
leaves it with but a slim chance to pay its way. The story

to

avoid having patrons class it with the regular run of “sex”
films, it brings a message of vital importance to every community and should not be overlooked by any exhibitor. As
a motion picture, “Damaged Goods” leaves much to be desired, but as an educational film designed to crusade against
syphilis, it pulls no punches, dealing with the subject in
an honest and outspoken fashion. Producer Phil Goldstone deserves much credit for keeping the text within the
bounds of good taste and avoiding any unnecessary play
upon sex. The story deals with a young man who nearly
brings disaster upon his wife and child when he marries,

tells of a mountain girl’s struggle to alleviate the suffering
of her ignorant kinsfolk through the establishment of a
hospital. Strongest opposition is offered by her own father,
who, trying to whip her into observance of the creed
“Honor thy father and thy mother,” dies in the struggle.
Subsequent scenes, during which the girl is tried and convicted of murder, are relentlessly painted. Robert Barrat
delivers with a terrific impact. Michael Curtiz directed.

against a doctor’s orders, before he has been
cured of the infection. Directed by Phil Stone.

completely

George Brent, Josephine Hutchinson, Robert Barrat, Guy
Kibbee, Margaret Hamilton, Fuzzy Knight, Elisabeth Risdon.

Pedro de Cordoba, Phyllis Barry, Douglas Walton, Arietta
Duncan, Esther Dale, Greta Meyer, Frank Melton.

Mountcdn

Damaged

Justice

A
CLASSIFICATION— A - ADULT

BOXOFTTCE

:: May

22, 1937.

—

F- FAMILY

—

Goods

A

E.iucati«„a.

J- JUVENILE
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£LxpLoltlp5
SELLING

ANGLES:

SUGGESTIONS

"Rootin', Tootin' Rhythm"

The songs popularized by Autry in recent westerns will aid in selling this picture if a phonograph is placed in the inside lobby with loud-speaker attachment to attract passersby. Have a local
crooner or hillbilly troupe plug Autry’s compositions over local radio stations or from the stage
of the theatre in advance of the showing. Get the
music fans interested by music store displays of
sheet music and pictures of Autry playing his
guitar. Spell out the title in rope over the boxoffice and give the front a western atmosphere.
CATCHLINES:

The Original Singing Cowboy Rides the Range
to Capture a Band of Outlaws!
Gene Autry, Aided by His Pal, Smiley, Finds
Music on the Western Plains!
Two Pretty Girls Capture the Cowboys
age to Capture Their Hearts!
SELLING

ANGLES:

"Hotel

Who

Man-

Haywire"

SELLING

SELLING

THE

ANGLES:

AD

PICTURE

"A Night of Mystery"

CATCHLINES:

Murder Strikes in the Heart of a Respected Family .. . and Terror Stalks Till the Killer is Caught!
Philo Vance’s Greatest Case ... a Spine-Tingling, Chilling Murder Mystery!
One Minute a Laugh . . . the Next a Scream of
Terror ... in the Year’s Most Unusual Murder
Mystery !
SELLING

ANGLES:

"The Man

in Blue"

Erect a large figure of a policeman over the
marquee, and dress theatre attendants in police
uniforms. Turn the theatre over to the police for
a benefit performance, and invite the force to a
special showing with the chief as guest of honor.
Have traffic officers issue summonses to see the
film in place of traffic violation tickets during the

CATCHLINES:

CATCHLINES:

Nothing Happens at Grand Hotel . . . But That
Isn’t True at Hotel Haywire!
Make Your Reservations Now . . . For Hotel Haywire and the Funniest Laugh-Session of the year!
Hotel Hay . . . With an All-Comedy Guest List
. . . and Packed to the Roof With Nonsense!

He Killed a Man
With Remorse!

Brought Up as a Policeman’s Son . . . This Boy
Couldn’t Shake Off His Criminal Tendencies!

SELLING

SELLING

ANGLES:

"This Is My

Affair"

picture’s run.
. . . and Stifled His Own

Soul

Stirring,
Human
of a Criminal!
Man’s Love
forA His
Adopted
Son . Drama
. . Who ...
Turns
ANGLES:

"Michael

O'Halloran."

Play up the on-and-off screen romance between
Stanwyck and Taylor, with giant enlargements of
the pair in the lobby. Conduct a vote as to whether
they should marry, and submit the results to a
newspaper. Make tieups on the comparisons between life in the 1900’s and life today. Try to obtain a 1900 model automobile, tandem bike or
hansom cab for street ballyhoo. Stage a “community sing,” using songs popular in 1900. See
Exploitation Preview printed in Boxoffice April 3,
1937.

Sell this picture on two angles — its appeal to
kids, and the novel, by Gene Stratton-Porter, from
which it was taken. Arrange special shows for inmates of orphanages and charity hospitals. Get
tieups with book stores and libraries. Have a special charity show, donating half of the gross to
some hospital or orphan’s home. Circulate advertising through the medium of all types of boy’s
clubs, church and welfare organizations.

CATCHLINES:

Gene Stratton-Porter’s Immortal Story of Courageous Youth . . . and a Winning Battle Against
Tremendous Odds.

SELLING

ANGLES:

"Damaged

Goods"

Exhibitors must use the greatest care in exploitating this film. It has been strongly endorsed by
President Roosevelt and the National Parent Teacher’s A.ssociation. Get local endorsements on the
picture from doctors, educators and club women.
Hold a special preview showing for members of the
local Medical Board and officers of the PTA. Get
figures from the county Bureau of Vital Statistics
concerning the increase or decrease of the disease
in your community during the past ten years. Above
all avoid any sensational exploitation on the film.

CATCHLINES:

Kids — Here’s a New Hero for You . . . Michael
O’Halloran
Love Him. ... a Scrappy Irish Orphan . . . You’ll
You’ll Love This Story of Sacrifice and Unselfishness From the Pen of Gene Stratton-Porter.
SELLING

ANGLES:

"Mountain

Justice"

Use headlines from the actual news story as the
basis of exploitation. Use mountaineer relics and
souvenirs in lobby displays. Have a local judge
or attorney comment on the legal and moral angles
of the film at a club luncheon. Tie up with tobacco stores on displays of corn-cob pipes. Play
hillbilly recordings over the street ballyhoo truck.
Print throwaways as tabloid newspapers. See Ex1936.
ploitation Preview printed in Boxoffice Oct. 24,
CATCHLINES:

CATCHLINES:

An Innocent Man . . . Becomes a Menace to the
Community . . . Through Ignorance . . . and Fear.
What Price Ignorance . . . Years of Pain . . .
Humiliation and Suffering Because He Didn’t Know.
A Message of Truth . . . About the Scourge of
Nations . . . Syphilis . . . The Red Plague.

FOR

AIDS

Sell the story to detective fans by tieing up with
the Philo Vance detective stories, written by S. S.
Van Dine. Make a facsimile of the book, “The
Greene Murder Case,” with members of the cast
spotted on the cover, for a lobby display. Make
title tieups on displays of electric light bulbs, flashlights, Venetian blinds, and other illumination aids,
as well as on perfumes and other cosmetics. Make
a “minute mystery” of the synopsis and give passes
to those who guess the solution.

With Carrillo playing an astrologer, tieups on
this profession can be worked out, planting an astrologer in the lobby for free readings and giving
out throwaways in the form of mind-reading charts.
On the hotel slant, work out arrangements with
local hotels on various angles, such as a tieup
whereby the hotel management recommends the
picture to newly signed guests, who are invited to
see the films at reduced rates. See Exploitation
Preview printed in Boxoffice May 15. 1937.

The Only Person Who Could Save Him Prom
Death Was Killed Before He Had a Chance to Talk!
Never in All American History Was There a
Case as Thrilling as This!
Death on the Gallows Only a Few Hours Away
. . . Till He Was Saved by the Woman He Loved!
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FOR

MORE

SELLING

IDEAS

CONSULT

HOLLYWOOD

From Out of America’s Last Frontier . . . Comes
This Timely, Dynamic Story!
Was This Mountain Girl a Murderess or a Martyr? ... a Crusader or a Killer?
The Pitiful Struggle of One Girl Against Ten
Generations of Stupidity, Ignorance and Bigotry!

EXLOITATION

PREVIEWS

REGULARLY

IN BOXOFFICE

BOXOFHCE

:: May

22, 1937

Sulfiact ?^e\/'tewi.

^hott
Blue Velvet Music
Paramount

10 Minutes

Mark

Warnow is here given ample opportunity to prove his right to this title,
the soft and soothing melodies issuing
from his orchestra giving the listener a
restful sensation in direct contrast to the
blaring, jazzy music of other dance bands.
All of his interpretations are distinctive,
among the numbers being Paderewski’s
“Minuet,” “Whispering” and the more recent “Swing High, Swing Low.” Buddy
Clark renders “Gee, But You’re Swell” in
pleasing fashion and the Symphonettes, a
new singing trio, deliver “Honeysuckle
Rose” in popular harmony style. This
rhythmic interlude will please true music
lovers and serve as a relief from “swing
music.”

Comic Artist's Home
Educational

Life
18 Minutes

Jefferson Macliamer, comic artist extraordinary, again delivers an engagingly humorous short in the “Gags and Gal” series,
this number peopled mainly with the pulchritudinous ladies who furnish him with
inspiration for his syndicated newspaper
feature. Machamer is seen as the Sultan
of Sketch, surrounded by beauties, intrigued with a ne'wcomer, Joan Christie, a
newspaper reporter who arrives for an interview. Her decision to listen to his pleas
and marry him calls for some quick thinking, but Machamer supplies the gowns and
other wedding accessories by the simple
expedient of drawing them on the bride
and her bridesmaids. It’s delightful and
original stuff and the parade of feminine
loveliness is typical of Producer A1 Christie, whose judgment in this respect is unfailing.

Fleet Hoofs
Columbia

:: May

22, 1937.

OF

THE

WEEK

Walt Disney's Academy Award Revue

United Artists

44 Minutes

A unique featurette designed to
satisfy picture fans, and their name
must he legion, who find the average
animated cartoon too short. This
Technicolor revue is composed of the
five prize-winning Silly Symphonies
which each year since 1932 have been
given the Academy of Motion Picture
Arts and Sciences award for the best
cartoon subject. In sequence, they
are: “Flowers and Trees,” “Three
Little Pigs,” “Three Orphan Kittens,”
“The Tortoise and the Hare” and
“The Country Cousin.” Each is noteworthy for originality, technical excellence, brilliant color work and appropriate musical accompaniment and
sound effects. Ho attempt has been
made to combine the five cartoon
stories, each being heralded on the
screen by an enlargement of the
Academy statuette and laudatory announcements. A three-quarter hour
of the best in the cartoon world, far
surpassing the average second feature
in entertainment value.

Nobody

Home

Paramount
10 Minutes
A mild novelty in the Paragraphic series
which will furnish some slight amusement
for audiences and will suffice as a program filler. Shorty, a baby chimpanzee,
demonstrates his ability to smoke, drink,
paint and play a piano and finally tries
his hand at baking. Shorty’s culinary activities are comic enough and prove that,
although man may not be descended from
the monkey, the latter can at least imitate a human — with modifications. George
Shelton provides the off-screen narration.

Stranger No.
Than
Fiction,
36
Universal

9 Minutes

The footage of this invariably interesting reel is mainly concerned with the
unique occupations or hobbies practiced
by ordinary people throughout the United
States. Among those shown are the only
woman diamond-cutter in Manhattan who
derives more pleasure from bringing out
the beauty of gems than the average woman gets from wearing them, a man in California who collects wooden horses from
long-idle harness shops, a Texas authority
on bats who has built them a sanctuary,
X-raying flowers to secure intricate patterns for designs, and a museum of ancient swords in Seattle. The reel closes
with a crippled dog who helps his master
deliver papers with the aid of a one-pooch
power cart attached to his hind legs.

Super Snoopers

Home
10 Minutes

One of the most interesting subjects in
the News World of Sports series, this will
capture the attention of general audiences
and prove an absorbing reel for lovers of
horseflesh. Excepting the dog, this animal
is the best friend of man. The footage
is devoted mainly to the raising of a colt
to a racing thoroughbred. Other breeds
shown are dashing fire horses, military
steeds, polo ponies and a few stock shots
of heavy horses pulling old-fashioned
street cars or hansom cabs. Exciting scenes
of the Grand National at Aintree picture
riders toppling over the jumps and, for a
thrilling climax, the long shot. Reaping
Reward, outdistancing the favorite, Narraganset, and winning the race. Slow motion shots show the danger for horse and
rider. Narrative by Jack Kofoed, described
by Dan Seymour.
BOXOFnCE

€HORT

I

Run on the Keys

Vitaphone

9 Minutes

Babe Ruth, one of the greatest baseball
names of all time, could not be expected
to shine in the acting field but this Vitaphone Novelty has been neatly tailored to
his measure as well as providing spots for
Zez Confrey and Byron Gay, composers, to
demonstrate their musical talents. Scene
is a hunting lodge with the musicians trying to get an idea for a broadcast song
as the Bambino reminisces about his baseball days in a series of flashbacks. This
gives Zez the idea for the title song describing a home run on the keys much in
the manner of his well-remembered composition “Kitten on the Keys.” The scene
then changes to a broadcasting station
where the number is played and sung as
super-imposed baseball scenes flash on the
screen. The whole is effectively done and
will carry great entertainment value for
the legion of baseball fans.

Columbia
19V2 Minutes
When archaic comedy situations are
milked to the straining point and gags
anticipated before occurring, there is little
left to commend the subject, even though
it is slapstick, as it is here. Monty Collins
pairs with El Brendel to show what happens when a couple of dumb sleuths accidentally come upon a gang of bank robbers. What action there is is confined to
running around in circles, which is analagous to the originality employed over
most of the route.

The Twisker Pitcher
Paramount
7 Minutes
With baseball occupying the leisure time
or thoughts of half of America’s male population, Max Fleischer has wisely decided
to let Popeye and his arch enemy, Bluto,
invade the diamond where the cartoon
characters play a game the like of which
will never be seen. Popeye, despite encouragement from Olive Oyl, seems destined for defeat after Bluto substitutes
grass for the usually dependable can of
spinach. In the ninth inning, and with the
score hopelesly against him, Popeye grows
some instant spinach, gulps it down and,
with renewed energy, hits the ball and
scores a winning run. A comedy riot and
among the most hilarious of recent cartoons.
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"Shall We Dance" the Week's Best Draw
(AVERAGE

BOSTON

Boston~Two
Wise
Married (Univ)

Maids

(Rep);

As

Good

IS 100%)

(Para), stage show
Radio City Music Hall — A

as

Top Hits of the Week

125
160
115
120
120
120

CHARLOTTE

Shall
and
A Star
A

115
90
100
95
100
110
100
100

CHICAGO

Is Born

Star

Shall
No

Broadway — I Promise to Pay (Col)
Broadway — That Man’s Here Again (FN)
Carolina — Wake X'^p and Live (20th-Fox)
Carolina — Top <if the Town
(Univ)
Imperial — The Good Old Soak (M-G-M)
Imperial — Sea Devils (RKO)
State — Trapped (Col)
State — Bengal Tiger (WB)

We Dance — Kansas
Los Angeles

We

Man

R5
90
95
100
120

185

Dance — Omaha

EXTENDED
Lost Horizon, 10th
Globe. New York.

170

wk.

I.ost Horizon,
Francisco.
.V Star Is
New York.

at

Born,

of

Cinema,

9th

160

New
Brandeis — Shall M’e
Omaha — A Star Is
Lies (Para)

wk.

3rd

two-a-day

wk.

at

at

Geary,
Music

Shubert — Make
over

I’p

and

Live

(20th-Fox).

held

150

CLEVELAND
Allen- — Night
Hanna — Lost

Key (Univ)
Horizon (Col),

Hippodrome
— M'ake
2d wk

roadshow,

I’p and

Live

2d

80
wk..l00

(20th-Fox),

Palace — Cafe Metropole (20th-Fox),
stage show
State — A Star Is Born (UA)
Stillman— M ay Our M est (M-G-M)

80

Hall,

120
120
60

DALLAS

Palace — f'afe iMetropoIe (20th-Fox)
Tower— Call It a Day CWB)

110
90

DENVER
Aladdin — M’ake Cp and I>ive (20th-Fox). following a week at the Denver
Broadway — The Hit Para<le (Rep), following
a week at the Aladdin
Denham — King of (iamhiers (Para)
Denver — A Star Is Born (UA)
and

That

110
90
80
125
150
100

DETROIT
Adams — M’ake I’p and Live (20th-Fox). 2d
1st run wk.; Off to the Races (20th-Fox) . . . .
Cinema — Ecstasy (Jewel), 9th wk
Downtown— Munler in the Red Barn (International): Juggernaut (GN)
Fox — Cafe Metrop<ile (20th-Fox). stage show..
Madison— Call It a Day (WB)
Michigan — Shall Me Dance (RKO), stage show;
picture moved to Madison for continued run..
State — China Passage (RKO); Great O’Malley
(WB)
United Artists — The Prince and Pauper (FN) . .

85
75
75
90
85
90
85
95

INDIANAPOLIS
Alamo — I.aw of tlie Ranger (Col)
Alamo-^Headline
Craslier (Rep)
Ambassador^ — Penrod and Sam
(FN)
Apollo — M'ake I'p and lave (20th-Fox)
Cirrie — The M’oman I la»ve (RKO)
I,oew’s~The Go<kI Old S<.ak (M-G-M)
Lyric — Night Key (Univ)

KANSAS

80
70
60
110
85
80
110

CITY

Mainstreet — Shall M'e Dance
(RKO)
185
Midland — Night Must Fall (M-G-M); I Promise
to Pay (Col)
95
Newman — Mountain
Justice (FN);
Murder
Goes to College (Para)
65
Tow'er — 3Iidnight Taxi (20th-Fox); Major
Bowes’ girl unit on stage
125
Uptown — Charlie Chan at the Olympics (20thFox); reissue of David Hanirn (20th-Fox).
5 days
70

24

(M-G-M);
(FN);

M’ay
Melodv

f<»r Two— Shall
(WB) Me
Hillstreet
Dance (RKO)
Hollywood — Same as Downtown
Pantages — Same as Hillstreet
Paramount — Internes (’an’t Take .M<mey
stage show
State — Same
as Chinese

‘

(Para),

80
175
80
185
65
115

130

MINNEAPOLIS
.Aster— Parole Racket (Col); Man Mho r«>nnd
Himself (RKO)
<'entury — (’all It a Day (M’B)
Minnesota — Make
I’p and lave (2flth-Fox)
Orpheum — History Is Made at Night (UA)

90
80
90
85

State— Nobody’s I?ahy (M-G-M); (Vack-l’p
(20th-Fox)
AVorld — Nine Days a (Jueen (GB)

90
75

HAVEN

College — .V Star Is Born (UA) ; Let’s Get
Married (RKO).
2d w’k
Loew’s Poli — (’afe Metropole (20th-Fox);
^lidnight Taxi C20th-Fox)
Paramount — No Alan of Her Own
(Para);

NEW

115
100
80

(RKO);
(RKO),
160

ORLEANS

Center — John Yleade’s M’oman (Para), revival.. 55
Globe — Midsummer
Night’s Dream
(WB), revival
70
lyiberty — I Pr<)mise to Pay (Col)
65
Orpheum — Shall Me Dance (RKO)
90
Saenger — Internes ('an’t Take Money (Para) .... 135
St. Charles — The Greiit O’Malley (WB)
70
State — A Star Is B<»rn (UA)
130
Strand- -Man of Affairs (GB)
60
Tudor — NaiK-y Steele Is Missing ( 20th-Fox) . . . . 80

NEW

YORK

80

PORTLAND,

100
160
85
110
100

ME.
100
95

ORE.

Blue Mouse — M'aikiki M'edding (Para); Time
Out for Romance
(20th-Fox)
Broadway — Prince an(l the Pauper (FN); Way

Live (20th-Fox);
(20th-Fox)

Girl Fr<)m Scotland Y’ard (Para)
Roger Sherman — Shall M’e Dance
The Man
Mho
F<uind Himself
8 days

Nobody’s

PORTLAND,

MILWAUKEE

NEW

175
Fall (M-G-M);
days

Empirp — Fifty I{<)a<ls to Town
(20th-Fox):
Crimiiml l.awyer (RKO)
State — Kinjr of Gamblers (Para): Her Husbainl's Seeretary (FN)

<';ardon — Ecstasy (Eureka)
115
Pabst — Cloistered (Best)
100
Palace — Dangercuis Number
(M-G-M); Slums
of Paris on stage
125
Riverside — Paradise Express (Rep), stage show. .120
Strand — King and tlie C'liorus Girl (FN);
Marked
M’oiiian (FN)
100
M’arner — The M’oman I I^ove (RKO); M’e Have
Our ^Moments (Univ)
105
■Wi.scon.sin — M’ake Fp and
Mings of the Morning

170
Husband

120

and

Capitol — Great O’Malley (WB)
100
Capitol — Breezing Home
(Univ)
70
Majestic — A
Star Is B<»rn (UA)
170
Melba — .Murder in the Ked Barn (Olympic);
with Chuck Connors jr. as M.C. on stage... 80

Orpheum — shall M’e Dance (RKO)
Paramount — Call It a Da> (\VB)
.Man’s Here Again (FN)

Fall

Justice

125

Alvin — Two M’ise Maids (Rep); Time Out for
Romance
(20th-Fox)
Fulton — No Man of Her Own
(Para), reissue. 1st wk
Penn — Romeo
and Juliet (M-G-M)
Stanley — History Is Made
at Night (UA) ;
Major
Bowes
all-nations unit
M’^arner — Maytime
(M-G-M), 3rd d. t. wk

LOS ANGELES
Chinese — Night Must
Out M’est (M-G-M)
Downtown — Mountain

150
100
125
100

PITTSBURGH

San

CINCINNATI
Capitol — Marked
M’oman
(FN), 2d d. t. wk.llO
Qiand — (hxKl Old Soak (M-G-M). 2d d. t. wk..ll0
Keith’s — Hit Para<le (Rep)
110
Ivyric — Her Hushand
I^ies (Para)
100
Palace — Shall We
Dance (RKO),
held over... 150

Dance (RKO)
Born (UA); Her

Orpheum— Night 3Iust
Baby (M-G-M), 6%

Detroit.

at

CITY

OMAHA

160

RUNS

wk.

Born

Criterion — Shall Me
Dance
(RKO)
Liberty — 50 Roads
to Town
(20th-Fox);
The Man
Mho
Found
Himself (RKO)
Midwest — Night Must Fall (M-G-M)
State— The King Steps Out (Col)
Warner — The Oime
Nobody Saw (Para) ;
plus stage show

170

of Her Own — Pittsburgh

9th

OKLAHOMA

(dual) — Omaha.. 175

Shall We Dance — Boston,
Haven and Washington

Ecstasy,

Apollo — King of Gamblers (Para)
Chicago — Cafe Metropole (20th-Fox)
Palace — Shall We Dance (RKO), 2d wk
Roosevelt— Good Old Soak (M-G-M)
United Artists — A Star Is Born (UA)

City

Is Born — Dallas

Is

(UA). stage show; 3rd w'k
110
Rialto — Mountain Justice (FN)
100
Rivoli — ('ate YIetropole (20th-Fox), 2d wk
....110
Roxy — M’ake Up and Live (20th-Fox), stage
show; 3rd wk
115
Strand — The Prince and the Pauper (FN)....130

75

Fenway — Wake
I'p and Live (Para), 2d run;
Time Out for Komanee
(20th-Fox)
Memorial — Sliall We
Dance (RKO)
Metropolitan — Prince and the Pauper (FN)
with stage show
Orpheum — Night Must
Fall (M-G-M);
Good
Old Soak (M-G-M)
Paramount — Make Up and Live (Para), 2d run;
Time Out for Komanee
(20th-Fox)
State— Night Must Fall (M-G-M);
Good Old
Soak (M-G-M)

115

Star

CITY

Astor — Captains Courageous (M-G-M).
first
five days of two-a-day; capacity plus few
standees

105

Out M’est (M-G-M)
120
Mayfair- M’hen Love Is Y’oung (Univ); Trouble
in Morocc<) (Col)
110
Orpheum — Fifty Roads to Town
(20th-Fox);
Charlie Chan at the Olympics (20th-Fox) . . .120
Paramount — King and the ('horus Girl (WB);
Outcast (Para), 2d wk
115
United Artists — Mountain Justice (FN)
115

PROVIDENCE
Albee — Shall M’e Dance (RKO). 2d wk
Fays — (’alif<irnia Straight Ahead (Univ),
stage show
Majestic — Call It a Day (WB); Let Them
Live (Univ)
State — Romeo
and Juliet (M-G-M);
i:Uh (’liair (M-G-M)
Strand- -'rininder in the City (Col); Navy
Blues (Rep)

SALT LAKE

100
120
100
100
100

CITY

Cardtol — f’afe IMetr(»pole (20th-Fox); M’e’re
on the Jury (RKO)
Orpheum — I*riiice and the Pauper (FN); That
Man’s Here Again (FN)
Paramount — A Star Is Born (UA)
Studio — M’ake I’p and Live (20th-Fox), a
holdover
Victory^ — f'liarlie Chan at the Olympics
Fox); Hills of Old M yoming (Para)

105
115
110
100

(20th110

SAN FRANCISCO
Fox — M’ake Fp and iJve (20th-Fox);
the f'ity (M-G-M). 2d wk
Geary — Lost Horizon (Col); roadshow,
Golden Gate — M’oman
I Love (RKO),
show

Song

of

9th wk.
stage

.

120
85
90

Orpheum — l..ct’s Get Married (Col); Night Key
(Univ)
Paramount — Hit Paraxle (Rep); That I May
Live (20th-Fox)

85
100

St. Francis — Go*k1 Old Soak (M-G-M); Doctor’s
Diary (Para), 2d d. t. wk
115
Ignited Artists — A Star Is Bom
(UA)
120
Warfield — Call It a Day (WB);
Midnight
Taxi (20th-Fox)
95

WASHINGTON
105

Capitol — Call It a Day (WB)
75
Central — Tliat I May
Live (20th-Fox), and
11th episode of Dick Tracy serial
100
Criterion— Make May
for Tomorrow
(Para).... 95
Globe — L<»st Horiz<m (Col), 10th wk. of
tw’o-a-day
70
Palace — That Man’s Here Again (FN), 1st
and M’oman
I Love (RKO).
2d run
100
Paramount — Internes Can’t Take
Money

Capitol — M’oman
Chases Man
(UA); with
stage show
Columbia— M’aikiki M’edding (Para), 3d d.t.
wk., first 2 wks. at Palace
Earle — Mings of the .Morning (20th-Fox)
with stage show
Keiths — Shall Me
Dance (RKO). 2d wk., the
1st wk. was split wk. of 3 days
Metropolitan — That Man’s Here
Palace — A Star Is Born (UA)

BCXCrnCE

Again

:: May

(FN)

100
135
80
160
..100
90

22, 1937

PRACTICAL

IDEAS

BY

PRACTICAL

NUGGETS
^WO full-dressed “drunks” were hired
by Lester Pollock of Loew’s, Rochester,
to walk through busy streets carrying lamp
posts spotted with plugs for Metro’s “Good
Old Soak.”

•

a

tieup with

the New

York

American for FN’s “Prince and the Pauper,” 50 sets of coronation stamps and 50
pairs of tickets were awarded to winning
entrants in a lOO-powid essay contest for
the film. The idea was worked out by
Publicist Irv Windisch for Dinty Moore’s
campaign at the New York Strand.

•

A hut made of artificial palm trees and
surrounded by bamboo and palm trees carrying names of cast members was set up
by Hal Howard in the lobby of the Kentucky, Henderson, Ky., in attracting attention to and selling Paramount’s “Waikiki
Wedding.”

•

capital’s swank Mayfair Hotel, which resulted in plenty of free publicity for UA’s
“A Star Is Born.” The party was tossed
with the compliments of Carter Barron
and he was given a hand by crack lady
press agent, Ethel Friedner, Linton Wells
and Broderick Crawford. For the same film
in Providence, R. I., Manager Howard Burkhardt was busy arranging newspaper ad
tieups with automobile companies and
other merchants, which netted him dividends at the boxoffice.

•

Louis Charninsky, ace Dallas showman,
drew notice from the public and ire from
the police by somehow getting hold of a
discarded street signal light and hooking
it onto his theatre marquee to advertise
FN’s “Green Light.” When the signal bell
rang, as do the street signals, street cars
and automobiles stopped and pedestrians
didn’t know whether they were coming or
going. A police investigation brought a

On

Charninsky’s

work

had

•

the widely -traveled Commons section in Worcester, Mass., was posted a sign

reading, “Keep Off the Grass — This is
the Good Earth.” Through Worcester busy
streets a Chinese coolie leisurely drove a
pair of oxen tieing up traffic and attracting attention. In Erie Wright’s theatre
lobby a pretty Chinese girl handed out
roses to lady patrons. Clever tieups.

•

When 20th-Pox’s “Banjo on My Knee”
played a first run in Greenville it did average business. Returning for a second run
to the Ritz, the picture held over for five
days, drew a record 18,000 attendance.
Reason was that Manager Fred Curdts
heavily exploited the mammy-belt angle
through an intensive newspaper and poster campaign.
BOXOFnCE

:: May

on
York "Old
— ReportsSoak"
have come

to

circuit home offices here from the
field that patrons seem to think that
“Good Old Soak” is an old picture,
reissued. It is possible that some fans
confuse “Old Soak” with “Old
Hutch,” the previous Beery picture.
It is suggested, therefore, that publicity and advertising on the picture be
phrased to clear up the misunderstanding and to get over the “new
picture” idea. Suggested ad catchlines
are-. “Wallace Beery’s New Hit;”
“Beery’s Successor to ‘Old Hutch’;”
“Funnier, More Entertaining Than
•Old Hutch.’ ”

SAFETY CLUB PULLS
KIDDIE PATRONAGE
New

A flowing good time was had by Washington celebrities and the press m the

little fuss, but
been done.

HORIZON" CAMPAIGN
PROVES ADAPTABLE

Clarify Misconception
New

Through

Selling Seats

SHOWMEN

York — Ed

Siegal

of the

Jerome,

Bronx, has a triple-threat method of luring youngsters to the boxoffice of his motion picture house.
First, he has organized a Safety Club,
giving each kid a numbered badge and
booklet. In the booklet there are 10
notches, and each is punched after paying
regular admission. The kid is entitled to
a free show on his eleventh visit.
Second, baseball pennants are passed out
to kids who attend the theatre during the
first matinee hour on Saturdays.
Third, he gives them serials as bait to
catch them again and again on the rebound.

CELEBRITY HOSTESS
AT PRIVATE SHOWING
Detroit — Mrs.

Ossip

for FN’s “The Prince and the Pauper” at
a special screening arranged for her by
Earl Hudson, publicity head of United Detroit Theatres. Mrs. Gabrilowitch, widow
of the late Detroit Symphony director, was
hostess to a group of Detroit socialites at
this special showing.

New

York — In

THEATRES
some

York — “Lost

small

Horizon”

exploitation

using special displays of the 75-cent edition. In addition, Brentano’s, a de luxe
shop, featured a window display of the
$2.50 edition of “Lost Horizon” with a reproduction of the Shangri La set in the
background. This store also had the exclusive sale of limited editions of a book,
“The Making of a Great Picture,” for sale
to collectors, this tieing in with the making of the Hilton novel.
Each of Shangri
the citiesLaplaying
“Lost
featured
fashions
andHorizon”
modes,
such as perfumery, robes, etc. One shop
here featured the special coiffure inspired
by Jane Wyatt’s hairdress, another devoted
one entire window to Shangri La pajamas,
hats and jewelry.

"FLIPCRACK"

CONTEST

"WAKE UP"
BOOSTS
Wis. — A “Flipcrack” con-

Milwaukee,

test, conducted for five days before the

opening
“Wake Up
at Fox’s
Wisconsinof Theatre
hereandin Live”
a tieup
with
the Wisconsin News, created considerable
publicity for the film.
Each day a photo of Walter Winchell
and Ben Bernie appeared in the News with
a wisecrack and an empty balloon for the
return flipcrack. Daily a $10 prize in addition to ten pairs of tickets to see the
film were awarded winners.

Ad in Column

Gabrilowitch,

daughter of Mark Twain, expressed herself as pleased with the excellent casting

RENTING

New

campaigns on the two-a-day engagements
throughout the country are borrowing ideas
from the roadshow campaign at the Globe
Theatre here, with many of the stunts being adaptable, in a modified form, for later
engagements in the same situations.
Highlights of the New York campaign
was the bookstore coverage throughout the
metropolitan district, cigar and drug stores

Portland,

Me. — Instead

of using the cus-

tomary form of advertising to plug “Wake
Up and Live,” the Walter Winchell-Ben
Bernie vehicle, the Strand Theatre management inserted a small classified ad in
the center of the Walter Winchell syndicated column which appears daily in the
Portland Evening Expres.

FOR

communities

GRADUATIONS
theatres

pick

up

extra

dollars

by

renting their auditoriums for school graduation exercises. It’s a swell idea for big
city exhibitors, too, for not only is there extra revenue but it brings to the theatre
students, teachers, parents and others whose good will is an asset.
This is entirely feasible when the commencement is held in the afternoon
if the theatre does not have a matinee, but in many instances it would be worth
while to suspend the show for an afternoon or a night for the graduation. If
you are in a neighborhood or town where the school or church auditoriums in
your vicinity are not adequate, approach the school authorities with a proposal.
A big city example of this kind is Loew’s Paradise in the Bronx, N. Y., where
two high schools are to hold their graduation exercises. Besides a rental, the
schools are paying all expenses, cost of lights, employes, etc.

22, 1937.
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are a tourists’ paradise.
l.OONEY
TUNES

LM

M\r

of
^J

for

CHANGES
ert

Milton
NEW

Columbia
(iirls Can Play (formerly PielderN Field) (..) —
Action drama.
A
newspaper reporter’s infatuation witli a girl athlete leads him to an expose of a gang of racketeers, Charles Quigley,
Jacqueline Wells, Rita Hayworth. Director, Lambert Hillyer. (F) June 30, ’37.
It

Can’t Last Forever (formerly With Kind Regards) (..) — Action drama. A press agent tricks
racketeers into a
police net. Ralph Bellamy,
Betty Furness. Robert
Armstrong.
Director,
Hamilton MacFadden.
(F). June 9. ’37.
Roaring Timber (..) — Action drama.
Undercover
agents seeking to wrest control of a timber company from a girl are subdued by a fearless logging boss. Jack Holt. Grace Bradley, Ruth Donnelly. Director, Phil

Rosen.

(F).

June

Wilcox.

Ellis.

Nan

Carruth. (F). June
RELEASE
DATES:

Grey.

6, ’37.

pig surmounts these obstacles. Feb. 6. ’37.
Porky’s Duck
Hunt
(9) — Porky and his dog go
hunting but when
he locates a
duck it outsmarts him and the pig goes home empty-hand-

('lean

Pastures (7) — The boss of Heaven is worried about the lack of new customers until Fats
Waller and Cab Calloway go back to Harlem

Director,

(1020).

in a Bungalow

June

13, ’37

Road

Baek,

June

20, '37

\\ iUh-atter,

The
The

June

6, ’37

20th Century-Fox
I'luler the Reel Rohe (82) — Drama.
Disregarding
Cardinal Richelieu’s edict against duelling, an
adventurer is sentenced to death but later reprieved to be sent to capture an escaped rebel.
Conrad Veidt. Annabella, Romney
Brent. Director. Robert T. Kane. (F). May 21, '37. (743).

^kott5

12. ’37.

15, ’37.

ed. April 17, ’37.
MERRIE
MELODY

Love

’I'w o Fisted Sheriff (formerly Shooting Showdown)
(..) — Western. A young sheriff is forced to convict an innocent friend but manages
to expose
the real culprit. Charles Starrett, Barbara
Weeks. Bruce Lane. Director, Leon Barsha. (F).
June 15. ’37.
Heat (..) — Action drama. Wlien the daughter of a
dead steel magnate
takes over the
Imsiness she is victimized by unscrupulous employes, but she and the business are saved by
a fearless foreman. Rosalind Keith, Don Terry,
Nana Bryant. Director, D. Ross Lederman.
(F).
June 4, ’37.

Edward

May

Porky’s Road Race (7) — As Porky is about to win
the auto race, the competing star, Borax Karoff,
uses unfair means to have him lose but the little

to

TQatutQ5

ADVENTURE

Alpine Grandeur (10) — A journey through the Swiss
Alps showing the lakes and mountains which

Columbia

lure

recruits.

May

22,

’37.

TIMETER INCREASES
PRODUCTION OUTPUT
Detroit — Increased

demand

for

Time-

ter, clock system that denotes the starting
and breaking time of programs, has resulted in an augmented production schedule at the factory here.
Among dealers stocking the device are
B. F. Shearer Co. and Western Theatrical
Equipment Co., in San Francisco: Scott
Ballantyne Co., Omaha; Des Moines Theatre Supply Co., Des Moines, la.; Cinema
Supplies, Inc., Minneapolis; National Theatre Supply stores in numerous cities; McArthur Supply Co., Detroit; Superior Motion Picture Supply, Pittsburgh; International Theatre Accesories, New York;
Georgia Theatre Service Corp., Atlanta.

White

COMING

RELEASKS:

■Vwfiil Truth, The — Irene Dunne. Cary Grant.
Flashing Skates — Charles Quigley, Rita Ha>Tvorth,
One Man Justice — Charles Starrett, Barbara Weeks.
TITLE

CHANGES:

Professional Juror,
HIND THE DAW.
With Kind
FOREVER.
Texas

changed

Regards,

Cyclone,

to

changed

changed

Grand

THE

to IT

to ONE

MAN

CAN'T

M.yN

BELAST

JUSTICE.

Alarm (formerly Marked Money)
(..) — Action drama. A murder, robbery and kidnapping
are solved by a G-man
and a girl newspaper
his sister’s life is threatened.
reporter when
Conrad
Nagel. Eleanor Hunt, Vince Barnett.
’37
29
Director, Louise Gasnier. (F). May
(139).

I'orever \ours (70) — Drama
with music. The wife
of a famous opera singer is about to elope with
a
former sweetheart but at the last moment
realizes her heart is bound
to her husband.
Beniamino
Gigli, Joan Gardner, Ivan Brandt.
Director, Stanley Irving. (F). May 15. ’37. (155).
Sing Co\yl»oy Sing (..)- — Musical Western. A range
rider i.s framed by a racketeer for interfering
with his activities, but the rider escapes jail
and e.xposes his accuser. Tex Ritter. Louise
BradDirector, R. N
Stanley. A1 St. John.
bury. (F). May 22. '37. (145).

Frontier

RELEASKS:

Town — Tex

Gorge<»iis— Anna
Honolulu
King

TITLE

Maybe

Ritter.

Sten.

COMING

House

in the
the

Three on
Hilliard.

Clyde. May 21, '37.
COMMUNITY
SING

(ioose

(iirl. The (20) — The fairy tale of the princess on her way
to marry the prince who
is
forced to change places with a
servant girl.

Krazy’s

9

(10) — With

changed

a

to LOVE

ME

and

the

other

SCREEN

MAKCH
. lU (18).
I’ATHK

SONG

Stone,
Cora

Gene

Marjorie

OF

Raymond,

May

To atone for
a
policeman

adopts the slain man’s child, and has to defend the lad for a crime he was led into. Rob-

Portland — R.
Jackson.

G.

C.

ISt. Louis — J. H. Sarfaty,
Hynes, S. H. Nesbitt.
San Francisco — K. Trimble,

Wilson,

J.

E.

B.

Rose,

Horn,

Seattle — L. J. McGinley,
Wasliington — E. Heiber,
Frank, W. Davis.

Graddock,

E.

H.

G.

Garrison,
M.

Smyth,

E.
H.

AparC. J.

A. Bloom, J. C. Ewing.
J. Young, P. Rosian^ B.

(anada— R. Clair Hague,
general sales manager for the dominion, with headquarters at Toronto; R. A. Scott, Vancouver; W. A. Sault, St.
John. New
Brunswick;
D. Leduc, Montreal; S.
Brint
and J. I. Fry, Toronto; J.
Winnepeg.
gary; L. Rosefield, Montreal; and

A. Wilson, CalF. L, Vaughan,

At GN Meeting

Adams,

Albany;

C.

E.

Peppiatt,

Atlanta;

John

Vitaphone
HREVITIES

Jason. In Technicolor. May 22, '37.
Movie .Mania (21) — A movie mogul, believing that
nothing is w'ell done in the studio directs, acts
and does the love scenes himself. Dave Apollon.
May

O.

14. ’37

Day at Santa Anita, A (18) — Little girl who owns
a race horse is taken from the track by the Society for Protection of Children but dashes back
in time to cheer her horse to victory. Sybil

Universal

S.

Omaha — L. C. Hensler, L. J. Miller, R. G. Olson.
Philadelphia — J. Engel, Jack
Engel, W.
J.
Doyle. J. Leon, P. Baron.
Pittsburgh — T. H. Twigg, L. Hess, S. E. Feld jr.,
J. R. Kauffman, D. Barnholtz.

Cleve

RKO.\I)MAY

C.

New
York — J. R. Grainger, R. H. Cochrane, P.
D. Cochrane, O. C. Binder, W. B
Kraemer, Joe
Weil, F J. A. McCarthy, A. J. Sharick, Charles
Kirby. H. McIntyre, C. Ford, Budd
Rogers, Gus
Schaefer, C. Bowers, Edward
Bonns, S. Wittman,
S. Singerman, P. Winiiick, H. Furst, N. Goldberg,
L. Abrams, M, Cohen, B. Price, J. E. Liggett
Oklalioina City — W. S. Quade, A. G. Leonard,
A. G. Leary, M. M. Holstein.

Los Angeles — The following branch
meeting:
managers were present at the three-day

TIMK

TOPICS

Lord.
Harriet

Radio

(8)...

Witherspoon.

Mantzke, W. W. Adams, J. M.
Meshbesher, A. L. Zacherl, S.

ton.Salt Lake City — C. Van
Feldman, C. R. Wade.

I’AR.\GRAFHICS

No, . 7

Kibbee,
—

Colman

Safety in the Air (10) — The inside story of the
amazing aids to aviation developed by the federal government and individual airlines. May 28,

N<k

Radio

Country — Fred
I.at<’hkey

6, ’37.

Paramount

AGAIN.

RELE.VSES:

Heir — Guy

Ronald

May

players on the “Lost Horizon” set; Ann Sothern and Anna
Sten in their Hollywood homes.
’37.
May
22, '37.

RKO

Man in Blue. The (60) — Melodrama.
the accidental killing of a
man

26

Race of Time (8) —
Showing an industrial Utopia in 1999 when
homes
will be located in the air and manufactured
by floating

machines in the clouds.
SCItEEN
SNAPSHOTS
No,

(Continued from page 7)
Miimea]>olis — F.
Fieldman, B. J.
Frank.

New
Haven — M, Joseph, A. L. Titus.
New
Orleans — ^P. Tessier, W. T. Hickey,
McMillan.

No. 8 (10) — Against a “Gay Nineties’’ background,
Charles Irwin, monologist, and Andy
Sanella’s
musicians sing the good old songs. May 20, '37.
SPECIAL
HAPPY
HOUR

Sierras —

RKO

Take

Charlie Chase. June 6, '37,
My Little Feller (18) — Postmaster receives a sack
of mail containing a baby stolen by kidnapers.
After a wild chase he gets the kidnapers. Andy

CHANGES:

It’s I.ove,

At Universal Meeting

From Bad to Worse (18) — On his honeymoon
the
bridegroom enters the wrong berth, gets into the
wrong
apartment
and embarrasses the bride.

Please Keep Me in Your Dreams
(8) — A form of
burlesque newsreel with lampoons for back-seat
driver sand women’s fashions. Henry King and
his orchestra. May 28, '37.

Honeymoon —

of the

C0>U<:DIE.S

May 30, '37.
KRAZY
KAT

National

liiink

COMING

ALL-ST.UI

Scully, Boston; Jack Kaplan, Buffalo; Merritt W. Davis, Charlotte; Ralph Kinsler, Cincinnati; William Shartin, Cleveland; Joe Hartman,
Chicago; A1 Mertz, Dallas; Irving Jacobs, Denver;
Lou Levy, Des Moines; Ralph Peckham,
Detroit;
H. H. Hull, Indianapolis; Russell Borg, Kansas

City;

Hi Peskay, Los Angeles; Lou Patz, Milwaukee; I. Levine, New
Haven; W. M. Richardson.
New
Orleans; Morris Epstein, New
York; John
Bachman, Philadelphia; Jules Lapidus, Pittsburgh;
Edward
I. Hudson. Portland, Ore.; Pat Pinnell,
Salt Lake City; Tom
Tobin, St. Louis; H, Bradley
Fish, San Francisco; D. D. Matin, Seattle; Harry
Brown, Washington;
Irving Cohen, Toronto; I.
Sourkes, Montreal; S. W. Jacobs, St. John, New
Brunswick.

8, ’37.

BOXOFnCE
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NEWS

THE

VIEWS

AND

By IVAN

ALL

AF
^

moves

the ill-advised

directing the destinies of the Federated
for faux pas

Crafts' strike, top honors

by

so far made

those
Picture

Motion

go to their latest

gesture — a request to laborites everywhere

that they boy-

cott pictures in which appear Robert Montgomery, Franchot Tone, Edvrard Arnold, Frank Morgan and Humphrey
Actors

Bogart, directors of the Screen
by heads

of the FMPC

double-cross

Guild, singled out

lieve was given them

SPEAR

be placed

still be-

by the Guild.

on the Guild, that it had

goal of studio recognition,
and expeditious
Guild

leaders

with

a

peace
and

with the producers. Such a welter of statements
counter-statements, accusations and denials, have
forthcoming

been

on this point that Hollywood

pretty well divided

regarding

opinion is

it. In fact, it is fairly ob-

vious that Charles Lessing, strike generalissimo, hasn't entirely made up his own mind as to whether or not he and
his followers were sold down the river by the thespics,

When

Assuming,

practical
to be con-

boycott

thoughts

the

indicates, however,

that the Guild

failed to

for the sake of argument,

that there was

a

bit of skullduggery in the Guild's actions, it is still manifestly unfair to place the guilt on its officers and directors;
to place them on unfair lists and

boycott their efforts.
It must

be remembered

are in the topmost

that these actors, all of whom

salary brackets, had

much

to lose and

absolutely nothing to gain personally through their affiliations with, and their activities on behalf of, the Guild or
any

other organization.

to the Guild and were

The

very fact that they belong

willing to jeopardize

their own

ly lucrative positions for a principle, the winning

their sympathetic,

working

sincere

organized

conditions

through

and

labor and

high-

of which

could help only their less fortunate fellow workers,

attitude toward

the Guild's vote for a no-strike policy was origlong and loud about the

the most

do right by his strike.

prove

as is indicated by Mr. Lessing's vacillating attitude.

taken

this goal and was

labor

that he still retains some

set out to attain the

His current effort to spank

to ask labor sympathizers

In the first place, it has never been established that
the Guild did sell out the striking unions affiliated with
the FMPC when the actors voted to negotiate their own

had

route toward

gratulated on its victory.

to take the rap for the alleged

the strike leaders apparently

which

CENTER

Honors

Pas

Faux

Top

PRODUCTION

should

entirely altruistic
its efforts to better

collective bargaining.

inally announced, Lessing wailed
double-cross.
tion, he changed

Later, and

after calmer

his attitude, stating that no blame

WESTERN
EDITION Is One
tions in Which BOXOFFICE
Other

probably

of the Seven Sectional
Is Published Weekly.

Six Editions Are: NEW ENGLAND, MIDEAST,
TRAL, MIDWEST, SOUTHERN,
EASTERN.

reflecwas

EdiThe
CEN-

to

Mr. Lessing

and

his cohorts

or respect for their cause

will win

little sympathy

by attacking such men.

IVAN
SPEAR,
Western
Manager, Suite 219, 6404 Hollywood
Blvd.,
Hollywood, Calif., Phone GLadstone
1186. WALTER
BARUSCH,
201
Golden Gate Bldg., 25 Taylor St., San Francisco, Calif. JOE COOPER.
2417 Second Ave., Seattie, Wash.
JOHN
A. ROSE, 1620 Clarkson St.,
Denver, Colo. VIOLA
BROWNING
HUTTON,
605 Utah Savings &
Trust Bldg.. Salt Lake City. Utah.

•

NEW WEAPONS IN COAST STRIKE
FMPC Extends Ultimatum
to Independent Units
in Struggle
Planning a last ditch drive in an obviously desperate effort to carry its walkout
to a successful conclusion, the weakened
ranks of the striking Federated Motion
Picture Crafts introduced two new weapons in its labor fight this week.
Two

Major

Unions

Petitioned

The

first blow was aimed at independent producers by Charles Lessing, FMPC
strike director, who delivered an ultimatum to independent units declaring that
the strike would be extended to all which
do not consent to a 100 per cent closed
shop, with the deadline for capitulation
set for later in the week. Second new development came when the FMPC appealed
to both the American Federation of Labor
and to the Committee for Industrial Organization. asking those bodies to lend
their aid to a proposed boycott of current
and forthcoming pictures in which appear
five Screen Actors Guild leaders, whom
Lessing terms responsible for the asserted
“double cross” by the SAG of the strikers.
The quintet named as boycott targets are
Robert Montgomery, president of the
Guild; Franchot Tone, Edward Arnold,
Frank Morgan and Humphrey Bogart.
The strike move against the independents will threaten a walkout of approximately 3,000 additional workers. Those
which may be affected include Walter
Wanger, Republic, Samuel Goldwyn, Selznick International, B. P. Schulberg, Harry
Sherman and Monogram — all hitherto free
from strike activity.
When machinists and culinary workers
left the FMPC ranks this week, leaving
only seven crafts remaining under the
strikers’ banner, violence flared on at least
one lot — Columbia — when returning workers were set upon, their car overturned,
and a quartet of passengers beaten. The
assailants were not captured.
Refuting his earlier negotiations with
Pat Casey, representing the producers in
the labor difficulties, Lessing told Casey
this week that the strike would not be
called off unless a union shop is guaranteed and men employed since the strike
are discharged. Casey has framed no
reply.
Pickets

March

Again

FMPC pickets returned in increased
force to their chores in Hollywood and
Los Angeles theatres after a quiet weekend, and Lessing’s threat to carry on the
theatre picketing on a national scale came
closer to realization with the sending of
W. B. Cullen, of Studio Painters’ Local
644, to Chicago and New York to assist
in organizing picket lines in those cities.
Cullen will also present FMPC charges of
“strike breaking” against the International
Alliance of Theatrical Stage Employes to
the AFL executive board in Cincinnati
early next week.
Another craft aligned itself in organized
form this week when the Society of Motion Picture Artists and Illustrators came
into being and announced plans to nego-

28

tiate for recognition by producers. R. F.
has been elected president, and bylaws are now being drawn up.
The Society of Motion Picture Film Editors, recently organized craft, has submitted its demands to Casey, with an executive board scheduled to be elected later in
the week. I. J. Wilkinson is temporary
chairman.

James

SAG

Plans

Changes

Present plans of the SAG,

following the

body’s recognition by producers, are to
incorporate minor changes in its JuniorSenior membership structure, with a proposed boost in dues for junior members to
take effect June 1 and a beginning of the
projected purge of extra rolls as called
for in the SAG-producer agreement, details of which were announced earlier in
the w’eek.
Principal points in the Guild contract
include:
Adjustment of wages and working conditions for contract players; guaranteed
minimum salary of $50 per week and other
adjustments for stock players; Guild conciliation and arbitration, and a written
contract, for freelance players; definite
minimum wage of $25 per day and other
adjustments for day players; a $35 daily
minimum for stunt men; $5.50 minimum.
Guild arbitration and NRA rules for
extras: and other specifications under a
ten-year contract with producers, during
which the Guild agrees not to strike unless the agreement is abrogated without
warning

by the producer-members.

Lesser Organizes
Radio Department
In keeping with the trend toward giving recognition to the allied relationship
of motion pictures and radio, a policy
adopted by several of the major studios,
Sol Lesser this week led the way for independent producers by announcing the organization of a radio department at Principal Pictures.
The bureau will be operated by Louis
Hyman, and has as its nucleus of radioscreen performers such Principal contract
players as Bobby Breen, Marion Claire,
Smith Ballew and Glenn Morris, whose
first radio work will be a twice-weekly national broadcast dealing with the adventures of Tarzan.
Hyman has assembled a staff of writers
including Gertrude Berg, Forrest Barnes
and Clay Osborne, all radio scripters, and
will attempt to coordinate radio-motion
picture talent activities.

Connie Boswell Cast
Connie Boswell draws a singing spot in
“Artists and Models” at Paramount, joining a musical crew including Martha Raye,
the Yacht Club Boys, Judy Canova, and
the orchestras of Andre Kostelanetz and
Louis Armstrong.

Standard Takes
Selznick Space
With a production schedule of eight pictures set for the first year. Standard Pictures Corp. has taken space at the Selznick-International Studios and announces
the starting date on its first feature,
“Deerslayer,” for June 1.
The newly formed organization, under
the direction of B. W. Richards, president,
and Lou O’Brasky, general sales manager,
has already arranged for its own distribution units in 10 of the 36 key cities, and
expects to have the remaining situations
ready to open within a month.
Well known stars and name directors
will be borrowed, said Richards, for the
first year’s productions.
In addition to “Deerslayer” the following
pictures were announced: “First Woman,”
“Daughter of Ramona,” “Big Business,”
“Argentine Take-Off,” “Night School,”
“Lone Star” and “Bet a Million.”
It is planned, according to Richards, to
sell each of the pictures individually, instead of on a bloc basis, as is the practice
among other firms.

EMANUEL

COHEN

TAGS

FOR "NIGHT''

Emanuel Cohen has signed E. A. DuPont,
who recently terminated his Paramount

DuPONT

contract, to direct “On Such a Night,” in
which Karen Morley, Alan Mowbray, Roscoe Karns, Eduardo Ciannelli and Mille
Monti will be featured.
DuPont will direct from the original by
Morley F. Cassidy, S. S. Field and John D.
Klorer, and the script by Doris Malloy and
W. R. Lipman.

Edward G. Robinson and Mike Roth,
midwest exploiteer for Columbia, discuss Robinson’s starring vehicle,
“Thunder in the City,’’ behind the
covers of Boxoffice aboard the Santa
Fe Chief at Kansas City. Roth gets a
few pointers from Robinson who plays
the role of a high-pressure salesman
in the British-made production released through Columbia. (Boxoffice
photo) .
BOXOFnCE
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General Drift to Color
Accepted in Film Circles
Jane Wyatt Settles
With Universal
Back on his old home lot, Richard Arlen visits the “Souls at Sea’’ set at
Paramount. Left to right, Gary Cooper, Arlen, George Raft (seated) and
Director Henry Hathaway. Arlen has
a top role in “Artists and

GOLDWYN
RETURNS

Models.”

SAMOA UNIT
WITH SCENES

A 46-day jaunt to the South Seas ended
this week when the “Hurricane” location
unit sent to Samoa by Samuel Goldwyn
returned to Hollywood bearing 140,000 feet
of film.
Headed by Location Director Stuart
Heisler and Percy Ikerd, unit production
manager, the troupe filmed a complete
record of native life, including traditional
feasts, religious and marital ceremonials.
Footage will serve as a background for
action now being shot at the Goldwyn
studio under John Ford’s direction, with
Jon Hail, Dorothy Lamour, Mary Astor
and others in the cast.

RAMON NOVARRO WILL
DO 3 FOR REPUBLIC
After an absence from the screen of several years, Ramon Novarro will resume his
acting career under the Republic banner.
He has signed for three pictures, the first
of which, “She Didn’t Want a Sheik” will
start immediately under the guidance of
Producer Herman Schlom.
The story is an original by Adele Buffington. No selection has been made for
the remaining two commitments on Novarro’s contract.

Tone Subs for Stewart
James

Stewart, who

was forced out of

“Vivacious Lady” at RKO Radio because
of illness, loses out on another assignment
at Metro, his home lot. Originally scheduled for a part in “Once There Was a
Lady,” the Luise Rainer starrer, he has
been replaced by Franchot Tone. Filming
starts June 1.

"Revels" Again Slated
RKO’s “Radio City Revels” has been

placed on the production schedule after
having been shelved for some time. Originally assigned to Jesse L. Lasky for production, studio heads have not decided
whether Lasky or P. J. Wolfson will handle production. Paul Yawitz is working on
the script.
BOXOFFICE
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A

mutual settlement of the actress’s contract out of court this week
terminated the suit brought against
Universal by Jane Wyatt for $13,000,
the amount which the player asserted was due her as guaranteed
advances on two pictures she was to
make for the company.
The studio declared that a compromise was effected through a partial payment of the guarantees, although the company had previously
prepared a defense on the grounds
that Miss Wyatt had been incapacitated because of the arrival of a
child. The actress left the lot this
week.

Riskin-Capra Idea
Provides Field Dai]
Film city dopesters were given a new
morsel to toy with this week when word
buzzed around the rumor lanes that Frank
Capra and Robert Riskin, Columbia’s ace
director-writer team, had decided to leave
the studio to form a production company
of their own.
With Capra out of the city and Riskin
on a European vacation, neither could be
contacted for affirmation or denial, and
studio spokesmen, either reluctant to talk
or uninformed on the matter, limited their
denials to an official statement that both
Capra and Riskin were under contract to
the company. Studio officials were, however, obviously loath to state when the
respective pacts were due to expire, giving
rise to the belief that the reports have
more basis in fact than do most rumors
about Hollywood and its production ramifications.
Columbia’s reluctance to comment either
way on the reported break is understandable in that Capra and Riskin are recognized as the studio mainstays, having collaborated in producing, directing and
scripting such Columbia successes as “It
Happened One Night,” “Theodore Goes
Wild,” “Lost Horizon,” and “Mr. Deeds
Goes to Town.”
"HARMONY" FOR VIOLA SHORES
RKO Radio has assigned Viola Brothers
Shore to script “Perfect Harmony” for
Edward Kaufman’s production unit.
Charles Boyer and Ginger Rogers have the
featured leads.

Perhaps the greatest single impetus toward the filming of feature pictures in
color came this week when Samuel Goldwyn announced that henceforth he will
make pictures only in Technicolor. Hir
statement has been accepted in film circles
as being the forerunner of similar statements from other major producing units
indicating the further disappearance of
black-and-white motion pictures from the
Hollywood scene.
Next

Three

in Color

“Within the past six months, color has
taken vast strides forward. Color no longer interferes with the telling of the story
which is the primary motif behind a motion picture,” Goldwyn declared in explanation of his decision to abandon blackand-white films. “Also, the new third color
is subdued and a happy adjunct to motion
picture making, as proved by ‘A Star Is
Born’ and the yet-unreleased ‘Vogues of
“There is no doubt that most of the
present big companies would utilize the
new color processes if there were suffi1938.’ cient equipment to care for them.
“I am announcing that I shall make
‘The Goldwyn Follies,’ my forthcoming
$2,000,000 musical, entirely in Technicolor;
‘The Real Glory,’ which has as its background Manila
Philippine
at the time
of and
the the
American
occu I~Jand'=
ation
and ‘You Can Be Beautiful,’ the beau y industry story in which I have decided to
star Gary Cooper with Merle Oberon.”
Slowed

by Equipment

Shortage

“I would gladly include ‘The Adventures of Marco Polo’,” Goldwyn’s statement continued, “but Dr. Herbert T. Kalmus, of Technicolor, frankly advises me
that they are yet unable to supply that
much equipment.
“Dr. Kalmus, however, plans to start
preparations immediately for cameras and
laboratories to handle the inevitable swing
of Hollywood almost completely — certain— toly incolor.
all major films within the next year
“When I made ‘Whoopee’ in 1929 with
a two-color process, I realized that it had
novelty value only. But in the past six
months, I have been completely convinced
that the third color now is an aid to picture making and the subtlety of the color
no longer hinders the story.
“Color pictures will not mean any
change in screen technique so far as I am
concerned. Instead it will merely join
sound and music as permanent and acceptable aids to screen story-telling.”

Boy Choristers Cast
St. Luke’s choristers, consisting of 68
boy singers, will appear in “Make a Wish,”
the forthcoming Bobby Breen starrer
which Principal is making for RKO Radio
release. They were spotted also in “Rainbow on the River.”
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HITLER FILM AGAIN IN LIMEUGHT
A1 Rosen Forms New Firm
to Produce Controversial
'"Mad Dog of Europe"
The

“Mad Dog of Europe” has re-entered the limelight to disturb the tranquillity of Hollywood’s production policy
again, with the announcement by A1 Rosen
of the formation of New Era Productions,
Inc,, to start shooting early next fall on
the film which has raised such a storm of
controversy in film circles ever since the
first announcements of its preparation
were made by Rosen and his associates in
1933.
Through

Welter

of Litigation

Behind the current plans for early production lie a welter of lawsuits, rebuffs and
difficulties which, Rosen declares, have beset him ever since he conceived of the
story four years ago and planned its production as a “cavalcade of the German
people, from 1914 until the present time,”
according to his own description.
New Era was organized last April, and
Rosen, who has not yet set a deal for
studio space nor for production names on
the film, is currently selling shares in the
$240,000 capitalization of the company to
obtain sufficient financial backing for the
film-making venture.
Recites

Difficulties

In 1934, after Rosen had spent eight
months in Europe in research work, he
declared, he returned to this country with
almost 4,000 feet of film depicting scenes
in German concentration camps, street
riots and other activities in that country,
purchased from newsreel companies there
and brought into the United States. These
shots were to form the nucleus of the
screenplay on which Sam Jaffe, once a
Paramount executive, Herman Mankiewicz,
screen writer, and Linn Root, also a scenarist, collaborated.
It was

at this point that Rosen, according to his statement, met his first
stumbling-block. The films were confiscated at the port of New York, he alleges,
by A1 Cohn, port collector, and it was
only through the threat of a writ of mandate against him after the treasury department had ordered the reels released
to Rosen that they were returned to
Rosen’s possession.
“Prom this time on,” Rosen
office

this week,

“I was

made

zance of Rosen’s renewed efforts to produce the film is problematical. Rosen declared, however, that even though further
obstacles are placed in his path he is determined to carry out his plans for the
production of the picture at this time.
The plot of “Mad Dog of Europe” deals
with the changes in Germany during and
after the World War, painting a picture
of Hitler’s rise to power and the effects of
his government on the people of that nation. Rosen has prepared a synopsized version of the story in folder form which is
being distributed to independent exhibitors.
Directors of New Era Productions include
Samuel Gach, president, also president of
the city board of health commissioners of
Los Angeles and publisher of the Jewish
Voice; John J. Boland, vice-president, a
film director; Dr. Eugene N. Rosenberg,
treasurer, rabbi of Temple Beth-el of Hollywood and in the insurance business; J.
Frederick Rosen, secretary, an attorney,
and Franklin B. MacCarthy, assistant secretary, also an attorney.
An $80,000 production budget has been
set up, and legitimate stage Thespians will
be recruited for the principal roles, Rosen
declares.

RAY KATZ HEADS NEW
SCHLESINGER UNIT
With a heavy 1938 production schedule
including 36 short subjects getting underway, Leon Schlesinger, producer of the
“Merrie Melodie” and “Looney Tune” cartoons for Warner, has organized a fourth
unit. The new studio is located at 9713
Santa Monica Blvd., with Raymond G.
Katz, formerly an assistant at Schlesinger’s Sunset plant, set to supervise.
Katz and a staff of 35 will turn out 10
“Looney Tunes” in black-and-white, while
the Sunset unit will deliver 20 “Merrie
Melodies” in Technicolor and six “Looney

"COURAGEOUS" WILL
NOT JUMP ROADSHOW
Refuting reports that “Captains Courageous” would be made available to exhibitors throughout the country prior to the
completion of its roadshow bookings, Metro this week announced that the Rudyard
Kipling story would be withheld from general release until the season after its roadshow engagements.
The financial success of the policy as
recorded in previous two-a-day bookings
of Metro films caused the studio to continue the policy, begun when “The Great
Ziegfeld,” which opened at the Carthay
Circle Theatre in Los Angeles April 15.
1936, and closed July 26, was not given a
downtown showing until November 4.
“Romeo and Juliet” opened September 30
and closed November 15, but was not to be
given a regular showing until this week,
when it was due to move into Loew’s State
and Grauman’s Chinese.

Set "Hoosier Schoolboy"

■William Nigh will direct “The Hoosier
Schoolboy” for Monogram, which Ken
Goldsmith will produce. Mickey Rooney,
on loan from Metro, has the title role.
Robert Lee Johnson adapted the script
from the novel by Edward Eggleston.
Shooting will start early this week.

Start Jungle Serial
Columbia

started production

last week

on the 15-chapter serial, “Jungle Menace,”
in which Frank Buck has the starring role.
George Melford is directing, with Louis
Weiss producing. Supporting Buck are
Reginald
Denny, Esther Ralston and William Bakewell.
TO RKO WRITER STAFF
Richard English has joined the RKO
Radio writing staff.

Tunes.”

told Boxthe

focal

point of the attentions of scores of influential persons in the motion picture business, who all told me that although such
a picture would undoubtedly make money
it would jeopardize the German market
to such an extent that its making would

be inadvisable.”
When Rosen launched preparations in
1934 to shoot the film, he declared, his
contract for rental space with Talisman
Studios was broken. At that time he,
through his brother Joseph Rosen, an attorney, filed suit against Will H. Hays and
the producers’ association alleging interference and conspiracy.
Whether individuals in high places in
Hollywood are taking or will take cogni-
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Visiting the United Artists studios in Hollyioood is Charles Munro, managing director of Hoyt's Theatres in Australia, accompanied by his wife and
two daughters. In the center is Samuel Goldwyn arid on the extreme right
Arthur W. Kelly, vice-president of U A in charge of foreign sales.
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"RIVIERA" PROVIDES
HOPE HAMPTON ROLE
Hope Hampton, star of the silent screen
a dozen years ago, will make her film return in a featured role in “Riviera” at
Universal, having been signed to a term
contract by Charles Rogers. Miss Hampton has been singing with the Chicago
Civic Opera and in concert engagements.
B. G. DeSylva will produce “Riviera,”
based on the Earl Derr Biggers novel,
“Love Insurance,” with filming to start in
August. Jerome Kern and Dorothy Fields
are doing the music and lyrics.

LONG-TIME TERMER
TO FRED MacMURRAY
Fred MacMurray has signed a new seven-year contract with Paramount, and
goes into “True Confession” as his next
assignment, opposite Carole Lombard. Wesley Ruggles will direct.
MacMurray has appeared in 14 pictures
since he signed his first contract with the
studio in 1934. The new agreement is a
straight deal in three optional periods of
two years each, with an additional optional year.

FIRST PRODUCTION IN
ENGLAND FOR FIELDS
A sudden switch in production plans has
caused 20th Century-Fox to announce that
Grade Fields’ first picture for the company will be filmed in England instead of
in Hollywood. Monte Banks will direct the
English comedienne’s vehicle, with Sam
Engels going abroad to act as associate
producer. An English cast will be augmented by Hollywood players.

Surveying
Studios' Use
of Radio
The amount of radio transmitting
and receiving equipment owned by
the major studios and the extent to
which it is used for communication
between the studios and location
units will be determined in the course
of a survey just launched by the
Academy Research Council’s committee on short wave radio communication.
Information will also be assembled on the number of location trips
to which companies have been sent
by the studios during the past year.
The committee intends to formulate
plans for obtaining maximum benefit from the use of radio communication between the studios and units
working on locations where no other
communication is available.
Committee members include E. H.
Hansen, John Aalberg, Ellis Gray,
Lorin Grignon, John Hilliard, Burton F. Miller, Gordon Sawyer, Stewart Wainwright and Gordon S.
Mitchell.

BOXOFnCE
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Metro Radio Show Over
Major Network bij Fall
STRIKE ECHOES

AFAR

Hollywood Percenters Halt
Palestine Fund Meet
Even far-off Palestine is destined to feel
the repercussions of Hollywood’s current
motion picture strikes and all the turmoil
that has been surrounding the efforts of
various studio crafts to gain recognition.
This unfortunate circumstance came to
light this week after Agent M. C. Levee
had announced that he would be host at
a meeting of certain members of his craft
at the Hillcrest Country Club at which
plans would be made for funds for
relief of Palestinians. The fact, however,
that the Screen Actors Guild, after obtaining producer recognition for its members,
is reported to have turned its attentions
toward establishing a Guild franchise for
agents, provided excellent fodder for Hollywood’s dopesters when the Levee meeting
was called, with reports being spread that
the percenters were getting together in an
effort to head off the proposed Guild
moves, using the philanthropic discussion
as a blind.
To show, however, that the suffering and
privation in Palestine is close to his heart
and that the fund drive topic was really
to be discussed. Levee this week called off
the meeting, rather than “have the wrong
interpretation placed upon it,” according
to one of his spokesmen.

Sound Technicians
Propose Revisions
Proposed new standards for sound track
dimensions and placement on film were
discussed when major studio sound department heads and representatives of the
sound equipment companies met early this
week under the auspices of the Research
Council of the Academy of Motion Picture
Arts and Sciences.
Sound directors are utilizing the facilities of the Research Council to prepare
standards in advance to which new equipment may be manufactured. Such procedure, in contrast to old hit-or-miss
methods, results in a considerable economy to the industry by making certain in
advance that all push-pull film recorded
by all companies will reproduce properly
on all theatre equipment.
Attending the conference were John
Aalberg, E. H. Hansen, Nathan Levinson
Franklin Hansen, Thomas Moulton, John
Livadary, Douglas Shearer, Homer G. Tasker, K. F. Morgan, J. G. Frayne, Barton
Kreuzer, Wallace Wolf and Gordon S.
Mitchell.

Exhibitors who have been complaining
about the steady drift of motion picture
personages into radio work were this week
furnished with a substantial morsel to
sink their teeth into when it became
known that Metro, which has long held
out against broadcast tieups of any sort,
has capitulated, and that a “Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer-on-the-Air” program has been
set to go out over the ether next fall.
The announcement, unconfirmable at
the studio, emanated from the Hollywood
offices of the William Morris agency, into
whose hands the details of the venture
have been placed.
With Louis K. Sidney, who handles Station WHN in New York for Loew’s, Inc.,
at the guiding helm, the show will comprise a lineup of all Metro talent with one
or two exceptions, using a studio orchestra
and director, and appearances by Metro
players selected according to the material
being used each week.
No

Peak-Hour

Rivalry

The sting has been taken out, so far as
exhibitors are concerned, as nearly as possible through plans to time the airings in
such a way that there can be no interference with theatre attendance at peak
hours — long one of the lustiest showman
complaints against such broadcasts. Preview broadcasts of forthcoming pictures
will also be handled by Sidney with a minimum of harm to the films’ boxoffice
values.
Future broadcasting by any Metro player, after his present radio commitments
have terminated, will be handled exclusively by the studio, eliminating guest appearances on other programs and bringing
Metro into the fold of motion picture
makers which have established radio
bureaus.
New

Wanger

Transcription

Other indications of continued interest
by producers in radio tieups as evidenced
this week included plans by Walter Wanger to produce a new type of radio transcription to ballyhoo his “Vogues of 1938.”
Construction work on the new Columbia
Broadcasting System studio at Sunset and
Gower came to a temporary halt last week
when a strike of truck drivers and shovel
runners was called by the Los Angeles
Building Trades Council as a protest
against the asserted anti-union feeling of
William Simpson, president of the construction company in charge of the CBS
structure. Donald Thornburgh, western
head of CBS, has asked Simpson to accede
to union demands, and an early settlement,
probably before the end of the week, was
expected. The studio must be completed
and ready for occupancy by November 15.
While work on the CBS studio was at
a standstill, however, Victor Dalton, owner
(Continued on page 34)
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Directors Guild Bids for
Recognition bg Producers
With screen writers obtaining producer
recognition some months ago through the
organization and acceptance of the Screen
Playwrights, Inc., and with actors through
the Screen Actors Guild only last week
winning their fight for a guild shop, a
third important branch of the motion picture industry came to life this week and
took preliminary steps toward gaining
recognition of their craft by Hollywood
producers.
Meeting early this week, the Screen Directors Guild, which had been inactive
since its annual huddle a year ago, outlined plans for a basic working agreement
to be submitted to Pat Casey, representing
the producers, for negotiation under the
Wagner collective bargaining act.
The group also elected officers for the
coming year, naming King Vidor president,
Lewis Milestone first vice-president, Frank
Tuttle second vice-president, Richard Wallace secretary and John Ford treasurer.
Members of the SDG board of directors
include Herbert Biberman, John Cromwell,
Howard Hawks, Wesley Ruggles, Rouben
Mamoulian, William A. Wellman, A. Edward Sutherland, H. Bruce Humberstone,
Gregory La Cava and Phil Rosen.
Demands to producers will be submitted
when an agreement as to working conditions and other adjustments has been
reached among Guild members.

LUBITSCH

MAY

TAKE

ROLE IN "BUCCANEER''

Ernst Lubitsch will return to his old
love — acting — if tentative plans can be
worked out. The Paramount director and
Cecil B. DeMille have been conferring as
to the possibility of Lubitsch playing the
part of Napoleon in DeMille’s production
of “The Buccaneer,” and Lubitsch will
take the role if he can finish his current
picture, “Angel,” in time. It will be Lubitsch’s first screen appearance since “One
Arabian Night.”

UNIVERSAL

R.
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H. COCHKANK
President of
Universal

,1. f'HKEVKK
COWDIN
Chairman
of the
Board

HOLLYWOOD LOOKS TO
MORE SALES MEETINGS
With three of the scheduled film sales
conventions to be held this year in Hollywood already down the river, the film capital’s attention is turning to the remaining confabs, all to be staged here within
the next few weeks.
Next one up is the national sales meeting of 20th Century-Fox, which begins
May 31 at the Ambassador Hotel, with
every unit of the organization in attendance. Domestic distribution forces, theatre holding corporations and overseas corporations will be represented at the affair,
for which plans are now in process at the
studio.
ranged. A five-day program is being arColumbia

R. H. Cochrane, left, Universal president, and Budd Rogers, member of the
hoard of directors, are greeted by
Charles Rogers, vice-president in
charge of production, as the special
convention train pulls into Hollywood.

UA Directors Talk
on Production, Sales
Discussion and revision of production
plans of individual United Artists producers and settlement of tentative arrangements for the company’s annual sales and
distribution conferences are being discussed this week by members of the UA board
of directors under the chairmanship of
Dr. A. H. Giannini, president of the corporation.
Alexander Korda, UA producer in London, made the trip to Hollywood for the
conferences, and Samuel Goldwyn, David
O. Selznick, Walter Wanger, and other
UA executives are attending the stockholders’ meetings, due to terminate early
next week.

EXECUTIVES

J.

K. GRAINGER
General Sales
Manag:er

Selects

Coast

Columbia, last major hold-out in the
announcement of its convention plans,
capitulated to Hollywood this week and
announced that its sales sessions would
be held here at the Ambassador Hotel beginning June 21. The decision was reached
by President Harry Cohn after conferences
with Abe Montague, general sales manager,
and Jack Cohn, Columbia vice-president.
Two hundred and fifty sales representatives from the United States and Canada
will attend the three-day meeting.
Republic follows on 20th Century-Fox’s
heels by bringing its sales representatives
here for a three-day session beginning
June 1. Homeoffice and studio executives
will meet at the Roosevelt Hotel for the
huddles, which will bring all franchise
holders to the coast for the first time. A
western regional sales confab will be held
in San Francisco two weeks later.
Plan

Entertainment

Various studio representatives are laying
plans for the entertainment of their respective delegates when Paramount holds
its convention at the Ambassador Hotel
June 10-13; RKO Radio welcoming its
sales force June 16 and Gaumont British
holding a regional sales meeting here at
an indefinite date to wind up Hollywood’s
quota of visiting firemen.

Schubert Assigned
Bernard

Schubert

will collaborate with

Gertrude Berg on the screenplay of “Make
a Wish,” Bobby Breen starrer at Principal.
A1 Boasberg is doing comedy interludes
for the script. Filming begins late this
month with Kurt Neumann directing.

AT SALES CONVENTION

P. D. COCHRANE
Direetor Advertising
and Ihibllcity

EDWARD
BONNS
Short Manager
Subject Sales

E.
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TWO LOEW RELEASES
THROUGH COLUMBIA

Kalmus Foresees Definite

David L. Loew has signed a releasing
deal with Columbia for two Joe E. Brown
starrers on the 1937-38 schedule, to take
effect following completion of the third
Brown starrer, as yet untitled, for RKO
Radio release.

Swing to Color Pictures

Shooting on the final film in Loew’s trio
for RKO Radio starts June 7, with Edward
Sedgwick directing, with the Columbia
agreement providing for one Brown picture in the late fall and the second early
next spring.
Loew retains his independent producing
setup, with his own unit and his own financing, and Columbia figures only in releasing the Brown comedies. The producer
will remain on the Selznick International
lot.
The second Brown picture for RKO

New

Wallace Beery (left) is one of the hosts
to General Charles G. Dawes, former
vice-president of the United States,
when Dawes visits the Metro studios as
a member of the Chicago Association
of Commerce. Louis B. Mayer (right)
guested the Chicago visitors at a luncheon at the studio commissary.

LEICHTER ANNOUNCES
TEN RELEASE OUTLETS
Upon his return from a tour of the key
cities of the United States, Mitchell Leichter, vice-president in charge of production
for Advance Pictures, announced that he
had secured the following independent releases: Foreign-Guaranteed Pictures, New
York; Sam Decker, Detroit; Charles Tarbox, Buffalo; Lou Lefton, Pittsburgh; Bissell and Lineham, Cleveland; Lee Goldberg, Cincinnati; E. York Elliott, Minneapolis; James Jovany, Chicago; Pop Korson Philadelphia, and B. O. Millward,
Seattle.

New

York — Joe

E.

Brown,

after

sever-

ing connections with Warner less than a
year ago to become an RKO star, will become affiliated with a third distributor in
1937-38, his producer, David L. Loew, having signed with Columbia for two pictures
starring the comedian on its 1937-38 program.
JONES

BACK

AT

WORK

Returning to work after a year’s illness,
Paul Jones has been assigned to produce
the next W. C. Fields picture at Paramount.

GRAND

E. E. AEPEKSON
President of Grand
National
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Playwrights Elect
Director Board
The Screen Playwrights, Inc., met this
week at the home of Grover Jones to elect
its new board of directors and were to
gather later in the week to choose officers
for the coming year.
Jones, Rupert Hughes, Bert Kalmar,
Walter DeLeon, William Conselman, John
Lee Mahin, Waldemar Young, Howard Emmett Rogers, Frank Butler and Bess Meredyth were selected to fill the board spots.
From 30 applications for membership in
the SP, the following new members were
also accepted at the meeting;
Malcolm Stuart Boylan, Jack O’Donnell,
Morris Markey, George Harmon Coxe,
Gene Towne, Graham Baker, Winston
Miller, Warren Groat, Monckton Hoffe,
John Meehan and Kyrill de Shismareff.

NATIONAL

EDWAKD
PESKAY
General Sales
Manager
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of

the

“Important”

Radio, “Riding on Air,” is in the process
of editing. “When’s Your Birthday?” the
first, was released some time ago.

Brown to Columbia

York — Some

“more

impor-

ant” producers are “very near” the point
of following Samuel Goldwyn’s lead in discarding black and white films for color
production. Dr. Herbert T. Kalmus, president of Technicolor, declared this week in
speaking with United Artists officials by
overseas telephone from the S. S. Europa,
bound for London.

EXECUTIVES

SOE EDWARDS
Eastern Sales
Manager

Move

Dr. Kalmus characterized Goldwyn’s
move as “the most important decision
reached by a prominent producer in many
years.” He said he felt certain that many
important producers would follow Goldwyn’s lead.
Dr. Kalmus did not, however, believe
that the film companies would change to
color “all at once.” “But it will come before very long,” he predicted.
“England will follow, I’m sure,” Dr. Kalmus went on. “British producers have been
going through a difficult time and as they
come out of it they will go into color and,
in my

opinion, substantially.”
Commitments

Top-Heavy

He said that commitments already made
by Technicolor made it impossible for the
company to contract for any more color
work until fall. By that time, he said.
Technicolor will be in a position to handle
all of Goldwyn’s productions on his 193738 program.
Geo. J. Schaefer, United Artists general
manager, this week expressed the belief
that “motion pictures in natural color will
inevitably have the same revolutionary
effect in the amusement world as the
introduction of sound some nine years

Extra "Tarzan" Role

Glenn Morris has wangled a separate
deal with Metro to appear in a Pete Smith
short demonstrating his athletic ability.
The chore is outside of his Sol Lesser conago.”
tract, for whom he will star in a series
of Tarzan adventure pictures. Fred Rinaldo and Robert Lee are scripting.

AT SALES

CONVENTION

JAMES
WINN
Western
Sales
Manager

EDWAKD
FINNEY
Director Advertising
and Publicity
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Color Via Regular Camera
Is Film Engineers Topic
Development of a new color process
which, when and if perfected, will enable
producers to film their pictures in color
with regular camera equipment, will be
discussed in a paper to be read when the
Society of Motion Picture Engineers meets
here next week for its annual spring convention.
Based on a reversal process, the new
system will not require the use of speciallybuilt cameras which are necessary under
present methods of color photography, according to the paper, and differs chiefly
because the color will be imposed on the
negative and photographed through chemical reaction. Under present processes the
color-forming substances are added to the
developing solution, whereas in the new
method these substances will be on the
negative, being incorporated in the emulsions themselves.
Three different color images are superimposed to form a single color picture.
The experiments have been conducted
over a period of four to five years by the
Afga-Ansco Corp., of New York, a representative of which company will present
the paper.
Three-Color

Positive

The negative film can be used in any
camera, and its development produces a
three-color positive. The company is now
experimenting to discover a method of producing additional positives from the negative, before which discovery the system
is of dubious practicality, and Afga-Ansco
reports progress along this line, although
the process will not be introduced to the
industry probably for a year or more.
The SMPE will hear other reports on
the progress of research and development
of motion picture equipment and techniques during the four day session beginning May 24 at the Hollywood-Roosevelt
Hotel. Studio sessions and demonstrations,
technical symposiums and a semi-annual
banquet will complete the program.
G. Gaudio, Academy cinematographic
award winner last year, is scheduled to

Metro on Air
(Continued

from page 31)

of Station KMTR, placed his stamp of
approval on sketches for his new radio
center at Cahuenga and Romaine and intimated that construction would get under
way early next week. The station is now
occupying temporary quarters.
Continues

Television

Tests

The

Don Lee-Mutual network is continuing its experiments with the perfection
of television broadcasting, as indicated by
two demonstrations made during the week.
Pacific Coast Electricians in their annual
convention were entertained with a discussion and demonstration by Harry Lubcke, director of sight-and-sound broadcasting for Don Lee, and a private showing of the foreign trade film, “Commerce
Around the Coffee Cups,” sent out over
KHJ and W6XAO, was witnessed by Department of Commerce officials. Lubcke
was host and demonstrator.
Shifts in radio personnel were plentiful
during the week. Douglas Evans replaced
Tommy Hanlon as chief announcer for
Stations KFI-KECA, while Hanlon joined
the CBS; Reid Kilpatrick has joined the
KEHE announcing staff; Dolores Ehlers,
publicity director at KMTR, has transferred to the downtown sales office, and
was replaced by Loretta Correnson; Bill
Price moved into the KEHE accounting
department, replacing Percy Erasmus; and
CBS dropped three from that company’s
payroll — Jack Carter, announcer. Jack
Turney, assistant purchasing agent, and
Sam Siegel, in the news bureau. No replacements have been announced.

MAJOR SLATES START
OF NEXT LLOYD FILM
Production on Harold Lloyd’s next picture, “Professor Beware,” has been scheduled to start in about five weeks at the
Major Pictures lot. Jack Cunningham has
completed the screenplay of the original
by Francis and Marian Cockrell and shooting will begin soon on a new sound stage
now being constructed.
No supporting players have been cast yet.
When completed, the film will be released
by Paramount.

VISIT TO EUROPE IS
SLATED FOR GOETZ
A six-week European jaunt will be on
schedule for William Goetz, vice-president
of 20th Century-Fox and assistant to
Darryl Zanuck, when he leaves June 10.
He will combine business with pleasure,
conferring in England with Robert Kane,
20th Century-Fox producer there, and will
make arrangements for the Grade Fields
production to be made in England.
Goetz will also arrange for the transfer
to Hollywood of Annabella, French star
recently signed by the company.

Signs Radio Singer
Paramount has signed Niela Goodelle,
orchestra vocalist and concert pianist who
made here radio debut with A1 Jolson.
Miss Goodelle, who has been in the Ziegfeld Follies and other stage shows, starred
in a national network show. No picture
assignment has been made.

New GN Series
Production

of four action pictures based

on the radio and fiction character, “Renfrew of the Mounted,” authored by Laurie
York Erskine, will be handled by A1 Herman for Grand National, which acquired
rights to the stories some time ago.
MOFFITT

ASSIGNED

John C.
will script “Gambler’s
Maxim”
for Moffitt
Paramount.

talk on “A New Viewpoint on the Lighting
of Motion Pictures” at one of the sessions,
while O. O. Ceccaraini will lecture on
‘‘Color Print Processes” and H. Joachim
will review ‘‘Twenty Years’ Development
in High Frequency Cameras.” Other meetings with west coast technical experts are
on the schedule.

PRODUCTION
ON

BEGINS

"RAW

TIMBER"

Production started this week on ‘‘Raw
Timber,” final film in Crescent’s current
series of historical dramas starring Tom
Keene, with Ray Taylor directing. Bennett Cohen and John T. Neville scripted,
and Peggy Keys, Rafael Bennett, Robert
Fiske, John Rutherford and Lee Phelps
are in the supporting cast. E. B. Derr is
producing.
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England's cricket team pauses in Hollywood on the way home from a season
of competition in Australia to watch a production scene from “The Prisoner
of Zenda" at Selznick International. Ronald Colman, C. Aubrey Smith, David
Niven and other Englishmen in the cast formed a welcoming committee for
the athletes.
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Harold Hurley, Paramount production
executive, was to report back to the studio early this week after a four-week vacation in Honolulu.

several days and
Barbara.

go up to Santa

k

Mary Pickford was hostess May 22 at a
lawn party at Pickfair, given under the
auspices of Phi Beta, national professional
sorority. Anita Louise and Eloise Spann
appeared on the program, proceeds from
which went to the sorority’s scholarship

•k

*

then

Darrel Ware left for Mexico City on a
six-week vacation from his writing job at
20th Century-Fox.

k

fund.

M. C. Levee was to entertain agents this
week at a dinner at the Hillcrest Country
Club. The Palestine fund drive was to be
discussed.

Howard

Davis,

Paramount

carpenter,

topped the record crowd of 237 divot diggers who toured the Altadena Country
Club in the Paramount studio golf tournament Sunday, May 16, with a low gross
of 75. John Jennings, non-contestant,
parred the course with a 71, the only player
to turn in a better score than Davis.
★

*

George Hirliman and Eleanor Hunt have
planed east for a week’s vacation in New
York.
★

Mrs. Dorothy Reid was due in this week
from her location trip to Samoa, where
she has been with a camera crew for the
past two months.
*

Hollywood’s B’nai B’rith lodge held its
third annual charity midnight show at the
Carthay Circle Theatre last week with Dick
Powell as master of ceremonies. Furnishing entertainment were Leslie Howard,
George Jessel, Henry Fonda, Dick Foran,
Borrah Minnevitch, Olivia de Havilland,
Joan Blondell and Sally Filers.
k

Betty Furness is in New York
three weeks with her mother.

Hollywood

late this month

for Sing-

apore.

*

Paramount’s vice-president in charge of
sales and distribution, Neil Agnew, came
into Hollywood last week from Hawaii. He
will go on to New York this week, but
will return for the company conventions
June 10.
k

Edwin Knopf, Metro story editor, has
cabled the studio that he will return from
his European jaunt June 1.

Walter Plunkett has returned to Selznick International after a trip through the
southern states in search of background
material.
*

Joe E. Brown arrived in Hollywood early
this week from the east and is preparing
to start loork in his next film assignment.

G. C. Pratt, vice-president of Erpi and
his wife left for the east this week to sail
for England. They will be away from Hollywood about two months.
*
Headed by Mrs. Gladys Mooney of New
York, national president of the Ladies’
Auxiliary of the Veterans of Foreign Wars,
a delegation from that organization was
guested at Paramount this week, with Marlene Dietrich acting as studio hostess.
k

Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Hornblow (Myrna
Loy) returned this week from a New York
vacation.
*

*

★
A visitor at Metro this week was Marian
Hill, secretary of the Film Board of Trade
of Indianapolis.
*

Neil Agnew, Paramount’s vice-president
and sales chief, left for New York this
week.

York

Sam Bischoff has returned to his Warner post after a Hawaiian vacation.
★
His three-week New York vacation ended, Brian Foy is back at work at Warners.
*

Paramount studio’s Bowling Club will
celebrate the completion of its current
tournament with a dinner at the Mayfair
Hotel, June 13. Ben Blue will act as master of ceremonies, with Gene Hornbostel
in charge of arrangements.

k

When Sol Wurtzel docked at San Francisco this week after his Honolulu vacation,
he was met at the Golden Gate harbor by
John Stone, 20th Century -Fox associate
producer.
k

Gertrude Berg is back from a New
trip.

Accompanied by Jack Ross, Carl Laemmle plans a two-month European vacation.
He leaves May 28.

*

Madge Evans left this week for a short
vacation at Arrowhead.

k

22, 1937.

Dietz, Metro’s publicity and advertising chief, left for New York with
Mrs. Dietz early last week .

*

When the Japanese Davis Cup tennis
team visited Metro last week, Clark Gable
was their host on the set.

:: May

“Booloo” for Paramount. Tapley will
be the only white man in the cast,
furnishing the atmosphere. With a
technical crew, they are due to leave

Howard

to spend

★

BOXOFFICE

Clyde Elliott, left, and Colin Tapley
select the guns they will require on
their expedition to the Malayan jungle,
where Elliott will produce and direct

William Fox is in town conferring on
his property holdings. He will remain

STORY

BUYS

Wanger
liought
“The Illusionist”
as
a Walter
tentative
CharleshasBoyer
vehicle.
It is a play
by Sascha Guitry.
Motion
pictures rights to “Henrietta’s Big
Night,” original by Edwin
Balmer, have been
purchased by Marion Gering, Columbia director
Fanchon
adventure
Sammy”
storie.s.

Royer

has

purchased

storie.s by Geoige
and
the
“Mr.

two

series

of

F. Worts — “Singapore
Hazeltine”
detective
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S)n I he Alakln^^
THREE
ON
A
LATCHKEY
(RKO) — with Gene
Raymond,
Harriet Hilliard, Joe Penner, Victor
Moore. Helen Broderick. Eric Blore, Parkyakarkus. Producer: Edward
Kaufman.
Director:
William Seiter. Original: Joseph Santley.

%

AVILD

PREPARING
ADVENTUROUS
Farrell, Barton

BUONDE
MacLane,

(WB)— with
Glenda
Robert Barrat, Anne

Nagel. Hugh O’Connell, Tom
Kennedy.
CAPRICE
(M-G-M) — Producer:
Lou
Ostrow.
Screenplay: H. W. Haneman.
COLLEGE
SWING
(Para) — Producer:
Harlan
Thompson.
FALL
GUYS
(RKO) — with Bert Wheeler, Robert
Woolsey. Producer: Lee Marcus. Original: Victor Mapes. Screenplay: Benny Rubin.
FOOD
FOR
SCANDAL
(WB) — with Carole Lombard. Fernand Gravet. Producer: Mervyn
LeRoy. Director: Mervvn LeRoy.
LOVE
ME
AGAIN
(GN) — with Grace Moore. Director: Victor Schertzinger. Original: Victor
Schertzinger. Screenplay: John Francis Larkin.
I..OVERS ON
PAROLE
(Col) — with Francis Lederer. Madeleine Carroll. Director: Elliot Nugent.
PAINTER
IN THE
SKY
(GN)— Producer : Richard
A. Rowland.
Original: Allen Vaughan
Elston.
Screenplay: Betty Laidlaw, Robert Lively.
PIGSKIN
PARADE
OF 1937 (20th-Fox)— Producer:
Harold
Wilson.
Director: George
Marshall.
Original: Don Ettlinger, Karl Tunberg.
PORTRAIT
OF A L.\DY AVITH RED
HAIR
(WB)
— with Kay Francis. Original: Palma Wayne.
PUZZLE
FOR
FOOLS
(RKO)— Producer: Pandro
S. Berman.
Original: Patrick Quentin. Screenplay: Mortimer Offnor.
ROLVNCE
TO THE
RESCUE
(RKO)— with John*
Beal, Constance Worth.
Original: Joseph Hoffman.
RAGE
OF PARIS
(Univ) — with Danielle Darrieux.
Producer: Buddy de Sylva.
SERGEANT
MURPHY
(WB)— with Ronald Reagan. Ann Sheridan. Beverly Roberts.
SOPHISTICATED
LADY
(Imperial)— Original :
Robert E. Cohen.
TELL
IT TO
THE
MARINES
(M-G-M)— with
Spencer Tracy, Jean
Harlow, Robert Taylor.
Producer: James
K. McGuinness.
Screenplay:
Morris Markey, Robert Hopkins.
THEY

DIDN’T
WANT
bara Stanwyck.

TONIGHT
Presnell.

W'E

LAUGH

LOVE

(RKO)— with

Bar-

(Univ)— Producer : Robert

WESTERN
GOLD
( 20th-Fox)— with
Producer: Sol Lesser. Original:

Smith Ballew.
Zane Grey.

AND
AVOOLLY
(20th-Fox)— with Jane Withers, Walter Brennan,
Jackie Searl, Douglas
Scott, Alfalfa, Berton Churchill, Pauline Moore,
Robert Wilcox, Douglas Fowley, Lon Chaney jr.,
Frank Melton. Producer: John Stone. Director:
Alfred Werker.
Screenplay: Lynn Root. Frank
Fenton.

WELL ALONG
.VLt'ATRAZ
ISLAND
(WB) — with John Litel, Ann
Sheridan, Dick Purcell. Mary
Maguire, George
E. Stone, Addison Richards, (Gordon Oliver, William Hopper. Director: William McGann.
ANYTHING
FOR
A
THRILL
(Condor)— with
Frankie Darro, Kane Richmond, June Johnson,
Bob Cortman, Charles Dorety, Ben Hall, Charles
MacAvoy, Arthur Van Slyke, Ed Hearn, Elmer
Jerome, Johnston White, Ann Evers. Producer:
O’Donnell.
Maurice Conn. Screenplay: Juan Mertz, Joseph
.ARTISTS AND MODELS
(Para) — with Jack Benny,
Gail Patrick, Ida Lupino, Richard Arlen, Ben
Blue, Jerry Bergen. Cecil Cunningham.
Blanca
Vischer. Donald Meek, Nick Lukats, Elsa Connor, Virginia Brissac, Pat Moran, Jane Weir,
Hedda
Hopper, David
Newell, Ethel Clayton,
Peter Arno, John LaGatta, Kathryn Kay. Jack
Doley.
Producer:
Lewis
Gensler.
Director:
Raoul Walsh.
BIvACK
ACES
(Univ) — with Buck
Jones, Kay
Linaker, Fred Mackaye, Robert Frazer, Arthur
Van Slyke. Producer: Buck Jones. Director: Les
Selander. Original: Stephen Payne. Screenplay:
Frances Guihan.
BORN
RECKLESS
(20th-Fox) — with Barton MacLane. Rochelle Hudson, Brian Donlevy, Chick
Chandler, William Pawley. Robert Kent. Pauline
Moore, Phyllis Brooks, Harry Carey, Eddie Dunii,
Billy Wa>Tie. Producer: Milton Field. Director:
Malcolm St. Clair. Original: Jack Andrews.
CALIFORNIAN
(20th-Fox)— with Ricardo Cortez.
Katherine de Mille, Marjorie Weaver, Fred Kohler, Pierre Watkin, Helen Holmes, George Regas, Gene Reynolds, James
Finlayson. Steve
Clemento,
Morgan
Wallace.
Maurice
Black,
Nigel

DeBrulier, Monte Montague, Morgan Wallace, Producer: Sol Lesser. Director: Gus Meins.

Original: Harold Bell Wright.
bert Wright, Gordon Newell.

STARTING
CASSIDY
OF BAR
20 (Para) — with William Boyd,
George Hayes, Russell Hayden. Producer: Harry
Sherman. Original: Clarence E. Mulford. Screenplay: Norman Houston.
DANGER— LOVE
AT
AVORK
(20th-Fox) — with
Simone Simon. Jack Haley, J. Edward
Bromberg,
John Carradine, Margaret Seddon. Margaret McWade, Edward
Everett Horton. Producer: Harold Wilson. Director: Dr. Otto Ludwig Preminger. Original: James Edward
Grant.
GENERAL
HOSPITAL
(M-G-M) — with Franchot
Tone, Virginia Bruce, Janet Beecher, G. Pat Collins, Edward Norris. Maureen
O’Sullivan. Producer: J. J. Cohn. Director: George Seitz. Screenplay: Carey AVilson, Katherine Turney.
HOOSIER
SCHOOLBOY
(Mono)— with
Mickey
Rooney, Frank
Shields. Producer: Ken
Goldsmith. Director: William Nigh. Original: Edward Eggleston. Screenplay: Robert Lee Johnson.
HOUSE
IN THE
COUNTRY
(RKO)— with Fred
Stone. Marjorie Lord, Edward
Bonns, William
Corson. Producer: Cliff Reid. Director: Richard
Rosson. Original: Melvin Levy.
KING
OF THE
RIO GRANDE
(WB)— with Dick
Foran. Director: B. Reeves Eason.
LIFE

BEGINS
AVITH LOVE
(Col)— with Jean Parker, Douglass Montgomery. Edith Fellowes. Producer: Myles Connolly. Director: Ray McCarey.
Original: Dorothy Bennett. Screenplay: Emmett
Lavery. Thomas
Mitchell.

1-OA’E

TAKE.S FLIGHT
(Condor) — with Bruce Cabot. Beatrice Roberts, Astrid Allwyn, Gordon
Elliott, Edwin
Maxwell, Grady
Sutton. Ann
Evers. Producer: George A. Hirliman. Director:
Conrad Nagel. Original: Anne Morrison Chapin.
MIRDER
GOES
TO
JAIL
(Para)— with Roscoe
Karns, Lynne Overmann.
Screenplay: Brian Marlow. Robert Wyler.
100 MEN
AND
A GIRL
(Univ) — with Deanna Durbin. Leopold Stokowski, Fredrick Murray, Lee
Prather. Edith Penn. Producer: Joseph Pasternak. Director: Henry
Koster. Original: Hans
Kraly. Screenplay: F. Hugh
Herbert.
PARADISE
ISLE
(Mono) — with
Warren
Hull,
Movita. Producer: Dorothy Reid. Director: Arthur Greville Collins.
RAAA’ TIAIBER
(Crescent) — with Tom Keene, Peg&y
Keys, Robert Fisk. Producer: E. B. Derr. Director: Ray Taylor.

Screenplay:

Gil-

PERFECT
SPECIMEN
(WB) — with Errol Flynn.
Joan
Blondell, Marie Wilson, Hugh
Herbert,
Granville Bates, Edward Everett Horton. Donald
Meek, Dick Foran, Beverly Roberts, Joe Cunningham, A1 Herman.
Producer: Harry
Joe
Brown.
Director: Michael
Curtiz. Original:
Reilly.
Samuel
Hopkins Adams.
Screenplay: Lawrence
REPORTED
MISSING
(Univ) — with Robert Wilcox, Jean Rogers, William Gargan, Henry Hunter, Hobart Cavanaugh, Billy Bupp, Grace Goodall, William
Royles, Dora
Clement,
Ernie
Adams, Jack Watson, Robert Spencer, William
Wayne.
Producer:
E.
M.
Asher.
Director:
Milton Carruth.
RIGHT
TO
KILL,
THE
(Crescent) — with Tom
Keene, Robert Fiske, David Sharpe, John Merton, Lorraine Hayes. Screenplay: Bennett Cohen.
RHYTHM
IN THE
CLOUDS
(Rep) — with Patricia
Ellis, AVarren Hull, David
Carlyle, Richard
Carle, Zeffie Tilbury, Betty Bronson, Ranny
AVeeks, Richard Beach, Charles Judels, Suzanne
Kaaren, Esther Howard, Rolfe Sedan. Producer:
.A.1 Levoy. Director: John Auer.
TAKE
THE
HEIR
(RKO) — with Guy Kibbee, Cora
AA’itherspoon, Gordon
Jones, Barbara
Pepper,
Paul Guilfoyle, Richard Lane, Frank M. Thomas,
Maxine
Jennings, Richard Alexander, Herbert
Clifton, Kunj Taka Hashi, Dorothy Moore, Dudley Clements, AA^illiam Carson. Producer: Maury
Cohen.
Director: Ed
Killy. Original: Thomas
Ahern.
Lawrence
Pohle.
Screenplay: Arthur
Herman.
THIS
AV'AY' PLEASE
(Para) — with Shirley Ross,
Buddy
Rogers, Fibber McGee
and Molly, Mary
Livingstone. Ned Sparks, Wally Vernon, Romo
Vincent, Jerry Bergen.
Producer: Melville A.
Shauer. Director: Robert Florey. Original: Bill
Thomas, Max Shane.
A'ARSITY' SHOAV
(WB)— with
McHugh,
Fred Waring and
ley.
Ted Healy, Sarah Edwards,
A'oung,

Harmer,
plav:

Grant Mitchell.
enport. Original: George
Rowland Leigh.

Director: Harry DavS. Kaufman.
Screen-

HURRICANE
(UA)— with John Hall. Dorothy Lamour,
Mary
Astor, John
Carradine, Spencer
Charters, Raymond
Massey, Barbara O’Neil, Jerome Cowan, Movita Castenada, Mamo
Clark,
Flora

Hayes. Producer: Samuel Goldwyn.
Director: John Ford. Original: James Norman Hall,
Charles Nordhoff.
IT’S

LOVE
I’M AFTER
(WB) — with Leslie Howard, Olivia de Havilland, Patric Knowles, Bonita
Granville, Spring Byington, Mary Treen, Grant
Mitchell. E. E. Clive, Eric Blore. Director:
Archie Mayo.

LAW
FOR
TOMBSTONE
(Univ) — with
Buck
Jones. Producer: Buck Jones. Original: Charles
M. Martin. Screenplay: Frances Guihan.
I.»ET’S TALK
OF LOVE
John
Trent. Harry

(Para) — with Ann Dvorak.
Beresford, Torben
Meyer,

Arthur Hoyt, Paul Hurst. Aileen Pringle. Arthur White. Guinn Williams. Producer: B. P.
Schulberg. Director: Charles Vidor. Original:
James Edward
Grant. Screenplay: Frank Partos, George Bruce.
MAKE
A WISH
(RKO) — with Bobby Breen. Basil
Rathbone, Henry Armetta, Lucy Ann
McLean.
Mary Etta Freese. Michael Breen, Ralph Forbes,
Leon Errol, Leonid Kinsky, Marion Claire, Rex
and Barry Downing. St. Luke’s Choristers. Producer: Sol Lesser. Director: Kurt Neumann.
MR. DODD
TAKES
THE
AIR (WB) — with Kenny
Baker, Eleanore Whitney, John Eldredge, John
Graham
Spacey, Paul Regan. Producer: Mervyn
LeRoy.
Director: Alfred E. Green. Original:
Clarence Budington Kelland.

Director:

William

Keigh-

DRESS
(M-G-M)— with Robert Montgomery, Rosalind Russell, Robert Benchley. Producer: Henry Rapf. Director: George Fitzmaurice. Original: Helen Grace Carlisle. Screenplay:
Marion Parsonnet.

WINDJAMMER
(RKO) — with
George
O’Brien,
Constance AA’orth, William Hall, Paul Renay,
Jim Blane, Hymie Marks, Brandon Evans, Gavin
Gordon, Lai (5hand Mehra, Ben Hendricks, Jerry
Frank. Producer: George A. Hirliman. Director:
Ewing Scott. Original: Ewing Scott. Screenplay:
Dan Jarrett. James Gruen.
YOU’LL
BE
MARRIED
BY
NOON
(M-G-M) —
with Robert Young, Florence Rice, Tom
Kennedy. AA’arren Hymer, George Taylor, Jack Norton, Irene Franklin, Barnett Parker, Helen Flint,
Douglas Wood,
Paul Stanton, Pierre Watkin,
John
Hamilton, Ed
Deering, Harlan
Briggs,
Harry Burns, June
Clayworth, Jack
Norton,
Harry Burns. Producer: Sam Zimbalist. Director: Edwin L. Marin. Original: Harry Ruskin.

COMPLETED

FLASHING
SKATES
(Col) —
with Charles Quigley, Rita Hayworth. AVard Bond. J. Farrell MacDonald, Max Hoffman
jr.. John Gallaudet, Dick

FIRST
LADY
(WB)— with Kay
Francis. George
Brent, Walter Connolly, Victor Jory, Veree Teasdale, Louis Fazenda, Anita Louise. Lucille Gleason, Marjorie Gateson, Harry Davenport. Lillian

Catlett.

WEDDING

DOUBLE
OK NOTHING
(RKO) — with Bing Crosby, Martha Raye, Mary Carlisle. Benny Baker,
Samuel
Hinds, Alphonse
Berg, Ikaf Hytten,
Calgary
Brothers, J, Carrol Naish, William
Frawley, Andy
Devine, Fay
Holden. William
Henry, Walter Kingsford, Gilbert Emory, John
Gallaudet, George Barton, Charles Irwin. Arthur
Houseman.
Jack Pennick. Producer: Benjamin
Glazer. Director: J. Theodore Reed.

Wessel. Lee Prather. Producer: Harry L. Decker. Director: D. Ross Lederman.
Original: J.
Berton Cheney. Screenplay: Fred Niblo jr., Grace
Neville.

Walter

Dick Powell, Frank
his Pennsylvanians,
Earl Dwire, Walter

LAST
TRAIN
FROM
MADRID
(Para)— with Gail
Patrick, John Patterson, Anthony Quinn, Rollo
Lloyd, Otto Hoffman, Libby Taylor, Maurice Cass.
Producer: George Arthur. Director: A1 Santell.
Original: Paul Hervey Fox.
LOVE
IN A BUNGALOW
(Univ) — with Nan Grey,
Kent Taylor, Dorothea Kent, Hobart Cavanaugh,
Jack
Smart,
Minerva
Urecal, David
Oliver,
Louise Beavers. Producer: E. M. Asher. Director: Ray McCarey.
Original: Eleanore Griffin,
AA^illiam Rankin.
ON

AGAIN, OFF AGAIN
(RKO)— with Bert Wheeler. Robert Woolsey, Marjorie Lord, Russell
Hicks, George Meeker, Paul Harvey, Patricia

Wilder, Chester Clute, Kitty McHugh,
Pat Flaherty. Alec Martford, Maxine
Jennings, Jane
AA’’alsh, Alan Bruce, Esther Muir, Producer: Lee
Marcus. Director: Edward Cline. Original: Avery
Hopwood.
Screenplay: Nat Perrin.
13TH
MAN
(Mono) — with Grace Durkin. Milburn
Stone. Henry Otho, Selmer Jackson, John Dilson, Dan Wolheim, Eddie Gribbon, Arthur Van
Slyke, Eadie Adams,
Weldon
Heyburn,
Inez
Courtney. Producer: Lon Young. Director: William Nigh. Original: John Krafft.
Rl'STLER’S Y’ALLEY
(Para) — with William Boyd,
George Hayes, Russell Hayden,
Stephen Morris. Producer: Harry Sherman.
Original: Clarence E. Mulford. Screenplay: Norman
Houston,
mever.
Gerald Geraghty, Jack O’Donnell, Jack JungTHAT
CERTAIN
Davis, Henry

WOMAN
(WB)
—
with Bette
Fonda,
Anita
Louise, Donald

Crisp, Hugh O’Connell, Ian Hunter, Sidney Toler,
Catherine Alexander, Minor
Watson,
Richard
Jack. Norman
Willis. Mary Phillips. Producer:
Edmund
Goulding. Director: Edmund
Goulding.
Screenplay: Edmund
Goulding.
U'ESTBOUND
LIMITED
Polly Rowles, Henry
Henry Hunter, William
Murphy,
Original

(Univ) — with Lyle Talbot,
Brandon, Frank
Reicher,.
Royle, Tom Steele, Charles

Monte Vandegrift. J. P. McGowan.
Producer: Henry McRae.
Director: Ford
Beebe.
Screenplay: Ford Beebe, M. Geraghty,

ILOS

AWCr.lElllES
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Hickey, Metro district sales supervisor, has left for his first tour of the
western territory since the recent M-G-M
convention. He will stop at San Francisco,
Portland, Seattle, Salt Lake City and Denver, returning to Los Angeles in about
three weeks.
Arthur Lee, vice-president in charge of
American distribution of GB films, arrived
here this week from his New York headquarters. Lee will announce the date for
the GB sales convention before returning
to the East.
Fox West Coast house managers in Cullen Espy’s Los Angeles district are to compete for $150 in prize money offered for
the best publicity and exploitation stunt in
connection with the circuit’s subsequent
run of Paramount’s “Internes Can’t Take
Money.” The money, promoted at the
studio by W. C. Ricord jr., will be split
three ways, $75 for the winner, $50 for
second best and $25 for third prize.
Harry Vinnicof’s Yosemite Theatre,
Eagle Rock, recently acquired from Ed
Baffa, has been closed for extensive remodeling and redecorating, including new
seats, drapes and lights. House will be
opened later in the summer.

Ramish to Washington
■
"P
■
n P' l_i
in Lonspiraci] right
ITO Charts Monthly
Studio Visits
Los Angeles — Replacing the regular monthly business meetings of the
Independent Theatre Oivners of
Southern California, Jack Berman,
president, and Robert Poole, secretary, have announced, instead, a
monthly studio luncheon-previewmeeting, the first of which has been
set at Universal studios for May 24.
Members are invited to bring their
wives, but only 100 tickets will be sold
for each meeting. Members will meet
at ITO headquarters and an auto
caravan will leave for the studio at
11:30. Idea behind the stunt is to
give the exhibitor an insight into the
production methods and problems.

It has been reported that Dave Cantor,
owner of the New Park Theatre, Highland
Park, has purchased Nate Schienberg’s
theatre at Canoga Park. Details of the
deal are being withheld by both parties.
Mina Berg, daughter of Joe Berg, San
Diego exhibitor, has been booked for a
week’s engagement at the Orpheum Theatre, as a featured vocalist. Miss Berg was
formerly a member of the San Francisco
Civic Opera.
Manny Feldstein and Paul Dietrich have
started construction on their new Columbus Theatre, San Bernardino, which is replacing the old Columbus, and expect the
house to be open by July 15. Policy of the
new theatre will be part Spanish and part
American, as was the Columbus’

old policy.

F. O. Been and W. H. Thayer have purchased the Sierra Theatre, Eagle Rock,
from George Fink and Harry Goldfarb.
The latter operators only had the house a
few months, having recently acquired it
from Ed Baffa. Deen and Thayer formerly owned the Adams in San Diego.
Mr. and Mrs. G. W. Page, Ritz Theatre,
Hanford, were in town last week purchasing equipment for their new theatre which
is being built at Exeter. The house will be
opened about July 1.
Hi Peskay, Grand National exchange
manager, has returned from a weekend to
Las Vegas.
the visitors: Joe Venable, Huntington, Huntington Park; Earle Strebe,
Plaza, Palm Springs; Harold Cahn, La
Mesa, La Mesa; Wade Loudermilk, Roxy,
Buckeye; and Charles Stillwell, Big Bear,
Big Bear.

Bridge Fiesta Mag
Francisco

— Local

exhibitors

are

faintly apprehensive of the affect on theatre grosses of the week-long Golden Gate
Bridge Fiesta set to start May 27 and continue through the first week of June.
Expect

250,000

Visitors

Elaborate activities have been planned
for the 250,000 visitors expected here from
all parts of the Pacific Coast, ranging
from parades through costume balls to an
elaborate outdoor pageant at which John
Charles Thomas, famous baritone, will
sing.
A1 Jolson and Parkyakarkus will act as
masters of ceremony at a special Labor
Ball in Civic Auditorium, while Joan Fontaine and Olivia de Havilland are among
Hollywoodites who plan to attend.
While local theatre managers are alive
to the possibility of increased patronage
from among the many visitors, some recall
that the San Francisco-Oakland Bay
Bridge opening six months ago offered so
much entertainment in the way of parades,
torchlight processions and other attractions that houses were virtually empty despite the fact that special offerings had
been booked for the week of the festival.

Among

C. W. Blake, operator of the Sunset Theatre, is planning to build a new 150-seater
(Continued on page 40)
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Dowain Wright Moves
Salt Lake

City — Dowain

Wright

agents.
The charges, filed over a year ago, allege that all the major distributing companies, excepting United Artists, are refusing to serve him subsequent run product,
because of contractual obligations with
first run theatres.
J. J. Franklin, circuit executive with
headquarters in Honolulu, spent several
months here last fall awaiting a call to
appear before an investigating board in
Washington, but returned to the Islands
when no action was forthcoming. Ramish
plans to be gone about three weeks.

FRISCO STILL FREE
OF THEATRE PICKETS
San

Drop Theatre Takes
San

Los Angeles — Determined to carry his
charges of alleged conspiracy direct to department of justice heads, Adolph Ramish,
head of the Franklin Theatres, Inc., of
Honolulu, has left for Washington, D. C.,
where the will confer with government

has re-

cently been transferred from the management of Intermountain’s Studio Theatre
to that of the Mario Theatre, Helena Mont.
Lynn Westover, who was the assistant
manager at the Victory, has been upped
to the management of the Studio.

Francisco

—

Reports

received

here

last week by San Francisco exhibitors and
union officials to the effect that a group
of CIO officials were on their way here to
organize picketing against local theatres
have failed to materialize into concrete
action.
A checkup with principal exhibitors, and
officials of theatrical crafts, revealed that
no militant action was contemplated
against local theatres.

WHITNEY HEADS TWO
FOX DENVER HOUSES
Denver — Gerald

Whitney,

formerly

dis-

trict manager of the northern district for
Fox Intermountain, has resigned that position and has been made manager of the
Webber and Hiawatha theatres (Fox) in
Denver.
Ray Davis, city manager for Fox at
Cheyenne, succeeds Whitney as district
manager, and will retain the Cheyenne
spot until the end of the present contest.

Hotels Strike-Bound
San

Francisco — San

Francisco’s

16 prin-

cipal hotels, including the Palace, St. Francis, Whitcomb, Sir Francis Drake and William Taylor, continue strike-bound with
both camps, employers and employes farther apart than at any time since the
strike started May 1.

Atkins Building One
Marysville,

Calif. — Edmond

Atkins

jr.,

manager of the Lyric, is building a new
$20,000 theatre with a seating capacity of
350, next door to the present Lyric, which
will go dark. Atkins plans to be in his new
house June 1, 1937.
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'Hollqwood Hotel' Program
Hits Grosses, Sags MPTO
Seattle — The radio program,

“Hollywood

Hotel,” emanating from the film capitol
and directed by Louella Parsons, newspaper columnist, was condemned last week
as harmful to theatre attendance by
MPTO of the Northwest in special session.
A letter protesting the program has been
drawn and forwarded by Secretary James
Hone to various motion picture studios.
Report

Patrons

Complain

Forty theatre managers, according to
the letter, at an MPTO meeting recently
claimed the program was “injurious” to
boxoffice receipts. The managers said
their patrons on numerous occasions were
“disappointed” with the show because they
had heard the story presented over the
radio. In some instances, managers were
asked by patrons to refund admissions.
The letter quoted a prominent Seattle
clubwoman as saying presentation of a few
scenes over the air tended “to create a
desire to see the entire picture,” but that
presentation of the entire picture over the
air took from it its “punch and thrill.”
The same clubwoman, however, agreed that
“the right kind of advertising over the air”
was needed to create interest in a picture.
Present at the meeting were Bill Ripley,
president of MPTO; Walter Graham, Paul
Aust, F. Flohr, George Eder, John Hamrick, W. B. McDonald, Ben Shearer, Ed
Halberg, Frank Newman, Hal Daigler, Art
Adamson of Vancouver, Harry Black, Roy
Cooper, W. J. Wilkins, MPTO attorney;
Fred Mercy jr., E. W. Groesbeck, Henry
Davidson, Jim Hone and Pearl Ornett. The
next meeting will be held in June in Spokane.

Bang-tails Win Step
Sacramento — The

dog-races

had

their

day in the California senate here last
week, with the upper house of the state
legislature passing a bill which would allow legalized dog races in the state. Parimutuel betting system, with a rake-off to
the state, is also called for by the proposed law, with a three-man commission
designated by the governor in charge of
operations.

Colo. 2% Amusement
Tax Now Legal
Denver — The

two

per cent

service

tax law went into effect suddenly,
following the governor’s signature.
The law carried the emergency
clause, causing it to become effective
with the signing by the governor.
The law places a two per cent tax
on amusements, and the collection is
made possible by means of tokens of
one-fifth cent in value. No theatre
tickets are exempt.
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Captain Ozie Waters and his Colorado
Rangers, on the talent staff at KLZ, Denver, are making personal appearances at
several of the Civic theatres.

ITO Vents Wrath on
Paramount
Los Angeles — Paramount Pictures
is the latest organization to rate a
place in the very full resentment
book of the Independent Theatre
Owners of Southern California.
Because it is claimed Paramount
has announced its intention of delivering only 53 of the 65 features
promised on its 1936-37 contracts, a
resolution condemning the action as
"unfair, unethical, unjust and contrary to the implied promises in the
1936-37 Work Sheet,” was passed at
a special meeting of the ITO this
week, copies of which were sent to
Adolph Zukor and Neil Agnew, Paramount executives, to A. Law, department of justice representative,
and others.
The resolution has also been scheduled as a topic of discussion at the
general membership meeting scheduled for Monday, May 24.

Huffman Honored
by Circuit Managers
Denver

— Twenty-five

years

ago

J^OBERT W. SELIG, salesman, has been
placed in charge of GB’s Denver exchange, and C. W. Rose has been transferred from Los Angeles to take charge
of the Salt Lake City office. Irving Jacobs,
who managed both offices, has gone over
to the Grand National as manager of these
territories.

Harry

Maurice Leitcher of Hollywood was in
Denver contacting independent exchange
men concerning the handling of Advance
pictures.
William G. Smith of Los Angeles, who
spent several weeks in Denver with the
film "Ecstasy,” has returned to California.
“Gambling With Souls” has been booked
for midnight shows by Fox Intermountain
at the Fox, Montrose, Colo.; Kit Carson,
La Junta, Colo.; Liberty Bell, Leadville,
Colo.; Egyptian, Colo., and the Kiva, Durango, Colo.
Paultrip.
Hoppen
York

has returned from his New

Mr. and Mrs. Ed Sonney have returned
a visit with relatives in West Vir-

from

ginia.
George Luce of Bayard, Neb., was in
Denver for a few days. He is changing the
policy of his house from three changes to
two a week until July 1, when he will
change back.
Edward J. and Robert G. Mapel, owners of the Tivoli and the Gem, have bought
the Colorado from J. B. Melton. This
gives the Mapels three dime houses on
Curtis St.

Huffman opened the local Bide-a-Wee
Theatre as a means of making business
better in his corner drug stone. This week
Huffman was presented a silver plaque in
commemoration of that event by employes
of the 12 Fox houses in the city, of which
Huffman is district manager.
The plaque was presented at a luncheon
at the Denver Athletic club, and Huffman
and his wife, Mrs. Chris Huffman, were
guests of honor. They had been lured
there on the pretext of a business conference. Rick Ricketson, president of the
Fox theatre organizations as well as division manager, made the presentation.

Louis Hellborn, former Denver theatre
manager, is operating Hiawatha Gardens, a
dance spot, in Manitou, Colo., this summer.

The plaque was inscribed: “To Harry
Huffman in recognition of 25 years of service to the motion picture industry. With
this goes our expression of esteem for a

The house, located in the once-colorful
North Beach section, was closed recently
by Harry Farros, who moved his burlesque
troupe over to the World Theatre in Oakland. Charlie Michaels has been doing a
comfortable business in the small Kearney
burlesque house.

great leader and a real friend.” Theatre
signatures included the Denver, Aladdin,
Broadway, Bluebird, Hiawatha, Paramount,
Isis, Ogden. Mayan, Tabor, Rialto and
Webber, represented by Billy Agren, Ralph
Batschelet, Eddie Brownyard, Maletia
Cloud, Ed Conahan, Bill Conrad, Jack
Copeland, Frank Culp, John Denman, Donovan Donald, George Frantz, Herb Hillman, Edgar Hinkle, Bernie Hynes, Ralph
Lee, Roy Notheis, Bill Parker, Rick Ricketson, Sterling Way, Isaac Weiner, Gerald Whitney, Bob Wildes and Press Woods.

EXHIBITION AGAIN
CALLS GOLDTREE
San

Francisco

— It is understood

Sid Goldtree, local theatreman

that

recently

inactive, will partner with Charles Michaels in the operation of the Liberty Theatre here on a combination burlesque-pictures policy.
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Two Harvey Theatres

^HE Capitol Theatre had an effective
tieup with the Auerbach for “Cafe Metropole,” when the store presented the
make-up director, who made up Loretta
Young, star of the film.
The appearance of Eddie Fitzpatrick and
his orchestra gave theatres some competition to combat for a few evenings.
A petition to dissolve the Logan Amusement & Investment Co. was filed here.
The

Paramount

preview
men.

Theatre

of “Lost Horizon"

held

a

special

for local church-

Mayor Harmon W. Peery of the Peery
Amusement Co., Ogden, attended the annual western regional meeting of the U. S.
conference of mayors last week.
Motion

preservation
were to be shown at a meeting of the women’s safety council in Salt Lake.

The

pictures

of forest

Capitol Theatre is conducting a “Request Week” during which pictures winning the most votes are reissued.

Harry David, vice-president and general manager of the Intermountain Theatres,
Inc., was host recently to 250 Shriners
tvho conducted a be7iefit for crippled children.
Recent theatre changes as reported by
the local film board of trade include: El
Rio of Springerville, Ariz., to the Harry L.
Nace Theatres: the Rialto of St. Anthony
to DeMordaunt and Drennen; the Star of
Ririe, Idaho, to Henry Awoki; the Orpheum
(formerly Isis) of Sidney, Mont., to E. M.
Jackson; the Angelus of Spanish Fork,
Utah to C. E. Huish, the Ephriam of Ephriam, Utah, to Claude Hawks; the Columbia
of Columbia, Utah to N. P. Zakis and the
Parks, Cedar City, to Melvin Thorley. The
Gem

The

Theatre of Homedale, Idaho,
ported to have opened recently.

is re-

is conductmg

a re-

Capitol Theatre
frigerator giveaway.

PASSING

San Francisco — Harvey Amusement Co.,
operators of approximately a dozen theatres in smaller California cities, announced
this week that they had sold their Madera
Theatre Corp. to United California Theatres, a Golden State subsidiary.
Two Madera theatres are involved in
the transaction, the Madera and Glas.
The transaction was handled by J. Leslie
Jacobs, local theatre broker acting for the
Harveys, and by J. P. Saul of Golden State.
The deal gives Golden State 78 theatres in
northern California.

COMPETITION AHEAD
FOR EAST BAY SHOWS
Oakland, Calif. — An unwelcome condition to East Bay theatre operators loomed
this week with the adoption by the Contra
Costa county board of supervisors of an
ordinance which would open the way for
John

J. Jerome,
ter, to apply for
amusement park
is located a very

well-known local promoa 50-year franchise on an
in San Pablo. San Pablo
few miles from Oakland,

and

in what

is included

San Francisco — “Fire Over England,”
United Artists release of Alexander Korda’s
British-made historical film, registered excellent business at Herbert Rosener’s Clay
International Theatre here last week.
It is one of the first instances since he
opened the Clay that Rosener has played
a second run. Majority of the films shown
at the theatre are first-runs of foreign
productions.

Dance Art Co., Inc.
San Francisco — Dance Art Shoe Co.,
long-established theatrical costumers here,
has had its firm name changed to Dance
Art Co., Inc., as result of marked increase in
straight costuming business. Professional
dancing shoes will continue to be made.
Lew Serbin is manager of the outfit, which
recently enlarged its space in the Golden
Gate Theatre Bldg. here.
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“Met-

six weeks, is for a large-scale Coney Island
offering patrons outdoor amusements, concessions, fun-stunts, and horse, dog and
automobile racing.
Labor

organizations

are

backing

the

The

new booking assistant to Lou Goldsmith of the RKO exchange is Carl Peppercorn. He is from the New York office.

Biggest news of the week: Mr. and Mrs.
Eddie Walton are the proud parents of a
baby girl.
More
S0071

big 7iews

now.

Bill

should

Forman,

be coming

supervisor

very

of thea-

tres for Sterling Chain, is “expecting" or
rather his loife is. Dorothy, his wife, is
the daughter
the chain.

of John

Danz,

president

of

Bob Burns, ace humorist, is now on a
10-day cruise of the San Juans in the 40foot yacht Ruth Mae, chartered from Arne
Vesoja of Seattle. The comedian is accompanied by his son and brother, Farrer,
a resident of Seattle.
The

bridal party is 7iow complete

for the

marriage of William “Bill” Danz and
Selma Goldstein. Bill Danz is the oldest
S071

of John

of

the

Sterling

theatre

circuit.

Talking pictures have brought comfort
to a lonely father in the Far East for they
brought to him not only the faces but the
voices of his two beautiful grown-up
daughters. The father is W. A. Havilland,
registered patent attorney in Japan, who
has lived in the Orient for the past 43
years. The daughters are Olivia de Havilland and Joan Fontaine, rising young film

church and women’s groups
it on moral grounds. The

player. The father is on his way to Hollywood to greet the two girls whom he has
only seen briefly since their infancy.

supervisors are understood to be sympathetic to the projected amusement park.

During the floods in Fairbanks, Alaska,
Director Norma7i Dawn a7id his company

plan, although
have opposed

were te7nporarily stranded on Three Van7iel Island in the Chena River. Dawn was
shootmg background scenes for Republic
at the time.

LOS ANGELES
• Continued

FRISCO CLAY SHIFTS
POLICY FOR UA FILM

is termed

ropolitan Oakland.”
Jerome’s plan, for which he will apply
for a franchise some time within the next

through Seattle en route to Vancouver a few days ago, came Buddy
Duncan. He was the short end of the
team of Ham and Bud, top movie comics
in the silent days. The Ham was Lloyd
Hamilton. Buddy visited the Row renewing acquaintances.

from

page
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that neighborhood soon. Plans are being drawn and negotiatiojis are under way
for a piece of property 07i which to build.

All you in the show business in the Denver, Utah and Northwest territories be prepared for a sudden shock. Our genial

m

Frank Seltzer, advertising and publicity
head for the Warner Bros. Theatres, has
resigned to accept a similar position with
another circuit.
Grover Parsons, Republic’s wester7i district sales ma7iager, is m Los Angeles, for a
series of production and sales meetings
with studio and exchange heads.
Papers covering the joint theatre venture of Fox West Coast and Lola Adams
Gentry

for a house to replace the Sunbeam, destroyed by fire several years ago,
are out of escrow and the contract is expected to be awarded within the next few
weeks.
With

co7istruction

scheduled

on

page

Da7i7iy Matin off to the Gra7id National
co7iventio7i in Los Angeles . . . To the Universal gathering go Al Bloom a7id Jimmy
Ewirig with L. J. and Grace McGinley,
(Continued on next page)
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©ATTENTION COMPELLING EFFECTS

to start 07i

July 1, bids are bemg received by the Ja7iss
I7ivest7ne7it Co., 07i the de luxe theatre it
is to build i7i Westwood Village for Fox
(Continued

friend, punster, trickster, and well-known
wit. Bill Hughart, is going to be married
at the end of May. The bride is a school
ma’am.
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PORTLAND shippers, inspectresses and
poster clerks have signed 100 per cent
in the APL, applied for charter and scheduled a second meeting.
Eddie Hudson, manager of Grand National, attended the annual convention
this week in Los Angeles.
Manager Harrington, formerly of the
Oriental, has been transferred to Hollywood. Mike Newman is taking the key
position at the Oriental.
George Goldstein is on the Row again,
and opening elaborate headquarters at
1208 N. W. Glisan with National Attrac-

M-G-M Sells Over 3,000
on Four Reissues
New

York — Marking

a

new

high

in a trend which has been under way
for some time, M-G-M has sold more
than 3,000 contracts nationally on
four reissues which proved sensational grossers when first released.

juvenile: Gloria Stuart, returning to Hollywood and a new picture, and Channing
Pollock, screen and stage playwright and
author of the highly-successful play, “The

They are “Trader Horn,” “Hell Divers,” “Naughty Marietta” and “Manhattan Melodrama.” The deal is for
the four pictures, with substitutions
allowed where necessary.
The reissues will be delivered to
exhibitors on the basis of one a
month during the summer.

Filmrow visitors included Charles Feldman, of Universal’s Los Angeles office, up
to say hello to the boys; Lewis Leib, operaFool.”
tor of the Rex Theatre in Klamath Falls,
Ore.; A. Panero, shopping for his newlyopened theatre in Shafter; and the ubiquitous Bob Lippert, making another one of
those flying trip from the Detroit headquarters of Coulter Premiums.

tions, Inc. “Plenty of western,” he says.
Promotions from the ranks include Glen
Brogger into a new position as Oregon
salesman for Paramount; ditto for Clark
Craig, now on the road for Warner-First
National.
Foster Blake now is heading the Poster
Service Corp., with headquarters here.
Ed Randall, veteran exhibitor operating
the Liberty Theatre at Condon, was on a
dual boosting trip for both theatre and his
regular mid-summer rodeo. He carried his
own scenery, consisting of a red silk shirt
and 10-gallon sombrero.

SEATTLE
(Continued

from preceding page)

Seattle office manager . . . Morry Segal
and Ray Ackles in from Spokane . . . Lynn
Peterson over from Bremerton ... Mel
Hulling, coast division manager for Grand
National, spending some time in the northwest . . . Loren Wahl in from Bellingham
. . . Likewise Jack Rosenberg. Lloyd Thayer talking about seeing his name in a tradepaper. Well it’s in again . . . L. H. Kubley
from Ketchikan, Alaska. Remember he
used to have the Dream Theatre and curio
shop in that town.
The Rialto Theatre has been given a
permit to reopen. Only stipulation is no
girl show, says the city council . . . Herndon Edmond back from the Spokane trip
. . . A1 Adams (not the Republic Al) but
of Silverton, Ore., was a visitor for a few
days . . . The Dwight Sprachers home from
their eastern vacation . . . Mr. and Mrs.
Bert Williams of Cashmere, and Mrs. Sam
Hansen of Olympia, lunching at the Rendevous.
Gus and Mrs. Gustafson back from their
visit home in Minneapolis . . . Dad Abbott
in from Sedro Woolley . . . Al Finklestein
visiting from Portland. He is divisioji head
for Evergreen in that territory . . . Gordon and Mrs. Craddock also in from Portland prior to leaving for the Universal conventio . . . Al Rosenberg hopping to Spokane by plane . . . Harry Black having a
lo7ig chat with Don Beckman . . . Vay
Steen of the Palm Theatre doing a guy
a favor by driving him to town.
BOXOFnCE

May

arrived
and stage
of screen
J^OTABLE
vacations.
after Honolulu
here lastS week
Among them were Johnny Downs, screen

Increase Noted in
New Product Pacts
New

York — With

the

Companies

Elated

Sales executives of the smaller companies are more enthusiastic. J. J. Milstein, vice-president in charge of sales for
Republic, said that deals with independent
buyers are “about 25 per cent ahead of
last year.” Saul Krugman, special sales
representative of Grand National, declared
that the new company “already has closed
several hundred deals for next season’s
product,” a figure considerably ahead of
May, 1936, when the company was first
organized.
No estimate was offered by executives
of United Artists, M-G-M and GB, who
said that their companies have not yet
generally sought new contracts. George
Weeks, general manager of GB, did say,
however, that he had heard reports that
buying “is slower than it was a year ago.”
Buying by exhibitors for the ensuing
year is either slightly increased or average, according to 20th Century-Fox, Universal, Paramount, RKO Radio, Columbia
and Warner Bros.
“More

Than

Ever

Joe Cane, Republic exchange booker, and
Miss Margaret Harrington are to be married shortly.

sales convention

season nearing its zenith, distribution executives report an increase generally in independent and circuit contracts over the
same period of last year.
Smaller

Irving Ackerman is currently using Bingo, premium game, in his Casino Theatre
here.

Before”

“I find that exhibitors are doing more
buying than ever before,” said Cresson
Smith, RKO sales manager for the western and southern divisions. Smith’s opinion is shared by Martin Moskowitz of 20thFox who said his company has been selling the 1937-38 product for several weeks
“with absolutely no complaints.”
Rube Jackter, Columbia assistant sales
manager, and Joseph J. Unger, eastern and
southern division sales manager of Paramount, said that little selling on the new
product has been attempted as the programs had not been completed and sales
conventions were not scheduled until June.
“Such selling as has been attempted, however, is just about average,” the former
reported.
“I would put our deals on 1937-38 product about 10 per cent ahead of this time
last year,” said F. J. A. McCarthy,
versal’s eastern division manager.

Uni-

Arthur Unger, Boxoffice field representative, left this week for Los Angeles after
a highly successful stay in San Francisco
where he met many old friends and made
many new ones.
Helen Cohen, treasurer of the Embassy
Theatre here, is now vacationing in New
York.

Sheffield Shifted
Portland — Harold

Sheffield,, connected

with Sheffield Republic at Butte for several years, has been transferred to Portland headquarters as manager. Cecil
Fames, formerly head of Sheffield Republic here, has been named manager of
new Monogram exchange.

Sneak
for "Honolulu"
Francisco — “Wires Over Honolulu,”

San

Universal, had a sneak preview at the Orpheum Theatre here last week. Manager
Hal Neidas reported audience reaction favorable to the picture, which will play a
regular first run engagement at the Market
Street house some time next month.

WPA
San

Unit to Frisco

Francisco

roadshow

—

“Blind

Alley,”

WPA

originating in the Los Angeles
federal theatre group, will supplant “Swing
Parade,” local vaudeville offering, at the
Alcazar Theatre June 5.

SOUND TRAILERS FOR ALL
OCCASIONS ... IN STOCK OR
MADE TO YOUR ORDER
Finest Quality .
Guaranteed

BLACHE'

. . Lowest Prices
Fast Service

FILM LABORATORIES

Turk street, San Franeiscu Calif.
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SEES BRITISH FILM
HELP IN NEW
New

York — The

financial

QUOTA
setup of Brit-

ish motion picture production will be aided by new quota provisions proposed in
England, according to W. A. Bach, managing director of Western Electric Co., Ltd.,
of London, who is in New York for conferences with Whitford Drake, Erpi president, and other company executives.
On Parliament’s contemplated revision
of quota requirements, Bach said: “The
sincerity of the British authorities relative
to the maintenance and development of
the film industry cannot be doubted and
it seems evident that any re-enactment
of quota legislation will contain a ‘quality’ provisions aimed at the elimination
of unsatisfactory financial conditions surrounding production.”
He said that plans for sound coverage
of last week’s Coronation had occupied
much attention in the past year and every
contingency was anticipated months in advance.
Bach is to survey the sound situation in
Canada and the west coast studios before
returning to London early in June.

HOLLYWOOD UNIT HUB
ERPI COAST ACTIVITY
New

York — All of Erpi’s west

tivities will be consolidated

coast ac-

in the new

plant under construction in Hollywood, adjacent to General Service Studios, an Erpi
subsidiary, Whitford Drake, Erpi president,
.said here this week. The project, consisting of three two-story buildings, will cost
in excess of $250,000.
In addition to present facilities, which
will be removed to the new structures upon
completion, there will be an expansion
of plant to provide for handling field problems that arise in sound recording and reproduction on the west coast. The buildings will house a scoring stage to be used
by General Service Studios, a laboratory,
screening room, general offices, warehouse
and garage.
Drake said that “increased production
activity, resulting from new business with
Monogram, Grand National and other major producers, had occasioned the project,”
which will be located at Seward and Romaine streets.

(Continued

Fistic Hurdle Faces
Returning Workers
return

to work

of 300 striking film craftsmen, members of the culinary workers and
camera machinists unions, was not
unattended by objections. Four laborers, on their way to the Columbia
studio, had their car crowded into a
curb and a free-for-all eiisued. Before police could disperse combatants
one man was injured and the machine was overturned.

from page 40)

Hollywood — Exhibitors

West

Coast.

The

house

will be a

900-

seater, following the circuit’s first-run theatre, the Village.
Floyd St. John, Republic’s California
franchise holder, is expected to arrive in
town this week from his San Francisco
headquarters, to remain until after the
convention of National Franchise Holders, scheduled for June 1-2-3 at the Roosevelt Hotel. Following that he will return
to Frisco to preside over the western division meeting for salesmen and branch
managers, which opens on June 4.
Jerry Safron, district manager; Abe
Montague, general sales manager; Abe
Schneider, treasurer, and Jack Cohn, vicepresident of Columbia pictures, all planed
out this week for New York where they
will work on circuit deals. Details of the
coming Columbia convention will also be
worked out during the trip.
Enthusiastic over the success of his newly opened theatre at Blythe, Bob Dugan
was in town booking, and painting in
glowing phrases the many swell features
of his new spot.
Clayton Lynch, M-G-M manager, is expected to return this week from a business jaunt to Las Vegas.

might

do patrons

a service by calling attention to the followingcated
fromcolumn:
Irvin S. Cobb’s NANA

syndi-

“Just as soon as the weather gets warm
so the contestants won’t catch anything
worse than sunburn, that outbreak of annual monotony known as the beauty contest will stir the populace to heights of
the utmost indifference.
“When Miss Cherokee Strip or Miss
Clearview has been hailed as America’s
prize package of loveliness, she will, if she
runs true to form, put her clothes back on
and catch the next train for California
with the intention of starring in the
movies.
“On arrival, she will be pained to note
that none of the studio heads is waiting
at the station to sign her up; also that
practically all the starring jobs are being
held by young ladies who, in addition to
good looks, have that desirable little thing
called personality. And next fall she’ll be
dealing ’em off the arm in a Hollywood
hashery, or else she’ll be back home. It
would be interesting to know how many
beauty contest winners are on relief.”

TWO
San

FRISCO HOUSES
REPORTED IN DEAL
Francisco — Filmrow

reports have

it

Hospital reports indicate that Lloyd
Dearth, manager of the Hollywood Pantages Theatre, who underwent an emergency operation for ruptured appendix
Sunday, May 16, at the Good Samaritan,
has an even chance for recovery. Although
first reports had him critically ill, doctors
now think he will recover.

that Dan Tocchini, operator of the Mystic
Theatre in Petaluma, and the Roxie in
Santa Rosa, is disposing of the houses to
a buyer whose name as yet is unannounced. Golden State chain has been mentioned as a possible purchaser.
The Mystic seats 600 people, while the

John McManus, manager of Loew’s Midland Theatre in Kansas City, was a guest
at M-G-M studios lohile visiting here.

Roxie is one of the Santa Rosa district’s
show places, with a capacity of 1,500. Lawrence Borg, who operates the Crystal in
Salinas in association with John Peters
and the President in San Francisco with

The La Habra Theatre, La Habra, which
was recently taken over by Leo Dolbrin,
has been leased by John Jenkins. The spot
has 420 seats and is the first run release
in that territory. Dolbrin has not announced any future plans.
Bud

Rogers, executive of British International Pictures, a firm affiliated with
GB, is expected to arrive here this week
from his New York offices, to discuss co7ivention plans loith GB officials. BIP product is released in America by the GB distributing organization.
Word

Hollywood — The

ANNUAL BEAUTY TREK
HERALDED BY COBB

LOS ANGELES

has

been

Irving Ackerman, at one time was associated with Tocchini in the operation of
the Roxie. Borg will soon open his new
house in Napa, Calif.

Colo. Sales Tax In
Denver — Colorado’s

service

tax

went

into effect this week. It places a two per
cent tax on all admissions, with no exemptions, and is to be collected by means of
tokens of one-fifth cent value. Theatres
are not permitted to absorb the assessment.

received at the local

Warner exchange that Branch Manager W. E. Calloway has been promoted to
western division sales manager, replacing
Jack Brower, who will take over Calloway’s post. Announcement of the change
was made at New York where the WB
convention was in session. It was reported that Brower asked to be relieved of his
strenuous duties and requested that Calloway be named to fill the spot.
With only one more week to go, the
local RKO office has dropped way down
to eleventh place in the Jules Levy Sales
Drive. Until recently the office had been
in the money every week since the drive

Censorship Set Up in
Kelso, Wash.
Kelso,

Wash. — Motion

pictures

to

be shown in Kelso, Pacific Northwest
lumber center, must be approved by
the “League of Decency,” the city
council has decided. This decision
ivas made following a request from a
citizen committee for creation of a
board of censorship. An ordinance
will be drawn by the city attorney
covering the regulation of films.

began.
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MASS. SESSIONS APPROACH CLOSE
Newsreel Shots Are
Censored in Mass.
Boston- — Scenes

showing

the

May

Day

parade in New York, in which Communists
participated, were deleted from the Pathe
News clip No. 82 by the Massachusetts department of public safety. One other deletion, out of the 41 films surveyed, was
ordered: this was of the first reel shots
in 20th-Pox’s “Cafe Metropole” showing
gaming.
Two vaudeville acts out of 19 were disapproved for Sunday showings and two
others were modified.
Referring back to the May 3 release
sheet, the department, under Commissioner Paul G. Kirk, ruled out the entire subject dealing with “Child Marriage Runs
Into New Tenancy Law” from Paramount
News No. 77.

JOHN B. MAGANN IS
FATALLY STRICKEN
Boston — John

B.

Magann,

city sales-

man for Warner Bros., died last Saturday
at the Waldorf Astoria in New York. He
had left Boston the previous Saturday to
attend the distributors’ convention. He
was 51 years old. He leaves a widow, Mrs.
Helen Magann, of 51 Horne St. in Belmont. He had no children.
Magann, known to associates as Jack,
had been with Warner since the concern
absorbed the local First National exchange
about two decades ago. It is understood
that he has been under a physician’s care
for the past few years because of a heart
ailment.
Benjamin Abrams, a fellow Warner salesman and the deceased’s roommate in New
York, discovered that Magann was ill and
telephoned down for the hotel physician.
Jack Magann was pronounced dead approximately an hour later, after attempts
to revive him proved useless.
A brother. Prank Magann, operates a
taxicab service in Cambridge.

EXHIBITORS DEFER
BUSINESS MEETING
Boston — The

monthly

business

meeting

of the Independent Exhibitors, Inc., scheduled for last week was postponed. Nathan
Yamins, Fall River circuit owner who is
both national and local Allied States Association president, discussed organization
matters in an informal confab with Business Manager Arthur K. Howard, VicePresident Frank Lydon, Frank Perry, Lester Bendslev, Richard Rubin, and others.
A delegation from New England is completing plans to attend the national Allied
convention in Milwaukee on May 26, 27,
28. Among those tentatively decided to
go are Nathan Yamins, Mr. and Mrs. Wilbur Peterson, Daniel Murphy, Joseph
Flynn, Sam Resnick, Mr. and Mrs. Richard Rubin, Mr. and Mrs. William Wan,
Arthur K. Howard, and several others.

BOSTON FRIARS CLUB
PREPARING TOURNEY
Boston — Plans

are

progressing

for the

Boston Friars Club golf tournament to
be held at the South Shore Country Club
on June 8. Joe Cohen, booker for the Morris Pouzzner circuit, who is chairman of
the affair, reports that competition for
non-golfers as well as the regular treaders of the green, will be featured. One
of these prizes will be a putting contest for
novices. Prizes for one and all are being
donated by exchanges. Serving with Cohen
on the committee are Jack Meyers, head
of the Hub exchange, and Morris Greene,
theatreman.

New Haven Spurt
New

Haven — Chamber

of Commerce

Legislation
Boston — Motion

picture observers

at the

State House are chiefly concerned at present with the possibility of introduction of
new film legislation, as the session of the
1937 Massachusetts legislature draws to a
close. Peroration is expected early in
June. The film industry has escaped
unscarred from unfavorable proposals to
date. Censorship, admission tax, and other
such threats have been successfully warded off for another year.
Danger

in Rushed

Legislation

Still awaiting action, however, are bills
to increase the school age limit from fourteen to sixteen years and to establish a new
building code in Massachusetts. Both of
these bills, which are contingent upon industry interests but which are not generally opposed, are expected to pass. The present danger is that a petition unfavorable
to motion picture business be brought in
and rushed through both houses, members
of which are becoming increasingly anxious
to adjourn.

FRED RUSH IS NAMED
TO RKO BALLY POST
Boston — Fred

Rush

has been

appointed

to the publicity department of the local
RKO theatres by Jack Granara, local exploitation manager. Rush was formerly
captain of the service staff of the Keith’s
Memorial. He replaces Charles Patterson
who resigned a few weeks ago to manage
the Sam Kurson situation in Brandon.
Joseph Ehrlick, with the local Loew’s
theatres publicity offices until several
years ago, continues as first asistant to
Granara.

re-

ports for the first quarter of 1937 show
an average gain in the city in retail lines
of about 15 per cent over the similar period
in 1936. Robert Lancraft, retail head of
the Chamber, remarks that in New England the decline in recovery now becoming apparent is less than in other quarters
showing greatest gain in business.

NEW ENGLAND EDITTON Is One of the Seven Sectional
Editions in Which BOXOFFICE Is Published Weekly. The
Other Six Editions Are: MIDEAST, CENTRAL, MIDWEST,
WESTERN, SOUTHERN, EASTERN,

Industry on Guard Against
Possible Rushed

Segal Gets Franchise
Boston — Harry

Boston

franchise

Segal

has

acquired

the

for the distribution of

Imperial Pictures. A new New Haven setup, following the resignation of Philip
Sherman, is being worked out. Segal was
a New Haven visitor last week.

BRAD ANGIER. New Eiigland Editor, 14 Piedmont St.,
Boston, Mass., Phone: Liberty 9305. GERTRUDE PEARSON, Suite 915, 42 Church St., New Haven, Conn. C. A.
ROSSKAM, 106 Miller Ave., Providence, R. I.

Maine and N. Hampshire
Circnit Practices Assailed
Boston — Charges of “devastating competition’' were laid last week by the local
Allied unit at the door of a Paramountaffiliated circuit, Maine and New Hampshire Theatres Co., which operates two
houses in Burlington, Vt.
Affiliate
In

a

bulletin

Hogs
sent

Major

Product

to members.

Allied

took up the cudgels for Joe Mathieu, operator of the State Theatre in Burlington,
who reportedly “has great difficulty buying
enough major company product to keep
his theatre open.”
“Oddly enough,” the bulletin charges,
the Paramount partner “requires practically all major product and does not feel
that the independent operator is entitled
to major pictures for any run.”
In connection with a repeat-booking
drive conducted by Paramount several
weeks ago, the Maine and New Hampshire
“refused” the product for their situations,
so it was “offered” the State, according
to the bulletin.
Jump on Independents’s Booking
After the independent operator

had

booked in “Trail of the Lonesome Pine”
and advertised it for several days, the
film, the bulletin states, was “played in a
Maine and New Hampshire house two days
ahead.” The independent operator “pulled
his booking and quit” when he learned the
“performance was going to be repeated”
in connection with his booking of “Little
Miss Marker.”
Referring to the “performance” as a
“wedge by which Paramount succeeded
in selling Maine and New Hampshire re-

B © ^ T Cl M
JI^BNER EILENBERG,
associated with
George Ramsdell in the operation of
a Massachusetts theatre circuit involving
houses in Malden and Beverly, is convalescing in his home following a serious
illness.

Nathan Goldstein, partner in the Western Massachusetts Theatres, Inc., was in
Maine last week.

CITES THOROUGHNESS
OF FOREIGN FILMS
Hartford — In

a

recent

talk before

the

Teachers’ College at New Britain, Conn.,
Maurice Shulman of the Rivoli Theatre
contended that on the whole foreign films
have been more thorough, fearless and
constructive in portraying social problems
than American. Comparing the Russian
“Road to Life” with Warner’s “Wild Boys
of the Road,” Shulman pointed out that
whereas in the latter a few instances of
problem

boys were

depicted

and

a solution

offered which was inadequate for the entire situation, the former attacked the
whole problem fearlessly and followed
through

to the rehabilitation.

Other

pic-

tures discussed were “These Three,” “Under the Roofs of Paris,” “Le Million,” and
“Poil de Carotte.”

Edward Garvin is no longer with the
Springfield division of the Film Exchange
Transfer Co. Thomas Fisher has replaced
him.

Clinton Pollack is now assistant to Manager James Field at the Paramount in
Salem. The house is the key spot of circuit headed by Phil Bloomberg.
Arthur L. Tuohy, first assistant manager at Loew’s Orpheum, and Mrs. Tuohy
returned to Boston last week from a Bermudian honeymoon. The Loew’s manager
and his bride, formerly with M. & P., have
established residence in Arlington.
Joyce Dana, assistant dramatic editor of
the Boston Record, has been released from
the Baker Memorial Hospital where she
was being kept under observation.
Edward

Buys Guilford Lease

Gallner

was

beating

drums

here

Guilford, Conn. — Leo Schapiro, lessee of
the Guilford Theatre for the past three
years, has purchased the theatre building.

last week in advance of “A Star Is Born”
which has opened day-and-date at Loew’s
State and Loew’s Orpheum.

Before

Horace McNab, motion picture publicity man here and at Philadelphia, is now
connected with exploitation department of
WPA.

acquiring
aged the house
three years.
BOSTON

the lease, Schapiro manfor United Theatres for

RCA

OFFICES

MOVED

Boston — The offices of RCA
Photophone, Inc., and RCA Manufacturing Co.,
Inc., have moved from the Statler Bldg,
to the Metropolitan Theatre Bldg.

Marjorie Adams, dramatic editor of the
Boston Globe, has returned from a New
York sojourn.
(Continued

on

page

49)

peats in Burlington,” the bulletin adds that
“not only was the independent exhibitor
deprived of an opportunity to pick up a
few pictures,” but he was also “walked
over like the proverbial doormat by these
two

appendages

NEUMADE

BOOTH

EQUIPMENT

of the ‘Big Eight.’ ”

M. & P. Ready Outing
Boston — The
and P. Theatres

annual outing of the M.
Corp. will be held June 26

this year at the Fo’castle in Marblehead,
according to present plans of New England’s largest chain.
sports program is
ranged. Martin Mullin,
ward Cuddy, and other
prominently concerned
forthcoming perennial.
and

An entertainment
already being arSam Pinanski, Edcircuit heads are
in plans for the

A

Koerners Go West

CAPITOL THEATRE SUPPLY COMPANY

Boston — Chas. Koerner, divisional manager for RKO Theatres, and Mrs. Koerner
left last Saturday for the coast. Mrs. Koerner plans to visit her mother in Portland, Ore., during the stay. The circuit
executive plans to be absent from
ton headquarters for six weeks.
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gives you those added extras which make
for genuine value. Naturally, Capitol has
on hand the complete Neumade line.
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^^ITH Narragansett race track in the
closing week of its spring meet getting
the crowds in the daytime and the Shrine
Circus at Rhodes ballroom attracting from
2,000 to 5,000 persons nightly this week it
looks like a tough week for Providence theatres. The Shrine affair, run annually
by Palestine Temple, is a money-raising
proposition for the benefit of the crippled
children’s hospital sponsored by the Masonic organization at Springfield, Mass.
And just as a bit of added competition,
Tom

Mix’s circus is due in town "Wednesday for a matinee and night show.

Bingo also comes back to Providence this
week after being under the shadow of police bans for more than three months. Under rulings of the bill passed by the general assembly the police will now license
all bingo games, require sponsorhig organizations to keep the books and expenses
and manner of disbursing proceeds to
charities; permit no cash prizes nor prizes
worth more thaii $100 and in other manners take the "racket” out of the game.
Whether the public will go for the pastime
with as much enthusiasm under its revised code remains to be seen, although
many organizations are planning on running the game one night a week.
Rivalry between CIO and AFL to organize front-of-house theatre workers in
Rhode Island continues hereabouts with
neither side, it appears, doing much as yet
in signing up members. Last week Frank
Volante. business agent of the CIO, announced he had received from John Brophy, national secretary of the organization, confirmation of a request for a charter for Local No. 4, United Theatrical and
Motion Picture Workers of America. He
told newspaper men that his organization
in the past five months had enrolled 142
Providence theatre employes. Business
agents of the lATSE and MPO took 'Volante’s announcement with pronounced
skepticism but seem to be waiting for orders or communications from their own
national headquarters before making any
rebuttal statements or announcements of
their own.

PRODUCT SURVEY IS
EXTENDED BY ALLIED
Boston — The

product

survey

being

Boston

—

Monogram’s

Boston

exchange

probably will be ready for opening by
Monday, it has been announced by Steve
Broidy, treasurer and manager of the New
England office.
The former Pathe offices at 39 Church
St., the center of the Hub film district,
have been renovated and modernized for
occupation by the new distributors.
Monogram salesmen have been on the
road for the past few days with contracts
for the concern’s forthcoming releases.
Eight prints are expected to be in the
vaults by July 1.

Fire at Sanford, Me.
Boston

—

The

sprinkler

system

in the

Capitol Theatre Bldg, at Sanford, Me., is
credited with saving the structure from
serious fire damage, threatened last week
when a blaze from an unknown cause
started in the rear of the block. A general alarm was sounded. The building is
owned by Joseph Belanger.

Champlin Picture
to Norwegian Firm
Boston — William

Cyl-Champlin,

Boston — The

three

Ritz

Brothers

are

being talked of as one of the opening stage
attractions at the RKO Boston when that
first-run house resumes a film-flesh policy in the fall. Because of another accident, George Holland, Boston American
columnist, is not expected to make it a
quartet again.

Howard, together with Frank Lyon, local organization vice-president and operator of the Hamilton Theatre in Dorchester,
are the local men appointed to serve on
the eastern regional product survey committee at the recent convention in New
Haven. Compilation of the data obtained
through the questionnaires is to be disclosed to member exhibitors, probably at a
meeting in Boston on June 8.

to-

lobby displays at Keith’s Memorial, some of
which have achieved national recognition
for the pair, has been notified that a special advertising portrait created by him
has been purchased by the Aktieselskabet
Schous Bryggeri, no less, of Oslo, Norway.
The attention of the Norwegian firm was
first centered upon Cyl-Champlin’s work as
a result of a series of his poster reproductions, published in a magazine. Signs of the
Times. The sketch, which is to be used
internationally by the firm, portrays in
color a brewery drayman at work.
The

motion picture man, born in Cincinnati and educated in Florida, is a protege of George Innes jr., of fame as an
American landscape artist.

OPERA
New

STAR

IN "BROADCAST

York — Kirsten

Flagstad,

mous Wagnerian soprano, made

Consider Ritz Bros.

who

gether with Manager George French has
been responsible for many of the striking

OF 1938’’
world-fa-

her film

debut in ‘The Big Broadcast of 1938,’ in a
scene photographed in the Paramount
Long Lsland studio.
CINEMA
Boston

CLUB

— The

HOLDS
Cinema

FINAL MEET
Club, headed

by

Charles Repec of M-G-M, is scheduled to
meet May 19 at the Soldiers and Sailors
Club. It probably will be the last meeting
of the group until fall.

JOE CIFRE, Inc. ^
44 Winchester St.
BOSTON

con-

ducted by Allied in New England has been
extended throughout the month of May by
Arthur K. Howard, business manager of
the Independent Exhibitors, Inc. Over
ten per cent of those contacted by the
double-postcard method have responded.
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MIEW IIHIAVIIEM
residents attending neighborhoods will be thoroughly air-condition
conscious. The Strand is newly-equipped
with a cooling system and the Dixwell is
now installing one.
JJAMDEN

Bailey architects are studying Hamden
building regulations anent the proposed
theatre to be built by the operators of
the Whalley Theatre at 1220 Whitney Ave.
Arthur Blank, who had a North Park
Ave., Bridgeport, permit for a theatre to
be operated by Lou Anger, and has since
been unable to proceed because of the
Mayor’s accusations that one member of
the board which granted the permit had
been illegally appointed, is now reported
to be taking the matter to court.
Bill Hutchins of National has installed
new mechanisms in A. E. Sirica’s Capitol,
Waterbury, and in the newly-rebuilt Star,
New Milford, operated by Steve Panoras
. . . Also a new screen in Casey and
Wheeler’s Playhouse, New Canaan.
The Panoras house, which was completely demolished and reconstructed on
an enlarged scale, is set to reopen about
June 1.
Hal Hodes of Columbia addressed the
second annual symposium on pictures presented by the 16 Junior Motion Picture
Councils of New Haven at the Paramount Theatre Wednesday. Mayor John
W. Murphy also spoke.
Harry Rogovin of Columbia is due back
soon from a two weeks’ vacation . . . Harry
Shaw has returned to his desk after several days’ illness during which he missed
a dinner arranged in his honor at the
Home for the Aged.
Now that he’s added to the exhibitor
roster, Sam Rosen is sporting a smart
new Pontiac . . . Jeanette Berliner of GN
off on a two weeks’ trip to Mexico the
end of this month . . .Max Tabackman
maintains that now that Windsor and Cobe
are off the list, he alone is left to uphold
the single estate.
Lou Wechsler is justly proud of the 100
per cent record of holdovers for “A Star
Is Born.”
Joseph F. Reed reports for Washington
Depot that far from being helped by the
temporary closing of the Star, New Milford, business fell off during April because of a widespread epidemic of measles
and scarlatina.
A special Saturday morning show at the
Palace, Stamford, put on in cooperation
with the PTA, includes “Poor Little Rich
Girl,” three cartoons, free bouncing balls
and ice cream, games and toys — all for
10 cents . . . The Stamford also had a
special morning show of “The Prince and
the Pauper” at 15 and 25 cents.
Dr. J. B. Fishman of Fishman Theatres
has been reappointed honorary research
fellow in physiological chemistry at Yale.
Athan Prakas of the Rivoli, Bridgeport,
(Continued on next page)
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INTENSIVE

CAMPAIGN

ON "EARTH"
Portland,

Me. —

YIELDS

Concentrating

on

the

“400,” literary club groups, professional
men and women, teachers, and the like,
Harlan Boucher, manager of the Empire
Theatre here, recently put over a most
successful campaign on “The Good Earth.”
Approximately $675.00 was spent on the
campaign, $500 of which was used for
newspaper advertising in all three local
dailies. Six 24-sheet stands were placed
at arterial highways and intersections in
the city and suburbs. Four hundred pieces
of advertising, including one-sheets, 22x28
cards and 11x14 cards were used. Ten
thousand heralds were distributed throughout Greater Portland and 3,000 personally addressed letters were sent to a select
mailing list. Special displays were arranged in the public library and in two
local book stores. Three hundred study
guides were placed in the library, especially available to school children. Twenty
window cards were placed in store windows throughout downtown Portland. A
large, eye-catching electrical display was
constructed in the inner lobby of a local
bank ten days in advance of the opening
of the picture.
Climaxing the campaign, a 15-minute
electrical transcription was broadcast over
WCSH from 5:15 to 5:30 the afternoon
prior to the opening.

SAYBROOK WILL HAVE
NEW 600-SEAT HOUSE
New

Haven — V. &

S. Construction

Co.

and Modern Theatre Equipment have contracted with Leo Bonoff of Madison for
the entire construction and equipment of
a new 600-seat theatre to be begun immediately in Saybrook at an approximate
cost of $50,000.
The V. & S. is a newly organized corporation of which the principals are Vincent Fiori, decorator who works in conjunction with Modern in this territory, and
L. Schwartz, New York theatre estimator.
Weisman, theatre architect, also from New
York, has been engaged. Although plans
for this theatre have been reported for
some time, it was recently rumored that
the project would be dropped until fall.

Murphy-Sebetes to Wed
Boston — Eleanore

Sebetes

of the Para-

mount Theatre in the Hub and Gardner
Murphy of the Hotel Touraine are to
marry June 26, according to plans already
announced. Madeline Murphy wil be maidof-honor. Local film folk are expected
to attend in numbers.

"Ecstasy" Going Strong
New

Haven — “Ecstasy,”

in

its second

week at the Lincoln Theatre, looks like a
three or four weeks’ run, manager William
Wilson reports, with business the first
week at least doubling the normal. Two
extra Saturday shows have been added, at
11 a. m. and 11 p. m.

DID THIS EVER HAPPEN
TO YOU?
gILL BENJAMIN, NS representative, tells
this one about the old days (seven years
ago) when he was an Arkansas traveler:
He had landed in Wynne, Ark., a crossroads town just outside Fayetteville, and
an obliging exhibitor friend, who spoke
enticingly of Arkansas beauties, promised
to get a “date” for Bill. This was before
Bill married the Missus, you understand.
Came the night and Bill and his friend
started out in their jitney for the gal’s
house. The road led them through underbrush, over rocks and finally ended
in front of a closed gate. It was pitch
dark, frogs croaking, and all that. Bill,
reluctantly, got out to open the old-fashioned swing gate and as he did so a gun
exploded over his head. Bill didn’t stop
to ask questions, nor did his questionable
friend stop laughing until they had reached the safety of Fayetteville’s bright lights
and friendly streets.
The same joke played on another theatre salesman cost the salesman his pants.
He left part of them hanging on the barbed wire fence that enclosed the yard.

Put

SLIP COVERS
on
your Seats
Theatre
If you want your house
to appear cool and comfortable this summer.
Custom made slip covers as low
as 30 cents. Write us now so we
may
your

submit samples and fulfill
orders within two weeks.

WILLIAM S. KOSTER
197 Friend

St.

Boston, Mass.
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THIS
WILLIAM
Boston

WE

WEEK

MEET

McLaughlin

The Ground work is completed and cement poured for the walls of the new
Graphic circuit theatre at Franklin, N. H.
The Graphic also operates the Pastime at
Franklin.

left the

shoe manufacturing business because, after
a dozen years of difficulty in collecting accounts, he had the yen to get into an
industry whose policy was cash on the line.
Mr. McLaughlin never saw any theatre
patron writing it on the cuff for an admission, so he took over the Stoneham Theatre in Stoneham and the Weymouth in
Weymouth. He later disposed of the latter
situation to Phil Smith, local circuit operative.
He is tall,
as Bill. He
exhibitor in
prominently

keenly erect, and better known
is probably the best dressed
the district, where he has been
active for sixteen years.

Native

of Haverhill

Bill McLaughlin attended public schools
in Haverhill, city of his birth. He then
went to St. John’s Prep and, after four
years there, received his diploma in 1911
as a member of the first graduating class.
He was a football and basket ball star at
the institution, captaining the quintet during his last year there. He later played
professional basketball, hooping them from
the forward position. Following preparatory school, he enrolled at Worcester Tech.
The World War brought him to the Harvard Ensign School. He was commissioned as an ensign during the conflict and
later served three years in the Naval Reserve. He is a charter member of the local Theatrical Post, the Lt. A. Vernon McCauley Post of the American Legion and
is regularly re-elected finance officer of the
organization.
Two Cards to Get Into Office
The elder Mr. McLaughlin had long been
one of Haverhill’s foremost shoe manufacturers, so it was natural for young Bill
to take a hand in the business. One of his
jobs took him on the road. He didn’t do
too badly. An executive of a Chicago firm,
for instance, proved troublesome. The gentleman’s .secretary, whom Bill had sent into
the inner sanctum with his card, returned
with word that the big-shot was somewhat
elsewhere.
“Then
ed.

where’s my

card?’’ Bill demand-

This time the secretary returned with a
nickel.
“He says that if you’re so . . . so. Well,
here’s five cents for your card.’’
“Thanks,” said Bill. “And take him in
this card, too, will you? Tell him that
they’re two for a nickel today.”
Bill followed the second card ...
Moreover, he made his sale.
Active

Exhibitor

in.

Leader

He took over the Stoneham Theatre in
1921. The 800-seat house had been constructed about five years previously. It
has remodeled twice since them.
William McLaughlin has been on the
executive board of the Independent Ex-
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QPENING
for Thursday
“Cafe Metropole”
was
pushed update
from
to Wednesday at the Strand Theatre here May 12.
The picture, dualing with “Espionage,”
played to SRO during the evening performance.

McLaughlin

— William

POKTIAMD

If all people bought cars as quickly as
Bill Benjamin, NS salesman, automobile
salesmen wouldn’t be needed. With a broken spring threatening to hold up the traveling Benjamins for six hours at Laconia,
N. H., recently, the pair took exactly 15
minutes to buy a new black Olds. The two
weekended in Portland.
hibitors, Inc., since it was formed by Allied States Ass’n sympathizers here about
seven years ago. He was the business manager for three years and has served on a
number of national Allied committees.
He

was

one of the first premium distributors in New England. One of his earlier remembrances in connection with this
boxoffice bolstering is the expression on
the face of a woman who, having purchased a thirty-five cent ticket, stood enthused before a displayed dish set which
was to be given out piecemeal and ejaculated, “Isn’t that grand! All those for seeing a thirty-five cent movie!”
The situation today is somewhat different, according to one of Bill’ confederates.
Patrons have been so educated that they
no longer expect to receive an entire dinner set at a single show. A $400 Bank
Night award will do.
The name William McLaughlin is on
the records of the Stoneham Rotary Club
and the Stoneham Board of Trade as a
past president of both organizations. But
to his friends he’s still Bill.

NEW
(Continued

HAVEN

from preceding page)

will sail in June on the S. S. Vulcania
for several months in Greece ... It will
be Paris in June for Joe Faith of the
Mayfair, Terryville . . . Dave Magliora of
the Rialto, Windsor Locks, latest addition
to the list of Connecticut exhibs attending the Allied convention in Milwaukee.
The combination is Mrs. Dombe and
Son at the Brooklawn, Bridgeport, where
seats are being installed and opening
scheduled for next week.
“Box Office,” Ben Cohen’s original play
presented by the K. of C. last week, called
by Halsted Welles, on the Yale Drama
department staff, an unusually fine script
. . . Ben invited to address the Exchange
Club on “The

Theatre

and

Its Place in

the Community.”
Therese Speratore, United Artists booker, will be married to Robert Carlo of New
Haven on May 31. After a honeymoon in
parts unknown, Therese will be back at
the office.

A

Manx kitten has made his appearance at the Paramount exchange and created quite a stir by its tail-less condition
and the clear “M” on its forehead. Superstition has it that this particular kind of
cat is a “money” cat and the Exchange
gang expects momentarily to come into
great wealth.
Phil Coolidge, Paramount Newsreel photographer, made shots of the recent
launching of the “Ranger,” Harold S. Vanderbilt’s $300,000 Class J sloop, at Bath,
Me., and the film was screened at the
State Theatre Friday evening,
Walter Dyer, assistant booker at the
Paramount exchange, was to have returned from a two weeks’ vacation spent in
Boston and Cape Cod on May 17.
Filmrow visitors: H. V. Higgins, New
Nordica, Freeport; Eddie Desjardins, Gem
Theatre, Winthrop; Otis Page, Lincoln,
Damariscotta; Lester Coleman, Paramount
auditor; Johnny Feloney, Fox salesman,
Boston; G. W. Govan, Boston M. & P. office; L. J. Levenson, Standard Theatre
Supply Co.; Dan Sullivan, Trans- Atlantic
Advertising Co.; Bill Benjamin, NS salesman, and Mrs. Benjamin and Harry Olshon, Columbia representative.
Chelsea Waldron, president of the state
AFL and operator at the State Theatre,
has been named Republican candidate for
commissioner of labor.
After refusing consistently for months to
employ union labor, Mrs. Mabel Gorman,
operator of the Cameo Theatre, a subsequent, has at last unionized her house. The
theatre now employs three first-class operators.
The upstairs office of Harry Botwick,
manager of the State Theatre, took on the
appearance of a nursery recently when
prizes for the baby contest, now being conducted by the theatre, were deposited
there, pending distribution to the winners.
Beginning May 26 the Empire Theatre
will adopt Wednesday as it opening day
tice.
rather
than Thursday, as is now the pracLois Hall, cashier at the Empire, was ill
BOXOFFICE
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May 14. Rose Nicholson, Strand
pinch-hitted for her.

Ice cream will be given each child attending the special morning screening of “The
Prince and the Pauper” at the State Theatre May 22. As a special feature the
management has arranged to have an AAA
safety man, who broadcasts regularly over
WCSH, explain to the children how broadcasts are made. The picture is receiving
widespread publicity thi'ough newspaper
ads, announcements made in public
schools, radio plugs, bookmarks and study
guides placed in the library.
"Romeo and Juliet” returns to the Empire Theatre June 3 for a six-day run at
popular prices. The picture played the
house as a roadshow engagement last winter.
Fred Sharby, who operates a string of
theatres in New Hampshire and Vermont,
has redecorated the old Opera House at
Middlebury, Vt., and expects to open it
shortly. The house has been dark for two
months.
Clarice Botwick, wife of the State Theatre manager, is the proud possessor of an
autographed copy of "Neighbor in the Sky”
by Gladys Hasty Carroll, Maine author.
About 75,000 votes have been cast in the
“Most

Popular Baby Contest” being conducted by the State Theatre. Registration
has been so heavy that the management
was forced to close the contest May 15
instead of May 27 as originally planned.
A new playhouse is being constructed
just off the Boston road at Ogunquit. Walter Hartwig, who now operates the Ogunquit Playhouse, is expected to run the new
legit. The framework is completed, sides
boarded in and roof on.
The local Paramount branch placed seventh in actual deliveries in the recent national Adolph Zukor Jubilee Drive — just
out of the money.
Unionization of front of theatre and exchange employes is in progress here.
Radio photos of King George Vi’s coronation message through NBC, the royal
ceremony, and pictures of the King’s life,
were brought to the Strand screen May 14.
A good-will stunt that annually packs
the Strand Theatre is the donation of the
house for the Mother’s Day Caravan program. This is the third consecutive year
the house has been used for this purpose.

York — Educational

scored

one

of

the three greatest weeks of business in the
last four years during the anniversary
week ending May 15 which marked the
company’s 22nd birthday, according to an
announcement. Educational’s anniversary
week also was the second week of the May
anniversary month campaign, and 20th
Century-Fox shorts bookers broke records
in the drive, according to the company.
BOXOmCE
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Washington — The

house

ways

and

means committee late this month will
consider legislation to continue the
so-called nuisance taxes, including
the 10 per cent levy on theatre admissions over 40 cents. These taxes
yield nearly $500,000,000 a year, the
committee chairman. Representative
Doughton, said this week. Doughton
made it clear that present plans call
for an extension of all the levies falling in the "nuisance” class

New Copyright Bill
May Follow Huddle
Washington — From

present

expert study

of the Sheppard, Guffey and Duffy copyright revision proposals may come an entirely new bill combining “the best elements of all three,” Senator F. Ryan Duffy,
Minnesota Democrat, told Boxoffice this
week.
“I have every reason to believe,” Duffy
said, “that we can and will settle the copyright question at this session.” It is expected that a report will be submitted to
committee within two weeks.

^HE board of building commissioners has
revoked the permit granted Walter
Blank for a theatre on Park Ave.
Ticket booth windows and glass in the
lobby frames of the Colonial Theatre were
broken by vandals.
Martin J. Donahue, 55, for many years
employed in the production department
of Universal at West Fort Lee, N. J., died
recently at Newtown.
Patrons at the Black Rock Theatre only
have to buy an extra admission ticket to
get any piece of the diiuierware set they
have missed.
Fred Cuneo, formerly of the Globe, is
tory.
now booking night club acts in this terriMrs. Lucie Flack, manager of the Capitol, Milford, was among the witnesses at
the Hindenburg disaster.
Manager Morris Rosenthal of the Majestic is back at his desk after a brief
illness.

Big Educational Year
New

BOSTON

cashier,

Matt L. Saunders, Loew Poli manager,
was in charge of the annual stag dinner
at the Alogoquin Club.
The warm spell during the first week in
May was felt by the theatres, especially
the neighborhood houses.
The Loew Poli was host to a group of
newsboys who staged a parade on their
way to the theatre.

from page 44)

Virginia Walker, local girl who was Cecil
B. DeMille’s second choice for a title role
in "Samson and Deliah,” is 7iow modeling
in New York where she has been approached by several film scouts. Hers is
the face on certain Chesterfield ads.
Roadshows

are still extant in the Hub.

Although

“Lost Horizon” left the Columbia-leased Shubert last Saturday, M-G-M’s
“Captains Courageous” opened several
hundred yards away at the Colonial. Both
theatres are dramatic houses equipped with
portable projection and sound.
A Boston group is planning to be at the

York opening of Ben Mar den’s Riviera. Mickey Alpert, localite who has appeared in a number of Boston theatres,
will be m. c. at the dine-and-dancer.
New

ity.Vaughn O’Neill, recently assistant manager at Loew’s Orpheum, has been transferred to Loew’s State in a similar capacEileen Harrold, secretary to John Devlin
of Loew’s, Die., has left for New Orleans
to join her husband, Edward Kearney, who
was formerly on the staff at Loew’s State.
Harry Browning, head of the M. and P.
Theatres Corp., publicity department, is
directing an extensive New England publicity campaign for “Make Way for Tomorrow.” Five hundred dollars in prizes is
being offered for the best exploitations.
Joseph Brennan, executive secretary of
Allied Theatres of Massachusetts, Inc., local affiliate of MPTOA, is having his
Scollay Square offices renovated.

dramatic editor of the
Boston Traveler, was rushed to the Osteopathetic Hospital in Jamaica Plain last
week for an emergency appendectomy. She
was reported resting comfortably at the
time of going to press.
Helen

Eager,

The Empire Theatre in Salem, usually
closed during the summer months, is to be
taken over for a Federal Theatre Project
during July and August. The Empire is
operated by the Salem Realty Co.
Harry Tobin, resident manager for E.
M. Loew in Olneyville, R. I., became a
father last week and Boxoffice established
some sort of a tradepaper record. Prognostications of the coming paternity of
Joe Wolf, local Columbia booker, Lou Richmond, manager of the National here, and
said Mr. Tobin were printed several months
ago in the New England edition. The
events occurred . . . and in the order
named.

New

Koster Service

Boston — Custom

made

slip covers

for

theatre seats is a new service announced
by William S. Koster, long established
here in the chair conditioning business.
Koster recently completed a slip cover job
at the Paramount Theatre in Boston. 49

As a service to readers of BOXOFFICE, this page provides a ready source of information
on products and services which have been filed for reference with The MODERN THEATRE INFORMATION BUREAU. Information on the following subjects may be secured by
sending in the coupon. Use the key numbers. If data on subjects other than those listed
is wanted, just state your requirements. We will endeavor to see that you are supplied
with details promptly.
DECORATIONS

ADVERTISING
MT481
MT482
MT483
MT484
MT485
MT486
MT487
MT488
MT489
MT490
MT491
MT492
MT493
MT494
MT495
MT496
MT497
MT498
MT499

Main signs and marquees
Signs, Neon
Signs, structural glass
Signs, travel word
Attraction boards
Letters, attraction board
Letters, changeable silhouette
Price signs, boxofflce
Display frames
Poster lights
Poster projectors
Cut-out machines
Time schedule clocks, electric
Monogrammed
mats, rubber
Slides, advertising
Slides, announcement
Sound truck P. A. systems
Transformers, Neon
Ladders, safety

AIR CONDITIONING
MT505

Air

MT506
MT507
MT508
MT509
MT510
MT511
MT512
MT513
MT514
MT515
MT516
MT517

Heating systems
Refrigeration
Air washers
Blowers
Air circulators
Fans, exhaust
Grilles and registers
Temperature control devices
Air conditioning accessories
Motors, multi-speed fan
Motors, constant speed
Air filters

conditioning

MT520
MT521
MT522
MT523
MT524
MT525
MT526
MT527
MT528
MT529
MT530
MT531
MT532
MT533
MT534
MT535
MT536
MT537
MT538
MT539
MT540
MT541
MT542
MT543

and FURNISfflNG

Architectural service
Decorating service
Seating service
Theatre chairs
Chair covers
Theatre carpets
Carpet padding
Rubber matting
Furniture, lounge
Wall tiles, interior
Fabrics, decorating
Brass railings
Rope railings
Metal, ornamental
Mirrors
Luminous colors
Ticket booths
Directional signs
Exit boxes
Curtain controls
Curtain tracks
Curtains, fireproof
Fountains, drinking
Fountains, ornamental

plants — com-

LIGHTING
Fixtures, lighting
Colored lamps
Lumlllne lamps

MT553
MT554
MT555
MT556

Candle flame lamps
Floodlight lamps
Spotlight lamps
Sign lamps

MT557

Dimmers

The MODERN
Room

WANT ISN'T LISTED, ASK
UNDER "REMARKS"

THEATRE

FOR

IT BY NAME

section of BOXOFFICE

334 — 332 S. Michigan Ave.
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Chicago, 111.

MT564

Lighting

Please obtain for me free descriptive literature on the following
items: (List Key Numbers Below).

Remarks:

Chair fastening cement
Chair refinIshing materials
Upholstering materials
Seat patching kits
Seat decking materials
Floor surfacing materials
Carpet cleaning systems
Floor waxes

MT578
MT579
MT580
MT581
MT582
MT583
MT584
MT585
MT586

Matting, rubber
Paint, screen
Paint, plastic
Paint, aluminum
Polish, metal
Polish, furniture
Fireproofing compounds
Fire extinguishers
Ladders, safety

MT587

Uniforms,

staff

MT591
MT592

Projectors,
Projectors,

MT593
MT594
MTfi95
MT59r)

Projectors, semi-portable
Projector pedestals
Projector parts
Lamps, suprex type

complete
standard

MT597
MT59S
MT599
MTfiOO
MTfiOl
MTfi02

Lamps, reflector arc
Lamps, high Intensity
Lamps, incandescent projection
Arc regulators
Arc controls
Control panels
Rectifiers, copper-oxide
Rectifiers, tube type
Bulbs, rectifier
Rheostats, projection

MT607
MT608
MT609
MT610
MT611
MT612
MT613
MT614

Motor-generators
Lenses, projection
Lenses, conden.ser
Current changers
Mirror reflectors
Carbons, projector
Carbon savers
Reels

MTC15
MT616
MT617
MT618
MT619
MTfi20
MT621
MT622
MT623
MT624
MT625
MT626

Reel alarms
Rewinders, automatic
Change-over devices
Slide, projection
Lamps, spot and flood
Take-ups, film
Film safety controls
Fire prevention devices
Fire shutters, porthole
Film scales
Film scrapers
Film splicers

MT627
MT628
MT629
MT630
MT631
MT632

Film cleaners
Air gun (cleaner)
Tool kits
Film cabinets
Film cabinet stands
Effect projectors

SANITATION

State

with

MTf)03
MTfi04
MT()05
MTfiOH

I

Theatre

50

individual

MT570
MT571
MT572
MT573
MT574
MT575
MT576
MT577

Name

City

plants,

units

PROJECTION

MT550
MT551
MT552

USE THIS COUPON
YOU

Ultra violet lighting
Silhouette letter mounting
Flashed opal glass
Pot metal opal glass
Fuses, Indicator type
Fuses, cartridge

MAINTENANCE

plete

IF WHAT

MT558
MT559
MT560
MT561
MT562
MT563

MT641
MTe42

Cleaning compounda
Cleaners, vacuum

sound

MT643
MTG44
MT645
MT64G
MT647
MT648

Disinfectants
Deodorant blocks
Insecticides
Disseminators
Air purifiers, ozone
Air perfumes

MT649
MT650
MTG51
MT652
MT653
MT654
MT655

Air sprays
Soap dispensers
Soaps, liquid
Hand driers, electric
Chewing gum solvents
Rubber link matting
Exhaust fans

SOUND
MT661
MT662
MT663
MT664
MT665
MT666

Sound systems,
Sound heads
Amplifiers
Pre-amplifiers
Speakers
Rectifiers

MT667
MT668
MT669
MT670
MT671
MT672
MT673

Condensers
Photo-electric cells
Tubes, amplifier
Tubes, rectifier
Exciter lamps
Baffles, horn
Lens assemblies, sound

MT674
MT675
MT676
MT677
MT678

Public address systems
Microphones
Microphone stands
Hearing aid systems
Acoustical materials

STAGE

complete

EQUIPMENT

MT685
MT686

Screens, moving
Lighting, stage

MT687
MT688

Curtain
Curtain

MT(j89
MT690

Stage
Stage

MT691
MT692

Scenery, stage
Footlights

MT693

Switchboards

picture

controls
tracks

draperies
rigging

STRUCTURAL

MATERIALS

MT700

Structural

MT701
MT702
MT703
MT704

Insulation materials
Acoustical materials
Fibre boards
Fronts, glass

glasses

MT705
MT706

Fronts,
Fronts,

MT707
MT708
MT709

Fronts, stainless steel
Toilet partitions, metal
Flooring, asphalt tile

vitreous enamel
porcelain enamel

MISCELLANEOUS
MT715
MT716
MT717
MT718
MT719

Accounting systems
Change makers
Safes, boxofflce
Tickets
Ticket choppers

MT720
MT721
MT722

Ticket Issuing machines
Ticket registers
Ticket holders

MT723
MT724

Pop corn machines
Uniforms, staff
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PA. LAWMAKERS WORKING OVERTIME
Benjamin Kalmenson
Again Upped ig WB
Pittsburgh — For

the

second

time

within

a period of nine months congratulations
poured into the office of Benjamin Kalmenson, central district manager for Warner Bros., who has
been advanced to the
position of eastern
district manager.
The promotion was
announced at the recent Warner Bros,
sales convention, with
Robert Smeltzer, midAtlantic district manager, named to assume the central district in addition to
his own area which
Benjamin Kalmenson includes Philadelphia
and Washington.
Kalmenson, formerly local branch manager and assistant manager in the operation of the local Warner theatre circuit,
started in the film business here in 1927,
under Roy Haines, now eastern and Canadian sales manager.
Placed

Second

and

Third

in

Drive

Last August Kalihenson was promoted
to the central district post. He will make
his headquarters in New York, having
been scheduled to depart from here May
21. His new duties give him supervision
over the territories covered by New York,
New Jersey, Boston, New Haven, Albany
and Buffalo.
In the recent Sears sales drive Kalmenson’s district copped second and third
branch honors, Harry Seed of Pittsburgh,
finishing second, and A. Shmitken, Cincinnati, following in third position, both receiving bonus checks.
A testimonial dinner will be staged at
the Willian Penn Hotel on Friday evening,
June 4, in honor of Kalmenson. Harry A.
Seed, Pittsburgh branch manager for Warner, is general chairman of the affair,
and he is being assisted by Mike Gallagher
and members of Variety Club.

Numerous

Penn. Chain Tax Bill
Unaltered
Harrisburg,

Pa. —

The

house

refus-

Pittsburgh — Of

com-

mittee has inaugurated a campaign to
oust dog races from this city, and an appeal will be made to Gov. George H. Earle
to enlist his support. Dogs are arriving
here and the season is announced to open
soon, George Wheeler, YMCA secretary reports.
His appeals to local authorities have
gone unheeded, he says, and because of
the danger of gambling, to which local
police have shown an indifference, his
committee will seek action from the governor.

by law.

Cleveland — The

local

20th

Century-Fox

26 to attend

the company’s convention in Hollywood.
Those attending from Cleveland will be
George Roberts, district manager; I. J.
Schmertz, branch manager; Edwin Bergman, Sam Lichter, D. Davidson, F. Hunt.

MIDEAST EDITION Is One of the Seven Sectional Editions
in Which BOXOFFICE Is Published Weekly. The Other
Six Editions Are: NEW ENGLAND, CENTRAL, MIDWEST,
WESTERN, SOUTHERN, EASTERN.

ELSIE

LOEB,

D. RICH,

2425

127

racing;

12805

KLINGENSMITH,

HYDE,

of

vital

Regulation

Extends

Other measures pending would ban
blind booking, block booking and designation of playdates; amend the Sunday
movie act; amend the fire safety building
regulation law; establish uniform admission prices; tax chain theatres; grant more
power to state censors; require two projectionists at all times; require a special
switchboard attendant; establish Sunday
basketball, hockey and vaudeville performances; legalize betting on horse and dog

Cleveland Foxites Poised
delegation leaves here May

bills

In excess of 1 but not to exceed 5
theatres, $5 for each such additional
theatre; 5 but not to exceed 10 theatres, $10 for each such additional theatre; 10 but not to exceed 15 theatres,
$20 for each such additional theatre;
15 but not to exceed 20 theatres, $30
for each such additional theatre; 20
but not to exceed 30 theatres, $50 for
each such additional theatre; 30 but
not to exceed 50 theatres, $100 for each
such additional theatre; 50 but not to
exceed 75 theatres, $200 for each such
additional theatre; 75 but not to exceed 100 theatres, $250 for each such
additional theatre; 100 but not to exceed 200 theatres, $350 for each such
additional theatre; 200 but not to exceed 500 theatres, $450 for each such
additional theatre; over 500 theatres,
$500 for each such additional theatre.
Penalty, upon conviction, for violation
in securing license, shall be not less than
$50, nor more than $100; this license tax
to be in addition to any taxes now imposed or that may subsequently be imposed

CITIZENS CAMPAIGN
TO BAN DOG RACES
citizens’

many

This act (H228) would license theatres
and stores annually, effective June 1, 1937,
as follows:

tightly drawn in the closing “grind”
of the legislature.

Pa. — A

the

interest to the industry, probably most
prominent is the chain store tax bill, whose
provisions includes theatres, now before the
Pennsylvania legislature whose original
closing
to
May date
28. of May 21 has been postponed

nis-proposed “Little Wagner Act”
containing an “equal rights” clause
opposed by organized labor, brought
forth much action this week, the
20th of the regular session. Relief
and other labor measures tangled in
the program as battle lines were

Kensington,

Led

by Chain Store Tax
Bill, Affect Industry

ed a second time to approve senate
changes to the Pennsylvania chain
store tax bill, and a compromise
committee was named to settle the
differences. The senate included theatres in the tax per unit in amending the measure.
Bent upon sine die adjournment
by May 28, the legislative hopper was
loaded with controversial measures,
any of which may delay adjournment
and deadlock the assembly. McGin-

New

Measures,

Cedar

1701

Cass

Treinont

Ave.,

Blvd.

demand theatre’s diagram
(Continued on page 54)
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CENSORSHIP BILL'S CHANCES SUM

Mich. Exhibitors Have Aid
of Decency Legion in
Opposition

Detroit — Prom informed circles, Boxoffice learned this week that with the Le-

gion of Decency and other similar groups
cooperating with H. M. Richey, general
manager of Allied, in his fight against the
current censorship bill in the state legislature, the measure has little chance of passing this session. The present session will
close shortly after June 1.
Arbitrary

Powers

to Board

A copy of the bill, received this week by
the local bureau of Boxoffice, states the
state film board would consist of three
members, appointed by the governor for
terms of three years each. The censorship fee would be $3.00 per 1,000 foot reel.
The bill also provides that all films entering Michigan and censored by the board
would be prefixed with a five foot leader
bearing the words, “Approved by the Michigan board of film censorship.”
The bill, in the form it was presented
to the legislature by Representative Joseph
M. Martin, who introduced it, was exceptionally general and would give any such
censor board considerable leeway in viewing pictures. “Only such motion picture
films as are in the judgment and discretion of the board of film censorship of a
moral, educational or amusing and harmless character shall be passed and approved by such board,” read that section of the
bill describing the board’s powers.
Legion

Denies

Backing

bill,” Arthur Maguire, head of the local
unit, told Boxoffice this week. Maguire
refuted the statement by Representative
Martin that the Legion was backing the
bill.
Numerous of Richey’s allies in the fight
started against the bill are confident their
combined efforts will defeat any such censorship measure that may be introduced
even after the present bill is killed.

Detroit Grosses Take
Severe Dip
there was

The grand opening of the new Shanklin’s Grand Theatre, Roncevert, W. Va.,
May 17, left nothing to be desired. Attended by many notables of the industry,
including Paramount’s Duke Clark from
Columbus and Mrs. Clark; F. L. Turner,
district superintendent of Electrical Research, Washington, D. C., and representative of Western Electric sound; Sol Hyman, head of W. Va., Theatre Managers’
Assn, and many others. Special entertainment was offered between the performances, with addresses by visiting
celebrities.
Eddie Sonz, formerly with Billy Bien’s
Theatre Poster Supplies, has joined Bill
Onie’s Monogram staff and is sales representative in W. Va.
A daughter, a future Shirley Temple,
was born to Franklyn Shepherd, Shepherd
Trucking Service, this week, and the cigars
are much in evidence.

Bill

“The Legion of Decency in Detroit is
not in back of any political censorship

Detroit — While

JN spite of the approaching summer season, opening of new houses are definitely in order. At Hot Coal, W. Va., J.
Hartley will open the Hot Coal Theatre
within the next two weeks. Mrs. John
Walter opened the Lyric at Huntington,
after completely renovating the house,
closed by the flood.

no defi-

nite evidence that the United Automobile Workers were actually boycotting local theatres this week,
busmess was definitely off at both
first-runs and neighborhood theatres. Detroit was among the cities
named by the CIO to aid in supporting the Hollywood studio strike
by having its members remain away
from theatres.
Last week the local UAW board
wired its support of the CIO unions
on the coast in their strike efforts,
offering to have its 300,000 members remain away from local theatres as a sympathetic move.

Detroit — The

local lATSE

Harry Donau, resigned from Paramount’s
local force, has been succeeded by John
Hardt.
The old Opera House at Jamestown,
Ohio, is to be reopened, after complete
remodeling. Local capital is financing the
house.
Frank Deane and his associates have
taken over the theatre at Kanawah City,
W. Va.
John Hewett of the Bethel Theatre, Bethel, O.. was seen at the Roio, having completely recovered from his recent appendicitis operation.
UA’s Max Stahl announces the biggest
gross receipts in the history of the local
force,
Drive. winding up the George Schaefer
And Warner comes forth with flying
colors and two weeks additional pay for
the force in the Sear’s drive.
M-G-M’s E. M. Booth predicts the biggest year ever for 1937-38, following the
return of the localities from the coast convention. Bigger features, bigger stars and
added writers will add their share toward
a record year.
Visitors this week included John Dugan
and Frank Collins, Regent State Corp.;
L. T. Anderson, B arbour sville, W. Va.;
Fred Krimm, Columbus; Carl Rohs, CynFrisz, Schine’s circuit.

headquarters,

headed by Roger Kennedy, business agent
and member of the executive board of the
international American Federation of Labor affiliate, continues making steady
progress toward its goal of unionizing the
industry in all its branches throughout
Michigan.
The lATSE, during the last week, aided
in signing up the three Bernstein theatres
in Bay City for union operators, thus leaving only one theatre, that of R. P. Leahy,
the Washington, as a non-union house.
All other houses there, including four Butterfield theatres, have been union-operated for several years.
Theatre

Employes

Meet

Meanwhile, over last weekend about 125
ushers, doormen and cashiers of various
circuit and independent theatres in the
city attended an organization meeting at
union labor temple here, presided over by
Kennedy. Only organization plans were
discussed at the meeting.

CONTINUED

RUN FOR

"CAFE METROPOLE"
Cleveland — “Cafe

thiana; Ray
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Unionizing Proceeds
ThroughoutMicliigan

Metropole,”

20th Cen-

tury-Fox picture, was the occasion this
week of breaking a long established policy.
This was moving a picture from the RKO
Palace to another leading downtown house
for a continued run.
“Cafe Metropole,” with a stage show,
made such a good showing that Nat Holt,
RKO Great Lakes division manager, moved
it over to the Allen for a second week.

EDMUND BIRR GETS
FLAG COMPANY BERTH
Cleveland

—

Thomas

Sample,

general

sales manager for Valley Forge Flag Co., announces the appointment of Edmund Birr
as district manager of the northwest with
headquarters in Chicago. William Couleham has been appointed salesman in the
Cook county district.

Sound Improved
New

York — A

Gaumont

sound

equip-

ment development which “sprays” sound
to every part of the theatre, thus eliminating blind spots, is now being installed in
British theatres. The equipment is known
as “Duosonic.”

Address Variety
Detroit — Mayor

Frank

Couzens;

Fred

Frahm,

superintendent of police, and Inspector Edward Kunath of the narcotic
squad, were the speakers this week at the
Variety Club luncheon.
BOXOFTICE
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ROTH, now in the process of remodeling the old Castle Theatre which
has been closed since the advent of sound,
will call it the Melrose when it opens about
June 15 . . . And no doubt it’s the recent
coronation influence that caused George
Davis to change the name of the new
State Theatre, Salineville, to the Palace.
pRANK

Copy of Detroit Minors
Law for Allied Members
Detroit

Under Schine operation, the State in
Bucyrus is closed so as to concentrate business at the Southern, recently acquired
from the Charnas circuit . . . Another exhibitor who believes a change of name is
good for business is Art Mathews who now
calls the Opera House the Park Theatre.
Mrs. Edward Carran, who has so successfully served the Federation of Women’s
Clubs as chairman of the Motion Picture
Division, has been elected vice-president
of the federation.

Jack Greenbaum, States Right distributor, will have at least four attractions at
the Great Lakes Exposition which opens
its second season the end of May.
L. F. Walters, manager of National Theatre Supply Co., says exhibs in the territory are laying in big supplies of carbon
to take advantage of the present 20 and
5 per cent discount now offered.
Victor J. Hayes of the Roxy at De Graf
and Dan Gutilla, Bellefontaine theatre
owner, have taken over the Majestic 465seat Lima house from Robert E. DeHaven
and Richard Gennett.

of Allied

The-

The principal sections of the new ordinance, violation of which calls for fine not
to exceed $500 or imprisonment for not
more than 90 days are:
No children 10 years of age or under
may remain in theatres after 7 p. m., unless accompanied by parent or guardian.
No children 16 years of age or under
may remain in theatres after 10:30 p. m.
unless accompanied by parent or guardian.
No young men under 18 years of age,
or women under 21 years of age, may be
permitted in all night theatres between
2 a. m. and 6 a. m.
The new ordinance makes parents and
guardians of children as much liable for
violation of the law as exhibitors.

Manager Bill Blair of the Hanna closed
the most successful legitimate theatre season in five years on Saturday with the end
of the “Lost Horizon" two-week run, as result of which the outstanding stage attractions for next season are including Cleveland in their itinerary.
Joe Lefko, who has been salesman for
GB in the Pittsburgh territory, is back in
Ohio as salesman for Monogram, covering
the central part of the state . . . Word
comes that Harry Scott, former GB branch
manager here, has joined the Monogram
exchange in St. Louis . . . Bill Shartin,
Grand National branch manager, is on the
coast conventioning.

— All members

atres will receive a framed printed copy of
the new city ordinance regulating attendance of children in theatres. H. M. Richey,
general manager, this week said that the
copies would be suitable for hanging in
theatres, as part of the requirement of the
new ordinance which has just gone into
effect with its signing by Mayor Frank
Couzens.

An early bird. William Finkel of the
Arcade and Colonial theatres at Pittsburgh, Pa., signs a Grand National
contract while Edward L. Alperson
(right) , GN president, and Jules Lapidus, Pittsburgh manager, look on.

Supply Dealers of
Detroit in Parley
Detroit — What

is thought

to be the first

CLEAVER ACQUIRES
IMPERIAL FRANCHISE
Detroit — F. Raoul

Cleaver

has acquired

the Imperial Pictures franchise for this
territory. The franchise, which will run
for five years, will include the 1937-38
lineup of 32 Hollywood Productions and
the present Imperial releases.
Cleaver, who has long been associated
with the distribution and exploitation of
pictures in Michigan, will locate his exchange at 2310 Cass Ave.

Sogg, Brauer Honored
Cleveland

— Jack

Sogg

and

Edwin

H.

Harry H. Goldstein, Paramount district
manager, and Mrs. Goldstein are back
from a vacation at Atlantic City . . . Jim
Scoville of the Scoville, Essick and Reif
circuit is supervising construction of an
addition to the Ezella Theatre which will
raise the seating capacity to 950.

meeting of all local theatre supply dealers
was held Monday afternoon for the purpose
of discussing rapidly rising prices. Those
present were George McArthur, McArthur
Supply Co.; Ralph Ruben, Amusement
Supply; Ernie Forbes, Oliver Theatre Supply; and Bill Turnbull, National Theatre
Supply.

Brauer were selected for outstanding honors at the recent M-G-M convention on
the coast. Each of them was presented
with a gold star, insignia of top sales ability. They were two of a total of fourteen
salesmen so honored out of the entire
M-G-M sales organization.

Maurice Spitalny, popular Cleveland orchestra leader, moved to Buffalo for an
engagement at the Hollywood Night Club
. . . Miss Ethel Friedner of the United Artists publicity staff was in town for a week

After the meeting a price hike was announced on rolls of tickets (2,000-ticket
rolls) from 40 to 50 cents.
It is planned to have more such dealer
meetings to discuss supply prices and problems in the future.

mvj riLLTRfllLERS
SHO
RLirRlLlS:

working with Loew’s Milton Harris on
“Woman Chases Man,” currently playing
Loew’s State.

Nate Schultz Returns

Mrs. Georgia Moffett, secretary of the
Cleveland Film Board of Trade, was one
of the guest speakers at the Cinema Club
in Youngstown last week.

franchise owner for northern Ohio, returned from the Monogram convention in Chi-

The Clark National Theatre, Cleveland,
has had its name curtailed and is now the
Clark Theatre. It has been taken over by
Madeline Kolozzi and Zoltan Gombos.

Mickey Rooney in “The Hoosier Schoolboy’’
now in production, and including Jackie
Cooper in a popular story production and
Jack Randall, singing cowboy.
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Cleveland

—

Nate

Schultz,

Monogram

cago, enthusiastic over the company’s program for the 1937-38 season, starting with

For Both

Single and Double Bills

SAVE MONEY WSCREEN
3 CHANGES
Send

TIME

A WEEK— $3.00

in your dates and

check for $3.20

for one week's

service and shipping

LLOYD

HAMMOND

pense.

ex-

2425 Gass five . .». Detroit, Mich.
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Legislature Busy

Kellenberg Honored

(Continued

by Over 100 Friends
Clarksburg,

W.

Va. —

More

than

100

friends of C. C. Kellenberg honored him
at a testimonial dinner Tuesday evening at
the Waldo Hotel, the affair having been
arranged to pay tribute to the veteran 20th
Century-Fox film sales representative in
the West Virginia territory on the occasion of his promotion to the position as
office manager at the company’s Pittsburgh branch exchange under Ira H. Cohn,
branch manager.
"Kel,” as he is known to his many exhibitor accounts, all of whom are numbered as close friends, recently succeeded
A. W. McCormick, resigned, to the office
post, and the territory formerly covered
by “Kel” is now being handled by Jim
Thorpe, formerly a member of the booking
staff at the 20th-Fox exchange, Pittsburgh.
Richard D. Marks, general chairman,
was assisted by the following West Virginia
committee: Claude Robinson, Clarksburg;
George Sallows, Morgantown; Dick Kemper, Wheeling; Bill Prichard, Weston; Sol
Goldberg, Elkins; Les Bush,Grafton; Harry
Gantz, Clarksburg; Fuzzy Knight, Fairmont; Jim Woodell, Clarksburg; R. H. Talbot, Elkins; Dr. C. P. Church, Mannington;
Joseph Feeney, Clarksburg; Jack Marks,
Clarksburg, and Glenn Tinsley, Clarksburg.
Members of the Western Pennsylvania
committee included; Bill and Harry Walker, Crafton; Carl Poke, Mark Goldman
and Jim Thorpe, Pittsburgh, and A. W.
“Denny” McCormick, Beaver.

INDEPENDENT POSTER
TO RENTAL POLICY
Pittsburgh — Independent

Display

Co.,

theatre poster supply house here for 29
years, last week announced that beginning
May 24 all its advertising material will be
served on a rental basis.
Rental prices and credits for returned
advertising has been posted. These figures show that net costs to exhibitors will
be lower on Warner and Paramount advertising, both of which companies have
entered into the rental service plan.
A statement from Independent Display

from page 51)

exits exhibited on screen at each performance; require licensed projectionists for
school exhibition; tax billboards; establish exemptions on license for certain
amusement places; prohibit liquors at certain places of amusement; license theatrical bookers and further limit this field; license pin-ball and vending machines, and
numerous other direct and indirect measures.
Fight

for

Pari-Mutuels

Pari-mutuel gambling measure, defeated last week in the house by a vote of 69
to 125, is not yet dead, the sponsors and
proponents having planned a revival of the
measure with referendum and local option
features inserted. Horse race backers have
put up a stubborn fight for the enactment
of this measure, which the governor has
declared he would veto if it should happen
to come to his desk.
Blind

Booking

Curber

Sought

Act to prevent restraint of trade by prohibiting the system of “blind booking”
whereby exhibitors are required to lease
films without first having opportunity to
view such films, and requiring leases of
films to contain a synopsis of such films
(S-1163), introduced last week, additionally requires a statement describing the
manner of treatment of dialogue concerning the scenes depicting vice, crime or suggestive of sexual passion. Any person convicted of violation of the provisions of the
act shall be sentenced to pay a fine of not
less than $1,000 and not more than $5,000,
or be imprisoned not exceeding one year,
or both, in the discretion of the court.
Messrs. Dent and Stiefel are pressing for
the enactment of this act.
Would

Ban

Block

Booking

Act to prevent restraint upon free competition by prohibiting the system of compulsory “block booking,” another Dent and
Stiefel bill (S-1164), is before the senate’s
committee on law and order. This bill
would make it unlawful for any producer
or distributor to require as a condition
precedent to the licensing or leasing of
films that the licensee or lessee shall take
all or a designated number of photoplays
or subjects out of a total number offered
in order to obtain the ones which the lessee or licensee desires to lease or license.

of

Further, the act requires that disagreements between the producers and distributors and the operators of motion picture theatres concerning the proportionate
part of the rental asked for a block or
group of pictures which shall be demanded
and paid for such lesser number as the
theatre owner may elect to take shall be
demanded and paid for such lesser number as the theatre owner may elect to take
shall be settled by the judges of the various courts of common pleas sitting in
equity of the county in which said theatre
operator shall reside or do business in
Pennsylvania.

the Monogram-Royal Pictures, Inc., exchange, recently appointed local distributor of Adcaster, latest type projector designed for flashing continuous film advertising, announces that the first sales representative appointed is Otto Kurtz, veteran film man of this city. In the early
days of the industry he was affiliated with
General Film Co. and at one time was
manager of the Vitagraph exchange.

Dent and Stiefel also are backing their
act which would prohibit the specification
of a certain day or days for the public exhibition ofpictures in distributor’s contract
IS- 1165). Act provides for fines of not
less than $100 nor more than $500 for the
first offense and not less than $500 nor
more than $800 for each separate subsequent offense.

Co. announces that “we are printing all
our own advertising material on all Paramount and Warner pictures, commencing
with ‘King of Gamblers,’ Paramount, and
‘Prince and the Pauper,’ Warner.” Independent Display will continue its mounting of one, three and six sheets, Dave
Rosenfeld, manager, states.

Adcaster Distributor
Pittsburgh — D. J. Selznick,
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manager

Designation

of

Playdates

Reduce Rail Fare
for Allied Conclave
Cleveland — Round

trip fare from

Cleve-

land to Milwaukee, scene of the national
Allied convention May 26-27, will be $23.90
(30 day limit), announces G. W. Erdmann,
secretary of the Cleveland Motion Picture
Exhibitors
The New Ass’n.
York Central pulls out from
Cleveland at 12; 20 a. m. and arrives in
the Chicago La Salle St. station at 7; 00
a. m. Free transfer by bus from here to
the Union Station will be provided and the
train for Milwaukee will leave from this
latter point at 7; 55 a. m., arriving in downtown Milwaukee at 9; 32 a. m.
Returning, trains leave Miwaukee at 1;30
p. m., and 8; 15 p. m., arriving at Chicago
at 3:00 p. m. and 9:30 p. m., from which
point, after transfer, trains for Cleveland
leave at 4:00 p. m. and 11:40 p. m., reaching their destination eight hours later.
Pullman charges from Cleveland to Chicago are $2.50 for a lower birth, $2.00 for
an upper. Compartments and drawing
rooms, respectively, are $7.00 and $9.00
and are for two or more. Parlor car seat
is $1.50 The same Pullman charges apply
from Chicago to Cleveland.

KAY
(SrM'
HTON NEW
HOUG
ERECT
THEATRE
Greenville,

Pa. — A

new

theatre

will be

erected here by Leonard T. Houghton and
Paul V. McKay, operators of theatres at
Franklin and Grove City, Pa., and Montgomery, W. Va.
The house will be named the Kayton
and will be thoroughly modern. It will be
located on Main St. near Mercer St., adjoining the National Hotel building, fronting 50 feet on the former street and running through to the alley at the rear, the
property having been purchased by Houghton and McKay. Work will be started at
once and it is hoped to have the Kayton
Theatre open before September.
A. Sleissinger, operator of the Mercer
Square and Main theatres here, has been
threatened with opposition for several
years but the various attempted projects
have resulted in failure. Announcement
by Houghton and McKay definitely will
bring a new theatre to Greenville.

Guy Ida Will Open
Springdale,

Pa. — The

Happy

Hour

Thea-

tre, closed last week by Elmer Dattola
when he opened the new Miami Theatre,
will be reopened within two months by
Guy V. Ida, McDonald exhibitor, who, with
a brother ,is owner of the property. Considerable remodeling is understood planned
for the Happy Hour.

NEW

MARTINSBURG

Martinsburg,

HOUSE

Pa. — Local report indicates

that a theatre will be erected here.

This

community has not had a theatre in operation since the silent days of the screen.
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lO IE T K O M T

^PENINGS of two new theatres last
were attended by many Filmrowites.
The Miami, Springdale, officially inaugurated Monday evening, proved to be one
of the finest small-town theatres in the
territory. Mr. Elmer Dattola, operator,
took a bow from the stage, while his wife,
Mrs. Victoria Dattola, who is responsible
for many of the construction ideas, saw to
it that all film and theatre friends were
provided with fine refreshments. Assisting
at the theatre are three sons and a daughter—Louis, assistant manager; Elmer jr.,
in charge of the ushers; Joe, 10 years of
age, who distributed novelties and souvenirs, and Miss Aurora Dattola, cashier.

BILL ELLIOTT and his aid, Cyril Vorndan, have been having a big time
changing fronts practically every day, with
the remodeling of the front of the State
Theatre. When finished, the State will
have a marquee twice as long as before
Woodward Ave. was widened.

Sandy Sandelman is now city salesman
for M-G-M, switching posts with Jack
Morgan, who is now selling out in the
state.

Among out-state exhibitors in the various exchanges this week: O. A. D. Baldwin, Bridgman; Bob and Fred Pennell,
Decatur; Ray Branch, Hastings; Wesley
Thiel, Pigeon; J. C. Peck, Fenton; Elmer
Edmore, and Gene German!, MonWood,
roe.
George Ranshaw, manager, and Cassius
Smith, his assistant, won first prize in the
Adolph Zukor Silver Jubilee contest for
United Detroit Theatre managers, which
ended this week, after 90 days. Second
money went to Hy Bloom, manager of the
Rosedale, with Ms assistant, Gordon Johnson, and Morgan Creedon, Alger manager,
splitting third prize money.
We’re glad to be able to write that the
first reports of Bill Bishop’s serious illness
again are refuted by later word from Oklahoma City where he is now resting that he
will be able to return to Detroit this week.
Howard Pierce had a knockout of a
Swiss Iceland set for the appearance of the
Ice Follies at the Michigan last week.
Myer Colman, formerly salesman here
with Universal Pictures, and now in the
service department of National Screen Service in Atlanta, was a local visitor this
week.
Plenty of exhibitors attended the opening of the new exchange quarters of Monogram Pictures on Monday. S. K. Decker
and Jack Saxe took care of the official
duties of hosts in excellent fashion.
Eddie Carrier, assistant to William Ferguson, M-G-M exploitation head, was a
local visitor this week.

NTSCo Reports Sales
Cleveland— -L. F. Walters,

manager

of

the local office of National Theatre Supply, announces contracts for equipment
closed with the following: Harry Lashinsky for his new theatre in Caldwell, O.,
chairs, projectors, amplifiers, lamps, carpets, lighting fixtures and booth equipment: Ohio Theatre, Barnesville, ( a new
house) entire equipment; Beach Cliff,
Rocky River, mechanisms, stands, lamps,
rectifiers and miscellaneous equipment.

Bob Smeltzer (left), mid- Atlantic
district manager for Warner Bros.,
with headquarters in Washington,
who has been named to assume supervision over the central district,
succeeding Benj. Kalmenson, who
has been promoted to the position of
eastern district manager. Smeltzer
is pictured here smiling his appreciation upon receiving a bonus check
as second prize in the district manager awards of the Sears drive. The
donor is Gradwell L. Sears, general
sales manager for Warner Bros.
(Cosmo-Sileo Photo).

Cleveland Tent Gives
Orphans Free Show
Cleveland — The

BUSY

Pittsburgh— Max

IN W. VA.

Arnold,

former

Pitts-

burgh and Morgantown exhibitor, is roadshowing “Call Me Co-Ed” in West Virginia.
BOXOrnCE
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UDT Re-Names House
Detroit — The

name

of the

State

The-

atre, downtown first-run house of the United Detroit circuit, will be changed this
week to the Palms Theatre. A new marquee is being constructed.
CASINO

Pittsburgh — Casino

CLOSING

Theatre,

the

its announcement that it is “Pittsburgh’s
Most Beautiful Theatre,” as this message
was spelled out on the giant marquee.
A daughter was born last week to the
Gus Davis’ and the staff member of the
Warner booking department was celebrating the occasion. His wife is the former
Mary Cooke of the circuit’s contact
partment.
Ken Hoel will fill the advertising
at the Harris circuit office during
absence of George D. Tyson, who has
granted leave of absence so that he
again direct the Atlantic City beauty
test and jubilee.

depost
the
been
may
con-

stag-

ed the first of its semi-weekly free motion
picture
Orphan shows
Asylum foron shut-ins
May 19. at St. Joseph’s
This was not only the first time that a
picture show had ever been presented at
the institution, but it also marked the first
time some of the children had ever seen
a motion picture.
The free shows, sponsored by the Variety
Club with the cooperation of distributors
and motion picture operators were made
possible by the Variety Club Charity Drive
which netted a sum sufficient to buy portable projection machines and other necessary equipment. The drive was made under the direction of M. B. Horwitz, presiman. dent, and Harry H. Goldstein, drive chair-

PITTSBURGH
ARNOLD

local Variety

Picketing of the Hew Granada, Harry
Hendel and Nathan Rosen’s new Center
avenue house in Pittsburgh’s hill district,
marked this gala opening. The patronage
is mostly colored and a few Negroes resented the fact that a Negro cashier was
not on duty. Of the house staff, other
than projectionists and the veteran city
exhibitors themselves, 20 Negro employes
and two white employes were in evidence.
The New Granada made no bones about

city’s

only burlesque house, closes for the summer following the final performance May
22. George Jaffe is operator.

John Goring, manager of the local Fulton, plans to keep the house in operation
throughout the summer. In the past this
theatre always closed during the warm
months.
Joe Mercer, operator of the Lincoln
Theatre, Warwood, W. Va., a veteran exhibitor in this territory, will depart on
June 11 for a two-week vacation in Michigan, to be spent with his father. During
his absence, the theatre will be in charge
of his son, Loran.
Johnny Harris’ Duquesne Garden will be
opened May 28 with a complete new floor
as the largest roller rink in the state.
Hazel Drukker will exploit UA’s “Woman Chases Man” in this territory.
One of the better Bank Night stories is
told by Tom Fordham, Erie district manager for Warner Bros., who declares it
actually happened. It seems that a certain theatre’s feature picture on Bank
Night was “I Promise to Pay,” but there
was no winner present, thus infuriating
some disappointed patrons who insisted the
stunt was a “gyp” game.
Edward A. Golden, Monogram sales
manager, and Bill Onie, Cincinnati mana( Continued on page 57)
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SEES BRITISH FILM
HELP IN NEW QUOTA
New

York — The

financial

setup of Brit-

ish motion picture production will be aided by new quota provisions proposed in
England, according to W. A. Bach, managing director of Western Electric Co., Ltd.,
of London, who is in New York for conferences with Whitford Drake, Erpi president, and other company executives.
On Parliament’s contemplated revision
of quota requirements, Bach said: “The
sincerity of the British authorities relative
to the maintenance and development of
the film industry cannot be doubted and
it seems evident that any re-enactment
of quota legislation will contain a ‘quality’ provisions aimed at the elimination
of unsatisfactory financial conditions surrounding production.”
He said that plans for sound coverage
of last week’s Coronation had occupied
much attention in the past year and every
contingency was anticipated months in advance.
Bach is to survey the sound situation in
Canada and the west coast studios before
returning to London early in June.

M-G-M Sells Over 3,000
on Four Reissues
New

DuBois, Pa. — The new 750-seat theatre
to be erected here by the Harris Amusement Co., announced last week, will be
under way immediately, the deal having
been closed with Joseph S. Reitz, operator
of the Reitz Hotel here, the new theatre
to be erected alongside the hotel.
The DuBois house will mark the Harris
circuit’s 14th theatre in its rebuilding campaign. Victor A. Rigaumont, Pittsburgh
architect, has the plans completed, and
it is hoped to have the house open by
August 1.

Gildemeyer Upped
New

York — F. H. Gildemeyer,

formerly

of Erpi’s technical staff in Detroit, has
been assigned to Porto Rico as branch
manager for Western Electric Co. of Cuba.
REPUBLIC

AWARD

ON MAY

Pittsburgh — All exhibitors

28

and

mana-

gers are invited to be present when Republic’s gift, a fine radiobar, is awarded,
the affair being arranged for noon on
Friday, May 28.

Fistic Hurdle Faces
Returning Workers
Hollywood — The

return

to work

of 300 striking film craftsmen, members of the culinary workers and
camera machinists unions, was not
unattended by objections. Four laborers, on their way to the Columbia
studio, had their car crowded into a
eurb and a free-for-all ensued. Before police could disperse combatants
one man was injured and the machine was overturned.
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a

new

high

in a trend which has been under way
for some time, M-G-M has sold more
than 3,000 contracts nationally on
four reissues which proved sensational grossers when first released.
They are “Trader Horn,” “Hell Divers,” “Naughty Marietta” and “Manhattan Melodrama.” The deal is for
the four pictures, with substitutions
allowed where necessary.
The reissues will be delivered to
exhibitors on the basis of one a
month during the summer, “in ansiver to demand” for revivals of proven worth, the M-G-M home office
said.

Increase Noted in
New Product Pacts
New

HARRIS WILL START
NEW DUBOIS HOUSE

York — Marking

York — With

the

sales convention

season nearing its zenith, distribution executives report an increase generally in independent and circuit contracts over the
same period of last year.
Smaller

Companies

Elated

Sales executives of the smaller companies are more enthusiastic. J. J. Milstein, vice-president in charge of sales for
Republic, said that deals with independent
buyers are “about 25 per cent ahead of
last year.” Saul Krugman, special sales
representative of Grand National, declared
that the new company “already has closed
several hundred deals for next season’s
product,” a figure considerably ahead of
May, 1936, when the company was first
organized.
No estimate was offered by executives
of United Artists, M-G-M and GB, who
said that their companies have not yet
generally sought new contracts. George
Weeks, general manager of GB, did say,
however, that he had heard reports that
buying “is slower than it was a year ago.”
Buying by exhibitors for the ensuing
year is either slightly increased or average, according to 20th Century-Fox, Universal, Paramount, RKO Radio, Columbia
and Warner Bros.
“More

Than

Ever

Before”

“I find that exhibitors are doing more
buying than ever before,” said Cresson
Smith, RKO sales manager for the western and southern divisions. Smith’s opinion is shared by Martin Moskowitz of 20thFox who said his company has been selling the 1937-38 product for several weeks
“with absolutely no complaints.”
Rube Jackter, Columbia assistant sales
manager, and Joseph J. Unger, eastern and
southern division sales manager of Paramount, said that little selling on the new
product has been attempted as the programs had not been completed and sales
conventions were not scheduled until June.
“Such selling as has been attempted, however, is just about average,” the former
reported.
“I would put our deals on 1937-38 product about 10 per cent ahead of this time
last year,” said F. J. A. McCarthy,
versal’s eastern division manager.

ANNUAL BEAUTY TREK
HERALDED BY COBB
Hollywood — Exhibitors

might

do patrons

a service by calling attention to the followingcated
fromcolumn:
Irvin S. Cobb’s

NANA

syndi-

“Just as soon as the weather gets warm
so the contestants won’t catch anything
worse than sunburn, that outbreak of annual monotony known as the beauty contest will stir the populace to heights of
the utmost indifference.
“When Miss Cherokee Strip or Miss
Clearview has been hailed as America’s
prize package of loveliness, she will, if she
runs true to form, put her clothes back on
and catch the next train for California
with the intention of starring in the
movies.
“On arrival, she will be pained to note
that none of the studio heads is waiting
at the station to sign her up; also that
practically all the starring jobs are being
held by young ladies who, in addition to
good looks, have that desirable little thing
called personality. And next fall she’ll be
dealing ’em off the arm in a Hollywood
hashery, or else she’ll be back home. It
would be interesting to know how many
beauty contest winners are on relief.”

HOLLYWOOD UNIT HUB
ERPI COAST ACTIVITY
New

York — All of Erpi’s west

tivities will be consolidated

coast ac-

in the new

plant under construction in Hollywood, adjacent to General Service Studios, an Erpi
subsidiary, Whitford Drake, Erpi president,
said here this week. The project, consisting of three two-story buildings, will cost
in excess of $250,000.
In addition to present facilities, which
will be removed to the new structures upon
completion, there will be an expansion
of plant to provide for handling field problems that arise in sound recording and reproduction on the west coast. The buildings will house a scoring stage to be used
by General Service Studios, a laboratory,
screening room, general offices, warehouse
and garage.
Drake said that “increased production
activity, resulting from new business with
Monogram, Grand National and other major producers, had occasioned the project,”
which will be located at Seward and Romaine streets.

Censorship Set Up in
Kelso, Wash.
Kelso,

Wash. — Motion

pictures

to

be shown in Kelso, Pacific Northwest
lumber center, must be approved by
the “League of Decency,” the city
comicil has decided. This decision
ivas made following a request from a
citizen committee for creation of a
board of eensorship. An ordinance
will be drawn by the city attorney
covering the regulation of films.
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PITTSBURGH
(Continued from page 55)
ger for Monogram, visited here last week
following the company convention which
was held in Chicago. Local delegates to
the convention were Ben Welansky, franchise owner; D. J. Selznick, manager;
Vince Josack and Bill Liebler, sales representatives.

Industrij Beats Censorship
Stretch as Hoppers Close
New

Bert M. Steam, UA district manager,
was here for the opening of the New
Granada Theatre to extend his best wishes
to Harry Hendel and Nathan Rosen.

Texas Frels Suit Is Set
for Hearing May 24
Dallas,

MPTO has sent out invitations to local
exhibitors to attend a public showing of
scale model store and theatre fronts of
the latest designs as presented by the
Pittsburgh Plate Glass Co. This exhibit,
being taken on a nation-wide tour, will
be here June 2 and 3 at the Duquesne
Light Co.’s auditorium, 435 Sixth Ave., 10
a. m. to 9 p. m. It is termed one of the
most important contributions to the Federal Housing Administration’s drive to
“modernize Main street.”
Attending the Preakness Stakes at Baltimore last Saturday was “Col.” Billy
Wheat, Sewickley exhibitor, but he reports
that he didn’t see much of the big race
due to the large crowd which pushed him
into the background. He’ll enjoy seeing
War Admiral cornin’ ’round the bends in
the newsreels.
That smile of George Lefko’s this week
is not due to the fact that Mrs. Lefko has
departed for Hollywood, but because four
of his RKO Radio pictures are on view
this week at downtown theatres. Local
RKO manager is preparing to attend his
company’s sales convention in Hollywood
the second week in June.
Harry M. Kalmine, Warner Bros, zone
manager for the local circuit, announced
in New York last week that cash award
contests have been dropped in 60 per cent
of the theatres under his supervision.
Russ Wherle, manager of the Capitol
Theatre, Braddock, in conjunction with the
Braddock Journal institutes a “cooking
school” next week at the theatre on Tuesday and Wednesday mornings.
Phil Regan, Republic’s singing star, appearing this week at the Stanley Theatre,
was a welcome visitor at the local Republic
exchange Tuesday afternoon. Formerly a
Brooklyn “cop,” Phil was made an honorary member of Pittsburgh’s Finest by
Franklin T. McQuaide, superintendent of
police, receiving the insignia of a patrolman. Regan’s new success, “The Hit Parade,” opened Wednesday at the Pulton
Theatre.
Lew and Milt Lefton of Monarch Pictures Co. were in New York this week looking over the independent market.
E. C. Grainger, general manager of the
Shea theatrical interests, was here this
week arranging for the installation of a
complete cooling system at the Pulton, according to John P. Goring, manager.
BOXOFTICE
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Tex. — Film

exchange

man-

agers and others were subpoened
Monday morning by a U. S. deputy
marshal to appear for hearing of
the Ruben Frels anti-trust suit at
10:00 a. m. Monday, May 24, in federal court.
Frels, Victoria, Tex., exhibitor, is
suing Jefferson Amusement Co. and
major distributors on charges of
conspiracy and violation of the federal anti-trust statutes.

York — The

New

York — Means

of combating

adverse

legislation and a review of problems confronting the American Society of Composers, Authors and Publishers featured discussions at the annual conference of the
society’s field representatives here this
week under direction of E. C. Mills, chairman of Ascap’s administrative committee.
The three-day session ended Wednesday.
The representatives heard that there is
little likelihood of the federal government’s
anti-trust action against Ascap ever coming to trial. When the trial in New York
district court was halted abruptly in the
summer of 1935 the official reason was that
the move would permit the working out
of stipulations which would hasten the
court hearings. Ascap counsel since then
has maintained that the stipulations still
are in preparation.
This is expected to be Ascap’s banner
year from a standpoint of license fee collections from exhibitors and others. The
society’s gross this year may approach $5,000,000.

An opinion from the circuit court of papeals in the Montana test case is expected
about May 25. Ascap plans a similar appeal when the state of Washington puts
a similar statute into effect June 1. Nebraska also has enacted a bill outlawing
the society. Anti-Ascap measures are
pending in Florida, Texas and Wisconsin
legislatures.
No Enforcement
Lincoln,

Nebr.

—

Plans

Richard

C.

Hunter,

state attorney general, will have to read
the anti-Ascap statute before he will know
what steps to take about enforcing it, he
told newspaper men here Monday. The
restrictive act was signed Monday by Gov.
R. L. Cochran.

picture industry

Marshalled against the measures to extend censorship were friends of the industry
who agreed that the trade's self-regulation
and the vigilance of such groups as the
Legion of Decency made political censorship
through its production code administration
unnecessary.

Ascap Field Agents
Hear Legal Plans

motion

this year will escape drastic censorship
burdens proposed in state legislatures, according to a Boxoffice checkup with industry sources here. Fourteen film censorship measures have been defeated in 12
states, with only three measures still pending. The defeated bills would have created
new state or municipal censor boards and,
among other proposals, would have imposed greatly increased inspection fees.

The

generally

accepted

im-

provement in the screen's moral status carried considerable weight with the legislators.

The most serious threat was in Ohio
where the legislature, which recently adjourned, defeated a bill to increase censor
fees from $3 to $20 per reel and another
to boost the charge to $5.
Pending

in Three

Illinois, Pennsylvania and Missouri are
the states where censorship measures are
pending. Illinois has bills in both senate
and house, one providing for a $2 fee per
reel and the other $3. Pennsylvania’s
proposal is for an amendment to the censorship act, prohibiting scenes depicting
murder, suicide and highway robbery. Missouri’s bill is for a censor board for which
the fee would be $5 per reel.
Indiana’s censorship bill to exempt newsreels has been defeated.
Iowa’s bill prohibiting all persons under
18 from seeing pictures in which characters are divorced has been defeated.
Kansas defeated a bill that would create
an office of state manager in charge of
a censor board.
Classification

Defeated

Maryland withdrew a bill providing for
approval of pictures for adults only, defeated another that would provide for the
name of the judge approving film to appear on the screen instead of the stamp
of the censor board, and defeated another
reducing the age to 16 years of those
privileged to see adult pictures with parent or guardian.
Establishment of a board of censors in
St. Louis, Mo., that would charge a fee
of one cent per foot for inspection is pending, but the board of estimate has recommended that it be defeated.
Oklahoma defeated a proposal for a censor board that would charge a $2 fee for
each original and duplicate reel.
An ordinance for a censor board in Portland, Ore., has been withdrawn.
Washington’s censorship
billThe
has state
been of
defeated.
West Virginia defeated a bill that would
impose a fee of $3 or more per reel.
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WITH

A

PERSONALITY
Mr. Robert F. Klingensmith,
•BOXOFFICE,"
1701 Blvd. of the Allies,
Pittsburgh, Pa.
Dear

4704 E. 9th St.

Dear

City, Mo,

You no doubt remember

me

as Warner-First

Mr. Klingensmith:

lust a little note today to advise you that I believe
that your Production Index is one of the most
helpful departments ever dedicated to the interest of
motion picture exhibitors. This Index is absolutely

Ben:
National

Branch Mgr. in Kansas City, Mo., 1926-1931. I took
over the above theatre, resigning from Universal at the
time. After spending a great many years on the other
side I am now getting a taste of the exhibition end
of it. Inclosed is my subscription as I am of the
opinion you have a mighty fine publication and one
that is well read. (Remember when I used to try to
convince the home office to advertise with you.) Well,
I guess I sold myself.

complete in furnishing all the information so necessary to the successful operation of theatres and I
certainly feel confident
this service.

(Signed)

that all exhibitors appreciate

I enjoy the various departments
find this service very helpful.
Thank
I am

you

in BOXOFFICE

for past favors, and
Yours

Regards,
M. C. SINIFT.

Lucas, Kansas.

very truly.
CARL

Port Neches,

A. POKE.

Tex.

BOXOFFICE,
4704 E. 9th St.,
Kansas City, Mo.

4704 E. 9th St.,
City, Mo.

Gentlemen: —

Gentlemen: —

Enclosed find check for $3.50 for 2 years' subscription to BOXOFFICE- It's the best little
movie magazine I ever read.

Will you please send me some gummed fasteners to use in my BOXOFFICE Picture Guide?
I have been in the show business for several

Those

Feature

getting out show
remain

years

Index

items are a knockout in
calendars. Keep them up. I

and

have

Yours

(Signed)

1

BOXOf.:F.!liC£

PUBLICATIONS

'

4704 East 9th St., Kansas

*
'

year (13 of which contain The MODERN THEATRE
13 of the PRODUCTION INDEX), including the New

Please

I

GUIDE

*

Herewith

*

enter my

and

DATE

my

check

City, Mo.

subscription

<S RECORD

to BOXOFFICE,

BOOK*

and

52 issues per
Section and
BOXOFFICE

BAROMETER*.

for:

□ $2.00 for 1 Year.

□ $3.50 for 2 Years.

□ $5.00 for 3 Years

I

I

Name

I

Address

,

Theatre

City

"*
I

*These

State
Great

Books

so useful

very truly.
LYRIC

L. GILBREATH.
Manager

^ ASSOCIATED

anything

and handy as "The Guide." Those that are not
using it, are at a loss in more ways than one.
Thanks lor such valued service.

Very truly yours.
(Signed)

never found

Given

With

Each

,
Year's

Subscription

I

and

with best regards,

(Signed)

BOXOFFICE,

Kansas

PA.

W. L. A. 34377

Mr. Ben Shlyen
BOXOFFICE
Kansas

THEATRE

SHILOH STREET
WASHINGTON, PITTSBURGH,
C. A. POKE, Manager

THEATRE,

O. L. Smith, Mgr.
Box 111.

SURPRISE 'DIVORCE' RILL IN ILLINOIS
RCA Delegates Tour
Largest Sound Plant
Indianapolis — Approximately 125 delegates who last week attended the threeday RCA convention here were treated to
a careful and instructive tour of the
world’s largest plant devoted exclusively
to the making of sound equipment. Over
165,000 square feet of air-conditioned space
devoted to extensive facilities for the
manufacture of sound equipment came under the close scrutiny of the delegates
who converged here from widely scattered
points of the country.
They heard Max Batsel and Carl Reifsteck of the RCA engineering staff pointedly discuss superior features of High Fidelity soundheads, and Advertising Manager Dave J. Finn stress that motion picture trade papers will this year form a
main pillar in the company’s
campaign.
Hear of Increase

Allied's Aaron Saperstein
Denies Knowledge of
Measure

HOWARD BOOSTED BY
THEATRICAL MANAGERS
Bloomington, Ind. — Ray Howard, formerly of Muncie, Ind., has been made
manager of the Princess and Harris
Grand theatres in Bloomington, it has
been announced by Theatrical Managers,
Inc., of Indianapolis.
Howard succeeds Roy Feltus, who resigned to take care of outside personal
interests. He was formerly manager of
the three Muncie houses operated by the
circuit. Recently, Theatrical Managers
took over the other two houses in Muncie,
and

have now sent Victor S. Sicilia, formerly assistant to Feltus in Bloomington
to Muncie in charge of advertising and
publicity for all five theatres.

They received with a salvo of applause
the announcement by Edwin M. Hartley,
RCA head, that theatre sound installations
the first four months of this year were 35
per cent ahead of the corresponding months
last year; that 300 additional equipment
orders were still unfilled, despite a day and
night production schedule at the new Indianapolis plant; that RCA business in
foreign countries has shown extraordinary
gains the past year, particularly in the
British Empire and in South and Central
America.

was celebrated May 2-15.
The house is owned by the Mailers
Theatre circuit of Ft. Wayne, who operate
a number of houses in eastern Indiana
and western Ohio. In the absence of

Jefferson

City — The

state

senate

is on a European
been managing the

Musicians Get Pay Boost
St. Louis — Samuel P. Meyers, president
of the Musicians Union, Local No. 2, has
announced that the weekly pay of the musicians employed by the Municipal Opera

has

passed Governor Stark’s two per cent sales
tax bill which is designed to raise more
than $36,700,000 for unemployment relief,

by

agreement

Givot to Wed Chicagoan

pensions and other emergency purposes during the next 19 months. The
measure now goes back to the house for
concurrence in the senate amendments. It

New York — George Givot, radio and
screen comedian, will marry Maryon Curtis, Chicago girl, on June 2, according to
word received here this week. Givot is the

is anticipated

son of a Chicago manufacturer. The comedian formerly resided in Omaha.

old-age

it will be ready

ernor’s signature by June

1.

for the gov-

was

introduced

in the house

of represent-

atives by Rep. Schaefer O’Neill on May
11, and after reading by title, was ordered
printed and referred to the committee on
license and miscellany. It was called “A
Bill for an act to prohibit the operation of
motion picture theatres which are owned,
controlled, managed or operated, in whole

Aaron

Portland, Ind. — The seventh anniversary of the Hines Theatre in Portland

Ass’n has been increased
from $55 to $65 minimum.

have been sponsoring such legislative attempts against affiliated theatre operation elsewhere in the country.
The bill, known as House Bill No. 872,

ducers or distributors have any
News to Saperstein

promotional

Sales Tax Tilt Moves

who

or in part, by producers or distributors of
motion picture films, or in which such pro-

SEVENTH BIRTHDAY
FOR HINES THEATRE

George Mailers, who
trip, Roger Ludy has
theatre.

Chicago — Similar to what occurred recently in New Jersey, a surprise theatre
“divorce” bill was introduced into the Illinoise legislature last week, apparently
without the knowledge of Allied leaders

Saperstein,

president

interest.”
of

Allied

Theatres of Illinois, disclaimed all knowledge of the bill or why it was introduced
at this time, when, in accord v/ith the
opinions of A1 Steffes and other national
Allied leaders, it had been decided not to
go ahead with the sponsoring of any such
proposed legislation in this state until such
time as the situation offered at least some
possibility of the bill getting

some

bit of

favorable attention. “The time didn’t look
right for us at all,” he said, “and now all
of a sudden Representative O’Neill comes
up with a divorce bill. I don’t understand
Recent inter-party politics and argument
it at all.”
over
vital tax matters among the state
legislators and party leaders has been given as the reason why Allied would not
sponsor such a bill at this time, as was
recently reported in Boxoffice.
Penalty for Violation
The bill states, in part, “As a condition
of the lawful operation of a motion picture
theatre in this state, the person operating
it shall file with the secretary of state
within thirty days after the date on which
his act becomes effective or after the date
(Continued on page 61)
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Illinois Exhibitors Ponder
News

By

Multiple-Featnre Trend
CALVIN

HERMER

Chicago — New that double features have
spread to include practically the entire
city as well as most of the suburban houses
and triple feature have begun to appear
in a half dozen or more spots, local exhibitors are beginning to wonder where it is
all going to lead.
Triples in Essaness Houses
The triples have made their appearance
within the last ten days or so in a couple
of Essaness houses and in several other
widely separated localities, and there is
already talk among exhibitors on the sidewalks of Wabash Ave, of the possibility
of giving the public four or perhaps more
photoplays at one show. The idea of quantity, regardless of quality, has suddenly
become the ruling thought among local
theatre men, and some of the saner heads
see plenty of cause for worry.
Since the cash games were ruled illegal,
it is a known fact that business has been
seriously off, and with the exhibitors
throwing caution to the winds and tossing many wearying hours of "entertainment” to a public that has proven itself
easily surfeited with too much of a good
thing, a certain ludicrous aspect has begun to creep in. This is best epitomized
in the remark made by one of the better
Chicago theatre owners, who stated that
he was ready to advertise to his public
some such statement as "In at one, out
at nine. Pillows furnished free. Come
and spend a week with us.”
Rumblings Against Duals
One result of this fast growing aggravated condition is that rumblings against
double features are getting persistently
louder. Both independents and circuit
executives are beginning to show a decided desire to go back to the single feature and variety bill. It has been said
that even Balaban & Katz, who were the
instigators in the return to duals movement, are not finding it to their liking in
the greatest number of their houses and
that executives of that circuit are showing
evidence of wanting to discontinue the
practice.

Edmund

Hartmann

Visits

St. Louis — Edmund Hartmann, scenario
writer, is back in town to visit his parents,
former Circuit Judge Moses N. Hartmann
and Mrs. Hartmann, 5367 Pershing Ave.,
after three years spent in Hollywood.
Young Hartmann, who is now under contract with RKO, is accompanied by his
wife. His latest work has been the writing of “A Home
Stone.
NEW

SOUND

In the Country”

for Fred

AT LAWRENCEVILLE,

ILL.

Lawrenceville, III. — New sound equipment has been installed in the new Avalon
Theatre here.
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in Brief

J^IR-LOC

SEAT INDUSTRIES, INC., reports additional sales of their beautiful, full-upholstered AIR-LOC chairs to
more theatres that are being built or remodeled. A few of these additional sales
have recently been made to the following
theatres and well-known exhibitors:
Ik

♦

700 chairs to F. E. Wetzstein and associates for their new and beautiful theatre
now
kota. being

built at Dickinson,
*

Reivard

for

exploitation

effort.

For

“the outstanding promotion of the picture ‘Earthworm Tractors’” (FN),
City Manager Len Worley (center) and
District Manager Thomas B. Ronan
(left) of Great States Theatres receive a bronze plague from Gerald M.
Walker, advertising director of Caterpillar Tractor Co. The award was inade
at a luncheon at the Pere Marquette
Hotel, attended by officials of both
organizations.

FILM COUNCIL MEETS
AT ANNUAL LUNCHEON

An

additional

♦

250

♦

H. W.

Schmale is president of the organization, which was the first of its kind in
the country.
Under

the guidance

of Mrs.

chairs

to

♦

Harvey

at Crosby,

♦

An additional 400 chairs to Charles
Mound for his Park Theatre, Valley Park,
Missouri.
*

*

*

AIR-LOC installations made during the
last week included the following theatres:

H. N. Turners’
City, Minnesota.

^

ik

Family

Theatre

at Pine

A. F. Burt,

its first president, and now honorary president, the local council was the first to
work

out a system for helpful cooperation with the producers and exhibitors to
improve the standards of motion pictures
for family use.

F. 6r M. Closing One

The
which

Park

Theatre

weeks’ notice that the theatre will close on
June 4. Harry Kendrick, manager for the

♦

Champaign, III. — Contract bids have
been asked within ten days by PublixGreat States for the construction of the
Theatre in Champaign. Local permit has already been obtained, and actual
building operations are expected to start
within about three weeks on the new
1,500-seat house.

Lake,

*

Iowa,

*

The Bijou Theatre at Abingdon.
owned by the S. E. Pirtle circuit.
Ik

O. K. Quarves
ford, Minnesota.

Missouri, moves to the Fox, replacing Robert S. Hicks, who has gone to Chicago.
The Missouri closed for several months
last summer.

Ask Bids

at Clear

is owned by the Central States Theatre Corporation of Des Moines, Iowa.

St. Louis — Fanchon & Marco have given
the stage hands and other union employes
at the Missouri Theatre the customary two

mini

Da-

♦

Thorpe for his People’s Theatre
Minnesota.

Ik

St. Louis — The Better Films Council of
Greater St. Louis held its annual luncheon meeting at Hotel Chase May 20. Mrs.

North

D. R. Blys
Ohio.

>k

>k

Royal

Theatre

♦

♦

Bula

«

*

Theatre

♦

at Rush-

at Ashtabula,

>k

F. R. Thompson’s Tonna
Owatonna, Minnesota. — Adv.
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C HI III C A G O
coronation newsreels hit Chi^^HEN the
cago they hit plenty of theatres at the
same time. Just as over the rest of the
country, all the companies, Metro, Paramount, Fox, Universal and Pathe, made
their pictures available on the same day,
all of them having come over together on
the Normandie. The result was that something like 200 local and suburban houses
all played the Coronation last Wednesday,
and as an additional result, about half of
the population of Chicago, just as a wild
guess, went to the pictures that day, making it a field day for those 200 theatres.
Max Cooper of the Twentieth Century
Theatre passed away last week after a protracted illness. He was the son of the late
Jacob Cooper and brother to Charlie and
Moe Cooper, and with them and his brother-in-law, Jack Kirsch, operated the
Twentieth Century, Gold and Villa theatres. Burial was in Waldheim.
The boys all say it is a great break for
them going to the coast for their sales
convention, and it was easy to believe,
watching the Universal crowd entraining
for the film capital. Among those who
left last Saturday were Peck Gomersall,
Henry Herbel, Bill Baker, Mike Godshaw,
Ted Meyers, Bob Funk and Irv Joseph.
Harry Lorch of Republic pictures has
taken over the East Side Theatre.
That big hotel man from Florida, Aaron
Courshon, was in our fair city the other
day, looking like a million dollars. Aaron
recently sold his interests in the GCS circuit here to his partners, and now has several hotels down in the vacation country.
He says, however, that he is also interested
in getting back into Chicago exhibition.
The local 20th-Fox exchange
its annual spring cleaning.

is getting

Isadore Halperin, formerly well known in
exhibition circles here, has taken over the
Vista Theatre on 47th near Cottage Grove.
Milt Krueger of the Indianapolis United
Artists office is spending a two weeks vacation in Chicago, or at least he has been
here a part of that time.
Another convention entrainment took
place last Thursday, when the Grand National bunch from the east came through
and stopped off here for a few hours between trains and picked up Joe Hartman
as they went. Among those who attended
the little impromptu “party” in the Congress Hotel, over which Mrs. James Winn,
wife of Jim Winn, Grand National sales
executive, so graciously presided, were besides Hartman, Stanley Hatch, Saul Krugman and Ann Rosenthal from the home
office; Cleve Adams, Buffalo; Had Hull,
Indianapolis; Ralph Packham, Detroit;
Lou Patz, Milwaukee; H. Peipett, Atlanta,
and Bill Shartin, Cleveland. The local
men, Eddie Brichetto, Bill Lyman and
George Benson, also attended, although
they did not go west with the gang.

Reliance on Wider Labor
Support Delaps Picketing
Chicago — Lack

BOXOFnCE

;: May

22, 1937.

from

the

proposed picketing of all theatres in Chicago by the 21,000 members of the Painters and Paperhangers unions, in sympathy
with the Hollywood studio strikers.
lATSE Not Approached
Last week the Painters District Council
voted to accede to the request of L. P.
Lindelof, national president of the Painters, issued at the national headquarters
in Lafayette, Ind., and cooperate with the
other Painters locals over the country to
try to win public sympathy via the picket
route for the strikers. A committee was
appointed to arrange the details whereby
the pickets would start in the loop and
gradually spread over the whole city. However, with the failure of the proposed
picket movement to materialize, it is inferred that the action is being delayed
pending the promise of assistance from
other locals. It is reported from lATSE
headquarters that no approach has been

For producing more pictures suitable
for family showing than any other
company during the past five years,
20th Century-Fox was given the award
of merit by the Better Films Council of
Chicago. Mrs. Richard M. McClure,
president of the group, makes the presentation to Clyde W. Eckhardt, 20Fox Chicago manager, ivhile Mrs.
Charles Holton, vice-president, who
with Mrs. McClure compiled the statistics, looks on.

made

CARRIER EXPANSION
INTO NEW OFFICES
Chicago — In

line

policy. Carrier

with

its

Corporation

expansion

of Newark,

N. J., world’s only manufacturer solely in
the air conditioning field, moved its midwestern headquarters into windowless air
conditioned offices in the Chicago Merchandise Mart, L. B. Boulware, vice-president and general manager, announced.
The new Carrier offices will be in an
entirely windowless space, air conditioned
from a central station system. Indirect
lighting will supply illumination.
“The rapid increase in air conditioning
orders made it impossible to continue in
the former offices,” said Boulware.

Glencoe,

III. — The

Glencoe

zoning com-

mission having turned down his request
for a rezoning for the site of his proposed
new $200,000 theatre at Scott Ave. and
Glencoe Road. Sam C. Meyers has deferred further action until such time as
the commission may decide differently.

Deakin Renovating
Wisconsin

Dells,

to them by the Painters fcr assistance. The lA have shown little in' erest in
the CIO studio movement.
105,000

Requested

ing placards
with This
the statement,
“Please
Do Not
Patronize
Theatre. Help
Us
to Win

the Hollywood

Wis. — Donovan

S.

TAKES
III. — The

ANOTHER
Greenville

DISTRIBUTORS

MOTIOGRAPH
MODEL HU DE LUXE
PROJECTOR

•

For the Theatre

GUERCIO & BARTHEL CO.
}M)8 So. AVabash
CHICAGO

A^e.

GER - BAR, Inc.
442

FRISINA

Strike.”

Chicago & Indianapolis
Film Territories
FOR

Everything

Deakin’s work of renovating his Dells
Theatre here has been retarded by bad
weather. Gilbert Deakin has permanently
replaced Dick Moran as manager of the
house.

to Boycott

In addition to the proposed picketing, all
members of the painters unions have been
asked to boycott local movie houses and
to try to influence other union members to
stay away from the movies.
The Lindelof request has gone out to
105,000 painters and paperhangers over the
country, and so far some of them have
started picketing their local theatres, particularly in New York where members patrolled before Times Square houses bear-

EXCLUSIVE

Meyers Defers Action

Greenville,

Joe Jensen of the Globe Theatre became
a father last Tuesday. Mazeltov!

of ccoperation

American Federation of Labor affiliated
unions here seems to be holding back the

N.

I|lin<>i.s

St.

INDIANAI’OIUS

Thea-

tre here has been taken over by the Frisina Amusement Enterprises, Springfield, 111.

11

^l^lctutQ5

S)n l^liQ

THREE
ON
A
LATCHKEY
(RKO)— with Gene
Raymond,
Harriet Hilliard, Joe Penner, Victor
Moore. Helen Broderick, Eric Blore, Parkyakarkus. Producer: Edward
Kaufman.
Director:
William Seiter. Original: Joseph Santley.

Meek. Dick P^'oran, Beverly Roberts, Joe Cunningham, A1 Herman.
Producer: Harry
Joe
Brown.
Director: Michael
Curtiz. Original:
Reilly.
Samuel Hopkins Adams.
Screenplay: Lawrence

WIIJ)

PREPARING
ADVKNTrROUS
Farrell. Barton

BRONDE
MacLane.

(WB)— with
Glenda
Robert Barrat, Anne

Nagel, Hugh O’Connell. Tom
Kennedy.
('AI’KK'K
(M-G-M)“Producer:
Lou
Srreenplay; H. W. Haneman.

Ostrow.

('OlyLEGE
SWING
(Para) — Producer:
Thompson.
FALL
GI^YS (RKO) — with Bert Wlieeler,

Harlan
Robert

■\Voolsey. Producer: Lee Marcus. Original: Victor Mapes. Screenplay: Benny Rubin.
FOOD
FOR
SCANDAL
(WB)— with Carole Lombard. Fernand Gravet. Producer: Mervyn
LeRoy. Director: Mervyn LeRoy.
LOVE
ME
AG.\IN (GN) — with Grace Moore. Director: Victor Schertzinger. Original: Victor
Schertzinger. Screenplay: John Francis Larkin.
lyOVERS
ON
PAROLE
(Col) — with Francis Lederer. Madeleine Carroll. Director: Elliot Nugent.
PAINTER
IN THE
SKY
(GN) — Producer: Richard
A. Rowland.
Original: Allen Vaughan
Elston.
Screenplay: Betty Laidlaw, Robert Lively.
PIGSKIN
PARADE
OF 1937 (20th-Fox) — Producer:
Harold
Wilson.
Director: George
Marshall.
Original: Don Ettlinger. Karl Tunberg.
rORTRAIT
OF A LADY
WITH
RF:D HAIR
(WB)
— with Kay Francis. Original: Palma Wayne.
Pl'Z7yLE FOR
FOOLS
(RKO) — Producer: Pandro
S. Berman.
Original: Patrick Quentin. Screenplay: Mortimer Offner.
ROMANCE
TO THE
RESCFE
(RKO)— with Johrf
Beal. Constance Worth.
Original: Joseph Hoffman.
RA(tE OF P.XRIS (Univ) — wdth
Producer: Buddy de Svlva.

Danielle

Darrieux.

SERGFhVNT
Ml’RPHY
(WB)— with Ronald
gan, Ann Sheridan. Beverly Roberts.

Rea-

SOPHI.STK’ATEI)
LADY
(Imperial) — Original:
Robert E. Cohen.
TELL
IT TO
THE
MARINES
(M-G-M)— with
Spencer Tracy, Jean
Harlow,
Robert Taylor.
Producer: James
K. McGuinness.
Screenplay:
Morris Markey, Robert Hopkins.
THEY

DIDN’T
WANT
bara Stanwyck.
TONUiHT
WE
lyAFGH
Presnell.

lyOVE

(RKO) — with

(Univ)— Producer;

WES'I'ERN
GOIyl) (20th-Fox) — with
Producer: Sol Lesser. Original:

AND
WOOLLY^
(20th-Fox) — with Jane Withers. Walter Brennan.
Jackie Searl, Douglas
Scott. Alfalfa, Berton Churchill. Pauline Moore,
Robert Wilcox. Douglas Fovvley. Lon Chaney jr.,
Frank Melton. Producer: John Stone. Director:
Alfred Worker.
Screeni)lay: Lynn Root, Frank
Fenton.

PERFECT
SPECIMEN
(WB) — with Errol Flynn,
Joan
Blondell, Marie Wilson, Hugh
tierbert.
Granville Bates, Edward
Everett Horton, Donald

Bar-

Robert

Smith Ballew.
Zane Grey.

WELL ALONG
ALCATRAZ
ISLAND
(WB) — with John Litel, Ann
Sheridan. Dick Purcell, Mary
Maguire, George
E. Stone, Addison Richards, (Gordon Oliver, William Hoi)per. Director: William McGann.
ANYTHING
FOR
A
THRILL
(Condor)— with
Frankie Darro, Kane Richmond. June Johnson,
Boll Cortman. Charles Dorety. Ben Hall, Charles
MacAvoy. Arthur Van Slyke, Ed Hearn, Elmer
Jerome.
O’Donnell.Johnston AVhite, Ann Evers. Producer;
Maurice Conn. Screenplay: Juan Mertz. Joseph
.VRTISTS AND MODEl.*S (Para) — with Jack Benny,
Gail Patrick. Ida Lupino, Richard Arlen, Ben
Blue, Jerry Bergen, Cecil Cunningham.
Blanca
Vischer. Donald Meek, Nick Lukats, Elsa Connor, Virginia Brissac, Pat Moran, Jane Weir,
Hedda
Hopi)er. David Newell, Ethel Clayton,
Peter Arno. John LaGatta, Kathryn Kay, Jack
Doley.
Producer:
Lewis
Gensler.
Director:
Raoul Wal«h.
BLACK
AI’ES
(Univ) — with Buck
Jones, Kay
Linaker, Fred Mackaye, Robert Frazer, Arthur
Van Slyke. Prodiuer; Buck Jones. Director: Les
Selander. Original: Stephen Payne. Screeni)lay:
Frances Guihan.
BORN
REI’KLESS
(20th-Fox) — with Barton Macl.ane. Rochelle Hudson, Brian Donlevy. Chick
(’handler. William Pawley, Robert Kent, Pauline
Moore, Phyllis Brooks. Harry Carey. Eddie Dunu,
Billy Wayne.
Producer: Milton Field. Director:
Malcolm St. Clair. Original: Jack Andrews.
C.VLIFORNIAN
(2()th-Fox) — with Ricardo Cortez,
Katherine de Mille, Marjorie Weaver, Fred Kohler. Pierre Watkin. Helen Holmes. George Regas. Gene Reynolds, James
Finlayson. Steve
('lemento. Morgan
Wallace,
Maurice
Black,
Nigel DeBrulier. Monte Montague, Morgan Wallace. Producer: Sol Lesser. Director: Gus Meins.
Original: Harold Bell Wright.
bert Wright. Gordon Newell.

STARTING
CAS.SIDY OF BAR
20 (Para) — with William Boyd,
George Hayes. Russell Hayden. Producer: Harry
Sherman. Original: Clarence E. Mulford. Screenplay: Norman Houston.
DANCiER— LOVE
AT
WORK
(20th-Fox) — with
Simone Simon. Jack Haley. J. Edward
Bromberg.
John Carradine. Margaret Seddon. Margaret McWade, Edward
Everett Horton. Producer: Harold Wilson. Director: Dr. Otto Ludwig Preminger. Original: James Edward
Grant.
(iENERAL
HOSPITAL
(M-G-M) — with Franchot
Tone. Virginia Bruce, Janet Beecher, G. Pat Collins, Edward Norris. Maureen
O’Sullivan. Producer: J. J. Cohn. Director: George Seitz. Screenjtlay: Carey Wilson. Katherine Turney.
IIOOSIER
SC’HOOLBOY
( Mono) — ^with Mickey
Rooney. Frank
Shields. Producer: Ken
Goldsmith. Director: William Nigh. Original: Edward Eggleston. Screenplay: Robert Lee Johnson.
HOUSE
IN THE
COUNTRY^
(RKO)— with Fred
SLone, Marjorie Lord. Edward
Bonns. William
Corson. Producer: Cliff Reid. Director: Richard
Ro.sson. Original: Melvin Levy.
KING
OF THE
RIO GRANDE
(WB)— with Dick
Foran. Director: B. Reeves Eason.
LIFE BEGINS
WITH
LOVE
(Col)— with Jean Parker. Douglass Montgomery, Edith Fellowes. Producer: Myles Connolly. Director: Ray McCarey.
Original: Dorothy Bennett, Screenplay: Emmett
Lavery. Thomas
Mitchell.
LO^’E

TAKES
FLIGHT
(Condor) — with Bruce Cabot. Beatrice Roberts. Astrid Allwyn. Gordon
Elliott. Edwin
Maxwell. Grady
Sutton. Ann
Evers. IToducer: George A. Hirliman. Director:
Conrad Nagel. Original: Anne Morrison Chapin.
MI RDER
GOES
TO
JAIL
(Para) — with Roscoe
Karns. Lynne Overmann.
Screenplay: Brian Marlow, Robert Wyler.
DM) MEN
AND
A GIRL
(Univ) — with Deanna Durbin. Leopold Stokowski. Fredrick Murray, Lee
Prather. Edith Penn. Producer: Joseph Pasternak. Director: Henry Koster. Original: Hans
Kraly. Screenplay: F. Hugh
Herbert.
PARADISE
ISLE
(Mono) — with
Warren
Hull.
Movita. Producer: Dorothy Reid. Director: Arthur Greville Collins.
RAW
TIMBER
(Crescent) — with Tom Keene. Peggy
Keys. Robei't Fisk. Producer: E. B. Derr. Director: Ray Taylor.

Screenplay:

Gil-

REPORTED
<'Ox,

Joan

iMISSING
Rogers,

(Univ) — with

William

Gargan,

Robert
Henry

WilHun-

ter. Holiart Cavanaugh, Billy Bupp, Grace Goodall, William
Royles, Dora
Clement,
Ernie
Adams. Jack Watson, Robert Spencer, William
Wayne.
Producer: E. M. Asher. Director: Milton Carruth.
RKiHT
TO
KIT>L, THE
(Crescent) — with Tom
Keene, Robert Fiske, David Sharpe, John Merton. Lorraine Hayes. Screenplay: Bennett Cohen.
RHYTHM
IN THE
CLOUDS
(Rep) — with Patricia
Ellis, Warren
Hull, David
Carlyle, Richard
Carle. Zeffie Tilbury, Betty Bronson, Ranny
Weeks, Richard Beach, Charles Judels, Suzanne
Kaareu, Plsther Howard, Rolfe Sedan. Producer:
A1 Levoy. Director; John Auer.
TAKE
THE
HEIR
(RKO)— with Guy Kibbee, Cora
Witherspoon, Gordon
Jones, Barbara
Pepper,
Paul Guilfoyle, Richard Lane, Frank M. Thomas,
Maxine
Jennings. Richard Alexander, Herbert
C’lifton, Kunj Taka Hashi, Dorothy Moore, Dudley Clements, William Carson. Producer: Maury
(T^ohen. Director: Ed Killy. Original: Thomas
Ahern,
Lawrence
Pohle.
Screenplay; Arthur
H orman.
’ITUS \Vx-\Y" PLEASE
(Para) — with Shirley Ross,
Buddy
Rogers, Fibber McGee and Molly, Mary
Livingstone. Ned Sparks, Wally Vernon, Romo
Viuc.^nt, Jerry Bergen.
Producer: Melville A.
Shauer. Director: Robert Florey. Original: Bill
Thomas, Max Shane.
\’ARSITY' SHOW
(WB) — with Dick Powell, Frank
McHugh.
Fred Waring and his Pennsylvanians,
ley.
Ted Healy, Sarah Edwards, Earl Dwire, Walter
Young, Walter Catlett. Director: William KeighWEDDING

DRESS
(M-G-M) — with Robert Montgomery, Rosalind Russell, Robert Benchley. Producer: Henry Rapf. Director: George Fitzmaurice. Original: Helen Grace Carlisle. Screenplay:
Marion Parson net.

M'INDJAMMER
(RKO)— with
George
O’Brien,
(bjnstance Worth, William Hall, Paul Renay,
Jim Blane. Hymie Marks, Brandon Evans, Gavin
Goidon. Lai Chand Mehra, Ben Hendricks, Jerry
Frank. Producer: George A. Plirliman. Director:
Ewing Scott. Original: Ewing Scott. Screenplay:
I )an Jarrett. James Gruen.
YOU’LL
DE
MARRIED
DY
NOON
(M-G-M) —
with Robert Young, Florence Rice. Tom
Kennedy, Warren Hymer, George Taylor. Jack Norton, Irene P’ranklin, Barnett Parker, Helen Flint,
Douglas Wood,
Paul Stanton, Pierre Watkin,
.Tohn Hamilton, Ed
Deering, Harlan
Briggs,
Harry Burns, June
Clayworth, Jack
Norton,
Harry Burns. Producer: Sam Zimbalist. Director: Edwin L. Marin. Original: Harry Ruskin.

DDl'BLK
OR NOTHING
(RKO) — with Bing Crosby. Martha Raye, Mary Carlisle, Benny Baker,
Samuel
Hinds, Alphonse Berg, Tkaf Hytten,
Calgary
Brothers, J. Carrol Naish, William
Frawley, Andy
Devine, Fay
Holden. William
Henry, Walter Kingsford, Gilbert Emory, John
Gallaudet. George Barton, Charles Irwin. Arthur
Houseman.
Jack Pennick. Producer: Benjamin
Glazer. Director: ,T. Theodore Reed.
FL.VSHINIi SKA'I’ES (Col) —
with Charles Quigley, Rita Hayworth, Ward
Bond. J. Farrell MacDonald. Max Hoffman
jr,, John Gallaudet, Dick
Wessel. I.,ee Prather. Producer: Harry L. Decker. Director: D. Ross Lederman.
Original: J.
Berton C'heney.
Neville.

Screenplay:

Fred

Niblo

jr., Grace

COMPLETED
LAST
I'KAIN FROM
MADRID
(Para) — with Gail
Patrick, John Patterson, Anthony Quinn, Polio
Lloyd, Otto Hoffman, Libby Taylor, Maurice Cass,
Producer: George Arthur. Director: A1 Santell.
Original: Paul Ilervey Fox.

FIRST
I.ADY' (WB) — with Kay
Francis, George
Brent. Walter Connolly, Victor Jory, Veree Teasdale, Louis P^azenda. Anita Louise, Lucille Gleason. Marjorie Gateson, Harry Davenport, Lillian
Harmer. Grant Mitchell. Director: Harry Davenport. Original: George S. Kaufman.
Screenplay: Rowland Leigh.

LDVF
IN A T5FNGAI.OVV
(Univ)— with Nan Grey,
Kent Taylor, Dorothea Kent, Hobart Cavanaugh,
.lack Smart,
Minerva
Urecal, David
Oliver,
Louise Beavers. Producer: E. M. Asher. Director; Pay McCarey.
Original: Eleanore Griffin,
William Pankin.

HURRK’ANE
(UA)— with John Hall. Dorothy Lamour,
Mary
Astor, John
Carradine, Spencer

ON

Charters, Raymond
Massey, Barbara O’Neil, Jerome Cowan, Movita Castenada, Mamo
Clark,
P''Iora
Charles

Hayes.
Producer: Samuel Goldwyn.
Director: John Ford. Original: James Norman Hall,
Nordhoff.

IT’S

LOVE
I’M AFTER
(WB) — with Leslie Howard, Olivia de Havilland, Patric Knowles, Bonita
Granville, Spring Byington, Mary Treen, Grant
Mitchell, E. E. Clive, Eric Blore. Director:
Archie Mayo.

LAW
FOR
TOMBSTONE
(Univ)~with
Buck
Jones. Producer: Buck Jones. Original: Charles
M. Martin. Screenplay; Frances Guihan.
LET’S TALK
OF T..OVK (Para) — with Ann Dvorak,
John
^’rent, Harry
Beresford, Torben
Meyer,
Arthur Hoyt, Paul Hurst, Aileen Pringle, Arthur White, Guinn Williams. Producer: B. P.
Schulberg. Director: Charles Vidor. Original:
James
Edward
Grant. Screenplay: Frank Partos, George Bruce.
MAKE
A WISH
(RKO)— with Bobby Breen. Basil
Rathbone. Henry Armetta, Lucy Ann
McLean,
Mary Etta Freese. Michael Breen. Ralph Forbes,
Leon Errol, Leonid Kinsky. Marion Claire, Rex
and

Barry Downing, St. Luke’s Choristers.
ducer: Sol Lesser. Director: Kurt Neumann.

Pro-

MR. DODD
TAKES
THE
AIR (WB) — with Kenny
Baker, Eleanore Whitney, John Eldredge, John
Graham
Sjiacey. Paul Regan. Producer: Mervyn
LeRoy.
Director: Alfred E. Green. Original;
(’larence Budington Kelland.

AGAIN, OFF AGAIN
(RKO)— with Bert Wheeler, Robert Woolsey, Marjorie Lord, Russell
Hicks, George Meeker, Paul Harvey, Patricia

Wilder, Chester Clute, Kitty McHugh,
Pat Flaherty, Alec Martford, Maxine
Jennings, Jane
Walsh, Alan Bruce, Esther Muir. Producer: Lee
Marcus. Director: Edward Cline. Original: Avery
Hopwood.
Screenplay: Nat Perrin.
I.'ITII MAN
(Mono) — with Grace Durkin, Mllburn
Stone. Henry Otho, Selmer Jackson, John Dilson, Dan Wollieim, Eddie Grlbhon, Arthur Van
Slyke, Eadie Adams,
Weldon
Heyburn,
Inez
Courtney. Producer: Lon Young. Director; William Nigh. Original; John Krafft.
RITSTLKR’S
VALLEY
(Para) — with William Boyd,
George Hayes, Russell Hayden, Stephen Morris. Producer: Harry Sherman.
Original: Clarence E. Mulford. Screenplay; Norman
Houston,
Gerald
meyer.

Geraghty,

Jack

O’Donnell,

Jack

Jung-

THAT
CERTAIN
AVOMAN
(WB)
—
with Bette
Davis, Henry
Fonda,
Anita
Louise. Donald
Crisp, Hugh O’Connell, Ian Hunter, Sidney Toler,
Catherine Alexander, Minor
Watson,
Richard
Jack, Norman
Willis, Mary Phillips. Producer:
Edmund
Goulding. Director: Edmund
Goulding.
Screenplay; Edmund
Goulding.
AVESTBOUND
LIMITED
(Univ)— with Lyle Talbot,
Polly Rowles. Henry
Brandon, Frank Reicher,.
Henry Hunter, William Royle, Tom Steele, Charles
Murjiliy,
Original

Monte Vandegrift, J. P. McGowan.
Producer: Henry McRae.
Director; Ford
Beebe.
Screeniilay: Ford Beei>e, M. Geraghty.

N-C-Uf-C
ORTH LiAST

Wherever there's a
theatre — there's a

wW

EST

COVERING EVERY PHASE
OF THE MOTION PICTDRE
BUSINESS Every Place

OUTH

,,J

M

if

in the Industry!
National in Scope, Yet Intensive in
ALL Territories — BOXOFFICE is the
Most Welcomed, the Most Thoroughly Read Trade Paper in Our Great
Industry.

The NATIONAL
FILM WEEKLY
Published

in Seven

Sectional

Kditions

The unique publishing policy of BOXOFFICE — fitting LOCAL NEWS to the LOCAL SCENE through
its Seven Sectional Editions — renders a maxiinum
efficiency to advertising in its pages.
BOXOFFICE

advertising

is point-of-sale advertising.
It hits the reader where
he BUYS!

The

NEW YORK: 551 Fifth Ave.,
I. H. Gallagher, Mgr.

Pulse

of the

Motion

Picture

Industrij

CHICAGO: 332 S. Michigan Ave.,
I. Harry Toler, Mgr.

HOLLYWOOD: 6404 Hollywood
Ivan Spear, Mgr.

Blvd.,

As a service to readers of BOXOFFICE, this page provides a ready source of information
on products and services which have been filed for reference with The MODERN THEATRE INFORMATION BUREAU. Information on the following subjects may be secured by
sending in the coupon. Use the key numbers. If data on subjects other than those listed
is wanted, just state your requirements. We will endeavor to see that you are supplied
with details promptly.

ADVERTISING
MT481
MT482
MT483
MT484
MT485
MT486
MT487
MT488
MT489
MT490
MT491
MT492
MT493
MT494
MT495
MT496
MT497
MT498
MT499

DECORATIONS

Main signs and marquees
Signs, Neon
Signs, structural glass
Signs, travel word
Attraction boards
Letters, attraction board
Letters, changeable silhouette
Price signs, boxoffice
Display frames
Poster lights
Poster projectors
Cut-out machines
Time schedule clocks, electric
Monogrammed
mats, rubber
Slides, advertising
Slides, announcement
Sound truck P. A. systems
Transformers, Neon
Ladders, safety

AIR

CONDITIONING

MT505

Air

MT506
MT507
MT508
MT509
MT510
MT511
MT512
MT513
MT514
MT515
MT516
MT517

plete
Heating systems
Refrigeration
Air washers
Blowers
Air circulators
Fans, exhaust
Grilles and registers
Temperature control devices
Air conditioning accessories
Motors, multi-speed fan
Motors, constant speed
Air filters

conditioning

YOU

Room

WANT

Please
items:

Architectural service
Decorating service
Seating service
Theatre chairs
Chair covers
Theatre carpets
Carpet padding
Rubber matting
Furniture, lounge
Wall tiles, interior
Fabrics, decorating
Brass railings
Rope railings
Metal, ornamental
Mirrors
Luminous colors
Ticket booths
Directional signs
Exit boxes

MT539
MT540
MT541
MT542
MT5 4 3

Curtain controls
Curtain tracks
Curtains, fireproof
Fountains, drinking
Fountains, ornamental

THEATRE

MTSSn
MT551
MT.t.52

obtain

for me
Numbers

MT564

Lighting

ASK

FOR

IT BY

section of BOXOFFICE
Ave,

5-22-37
on the following

Below).

Remarks:

Name

individual

MT570
MT571
MT572
MT573
MT574
MT575
MT576
MT577

Chair fastening cement
Chair refinishing materials
Upholstering materials
Seat patching kits
Seat decking materials
Floor surfacing materials
Carpet cleaning systems
Floor waxes

MT578
MT579
MT580
MT581
MT582
MT583
MT584
MT585
MT586

Matting, rubber
Paint, screen
Paint, plastic
Paint, aluminum
Polish, metal
Polish, furniture
Fireproofing compounds
Fire extinguishers
Ladders, safety

MT587

Uniforms,

staff

MT591
MT592

Projectors,
Projectors,

complete
standard

MT593
MT594
MTf>95
MT59fi
MTn97
MTn98
MT.399
MTHOO
MTfiOl

Projectors, semi-portable
Projector pedestals
Projector parts
Lamps, suprex type
T.amps. reflector arc
T,amps, high intensity
Lamps, incandescent projection
Arc regulators
Arc controls

MT612
MT613
MT614
MTfilo
MTGifi

Carbons, projector
Carbon savers
Reels
Reel alarms
Rewinders, automatio

MTB17
MTfilS
MTB19
MTB20
MTfi21
MT622
MTB23
MTfi24
MT62B
MTB2fi

Change-over devices
Slide, projection
I. amps, spot and flood
Take-ups. film
Film safety controls
Fire prevention devices
Fire shutters, porthole
Film scales
Film scrapers
Film splicers

MT627
MT628
MTR29
^^TB30

Film cleaners
Air gun (cleaner)
Tool kits
Film cabinets

MTB31
\TTB.22

Film cabinet stands
Effect projectors

'

SANITATION

Theatre
City

18

State

with

MTfi02 Control panels
MTfin3 Rectifiers, copper-oxide
MTfiOt Rectifiers, tube type
MTf)0.=> Bulbs, rectifier
MTfiOfi Rheostats, projection
MTfi07 Motor-generators
MT608 Tyenses, projection
MT609 I,<enses, condenser
MT610 Turrent changers
MTfill Mirror reflectors

NAME

"REMARKS"

literature

plants,

units

PROJECTION

COUPON

free descriptive

Ultra violet lighting
Silhouette letter mounting
Flashed opal glass
Pot metal opal glass
Fuses, indicator type
Fuses, cartridge

MAINTENANCE

MT553 Candle flame lamps
MT554 Floodlight lamps
MT555 Spotlight lamps
MT.T.5(i Sign lamps
MT.S,S7 Dimmers

111.

{List Key

MT558
MT559
MT560
MT5(>1
MT562
MT5fi3

Fixtures, lighting
Colored lamps
Lumiline lamps

ISN'T LISTED,

334 — 332 S. Michigan

Chicago,

MT52n
MT521
MT522
MT523
MT524
MT525
MT526
MT527
MT528
MT529
MT530
MT531
MT532
MT533
MT534
MT535
MT536
MT537
MT538

LIGHTING

THIS

UNDER
The MODERN

FURNISHING

plants — com-

USE
IF WHAT

and

MTfi41
\tt';42

I

Cleaning compounds
Cleaners, vacuum

sound

MT643
MT()44
MT645
MT(i46

Disinfectants
Deodorant blocks
Insecticides
Disseminators

MT<)47
MT648
MT649

Air purifiers,
Air perfumes
Air sprays

MT650
MT651

Soap dispensers
Soaps, liquid

MT652
MT()53
MT654
MT655

Hand driers, electric
Chewing gum solvents
Rubber link matting
Exhaust fans

ozone

SOUND
MT661
MTfi62
MT663
MTfi64
MT665
MT666

Sound systems,
Sound heads
Amplifiers
Pre-amplifiers
Speakers
Rectifiers

MT667
MT668
MT669
MT670
MT671
MT672
MT673

Condensers
Photo-electric cells
Tubes, amplifier
Tubes, rectifier
Exciter lamps
Baffles, horn
Lens assemblies, sound

MT674
MT675

Public address
Microphones

MT676
MT677
MT678

Microphone stands
Hearing aid systems
Acoustical materials

STAGE

complete

systems

EQUIPMENT

MT685
MT68fi

Screens, moving
Lighting, stage

MT687
MT688

Curtain
Curtain

MT689
MTfi90
MTfi91

Stage draperies
Stage rigging
Scenery, stage

MT692

Footlights

MT693

Switchboards

picture

controls
tracks

STRUCTURAL

MATERIALS

MT700

Structural

MT701
MT702
MT703
MT704

Insulation materials
Acou.stical materials
Fibre boards
Fronts, glass

glasses

MT705
MT706

Fronts,
Fronts,

MT707
MT708
MT709

Fronts, stainless steel
Toilet partitions, metal
Flooring, asphalt tile

vitreous enamel
porcelain enamel

MISCELLANEOUS
MT715
MT716
MT717
MT718
MT719

Accounting systems
Change makers
Safes, boxoffice
Tickets
Ticket choppers

MT720
MT721
MT722

Ticket issuing machines
Ticket registers
Ticket holders

MT723
MT724

Pop corn machines
Uniforms, .staff

BOXOFFICE

:: May

22, 1937.

"Divorce" Bill
(Continued

from page 59)
on which the operation of the theatre is
begun, whichever is the later, and annually thereafter on the fifteen day of
January an affidavit that such theatre is
not owned, controlled, managed or operated, in whole or in part, by any producer
or distributor of motion picture films, and
that no such producer or distributor has
any interest, direct or indirect, legal or
equitable, through stock ownership or otherwise, in such theatre.”
Penalties of fines and imprisonment are
provided in the bill for its violation. No
statement, however, is made as to exactly
when it is to become effective.

WTI"
IjlVOrCGIIlBIlt

(1) The term “motion picture theatre”
or “theatre” includes any place in which
motion pictures are publicly exhibited and
to which an admission price is charged,
but does not include a church, school or
other eleemosynary institution where motion pictures are exhibited in connection
with the activities of such church, school,
or institution.
(2) The term “motion picture film” or
“film” includes any motion picture film,
whether copyrighted or uncopyrighted, positive or negative, and a copy or reproduction thereof, which film contains a photoplay or other subject and is produced for
the public exhibition in a motion picture
theatre.
(3) The term “person” includes an individual, partnership, association, joint stock
company, trust or corporation or the receiver or trustee of a corporation.
(4) The term “distributor” includes any
person who engages or contracts to engage in the distribution of motion picture
films, whether as seller, lessor, or licensor,
and whether the distribution is effected by
means of sale, lease, license contract, or
any other type of agreement whereby films
are supplied for public exhibition in motion picture theatres.
Sec. 2. It shall be unlawful

for any

mo-

tion picture theatre to be operated in this
state which is owned, controlled, managed,
or operated, in whole or in part, by any
producer or distributor of motion picture
films or in which any such producer or
distributor has any interest, direct or indirect, legal or equitable, through stock
ownership or otherwise.
Sec.

3.

As

a

condition

of the

lawful

operation of a motion picture theatre in
this state the person operating it shall file
with the secretary of state within thirty
days after the date on which this act becomes effective or after the date on which
the operation of the theatre is begun,
whichever is the later, and annually thereafter on the fifteen day of January an
affidavit that such theatre is not owned,
controlled, managed, or operated, in whole
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Slated for Wisconsin
Madison,

M. & M. Reopens
Rinelander,

Wis. — The

One

Majestic

Thea-

tre here has been completely remodeled
and has been reopened to operate on a
Priday-Saturday-Sunday policy by M. &
M. Enterprises.

TEXT OF ILLINOIS "DIVORCE"
Section. For the purpose of this act, unless the context otherwise requires —

\l[

Sec.

4. The

courts

or distributor
that no such
any interest,
or equitable,
otherwise, in

of this state

shall

have jurisdiction to prevent and restrain
violations of this Act; and it shall be the
duty of the prosecutor of the county in
which a motion picture theatre is being
operated in violation of the provisions of
this Act, or the attorney general of the
State, to institute proceedings to prevent
and restrain such violations. When the
parties complained of shall have been duly
notified, the court shall proceed, as soon
as may be, to the hearing and determination of the case; and pending such petition, and before final decree, the court
may at any time make such temporary restraining order or prohibition as shall be
deemed just in the premises.
Sec. 5. Every

person

who

operates

a mo-

tion picture theatre in this State the operation of which is prohibited by section
two, or who fails to file the affidavit as
and when required by section three, or who
knowingly makes any false statement in
such affidavit, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction thereof shall
be punished by a fine not exceeding ten
thousand dollars, or by imprisonment for
not exceeding one year, or both, in the
discretion of the court. In the case of a
corporation, the violation of this Act shall
be deemed to be also that of the individual directors, officers, or agents of such
corporation who have authorized, ordered,
done, or had knowledge of any of the acts
or omissions constituting in whole or in
part such violation, and upon conviction
thereof of any such director, officer, or
agent shall be punished by fine or imprisonment, or both, as in this section provided.
Sec. 6. If any

provision

Allied-inspired

Hall

The measure, which was overwhelmingly passed by the lower house of the state
assembly, was defeated in the senate before its reference to committee.

Approximately 75 producer-owned houses
in Wisconsin would be affected should the
measure become law. Warner Bros, are interested in about 25 theatres, 20th-Pox in
47 and Paramount in two.

BILL

or in part, by any producer
of motion picture films, and
producer or distributor has
direct or indirect, legal
through stock ownership or
such theatre.

Wis. — The

bill, which would ban financial control of
Wisconsin theatres by producers and distributors, is scheduled for a hearing May
27 before a state senate committee.

of this Act

is

declared unconstitutional, or the applicability thereof to any person or circumstances is held invalid, the validity of the
remainder of the Act and the applicability
of such provision to other persons and circumstances shall not be affected thereby.

Chicago Plans Big
Allied Delegation
Chicago — Aaron

Saperstein,

president

of

Allied Theatres of Illinois, will head a large
and representative gathering of state exhibitors at the national convention in Milwaukee next week of the national organization.
Reservations have been coming in daily
to the local Allied office, and by the time
the convention opens nearly every member
of the Illinois unit may be present for at
least part of the Milwaukee sessions which
open May 26.
Among those who already have signified
their intentions of being included are, besides Saperstein, Tippy Harrison, Ben
Bartlestein, Van Nomikos, Charles Nelson,
Jack Rubin, Joe Weiss, Verne Langdon,
Ben Lasker, Joe Koppel, Ludwig Sussman,
Nate Gumbiner, Abe Gumbiner, Steve Bennis. Bill Jearl, Joe Stern, Jack Rose, Sinuel
Roberts, Charlie Auerbach, Morris Zimmerman, Harry Nepo, Bill Cherukis, Dick
Salkin and Abe Fader.

By the time the additional expected reservations are all in and the various equipment supply, premium and theatre accessory salesmen are included, it is highly
probable that the Chicago delegation will
reach 100 persons.
This is the largest local representation
ever to attend an Allied convention away
from Chicago, and will also likely be the
meeting.
largest “out-city” representation at the

Balabans
Chicago

— With

Start Esquire
final

approval

of

the

plans, and the letting of the steel contract, work on the new Esquire Theatre, to
be constructed by Harry and Elmer Balaban at 58 E. Oak St. on the near north
side, will now be rushed through.

22, 1937.
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MILWAUKEE
JJDDIE WEISFELDT’S Riverside has been
given a new red structural glass front
and boxoffice.

Warner

Harold Mirisch, for the past five years
connected with the Warner Bros, circuit
in Milwaukee and recently serving as booking manager, has resigned.

Chicago — Those

Pete Wood, general chairman in charge
of arrangements for the Allied national
convention to be held here May 26, 27
and 28, or his assistant, was scheduled to
arrive here May 17.
Dawn

Iris Dearman, two-year-old Milwaukeean who has received recognition for
her typewriting and spelling abilities, recently made her debut on the stage and
screen of the Savoy Theatre here.

Fred C. Hinds is closing his Strand
Theatre at Whitewater June 1 for two
weeks to permit the installation of a new
front and redecoration of the interior.

Plans are underway for a Fredrie March
Homecoming Week by the Racine branch
of the Children’s Home and Aid Society
of Wisconsin in connection with the showing, beginning May 28, of ‘‘A Star Is Born”
at the Venetian Theatre in that city.
A. C. Berkholtz has installed a new amplifier and two new speakers in his West
Bend Theatre.

Ervin Deer, representative of the
MPPDA, spoke before the students of the
La Crosse State Teachers college at La
Crosse last week.
N. E. Grengs has discontinued plans for
the construction of a new theatre at Phillips, Wis., and has purchased the Urban
at Mankato, Minn. Donald Grengs, former manager of the circuit’s Lake City
house, has been named manager of the
Urban. Gerhardt Skerhutt and Miss Pearl
Laukeman are now managing the Grand
at Lake City.
Miner Amusement Co. will start work
on the building housing the Chippewa
Sales Co., Chippewa Falls, to be rebuilt
into a modern 900-seaf theatre. The new
house will be called the Falls and will cost
approximately $20,000.

Prestons Buy Building
Salem,

Mo. — Miss

Mae

and

Normal,

WILL

III. — Great

BUILD IN NORMAL
States

is to erect

a new 900-seat house to cost approximately $100,000 here. It will be ready about
Labor Day. Arthur Moratz is the architect in charge of the plans.
FRISINA PLANS
Litchfield,

LITCHFIELD

III. — The

HOUSE

Frisina

Amuse-

ment Enterprise of Springfield plans the
construction of a new 450-seat house here.
The circuit owns the Capitol in this city.

62

Get

Party for Drive
very

social

Jimmy Coston’s Chicago and Wisconsin
zone of Warner theatres to celebrate the
recent victory of the Wisconsin houses over
the Chicago bunch in an “increased boxoffice receipts” drive. The drive ran for
13 weeks ending April 30 and percentages
were based upon the increase over arbitrary expectancies set up by a point committee of managers from both groups.
Wisconsin won, and is deserving of the
plaudits, which they acquired in noble style
at the party, which, by the way, was held
last Monday, May 17, at the Chain O’
Lakes Country Club at Antioch, 111. As
to the individual prize winners, Joe Reynolds of the Lake Theatre, Milwaukee, took
the top spot and received the largest share
of the total cash prize. Others who won
in Wisconsin in their respective orders
were; Bob Broso, Oshkosh Theatre, Oshkosh; Len Howard, Princess, Milwaukee;
Gene Arnstein, Egyptian, Milwaukee; Bill
Exton, Kenosha, Kenosha; Jack Driscoll,
Granada, Milwaukee; Joe Rosenfield, Modjeska, Milwaukee, and Clarence Bosch,
Mirth, Milwaukee. Chicago winners were
topped by Vance Schwartz of the Orpheum, Hammond, and followed in order
by Bud Erickson, Odgen, Chicago; Harry
Mintz, Parthenon, Hammond; Ben Cohn,
Frolic, Chicago; Steve Fitzgerald, Cosmo,
Chicago; Hugh Thornton, Metropolitan,
Chicago; Ted Turrell, Beverly, Chicago;
J. H. O’Connell, Hamilton, Chicago, and
Don Molloy, Paramount, Hammond.

Permit Issued
St. Louis — The

board

of public

service

has issued a permit to the Missouri Theatre Bldg. Corp. to construct an addition
to the transformer vault underneath the
sidewalk, on the north side of the building.

Cooling Installations
Indianapolis — The

Irving,

Indianapolis;

Strand, Shelby ville; Austin, Austin; Garrick, Indianapolis and the Madison, Madison, Ind., have installed air washers and
blowers.

THEATRE

^HE Alamo Theatre, one of the Central
City Amusement Corp. houses, has completed a thorough modernization program.
Clara Bow, famous

Warnerites

are at it again. This time it was a big
party for all managers and executives in

Corydon,

STATES

Managers

Kenneth

Preston, who operate the Lyric Theatre
here, have purchased the incomplete Salem Theatre Bldg, here from Mercier
Brothers of Perryville, Mo., who started
its construction a few weeks ago.
GREAT

FETED

NOTES

Ind. — The Dream is being redecorated and having a new front built.

Evansville, Did. — The Royal Theatre has
installed new chairs, lighting fixtures, directional signs, screen, interior decorations
and new lobby frames.
Hopkinsville, Ind. — The Kentucky Theatre is undergoing a complete remodeling
and redecorating, and new equipment
where necessary.
Louisville, Ky. — The Drewry Lane Theatre is being completely remodeled and v/ill
reopen in the near future.

actress of the silent

films who always “wanted to meet Indiana’s governor,” M. Clifford Townsend,
had the pleasure of meeting the executive at French Lick Springs recently. Miss
Bow was on her way to the Derby at
Louisville, and stopped at the Indiana spa
for several days.
U. R. Anderson, former zone manager
for Warner Bros., has entered the exhibitor field. Anderson acquired the Kentucky Theatre, Hartford, Ky., and is
ville, Ky.a new 600-seat house in Hopkinsbuilding

Marty Solomon, Columbia branch manager, will return from an extended trip in
Florida this week where he has been resting and regaining his health.
Charles (Chuck) Kreighbaum, operator
of the Arc Theatre, Lafayette, Ind., is confined to a hospital in Battle Creek, Mich.
His many friends along Filmrow wish him
a speedy recovery.
Big Features Films Corp. is in the midst
of remodeling and redecorating their
branch here. The moving of the Louisville, Ky., branch to Indianapolis necessitated larger quarters.
The big party. May 10, given by the
local Variety Club on the Indiana Hotel
roof, was such a financial success they
are considering repeating the event in the
near future.
Abe Kaufman, manager Big Features
Corp., will celebrate his twenty-second
ivedding anniversary May 22.
Myer Flater, operator of the Citadel
Theatre, Bloomfield, and the Tivoli Theatre, Spencer, and J. B. Green, operator
of the Princeton and Roxy Theatres,
Princeton, will book
ated Theatres, Inc.

through

the Affili-

J. Haas, Paramount advertising sales
supervisor, western division, spent several
days in the city 07i his way to the west
coast to supervise and arrange displays
for the Paramount convention in Los Angeles June 10.
Joe Sullivan, formerly with Paramount
branch, has joined the Warner Bros, organization as advertising sales manager.
Wilbur Myers, Francesville operator, has
gone to Mayo Bros., Rochester, Minn., for
observation.
Don Smith, National Theatre Supply,
now holds the record along Filmrow for
a minimum catch. Don spent several days
at Reelfoot Lake, Tenn., fishing, and if
Carl Harthill hadn’t lost his line, and
landed the two 10-pounders that broke his
pole, another record might have been
made. Don acquired a fine coat of ten
while basking in the sunshine waiting for
the fish to bite.
BOXOmCE
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MINNY HALTS THEATRE BUILDING
License Committee

Film Trade Board
Has No Welcome
Minneapolis — There

apparently

is no

crying need in this territory for any film
board of trade of the sort which used to
function. At least, it appears, there
haven’t

been any disputes between exchanges and exhibitors over the interpretation of contract clauses or any contract
breaches during the past year or longer.
S. D. Kane, Northwest Allied States
executive secretary, says he has no knowledge of any law suits arising in the territory between exchanges and exhibitors
over contract disputes. Perhaps, he points
out, the contracts are clearer and more
simple and specific.
Arbitration

Need

Exists

However, there are still plenty of independent exhibitor grievances over contract
demands, such as percentages and preferred playing: forced shorts and clearing
and zoning, which a board might hear.
But local Northwest Allied States’ leaders
say they have no wish whatsoever for a
resurrection of the old-time film board of
trade which, they declare, was packed in
favor of the distributors or powerless to
grant any relief.

KAPLAN, RUBENSTEIN
FILE PARDON PLEA
Minneapolis — A plea has been

filed with

the state board of pardons by Abe Kaplan
and Louis R. Rubenstein for a pardon from
their conviction of violating the state antilottery law by holding Bank Nights at their
Dale Theatre, St. Paul. The pardon plea
was unusual because the pair’s offense
carried no jail sentence.
Kaplan and Rubenstein stated they
wished the “stigma” removed from their
names. Benedict S. Deinard, local attorney, represented them before the pardon
board.
The exhibitors paid a fine of $250 each
after being found guilty and they make
no request for any remission of the money.

Minneapolis Theatres
Escape Picketing
Minneapolis

—

There

Two Applications;

has not been

and will be no picketing of Minny
theatres in sympathy with the Hollywood studio strikes, according to
William Donnelly, business agent of
the stage hands’ union. Local theatre unions are all affiliated with the
AFL which is not participating in
the picketing, he says. The CIO organization has little representation
in Minneapolis. More details of the
studio strike are on page 4.

War on Percentage
Films Is Approved
Minneapolis — More

than

Denies

May Reconsider
city council

Minneapolis — The

license

committee has decided not to allow any
further theatre construction for the time
being. Its stand was taken when it deferred action on applications for permits
to build two large independent neighborhood theatres. At the same time, however, the committee indicated that it may
reconsider the applications at some later
date to be fixed by the chairman.
The committee apparently concurred
in the contention of opponents of the permits that Minneapolis now has sufficient
theatres, affording one seat for every nine
persons.
It was pointed out by representatives of
Publix and members of Northwest Allied
States that there now are 62 theatres with
3,000 seating capacity and that 7,000 of
the 53,000 seats are in closed showhouses
in Minneapolis.

15 exhibitors

throughout the territory — all of them outside the Twin Cities — have written to S. D.
Kane, Northwest Allied States’ executive
secretary, pledging their support to the
organization’s campaign against percentage pictures, he announces.
These letters were unsolicited, according
to Kane. In every instance, he says, the
exhibitors state they have not bought any
new-season product, will not sign any
percentage deal contracts and will await
the June meeting here before taking on
any new-season product.
Kane also claims to have seen a 20thFox contract covering a good-sized situation outside the Twin Cities and says it
does not include a single percentage picture. Twentieth-Pox, on the other hand,
asserts it is not making any new-season
deals for ordinary or larger sized situations that do not include at least eight
percentage pictures.

Overseating

Lowers

Quality

Opponents argued that few other cities
have so many theatre seats per capita as
Minneapolis and also declared that the
quality of film entertainment would be
lowered if more showhouses are built. It
was stated that in Washington there is
only one seat to 12.5 persons, in Chicago
one to 12, in Baltimore one to 13, in Pittsburgh one to 12, in Birmingham, Ala., one
to 17, in Toledo one to 13 and in St. Paul
one to 12.
The

head of a corporation seeking one

of the permits asked “what right the motion picture business has to be protected
against competition?”

Protest to Zukor
Minneapolis — An

open

letter to Presi-

dent Adolph Zukor of Paramount has been
written by Charles Lee Hyde, veteran
ROB

EDDIE

RUBEN’S

Minneapolis — Robbers

PANTAGES
who

broke

into

Eddie Ruben’s Pantages Theatre office escaped with $500 in cash.

Pierre, S. D., exhibitor, and Northwest Aldied States’ director, protesting against
“the company’s policy of withdrawing
some of its best pictures from present
contracts and saving them for next year’s.”
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Minnq Time's Adoption of
Duals Map Lead Parade

News

J^IR-LOC

Minneapolis — What may mark the initial spread of double features in the local
loop since their inauguration at two Publix houses, the State and Aster, several
months ago, is the action of the Time
Theatre, Bennie Berger’s independent
downtown sure-seater, in launching twin
features this week. Current offerings are
two independent
Death" and "Last

releases — "Dealers
Journey.”

in

"We are going to try out the double feature policy.” explained Ben Ashe, general
manager for the Berger circuit. “If patronage warrants it, the policy will be made
permanent.”
Duals Have

Helped

State

and Aster

Double features started slowly, but have
been gaining ground at both the State and
Aster.

There has been a distinct improvement in business at both houses lately. At

the same
recent

time, the Time, in the same admission price class, has been slipping in
months.

The adoption of the policy by the Time
likely will lead to a still further spread of
dual bills downtown and in the neighborhood houses. Independent uptown and suburban exhibitors are pledged to refrain
from double featuring and Publix has not
double featured yet in any of its uptown
or suburban houses.
However, the general belief in film circles here is that a spread of dual billing
downtown eventually would force the
neighborhood situations into line.

GEORGE H. THORP IS
KILLED BY BANDIT
Crosby, Minn. — George H. Thorp, 65
years old, one of the best known independent exhibitors in the territory, associated
with his son, Harvey, in the ownership and
operation of theatres here and at Ironton,
Minn., was shot to death by a bandit in
the hallway of his apartment building.
The

bandit

apparently

followed

Thorp

from the latter’s showhouse after the last
performance Sunday. Police believe Thorp,
a large and powerful man, resisted the
bandit. The latter fired four shots into
the theatre man and then ran to the street
without taking the considerable sum of
money which Thorp had on his person.
Once in the street, the bandit forced a
University of Minnesota student to drive
him to Minneapolis.
Thorp was still alive and conscious when
other tenants in the building, aroused by
the

shots, found him. He said, “Everything’s all right.” Rushed to the hospital,
he died soon after his arrival there.
Harvey Thorp was in Ironton when the
murder occurred. Apprised of what had
happened, he hurried to Crosby, but his
father was dead before his arrival. A
widow and another son survive.
64

RESPITE the lateness of the season. Twin
City Variety club activities continue.
There was open house in the Nicollet Hotel club rooms last Saturday night and
another one is scheduled for May 22.
A midnight luncheon was appreciated
by all and good fellowship prevailed
throughout the evening. On Monday this
week there was a luncheon meeting and a
number took advantage of it.
Ben Blotchy, Paramount district manager, is out in the territory calling on western Wisconsm and northern Minnesota exhibitors.

SEAT INDUSTRIES. INC., reports additional sales of their beautiful, full-upholstered AIR-LOC chairs to
more theatres that are being built or remodeled. A few of these additional sales
have recently been made to the following
theatres and well-known exhibitors:
*

Al Stern, RKO city salesman,
into a new home.

W.

J. Wer-

has moved

♦

kota. being
now

built at Dickinson,

9t(

An

additional

pany was “the greatest in the industry’s
history.” It was the greatest time of his
life, he says.
Uiiiversal has a new head
the person of Irene Junger.

inspectress

250

«

North

Dakota

in a salesman’s

ca-

ago, according
manager.

to “Hy”

Chapman,

Determined to sweep the Hollywood
beauties off their feet, each and every one
of the Universal salesmen invested in a
brand new, spiffy suit before departing for
the Los Angeles sales convention last week.
Joe Podoloff, 20th-Fox branch manager,
who has been coming along great guns as
a handball player, will have to lay off the
game for at least a month as a result of
suffering a dislocated right knee and
ed tendon in the courts last week.

pull-

The Journal this week ran a picture of
Morrie Abrams, M-G-M
exploiteer, taken
with Judy Garland at Hollywood. Morrie
used to hold Judy in his lap when her dad,
Frank Gumm, operated the Rialto Theatre
at Grand Rapids, Minn.
There’s

to

Harvey

at Crosby,

«

An additional 400 chairs to Charles
Mound for his Park Theatre, Valley Park,
Missouri.
*

*

AIR-LOC installations made during the
last week included the following theatres:

H. N. Turners’
City, Minnesota.

Family
4s

The
which

Everything is hotsy totsy at Columbia
ivith business running approximately 50
per cent ahead of the corresponding period
a year
branch

ifC

chairs

4>

Da-

in

Bill Cameron, M-G-M salesman who has
been handling North Dakota, has been assigned to the Twin Cities and vicinity.
Walt McKeen, former booker, now is
working
pacity.

]|(

North

Thorpe
for his People’s Theatre
Minnesota.

*
Morrie Abrams, ace M-G-M
exploiteer,
is authority for the statement that the recent Los Angeles convention of his com-

♦

700 chairs to F. E. Wetzstein and associates for their new and beautiful theatre

Out-of-town exhibitors visiting Filmrow
included Fred Schnee, Litchfield, Minn.;
Jack Hey wood. New Richmond, Wis.; Art
Johnson, Aberdeen, S. D., and
ner, Le Seur, Minn.

in Brief

Park

^

Theatre

Theatre

at Pine

^

at Clear

Lake,

Iowa,

is owned by the Central States Theatre Corporation of Des Moines, Iowa.
*

♦

*

The Bijou Theatre at Abingdon,
owned by the S. E. Pirtle circuit.
4s

O. K. Quarves
ford, Minnesota.

#

Royal

♦

D. R. Blys Bula
Ohio.

«

♦

*

Theatre

at Rush-

♦

Theatre

*

Illinois,

at Ashtabula,

He

F. R. Thompson’s Tonna
Owatonna, Minnesota. — Adv.

Theatre

at

going to be plenty of prosperity
(Continued on page 70)
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FOX MIDWEST TAKES
THREE IN SPRINGFIELD
Springfield,

Mo. — All but

one

Spring-

field theatre, S. E. Wilhoit’s Princess, were
taken over here this week by Fox Midwest
Theatres. In a deal with Midwest Theatre
Operating Co., Bill Moran and Phil Isely’s
circuit, Fox Midwest acquired the Granada,
Mozark and Mulliken.
An agreement with Ensley Barbour, of
the Landers, makes Barbour a partner with
the Fox circuit in the operation of the
seven Springfield houses now controlled
by the circuit. Barbour will direct the
management of the three Moran & Isely
theatres and of the Gilloiz, Electric, Plaza
and Landers.
Fox Midwest will shift Allen Karf to
Sedalia, Mo. Glen Carroll, city manager at
Sedalia, has not been assigned.

Abatement of Giveaways
by K. C. Exhibitors Fades
Kansas

Mo. Senate Approves
2% Sales Tax Bill
Kansas

Kansas

City — Prohibited

by

law

NOW
.10
.15
.20
.25
.30
.35
.40
The
where
tokens
change
of the

TAX
.002
.004
.004
.006
.006
.008
.008

PRICE
.108
.156
.206
.254
.304
.352
.392

from

TOTAL
.11
.16

Kansas

40% DISCOUNT

.21
.26
.31

Mo. — Crump

Taylor

City’s only picture show, several years.
The old location will be closed.

Atwood Closed for Repairs
Kas. — On

May

17 the

Atwood

here, G. W. Bastin’s theatre, closed for
approximately four weeks during which it
will be thoroughly overhauled, refurnished
and re-equipped. Bastin is reported to be
spending over $5,000 for the job, which
includes new seats, furnishings, etc.
BOXOFTICE
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own-

use of giveaways as has characterized exhibition here the past ten months. Also,
they know that there are too many double
bills, and that they are getting too little
in admissions. But experience has convinced them that unless they can proceed
with 100 per cent coooperation among
themselves, the one or two or three per
cent is as effective in nullifying the efforts
of the other 99, or 98, or 97 per cent, as if
it were 50 per cent were not cooperating.

was

At present prospects are pretty dim for
abatement of giveaways, and business will
have to improve considerably this fall to
make any betterment likely at that time.

MEADE

Meade,

OPENING

Kas. — Frank

MAY

Morris

23

will open

his

new house here, the Meade, May 23. The
theatre accommodates approximately 450,
and costs around $15,000.

ON PROJECTOR

PARTS.

S-L-A-S-H!!!
STOP

PRESSES

!1

1

Reduction on Genuine Kaplan Surefit Repair
Parts for Kaplan and Standard Simplex Machines
20% Discount on National Carbons (Additional 5%
Cash Discount 10 Days)

is

building a new theatre to house his Plaza
here, and expects to be in the new location for which he has purchased new seats,
new sound, etc., around June 20. Mr.
Taylor has operated the Plaza, Appleton

Atwood,

City — Mrs. R. R. Thompson

theatre

Other exhibitors are more optimistic. At
least they have hopes that the fall will
bring good enough business at the boxoffice to justify another attempt. About
99 per cent of the independents are convinced of the foolishness of such feverish

elected president of the Variety Club
Ladies Auxiliary at a recent meeting to
succeed Mrs. L. F. Durland for a full-year
term.
Other officers are Mrs. Clifford L. Dillon, vice-president ; Mrs. Charles Potter,
treasurer; Mrs. Charles Knickerbocker,
secretary.

New Crump Taylor House
City,

senate

MRS. THOMPSON HEADS
VARIETY AUXILIARY

.36
.40
complaints recorded in Missouri
theatres have had to collect mill
and the delay in making the extra
is said to be causing consideration
increase in Kansas.

Appleton

Missouri

Monday okayed the hill which will
double the one per cent sales tax. It
added several ameiidments to the hill
passed several weeks ago hy the house,
and the measure passed hy the senate
now is up in the house for amendment concurrence.
Of interest to the exhibitors is the
amendment which would allow them,
along with retailers, three per cent
to defray the costs and losses of collection. Another senate change is to
exempt newspaper advertising and
transportation.
When the governor signs the measure— after the house okays it again —
the hill will become effective at once.

Sales Tax Prompts
Ticket Boost Plan
absorbing the new state general sales tax
that becomes effective June 1, and reluctant to burden boxoffice lines with the
inconvenience of mill-token collections,
many exhibitors are planning to increase
their admission prices one cent in each
bracket up to 40 cents, according to information from the headquarters of the
Kansas-Missouri Theatres Ass’n. Exhibitors are required to post the admission
prices with amount of the tax, and the last
three columns in the following table have
been suggested to the KMTA office for exhibitors in accordance with present prices
in the first column:

City — The

City — Independent

ers here have dropped their effort to effect
a reduction in premiums this spring. Some
of them feel that there is not much hope
ever of getting all independents together in
a united opposition to giveaways — or anything else, following failure several weeks
ago in a strong move to that end.

PQ

pq
U
H

C/3
U
M

C/3

WHERE ELSE CAN YOU BUY AT SUCH A TREMENDOUS SAVING?
For the Best Buys See Us First.
We Handle the Highest Quality Line,
including:
Kaplan and Motiograph Projectors with Complete
Brenkert and Strong Reflector Arc Lamps

Sound

EQUIPMENT

"The Independent Exhibitor's Best
Telephone GRand 0134
1804 WYANDOTTE
ST.

■20% DISCOUNT

Friend

l-H
H
M
CO
W
W
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CO

>
CO

COMPANY

for 38 Years."
Night Phone DRexel
KANSAS
CITY,

ON NATIONAL

M
M
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Equipment

LeRoy Master and Full Range Sound Heads
Operadio Amplifiers — Jensen Speaker Systems
Arc Rectifiers — Strong, Garver, Rectolite
Tungar Rectifier Bulbs — Cetron Photo-Electric Cells
IDEAL CHAIRS — The Best Seats on the Market

STEBBINS THEATRE

w

2791
MO.

CARBONS
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Prepare Legal Battle
Against Omaha Games
Omaha — Special Investigator

W. R. Mur-

ray of the attorney general’s office, Thursday announced legal action to halt an
Omaha theatre’s Bank Night will be started
early next week. The announcement follows a two-week investigation of Bank
Night here. He said notes were taken by
six persons during Bank Night a week ago
and again Wednesday night.
Murray

Debates

Consideration

According to Murray, information was
sought in an effort to prove one of three
conditions of lottery — price, chance and
consideration. Theatre operators have admitted the first two conditions, but deny
the third, saying its possible to win without purchasing a ticket. Murray said his
information hopes to prove that the Bank
Night winners were not announced in the
lobby of one downtown theatre so only persons who purchased tickets had a change
to win, that several suburban theatres have
charged a nickel more on Bank Nights,
that trailers advertising Bank Night have
been carefully recorded in an attempt to
prove consideration because of matinee arrangement whereby patrons purchasing
tickets can register and become eligible
to win without attending drawing. Statements have been taken from patrons who
asserted they bought tickets and attended
theatres Wednesdays primarily because of
the prize.
Allusion

to Other

Business

Attorney General Richard Hunter’s letter to county attorneys asking them to
suppress theatre Bank Nights and “other
lottery schemes which are becoming widespread throughout the state’’ was taken to
refer to the prize drawings also being held
by such widely divergent businesses as
laundries, gas stations, restaurants, etc.
It has been believed, and the thought
still persists in some quarters, that the attorney general was personally going to see
that a suit was filed against the Motion
Picture Exhibitors Association of Omaha,
the Bank Night cooperative here.

Beatrice

Gift Action

Nearer High Court
Lincoln,

Nebr. — The

Ray-Bell Series

St. Paul — Ray-Bell

Films, Inc., last week

simultaneously released to 47 Twin City
theatres original song cartoons for Grain
Belt Beer, depicting the plight of an explorer in darkest Africa. Increased staffs
and acting groups now make it possible
for the company to commence a series of
film-ads in the morning and complete
them the same evening.

GRISWOLD

THEATRE

Griswold,

Ia. — Mervin

Conklin have
house here.

opened

66

OPENS

Neeley

their new

and

Arch

300-seat

Beatrice

Theatre Corp. lost its plea in district
court for a new trial from the ruling
in which the judge held that Bank
Night in Nebraska was a lottery and
hence illegal. The company will file
an appeal with the Nebraska supreme court in an effort to override
the decision.

m

A

IIHII A

MRS FERN DUMONT has decided not to
accept a position as secretary to District Manager Evert R. Cummings of TriStates, replacing altar-bound Ethel Good,
because it would necessitate separation
from her husband who is assistant manager of the Paramount at Cedar Rapids, la.
Lucille McClennaghan, secretary to
Branch Manager I. M. Weiner of Columbia, is now slated to take Miss Good’s
place.
Incidentally Cummings’ office will be all
renovated soon, with new rugs for the
floors, Venetian blinds at the windows and
a general toning up of the furniture.
Murray

Starr, the National Screen representative here, is going in for supercolossal stills now that he has joined the
growing ranks of candid camera fans.
Bookers Joe Deitch of Tri-States and
Frank Rubel of Pioneer Theatres were in
from Des Moines on a buying trip.

Censor in Omaha

Oscar Neu, the New York theatre equipment man, dropped in at Western Theatre
Supply to visit F. A. Van Husan.

at Mayor's Behest

Omaha — The

promise

of Mayor

Dan

But-

ler to revive the old five-man board of
censorship — nominally called the city welfare board — this week seemed well on its
way to fulfillment with the barring of
“Ecstasy” here.
Pending appointment of the board to
pass on stage plays and motion pictures,
the mayor detailed City Welfare Inspector
Tom Knapp to attend a screening of the
picture as per the invitation of Ralph
Goldberg of the Goldberg Theatre Corp.,
who had booked the film on his recent
eastern trip.
Mayor

Will

Not

Permit

“Ecstasy”

Knapp, in a detailed report and review,
suggested that the picture might be acceptable to Omaha if “laundered” — cut in
spots in other words. The mayor declared,
however, that not even a laundered version would be permitted to show.
Significant to the film industry was one
phrase in Knapp’s report, however. He
declared that some of the scenes in “Ecstasy” were no more objectionable than
those in “25 per cent of the films allowed
to play in Omaha.”
Remarked
Goldberg
barred
:

New

Fox

O

after “Ecstasy” was

“Maybe I’d better cancel the booking of
‘Cherokee Strip’.”
He was referring to the mayor’s campaign against strip dancers.
“Idiot’s

Delight”

Presented

Mayor Butler, who previously hampered
the showing of “Tobacco Road,” Broadway
stage success in Omaha, on Tuesday gave
way in his bitter stand against the presentation of Robert Sherwood Pulitzer
prize-winning play, “Idiot’s Delight,” following criticisms by a Methodist bishop,
an Episcopal dean, and the pleas of a
drama league president. Over three thousand Omahans saw an uncensored version
of the play indicting war, starring Alfred
Lunt and Lynn Fontaine,

Julia Anderson, secretary at Grand National, returned from a visit to Des Moines
and said: “That’s the town to have fun
in.” Miss Anderson is slightly prejudiced,
however, since Des Moines is the old home
town.
Warner’s sales force is back from New
York, Universal’s has left for the coast,
and the Columbia boys are planning for
their convention.
The Carl Whites of Quality Theatre Supply are sporting a new car.
Visitors sighted along Filmrow: A. Burrus, Crete, Neb.; Henry Saggau, Denison,
la.; John McQuistan, Bloomfield, Neb.;
Mr. and Mrs. Stipp, Ida Grove, la.; Sam
Mapes, Odebolt, la.; Bob and Wes Booth,
Nebraska City, Neb.; Herman Fields, Clarinda, la., and Fred Dethlefs, Manning, la.

J^OST
HORIZON”
opens
at with
the Orpheum
Wednesday
for two
days,
all seats
reserved at 56 and 85 cents for matinees
and the same prices plus a few seats $1.12
for evenings. In advertising the picture a
box is used as follows: “This picture positively will not be shown in any other local
theatre for many, many months!”
Succeeding J. M. Beatty as chief booker,
Joe Ancher has gone to Warner Bros, from
Universal. Beatty will go on the road. Jack
Frost, formerly with Fox, succeeds Ancher
at Universal.
The largest audience ever to witness a
legitimate theatre production here cheered
to 11 curtain calls Alfred Lunt and Lynn
Fontaine in “Idiot’s Delight” at the Shrine
auditorium Monday night.
Tri-States double feature test with the
Des Moines and Roosevelt theatres already
is showing a preference for single features.
BOXOFFICE
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Union Move Reaches
Omaha Exchanges
Omaha — First move

toward

union-

ization of Omaha exchanges was
made this week when two representatives of the operators’ union called
on branch managers and expressed
their intentions.
Active recruiting of members is
not expected to start before next
week, however.
Much favorable comment was
heard on the straightforward tactics
employed in notifying branch managers of the union intentions. Also a
survey indicated that the union will
be welcomed with open arms by
those affected since it is affiliated
with the American Federation of
Labor. Several prospective members
stated, however, that they would refuse to join any union connected
with the Committee for Industrial
Organization.

Nebraska Governor
Signs Mnsic Tax Bill
Lincoln — Signaturing

Nebraska’s

music

tax bill this week, it became immediately
illegal, subject to a $5,000 fine for each
violation, for the American Society of Composers, Authors and Publishers to operate
within the state. The bill carried an emergency clause.
Over the protests of many who insisted
the bill is unconstitutional. Governor
Cochran, signing the measure, said he was
neither a lawyer, nor the courts, and would
not attempt to usurp their power by a
veto. Bill was subject to a bitter fight all
the way through the legislature, being
pushed by its sponsor, Senator Prank
Brady, an Atkinson, Neb., rancher.
A split decision from the legislature’s
constitutional committee during the hearings, in which the trio voted two to one
against it, gave the opponents the unconstitutional leg to stand on.
Attorney General Hunter was at loss as
to immediate steps of bringing about enforcement, but said he would act at once.
The bill does not mention Ascap by
name, but carefully defines “all combinations.”

COOLING SYSTEMS TO
5 GOLDBERG HOUSES
Omaha — Ralph

Goldberg

of the Goldberg

Theatre Corp. is following up installation
of new projection in most of his theatres
with either installation or renovation of
the cooling and air-conditioning systems
in five of them.
The cooling plant of the Town is being
modernized, while new systems, purchased
through Ballard and Lewis of Omaha, are
going into the Military, Winn, Arbor and
Avenue.
BOXOFFICE
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Independents Invited to
Omaha MPTO Conclave
Omaha — All independent

SEVERAL CHANGES IN
OMAHA PERSONNEL
Omaha — Booker

A1 Hill of RKO

has been

promoted to salesman out of the Omaha
exchange, traveling the South Platte territory. He replaces W. W. Troxell, resigned.
Norman Nielsen, who has been assistant

exhibitors

have

been invited by Charles E. Williams of
Omaha, president of MPTO in Nebraska
and western Iowa, to attend a meeting at
the Hotel Loyal here at 11 a. m. Tuesday,
May 25.
The session will have two purposes, Williams said. First is to rejoice over failure
of anti-theatre legislation to get through
the legislature, and secondly to consider
various business problems.

Greenblatt, at one time with Universal as salesman here, has joined Republic-Midwest as salesman.

warns that “exhibitors should consider methods of self defense” against
the various distributing companies which
are holding their annual sales meetings
and “are giving their sales forces new
scalping knives and instructing them in

Roy Palmquist, Paramount salesman,
has moved over to Universal, filling a vacancy there, while Jack McCarty, formerly a Universal salesman, is now on the
road for Scott-Ballantyne Co.

modernistic methods of use.”
Designated playdates, percentage pictures, short subjects with their numerical
requirements and score charges will be
considered.

IL I M C O IIL M

Other important subjects relative to exhibitors’ welfare scheduled for airing include five cent admissions and other unfair competitive methods and the theatre
divorcement bills.

to Hill, moves up to the booker’s job. His
new assistant has not yet been named.
Bob

^HE Falls City, Nebr., Lions Club paid
C. C. Johnson, local theatre man, the
honor of naming him the most valuable
member of the organization for the current year. The group will present him a
suitable award at the close of the year.
A letter each day from our favorite
critic, Barney Oldfield, tells how local
makes good in Hollywood. Barney is
ting around and is seeing everything
everybody .

film
boy
getand

He

New
Four

Star Series

The picture “Good Earth” got a swell
plug the other night over the radio when
Lincoln’s newly elected mayor praised it.
The Grand Theatre at Grand
have a gala opening this week.

Island will

The legislature is nearing an end and
the $1,000 license fee for distributors still
hasn’t been reported out and will likely
die on the files.

“MAGIC WEATHER”
COMBINATION

FAN

Blank Drops Paramount
Omaha — Reports

here

—

AIR- WASHER

CENTRIFUGAL
"V" DRIVE AND
No. 4444— Capacity

G.OOO C.F.M

$540.00

No. 5555— Capacity

10,000 C.F.M

$625.00

No. 6666— Capacity
No. 7777— Capacity

15,000 C.F.M
20.000 C.F.M.

$715.00

Greatest

Value

Cooling

PLATTSMOUTH

Plattsmouth,

PUMP
MOTOR

are that the A. H.

Blank interests have definitely decided to
abandon the Paramount Theatre, a 3,000seat house, as a bad investment. This organization could build the projected new
first-run neighborhood house with the
money it is costing to run the Paramount,
even while it is closed.
NEW

UNITS

Ever

Offered

in

$950.00

Equipment.

MANAGER

Neb. — Harry

Weinberg,

general manager of Central States Theatre Corp., has appointed Jerry Greenbaum
of Los Angeles manager of the Cass, recently purchased here by Central States.

MANUFACTURERS
219 NORTH

AND WHOLESALERS

STREET

OMAHA. NEBft.

67

Gala Reception for
Eleanore Whitney
Kansas City — Squired by R. C. LiBeau
and Arthur Cole of Paramount, Eleanore
Whitney and her mother came to town
Monday

and partook of Kansas City hospitality in general and of Variety Club in
particular. The reception at Variety Clubrooms in the afternoon attracted over 100
exhibitors and their wives, Variety Club
members

and their wives, Kansas
women and others.

City club-

George Baker of the Electric, Kansas
City, Kas., brought over his Popeye Club
band of 53 youngsters, six to 12 years old,
in their bright sailor uniforms. The band
is the outgrowth of the Popeye Club which,
organized two years ago at the Electric,
now has 2,700 members. The band blared
forth some very stirring music for the
Whitneys, and Miss Whitney had her picture taken several times with the diminutive musicians.
Many
A
and

Exhibitors

Present

number of exhibitors, both in town
out of town, met Miss Whitney, and

who wouldn’t want to? and Mrs. Whitney,
who looked altogether too young to have a
grownup daughter.
Miss Virginia McMillan of the Paramount
offices acted as one of the hostesses. Mrs.
Eleanore Walton, city censor, was on hand
to help out. Among the out-of-town exhibitors who attended the reception were
A. E. Jarboe, Homer Strowig, Louis Griefe,
Windsor, Mo.; Wilma and Henry Stapel,
Rockport, Mo.
Miss Whitney and her mother left Monday evening for the Coast where she is to
start immediately on her next picture for
Paramount. She made a brief personal
appearance on the Mainstreet Theatre
stage at 7:30 p. m.

ED ROBINSON TALKS
ART IN KANSAS CITY
Kansas City — Edward G. Robinson, the
film star, was met by a crowd at the union
station Wednesday night on his way to
Hollywood. Paul Gardner, director of the
Nelson Art Gallery, conversed with the star
about his collection of famous paintings
which the gallery is interested in securing
for exhibition.
Mike

Roth, territorial exploiteer for Columbia, boarded the train at Henrietta,
Mo., to be with Robinson and talked about
his recent British-made picture, “Thunder
in the City,” released through Columbia.
Robinson’s role in the film is that of a
high-pressure salesman.

Bowen Adds New Line
Kansas City — Frank Bowen, who has
represented Heywood-Wakefield for 18
years, has been appointed jobbing distributor for Lloyd’s Manufacturing Co., Menominee, Mich., manufacturers of fine
chrome lobby, foyer and office furniture.
Bowen will represent the company in the
new capacity in western Missouri and
Kansas.

New W. E. Installations
Kansas City — E. C. Leeves, Western
Electric sales manager, announces new
Mirrophonic installations to be completed
next week will be the Fisk Theatre at
Butler, Mo., and the Mystic Theatre at
Carthage, Mo. Installations completed last
week are the Iowan, Red Oak: Empire,
Storm Lake: and the Palace, Waverly, all
Iowa; and the Grand, Grand Island, Neb.

A Gain and a Loss
for Omaha Theatres
Omaha — Local exhibitors have been
traded one headache for another, and they
still don’t know which is worse.
Headache lost is the rivalry the heavier
radio programs exerted before going on
daylight time. Now Omahans, who still
live by standard time, get to hear the big
programs earlier and still have time for
the theatres.
A

noticeable business pickup for evening shows is reported as a result.
But headache taken on — involuntarily of
course — are the newly installed parking
meters, and take it from the exhibitors
who have matinees they really hurt.
Parking

Scott, district manager of 20th CenturyFox, will work for the Glen W. Dickinson
circuit this summer
theatie.

in one of theatre

pany’s towns. He will manage

com-

a Dickinson

Hike

More parking space is available downtown. but where the patrons formerly could
park as long as they pleased without being
bothered by police even in the one-hour
zones, they now have to drop in a nickel
an hour. No way has been figured yet how
to
the nickels
hourdrop
show.
To

make

hiked
because

and

matters

still see a three-

worse,

parking

lots

their prices when meters were installed so now patrons are staying home
of that, also.
HAMBLIN

Kansas

JOINS

DICKINSON

City — N. R. “Red”

Hamblin,

who

has been manager of Joe Ghosen’s Royal
at Versailles, Mo., is going with the Glen
W. Dickinson circuit as manager. He has
not yet been

JACK SCOTT WITH DICKINSON
Kansas City — Jack Scott, son of Ward

Lots

assigned.

WHITTAM QUITS DICKINSON
Kansas City — Frank Whittam, manager
of the Dickinson at Osage City, Kas., has
resigned effective June 1 to go with
state department at Topeka.
RCA

FOR

Kansas

GRAND

ISLAND

the

CAPITOL

City — Don Davis, RCA sales representative, reports the installation of his

company’s equipment in the Capitol
atre at Grand Island, Neb.
LAMBERT

OPENING

MAY

The-

23

Princeton, Mo. — The rebuilt Lambert
will be opened by Fred Lambert here May
23. The theatre burned down last winter.

Eleanore

Whitney,

petite Paramount

screen player, is shown in the center of the photo standing with the
Popeye

Club band leader as she appeared last Monday as a guest of the

Kansas City Variety Club. Her mother iioearing a grey coat and fur collar) is at her left. The left inset
shows Miss Whitney loith Emanuel
Rolsky. president of the Independent
Theatre Owners of Kansas City. A
croivd of admirers is seen with the
actress in the inset at the right. The
photo, taken in front of the club, includes Vaughan Mann, Miss Mae
Clausen, George Petersen, R. R.
Biechele and Norris Cresswell. < Large
photo by Cresswell,
OFFICE) .
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JOHN McManus, Midland maestro, head^ ed for Los Angeles by airplane to
meet the family. He will spend his

new Chevrolet car and a lot of ambition,
set out on his travels for the first time as
a salesman for the film company.

two weeks’ vacation on the Coast, where
Mrs. McManus and the three daughters
have been this winter for the health of
one of the girls. Handling the job while

Among exhibitors on Filmrow this week
were Roy Culley, Pastime, Medicine Lodge,
Kas.; Homer Strowig, Plaza, Abilene, Kas.;
A. J . Simmons, Lamar, Mo.; Frank Cassil,
St. Joseph; G. J. Spencer, Ritz, Trenton,
Mo.; Sam Sosna, Sosna, Manhattan, Kas.;

McManus is away
sistant manager.

Joe Ghosen, Sedalia, Mo., and F. L. “Doc”
Lowe, Sterling and other Kansas towns.

is John

Hardgrove,

as-

Vacations (with pay, we hope) appear to
be very prominent on the menu already.
John McAffee Robertson, UA office manager, left last week with Mrs. Robertson for
New York for his annual time-out period
. . . Miss Josephine Gross, secretary to
Elmer C. Rhoden of Fox Midwest, left last
weekend for a two weeks’ vacation in
America’s largest city — or is it? and was
she excited at the prospect of the trip!
Variety

Club

got its name

Sunday

in the paper

when the Kansas City
lished a three-column cut of the
rooms, described the purpose of
ization, and explained some of
itable activities of the group.

Star pubnew clubthe organthe char-

Echoes from the Warner convention last
week in New York: William Warner, local
branch head, managed to get in an eveing session at his favorite pastime with
Grad Sears, general sales manager, and
Carl Leserman, assistant to Sears, and
Herb Ochs, western sales chief. The pastime? Why, pinochle! . . . Bill, in his usual
booming voice, said he liked the luxurious
appointments of the Waldorf-Astoria, convention hotel, fine. But he had one grievance. He couldn’t promote any acidolphilous
milk . . . Bill Flynn, salesman, returned
with the week’s salary bonus for doing
good work in the Sears sales drive and a
bagful of souvenirs from the convention.
Flynn said the big city didn’t faze him, as
he had been there “at least 16 times” . . .
Neither were R. H. McConnell and W. B.
Adams, salesmen, much impressed. Mac
said they had as fine hotels as the famous
Waldorf in Kansas . . . The Kansas City
boys met an exhibitor friend in the big
city — A. J. Simmons, who runs the three
theatres in Lamar, Mo.
Jack Merkes is now manager of the
Metro Premiums branch, replacing I.
Weinstein. Merkes is a newcomer in the
film business, having been associated in
electrical refrigeration sales previously.

Charles Purduski has replaced Paul
Bayzman as ad accessories manager at the
Columbia exchange. Purduski was formerly at the Midway Theatre in Kansas City,
Kas., in various capacities.
Arthur Dickinson of the Hays office. New
York, was here Monday checking up on fire
conditions and practices in the local exchanges. Prom here Dickinson went on
Monday night to Denver to continue his inspection tour.

Johnnie Cosentino, auditor and sales
representative of Spectrum Pictures Corp.,
New York, was here Monday on business.
William “Bill” Kubitzki stepped out of
his role of booker at the Grand National
exchange Monday, and equipped with a
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Add

exhibitors

on Filmrow:

Roy

• DON

“High Fidelity”
Says:

Jones,

Uptown, Marceline, Mo.; Mrs. R. W. Miller, Casino, Boonville, Mo.; Larry Larsen,
Webb City, Mo.; W. P. Moran and Phil
Isely of Southwest Theatres, Oklahoma
City; E. Van Hyning, Independence, lola
and Parsons, Kas.; Sam and Kate Blair,
Belleville, Kas.; Mrs. L. D. Metcalf of the
Gaiety, Ash Grove, Mo.; Stan Schwan,
Granada, Lawrence, Kas.; Rex Barrett,
mayor of Columbia, Mo., and manager of

THE LARGEST
and
FINEST THEATRE

the Uptown there; J. W. Davis, Higginsville. Mo.; S. F. Wilson, Camdenton, Mo.;
George Nescher, Valley Falls, Kas.

A. L. Pindat, Republic branch supervisor, has finally left Kansas City and the
hearts at Republic-Midwest have ceased
fluttering.

THE ENTIRE WEST—

LOEW’S MIDLAND
Now

Edward Auger, RCA Photophone executive, was here Wednesday, May 19, calling
on Don Davis, Harry
ers at the local RCA

Somerville
office.

and

Equipped

oth-

to Show All Its

Vaughn Mann, manager of the Mutual
Brookside, Wednesday ivas still trying to
keep out of the way of crowds come to
see “Times Square Lady” and “Jungle
Princess,” a program that had run 20 days
and had played to close to 20,000 people.
Some run!

Outstanding Hits
on the New

RCA
High Fidelity
Sound

Add vacationeers : Joseph T. Manfre,
Paramount exchange manager, to Omaha
. . . Warner Bros, will start employe vacations soon. It is reliably reported that the
exchange will go on a 5-day week June 1.

Frances Black of the Universal office is
seriously ill at home. Marguerite Walsh
Graham is helping out temporarily .

System

Minnie Schmiedgen of United Artists,
Marguerite Graham and Mabel Fiske of
Grand National played 10 holes of golf at
Swope No. 2 last Saturday p. m. Testimoney is to the effect Fiske shot a birdie
on No.
Even
points
more

IN

8, a 278-yard hole on which par is 4.
she claims it was accidental and
to the fact that she came out with
score than either of her two com-

AVIS

panions.

Any day now R. W. McEwan of Affiliated Distributors and E. L. Harris of Alexander Film Co. are expected to vie for
big stakes in a golf match. Mac is determined to play for nothing less than ten
dollars a hole. So far Harris has ivalked
out on the proposition.

Telephone HArrison 6953
906 Davidson Bldg — 17th & Main
KANSAS CITY, MO.

Ray Halpern, GB manager, and Martin
Stone of Screenland, ardent amateur photographers, were seen Wednesday by the
Boxoffice staff at Club Continental’s
candid camera night snapping pictures of
everything in sight. They were quite acrobatic for art’s sake, leaping
all over the place.

and

crawling

The

Magic

Voice

of the Screen

n
o
D
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IOWA

NOTES

S. T^T?AT\/rTr
=H.
J^AYMOND and Louis Bartlett conceived
the idea a year ago that there should
be a theatre in Titonka as there had just
been a fire and new building was to be
erected which would make a fine theatre.
They opened a 270-seat house there which
IS modern and complete in every detail,
even to having a special cry room with a
loud speaker for mothers. In the daytime
the exhibitors operate a theatre.

C. A. Recker, manager of the Iowa at
Buffalo Center, says his hobby is aviation
and from his tales he has done considerable flying but this year he says he is going to take an auto trip in July to New
York and Washington to see some of the
country from the ground. He has a very
attractive sign on the front of his theatre.
It is only one thickness of metal with the
words IOWA cut out and neon tubes installed and can be read from either side.

Leo J. Walcott, manager of the Grand
at Eldora, has been modernizing and redecorating his house. He has installed new
sound and air conditioning. He moved the
boxoffice out to the sidewalk which enabled him to increase his number of seats
to 600. A total of nearly $15,000 was
spent.

BUYING ISSUE WILL
AID ALLIED TURNOUT

H. A. Schrodt, manager of the Grand at
Estherville, recently held an Emmets
county old fiddlers contest on two consecutive Saturday nights as a preliminary
exploitation for the Oklahoma Outlaws
stage show and the picture, “Rootin’
Tootin’ Rhythm.” The local newspapers
published pictures of the winners which
aided materially in attracting crowds.
Frances Carmean, manager of the Dreamland at Bancroft is quite a fisherwoman,
largely because she lives in the lake region
in Iowa. She would like to visit Minnesota on her vacation, but her husband
wants to go to Chicago to see some baseball games. However, that question will
be decided later. Right now she is considering just what kind of a cooling system to install for summer comfort.

N. C. Rice, manager of the Call at Algona, says that the architects already are
busy making plans for a newer and larger
theatre to replace the theatre which burned recently. He was fortunate that he has
another theatre almost next door to the
Call which he is able to use.
M. A. Brown, who owns the Forest at
Forest City, says that he doesn’t have to
take long trips to get a vacation. About
June 1 he goes to Milac Lake in Minnesota for some Pike fishing, then later he
goes to Alexandria, Minn, for bass, but
what he likes best of all is the pheasant
and duck hunting which he gets in the
fall. He is able to slip away in the morning during fishing season and go out to
some of the nearby lakes and have a day’s
sport and get back in time to run the
show that night.

Friends of Charles Peterson, manager of
the Windsor, Hampton, will be glad to
know that he is getting along fine following an operation at the McCleary Hospital, Excelsior Springs. He will be confined in the hospital for several weeks.
Fortunately he has an organization composed of his family who can look after the
theatre— his wife as cashier and his son
as manager.
Ed S. Morris, manager of the Princess
at Eagle Grove, has just finished installing a new canopy which is very attractive
and quite an addition to the front of his
theatre. He says he certainly would like
to take a vacation as he has not been away
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MINNEAPOLIS

for 11 years and thinks every person needs
a change of scenery.

Minneapolis — Determined

to bring

(Continued from page 64)
around

drive. Moreover, Leo Blank’s district also
topped all competitors.

W. C. Gehring, 20th-Fox district manager, was in town for a day . . . Gertrude
Guimont of the Warner office staff is
back from her Hollywood vacation. She
says she had a “swell” time . . . Don
Woods, Grand National branch manager,
is in Los Angeles, attending his company’s
sales convention.
In honor of Mary Atkinson’s marriage
engagement, her fellow employes in the
Columbia office entertained her at a dinner at the Curtis Hotel.

Carlton Duffis, former Minnesota theatre exploiteer here and later with the local
M-G-M exchange, has been transferred
from Philadelphia to Washington where
he’ll handle exploitation.
George Tharp, who has been assistant
to Ed Seibel, Minnesota Theatre exploiteer, has been promoted to Century Theatre exploiteer by Publix. He succeeds Don
Alexander who also has been advanced.
Alexaiider will have charge of all St. Paul
Publix theatre exploitation, taking the
place of Martin Kelly, who has resigned
after many years with F. & R. and Publix
to take an exploitation position outside
of the industry.

Ted Aver, Paramount salesman, is vacationing at his home in Philadelphia.

plans.
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A. A. Electric Machinery
1117 Cherry
Great

St.

Western

817 Holmes

Victor 8796

Stage Equipment

Theatre

Equipment

1804 Wyandotte
C. H. Badger, Mgr.

18th St. —

John Staple, Pres.

Co.

SCREEN

GRand

309 West

Theatre

Douglas

Equipment

Ave.

Co., Inc.

Wichita, Kas.

C. D. Peck, Mgr.

Phone

Sec'y

Harrison

4825

R. R. Biechele, Sec.-Treas.

PUBLICITY

0134
Alexander

Southwest

Ed Hartman,

K. M. T. A.
128 W.

Mgr.

St.

Phone:

ASSOCIATIONS

E. Rolsky, Pres.

Co.

St.
T. L. Greening,
Phone: Victor 9078

Stebbins

vwvMnAM

Independent Theatre Owners Association
3501 Gladstone — BEnton 5456

Co.

Mgr.

Phone:

EXHIBITOR

EXHIBITOR

SUPPLIES

Ernest Amoneno,

Bros, with every employe

the

new-season buying issue to a head, a large
delegation of Northwest Allied members
will attend the annual Allied States’ convention in Milwaukee. Members of the local organization will seek the advice of
national leaders regarding a strike against
exchanges insisting on percentage deals.
They will ask for discussion of a proposal
to picket offending exchanges and theatres using the latter’s product.
Among the Northwest Allied members
who have signified their intention to be
present at the Milwaukee sessions are
President E. L. Peaslee; S. D. Kane, executive secretary; Abe Kaplan, St. Paul; E.
W. Lineer, Stillwater, and Sid and William Volk, Max Torodor, Sol Lebedoff and
Abe Fisher, Minneapolis.
Immediately after the Milwaukee meeting, Northwest Allied will set a June date
for a convention here. At the convention
meeting a definite buying campaign will
be decided upon, according to present

TRADE

Warner

receiving three weeks’ extra salary as a
result of the exchange finishing in first
place in the Grad Sears national sales

2-2153

Motion
E
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Picture Advertising
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Sound Equipment and Service
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W. P.

Norris

HA
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SOUTHEAST UNION HEAUWAY SEEN
Exchange Workers
Advance Organizing
Dallas — A union

of film exchange

work-

ers comprising the inspectresses, shippers,
and poster clerks is understood to be
formed after subsequent meetings following the initial meeting held two weeks
ago in the MPMO hall in the Palace Theatre Bldg, on Elm St.
Inspectresses apparently are well in favor
of the union. Shippers and poster clerks
remain undecided.
Union officials, however, have been out
of the city this week making preparations and attending the AFL meeting in
Tyler.
Discharged

Employe

Reinstated

A first skirmish relative to the new film
employes union was that a shipper in one
company was discharged after five years
service with that company. This shipper
who allegedly attended the first union
meeting was reinstated following a visit
of union officials to that company.
The union status, however, remains uncertain, and as reported last week, depends on future meetings to decide whether
permanent organization is in store.

Dallas,

Tex.— Film

Memphis — The

addition

of two new

the-

atres to the Ruffin Amusement Co. circuit, was announced by W. P. Ruffin, president, on a business trip here this week.
He has bought out the Rex at Humboldt,
Tenn., and the Milan at Milan, Tenn.,
formerly operated by P. J. Shepherd.
Theatres in six towns are now being
operated under the Ruffin banner at Covington, Martin, Newbern, Greenfield, Humboldt, and Milan.

exchange

man-

Atlanta — The

agers and others were subpoened
Monday morning by a U. S. deputy
marshal to appear for hearing of
the Ruben Frels anti-trust suit at
eral court.
Frels, Victoria, Tex., exhibitor, is
suing Jefferson Amusement Co. and
major distributors on charges of
conspiracy and violation of the federal anti-trust statutes.

Arkansas Exhibitors
Convention Mag 23
Little

Rock

— The

annual

convention

and

Dallas — Employes

Bromberg

re-

to Coast
president

New BOXOFFICE

of

Republic Pictures of the southeast, will
leave shortly for Los Angeles to attend the
meeting of Republic franchise holders
there June 1-2-3.

SOUTHERN EDITION Is One of the Seven Sectional Editions in Which BOXOFFICE Is Published Weekly. The
Other Six Editions Are: NEW ENGLAND, MIDEAST, CENTRAL, MIDWEST, WESTERN, EASTERN.

V.

W.

NELL
Ga.
South

CRISP,

J. W.

Atlanta- — Boxoffice

Editor,

Southeastern

LEIGH,

Texas

cir-

Home

southeastern

head-

quarters are now established in their new
office at 148^4 Walton St. N. W. upstairs
at Visugraphic Film Corp. WAlnut 7171.

Southwestern

BENEDIC,

of the Interstate

cuit, most powerful in the south and referred to as biggest in the United States,
will be in Galveston May 24 to 27 as guests
of their company at a convention in the
Galvez Hotel. Expected to attend are 195
persons including some of the biggest film
distribution luminaries, such as Ned E.
Depinet, president of RKO; T. J. Connors
and C. E. Kessnich of M-G-M; Frank
Freeman, Neil Agnew, Robert Gilham and
J. B. Dugger of Paramount; A. Montague
of Columbia: Gradwell Sears and Fred
Jack of Warner Bros., as well as all Dallas
branch managers and many salesmen out
of Dallas.

arrangement, the new office of Monogram
Pictures, Inc., is ready for opening, announced for Monday, May 24, according
to Ed Blumenthal, president of the company.

Atlanta — A. C. Bromberg,

im-

INTERSTATE STAFF
TO GALVESTON MEET

Opening
redecoration

heretofore

No definite plans have been made in
pected.
Memphis. National representatives called
on film exchange managers this week in
their initial move to organize shippers
and inspectors. More than 50 employes will
be eligible for membership.

of the Arkansas ITO will be held May
23-24 at the Hotel Marion here, it has
been announced by J. F. Norman, secretary of the association.
There will be a number of out-of-state
speakers on hand and a large attendance
is expected. An election of officers will be
held.

Dallas — Following

southeast,

pregnable to unionization of film exchange employes, is now stepping into line
with other sections of the country to organize under lATSE. Most active reported thus far is Charlotte, where 85 per cent
of the film exchange workers have been
organized, according to William Fowler,
business manager of the local operators
union. George Googe, personal representative of William Green, was in Charlotte
this week for further conferences.
Atlanta shippers and poster clerks met
this week to discuss plans. Other meetings
are scheduled later. Similar moves by
other branches of the industry are ex-

10:00 a. TO. Monday, May 24, in fed-

Monogram
RUFFIN CHAIN ADDS
TO TENNESSEE LIST

No Definite Plans Set in
Atlanta and Memphis;
Charlotte Nearer

Texas Frels Suit Is Set
for Hearing May 24

Editor,

1509
531

Bodenger
N.

210

Editor,

St.. San

S. Harwood

148^

Blvd.,

Walton

New

Antonio,

Orleans.
Tex,

St., Dallas,

St,, N. W.,
LES

Tex.

Atlanta,

KETNER,

PORTABLE CIRCUIT PROBLEM HOHER
Memphis Distributors Call
for Regulation of

Heavier Penalties on
Slot Machines

One-Nighters
Memphis — Distributor

recognition

Tallahassee

was

given an increasingly difficult southeastern problem this week when W. M. Snelson. Republic branch manager here, challenged other film exchanges to work together in establishing a minimum for
films sold to operators of one-night stands
in a series of towns.
Are

Getting

Product

The distributor scoffed at statements
that the portable circuit operators could
not obtain major pictures.
"The managers say they are not selling
their product to the portable operators for
fear of hurting

a

customer

by theatre," said

in a

Snelson.

regular

"But,"

he

—

More

money

into

the boxoffices of Florida theatres
during the eoming season is anticipated as a result of the drastic legislation being enacted against slot
machines and “other amusement devices” by the state legislature now in
sessioji here. Only three senators
voted against the passage of a recent
bill which added heavier penalties
to previously voted measures, making possession of slot machines a
felony. Most recently passed amendment to the original anti-slot machine bill provides for a minimum
fine of $250 for any person possessing
a slot machine after October 1.

nearcon-'

tinned, "when I refuse to sell the operators
they name pictures they have bought from
exchanges
such

who

claim

they

are

not

serving

New

exhibitors."

Snelson said that he wanted to play fair
in the matter by selling on the same basis
as other exchanges. “This is a comparatively new idea in buying and selling
films, he pointed out, "and it is being
brought more forcibly to our attention in
this territory every day.” He said that
(Continued on page 76)

Ennis,

Ennis Theatre

Tex. — Mrs.

John

Sayeg

and John

Stiles have announced a new $50,000 theatre for Ennis which is one of the very
few prominent smaller towns not yet
aligned with one of the larger circuits. At
the present time this independent ownership operates the Plaza and the Grand.

CONSOLIDATED CHAIN
UPS FIVE IN EL PASO
El

Paso,

Tex. — Carlton

Glenn,

former

manager of the Texas Grand Theatre, has
been appointed by John Paxton, city manager of Texas Consolidated Theatres, Inc.,
as manager of the Plaza. Glenn succeeds
the late Carlos Frias who was drowned in
the Elephant Butte reservoir recently.
Charles Russell, former assistant manager of the Plaza, was made manager of the
Ellanay by Paxton. He succeeded Ray Holloway who was also reported drowned at
Elephant Butte.
Will R. Winch now has charge of the
Texas Grand besides being associated with
Paxton in the city manager’s office.
Jim Armstrong, former assistant manager of the Ellanay, is now manager of the
Palace. Bill Bohling, former head usher at
Ellanay.
the Palace, is assistant manager at the
These promotions
Paxton said.

AL

SHEAN

came

JOINS

from the ranks,

"ZENDA"

Hollywood — A1 Shean

has

CAST

been

signed

for a role in the David O. Selznick production, “The Prisoner of Zenda.”

Can You Deliver AIR
To Packed Houses?
This New

All-Steel Blower

is do-

ing that under the most demanding conditions.

Double

tracks, self-aligning ballbearings.

Delivers larger volume of air at
slow speed with silence.

BERBER
210 SOUTH

72

HARWOOD

BROTHERS

(THE PHOTO-TALKER

CO.)
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OKIILA. CIinrY
SUIT to prevent distribution of motion
picture advertising posters and displays
by the Leader Press, Inc., in Oklahoma
was brought in federal court here Tuesday by Paramount Pictures Distributing
Co., Inc. . . . Universal Branch Manager
and Salesmen A. G. Leary, W. S. Quade,
M. M. Holstein and S. E. Leon are in Los
Angeles attending the company’s national
convention . . . Carr Scott, general skipper
of the new Monogram exchange, and wife
are back from the Monogram convention
held in Chicago . . . Bill Howell of the
Howell Theatre Supply is covering the territory on a three weeks’ trip.
The Filmrow soft-hall team is stacking
up the wins, winning three out of three
games played to date . . . Bob Roberts, recently of Clinton, Okla., was a visitor on
the Row this week . . . Ruth Ogilvie, secretary Oklahoma Theatre Supply, and Mrs.
Pauline Johnson, secretary to Pat McGee,
general manager Standard Theatres, left
Sunday for Hollywood and other California
points where they will spend the next four
weeks vacationing . . . Mr. and Mrs. J.
Eldon Peek of the Oklahoma Theatre Supply have returned from a business trip to
New York City where Mr. Peek went to
dispose of his newly patented sound reproducing instruments.

N

E

.

I

Claude York of Square Deal Film Exchange visited in Dallas last week . . . The
National Theatre Supply has completed remodeling and refurnishing its rear offices
. . . New theatres opened in Oklahoma this
week: Arnette, Arnette; W. T. Sands theatre, Clayton, and NU-Sho, Waynoka. Entire equipments were furnished by the National Theatre Supply Co. . . . Bertha
Dowdy, secretary to Charles Clark, 20thFox branch manager, fell down Sunday
and broke one of her arms, but continued
with her work, using but one arm . . . W.
H. Sumrow of K. Lee Williams roadshow
department is here from Tulsa . . . Miss
lone Chattham has been added to K. Lee
Williams’ office force.

Inc., of Charlotte will take over operation
of the Temple and Lyric theatres in Gastonia at an early date, H. F. Kincey, head
of the company, has announced.

suntan from a weekend outing at “Willingwood,” the Lake Catherine lodge of J.
Frank Willingham, branch manager, near
Hot Springs.

Charlotte

—

North

Carolina

The

new phase of the company’s business will be in charge of Gastonia Enterprises, Inc., a new concern. The charter
issued authorizes the company to operate
a motion picture business with three of
100 authorized shares subscribed by Kincey, Roy Smart, and Henry L. Alexander.

Homer Williams, of the Grenada at Grenada, Miss., brought Mrs. Williams to
Campbell’s Clinic Monday to have the cast
removed from her back. She was injured
more than a year ago in a fall from her
(Continued on page 77)
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Charles W. Clark, 20th-Fox branch
manager, is in New Orleans on business
. . . W. E. Scott, division manager for
20th-Fox at Kansas City, is in the city
visiting the local offices . . . O. D. Wyatt,
printer for Paramount, has started on his
two weeks’ vacation . . . Griffith circuit,
Oklahoma City, has installed direct PBX
connections with all of the Oklahoma
City film exchanges and by simply pressing a button, a direct circuit is established. . . Howard Grady, manager for
Griffith circuit at Lubbuck, Tex., reported
as being very ill.

Theatres,

^HEJoiner,
GEM Ark.,
jr.. Miss
Emma
burned
this Cox’s
week house
from ata
fire that originated in the projection room.
It was a total loss . . . The office staff at
Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer is boasting an early

R

E

D

C. O. Fulgham, division manager for
Griffith circuit, made a business trip to
Kingfisher and Enid, Okla. . . . Horace
Falls, general manager for Griffith circuit, is building a beautiful new residence
in Nichols Hills, to be completed soon . . .
Miss Faith Bacon, de luxe dancer from
Hollywood, is putting in personal appearance at the Warner . . . The State Theatre has reduced admission prices from
40 to 25 cents and is showing double
features.

Kincey's Firm Will
Operate in Gastonia

73

A T IL A MT

A

gILL GRIFFIN, exhibitor from Cullman,
Ala., and vice-president of the SETOA,
proved himself not only a good exhibitor
but “the old super salesman” when he
swung the SETOA convention to Birmingham at the directors meeting Tuesday,
despite bids from Sam Borisky inviting to
Chattanooga: a bid from Pinehurst, N. C.,
and personal invitations from Atlanta.
Bill and Lee Castleberry of Crescent
Amusement promise to show exhibitors
and guests some real southern hospitality
at the SETOA meet scheduled for June
27-28-29.
Frank Merritt, general manager of the
Acme Theatres, Birmingham, on the Row
this week, amiounced that he was air conditioning his three houses in Birmingham.
Jack Miller, Paramount ad-sales manager, is back at his desk after a two weeks’
vacation trip in Florida.
Fred Bund of Washington, D. C., was
on the Row booking for 6 army camps . . .
L. C. Watkins is the new addition to Warner Bros, ad-sales department . . . Ike
Katz of Paragon Film Exchange has returned from a trip through the Tennessee
territory.
Tom Brandon of
and Mrs. M. C. Moore
Nick Marlemar, Tarpon
ida visitors to Atlanta

Titusville and Mr.
of Jacksonville, and
Springs, were Florthis week.

Mrs. Willingham Wood, in town for the
SETOA meeting, announced that she had

REGAN MAKES DEAL
FOR SYLVANIA HOUSE
Atlanta — D.

Miss Lena Katz of the Katz Amusement
Co., has just returned from an extended
trip to New York City.
Alabama visitors on the Row this week
were Col. Thos. E. Orr, Albertville and T.
E. Watson, Montevallo . . . From Tennessee were Lee Castleberry, Nashville, and
Hugh Manning of Etowah.
A?id from Georgia: Nat Williams,
Thomasville; R. E. Martin, A. E. Adams,
Columbus; Mrs. Violet Edwards, Monticello; Oscar Lam, Rome; Howard Schuessler. West Point; J. H. Thompson, Hawkinsville; O. L. Gaston, La Grange; and
E. J. Hunter, new owner of the Colquit,
with his manager, J. L. Taab.

USE VISUGRAPHIC
TRAILERS of
COMING ATTRACTIONS
$1:20 EACH

Plus Postage

No Order Filled For Less Than
Three (3) Trailers

Visugraphfc Film Corp.
P. O. Box
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ATLANTA,

Regan,

former

theatre

man, has completed negotiations with Mrs.
Peter R. Kittles, owner of the Strand Theatre, Sylvania, Ga., and will take over the
management of the Strand July 1.
Regan formerly operated theatres in
North Carolina and Georgia, moving to
Atlanta several years ago when he was
engaged in theatre operation.
Regan has just concluded a deal with
Wil-Kin Theatre Supply Corp. for complete theatre furnishings.

Memphis — Two

Langdale,

Ga. — Aubrey

Gay,

formerly

of

New

L. J. Duncan is president of the company and operates theatres throughout
Alabama and Georgia.

of

Wometco

Everyone

does

Exchange

Radio

Pictures

is to

THIS

CONSIDER
HEN YOU WANT

will

have a new film exchange in Memphis, it
was learned this week after A. A. Schubart of New York, manager of exchange
operations, had spent several days here.
Plans are not ready to be announced yet,
according to Page M. Baker, local manager,
but the new exchange will cost about $50,000, he said. It will be modern throughout, air conditioned, and contain a luxurious clubroom for employes.
The principal delay seems to be the site
for the new building. Several locations
near Filmrow are being considered.

Theatres, MPTOA president, is recuperating in New York City following an appendicitis operation there. Wolfson went east
to have the operation performed by his
brother. Dr. William L. Wolfson, prominent
Brooklyn surgeon. He and his wife plan
to return to Miami about the middle of
June.

W

RKO

Memphis — RKO

M. Wolf son Better
Wolfson

film exchanges

Monogram will be located in the building now occupied by Republic Pictures with
Glenn Calvert, formerly with GaumontBritish, as temporary manager. J. H.
Spann is zone manager with headquarters
in New Orleans.
Republic will move in the old Twentieth
Century-Fox Bldg, on June 1 after an extensive program of renovations, W. M.
Snelson, manager, said. The Monogram
Bldg, will also be re-decorated.

the home office of the Al-Dun Amusement
Co., West Point, Ga., has been made manager of the new Langdale Theatre, opened here May 6.

Miami — Mitchell

new

be opened here by July 1, it was announced
this week. Grand National will open in the
old Vitagraph, Inc., building on South Second St. around July 1. Personnel of the
office has not been announced.

AUBREY GAY MANAGES
LANGDALE, GA., HOUSE

opened her new 400-seaf house, the “Linco”
Theatre in Lincolnton, Ga. Mrs. Annie
Laurie Matthews has been made manager.
Republic Pictures has completely renovated their offices and installed new cooling equipment.

R.

TwoNewExchanges
for Memphis Row

EXACT

INFORMATION

— have

AS

no hesitation

in

C ALLING OR WRITING WIL-KIN FOR SUCH
A DVICE ON THEATRE
N BEDS WE PERHAPS
W

EQUIPMENT.
HAVE

HERE THE BEST SOURCE

Economically

and

EVEN ON SPECIAL

ALREADY

FOUND

OF SUPPLY

quickly

MAY

secured,

BE
if you

IK ILL ALWAYS REMEMBER TO LET WIL-KIN GET
1 T FOR YOU

THE GREATER

Leisure

hours

Lighten

you

and

WILL BE YOUR

progressive

burden,

ideas.

simplify purchasing.

Wit KIN

EKYTHING
I'OK THE
<:atke except
film”

150-4 Walton Street

ATLANTA.

GA.

GA.

BOXOFnCE

:: May

22, 1937

BIRMINGHAM IS CONVENTION SITE
PARKER, McCORMICK
END BUSINESS TRIP
Atlanta — W.

L. Parker,

manager

of the

Amity exchange in Charlotte, and J. U.
McCormick, manager of the local Amity
exchange, have returned from an extended
trip to New Orleans, Mobile, Nashville and
Memphis, booking their sensational exploitation picture, “Gambling With Souls.”
McCormick detoured by way of Washington, D. C., and Quantico, Va., to visit
his daughter and son, Capt. and Mrs.
Brown, at the naval base, where Mrs. Me-.
Cormick had been visiting, bringing her
home with him.

Stengel Takes Franklin
Russellville,

Ala. — Kermit

C. Stengel,

president of the Hartselle Theatre Corp.,
Inc., of Nashville, has purchased the
Franklin Theatre here from W. E. P. Lakeman of Haleyville, and will assume active
operation immediately.

Benavides Opening Soon
San Antonio — ^Van Chamberlain

is open-

ing his new theatre in Benavides, Tex.,
soon. There is an oil boom going on in
this south Texas town and another local
exhibitor is drilling on his own property.

Southeastern Theatre Owners Association Meets

FILM BALL GAME
Atlanta — Pilmrow’s

Soft Ball Team

lost

its Monday game with a score of 3-2 in
favor of the Texaco Team at Cherokee
Field.
Potts of Texaco only allowed three hits
while Hassler let the “gas” boys down with
four hits. Both teams were tied, until the
last inning, when with two out, the bases
full, and a count of 3 and 2 on the batters, Hassler, of Filmrow, walked in the
winning run.
However, Filmrow boys showed marked
improvement over their first game, which
they played last week at Grady Field, with
the Southern Bell Whites, losing 12 to 5,
with Jess Johnson doing the hurling.
The next scheduled night game is Tuesday, May 25, 9:15, at Cherokee Field,
against the Southern Bell “Blues.”
All Filmrowites and sponsors are urged
to attend these games and root for the
team and for their individual man.

Miami World Premiere
Miami — What

is believed

will be Miami’s

last world premiere until next winter season was scheduled Friday night at the
Sheridan. Film is Paramount’s

“I Met Him

lune 27-28-29
Ala.,

Atlanta — Birmingham,

has

been

unanimously chosen by the SETOA for the
1937 convention June 27-28-29, according
to announcement made by M. C. Moore,
president, following a meeting of the directors at the Piedmont Hotel on Wednesday.
Wm. Griffin, vice-president, of Cullman,
Ala., was appointed convention chairman
and Lee Castleberry, of the Crescent
Amusement, Nashville, Tenn., as assistant.
Other committee chairmen will be selected and announced later.
Present at the meeting were M. C.
Moore, president, Jacksonville; Mrs. Willingham Wood, secretary, Washington,
Ga.; O. C. Lam, national representative of
MPTOA, Rome, Ga.; Bill Griffin, vicepresident, Cullman, Ala.; H. J. Thompson,
vice-president, Hawkinsville, Ga.; Hugh
Manning, vice-president, Etowah, Tenn.
Directors, Col. Thos. E. Orr, Albertville,
Ala.; Tom Brandon, Titusville, Fla.; T. E.
Watson, Montevallo, Ala.; Lee Castleberry,
Nashville, Tenn.; Nat Williams, Thomasville, Ga.; R. E. Martin, Columbus, Ga. ;
Mrs. Violet Edwards, Monticello, Ga.;
Louis Bach, Atlanta, Ga.

in Paris.”

ATLANTA!

CHARLOTTE

SIGHT AND
SOUND
DELUXE
SOUND

PROJECTOR

COMPARE IT
WITH ANY OTHER
SOUND SYSTEM
ON THE MARKET

It Has Low Price
• TONE
•SIMPLICITY
• RANGE
• ACCESSIBILITY
• VOLUME
® COMPLETENESS
• EFFICIENCY ©DEPENDABILITY
2000-ft. Magazines
Hi or Low Intensity Arc Lamps -
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PICKENS

ID) A IIL IIL A S
JN Dallas Wednesday, J. A. Nelson said
the firm of Nelson & Simpson are building a second theatre in Floydada, Tex., in
which their partner Jack Deakins is also
interested. The work of remodeling a
building is under way and all new
ment is being purchased, he said.

equip-

W. A. Stuckert and his son, W. R. Stuckert, of Brenham, were popular visitors on
the Roio W ednesday . W. A. is one of the
important Texas exhibitors and is in on a
deal he made during the last year with the
Robb & Rowley circuit.
Lou O’Brasky, general sales manager of
Standard Pictures, Culver City, was in
Dallas this week arranging for distribution of his product. His final set-up was
not made known up to press time. With
him was his assistant, “Pat” O’Brien . . .
Barney A. Goodman was another film producer representative on the Row this week.
He is vice-president of Metropolitan Pictures.
John Franconi, GB sales manager, took
time off to meet Arthur Lee, vice-president and general manager in Houston, for
a conference on the Texas theatre situation. Lee was on his way to the west
coast.
P. G. Cameron, former Dallas theatre
owner, was a welcomed visitor. He has
bought several theatres on the west coast
since selling out in Dallas and reports
are he is building a number of swanky
and modern apartment houses in Hollywood to consume his spare change.

Portable Circuits

EQUIPPING

THRUPickens
NAT'L
SUPPLY
and Freddie Han-

(Continued

from page 72)

Dallas — Jack

sen, who with Lanham Crowley are forming a circuit to be operated in Texas, have
purchased through the Dallas store of National Theatre Supply 12 mechanisms, to
be followed shortly with equipment for several houses.
Other sales reported were projectors,
stands and magazines to R. E. Griffith
Theatres, Inc.; lobby frames to E. L. Black
for the Ritz at Denton; projectors, lighting
fixtures, rectifiers, and screen to Lawrence
Fontana; screen to Smith and Dunbar of
the Limestone, Groesbeck; fire extinguishers for all the Hall Industries’ houses; film
splicers, reel and alarms and cleaner for
their Rialto at Kingsville; film cabinet,
rectifiers, screen and lenses for their Rex,
Kennedy; and projectors, magazines,
stands, lamps, rectifiers, screen, ticket register, film cabinet and lenses for their
Rialto at Runge.

Pritchard on Road
Memphis

—

Jimmy

Pritchard,

former

president of the Peerless Poster Exchange,
will assume his new duties as a salesman
with Universal on May 24, W. E. “Dad”
Sipe, local branch manager, announced
before he left for the national convention.
His duties at Peerless will be taken over
by his brother, Bailey Pritchard and his
new partner, M. C. Harrison.
HARDY

IN

STRAIGHT

Hollywood — Oliver

Hardy,

just this week another circuit had begun
operations in Mississippi.
“I think some agreeable plan might be
worked benefit
out whereby
film * exchanges
would
and ourtheregular
customers
would not be harmed, by certain rules and
regulations
that could be set forth,” Snelson
concluded.
Distributors

A

Non-Commital

checkup of Filmrow found few exchange managers willing to say they ac-

tually sold the one-night exhibitors “except in isolated cases.” A number of outof-town exhibitors, however, said they
were positive that product of major exchanges was being shown in these onenight stands.
The latest circuit to begin operations in
Mississippi includes the towns of Abbeville,
Toccopolo, Myrtle, Hickory Flat, Potts
Camp and Crenshaw. Numerous other circuits of one-nighters are operating in Arkansas and some in Tennessee. Courthouses, schools, American Legion huts and
tents are the usual places where pictures
are shown with portable fireproof equipment.

Nixes Sunday Shows
Monticell,

Fla. —

The

county

seat of

ROLE

Jefferson county

for 12 years

Sunday motion pictures, 173 to 165 in recent citywide balloting here.

a film comedian, has been cast as a blustering southern colonel in Hal Roach’s
production, “Road Show.” Hardy is a native of Georgia.

rejected a proposal for

Automatically you turn to on
Electric switch when you want
light.
Automatically smart theatre
operators think oi King when
they
want remodeling and
decorating.
King

does

the job right.

Satisfied customers
endorsement.

our

best

Just completed.

Monogram

Strand Theatre, Jefferson, Tex.
Rialto Theatre, Brownfield,
Tex.

Pictures, Inc.

PLANS FREE

— Announces —
ON

THE

MONARCH
QUALITY

KING

OPENING OF THEIR NEW EXCHANGE
at 304 So. Harwood St.
Dallas, Texas
ON MONDAY, MAY 24TH
You Are Cordially Invited
ED BLUMENTHAL.
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—
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MOVIES”

EAST TEXAS CIRCUIT
BUYS IN GLADEWATER
president of Affili^HOMASated BRANON,
Producers, spent several weeks in
the local office here.

Gladewater,

Bob Bryant of the Capitol Theatre, Rock
Hill, S. C., has the sympathy of all film
and theatre friends here on the loss of his
mother. Bob is a frequent visitor here
and well known for his record as air pilot.
Mrs. Bryant was visiting friends in Savannah, Ga., at the time of her death.

J. M. Highsmith jr., Ti’io, Robersonville:
Jimmy Earnhardt, Taylor, Edenton.

as president and Joe C. Clemmons
president, now operate the Gregg
ace theatres as well as the Ritz.
cuit will furnish and equip the new

(Continued

of the first sit-down golf player on
record. Needless to say the exponent
is none other than J. O. (Buddy) Harris who came to prominence in this
territory with the Alexander Film Co.
with which he enjoys the title of “assistant to the president.” The occasion represented a bit of Buddy’s wellknown clowning. It happened recently
at the Variety golf tournament at
Lakewood Country Club in Dallas.

PRICES

by the

PROCESS

“Acknoioledged

TEXAS THEATRE SUPPLY CO., Inc.

COPY
REST

2010 JACKSON

In the Heart

BOXOFTTCE

PRINTING

ST.

May

CO.

DALLAS, TEX.

of Film Row
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Leaders in the

Theatrical Field”

TEXAS
2023 JACKSON

TO

See Us Now For A
Real Bargain

AT A PRICE you CAN
AFFORD TO USE REGULARLY

THEATRICAL

ARE PLEASED
ANNOUNCE

UNITEDONSTATES
AIR CONDITIONING
CORP. EQUIPMENT

DIFFERENT

SEND US YOUR
WE DO THE

Exhibitors on the Row this week included Mrs. William R. Pattie, of Leland, Miss.:
J.D. Henry, owner, and Joe Wiley, manager of the Ritz at Hickman, Ky.: Dave
Flexner, of the Roxie at New Albany,
Miss.: Lyle Richmond, of the Missouri at
Senath: and Gordon L. Hutchins, of the
State at Corning, Ark., and Bill Ruffin,
of
ton.the Ruffin Amusement Co., at Coving-

A DRASTIC
RE D UCT I O N

HERALDS
NEW

from page 73)

^

REDUCE

AND

Made

as viceand PalThe cirtheatre.

horse and has had a series of operations
in Memphis . . . Milton Gurian, former
Warner zone booker here, now United Artists salesman in Cincinnati, was in Memphis on a vacation.

say the above photo is proof

PROGRAMS
Are

is

MEMPHIS

WE

That

Bray

which Bray started as an independent proposition when the east Texas
oil field was discovered. He later put the
Ritz into the East Texas circuit.
East Texas Theatres, with Sol Gordon

Newsmen

Among North Carolina visitors were; E.
E. Wade, Iris, Belmont: Roy Willeford,
Gaston, Mt. Holly: W. L. Saunders, Grove,
China Grove: P. J. Caudell, Wanoca, Wallace: B. G. Reeves, Spartan, Sparta: J. B.
Benton, Princess, Benson: P. A. Boone,
Grand-Earle, Mt. Airy: D. E. Cash, Imperial, Kings Mt.: W. E. Stewart, Pastime,
Concord: B. B. Martin, Boulevard, Leaksville: J. P. King, Pastime, Monroe: L. M.
Wade, Raleigh: Ulysses Setzer, Cliffside,
Cliffside: G. L. Faw, Norwood, Norwood:
I. D. Anderson, Liberty, N. Wilkesboro:
B. B. Horton, State, Concord: D. Holt,
Troy, Troy: F. S. Barker, Hollywood, Mebane: J. W. Watts, Watts, Williamston:

C.

building, to be
which will be
Theatres, Inc.
of the old Ritz

Theatre

South Carolina exhibitors on the Row
this week: J. S. Ouzts, Liberty, Johnston: Mrs. Louisa Eaves, Rialto, Union:
J. W. Hand, Little, Bamberg: J. V. Porter,
New, Williston: L. A. Linder, Spartanburg:
Ben Strozier, Carolina-Stevenson, Rock
Hill: E. W. Carter, Lockhart, Lockhart:
E. H. Smith, Pal, Fairfax: R. S. Rogers,
State, Cheraw, and H. E. Wessinger, New,
Lexington.
Emile Bernstecker, manager of the Carolina Theatres, and T. D. Kemp jr. made a
business trip to Knoxville, Tenn., last week.

Tex. — Austin

constructing a new theatre
“the finest in east Texas,”
operated by the East Texas
The location is on the site

BUFFALO
315 S. HARWOOD

“Complete
STREET —

THEATRE
BUFFALO

ENGINEERING

Theatre Equipment"
DALLAS, TEX. —

PHONE

7-5510

EQUIPMENT
CO.. INC.

DALLAS,

TEXAS 77

TERRITORY
^

L. Cowent has sold the Tavern Theatre at Georgia, Ala., to W. J. Brankin
who will repair the house . . . The C. & C.
Enterprises at Shreveport have purchased
the Princess Theatre at Winsboro, La.,
. . . Tom Hulet has disposed of the Palace
Theatre at Rodessa to the same circuit.
The Southern Film Exchange on June 1
will open an ofjice in Memphis under the
direction of J. Harry Spann. L. J. Shea
has been designated as salesman for the
New Orleaiis territory. Southern will handle the distribution of Monogram in nine
southern states including Arkansas . . .
The Joy Houck circuit has added another
house, the Strand Theatre in New Orleans.
An attempt was made a few days ago to
destroy the Imperial Theatre on North
Hagan Ave., operated by Rene J. Brunet.
Oil was poured over the boxoffice and
ignited early in the morning. Newspaper
carriers noticed the blaze and turned in
the alarm before the house had been damaged much . . . Henery Lazarus is grandfather of a new girl born to Mr. and Mrs.
Isador Lazarous recently.
Republic Films, Inc., offices and shipping
rooms are now completely air-conditioned.
Manager Leo Seicshnaydre invites all exhibitors as well as exchange men who are
minus this convenience to come in and
hang around during the hot spell. Seicshnaydre has ordered a dozen or so easy
chairs for his guests; the water cooler will
be replenished hourly. Paramount is the
only other exchange in New Orleans similarly situated.
Miss Marain

Claud was elected leader of

the Young Reviewers’ unit of the New
Orleans Motion Picture Council and adjudged winner of the essay contest on current pictures of merit.

ALABAMA
Birmingham

—

Air

Foley — The

Palm

ment has been
Theatre here.

conditioning

Theatre,

erected

GEORGIA
Buena

Vista — Durwood

Brantley,

Calhoun — The

Gem

Theatre

Canton — New

lighting

equipment

of Chartrand’s private office Monday
night, made off with only $25, overlooking
an additional $1,100 in an inner compartment which their shot of nitro had failed
to open.
The Mayfair is one of the class houses
in the local Wometco chain.

Folkston

—

Modern

air

conditioning

Consult Us About Your
Equipment Needs
Before You Purchase!
The Queen Feature Service, Inc.
Avenue

78

& Supplies
Phone

Alabama

3-8665

ry.
GEORGE SCHNEIDER recently remodeled the front of his Pix Theatre in MulberThe Roxy in Lakeland, managed by Jim
Savage, will undergo renovations and the
seating capacity enlarged.
A two-column ad in the Orlando, local
newspaper, announced the installation of
$18,000 worth of General Electric air conditioning equipment in the Beachman
managed by Vernon Hunter.
Elmer Hecht of the Grand, West Palm
Beach, was a recent Miami visitor.
L. V. Desquin, manager of Mulco’s New
Theatre in Punta Gorda, was a visitor to
Mulco’s home port in Haines City.
Tom Grady is now covering Florida for
M-G-M.

equipment has been installed in the Ritz
Theatre here.
Manchester

—

A

neon

sign

has

Washington — Management

of the Strand

Theatre here has announced the installation of new Mirrophonic sound.
LOUISIANA
Lake

Providence

—

The

Lake

No UAW

been

erected on the President Theatre here,
which, according to Manager M. B. Argo,
will be lighted continuously.

Detroit — Despite

Pickets
the

announcement

that 11 local theatres would

be picketed

by the United Automobile Workers in support of the Hollywood studio strike, there
was no evidence of pickets several days
after Homer Martin, UAW president, made
the statement.

Theatre

here has installed a new sound system.
MISSISSIPPI
New

Albany — The

Ritz

Theatre

here,

according to announcement made by David Flexer, manager, is installing modern
air conditioning. Flexer also announced
that a new theatre is to be built here in
the near future.
NORTH
Cliffside — The

New
Four

Star Series

CAROLINA
Cliffside

Theatre

is be-

ing enlarged and completely remodeled.
Edenton — The

Taylor

Fair

Theatre

Bluff — S. D. Scott

here

and

is

new

jr., will oper-

film house.

Louisburg — According

to

I. M.

reports

this

“MAGIC WEATHER”
COMBINATION

FAN

TENNESSEE
Kingston — The

Princess

Theatre

has re-

LaFollette

— W.

H. Parrott,

owner

of

the Capitol and Novelty theatres, has announced that work will begin this week on
the new theatre to be built here.

—

UNITS

AIR-WASHER

CENTRIFUGAL
"V" DRIVE AND

cently been redecorated, with new curtains
in the foyer and new display cases.
No.
No.
No.
No.

4444 —
5555—
6666 —
7777—

PUMP
MOTOR

Capacity 6,000 C.F.M
Capacity 10,000 C.F.M
Capacity 15,000 C.F.M
Capacity 20,000 C.F.M

$540.00
$625.00
$715.00
$950.00

Greatest Value Ever Offered in
THEATRE

Morris

and

neon lights have been added to the Haven
Theatre, according to Manager Smith.

jr., mana-

ger of the Mayfair Theatre, is being congratulated on a “lucky” robbery this week.
Safe blowers, who had pried open the door

Birmingham,

has

past week, a new modern motion picture
theatre will be erected in Louisburg, next
to the present Louisburg Theatre.

Bandits Miss $1,100

19121/4

here

installed new seats in the theatre, adding
75 additional in the balcony.

ate Fair Bluff’s new
Scott is the owner.

Quality Theatre Equipment

local

theatre manager, received painful injuries
while installing a fan in his theatre.

J. D. Gleason plans to build a theatre
seating 300 at Taylorsville, Miss.

Chartrand

re-

cently by Lloyd Magney, has been leased
to G. H. Buley who will operate it.

being completely rederocated
sound system installed.

R.

equip-

installed in the Strand

W. H. Rowan is building a 250 seat house
at Morton, Miss., to be known as the Princess.

Miami — Mark

IF IL O R M ID) A

TOPICS

FOR

Cooling Equipment.

SALE

Well equipped small town theatre
south of Dallas — $5,000. Two miles
from new oil well.

D. F. LUCKIE, Goliad, Texas

SERVING

Stebbins

THE

EXHIBITORS

Theatre

1804 Wyandotte

(Member

OF THE

SOUTH

Equipment
ITSDA)

Co.

Kansas City, Mo.
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SELLS

AND

BUYS

EQUIPMENT,

Classiiied Ads
GENERAL

THEATRES.

10c Per Word,

SERVICES

Payable

in Advance.

COOLING

EQUIPMENT

HISTORY
IS MADE
AT
NIGHT—
WHEN
EQUIPMENT
IS RIGHT. FREE
SPRING Catalog features loads of special
values — Projection Lenses, Screens, Speakers, Sound Systems, Lamphouses, Reels, Air
Conditioning Equipment. Large capacity
Blowers, with pulleys and belts, $59.90.
Ask S.O.S., 636-BS Eleventh Ave., New
York.
5-22

^Uatlna
AND

Minimum

4^ou6q

$1.00. Display Rates

on

Request*

THEATRES

VENTILATING
FOR

BARGAINS — Reconditioning Arctic NuAIR blowers, noiseless drives, air washers.
Write for prices. Southern Air Conditioning Corp., 101 Walton, Atlanta, Ga. b2-27

small

FOR

RENT

RENT — Building
town;

for theatre;

best pictures available.

Boxoffice,

4704

E.

9th

St.,

Kansas

Mo.

BLOWER
with motor and portable metal
penthouse. Bargain. Details, write Charles
Vogel, 1324 Summitt St., Portsmouth, Ohio.
5-22

THEATRES

good

B-833,
City,

5-22

FOR SALE

6-12
ELKS THEATRE, building, seats and entire equipment. Box 395, New Iberia, La.

DON’T LET WEATHER
PUT YOU ON
THE SPOT. PURIFY AND OZONIZE WITH

NEW

EQUIPMENT

BRAND NEW Weber soundheads, model
ABH, $1.25. Other models, $50. Theatre
Sound Service, Box 395, Rochester, N.5-22
Y.

IT’S

TOP

OF

THE

TOWN

FOR

THEEvent

EQUIPMENT

Send

today for Bargain Catalog. Consolidated Theatre Supply Corp., 1600-C Broadway, New York.
tf (b4-3)

USED

EQUIPMENT

BARGAIN — Complete theatre equipment
for small town. L. P. Lewis, Jasper, Tex.
5-22
BARGAINS — Pair

rebuilt

soundheads,

$25; wire 15" reels, $1.37. Parts
Box 575, Enid, Okla.
MAYTIME
REPLACE

Used

IS THE

WORN

RIGHT

40%

off.
5-22

TIME

TO

EQUIPMENT.

THEATRE

TRY’S greatest values in Lamphouses, Projectors, Rectifiers — everything for theatres.
Amplifiers, $19.50 up. Soundheads,

$15.00 up. Free Catalog. S.O.S.,
Eleventh Ave., New York.

636-BS
5-22

Waldron,

OPERATOR
WANTED — Central Kansas
town; must be experienced and not afraid
of general theatre work. Give qualifications, references and salary expected.
B-835, Boxoffice, 4704 E. 9th St., Kansas

KOZONO, the machine that eliminates
all odors electrically. Used by theatres in
27 states. Small cost. No upkeep. Write
for catalogue. Representatives wanted.
The Kozono Co., Charlotte, N. C. tf (b3-13)

City, Mo.

POSITIONS

Boxoffice,

6x9 HERALDS — 5 thousand — $4.25. 3x8
Heralds — 5 thousand $3.00. 1/3 deposit.
P. O. B. Atlanta. Free cut service. Quaker
Printery, 643 Washington St., Atlanta, Ga.
5-24-38

generators, 12 pairs used soundheads, amplifiers, speakers, one pair Motiograph
mechanisms for Western Electric. Large
stock used m. p. lenses, theatre dimmers,
used screens. Stebbins Theatre Equipment
Co., 1804 Wyandotte St., Kansas City, Mo.
5-22

BOXOFFICE
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4704 E. 9th St., Kansas

5-22

aggressive publicist. Will get the business
anywhere. Best references. Box 171, Cambridge,

HANDY

4704 East Ninth St.,
Kansas City, Mo.
Kindly insert the following ad
HOUSE" section, running through ALL

City,

THEATRE
MANAGER
— Now working,
desires change. Experienced buyer, booker,

boxoffice,

SPECIALS — 30 Powers mechanisms, six
pairs stands, six pairs Mazda lamphouses,
two pairs reflector arc lamps, two Roth

WANTED

Mo.

HERE

tf (b3-13)

5-29

THEATRE
MANAGER— Now available
for large or small town. Experienced. B-834,

We

Chicago.

5-22

HELP WANTED

DEODORIZERS

IS YOUR

WANTED

City, Mo.

SIMPLEX
PROJECTORS
and Parts—
Lamphouses — Chairs — Sound Equipment
and Parts — Generators — Rectifiers — Ticket Machines and Choppers — Screens —
Lenses — Parts for All Machines. ASK US.
have what you need. Midwest Theatre Supply Co., 1223 So. Wabash Ave.,

5-22

EXPERIENCED
THEATRE
Operator
desires to buy or lease small theatre in
East. Also consider percentage operation.
B-822, Boxoffice, 4704 E. 9th St., Kansas

CHAIRS

PRINTING

5-22

Ark.

THEATRES

DON’T TURN
’EM LOOSE ON POOR
SEATS, WHEN
S.O.S. OFFERS
15,000
GOOD
used Chairs, 75c up. Greatest assortment, famous makes, reconstructed, refinished. Photographs, prices Free. S.O.S.,
636-BS Eleventh Ave., New York.
5-22

THEATRICAL

4704 E. 9th St., Kansas

MODERN
500-seat RCA-Simplex equipped paying theatre; only town in county;
closest opposition 40 miles; 130x50 concrete; stone fireproof building; rent $125
per month, including three offices. $9,000
half cash; balance bankable note. Other
interests cause for selling. Pines Theatre,

WANTED

INDUS-

in small live Minaccount ill health.

City, Mo.

WILL BUY USED RCA SOUNDHEADS,
SIMPLEX, POWERS
PROJECTORS, ARC
LAMPS, Rectifiers, Generators, Lenses. Top
money paid. B-836, Boxoffice, 4704 E. 9th
St., Kansas City, Mo.
5-22

is on now! Savings 20 to 50% on Projectors, Sound Equipment, Chairs, Screens, Air
Conditioners, Accessories, Supplies, etc.

SALE — Theatre
nesota town. Sacrifice

B-837, Boxoffice,

PER-

FORMANCE, SAY EXHIBITORS WHO’VE
BOUGHT
S.O.S. Audio-Matic Volume Control Amplifiers, with RCA metal tubes. 60
models, $39.50 up. Liberal trades. S.O.S.
636-BS Eleventh Ave., New York.
5-22
SPECIAL DIVIDEND VALUES TO
ATRE OWNERS. Our big Clearance

FOR

Corozone Ionizers. Special Cut Prices —
Corozone Midget, $7.95; Jr. $9.95; DeLuxe,
$12.95; Model A, with Pan, $15.95; Model
B, with Fan, $19.95. Free Air Conditioning
Bulletin. S.O.S., 636-BS Eleventh Ave.,
New York.
5-22

seven

Md.

ORDER'^
I IOc

(Send Cash

5-22

BLANK
a

word

J ^ insertions
j at price of 3

times in your "CLEARING
sectional editions of BOXOFFICE:

Blind ads — 10c extra to cover cost of postage.
(Don't forget to count words in name

and address that is to appear in the ad.)

♦Address copy to BOXOFFICE,
Forms elose Monday noon

4704 E. Ninth 8t., Kansas City,
preceding publication date.

Mo.

Adolph Zukor presents

CLAUDETTE

COLBERT

Meivyn Douglas
Robert Young
Produced and Directed
by Wesley Ruggies

THEY WENT TO THE
M-G-M STUDIOS!

They saw magic !
They saw the millions that make it go
They saw acres and acres of wonders
They saw cities and palaces rise in splendor
They saw armies of artisans skilled in screen technique
They saw the brilliant luminaries of the film world
They saw talent from the far corners of the world
They saw the world’s greatest group of showmen in action
They saw the greatest roster of electric light names ever gathered
under one roof in all amusement

history

They saw brilliant entertainers who are the Stars of Tomorrow
They saw Youth and Beauty, the raw materials of Stardom
They saw the mighty throb of the World’s Greatest Studio
They saw the surging force that keeps it ever the leader
They saw the spirit that moves this united force to victory
They saw giant dramas and eye^filling spectacles in the making
They saw treasuries of entertainment on preview screens
They saw fortunes dedicated to the box-office attractions of tomorrow
They saw the living, thrilling reason for M-G-M

supremacy

They are the representatives of Metro -Goldwyn- Mayer who come
direct from the Studios of M-G-M with a mighty message for
the showmen of America in 1937'38,

BDXDFFICE
THE

NATIONAL

FILM

WEEKLY

History^to

PUBLISHED

Be Made

^^VERY so often that phrase, "History repeats itself," needs repetition. This time the Allied convention in Milwaukee brings it to mind.
The history; 12 years ago in that same city the
MPTCA gathered for purposes of devising ways
and means of combating the encroachment of
producers into exhibition. The practice, begun a
few years before, was spreading and exhibitors
felt their business interests were at stake, if the
spread was
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It was

a very important

event, well-attended by exhibitors from every
part of the country, and also by important executives of producing organizations, including the
presidents of several companies. At that time

i
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"independent" had been used to differentiate between producers operating theatres and those not
engaged in exhibition. The latter were known as
the "independents."
The exhibitors were up in arms. Their business sessions fairly made the fur fly all over the
place. The independent producer heads and
representatives who got up to talk also were up
in arms. The common enemy was the "affiliated"
producer. He was the "wolf in sheep's clothing"
v/ho was throttling the industry; stunting its progress; shackling it with monopolistic tendencies
and actions. There was but one way to teach
such scoundrels a lesson: To regiment the playing time of all theatres against them; to pledge
dates to the independent producers and to deny
them to the affiliated producers. To further this
campaign several of the independent producers
pledged large sums of money. Promises were
made both ways. And the result? It is quite
well known. Theatre chain expansion continued
rampant until it built up to the grand climax of
receiverships and bankruptcies and was halted
during the depression.
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Refreshing memory again: Those independent producers who remained independent, who
never acquired theatres, those who divested
themselves of what theatres they did own, and
those who merely held to a limited number of
"show window" properties, somehow kept their
heads well above water all during the recent dog
days. The theatre operations of producers in the
main proved mill stones around their own necks.
Today,

with

business

IN

conditions

improved,

particularly in the big run houses, "expansionitis"
again has set in. The troubles it caused a few
short years back have been forgotten. And so

SEVEN

SECTIONAL

EDITIONS

or Repeated?

the question

once

more

bobs

up:

"Will history

As this is written. Allied members and inderepeat itself?"
pendent non-members are gathered together in
Milwaukee, scene of that once-supposed-to-behistory-making 1925 event. Are they planning
to take up where the old MPTOA left off? (The
playdate regimentation idea has been tried several times since and it still hasn't worked.) Will
the program of legislation against so-called inimical inter-industry factions be given further impetus and the program broadly and boldly expanded? Will exhibitors again pledge allegiance
to an aggressive program of defense and then
forget about it after they leave the convention?
Will the old history repeat itself as it has again
and again during the last 12 years; or will the
old leaf be torn out and replaced by a new one?
In some quarters, the expectancy of what will
take place in and after Milwaukee produces
yawns; in others there is hopeful anticipation, but
fingers are crossed. Will the yawns turn into
awe-expression? Or will they merely spread
wider?
We don't forecast or write history; we just
record it. The recording will begin next week.

Nipping

a Danger

The dangers of one-man censorship and authority entrusted to one man to revoke theatre
licenses because of alleged indecent
ances were knocked out in New York

performstate by

the governor of that state. Last week in Omaha
the mayor endeavored to assume dictatorial authority over the presentation of a stage play
that he charged was indecent. His attempted
action was defeated by a Methodist bishop, on
Episcopal dean and a drama league head. Oneman rule in matters of this kind — even committee rule, when that committee is small and
political — is bad business. We congratulate Governor Lehman of New York and Omahans on
their keen judgments.

FLAMING YOUTH IN A TOP PICTURE
GIVES GREAT OPPORTUNITY!!
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AIUED CONVENTION GETS AWAY
TO GOOD START IN CHAIN BLAST
Tenor of Meeting

Indicated
Eleven Legislatures
Still Open

on Opening Day; Record
Attendance Foreseen
Milwaukee — With

an

of 400 swelling toward

early reservation

a probable record

attendance of 500, Allied States Ass'n of
Motion Picture Exhibitors gathered in annual convention here Wednesday with the
avowed intention of stripping the remaining hide from producer-distributor theatre
interests.
And well in the foreground of circuit
theatre condemnation rode A1 Steffes,
chairman of the organization's defense
committee, whose appointed duty it is to
drive distributors and producers from exhibition’s bailiwick. Asked about reports
that Allied would proceed under the supreme court validation of the Louisiana
chain store tax to seek heavy penalties
on circuit units, Steffes snorted:
Prefers

Ouster

Method

“As to taking up the matter of bills for
state taxation, I’m for driving producer
theatres out and not merely stopping with
taxing them. However,” he added with a
smile, “if the convention puts it in our
lap, we’ll follow their orders.”
And the convention began auspiciously
on this note. The defense committee,
headed by Steffes and composed also of
Sidney Samuelson of New Jersey and H.
A. Cole of Texas, met with Nathan Yamins,
president: Abram Myers, general counsel,
and H. M. Richey of Michigan, recording
secretary. Reports from the executive
session indicated that the progress to date
of Allied’s campaign in behalf of its state
measures to separate exhibition from production and distribution was the chief
topic of discussion.
Yamins

Cites

York

—

With

(1) “Destruction of the monopoly
enjoyed by distributors.”
(2) “Divorcement of theatres from
production and distribution and
regulation of chain theatre operations through taxation.”
Presenting the results of the Allied preconvention product and policy questionnaire, H. M. Richey, recording secretary,
said that 500 replies from 29 exchange
centers showed:
That the divorcement bill and chain
store tax bills are necessary for survival
of independents; selling policies of major
companies must be reformed, even though
there is no definitely set national sales
policy setup now; mounting film rentals,
increased percentages, compulsory block
booking, admission price control and playdate designations are real menace to exhibitors, and that if these policies are pro-

Congressman Seeks
All-Industrg Probe

Pennsylvania

Washington — Declaring,

plete monopoly.”
Discuss

Labor

Would

War

Vol. 31
May

1

want

the

such practices exist as I am told they are,”
Congre^'^man Martin Dies of Texas joined
the battery of solons who intermittently
fire away at the industry, with the introduction of H. R. 217, authorizing the appointment of a select committee to investigate the motion picture industry.
The Dies measure differs from the one
introduced by Congressman Hobbs in that
it seeks an investigation of the entire industry and is not directed at but one or
two specific branches.

With the fight between the Committee
for Industrial Organization and the American Federation of Labor being carried directly to the exhibition field. Allied went
into closed session Thursday morning to
discuss the situation. Suggestions were
offered by the labor committee headed by
Fred Herrington, secretary of the Pennsylvania unit.

No.

“I

whole industry turned inside out to see if

longed the “big eight” will have a “com-

Objectives

Two objectives were outlined at the Wednesday afternoon session by President
Yamins, as follows:

6

New

and California legislatures scheduled
to adjourn May 28, but 11 states remain in session, nine of which should
disband very shortly. Wisconsin and
New Jersey legislatures are expected
to remain intact for the greater part
of the summer.
When the Texas assembly adjourned last Saturday the motion picture
industry escaped unscathed. An anti-dog racing bill was enacted, while
a bill providing for a five per cent
tax on corporate franchises was
killed.
Other states where legislatures
continue in session are Connecticut,
Florida, Illinois, Michigan, Missouri,
Massachusetts, Rhode Island, New
Hampshire and South Carolina.

29

Recommend

Palliatives

His proposed seven-man committee
would conduct hearings at such points
throughout the country as it would deem
desirable and the objects of its investigation would include a study of whether
or not producers should be prohibited from
engaging in exhibition; zoning and protection issues; compulsory block booking;
withholding of product from independent
houses; acquisition of independent theatres. The probe also would seek to determine the appropriate steps to be taken
if any conditions needed correction.
Survey

of Exhibition

Activities

Activities of members of various exhibitor organizations as well as those of distributors and producers would also be
studied in the endeavor to ascertain the
existence of tendencies “to monopolize
business, prevent competition, promote leg-

1937
Reg.
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Office

islation.”
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FILM

IS ENGINEERS
Hollywood — Stressing

TOPIC

the need for more

adequate distribution of educational sound
films and reporting that since the adoption
of the 16-millimeter standard production
in this field had more than doubled, S. K.
Wolf, of the Erpi Picture Consultants, Inc.,
addressed members of the Society of Motion Picture Engineers at its opening business session at the Hollywood Roosevelt
Hotel here early this week. Wolf presented a summary of the progress and problem
dustry.
of
this bracket of the motion picture inSMPE

members

also heard J. G. Frayne,

chairman of the progress committee, present his report, in which the aroused interest in new color processes, the development and expansion of push-pull recording and improvements in 16-millimeter
equipment were noted.
BOXOmCE
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NEWS BRIEFS
Another Legislature Aims
Blow at Music Tax Society
Michigan proposal to oust American Society of Composers, Authors and Publishers similar to others passed or pending
in several states.

Producers Nab Broadway
Hits With Heavy Dough
Total of $1,024,000 spent for screen
rights to 13 plays; Metro numerically high
with four, but RKO deal for three is high
cash outlay at $230,000.

Omaha's Bonk Nighters
Target for Injunction
Showmen summoned in attorney general’s drive against cash awards continue
with cooperative drawing; supreme court
asked to take immediate jurisdiction.

Seeks Government Film
Producing Department
Bill introduced by Congressman Schulte
of Indiana would create bureau to make
pictures for various governmental agencies.

Federal Admission Tax
April Revenue Increase

Income for that month exceeds same
period of last year by $323,257.14; total
for April is $1,589,682.52.

Solons Discuss Plans
to Drop Theatre Levy

Jurisdictional Squabble
Complicates Film Strike
Hollywood — The

badly

battered

trio of

unions remaining under the strike banner
of the Federated Motion Picture Crafts
reeled this week under a still more staggering blow. It came in the form of an
ultimatum to studio heads by George
Browne, president of International Alliance
of Theatrical Stage Employes. Browne
declared that he would call a strike of
lATSE men in every studio and in theatres throughout the country if film executives attempted peace-making measures
with the striking crafts before his jurisdictional tangle with the painters’ union
was unknotted.
The lATSE is claiming jurisdiction over
the makeup artists, hair stylists and scenic
artists, who also are claimed by painters
as affiliates. Thus the FMPC groups still
out on strike face the choice of lATSE
recognition (a matter being threshed out
this week by the American Federation of
Labor executive council meetings in Cincinnati, Ohio) and a return to work under that banner, or affiliation with John
L. Lewis’ Committee for Industrial Organization and the certainty of a bitter interunion fight.

CIO. The fund will be raised by doubling
the dues of individual union members to
the federation.
William Green, AFL president, said that
he intended to fight Lewis on every front,
even in those industries where CIO unions
now predominate.
Speed

Votes

Cincinnati — Battle

War

Chest
inevit-

able inter-organization labor war were
drawn definitely here this week as the
American Federation of Labor voted to
raise a war chest to fight John

L. Lewis’

leaders

in

for quick

action on President Roosevelt’s recommendation to enact labor conditions that
“meet rudimentary standards of decency.”
Chairman Connery of the house labor
committee said that he favored a maximum work week of 30 hours, but that “if
necessary, though, I would go as high as
40 hours.” He also said that he would insist on a $16 weekly minimum wage scale.
Chairman Black of the senate labor
committee was less specific. He said he
had no agreement with Connery on wage
and hour figures. He added that there
might be many changes in the measure.
Minimum wage and maximum hour
figures were left blank in the bills introduced Monday by the two chairmen.

New

lines in the

Bill

the house and senate are moving

Confer

AFL

Labor

Washington — Congressional

on

Exchange

York — Claiming

Pacts

approximately

80

per cent of total exchange employes now
unionized, the International Alliance of
Theatrical Stage Employes is in the midst
of negotiations for wage and hour agreements for individual exchange centers.

Congressman Dingell, Michigan, member
ways and means committee, asks united
front in opposing continuation of impost.

Committee Reconsiders
Sabath Bankruptcy Bill
House judiciary group which reported
measure favorably recently again studies
certain angles of proposal to increase power of securities exchange commission.

Rubin Frels Conspiracy
Suit Under Way in Texas
Independent showman asking damages
from Jefferson Amusement Co. and several major distributors on charges of monopolistic practices allegedly injuring his
business.

Talk of Compromise Grows
in Florida Monopoly Case
Suit of George Fuller against affiliated
circuit and major distributors is continued
in New Orleans federal court division until
latter part of November.

Monogram Signs Merrill
for Aviation Picture
Famed trans-Atlantic flier will play lead
in “Atlantic Flight” that goes into production in three weeks.
BOXOmCE

:: May

29, 1937.

In charge

of arrangements

for the annual

spring

eonvention

of the Society

of Motion Picture Engineers, held in Hollywood this week, were the following local leaders of the organization. Seated, left to right: Peter Mole,
chairman of the committee; William Kunzman, convention president; Gerald
F. Rackett, executive vice-president ; and Kenneth F. Morgan, chairman of
Pacific Coast Section of SMPE. Standing, left to right; Hollis Moyse, DuPont; C. W. Handley, National Carhnn: Emery Huse, Eastman; G. S. Matthews, papers committee chairman, and Homer Tasker, past president.
7

oew^s Joins the Parade!
The

Loew

in Greater

metropolitan
York

New

circuit

— compris-

ing 68 leading theatres — has joined the evert
growing ranks of BOXOFFICE subscribers! ^—A
Nond
t Altha
l"^

Within

recent weehs

108 Warner
(Cleveland,

BOXOFFICE

has enrolled among

Bros. Theatres

23 Prudential

Pittsburgh, Chicago, Milwaukee,
and New Haven Districts)

Boston

90 Interstate Theatres (Dallas)

Theatres

35 Skouras

Theatres

24 Century

Theatres

48 Sparks-United Theatres
1 1 Consolidated Theatres

Altoona

33 Harry Brandt Theatres

Meyers, Notopoulas, RKO-Midwest,
Robb & Rowley Amusement Co.,

25 Publix Great-States Theatres
17 Wilmer & Vincent Theatres

(Pa.) -Publix, Par-land, Leff-

Griffith-Westex, Interstate (Boston),

21 St. Louis Amusement

Chesborough

25 Randforce

Blumenfeld

Among

Other

Theatres

Circuit Subscribers

ALGER THEATRES
BERGER AMUSEMENT CO.
W. S. BUTTERFIELD
CENTRAL STATES
COMMONWEALTH
CRESCENT AMUSEMENT CO.
GLEN W. DICKINSON
DUBINSKY BROS.
FOX-INTERMOUNTAIN
FOX-MIDWEST
GREGORY CIRCUIT
GRIFFITH AMUSEMENT

And

its circuit subscribers:

the Large

CO.

Majority

These

HALL

Regulars Have

INDUSTRIES

JEFFERSON AMUSEMENT
O. C. LAM THEATRES
A. E. LICHTMAN

CO.

LOEW'S (OHIO)
LOEW'S (D. C.)
E. M. LOEW

Theatres

(Frisco), Interboro (N. Y.)

Renewed

Year After Year;

MINN. AMUSEMENT CO.
CHAS. MORSE CIRCUIT
MULLINS & PINANSKI
N. CAROLINA CIRCUIT
POLI-NEW ENGLAND
SAENGER ENTERPRISES
W. C. SMALLEY
M. SWITOW & SONS
TRI-STATES THEATRES
UNITED DETROIT
WILBY-KINCEY
WISPER-WETSMAN

LUCAS & JENKINS
MAINE <S NEW HAMPSHIRE
MALCO THEATRES
MARTIN THEATRES
A. B. McCOLLUM

of Independent

(Ohio), Essaness (Chi.),

Are

BOXOFFICE

Subscribers!
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"BODY

OF BEAUTIFUL" WORLD PREMIERE OPENED APRIL 13, 1937, AT FORT
WAYNE, IND. . . . AND FOR THE ENGAGEMENT SHOWED TO

37,605

PAID

ADULT

ADMISSIONS

OF THE POPULATION OF FORT WAYNE
(120,000) ATTENDED THE SHOWING OF

35%

BOD Y<^ BEAUTIFUL
COPYRIGHTED

AND

FULLY

PROTECTED

. . . DOMESTIC

<S FOREIGN

RIGHTS

1927, REVISED

Mjm

WE'RE NOT KIDDING!

PHONE

Anthony

RILEY

7472

Fon

ANY OPPOSITION HOUSE IN FORT
WAYNE
WILL TELL YOU THAT

Mallers

‘BODY OF BEAUTIFUL”

8, 1937

IT tiAY CONCERN;

I EXTENDED THE ENGAGEMENT ON THE SAME PICTURE FROM APRIL 19TH
TERMINATING APRIL 23RD. I AGAIN EXTENDED THE ENGAGEMENT FROM
APRIL 26TH THROUGH APRIL 30TH AND FINALLY EXTENDED THE ENGAGEMENT FROM MAY 3RD TERMINATING MAY 7TH.

ABOUT IT.. 9
EXHIBITOR ■

•,VK HAVE PLAYED TO A TOTAL OF 37,605 PAID ADMISSIONS PLUS 1 500
PASSES ISSUED FOR ADVERTISING. I HAVE SEEN PEOPLE IN inr THEATRE WHICH HAVE NEVER BEEN HERE BEFORE. WE HAVE NEVER BEEN MOLESTED OR CAUTIONED BY CITY AUTHORITIES OR ANY CIVIC ORGANIZATIONS DURING THE ENGAGEMENT OF "BODY OF THE BEAUTIFUL." AS A
MATTER OF FACT, APPROXIMATELY 95f» OF THE CITY OFFICIALS HAVE
ATTENDED AND SEEN THIS PICTURE.

ARE YOU GOING TO BE SCOOPED BY
YOUR COMPETITOR, OR ARE YOU GOING TO

"BODY OF THE BEAUTIFUL" IS NOT SO CALLED A "SEX PICTURE." IT
IS A PICTURE WITH A GREAT MORAL AND LESSON TO HUMAN BEINGS AT
LEAST SUCH I HAVE FOUND IT TO BE. IT IS A PURELY HYGIENE, EDUCATIONAL Picture.

IT NOW!

THE TOTAL POPULATION
NEVER IN ITS HISTORY
NOR HELD OVER A SHOW

ATTENTION!
STATE RIGHTS

Indiana

I BOOKED THE PICTURE "BODY ti
OF THE BEAUTIFUL" TO PLAY AT THE
RILEY THEATRE, FORT .VAYNE, INDIANA, FOR A PERIOD OF 4 DAYS
BEGINNING APRIL 13TH TERMINATING APRIL 16TK.

IT IS A PURELY HYGIENE EDUCATIONAL
PICTURE WITH A GREAT MORAL LESSON
TO ALL HUMANITY!

BOOK

iVHOM

Wayne,

Operators
May

TO

0(tict

THEATRE

Brothers

Theatrical

DID TERRIFIC BUSINESS!

HOW
MR.

1937

OF THE CITY OF FORT WAYNE IS 122,000, AND
HAS FORT WAYNE PLAYED TO SO MANY PEOPLE
FOR SUCH A LENGTH OF TIME.

FOR SALE

IF YOU ARE LOOKING FOR A TIMELY
MONEY MAKER — WRITE OR WIRE FOR
YOUR TERRITORY.

IF YOU ARE SINGING

I Hereby certify that the Riley
Theatre had 37,608 paid admlesiona
during
the engagement
Beautiful".

THE SUMMERTIME

of
^

"Body

of

BLUES AND COMPETITION

IS TOUGH

‘BODY" BEAUTIFUL'
IS BOUND

TO MAKE

[THIS PICTURE

For Complete

Details of Either —

BE SHOWN

BOOKINGS

MONEY

FOR

TO ADULTS

OR STATE

YOU

ONLY]

RIGHTS

PURCHASE

S. M. PRODUCTIONS

2169 BROADWAY

WE WILL
THEATRE

TO

GARY,

— Write or Wire

INDIANA

BOOK OR LEASE
FOR ROADSHOW

PHONE

YOUR CLOSED
ENGAGEMENTS

2-1265

GOLDWYB - KOm
Take

GET OA OPTIONS
Up

Pickford, Fairbanks, Chaplin to Relinquish Control
of Distributing Firm

Control

Pathe Considering
New Innovations
New

York — Innovations

and

Hollywood — Confirming

improve-

ments in Pathe News are under consideration by the new executive staff of the
newsreel which took
charge this week following two major
resignations. The
changes are expected
to be announced officially at RKO’s
sales convention in
Los Angeles, which
starts June 15.
Beginning last
Thursday, the following shakeup took
place in swift succession:
1. Courtland Smith, president of Pathe
News more than six years, resigned.
2. Ned E. Depinet, vice-president of RKO
and head of the company’s distribution,
was elected president. Pathe News is
wholly owned by RKO.
3. Jack Connolly, general manager, resigned after Smith’s resignation was announced and after Frederic Ullman jr. was
elected vice-president and director.
4. Ullman was named general manager.
For five years he had been in charge of
Pathe’s commercial department.
5. Frank R. Donovan, associated in
Pathe News production for the past three
years, was appointed production manager
of the newsreel and Pathe Topics. This is
a new post, forecasting increased attention to production values.
The company said this week that no
further executive changes were in prospect.
Smith and Connolly, who have been associated together in various enterprises
many years, will continue the relationship in the perfection of motion picture
and television equipment, which Smith has
been developing for some time.

reports

to the

effect that Samuel Goldwyn and Alexander Korda had purchased the United Artists holdings of Mary Pickford, Douglas
Fairbanks and Charles Chaplin, the following statement was issued here Thursday by Dr. A. H. Giannini, president and
chairman of the board:
"Miss Mary Pickford, Mr. Douglas Fairbanks and Mr. Charles Chaplin have given

Samuel

Goldwyn

Alexander

Who

this week

acquired options for

Korda

options on their holdings in United Artists,
the distributing corporation, to Mr. Samuel
Goldwyn

the purchase of stock held hi the distributing company by Mary Pickford,
Douglas Fairbanks and Chas. Chaplin.

Michigan Ascap Rap
Twentg-First of Kind
New

York — The

bill introduced

in Mich-

igan this week that would prohibit the
American Society of Composers, Authors
and Publishers from operating within the
state, is the 21st measure of its kind proposed in as many state legislatures.
Of these, 17 have been killed or failed to
receive any action due to state adjournments; three have been enacted, leaving
the Michigan bill the only one pending.
An action is in the process of being
filed to restrain the state of Washington
from enforcing a law against Ascap which
goes into effect June 16. Similar action
will be taken at Lincoln to curb a recently
enacted law in Nebraska. A decision is
pending in Ascap’s suit testing the constitutionality of a new law in Montana, which
prohibits an agent for more than one copyright owner to license music users within
the state.

EASTERN EDITION Is One of the Seven Sectional Editions in Which BOXOFFICE Is Published Weekly. The
‘Other
Editions Are:
NEW ENGLAND,
MIDEAST,
TRAL, Six
MIDWEST,
WESTERN,
SOUTHERN.

CEN-

"This
which

and

Mr.

Alexander

Korda.

in no way changes the existing releasing contracts nor the production plans
were

Goldwyn

announced

yesterday."

declined to comment

on the re-

port, but in the face of Dr. Giannini’s
statement, it is generally accepted that the
decision was reached during the stockholders’ conference which concluded here earlier in the week.
Miss Pickford, Fairbanks and Chaplin
also withheld confirmation, but the general belief is that they will step out of
control of the corporation to become
ers of small blocks of stock.
Price

of $6,000,000

hold-

Reported

Terms of the deal were not revealed, but
usually-informed sources placed the figure at near $6,000,000. The same sources
said that the option would expire at the
end of the year.
By the transaction, Goldwyn and Korda
(who heads London Films Corp. in England) will assume control over the worldwide United Artists exchange system and
partial ownership of the Deutsch-Donada
houses in England. The United Artists theatre circuit is not a part of the holdings.
In view of Dr. Giannini’s statement, it is
expected that the present UA releasing arrangement with David O. Selznick and
Walter Wanger will continue.
Not
New

British

York — Although

Money
declining

to com-

ment on the United Artists option taken
by him and Samuel Goldwyn, Alexander
(Continued on page 18-B)
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National Buying Combine
Ideas to Get Allied Study
Milwaukee — Allied States Ass’n of M. P.

Exhibitors voted at the annual convention here Thursday to take steps to study
and formulate plans for a national product
buying combine. The vote on the proposal,
hotly contest, was revealed as 74 to 60.
The directors voted to extend all phases
of the organization’s program
Money

Need

this year.

Cited

“With the enthusiasm of this great
meeting,” said H. M. Richey, local secretary, “it is imperative that we must put
more money into Allied. How we will do
this and to what extent we will expand
will be decided at an executive committee
meeting following this convention.”
Allied regional units pledged to contribute all they might be assessed in the future to continue the aggressive legislative
campaign.
“We raised plenty,” said Nathan Yamins,
president, in reply to inquiries concerning
amounts pledged at Thursday morning’s
closed executive sessions. It was understood that at least two units pledged $10,000 each.
Score

Ad

Rental

Plans

Earlier resolutions condemned major
sales practices and the new plan of poster
and accessory rentals adopted by several
of the companies. Columbia was rapped
for “failure to deliver ‘Lost Horizon’ this
season.”
Allied will not side with AFL or CIO in
labor disputes, deferring the problem for
solution by its local units.

LITTLE ACTION BY
INDUSTRY FOR FAIR
New

York — Despite

the fact that a quota

of $1,100,000 has been set up for the motion picture industry here in the sale of
bonds for the forthcoming world fair, no
formal commitments have been made, it
was learned this week.
Nicholas M. Schenck some time ago
was appointed chairman of the committee
to handle the sale of bonds for the industry but to date it has not functioned.
Aside from Schenck, no appointments have
been made to the committee.

"Little WagnerEarleAct"
had

Harrisburg — Governor

GOE

TO NEW

HAVEN
manager

here

for GB, has been transferred to New Haven
in a similar post.
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Albany

— Governor

Lehman

this

week signed the O’Brien hill providing for a state hoard of mediation of
five members to he appointed hy
him. The governor said he was confident “that representatives of hoth
employers and employes will cooperate with the state mediation hoard
to avoid, if possible, labor disputes
which are costly to hoth parties and
at time affect the peace, order and
prosperity
the LaGuardia
community.”of Neiv
Recently of
Mayor
York set up an industrial relations
board to intervene in local labor disputes.

Para. Chain Set to
Test "Divorce" Law
New

York — North

Dakota’s

recently

enacted law that prohibits the operation
of theatres by distributors or producers
may be nipped in the bud before it goes
into effect.
Already termed unenforceable by the attorney general of North Dakota, the Alliedsponsored statute had a shadow of gloom
cast over it when Paramount this week
engaged the prominent law firm of Simpson, Thacher and Bartlett to try the case
which will test the law’s constitutionality.
Paramount is preparing to file the suit in
a North Dakota district court.
Thacher

Outlawed

Arbitration

Judge Thomas D. Thacher, who is taking a personal interest in the matter, will
be recalled as the former federal judge
who handed down the now famous Thacher decree, which outlawed compulsory arbitration. He is a former solicitor general
of the United States.
Meanwhile, it was reiterated in distributor quarters that passage of the law was
“welcomed” in North Dakota as a means
of testing the “divorcement” idea in a
state which has few affiliated circuit theatres.

before

him this week for signing a “little Wagner
act,” guaranteeing the right of Pennsylvania workers to organize and bargain collectively and outlawing company-dominated unions.

Albany — Carl Goe, branch

Labor Mediation Board
Okayed in N. Y.

Governor
Milwaukee

—

Pledges

Governor

Funds
William

Danger

of North Dakota told the Allied convention
here Thursday night that his state would
see the Allied divorce bill enacted at the
last session through all legal difficulties.
“You won’t have to spend a penny fighting any suit filed,” he said. “We’ll provide money to fight your enemies, even if
the case goes to the U. S. supreme

court.”

Sam
O. O. McIntyre:
as anyone
as much “Mrs.
give you chuckles
WE Goldwyn
at some of her famous husband’s lingual
faux pas, receiving such elaboration recently in a Saturday Evening Post article.
She, like his intimates, appreciates his
artistic genius and if he wants to scramble the metaphors, she thinks, in view of
his lack of education, it is perfectly all
Ned E. Depinet began selling Pathe
News to New Orleans exhibitors for General Film Co. when the reel was launched
27right.”
years ago, little dreaming that some
day he would become president of the company producing the oldest newsreel in
existence.
New York theatre executives, exhibitors
and GN officials, among others, attended
GN’s first invitation preview on Broadway
at the Astor Friday morning. The picture was “The Girl Said No.” . . . More
“movie” marquees: “The King Steps Out”
— “The King and the Chorus Girl.”
The

resignation of George

Daws,

Fred

Ruslander and Oscar Blum, of Warner’s
publicity department, was the occasion for
a farewell luncheon attended by about 30
colleagues at the Hotel Piccadilly late last
week. Daws, who has been doing special
publicity work for Mervyn LeRoy productions, goes to Newsom Palmer & Co., New
York advertising agency, in an executive
capacity. Ruslander, press book editor,
goes back to his first love — an editorial
position with the Atlantic City News. Blum,
of the pressbook department, joins the
Music Publishers Holding Corp., Warner
subsidiary. Lee Blumherg, formerly of the
company’s theatre department, replaces
Ruslander. No appointments have been
made for the other posts.
Manny Reiner, for four years with
M-G-M’s advertising staff under Si Seadler, has joined Monogram as pressbook
editor. Other additions are Ruth Schwerin
and Margaret Mahin, both in publicity.
Sherman S. Krellberg, film financier who
recently purchased an interest in the
Westchester Embassy Country Club at Armonk, N. Y., invited a score of industry
executives to visit his new pride and joy.
By the oddest coincidejiee , about half of
the visitors bought memberships in the
swanky club . . . The Walter FleischmanHarry Davies advertising agency next week
consolidates its interests with the Harrison Cowan-Arnold Van Leer organisation.
Encores to W. Ray Johnston for outstanding showmanship acumen. The Monogram president gets the hand for
signing up Dick Merrill, writer of
aviation history, for the lead in
“Atlantic Flight.” To cap a series of climaxes, we understand Merrill will attempt to break the transcontinental flying record when he goes to Hollywood soon
to start work in the film. A series of personal appearances in theatres is planned
in conjunction with the film.
Warner’s S. Charles Einfeld turned out
the neatest trick seen around in some time
by printing tickets that were exact replicas
of pasteboards sold for all big fights, and
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handed them to all sports writers so they
could see and praise the exhibition of fisticuffs in "Kid Galahad,” which premiered
at the Strand Wednesday.

June 4 Picked for Public

Walter Vincent, of the Wilmer & Vincent circuit, whose first love was the legitimate stage and who has maintained the
tie in the first vice-presidency of the Actors’ Fund of America, was an interested
observer at the American Theatre Council
convention at the Hotel Astor this week.

Hearing on Zoning Issue
New

Ben Kalmenson, formerly in charge of
central district sales for Warner, has set
up his headquarters at the company’s home
office in his new post as eastern district
manager . . . Harry Berkson and Jules Jasper of Monogram’s Buffalo office were
home office visitors over the weekend . . .
E. J. Smith, Imperial’s general sales manager, is on a tour of midwest cities . . .
Jack Lewis has been engaged by RKO to
write special publicity for the forthcoming "Annapolis Salute.”
Herb Crooker, director of publicity for
Warner, was in Boston over the weekend
. . . George Weeks, GB general sales manager, now touring the south with Mrs.
Weeks, will return to New York in time
to make final preparations for the GB
sales convention here the middle of June
. . . A. L. Pindat, traveling auditor for Republic, has been promoted to assistant
contract manager at the home office.
With the mariners: Al Christie, Educational shorts producer, will "put over” his
60-footer any day now, meaning that he
will take it out of drydock . . . RKO will
take to the Hudson River on June 7 and 14
for its annual boat ride to Bear Mountain
. . . Mel Albert and bride Pearl Fleischman (as of June 16) will sail the same
day aboard the Rotterdam for a cruise
honeymoon to Havana and Nassau.
Gov. A. B. (Happy) Chandler of Kentucky may have relaxed his policy against
appointing colonels on his staff and promise to name some at his banquet next year,
but not more than ten, but film men inclined to commissions are getting theirs
elsewhere. Or so it would seem from the
appointment of lieutenant-colonel received
by David Bernstein, Loew executive, from
Gov. E. D. Rivers of Georgia . . . Willis
Stiles, who appeared in Vitaphone shorts
last year, is billed as assistant director of
the Broadway musical comedy, “Sea Legs.’’
She is also understudying to Dorothy Stone
and Catherine Mayfield in the show.
Light moments notes: The annual Warner Club boat ride and outing takes place
June 23. It starts with the S. S. Peter
Stuyvesant, continues along the Hudson
River, and terminates at Bear Mountain
. . . The annual golf tourney of the Columbians, employe club of Columbia Pictures,
will be held June 12 at the Berkshire
Country Club, Wingdale, N. Y. . . . The
Columbia Pictures baseball team goes (and
Jack Cohn hopes it returns) to Ossining,
N. Y. June 26 to play the Sing Sing prison
nine.
Don Hancock, Condor Pictures shorts
producer, is dividing his time this week
between jury duty and the production of a
golf short. Another interference was the
shooting (pistol style, not camera) of Bill
(Continued on page 15)
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Cleanup Drive Reaches
Night Clubs
New

York— Having

closed the bur-

lesque houses on the ground their
performances were indecent, city authorities moved into the Broadway
night club sector this week with the
warning that they, too, must clean
up or lose their licenses. Managers of
four clubs were haled before a deputy police commissioner on charges
of offensive shows. Decision was reserved after a hearing.

J. J. Milstein Heads
Republic Delegation
New

York — J. J. Milstein, vice-president

in charge of sales, headed Republic’s eastern contingent which left here Wednesday to attend the meeting of the company’s franchise holders, home office and
studio executives at the Roosevelt Hotel,
Hollywood, June 1 and 2. Edward M.
Schnitzer, eastern sales supervisor, Sam
Hacer, manager of the contract department, and three franchise holders, Herman Gluckman of New York, Harry LaVine of Philadelphia and Herman Rifkin
of Boston, accompanied Milstein as did
Max Roth, central sales supervisor, and
Heck Everett, southern sales supervisor,
who had been here for two days of preliminary meetings.
Sain and Jake Flax, Republic franchise holders in Washington; Jim. Alexander of Pittsburgh;
Bernie Mills of Albany, Jack Berkowitz of Buffalo and Sam
Seplowin of Detroit boarded the
convention train in Chicago on Thursday and in
Kansas City, C. A. Schultz and Robert Withers
of that branch and H. M. Weinberg
and E. J.
Tilton of the Omaha
and Des Moines branches
joined the group.
The
southwest and
northwest representatives
who
proceeded direct to Los Angeles included:
H. H, Everett, Charlotte, N. C. ; Arthur C. Bromberg. Atlanta, Ga. ; Claude Ezell and William G.
Underwood, Dallas. Tex.; Sol Davis, Morris Loewenstein and Mi.ss Ona Johnson of Oklahoma
City;
J. T. Sheffield, Seattle, Wash.; Gilbert Nathanson, Minneapolis. Grover C. Parsons and Floyd St.
John, San Francisco; Nat Lefton, Sam Gorrel and
Jack Jossey of Cleveland and Barney Rosenthal
and Nat Steinberg of St. Louis.
Moe Siegel and E. H. Goldstein of the studios
in North Hollywood and A. W. Perry of Toronto,
Canada, will also attend the convention.

York

— Arrangements

have

been

completed for the annual convention and
trade show of the Independent Theatre
Supply Dealers to be held in Chicago for
three days beginning June 18 at the Medinah Club. Details are in charge of Joe
Goldberg, Chicago supply dealer.

board

of estimate

and

Cost

Curbs

Opposition

At the office of the Fifth Ave. Assn.,
which has long opposed the entrance of
theatres in this area, it was said that inasmuch as theatre interests have recognized the extent of economic limitations
due to the exorbitant cost of property in
this zone, little objection would be voiced
at the hearing. This would virtually assure adoption of the amendment, which
would become effective at once.
The amendment proposes to halt the
incursion of motion picture theatres, open
air theatres, cabarets and public dance
halls on Fifth Avenue, Madison Avenue,
Park Avenue, 34th St., 57th St. and on
side streets between 23rd and 59th Sts.,
from a point 100 feet west of Fifth Ave.
to a point 100 feet east of Madison Ave.
The exclusion also would extend to 100
feet on both sides of Park Ave.
Two Have Building Permits
For the past few years the Fifth Ave.
Assn., has successfully opposed five attempts to build theatres in the disputed
area on the ground they would attract an
“undesirable” type of patronage and deteriorate surrounding property values. A
series of court actions to pave the way for
the licensing of two theatres planned in
the area was climaxed recently by a court
of appeals decision at Albany upholding
the builders, ruling that License Commissioner Paul Moss exceeded his authority in
denying licenses in both instances.

To Warner
New

York — Several

Meet

Warner

home

office

representatives are to attend the first general meeting of Warner theatre managers
in the Pittsburgh territory in that city on
Wednesday when merchandising plans for
next season are to be discussed. Those
from New York who will address the meeting include Norman Moray, Vitaphone
short subjects sales manager; S. Charles
Einfeld, director of advertising and publicity, and Robert Smeltzer, central district
manager.

Sheehan

Supply Meet June 18
New

York — The

apportionment has set June 4 for a public
hearing in connection with the proposal by
Borough President Samuel Levy of Manhattan that the zoning laws be amended
to prevent the invasion of motion picture
theatres and other types of establishments
in a restricted midtown shopping and residential area.

New

Gets Stories

York — Winfield

Sheehan,

onetime

production chief of Fox, has acquired six
stories which he may produce independently in the fall. Before leaving here
Thursday for his ranch in California, Sheehan denied discussions with Universal and
13
Paramount.

Reade- Cocalis Additions
Presage Competitive Clash
a

New York — Unmistakable earmarks of
feud were attached in industry circles

here to announcements this week from opposite camps in the Reade-Cocalis battle
for eastern theatre power. As Walter Reade
gained for himself dominating control of
the situation in Hudson, N. Y., through
the acquisition of a 50 per cent interest in
two Frieder and Grossman theatres, Sam
D. Cocalis countered with the purchase of
an uncompleted theatre in Long Branch,
N. J.
Invade Each Other
The new deals are seen as creating a
competitive battle due to the invasion of
both

parties in territories formerly without serious competition to the theatre
holdings of each.
In addition to the Playhouse and Star,
in which Reade has taken a 50 per cent
interest, Reade is building the Community
in Hudson. The three houses will be pooled and operated under the joint management of Reade, Frieder & Grossman. Booking will be done at the Reade office.
Cocalis has closed for the Parker in Long
Branch, which was started about ten years
ago but never completed. Work will be
rushed for a July 4 opening. The house
will have 650 seats.
Reade,

meanwhile, opened the new Community in Toms River, N. J., Thursday as
another unit in his current building expansion program.
Affiliateds Also Active
At the same time the affiliated circuits
furthered expansion moves this week. The
Rahway, Rahway, N. J., was taken over by
the Stanley Co. of America and will be
operated by the Warner Bros. Management Corp.
It is understood that leases are being
prepared whereby RKO will take over the
Roosevelt at 145th St. and Seventh Ave.,
Manhattan, from Leo Brecher.
Other

Theatre

house,

formerly

Richard E. Beck has taken
Broad in Elizabeth, N. J.

known

as

over

the

Extradition Papers in
Bombings Signed
Albany — Extradition papers were
signed W ednesday by Governor Lehman for three men recently indicted
in Brooklyn on motion picture theatre stench-bombing charges. The
men. arrested last week at Fort
Wayne, Ind., are under arrest and
are now being held in $5,000 bonds
pending an extradition hearing before Governor M. C. Totvnsend of
Indiana on June 2 in Indianapolis.
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New

York — A vermanent

commit-

tee to deal with “communistic” films
is to be appointed on Monday at the
Knights of Columbus state convention at Geneva, N. Y., represeiiting
10,000 members. This is in line with
the fight on “subversive” motion pictures being conducted by Catholic,
war

veterans’ and patriotic organizations. A resolution demanding a ban

oji “communistic” films ivas adopted
here this week at the annual convention of the Daughters of the
American Revolution.

Idea, Legit Advised
New York — With practically all speakers agreeing that the legitimate stage
needs a face-lifting and with ways and
means discussed of how to do it, William
A. Brady, veteran producer, addressing the
first national convention of the American
Theatre Council here this week, offered the
suggestion that the “living theatre” follow
the motion picture industry’s plan of organization.
The sum and substance of various ideas
advanced indicated the consensus that the
legitimate theatre industry is just awakening to the realization that it needs a wellorganized trade organization, akin to what
has in the Hays

organi-

Brady
recommended. among
other
things, that the stage producers go into
towns

that they have

lost, take over thea-

tres and “promise and deliver shows as the
film companies do.” He warned the theatrical managers not to overlook the imminence of television as they did with
sound pictures in the late 1920’s.
The convention was the first of its kind
ever held to discuss numerous phases of
the legitimate theatre’s difficulties in the
hope of obtaining greater cooperation
among all its branches with a view to a
general rejuvenation, chiefly “on the
road.” It grew out of a suggestion made
about a year ago by Brady, who at one
time was prominent in the film industry.

’’PARADE"

PREMIERES

New

York — The

that

the

N. J., chairman of the committee on motion pictures of the Department of Secondary Education of the National EducaThetion booklets,
issued by Education and
Ass’n.
Recreational Guides headquarters, have
proved of great value in exploitation of
films and in teaching film appreciation.
Resent Playdate Imprint
“As soon as a film is previewed and it
is deemed worthy of a guide, we do our
utmost to issue a guide in advance of the
release date,” Dr. Lewin said. “What we
object to is the stamping or imprinting
of the play date on the front or back of
the study guides by the local exhibitors.
This converts a fine piece of educational
material into a mere throwaway. It destroys the purpose of the guide as a builder of good will for the exhibitors in the
schools in relation to pictures of interest
to teachers and students, because teachers
and principals resent this sort of thing.

LEGION REVIEWER
desire.”
FINDS FILM ACCORD
New York — A unanimity of opinion on
the moral content of films exists between
the reviewing committees in the east and
the producers in Hollywood, Mrs. James F.
Looram, chairman of the motion picture
department of the International Federation of Catholic Alumnae, said at the
annual luncheon of the Legion of Decency
reviewers here on Monday.
The federation’s film department, which
serves as the reviewing committee for the
Legion of Decency, was given high praise
by Rev. Dr. Edward Roberts Moore, representative of Cardinal Hayes on the motion picture council of the New York archdiocese.
Dr. Moore said that the work of the
department was “not only of tremendous
value to the church but has been of great
value to the country

29

New York — Opening of “The Hit Parade” at the Rivoli here has been advanced
from early in June to May 29. This is
the first Republic picture to play the
Broadway first run.

as a whole.”

GB Schedule Progress
New

York — GB’s current season’s program will be 95 per cent finished with the

completion of “Dr. Syn,” starring George
Arliss, now well along in production, the
home office said this week. Prints are
expected

within

the

next

few

weeks

on

“King Solomon’s Mines” and “Gangway,”
new Jessie Matthews musical.
GISHES

MAY

impression

distribution of study guides on motion pictures to schools in advance of local showings is not desirable was corrected this
week by Dr. William Lewin of Newark,

“What we propose is that exhibitors
should let us send these materials direct to
the schools, with the understanding that,
where it can be arranged, the exhibitor
should defray the cost, if the schools so

Follow Film Trade

the film industry
zation.

Notes

The Eagle. 1431 Central Ave., Brooklyn,
has closed and is expected to reopen in
about two weeks under new management.
It is a 500-seat
the Luxor.

Catholic
Group
"Red''
Filmsto Fight

EXPLAINS ATTITUDE
TOWARD STUDY GUIDE

IN CAPITAL

Washington — Lillian and
have

Dorothy

Gish

taken a house here in the Georgetown section. They plan to spend the entire summer while their mother, Mrs. May

ment.
Robinson

Gish,

is taking
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BROADWAY
(Continued

from page 13)

Corum, New York American sports writef
and announcer for the sports series known
by his name, which Hancock directs.
Corum is on the mend, however. Hancock
plans to go to the coast for the RKO convention and will remain there, making his
base of operations in Hollywood. He formerly worked out of New York for Van Beuren. He will supervise 13 musicals and
direct 13 sports pictures, all one-reelers.
Mel Albert’s wedding to Pearl Fleischman, daughter o/ the Long Island theatre
operator, takes place June 16 at the St.
Moritz Hotel here. Mel is associated with
Weisman, Quinn, Allen & Spett, general
counsel to the IOTA . . . Louis Lifton, advertising and publicity head for Monogram,
passed another milestone last week . . .
Mrs. Eddie Smith, wife of the New York
Strand treasurer, is recuperating from an
emergency operation . . . Ethel Altman,
secretary to Fay White of Loew’s real
estate department, was married to Al
Mishket, Sunday.
Stanton Griffis, Paramount executive
committee chairman, is back from a Florida vacation . . . When B. S. Moss, operator
of the new Criterion on Broadway, returns from Europe June 14 he’s expected
to announce television for the new intimate house he’s building at Broadway and
49th St. . . . Harry Buxbaum, New York
branch manager for 20th Century-Fox,
and Joe Lee, sales manager, left Tuesday
for the coast and convention . . . David
Selznick headed a party of Selznick International personnel back to the coast late
last week after a series of conferences in
New York on forthcoming product. In the
party were Mrs. Selznick, Irving and Mrs.
Berlin, William Wellman, Ben Hecht, Robert Carson, Barbara Keon and Mrs. Jock
Whitney.
Dave Mendelsohn of National Screen
Service is the proud poppa of one Beverly
Ann, recently arrived at Knickerbocker
Hospital . . . Assistant Manager Harold

Industry Expects Okay of
Philly "Nuisance" Taxes
Philadelphia — The

New Tax Proposal for
Washington
Washington — The

city heads

have

approved a 2 per cent sales tax exemptmg necessities as the final item
in their reveyiue-producing program
which includes additional levies on
automobiles, gasoline, inheritance
and insurance. It is understood that
this new proposal by the D. C. commissioners, and their special tax
committee will be put mto shape
within a feiv days and then submitted for government legislation. It is
a question in the minds of many local showmen whether this tax will
have to be considered as a gross receipt tax and absorbed rather than
passed on through a change in admission prices.

Circuit Must Show
Pact Share Taxable
New

York — National

circuits

closing

deals for product in New York will be
charged with the burden of proof to show
what portion of the revenue from the contract is subject to the city’s two per cent
sales tax, the city comptroller’s office said
this week. This is being done in order to
relieve municipal auditors from burdensome bookkeeping.

Zeltner of Loew’s Rio has been transferred
to the Alpine in Brooklyn, replacing Bob
Hawthorne, resigned . . . Irving Windisch,
New York Strand press agent, has taken
on three pounds since taking title to a
new Chevrolet. The car he traded in for it
required too much push.

showing the extent to which the city’s
sales tax applies. In the event this is not
done we will tax the entire contract. We

Joe Felder, manager of the local Monogram exchange, will hold an all-day house
warming June 3 to set things in motion
officially. Charles Penser, formerly with
GB sales here, is the latest addition to

are shifting the burden to the circuits.”
Where contracts allow for cancellations
the revenue obtained by distributors for
pictures that are paid for although not
played is also regarded as taxable.

Felder’s staff . . . Eugen Picker, Irving
Wormser and Arthur Gottlieb were to have
spent the holiday weekend in Montreal . . .
“Dinty” Moore, who watches over the destinies of the Strand, planned some deep-sea
angling with a party of homeoffice officials
out Penconic Bay way . . . Laurence Bolognino, head of Consolidated Amusements,
has recovered from a brief illness.
Jules Eckert Goodman’s play, “The Great
Romancer,” has been sold for London production to Bronson Albery. The Florence
Strauss agency closed the deal . . . The
Filmarte has booked “African Holiday” for
(Continued on page 18)
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“When a group contract is made,” a city
official said, “we expect the theatre circuit to give us a breakdown of the deal

“The amount of liquidated damage in
the event a contracted-for picture is not
played is entirely within the taxable
structure,” this official said. The reference
was to the amount collected by a distributor for a rejected picture if an exhibitor
other than the original contractee takes it.
Although United Artists has decided not
to appeal from the New York court of
appeal’s decision upholding application of
the tax on film rentals within the city
limits, counsel for other major companies
have not reached a similar decision. They
have until June 13 to extend their efforts
to invalidate the ruling, with a U. S. supreme court review as a last resort.

“nuisance

taxes” —

most of which vitally affect the moving
picture industry — will be given the okay
by the city council finance committee.
Councilman Bernard Samuel, chairman,
announced Monday night.
The tax measures, which were proposed
at the behest of Mayor Wilson to balance
the city’s lop-sided budget are:
1. Admission tax of one cent on each
25-cent admission to replace the state
amusement tax which expires next month.
2. A footage tax on motion picture films.
3. A tax on advertising billboard space.
4. A tax of $5 on vending machines.
5. A tax on parking lots.
6. A tax on conduits, ground rents and
service outlets.
The taxes are expected to raise $10,000,000 a year, Samuel predicted.
Both independent and chain exhibitors

are preparing to put up a vehement protest when these measures are up for a
public hearing in the council chambers
probably within the next two weeks.

MAYER

AND SEIDLITZ

PROMOTED
BY LOEW'S
York — Seymour Mayer,
manager of

New

Loew’s Pitkin, Brooklyn, and Maurice
Seidlitz, manager of the circuit’s east side
houses, were this week promoted to district managers by C. C. Moskowitz, Loew’s
executive. The appointments are a result
of the death of Carl Levi, district manager. Both men have served many years
with Loew’s, rising from the ranks.
Mayer will have charge of the Pitkin,
Palace, Premier, Warwick, Willard, Hillside and Valencia theatres. Seidlitz will
have supervision of the Commodore, Hollywood, Avenue B, Delancey, Apollo, Canal,
Broadway and Gates theatres.
Al Weiss, manager of the Oriental,
Brooklyn, has replaced Mayer as manager
of the Pitkin.

Band Leader Would
Tax Star Photos
Washington — A

comedy

note

was

struck here when a local paper interviewed Orchestra Leader Richard
Himber, who arrived determined to
lay his plan for a federal tax on fan
photos of film, stage and radio idols
before Chairman Pat Harrison of the
senate finance committee. Himber
estimated that fans sent in some 60
million requests a year, which should
be taxed at 10 cents each. When
asked whether it should be classed
as a luxury or a nuisance tax, Himber cited the fact that it was indeed a luxury to get a photo of a
man like Robert Taylor.
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Philadelphia Union
Reports Concessions
Philadelphia — An
agreement between
exchange management and officials of the
Film Exchange Employes Union was
reached at a meeting last Friday in New
York, it was announced here Monday.
The proposed contract is to be presented
to the general membership of the local
with a recommendation that it be accepted.
Concessions

William R. Rodgers, Metro general salesmanager, headed the committee representing the major exchanges.
Union negotiators were: Harry Dressier,
Fox shipper; Oliver Guilfoyle, Warner
booker; Harry Bache, Metro poster man,
and Margaret Fogarty, Metro inspectress.
The local numbers 239 exchange employes, a 100 per cent organization, Cohan
asserted. He said practically all of the
union’s

demands were granted by the exchanges with very little compromising
necessary.

INDEMNITY REVIEW IS
DENIED MOVIETONEWS
— The U. S. supreme court
denied the application of
Inc., and the Globe Indemnreview of a New York state

court

decision awarding women’s compensation for an accident to a Movietone
newsreel cameraman in Sequoia National
Park in California two years ago.
The employer and the insurance company had contended that the New York
State Workmen’s Compensation law did
not apply in federal territory. The deceased employe, Allyn P. Alexander, had
been taking sound pictures from an airplane when the machine crashed resulting in the death of all the occupants including four army men. Alexander, one
of the newsreel company’s head cameramen, had been with Fox Movietone for six
years.

Monogram

Readies Four

New York — Of the 26 features and 16
westerns on the Monogram program for
1937-38, four are being readied for release and four more will be before the
cameras by mid-June, said W. Ray Johnston, president, prior to leaving for the
coast late this week for production conferences.

LEWIS

ALLEN

BROWNE

Englewood, N. J. — Lewis Allen Browne,
newspaper man and dramatist, died in Englewood Hospital on Monday at the age of
61. He joined Selznick Pictures Corp. in
1919, serving as continuity writer until
1924.
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Harrisburg,

Pa. —

Governor

Earle

vetoed the state “Sunday movie”
amendment bill which this week passed the senate after house approval.
The chief executive declared it would
be “bad sportsmanship” to permit “a
one-sided” referendum. The bill provided that towns not having Sunday
shows might vote on the measure in
November, regardless of how recently
a petition for them had been taken.

^ORK
is progressing rapidly on the two
new theatres on Rappahannock St.
Elmer Brient expects to have his house
ready for the fall season, and Charlie
Somma says that he expects to open around
the first of October. The other CoulterSomma house in Highland Park was started last week with opening set for October.
Ben Pitts has also started on his house on
25th St., and the new Lichtman colored
theatre on Church Hill will open in the
early fall.
Fred

Won

At the New York meeting, the exchanges
agreed to recognize the union, grant a
closed shop, paid vacations, a 40-hour
week, and a raising of minimum wages,
Cohan said.

Washington
on Monday
Movietonews,
ity Co. for a

Pennsylvania's Sunday
Show Bill Is Vetoed

AWARDS ARE GIVEN
CAPITAL WARNERMEN
Washington — Trophies along with cash
bonuses went as awards to five Warner
theatre

managers in this territory for exploitation and boxoffice records during the
months of December, January and February.

Don Nichols of the Broadway Theatre,
Charlotte, N. C., for the best exploitation
in the entire zone. James W. Root, of the
Tivoli, Washington; Frank Boucher, Metropolitan, Baltimore, and Frank Shaffer, of
the Virginia Theatre, Harrisonburg, Va.,
received the prizes for the best exploitation in their districts. George Payette
of the Maryland 'Theatre, Hagerstown,
took the laurels for the best boxoffice record in the zone during these three months.

Beiersdorf, Warner salesman recently elevated to exchange manager in
Washington, under Bob Smeltzer, will move
his family to Washington September 1.
Fred’s wife is a Richmond girl . . . John
Curtis Caldwell, owner and operator of
houses in Appomattox and Drake’s Branch,
was in town last week and stated that he
expected
to add a house to his circuit very
shortly.

Muriel

NAMES
PERSONNEL

New York — The sales personnel that will
assist Joseph Felder, branch manager for
Monogram here, was announced late last
week by W. Ray Johnston, Monogram
president.
Jerry Wilson will cover Long Island and
New York State; Sid Kulick, New Jersey;
William Raynor, Brooklyn, and Charles
Penser, Manhattan.
The New York exchange is one of three
branches operated by the company, the
others being Washington and Philadelphia.

secretary

to

Frank

that tonsil operation . . . Alex Ravdin addressed the movie club of Binford Junior
High School . . . Mrs.
ley, chairman, censor
ited Charlotte, N. C.
Irving Martin,
at Loew’s
Baltimore,
Other

MONOGRAM
NEW YORK

Stevenson,

O’Brien, is back from her vacation, spent
in Indianapolis visiting relatives. Charlie
Somma is feeling 100 per cent better since

Elizabeth C. Chalkboard, recently vis-

former

assistant

manager

and now managing Loew’s in
was a visitor in town last week.

visitors included Wade Pearson, district manager for Neighborhood Theatres

in Arlington County; Eddie McEvoy, eastern sales manager RKO Radio Pictures;
Bob

Foilliard, Washington exchange manager RKO; Fred Rohrs, new Washington
manager. United Artists, on his first trip
down; George Gill, the ever smiling Trio
manager;

Elbert Grover, RKO sales representative; Bob Campbell, United Artists

salesman; “Arley” Brooks
sky, Erpi engineers.

and Ralph

Kant-

The Theatrical Duckpin League finished
up last week with the Byrd team leading

SAM SHUMER IS GN s
NEW STORY EDITOR

with Lee & Loew’s in a tie for second
place, to be run off next week. The Strand
team grabbed fourth place prize money,
followed by National and Carillon. The
personnel of the pennant-winning Byrd
team was Captain Bob Coulter, Frank
Woods, George Stitzer, Stewart Tucker
and Leroy Ford.

New York — Sam Shumer, eastern story
editor for Grand National, this week was
appointed story editor in charge of the
department with headquarters in New
York.

EXPECT ROXY PLAN
VALIDITY BY AUG. I

He succeeds Sidney M. Bidden, recently
resigned to enter independent production
in Hollywood. There is a possibility Biddell
will effect a releasing arrangement with
GN.

Sabath Bill Revised
Washington — The Sabath bankruptcy
reform bill, up for reconsideration by the
house judiciary committee, was voted out
favorably Thursday with an amendment
transferring the power of conservator from
the comptroller of currency to the securities and exchange commission.

New York — With federal court hearings
on the motion to confirm the Roxy Theatres Corp., reorganization plan now scheduled for June 4, it is expected that confirmation of the plan will be handed down
about August 1.
Twentieth Century-Fox had specified
federal court approval of the plan by July
1 as a condition of its offer to purchase
the assets of the corporation in receivership. It is considered highly probable, in
view of the delay, that 20th Century will
extend that date. The decision on the
plan is to be given by Federal Judge
Francis G. Caffey.
BOXOFTICE
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WASHIMGTOW
^

HAPPY combination of vacation and
convention time has local filmites basking in gay mood. Distant workers from
far off lands visited Sam Wheeler on their
trek to the 20th Century-Fox convention,
in the persons of L. De Jardino, from
Egypt, M. Paucker, from Roumania and
E. V. Hake, assistant chief foreign representative. With regal touch Sam arranged
their meeting the Italian, Roumanian and
Egyptian ministers. Sara Young unrolled
several feet of ticket and beat Chief
Wheeler and his corps to the convention
start for the gold coast when she left a
day early to glimpse Grand Canyon. Then
comes two weeks leave she will spend viewing the splendors of the west.

JUNE 22 PICKED FOR
RKO REVAMP HEARING
New

York — Hearings

on

the

RKO

re-

organization plan in the U. S. district
court here are now scheduled to start on
June 22.
An estimate of more than $5,000,000
profit for the company this year was made
at hearings this week before Special Master Alger by an accountant for the independent stockholders’ protective committee, which opposes the reorganization plan.
This estimate challenged earnings forecasts made earlier by proponents of the
plan, which the independent committee
claims do not represent a fair expectancy
for the year. It has been estimated that
RKO’s theatre subsidiaries should show a
profit of $2,173,849 this year.

Republic’s duo, Sam and Jake Flax, also
anstver their convention roll call in Los
Angeles after which brief interval Jake
visits a week in Seattle with his friend
Herndon Edmonds, onetime D. C. branch
manager for Fox . . . Mrs. Buck Wilder,

ENGLAND BROS. GET
PHILLY BANK NIGHT

wife of Virginia’s MPTO head, is visiting friends on the coast while Bob Folliard
and RKO eastern sales manager, Eddie
McEvoy, visited Buck, perhaps to console
. . . Gene Ford will shortly journey to Manager Jones’ Loew Theatre, in Richmond,
and there put on the first local talent revue staged by his firm in the Old Dominion, this to be sponsored by the town’s
News-Leader.

cal distributors of Bank Night, have acquired the franchise for its handling in
Philadelphia from Affiliated Enterprises,
Inc., Bank Night owners.
Art England has established headquarters in Philadelphia where he will look
after the enterprise.
Art England last week said that over
40 new accounts have started Bank Night
in the Philadelphia territory.

The Tivoli’s Jimmy Root, and Peggy
Mathoit of the Warner office, will meet
the minister June 5 and then use that
ream of tickets for a three-week Havana
honeymoon . . . Capitol theatredom greeted the Ray Bells now back from distant
France, Italy and other lands . . . Ray,
bronzed as a Tarzan, attacks a heaped
desk even though he is reported to have
won 1,500 francs in the French lottery . . .
Mike Cullen, now Loew’s city manager for
the smoky city and formerly in the same
capacity here, is in town, maybe for a
breath of fresh air.

Pittsburgh — Mort

and

Art England,

lo-

McLellan With Telco
New

York — Ralph

McLellan,

formerly

in charge of the contract department at
Universal studios on the coast, has been
appointed sales manager of the Telco
Corp., which is opening a color printing
plant in Hollywood.

Executives Shifted
in Skouras Shakeup
New

York — Designed

to produce

a more

effective and spirited theatre operation, a
recent circuit-wide shakeup in executive
personnel of Skouras metropolitan theatres
has resulted in numerous changes.
Among the district heads, Herman Starr
has been transferred from New Jersey to
supervision of the Bronx-Manhattan zone,
with the Westchester district of the New
York area going to Harry Fuchs. Monty
Salmon has assumed supervision of the
Jersey City houses, with headquarters at
the
State.
Notis Komenos
has beencounties.
put in'
charge
of Bergen
and Rockland
Shifts in theatre managers
has brought Bob
McGregor of the Nemo. Manhattan to the recently
acciuired Bronxville, with Burt Hoffman
succeeding at the Nemo.
Ken Henry of the Plaza, Bronx,
lias gone to the Scarsdale in Westchester. Arnold
(’hildhouse of the Kivoli, Hempstead,
L. 1., replaces Henry.
Jack Squiers jr., has been made manager of the
Capitol, Portchester, the post made vacant by the
elevation of Fuch to district head. Arthur Jones,
former manager
of the Scarsdale, assists Squiers.
Bill Walsh, assistant at the Riverside, Manhattan,
has been moved to a similar post at the Riviera,
Manhattan.
Alfred Simon replaces Walsh.
Hank
Lowry
has gone from the State. Jersey
City, N. J., to manager
of the Rivoli, Hempstead.
Dick Carnegie has been shifted from the Steinway,
Astoria, L. I., to the Playhouse, Great Neck, L. I.,
with Jack Toomey,
formerly of the Manhasset,
Manhasset, L. I., taking over the Steinway.
Rick Rickies has moved
from the Broadway,
Astoria, L. I., to assistant managership
of the
Boulevard, Jackson Heights, D. I. Vinnie lorio,
assistant at the Steinway, has been transferred to
the Playhouse, with the Steinway post going to
Vic McNeill, formerly of the Boulevard.
Monty Salmon has been assigned to manage
the
State in Jersey City in addition to supervision
of the other Jersey City houses. Jack Roth is the
new manager
at the Oritani, Hackensack.
George
Posner has been made
assistant manager
at the
Liberty, Elizabeth, N. J.
Sam
Thorne
is now
assistant at the State, and Tom
Burns at tin
Capitol, lioth in Hackensack.

Baltimorians Maurice Oletsky and Harry
Vogelstein were in with the word that a
new theatre is in the cards for the shades
of the Mayfair Gardens . . . They tell also
of the basketfull of samoulians Tommy
Goldberg is purported to be lavishing on
remodeling his Walbrook . . . Which reminds that Fred Clarke’s Earle musicians
have blossomed out with new grey outfits
for the summer spell . . . Then there’s plans
afoot for C. C. Ward, owner of the Bassett, Bassett, Va., to take over the Stone
Theatre in the same hamlet.

Bernadotte Crouch, daughter of Warner’s George Crouch, was heard as a soprano in solo concert at Gunston Hall
where she will be the only student of music
to graduate June 1 . . . Frank Taylor led
his Columbia nine against the Moving Picture Machine Operators’ Local Union team
and limped off to the score of nine-one
. . . Frank still believes they rang in the
Georgetown Variety team . . . Helen Starkey, Warner inspectress, is at Georgetown
hospital with a petite baby sonny.
$25,000 FOR REPAIRS
Washington — Approximately

$25,000 will

be spent on redecorating the National Theatre following the close of “Lost Horizon.”
BOXOFFICE

:: May 29, 1937.

A group of merry makers and trophy winners at the annual golf tournament
and banquet dance tossed by Tent No. 11, Washington chapter of the Variety
Clubs. Left to right, standing: Charles Schulman, club member; Eddie McEvoy, eastern sales manager for RKO; Mrs. R. J. Folliard. wife of RKO
Washington branch manager; Miss Mildred Phillips, Mrs. Joseph Bernheimer and Joseph Bernheimer, projectionist for the Little Theatre. Seated:
David Sadel, husband to Irene Sadel, secretary to Loew’s Division Manager
Carter Barron; Mrs. Ben Lust.
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Delai] Examination
in Harry Brandt Suit
New York — At the request of defense
counsel, the examination before trial of
C. C. Moskowitz, Loew’s theatre executive,
in the suit brought by Harry Brandt, head
of the Brandt circuit and president of the
ITOA, has been postponed to June 3 in
the offices of Weisman, Quinn, Allen &
Spett, ITOA counsel. The action is over
Brandt’s attempt to restrain Loew’s from
playing films on a five and two-day split
week and to enjoin five distributors from
supplying product to Loew’s on that basis.
The examination was scheduled for May 27.

Amend

Action

Against

Local

Local 306. operator’s union. Allied M. P.
Operators’ Union and the Independent
Theatre Owners Assn., after Supreme
Court Justice Aaron J. Levy dismissed the
original complaint on technical grounds.
The

action seeks to invalidate the contract made between Allied, the IOTA and
Local 306 in January, 1937, because it was
not ratified by the ITOA board of directors, and asks that the contract executed
between Allied and the IOTA be permitted
to run to its date of termination in June,
1943.

Questioned

in Suit

New

York- — Morgan Wallace and Lawrence S. Lawrence have been ordered by
Federal Judge John W. Clancy to answer
11 interogatories in their suit against 20th
Century-Fox

charging

piracy of the plain-

tiffs’ play, “Congratulations,” also known
as "On Missouri Shores and How” in the
defendant’s picture. “Thanks a Million.”
An injunction, damages and an accounting
of the profits is asked.

Suit

satisfaction was expressed by exhibitors over the veto by Governor
Lehman on constitutional grounds of the
bill which would have legalized dog racing. Buffalo theatres were perhaps the
hardest hit of any in the state during the
period when such sport was legalized, with
two tracks nearby in active operation and
others about to be started. The bill was

Baltimore — A unique group of patrons on Saturdays invade Harry Silvers’ Overlea Theatre, located on
Belair road on the outskirts of town.
As a reward for weekly good behavior, inmates of the Maryland School
for the Blind are allowed to attend
the show.

opposed by theatre exhibitors in letters to
their assemblymen and state senators from
the time it was introduced in the legislature.

As guests of the theatre they fix
their sightless eyes upon the screen
and, according to Silvers, eiijoy the
dialogue and sound action to a far
greater extent than the majority of

Harry Goldsmith, district inanager for
Schine at Buffalo, has returned from a

his better equipped patrons. Western and action thrillers are their favorites and they follow the serials
ivith a weekly fervor.

ture of the same name. The amount
settlement was not made known.

“Ecstasy”
New

York

—

Discontinued

New York — Action was discontinued in
U. S. district court here late last week in
the suit brought by Barnett Binkowitz
and Frederick Patrick against Harry Link,
John Mercer, Matt Malneck, Irving Berlin.
Inc., and RKO, charging infringement of

Title

Eureka

of

Protected
Productions,

Inc.,

was

this week granted a permanent injunction by Justice Isidore Wasservogel in
N. Y. supreme court against Intimate
Theatre, Inc., and Metropolis Pictures
Corp., restraining the defendants from
using the word “Ecstasy” in the title of
the film, “Ecstasy of Young Love.”

Magazine

Sues

Columbia

New York — Suit has been filed in U. S.
district court here by Plain Talk magazine
against Columbia Pictures and Screen
Classics magazine for alleged infringement
of a short story, “Norton, the First Emperor of America,” which appeared in the
January, 1928, issue of Plain Talk. The defendants are charged with making a short
subject of the same name based on the
story “without the formality of purchasing
the screen rights.” The plaintiffs seek
a permanent injunction, an accounting of
profits and $50 for each exhibition of the
picture.
RKO

Song

MUCH

306

New York — An amended complaint was
filed in N. Y. supreme court here Wednesday by John M. Keating, attorney for
Gotham Amusement Corp. and six other
independent exhibitors, in a suit against

Plaintiffs

B lU IF IF A IIL CO

Well-Behaved Blind Enjoy Free Show

Claim

Denied

meeting of Schine representatives at Gloversville, much enthused over the summer
policies of the chain and the outlook for
the rest of the year . . . The Playhouse at
Ticonderoga has passed into the hands of
Kallett -Comer ford Corp. who will spend
considerable money in modernizing and
re?nodeling it ... The Capitol at Syracuse
has closed while the Capitol at Binghamton has dropped vaudeville for a straight
film policy . . . It is reported that George
Kress, owner of the Hudson at Rochester,
wants to retire after a quarter of a century at the helm of that playhouse and
that it will be sold.
The State at Syracuse has installed new
sound . . . The Laurel, after remodeling,
has reopened as the Jarvis. Among its new
equipment is a new projector . . . Harry
Berson of Buffalo, who has acquired the
Monogram franchise for the Buffalo and
Albany territories, will open offices on the
fifth floor of the Film Exchange Bldg, on
June 1 . . . Ted O’Shea, manager of M-G-M,
has recovered from an illness . . . The Haven at Glean has a new attractive front.
The Academy at Buffalo also is sporting
new

marquee and a newly decorated entrance. . . Irving Gettman will run the

“Open Air
amusement
son.

THOMPSON TO HEAD
ADVERTISING COUNCIL
New

New York — A $5,161 claim of the Trenton Advertising Co. against RKO was expunged this week by Federal Judge William
Bondy, confirming the report of Special
Master Richard B. Scandrett jr. The claim
was for alleged breach of contract to post
bills advertising RKO theatres.

Movie Show” at the Celeron
park during the coming sea-

York — Lester

Thompson,

acting

director of the Advertising Advisory Council of MPPDA since the death of J. J. McCarthy in February, was named director
of that organization Thursday.
Thompson had served as assistant to
McCarthy since the organization of the
council three years ago.

the plaintiff’s copyrighted song. “Eenee
Meenee Minee Mo,” in an RKO picture.
Sues
Warner-Esmonde

Settlement

New York — Settlement of the $15,000
damage suit against Warner Bros. Pictures,
First National, the Vitagraph Corp., and
the Vitaphone Corp. by Mary Louise Esmonde McFadden. executrix of the estate
of Elmer

Ellsworth McFadden, known professionally as Edward Esmonde, was revealed when Federal Judge Murray Hulbert vacated a bond filed by the defendant.
The action charged infringement of the
title, “Girl
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Trouble,”

in the

Warner

pic-

London

allegedly

due

on

Affirms "Bank" Ruling

Firm

New York — George McLeod Baynes has
filed a $30,000 suit in New York supreme
court against Atlantic Film Productions,
Ltd., of London, to recover commissions
distribution

of the

At-

lantic picture, “Thunder Over the City.”
The plaintiff declared his contract called
for 10 per cent of the gross derived from
the film’s distribution, which he claimed
to have arranged through Columbia, and
that on the basis of Columbia’s reported
receipts of over $500,000, he is entitled to
further remuneration.

Buffalo — The system carried on in the
Shea Theatre for operation of Bank Nights
whereby

patrons sign their names in a registration book, is legal in the opinion of
Corporation Counsel Gregory U. Harmon
who

based his conclusion on a recent decision handed down by the court of appeals. As a result of this opinion. Commissioner of Police James W. Higgins sent

cut orders to precinct police heads to act
accordingly, which is taken to mean that
if local theatres utilize a registration book
that they will face no police interference.
BOXOFnCE
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BROADWAY
(Continued

from page 15)

FRED SCHWARTZ BUYS
FOR CENTURY CIRCUIT
New

a June 3 premiere. It’s the work of Mr.
and Mrs. Harry C. Pearson . . . GB’s “Silent
Barriers” has been hooked for RKO’s metropolitan circuit starting June 21 .. .
“Under

the Red Robe,” New World production released through 2Qth Century-Fox,
opens at the Little Carneigie May 31.
Note to homeoffice foreign publicity
heads: Beware of two slick looking gents,
looking for money, and posing as relatives
of Alexander Korda. Dave Blum of M-G-M
and Albert Deane of Paramount have both
been “approached.” The would-be collectors fled when Deane offered to let them
talk to Korda on the phone.
James Melton has bought the James I.
Clark hilltop estate at Weston, Conn.
There’s a tool house, barn, guest house,
studio, an eight-room main house and 26
acres . . . Phillips Holmes will star in and
direct two English-made films to be released through British International . . .
Lowell Thomas will keep his radio schedule intact by broadcasting from Los Angeles and four different cities en route to
and returning from the 20th Century-Fox
coast convention . . . Richard Watts jr.,
drama critic of the New York Herald Tribune, and Mrs. Watts sailed for Europe
this week on the Lafayette.
Adolph Haas, New York assistant to J.
Don Alexander, president of Alexander
Film Co. of Colorado Springs, Colo., is
proving himself the genial host to members
of the New York industry aboard the Alexander yacht, “2 Smiles.” On Saturday he
entertained members of the trade press and
others on a cruise up Long Island sound
and 011 Wednesday similarly hosted members of the Independent Theatre Owners
Ass’n. Assisting Haas were Charles Light,
Alexander export manager, and Walter J.
Lynch of Precision Film Laboratories.
Ampa’s final luncheon meeting until
September featured a galaxy of talent
in the persons of Milton Berle and Mitzi
Green, by courtesy of Rutgers Neilson of
RKO. The session was Thursday at Sardi’s,
largest turnout of Ampaites in some
months. Patsy Kelly, also on the dais,
took a bow. Paul Lazarus jr., vice-president in the absence of President Ralph
Nolan who was at the Hoblitzelle-Interstate
circuit meeting in Galveston, Tex. At a
business session following it was unanimously decided to have the auditing committee keep close rein on the Ampa’s financial records. The members also voted
unanimously to approve the books of the
last administration as in perfect order. A
guest was Capt. Paul Kimberley, managing
director of National Screen Service, Ltd.,
in England, who is in New York with Mrs.
Kimberley and Arthur Nye, NSS field manager in Great Britain, on a three-weeks
business and pleasure trip.

York — Fred

Schwartz,

BOXOFnCE
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son of A. H.

of Century

Circuit, has

been made

film buyer for the chain’s metropolitan theatres, and with Joe Springer
and Sam Goodman, also new appointees,
will handle general supervision of operation. The appointments follow the resignation of Charles Moses and Edward Hyman.
Springer was formerly purchasing agent
and office manager, and Goodman was a
roving supervisor. Both men have been
with Century for a number of years. No
successor had been appointed by late this
week for Norman Prager, Long Island zone
manager, who also resigned recently.

20th-Fox by Minutes!
Washington — Fox

Movietone,

due to the

clever manipulating of Loew’s District
Manager Carter Barron, was the first to
show newsreel coronation shots in Washington. All newsreels reached the local
airport at 8:20 p. m. and Barron stole a
march on competition by having a police
escort which brought the film to the Capitol Theatre by 8:28. A break in the program permitted screening at 8:37. TransLux got under way with their shots at
8:52, with the Earle showing Paramount
at 9:01 and Keith’s Pathe unreeling about
this same time.

New

Monogram's
First
York — Monogram’s first

release

will be “Blazing Barriers,” a story of the
CCC camps starring Edward Arnold, W.
Ray Johnston, president, told Boxoffice
here this week. The company’s aviation
picture, “Atlantic Plight,” for which Johnston this week signed trans-Atlantic flier
Dick Merrill, will be released later in the
season.

Loewites Upped
Washington — Jack

Fox,

assistant

man-

ager of the Columbia Theatre here, will
take up his duties as assistant to Manager Robert Russell of the Poll Theatre,
New Haven, Conn, Taking Pox’s place,
Herbert Campbell has been advanced from
chief of service at Loew’s Capitol. Campbell began with the Fox theatre five years
ago as usher.

Bows to Blues
Philadelphia — Despite

the

fact

that

Sunday shows are legal in Audobon, N. J.,
they will not be shown, due to the opposition of the town’s clergymen. This announcement was made Monday by Judge
Joseph Varbalow, operator of theatres in
Audobon and Oaklyn, at a meeting of
ministers.

JJARRY
WEINER,
Frank
and
Bill Clark
returned
fromMcNamee
the Variety
Club golf tournament in Washington but
wouldn’t let anyone take a gander at their
scores . . . Perry Lessy, impresario of the
Diamond Theatre, eloped last Thursday
with that “swell girl” he’s been talking
about.
DeLite Sales has merged with Quality
Premiums. DeLite will handle games and
Quality the giveaways . . . Jim Clark, Harry
Weiner, Dave Molliver, Percy Bloch and
Charlie Zagrans are among the film men
in the Ashbourne Golf Derby.
Ted Schlanger will head the committee
tendering the testimonial to Jim Clark,
July 12 . . . Mike Levy, new ad sales manager for RKO, has an interesting background. He holds a Phd. from the University of Madrid, an A.B. from C. C. N. Y.,
and speaks five languages fluently including the Gaelic. He’s a native of Belfast,
Ireland.
The gang had a swell time at Charlie
Segall’s cocktail party the other dawning
. . . Ditto at Leo Krieger’s . . . Along with
Wally Simpson, Ethel duPont and Mary
Pickford, the blonde manicurist at the Exchange Barber Shop will be a June bride
. . . Les Schivartz is out as manager of the
Stanton. Nat Watkins was moved up in
his place.
Harry Weisbrod now is connected with
M-G-M . . . Warner has put in Bango at
five more neighborhood houses — Sedgwick,
Germantown, Ambler, Ardmore and Grove
. . . Mike Katz, of Hollywood, reports his
child getting better from a siege of scarlet
fever . . . Leonard Hettelson is getting
ready for an operation.

WARNER MAY ERECT
WILMINGTON UNIT
Philadelphia — Negotiations

Gift Rap From Jersey
N. J. — A

resolution

condemn-

ing Bank Night and similar boxoffice devices was passed at a recent meeting
here of the Finer Films Federation of New
Jersey, attended by several hundred representatives of motion picture groups, including 300 Trenton high school students.

are in prog-

ress for a motion picture theatre to be
built in Wilmington by the Stanley-Warner Co. It will seat 2,000. A central downtown location is being considered, a Warner official said, and will have a parking
space nearby.
Other

Theatre

News

Comerford circuit plans to build a new
1,200-seat theatre in Bloomsburg, Pa.
Phillip Harrison and Harry Fried will
reopen the Lawndale Theatre June 4.
The house formerly was operated by
Warner.
Jack H. Greenberg reopened his Park
Theatre, Stone Harbor, N. J., Saturday,
May 28.

MRS.

Trenton,

Gustave Schaefer, Universal’s export
manager, and Joe Weil, the company’s director of exploitation, returned Friday from
western points, Schaefer from the Los Angeles convention and Weil from the Interstate circuit convention in Galveston, Tex.

head

Schwartz,

PliHIIIIIlLAPElLPlIHIlIA

New

ANNA

BLUMENSTOCK

York — Funeral

RITES

services were

sched-

uled for Monday at the Riverside Memorial
Chapel here for Mrs. Anna Blumenstock,
mother of Mort Blumenstock, Warner Bros,
advertising director, and Sid Blumenstock,
in charge of the company’s advertising in
Atlantic City theatres, who died Thursday
after a prolonged illness. Another son,
Leonard, survives.
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Goldwyn-Korda
(Continued

"Radio Cit^" Is Monument
to Rockefeller Enterprise
New

York — Rockefeller

Korda, UA member-producer and head of
London Films in England, reportedly asserted that the financing for the deal
would not come from Prudential Assurance
Co., Korda’s British backer. The producer
is said to have sought financing from Herbert V. Yates of Consolidated Film Laboratories during his current trip.. He is

Center — also

as “Radio City” — the great development of amusement and business structures towering over Manhattan’s mid-town
section, stands as a permanent monument
to the late John D. Rockefeller — a monument the ultimate cost of which is expected to be $130,000,000.

scheduled to sail "Wednesday

known

Includes

11 Buildings

“The Center” is an integral part of motion picture real estate development in
New York, housing two theatres — one, the
Music Hall, the world's largest film temple— and its RKO and RCA office buildings, which are the address of RKO, Universal, Grand National, Monogram and
sundry other motion picture enterprises,
all calling Rockefeller “landlord.”
Originally conceived as a new home for
the Metropolitan Opera, the 12-acre development fronting on Fifth and Sixth
Aves., in the most expensive section of the
city, has attained amazing proportions, as
its present stage consisting of 11 buildings.
Houses

RKO,

RCA,

Rothafel, better known as “Roxy,” the
Music Hall later switched to films and
massive stage presentation, while the Center, intended originally as a film theatre,
became a legitimate house. The Music
Hall is the Rockefellers’ best tenant from
a rental standpoint.
Construction of the first two buildings
in the vast project started when Rockefeller jr. had obtained an agreement from
such interests as Radio-Keith-Orpheum
Corp., Radio Corporation of America and
National Broadcasting Co. to rent sufficient space to give the project a sound
financial beginning. NBC is housed in the
RCA Bldg.
Rockefeller

jr.’s Son

Representative

Rockefeller sr. from the beginning took
a keen interest in the progress of the development, but never an active part personally in its planning or construction.
Rockefeller jr. directed the financing.
Nelson A. Rockefeller, son of Rockefeller
the younger, is the present representative
of the family in the Center management,
although actual operation of the enterprise
is in the hands of a board of managers.
Among other projects to benefit from
Rockefeller’s philanthropy is the Museum
of Modern Art Film Library, a non-commercial organization devoted to gathering
and showing series of films in schools and
churches as an educational endeavor. The
Film Library is in part financed under a
grant from the $183,000,000 Rockefeller
Foundation, which makes up the deficits.
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Films of Zep Crash
and Coronation Draw
New

York — Two

historic

events,

the

Hindenburg disaster, a news “break” which
proved an unexpected business bonanza for
all five newsreel companies, and the British Coronation, a carefully planned and
costly special reel, brought newsreel theatres record business during the past three
weeks.
The Hindenburg tragedy proved the
greater draw in the Broadway sector where
transients are in the majority, while the
coronation scenes aided business at the
Madison Ave. Translux house here which
draws patrons from a carriage trade obviously English in sympathies.
Records

NBC

Although the new opera house was never
built, the Rockefellers did become involved
in the amusement world through construction of the Radio City Music Hall, seating 6,000, and the Center Theatre with a
seating capacity of 3,400. Opened in 1932
as a variety house by the late Samuel S.

from page 11)

Set at Two

Houses

Scenes of the Zeppelin crash broke the
day’s record for the Broadway Translux the
Saturday following the accident, with receipts for the week adding up to the third
highest in the history of the house. Actually the disaster was the greatest news
draw, the two other top weeks for the
house being first and second weeks of the
six-weeks run of Disney’s cartoon, “Three
Little Pigs.” The management continued
receiving telephone requests for the Hindenburg pictures more than two weeks after they were first shown.
The Coronation issue had no appreciable
effect on business at the Broadway newsreel theatre but on Madison Ave. scored
the biggest business since the theatre was
opened three and a half years ago. Here
the management reported an enthusiastic
audience reaction, even to the Englishmen
in the audience standing and joining in
the singing of “God

Save the King.”

New

York — A 400-foot

home

run by Ed

Schultz of the RKO

team

in

the game activities.
with Skouras featured this week’s
diamond
Standings in the Motion Picture Baseball
League prior to Friday’s game between
Columbia and RKO for the undisputed
league leadership are:
Team

Won

Lo.st
0

RKO
Tolunibia

3

0

2

2

M-G-M

2

2

NBC

0
0

1

Aiiefla

Studios

Pet.
1.000
1.000

.500

2

.000
.500

2

.333

4

$26,000,000 FOR 20 Films
Hollywood

— United

Artists

producers

will spend $26,000,000 in the production of
20 American films and a quota of British
pictures during the 1937-38 season, George
J. Schaefer, vice-president and general
manager, announced here Wednesday.
Schaefer announced 19 definite pictures
on the program. The lineup included one
from Charles Chaplin, six from Samuel
Goldwyn, five from Walter Wanger, four
from Alexander Korda, and three from
David O. Selznick.

PATHE, PARAMOUNT
DECLARE DIVIDENDS
New

York — Dividend

Thursday

announcements

were:

on

Paramount directors declared regular
quarterly dividends of $1.50 a share on first
preferred stock and 15 cents a share on the
second preferred, payable July 1 to stockholders of record June 15.
Pathe Film Corp. directors declared a
regular quarterly dividend of $1.75 a share
on the $7 convertible preferred stock, pay22. able July 1 to stockholders of record June

International

Cinema

Hollywood — International

Loss
Cinema,

Inc.,

conducting a film laboratory business here,
for the fiscal year ended Feb. 28, 1937, reported a net loss of $15,500.68, before providing for doubtful accounts. Total income for the year was $253,381.99. G. P.
Regan, president, pointed out that this
was the first full fiscal year for the company and also the first year of operations
on what may be considered a normal scale.
Interim Dividend by Gen’l. Theatres
New
York — General Theatres Equip-

A HOMER BY SCHULTZ
RKO-SKOURAS EVENT
(“Chick”)

for England.

.000

ment Corp. this week declared an interim
dividend of 25 cents a share on the outstanding stock, payable June 28 to stockholders of record June 18.

Technicolor Re-elects
New

York — Dr. Herbert

T. Kalmus

was

re-elected president of Technicolor Corp.
at the annual directors’ meeting here
Wednesday. Others re-elected were George
F. Lewis, vice-president and secretary: L.
G. Clark, treasurer, and Miss L. A. Skinner, assistant secretary.
CAPITAL
Westminster,

STOCK

CHANGE

Md. — The

Carroll

Amuse-

ment Co. of Westminster, Md., has changed
its authorized capital stock to 7,500 shares
of preferred,
mon, par $1. par $10, and 15,000 of comBOXOrnCE

:: May

29, 1937.

analyzing

coming

Each

productions

from

the

boxoffice

angle

Exploitation Preview Is Arranged Conveniently for Clipping and Filing for Future Reference.

MIDNIGHT

MADONNA

—MAJOR-PARAMOUNT
The C'ast: Warren William, F/ank lieidier. Roliert Baldwin. Nan< y
Clancy. Mady
Correll. Edward
Ellis. Jonathan
Hale. Producer:
Emanuel
Cohen.
Dirccdiu*: James
Boehm.
Screenpla.-v : Doris Malloy,
I-lobert Pittack.

What

Flood. Original
Gladys Lehman.

Story: David
Photograpliy :

it's about:

When Vincent Long (Frank Reicher) dies he leaves his
fortune to his grand- daughter, Penelope Long (Nancy Clancy),
cutting off his wa.strel son Vinny (Robert Baldwin). The
estate is left in the guardianship of Penelope’s mother, Kay
Barrie (Mady Correll). Even while the financier is dying.
Penny is seriously ill, and Kay, broke, happens to meet Blackie
Denbo (Warren William), a gambler, while she is frantically
trying to raise money. Blackie
while Vinny schemes to obtain

helps Kay and Penny. Meancustody of Penny and the es-

tate by a suit to prove Kay’s unfitness of character. The
case is heard before Judge Clark (Edward Ellis), and Penny’s
gambling slang helps decide in favor of Vinny. Blackie finally
kidnaps Clark and shows that the testimony against Kay was
by professional perjurers.
cision reversed.

WHAT

The

to (do and HOW

case

is reopened

and

the de-

to do it:

This picture’s distinguishing characteristic is the fact
that it introduces to the screen Mady Correll, noted stage
actress, and also brings before the theatre-going public Nancy
Clancy, 4-year-old child actress. Sell these two as screen discoveries. The top screen draw in the picture is Warren William, whose name on the marquee will aid the receipts.
Before the picture has opened have the house artist prepare a lobby layout composed of full-size pictures of Miss
Correll and young Nancy, posing them in a prominent spot
in the lobby, with
comers are waiting

captions reading: “These two screen newto meet you — come along next week and be

introduced.”

SLANG

TERMS

CONTEST

Nancy’s gambling slang in the picture, picked up from
Warren William, provides a hilarious point in the courtroom
sequence. Basing the contest on some of the terms used, conduct a stunt in connection with your newspaper advertising
program for the picture in which readers turn in the longest
and most amusing lists of slang terms used by gangsters and
underwo. ld characters.
Stills are available showing William and Miss Correll at
the bedside of Nancy, who, supposedly, ill, has a thermometer
in her mouth. Plant these with grocers on milk and other
body-building foods as tieups.
Tieups with restaurants and cocktail lounges can be made
on the picture’s title, similar to: “After ‘Midnight
at the Rialto, drop in for a midnight snack.”
THROWAWAYS
IN SUBPOENA FORM
a

Madonna’

Basic theme of the picture is the problem confronted by
judge who must decide whether a notorious gambler is a

proper guardian for a four-year-old child. This can be used
as the subject of an essay contest promoted through a local
newspaper whereby club women, housewives and mothers answer the question: “What would you do in this judge’s case?”
The question might also be made the subject of an “inquiring reporter” stunt on the street or over the radio.

A(Jlines:
He Was
Inherited a
This

Cut Off
Fortune

(hiuihler’s

Without
Wliidi

I..u<k

a Penny . . . Wliile a Four- Year-Okl
He Thought
Was
His!

Turned

.

.

.

^^'hen

perate Motlier and Her Siek (’hild!
She W’as His Mascot ...
So Tliis
lion-l.iol la r Stake!
With
to

O

e

of

a

Fortune

at

tile City’s

Stake

Most

.

.

.

Tliis

Notorious
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THEY GAVE

HIM A GUN

— METRO-GOLDWYN-MAYER
Tlie

Cast;

Treen,

Franchot

Tone,

Spencer

Clift

Huber,

Harold

Tracy.

Edwards,

Gladys

George,

Trowbridge,

Charles

Mary
Gavin

Gordon, Herbert Rawlinson. Producer: Harry Rapt. Director: W. S.
Van Dyke. Original Story: William Joyce Cowen. Screenplay: Cyrii
Hume, Richard Maibaum.

What

it's about:
When Fred Willis (Spencer Tracy) and Jimmy Davis
(Franchot Tone) enlist during the World War, Jimmy accidentally becomes a hero. In a hospital, Fred falls in love with
Nurse Rose Duffy (Gladys George) who returns his love but
agrees, when she thinks Fred has been killed, to marry Jimmy.
Fred, captured by Germans, escapes but stands aside to let
them marry. Traveling with a circus after the war, Fred finds
Jimmy has become a gunman. When Rose discovers this she
turns her husband over to police, telling him she’ll wait for
him. Jimmy, thinking Rose is unfaithful, engineers a jailbreak, finds Fred and Rose and threatens to kill them. Fred
accuses him of cowardice. Jimmy is caught and shot — killed
by the man who had taught him to be a crack marksman
during the war.
WHAT

to do and HOW

to do it:

This film has a strong sociological and psychological aspect which should gear it for satisfactory appeal to the more
serious-minded audiences, telling, as it does, of the harmful
effects which the World War had on one young man who did
not want to fight. It comes as another cry for world peace
and should be generally acceptable for that reason. Give marquee and advertising credits to Franchot Tone, Spencer Tracy
and Gladys George.
Prepare a life-sized portrait of Tone as a soldier, ready
lifeto charge with fixed bayonet. Beside it place another with
sized figure of him in civilian clothing, as a gunman,
an automatic in his hand. Caption the two figures “Who
was to blame for making him a killer?’’
GANGSTER LOBBY DISPLAY

Another lobby display could be built around a layout including portraits of A1 Capone, Baby-Face Nelson, John Dillinger and other public enemies. Under each run the words:
the center of
“They gave him a gun — where is he now?”as aIn gangster.
the display place a larger portrait of Tone
As ballyhoo, at the conclusion of a performance, fire
a revolver shot behind the wings and follow it up with a
woman’s scream. Then have usher make a request for a
“doctor in the house.” Plant some one in the audience to
respond to this request. When the “doctor” asks the trouble,
have the usher say; “They gave him a gun!”
Tone, in this film, gets a serious, semi-heavy role which
radical departure from his usual debonair, free-and-easy
a
is
performances. In this regard hold a newspaper symposium
to find which way patrons prefer him.
Hold the usual special showings for American Legion
posts, women’s

clubs, etc.

SPORTING GOODS STORES
team of a local high school to attend
g
debatin
Invite the
a topic
a performance and suggest that they use its theme as
of discussion. The sociology and psychology classes, also,
writcould be invited to attend at special rates, subsequently
ing essays on the subject for a contest.
Gain some free publicity for the picture by having the
local district attorney or chief of police view it and comment
rise
on its value in depicting one of the chief reasons for the
of gangsterism in this country.
TIE WITH

g goods stores on displays of shotTie up with sportin
guns and hunting rifles.
Adlines:
and Taught Him
He’d Learned!

They Gave Him a Gun . . .
ished Him for Practicing What

Huntetl

Man

Nothing
He Was a Killer Because He Knew
He Tried to Murder His Own Wife!
When

Else

.Appeal

Emotional
WantRife
To in
Be the
a Killer!

Changed

hy

the

War

.

.
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THERE
— RKO

GOES

MY

GIRL

RADIO
The Cast: Gene Raymond,
Ann
Sothern, Richard Lane, Bradley
Page, Marla Shelton, William Corson, Frank Jenks, Maxine Jennings, Alec Craig, Gordon Jones, Joan Woodbury.
Producer: William Sistrom. Director: Ben Holmes. Original Story: George Beck.
Screenplay: Harry Segall. Photography: Joseph August.

What it's about:
Just as Jerry Martin (Gene Raymond) and Connie Taylor (Ann Sothern), reporters on rival newspapers, are about
to marry, Tim Whalen (Richard Lane) , Connie’s managing
editor, frames a fake shooting to stop her from marrying.
Connie quits her job, furious, and sets out to find Jerry, who
has gone away in rage. She finds him on the trail of a murder story, but he refuses to have anything to do with her, so
she decides to work on the story herself. She is wounded by
the murderer, Rethburn (Bradley Page) and Jerry, penitent,
writes the story under her name. The next day, however, the
story appears in Jerry’s paper instead of in Connie’s. They
find that Whalen substituted Jerry’s name for Connie’s and
sent the story to the opposition paper. After Jerry has clouted
him on the chin they really get married.
WHAT

to do and HOW

to do it:

Sothern and Raymond are strong boxoffice in any locality.
Bill this picture as the best in the series co-featuring them,
and give them top credits on the marquee. Bradley Page,
character actor, also deserves billing.
MOST

POPULAR

TEAM

VOTES

Sell Sothern and Raymond as “the most popular romantic
love team in films,” through appropriate lobby displays, and
ask patrons to vote for their favorite teams through the distribution of postal cards or in a newpaper poll. Use a score
board in the lobby to keep posted on the results of the contest.
The newspaper angles of the story suggest the cooperation
of a local newspaper, or the telephone company, to set up a
teletype machine, such as are used to carry leased wire
news in newspaper offices, in the lobby. Arrange to have
plugs for the picture come in over the wire at specified intervals along with the regular news.
Promote one of the popular “Man in the Street” interviews with a “sidewalk reporter” asking for reactions to the
question, “What I would do if my girl deserted me at the
altar.” Release in a local newspaper, accompanied by a small
photograph of the person interviewed, or arrange a hookup
with a local radio station. Give passes to all persons interviewed.
MEMO PAD THROWAWAY
Cooperate with a local newspaper on an “amateur reporter” contest, awarding prizes for the best stories and news
pictures turned in.
One of the dramatic moments of the picture concerns the
shooting of Marla Shelton by Bradley Page, known as Rethburn. As she dies she murmurs “Rethburn always keeps his
appointments.” Use this line for throwaways consisting of
memo pads, with the quotation stamped across the face. On
the first page of the book carry a memo stating: “Must see
‘There Goes My Girl’ now!” The pads can be obtained from
a local printer on a cooperative deal.
TYPEWRITER TIEUP
There are stills available showing Raymond and Sothern
using various standard and portable typewriters. Tie up with
typewriter distributors.
Get title tieups on displays of Listerine, Lifebuoy Soap,
flowers, candy, clothing, etc. Conduct an amateur cartooning contest through a local newspaper in which entrant submitting the funniest cartoon using “There goes my girl” as its
caption is awarded some suitable prize.
Stills showing Raymond and Sothern in formal wedding
attire are available for clothing store tieups.
Adlines:
They Tried to Get
Daffy Reporters!

City

He Had
Desk!”
She

Wasn’t
for
.

She
Her

.

Married

.

.

. Between

News

Just Said “I Do” . . . 'When She
. . and Called the Marriagfo Off!

Put

Business

Before

Much

Pleasure

in

Pleasure

Getting

Loved Him Enough
Paper More!

.

.

Shouted

Until

She

. .

. These

“Give

Two

Me

the

Decided

There

She

Loved

Scoop

Love

and

Shot!

to Marry

Another Comedy
Riot . . . With
. . Ann Sothern and Gene Raymond!
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SING AND BE HAPPY
— 20TH CENTURY-FOX
The Cast: Tony Martin, Leah Ray, Joan Davis, Dixie Dunbar, Helen
Westley, Aiian Lane. Berton Churchiii, Andrew
Tombes, Chick
Chandier, Edward
Cooper, Stanley Jones Trio. Producer: Milton
H. Feld. Director: James
Tiniing. Original Screenplay: Lou
Bresiow, John
Clark, A.S.C.

What

Patrick,

Ben

Markson.

Photog-rapher :

Daniel

B.

it's about:

Buzz Mason (Tony Martin) joins his father’s advertising agency, much against his wishes, when his band goes broke.
His father is trying to land a big account, but as fast as he can
produce ideas, Hamilton Howard (Allan Lane) steals them
and sells them to a rival company. Buzz makes a big play
for Ann Lane (Leah Ray), but she considers him too much
of a playboy, preferring the company of Hamilton. An audition is arranged between the two companies trying for the
account. Hamilton, knowing that Ann will go on first, plants
hecklers and off-key singers in the audience to spoil her song.
Buzz, however, learns of the plot, steps on the stage, turns the
audition into a community sing and wins the contract and the
girl.
WHAT

to do and HOW

to do it:

While this film does not offer any big names for the marquee, it does boast of many players who have large followings among film and radio fans. Let Tony Martin, Leah Ray
and Dixie Dunbar take care of the star billing, giving mention, for their comedy attraction, to Joan Davis and Chick
Chandler.
Much of the action in this picture centers around a radio
station, making advertising tieups with radio stations a natural.
COMMUNITY

SING

One of the features of this film is a community sing program released over the radio. Hold a community sing in the
theatre, getting local radio release for the stunt, in return
for screen plugs for the station. Feature songs from the picture at the sing.
Adding to the community sing idea, invite a choir or glee
club to perform from the stage for the entertainment of the
theatre patrons.
Because all three of the leading cast members are film
and radio favorites, plant stills of them on radio pages, in a
small ad calling attention to the fact that they all appear in
this picture.
Tieups with hosiery dealers can be made, using stills showing girls posing for an advertising lay-out on “Posini Hosiery.”
Install a record-your-own-voice machine in the lobby, for
the use of patrons who desire to enter a contest to select the
ones with the best singing and announcing voices. Play back
the recordings each night, selecting winners to compete in a
final competition the opening night of this picture.
USE RADIO ANGLE
Furnish radio stations with copies of songs featured in
the film. Supply local dance bands with orchestrations of the
songs in return for a plug when each is played.
For a lobby display, make a giant compo-board mike, with
a photo of the stars around it, all singing lustily.
Many advertising tieups can be made with local merchants,
selling their products on the basis that “To Be Happy . . .
See ‘Sing and Be Happy’ . . . and Use Molle Shaving Cream.”
Tieups on the title may be made with voice coaches and
music schools.
Ballyhoo the film by playing a laugh record, obtainable
from any record shop, over the broadcasting system on a
ballyhoo truck. Accompany the laugh record with recordings
of songs from the film.
Promote a newspaper contest to select the youngster in
the city or neighborhood with the funniest, heartiest or happiest laugh. The stunt will rate plenty of space in the dailies.
Adlines:
A Rhythmic
iey of Mirth and

fian
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Music.

...

It’s Sing Time .
. .
Sing and Be Happy.

He Went
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A
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Time
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New Handbook
enables theatres to estimate
cost and profits of

Air Conditioning
’’^UAT

IOh

Simple

Charts

Provide

Facts — Regardless

Owner

of Theatre

with

Quick

Size, or Location

JUST COMPLETED is the new Carrier Handbook for Theatres, which eliminates i
all guess

work,

and

enables

you

cool, fresh, clean, quiet comfort
much

it will pay.

Here's

how

to determine

of Carrier

in advance

Air Conditioning

just how

much

will cost — and

the

i

how

;

it works:

VOUR
lOH

WSTALtAT

FIRST: On page 4 you find a map. On this map you

SECOND: You consider the type of your theatre —

THIRD: Seating capacity is the next item. On

locate the zone in which your theatre is located,
whether North, South, East or West, to determine the

whether

page 6, 7, 8, and 9 you find charts to take care
of every size theatre — from one seating 500 to
one seating 2000.

average

length of your

summer

could

it has

a balcony,

and

where

be located. That's easy — page
grams of typical theatre layouts.

season.

the equipment
5 shows

dia-

Send for Your Free Copy Today!
with

WHAT will Carrier Air Conditioning do for youi

your local water and
power rates . . . and the
job is done! Right before

you? There's no need to "guess" — you'll find the
answer to these and many other questions in the new

FINALLY : Jot down the figures, correct them

you,

in black

and

white,

you have the figures on
what Carrier Air Conditioning will cost you. And
on the next pages of the
handbook, figures to show
what Carrier Air Conditioning will pay
ple as A B C!

you.

Sim-

theatre?

Way

CORPORATION,

Desk

G13,

850 Frelinghuysen

Avenue,

Newark,

Theatre
Address

Citv

What

will it pay

The sooner you send for your copy of this new hand- ||
book — the better! For the sooner you learn how reason- II

N. I.

Without obligating me in any way, send me the new Carrier Handbook
to Find How Quickly Carrier Air Conditioning Pays for Itself in Your

Name

will it cost you?

Carrier Handbook for Theatres. It's simple to use — for
it's free from engineering terms and data. Based on
Carrier's experience in designing and installing air conditioning for every size and shape of theatre, in 99
countries of the world, it gives you practical information that is sound and helpful,

ably
CARRIER

What

"An Easy
Theatre."

a

Carrier

System

can

be

installed — and

how

11

quickly it will pay for itself — the sooner you'll want ||
your Carrier System installed. And time is growing |
short — hot weather is here, and the last-minute installations will soon begin. Don't put it off — mail the coupon
for your free copy of the Carrier Handbook right now!
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RCA

IS RCA

Photophone

is the World's Finest
Picture Sound!

Motion

Rotary Stabilizer... Cellu>
lar Speakers . . . Low Cost
Maintenance,

Liberal Ser-

vice . . . Simple Operation
. . . Economical

Operation

. . . Push-Pull Adaptability
. . . High Fidelity Reproduction. . . Simple Installation. . . Accessibility . . .
Sole Ownership.

Only RCA Photophone offers
these 10 Proofs of Superiority

Better sound

means

box office . . . Cash

better
in with

RCA Photophone — It's a
"sound" investment.
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will not take SEAT PUNISHMENT
You

take the punishment

if

seats are the punishing kind.
Patrons go where

seats offer

luxurious comfort . . . the American Seating Company

kind.

Ask us

ABOUT RESEATING YOUR THEATRE

American Seating Company
Public Seating for Every School, Theatre, Church, Auditorium

GRAND

COMFORT:

RAPIDS, MICHIGAN.

THE

and Bus Requirement
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Do All Exhibitors Quake
Suggestion of Quality?

Blazing a Brighter Trail with Lights
and LETTERS

TOLER

at the

That's a rather delicate question. Probably it should
be asked only in strictest privacy. It has a pretty
sharp inference.

However, there are times when it becomes necessary to make a candid inquiry to arouse interest in
a point at issue. We put the question rather boldly,
to bring out an oft-repeated and grossly slanderous
complaint against the majority of the men v/ho own
and operate theatres.
There is (and we may as well face it) an undercurrent of malicious opinion among equipment and material manufacturers and their representatives that
theatre owners are ALL "cheap-skates and price
chiselers of the first water."
That blanket charge is encased in quotation marks
because it happens to be the exact wordage used by
a large, but misinformed, manufacturer whose products are said to be adapted to theatre use.
He capped

the caustic remark

Ansel

with further com-
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reviews

the
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current

situa-

tion in regard to signs and marquees, citing some examples in proof of progress.

The Illumination
Exposition
C.

of the Dallas Centennial
30

M.

Cutler presents an interesting description of how the i»ig show was planned for lighting effects. Comments
interposed by the editor

Illuminated Glass
Possibilities

Blocks

Show

Striking
34

Anent
a
recently developed structural
material that lifts luminous display and
ment.
effect lighting to a new plane of achieve-
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izing Plans
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Berger

calls

attention

to an

neglected phase of modern
theatre
agement— the attire of attendants.

oft

man-
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Modem Theatre
Positions

Fronts Are Front-Page

E. Jj, Patton puts further emphasis
point-of-sale business promotion as
owner’s obligation to his boxoffice.

38
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Another Small Town
the Modern Way

Goes

Metropolitan
40

South Georgia’s “Theatre beautiful" is
the subject of another citation of alert
showmanship
applied in out-of-way places.

An Open Letter to Theatre Owners
Managers . . . Everywhere
I.ouis

Erhardt,

conducting

the

and
48
lighting

Department,
gives theatre owners
who
contempiate house improvements
sometiling for serious thought,

•

The
Miraculous
Renovation

Result of an Old Building's

48

Case History No. 6 of The Remodeiing
Institute series covers the transformation
of an old lodge temple into an elegant
modern
theatre.

ment to the effect that "exhibitors are only interested
in price and they tremble in fear at the suggestion of
quality," citing an experience.
Needless to say, we took issue with this would-be
traducer, who knew as little about theatre trade as
the trade knows about the unadvertised quality of
his product.
Theatre owners are shrewd buyers. They have to
be. We have some strictly price buyers, too. Yes, and
we have some of the so-called chiselers who are
lineal descendants of the pernicious price-cutter.
There are black sheep in every business. But, here
and now, we again rise in defense
of the majority, who, when given satisfactory proof of quality, rarely
quaver at the price.

M.

•
Projection Arcs and Approved Methods
of Operation for Best Results

50

E. K. Geil), conducting The Cinema Ciinic,
discusses carbons in a manner
calcuiated
to overcome the common
complaints of
the consumer.
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Prophets and Profits — or the Perils of
Price Buying
Gordon
of-fact
causes

54

H
.Simmons resumes his matterdiscussions on tiieatre air conditioning with a
prophetic reference to
and effects.

Public Health Provision Helps to Promote
New Business
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Our House
Hygiene editor calls timely
attention to a
vital element of House
Appeal often disregarded by management
with dangerous result.
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Blazing a Brighter Trail
with Lights and LETTERS
By Ansel M. Moore
Theatre fronts have finally begun

to assume

their real function as the exhibitor's most
reliable stimulant to better business at the
boxoffice.
P all the modern things that make
a theatre intimate, interesting and
inviting — an institution within itself
— good lighting is unquestionably the most
versatile in its value to the boxoffice. In
outdoor advertising display; for decorative
effect; in the practical comfort and convenience it provides; in the gala spirit it
lends to a theatre’s every performance, for
the projection of the picture on the screen.
Light is indeed an enduring attraction.
Without it, there would be no theatre business.
Light is a many-sided force in its application to profitable theatre operation. Its
value as a medium of public attraction —
patronage promotion, if you please — will
form the subject matter of this writing.
In later issues, we intend to discuss other
phases of illumination in its application to
profits at the boxoffice.
Let’s assume that we are in accord with
the reasoning of most of our readers that
light comes very near being the life blood
of theatre business. Thus, we eliminate
any chance of mental disagreement on that
point.
Next, let’s form a rather strong mutual
conviction that point-of-sale attraction is
another angle that is quite indispensable
to the maintenance of theatre income in
this age of advertising ingenuity.
Thus in harmony of thought on two basic
points, we can more sensibly discuss and

consider what’s to be done about it. After
all, it’s not our purpose to preach but
rather to prompt our readers on the importance of our chosen subject; Blazing a
New Business Trail with Light and Letters.
Examples

in

Point

So to continue in a practical vein, let
us first consider a few examples — instances
of what is actually being done with light
and letters to bring more business into the
boxoffice of our modern theatres. Pictures
speak more forcibly than words, so we have
selected a few representative installations
and reproduce them here as a means of
demonstrating the possibilities which we
propose. They speak for themselves.
In allowing these examples of modern
theatre advertising media to express their
own attractiveness, we shall not single any
one of them out for particular discussion.
They w'ere selected as a group to show a
variety of outstanding applications — how
light and letters are being used to advantage in many locations. These views are
quite representative of the general trend
in theatre front design for the most efficient and economical use of Light and
Letters.
It would be well to note the individuality
in each of these installations. Each one,
we are informed, was designed to overcome
one or more disadvantages of location — to
create the utmost visibility and attractive-

Night view of the Park
Theatre, at La
Grange, 111. A bla/.e of brillianey topped by
a silbouette lettered sign that sells the show.
Designed and built b.v White Way
Sign Co.,
Chieago.
vice, Inc.

Photo

courtes.v

Wagner

Sign

.Ser-

ness in each case. To catch the eye of the
more distant passersby and propel them
toward the ticket window was the designers’ objective in each case and the end
seems to have been well attained in these
examples.
The day-or-night effectiveness of these
displays is worthy of note also. Their cleancut rows of silhouette lettering stand out
with maximum prominence in either horizontal or circular formation. And while
the structural backgrounds are not shown
clearly in all of the illustrations, they are,
nevertheless, definitely in keeping with the
sign ensembles. There is personality in
each and every one of these examples.
Fronts

Find

Their

Function

After studying each of the pictures, it
must be obvious to many of our readers, as
it certainly is to us, that the theatre’s front
entrance has at last begun to fulfill its
mission as an advertising medium rather
than a meaningless ornament. In fact,
whole theatre fronts are now being devoted
to one definite purpose — ticket sales promotion.
Indeed, our new theatre faces are being
planned for that definite function, and as
a result we have in most instances of modernization a real, sensible selling background for the exploitation of what the
exhibitor has to offer — good entertainment.

The Mayfair Theatre, at Philadelphia, desigTie<l by David Supowitz, makes
a
(he eyes of the public. Adequate provision for lighting and letters uas made
marquee.
Photo courtesy Adler Sign Letter Co.
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striking appeal to
in its oval-shaped,

Ai’chitects are making sensible use of
lighting and letters by providing in their
plans for the inclusion of that which attracts the public eye and tells the passerby
what has been provided within for his enjoyment. Electrical display and selling copy
are no longer mere incidentals to be tacked
on after the front has been completed. A
The MODERN

THEATRE

SECTION

ed so wantonly in the electrical displays
of these modern theatres. In the correctness of their design and the efficiency of
their layouts, we find that light loss is being materially eliminated. At any rate, the
theatre owner who has increased his wattage consumption as the result of improvements in his front and lobby display can
be consoled by the fact that he is really
getting something now for his money. He
is being re-imbursed for his foresight. The
public’s reaction at the boxoffice is taking
care of that.
Animation and color serve their purpose
as they always have. Flash and color formation arouse attention and create an
atmosphere of spectacular elegance that is
needed to catch the roving eye. But in
“copy” — the clearly lettered message, properly lighted so that all who look may learn
— the management of the modern theatre
finds the most important function of luminous display. Shafts of light and an
aurora-like array of colors are only marks
of accent. The public wants to know; and

sort, others have not. Attraction boards are
either missing entirely or are inadequate
and poorly lighted. Bent and broken letters, poor legibility, inefficient and uneconomical lighting are still too much in evidence around many of our theatres. Exposed lamps and spotty illumination are
too prevalent in many of our main signs
and marquees.
Another observation that seems worthy
of comment and caution is that in the remodeling of a good many of our old theatres, and in the erection of new ones, too,
scant attention apparently is being given
to the electrical display and advertising
angle. New fronts have been applied in
some cases with an obvious disregard, or
at least a minimum consideration, for the
practical functions of a theatre facade. As
a result, many opportunities for permanently productive advertising display are
lost to the management.
But, all in all, this industry has made
excellent progress during the past year in
trail-blazing for better business at the box-

The
Mifliigan (Essaness) Theatre,
Chieago, makes g:ood

The Vognie Theatre, at Alameda, Calif., desigriied by S. Charles Lee, Architect, exemplifies the utmost in eye api>eal. Installation
by Electrical Products Corp., Oaldand, Calif.
Cast aluminum silhouette letters by Adler Sign
Letter Co., Chicago.

use of 12-ineh Gothic letters in its spaeletter
i o 11 s
chang-eable
attraction
l> o a r d .
Another

MICHIGAN

White Way
installation. I>etters supplieil by
Wagrner
Sii^n Service, Inc.

CHAMPAGNE

WALTZ

FRED

MAC

MURRAY

YOLANDA
JACK OAKIE - VELOI
DANGEROUS NUMBER
ROBERT YOUNG

theatre canopy and main sign, with its attraction boards, now forms the core of
theatre construction — not the crust as was
formerly the case.
Much credit for this marked change in
custom must be accorded to those who have
valiantly espoused and promoted the use
of the changeable letter attraction board —
a relatively new form of efficiency and
economy in point-of-sale advertising, which
has served to supplant the old style painted
or printed streamer for the announcement
of current attractions and coming events.
Banishing

the

Banners

The unsightly, blatant banner is giving
way surely but steadily to the trim, silhouette lettered attraction sign, efficiently
illuminated and vastly more visible at long
range, night or day. The application of the
silhouette letter has unquestionably influenced the designer of marquees and likewise it has stimulated a greater appreciation of the value of advertising on the part
of exhibitors.

smart management is telling them with
lights and letters on attraction boards that
reach out for new business. Theatre signs
now sell something.
Ominous

Oversights

But now let us digress for a moment and
consider the gloomier aspect of the picture as it appears to us in our review of
the theatre sign and marquee situation.
Thousands of exhibitors still persist in
the old custom of curtailing their most
valuable advertising medium — the theatre
front. Many theatres have canopies of a

office — with luminous display. Prospects
are that it will make more rapid progress
in the right direction from now on. Particularly is this true in the case of community houses and theatres located in
smaller towns. In such places, the moving
picture houses are setting the pace in the
matter of public attraction. And well they
should, because it is the immutable law of
good picture show business that a theatre
must dominate its surroundings. It must
be the hub of attraction in its own community.

Electric wattage is no longer being wastDetroit’s

Center

Theatre,

with

oireular

* Cover Illustration

BOXOFTTCE

:: May

29, 1937.

its
can-

opy* using: 12-inch
Wagrner
letters
and silhouette
plenty of

C. M. Cutler, author of an interesting
article herein, entitled “The Illumination of the Dallas Centennial Exposition.’’ The background to Mr. Cutler’s
photograph comprises a composite view,
in phantom, of the many outstanding
architectural lighting effects evolved by
the author and his associates in the design for luminous display as a public
attraction. The lighting of the Exposition proved to be the “feature performance’’ of a most successful project.

shaped

I i g: h t ,
blazes a
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The Illumination of the
Centennial Fair in Dallas
By C. M. Cutler*

The lighting of the Texas Centennial Central Exposition attracted more attention than
any other aspect of the Fair that set a new
high in all features of public interest.

PREFACE
Modern theatre lighting m technique
and prime objective is closely akm to
exposition lighting. In fact, the modern
moving picture house of the present
owes much of its elegance in practical
architecture and efficiency of luminous
display effect to the inspiration derived
from Exposition plans of the recent past.
The success of exhibition, be it motion
pictures or the products of other arts
aiid scieiices is inestimably enhanced by
the correct application of light. To
bring out the extent of common interest
involved, we interject a few comments
between certain paragraphs of Mr. Cutler’s article — points which are considered worthy of specific emphasis to
theatre designers, builders, owners and
managers. Portions printed m italics
are ours. — The Editor.

change the lighting frequently for both advertising display and atmospheric effect is
an important factor of showmanship which
comparatively few theatres now possess.
The grounds logically divided up into
areas whose character was determined to
a large extent by the functions of the structures and the prevailing types of activity.
This facilitated the formulation of general
plans for exterior lighting of buildings and
streets, the selection of colors, the scale of
brightness, and the range of illumination
levels for each area. A unity and coordination of treatments was thus created
among buildings in a given area and among
the several groups.
A most vital consideration in the plans

inducing people to come again and again —
the motion picture exhibitor should plan
his lighting scheme for uUnost flexibility.
The ability to quickly and economically

for any theatre is the coordination of architectural effect and luminous display. A
theatre building should not clash with its
environment.
It then became

a simple matter to esti-

Early in July, 1935, I was invited to

join the technical staff of the Texas
Centennial Central Exposition to direct the illumination. The basic building
plans were just developing. George L. Dahl,
Centennial Architect and Technical Director, as well as the exposition management,
realized that lighting is an essential element that should from the beginning have
consideration in such plans. The responsibility of developing the illumination
proved to be a real pleasure, in association
with this group of progressive, far-sighted
men.

Before touching pencil to paper it was
necessary to have a general plan, flexible
enough to be adjusted to conditions as they
developed. At the outset we intended to
make at least one part of the exposition a
unique spectacle, the memory of which
would remain long in the minds of visitors.
Mystery and charm were to be introduced
in such measure that people would come
again and again to see the lighting.
On a smaller scale perhaps, but with
equal concern for the principal objective —

*Nela Park Engineering Dept., General
Electric Company, Cleveland, Ohio. Original text reproduced by permission of the
publishers of “The Magazine
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mate the wattage requirements and lighting costs for buildings of any size, and electrical distribution for the entire grounds
could be developed.
Exterior

Building

Lighting

The majority of the buildings were to be
permanent, requiring a more comprehensive and detailed study of the interior and
exterior lighting facilities than for a temporary display. The exposition grounds
were to become a city park where each
autumn state or sectional fairs may be
held. The fact that many of the buildings
will be unoccupied during the greater part
of the year influenced the method of exterior illumination.

From the foregomg, it will he noted that
the illumination for this project was
planned to accommodate future events and
to conform to the seasonal trend of coming events. Since theatres are permanent
institutions, comprehensive study and foresight should he applied to the illumination
requirements.
Built-in architectural lighting elements
were employed much more sparingly than
would otherwise have been the case. Floodlighting logically predominated, since this
method makes it possible to remove the
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to
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Exposition iri-oiinds and principal buildings
lectional fairs for the future will be held.

in

The
from

non-

Central

Exposition

coin|)rise

a

held

beautiful

units for storage during the period between
fairs. Since equipment and wiring of permanent nature were installed, the investment represented a greater than usual proportion of the building cost. Nevertheless
after the exposition opened, it was the
opinion of the staff members, the underwriters of the fair, and the public that the
cost was relatively low in terms of the value

at

city

Dallas
park

in

during

1936.

which

state

of the results to the exposition. Perhaps
here is guidance for designers and builders
of commercial structures of the future.
The suggestion should he of interest to
theatre designers and builders particularly.
Reference to floodlighting brings to mind
the fact that the current trend of theatre
architecture lends itself admirably to floods
of illumination. Both built-in and detached
units are available for the purpose.
The architecture of the exhibit buildings is modern, but shows the influence of
the Spanish missions which played a large
part in the colorful history of Texas and
which still survive in part. The architecture is expressed to a large extent in the
arrangement of masses of sheer facades,
clean-cut porticos and entrances. Predominating features are emphasized by sculpration.ture, murals, bas-reliefs, and painted decoWith

inadequate

or

poorly

arranged

lighting, the beauty of architecture is serientirely lost. A theatre’s
affected orhelp
lightingouslyshould
rather than hinder its
decorative effect.
Considerable study was given the daytime color of the facades of exhibit buildings. The final selection was a neutral
tone, tending toward buff, of 60 per cent
reflection factor, low enough in value to
avoid excessive dazzle under bright sunlight and still fairly efficient in reflection
for night lighting. The neutral tone made
practical the use of light of any color.
Here is a most vital point to theatre
owners. The color scheme of the facade
should provide a reflection factor that is
equally efficient, day or night. The daytime appearance of a theatre front is important, too.
Where facades were illuminated in color,
contrast in hue and brightness was provided at entrances, niches for sculpture,
and on bas-reliefs. Lighting designed to
form unusual color patterns or built-in
luminous elements of suitably related
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marquees and displays.

brightness was a further means of emphasizing important architectural features. In
some instances where several colors of pigment were incorporated in the decorations,
white light was employed.
The plan called for concealing all light
sources except where they played a definite part in the actual decoration. In the
amusement section, exposed sources contributed to the carnival and festive spirit
by introducing brilliance and sparkle; however, even here considerable control was
exercised over the types of lighting designs.
Indirect lighting contributes much to the
House Appeal of any theatre, hut its application and control is a matter for careful
planning.
Floodlighting of walls was by three
methods. The first and most generally
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employed consisted of reflectors (all Alzak)
of medium spread, set close to the bases of
the walls. The units were equipped with
inside - frosted lamps and asymmetric
lenses, one third of the area stippled and
the remainder of 40 degree spread, with
the stippled section adjacent to the walls.
In general, the floodlights were on 5-foot
centers and 2^/2 feet from the wall. The
second method employed a reflector of the
same contour but with an etched surface
and clear cover glass. These units were
placed farther from the walls, principally
on setbacks and roofs, and aimed more
directly at the surfaces. Standards 30 feet
in height housing narrow-beam reflectors
constituted the third method. These units
were placed some distance from the corners
of the buildings, and by means of spread
lenses the light was confined to the facades.

Because of their height and location among
trees they were not obtrusive and created
little glare.
Street

Lighting

In some areas reflected light from building walls supplied the illumination for
plazas and streets, but in general streets
were considered as lines in the all-over
pattern of the fair, a means of uniting all
sections into a satisfying composition. The
lighting units gave opportunity for introducing a distinctive exposition atmosphere
and for emphasizing the relative importance of the streets by variations in design
and levels of illumination. At the outset
it was the intention to create elements
original in character and refreshing in design. The scale of brightness was such as
to key in with that of the nearby buildings, thereby complimenting them rather
than creating a distraction to mar the
beauty of the surroundings. This necessarily called for relatively large areas of
luminous surface. Architectural lines were
in many instances emphasized by exposed
gaseous-conductor tubing of appropriate
hues.
The adverse condition of street lighting
directly in front of or adjacent to theatre
property is often a serious problem over
which the exhibitor has but little control.
However, he can fight for his rights in this
respect.
The colorful pylons and the several types
of temporary standards, involving some 350
units, were installed in the last month before the opening. These were on multiple
service, making possible the use of any size
of standard lamp. In addition, a permanent installation of 18-foot standards with
10,000-lumen lamps was provided for use
after the exposition when the grounds became a city park. During the exposition
this installation provided emergency and
all-night lighting.
Interiors

of

Exposition

Buildings

Though most of the exhibit buildings are
similar in character, variations in lighting
treatment were provided to eliminate any
I
(Continued on page 59)
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Ideal's sweepinsly new creation . . .
a theatre chair totally different in
design* and construction . . has won
wide and immediate acceptance,
especially among the finer theatres.
Upholstered

far more

luxuriously

than any theatre chair ever made,
it actually molds itself to the body.
Regardless of the posture assumed
the deep cushioned reverse curved
back sweeps

in to afford support

at all points.
Write today for further information and
see this chair of perfect comfort now at
your dealer’s.
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Illummated Glass Blocks
Show Striking Possibilities
Red, white and blue front for July 4th or o
homing red facade to promote tition-hoired
star ore only o few of the opportunities presented by the most unique building moteriol.
LASS block, one of the building
world’s most unusual materials for
striking architectural and decorative
effects, especially with lighting, is just beginning to be applied in theatre construction and modernization — with some remarkably interesting results.
Already established in the business world
as a medium for store fronts of arresting
eye appeal, glass block is being utilized in
various ways in theatres, and theatre projects are under way in such cities as Chicago and Milwaukee where the results are
expected to revolutionize architectural design.
Color, of course, plays a major role in
the use of such glass block construction,
inasmuch as the translucent characteristic
of the masonry permits a more skillful use
of light.
Theatre fronts, for instance, can change
color nightly — or every five minutes, if it
is desired. Thus the modern theatre may
readily assume the intriguing characteristics of the chameleon.
Effects

for Exploitation

Advertising and showmanship possibilities are lifted to a new plane of achievement — a flaming turkey-red front if a
famous red-head is on the screen for this
week; a green front for Easter week; red,
white and blue for the Fourth of July; a
whole front of illuminated vibrant Scotch
plaid for “Thrift Night” — the possibilities

are limited only by the imagination of the
management.
Standing rails at the back of the theatre; glass block fireplaces or other arrangements in the lobby or foyer; cashier booths
that change nightly in color; fronts that
can be tied in with promotion of current
productions for fascinating new ways to
intrigue the public — glass block can make
any theatre the theatre of the moment on
Main Street or elsewhere — everywhere.

The cashier’s booth in the Auditorium Theatre
in Coatesville, Pa., is an eye-stopper now that
it is constructed of Insulux glass block. At

Not only are the possibilities quite limitless for spectacular effects in front of the
theatre and in the foyer, but the orchestra
section, spaces around the stage and panels
of block along the two side walls offer opportunities for decorative effects, when
backed by lighting, that can elevate the
theatre to new heights of successful showmanship.

process which produces a block of uniform
wall thickness and containing dry, rarefied air at a partial vacuum which gives
the block its exceptional heat insulating
properties. This vacuum characteristic not
only reduces heat flow but it serves to
greatly lower the transmission of exterior
noises.

Were it desired to construct an exterior
wall of glass block, the material is ideal not
only to admit diffused daylight, subdued
and controlled as much as desired, but such
construction does not permit vision from
the outside and lends itself admirably to
decorative effects at night.
In the industrial world, block-long panels
of glass blocks are being used in factories,
dairies,
building. department stores — many types of
The blocks are hollow, partially evacuated, water clear units of pressed glass.
They are manufactured under an exclusive

The
Ritz Theatre
in
Philadelphia scored
heavily with
a
new
idea for standing: rails,
as

this photog:raph indicates. Glass block
was used. Backed
by
illumination, it offers
an
unusually pleasing
design to combine the
effect in ultra-modern
decorative with utilitarian efficiency.
(OwensIllinois
Glass Co.)
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night, backed by illumination, it is something
more than ju.st a “How
many, please,” cubby
hole; it’s a colorful magnet for casual pedestrians. (Photo courtesy Owens-Illinois Glass Co.)

Decorative

Enhancement

Such blocks are available in standard
sizes and different face patterns. The patterns not only control the amount of light
to be transmitted, but provide a selection
of decorative effects. The pattern is a
screen which improves the quality of the
light transmission, reduces glare and increases decorative appeal by giving it a
definite texture when laid up in panels.
As much as 85.5 per cent of light can be
admitted through the block, or there are
patterns which will exclude all but 11.7 per
cent of the light.
Glass blocks are not being offered as a
load-bearing material, yet they are said to
possess ample compressive strength to be
self-supporting within the limits prescribed
by the ratio of their thickness to any practical height.
Ultimate strength developed by an individual block is 800 pounds per square
inch, and ultimate strength of panels laid
up in accordance with certain specifications
is 400 pounds per square inch. Common
practice in design of glass block wall panels
assumes a safe load value of 100 pounds to
the square inch.
Cleanliness and maintenance, of course,
are of prime importance to theatre owners.
Glass block walls are easy to clean. It is
the natural characteristic of glass to be
non-absorbent to liquids and odors. Several patterns have smooth exterior faces,
the prismatic patterns being impressed only
on the interior faces of the block. In other
designs the faces have simple ribs running
vertically on the exposed exteriors and
horizontally on the interior. The character
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It takes G-E MAZDA

LAMPS

to put new life into theatre displays
TO TAKE full advantage of today’s new

building materials, new lighting methods and modern lighting effects to give your
theatre exterior maximum attraction value
with

minimum

Electric Mazda
Because

cost, you

need

General

lamps.

these lamps

that

stay brighter

longer actually give your theatre exterior
the added sparkle, brightness and pulling
power so important to “box office” results.
For detailed information on new ideas in
theatre lighting with G-E Mazda lamps,
write General Electric Co., Dept. 166,

Glass block, used as a fire-place facing material
and as a panel trim for a large over-mantel
mural, creates a strikingly beautiful decorative
effect of iiltra-modern note in the Renel Theatre in Philadelphia, (Photo by Owens-Illinois
Glass Co.)

Nela

Park, Cleveland,

illustrated copy of “New

0. Ask

for a free

Lighting Methods

for Theatre Lighting.”

of these surfaces minimizes the accumulation of surface dirt.
Reduces

Maintenance

Costs

Glass block walls and panels require no
maintenance other than occasional cleaning. The hard, brilliant surface does not
disintegrate or craze. It is not affected by
weather and cannot be easily written upon,
marked or defaced. Obviously, such block
does not oxidize nor require painting.
A damaged glass block can be removed
easily from the wall by chipping out or
drilling holes in the mortar joints in opposite corners and then inserting a keyhole
saw through the joint and sawing out the
block. The new block is then buttered with
mortar, inserted in place and the job completed by pointing.
Unusually successful tests have been conducted with glass block walls in testing
their fire-resistant characteristics, and the
new material would seem to have wonderful result possibilities in the field of moving pictures. Its peculiar adaptability to
striking decorative effect in conjunction
with correctly applied lighting certainly
would commend it to the consideration of
theatre builders.

Pardon, Please
In The Modern Theatre section of May
1, 1937, on page 62, an illustrated item pertaining to the New Martini Theatre, now
well under construction at Galveston,
Texas, was published. Through an oversight, the item did not refer to the fact
that Mr. W. Scott Dunne, theatre architect
of Dallas, Texas, designed the New Martini. Mr. Scott, well known throughout the
Southwest as the designer of many fine
theatres, is an affiliate member of The
Modern Theatre Remodeling Institute. Further details on the New Martini will be
presented when the project has been completed. _
BOXOFnCE

rPilM

wttY BOOP CARTOON.«“NEW?C0imT

The

Hollywood

Theatre,

LaCrosse,

Wis., fea-

brilliancy, sparkle, and pep by using G-E
Mazdatures lamps.
Exposed lamp letters, colorful moving borders,
bright changeable attraction boards with new
type Wagner silhouette letters and sparkling
rows of lamps in the marquee ceiling invite

people in.

GENERAL 9 ELECTRIC
LAMPS
MAZDA
They stay brighter longer

:: May 29. 1937.
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Uniforms Should Share
in All Modernizing Plans
By Arthur M. Berger*
Neatly dressed attendants contribute largely to the House Appeal of any theatre. Personal emissaries of the management should
be properly attired.

MONCE saw “before and after” photo-

graphs of a theatre that had recently
undergone an extensive remodeling program. It was inconceivable that the “after”
had once been the “before,” — so marked
was the change in both the interior and
exterior.
However, what struck me immediately
was the fact that the theatre attendants
in the “after” photograph were as definitely outmoded in appearance as they were
in the “before.” This came as somewhat
of a shock to me. I could not understand
how uniforms could be divorced from the
other physical properties of a theatre. The
more I thought about it, the more I wondered whether other theatre owners regarded uniforms as the stepchildren of the
industry.
Therefore, I inquired of persons in a
position to quote facts, and learned from
one in particular that less than 40 per cent
of the total number of theatres maintain
a staff of uniformed attendants.
Theatre owners are fully aware of the
importance of modernizing their houses.
Much time and money is spent in installing smart, new interiors and exteriors, comfortable seating, air conditioning and other
comforts that today’s theatre-goers demand. In the face of such rehabilitation
programs taking place in theatres throughout the country, the small percentage of
uniformed houses is quite unexplainable.
Why

Uniforms

are Needed

There are no statistics to prove that
Theatre X was rewarded by a tremendous
increase in its box-office receipts as soon
as its attendants donned uniforms. Nevertheles , itis amazing that showmen — and
theatre owners are that in the fullest sense
of the word — should not be the first to
realize the many important reasons for
maintaining a staff of uniformed attendants. You avail yourself of all the advertising aids the motion picture companies
put at your disposal, yet many of you
seemingly ignore the tremendous display
possibilities in attractive uniforms.
If you operated a grocery store, you
would insist that your shelves be displayed
with attractively wrapped packages, to
make your customers anxious to purchase
your merchandise. This same theory of
“packaging” for eye appeal should most
*General Manager,
& Sales Co., New
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certainly be applied to uniforms. Another
thing, since you can’t greet all patrons personally, your cashier, your ticket taker
and your ushers must be your personal representatives, and as such, they should
create an attractive appearance in their
dress.
This definite psychological effect that
uniforms have on a patron’s reaction to
your theatre is not to be under-estimated.
Most likely, the patron is not aware of this
when he is led to his seat by a uniformed
attendant. Perhaps he doesn’t give it a
second thought. But, should the attendant
be non-uniformed, the patron is quick to
discern a dissonant note somewhere, and
in trying to place it, will no doubt find
fault with things in general. An unjust
attitude, perhaps, but nonetheless, an understandable one.
Last, and perhaps most important, there
is the effect that uniforms have on the attendants themselves. Soldiers wear uniforms. Boy Scouts wear uniforms. Baseball teams wear them. Why? Because
they lend the all-important unifying note.

and give to each member of a group a
sense of his personal responsibility in the
efficient functioning of that group.
What

Uniforms

Do

You

Require.^’

It is not necessary that your attendants
be attired in a “model Major General”
fashion, for, as the theatre decorated in
the Rococo period is definitely out, so also
are yards and yards of gold braid. One of
the largest theatre chains in the country
recently outfitted its ushers v/ith smart
white Gabardine mess jackets, trimmed
with royal blue collars. With this, they
wear cummerbund sashes, or blue vestees.
To carry out the color scheme, the doormen are wearing white Gabardine doublebreasted coats trimmed with royal blue.
Here are sensible types of uniforms; comfortable, smart looking and entirely in
keeping with the most modern of theatres.
In selecting uniforms for usherettes, it
is wise to follow the season’s newest style
trends. Uniforms designed with an eye to
smart street wear will always present a
distinctive appearance, and will make the
wearers feel entirely at ease. Uniform
manufacturers today are aware of this situation and keep their eyes open for all important fashion news when designing their
lines.
Cashiers may be attired in attractive
smocks or blouses. If your theatre employs a Matron to preside over the children’s section, a white frock similar to a
nurse’s uniform would be suitable to wear,
and would leave the favorable impression
in patrons’ eyes that here is a woman well
capable of taking care of children.

Painting with light is now the practical
way to keep a theatre attractive. It saves
paint bills and you can change the colors
at little cost.
Much of the attractiveness of colorful
carpets can be lost under improper lighting
effects. Good light lends charm to a theatre’s furnishings.
The MODERN
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LITERATURE
Note;

Readers

who

A

desire copies of any

of the following literature will he sup'jlied
promptly upon request to The Modern
Theatre Information Bureau, 332 S. Michigan Ave., Chicago, III.
Academy of Motion Picture Arts & Sciences, Hollywood, Calif., files a copy of its
Technical Bulletin outlining the standard
electrical characteristic recommended for
use in all theatres equipped with two-way
reproducing systems, to obtain advantage
of latest studio sound recording.
Baldor Electric Company, of St. Louis,
Mo., files a copy of Bulletin No. 39 — a 4page folder detailing the construction and
operating characteristics of “Rect-O-Lite”
motion picture rectifiers for both low amperage and Suprex type reflector arc lamp
operation.
The Celotex Corporation, of Chicago,
submits an attractive 30-page booklet entitled “Interiors of Guaranteed Insulation
with Beauty, Comfort and Quiet.” Installation views of various Celotex products are
presented in natural full colors with each
application most interestingly described.
Century Lighting Equipment, Inc., of
New York City, files a copy of its Condensed Catalog of Lighting Equipment, a
booklet of 16 pages in which the Century
line is illustrated and described. Included
also are folders describing “Fresnelites” and
“Lekolites” for window displays, lobby display lighting and supplementary lighting
effects.
McQuay, Inc., of Minneapolis, Minn., submits a copy of its Catalog No. 437, covering
McQuay products and in particular the
McQuay Comfort Cooler — a suspended propeller type room cooling unit. Complete
specifications and installation data are included, together with survey data and estimate sheets.
Owens-Illinois Glass Company offers a
profusely illustrated 24-page brochure covering the structural adaptability of “Insulex” Glass Block. Special features and
advantages of the new product are outlined
in detail and methods of application are
shown.

STATEMENT ot PURPOSE
The inception of the undersigned organization — like
many a new idea before it — has been the subject
of many queries in the Trade. And in order that there
may be no misconceptions or misunderstandings, we are
taking this means of making a public statement as to our

purpose

and

function.

We

are wholesale sales engineers — the first organization of its kind — maintaining show rooms and selling
(to supply dealers) the leading products in the various

classes of equipment. As intermediaries between manufacturers of theatre supplies and dealers selling those
supplies to exhibitors, we not only make it possible for
dealers to render more intelligent, more efficient service
to exhibitors, but we enable exhibitors to buy equipment
with the assurance that a reputable and experienced organization stands behind their purchases. To give meaning to our position in the theatre equipment field, we
cite our knowledge of the problems confronting not only
manufacturers — not only supply dealers — but exhibitors as well. We cite, moreover, the demand on the
part of exhibitors, manufacturers
such an organization as ours.
We

are NOT

in competition

and

with supply

dealers

for just

dealers.

Rather,

we

are here to supplement their efforts to give exhibitors the best possible values in theatre equipment and
supplies. We invite architects, manufacturers, dealers
and exhibitors — both here and abroad — to consult
with us on any

equipment

or supply

problem

confront-

ing them.

J. E. ROBIN,
334 WEST

44TH

ST.

INC.
NEW

YORK,

N. Y.

A New Lens Formula
Steps Up Screen Light
With this issue, Herman A. DeVry, Inc.,
of Chicago, notifies the theatre trade that
they are now manufacturing the new “Brillante” projection lenses in greater quantities than required for their own projectors
and are now offering them for use on other
projectors.
Greater screen brightness is claimed for
the new lens formula through the elimination of the “bottle neck” in lens construction. According to the announcement, several large theatre circuits in Chicago have
recently adopted the new lens with satisfactory results.
Running a picture show is not so different from other ways of making a living.
You’ve got to tell ’em or they won’t trade
with you.

BOXOFnCE

Heeded

by Mr. J. E. Robin, we have adopted the emblem reproduced above as an identiiication mark lor quality in equipment
and supplies. That emblem means that you are getting the benefits of many years of practical experience in the design, distribution and proper application of theatre apparatus. It is your assurance of controlled quality, engineered for service, honestly represented and rightly priced. Look for it at your supply dealers —
or consult with us — before you buy.

:: May 29, 1937.
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Modem Theatre Fronts
average size, neighborhood

Are Front-Page Positions
By E. L. Patton*
Street-line display is the lile-blood of show
business, yet many an exhibitor fails to provide a suitable background for his brightest
opportunity.

For some reason,

moving picture
theatres seem to
have been more backward than any other
business in realizing
the value of a good
outward appearance in
increasing busi ness.
Everywhere you go,
shops with sparkling
glass fronts, attractively designed windows and smart signs are springing up
almost overnight. But many theatre fronts
remain unchanged.
Lights in the marquees and signs are left
on all day in a vain attempt to attract
attention in the midst of their brighter
hued neighbors, but they still look drab by
comparison.

The theatre whose very life-blood is
showmanship has been surpassed in this
respect by the butcher, the baker, the candlestick maker, who realize that the best
type of showmanship is to put up a good
front.
This lack of showmanship seems even
more strange in view of the many other
devices used by the motion picture industry to build up attendance. Stories with
proved box-office appeal are used, actors
and actresses who have proved popular are
making pictures with startling rapidity.
Even the names of both stories and actors
are changed in the hope that more people
will be enticed past the ticket taker.
Seats are softened up, air is cooled and
conditioned, and the ushers are given new
brass buttons and a monkey hat. All of
these are valuable, but unless the patron

iceboxes. Each one is packaged or designed
to appeal to sight (which incidentally governs 85 per cent of buying).
Merchants have finally begun to realize
that the principles governing the designing
of the merchandise they sell also applies
to the outward appearance of their stores.
When people buy amusement they don’t
throw away all their likes and dislikes and
turn over a new leaf; the same rules hold.
They would rather be entertained in a place
that looks inviting; that is modern. The
sooner theatre owners realize and act on
this fact, the sooner they’ll get full value
from the balance of their investment.
Every theatre must advertise. Maybe in
newspapers, or handbills, or mailing pieces
— but the best bit of advertising space
which is theirs to use or throw away as
they see fit, is the whole front of the theatre— billboard space of the best kind. Not
out in the country or placed obscurely on top
of some building, but right at eye level,
in the heart of traffic and directly at the
point of sale. It’s space that he wouldn’t
sell to anyone else, but 99 times out of

theatre, a good

job can be done for $2,000. If we amortize this cost over five years, which is conservative to say the least, it will cost slightly more than a dollar a day. A dollar a
day to tell every passerby that the theatre
is progressive, with the best in pictures,
equipment and service! I don’t believe that
you
could spend your money to better advantage.
Beauty

Structural

That

Endures

glass is unquestionably

the

most popular material for such modernization. More fronts are being erected of
this remarkable material than of all other
types of material combined and the reasons behind its popularity are legion. Glass
is one product whose beauty is not dimmed
by time. The many colors of Carrara for
instance enable a designer to create an
individual front which combines the beauty
of quiet elegance and the sparkling lights
and tints that express modernity. A glass
front requires a minimum of upkeep because at most, the wipe of a damp cloth
restores its original beauty. In view of the
definite trend towards the greater use of
glass in construction and decoration, a
modern theatre front will stay in style
longer and retain its beauty long after
other materials have disintegrated.
In any discussion of theatre fronts, the
question arises as to how to go about getting the best front for your particular
needs. We intentionally say “your particular needs,” for every job is custom built.
There are many factors to be considered.
The structural peculiarities of your building; the type of people you are catering
to; the architectural characteristics of
other buildings in your immediate vicinity;
the amount of money you can spend; and
your own likes and dislikes.
Competent

Guidance

100, the theatre operator doesn’t use it for
himself.

There is only one man who can take
into consideration all of these factors and

Just as a matter of interest, let’s see
how much it would cost to dress up this
space with a sparkling new front. On an

give you a satisfactory job — a good architect. In all probability, this architect will
call upon the material manufacturers for

passes through your door, it’s wasted effort.
There’s nothing like a good-looking front
to make him want to pass through that
door.
The

Package

Promotes

Sales

There’s one rule of merchandising that
you can’t beat. A product attractively
packaged will outsell the same product in
a plain wrapper every time. People buy
what looks good to them. If this weren’t
so, you would never have heard of cellophane. Pick any article you choose — from
perfumes to engine oils; from hairpins to

* Advertising Manager, Glass Division,
Pittsburgh Plate Glass Company.
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ical device. Drapes may be faded or old.
Here too, the management can make them
take on new life and attractiveness by the
simple use of automatic changing colors.
Now is the time to look over the many
spots in your theatre which need new life
and attractiveness. Investigate the cost of
color and motion and you will be surprised
at what can be done with either RotoChrome or Rainbo Automatic color changing spotlights at extremely modest cost.

THIS IS SERVICE
By Bob

Goodfried*

ERVICE in a theatre is the nucleus
of its success. Each attachee has a
part to play. If each member of the
cast does his bit, invariably the theatre is
a success.

Service takes in each feature of the theatre, including cashiers, doormen, ushers,
lors.
cleaners, electricians, operators, councilIt is the cashier’s duty to make a prospective patron want to come in that particular theatre. A ready smile, a sweet
“thank you,” a cheery greeting over the
telephone sells many tickets.
The doorman

has the next part to play.

His duty should be to impress the patron
with his gratitude at receiving the ticket,
making the patron feel it is an honor to
welcome him to the theatre.
The ushers help by assisting the patrons
The front entrance of the
(below) as it appears now
orangre

colored

stripes

l-.iiicoIn Theatre, at Danville,
in new modern design and a

in the

“ijorthole**

111., (top) as it appeared
dress of black and ivory

shortly
Carrara

before and
gflass with

circles.

design service or for special information
which the manufacturer is able to give as
a result of the thousands of jobs done
every year. If you aren’t acquainted with
a local theatre architect, we will be happy
to supply you with names of several who
are competent to handle any theatre remodeling project.
Herein we show a few “before” and
“after” examples of theatres which have
been modernized with new fronts. It would

be interesting to compare actual attendance figures before and after modernization, but we find in most cases that this
will be impossible. The various owners
have been asked for such figures, but due
to the system of charging for films on the
basis of attendance, these owners have declined to divulge attendance records, although every one expressed complete satisfaction with the job and unquestionably
there has been a material increase of attendance in every instance.

to their seats in the choicest locations possible, asking the patrons which part of the
theatre they would care to sit in. The
patron realizes how anxious the usher is to
make him comfortable and glows with appreciation.
The children’s councillor is always ready

to make a child feel that he is in capable
hands, getting the child into the habit of
patronizing that particular theatre where
he is always welcomed by a capable and
understanding councillor.
The cleaner’s part is to keep the theatre

so immaculate that a person entering, sitting or leaving the theatre realizes he or
she is in an institution spotlessly clean, all
of which helps to make the visit so much
more comfortable.
The

Little Spots of Color to Brighten the Corners

electrician is ever on the look-out

for dead lamps, replacing these so that the
theatre is always well-lit and attractive.
The operators are intent upon giving ex-

How often we observe unnecessary loss
of attraction through the lack of color and
action on attraction boards and lobby display sheets.
By the use of the colorful combination,
people are attracted and fascinated. Their
curiosity is aroused by the changing colors
and the different changes in expressions
on the display sheets. So they stop and
admire, and in so doing become aware of
the fact that you want them to know about
your current show and what the coming
features are to be. The result can be accomplished bythe use of a small automatic
BOXOFTICE

:: May

29, 1937.

color spot, such as the new GoldE RotoChrome, for a cost so small that it deserves
immediate application by every exhibitor
who wants to make his lobby display a
really attractive one.
Then too, there are dark and unattractive spots or corners in most every lobby or
theatre lounge that can be made more inviting and appealing by playing the changing colors on the darkened areas. The
machine can set in many different positions to create modern designs — effects
that could not be painted by an artist for
many times the cost of the little mechan-

cellent projection at all times — the sound
neither too loud nor too low, the picture
always framed properly.
With all the members of the cast carrying out their above duties, a successful
operation is inevitable.

* Reprinted from “Forward,” House Magazine of Skouras Theatre Circuit.

It costs an exhibitor many times less to
light his place of business properly than to
leave it dim and dingy.
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Another Small Town Goes
Metropolitan, Modem Wap
Roy E. Martin and associates give Tifton,
Georgia, the new Tift Theatre — a marvel
of modern architectural form and efficiency.
One of the finest shov/ spots in South
Georgia.

ON February 22 of this year, the doors

of “South Georgia’s theatre beautiful” opened for the first performance. Public interest in the new amusement place ran high and an official celebration of the gala event took place. Tifton’s entire theatre-going population was
joined by hundreds of out-of-town visitors
in welcoming a new type of entertainment
provision and to felicitate the Martin Theatre management, who have operated theatres successfully throughout the states of
Georgia, Alabama and Florida.
With an ovation that would do justice to
a Hollywood or Broadway premiere, the
residents of Tifton belied their provinciality
in a true metropolitan manner. And indeed, the new Tift Theatre is worthy of
such commendation. Although Tifton is
one of those boroughs which falls into the
small-town classification, the new theatre
is said to be of a type that would be entirely suitable to a city of 100,000 population. “Big time” is the word for the new
Tift.
The new theatre, which seats 1,400, involved a total expenditure of $50,000. Its
designer, R. N. McEachern, of Valdosta,
Georgia, is to be complimented upon his
astute application of new materials and
methods in the design and construction of
the house.
Oriental

Motif

Maintained

Although modern in design and style,
the Tift also has a definite Oriental flavour

in decorative motif from the facade to the
proscenium. This combination offers a
unique and most attractive inni' aiiun in
effect. By applying a mere lunt of Far
East ornateness, the severity ol modernistic form and decoration was made most
appropriate
to modern moving picture exhibition.
The facade, which is entirely of structural glass in rainbow colors, is trimmed
in aluminum strips which serve as reflecting backgrounds for variegated lighting.
The colorful tubing runs from the coping
to the marquee level, carrying out the modernistic design.
A large electric sign, generously bedecked
with vari-colored hues, attracts attention
to the theatre. The sign is topped by a
revolving ball of light that might grace the
finest theatre in the world. It acts as a
beacon to those who seek good entertainment. Impressive “Tift” name-signs and
changeable letter attraction boards on a
marquee of ample proportion serve further
to invite patronage to the new theatre.
Elaborate

Display

Display for coming attractions is handled
in a most refined manner. At the front
entrance, advertising is carried behind glass
enclosed cases built into the walls. The
absence of blatant posters and banners
contributes to the beauty of the front entrance. In the foyer, an elaborate spotlighted display stand is evident at a glance.

The

foyer

of

the

Tift

combines

ev-

erything: for oomfort,
convenience
and attraction value.
Note

clever but refined advertising: set

in
foreg:round
rig:ht.

at

The new Tift's
attraction.

front

is within

itself

a

feature

This stand is in keeping with the general
decorative effect of the theatre and is of
the type that can be changed easily to accommodate new kinds of attractions. Thus
is serves the dual purpose of an ornament
and an advertising medium.
Colorful lighting is continued from the
front into the foyer and lobby. Modern
fixtures and reflector lamps are used to
good the
effect
in lighting
patrons’ way
into
auditorium
and the
in enhancing
the
modern steel furniture and luxurious carpeting which are outstanding in this portion of the house. The offices of the manager, located just above the foyer on the
mezzanine floor, contain the same type of
modern furnishings, in keeping with the
attractive design of the entire structure.
The auditorium of the Tift Theatre is an
answer to the movie fan’s prayer. Here
the patron can sit in comfort on deeply
upholstered seats which are spaced in rows
one and one-half inches farther apart
than is customary. He can enjoy the beautiful surroundings; and perfect sound and
projection is insured by the most modern
and efficient type of equipment. The walls
and ceiling of the auditorium are of acoustically treated material which also is attractive decoratively and in its application
to stencil design work.
Each section of the auditorium was tested
for sound reception, with the result that
clear reproduction was provided for the
occupants of every seat in the house. The
screen is arranged to reflect a picture 19 Vz
feet by 22 feet in size, further enhancing
the patron’s enjoyment of the program.
The proscenium arch is backed by two
velvet curtains which, when drawn into the
wings, reveal a third curtain of silk gauze
reflecting the Oriental motif as the final
effect before the pictures flashes on the
screen.
The Tift was built with the possibility of
occasional stage presentations in mind. A
20 by 40 foot hardwood floor stage will accommodate vaudeville shows to be presented in season and special dressing rooms
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Tift*s auditorium hia.y all the

House
Appeal that
modern
materials
and

e(iuii)ment

can

provide —
a
place
where
the patrons
may

really

sit

fully

enjoy

what

presented
screen.

on

Modernize

and
is
the

have been constructed where the actors
will be furnished with every convenience.
Thermostatic control regulates the hot
air system to maintain an even temperature in cold weather. A washed air cooling system provides amply for summer
comfort. A modern dimmer system for
lights in the auditorium was provided and
the most modern sprinkler and fire protection systems were installed.
Many

Innovations

Among the many innovations in this
modern show place, which formerly only
larger city theatres enjoyed, and from
which Tift Theatre patrons receive a decided thrill, is a modern drinking fountain in the foyer, which is operated by a
“magic eye.” In addition to this almost
baffling phenomenon, two main front doors
are also operated by similar equipment.
Milton H. Kress, who manages the Tift
Theatre, is also quite enthusiastic about his
new charge. He was heard to remark that
in his past fourteen years of theatre operating experience in the states of Ohio, New
York, Illinois, Tennessee, Georgia, Mississippi and Florida, he never has seen a more
up-to-date or better equipped cinema plant.
Obviously, Manager Kress has reason to be
proud of the new theatre, since it would do
credit to any community of much larger
population than the very fortunate little
city of Tifton, Georgia.
Local

Press

Lauds

the

and the people of Tifton are pleased to
note the confidence which he manifests in
the future of this section. The Gazette
believes that Mr. Martin is making a wise
investment in Tifton and that he will find
that the people of this section wili appreciate an enterprise that will join with other
interests here in the development of a
larger, better and more prosperous Tifton.
“Local tradesmen appreciate the fact that,
in the erection of the Tift Theatre, everything that could be purchased to advantage
in Tifton was bought here, and that local
business interests have enjoyed a liberal
patronage as a result of the building of

theatre

— end
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“Tifton again is exhibiting its fine spirit
of appreciation and cooperation, in assisting the Martin Theatres in announcing
the opening of the new Tift Theatre,

“Mr. Martin exhibited excellent business
judgment in selecting Tifton as a place to
make an investment and erect one of the
most attractive of his many show places.

Send

Today

Enterprise

‘South Georgia’s Theatre Beautiful,’ here
next Monday, as illustrated by this magnificent 24-page edition of The Gazette.
“Tifton is proud of the handsome new
theatre Roy E. Martin and associates have
erected in Tifton, and is showing this appreciation in Tifton’s usual generous and
hospitable manner. The new building is a
credit to Tifton and all this section and
represents a considerable outlay on the part
of the Martin interests.

Broadway

the new theatre.”

In a feature editorial headed “Tifton’s
Fine Spirit,” The Daily Gazette, Tifton’s
leading newspaper, paid tribute to the venture in this manner:
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S.M.P.E. HOLDS

SPRING MEETING

in which four or five instnunents developed
in the last year were described.

IN HOLLYWOOD

W. J. Albersheim, of Electrical Research
Products, delivered a paper, “A Device for
Direct Reproduction from Variable Density

The Society of Motion Picture Engi-

neers held its five-day convention in
Hollywood at the Hollywood-Roosevelt
Hotel, May 24th to 28th. Papers presented
embracing practically every phase of the
motion picture industry indicate that research and development of motion picture
equipment and techniques show greater
acceleration in the last year than at any
time since the first several years following
the introduction of sound.
Outstanding sessions during the convention were those held Monday, Tuesday and
Thursday evenings when the members of
the Society met with West Coast technical
experts. On Monday evening an interesting session was held at the Universal
Studios where talks and demonstrations
were given by a number of the department
heads, affording members an opportunity
to see a studio set and learn at first hand
from experts the methods of lighting and
direction. This session was arranged by
Homer G. Tasker, former president of the
Society.
Tuesday evening, members met at the
M-G-M studios to see a special program of
selected films dealing with sound quality,
color, special effects, and unusual photography. The material demonstrated was
assembled by technicians from the various
West Coast studios and represented the
finest examples of motion picture art.
The Academy of Motion Picture Arts and
Sciences served as host to the Society on
Thursday evening, when a general paper
on the technical program of the Research
Council was presented by William Koenig,
Chairman of the Council. Reports were
also presented by chairmen of several of
the Academy committees.
Friday evening’s program was of particular interest since it was devoted to the
subject of Television with a general paper
and illustrations by Ralph R. Beal, Research Supervisor of RCA, entitled “RCA
Developments in Television.”
Other important papers were read during the course of the convention. Among
these the treatise by G. Gaudio, Academy
cinematographic award recipient last year,
was outstanding. Mr. Gaudio discussed “A
New Viewpoint on the Lighting of Motion
Pictures.”
Because of the growing interest in col-

ored stills for advertising purposes, O. O.
Ceccarini’s paper, “Color Print Processes,”
was well received.
The Agfa-Ansco Corporation presented
“The New Agfacolor Process,” which describes this remarkable process for the first
time in this country.
H. Joachim reviewed “Twenty Years Development in High Frequency Camera,” a
paper on research in Germany in the field
of high-speed motion picture cameras.
Of particular interest to sound engineers
was the symposium on transmission meters

(Showing

Variable speed controls on all models in
the complete line of six sizes is a new feature of the product of the Wolverine
Blower Works, Grand Rapids, Michigan.
The speed control feature makes available to theatres a new flexibility of air
circulation at small cost. It is said to be
the type of blower now being used in 78
per cent of all theatres; its wide usage being attributed partially to the fact that it
does not just stir up the air, but actually
changes it by forcing in all outside fresh
air and distributing it through the entire
theatre.
BOXOFTICE
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NOW

with the Wagner 3-in-l Mounting Unit, the glass (1), the letters
(2), and the mounting unit (3) can
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Wolverine Blowers Add
Speed Control Feature

a Wagner

removed or replaced in one operation. Made only in stainless steel.

Sound Negatives,” which proved of particular interest to sound engineers.
The

papers sessions were arranged according to subject matter and sessions devoted to the following subjects: Studio
problems; color, instruments: acoustic and
sound; laboratory and projection; apparatus symposium; sound equipment, and
Television.
The semi-annual banquet was held on
Wednesday evening. Many interesting and
enjoyable social features were arranged for
the attending members and their friends.
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York)

• Letters set close to the
glass (Vs") — no shadows on
glass to distort letters or
blur visibility. (Note that
imitations of Wagner letters
cannot be set closer than
%" from the glass).
® Letters do not stick in the
frame

—

easy

to change

letters —

saves

time, tem-

per and current.
• You can modernize

your

marguee

with Wagner Silhouette Letters in 15 minutes with your own help.

Our
the

Structures Are All
Patent Protection

Covered by
Corporation

WAGNER SIGN SERVICE, Inc.

218
123

S.
W.

Hoyne Avenue. .CHICAGO
64th Street.. NEW
YORK

706

E. Hancock

Avenue. DETROIT

9^os Angeles ^Sales Office: 1957 S. Vermont Ave.
0 Pittsburgh Territory Representative: Flexlnme
Sales Corporation, 436 Boulevard of the Allies, Kttsburgh.
^Southeastern
Representative: Plexlume Southern Corporation, Atlanta, Ga.

43

Make EVERY Day a SATURDAY!
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Henriette Betlem, who gave
IIO) LONDE
l|K« up a promising career as a dressning
designer to become an air conditio
engineer, thinks her job is “great fun” even
though she is a lone wolf in a predominantly masculine field.
"Every job presents a different problem,”
the attractive, 25-year-old girl says, “but
it’s fun to work them out. My biggest job
is replacing hose and clothes ruined when
I climb over dirty machinery.
of the reasons I still design my

one

Slim and pretty. Miss Betlem started out
seven years ago in the air conditioning
business with her six brothers in the Betlem Heating Company, Rochester, N. Y.

Capacity output,
adequate cool,
fresh air for 450
seats, obtained at
greatly reduced
speed from 1 H.P.
motor.

Now

she is head engineer of the Rochester company and has shown such progress that her more experienced brothers
allow her to figure on most of the big jobs.
Her

THE

Rubber cushioned- —
Silent —
Positive,
carbon switch contacts.

That’s
own.”

AUTOMATIC
CURTAIN
CDNTRDL

to give them a technically clear explanation of their air conditioning needs. Us-

'58,So

Aided by Gerard, the 18-year-old Miss
Betlem started to study drafting, physics,
and thermo-dynamics. She attended evening school at the Mechanics Institute in
Rochester and learned more. An engineering course at the Newark, New Jersey, plant
of Carrier Corp., prepared her for her
work.

ually it’s a cinch.”
Most men are further astonished when
they see her measuring and figuring out
technical problems that would daze the ordinary business man. Sometimes she has
to pitch right in on a rush job and help,
she explained.
“I’ve put on many a fan belt,” she said.
Miss Betlem first became interested in
air conditioning when she attended a convention of the American Society of Heating
and Ventilating Engineers. She told her

in-

In supervising more than 100 installations of Carrier equipment since she started, Miss Betlem found that the hardest
persons to deal with are women.
“Women like to ask hundreds of questions,” she explained, “and have the sales
engineer tell them lots of things they
know nothing about. They like the old
fashioned ‘high pressure’ boys who put one
foot in the door and call you by your first
name before the echo of the front door
bell
dies competitors,
out.”
With
easy.

She

Miss

Betlem

says they’re always

finds

it

nice to her,

especially “young ones.”
“Most any of them would rather lose to
a woman than a man,” she said, smiling.
“Sometimes they even ask me to dinner —
and I usually go.”
Some of the jobs of which

she is most

proud

are the Monroe Theatre, Hotel Rochester, and the Bauch and Lomb optical
factory, all in Rochester.
Despite her own success in the field, Miss
Betlem’s

advice

to “most

women”

is “to

attend to their knitting.”
“There is no future in air conditioning
engineering for most women,” she said.
“Most of us are not mechanically minded
enough to visualize construction details
and overcome difficulties encountered in
average

44

This year she will take more
structions and study if she has time.

job is to sell as well as to “engineer.”

“I have a swell start when I see a prospect,” she smiled. “They are so amazed
that the first question they blurt out is
'What do you know about air conditioning?’
From there on the road is paved and I try

INC
;mdtdr

older brother, Gerard, head of their firm,
that she wanted to work with him.

installations.”
The

MODERN

THEATRE

SECTION

NEW

FILAMENT

LENGTHENS

ciency
of a new
tungstenTION
filament,
whichhigh-effi
will increase
I^ERPEC
the light output of incandescent
lamps 10 per cent without using any additional electrical current, was announced
this month by J. E. Kewley, vice president
of General Electric’s incandescent lamp
department at Nela Park.
This development, declared by engineers
to be the greatest forward step in tungsten
filament lamps since the invention of the
gas-filled lamp in 1913, will provide a
“lighting bonus” or saving of $16,500,000
to the public this year, Mr. Kewley declared in his announcement made to utility engineers from all parts of the country
gathered here for the annual Advanced
Lighting Conference. By 1946, he said, the
annual lighting bonus will amount to well
over $60,000,000, with the total value of
all such bonuses during the next five years
exceeding $200,000,000. A “lighting bonus,”
he explained, represents the greater
amount of light produced by improved
lamps in a given year over that provided
by the same quantity and types of lamps
used in a previous year, at the same current cost.
Taking the 60-watt lamp of the 100-130volt class as an example, Mr. Kewley pointed out the new filament would provide
extra illumination which, at average rates,
would cost 30 cents a year, or twice the
purchase price of the lamp, and at no extra
cost to the user.
The new high-efficiency filament climaxes 24 years of continuous research in the
lamp development laboratories, Mr. Kewley
declared, and follows a series of successive
improvements in the chemical handling,
fabrication and manufacturing application
of tungsten wire.
First drawn into a straight wire 19/10,OOOths of an inch in diameter, so fine as to
be almost invisible to the naked eye, the
tungsten is then wound, 335 turns to the
inch, around a thin molybdenum wire, or
mandrel, leaving the coils, or turns, 1/1000
of an inch apart. These coils must be kept
as close together as possible, to reduce heat
loss, but must not touch each other, else
they would short-circuit, causing the lamp
to fail instantly.
Then the coiled wire is coiled once more
on another mandrel, 70 turns per inch,
with a spacing of 7/lOOOths of an inch
between the secondary coils. Before the
first coiling, the tungsten wire in a filament is 20 inches long. The first coiling
compresses it to a length of 3.4 inches.
The second coiling compresses it still further to a length of % inch, with a coildiameter of 310/10,000ths of an inch. Following the second coiling, the mandrels or
center wires are dissolved by means of
chemicals.
When installed in the lamp, the new
filament is mounted as a cross-bar between
two lead-in wires, with one support in the
center of the filament, instead of being
looped around three supports, as was the
practice with the older type of coiled filament.
The new filament development solves one
of the oldest and most stubborn problems
involved in lamp manufacture. In a pure
vacuum, a tungsten filament operating at
a high temperature tends to evaporate
BOXOmCE

LIFE OF LAMPS

quickly, and deposit its particles on the
inner surface of the bulb, thus causing
bulb-blackening and decreased light output. The use of certain gases within the
bulb introduces pressure which reduces
filament evaporation, with its attendant
evil of blackening, and allows it to operate
at a higher temperature for the same life.
Offsetting these advantages, the presence of gas inside the bulb gives rise to
convection currents, or “breezes,” which
tend to fan the filament and lower its temperature, thus reducing its light output.
Dr. Irving Langmuir, of General Elec-

tric’s research laboratories in Schenectady,
in his invention of the gas-filled lamp, discovered that the greater the concentration
of the filament, particularly in length, the
lower the heat loss. Since the effective
length of the new design filament is only
about one-half that of the old, there is
much less cooling by the gas which permits the lamp to give 10 per cent more light
for the same amount of electric current.
The gas employed in the new lamps is a
mixture of nitrogen and argon.
Although the development will substantially increase manufacturing costs, resultant improvements in the quality of the
lamps will, in accordance with company
policy, be passed on to the public at no increase in prices, Mr. Kewley said.
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OFFERING SERIALLY THE OPINIONS OF SPECIALISTS IN THE VARIOUS FACTORS
OF ILLUMINATION FOR ADVERTISING DISPLAY, CLEAR VISION AND SCENIC EFFECT

An Open Letter to Theatre Owners
and Managers . . . Everywhere
By Louis
EAR SIR: You asked that we visit
the newly remodeled theatre here
and note our reactions. You requested further that we send the general
information as to methods employed and
the equipment available for your use should
you desire to redecorate. Here is our
report :
The exterior was somehow different from
the average theatre and it certainly was
attracting people. It had an appeal totally
lacking in many other houses, but it didn’t
exert that attraction by reaching out and
hitting you in the eye. That was the difference. It was the lighting.
The theatre seemed to glow in light and
color. The architecture and illumination
had been designed to work hand in hand,
and through them an effect was obtained
which was ti'uly beautiful — attention compelling, but not garish ; brilliant but not an
eyesore. Not only had the exterior been
wonderfully illuminated, but color had been
added making it stand out from the other
buildings surrounding it like a painting in
a group of black and white sketches. And
not a single floodlight was visible to spoil
the effect. All were concealed in the top
of the marquee or in building setbacks, so
that the effect alone was visible.
Bare

Lamps

Banished

The marquee, too, was changed. Gone
were the naked lamps; in their place were
round lenses flush with the surface which
gave a soft and even light over the entire
walk beneath. Even the bright letters announcing the feature picture were changed.
In their place were black silhouette letters
standing out against backgrounds of rich,
vibrant color. Why hadn’t all those bare
lamps been hidden long ago?
Within the foyer this new type of concealed lighting again attracted out attention. Long coves, containing tubular lamps
gave uninterrupted bands of light making
the ceiling itself the lighting fixture for
the room. Other concealed lighting units

*Engineering Dept., Century
Inc., New York, N. Y.
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attracted attention to the photo frames.
Some of these units were built into the
cases themselves; while others, which projected their light to frame the displays
exactly, were mounted inside the ceiling.
No distracting equipment, no glaring light
sources — all had been carefully designed
into the building itself.
Over the ticket taker was another Fresnel lens such as were used under the marquee. It covered him with a soft, clear
light, yet prevented glare in anyone’s eyes.
These units have a wide application; they
were also used to produce the floodlighting
on the exterior of the building.
Indirect coves over the rear aisles and
stairways furnished sufficient illumination
for easy seeing, and at the same time so
blended into the architecture as to give a
most rich and luxurious appearance. Step
lights along the aisles increased the feeling
of security, and no annoying flashlight was
necessary to enable the usher to show us
seats. With the aisles lighted, the rest of
the audience could enjoy the picture without interruption.
Decorated

With

Light

As we took our seats, the house lights
dimmed up, and we had the opportunity of
examining the interior closely. Lighting
had been designed and used as a part of
the building itself. The interior was modern, simple, yet extremely effective. No
elaborate decorations had been employed.
The scheme consisted rather in emphasizing the major architectural forms by means
of the lighting they concealed. And by
means of remote control this lighting was
changed so the entire theatre seemed to
take on new and different shapes and colors. Decorative glass panels, some with
silhouette grills in front of them, were accented by light to create additional points
of interest.
Several recessed louvred lights were provided for the higher illumination of the
auditorium. These were so directed and
arranged as to provide a relatively high
level of light on the seating area without
too greatly increasing the light on the walls
which would have interfered with the decorative plans described above. There was

a strong sense of coordination between the
architectural features of the design and the
illumination which revealed them. In no
instance did it appear that the design had
been forced to allow for the lighting equipment nor did it seem that the two had been
separately planned. They were interdependent and the union was a happy one.
These thoughts so occupied our attention
that the gradual changing of the light
passed unnoticed for a moment. Soon,
however, we became aware of a subtly
changing tone. The original ivory quality
became paler and more blue until the entire house was bathed in a soft blue shadow
for the picture. The fanfare of the picture
announced its beginning.
Equipment

Described

In the following paragraphs is a general
description of the equipments referred to
above.
Floodlighting: Building floodlighting re-

quirements encompass equipments which
will give concentrated beams for long
throws and wide angle spreads to cover
large areas at short distances. The Fresnel type is a new and highly efficient design built to serve either purpose. Wattages range from 75 to 1500 watts.
Marquee:

The new lens type units offer

higher illumination values and a far finer
appearance than the naked lamps formerly employed. Wattages range from 60
to 150 watts.
Entrance

Lobbies and Foyers: Displays

and photo frames fall into two groups:
permanent, and portable equipment. For
the permanent type, either small built-in
strips concealed in the frames and taking
wattages up to 75 watts or framing units
recessed in the ceiling or concealed in coves
or behind columns may be used. The latter
type provides hard sharp beams which may

Advice on Lighting
Various contributors to this department, comprising outstanding authority on the subject of Theatre Lighting,
will be glad to answer questions or
otherwise assist in the correct solution
of any lighting problems presented by
our readers. Such inquiries, addressed
to the editor of The Modern Theatre
section, will be referred promptly to
sources of information most pertinent
to the problem presented.
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be matted to fill exactly the frames. Wattages range from 75 to 1000 watts.
For portable frames the diffusing type
of spotlight is preferable. It may be recessed as an architectural Fresnelite or
concealed as above, in which case the type
with soft edge lens should be employed.
Certain new designs in spotlights are sufficiently handsome that they may be used
in full view.
Exit and Directional Signs: Exit and directional signs are familiar equipment
which may be obtained today in a wide
variety of excellent designs.
General Illumination: Modern practice
demands either the directional soft lens
type downlights or units which will project their beams through small ceiling

illumination on the seating areas without , first section. In addition, copies were sent
to all distributors throughout the country
making the walls correspondingly bright.
with teaser stickers on the outside. As a
Wattages range from 60 to 1000 watts.
result, the entire organization became
Decorative Lighting: Decorative Illumi“Coronation” conscious and eagerly awaited
nation should always supplement the utility
the formal introduction of the new instrulighting. For this purpose one of the most
ment.
effective types of equipment is cove stripThe Coronation Acousticon is truly a
ping. It is manufactured to employ either
beautiful instrument. Its modernity of dethe conventional general service lamps or
sign suggests the streamlining which is in
tubular or lumiline lamps. With this varthe forefront of design today.
iety of types, almost any wattage is availFrom a scientific standpoint, the instruable, and the color possibilities are unlimment is said to embody the latest developited. The stripping is made either with or
ments and is certain to point the way to
without reflectors, giving distributions satbetter
hearing
for millions of deafened perisfactory to any set of conditions. Wattsons throughout the world.
ages range up to 200 watts for A and PS
type lamps, to 150 watts for tubular type,
and to 60 watts for lumilines.
Do you use changeable letter attraction
Aisle and Step Lights: The comfort and
boards? If you don’t, you’re denying your
box office a better chance to do business.
safety which this equipment gives the theatre patrons, cannot be questioned. With
the small initial cost and low upkeep they
reduce accidents and complaints to a
minimum. Wattages range from 7 to 40
watts.
Stage Lighting: The equipment for illuminating stages of all sizes and for all kinds
of performances is so varied that even a
summary list can not be included here.
However, besides colored lighting of the
screen and spots from the projection booth,
there should be included some means of
adequately lighting the stage itself. New
developments and designs in lighting units
have permitted the lowering of wattages
and an ease of operation and flexibility
never before possible.
Control : All circuits supplying house and
stage lights as well as exterior flood lighting and the marquee units should be
brought to one or more central control
stations. Dimmers of the resistance, reactance, or transformer type may be used,
but it is important that lighting changes
should be gradually established, not thrown
in suddenly by means of switches alone.
For permanent installations, transformer
dimmers are recommended as furnishing
a more economical method of control than
the resistance units.
All of the equipment mentioned above
was not necessary to the presentation of a
motion picture. The film might have been
shown against a white washed fence in a
back yard. But to present the picture to
the best advantage, to attract and to give
the patrons the most comfortable and enjoyable show, lighting added immeasurably. It is an element of design and an
attraction in itself, and when properly used
in conjunction with the other features of
the theatre, proves a most valuable and
appealing asset. We believe that it will
be well worth your time to investigate more
thoroughly the equipment mentioned and
its possibilities in the remodeling of your
theatre.

Coronation
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up.

m

Six sizes.

May be used for
cooling in summer
and changed to exhaust in winter.
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Write for literature
on complete line.

Aid Systems

inauguration of an unusual merchandising campaign centered around the

important British event, “broke” in the
Coronation issue of the New York Sun.
Dictograph Products Company, celebrated in this novel manner their 35th
birthday, by bringing out a new model
hearing aid.
The

PinECTSHaT

Tieup for

Hearing
The

WDLYERINE

initial promotion in the Sun consisted of 12 teaser ads appearing in the

WOLVERINE
BLDWER WORKS
4llPRDSPEtTAVENE
Drand

Rapids, Mich

29, 1937.
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Case History No. 6
The

Miraculous

Building^s

Result

is yet a symmetry and grace in the construction of the New Granada, seating 1,028
persons, which is typical of the modern
day trend in functional architecture. Construction and engineering was apparently
inspired by one objective: the utmost in
attractiveness and functional furnishings
for the comfort and convenience of patrons.
The final results are gratifying to all concerned.

of an Old

Renovation

TILL another ugly duckling landmark
has been transformed into a marvel
of beauty and mechanical efficiency.
That is the climax to a six-months’ old
story of the old Pythian Temple first floor,
which has moulted its time-frayed feathers
and emerged in a fullness of glamour and
color as the New Granada Theatre, on
Center Avenue in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.
A beautiful new edifice which typifies
the modern trend in architecture and outfitting is the final outcome. Every department of the New Granada exemplifies
elegance, efficiency and due regard for the
comfort and convenience of its patrons.
Announced last fall as the “Hill” district’s new theatre, when excavation was
put under way, the old Center Avenue
building has been extensively revamped
since that time at a cost of approximately

$75,000, by the Iron City Amusement Company, the principals of which are Nathan
Rosen, president and Harry Hendel, general manager, both veteran showmen of
the “Hill.” Comfort the Object
Bizarre and colorful in every detail, there

Before
was

the
of

The new theatre’s front is constructed
of a combination of modern materials consisting of stainless steel and porcelain enamel, something entirely new in the Pittsburgh territory. The color scheme is yellow, blue, red and green. The sweeping
and daringly modernistic curves of the

miracle

wrought.

scene

IN DEC-

This

disorder

and dilapidation was
transformed into an
area of
traction.

unusual

at-

huge electric lighted sign and marquee,
which adorn the front of the building, are
considered by many admirers the most
colorful and outstanding illumination
achievement of its kind in the tri-state
district.
A

view

Pythian

of the exterior of the old
Temple, at

Pittsburgh,
before
architecture
had
transformed
a

new

it

modern

atre front. The
sult is shown
opposite

page.

into
thereon

The Granada’s lobby is colorfully decorated in a striking ultra-modern color design. Stainless steel indirect lighting fixtures are well placed on the delightfully
decorated auditorium walls. Rest rooms
are commodious, well equipped, sanitary
and conveniently located just off the inner
foyer. Mirrored make-up tables and other
cosmetic conveniences are provided for the
ladies.
The auditorium is equipped with fine,
comfortable, deep-cushioned spring opera
chairs, upholstered with crushed mohair
in a variegated color ensemble, each two
rgws offerentseats
being furnished
colored backs.
Many

Interesting

with dif-

Innovations

Lighting effects throughout the lobbies,
lounge rooms and main auditorium are of
the indirect type and the numerous rich
wall tapestries are of rainbow hues. Acoustical treatment was abundantly used
throughout the structure.
A modern air conditioning system, with

48

The MODERN

THEATRE

SECTION

I’ittsburgh’s aged Pythian Temple emerges from
obscurity as
the

New

Granada

Theatre,

ern picture playhouse
ordinary elegance and

a mod-

of extraequipment

efficiency.

carefully concealed ducts,
was installed to provide patrons with year-round comfort, and the sound reproducing system is of the very
latest type. Carpeted floors,
accessories for the smoker,
cool di inking water fountains, free vi-eighing scales,
a confectionery bar and
scores of other modern contrivances are among the
novel features provided. Stylish uniformed ushers and
maids are pledged to render efficient service.
Hendel and Rosen, exhibitors on Center
Avenue for a number of years, have withdrawn from the Granada Theatre, formerly
the Lando, which they have operated under
lease for the past several years, and this
property has been closed. Besides their
New Granada Theatre, Hendel and Rosen
operate the Savoy Ballroom, Center Avenue, presenting Saturday evening and Sunday midnight dances, with special outstanding orchestras offered for engagements about once a month.
The second floor of the former Pythian
Temple, now the New Granada, will be
remodeled during the summer and in the
early fall Hendel and Rosen expect to open
a fine new ballroom in this area.
The New Granada Theatre was opened
to the public Wednesday evening. May 12.
It was designed by and built under the
supervision of Alfred M. Marks, registered
architect. Mr. Marks also is responsible
for such noted theatres as the Latonia, at
Oil City; the Roxian, at McKees Rocks;
and the New Bradford, at Bradford, Pennsylvania.
In connection with the opening, the
Pittsburgh Courier streamed the announcement on its front page, and about forty
business associates and friends of the management purchased two pages of space in a
special edition for congratulations.

New S. O. S. Bulletin
Special S. O. S. “Coola-Weather” combination units highlight a new air conditioning bulletin issued by the S. O. S. Corporation of New York under the title of
“Keep Them Cool This Summer.” Other
equipment discussed includes blowers,
ionizers, propeller exhaust fans, roof ventilators, pumps, mechanical refrigeration
units and a line of summer chair covers.
BOXOFnCE
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MODERNIZING

GUIDE

Through the co-operation of our affiliated architects, leading manufacturers, their engineers, designers, dealers, contractors and others, a majority of whom are active members of The Modern Theatre Remodeling
Institute, we are prepared to assist the theatre-owner in the structural
design as well as the selection and application of all commodities and
services needed in remodeling and modernizing by placing him in touch
with dependable sources of supply. As sponsor of the Institute, we
strive to impartially relay each inquiry only to sources of reliable information. However, we do not guarantee all statements or claims made
in connection with products offered.

MAIL

THIS FORM

The MODERN THEATRE Remodeling
Room 334 — 332 S. Michigan Ave.
Chicago, 111.

FOR

FREE

Institute,

Gentlemen: Without cost or obligation
covering the following subjects:

please

□ Acoustics
□ Air Conditioning

□ Decorating
Q Heating Equipment

□ Amplifiers
□ Architectural Service

n Lighting Fixtures
□ Lounge Furniture
□ Plumbing Fixtures

□ Carpets
□ Coin Changers
□ Complete Remodeling

INFORMATION

□ Projectors
□ Projection Lamps

arrange

to have

□
□
□
n
□
□
□

Theatre

data

5-29-37

supplied

to us

Screens
Seating
Signs and Marquees
Sound Equipment
Theatre Fronts
Ticket Machines
Other Subjects

Seating

Capacity.

Address
City

State
Signed

(Owner-Manager)
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Projection Arcs and Approved Meth
ods of Operation for Best Results

Perhaps no fac-

Geib*
By E. R. types
of projector

tor has contributed more to the
growth and development of the motion
picture theatres of today than the light used
to project the pictures
on the screen. Without
the carbon arc, motion
pictures would be confined to rooms holding
50 or 100 people instead of filling theatres seating hundreds
and thousands as they do today. Such
theatres as Radio City and others would
be impossible; in fact without the carbon
arc, motion pictures would have remained
a minor industry literally stunted in its
growth by lack of light.
To serve adequately the needs of the
industry, several types of arcs have been
developed and are in general use throughout the world. In this article, we shall
discuss only those which are in most general use, i. e.
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*Arc Department Manager, Carbon Sales
Division, National Carbon Company, Inc.,
Cleveland, Ohio.

50

carbons and also some
of the difficulties which are encountered
when these conditions are not fulfilled.
The

Suprex

Type

IMECHANICAE
THE

Arc

We shall consider first the latest development, the new Suprex type high intensity arcs. These arcs operate at currents
ranging from 32 to 65 amperes at the arc.
Both positive and negative carbons are
protected from oxidation and their electrical resistances reduced, by a copper coating that makes it practicable to hold the
carbons any convenient distance from the
arc. They should be burned in a horizontal
position
an arc carbon
length of
aboutslightly
5/16"
with the atnegative
placed
lower than the positive. The positive carbons are consumed at 6.5" to 13.5" per hour
depending upon the arc current. The tail
flame position and size is regulated by a
magnet. If they are not burned in line,
that is, if the negative carbon should be
moved to one side of the positive carbon
even slightly, the crater of the positive
carbon tends to burn off crooked with the
result that the light on the projection
screen will be lower on one side than on
the other. If we operate them below their
rated current, there will be a noticeable
decrease in light emission and at the same
time, there will be a tendency for the arc
to lose the high intensity effect upon which
its extreme brilliancy depends and to burn
as a low intensity arc. If, on the other
hand, the current is increased beyond the
carrying capacity of the carbon, the consumption will not only be higher but there
will be some tendency toward unsteadiness
in the light. Too much emphasis, therefore, cannot be placed upon burning these
carbons at their rated amperages.
Care should also be taken that the arc
length is not too short because, under such
conditions, there is a tendency for a carbide tip to be formed on the negative carbon. This carbide tip is due to a plating
action from the positive to the negative
carbon and the amount of formation of
this carbide tip is a function of the distance between the carbons. The carbide
tip is harmful for a number of reasons.

MORE

PRAC-

EFFICIENT

MODERN

THEATRE.

If it gets too large, the arc tends to play
around on this tip, causing an unsteady
arc stream and consequent unsteady light
on the screen. The large carbide tip also
tends to throw out particles which may be
deposited on the mirror. The discharge of
these particles likewise produces unsteadiness in the light. When cool, the carbide
tip serves as an electrical 'insulator and
may prevent restriking the arc unless removed.
To facilitate burning in to proper crater
form, all Suprex positive carbons are precratered. A word might be added regarding striking the arc. After striking the arc
the carbons should be separated as quickly
as possible, depending upon the characteristics of the power source. In some types
of power sources, it is necessary to separate
the carbons at a slower rate than in other
types. If the carbons are held together
too long and then separated slowly, the
core is liable to be blown out, the mirror
may be sooted or pitted and excessive
smoke fills the lamphouse. The soot and
molten particles of core thrown out by this
improper method of striking may reach the
mirror even though the lamp douser is
down. If the mirror becomes sooted and
this soot is not cleaned off, there is a
possibility that the mirror may crack or
break because the black soot absorbs the
heat from the arc and causes hot spots
on the mirror.
As low intensity lamps are built to burn
carbons at 3 to
inches per hour it will
easily be seen why the Suprex type carbons cannot be operated successfully in
low intensity reflecting arc lamps. To
make the necessary changes in these lamps
would necessitate rebuilding them in their
entirety and even then they would not
equal the modern Suprex type lamps built
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"One moment

especially to burn this new type of arc.
Condenser

Type

High

Intensity

Arc

In this type of arc, the positive carbon
is held in a horizontal position with its
crater directly facing the condenser assembly. Since the current density in the
carbon is very high and the high efficiency
of this type of arc is dependent on the
maintenance of a well formed cup-like
crater, the positive carbon is allowed to
project but a short distance from the
holder and is rotated continuously while
the arc is burning. The negative carbon is
set at an angle to the positive, usually 40
to 60 degrees below the horizontal.
It has been the practice for carbon
manufacturers to specify the current at
which high intensity carbons of various
sizes should be burned but they have been
reluctant to specify the voltage. A glance
at Figure 1 will explain the reason for this
reticence.

Fig. 1

This figure gives graphic representations of three 70-volt arcs, but the arc
lengths measured as shown in the figure,
vary from lYs" to
In X the negative
flame does not touch the lower part of the
positive carbon, in Y it just touches it,
and in Z it overlaps it considerably. These

Fig. 2

arcs give entirely different results in quantity and quality of crater light and the
projectionist would only be confused by

Fig. 3

any voltage specifications without qualifications as to the relative position of positive and negative carbons, since this latter
relationship is probably more important
than the arc voltage.
The most practical means of studying
the results of the movement of the positive
carbon with respect to the negative is to
hold the negative carbon tip in one position and move the positive carbon along
its axis, maintaining the current at constant value by adjusting the ballast resistance. Graphic representations of the
arcs obtained at 120 amperes by moving
the positive carbon successive steps of W
along the axis are given in Figure 2.
The arc voltage for this particular set
varies from 86 in position A to 55 volts in
position F. The negative flame in position
A is considerably ahead of the positive so
that the positive flame actually rolls out
of the bottom of the positive crater before
the negative flame strikes it and diverts
it upward. As the positive carbon is moved
ahead this condition is altered so that at
D, the edge of the negative flame just
touches the lower edge of the positive carbon and practically the whole negative
flame is sweeping across the crater opening as though compressing the positive
flame. Finally at F a good portion of the
negative flame plays against the bottom
of the positive carbon and again only a
part sweeps across the positive crater. The
values of relative light and arc voltage for
these different arcs at 120 amperes are
shown in Figure 3. The maximum useful
(Continued on following page)

importance

Wherever the Transverter is installed,
efficient, dependable, direct current is
assured.
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X
some cues for his cockeyed capers called “One Moment Please”
or “The Trials of a Punch-Drunk Projectionist.” Help him out with a hint or two.
Send him a “situation” and watch him
strut his stuff.

Hein'

Example:

Describe (by words) the scene

of action and what happened to Sam
when
. Go right on from
there and give him a comic situation. Use
either your memory or your imagination.

A Buck for Your

TRANSVERTER
Dependability is of major
in current conversion.

Ol Cinema Sam needs

Brain-Child . . .
If it’s got a moral or is good for a
laugh, we’ll send you a crisp, new dollar
bill. Our staff cartoonist will work the
idea into a strip to be published with credit
to you. Come on now. Exercise your sense
of humor and send Ol’ Sam an idea. You
don’t need to draw it — just describe the
climax of what happened to our hero.
You’ll get a kick out of it and so will all
the rest of us. Address your comical cues
to The Editor, Room 334, at 332 S. Michigan Avenue, Chicago, 111.

29, 1937.
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light is obtained at position D (as would
be expected from the above description of
the action of the negative flame against
the positive crater opening) . The light
diminishes as the positive is moved in
either direction from position D.
The useful light from the arc is steadiest
when the edge of the negative flame is
definitely on the lower part of the positive
crater. To obtain this steadiness with the
greatest possible volume of useful light, it
is necessary to get as near position D as
possible without having the edge of the
negative flame periodically slip off the edge
of the positive crater. This may require
a slight adjustment toward position E.
When this arc relntionship is established
excellent screen illv.mination should result.

If such is not the case, with the optical
system in the customary position, the projectionist should adjust his lenses or lamp
until the desired spot on the aperture plate
and maximum uniform light on the screen
is obtained. He will then be using both
his optical system and his arc to the best
advantage and the light on the screen will
be steady, brilliant and uniform.
If the position of the positive carbon is
such that a considerable portion of the
negative flame is enveloping the outside of
the positive crater, as in position F, the
useful light is still very steady but has
decreased in amount, as shown in Figure 3.
This is possibly because an appreciable
amount of the current is actually going
through the outside of the positive sheli

rather than through the crater where
generates useful light.

it

If, on the other hand, the positive is so
placed that the negative flame is alternately hitting or missing the lower edge of
the positive, as might be the case with
the carbons in position C or D, the useful
light is high but there is a small flicker
evident whenever the negative flame goes
on or off the shell. If the positive is moved
stili further back as in B or A, so that the
negative fiame clears the positive shell
entirely, there is a decrease in light as indicated by Figure 3, accompanied by undesirable large flickers due to the negative
flame not being in position to keep the
positive flame consistently in correct relation to the positive crater.
If the positive carbon is changed from
position C or D to that of E without
changing the ballast resistance or the position of the negative, as is often done in the
projection booth, there might actually be
an increase in light. This, of course, would
be accompanied by an increase in arc current. If the positive is moved in the opposite direction toward position A the decrease of light will be much greater than
that shown in the solid line of Figure 3.
This change is shown by the dotted line
in Figure 3 for a 115-volt power line. The
reason for this is obvious when the decrease of arc voltage in going from A to F
is noted. If the ballast resistance and line
voltage were kept constant, a movement of
the positive from position A to any of the
other positions would necessarily apply an
increasing voltage to the constant ballast
resistance and give an increase in current.
The distance from the projected axis of
the positive carbon to the tip of the negative carbon for the arc illustrated in Figure 2 is
Similar experiments were
made with the distances of 1/2" and %"
with exactly the same results. Within
these limits and with the same relative
position of the positive and negative flames
the arc length had no noticeable effect on
the useful light. In the high intensity arc
burning 16mm positives similar results
were obtained.
The

High

Intensity
(Hilo) Reflecting

Arc

In the high intensity reflecting arc lamp,
the positive carbon is likewise held in a
horizontal position. In some lamps the
negative carbon is inclined at a sharp
angle to the positive while in others the
negative is inclined only slightly below the
horizontal. In the high intensity reflecting lamps having the negative carbon inclined at only a slight angle below the horizontal, the principles of arc adjustment
discussed above still apply. With the positive crater at the correct distance from the
mirror as indicated by the gauge pin or by
the chart at the side of the lamp on which
the arc image is projected, the axis of the
negative carbon should intersect the face
of the positive crater at a point siightly
below the center, in most cases about
3 /32". With the arc properly adjusted the
negative arc stream wiil slightly overlap
the lower lip of the positive carbon and
will maintain this position steadily, producing a projection light free from annoying flicker. The use of too short an arc
gap may make it impossible to adjust the
positive carbon feed to the rate at which
that carbon is being consumed. Likewise,
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if the negative carbon feed is adjusted to
feed the negative carbon faster than it is
being consumed, the arc will be shortened
and the same difficulty encountered. Feed
rollers and the shafts on which they ride
must be kept clean and in good condition.
If allowed to become worn, the tip of the
positive carbon will wobble, producing fluctuation in the screen illumination, distortion of the positive crater and frequently
interruption of the feed due to the carbon
jamming.
The steady burning of all high intensity
arcs, i.e., the condenser, reflecting type or
the Suprex type, is dependent upon the
formation of a symmetrical cup-like crater
at the tip of the positive carbon. The
formation of this crater on the blunt tip
of a new carbon requires appreciable time.
For this reason, all National High Intensity as well as Suprex carbons are precratered.
Low

Intensity

Reflecting

Arc

Despite the fact that several types of
high intensity lamps, including the new
Suprex types, have made possible great
improvement in quality and brilliancy of
screen illumination, there are still more
low intensity reflecting arc lamps in use
than all the others combined.
Several precautions are necessary in the
operation of this type of arc to obtain the
best performance of which it is capable.
If, for some reason or other, the arc becomes lengthened beyond the proper arc
gap, the arc is liable to go out; or the
current will go down and the light spot on
the positive carbon tends to wander, causing lower intensity of light and uneven
distribution on the projection screen. If
the negative is out of line with the positive carbon, we again have a condition
which affects the light on the screen.
There is uneven burning and a tendency
for the crater to become lopsided, causing
the light to be higher on one side of the
screen than on the other. In addition,
there is a tendency for the arc to wander
off of the crater face of the positive carbon
causing a flashing which is obvious both
on the crater image and on the screen.
If the negative is burned too high or low
with respect to the positive, the same
phenomena are apt to occur and in any
event the crater will be lopsided and will
tend to give non-uniform screen illumination. If the arc control speed is set too
fast, or the carbons not drawn apart sufficiently when striking the arc, sputtering
will occur and there will be an actual plating of the carbon material from the positive onto the negative carbon. This latter
condition is referred to as “mushroom
points.” Such a condition is, of course,
very noticeable on the projection screen as
the arc becomes unsteady, which results in
a corresponding fluctuation of light on the
screen. This condition will last until the
deposit on the negative carbon is burned
off. Occasionally, such a condition causes
a flash or a blink in light on the screen.
Operation of carbons beyond their rated
capacity results in spindling, especially on
the negative carbon. Excessive spindling
may also be caused by corroded contacts,
lack of firm pressure on the carbons in the
holders or by the carbons being clamped
too far from the tips, thus creating excessive heat from the arc current being carried through too great a length of exposed
carbon.
The

reflector arc lamp
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drafts of air within the lamphouse. This
is due to the fact that the current employed is considerably less than in other
types of lamps and the arc stream consequently more easily disturbed. The ventilating system on the lamp should be so
regulated that, with the exhaust fan in
operation, the arc will not be extinguished.
In addition to maintaining a crater of
proper form on the positive carbon, it is
essential that this crater be kept at the
focus of the reflector. Reflector arc lamps
equipped with a motor driven carbon feeding mechanism should be adjusted to feed
both positive and negative carbons at their
normal rate of consumption, thus maintaining the positive carbon crater in a fixed
position with an arc gap of uniform length.
To make this possible, the rate of speed of
the negative carbon is made adjustable
relative to that of the positive. Every lamp
is equipped with an indicator showing the
correct position for the positive crater at
the focus of the mirror. If allowed to deviate from this position to any great extent, the effective illumination will be
reduced.
From the foregoing analysis of the various types of projection lamps it is obvious
that the projectionist, to obtain satisfactory screen illumination, should give careful attention to the following factors;
Maintain proper alignment of the carbons.
See that position of negative carbon is
in proper relation to the positive carbon.
Maintain position of positive crater at
correct location in respect to optical system.
Adjust feeding mechanism
proper arc length.

BETTER SOUND
TRANSMISSION
- Reason No. 5. Why
Modern

Theatres Choose

SCREENS
Sounds, transmitted through Da-Lite Screens,
reach the audience clear and full-toned. This
is because the amount of open area is scientifically pre-detsrmined and the number, size
and

spacing of perforations are rigidly controlled in manufacture. The percentage of

open area is fixed by sound requirements
and is kept to a minimum in order to reduce
light

loss

screen's

or

unwarranted

reflective
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CO., INC.
Chicago,

Illinois

DA-LITE
SCREENS
Quality Screens for More
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to maintain

Operate the arc within the recommended limits of arc current and voltage.
With the precision available in modern
projection lamps reasonable care in regard
to these factors should insure a steady and
brilliant light on the projection screen.
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Joe Robin Heads New
Sales-Service Setup
In a statement of purpose presented elsewhere herein, Joe Robin, head of the recently formed J. E. Robin, Inc., of New York
City, pioneers a new departure in theatre
equipment and supply distribution and
service to the theatre trade.
The new organization is geared to modern merchandising methods, according to
Mr. Robin, who for many years has been
active in theatre equipment development
and distribution. The new company will
function as wholesale sales engineers, supplementing the efforts of affiliated dealers
to provide the exhibitor with great assurance of quality in both product and installation service.
In outlining the objects of his company,
Mr. Robin explained; “This is a merchandising organization. We have established
offices and a display room on the premises
that we will be in a position to show our
foreign and domestic accounts the merchandise which we shall sell. We are in a
position to render architects, engineers and
exhibitors a service. However, our activities are to be confined solely to the distribution of equipment exclusively to dealers.”
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A DEPARTMENT DEVOTED TO A BETTER UNDERSTANDING OF TEMPERATURE CONTROL
— ITS USAGE IN PRACTICAL APPLICATION FOR THE BENEFIT OF THE BOXOFHCE

Prophets and Profits -- or the Perils
of Price Buying

walk selected happened to be an “exit”
passageway from the theatre and it was
located between two tall buildings.

By Gordon H. Simmons*
44

PROPHET

is

not without
honor save in

his own country.” Me
and King Solomon
agree on that. Had the
original brain-truster
installed an air conditioning system in his
harem, his wives and
lady friends might not
have got him so “hot
and bothered” and
caused him to pen the famous wise-crack.
If I were to write a book on the subject
of “How to be happy though married,” I’d
start out by exhorting my readers to install
air conditioning so that the Little Woman
would remain cool, calm, and collected, at
all times.
The air conditioned theatre, aside from
furnishing entertainment, news and education, serves also as a sanctum where
lovers’ quarrels and marital difficulties
may be dissipated under the soothing influence of fresh air. Many a boy friend
when made to sweat under the feline remarks made by his pet flame has unconsciously touched the heights of Solomon’s
wisdom by suggesting to her, “Let’s go to a
movie.”
Dodging

the

“Dog

House”

My wife knows I get passes. And sometimes I think she deliberately puts me behind the “eight ball” by asking embarrassing questions as to where I was last night,
because she is reasonably sure I’ll make
some such suggestion as that. And, of
course, we go, and fight happily in the
back seat for an hour, finally to walk out
(figuratively speaking) hand in hand when
the show is over.
Having spent many an hour in neighborhoiid movie houses in the interest of happier marital relations, I have had ample
opportunity to test their atmosphere. In
cases where we walked out unreconciled.

*Air Condi Joning Engineer ^Consultant) ,
Milwaukee, Wis.
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I am convinced it was due to the heat and
the humidity. Never in any case was it
due to my mathematical habit of adding
up figures.
I get into trouble in many other ways
when I start adding up figures. Anybody
can add 2 plus 2 and get 4. Sometimes I
add 2 plus 2 and get 3. Anybody can instal a good air conditioning job if he owns
a bank, but I never saw a huiich of men so
enthusiastic about savuig 25 per cent as
are you theatre owners.
Frequently I add up the cost of an air
conditioning job and suggest ways and
means whereby $3.00 can be made to do
the work of $4.00. Thereupon, the owner
grabs me by the nape of the neck and
makes me do it. I usually get into such a
“sweat” before I’m finished that no cooling system can help me. But I always
get the thanks of the owner and maybe
a bum cigar.
In my efforts to make $3.00 do the work
of $4.00, I get the hearty cooperation from
Mr. Movie Man, who always is a hearty
fellow with a delightful sense of humor.
A few days ago, a certain contract was
let for a 450-foot deep well to supply cold
water for a cooling system, and as the
summer season is rapidly approaching, I
asked the well di’iller if he could rush it.
The driller indicated his willingness to
work day and night and I thought that
was showing the proper spirit. But the
Movie Man, with a twinkle in his eye,
wanted to know if he didn’t have to work
at night, “would he do the job any
When the well driller was personally
cheaper?”
conducted to the spot selected for boring
the hole in the ground, I thought for a
while his ultimatum would be that he
“wasn’t
though
to him
him out

going to tackle it at all.” Even
the owner and I had just proved
how much we liked him by taking
to lunch.
The

theatre basement extending beneath it —
thus saving the cost of a pump house and
many feet of large size pipe. Even this
wouldn’t have been so bad if there had
been ample room for the derrick and for
handling the drilling tools. But the side-

Plot

Thickens

The poor driller looked as though his
ham sandwich had disagreed with him
when he realized we wanted him to drill
the well through the sidewalk and into the

The well driller got sore and swore he’d
“put that damn hole down just to show
us.” But I’m going to take moving pictures of him doing it, in the interest of
science. We won’t record any sound, for
well drillers have a language all their own
when expressing their feelings about picture show owners and their blankety-blank
engineers.
The theatre referred to happens

to be a

1,000 seat house; yet we expect to condition it for $7,500, including the well. Another 600-seat house now being conditioned will cost $2,000; and still another will
cost $3,000, because a duct system will have
to be installed. All these jobs will be finished simultaneously for use June 1. Maurin’s Theatre, at Reserve, Louisiana (600seats), just finished, cost $6,000, including
a 360-foot deep well furnishing 220 gallons of 70 degree water a minute, and 30
tons of mechanical refrigeration. Bids on
this job ran to $10,000, not including the
well.
Selling

Prices

and Profits

Prices on everything are rising, of course.
One equipment salesman quoted the owner
of a ladies’ dress shop a sharp increase in
price and was promptly called a robber by
the proprietor. The salesman told the
proprietor that his wife had recently purchased a dress from said shop and when he

QUESTIONS?
In this, as in other departments of
The Modern Theatre section, we are
prepared to offer consultation and
practical advice to our readers on any
problem related to the air conditioning
of theatres. Such inquiries will be referred promptly to the most reliable
sources of information through our
connections with leading air conditioning engineers who collaborate in the
conduct of this department. Address
ALL Communications

The MODERN

to the

Editor.

THEATRE

SECTION

saw the bill he was sure that the profit on
the sale of that dress was at least as much
as the profit on the air conditioning equipment.
•‘Well,” said the proprietor of the ladies’
dress shop, “I buy a dress for $10.00 and
sell it for $30.00. I must make my 2 per
cent.” Figures add up funny that way.
Now just a word of warning and advice
on buying an air conditioning job: Let the
salesman make his 2 per cent. He’s going
to make it, anyhow. Let him help you eliminate unnecessary items without eliminating his profit. I never chisel on
“price” when buying
nized merit, but / do
all unnecessary items
are always several.

apparatus
chisel out
of expense
So, in the

★ B. N- -Bottle Neck — delivering
only part of the light efficiency
from your lamp.

of recogof the job
and there
role of a

“Prophet,” I prophesy that you’ll get a
better job for less money if you do as I do.
Don’t go to a horse trader and say, “I
want to buy a hoss for $50.00.” You’ll get
“a hoss” all right, even if he is only fit for
the manufacture of glue. There are many
ways of cutting the cost of a job while at
the same time cutting the quality. The
salesman is generally aware of these tricks
while the owner is not. Therefore, the
owner can rest assured that he will not
get any more than he pays for.
An amusing incident happened not so
long ago while I was present. The owner
wished to buy a deep-well pump. He had
a quotation for it of $1,800. The owner
extended the “glad hand of fellowship” to
the pump salesman and, looking him in
the eye with a smile, inquired if he “had
his trading shoes on.”
Now, I well knew that the pump salesman was a better trader when it came to
pumps — even if he were barefooted and
the owner had on his shiniest patent leather shoes. And also, I knew that $1,800
was the “asking price,” not the trading
price. A pump could be bought for $800;
but not the kind of pump I wanted for that
particular job. So I said nothing and looked innocent (as actually I am) and waited
for developments between the two contriving contestants. Here was a broad range
of $1,000 between the retail price of a good
pump and the wholesale price of a cheap
one.
Tripping

the

"BRILLANTE" Lenses are nowused in Balaban and Katz, Essaness, and other theatre circuits.
As

our

own

quantities
theatre

these
than

THE^TR^

INCREASE
WITHOUT

needed

projectors,

offering them to the
attractive prices.

Circulars Free
PROJECTORS

lenses

trade

we

in
for
are

at very

on DeVry
SEMI-PORTABLE

PROJECTORS

PATRONAGE
INCREASING

COSTS

Traders

Many sour air conditioning jobs I’ve in7
spected are unquestionably sour because
the owner tried to save too much money.
The salesman made his 2 per cent all right ;
but the owner pulled a faux pas (fox pass,
to you) as a “Grade A purchasing agent.”
I understand that many equipment salesmen, engineers and contractors are reading
these articles. If so, I would like to hear
from them relative to any sad experiences
they may have had with theatre owners.
Exhibitors are no sweet smelling bunch of
violets when it comes to selling them air
conditioning equipment. Invariably, they
try to out-figure the fellow who really tries
to do a good job for them. And nine times
out of ten they later “pay through the
nose” for their folly. It’s time to cut out
the monkey business and get down to sensible buying — and selling.
:: May

manufacture

greater

After the pump was selected and the
price agreed upon, I asked the salesman
about the r.p.m. of that turbine pump. He
said slyly, “3,600 r.p.m.” So I asked them
both if they just wouldn’t slow up in theii:
trading, and if they wouldn’t please give
me a slower pump, at least. A 3,600 r.p.m.
pump will pump water; but an 1,800 r.p.m.
pump should last a few days longer.

BOXOFnCE

we

29, 1937.

The success of your box office depends greatly on high standards of projection. Wise
theatre owners throughout the country are insuring patronage by equipping their theatres
with Brenkert Enarcs, the quality projection
lamp. Brenkert users everywhere have discovered, to their complete satisfaction, that
Enarcs give championship screen performance
at all times and at low operating and maintenance cost.
Purchase Enarcs on the “out-ofinooine” plan that allows you to
own
and
operate ItKENKEKT
equipment while paying for it in
small easy payments.

That's why Brenkert installations are increasing more rapidly than those of any other
nationally known make.
Sold and serviced by Brenkert distributors
across the continent and in most foreign countries. See the distributor nearest you.

C 0

PROJECTION
sr N Y
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A PAGE OF PRACTICAL POINTERS ON THE ESSENTIAL PHASES
OF SANITATION FOR THE MODERN MOVING PICTURE THEATRE

Public Health Provision
Promote New Business

The more rabid movie fan has little

regard for his own comfort or the
condition of his health when he makes
his appearance with clock-like regularity
at the boxoffice. He or she is a “regular”
customer — the kind that needs no persuasion, other than what is offered on the
screen. And even that need not always be
of the very best. The “perfect picture fan”
isn’t hard to please and it is not difficult
therefore to promote his presence at every
performance.
The dyed-in-the-wool star-worshipper
and reader of fan magazines would endure
the tortures of the damned and expose
himself to all sorts of distemper rather
than deny himself the delights of indulging
his favorite pastime — the movies.
But the trouble is <and it’s becoming an
unfortunate situation that seriously affects
the business in which you are engaged)
that the “movie fan” as we have come to
know and enjoy him, is now definitely in
the minority. In other words, there is not
enough of his specie to keep picture showing on the profit side of the ledger. For
him (the movie fan) the novelty of Hollywood’s handiwork has not worn off. He
sees nothing, says nothing about and wants
little more than what you can provide him
on the screen.

Helps

tection of the health of their children,
hence they shy at even the suggestion of
unsanitary conditions.

to

Widespread

must continually devote his persuasive attention. To accomplish his purpose, his
place of business must be conducted in a
manner that promotes physical relaxation
rather than entirely a mental recess.
The provision for public health has an
unusual appeal to a lot of people in that
class which attends picture shows only at
infrequent intervals. Consequently, the
theatre owner who provides for public
health in every part of his house and
makes a strong play on it in his advertising actually creates a new crop of customers for his theatre.

House Hygiene is a vital element of
House Appeal. An unclean theatre, lacking
in the facilities that guard the public
health of its patrons is being judged rather
harshly these days. Such places are avoided by many persons who might otherwise
be more easily induced to become movie
fans.

As people learn more about their health
and how to protect it, they become increasingly particular about their contacts. The
average men or women today will most reluctantly subject themselves to any danger
of contagion. They avoid places that suggest any chance of their contact with the
germs of disease and disorder. Mothers
particularly are most zealous in the pro-

Assuming to speak for thousands of
absentee patrons in every community, who
are justly particular about things that
affect their health and comfort, we would
advise and strongly urge the theatre owner
to make every possible provision for public
health in formulating his modernizing
plans. Then — promote those popular provisions to their fullest extent.

TYL-A-MATS
LARGE THEATRES
DEMAND THEM
SMALL
THEATRES
DESERVE
THEM .

But, again, he is not the object of sales
endeavor, because he can be safely considered as a “sure thing” from the standpoint of ticket sales.
Objects

of

Persuasion

The worthy objects of the showman’s
business promotion today are the men and
women who attend our theatres irregularly, or not at all. People to whom the
novelty of moving pictures is no longer an
impelling motive to patronage. There are
ten of this class in every community to one
of the never-failing fan variety.
To these disinterested once-in-awhile
patrons every theatre owner and manager

*V**^
floor and CApm
ent
CLEANING

Interest

Health authorities have seen to it that
sanitation in places of public occupancy
is a much discussed subject in every American home. The subject is becoming of
increasing importance to the theatre
owner, because it directly affects his source
of income.

MONIMAUTRE

THKATKK,

BROOKLYN,

N.

Y.
When

Rroniineiit

Users

of

TYL-A-MATS
Paramount
Corp.

Publix

RKO
Corp.
Warner Bros.
Cornerford Amusement Co.
Brandt Theatres
Skirball Bros.
Shea Chain. Inc.
Schine Circuit
Sparks Circuit
United Detroit
Theatres

equi

thousands

of

theatres,

larjfe and small, choose TVI.A-.MATS to improve their lohhy floors, there must
be a
good reason. You owe it to
yourself to find out why.

TYL-A-MATS

are not an experiment.

Time-tested, practically in-

destructible, colorful, non-slipping and dirt-eliminating are only
some of its features. And yet their cost is surprisingly reasonable. . . and backed up by a long-established house that specializes in mats and mats only.

•

•

Write today for our color-illustrated TYL-A-MAT folder and we
also send you a generous sample of the actual mat.

will

^

Maf House
O. W. JACKSON &CO..NC. 290-5’" Ave.,N.Y. , 'i'o°9e.i
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CARRIER

ISSUES FREE COST-FINDING

At last the spell of mystery surround-

ing the variable cost factors of theacre air conditioning has been largely
dispelled by Carrier Corporation in a remarkable little booklet published by them,
which tells a theatre owner in simplest
terms how to find his owning and operating costs and the pay-off possibilities on
the type of air conditioning system best
suited to his theatre’s needs.
The booklet takes the reader step by step

Proof!
Read What This Manager Says:
May I take this opportunity of telling:
you about the wonderfui reception
which we
have received from our
ACOUSTICONS.
Not only from a financial standpoint has it proven to be successful, but from a standpoint of g:oodwill it has meant untold returns to our
theatre. Every day we add new patrons through ACOUSTICON.
I really
don’t see how a theatre with a good
drawing population can resist an installation because it is surprising as to
the number of hard of hearing that are
delighted to use them day after day.
SIGNED
(Name on Request)
SEND

FOR

BCEEETIN

No. 3

through a series of simple computations.
It is entirely devoid of technical terms and
brain-teasing mathematics. Just plain
facts and figures in A. B. C. form.
A climatic zoned map of the United
States is shown. From this the reader may
select the type of air conditioning best
suited. Four tables, each classified as to
seating capacities and costs per seat, bracketed for each of the four climatic zones are
then referred to. By reference to these
simple tables, the exhibitor can determine
readily the first cost as well as the operating expense and pay-off possibilities of the
equipment best adapted to his needs.
Average owning and operating per picture played are given and how to select and
correct such costs as well as simplified
reckoning of how much patronage increase
would be required to liquidate the installation in five years.
The booklet is based on the talk delivered by L. Logan Lewis for Carrier at the
recent MPTOA convention in Miami, and
is published especially for theatre owners.

AVE.

NEW

oarver

0 Without
welds
joints up to 72
fe^ross lengtli.

by
Westinghouse
Electric and Manufacturing Company.

0 Perfect alignment.

types of commercial
installations where
a highly efficient
luminaire is desired.
Designed to improve
the appearance and
gg^gg gj installation

of the unit, the new hangar employs a onepiece swivel and hickey, an improved husk
assembly which provides proper light cutoff and permits shortening in the field to
exact mounting heights. Rod supports are
now used to accurately position the basin
in a horizontal plane. The number of parts
in the improved hangar have been reduced
from 16 to 9. The unit has a light efficiency of over 85 per cent.

The screen should be the center of attraction only when the picture is on. At
other times the audience needs something
pleasing to look at. Decorations, for instance.

D.C. Assure the steady
current(1 5 to 30amp$.)
necessary to a stable
arc. Permit undetectable changeovers.The

In buying replacement parts for your
projectors, it is well to keep in mind that
“good fit” is a first consideration.

quietest made. Set up
no interference... $82
up. At your dealers or
write Carver Electric

Automatic curtain control with noiseless
operation is another thought for modernization. It adds efficiency and refinement.

or
ft.

attachment

0 Easy to install.
0Ball
liearing
and pulleys.

carriers

o
Tra<*k

Curtain

Assembly

Carrier

0 Noiseless.
0NO
EXTRA

COST.
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luminous indirect lighting unit is
well suited for many

The
Magnalux
luminous
indirect
lighting
unit.

Everywhere

SILENT

Magnalux
Luminaire is announced

Operate more econ-
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KORRENT
changers

SOLD EVERYWHERE BY
DEALERS SQUARE
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the design of the
hangars for the
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CHAIR

Magnalux Luminaires
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THEATREPHONE
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The FAVORITE

ACOUSTICON
PRODUCTS

LONGER
WEAR

Every exhibitor should have a copy and it’s
free for the asking.

GET THE GENUINE
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BOOKLET

for our Big New Air Conditioning Bulletin. listing everything you need for summer cooling. Big Savings on all equipment.
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WHAT

you

NEED

Rewind^
Re's^'ind Tables,
Film Cabinets, New Aluminum Magazines. Stereopticons, Cleaner Stands, New
Roto-Chrome
Color Spotlight, Changeover, Takeups, etc. - —
New
Catalog,

of all kinds at lowest prices
Also repair parts for all

MFG.

IF"

Write
MOVIE

St.

814

Scenic

Studios,

Inc.

NEW
NOW

and

designs. Comfortable quality seats for
every theatre need. Free
Catalog sent on request.

Peabody Seating Co.
North

Manoliester,

• INSULATES

Finish

• PROVIDES

ACOUSTICS

PERFECT
Low

just “matting.”
prices.

1719
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for
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PA.
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THEATRE

High Fidelity Speaker, and Directional Horn
Baffle. Write for Bulletin M. T.
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PITTSBURGH,

NEBR.

For the finest sound at
least cost Investigate Operadin
Amplifier, Rectifier

CORP.
Toledo,

COMPANY

BEATRICE,

Add fragrance and freshness to your
theatre. Ask your supply dealer or
write for samples and prices to

69 Rutter

St.

MFG.
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PLATE
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Build Bigger Box-office with
a New PITTCO Theatre front
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Room 134, First National Bank Building, St. Paul, Minnesota
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35mm Professional and
Portable Sound Projectors
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one can .trace enlargements of
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Make Classy Lobby Displays

of

SYNCROFILM

Interior Decorations — Draperies
Stage Curtains — Murals
Seventeen years superi'i value and superior
service is your guaran’^^e of complete satisfaction. Inquiries invited.
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48TI1 ST., NEW
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The Illumination of the
Dallas Centennial
Exposition
(Continued

from page 32)

chance of monotony. All of the lighting
was designed as a definite part of the
architecture and decoration of a room.
Recesses, coves and panels were widely employed. The coves in many of the buildings served as luminous backgrounds foi
exhibitors’ signs.
The em-ployment of properly lighted recesses, coves and panels for the display of
coming attractions is a practise that is
gaming in popularity with theatre owners.
Monotony in decorative effect should be
studiously avoided in theatre operation.
Colored Lumiline lamps and gaseousconductor tubing accentuated some of the
architectural lines of panels and suspended
elements.
In the buildings where the exhibits will
be arranged in practically the same way in
subsequent years, permanent lighting was
installed. In the Varied Industries, Electrical, Communications, Transportation,
and Poods Buildings, the lighting is designed to be readily adapted to change in
walls and ceilings. In other respects it
requires no more than usual upkeep.
Most exhibitors overlook the fact that
light can be used to effect a complete
chajige of atmosphere as often as desired.
Walls and ceiling surfaces, of course, must
be planned to provide a suitable background for redecorating with light.
In the typical exhibit building about 50
per cent of the floor area is devoted to exhibits. The lighting system had to remain
somewhat flexible until the spaces were
sold. The transformer capacities provided
by the preliminary estimates proved adequate in all taut a few instances.
The architectural drawings of necessity
included details of the lighting units. Exact
sizes, clearances and methods of mounting
had to be specified. The number of designs was kept to a minimum, about twelve
in all. A number of combinations were
possible by the interchange of parts, thus
obtaining maximum results at minimum
cost. They were designed to take care of
either metal lath and plaster, or composition board ceilings, and for maintenance
and installation from above or below the
ceiling. Reflectors and units used in greatest numbers were made of Aizak aluminum,
in specular or etched finish as required.
Extensive use was made of silvered bowl
inside-frosted lamps, but more often the
sources were concealed by concentric
louvres of about 30-degree cut-off from
the vertical. At some of the higher mounting heights, white-bowl lamps were installed.
Main feeders were installed in conformity
with the code in wireways above the ceilings, with load centers or distribution
panels conveniently located above exhibit
spaces.
In order to obtain unity in exhibit layouts the technical staff approved all drawings to assure conformity with limiting
rules. The Illumination Department checked all lighting and sign details and made
suggestions for improvement where necessary.
Theatre owners all too frequently fail to
consult reliable authority on lighting in
their plans for remodeling and new conBOXOFnCE
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struction. Any plan for theatre illumination should be carefully checked and approved by lighting specialists before it is
applied.
The illustrations included in this issue
serve to suggest the general character of
the exposition at night and to show some
of the methods by which the results were
produced. Unfortunately the camera is a
poor substitute for the eye in conveying
an impression of the actual scene, in which
great streaming banners, water flung high
in air, and a constantly changing play of
living color helped to weave a magic spell.
Exposition lighting is successful in the
measure in which it is coordinated with the
other arts. At Dallas, lighting became a
problem for the enthusiastic concerted effort of architectural designers, colorists,
muralists, sculptors, landscapers and illuminating engineers. Fortunate we were,
too, in most understanding cooperation on
the part of the contractors and the electrical utility, The Dallas Power & Light Co.
To Centennial Architect and Technical
Director George L. Dahl and Ray A. Foley,
Director of Works, I am most grateful for
the freedom accorded me in my work.
Among the many helpful collaborators I
would particularly mention Mr. Donald
Nelson, Chief Designer, and Mr. W. E. Folsom, my capable associate.
In conclusion, we propose the thought to
our readers that Theatre Lighting, too, is
successful only in the extent it has been
coordinated with other elements of design,
structural formation, decorations and furnishings.

Animated Lighting Adds
New Life to Displays
Originally developed and introduced in
Europe with considerable success, a device
that controls the sequence and timing of
electric lamps for signs, displays and luminous effects is now being manufactured
and introduced here.
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The Spell- O-Light Contact, as it is called,
provides for the adjustable sequence and
timing of lamp bulbs. Electrical equipment
can also be turned on and off. Each contact comprises a molded base with socket,
timing knob, switch and connection prongs.
The first contact unit is connected by an
attachment cord to the nearest AC or DC
outlet. Other units are simply plugged together to form a single group, or by cords
for scattered groups.
Immediately upon turning on the current, the first contact goes on, then the
second, third and so on. When all contacts
are on, the final or master contact turns
off the current for the whole group, whereupon the cycle begins again. If desired, two
or more contacts go on together, by throwing their switches to the right.
Attention-arresting displays and effects
can thus be obtained at surprisingly small
cost and without elaborate wiring expense.
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As a service to readers of BOXOFFICE, this page provides a ready source of information
on products and services which have been filed for reference with The MODERN THEATRE INFORMATION BUREAU. Information on the following subjects may be secured by
sending in the coupon. Use the key numbers. If data on subjects other than those listed
is wanted, just state your requirements. We will endeavor to see that you are supplied
with details promptly.
ADVERTISING
MT481
MT482
MT483
MT484
MT485
MT486
MT487
MT488
MT189
MT490
MT491
MT492
MT493
MT494
MT495
MT496
MT497
MT498
MT499

Main signs and marquees
Signs. Neon
Signs, structural glass
Signs, travel word
Attraction boards
Letters, attraction board
Letters, changeable silhouette
Price signs, boxoffice
Display frames
Poster lights
Poster projectors
Cut-out machines
Time schedule clocks, electric
Monogrammed
mats, rubber
Slides, advertising
Slides, announcement
Sound truck P. A. systems
Transformers. Neon
Ladders, safety

AIR CONDITIONING
MT505

Air

MT506
MT507
MT508
MT509
MT510
MT511
MT512
MT513
MT514
MT515
MT516
MT517

plete
Heating systems
Refrigeration
Air washers
Blowers
Air circulators
Fans, exhaust
Grilles and registers
Temperature control devices
Air conditioning accessories
Motors, multi-speed fan
Motors, constant speed
Air filters

conditioning

DECORATIONS

and FURNISHING

MT520
MT521
MT522
MT523
MT524
MT525
MT526
MT527
MT528
MT529
MT530
MT331
MT532
MT533
MT534
MT535
MT536
MT5.37
MT538

Architectural service
Decorating service
Seating service
Theatre chairs
Chair covers
Theatre carpets
Carpet padding
Rubber matting
Furniture, lounge
Wall tiles, interior
Fabrics, decorating
Brass railings
Rope railings
Metal, ornamental
Mirrors
Luminous colors
Ticket booths
Directional signs
Exit boxes

MT539
MT540
MT511
MTo42
MT543

Curtain controls
Curtain tracks
Curtains, fireproof
Fountains, drinking
Fountains, ornamental

LIGHTING
Fixtures, lighting
Colored lamps
Ijumiline lamps

MT553
MT.t54
MT555
MT556
MT557

Candle flame lamps
Floodlight lamps
Spotlight lamps
Sign lamps
Dimmers

The MODERN
Room

YOU

WANT ISN'T LISTED, ASK
UNDER “REMARKS"

THEATRE

FOR

Please
items;

IT BY NAME

section of BOXOFFICE

334 — 332 S. Michigan Ave.

5-29-37

Chicago, III.
obtain

(List Key

for me
Numbers

free descriptive

literature

MT5n4

Lighting

plants,

on the following

Below).

Remarks:

individual

City

60

Stale

Disinfectants
Deodorant blocks
Insecticides
Disseminators
Air purifiers, ozone
Air perfumes
Air sprays

MT650
MT651

Soap dispensers
Soaps, liquid

MT652
MT(i53
MT654
MT655

Hand driers, electric
Chewing gum solvents
Rubber link matting
Exhaust fans

Expansion Bolts
Chair fastening cement
Chair refinishing materials
Upholstering materials
Seat patching kits
Seat decking materials
Floor surfacing materials
Carpet cleaning systems

MT577
MT57S
MT579
MT580

Floor W'axes
Matting, rubber
Paint, screen
Paint, plastic

MT661
MT662
MTr)fi.3

Sound systems,
Sound heads
Amplifiers

MT<>r)4
MTdfiS
MTTififi

Pre-amplifiers
Speakers
Rectifiers

MT581
MT582
MTd83
MT584
MT585
MT586
MT587

Paint, aluminum
Polish, metal
Polish, furniture
Fireproofing compounds
Fire extinguishers
T..adders, safety
Uniforms, staff

MTfir)7
MT668
MTHfiO
MTr)70
MT671
MTfi72
MT673

Condensers
Photo-electric cells
Tubes, amplifier
Tubes, rectifier
Exciter lamps
Baffles, horn
Lens assemblies, sound

MT(i74
MTfi75
MTfi7fi
MT677
MTfi78

Public address systems
Microphones
Microphone stands
Hearing aid systems
Acoustical materials

MT591
MT.d92

Projectors,
Projectors,

MT593
MT594
MT595
MT596

Projectors, semi- portable
Projector pedestals
Projector parts
Lamp.s, suprex type

complete
standard

MT.')97
MT398
MT599
MTfiOO
MTfiOl
MTfi02

Lamps, reflector arc
Lamps, high intensity
Lamps, incandescent projection
Arc regulators
Arc controls
Control panels

MTfi03
MTR04
MT605
MTfiOG
MTfi07
MT6n8
MT609
MTfilO
MTfill
MTfil2
MT613
MT614
MTfilS
MT»il6
MTfil7
MTfilS
MTfil9
MTfi20
MTfi21
MT<i22
MTfi23
MTfi24
MTfi2f)
MTr)26

Rectifiers, copper-oxide
Rectifiers, tube type
Bulbs, rectifier
Rheostats, projection
Mot or -generators
Lenses, projection
Lenses, condenser
Current changers
Mirror reflectors
Carbons, projector
Carbon savers
Reels
Reel alarms
Rewinders, automatic
Change-over devices
Slide, projection
I^amps, spot and flood
Take-ups, film
Film safety controls
Fire prevention devices
Fire shutters, porthole
Film scales
Film scrapers
Film splicers

MT627
^^T628
MTfi29

Film cleaners
Air gun (cleaner)
Tool kits

MT630
MTfi31
MT632

Film cabinets
Film cabinet stands
Effect projectors

SANITATION

I

MTfi43
MT644
MT645
MT646
MTr>47
MTfi48
MT649

MT5fi9
MT570
MTr>71
MT572
MT573
MT574
MT575
MT576

Name
Theatre

units

PROIECTION

USE THIS COUPON
IF WHAT

Ultra violet lighting
Silhouette letter mounting
Flashed opal glass
Pot metal opal glass
Fuses, indicator type
Fuses, cartridge

MAINTENANCE

plants — com-

MT5S0
MT551
MTS.S2

MT558
MT559
MT560
MT5fil
MT5fi2
MT5()3

MT641
MT642

Cleaning compounds
Cleaners, vacuum

with

SOUND
complete

sound

STAGE

EQUIPMENT

MT685
MT68fi

Screens, moving
Lighting, stage

MT687
MT688

Curtain
Curtain

MT689
MT690
MT691
MT692
MT693

Stage draperies
Stage rigging
Scenery, stage
Footlights
Switchboards

picture

controls
tracks

STRUCTURAL

MATERIALS

MT700
MT701
MT702
MT703
MT704

Structural glasses
Insulation materials
Acoustical materials
Fibre boards
Fronts, glass

MT705
MT70G

Fronts,
Fronts,

MT707
MT708
MT709

Fronts, stainless steel
Toilet partitions, metal
Flooring, asphalt tile

vitreous enamel
porcelain enamel

MISCELLANEOUS
MT715
MT7)6
MT717
MT718
MT719

Accounting systems
Change makers
Safes, boxoffice
Tickets
Ticket choppers

MT720
MT721
MT722

Ticket issuing machines
Ticket registers
Ticket holders

MT723
MT724

Pop corn machines
Uniforms, staff

The MODERN
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m YOU GIVING THEM THE LIGHT THEY MERIT?

The response of theatre patrons is ample justification for
securing the best feature pictures obtainable. It proves

The best projection is provided by a steady, snow-white
light of sufficient intensity on the screen for clear defini-

that the theatre-going public seeks out the best. But the
theatre patron is critical and is not satisfied with a good

tion in the presence of a comfortable level of supplementary illumination. This means High Intensity Projection.

picture, poorly screened. Expensive
best light.

r

•

i H IG H

features merit the

:

IN TEN

Give your expensive feature the advantage of the best
possible lighting.

■

7

SI T Y

..

L IG H T
It costs little but adds
much

to the satisfaction
of your patrons

I

FROM NATIONAL H.l. PROJECTOR and NATIONAL SUPREX CARBONS
NATIONAL CARBON COMPANY, INC.
Uflit oT Unton

Carbide HS

and Carbon

Corporation

CARBON SALES DIVISION, CLEVELAND, OHIO
Gen«rat Office*: 30 East •42ncl St., New York, N. Y.
Branch Solea Office's:

New

York

Pittsburgh

Chicago

San Prancisco

VOuu
matrons

7>Roncr
YOUR

One is a GENUINE

tor replacement part. The
is an imitation.

other

and

a lifetime of effort by an or-

ganization genuinely interested in
the advancement of the motion
picture industry.

The genuine part is an exact duplicate of the part originally installed in your Simplex Mechanism.
It has the same matchless accuracy.

Parts cost so few dollars per year. . . I

It has the same

provide

bulldog resistance

Does

it pay to gamble .. .when repairs made with GENUINE Simplex j
the utmost

of protection

against costly and embarrassing

against wear.
Anybody and everybody can’t
make such a Simplex Part. Only the
maker

POCKETBOOK

Simplex Projec-

of the Simplex

Projector

breakdowns . . . maintain

inal projection qualities of your
costly equipment?

itself is equipped to do it. It takes
years of research and development

INTERNATIONAL

. . . costly precision equipment . . .

88-96 Gold Street

T M E A T R E

the orig-

SUPPLY

PROJECTOR

CORP.

New York, N.Y.

COMPANY

OPINIONS

RKO

Radio

CURRENT

(729)

65 Minutes

FEATURE

Paramount

Rel. June 4, '37

Moore,

Helen

Shirley, Alan

Meet
RKO

Broderick,

Bruce,

Virginia

Frank

the Missus

Radio (730)

M.

Thomas,

Sale, William

F

I Met Him in Paris

Rel. June 25, '37

United Artists (

This is a difficult picture to classify, being a variation
on the old western theme, but smartened up with a modern
setting and a highly competent cast and production staff.
It will appeal to the lovers of the western drama and the
more sophisticated audiences. John Beal and Harry Carey
give fine, honest performances, while Armida dances, sings
and acts in a delightful manner. Among the supporting
players, J. Carrol Naish and George Irving are outstanding.
Beal, a spoiled drunken son of an illustrious family, lands
at a small border town after a quarrel with his father.
Carey, quick to see the boy’s finer points, straightens him
out, gives him an interest in a ranch and Armida does the
rest. A brush with modernized cattle rustlers provides the
inevitable chase. Lew Landers directed.
John

Warner

Bros. (

)

Ann

F
Rel. June 12, '37

Harding,

Paramount

Depicting in a sincere and honest fashion the intense
struggle of a man torn between loyalty to his job and the
love of a woman, Sam Bischoff’s production of William
Wister Haines’ novel is a drama that will delight, amuse
and touch at the hearts of those who see it — and they
should be legion. Henry Fonda gives his characterization
a homespun authenticity that rings true — a role that is a
standout in a picture filled with fine performances. Pat
O’Brien, Margaret Lindsay and Stuart Erwin, the latter as
a garrulous hillbilly, give splendid support. The story tells
of a country boy whose great ambition is to be a telephone
lineman and how he finally realizes that ambition through
friendship, hard work and loyalty, sacrificing, in the end,
the life of his best friend and the love of his girl, to his
job. Ray Enright directed.
Henry

Fonda,

Margaret

Slim
Grand

National

(

)

Lindsay,

Stuart

F

Erwin.

75 Minutes

Rel.

Irene Hervey, Robert Armstrong , Paula Stone,
Danforth, Ed Brophy, Richard Tucker, Gwili

F

29, 1937.

Rel. May

14, '37

Hale,

Bruce

Seton,

Rel. May

14, '37

A

78 Minutes

Whitney, Johnny Downs, Charles Ruggles,
Blue, Phil Harris and Orchestra.

(178)

Ben

F

55 Minutes

Rel. May

15, '37

Western programmer with Dick Foran as a two-fisted
fighter and a crooner in a story of early western days. “My
Little Buckaroo,” the hit tune which has been so widely
popularized over the ether waves, was especially written for
this picture. The story takes place during the homesteading era. Dick is a lawyer who doesn’t find things so peaceful in the newly settled territory because some bad boys
have taken the law in their hands, staking false claims and
rustling cattle. With the father of the girl he loves involved, Dick is determined to clean up the crooked gang —
which he finally does after plenty of fighting and risking
his life in a spray of bullets. Directed by Noel Smith.

William
Andre.

Dick

Foran,

Cherokee

“rSI

CLASSIFICATION— A . ADULT

:: May

Rathbone, Binnie
Jean Cadell.

(3642)

First National

almost uncanny. This Grand National producer’s first film
will leave a mark for others to shoot at, and word-ofmouth praise will overcome its one handicap — a cast lacking in pulling power. Robert Armstrong is a wise-guy
bookie who is rolled for his money by a hard-boiled taxidancehall girl, Irene Hervey. His elaborate plan to revenge
himself and regain his money forms the story background,
into which the Gilbert & Sullivan music is neatly and enjoyably fitted. Stone, who wrote the original, also directed.

BOXOFnCE

Basil

Turn Off the Moon

Drama

At last Gilbert & Sullivan’s famous operettas are brought
to the screen, and with a wallop. Producer Andrew Stone
has blended an unimpressive story, a dash of hokum and
a sprinkling of romance and comedy with a success that is

The Girl Said No

87 Minutes

c«me,iv

This is a good musical comedy filled with some excellent
and unique dance numbers directed by LeRoy Prinz. Starred together in a film for the first time, pretty Eleanore
Whitney and Johnny Downs make the most of their roles.
Comedy of a type belonging strictly to Ben Blue will rocket
audiences from their seats time and again. Phil Harris
and his orchestra lend additional interest. Phil sings a
plaintive southern melody in a manner which should assure
his appearance on the film screen again. Charles Ruggles,
who is obsessed astrologically, and who finally ties Whitney
and Downs so that the stars will permit him to marry,
handles his role capably. All in all, it is a crazy quilt of
laughter and merriment, and should make money. Directed by Lewis Seiler.
Eleanore

Pat O’Brien,

)

F

Love From a Stranger

85 Minutes

28, 37

Basil Rathbone’s magnificent characterization of a psychopathic killer and Rowland V. Lee’s expert direction
transform this slow-moving melodrama into a unique thriller with a spine-chilling climax that will make patrons hold
their breaths in horror. After an unexciting introduction,
during which a suave Englishman exerts his charm and
marries the pretty winner of a national lottery, the story
builds suspense as the guidance gradually realizes the
husband’s murderous intentions. The wife’s discovery that
she has married a Bluebeard leads to a clever trick whereby she shocks her husband into heart failure and saves
her own life. Ann Harding gives a powerful and moving
performance but the supporting cast does little more than
supply a suitable background for the usual theme.

Beal, Harry Carey, Armida, J. Carrol Naish, George
George Irving, Leona Roberts, Marjorie Lord.

Border Cafe

Rel. May

Claudette Colbert, Robert Young, Melvyn Douglas, Lee
Bowman, Mona Barrie, George Davis, Fritz Feld.

|

c«med.vi

65 Minutes

87 Minutes

chip grosses. Miss Colbert’s performance is on a par with
any of her previous efforts in lighter parts, while Robert
Young establishes a new high for himself as a comedy actor,
Melvyn Douglas’ contribution is of the same high calibre.
Much is added to the feature’s general excellence through
the beauty of the snow-covered backgrounds against which
most of the action is filmed. Wesley Ruggles as producerdirector displayed restraint in keeping the story plausible
in the face of its many gag situations.

Anne\

Brisbane.

(3644)

This breezy, sprightly comedy — tailored to measure for
the delectably subtle drollery of a perfect cast — will bring
forth the entire gamut of laughter, from the high-pitched
giggle to the deep-throated guffaw of the abdominal variety. It will, further, bring broad grins to the faces of the
exhibitors who show it and for whom it will pile up blue

Here the great American time-waster — household contests
sponsored by manufacturers — is held up to an unmerciful
and screamingly funny expose. The comedy is drawn out
along broad, obvious lines, and that expressive fun-maker,
Victor Moore, carries it out to a riotous climax that will
have most audiences in howls. As a top programmer this
is slated for excellent business. Moore, a barber, is
also man-about-the-house, cooking, sewing, and housecleaning, while his wife, Helen Broderick, spends her days
entering every new contest that comes along. When noti-‘’
fied she has won a place in the Mrs. American Housewife'^
contest finals, Helen drags Victor to Atlantic City with her.From
here onfurnish
the picture
is a madhouse.
Shirley
and'
Alan Bruce
the romance.
Joseph Anne
Santley
directed.^
Victor

eviews

PRODUCTIONS

—

F- FAMILY

—

Jane Bryan, David Carlyle, Tommy
Helen Valkis, Joseph Crehan.

Strip

F

Bupp,

tester..

J- JUVENILE
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SELLING

ANGLES:

"I Met

Him

SUGGESTIONS

in Paris"

SELLING

SELLING

THE

AD

PICTURE

ANGLES:

"Meet

Have a contest to choose the average housewife
of the community, conferring the title of Missus
“Blanktown.” Make many advertising tieups on
certain brands of food and other merchandise chosen by housewives as most economical and satisfactory. Promote cooking, sewing, and interior decorating contests. Hold a “Favorite Recipe” contest.
Give Moore and Miss Broderick top marquee billing.
See Exploitation Preview printed in Boxoffice

office

CATCHLINES:

April 17, 1937.

May

1, 1937, under title “Miss America.”

Cupid Got Fi'ozen Feet . . . While Milady Tried
to Choose Between Two Men ... In This Alpine
Romance.
She Changed Her Mind . . . Like Ladies Will . . ,
And
Love. Married the Man She Thought She Didn’t

He Wore the Pants in the Foster Home . . . Also
the Apron and Dust Cap!
The Perfect Husband . . . Who Turned at the Last
Minute . . . and Made His Wife Do Her own Housework!
She Won the Title of Mrs. American Housewife
. . . But Hubby Did All the Cooking and Cleaning!

SELLING

SELLING

ANGLES:

"Love

From

a Stranger"

Take care not to disclose the climax in the advertising which should stress its terrorizing scenes
to intrigue the interest of thrill fans. Mention
that the film was adapted from the successful
play of the same name by Frank Vosper, whose
recent mysterious death on the high seas has baffled Scotland Yard. Both stars have large followings and the lobby and front should carry enlargements of Harding and Rathbone. Cutouts of
Rathbone can be given an eerie effect by placing
green flasher bulbs behind his eyes.
CATCHLINES:

There May Have Been Prettier Love Stories
Than This, but Never a More Exciting One!
A Picture Mixing the Thrills of Love With the
Chills of Carefully-Planned Murder!
Her Dream of Romance Became a Nightmare of
Terrifying Reality!
SELLING

ANGLES:

“Turn

Off the Moon"

Eleanore Whitney and Johnny Downs, two wellknown performers, should get top attention on the
marquee. Charley Ruggles and Phil Harris and his
orchestra and Ben Blue can also be sold to good
advantage. Concentrate on the angle that this
musical comedy is filled with some of the swingiest
song and dance numbers to appear on the screen
in a long time. Play up the astrological angle by
hiring a swami to sit in the lobby offering to reveal the future to romantic couples. See Exploitation Preview published in Boxoffice April 24, 1937.
CATCHLINES:

ANGLES:

Give Beal, Harry

Carey

"Border

and

Armida

Cafe"

marquee

credits. Redecorate the lobby as a Mexican “cantina,” with blankets, pottery and other props, and
dress usherettes and ushers in peon costumes. Tie
up on still displays with chili parlors and cocktail
lounges. Have restaurants feature a “Border Cafe”
dinner of food in the Mexican style. Print throwaways as “menus,” telling of the treat in store for
patrons. See Exploitation Preview printed in Boxoffice

May

22, 1937.

CATCHLINES:

He Was a Spoiled Young Fellow From the East
. . . But He Made Good Out Where Men Are Men!
There’s Plenty of Action . . . Romance . . . and
Comedy ... in This Border Cafe!
He Came Out West With a Chip on His Shoulder
. . . and It Took Plenty of Fighting to Knock it Off!
SELLING

ANGLES:

"SUm"

Arrange

tieups for a display showing the development of electrical power lines and plants with
the power and light office. Spell out the title and
billings on the picture, with light cable, for a lobby
advertisement. Make book store tieups on the novel
from which this was adapted. Plant heralds in
phone booths which read: “After You’ve Made This
Call Drop in at the Rialto Theatre and See ‘Slim’
— the Thrilling Story of a Man Who Made It Possible for You to Talk to Your Friends Via the Telephone.” See26,
Exploitation
Preview printed in Boxoffice Dec.
1936.
CATCHLINES:

He Studied the Stars to Learn When to Propose —
and Muffed It on a Cloudy Night.
He Had to Play Cupid to Another Couple Before
He Could Get Married Himself.
Catchy Hit Tunes, Swingy Dance Numbers, Crazy
People — an Evening of Swell Entertainment.

Exciting Times With Two Trouble Shooters . . .
Who Both Loved the Same Girl and the Same Job.
A Thrilling Saga of Men Who Offer Their Lives
That a Great Nation May Have Light . . . and
Power.

SELLING

SELLING

ANGLES:

“Choroke©

Strip’*

ANGLES:

“The

Girl Said No"

Don’t overlook a single bet to let the fans know
that this is the film for which the song hit, “My
Little Buckaroo,” was especially written. Give pretty
Jane Bryan plenty of publicity breaks. Tommy
Bupp, the heroine’s little brother in the picture,
deserves extra billing. He is a lively youngster.
Arouse the interest of the juvenile patronage by
using stills of the boy with Foran. Large cardboard strips with the words “Cherokee Strip” printed across will help sell the picture.

Give Armstrong, Hervey and the Gilbert & Sullivan music marquee billing, building exploitation
around the famous “Mikado” operetta. Plug
“Mikado” recordings, and conduct a semi-classical
radio program. Invite music classes to showings.
Tieups can be made on clever angles on flowers,
candy, deodorants and w'edding and engagement
rings, using the picture’s title. Make up throwaways to resemble old-fashioned opera programs.
See Exploitation Preview, Boxoffice May 1, 1937.

CATCHLINES:

CATCHLINES:

Real He-Man Action, Plus the Melodious Song,
“My Little Buckaroo.”
Fast, Mile-a-Minute Action, and Then Some!
Dick Foran, the Singing Cowboy, Will Sing His
Way Into Your Heart When You Hear His Rendition of “My Little Buckaroo.”
FOR

MORE

SELLING

IDEAS

CONSULT

HOLLYWOOD

AIDS

the Missus"

Sell this as a triple-threat comedy romance.
Decorate the lobby with snow shoes, skiis and
skates, on a background of cotton snow and cellophane icicles, to carry out the winter resort motif.
Make an ad tieup, on this angle, for the hot summer months, stressing the fact that “It’s 20 Degrees
Cooler Inside.” Tie up with travel agencies on trips
abroad. Stills are available for clothing tieups on
formal and sports wear, as featured by Miss Colbert. See Exploitation Preview printed in BoxCATCHLINES:
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FOR

She Played Him for a Sucker . . . But He Got
Even ... By Marrying Her!
He Framed Her for Her Money . . . and Promised
to Make a Star of Her . . . But Succeeded in Spite
of Himself!
Gilbert & Sullivan’s Eternally Popular Music . . .
in the Lightest, Gayest Film of the Season!
EXPLOITATION

PREVIEWS

REGULARLY

IN BOXOFFICE

BOXOFnCE
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29, 1937.

Skolt

SulrjQCt
The March

California Missions
RKO Radio-Van Beuren
11 Minutes
The gorgeous photographic shots in this
instructive travelogue are drenched with
the peace and religious character of these
historic retreats built by the Franciscan
Friars. Starting in Old Mexico several
hundred years ago, these holy men erected their places of worship along a thousand-mile course ending in what is now
Los Angeles. Although battered by time
and the attacks of hostile Indians, the
sturdy buildings stand as a monument to
the hardships encountered by the Franciscans while bringing their religion to the
New World. Alois Havrilla’s narration
supplies all the historic details that the
camera is unable to picture.

Chicken a La King
Paramount

8 Minutes

Replete with clever ideas and amusing
scenes, this is another lively cartoon in the
Max Fleischer all-color classic series. The
story concerns a rooster sultan residing in
his magnificent palace where he becomes
bored with the continual attentions of a
dozen adoring hens. Their everyday routine is disturbed by the appearance of
Ducky-Wucky, a Mae West-ish flirt, who
becomes the new favorite until her jealous
suitor, a male duck, appears and knocks
the stuffings out of the rooster. Uproarious finale finds the crestfallen sultan receiving a further beating at the beaks of
his indignant harem. A cartoon gem.

%HORT
the

week

Stranger Than Fiction
No. 38
Universal

8 Minutes

Certain to entertain and to hold
the complete attention of audiences
during their too-short unreeling, this
novel series of one-reelers is always
a welcome addition to any program.
Universal cameramen photograph oddities such as these in nearby and
far-off spots, the only requirements
for inclusion in the series being that
they must be either rare, quaint or
unusual. Among the extraordinary
features in No. 38 is a 3Q0-pound
lion which rides and dines in public
with his pretty mistress; a buck private in California, who is six feet,
10 inches tall; a pet deer in New
Jersey who dines with his master; a
penny on the San Antonio city
clerk’s desk which has never been
stolen in 15 years, and a thickskulled native of Oriente, Cuba, who
cracks cocoanuts on his head to the
amazement of visitors. Just a few of
the subjects in this well-compiled
and fascinating issue.

Fun in the Water
Columbia

10 Minutes

With the approach of summer and the
thoughts of city dwellers turning to aquatic diversions in the mountains or the seashore, this “News World of Sports” release is a timely subject full of thrills and
amazing shots of water champions. Among
the numerous sports shown are diving,
spinning in somersaults, water baseball,
surfboard riding, balancing on a wet diving board and racing on skiis behind a fast
motorboat. Trim-figured bathing beauties
are also photographed in, about and under the water in a variety of stunts. Paul
Douglas narrates in fast enthusiastic
manner.

Let's Go
Columbia
8 Minutes
An entertaining modernized version of
the fable of the lazy grasshoppers and the
industrious bees, this Scrappy cartoon will
be a pleasant and colorful addition to the
average program. The happy and contented bees are distressed by the mournful music issuing from a ragged grasshopper outside their prosperous village.
Realizing that the depression found the
carefree insects unprepared, the kindhearted bees marshal their forces and turn
the broken-down grasshopper town into a
shiny new city.
BOXOrnCE

:: May

Little Maestro
M-G-M

11 Minutes

A quaint and laugh-provoking little fellow, Jerry Bergen, is introduced to screen
audiences in this musical tabloid and by
his clever pantomine and the underlying
pathos behind his comic misadventures
stamps himself as distinct personality.
Here he is placed in a mildly amusing
story which evokes no more than faint
smiles but his own brand of wistful comedy brightens the routine situations. Ragged and hungry and carrying a violin case,
the sad-faced half-pint wanders into an
exclusive night club where the master of
ceremonies introduces him as “a superb
musician” until his case is found to contain dirty clothes. However, his delicious
pantomine as he becomes entangled with
the acts of the other performers makes
him the hit of the show. The Dancing
Theodores contribute an intricate rhumba
to fine effect.

RKO

of Time

(Vol. 3, No. 10)
Radio

18 Minutes

Timely episodes on matters currently occupying the headlines again lift this issue
of the pictorial newspaper head and shoulders above the average short. The true
story of the ill-feeling, bitterness and warfare behind calm and prosperous Irish
Free State is graphically pictured in the
first episode, and although de Valera has
announced a new constitution making all
Ireland a free nation, he has still to win
the support of Ulstermen loyal to England. The second episode pictures the
manner in which puzzle contests have
swept the nation with 2,200,000 entrants
attempting to solve a tobacco concern’s
puzzles and win easy money. U. S. unemployment is the subject of the final episode. Although industry has returned to a
high employment level, relief workers are
organized under 35-year-old David Lasser
who threatens another hunger march upon
Washington by the Workers’ Alliance of
America, demanding a higher relief appropriation. This sequence is colorful and
exciting and contains many crowd scenes
taken on May Day. The photography of
the Irish countryside in the first episode
is art-like in quality.

Popular Science
Paramount
11 Minutes
J6-5
Photographed in Cinecolor, this interesting subject pictures a wide variety of gadgets recently invented to make life easier
for Mr. Average Man. Shown also are such
amazing devices as the world’s largest camera, located in the Bureau of Standards
in Washington, to make maps and charts
and an unusual new hobby, collecting red
ants which can now be kept in glass cages
in one’s own home. The household inventions include an automatic card shuffler,
washable cards, a davenport-bar and other
inexpensive luxuries. Of particular interest to the ladies is a closeup of the miracles of plastic surgery whereby a girl with
ill-shaped nose can be made over into
aan beauty.

Swing, Hutton, Swing
Paramount

11 Minutes

An excellent musical short, one of the
best of the Headliners series, this has a
snappy assortment of hot rhythm numbers
played in the most approved pulse-quickening style by Ina Ray Hutton and her
Melodears. Miss Hutton, a platinum
blonde who projects her sex appeal through
the screen, wears a stunning array of formfitting gowns that are, to to put it mildly,
very, ver-revealing. The members of her
all-girl orchestra are also attractive and
proficient and play “Stardust,” “Organ
Grinder’s Swing” and “The Suzi-Que” in
popular swingy fashion.
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"Prince and the Pauper" Hits Top Spo
t
BOSTON

(Average

Boston — \> ing:s O^ er Honolulu (Univ) ; Men
Are yot Gods (UA)
75
Fenway — ( all It a Day (WB); Once a
Doctor (FN)
95
Memorial — Shall We
Dance (RKO), 2d wk . ...110
Metropolitan — Turn Off the Moon (Para), with
stage show
85
Orpheum — A Star Is Born (UA); A Family
Affair (M-G-M)
90
Paramount — Same as Fenway
90
State — Same as Loew’s State
120

CHARLOTTE

Allen — Cafe Metropole (20th-Fox). 2d wk
Hippodrome — The Prince and the Pauper (FN)..
Palace — As Good a> .Married (Univ), stage
show
State — Woman
Chases 3Ian (UA)
Stillman — A Star Is Ihn-n (UA). 2d wk

110
.130
80
60
135

Fifty

Roads

Star

Shall
A Star

200

to Town — Omaha
the

Capitol — Transatlant i<* Merry-(;o-Koun<l
Capitol — Parole Kacket (Col)
Melba — Woman
Alone (GB)
Majestic — Shall We
Dance (UKO)
Palace — Prince and tlie Pauper (FN)
Tower — A Star Is Born (UA), 2d wk

(UA)

.

Pauper — New

Born — Omaha

150

Is Born — Oklahoma

AVedding,

Bake
I'p and
Mouse. Seattle.
Shall AVe
■Washington;

State — Outcasts of looker Flat (RKO);
Midniglit (ourt (WB)
United Artists--Tliey (iave Him
a (iun
( m-g-:m )

85
60

3rd

INDIANAPOLIS
Alamo — l.ast of the Warrens (Rep)
Ambassador— -Mama
Steps Out (M-G-M)
Apollo — Wake Up and Hive (20th-Fox)
Cirr-le — Shall We Dance (RKO)
Loew’s — Night Must Fall (M-G-M)
Lyric — Melody for Two
(WB)

KANSAS

CITY

Main.street — Prince and the Pauper (FN)
Midland — A Star Is I5orn (UA); Nolnidy’s
Baliy (M-G-M)
Newman— Shall We Dance (RKO). 2d wk
Tower — The Hit Parade (Rep), stage
Uptown — 50 Roads to Town (26th-Fox), 2d

LOS

80
60
80
100
80
90

120
135
75
145
wk.. 80

ANGELES

(Tiine.sf — Hit Para<le (Rep);
Olympics (20th-Fox)
Downtown — -Prince and the
Hillstreet — Shall We Dance
Hollywood — Prince and the
Pantages— Shall We Dance
Paramount — Thunder in tlie
iV Johnson on stage
State — Same
as Chinese

Charlie

Chan

at

Pauper (FN)
(RKO), 2d w'k
Pauper (FN)
(RKO). 2d wk
< ity (Col); Olsen

90
100
100
100
100
100
90

MILWAUKEE
Oardeii — Kestasy (Eureka), 3fl wk
90
I’alace — Nifflit Jfust Fall (M-G-M);
Mama
Steps Out (M-G-M)
120
Riverside — Motor Madness (Col), stage s]iow..,125
Strand — Wings of the Morning (20th-Fox);
Make
Fp and I.ive (20th-Fox)
110
Warner — Prince and the Fanper (FN); Melody for Two (WB)
115
Wisconsin — Fafe .Metropole (20th-Fox); Song
of the City (M-G-M)
105

66

plus

100

125

95
160
170

wk.

5th

Hive,

at

ME.

Empire — The M'oman I Love (RKO) ; Park
nue Logger (RKO)
State — -Markerl M'oman
(FN); Call it a
(WB)

City.. 150

AveDay

PORTLAND,

90
100

d. t. wk.

at

Port-

4th

at

Blue

wk.

wk.
at
Madison,

Garden,

ORE.

Blue Mouse — Waikiki AA’edding (20th-Fox);
Parole Kacket (Col), 5th d. t. wk

105

Broadwav — I^ince and the Paui>er (FN); AA’ay
Out AA’est (M-G-M). 2d wk
Mayfair — Host Horizon (Col), roadshow
Orpheum — Shall AA’e Dance (RKO); Midnight
Taxi (20th-Fox)
Paramount- Internes Can’t Take Money (Para);
Thunder in the City (Col)
Ignited Artists — Garden of Allah (UA)

Keith’s,
Detroit.

110
120
120
120
115

Milwaukee.

Albee — As Good as Married
Buy Huck (RKO)

MINNEAPOLIS

Minnesota — Shall AA’e Dance (RKO)
Orpheum— -.Marked AA'oman (FN)
State — Great Guy (GN); lad’s Get Married
(Col)
Time — FJilighten Thy Daughter (SR)
World — F^lephant Boy (UA)

90
90
100
90
90
70
80

(Univ);

NEW

HAVEN

College — Sea I>e\ils (RKO);
Don’t Tell the
Wife (RKO)
Loew’s-Poli — Koineo and .Juliet (M-G-M); Step
Lively, .Jeeves (20th-Fox)
Paramount — Girl Overhoard (L^niv); The Iving’s
Scandals (stage show)
Roger Sherman — Prince and the Pauper (FN);
.Melody for Two
(IVB)

NEW

110

Ori)heum — Shall AA'e llaiice (RKO). 2d wk
Saenger- AAake Up and Hive (20th-Fox)
St. Charles — Devil’s Plavground (Col)
State— Night Must Fall (M-G-M)
Tudor— No Man of Her Own
(Para)

100
135
65
135
125

of

95
100

two60

1st

run;

.Money

(Para),

Dance

(RKO),

100
105

CITY
150
100

Midwest — Marke<l

125

(FN)

110
110
120
105

SAN

FRANCISCO

Orpheum — Oh,
Tzive (Univ)

Doctor

(U^niv) ; Het

95

wk.

Them

85
90
120
80

Paramount — AA’ake I’p and IJve (20th-Fox);
Song of City (M-G-M). 3rd d. t. wk
St. Francis^ — <’all It a Day (WB); Midnight
Taxi (20th-Fox). 2d d. t. wk
I'nited Artist.s — Star Is Born (UA). 2d wk
AVarfield— Prince and Pauper (FN); Fair
AA aniiiig (20th-Fox)

100
100
120
110

Blue Mouse — AA’ake I’p and Hive (20th-Fox);
Murder Goes to College (Para). 4th wk
Fifth Avenue — Cafe Metropole (20th-Fox);
Midnight Taxi (20th-Fox)
Liberty — A Star Is Born (UA), 2d w'k
Music Box — Prince and the Pauper (FN); Song
of the City (M-G-M)
Or]iheum — Shall AA’e Dance (RKO), 2d w'k
Palomar — Kver.\ body Dance (GB); Major
Bowes Amateurs on stage
Paramount— Turn Off the Moon (Para); IzOve
From a Stranger (UA)

105
125
120
120
115
120
120

130

Criterion- — A Star Is Born (UA)
I>iberty — Good Old Soak (M-G-M)
AA’oman

120

SEATTLE
100
105

Rialto — Nobody’s ISah.v (M-G-M)
105
Kivoli — Cafe Metropole (20th-Fox), 3d wk
95
Roxy — Talk of the Devil (GB). stage show.... 85
Strand — I’rinee and the I’anper (FN). 2d wk. .115i

OKLAHOMA

100

CITY

Clay — Hucrezia Borgia (European Films)
Fox — Cafe Metropole (20th-Fox); Mountain
Justice (FN)
Geary — Host Horizon (Col), roadshow, llth
Golden Gate — Y’<ui Can’t Buy Huck (RKO);
stage show

CITY

Astor — ^vaptains Courageous (M-G-M), 2d wk.
of two-a-day, capacity
Capitol — They Gave Him
a Gun (M-G-M)
Central — 2.'{y» Hours Lesive (GN) and 12th
episode Dick Tra<'y serial
Criterion — .Make Way for Tomorrow
(Para),
2d wk

Paramount — Jnternes Can’t Take
stage show; 2d wk
Radio City Music Hall — Shall M e
stage show

130

170

60
110
65

Globe — J.ost Horizon (Col), 11th wk.
a-day,
Palace — You Can't Huy I.uek (RKO),
Marked M omaii (FN), 2d run

75
120

70

ORLEANS

YORK

Can’t

Capitol — Manhattan
MehKlrama
(M-G-M), request program; Trarler Horn (M-G-M)
Orpheum — Call It a Day (WB); Mountain .Justice (FN)
Paramount — J.ost Horizon (Col), roadshow ....
i?tudio — Star Js Born (UA), holdover

120

<’enter--Vou Only Hive Once (UA), revival
(ilobe-- AA'alkiki AA’cdding (Para), revival
Liberty — Klephaiit Boy (UA)

NEW

Y’ou

Fays — It Happened Out AA’est (20th-Fox); stage
show
Majestic — Cafe Metropole (20th-Fox); Night
Key (Univ.)
State- — AA’oman Chases Man
(UA) ; Speed to
Spare (Col.)
Strand — Turn Off the Moon
(Para); Michael
O’Halloran (Rep.)

SALT LAKE

95
85

Closer

(SR),

PROVIDENCE

75
80
85

100

Come

Barn

RUNS

Dance. 3rd
3rd wk. at

90
100
100
150
120
120

DETROIT

(Col);

Red

PORTLAND,

160

Dance — Dallas

EXTENDED

Baikilvi
land. Ore.

the

Brandeis — Shall AA’e Dance (RKO). 2d wk
Omaha — A Star Is Born (UA); Her Husband
Hies (Para). 4 days, held over
Orpheum — Fifty Roads to Town
(20th-Fox),
plus stage show

170

Aster -Par(»lc Kacket (Col); Man AA'ho Found
Himself {20th-Fox)
Century- AAake Up and lave (20th-Fox), 2d wk.

Adams- -Cafe 3Ietroi»ole (20th-Fox), 2d wk;
step IJvel.>, Jeeves (20th-Fox)
(‘inema — Blind (iirl of Sorrento (Italian)
Howntown — SIUA Hours Heave (GN); Girl Doves
Boy (GN). .
Fox — When Hove Is Young (Univ), stage show..
Madison — Shall We Dance (RKO). held 3d wk..
Michigan — Turn Off the >Ioon (Para), stage
show

in

170

Is

We

Hc.stasy,

DALLAS

Playground

OMAHA

and the Pauper — Charlotte

Host Horizon, 11th wk. of two-a-day at
Globe. New
York; 11th wk. at Geary, San
Francisco

CLEVELAND

Devils

Top Hits of the Week
Prince

A
200
125
100
85
100
110
130

State

F^olks (Col)
Warner — Murder
stage show

Prince and
Haven

Broadway — ‘Prince and the Pauper (FN)
Carolina — A Star Is liorn (UA)
Imperial — Mad
Holiday (M-G-M)
Imperial — We
Have Our Moments
(Univ)
Imperial — Fair Warning
(20th-Fox)
State — Midnight Taxi (20th-Fox)
State — Hills of Old Wyoming
(Para)

Is 100%)

WASHINGTON
Capitol — Cafe
show

Metropole

(20th-Fox),

plus

stage

115

Columbia — Personal Property (M-G-M), 2d d. t.
wk. ; 1st W'k. at Capitol
115
Earle — Ih*inoe and the Pauper (FN), plus
stage show
125
Keiths — Shall AA’e Dance (RKO), three days
of 2d wk. and four days of 3d
105
Metropolitan — Silent Barriers (GB)
00
Palace — A Star Is Born (UA). 2d wk
90
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NEW QUALITY SCREEN
MONTHLY ANNOUNCED
New

York — A

quality

screen

monthly,

Cinema Arts, aimed at “a discriminating
class of readers who appreciate the growing art of the cinema,” will appear early in
June on newsstands throughout the country.
The new periodical, in Fortune size, will
sell for 50 cents and will be edited by Paul
F. Husserl, formerly managing editor of
‘‘The March of Time,” according to President Albert Griffith-Grey of Cinema Arts
Co.
Griffith-Grey, a brother of David Wark
Griffith and a former vice-president of
United Artists, has also announced an extensive advertising program to be handled
by Kelly, Nason & Winsten.
E. A. Tropp is executive vice-president
and general manager of the new publication. Bernard Palmedo is circulation manager.
Contributors to the opening issue include
Benjamin de Casseres, Homer Croy, Reuben Mamoulian, Richard Watts jr., Irene
Kuhn, Eugene Walter, Jim Tully, Norman
Anthony.

CANADIAN THEATRES
REACH 1,089 TOTAL
New

York — Canada’s

1,089 theatres

con-

tain a total seating capacity of 603,346 in
659 towns with a total population of 5,026,799, according to the theatre directory issued this month by the Canadian Film
Board of Trade. Detailed information by
distribution centers:
No.
Center

of Towns

Calffarv, Alta
Montreal, (Jiie
Saint ,Iohn. N. B
Toronto, Out
Vaneoiiver, B. C.
Winnipeg, Man

No.

Top.

Tli’res

Cap’ety

!(!:> 29G,077
186
5.S,864
8.8 1,483,482
176 119,000
70
406,1.50 102
58,181
156 1,989,805 3.88 237,164
... 51
468,196
94
.57,016
184
489,639
193
78,171

Totals

6-59

5,026,799

1,089

603,346

LETTERS
FROM
Box

Office,

4701

East

9th

Kansas City,
Gentlemen :

READERS

Street.
Mo.,

I own
and operate a chain of 11 theatres in
Indian-i and Ohio, and have been in business for
a period of twenty years but have never seen anything like it in all my experiences.
f booked the picture entitled “Body of Beautiful" produced by S. S. Millard, to open on April
i:Uh for a period of 4 days at the Riley Theatre,
Fort Wayne,
Ind., which
has a
population of
122,000. On account of the immense
crowds w^e
were having we
were
unable to accommodate
them during these four days and I was forced to
hold this picture over for an additional 15 days,
playing only from Monday through Friday. I had
to use my regular shows on Saturday and Sunday
on account of the Children, and start over on
Monday again.
For your information or any other exhibitor I
have had nothing but praises from the city and
civic organizations. I played to a total of 37,607
people at the Riley Theatre, which has a seating
capacity of 700, which I believe is a record established in Fort Wayne, Indiana.
I

surely

will send
produced

hope

that

the

Hollywood

more attraction as
by S. S. Millard.
Very

“Body

truly

;; May

Center

Beautiful"

yours,

(Signed)

BOXOrnCE
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Mailers

Kuijkendall Urges Heavij
Selling of Average Films
Columbus,

Miss. — “As

we must

20th-Fox Meet Sets
Attendance Record
New

York — Setting

an

attendance

rec-

ord for industry sales conventions, more
than 800 representatives of 20th CenturyFox enterprises, including the National
Theatres division, are expected to be on
hand when the opening gavel falls on the
company’s annual sales meeting in Los
Angeles on Monday. The sessions will terminate on Thursday.
Opening with an address of welcome by
John D. Clark, general manager of distribution, the program will be devoted the
opening day to conferences on the Outdoor
series. Movietone News and short subjects.
Features of Monday’s sessions will be distribution of awards to winners in the
fourth annual S. R. Kent drive and announcement of Educational’s program of
short subjects to be made by E. W. Hammons, president.
Product

Lineup

Monday

Production

discussions, including announcement of the 1937-38 program, will
be held on Tuesday, with Darryl F. Zanuck,
vice-president in charge of production, and
Col. Jason Joy, studio public relations director, among the speakers.
Distribution will occupy the convention
Wednesday, with an explanation of policies
and other matters by Joseph M. Schenck,
chairman of the board; Sidney R. Kent,
president, and Clark. Charles E. McCarthy, advertising and publicity head, and
Harry Brand, west coast publicity chief,
will talk on advertising, publicity and exploitation plans for the new season.
Sessions

End

good

exhibitors

use every bit of energy and ingenuity at our command to bolster up the
‘average’ pictures,” Ed Kuykendall, MPTOA
president, said here in commenting on the
editorial, “The Forgotten Pictures,” by Ben
Shlyen in Boxoffice for May 15.
“Most of the average pictures,” Mr. Kuykendall continued, “are good entertainment, and they should be sold as such.
All cannot be specials.”
The MPTOA head admitted that “it is
regrettable, but true, that the average theatre manager lets down and lessens his
selling efforts when he finds one of the
so-called ‘B’ pictures coming along, when,
above all other times, it is then necessary to put out also
special
Contending
thateffort.”
exhibitors should
pay more attention to the exploitation of
the “newer stars” and to timely pictures
with lesser-known stars Mr. Kuykendall
said that it is good theatre insurance for
the future.
“The older established stars are losing
their attraction value with each picture,”
he reminded, “and the younger generation
of patrons are demanding more and more
the type of stars that represent the modes
of today. We must not forget that a large
percentage

of

today’s

patrons

is this

younger generation.”
Pointing to another “weak link” in exhibition policy, Mr. Kuykendall termed it
the “method of asking the same admission for all types, the good and the bad.
I am sure the day is rapidly coming,” he
said, “when we shall see pictures made for
different admission prices, and even for
different classes of patronage.”

Star Club Rein
Albany

without

— Formation

of film

star clubs

the consent of the stars is prohibited by a new state law.

Thursday

The sessions are scheduled to wind up
Thursday with a visit to Movietone City
where the delegates will see the studios in
action, and the usual convention-end festivities.
Four special trains this week transported
the representatives to the coast from all
sections of the country. The eastern delegation of 175, including home office men,
was due to leave on the return trip Friday
morning, arriving in New York Tuesday,
June 8.

LOEW DIVIDEND TOTAL
REACHES $5.50 SHARE
New

York — Loew’s,

Inc., dividend

dis-

tribution so far for the current fiscal year
totals $5.50 a share.
This includes the $1.50 extra dividend
and 50 cents regular quarterly distribution announced late last week, representing a melon of some $3,200,000 to stockholders.

For More Efficient — More
Economical Air Washing
The

finer

the

spray

the

cooler

the

theatre.

Marley

spray nozzles wash air more thoroughly because they provide a finer, more
uniform spray. They reduce costs because
they operate efficiently under low pressures.
These nozzles machined internally — equipped
with remo^■ahle base plugs — made
in all
caiiacities. Wr'te for literature and free
sample.
1915

THE
Walnut

MARl.EY
St.

rOMPANY
Kansas City,

MARLEY

PATENTED

SPRAY

Mo.

NOZZLES
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PRACTICALIDEAS

DOUBLES CONTESTS
SELL JANET GAYNOR

Radio Buildup for

Rochester,

Major Bowes' Show

Omaha

—

Slickest,

most

ambitious

and

most expensive piece of exploitation ever
attempted here — that of establishing telephone girls and tabulators on the Orpheum
Theatre stage during the Major Bowes’
broadcast — has left Tri-States officials still
uncertain as to just how successful the
promotion was.
The exploitation was a buildup for the
Bowes All-Girl revue opening the following day. The program was brought in from
KFAB by remote and broadcast over the
theatre’s own loudspeaker system. During
the program the local vote was received
and tabulated before the audience.
Idea May

Spread

Manager William Miskell of the Orpheum evolved the idea, which was so
original it may revolutionize presentation
of Major Bowes’ radio programs and stage
shows throughout the country as soon as
the procedure can be smoothed out.
During the broadcast the regular program was suspended. Then later a new
picture was run in as a preview, with one
old picture being held over.
In all 125 persons were employed tabulating the votes, which were received
over a battery of 90 phones.
Cost

Theatres

$500

Total cost of the exploitation was $2,300, with the radio program bearing $1,800 of the expense which is the usual
weekly outlay for installation of telephones in the week’s honor city. TriStates spent $500, most of which was represented by overtime for stage crews.
One significant feature was pointed out
by Exploiteer Ted Emerson of Tri-States,
who predicted that success of such undertakings may point the way for theatres
to take advantage of radio programs for
audience appeal instead of losing by popularity of film stars appearing on the air.

N. Y. — A

search

Lester Pollock’s campaign on “A Star Is
Born” for Loew’s Rochester Theatre.
The Eastman Kodak Co. of Rochester
cooperated with the leading daily newspaper in offering three Kodachrome screen
rests to winners and the theatre ran a special trailer plugging the stunt a week in
advance. A 16mm. film in color made of
the winners was run off on a small screen
in the lobby three times daily for a week
prior to the picture’s opening.
The same paper featured a stunt staged
by a leading department store which announced that it would show how “a star
is born.” The stunt consisted of transforming a girl into a “movie star” by giving her the proper coiffure, clothes and
makeup. The stunt created plenty of interest.
At a dozen spots around town word-ofmouth was created by such displays as cement moulds carrying faked impressions
of Gaynor’s and Fredric March’s hands
and feet a la Grauman’s Chinese Theatre
in Hollywood. In some instances the stunt
was given a contest twist by inviting people to match their footprints with the
stars’ and win passes.
In front of the theatre a large compo
board telescope was placed on a tripod with
an usher dressed as an astrologer to manipulate it. Passersby were invited to take
a peek and see how “A Star Is Born.” What
they actually saw were production stills
and catchline plugs.

Salesman

Cleveland — For

the showing

PRACTICAL

SHOWMEN

NUGGETS
tp" mi

i*»”

for Janet

Gaynor doubles with screen tests on color
film as the prizes highlighted Manager

Money

BY

ace, Worcester,
Mass., has
received
jyjANAGER
H. H. Maloney
of Poll’s
Pal-a
letter from the superintendent of the local
trolley company complimenting Doorman
Loftus on his cooperation when a trolley
mishap occurred in front of the theatre.
The superintendent was in the theatre and
the doorman located him. It’s little things
like that that build goodwill for a theatre.

•
Arthur Mayer’s Rialto at Broadway and
42nd St., New York, put over the idea of
FN’s “Mountain Justice’’ with a display
above the boxoffice of hillbilly rifles and
grim-looking whips. The Broadway crowds
got the inference.
Manager

of Metro’s

D. Toups of the State,

•

A unique ballyhoo for UA’s “Woman
Chases Man’’ was the stunt arranged in
Baltimore by Lou Brown, Loew exploiteer.
He had University of Maryland co-eds
chase the most popular man on the cam-

Loew’s State, Houston, has promoted a
lobby
full of ultra smart furniture to carry
pus.
out the summery atmosphere of that
theatre.

•
When

Clicks

Laurel-Hardy feature, “Way Out West,” a
man dressed in true “movie western” style
paraded Euclid Ave. during the traffic
peak selling $5 bills for $4.95. To make
the deal, the buyer had to have the $4.95
in exact change. The man was swamped
by applications for the jitney profit.

Rodney

New Orleans, had a phoney “drunk” on
the streets as a ballyhoo for M-G-M’s
“Good Old Soak.”

it comes

to promoting.

Manager

George N. Hunt jr. of Loew’s in Louisville takes a front seat. He promoted 4,000
sample packages of a popular brand of
cigarette for distribution to patrons in
campaign.
conjunction

with Republic’s “Hit Parade”

•

An old stunt that is always good when
appropriate is a dance contest. Such as the
“Sweetheart Waltz Contest” on M-G-M’s
“Maytime” promoted by Ernest Van Pelt,
M-G-M representative, in conjunction with
the Fox Oakland Theatre, Oakland, Calif.
Prelims were held on Thursday nights, with
cash prizes and tickets awarded at each
preliminary. A grand prize was given at
the finale.

A

clever publicity stunt for Paramount’s “Woman Chases Man” at
Loew’s Capitol in Washington, D. C.,
was the news cameraing of a bevy of
pretty University of Maryland coeds,
said to be inspired by the film, chasing Bill Guckeyson, football and track
star of the college. Stunt commanded
a four-column group of three pictures
in the Daily News, local Scripps-Howard paper.
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MORE PUBLICITY FOR
HISTORICAL PICTURES
Cleveland — With

the current

vogue

for

historical pictures riding high and all major producers releasing or planning to release features based on the life or loves

Quite appropriate is the above stunt
rigged up by T. A. MacDougald, manager of the Grand Theatre at Lake
City, Fla., for the engagement of 20th
Century-Fox’s “Wake Up and Live.”
The youngster reclining in the bed beneath the admonition to “Wake Up
and Live” attracted plenty of attention
and considerable extra business.

SATEVEPOST TIEUP
ON GOLDWYN
New

York— -“Woman

FILM

Chases

Man,”

magazine’s series of articles on Goldwyn
by Alva Johnston.
The campaign is being timed to benefit
first runs showing the film. Decision to
extend the campaign throughout the country followed such promotion in the Philadelphia territory by the local representative
of the publishing company, who suggested
to exhibitors that the strong advance
buildup created by the Post articles be
capitalized to the fullest extent.
Chases

Man”

Search

In Columbus, O., Prank Hensen of Loew’s
Broad had the women agog with his
“Woman Chases Man” search. It was announced that an unidentified man resembling Joel McCrea would walk through
the main business section at a certain time
day. The first woman to recognize him
was given a cash prize of $25. Each day
he went unrecognized the prize was increased. The man was not put on the
street until the fourth day when the
award reached $100. The stunt received
plenty of free publicity.

A flash front at low cost was in order
for the Granada Theatre in Plainview,
Tex., to tell the folks about Paramount’s “The Plainsman.” Manager
C. E. McSwain and his assistant, Bruce
Royal, went into a huddle with Clarence Wisdom, house artist, with the
attention-compelling results pictured
at the right emerging.
BOXOFFICE

:: May

29, 1937.

by a radio station and also by the newspaper critics. The local dailies used pictures and considerable column space.
Similarly, Matt Saunders, of Poll’s Theatre, Bridgeport, Conn., has discovered
that Fred A. Parnell, a local resident, is
a direct descendant of Parnell, the Irish
statesmen, and he is looking forward to
interesting copy and publicity breaks when
his theatre plays M-G-M’s

Samuel Goldwyn production, is receiving
nationwide aid through the cooperation of
territorial managers of the Curtis Publishing Co., publishers of the Saturday
Evening Post, in conjunction with the

“Woman

of historical characters, enterprising theatre managers can often gather extra
newspaper space for their current attractions by digging up relatives or friends
of characters in the picture, as Milt Harris, of Loew’s Granada, here did during
the run of “The Plainsman.”
Harris discovered an “oldster” living
near Cleveland who was a personal friend
of Buffalo Bill Cody. He invited the man
to see the film and had him interviewed

“Parnell.”

BALTIMORE'S CZECHS
ARE DOUBLE CHECKED
Baltimore — Maxwell

Weinberg,

mana-

ger and publicity director of the Little
Theatre here, recently demonstrated what
can be done in promoting the cooperation
of foreign populations in native language
pictures.
The picture was “Janosik,” first Czechoslovakian talking picture to play Baltimore. Weinberg contacted the United
Czechoslovakian Societies and had them
underwrite the sale of blocks of tickets.
The theatre supplied the societies with
posters, window cards, circulars and other
advertising in Czech and English which
were distributed where they would catch
the eye of the nationals. There were ads
in the local Czech papers and “spot” announcements on a radio Czech hour.

Local Baby Contests
to Promote Tieups
Boston — In the New

England

section the

M. & P. Theatre circuit has long profitably
pulled off baby contests in conjunction
with local newspapers, merchants and photographers.
Shortly, RKO will release its latest baby
feature, “Going on Three,” starring the
Dionne quintuplets, for which such contest
would be a natural at the boxoffice.
Newspaper

Comes

First

In such
for space
the paper
space can

contests, one must arrange first
with a newspaper. By tieing in
as co-sponsor of the contest, the
usually be obtained gratis. Registration blanks must next be printed in
the paper to be filled out by parents. For
a picture credit line, a photographer ordinarily will make picture prints, one of
which will go to the parent and the other
for the theatre lobby display. Too, the
photographer can be sold on the idea that
he will profit from extra prints which parents will order.
Photos are mounted for lobby display,
and a ballot box is provided. The newspaper runs a ballot each day good for 10
votes, and the theatre issues a ballot good
for as many votes as there are pennies in
the admission price.
Merchants

Cooperative

Ads

Co-op ads are arranged with merchants,
with each ad carrying a number of votes
in proportion to the amount of space taken.
After the balloting, finalists are adopted
by merchants, who carry cuts of their entry in their ads.
The contest is a cinch because: Newspapers profit from increased advertising
and circulation: the photographer gets
more print jobs and plenty of free publicity; the parents are all proud of their
babies; the merchants get more business
and free publicity; and the theatre is
usually well taken care of at the boxoffice.

69

\J

n

PRODUCTION

and its adventures
leaves his fingers.

fPW?

MCSICAL

in a man’s stomach after it
Robert Benchley. March 13,

REVLE

Hollywood Party' (21) — Elissa Landi
fete and more than 25 Hollywood
eluded among
the guests. Charlie
Gable, Joe E.
OVli GANG

J

Additions to and corrections of
the PRODUCTION
INDEX
for
May 15, 1937.

Brown

and

gives a lawn
stars are in
Chase. Clark

others.

April

3, '37.

Hearts Are Trumps
(11) — Ignoring St. Valentine’s
Day, the kids form a “He-Man
Woman
Haters
Club" but Alfalfa falls for a little girl’s wiles.
Spanky McFarland. April 3, ’37.
’37.
Rushiii’ Ballet
(11) — Escaping from a tough gang
by wearing ballet costumes, Spanky and Alfalfa

CHANGES

blunder onto a stage during a children’s dance
program. Spanky McFarland. April 24, ’37.
PETi: SMITH
SPECIALTY

TQatUtQ5

LaxMiian Is Born, A i . . ) — Western. Newly-elected
sheriff uncovers duplicity of a cowpuncher on a
small ranch, who stirs up trouble in order to
give the powerful ranchers reason to wipe out
the independents. Johnny
Mack
Brown,
Iris
Meredith. Warner
Richmond.
Director, Sam

Columbia
COMING

KKLKASES:

Blatk Torreiu — Mae Clark, Jack Holt.
Fla>hiiig Skate^. — Charles Quigley, Rita

Hayworth.

First National
COMING

KEGEA.SE.S:

Doil's l^atltlle
Nagel.
First

l.egion.

Lady — Kay

It’s Love I’m
Havilland.
Life

of Fhnile

Radio

The — Dick

Francis.

Preston

After — Leslie
Zola,

Foran,

Olivia

de

Wyman.

San (Jiientiii— Pat O'Brien, Humjjhrey Bogart.
G. Robinson.
Slight Case of Murder, A — Edward
Talent

.Scout — Donald

Woods,

Jeanne

Varsity

Show — Fred M’aring,
title
CHANGES:

l.ittle Hiickaroo,

changed

Grand
TITLE

Dick

Out M est (U5) — Comedy.
Complications resulting when a pair of prospectors deliver the
deed to a gold mine to a sirenish singer instead
of an orphan slavey. Laurel and Hardy, Sharon
Lynne. Rosina Lawrence. Director, James Horne.
(F>. April 16, '37. (7.34).

Races,

TITLE

Michael

of

DATFIS:

A

June

25. ’37

CHANtiES:

Tootin’

changed

to

MARRIED

TITLE

Flood

NEM

changed

REI.EASE

the

TITI.E

to ON

SUCH

A

Skull

5, ’37
15. *37

Jan.

Rhythm
in Texas

Faithful,

changed

to

4, ’37

May

12, '37

...Feb.

28, ’37

to

IN

CHICAGO.

OLD

THE

LADY

ES-

Thief Meets Thief (89) — Drama.
Love triangle involving a gentleman bootlegger, a confidence man and a gold-digging society girl is
solved when
the confidence man
commits
suicide. Douglas Fairbanks jr., Valerie Hobson,
Alan Hale. Director, Raoul Walsh.
(A). June

SICAl.

Stripes (11) — Young orchestra leader, arrested for speeding, succeeds in having his entire band jailed in order to give a broadcast
from the cell. Vyola Von, Maynard
Holmes.
20, ’37,

OSMALI)

CARTOONS

Wily W<^asel,
away
from
eggs

and

The
her

(7) — While the mother hen is
nest, the weasel removes the

substitutes

door

RELEASE

California

Straight

Let

Live

'Them

DATES:
Ahead

May
April

Treve

Dangerous
Honolulu
RELEASFIS:

Car — Robert

Aees — Buck
the

M'estboand

Jones,

Mar — John

Kay

Judith

2, ’37
11, '37

Jan.

17, ’37

Jan.

24, ’37

May

23, ’37

Barrett.

Linaker.

Wayne,

Limited — Lyle

Talbot,

Gwen
Polly

Ga'^e.
Rowles.

^kott5

7,

’37.

in color. May
NOVELTIES

Check Your Cash (10) — Luis
a
bunch
of card sharps
knowledge of card tricks
game.

May

22,

22, ’37.

Zingone falls in with
on a
train but his
beats them at their

’37.

MONO. APPROACHING
NEW PRODUCTION TOP
production

since

the

six productions set to go into work, according to the announcement of Scott R.
Dunlap,
tion.
The

vice-president

in charge

of produc-

sextet includes:
Isle,” with

Mrs.

Dorothy

Reid

producing: “The Luck of Roaring Camp,”
going into work May 30 under Joseph Henry Steele’s production; “Telephone Operator” and “Port of Missing Girls,” which
Lon Young will produce; “Circus Lady,” no
production assignments; and “West of
Rainbow’s End,” the initial Jack Randall
musical western.
“Blazing Barriers” and “The Thirteenth
Man” are in the cutting room, and “The
Hoosier
time
ago.Schoolboy” started shooting some

Columbia
St RAPPY

June

REVUE

No. 10 (10) — Girls dancing on w'ater; preparing
breakfast in a large hotel; raising rabbits for
their fur; manufacturing Morocco leather, the

“Paradise

Wilcox,

knobs.

Vitaphone
PICTORIAL

CARTOONS

S<’ni|)py’s Music I..essoii (7) — Introducing a
new
character, “Pooty-Polly,” the parrot, who fights
with Scrappy’s music teacher, a
howling German dialectician. June 4, ’37.

M-G-M
IT TZPA TRtt K TRAVEL'TALKS
Ilong Kong — Hub of the Orient (9) — Scenes in and
around this populous trading city which is Chinese by' tradition and
British by possession.
May
1, ’37.
Serene Siam (9) — A
Siam, a rity' that
other city in the

visit to Bangkok, capital of
covers more area than any'
world, except London.
May

HARMONIES

3 CHANGES

A WEEK— $3.00

Send in 'youi dates and check iot $3.20
for one week's service and shipping ex-

CARTOONS

Bosko’s Easter Eggs (8) — The little pup gaily colors the eggs with bright spring tints. March

Radio

DATES:

May

14, ’37

to

20. ’37.
liosko and the Pirates (8) — The timid little pup
gets courage to vanquish the bold bad sea robbers. May 1, ’37.
MINIATl
RES

CH.VNGES:

changed

Ml

and

company’s inception will be reached by
Monogram during the next five weeks, with

Universal
NEM

I Cover

TAI5LDID
Bars

Hollywood — Peak

4. ’37.

Blaelc

Short. April 10, ’37.
Tennis Tactics (10) — Fred Perry, the tennis champion, demonstrates the form and ability tnat
carried him to three Davis Cup titles. May
1.

own

Artists

When

She’s

M isdom (10) — Prudence Penny, home economist, comes to the aid of a blundering bride
helps her serve a delicious meal. Gertrude

and

latter sequence
VITAPHONE

changed

United

29, '37.
HAPPY

NIGHT.

Heatllines

Three on a E'ltchkey,
THE
PARTY.

70

31, ’37

CHANGES:

Crest,

RKO
Behind

2 4, ’37

May

FH.VNGES:

Mill Be
CAPES.

Armored

Easy Living ( . . ) — Comedy.
An innocent gift to a
wonian
by a
financier opens the way
for a
series of domestic, scandalous and financial complications that are finally settled. Jean Arthur,
Edward Arnold. Ray Milland. Director, Mitchell
Leisen. (F). July 30, ’37.
Exclusive (..) — Action drama
of what
haiipens
when racketeers try to takt* over a newspaper.
Fred MacMurray, Frances Farmer, Charles Buggies. Director, A1 Hall. (F). July 10, '37.
Forlorn River ( . . ) — Western.
Two
cowboys
in
search of evidence to pin on a bank robber find
him posing as a horse buyer for the Army
but
trap him when
his rustling motive is uncovered. Larry Crabbe, June Martel, John Patterson. Director, Charles Barton. (F). July 2, '37.
Rustler’s Valley (..) — Western.
In an effort to
avenge the reported death of a
friend, two
ranchers unearth a
plot to unseat a
ranch
owner, get the swindlers jailed and find the
friend unharmed.
IVilliam Boyd, George Hayes,
Russell Hayden.
Director: Nate
Watt
(F)
July 23, '37. (3«71).
M dd .Money (..) — Comedy
drama. A meek new'Spaper editor who
takes it upon
himself to
sew' up ’ the story' of his kidnaped
neighbor
almost ruins the newspaper
but gets the exclusive story, rescues his friend and captures the
kidnapers. Edward Everett Horton, Louis Campbell, Lynne Overman.
Director, Louis King
(F). July 9, ’37.

May

20th Century-Fox

TITLE

Mings Over
( OMING

Paramount

24, ’37

May

Mhistliiig

I'p Time

Might.v

You’ll He Married hy Noon,
BREAKFAST.
BEFORE

the

May

May

O’Halhiran

Riders

Fhieago,

May

at the

Ranch

I

National

M-G-M

Day

Ciiiiisinoke

w’inter
moun-

Universal

Cowboys
Holiday

STRIP.

CHANGES:

RELFIASE

on

Penny'

Feb.

DATES;

Ricks

Dangerous

Round

Grand Canj on, changed to PAINTER
IN THE
SKY.
Shadow, The, changed to ALIAS
THE
SHADOW
Marked Money, changed to BANK
ALARM.

NEM

C’oine

of C’appy

Rootin’

Madden.

Powell.

to CHEROKEE

June 14. ’37.
NEW
RELEASE
Atfair.s

Muni.
Jane

Newfield. (F). June 21. ’37. (G327).
Kli.xthin in the Clouds (..) — Musical comedy.
Starving girl song-writer, by means
of a ruse,
manages
to have her numbers
accepted for a
commercial radio program, although many
complications result. Patricia Ellis, Warren
Hull,
Joyce Compton.
Director, John H. Auer. (F).

Anne

Foster.

Howard,

The — Paul

Jamboree — Dick

Foran,

Ski Skill (10) — Some of the experts in this
sport in dangerous jumps in the Swiss
tains. March 20, ’37.

Republic

THE

LIFE

OF

Romance

of

Digestion

(10) — The

story

of a

LLOYD

pense.

HAMMOND

2425 Cass five . Detroit.MiOT.

cookie
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STRIKING CRAFTS MAY TURN TO CIO
Jurisdictional Tiff of lATSE
and FMPC Before
AFL Board
As indicated from the very inception of
the walkout, diehards in the FMPC ranks,
facing an early demise of their strike activities, may turn to the Committee for
Industrial Organization for support if the
PMPC’s present quarrel with the lATSE
is given the thumbs-down gesture by the
American Federation of Labor’s executive
board.
AFL Has FMPC Protest
The AFL is at present considering the
lATSE-FMPC tiff over jurisdictional problems, and the FMPC body at a mass meeting this week dispatched a message to that
labor organization’s executive board in
Cincinnati asking for immediate action in
regard to what the FMPC terms jurisdictional encroachment by the lATSE over
makeup artists and hair stylists.
If the present strike picture is accurate,
the CIO will be asked to move in if AFL
leaders refuse to take action on the matter.
Theatre

Picketing

Continues

The FMPC is continuing picket lines at
theatres and the ten major studios on the
craft union’s unfair list. Early in the
week, however, there was no indication
that Charles Lessing, FMPC strike director, or Pat Casey, labor representative for
the producers, would get together on any
sort of agreement. An earlier move for
settlement was spiked when George
Browne, president of the lATSE, informed
producers that no negotiations could be
opened with the FMPC without his sanction, as in such an event he would call an
immediate national strike of lATSE workers in both theatres and studios.
Government

Mediator

Possible

Developments at the AFL meeting were
being awaited by producers and strike
leaders, with the possibility arising that a
government mediator may be called in to
settle the difficulty regardless of what
action the AFL may take.
Meanwhile the Screen Actors Guild continued its organizational drive, having successfully fought for producer recognition
some weeks ago, and has decided to extend its closed shop edict to producers of

Ken McKenna Proposes
Actors' Pool
New

an

York — A proposal

that thea-

trical producers and managers
actors pool for hiring a

form
large

group of competent players on a seasonal basis was advanced by Kenneth
McKemia, actor, at the American
Theatre Council convention here this
week.
McKenna’s contention was that
each manager would be privileged to
draw from this pool the actors he
might need to cast a show, with the
selection to be on a rotating basis.
In this manner the manager would
be able to get the actors at less salary a week than he might ordinarily
be required to pay them, while all
the actors in the pool would be assured a season’s wages, McKenna
contended.

commercial films, who will be asked to sign
contracts similar to those of other producers. The SAG also put the clamps on
screen appearances of songwriters, directors and other film people who have done
turns as actors, under terms of the ruling
that none but Guild members may be on
the screen except in star or featured parts.
Sylvan Simon, Universal test director, was
the first to feel the effects of the ban when,
as he was going to appear as himself in
a short titled “Going Places,” he was
forced to withdraw in favor of a Guild
actor, Charles Brokaw.
Studio casting directors, production and
business managers opened negotiations this
week for a Guild shop agreement with the
SAG.

Algier Named

Manager

Production manager on “Face the
Facts,” which Andrew L. Stone will produce and direct for Grand National, will
be Sidney Algier. It will be Stuart Erwin’s second starrer for GN. Betty Laidlaw and Robert Lively scripted from Clarence Budington Kelland’s original story.
Shooting is scheduled to start early next
week.

WESTERN EDITION Is One of the Seven Sectional Editions in Which BOXOFFICE Is Published Weekly. The
Other Six Editions Are; NEW ENGLAND, MIDEAST, CENTRAL, MIDWEST, SOUTHERN, EASTERN.
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Renowned Artists in
Studio Rental Deal
Renowned Artists, Inc., awoke from a
lethargy which had pervaded it since its
inception when it made arrangements this
week to rent studio space on the Selznick
International lot and announced plans to
go into production some time in October
on its first picture, “Trade Winds,” which
Tay Garnett will produce and direct with
Ronald Colman starred.
UA

Will

Distribute

A production and office staff is being
organized at present by Lester Cowan,
Renowned executive who heads the producer-director-actor cooperative organization, which numbers among its members
Ronald Colman, Garnett, and John Ford.
Renowned has reached a distributing
agreement with United Artists for its product, of which a more detailed announcement is forthcoming when conferences,
now in session, are concluded.
Associated

Doing

Groundwork

Associated Artists, which came into being at about the same time as Renowned
some time ago to bring confusion into
Hollywood over the similarity in titles, has
held its activities to a minimum after a
preliminary policy and product announcement. Dudley Murphy, Associated president, has been in New York for the past
two weeks tieing up story material and
acting and production talent. Associated
is built along lines similar to Renowned —
a cooperative arrangement in which producer-members pool their finances and
share alike on profits and losses. No studio
space nor release channels have been
cinched.

SCRIPT

Grant

"SUMMER

Garrett

and

ROMANCE"

Seena

Owen

are

scripting “Summer Romance,” Fanchon’s
next production for Paramount, from Don
Hartman’s original.

IVAN
SPEAR,
Western
Manager, Suite 219, 6404 Hollywood
Blvd.,
Hollywood, Calif., Phone GLadstone 1186. WALTER
BARUSCH,
201
Golden Gate Bldg., 25 Taylor St., San Francisco, Calif. JOE COOPER,
2417 Second Ave., Seattle, Wash.
JOHN
A. ROSE. 1620 Clarkson St.,
Denver, Colo. VIOLA
BROWNING
HUTTON,
605 Utah Savings &
Trust Bldg., Salt Lake City, Utah.

CIO Is "Strong" Among
Independent Radio Units
Reports that the Committee of Industrial Organization, which has as yet made
very little progress in the motion picture
industry, had almost completed unionization plans in independent radio stations
in the

Hollywood-Los

Angeles

area,

had

the film and ether Capitol's airplanes
quaking this week with denials and counter-denials.
“Some Basis for Reports”
executives of some of the independently-owned broadcasting outlets professed entire ignorance of such CIO activities, spokesmen for Station KEHE, local member of the California Radio Sys-

While

tem. admitted that “there might be some
basis for the reports,” although the studio
officially would make no statement.
Entrance of the CIO into the radio
comniunicaaon field was rumored when
the John L. Lewis vertical union completed
organization of the Los Angeles units of
the Postal Telegraph and submitted demands to company heads. Western Union
is now in the process of organization.
Labor activities also held the spotlight
at the National Broadcasting Studio here
this week. Following the pattern set by
the NBC forces in San Francisco, employes of the Hollywood outlet have begun
to lay plans for collective bargaining, with
Joseph Alvin, publicist for the organizing
workers,

declaring the group would be patterned after various other company
unions. The plan is still in the nebulous
stage, however.
Cantor,

Astaire

Off

leading radio-screen personalities for summer layoffs. Eddie Cantor will check off
May 30, not to return until September,
and Fred Astaire leaves June 1 for an
equal length of time. Eddie Stanley is to
replace Cantor and the Astaire show will
continue as a straight musical offering,
with no emcee nor featured comedian.
Cantor’s return was guaranteed when he
signed a six-year contract renewal with
his sponsors, the first radio pact to carry
a television clause, requiring him to televise should sight-and-sound become commercial before his agreement terminates.
Station KHJ, of the Don Lee-Mutual
system, has appointed Jack Joy program
director. He fills the void left by the resignation two months ago of Don Bernard,
since which time the post has been split
among staff heads of the station. Joy
had been with KFWB
for several years,
where he combined program duties with
leading a studio orchestra.
KHJ has also elevated Frank Kennedy,
experimental engineer, to the position of
chief studio engineer. He succeeds Harold G. Perry, who resigned.
and

Changes
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Displaying the same physical
and manly prowess which won
plaudits

of the world

fortitude
him the

as Olympic

decath-

lon champion, Glenn Morris, Sol Lesser’s
new Tarzan, is reported by Paul Snell,
Principal’s press representative, to be holding up bravely under the staggering blow
delivered him by the American Athletic
Union when its national secretary, Daniel
Perris,

officially declared
sional this week.

him

a

profes-

Where a less stalward figure might have
been crushed, Morris, who became a pro
because of his motion picture contract, is
living up

to the

old tradition

that

“the

show must go on.”
“Of course,” declared “Tarzan,” “I regret very much the necessity for this decision, but it will have no effect on my
plans, and I expect to begin my first picture within the next two months.”

Republic to File
Answer to Zobel

promotion

An

answer

de-

will be filed some

time

next

week by Republic’s legal advisor, R. W.
Huebner, to the $56,300 action brought
against the company by Victor Zobel, a
former Republic producer, for alleged
wrongful discharge.
Zobel seeks $25,000 for asserted injury to
his reputation because of the claimed discharge and $25,000 for punitive damages,
in addition to $6,300 which he asserts is
due him in salary from April 15, when he
left the lot, till September 15, when his contract was to have terminated, he declares.
The suit was filed in superior court for
him by Attorney Gordon Levoy.
Huebner, taking advantage of the ten-day
length of time granted him in which to
reply, is preparing a defense at present.
METRO

TIES

VAN

Kay Van Riper has
contract with Metro.

RIPER

signed

a

writing

partment here, and the transfer of Roger
Huston to the sales staff of KNX. Huston
leaves KHJ, where he was sales manager.
Thayer Ridgeway moves
vacated spot at KHJ.
KEHE’s

Other radio placements include the addition of Edward Bucklew to the Columbia Broadcasting System’s

Tho' Termed Professional;
Morris Carries On

Air

Program news from Hollywood this week
was headlined by the retirement of two

Placements

PRICE OF FAME

program

up into Huston’s

director,

Mayfield

Kaylor, has checked off for a month’s
leave of absence because of illness. George
Irwin takes over his duties.

‘‘The Sheik’s”

leading

lady returns

to

the screen. Agnes Ayers, star of silent
films and leading lady for the late
Rudolph Valentino in ‘‘The Sheik,”
gets a new chance at the invitation of
Bert Gilroy, RKO
producer pictured
with her here. Miss Ayers wil be seen
first in a series of comedies opposite
Edgar Kennedy.

MEG ON TEX RITTER
YARN TO RAY TAYLOR
Ray Taylor will direct “The Mystery
Riders,” final Tex Ritter musical western
on Edward Finney’s Grand National production schedule. Work was to start this
week with Lindsley Parsons supervising.
Edmund Kelso wrote the screenplay.
Following the picture’s completion Ritter
will go on a personal appearance tour, returning in a few weeks to begin his next
season’s commitment
Grand National.

METRO

of eight

films

for

SETS STARRER

FOR JOAN CRAWFORD
Metro has announced Joan Crawford’s
next starring vehicle as “The Bride Wore
Red,” based on Ferenc Molnar’s stage
play, “The Girl From Trieste.”
Dorothy Arzner will direct — her first assignment at Metro — and Joseph Mankiewicz has been given production reins.

MoreOverman,
to "Ladies"
Cast
Johnny Downs, Benny

Lynne
Baker,

Eleanore

Whitney

and

Terry

Wal-

ker grab the leading spots in Paramount’s
forthcoming musical production, “Good
Night Ladies” which George Archainbaud
will direct. Production was to start this
week from the script by Lillie Hayward
and Eddie Welch.

MoreMarshin draws
"Jones
Family"
a role
in the latest

Joan

Jones Family film at 20th Century-Fox,
“Too Much Limelight.” It is her first assignment under her new contract with the
company. Willard Robertson has also been
added to the cast, which includes Jed
Prouty, Spring Byington,
and Kenneth Howell.
BOXOmCE

Florence

:: May

Roberts
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Grand National, Universal
Meetings Still Hold Spot
With

Ralph Ravenscroft to
Production Post

Carroll

New

for a vacation

York

David

as

she

arrived

in

after com-

pleting “The Prisoner of Zenda” for
Selznick. The film will he released through United Artists.

METRO SENDS TWO FOR
AUTHENTIC PROPERTY
Further indications of the ever-increasing care with which Hollywood is imbuing
its outstanding feature productions came
this week from Metro in an announcement
that two men are being sent to far corners
of the earth to pick up authentic properties for a pair of pictures in an effort to
avoid “crank” fan criticisms.
Ed Willis, superintendent of the property
department, left for Prance this week to
assemble properties for “Marie Antoinette,”
while Hugh Hunt, another property expert,
notified the studio that he had reached
Bombay, India, in his search for material
for “Kim,” the Rudyard Kipling story in
which Freddie Bartholomew will be starred.

LUBITSCH CREW IS
SHOOTING IN EUROPE
Another lengthy jaunt to obtain background accuracy was scheduled by Paramount this week when Ernst Lubitsch sent
a camera crew to Europe to obtain shots
for his Marlene Dietrich picture, “Angel.”
The crew is headed by Dr. Eric Locke and
Harry Perry, cameraman.
They will obtain shots at Ascot, England, during the races there, and then go
on to the continent to obtain backgrounds
for “Bluebeard’s Eighth Wife,” a forthcoming Lubitsch picture.
Dr. Locke and Perry will return about
August 1.

background

scenes

for

:: May

29, 1937.

TWO-CITY

his

PREMIERE

SET FOR
"NO GIRL"
world premiere of Grand

A simultaneous

National’s “The Girl Said No” has been
set by Edward Alperson, GN chief, for
Boston and Washington, late in June.
Alperson left for the east following the
termination of the GN convention in Hollywood to complete the deals and set a
definite date. The film, produced and directed by Andrew Stone, features Irene
Hervey and Robert Armstrong.
The GN president was accompanied east
by Edward Peskay and A. P. Blumenthal,
home office executives, and plans to discuss two production deals while in New
York.

Paramount
Para-

mount’s “An Empire Is Born” were caught
this week by Prank Lloyd, producer-director, and a camera crew, at Kernville and
vicinity. Although actual production will
not begin for several weeks, the shots were
taken early, before the snow disappears.

BOXOFFICE

for the proLuise Rainer
Good Earth;”
in “Captains
for creating
film produc-

will star Dorothy

Lamour

attractions, to be sold on rental and percentage in an upper bracket; 16 attractions
to be sold on rental and percentage in a
lower bracket, and 24 series features and
16 westerns to be sold on flat rental only.
Alperson also announced Los Angeles as
the locale of the 1939 convention, and
named four winners of money prizes in
the sales drive which concluded with the
opening

of the confab.

Universal’s sales policy, as outlined by
James R. Grainger, general sales manager, at the company’s closing convention
session, calls for 12 upper-bracket percentage films, with the selling policy generally to offer Universal’s
ductions in bulk.
Universal

Plans

50 coming

pro-

Profit-Sharing

During the next fiscal year Universal’s
entire personnel, from studio to exchanges,
will share in the company’s profits, according to the announcement made during the sales confab by J. Cheever Cowdin, who declared that the profit-sharing
plan was being worked out through the
home office.
Grand

National’s

advertising

manager,

Edward Finney, outlined the company’s
advertising program to conventionites in
one of the late sessions, announcing national magazine and merchandise tieups,
and cooperative advertising in various
cities between GN exchanges and houses
playing the company’s product first run.
Universal’s sales delegates pulled out
May

20, as did Grand National’s distribution and home office executives, although
Alperson remained over the weekend.

BUCK JONES WINDING
UP UNIVERSAL PACT
His production - distribution contract
with Universal will be wound up by Buck

Lamour's Next Slated

Take Winter Shots
Winter

Scrolls went to Adolph Zukor for his 25year association with the motion picture

for

any

concluded with Edward L. Alperson, company president, outlining the sales policy.
Schedule calls for one special attraction to
be sold on a percentage basis; eight star

Six screen figures were the recipients of
awards and praises for their film work
when the American Institute of Cinematography held its annual dinner last week.

tions,” and to Slavo Vorkapich
montage effects in “Maytime.”

free from

GN Picks L. A. for ’39
GN four-day session, which announced 65 films for the coming season,

The

Six Filmites Cull
Kudos at Dinner

industry; to Cecil B. DeMille
duction of “The Plainsman;”
for her performance in “The
Spencer Tracy for his acting
Courageous;” Borris Morros
higher musical standards in

this week

Universal conferences, both of which concluded last week, are still holding the spotlight of discussion.

Ralph Ravenscroft, publicity director for the Harry Sherman productions, has been promoted to production manager on the first of the new
series of Hopalong Cassidy pictures,
starring Bill Boyd, which Sherman
will make for Paramount release.

Medeleine

Hollywood

motion picture sales conventions for the
first time this spring, the late week developments of the Grand National and

in

her next vehicle, “Her Jungle Love,” similar in theme to “The Jungle Princess,” in
which she made her screen debut late last
year. George Arthur will produce from
the screenplay being written by Gerald
Geraghty. Ray Milland is tentatively set
for the co-starring lead.

Jones upon completion of three more
westerns for the company, to be delivered
August 1. The cowboy star has been with
Universal for three years, during which
time he has appeared in 24 pictures.
Jones is negotiating for another major
tieup to produce on an expanded budget
of $150,000 per film
door pictures.

for a sextet

of out-
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Joe Rivkin,
for New York
new faces.

Columbia
last week

talent scout, left
to hunt up some

*

Columbia vice-president, Jack Cohn, and
his son. Ralph, left for the east last last
iveek, accompanied by their ivives.

P. L. Lee led an army of 154 golfers
,
employes of the Hal Roach studios, in the
lot's second annual tourney this week
at
the Rancho course, ivhen he chalked up a
79 for first honors. He was way ahead of
Oliver Hardy, who
with a snappy 95. upheld actors’ prowess

k

*

*

J. Walter Ruben has returned from a
location trip to Kentucky. O. O. Dull, who
accompanied him, remains in the Blue
Grass region, while Ruben has checked
in at his Metro desk.
★
Louis B. Maer urns host to Mayor Kuhn
of Salem, Ore., at the Metro commissary
last iveek.
*

Morey Marcus, Metro manager in China,
who is at present on leave in Hollywood,
left late last week for New York to confer with home office executives.
★

•k

Ann Rosenthal. Grand National's counsel in Neiv York, who was the only ivoman to attend the GN convention here,
spurned the convention special when it
took the delegates east last week. She is
spending some time visiting her brother.
Aaron, here, and will return by boat.

Herman
D. C.

RKO Radio’s prexy, Leo Spitz, was to
check in this week from New York for

Bing has left for personal appearances in New York and Washington,

studio

conferences.

after the annual
ing June 16.

He

will remain

sales convention,

until
start-

*
*

Joseph Hoffman, RKO Radio writer, and
Ruth Levy loere married last week in
Yuma.

Nina Quartero, actress, and Joe Shea,
Grand National publicity chief, were married last March, they disclosed this week.
The ceremony took place in Tijuana, Mex.

*

Joe Weil, Universal’s advertising and exploitation chief, left last week for Hous-

k

ton.

Buck

*

Mr. and Mrs. Fritz Leiber are enjoying
a combined business and pleasure trip east,
where Leiber will discuss some play deals.

the

Golden

Gate

Sir Harry Lauder was a dinner guest of
George Burns and Grade Allen at their
Beverly Hills home last week.

Bound for New York on a talent arid
story hunt. Hal Horne, assistant to Walter
W anger, trained out early this iveek. He

Mrs. Val Lewton, wife of the Selznick
International editorial assistant, gave birth
to a boy this week. He has been named
Val jr.

attended

★

*

will also act as Wanger's proxy in the two
United Artists regional conference at New
York and Chicago.

Jones

Bridge opening ceremonies in San Francisco this week. On his return south he
was to make a tour of Central California
to select locations for forthcoming pictures.

A heart attack this week caused the
death of John B. Clymer, veteran screen
writer, at the age of 50. He had been
scripting for the movies for 20 years. A
widow survives.

for a

The Benny Bakers left last week
vacation in San Francisco.

Returning by train from New York this
week were David O. Selznick, Mrs. Selznick, Mrs. John Hay Whitney, William
Wellman, George Cukor, Robert Carson,
Ben Hecht and Barbara Keon.

LES SELANDER
MEG

*

NEW

WILL

ALONG'
'HOP new
series of

First of Harry Sherman’s
Hopalong Cassidy westerns

starring

Wil-

liam Boyd will be “Hopalong Rides Again,’’
which Les Selander has been signed to
direct.

*

The Clarence Mulford original was
scripted by Norman Houston. Production
starts June 1.

Metro has limited the entries in its ninth
annual golf tournament, set for June 20,
to 500 contestants. Harry Rapf is chairman of the tourney committee: E. J.
Mannix is handicapper and George Schneider will serve as starter and commentator.

Annapolis Location

★

RKO
Radio has sent its “Annapolis
Salute” company, headed by Jimmy Ellison, Marsha Hunt, Van Heflin and Harry

Officers and members of the board of
directors of the Society of Motion Picture Engineers locre guests of the officers
of the Academy Technicians Branch at
dinner at the Hollywood Plaza Hotel last
week. A late theatre party followed.

Carey, with Christy Cabanne directing, to
the naval academy for location work. Th
U. S. Naval authorities have given their
okay. Lee Marcus will produce. John
Twist scripted.

★

Irving Briskin, Columbia executive, is in
New York for a four-week vacation. He
was accompanied on his eastern trip by
Abe Montague and Abe Snyder, of the company sales force.

STORY

“Bringing up Baby,” an original by Hagar Wilde,
has been acquired by RKO
Radio. Dudley Nichols
will script and Howard
Hawks
has been assigned
to direct.

*

Madeleine Carroll and her husband. Captain Astley, are in Hollywood. They ivill
remain a month before going to Europe.
*

The Bing Crosby Jam Session at the
Pan-Pacific Auditorium this week netted
$3,000 to be given Joe Sullivan, Crosby’s
favorite accompanist, who is ill in the east.
Fourteen bands competed to the applause
of more than 5,000 who crowded the arena.
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BUYS

Condor has purchased “Murder on Sunset
vard.” an original by Harold Joyce.

Eleanor

Hunt, who has just completed
a series of six features for Grand National, signs a new long-term contract
with George Hirliman, president of
Condor Pictures, during a visit to New
York. Condor will divide its productions for distribution between RKO
Radio and Grand National for the
1937-38 season.

Boule-

“Having
Wonderful
Time,” current Broadway
play by Arthur Kober, has been purchased by
RKO
Radio. Pandro S. Berman
will produce, with
Jack Oakie set for one of the featured roles.
“Masterpiece.” an
has been purchased
“The
Gruber,

original
by 20th

Racket
Buster.”
has been acquired

by Paul Hervey
Century-Fox.

an original
by Republic.

“At
a

Old Siwash” has been purchased
mount from George Fitch. It will be
musical.

BOXOFFICE

:: May

by

Fox,

Frank

by Paramade
as

29, 1937.

RESEARCHERS PROBE
SOUND TRUCK REVISE
An investigation of suggested revisions
in sound track dimensions and placements
on flim in connection with the use of the

Metro Setting Up Its Own

push-pull method in recording and reproduction will be launched by an Academy

Cartoon-Making Division

'Research Council subcommittee.
E. H. Hansen, chairman of the Research Council’s sound recording committee, appointed Gerald Best, J. G. Frayne,
Wesley Miller, S. J. Twining and Wallace
Wolfe to the investigating group. First
meeting was to be held late last week at
Metro.

PARKER AND CAMPBELL
GET GOLDWYN TERMER
Dorothy Parker and Alan Campbell, husband-wife writing team, have been signed
to a long-term contract by Samuel Goldwyn. They have been assigned to script
“The Cowboy and the Lady,” from the
original story by Frank R. Adams and
Leo McCarey, for which the first treatment was done by Fredric Lonsdale under the title of “Kiss in the Sun.”
Campbell and Miss Parker were due in
this week to start work under their fiveyear Goldwyn agreement.

BROWN QUITS WARNER
AFTER CURRENT SERIES
Harry Joe Brown will leave the Warner
lot July 1, after a three-year association
as a producer, when his contract expires
on that date. He will complete his production chores on three films — “First Lady,”
starring Kay Francis; “It’s Love I’m After,” with Leslie Howard and Bette Davis,
and “The Perfect Specimen,” starring Errol Flynn and Joan Blondell — before departing.
Brown, who has produced 26 pictures for
the company, did not reveal his future
plans.

"
"Ebbtide
on handle
an will
HogHogan
the direction

James

on Paramount’s “Ebbtide,” replacing Henry Hathaway, originally slated to do the
picture. Starring Frances Farmer, the
film will get under way next week, at least
three weeks before Hathaway finishes his
current job on “Souls at Sea.”

Zeidman Picks Next
B. F. Zeldman’s next production for
Grand National will be “So This Is Hollywood,” replacing “They Call It Love” on
his schedule. This picture is slated to start
early in June. Carroll Graham wrote the
original story.

With Harmon-Ising, cartoon makers,
and Metro having some time ago agreed
to terminate their contract when the current quota of short animated comics had
been delivered, it was learned this week by

Third Dimensional
Cartooning
Cartoon production took its first
step forward since the inception of
color this week when Walt Disney announced the perfection of a new process whereby a third dimensional
effect can be projected on the screen.
The system is a result of experiments which have been conducted for
more than two years, and will be included in the first of the Disney product to be released through RKO
Radio under terms of the new distributing contract signed with that
company.
The three-dimensio7i process is
worked out by photographing the
backgrounds and figures through
three moving celluloid strips, each at
different dista7ices from the ca7nera
with the figures moving through a
sort of stage. The system differs
from other processes for three-dimensi07ial projection in that the use
of special glasses, slides or frames is
not required.

MONOGRAM HEADS TO
OUTLINE PRODUCTION
Monogram’s production program for the
1937-38 season as outlined by company
executives at the Chicago convention two
weeks ago will be discussed in detail by
W. Ray Johnston, Monogram president,
and Herschel Stuart, treasurer, when they
check in on the coast. They were expected to arrive late this week and will go
into huddles with Scott R. Dunlap, vicepresident in charge of production. The
pair will remain here for two weeks.

Adele Astaire Resumes
New

York — Cable

dispatches

on

Wed-

nesday from London reported that Adele
Astaire, in private life Lady Cavendish, is
coming back to show business, in a British picture. The dancer, who teamed with
her brother, Fred Astaire, before the latter
became a leading film star, will play in a
British film opposite Jack Buchanan, musical comedy star.

Asher Bags 2-Year Pact
Eph Asher, Universal producer, has been
given a new two-year contract with the
company. He continues an association begun in 1929.
YOST SCRIPTS "DON'T FORGET"
Dorothy Yost will script “Don’t Forget
to Remember” for RKO Radio. A1 Lewis
produces.
BOXOFnCE

May

L V. Willat Assigned
I. V. Willat will direct “The Luck of
Roaring Camp” for Monogram from the
screen adaptation of Bret Harte’s story by
Harvey Gates. Joseph Henry Steele will
produce, with shooting to start June 1.
No cast has been set.

Boxoffice

that Metro

will smash

all prece-

dent by establishing its own department
for the manufacture and release of the
subjects.
It will be the first time that any motion
picture company has taken cartoon-making into its own fold as an established division of production. Heretofore majors
have acted only as releasing agencies for
cartoons produced by independent makers
— such as Walt Disney, creating for RKO
Radio; Leon Schlesinger, for Warner; Max
Fleischer, for Paramount; Sam Mintz, for
Universal; and others.
Metro

Garnering

Personnel

Metro has already taken preliminary
steps toward the organization of the department by hiring a top-flight cartoon
director who has been with one of the
largest producers of these subjects, and is
garnering personnel to work under his
supervision.
The innovation is being watched carefully by independent cartoon producers
here, who are united in predicting that
the experiment will prove unsuccessful.
They point out that, with the exception of
Metro’s newly-formulated policy, all carto n-making isbeing carried on under the
present independent setup with success
because the craft is highly specialized,
necessitating technical knowledge of a distinctive nature over and above regular production technique. Independents are
frankly dubious as to whether this specialized technique will be given adequate opportunities under such a setup.
Harmon-Ising

Not

Tied

No reason was ever officially given for
Metro’s split with Harmon-Ising, and the
latter company has made no announcement
as to future plans or tieups with other
companies. Sixteen subjects are still to
be delivered to fulfill the agreement.

MET TENOR KULLMAN
SIGNS WITH GOLDWYN
Charles Kullman, Metropolitan and concert tenor, has been signed to a long-term
contract by Samuel Goldwyn, and goes
into “The Goldwyn Follies” as his first
assignment.
Kullman has appeared in two European
films, but this will be his first screen work
in the United States.
M-G-M

SIGNS

WILLIAM

THIELE

Metro has placed William Thiele on its
payroll as a director. His last chore was
“The
Jungle Princess” at Paramount some
time ago.

29, 1937.
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UA 1937-38 Film Budget
Will Exceed $26,000,000
United Artists producers will spend more
than $26,000,000 in the production of 20
American films and a quota of English
pictures during the 1937-38 season. This
budget, set when UA stockholders held
their annual board meeting here during
the past week, was announced by George
Schaefer,
ager.
Two

vice-president
Regional

and

Meets

general

man-

Planned

Schaefer’s statement declared that two
regional conventions, one in New York, the
other in Chicago, will be called early in
June to acquaint UA personnel with the
forthcoming product and policies.
The

production program has been divided among the UA member-producers as
follows:
Samuel Goldwyn — “Dead End,” from the
New York stage play, with Humphrey Bogart, Sylvia Sidney, Joel McCrea, 'Wendy
Barrie, Claire Trevor and Allen Jenkins,
under William Wyler’s direction: “Stella
Dallas,” with Barbara Stanwyck, John
Boles, Ann Shirley and Alan Hale, being
directed by King Vidor; “The Hurricane,”
by the authors of “Mutiny on the Bounty”
James Hall and Charles Nordhoff: “The
Adventures of Marco Polo,” with Gary
Cooper and Sigrid Gurie, to start production June 10: “The Goldwyn Follies,”
slated for July production in Technicolor,
and others.
Selznick International — “The Prisoner of
Zenda,” with Ronald Colman, Madeleine
Carroll. Douglas Fairbanks jr., Mary Astor,
C. Aubrey Smith, Raymond Massey and
David Niven: “Nothing Sacred,” with Carole Lombard and Fredric March, directed
by William Wellman, production to start
June 10: “The Adventures of Tom Sawyer,”
directed by H. C. Potter: “The Earl of
Chicago.” and “Of Great Riches.”
Walter Wanger — “The Vogues of 1938,”
in Technicolor, with Warner Baxter, Helen
Vinson, Joan Bennett and Mischa Auer,
directed by Irving Cummings: “Fifty-Second Street,” with Ian Hunter. Leo Carrillo,
Pat Patterson, Ella Logan, Sid Silvers, Zasu
Pitts, and

Kenny Baker, Harold Young directing: “Carelessly,” with Joan Bennett;
"Stand-In,” starring Leslie Howard, directed by Tay Garnett; and “Personal History,” with Madeleine Carroll. Wanger
has others on schedule not yet announced.
Charles Chaplin — One untitled production to be produced personally by him.
Alexander Korda — “Knight Without Armor,” with Marlene Dietrich and Robert
Donat; “Four Feathers,” starring Robert
Donat; “The Divorce of Lady X,” with
Merle Oberon; a second Merle Oberon picture in Technicolor, and others.
Close

British

Cooperation

Maximum protection will be given UA
producers abroad under terms of the sales
policy and acceptance of the new British
quota

law adopted
tors. A discussion
Korda led to the
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by the board of direcof foreign problems by
decision to prepare to

"ROAD BACK" TO GO
ON ROADSHOW BASIS
The trend toward roadshows
another boost this week when

was given
Universal,

after running off its “Road Back” to convention delegates here, decided to two-aday the Erich Maria Remarque sequel to
“All Quiet on the Western Front.”
Ccnventionites voted for the roadshow.
The films will be world-premiered at the
Globe Theatre in New York June 14, moving up the 2original release date set for
May 30 — Memorial Day.

CHURCH AUTHORITY
SIGNED AS ADVISOR
Edwin

Reamers,

considered

one

of the

world’s outstanding church authorities, has
been signed by Samuel Goldwyn to act as
religious technical

advisor

for “The

Hur-

Reamers has acted in a similar capacity
ricane.”
on “Mary of Scotland,” “Garden of Allah,”
“The Prince and the Pauper” and “The
Prisoner

of Zenda.”

SUTHERLAND TO MEG
NEXT WEST STARRER
Mae West’s next starrer for Major Pictures, “Frivolous Sal,” will be directed by
Edward Sutherland, Emanuel Cohen, Major
president, announced this week.
The picture, a musical comedy with a
Gay Nineties background, will be released
through Paramount. Jo Swerling is preparing the original story.

LUBIN DRAWS THREE
CARR ASSIGNMENTS
With

Universal having optioned his directing contract for three more pictures,
Arthur Lubin has been set by Trem Carr
to do the next two John Wayne films,
“Hell on Ice” and “Adventure’s End.” Carr
has also hired Norton Parker to script an
untitled western.
Lubin’s third directorial effort will be on
“A Welcome Imposter,” which Carr will
also produce.

SCHLESINGER UNIT
UPS LEON CLAMPETT
Leon Schlesinger has boosted Leon
Clampett, chief animator on the Looney
Tune

of Schlesinger’s expansion program, under
which he will make 36 cartoons for Warner during the next year.
The cartoon producer has set up a fourth
production unit in Beverly Hills.

Revise Tracy
n

Republic

and Johnson’s second comedy
for Republic, “Borrowed Trouble,”
directed by Jack Townley, with
Fields producing. The film rolls
weeks.

Shirley as "Sue"

Shirley Temple’s next at 20th CenturyFox after “Heidi” will be “Sunbonnet Sue,”
which Jerry Cady has been assigned to
.script. Harold Wilson will produce.

■

is doing

him

the English quota regulations, indicating a heavier production schedule by
to fulfill the obligations.

A plan of cooperation and exchange of
talent between UA producers here and
Korda in England has also been developed.
Attending the meeting were Dr. Giannini, Charles Chaplin, Mary Pickford,
Samuel Goldwyn, Douglas Fairbanks, David
Selznick, George Schaefer, Murray Silverstone and Korda.

some

added

/#

work

and

on its serial, “Dick Tracy,” released two months ago in preparation for
distribution as a feature. Added scenes
were made with Ralph Byrd, who has the
lead. Exhibition of the serial will continue.

Assign Dwight Taylor
Screenplay of “Man in Evening Clothes”
will be written for Emanuel Cohen’s Major Pictures by Dwight Taylor. He will
adapt from the play by Andre Picard and
Yves Mirande.

Will Treat Original
Adaptation of their original story, “The
Rock of Gibraltar,” will be handled for
20th Century-Fox by Hugh King and Daniel Moore. Kenneth Macgowan will produce.

Rutherford Termer
Metro has given Ann Rutherford a longterm acting pact. She has appeared in several Metro shorts, and will be given roles
in feature productions in the future.

ALFRED NEWMAN
WILL CLEF "ZENDA"
“The Prisoner of Zenda” will be scored
musically by Alfred Newman, orchestra
conductor and motion picture musical director, who was signed for the chore by
David O. Selznick last week.
BIDDELL

meet

//rn

cutting

Second Olsen-Iohnson
Olsen
feature
will be
Leonard
in three

and Merrie Melodie cartoons, to director of the Looney Tune series as a part

RESIGNS

FROM

GN

Sidney M. Biddell, Grand National story
editor, last week tendered his resignation
to take effect May 29. He is dickering for
an independent production setup, perhaps
under the GN banner.
WHALEN

AND

STUART

CAST

Twentieth Century-Fox has cast Michael
Whalen and Gloria Stuart in top roles in
“Rings

on

Her

Fingers.”
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New Era Productions Will
Face No Haijs Obstructions
No

SMALL

QUITS RKO
FOR ENGLISH

POST

and

Korda,

London

producer

for United Artists, and Maurice Silver stone, head of UA in England, shown
with Mrs. Silverstone on a recent trip
to New York for conferences with
United Artists owners and producers.

"WIND" DISTRIBUTION
A HOLLYWOOD TOPIC
Hollywood’s finger-on-the-pulse brigade
had plenty to ponder over this week when
Selznick International’s announcement of
a quartette of productions to be made for
release through United Artists failed to
include “Gone With the Wind,” the muchtalked-of, many-times-cast novel by Margaret Mitchell to which David O. Selznick
obtained screen rights. Omission of the
film from the SI schedule for UA has given
rise to a new crop of conjectures as to the
possibility that Selznick may be looking
for another release channel for the film,
as his distribution contract with UA terminates with the delivery of four more
pictures.

turned down a new three-year contract as a producer. He leaves June 12
and will remain abroad for at least six
months.
Small

has

a

tentative

deal

to produce

“Clementina” in England with Robert
Donat as star. His departure leaves the
production of “Gunga Din,” on which
nearly $300,000 has been spent so far under
his supervision, temporarily up in the air,
although RKO
Radio officials indicated
they would hand the production reins to
someone else. The Rudyard Kipling story
has been scripted by Ben Hecht and
Charles MacArthur. Howard Hawks was
signed to direct.
Small refused to comment on the possibility that he may realign with RKO Radio
upon his return from England.

Playwrights Name
John Lee Mahin
Combining

the election

of officers with

However, although Selznick has had offers for release for “Gone With the Wind”
through other companies, it is understood

furtherance of plans to smooth out operating conditions under terms of their contract with the producers, members of the
Screen Playwrights, Inc., met last week at
the Hollywood Roosevelt Hotel and named

that

John Lee
zation.

Leans

Toward

UA

he leans strongly toward a continuation of his UA deal. The picture will
probably not go into production until early
next year, however.
The four to be made include “Nothing
Sacred,” co-starring Carole Lombard and
Predric March, in Technicolor, starting
June 1 with William Wellman directing
from

Ben Hecht’s original; “The Adventures of Tom Sawyer,” which H. C. Potter
will direct — still minus a title character.

“Of Great Riches,” a novel by Rose Pranken, and “The Earl of Chicago,” from a
story by Brock Williams.
Ginsberg

Elected

Vice-President

Coincidental with the product announcement came word that Henry Ginsberg,
general studio manager, had been elected
a

vice-president of the company, assuming all business duties heretofore handled
by Selznick.

Mahin

president

MANNING

ON

of the organi-

Grover Jones, retiring president, was
chosen, with Howard Emmett Rogers and
Waldemar Young, to force a committee for
the purpose of negotiations with producers
as to certain conditions of the producerplaywright agreement signed some months
ago.
Besides Mahin, William Conselman was
selected as first vice-president; Bess Meredyth, second vice-president; Bert Kalmar,
secretary, and Walter DeLeon, treasurer.
An

amendment to the by-laws was approved which provides that any writermember who becomes a screen director is
given the rank of associate member until
he resumes writing.
Date of the initial conference with the
producer committee was not set. Darryl
Zanuck, Adolph Zukor and Ben Kahane
represent the producers.

MAX

"SWORD”

“Mightier Than the Sword” will be
scripted by Ruth Manning for Universal
from

the original by William
mund Grainger will produce.
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Ed-

MILLER

SCRIPT

by the

office in regard to New Era Productions’ announced plan to go into production this fall on “The Mad Dog of Europe,”
reviving plans for the picture’s making
which were first formulated in 1933.
Spokesmen

for the Producers

Association

told Boxoffice this week that “no notice
is taken of this type of picture unless the
producer comes to us and applies for an
official seal of approval.”
What response would be elicited from
the Hays office should A1 Rosen, guiding
light of New Era, make such application
remains a matter of conjecture on which
the organization’s
comment.
Refutes
This

spokesmen

Charge

would

not

of Interference

official statement

of non-interfer-

ence was in direct refutation to Rosen’s
earlier declarations that obstacles placed
in the path of production during the last
three years had been — at least partially —
engineered by the Hays office. At one
time Rosen filed suit against Will H. Hays
and the Producers Association for alleged
interference and conspiracy.
Following the announcement last week
by Rosen and his associates that they
would begin shooting on the picture some
time in the fall, no new developments in
New Era’s production plans, have been
forthcoming. Rosen has yet to rent stage
and studio space, and his technical staff
and picture cast remain unchosen.
Based on Newsreel Shots
The

picture will be built around a backbone of almost 4,000 feet of newsreel shots

taken

in Germany during political troubles, depicting street riots and activities
in concentration camps and elsewhere,
brought into this country successfully only
after a writ of mandate had been filed
against the New York
confiscated the reels.

port collector

who

Against this nucleus Herman Mankiewicz, Sam Jaffe and Linn Root, scenarists,
have prepared a shooting script which will
be used in the production of the film.
Rosen Financing Co. Through Stock
Research work for the film was begun
in 1934 by Rosen, who traveled to Europe
at that time and purchased the newsreel
material. The ensuing three years, he declares, have been spent chiefly in battling
scores

of influential

persons

in the indus-

try who opposed the picture’s production
on the grounds that German and other
foreign markets would be jeopardized due
to the nature and treatment of the material contained therein. Unable to obtain
backing from these individuals, Rosen
thereupon organized New Era at a $240,000
capitalization and is currently obtaining
finances
issue.

RUTH

will be taken

Hays

Heeding the lure of an independent
English production venture, Edward Small
this week called it quits with RKO Radio
Alexander

official action

through

the

company’s

stock

CHORE

Max Miller will script “Ruler of the
Seas,” the story based on the history of
the Cunard-White Star steamship lines,
for Paramount.

BILLY

GORDON

LEAVES

LOEW

David Loew’s casting director, Billy
Gordon, has resigned. Lawrence Traver
77
fills in the vacated spot.

^l^lctutQ5

SJn “TltQ
E.

Stone, Addison Richards, Gordon Oliver, William Hojjper. Producer: Bryan Fuy. Director:
William McGann.

PREPARING
liUOADWAY
f’O-KI)
(M-G-M)— with
Frances
Langford. Buddy Ebsen, Judy Garland. Kay Bolger. Producer: Harry
Kapf.
Original: Hugo
Butler.
DAIGHTEK
OF
UOSIK
0’(iUAI)Y (Univ)— with
Pat Rooney sr., Pat Rooney jr., Henry Tiinberg
sr.. Henry
Timberg
jr. l^roducer: Edmund
Grainger.
(iOOl) NIGHT
LADIES
(Para) — with Lynne Overmann, Eleanore Whitney. Johnny Downs. Benny
Baker. Terry Walker.
Producer: William LeBaron. Director: George Archainbaud.
Screenplay: Lillie Hayward, Ed Welch.
llEli Jl’NGLK
T.OVE
(Para) — with Dorothy Lamour, Ray Milland. Producer: George Arthur.
Screenplay: Gerald Geraghty.
HOPALONG
RIDES
AGAIN
(Para)— with William
Boyd, George Hayes.
Producer:
Harry
Sherman. Director: Les Selander. Original: Clarence E. Mulford. Screenplay: Norman
Houston.
ILLUSIONLST
(UA) — with Charles Boyer.
Producer: Walter Wanger.
Original: Sascha Guitry.
LOVE
ON TOAST
(Para) — Producer: B. P. Schulberg. Screenplay: Jane Storm, Richard Connell.
ONE
IF DY
LAND
(Rep) — with Phil iiegan.
Original: Winston Miller.
PROFESSOR
DEWARE
(Para)— with
Harold
Lloyd.
Producer:
Harold
Lloyd.
Original:
Francis and Marion Cockrell. Screenplay: Jack
Cunningham.
PI RPLE
IS AS
PURPLE
DOES
(Para)— with
Grant Richards. Producer: Emanuel
Cohen.
ROC'K OF
gowan.
Moore.
RULER
Miller.

GIBRALTAR
(20th-Fox) — Kenneth MacOriginal Screenplay: Hugh King. Daniel
OF

THE

SEAS

(Para) — Screenplay:

ANYTHING
FOR
A
THRILL
(Condor)— with
Frankie Darro, Kane Richmond, June Jolmson,
Bob Cortman, Charles Dorety, Ben liall, Cliarles
MacAvoy. Arthur Van Slyke, Ed Hearn, Elmer
Jerome. Johnston White, Ann Evers. Producer:
U’l>onnell.
Maurice Conn. Screenplay: Juan Mertz, Joseph
ARTISTS
AND
MODELS
(Para) — with Jack Benny,
Martha Raye, Gail Patrick, Ida Lupino, Itichard
Alien, Ben Blue, Jerry Bergen. Cecil Cunningham, Blanca Vischer, Donald Meek, Nick Lukats, Elsa Connor, Virginia Brissac, Pat Moran,
Jane Weir, Hedda
Hopper, David Newell, Ethel
Clayton, Peter Arno, John
LaGatta, Russell
Patterson, McClelland Barclay, Arthur William
Brown, Rube
Goldberg. Sandra Storm, Connie
Boswell, Louis Armstrong,
Yacht
Club
Boys,
Kathryn
Kay,
Jack
Doley.
Producer: Lewis
Gensler. Director: Raoul Walsh.
I50RN
RECKLESS
(20th-Fox) — with Barton MacLane. Rochelle Hudson, Brian Donlevy, Chick
Chandler, William Pawley, Robert Kent, Pauline
Moore, Phyllis Brooks, Harry Carey, Eddie Dunn,
Billy Wayne.
Producer: Milton Field. Director:
Malcolm St. Clair. Original: Jack Andrews.
('ASSIDY OF DAR
20 (Para)— with William Boyd.
George Hayes, Russell Hayden. Producer: Harry
Slierman. Original: Clarence E. Mulford. Screenpla.y: Norman
Houston.
DAN (iER— LOVE
AT
WORK
(20th-Fox)— with
Simone Simon, Jack Haley, J. Edward
Bromberg,
John Carradine, Margaret Seddon, Margaret McWade,
Mary
Boland, Edward
Everett Horton.
Producer: Harold Wilson. Director: Dr. Otto
Ludwig
Gram.

WITNESS
TO
.MURDER
(M-Ci-M)— with
Voung.

P.obert
, ,

STARTING
DEERSLAYEK
(Standard) — with
Judith
Allen,
Monte
Blue. Fuz2y Knight. Proilucer: B. W.
Richards. Original: James Fenimore Cooper.
EBB
TIDE
(Para) — with Frances Farmer, Oscar
Homolka,
Lloyd Nolan. Barry Fitzgerald. Producer: Lucien Hubbard. iJirector: James Hogan.
Original: Robert Louis Stevenson. Lloyd Osbourne.
FACE
THE
FACTS
(GN) — with Stuart Erwin.
Producer: Zion Meyer. Director: Ale.xis ThurnTaxis. Original: Clarence Budington Kelland.
Screenplay: Betty Laidlaw, Robert Lively.
FKillTING
TEXAN
(Conn) — with Kermit
Maynard. Producer: Maurice Conn. Original: James
Oliver Curwood.
5:2NJ>

S'l'REET (UA) — with Kenny Baker, Pat Paterson. Ian Hunter, Ella Logan, Jack White, Leo
Carrillo, Sid Silvers, Marla Shelton. Producer:
Walter Wanger.
Director: Harold Young. Original Screenplay: Grover Jones.
LUCK
OF
ROARING
CAMP
(Mono) — Producer:
Joseph Henry Steele. Original: Bret Harte.
ON
SUCH
A NIGHT
(Para) — with Karen Morley,
Alan Mowbray, Roscoe Karns, Eduardo Ciannelli.
Mini Monti. Producer: Emanuel
Cohen.
Director: E. A. L)upont. Original: Morley Cassidy,
S. S. Fields, John D. Klorer. Screenplay: Doris
Malloy, W’^alter Lipman.
THAT’S
MY
S'l'ORY (Univ) — with Ralph Morgan,
Claudia Morgan, William Lundigan, Jack Smart,
Hobart Cavanaugh.
Producer: Robert Presnell.
Director: Sid Salkow. Original: Scott Darling,
Barry Trivers.
SHE

DIDN’T
W.\NT
A SHEIK
(Rep) — with Ramon Novarro. Producer: Herman
Schlom. Director: Irving Pichel. Original: Adele Buffington. Screenplay: Adele Buffington.

WELL
ALCATRAZ
Sheridan,

ALONG

ISLAND
(WB) — with John Litel, Ann
Dick Purcell, Mary
Maguire, George

James

Edward

William Henry, Walter Kingsford, Gilbert Emory, John Gallaudet, George Barton, Charles
Irwin,
Reed.

SO

THIS
IS MY
WIFE
(M-G-M) — -Producer: Michael
Fessier
Original: Matt
Taylor.
Screenplay:
James Edward
Grant.

Original:

DOUBLE
OR NOTHING
(RKO) — with Bing Crosby, Martha Raye, Mary Carlisle, Benny Baker,
Harry
Barris, Samuel
Hinds, Alphonse Berg,
Ikaf Hytten, Calgary Brothers, X Carrol Naish,
William
Frawley, Andy
Devine, Fay
Holden,

Max

THIS IS HOLLYWOOD
(GN)— Producer : B. F.
Zeidman. Original: Carroll Graham
STANLEY
AND
LIMNGSTONE
( 20th-Fox)— with
Osa Johnson

Preminger.

Arthur Houseman,
Jack Pennick. Producer: Benjamin Glazer. Director: J. Theodore

FLASHING
SK.VTES
(Col) —
with Charles Quigley, Rita Haywortli, Ward
Bond, J. Farrell MacDonald, Max Hoffman
jr., John Gallaudet, Dick
Wessel, I.<ee Prather. Producer: Harry Ij. Decker. Director: D. Ross Lederman.
Original: J.
Berton Cheney. Screenplay: Fred Niblo jr,, Grace
Neville.
FIRST
La\DY
(WB) — with Kay Francis, Preston
P'oster, Victor Jory, Marjorie Rambeau,
Walter
Connolly, Victor Jory, Veree Teasdale, Louis Fazenda, Anita Louise, Lucille Gleason, Marjorie
Gateson, Harry Davenport. Lillian Harmer, Grant
Mitchell.
Director: Stanley Logan.
Original:
George
S.
Kaufman.
Screenplay:
Rowland
Leigh.
GENERAL
HOSFIT.VL
(M-G-M)— with Franchot
Tune, Virginia Brucet, Janet Beecher, G. Pat
Collins, Edward
Norris, Maureen
O’Sullivan,
Charles Grapewin.
Producer: J. J. Cohn.
Director: George Seitz. Original: Erich von Stroheim. Screenplay: Carey
Wilson, Katherine
Turney.
HOOSIER
SUHOOLliOY
(Mono)— with
Mickey
Rooney, Frank
Shields, Ann
Nagel, Edward
Pawley, Bill Gould. Bradley Metcalfe. Doris
Rankin.
Producer: Ken
Goldsmith.
Director:
William
Nigh.
Original: Edward
Eggleston.
Screenplay: Robert Lee Johnson.
HOUSE
IN THE
<H)UNTRY
(RKO)— with Fred
Stone, Marjorie Lord, Edward
Bonus, Charles
Withers, William Corson. Producer: Cliff Reid.
Director: Richard
Rosson.
Original: Melvin
Levy.
HI

Aiakln^^
John
Hamilton, Ed
Deering, Harlan
Briggs,
Harry
Burns, June Clayworth. Jack
Norton,
Harry Burns. Producer: Sam Zimbalist. Director: Edwin L. Marin. Original: Harry Ruskin.
ion MEN
AND
A GIRL
(Univ) — with Deanna Durbin, Leopold Stokowski, Fredrick Murray, Lee
Prather. Edith Penn, Mischa Auer, Jack Mulhall,
Harry Allan, Clyde Cook. Producer: Joseph Pasternak. I)irector: Henry Koster. Original: Hans
Kraly. Screenplay: F. Hugh Herbert.
PARADISE
ISLE
(Mono) — with
Warren
Hull,
Movita, George Pilz. Producer: Dorothy Reid.
Director: Arthur Greville Collins. Original: Allan Vaughn Elston.
PEKFKC^T
SPECIMEN
(WB)— with Errol Flynn,
Joan
Blondell, Marie Wilson. Hugh
Herbert,
May
Hobson, Tim
Henning, Granville Bates,
Edward
Everett Horton, Donald
Meek, Dick
Foran,

Beverly Roberts, Joe Cunningham.
Director: Michael Curtiz. Original: Samuel Hopkins Adams. Screeni)lay: Lawrence Reilly.
RAW
TIMBER
(Crescent) — with Tom Keene, Peggy
Keys, Robert Fiske, Lee Phelps, John Rutherville.
ford. Producer: E. B. Derr. Director: Ray Taylor. Screenplay: Bennett Cohen, John T. NeREPORTED
MISSING
(Univ) — with Robert Wilcox, Jean Rogers, William Gargan, Henry Hunter, Hobart Cavanaugh, Billy Bupp, Grace Goodall, William
Royles, Dora
Clement,
Ernie
Adams, Jack Watson, Robert Spencer, William
Wayne.
Producer: E. M. Asher. Director: Milton Carruth.
RHYTHM
IN THE
CLOUDS
(Rep) — with Patricia
ElHs, Warren
Hull, David
Carlyle, Richard
Carle, Zeffie Tilbury, Betty Bronson, Ranny
Weeks, Richard Beach, Charles Judels. Suzanne
Kaaren, Esther Howard, Rolfe Sedan. Producer:
A1 Levoy. Director: John Auer.
TAKE
THE
HEIR
(RKO) — with Guy Kibbee, Cora
Witherspoon, Gordon
Jones, Barbara
Pepper,
Paul Guilfoyle, Richard Lane, Frank M. Thomas,
Maxine
Jennings, Richard Alexander, Herbert
Clifton, Kunj Taka Hashi, Dorothy Moore, Dudley Clements, William Carson. Producer: Maury
Cohen.
Director: Ed
Killy. Original: Thomas
Ahern,
Lawrence
Pohle.
Screenplay: Arthur
Herman.
THIS
WAY
PLEASE
(Para) — with Betty Grable,
Buddy
Rogers, Fibber McGee
and Molly, Mary
Livingstone, Ned Sparks, Wally Vernon, Romo
Vincent, Jerry Bergen. Producer: Melville A.
Shauer. Director: Robert Florey. Original: Bill
Thomas, Max Shane.
VARSI'UY
SHOW
(WB)— with Dick Powell, Frank
ley.
McHugh,
Fred Waring and his Pennsylvanians,
Ted Healy, Sarah Edwards, Earl Dwlre, Walter
Young, Walter Catlett. Director: William KeighWEDDING

DRESS
(M-G-M)— with Robert Montgomery, Rosalind Russell. Robert Benchley. Producer; Henry Rapf. Director: George Fltzmaurice. Original: Helen Grace Carlisle. Screenplay:
Marion Parsonnet.

WILD

AND
W'OOLLY
(20th-Fox)— with Jane Withers, Walter Brennan,
Jackie Searl, Douglas
Scott, Alfalfa. Berton Churchill, Pauline Moore,
Sid Saylor, Robert Wilcox, Douglas Fowley, Lon
Chaney jr., Frank Melton. Producer: John Stone.
Director: Alfred Werker.
Screenplay: Lynn
Root, Frank Fenton.

WINDJAMMER
(RKO)
— withHall,
George
Constance Worth,
William
Paul O’Brien,
Renay,
Jim Blane, Hymie Marks, Brandon Evans, Gavin
Gordon, Lai Chand Mehra, Ben Hendricks, Harry
Harvey, Alberto Baffert, Jerry Frank. Producer:
George A. Hirlirnan. Director: Ewing
Scott.
C>riginal: Ewing Scott. Screenplay: Dan Jarrett,
James Gruen.

RRICANE
(UA) — with John Hall, Dorothy Lamour,
Mary
Astor, John
Carradine, Spencer
(Charters, Raymond
Massey, Barbara O’Neil, Jerome Cowan. Movita Castenada, Mamo
Clark,
Reri, A1 Kikume,
Y'ola D’Avril, Flora Hayes.
Producer: Samuel Goldwyn. Director: John Ford.
Original: James Norman
Hall, Charles Nordhoff.

IT’S

LOVE
FM
AFTER
(WB)—
ard. Bette Davis, Olivia de
Knowles,
Bonita
Granville,
Mary Treen, Grant Mitchell,
Blore. Producer: Harry Joe

with Leslie HowHavilland, Patric
Spring Byington,
E. E. Clive, Eric
Brown.
Director:

Archie Mayo. Original : Maurice Hanline. Screenplay: Casey Robinson.
LET’S TALK
OF l.OVE (Para)— with Ann Dvorak.
John
Trent, Harry
Beresford, Torben
Meyer,
Arthur Hoyt, Paul Hurst, Aileen Pringle. Arthur White. Guinn Williams. Producer: B. P.
Schulberg. Director: Charles Vidor. Original:
James
Edward
Grant. Screenplay: Frank Partos, George Bruce.
LIFE
OF THE
PARTY
(RKO) — with Gene Raymond, Harriet Hilliard, Joe
Penner, Victor
Moore, Helen
Broderick, Eric Blore, Thelma
Leed.s, Erik Rhodes, Parkyakarkus.
Producer:
Edward
Kaufman.
Director: William
Seiter.
Original: Joseph Santley.
MAKE
A WISH
(RKO)— with Bobby Breen. Basil
Rathbone. Henry Armetta. Lucy Ann
McLean,
Mary Etta Freese, Michael Breen. Ralph Forbes,
Leon Errol. Leonid Kinsky, Marion Claire, Rex
and

Barry
Downing.
St. Luke’s
ducer: Sol Lesser.
Director:
Kurt Choristers.
Neumann.

Pro-

M A R R I ED
BEFORE
BREAKFAST
(M-G-M ) —
with Robert Young, Florence Rice, Tom
Kennedy, Warren Hymer, George Taylor, Jack Norton, Irene Franklin. Barnett Parker. Helen Flint,
Douglas
Wood,
Paul
Stanton, Pierre Watkin,

COMPLETED
BLACK
ACES
(Univ) — with
Buck
Jones, Kay
Linaker, Fred Mackaye, Robert Frazer, Arthur
Van Slyke. Producer: Buck Jones. Director: Les
Selander. Original: Stephen Payne. Screenplay:
Frances Guihan.
BROADWAY
MELODY
OF
1937 (M-G-M)— with
Eleanor Powell, Robert Taylor, Binnie Barnes,
Raymond
Walburn,
George
Murphy,
Sophie
Tucker, Buddy Ebsen, Robert Wildhack, Joseph
Crehan, Charles Gorin, Judy Garland, George
Clayton,
Silvers,
Gowan.

Larry Adler.
Producer:
Jack Cummings. Director: Roy Del Ruth. Original: Sid
Jack McGowan.
Screenplay: Jack Mc-

CALIFORNIAN
(20th -Fox) — with Ricardo Cortez,
Katherine de Mille, Marjorie Weaver, Fred Kohler, Pierre Watkin, Helen Holmes, George Regas. Gene Reynolds, James
Finlayson. Steve
Clemento,
Morgan
Wallace,
Maurice
Black,
Nigel

DeBrulier, Monte Montague, Morgan Wallace. Producer: Sol Lesser. Director: Gus Meins.

Original: Harold Bell Wright.
bert Wright, Gordon Newell.

Screenplay:

Gil-

MR. DODD
TAKES
THE
AIR (WB) — with Kenny
Baker, Eleanore Whitney, John Eldredge, John
Graham
Spacey. Paul Regan. Producer: Mervyn
LeRoy.
Director: Alfred E. Green. Original:
Clarence Budington Kelland.

INVESTIGATION ENDS FOR PERIOD
Protest Letters to
Paramount Heads
Los Angeles — Following through on the
resolution of last week, in which the alleged
failure of Paramount to deliver ten of the
top bracket pictures on the 1936-37 contracts was condemned, the Independent
Theatre Owners of Southern California
this week instructed its officers to draft a
direct letter of protest to Paramount executives demanding a rectification of the
company’s alleged plans for carrying the
pictures onto the 1937-38 contracts in the
same price class.
Charge

Undermining

Faith

The letter, signed by Jack Y. Berman,
ITO president, alleged that Paramount was
guilty of undermining the faith of all exhibitors in being allowed to sell pictures on
the strength of certain expensive and
highly lavish productions, then removing
the productions and placing them on the
contracts for the following year, to be used
again as bait in securing increased film
rentals.
Copies of the letter were sent to Adolph
Zukor and Neil Agnew, Paramount executives, and to all Paramount contract holders in this territory
Policy of the ITO in this matter was
decided at the first of the group’s studio
luncheon meetings, Monday, May 24, at
Universal City. Representatives from 100
independent theatres, as well as many
prominent distributors attended the meeting at which Charles R. Rogers, Universal
prexy, was a guest speaker.
ITO

Directors’

Meet

Semi-Monthly

In addition to the Paramount matter,
Berman announced a new plan for future
meetings. Effective June 7, meetings of
the board of directors will be held twice
monthly, with the membership attending
in an advisory capacity. The regular membership meetings will continue to be held
every month.
Exhibitor complaints against the current
clearance and zoning set-up and the results of Sacramento legislation have been
docketed for future attention.

300 Theatre Employes
Unionize
Seattle — The

American

Federation

of Labor gained more than 300 new
members in Seattle when the lATSE
organized theatre ushers, doormen
and cashiers. This was announced
by Basil Gray, business agent for
the stage employes union. Frank P.
Hood was elected president of the
new group which is now awaiting its
charter.

FTP and Theatre
Council May Ally
Los Angeles — J. Howard Miller, regional
director of the Federal Theatre Project, is
in New York this week attending sessions
of the American Theatre Council, for the
purpose, it is reported, of effecting a possible alliance between that group and the
FTP.
Composed of executives of Actors
Equity, The Dramatist’s Guild and the
League of the New York Theatre, the
American Theatre Council represents the
most important non-subsidized legitimate
theatre interests in the country. Chief
among
topics and
to beFinancial
discussed Aid
is “The
NationaltheTheatre
from
the Government.”
FTP

Largest

Production

Unit

The Federal Theatre Project is at present the largest production organization in
the United States and although there has
been no official recommendation for the
two groups to organize. Project spokesmen
are of the opinion that possibilities of such
a move are strong, particularly since the
passage, last year, of the National Theatre
Act, which authorizes formation of a national stage group.
Prior to his departure for New York.
Miller announced that a new 250-seat
theatre would be built here, soon, at a
location to be revealed later. It was also
announced that the project’s Musart Theatre, heretofore used for general productions, would in the future be limited to
productions written and acted entirely by
colored persons.

Schienberg Retires

Film Club Dance Success

Los Angeles — Nate Schienberg, veteran
Southern California showman, has retired
from active exhibition with the sale last
week of his Canoga Park Theatre to Dave
Cantor. Schienberg recently turned over
the operation of his Van Nuys Theatre to
Fox West Coast, with whom he had been
an operating partner. Cantor also rims
the Park Theatre, Highland Park, which
he built a little more than a year ago.

Los Angeles — Although complete ticket
returns have not come in, early indications are that the most recent Film Exchange Club dance, held Saturday, May 22,
at the Elk’s Club, was a financial as well
as a social success. Actual attendance figures show that 370 couples were present,
but it is believed that inasmuch as the
affair was a benefit, ticket sales will far
exceed this number.
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Probe Conducted Secretly
for Six Weeks in
Los Angeles
Los Angeles — The first act curtain has
just been rung down on what was very
probably the most secret of all the secret
investigations ever launched in this town.
Albert J. Law, special assistant to Homer
S. Cummings, U. S. district attorney, has
returned to Washington, D. C., bringing to
a temporary close his six-week investigation into possible violations of the Sherman anti-trust act by local distributors and
circuit heads.
ITO Members Miss Law
Summoned at the complaint of Major
Frank S. Hutton, attorney for the Independent Theatre Owners of Southern California, Law cloaked his every move with
such secrecy that officials of the ITO were
unaware that he was in town until several
weeks after his survey was started and
him.
many have yet neither seen nor talked to

Various confabulations, particularly as
they apply to his interviews with complaining exhibitors, have been heard by Filmrow’s finger-in-the-wind boys. Several are
reported to have let slip that they have
testified, others have admitted that they
were summoned, and rumors of oaths of
secrecy and silence have been plentiful.
Expect

to Resume

Probe

It is believed, however, that Law’s case
is far from complete and that he will return shortly, after conferences with his
superiors, to reopen the probe.
In the meantime, no longer fearful of
the long arm, nor the silencing oath of the
law, exhibitors are trying to get out of the
habit of whispering behind their hands
every time they go in to book a Mickey
Mouse.

KLINE AND ZAMSKI
BUY FILM RIGHTS
Los

Angeles — Announcement

has

been

made by Sam Kline and Jack Zamski of
Preferred Pictures that they have purchased the distribution rights to 103 pictures formerly released by Republic, in addition to 24 features which will be released as first runs in northern and southern California, Oregon, Washington, Arizona and the Hawaiian Islands. The latter group will include 12 outdoor musicals
produced by C. C. Burr and 12 in the
“Special Agent K-7” series.
Kline and Zamski have also secured the
western district offices for Franco-American Pictures and will distribute the entire
Franco output of American titled French
films, starring such well known players
as Simone Simon and Charles Boyer.
PARI-MUTUEL

BILL NIXED

Sacramento — After passage

by the Cali-

fornia state senate, the bill to legalize parimutuel betting on the dog races was voted
down by the state assembly here this week.
79
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Record Frisco Crowds

J. BARNICOURT, district superintendent of the Los Angeles area of which
Denver is now a part, is here looking after
Erpi matters.

112,000 persons from

Sam Brooks is installing Mirrophonic
sound in his Liberty Theatre at Hailey,
Idaho.

and the bay area saw “Lost Horizon"
during its W-week run at the Geary
Theatre here, Ralph Pincus revealed
this week.

San Francisco — Palatial headquarters

Casey Edinger of the Zaza Theatre, Denver, is on an extended vacation.

on page

Manager Richards of Rivoli conferring
with architects for further beautifying his
New Rivoli.
Toma Shearer, manager B. F. Shearer,
securing his share of Oregon equipment
busmess.

for

Danny Matin of Grand National back
from L. A. and taking out a weekend on
Oregon golf links.

Persistent Filmrow talk is that the possible structure would be located at the
corners of Leavenworth street and Golden

car — and

Weskil Reports Progress

row.
Gate Ave., in the heart of the city’s Film-

it’s about time say theatre men and exchange men. That old jallopie he’s been
driving was about ready to fall apart. No
wisecracks — the car is new to Rose, anyway.

Spokane — ^F. C. Weskill,

Not only offices for theatres, but numerous other features are reported to be part
of the ambitious plans, including a swiming pool for the use of building tenants,
and projection rooms available without
charge.

for United

82-C)

covering both

Oscar Oldknow, western division manager for National Theatre Supply, from
L. A., renewing old acquaintances and also
making new ones.

virtually all San Francisco and northern
California theatre firms and chains is rumored to be planned for the near future
in erection of a new office structure.

Mrs. Gertrude Robeson, owner of the
Mines Theatre at Idaho Springs, Colo., is
reported seriously ill.

• Continued

Walter Wessling of GB
Oregon and Washington.

New Frisco Building
for Theatre Firms

The Eaton at Eaton, Colo., and the Loop
at Georgetown, Colo., have been reopened.

Pish, division manager

Vete Stewart of Warner-First National
back from the conventions, with 1938
ideas, on superior product.

Columbia spectacle is understood to have marked a virtual high
for attendance and take on film
roadshows in this territory.

The Plaza went back to its ten and
15-cent price, following a week of first-run
independents at 25-cent top. The Palace
is the only house in Denver charging a
straight dime all day, other dime houses
gettmg 15 cents at night, having raised
their prices recently.

Ben

San Francisco

The

The Rialto at Pueblo, a Westland house,
is being closed for the installation of a
washed air system.

At last Jack Rose has a new

piLM executives and exhibitors alike are
taking on new life with the advent of
real warm weather. Competition also is
very much on the horizon with the horse
races at the new Columbia Downs, night
baseball, and the dog races at the stadium.

See "Lost Horizon"
San Francisco —
Approximately

pioneer

theatre

manager and head of a chain at Sandpoint, Idaho and Colfax, reports that real
progress is being made on his Spokane
house. Henry Bertelson, Spokane architect, will supervise construction of the
$125,000 theatre.

NATIONAL SERVICE
Always on
operation.

the job — 24 hours

of any

day — to keep

Thousands of dollars' worth of service equipment
at no cost in cases of emergency.

your

available

theatre

GENUINE

in

to exhibitors

PARTS

3 Skilfully trained repair and service men in every branch, always ready
for quick and
repair parts.

reliable repairing

of all equipment — using only GENUINE

4 Ample stocks of merchandise — equipment, parts and supplies always
on hand

and

ready

exhibitor in the economical

and

dependable

solution of every

equipment

problem.

ELSE CAN

YOU

FIND SUCH

SERVICE?

DENVER
SALT LAKE CITY
SEATTLE
2106 Broadway
2400 First Avenue
248 E. First South Street
Wasatch 5959
Main 4910
Keystone 1621
LOS ANGELES
SAN FRANCISCO
121 Golden Gate Avenue
1961 S. Vermont Avenue
Market 4171
Republic 4193

projector repairs

are now available to exhibitors at a discount of

36%

for quick delivery.

5 The personnel of each office as well as the factories whose merchandise we sell are highly trained specialists who stand ready to aid any

WHERE

for RELIABLE

off factory list prices.

Now

you can no longer afford to
run the risk of using FAKE
PARTS. Demand the GENUINE or send your repair work
to us.

UlTinUMI
THEATRE

SUPPLY

COMPANY

EVERY
STORE
A
LOCAL
IMSTITOTION
NATIONAL
REPUTATION
TOR
RELIABLE
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To All Theatre Owners
QRS NEON CORPORATION Ltd
In response to an ever increasing demand from the trade
are very happy to announce the establishment of a Theatrical Division office to care particularly for the needs of exhibitors— located in the heart of the theatre trade.

Golden Gate Bldg.

25 Taylor St.
SUITE

728

The most experienced artists for theatrical work in the Neon Sign industry
are on the staff of the QRS Neon Corporation Ltd. The services of these
artists plus the combined

facilities of

this organization are now at the disposal of all theatre owners.
QRS

strives continually

assignment

to create

original effects for every
installation already
ritory is distinct and

made

every

job.
in your

and
Each
ter-

utterly different.

Particularly does QRS
effects. For example

with

individual

study lighting

the lighting effects

in the pylons of the New Haight Theatre were created for the first time in the
history of the Neon

Sign industry. This

is a portion of interior theatre lighting
that is maintained
of the show
and

during the running

and gives a very even, soft

pleasant

effect, creating

that at-

mosphere of restful luxury to the theatre patron.
When you are next in our vicinity
drop into our new office in the Golden
Gate Bldg. We will be very happy to
show how YOUR theatre con be modernized and individualized with an
effect that will reflect itself in increased
box office receipts.
GOT,DEN

STATE

DIMOND,

OTHER RECENT
INSTALLATIONS

OAKEAND

RKO

new haight theatre,
NOE THEATRE, San Francisco

WRITE OR WIRE COLLECT — OUR
SPECIAL REPRESENTATIVE WILL
CALL PROMPTLY.

GOLDEN

PALMER THEATRE, San Francisco
OAKDALE THEATRE, Oakdale
MENLO THEATRE, Menlo Park

E. C. MITCHELL
Vice-President
Manager, Theatrical Division

GATE,

SAN

EKANCISGO

LYRIC THEATRE, Marysville
SHAFTER THEATRE, Shafter
(And Many Others)

FACTORIES, SALES AND SERVICE
OFFICES IN PRINCIPAL CITIES.

QRS NEON CORPORATION - 25 Taylor Street, SAN FRANCISCO

S lEATTTL
TERRY

ROSS,

IE

former vaudevillian and for

^ the past few years a theatre manager,
will mount the rostrum at the Palomar
Theatre and wave the baton and act as
master of ceremonies for a few weeks.
Jules Buffano is to take a vacation for a
couple of months, hence the change. Robert Yothers has been transferred to the
Palomar as assistant to Nick Allermand . . .
The latest house to remodel and dress up
its front is the Palace Theatre, Silverton,
Ore. A flashy and attractive job was done
by National Screen Accessories of which
Jack Flannery is in charge in this district.
Harold Sheffield has been definitely set
as manager of the Portland offiee of Republic. His berth in Butte is filled by Bob
Boomer, formerly of the Salt Lake office.
All offices are part of the Sheffield Exchange System. Harold by the way arrived
in the Northwest with his newly wedded
bride . . . Around the Sterling chain this
week we find that Art Zabel, assistant to
Bill Forman, the chain supervisor, is the
father of a baby girl, and on the same day
that happened Mrs. Cliff Talbot presented
her husband with a daughter. Cliff is manager of the Queen Anne, one of the chain.
Prank Soule, auditor for Republic working out of the New York headquarters, is
now in Denver. From there he will visit
Salt Lake, Butte, Portland, Seattle, then
down to California . . . With A1 Goldstein
getting all prepared to start his Monogram
drive, he has added Alex Singelow to the
sales staff and Elsie Gravert to his office
force. Jo Mondre is the booker.
Latest marriage on the Row took a good
steno from 2Qth Century-Fox. Marion
Kenney upped and married a Diehl Shephard recently and now she has settled
down to good old housekeeping . . . Stanley
Gustafson of the Portland Paramount office passed through on his vacation. His
wife, who has been in Seattle for the past
few months, joined Gus and they proceeded to Canada where they will spend a
couple of weeks.
The

Music

DIGGING
Projectionist Trapped in
Theatre Fire
Tooelle,

Utah — A fire which

CASH

broke

tion angles on Paramount’s

put out the flame with hand extinguishers, the projectionist suffered only singed hair and arms.
John J. Gillette, owner and manager of the theatre, estimated the
damage at ‘‘several thousand dollars.” He said several rolls of film
were burned, and the inside of the
booth badly damaged.

Ogden Postpones
Snndag Ordinance
Utah — This

town

“will

not

“Internes Can’t

Skolak Celebrates
San

event adopt
nance unless Salt
lar course,” it was
lowing an appeal
state law.

"INTERNES"

Another
$150 has been raised and will
Take
Money.”
be used for prize money for the three best
campaigns on the film when it hits the
local subsequent run spots. Committee
judges who will decide the winners are
W. R. Ricord jr., chairman, John Klee,
George Miller, Floyd Menneily, Max Trumpower and Charles Michelstetter.
In addition to the $500, which was donated by the studio, the use of several
6 and 24-sheet boards and 60,000 heralds
will be distributed among the 25 competing
houses.

Not released until firemen entered the booth with gas masks and

Ogden,

AND

FOR

Los Angeles — Paramount has promoted
$350 to be used by Fox West Coast managers in Cullen Espy’s Los Angeles district
in working up advertising and exploita-

out in a projecting machine at the
Strand Theatre here a few nights
ago trapped the machine operator
for half an hour in a small compartment next to the burning booth
and caused a brief panic among the
audience.

any

ANGLES

in

a Sunday closing ordiLake City takes a simiindicated this week folfor conformity with the

Mayor Harmon Peery of the Peery
Amusement Co. here took the stand that
a Sunday closing ordinance would react
unfavorably with the tourist trade and
declared that Ogden would lose trade to
Salt Lake City if it adopted a Sunday
closing ordinance. He asserted that action should be delayed until the two cities
agree on procedure.

Francisco — Eddie

Skolak,

manager

of the Capitol Theatre here, which operates on a combination burlesque-pictures
policy, was host recently to 90 members
of the troupe and house staff at a backstage party celebrating his birthday.

Fire Damages
San

Francisco — Bob

Theatre
Kirschner’s

Balboa

Theatre, currently under construction, was
badly damaged by fire last week. Police
ascribed the blaze to defective wiring. Work
on the 1,200-seat suburban house will be
delayed several weeks by the accident.

ATTENTION

THEATRE

MANAGERS

We are specialists in De-FIeaing" & De-Mothing:
Theatres with Guaranteed results at low prices.
We
also carry the largest janitorial supplies
on the coast. Write or phone. Prices on request.

A. A. SANITARY
422

Turk

SUPPLY

CO.

St.
San Franfisco, Calif.

Or

9567

Hall will reopen shortly for

the special showing of “Cloistered.” Music
Hall is one of the Hamrick-Evergreen
chain . . . Another visitor this week was
none other than Oscar Oldknow, western
division manager for National Theatre
Supply. H. S. McLeod, local branch manager, did the entertaining of Oldknow during his stay.
John and Mrs. Hamrick to Astoria to
attend the wedding anniversary of Mrs.
Hamrick’s sister . . . Morrie Nimmer in
(Continued on page 82-B)

IF YOU’RE CONTENT TO LET HARD-EARNED BOX
OFFICE RECEIPTS SLIP THROUGH YOUR FINGERS
—ROLL TICKETS ARE GOOD ENOUGH. IF YOU'RE
NOT— YOU NEED A GENERAL REGISTER.

Special Film TRAILERS
Advertising your oustcmding pictures
written up especially to suit your own
theatre requirements will surely bring
in better box office receipts.

Silent or with music
Quick Service

MOTION
125 Hyde

82

PICTURE

GENERAL

SERVICE

G. n. KARSKI, Mgrr.
St., San Franeiseo. Plume

REGISTER

CORPORATION

1540 BROADWAY

ORdway

NEW

YORK

CO.
9162
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ECONOMY!

AIR CONDITIONING

# To obtain the most for your money,
of any air conditioning

check

carefully these four essential points

system you may be considering.

To be sure of getting them

all, select Westinghouse.
Practical engineering: Our designing engineers know their business . . . and they
study your business so that your system will give you exactly the results you want.
Expert installation: Skilled local craftsmen, under careful supervision, go about
their work quickly and quietly ... so that your business will not be disturbed.
Dependable equipment: Westinghouse condensing units, air conditioning units,
or other equipment, are selected for the exact work that is to be done . . . and are
fully guaranteed by Westinghouse.

THE NEWEST DEVELOPMENT
IN AIR CONDITIONING

Quick service: Whenever adjustments are necessary, you get quick and dependable local service ... as close to you as your telephone.

The

amazingly simple Westinghouse Seal-less Condensing Units bring new efficiency, new economy, in
air conditioning. Enclosed mechanism has no belts,
pulleys, or shaft seals. Compact, quiet, light in weight.
Simple to install, remarkably inexpensive to operate.
They

Only when

these four factors are given complete

and careful attention can you be

sure of adequacy, reliability, and long life of your air conditioning
are fully equipped

installation. We

to give you exactly this service, and suggest that you call us, today.

are designed, built, and guaranteed by Westinghouse, the name that means everything in electricity.

PACIFIC

COAST

250

GOLDEN

THEATRE
GATE

THEATRE

EDWARD

AVENUE

B. WARD

FREMONT

★ * SAN

COMPANY

FRANCISCO

REPRESENTATIVES

CONTRACTORS
270

SUPPLY

STREET

AND
AND

★ ★ SAN

COMPANY

ENGINEERS
FRANCISCO,
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I^AILT IILAKIIE L. 0. Lukan Will
pUNERAL services for George Edward
Burton, Ogden Paramount theatre employe, who passed away at his home in
Ogden, Utah, a few days ago, are to be
held this week at Ogden.

Head Green Lake
Seattle — The

Wallace Beery nosed his 320 cabin-StinS071 mo7ioplane

out

of the

sky

a

few

days

ago, landmg at the Salt Lake City airport.
After an over7iight stay here he returried
to Hollywood.
Free theatre tickets to Salt Lake City
show houses are being offered as tieup
with station KDYL here, in a “Man-on-,
the-street” broadcast titled “Inquiring Reporters,” conducted by Myron Fox three
times weekly and which program started
May 14.
Stude7its of the State Agricultural
lege, Loga7i, Utah, preferred “tUne
studies” and ‘‘Mickey Mouse” films to
ers shown by the eollege bureau of
tures during the past year, declares
Filmore, bureau secretary.

Collapse
othpicJ. C.

Word has been received that theatres
controlled by the Memmar Co., Boise, Ida.,
have increased their prices 5 cents. The
houses are the Grenada, Ada and the Finney.
The latter part of May 77iarks the ope7i
i7ig of all resorts i7i this sectio7i which
competition with the theatres may be
counteracted by the viflux of tourists. The
biggest year m tourist travel ever experie7iced is expected hi the l7iter7nountain
territory this seaso7i.

FRISCO PAPERS TO
DROP CUT SERVICE
San

Francisco — Effective

July

1, the

six

newspapers in San Francisco and Oakland
no longer will manufacture engraving cuts
for advertisers.

That statement was issued last week to
all advertising agencies and theatre offices
in the San Francisco-Oakland bay area,
under the letterhead of the Newspaper
Publishers Ass’n. Increased labor costs are
believed to be the reason behind the change
of policy.
The decision will cost theatre operators
considerably more than $1,000 aggregate
added operating costs monthly.

much

talked

of

Green

Lake Theatre now being completed will be
opened by L. O. Lukan, who formerly operated the Lukan chain of suburban theatres
and later was connected with the Sterling
chain.
The Green Lake is being built by Louis
Lear, the noted banker, as a monument to
his late father, Louis sr.
The building is ultra modern throughout.
It is a concrete structure and will seat 750.
There will be a large stage and a 60-foot
tower in neon will loom from the top of
this $87,000 structure.
The corporation name is the Lake Theatre Corp., headed by L. O. Lukan.
The house will open about the middle
of July.

from page 82)

from Wenatchee . . . Cecil Miller and W. L.
Evans both hi from Spokane . . . Walter
Wessling down from Portland. He is the
N. W. division manager for GB . . . Mr
and Mrs. John Schabel of the Harbor
Theatre, Aberdeen, doing a little booking
. . . Ken Rennaud working on ‘‘Captains
Courageous,” Sr. Mercy entertaining the
Governor of Washington in his penthouse
in Yakima . . . Sid Turner, one of the
Mercy’s
Seattle.

trusted men,

paying

a

visit to

F. P. Hill, auditor for 20th Century-Fox,
is in town . . . Les and Mrs. Theuerkauf
off to their ranch in Mountain View Calif.
. . . Neal East preparing his cruiser for the
new season . . . The Wheaton Theatre in
Weiser, Idaho, burned to the ground this
week . . . Joseph Rosenfield, city manager
for Evergreen in Spokane, in for a meeting . . . W. B. McDonald of Olympia doing
a lot of solo flying . . . Walter Graham
getting his plane ready to fly to Spokane
for the next meeting of the MPTO . . . Jim
Hone getting ready to cover the state in
the interests of MPTO.
GEORGE

BRUCE

SCRIPTS

Hollywood — George

Bruce

rowed from B. P. Schulberg

Mrs. Luce, known as Claire Booth to audiences of her successful New York stage
play, “The
seen here.

Woman,”

which

C. R. Skinner, manager of Skinner Mfg.
Co. here, has taken over the northern California sales territory for Wenzel Motion
Picture Projection Co.

ing currently
Theatre
here. at Homer

San

Francisco — “Doc”

Henning,

north-

ern California representative for Coulter
Premiums, is moving his headquarters from
the Golden Gate building here.
A location at Golden Gate Ave. in the
heart of Filmrow has been taken over,
and the enlarged quarters will provide
space for executive offices and also for
warehouseing premium shipments.
Henning has recently completed deals
with six more houses in northern California.

82-B

"REEL"
Room

been

bor-

by Metro

FELLOWS
Open

CINEMA
l.->0 Leavenworth

St.

Seattle — Diminutive

Margaret

to a seat he opened the door of the cashier’s cage from the deserted theatre foyer
and ordered her to “give him the money.”
The cashier refused to budge, which bewildered the bandit and at that time another customer was waiting to buy a ticket
so the robber went out of the theatre and
ran — without the money. “He didn’t wait
to see the show so I really made a dime
out of him,” Miss Brookes exulted.

to

THEATRE

SEATS

UPHOLSTERED

Repairing a Specialty

C. RIEGER

112 HYDE

5898

STREET

SAN

FRANCISCO

MEET

CLUB
—

,S.\N

We

FRANCISCO

CUSTOM

CLOTHES

Mezzanine Floor
Golden Gate Theatre Bhle.
2.5 TAYI.OK
STKKET
SAN
FRANCISCO

Specialize in

THEATRE SANITATION
PEST CONTROL

and

Many Theatres Are
Well Satisfied
or
With Our Service
and Prices
Deodorant
Fly

Holden's

blonde

Brookes, 22-year-old cashier at the First
Ave. Theatre, here, had the last chuckle a
few days ago, because she got a dime from
a husky armed hold-up man. The bandit
bought a dime ticket in the afternoon and
entered the theatre but, instead of going

to Public

Telephone
OKdwa.v 9838

"THEATRICAL"

Curran

ORIGINAL
has

EXHIBITORS - HEADQUARTERS
The Best Dinner in the City
Dining

Curran’s

HOLDUP EFFORT ENDS
IN PAID ADMISSION

script his own story, “Navy Blue and Gold.”

WHERE

soon be

Neil Dunn, president of Techna Corp.,
well-known local manufacturers of sound
reproduction equipment, recently instituted
a new form of inter-office communications
system which is understood to be especially
designed for theatre needs.

ORdway

HENNING MOVES
COULTER OFFICE

may

Fred Johnson, drama editor of the San
Francisco Call- Bulletin, local Hearst afternoon paper, interviewed the players featured in ‘‘Dead End” over the radio the
other day. The New York stage hit is show-

SEATTLE
(Continued

JJENRY
R. LUCE, publisher
Time and
Life magazines
and highof mogul
of
RKO’s “March of Time,” sailed this week
for the Orient on a trans-Pacific liner from
San Francisco. He was accompanied by

Blocks
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- Moth

S|>ra.v - Disinfectant - Liquid
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tViite

CRANE

For

Prices

and

Information

EXTERMINATOR

530 Ellis Street
BOXOFFICE

Spray
Incense

CO.
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QHARLES SKOURAS, George Skouras,
Spyros Skouras and Mike Rosenberg,
Fox Theatres executives, arrived here this
week, to be on hand for the 20th CenturyFox convention, which is scheduled to
start May 30. George and Spyros are
operating heads of eastern circuits, while
Rosenberg and Charles head the Fox West
Coast division. The latter pair have been
to New York for the past several weeks,
attending buying sessions with distributors.
Construction on Charles Mize’s new theatre at Mojave started this week on a 30day building schedule. The house will be
equipped by B. F. Shearer & Co. Mize has
also announced plans for starting another
house at Lancaster, as soon as his Mojave
spot is completed.

DISCUSS CALIFORNIA
DAYLIGHT SAVING
San

Francisco — Daylight

Guy Gunderson, who won first place in
the far western division of United Artists
recently concluded sales drive, received a
combination pearl-handled hunting knife
and axe in a tooled leather case, from Jack
Schlaifer, sales manager, as an added prize
for his good showing. Gunderson, who is
known as “Killer” on the Row, for his
deer hunting prowess, intends to put the
present to good use when the game season
opens.
Grand National has assigned two new
salesmen to their duties. Jack Nelsoii takes
over the Arizona territory, working out of
Los Angeles, and Gordon Allen starts
working the northern California territory,
with headquarters in San Francisco. Nelson was formerly a?i exchange manager
for Educational.
The local United Artists force made a
swell showing in the recently concluded
George Schaefer Sales Drive, copping four
big prizes. Manager Ewen MacLean won a
deluxe radio bar for taking first place in
the western division exchange standings;
Guy Gunderson topped all the salesmen in
the far western division, to win himself
four weeks’ salary while Bert Pollard, office manager and booker, gets two weeks’
salary for winning the “Office Manager’s”
competition. Fourth of the prizes, as yet
unannounced, goes to the office for winning first place in the national Disney
cartoon drive.
Fred Young, local head of the Wagner
Sign Co., has been peddling his new style
marquee letters around Elsinore.

current

in many eastern cities and only defeated
in California six years ago by a whirlwind
campaign by business and theatrical interests, may be proposed again, it was indicated this week when Junior Chambers of
Commerce of several northern California
cities gathered to discuss the proposal.
San Francisco, Sacramento, Stockton,
San Jose, San Leandro, Oakland, Berkeley,
Mountain View and Napa were represented
at the gathering, which finally decided to
take the matter “under advisement.” The
plan would be limited roughly to a 100-mile
radius of the San Francisco bay area, it is
understood, and observers declared it might
be found impractical to attempt introduction over a small area.

Bill Heineman, Universal’s western division manager, left for New York this
week to attend buying sessions with circuit heads. He is traveling by plane and
plans a stop-off at El Paso and Juarez on
Decoration Day.
Filmrow’s sick list for this week is limited to one — Bessie Glazer, employe of the
B. J. Leavitt Theatrical Enterprises, who
is a patient at the Queen of Angeles Hospital after undergoing a minor operation.

saving,

DENVER
• Continued

from page 80)

James Keats, film salesman of Salt Lake
City, spent several days in Denver visiting
his mother, who was ill.
The

Palm

Theatre,

newly

opened

on

Colfax, has booked Burton’s vaudeville on a once-a-month engagement.

Lon T. Fidler, recently district manager
for Grand National, has opened offices in
Denver and will handle Monogram product
in this and the Salt Lake territories. The
company will buy the Monogram Pictures
Distributing Co. Miss Rose Agren has resigned from Grand National and will be
secretary for Fidler.
Sam R. Langwith is making a business
trip through New Mexico and Arizona for
Erpi.

Seen in town the past week were Ray
Katzenbach of Brush, Colo., and George
Luce of Bayard, Neb.

The National Theatre Supply Co. expects
to be in their new location at 2111 Champa
St. before June 10.
BILLY GORDON

LEAVES

Hollywood — David

Loew’s

bq Frisco Theatre

Sacramento — Fifty

YOUR

SERVICE—

The Finest and Best Equipped
Precision Machine Shop on the
West
Coast for Overhauling:
your
Sound
and
Projection
Equipment.
All work guaranteed.

C. R. Skinner Mig. Co. and
290

TURK

STREET

BOXOFFICE

:: May

SAN

Sound

Studio

FRANCISCO.

CAEIF.

averaging

$100

The President, a 1,200-seat downtown
subsequent run, is operated by Lawrence
Borg and Irving C. Ackerman. Borg also
has the Crystal Theatre, in Salinas, in association with John Peters, and Ackerman
manages the Casino Theatre here in San
Francisco. R. T. “Dynamo”
manager of the President.

San

Francisco — Prices

LaMarre

is

two

San

were

Fran-

changed

again this week, with one first-run house
moving up in the scale to conform to the
majority of Market St. theatres and another dropping to an entirely new range for
the summer months.
After several weeks’ delay, Herman Cohen’s United Artists, 1,200-seat UA outlet,
moved admission changes to 35 cents until
1 p. m., 40 cents until 5 p. m., and 55
cents general night admission, the scale
recently adopted by the four Fox West
Coast first runs. The same week, Hal
Neidas’s Orpheum Theatre dropped to 30
cent afternoons, 40 cent nights for the
summer.

SWICKARD

REMODELING

Los Angeles — Paul Swickard’s Strand
Theatre, Belvedere, is undergoing extensive remodeling in preparation for the
summer season. New Shearer seats, carpets, lights and decorations are being installed in the 900-seat theatre.

LOEW
casting

for

cisco downtown theatres

WILL—

di-

rector, Billy Gordon, has resigned. Lawrence Traver fills in the vacated spot.

KING^S

GRILL —

Wliere . the
“Who's
Who”
in
Meets
. .
San Francisco’s Filin Industry

—

And EATSl —

35 TAYLOR
STREET
Near tJolden Gate Theatre

Graham

Bros.

Theatre

Equipment
Projection Booth
and
Stage Equipment;
Theatre Seating; Carpet.s; Draperies; Projection Repair Service.

546 Lincoln St.

Telephone — UNderhill 1130
UP TO THE MINUTE

Denver, Colo.

Quick Western Poster
Service
Will Show

AT

radios,

each in retail cost, have been given away
by the President Theatre in the past six
months. Premium policy plus pictures is
standard with the house.

PRICE CHANGES AT
TWO FRISCO HOUSES

Artists, was here on one of his periodic
trips.

West

50 Radio Premiums

SOUND TRAILERS FOR ALL
OCCASIONS ... IN STOCK OR
MADE TO YOUR ORDER
Finest Quality .
Guaranteed

BLACHE'

. . Lowest Prices
Fast Service

FILM LABORATORIES

29!i Tiirlf Street,

San

Francisco

Calif.

Increased Box Office Receipts

MODERNIZE

YOUR

LOBBY

—

NOW

WESTERN POSTER SERVICE
117

GOl.DEN

GATE

AYE.

—

SAN

FRANCISCO

SOUTHERN
POSTER
CO. WESTERN
POSTER
1824 So. Vermont
Ave.
2323 2nd Avenue
Los Angeles
Seattle

CO.

29, 1937.
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GO MODERN
Give your theatre

the full ad-

vantage of the latest and

fore-

most in picture projection.
Brenkert

Enarc

Projection

Lamps

and Brenkert R-6 Copper Oxide Rectifiers by virtue of superior screen
results add real boxoffice appeal
your

theatre — all at nominal

to
first

cost — and in many cases at less operating and maintenance expense
than you are now

paying.

Herewith is a partial
list of Brenkert installations we have made:

SEE

OR TELEPHONE

THE

OUT-OF-INCOME

Orpheum Theatre, Seattle, Wn.
Liberty Theatre, Seattle, Wn.
Liberty Theatre, Yakima, Wn.
Liberty Theatre, Walla Walla, Wn.
Lark Theatre, McMinnville, Ore.
Cameo Theatre, Newberg, Ore.
Foothill Theatre, Oakland, Calif.
Shafter Theatre, Shafter, Calif.
Elite Theatre, Beverly Hills, Calif.
Regina Theatre, Beverly Hills,
Calif.
Wardman Theatre, Whittier, Calif.
New Desert Theatre, Indio, Calif.
WRITE

US ABOUT

PLAN

WHEREBY

YOU

USE BRENKERT
EQUIPMENT
PAYING

WHILE
FOR

IT

IN SMALL, EASY
MONTHLY
FOR DEMONSTRATION

B. F. SHEARER
"Theatre

Equipment

AND

COMPLETE

PAYMENTS

INFORMATION

COMPANY
Specialists"

SEATTLE
LOS ANGELES
SAN FRANCISCO
PORTLAND
2318 Second Avenue
1968 South Vermont Ave.
243 Golden Gate Ave.
1109 N. W. Glisan
Telephone Elliott 8247
Telephone Republic 8212
Telephone Underhill 1816
Telephone Broadway 3218
Parkway 3803

COVERING

MASSACHUSETTS.

RHODE

ISLAND,

CONNECTICUT,

VERMONT,

NEW

HAMPSHIRE

AND

MAINE

lATSE - PRODUCERS PARLEYS BEGIN
Walter Blank Case

Segal Starts New Hub
Exchange
Boston — Harry

Awaits Court Ruling
Bridgeport — The

matter

of a

building

permit for Walter Blank for a contemplated theatre at 1388 Park Ave. rests with
the superior court of Fairfield county, following hearing of two cases here Wednesday.
Blank’s case was against the members
of the board of building commissioners
who he alleges should have issued the permit when the appeal to the zoning board
of appeals was decided in his favor.
However, at this juncture. Mayor Jasper
McLevy questioned the legality of the
chairman’s election to the board of appeals, and no written record of the election had been found.
Peter Petrofsky, the chairman in question, who has acted for several years, has
brought a case against the members of the
zoning commission asking a declaration
that he is duly qualified to act. Since it
is reported that Petrofsky’s term would
in any event expire on June 1, the entire
matter has been given special assignment,
and in the event Petrofsky wins his case
before June 1, the building permit will be
issued and Blank will proceed with his
project, which is planned for the tenancy
of Lou Anger, Bridgeport circuit operator.
The site, which is bounded by Park Ave.
and Olive St. is commercial for only the
first 40 feet on the avenue, but Blank’s
application is for a lobby 100 feet deep on
Park Ave. to approach the theatre which
would be built on the Olive St. side.
Application of Maurice Bailey for a theatre permit on the same avenue also
awaits the outcome of these cases.

New Haven GB Head
New

Haven — Carl

Goe

is new

branch

manager here for GB. He was transferred this week from Albany, N. Y., where
he held a similar post.

Segal, who

recent-

ly acquired the Imperial Pictures
franchise for New England, laid the
foundation this week of a new distribution system. Richard Cohen
has been put in charge of the New
Haven office and Louis Stern, head
of Beaumont Pictures here, has joined the sales staff. Minna Chauncey,
who has been booker at Century Pictures, and Herbert Zidel, formerly
with Hub Film Exchange, comprise
the new firm’s office staff.

Hub Park Theatre
Acquired by Brandt
New

York — Operating

close to 65 thea-

tres in the New York metropolitan area
as well as theatres in New Jersey and the
Plaza in Stamford, Conn., Harry Brandt
this week extended his theatre acquisitions to the Park Theatre in Boston.
The controlling corporation of the Park
is known as Sam Hertzig, Inc., with Sam
Hertzig as president and J. J. Goldberg as
secretary. Brandt is a director. He is
president of the Independent Theatre OwnAss’n of New York.

BROOKLINE VILLAGE
LETS SHARAF BUILD
Boston — Morris

Sharaf,

operator

of the

Coolidge Corner in Brookline, has been
granted a permit to build a motion picture house in Brookline Village.
Exhibitors have been actively trying to
obtain permission to build in the exclusive
spot for the past year. M. & P. Theatres
Corp, E. M. Loew, Morse and Rothenberg
and Louis Gordon have been among those
competing for sites.

NEW ENGLAND EDITION Is One of the Seven Sectional
Editions in Which BOXOFFICE Is Published Weekly. The
Other Six Editions Are: MIDEAST, CENTRAL, MIDWEST,
WESTERN, SOUTHERN, EASTERN.

New Wage Scale and Hour
Pacts at Exchanges
Sought
New

York — With

virtual completion

of

exchange employes’ unionization in 80 per
cent of the country’s key cities, the lATSE
this week embarked on a series of nationwide conferences on new wage scales, it
was learned by Boxoffice here.
Boston

Leads

in Accord

Boston is the first city to complete a
new wage and hour agreement. James
Burke, business agent of the new exchange
local in Boston, and John Gatelee, lATSE
organizer for New England and international representative, concluded negotiations for a 25 per cent increase in salaries
as well as a cut in working hours, it was
said.
Negotiations were to have been concluded this week between labor committees
representing major distributors and union
officials for the setting up of exchange
workers’ unions as well as new wage and
hour pacts, with cities involved understood
to be New Haven, Chicago, Atlanta, New
York and Omaha. It was said that new
contracts have been set for exchange
workers in Buffalo, Philadelphia and St.
Louis, but details were not revealed.
35 Centers Organized
To date it has been estimated that about
35 exchange centers have been organized
by the lATSE. The drive is expected to
be concluded as soon as various distributor
executives return from their sales conventions. Where feasible, negotiations will be
held in local situations. Others will be
handled in New York, where lATSE international executives make their headquarters. Louis Krouse, lATSE vice-president
with headquarters in Washington, has been
shuttling between the two cities for conferences with company representatives.
Theatre

Organization

Proceeds

It was said here that no attempt will be
made to organize clerical forces at the exchanges until technical groups have been
brought into line. However, where this has
already been done a quiet campaign has
been under way by lATSE organizers to
unionize theatre ushers, doormen, cashiers
and porters. This work has been progressing satisfactorily, it was said.

BRAD ANGIER. New England Editor, 14 Piedmont St.,
Boston, Mass., Phone: Liberty 9305. GERTRUDE PEARSON, Suite 915, 42 Church St., New Haven, Conn. C. A.
ROSSKAM. 106 Miller Ave., Providence, R. I.

MOCHRIE'S DISTRICT
LEADS UA CONTEST
New

York — United Arfcisi,s’ southern district, managed by Robert Mochrie, led the
entire country in the George Schaefer
drive, results of which were announced
here this week by A. W. Smith jr., sales

approved in its original state. Eliminations required on the nine-reeler included
the dialogue; “Was
“. . . that the woman
my

the Paramount release. For firstrun theatres, including the Paramount and Fenway of Boston, there
will be a one hundred dollar top
prize and

leading
Groves,

Frank Eisenberg, Minneapolis: Guy Gunderson. Los Angeles; Elmer Donnelly, Indianapolis,
and to T. L. Davis of Philadelphia and David
Burkan of New York who w'ere tied for first place
in the east and split the prize. Bookers receiving

Department of Public Safety, acting under the state Sunday laws, that was not

ings of “Make Way for Tomorrow.”
tive hundred dollars in all will be
distributed to publicity managers
and theatre directors promoting
the best exploitation campaigns on

leading branch in the west, and A. J. Jeffery of Montreal, leading eastern branch.

Big-ford, booker, San Francisco; S. Glazer, manager
and R. Knights, booker, Toronto; D. Griesdorf,
manager
and Jack Reid, booker, Winnipeg.
Joe Johnson of Toronto and E. Zerga of San
Francisco were eastern and western winners, resales

spectively. of one
contest.

week’s

ADDITIONAL

extra

pay

in the

accessory

PRINTS

ON "OLD LOUISIANA"
Boston — Three prints of “Old Louisiana”
arrived at the Piedmont street offices of
Cameo Screen Attractions, Inc., Monday.
More will come in later, according to Sam
Davidson, to fulfill the date demands of
the historical Tom Keene feature whose
underlying story of the Louisiana Purchase
in 1803 reveals conflict between President
Thomas Jefferson and the supreme court.
The term “unconstitutional,” applied to
so many Roosevelt measures at present,
was coined by the supreme judiciary at
that time. This repetition of history is
being capitalized upon by New England
theatre men exploiting the Cameo release.

Dombi Opens in Fairfield
Fairfield, Conn. — John Dombi opened
the newly completed Brooklawn Theatre
on May 28, with RKO’s “Swing High,
Swing Low.” The 500-seat house will play
generally 46 days after first run in Bridgeport.

1

W\'^

opened

who

recently

foreign and specialty film distribution office here, reports that the recently inaugurated campaign by New England councils of the Knights of Columbus

a

against so-called communistic motion pictures as having little effect in the showing of Amkino releases in this territory.
Williams is releasing these productions in
both 35 and 16mm prints.
by

Amkino films were particularly attacked
Patrick J. Moynihan, K. of C. state

deputy,

in an opening blast against communistic propaganda. The action is serving to publicize the Russian pictures, rather than to injure their drawing power, according to the film man.

WB REPORTS PROFIT
AND CUT IN DEFICIT
New

York — Warner Bros, this week reported a reduction of deficit by $4,105,846.76 during the 26 weeks ended Feb. 27,
1937, at the same time announcing a net
operating profit for the period of $4,040,388.94 after deducting all charges but without providing for federal
distributed earnings.

surtaxes

on

that you

your employer’s mistress.”
Two Foreign Films Approved

state. They were the Scottish eight-reeler,
“Annie Laurie,” and the eight-reel French
film starring Josephine Baker, “Princess
Tam-Tam.”
The former, starring Will
Fyffe who has been presented to American radio audiences via two recent Rudy
Vallee

broadcasts, had its national premiere at the Back Bay house last week.

DICK COHEN HEADS
NEW HAVEN IMPERIAL
New

Haven — Dick Cohen has been appointed as head of the Imperial Pictures
office here, succeeding Philip Sherman,
who has joined forces with Monogram.
Cohen also will handle several special
films, such as “Cloistered,”
and “She Devil Island.”

“New

Gulliver”

French, Domingo Sub
Boston — George

French

and

Ben

Do-

mingo, managers of the first-run Keith’s
Memorial and RKO Boston theatres, respectively, are watching over the local
RKO
theatre situation, while Charles
Koerner, eastern divisional manager for
the affiliated circuit, is sojourning with
Mrs.

Koerner

on

the

west

coast.

Rich-

ard Mahn, personal secretary to the executive, is handling routine matters.
SON

un-

TO

GEORGE

MARKELL

Boston — George Marked, operator of the
Hudson in the municipality of the same

Lawrence Herman

Wed

name,

is a father.

It’s a boy.

Boston — Lawrence Herman, booker for
the Ralph Snider circuit, and Miss Elsie
Kay were married Sunday, May 23. The
reception was held at the home of Mr. and

Boston Friars Golf
Tourney June 8

Mrs. A. Malkin, the bride’s uncle and aunt.
Herman was recently feted by film district friends at a bachelor dinner.

Boston — The annual Boston Friars
Club Golf Tournament will be held
at the South Shore Country Club on
June

Winners

in the Grand

National

sales

drive, photographed at the company’s
first annual convention in Los Angeles. Left to right, I. Levine, New
Haven branch manager and $1,000
winner; Merritt Davis, Charlotte
branch manager and winner of $750;
Cleve Adams, Albany branch manager and $500 winner, and Jules Lapidus, Pittsburgh
won $250.

84

“. . . it is suggested

in their entirety for showing at the latter’s
Fine Arts Theatre and elsewhere in the

ANTI-CAMPAIGN DOES
NO HARM TO AMKINO
Williams,

she your mistress?”;
Maria Kasanova was

Two features being distributed in this
country by George Kraska were approved

a fifty dollar runner-up.

Boston — Charles

mistress”;

were

Dallas:

two weeks’ extra pay were; E. Schrider, Montreal;
Roy Sachs. Dallas; Harry James, Chicago; W. B.
Pollard. Los Angeles, L. Dowdell, Cleveland, and
Herl)ert Richeck and Ben Levine of New York.
The Disney awards of 13 watches for the best
increase in Disney played and earned business went
to the following managers and bookers: Mac Lean
and
Pollard, Los Angeles; Charles Rosenzweig.
manager, and Richeck and Levine, New
York; J.
S. Abrose, manager
and Abe Chapman,
booker,
Milwaukee; D. J. McNeriiey, manager
and W. M.

NIP

Boston — The Grand National feature,
“Two Who Dared,” was the only film of
44 recently surveyed by the Massachusetts

Boston — Houses in the M. and P.
Theatre Corp. circuit are being
grouped for publicity prize awards
coincident with New England show-

manager. This was UA’s firsc sales drive.
Harry Gold’s eastern sales division took
the lead over the west in the last minute
returns in the drive which officially closed
May 1 and boosted sales to new records,
Smith said.
Grand prizes were awarded to Mochrie;
Ewen MacLean, manager of Los Angeles,

Four weeks’ extra salary went to the
salesman in each district as follows: Jack

"TWO WHO DARED"
GETS CENSORIAL

M. & P. Group Houses
for Rewards

branch

m'anager

8 this year with exchanges, circuits and premium houses donating

prizes for the winners in
competitions which will

various
include

events for both 18-hole and 19-hole
golfers. A golf bag or a matched set
of woods may be the first prize for
the main event. A strong turnout is
indicated. Joe Cohen, district golf
champ, is chairman of the committee in charge of arrangements.

who
BOXOmCE

May

29, 1937.

Modern
Illumination
Begins
COLOR
. . . because

with
GLOW

Color Glow

affords

luxurious interior lighting at surprisingly low cost. Because
Glow

means

Color

flexible, flick-of-the-

switch decoration to enliven, subdue or change

the atmosphere

in your house to conform

to any

program.

Progressive

exhibitors every-

where are "Color-Glowing"
theatres.

Take

their

a tip from them

— get the Color Glow story — now!

CAPITOL THEATRE SUPPLY COMPANY
^ NEW ENGLAND ORGANIZATION
NEW ENGLAND EXHIBITORS
28-30 PIEDMONT

STREET

•

BOSTON,

FOR
MASS.

r

WOLF
^^HAT with conventions and vacations,
Filmrow has numerous absentees . . .
Columbia the latest to hear the glad news
that it will be the coast . . . Barney Pitkin
off on a fishing trip to Maine . . . Barney’s penchant for fishing is among the
things no one ever knew . . . Connecticut
contingent to the Milwaukee Allied convention dwindled at the eleventh hour to
Maurice Shulman, Abe Fishman and Ralph
Pasho . . . The Metroites back in time to
read the inside dope on that $20,000 Hal
Roach party in the New Masses.
Sixty -odd ushers, cashiers, etc., reported organized under class B lATSE charter
in Hartford, and Bridgeport and Waterbury well under way . . . New Haven set
for a third meeting this week.
J. Fox at the Columbia, Washington, for
eight years, is now assistant at the Poli,
New Haven . . . George Loukidas, student
assistant, promoted to assistant at the
Poli, Waterbury, to replace Eddie Dolan,
who will assist Robert Portle at the newly-opened Plaza, Worcester.
Warner’s Tremont, Ansonia, will close
the first week in June for the summer . . .
Warner’s operate this house about 20
weeks during the year. It is also rumored
the Alhambra, Torrington, will close for
the summer.
Loew’s Bijou Theatre will celebrate its
25th anniversary June 5 and Bill Elder is
planning big doings.
Jack McGann, Boston Warner salesman
known to many in this territory, was
found dead in his Waldorf-Astoria room
in New York last week.
Larry O’Neill, for many years manager
(Continued on page 90)

moonlight

sail may

Boston — Maurice

N. Wolf,

manager

of

the Boston M-G-M exchange, has two million witnesses that he was up and about
Friday of last week
at 9:30 a. m. Ruth
Moss of the Yankee
Network interviewed
the Boston Friars
Club president at
that time over a complicated series of
mechanisms known
more simply as radio.
Mr.

Wolf

did

a

good job. M-G-M
was plugged in every
Maurice N. Wolf
sentence or oftener.
It did the heart of Bert McKenzie, local
publicist for the distributor, good. Clark
Gable, Robert Taylor, Norma Shearer,
Freddie Bartholomew, Lionel Barrymore,
Joan Crawford, Robert Montgomery and
some dozen other Loew’s, Inc., luminaries
were given a boost within the first two
minutes. Mrs. Thalberg was compared to
“an
was
M.
that

exquisite bit of china.” Mr. Gable
called a “very human . . . he-man.”
N. Wolf admitted, not too reluctantly,
M-G-M was probably the best producer in the business. The millions listening wished that they could have been
along when he and his cohort were hobnobbing with the stars, M-G-M, at the recent Hollywood convention. Mr. Wolf did
not mention the fact that he flew to the
coast. M-G-M is not in the aeroplane
business.
“As we go on, the educational value of
pictures that has already demonstrated,

fJORSE racing in Rhode Island ended
May 22 until August and theatre men
of the state are saying “Thanksbeit!” Narragansett track drew 35,000 on its last day
of the spring meet. Shrine circus held
nightly last week at Rhodes-on-the-Pawtuxet also drew close to 100,000 patrons
during its run, which didn’t help theatre
business last week any either, though the
managements didn’t complain inasmuch as
receipts from the circus go to the Shriners
hospital for crippled children.
E. M. Loew’s Music Hall in Pawtucket is
reported scheduled to close for the summer
at the end of the month; a usual custom
for the house. RKO-Albee is also due to
go dark early in July, when workmen will
begin installation of new seats and carpeting along with the annual overhauling
of the house.
Stanzler’s Casino Theatre at Narragansett Pier lights up for the summer May 28.
Newport Casino, original “summer stock’’
theatre in the state, hasn’t yet set its opening date but has announced that four
new plays will be premiered there during
the summer.
Some

may say theatre-going is an expensive hobby. One, Gifford Tibbetts, is
convinced that staying away from the
movies is more expensive. At a Bank Night
at the Greenwich Theatre in East Greenwich in March Tibbetts’ name was called
for a $100 prize. Tibbetts was home that
night. Last Thursday night, with another
century note as the prize, he again was announced as the winner, and again he was
at his home in the country.
Community Theatre, Wakefield,
(Continued on page 90)

has

"Alley"-Oop

said
Boston — Right

be held

by the local Columbia Club within the
next few weeks. The organization at a
meeting held in the Church Street club
rooms last Monday discussed arrangements
for an outing to be held soon. The next
scheduled meeting of the group is due
June 21, but it is indicated that a special confab will be called before this time.

FACTORY
METHOD
REPAIR
SHOP

Gains Publicity in
Radio Interview

will
be greatly increased,” Mr. Wolf
in closing.

Plan Sea Outing
Boston — A

Metro

TELLS WORLD

down

your

alley

is a

with

phrase that has been shot at Phil Bloomberg, division manager of the Salem Realty Co. circuit, hundreds of times by film
salesmen and others. Phil can now hurl

Sam Meriam acquired the Strand Theatre
in January of this year, incorporating as
Strand Theatre of Wallingford, Inc., is no
longer connected with the venture. Meriam
remains in charge.

back the quip, twelve-fold. The Federal
Theatre in Salem, one of the houses controlled by the veteran theatre man, is being remodeled into a bowling-alley establishment. There will be a dozen in all.

A. LURIE QUITS
Wallingford,

STRAND

Conn. — A. Lurie, who

SIT DOWN

WITH US

FOR A CONFERENCE ON REPAIRING AND RENOVATING YOUR PRESENT PROJECTION EQUIPMENT

AND
I— THEATRE
112 ARLINGTON
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YOU'LL STRIKE

SERVICE

STREET

& SUPPLY
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the March

Leads

Monogram

The Major Independent

MONOGRAM

CERTIFIED ATTRACTIONS

PARADISE ISLE
LAND OF SKY BLUE WATER
ROMANCE OF THE LIMBERLOST
COLLEGE SWEETHEART
FRECKLES COMES HOME

MONOGRAM
Legion of Missing Men
The Outer Gate
Wolf Call
The Marines Are Here
Blazing Barriers
Numbered Women

SUCCESS SERIES

The Girl Next Door
A Bride for Henry
TheCamp
Luck of Roaring

The County Fair
Queen of the Yukon
Scandal

The Hoosier Schoolboy

My Old Kentucky Home
False Colors

MONOGRAM
The Thirteenth Man
Telephone Operator

PROFIT SERIES

Flying Orders
Saleslady

Port of Missing Girls
Federal Bullets

WESTERNS
8

8

Jack Randall
Singing Cowboy
What

Sensation

Monogram

MONOG
RAM
39 CHURCH STREET

Tim McCoy

Roughriding Rodeo Champion

Promises

Monogram

Delivers

PICTURES,

Inc.

BOSTON

THIS

WEEK

WE

MEET

^HEbeing
current
“Most at
Popular
Baby isContest”
conducted
the State
proving
so popular that the photographer, contracted to take the pix, is booked up a
week in advance. Registration of entrants
closed a week ago but voting will continue
until May 27.

LILA IZEN
Boston — Lila Izen, who

has been

Strikes still hold forth in Maine with
theatre operators becoming increasingly
impatient.

in the

motion

picture industry for the past 27
years and looks as if she must have started at about the time she might have been
about old enough to join the Girl Scouts,
has never been out of a job for even a

Selection by New England Youth Administration directors of 250 N. E. boys to occupy Quoddy Village is now underway. One
thousand boys will eventually occupy the
village.

single day since she adopted that ol’ debbil, films, as her profession.
A Feminine Film Pioneer
Miss Izen — as she is known to hundreds
of exhibitors, Mrs. David M. Shapiro —
as she is in private life, was one of the
first of her sex to become an executive
in the local industry. A leader when she
passed up acknowledged feminine professions in 1910 to go with the Boston Film
Rental Co., she has been a leader ever
since. She is now one of the owners of
the Wholesome Film Service, Inc., on Melrose St.
Her first employer was Charles Gorman.
She worked next with Harry Asher, during 1913 and 1914, when the pioneer in
the celluloid field was head of Universal
here. Both Miss Izen and Harry Asher
are still very much in the national flicker
picture. Miss Izen as the sales manager
of Wholesome Film Service’s non-theatrical department which distributes reels
from the 48 states to the Orient; Harry
Asher as the national president of Epilogues, Inc., which post he holds in addition to divers New England distribution
duties.
World

Film

Booker

After she spent a 1915 interlude with
the VLSC, a gentleman by the name of
George Schaeffer recommended her to the
World Film Co., owned by William A.
Brady. She went with World as booker.
Gus Schaeffer was salesman for the firm
at the time.
Two years later and she was booker for
the Boston Photoplay Co. in which Max
and Joseph Levenson, among others, had
a guiding hand. A gent, by name Eddie

Slip Covers Popular
Boston — William

S. Koster,

long in the

theatre-seat reconditioning business in
New England, reports that his new line of
slip-covers has already been adopted by
a number of houses in this territory. Koster has previously reconditioned chairs
at such theatres as the Suffolk in Holyoke, Metropolitan in Leominster, Orpheum in Danvers, Star in St. Johnsbury,
Shea’s in Fitchburg, and the Capitol in
Fall River.

WILL HOLD

MEMORIAL

Boston — The

DAY

theatrical

OBSERVANCE

post of Ameri-

can Legion has completed plans for Memorial Day observation. Local film dead will
be among those whose memories will be
commemorated by the district Post on
May 30.

88

Colby Robinson, operator of the Premiere Theatre at Westbrook, will open the
Kennebec Hall at Bingham May 27, using
a one-a-week policy.
Golden, was manager. The Golden era
passed to one of war. Lila Izen went with
the Community Motion Picture Bureau.
Married

in 1921

Three people were with the Community
Motion Picture Bureau in 1917 when Miss
Izen joined it as booker. Some 1,200 were
employed by the concern at the end of the
conflict. As Boston director of the chain,
she dealt with the largest and smallest
products of the chaotic times. She was
the only civilian woman permitted general
admittance to New England forts.
Marriage bells rang in 1921. Her husband was David M. Shapiro, now associated with her in the operation of Wholesome. “Like all movie men,” she says, “he
was first in the cloak and suit business.”
Led

Recognition

of Commercials

Wholesome Film Service, Inc., was first
organized in 1921. In addition to covering the globe with non-theatrical shows
and distributing a number of independent
releases to New England theatre owners,
Wholesome is now the physical distributing agent for Century Pictures. It also furnishes stock shots to a large number of
businesses. Miss Izen, who was one of the
first to see the industrial value of the
motion picture, can remember the subjects and precise locations of stock shots
running as far back as 25 years.
Lila Izen has a lot of memory . . . and
memories.

Richard McKay
Boston — George

Marked,

Returns
operator

of the

publicity manager Jack Saef, of the Paramount and Fenway theatres, has returned
from Vermont where he has been convalescing for the past three years. Meyer
Marcus did double duty during the absence
of Marked.

A boy, weighing 7 pounds, 13 ounces, was
born to the Lester Hughes at Queen’s Hospital here May 17. Lester is booker at the
local Paramount branch.
Lester N. Bragdon, operator at the State
Theatre, was elected president of the Central Labor Union to fill the unexpired
term of Albert N. Tardif, at a meeting of
the union May 19. The union at the same
meeting also endorsed two of its members
to succeed the late Charles O. Beals as
commissioner of labor. They were Chelsea
A. Waldron, president of the Maine State
Federation of Labor and an operator at the
State Theatre, and Howard C. Woodside.
A

great deal of controversy

centered

around the showing of “Spain in Flames,”
talking picture of the Spanish War, which
was screened at the Eastland Hotel last
week. Members of the city council objected strenuously to the showing of the picture but were unable to stop it.
William “Bill” Freiday, operator of the
Deering Theatre here, expects to open his
three summer houses at York Beach, York
Harbor and York Village on June 12. The
Beach and Harbor theatres will be operated on a one-a-day policy; the Village,
twice weekly.
Announcement was made May 21 of the
endorsement of John A. Russell, operator
at the Empire Theatre here, as a candidate to succeed the late Frank P. Johnson
as a member of the Maine Unemployment
Insurance Commission, by the Portland
Central Labor Union.
Photos of the eighteen winners in the
State’s “Most Popular Baby Contest” will
be published in the Portland Press Herald
May 30. Manager Harry Batwick reports
voting is “very heavy.”
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gTEVE BROIDY, treasurer and sales
manager of the new Monogram distributing unit in New England, has been supervising remodeling activity for the concern’s
new Boston headquarters at the old Pathe
Bldg, on Church St. despite a touch of
grippe.

Does
Your
Theatre

Stuart Michael Greenberg was the recipient last week of a hathinette from the
group at the local Columbia exchange.
Young Mr. Greenberg put his formal O. K.
on the contraption Thursday morning with
ablutions supervised by pater Henry
Greenberg, accessories manager for Columbia in New England.

Still

Mrs. George Beede, wife of the former
owner of the Strand in Westboro, has
been seriously ill.
William Harwood, Maine circuit owner
with headquarters in Gardiner, was in the
district Thursday.
Carl Singer of the Washington Olympia,
M. P. city house, has been ill with a septic
sore throat.

After

Arthur Morton, of the managerial staff
at the Scollay Square, plans a Hollywood
vacation in about two months.

S

The Lure of Light is a Magnet as Far as
the Eye Con See. Irresistible outside . . .
Subtly flattering, restful and inviting inside
. . . That is the power of light . . .

Agnes Whalen has resigned from the local Imperial exchange to rejoin the offices
of Phil Smith, New York and New England chain operative.
Edward Rosenbaum, local Columbia exploiteer, is seeking far horizons on a cruise
to Jamaica after having closed “Lost
Horizon,” roadshowing at the Shubert.
Morris Greene, local theatre man,
been ill with a cold.

Shine
nd o w n 7

Are you drawing the patrons to your boxoffice — or do they cross the street because
it's brighter there —

has

The daughter of A. C. Kilpatrick of the
Levenson circuit has been ill at the Phillips House.

Harness Light and Let It Pull for YOU.

Norman Wolf, son of M. M. Wolf of
M-G-M, was confirmed last week Sunday
at Temple Israel.
Louis Gordon, New England circuit owner, has purchased the property of the
Satuit Playhouse. The theatre, managed
by Nat Hochberg, suffered heavy fire damage several Mondays ago.
Mooselookmeguntic is the name of the
lake from which Louis Boas, Herman Rifkin and several other local film men extracted several salmon last week. The piscatorial pursuers stayed at the Mooselookmeguntic House at Mooselookmeguntic, Me.
The salmon, too, proved quite some mouthfuls.
A Providence film group is planning to
cast over Granite State waters soon.

See NATIONAL
Complete

The Boston Friars Club closed its rooms
last Tuesday evening in respect to Jack
McGann, deceased member and city salesman for Warner Bros.
Mirrophonic sound has been installed in
the Morton, M. and P. Theatres Corp.
house in Dorchester.
Bernard N. Levin, Columbia accessory
department assistant, has moved from 111
(Continued on next page)
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Police Displeased by

from preceding page)

(Continued

"Spain in Flames"

St., Roxbury, to 30 Littell Road,

Providence,

R.

I. — “Spain

in

Flames,” newsreel compilation of the
Spanish civil war by Soviet cameramen, has been banned by the police

Fred Sharby, New Hampshire theatre
man and operator of the Scenic in Keene,
was in the district Tuesday.

here
with
film
cities

Marie Lambin has taken advantage of
her annual M-G-M vacation to see the
Bermuda moon on her honeymoon.

Gerson

Nadell

has

been

promoted

from

the position of chief -of -staff at the M. and
P. Theatres Corp. Allston Theatre in suburban Boston to the assistant managership
of the Criterion in Roxbury.

William Marshall has joined the booking department of Columbia in ‘Boston.
Marshall replaces Marion McDermott who

of theforLoew
jyjANAGER
Poli has Matt
coinedSaunders
a new word
the
theatrical profession, “showmanize.”
Mr.
from

and

Mrs.

Charles

Levine

are back

a trip to Florida.

Members of the Bridgeport Bar Ass’n
were guests of Morris Rosenthal at the
Majestic for "The Servant of the People.”

Local movie columnists are now referring to “Otto” Esposito, Loew press head

given at the 'Boston Opera House last Sunday evening.
Harry Smith, district manager for the
theatre circuit controlled by Sam and Nathen Goldstein, is reported regaining his
health swiftly following an operation.

PROVIDENCE
(Continued

from page 86)

launched a series of “Request Nights,” inviting patrons to submit suggestions on
former releases they'd like to see again:
then booking Tuesday and Wednesday
shows from the list of films asked for.

Take it for what it’s worth, but Tom Mix
told newspaper interviewers at Fall River,
when he played that Massachusetts city
May 20, that he isn’t washed up with films
but is planning to face the cameras again
when the circus closes its tour.
Woonsocket police commissioners have
refused to grant permits for carnivals to
play that city this summer, even under
local sponsorship. American Legion tried
to get the ban rescinded but failed.

George Holland was in town May 22
making the rounds f'f the newspapers under guidance of Manager Bill Brown of the
RKO-Albee planting publicity and effecting tieups for “Toast of New York.”

90

Loew

offices on the third floor are
inter-office

Philco

Knitting Mills will supply all the

here, as “Tarsan.”
Fredric
Town

March

has

been

named

by the

of Westport as one of the defendants in a
foreclosure action brought

against property in Bayberry Lane, Westport, for unpaid taxes. March holds a
second
erty.

mortgage

of $5,000

on

the prop-

Frederick H. Russell, night editor of the
Telegram,

is doing

film reviews

absence of Humphrey

during the

Doulens.

HAROLD BREWSTER IS
NEW U COMPTROLLER
Hollywood

—

Harold

S.

Brewster

has

taken over the reins of comptroller of Universal. He was appointed last week by
J. Cheever Cowdin, chairman of the board,
and succeeds R. W. Allison, acting comptroller, who remains as assistant and chief
statistician.
Brewster was previously in charge of motion picture clients for an accounting firm.
JOHN
Boston — John

BISHOP

DIES

Bishop,

veteran

Maine

theatre man, died at North Windham at
the age of 78. He operated houses at Old
Orchard and elsewhere in the state.
NEW
New

LONDON

HARBOR

London — The

BUSY

harbor

SPOT

is a busy

place

these days as Lloyd Bacon, Warner director, takes shots of boats and sailors for his
new

beginning May 24. Cash prizes are offered and the winner. Miss Gloye, will be
entered in the Miss Connecticut contest.
Similar series are being planned for the
Poli, Waterbury, and Palace, Hartford.
Earl Wright of Fox on the June speaker
list for the Saybrook and Essex Rotary
Club

Nathan Yamins, Allied head and Fall
River cham owner, was in Boston Tuesday.

Thomas D. Senna jr., Boston representative of the American Federation of Actors, was in charge of the third annual
benefit of the organization which was

The

bathing suits, pick the models, and advertise the Bathing Beauty and Perfect Form
Contest series at the Globe, Bridgeport,

recently resigned as bookers’ stenographer.

Marion Cassidy has resigned as secretary to George Kraska, operator of the
Fine Arts, to assume a civil service job.

of the Cameo, Hartford, is reported to be
completing negotiations for the operation
of two theatres in Pennsylvania.

Hankin

Loew theatre managers will meet at the
Pine Brook Country Club in Nichols early
in July.

Nat Ross, also known as “One-Shot,” has
been assigned the Maine sales territory by
District Manager John Scully of Grand
National.

from page 86)

710W hooked up for
phone communication.

on the grounds that it “reeks
Communistic propaganda.” The
has been banned in numerous
and in Pennsylvania and Ohio.

Eleanor O’Hearn is back at her Columbia desk after being ill for a few days.

Abe Goodside, theatre operative in Portland. and W. D. Lord, exhibitor from Calais, were two Maine chain operatives in
Boston Tuesday.

HAVEN

picture, “Submarine

on his favorite subject, “The

of Film

History

Distribution.”

License plate E W 8 stands for Emanuel
Warrenoff, Metro salesman . . . Roy Heffner, of Specialty Pictures and Bank Night,
came in from Boston for a visit on Filmrow . . . Maurice Bailey has applied for
modification of the zoning ordinance to
permit him to bring a portion of the rear
wall of his proposed new theatre on Whalley Ave. to within three feet of ’Valley St.,
a little-used street . . . Harold Tabackman
has remodeled the front of his Bostwick
Theatre, Bridgeport . . . Adolph Johnson
is handling Whirlwind, a new game similar to Ten-O-Win.
Plenty of excitement around the Grand
National office in anticipation of the sight
of that $1,000 in cash for first place in
the natiojial drive.

The real GN optimist of the cross country
trek was I. Levine from New Haven. He
got up before daybreak just after entering California in order to see the wonderful sunrise about which the local chamber of commerce is so proud. He missed
it, which

is quite “unusual.”

Loew’s Moviegoer goes into Hartford in
July, with Abe Mattes rounding up the
advertising.
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DfflDX OF Bins AS WINDOP NEABS
Cleveland Exchange
Workers Chartered
Cleveland — Charter

B 5 of the lATSE

of

the American Federation of Labor is the
title of the new charter issued to local
shippers, inspectors and poster clerks who
are 100 per cent unionized in this city.
Officers of the new union chapter were
elected and bylaws drafted at a recent
meeting, but details are being withheld
until both have been properly passed on
and duly approved by the lA.
No

Theatre

Employes

ORGAmzAXiON

Victor Wellman, acting business agent of
the local operators’ union, says that so far
as he knows, no discussions have been held
to date between union and distributor representatives to discuss the proposed new
wage scale for shippers, inspectors and
poster clerks.
Asked whether there is any move on in
Cleveland to unionize theatre employes
Wellman said “while I have read of such
moves being made in other territories, I
have no knowledge of any similar action
being taken in the Greater Cleveland
area.”

NO VOLUNTARY HIKE
ON TICKET ROLLS
Detroit

—

All

local

supply

dealers,

through Boxoffice, this week made it definite that they had not voluntarily hiked
prices on 2,000 ticket rolls from 40 to 50
cents. “We have been selling the tickets
at 40 cents for the last two months,” said
one dealer, “and all that time the manufacturers have had the price upped on us.
Now that we have no supply whatever left,
it is imperative for us to get the added ten
cents.
VARIETY

WILL TALK

Detroit — The

matter

REMODELING
of remodeling

of

the club rooms will be the main topic for
discussion at the last meeting before the
summer season of the Variety Club next
Monday, June 7, at the Book-Cadillac.

Taxes, Construction, Ads
and Censorship Tempt
Mich. Legislators

Legislature Postpones
Adjournment
Lansing,

Mich. — So crowded

is the

By GENE

legislative docket of the Michigan
legislature here that present indications are that the session will close
one month later than expected. It is
not expected to adjourn now until
July 1.

HIGHER

CENSOR

POST
Kollar, who

Succeeds

10%

Frahm

Kollar

imately 20 Abolish
cents.”

Would

Comment

ELSIE

LOEB,

12805

KLINGENSMITH.
D. RICH,
HYDE,

2425

127

Tax

Advertising

Films

Another bill introduced is that by Representative Glass of Grand Rapids, which
would abolish all advertising films from
the screens of Michigan theatres, except
those used as trailers on coming attractions. This would cut considerable revenue from numerous theatres not only in
Detroit but also throughout the state who
use Alexander films and other such plans
of their own.
Still another bill introduced is the one
making it mandatory for all theatres in
the state to have concrete stairs and floors
after September 1 of this year. Theatre
(Continued on page 97)

Neal also complained he had been in
the department longer than Kollar. Superintendent ofPolice Fred Frahm had no
comment to make except to remark that
“no policeman is going to tell us how to
run our affairs.”
No successor has been named as yet in
Neal’s post. Neal, who has a marvelous
tenor voice, has intimated he may seek an
operatic career.

MIDEAST EDITION Is One of the Seven Sectional Editions
in Which BOXOFFICE Is Published Weekly. The Other
Six Editions Are; NEW ENGLAND, CENTRAL, MIDWEST,
WESTERN, SOUTHERN, EASTERN.

Admission

“This figure would dwindle to one-third
that amount,” said H. M. Richey, general
manager of Allied, this week as he joined
forces with other industry groups opposing the bill. “And that amount would become still less after the many administrative costs were deducted. This tax can’t
pass because it would become a tax on the
pennies of children and on the masses who
can least afford to pay it as the average
theatre admission in Michigan is approx-

Succeeding Kollar will be Sergt. Charles
Snyder, who has been assistant to the new
censor head. Snyder will remain at the
film building censors’ offices, previewing
all pictures screened by Max Blumenthal.
Edgar Neal, chief assistant theatre censor, resigned in a huff last Monday upon
learning that Kollar had received the appointment as Potter’s successor. In resigning Neal said that “there is no future
in the police department, especially when
the chief assistant does not get the appointment when the censor resigns.”
Little

exhibi-

The latest is the 10 per cent tax on
amusement admissions introduced by Representative Stout of Ionia in the house.
The bill would provide for a regular 10
per cent tax in addition to the federal
tax on all admissions. Stout estimated
that his bill would bring the state an additional annual revenue of between $4,000,000 and $5,000,000.

has

been police film censor the last two years,
has been promoted to the post of police
theatre censor, recently vacated by Lieut.
Lester Potter, who resigned after 27 years’
service. His appointment becomes effective June 1.
Kollar will be in charge of all censorship activities of the Detroit police department, with offices at police headquarters. It is expected he may be granted a
lieutenancy within a few months.
Snyder

when

tors here were congratulating themselves
on the absence of adverse legislation being
introduced into the state legislature this
year and with only a few weeks left to
this session, a veritable avalanche has
descended from Lansing in the many bills
introduced the last few weeks. However,
due to the organized industry forces at
work, there is not much possibility of any
of the measures becoming laws.

FOR JOSEPH KOLLAR
Detroit — Sergt. Joseph

RICH

Detroit — Just at the time

Cedar

1701

Cass

Tremont

Ave.,

Blvd.

Hoad,

Cleveland

of

Allies,

Detroit,

St., Ft.

the

Mich.,

Thomas.

Phone

Ky.,

Heights,

Pittsburgh,
Randolph

Phone

Ohio.
Pa.

7978.

Highland

R.

F.

EUGENE
CLARA

1667.

PENN. SENATE OKAYS CHAIN TH
Assessment of Theatres Is
Included in Much
Debated Bill
Pittsburgh

—

The

in-again

out-again

amendment to the chain store tax bill,
referring to theatres, debated for several
days by the Pennsylvania legislature’s
senate-house compromise committee, was
reported as originally passed by the senate, with chain theatres included as tax
subjects, as the general assembly prepared
to adjourn.
Although not passed at press time, there
was some belief that inclusion of theatres
under provisions of the tax bill, estimated
to yield $1,500,000 a year for increasing
the pay of teachers in fourth class districts, would cause its constitutionality to
be tested in the courts. All differences
were dissolved by the committee when a
satisfactory understanding could not be
reached and rather than allowing the
measure to die in committee the senate
version of the Patterson-Stank chain store
tax bill, including theatres, was reported
to the floor.
Constitutionality

Upheld

Dispute over the specific inclusion of
chain theatres in the tax was one of the
regular session’s outstanding legislative
fights, and it had been generally believed
in the trade that the amendment bringing
theatres within the scope of the act would
be dropped.
Pennsylvania’s attorney general has considered the chain store tax bill constitutional, similar laws having been upheld
for West Virginia and Louisiana recently.
Sunday

Movie

Amendment

ok’d

Amendment to the Sunday movie act of
1935 was passed finally in the Pennsylvania
senate by a vote of 26 to 18, thus paving
the way for Sunday movie referendums in
those communities where the issue was defeated in 1935. Enacted by the legislature,
but still unsigned by the governor at press
time, the act sets aside the five-year clause
for this year (1937) only to permit a special election in communities where Sunday
movies were defeated. The special referendum is to be taken at the primary (September) election instead of the general
I November) election.
Where Sunday movies were legalized by
referendum in 1935 the original law is in
force, and no special referendum is provided for these communities under the terms
of the amendment act.
No Amusement Tax Passage
The Pennsylvania legislature did not reenact the amusement tax act, this being
the only nuisance tax which was not reenacted, as was formerly reported on these
pages.
Committees reported to the floor of the
house bills designed to legalize Sunday
hockey games and Sunday vaudeville in
theatres now showing Sunday movies. A
bill re-enacting and clarifying the Sunday
music law also was reported.
Representative Samuel A. Weiss, Glassport, introduced a resolution urging Governor H. Earle to appoint a commission to
investigate illegal pari-mutuel gambling on
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Hears! Paper Balks at
Russian Films
Detroit — No

reviews

on

J^ENE GERMAN! opened his newly-built
Majestic Theatre at Monroe last Thursday night. The new house, 450 seats, replaces the one that was destroyed by fire.

Russian

pictures will be permitted on the
movie page of the Detroit Times, according to a new ruling of the Hearst
paper here.
The ruling affects directly the
Cinema Theatre here, which has been
running many Soviet films this year.
It is understood this ban is now in
effect on all Hearst newspapers
throughout the country, including
the New York American.

Sandy Sandelman, M-G-M city salesman, is proudly displaying the Clark Gable
golf trophy he won during the golf tourney held on the coast as part of the recent
co7ivention.
E. W. G. Wieselmann, exhibitor from
Liman and Palisades, Colo., visited the local RKO exchanges last week, while vacationing here. He drove back a new LaSalle automobile.

RECORD TURNOUT FOR
KELLENBERG DINNER
Clarksburg,

W.

Va. — Among

those

at-

tending the testimonial dinner in honor of
C. C. Kellenberg Tuesday evening at the
Waldo Hotel here were:
From
Western
Pennsylvania: A1 Weiss, L,ou
Fordan, McKeesport; Harry Walker, Grafton; Harry liachiele, Sharpsburg; Peter Profili, Vestaburg;
Joe Mazzei. Belle Vernon; Guy V. Ida, McDonald;
Theodore
Mikalow’Sky. C. E. West. Masontown;
Larry Puglia, Waynesburg;
William
R. Brown,
Tarenturn; Edgar
Moss, Philadelphia; Ira H.
H. Cohn, A. W. McCormick.
Bob Freeman, Sid
Jacobs, Charles L. Dortic, Robert F. Klingensmith, Dave Selznick, W^illiam Liebler, Carl Poke,
Raymond
Poke, Dave Baker, Charles Kosco, Jack
Mundstak, Bob Dunbar, Dick Lange, Joe Minsky,
Dave Rosenfeld, Ike Sweeney, Mark Goldman, E.
B. Morton, Newton
Williams, Peter Alderman,
burgh. England
Mort

and

E.

S.

“Jim”

Thorpe,

of

Pitts-

From
West
Virginia; Jack
Marks.
Richard
Marks, Joe Feeney, Harry
Gantz, Dick Myers,
R. S. Cropp, Boyd Patterson, Ray Garvin, William
Nusbaum, William Caplan, Charles W. Furbee, C.
R. Gilbert, C. H. Bishop, George Davisson, Aaron
Winer, H. G. Rhawn, editor of “Exponent,” Wilbur M. Swiger, editor of “Telegram,” Ray
W.
Garvin. “Exponent.” Mike Layman,
“WBLK,”
all
of Clarksburg; Sol Goldberg, Bon Brown, Elkins;
Bill Pritchard, Dick Curtis, Weston; Charles Andei’son, Kingwood; Dr. C. P, Church and brother,
Mannington;
Bill Heaton, Pennsboro; Joe Raad,
Salem; Ike Peters, Shinnston; N. G. Anas, Weirton; George Sallows, George Comuntzis, Morgantown; Garland West. Buckhannon;
Charles E.
Warner. Bridgeport; Dick Kemper. Wheeling; V.
C. Willhide, Crafton; Fuzzy Knight, Fairmont.

Hunt

jr.,

have

Lee Carrow and Eddie Murphy are
among those who have recently purchased
new Pontiacs from George Davidson, formerly in the film industry here. George
is associated with Charlie Davie, also a
well-known figure here many years ago,
having been connected with Universal.
Helen Chandler and Rex Ingram are
among the Hollywood residents appearing
currently in the Ann Arbor Dramatic Festival at the University of Michigan.
Sam Ackerman of the Eastside Theatre
is now a proud grandpa. His daughter
recently gave birth to a baby girl.
Wade Allen will close the Grand Victory
Theatre which he just obtained from Ben
Cohen this summer for remodeling.
All local houses ran special trailers on
the annual Poppy Drive held yesterday.
Elliott S. Kinney,

formerly

here, is the proud “papa”

with Allied

of a baby son.

Art Robinson has donated two dozen
cocktail glasses to the Variety Club.

A Derby Scoop
Louisville — George

Ned Weitzman and Louis Goodman
taken over the Medbury Theatre.

of

Louis-

ville is a scooper in again. Within two
minutes after the Kentucky Derby was
over, the winner was announced on Loew’s
State Theatre screen. He had a clipping
of last year’s Derby winner ready so that
the minute the winner was announced, this
film was flashed on the screen, and by the
time it was completed he had a slide announcing War Admiral as the winner of
the 1937 Derby.
horse races and dog races in Pennsylvania.
Both the horse and dog racing bills were
defeated in this regular session of the
legislature.
McCreesh senate bill which would give
additional power to the board of censors,
passed the senate by a vote of 42-0, and
was in the house early this week (H2303).
Bills designed to prohibit blind booking,
block booking and designation of playdates
were in senate committee as the final
hours of the session approached.

Jack Waugh announces two new RCA
sound sales recently: To Wade Allen for
his Grand Victory Theatre and to Jerry
Schneider for the Stratford Theatre. Both
will be equipped with the new cellular high
fidelity speaker.
Cully Buermele is hard at work on the
initial Variety Club golf tournament to be
held June 22 at Meadowbrook.
(Continued on page 97)
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Cleveland Prepares Gala
Fete for I. J. Schmertz

gAM REICHBLUM is making big preparations to enlarge and remodel his
Columbia Theatre at East Liverpool. He
has acquired the adjoining store room and
will add 200 seats to his present 400 seating capacity. Work will be done in June
with a temporary closing of the house.

Cleveland — All of the success

Nat L. Lefton, Republic franchise owner,
and S. P. Gorrel, sales manager, spent most
of the week in Cincinnati and the southern territory.

CLEVE. CONTINGENT
WILL ATTEND ALLIED

M. Belloni of the Brewster Theatre,
Brewster, was one of few out-of-town visitors to Pilmrow last week. Samuel D.
Shia jr., of the Old Trail, Saint Clairsville,
was also spotted along the Row. Then

Cleveland— About

25 Cleveland

exhibi-

^

tors will attend the national Allied convention in Milwaukee, according to present

colony
whose record reads
like a wood
typical
scenario. HollyOn June 28, at the
Beechmont Country
Club, the many
friends of Isidore J.
Schmertz, branch
manager of the local

<

plans.
Among those who have signified their
intentions of being present at the conclave
are:

there were the “regulars” including Joseph
Walter Trunk of Youngstov/n, and the
Akron contingent including Max Pederhar,
Maurice Levin and R. E. Paulus.

M. B. Horwitz of the Washington circuit; Henry Greenberger, Community circuit theatres; J. D. Kalafat, Associated
theatres; Harry Horwitz, Olympia and New
Broadway; Jack Shulman, Metropolitan,
Cleveland; Utopia, Painesville and Lyric,
Pairport Harbor; Oscar Stotter and Morris
Berkowitz of the Ritz and Ambassador
Amusement companies, George W. Erdmann, secretary, and Ernest Schwartz,
president of the Cleveland MPEA.

Col. Harry E. Long, Loew district manager who doubles as commander of the
Variety American Legion Post No. 313, says
that one of the Post’s activities is to send
a Cleveland boy to camp for the summer.
The Showmen’s Club composed of theatre managers and representatives of allied
arts celebrated its recent reorganization
last Wednesday with a buffet luncheon in
its Film Bldg, club rooms . . . A1 Shulman
plans to close the Penn Square Theatre,
Cleveland, about the middle of June for the
summer months, reopening in the fall with
a continuation of his foreign film policy.

I. J. Schmertz

20th Century-Pox exchange, will tender
him a testimonial dinner celebrating his
30 consecutive years of service to the Fox
Film Corp., its immediate predecessors and
the present 20th Century-Pox Corp.
has Mr. Schmertz been conNot only
nected with the Pox organization for 30
years without intermission, but his first
job
sents.was with the company he now repre-

Soltz Succeeds Kiefer
Pittsburgh — R.

Soltz

has

stories in

the motion picture industry are not on the
screen. Some of them actually occur, and
Cleveland is now preparing to celebrate
the success of one of

purchased

In 1907 when Mr. Schmertz was only 16
years old, he got a job as office boy to

Charles Kiefer’s interest in the American
Poster Supply Co., having assumed active
interest this week.

(Continued

on next page'
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projector repairs

now available to exhibitors at a discount of
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for quick delivery.
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Wisper - Wetsman Start
Building Twelfth Theatre
Detroit — Wisper

and

Wetsman

Paul
Yale,

Building

at Yale

Mich. — Howard

R. Paul, operator

of the Romeo Theatre, Romeo, Mich., has
begun construction of a new modem 400seat theatre here, which is expected to be
ready for opening by September 1.
The house will be one of the most modern smalltown theatres in Michigan when
completed. The latest sound and air conditioning systems will also be installed.
900-Seater
Mt.

Pleasant,

for Mt.

has

been

broken for a new 900-seat theatre to be
operated by G. A. and Lee Ward, who also
operate the Broadway Theatre here. The
new house, which will have a stage available for vaudeville attractions, will be
called the Ward Theatre.
Bennett & Straight of Dearborn, Mich.,
are architects for the Ward, which will
have 700 seats on the ground floor and
200 on the mezzanine. Latest sound and a
complete air-conditioning system will be
installed.
The Wards will completely renovate the
Broadway, following the opening of the
Ward, which is expected to be ready for
opening by July 15.
Both houses will be first runs.
Withers
Saginaw,

Expands

Mich. — A

in Saginaw
new

theatre,

500

seats, is being constructed here by Fred
Withers. Withers is now operating the
Janes Theatre. The new house has not
yet been named.

Carrow Finishing House
Detroit — Ed

Carrow,

local

exhibitor,

who was married last week to Miss Mary
Anne Ballott, is celebrating his honeymoon supervising the finishing touches on
the 350-seat house he is erecting at South
Lyons, Mich. The house will be ready for
the summer tourist trade. Mr. and Mrs.
Carrow will reside for the summ 'r at Silver Lake, where they have taken a cottage.
VALLEY
Valley

HEAD

THEATRE

OPENED

Head, W. Va. — Newly-constructed

Valley Head Theatre was opened last Saturday. R. S. Summerson, Durbin, W. Va.,
exhibitor, is operator of the new house.
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William Fox, who, with a force of six people, was operating the Greater New York
Film Exchange, distributing only in the
Greater New York area. Within a few
years, the business expanded and Greater
New York Film Exchanges established offices in Syracuse, Buffalo, Cleveland and
Cincinnati.
Five years from the time Schmertz entered the employ of William Fox as office
boy he occupied the chair of sales manager of the New York office. When William Fox sold his established exchanges to
General Film Company and formed Box
Office Attractions, Schmertz stayed with
Fox and kept the same job as New York
sales manager for the new firm.
New

York

Manager

10 Years

When William Fox converted Box Office
Attractions with its five branch offices

Pleasant

Mich. — Ground

Will Fete Schmertz
(Continued

into the Fox Film Corporation with branches from coast to coast, Schmertz still
continued to be manager of the New York
office, a position he held for ten years.
His New York managership of the three
Fox affiliated distributing companies extended from 1913 to 1923. In that year he
went to Albany to open another branch
and stayed in Albany for six years, until
1929, when he came to Cleveland where
it is hoped, he will remain many more
years.
During his eight years in Cleveland, Mr.
Schmertz has taken an active part in civic
as well as theatrical enterprises. He is a
past president of the Variety Club and is
a member of the Beechmont Country Club.
It is the Beechmont Country Club which
will be the scene of the testimonial dinner,
under the supervision and direction of M.
B. Horwitz and Jack Shulman at which his
many
record.

friends within and outside the industry will celebrate a seldom-attained

Congratulations, Mr. Schmertz.
gratulations 20th Century-Fox.

Con-

DETROIT'S ART FILM
HOUSE WILL CLOSE
Detroit — After

a

season

of

pany’s Los Angeles convention the winner
of a diamond pin, indicating a fine increased sale of product. Dave Barnholz,
Lou Hess, Si Feld and Tom Twigg, sales
representatives, were other local delegates
to the New Universal convention.
George Elmo, local Paramount sales representative, was back on the job this week
after a two-week vacation enjoyed in Cuba.
Vrought with him an A-1 sun tan, plus a
new mustache.

Theatres

will start active construction on their
twelfth theatre here this week when ground
is broken for the Harper Theatre, to be
built at Lakewood and Harper. The 1,700seat house is expected to be ready for formal opening some time in September.
Work is continuing gradually on the Circle Theatre being constructed on West
Warren by Joe Stoia and John Miskinis.
Recent labor troubles have been impeding progress on the work. However, it is
expected to be opened by August 15.

J R. Kaufman,
NewthisUniversal
branchhis manager, returned
week from
com-

Martin J. Shearan, of the local Warner
Bros, advertising and publicity department,
has oeen named as assistant manager of
the Regent Theatre, East Liberty. Larry
Leonardi, Enright usher, succeeds Shearan
at the office post.
The Claude Robinsons have moved into
their fine summer home at Lake Floyd, a
few miles out pf Clarksburg, W. Va., where
the veteran showman presides at the Robinson’s Grand Theatre. Upon visiting him
last week we learned that he was purchasing 400 yards of carpet for the Grand and
that he was preparing to vacation this
week in New York.
Variety Club’s first family night at the
new rooms in the William Penn Hotel will
be June 11.
Before departing for the Republic convention in Hollywood, Sam Fineberg was
the guest of the local Republic gang at a
special party tossed in his honor. A fine
traveling case was presented to him for
Mrs. Fineberg who accompanied the local
Republic representative. The party also
honored Mary Jane Thomas, who was
observing a birthday.
John H. Harris and John McGreevy were
in New York last week negotiating new film
deals for the Harris houses . . . John Lund
was surprised this week when an insurance
company paid off on a fire damage of over
a year ago at his Marrianna theatre. He
had believed that booth fires were not coverd. . . The Dick Lange family has moved
into the popular RKO salesman’s newly
constructed home here, which has giver
C. C. Kellenberg (20th-Fox) an idea.
Strawberry festivals are real opposition
to West Virginia exhibitors these days,
outranking circus exhibitions and all other
outdoor shows which are taxed by state
and city. Garland West, Buckhannon
showman, states that the June 3-4 event
(Continued on page 96)

DRAPES

STAGE

CURTAINS

successful

operation as a foreign film house, the
Cinema Theatre will close next week for
the summer. Ira Kaplan of New York,
operator of the theatre, will operate the
house again next fall, the opening to come
shortly after September 1.
Numerous exhibitors have attempted to
operate the Cinema under various names
and policies in the last two years. It remained for Kaplan and his brother, A. T.
Kaplan, to place the house on a profitable operating basis.

Designed and Manufactured
in Our Own Factory

American Theatrical
Valance Co.
900 FIFTH AVENUE
COurt 9723
PITTSBURGH, PA.
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CIMCIMMATII
PXHIBITORS from all over the mid-east
territory turned out in full force for
Queen City Variety Club’s annual charity
dance. Phil Chakeres brought a crowd of
twenty from Springfield. Mr. and Mrs.
Roy Letsinger were in from Amherstdale,
guests of Charley Palmer and both Roy
and Mary were royally welcomed; Bill
Settos, also from Springfield, came with a
party of friends and Knox Strachan was
seen, from Portsmouth: UA had their own
table for their staff and friends with Max
Stahl as host. Col. Arthur Frudenfeld of
RKO Theatres supplied the floor show and
Col. Pop Wessel presided over the festivities.
Bill Onie of Monogram has leased new
offices at 1634 Central Parkway, on Filmrow and will take over the new quarters
June 1. Onie has engaged his personnel
and Stanley Hecker, for 17 years with
Warner, will assume office management
and also serve as hooker. Jack Cohen and
Eddie Sojiz are added to the sales staff and
Miss M. Eckstein is the new bookkeeper.

Monogram has contracted for distribution in W. Va., only, 8 Tom Keenes, 8 Tom
Tylers, 4 Chesterfield pictures and 2 serials.

lATSE in Pittsburgh
Organizing Theatre Help
Pittsburgh — With

Elkins Exhibitors Face
Charges
Elkins,

W.

Va. — Sol

and

Goldberg, operators of the
Theatre here, were indicted
on a charge of violation of
lottery laws as the result
Night operations.
Goldberg
rant several
preliminary
would make

Martha

Roosevelt
last week
the state
of Bank

Marino

was served with a warweeks ago and he waived
hearing. He asserted he
a test case of the charge.

VARIETY CLUB GOLF
TOURNEY JUNE 21
Cleveland — Members

of

the

Cleveland

Mrs. Chris Davie, wife of Chris Davie of
the Davie circuit, is recuperating at Grant
Hospital, Columbus, after her major operation.

Variety Club are being duly warned to take
their golf sticks out of camphor and do a
bit of practicing in anticipation of the first
Variety Club golf tournament of the season
to be held at the Beechmont Club on Monday, June 21.
Henry Greenberger is chairman of the
committee on arrangements. He is assisted
by Jack Shulman, P. E. Essick and Eddie
Johnson. The committee announces that
in addition to golf during the day, the program also includes dinner and evening entertainment.

R. V. Hobbs of the Crescent Amusement
Co. is reported to have taken over the
Masonic Theatre at Elizabethtown, Ky.

IN WARNER'S
FOUR PORTABLE
CIRCUIT

Maury White, of the White-Libson interests, is confined in the Jewish Hospital,
ati, for a short rest and observaCincinn
tion.
Correction: The Schine Circuit will not
build a new house in Wapakoneta, Ohio,
as previously reported in this column,

Warner’s Lenore Schmidt staged a farewell party to Stanley Hecker, and the entire office force attended. Hecker was presented with a handsome Masonic charm.
Pop Wessel and Mike Spanagel were also
present.
Alec Booth of the Strand Theatre, Kenova, has reconditioned his public swimming pool, badly damaged by the flood
and is reopening it at an early date.
Milt Gurien of UA returned from a rest
at Hot Springs and promptly contracted
a severe case of measles.
Jack Hunter, Paramount Toronto manager, is confined to the Miami Hospital,
Dayton, Ohio, suffering from a sudden attack of arthritis.
The Mayfair, Cincinnati’s downtown
little theatre, has closed for the summer
season.
Lee Goldberg of Big Features returned
from New York City with a number of
contracts in his pocket. He also took over
the franchise for the new Maurice Conn
pictures for Ohio, Kentucky, Indiana and
some for Tennessee, which latter state is
now being served from the Cincy office.
BOXOFFICE
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Bridgeport,

W.

Va. — Charles

the completion

of the

drive to unionize exchange workers here,
the lATSE is now busy lining up minor
theatre employes for a new union group.
Film Exchange Employes Local Union B
11 has been granted its charter by the
lATSE, affiliated with the AFL.

E. Warner

of Bridgeport, operating a portable circuit,
is being kept busy these days with four
units. In addition to his local theatre,
Warner has theatres at Galloway, Flemington and Jane Lew.
The independent exhibitor operates a
small truck in carrying his sound equipment and film from town to town.

Heads

Exchange

Local

Officers have been elected as follows:
Angelo Marino (New Universal), president;
Frank Ray (RKO), vice-president; Mary
Fleigel (RKO), recording secretary; Alfred Kuhn (Warner Bros.), financial secretary; Norman Barnett (New Universal),
sergeant-at-arms; William Hackett (Warner Bros.), Orlando J. Boyle (Paramount),
and Mary Benitz (RKO) , trustees.
Members of the general wage-scale committee are Angelo Marino, Mary Fleigel,
both officers of the union, and Helen Schu
(20th-Fox), Ed. “Bud” Farrell (M-G-M),
and Fred Hart (GN). Exchange classifications have been established by the union
and demands were presented this week, but
they were unannounced for publication.
Lawrence J. Katz, business agent for
Moving Picture Machine Operators’ Union
Local No. 171, lATSE, organized the Pittsburgh exchange employes’ group.
This week Katz is devoting much of his
time to the organizing of minor theatre
workers, such as ushers, cleaners and
front-of-the-house employes. A charter
will be applied for within the next two
weeks.

Galanis Opens in Erie
Erie, Pa. — Aris Theatre

has been

opened

by Marik Galanis, with Grant Harmon
serving as manager. House was formerly
operated by V. C. Wechsler, who continues
in exhibition at the Colonial Theatre, Harmon formerly operated the Princess here
and more recently was manager of the
Palace Theatre.
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A. L. KOONTZ'S PLANS
TO BUILD APPROVED
New

Martinsville,

W.

Va. — Dr.

A.

(Continued
L.

Koontz, exhibitor here for nearly a quarter
of a century, a partner with Bert Muhlman of Columbia, Ohio, as owner and
operator of the Lincoln Theatre, has had
plans approved by the state department
for the construction of a new 400 seat
theatre to be located within a block of the
Lincoln.
Having experienced three disastrous
floods during the past 13 months, with
considerable damage at the Lincoln, and
with the new house also in the flood area,
a special fly roof has been included in the
design for the unnamed theatre, where
the screen, chair backs and seats and other
fixtures may be stored on short notice.
The new house, which will be under construction within the next two months, has
been planned by George H. Dieringer, New
Martinsville architect.
Dr. Koontz will install a complete new
modern front at the Lincoln Theatre during the summer.

from page 94)

at Buckhannon, has been injurious to his
business for some time. Strawberry festival includes parades, floats, musical programs, horse shows, coronation of a queen
loith Governor Homer A. Holt officiating.
V. C. Willhide has joined Les Bush’s
theatre organization at Crafton, W. Va. . . .
Misv Emily Rosky of Lipman Engineering
Co. attended a Temple University reunion
in Philadelphia over the week-end.
Dick Hartman’s Tennessee Ramblers will
play local theatres in the near future. Since
making the rounds here several years ago
this fine musical act has gained a nationwide radio audience and Dicks’ boys have
appeared with Gene Autry in two Republic
pictures, “Ride, Ranger, Ride’’ and “Yodeling Kid From Pine Ridge.” They xvill appear m three more Autry pictures for the
new season.

man-

Clarence Eiseman, UA branch manager,
is hard at work again after a two-week
holiday spent in Atlantic City . . . The
E. B. Mortons celebrate their 31st wedding
anniversary on June 4. Congrats! . . .
Ralph Berwald, Paramount traveling auditor, was here on duty this week.

ager; Art Knapp, Eddie Wescott, and Roy
Carrow, salesmen; Leo Sanshie, head
booker; and Floyd Keilor, ad sales head;
were scheduled to leave Detroit Thursday
for the 20th Century-Fox convention on
the west coast next week.
Meanwhile, Universal and Grand National delegates are back this week from
their west coast confabs all enthused over

About a dozen golfers participated at the
C. C. Kellenberg tournament at the Clarksburg Couxitry Club which inaugurated the
“Kel” party that evening. Harry Walker,
Crafton and Sharpsburg exhibitor, ivas the
tournament winner, receiving a dozen golj
balls, and Newt Williams of National Theatre Supply Co., was awarded the booby

SALES CONVENTIONS
CHURN DETROIT ROW
Detroit — Lester

Sturm,

branch

next season’s product. Mannie Gottlieb,
branch manager, headed the Universal
contingent from here, which included Jack
Stewart, Bert Tighe and Herb Schilds.
Ralph Peckham, Grand National branch
manager here, was the only representative
from the local office to his company’s
meetings.
Sam Seplowin, franchise holder and
branch manager of Republic, was to leave
this week for his company’s
ing in Hollywood.

annual meet-

Bros,

SET

house

and

district managers will meet here in convention at the William Penn Hotel on June
2, the first such session in several years.
Harry M. Kalmine, zone manager, sent out
his call this week to representatives in
western Pennsylvania, West Virginia and
eastern Ohio.
Among the home office executives who
will be in attendance are Joseph Bernhard,
general manager; S. Charles Einfeld, vicepresident; Harry Goldberg, advertising
manager; Roy Haines, eastern and Canadian sales manager, and Robert Smeltzer,
who recently succeeded Benj. Kalmenson
as district manager.

Peters Plans Theatre
SisTERSviLLE,

W.

Va. — George

H.

Dier-

inger, Wheeling and New Martinsville
architect, has been commissioned to draw
plans for a new theatre which will be
erected by S. A. Peters, owner and operator of the Paramount Theatre here.
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Among visitors this week: W. A. Finney,
Loew district manager; Eddie Selzer, Warner publicity director; Jack Cohen, National Screen Service.

KALMENSON DINNER
TICKETS AVAILABLE
Pittsburgh — Tickets

WARNER THEATRE
CIRCUIT MEET
Pittsburgh — Warner

prize.

are

now

available

for the testimonial dinner which will be
staged in the William Penn Hotel on Friday evening, June 4, in honor of Benjamin
Kalmenson, who has assumed his new
duties as eastern district manager for
Warner Bros.
Harry A. Seed, local branch manager for
Warner Bros., is chairman in charge of the
Kalmenson dinner, with John H. Harris,
Harry M. Kalmine, Jules Lapidus, Arthur
H. Levy, David Kimelman, Clarence Eiseman, James G. Balmer and Joseph Feldman serving on the general committee.
Among the Warner Bros, executives who
will be in attendance at the affair are
Robert Smeltzer, former mid-Atlantic district manager who has succeeded Kalmenson in charge of the central district;
Roy Haines, former local branch manager
who is now in charge of eastern and Canadian sales; Carl Leserman, assistant general sales manager, and Gradwell L. Sears,
general sales manager.
Kalmenson, who formerly made his
headquarters at the local exchanges, is on
duty at the home office and he will return
here for the affair which has been planned
in his honor.

DID THIS EVER HAPPEN
TO YOU?
Detroit — Clare

Winnie,

operator

of the

Dix Theatre here is “regusted” with feminine film fans. Winnie advertised a new
giveaway recently for his theatre — “refrigerator boxes” — which every housewife
knows are small glass food containers for
refrigerators.
Imagine his surprise when one irate
woman handed back the box he had presented her, demanded her money back,
storming: “Why, imagine, you advertised
‘ice boxes’ and you give me this measly
little glass container.”
“Think of it,” Clare told us, “for a 20cent ticket she wanted a complete refrig-

STEINBERGS ANNEX
LOBBY DISPLAY LINE

erator.”

Pittsburgh — A.

&

S.

Steinberg,

local

theatre supply dealers, now located at 1705
Blvd. of the Allies, have taken over local
distribution of Vari-Kolor Mirro-Glass
photo lobby displays, manufactured by the
Elaine Electric Products Corp. of Minneapolis. M. M. Naftalin, president of this
company, was here this week to introduce
this master lobby piece.
The Steinbergs also announce the sale
of 725 theatre chairs to Guy and John
Oglietti for their Cosmorama Theatre,
Leechburg, Pa.; new booth equipment, including projectors and safety controls, and
silver screen to Herman Stahl for his Lyric,
Oil City, Pa.; complete cooling and heating
system to Peter Antonoplos for his Rivoli,
East Pittsburgh, Pa.

Barnesboro Repairs
Barnesboro,

Pa.— J. F.

Smith,

veteran

exhibitor here, announces that his Smith
Theatre will be extensively renovated. The
house will be closed for three days, and
will be reopened the first of July, according to Smith.

Brings New Color
Detroit — Norman

Carroll,

brother

of

Earl, of “Vanities” renown, was in the auto
city last week in the interest of a French
natural color photographic process. Carroll is interested in the American rights
of the process.
J. M. BOOTH
Mather,

WILL REOPEN

Pa. — Mather

MATHER

Theatre

will be re-

opened at an early date by J. M. Booth,
who has obtained a lease for the property.
Booth is the operator of the Ellsworth
Theatre, Ellsworth, Pa.
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DETROIT

Influx of Bills
(Continued from page 91)

(Continued from page 92)

interests are satisfied with the portion of
the measure making it necessary for all
new houses to be so equipped. However,
they object to the clauses necessitating
renovating of all theatres not so erected
at present.

Art Rowland, well-known vaudeville
booker here, and formerly operator of the
White Star Theatre, died last week.

Censorship

Bill

Opposed

Another is HB 17, which prohibits any
theatre owner, or any other amusement
center operator, from giving a pass to any
legislator, city, county, or state official.
The Detroit Free Press vigorously attacked the 10 per cent tax bill immediately after its introduction last week. “A
state amusement tax would be a distructive abuse,” wrote the paper, “it shouldn’t
be imposed . . . the state needs no taxation of any sort.”
The Michigan Catholic editorially attacked the proposed state censorship bill,
writing in part; “Rumor has it that the
Legion of Decency favors this measure.
This rumor is entirely unfounded. The
legion has consistently opposed governmental censorship.”
The film censorship bill is still before
the house, but this, as well as the many
other measures, will more than likely have
the axe fall on them even before they are
reported out of committees.
Dog
Lansing,

Racing

Bill

Mich.— After

Dies
an

intensive

week’s battle over votes, the Michigan state
senate finally has killed the proposed dogracing bill, the hottest issue to face it this
year. Two senators who previously had
voted for the bill, which provided for dog
racing, and pari-mutuel betting, switched
their votes in response to pressure from
all sides.

CARLOS MOORE JOINS
NSS IN PITTSBURGH
Pittsburgh — Carlos

Moore,

veteran

local

film man identified here a number of years
ago as manager for United Artists, arrived
here this week to assume special duties
with National Screen Service and National
Screen Accessories. Jack Judd remains as
local representative, covering a large area
around Pittsburgh. Moore’s territory will
be out of the city district.
Another NSS representative here this
week is Jack Marpole, who specializes in
the Ten-O-Win theatre contest game.

RECORD
FOR

MICH. HOOKUP
"MET

Detroit — More

than

IN PARIS"
a

million

potential

boxoffice patrons will hear the radio program to herald the opening of Paramount’s
“I Met Him in Paris,” at the Michigan
Theatre here, when the program is aired
over the biggest radio hookup in the history of Michigan exploitation Sunday, May
30. The program will tie up all five local
radio stations and all stations of the Michigan radio network.
The hookup has been arranged by
Robert M. Gillham, Paramount ad director
and United Detroit Theatre executives
here.
BOXOFnCE

Stephen Holander of Cleveland
new student booker at M-G-M.

is a

Ralph Peckham, en route to the Grand
Vegas’
to break
confab,Hetried
NationalCarlos.
Monte
failed
to showLasup in a
Perc Essick, Jim Scoville and Howard
Reif, prominent Cleveland motion picture pioneer exhibitors who own and
operate a circuit of six theatres in
Cleveland, Willoughby, Berea and Galion are confirmed landlubbers and
enthusiastic golfers, even though the
photographer
dio” boat.

caught them

in a “stu-

RIALTO DISTRIBUTES
TWO FOR IMPERIAL
Cleveland — Holbrook

C.

Bissell

and

Cornelius Linehan, franchise owners of
Imperial Pictures of northern Ohio, have
closed a deal with Rialto Productions for
territorial distribution of two pictures.
They are “What Price Vengeance,” costarring Wendy Barrie and Lyle Talbot,
and “Fury and the Woman,” with William
Gargan and Molly Lamont.
Both of the pictures are completed and
ready for delivery, Bissell reports.
Bissell further announces the release of
perial Pictures during 1937-38 as follows:

32

Im-

Six Showmen’s
Exploitation Specials titled “My
Wondering
Daughter,” “Beauty Racket, ” “Sophisticated Lady,” “Back
From
Reno,” “The Model
Murder”
and “Negligee.”
Ten Blue Ribbon Productions: “Honor
Among
Women.”
“Ski Girl,” “Penthouse Love,” “Night
of Crime,” “Petticoat Lane,” “Love Takes a Walk.”
“Murder in the Supreme Court,” “Bachelor Girl’s
Diary,” “No Longer His Woman”
and “Women
at Eight
Play.” Frontier Action Dramas: “South of Santa
Fe,” “Prairie Wagon,”
“We’ll Fight for Texas,”
“Desert
Scout,”
“Buckskin
Border
Fighter,”
“Shooting for Glory,” “Fighting Plainsman.”
Eight Musical Outdoors Attractions: “Cowboy
Cavalier,” “Six Gun
Courage,”
“The
Masked
Rider,” “Six Shooter Law,” “Law Man Prom Montana,” “Two Gun
Terror,” “Law
Comes
to the
Badlands” and “Wyoming
Wildcat.”

"LOST HORIZON" IS
BIG DETROIT DRAW
Detroit — A

near-capacity

audience

on the train following —
game volumes.
poker speaks
which
David H. Mulne of the local RKO branch
staff
has been transferred to the Omaha
exchange.

Tom Ealand obtained considerable
neighborhood goodwill with the showing
on the screen of his Ferndale Theatre of
pictures of the Michigan spelling bee
champion. The films were shot and titled
by Lloyd Hammond of Sho-Ali trailers.
Ed Auger of the home office staff of
RCA Photophone was a visitor at the local
office this week.

Gene Autry was the guest of honor at
the Variety Club’s weekly luncheon this
week. The Republic star was appearing on
the stage of the Fox Theatre.
Jack Waugh has sold RCA sound to Art
Robinson for his Buchanan Theatre.

A1 Morgan, who was company manager
for M-G-M’s “The Good Earth,” at the
Cass, has remained in the same capacity
for Columbia’s “Lost Horizon.”
Gabe S. Goldwater, former Detroit fire
marshall, is ill in University Hospital, Ann
Arbor.

BERMAN TURNS OUT
BALLY FOR REPUBLIC
Detroit — Harry

Valance Firm Expands
Theatrical

B.

Morton,

ance Co., manufacturers of valances and
seat covers for the past five years, has enlarged its scope and is now designing and
manufacturing theatre drapes and stage
curtains. Factory is at 900 Fifth Ave.

manager

of

National Theatre Supply Co., announces
the following sales and installations:

Ventilating systems, Strand Theatre, Sharpsburg.
Pa.; New^ell Theatre, Newell, Pa.; Air-wash system, Avenue Theatre, DuBois, Pa.; Pair Super
Simx>lex
booth

machines, Paramount
Theatre, New
Kensington, Pa.; Chairs, screen, machines and other
equipment, Blue Ridge Theatre, Berlin, Pa.;

machines, sound system, chairs, Valley Head Theatre, Valley Head, W. Va.; machines, Durbin Theatre, Durbin, W. Va. ; carpets, Metropolitan Theatre, Morgantown, W. Va. ; Rialto Theatre, Beaver
Falls, Pa.; Penn Theatre, Uniontown, Pa.; Strand,
Hollidayscove, W.
Va.; State Theatre. Weirton,
Va.

Bryan Manages
Val-

ex-

Morton Reports Sales
Pittsburgh — E.

W.

Pittsburgh — American

Republic

Aiding Berman were Harry Remington
and George Mitchell of the Pox staff.

at-

tended the opening night of Columbia’s
“Lost Horizon,” which began last Sunday
at the Cass Theatre.
Joe Plunkett of New York, who has been
in charge of the roadshowing of the film,
was here for the opening. He stated that
in view of the opening night crowd and
the first week’s advance sale the film will
be held for two weeks at least.
Fred Schaeder, formerly publicity head
of the Pox Theatre, handled the exploitation campaign for the picture.

Berman,

ploiteer, had a field day here last week in
publicizing “The Hit Parade,” and Republic’s cowboy star, Gene Autry, all in
one week at the Fox Theatre. Autry played
a personal appearance date with the picture.

Ellwood

City,

Pa. — W.

Manos
G.

Bryan

has

been named as manager of the Manos
Theatre here. He comes to Ellwood City
from Birmingham, Ala., where he had
served on the theatre staff of the Wil-Kin
circuit.
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Mr. Robert F. Klingensmith,
"BOXOFFICE,"
1701 Blvd. of the Allies,
Pittsburgh, Pa.

Mr. Ben Shlyen
BOXOFFICE

Dear

4704 E. 9th St.
Kansas
Dear

City, Mo.

Mr. Klingensmith:

Just a little note today to advise you that I believe

Ben:

You no doubt remember

me

as Warner-First

that your Production Index is one of the most
helpful departments ever dedicated to the interest of
motion picture exhibitors. This Index is absolutely

National

Branch Mgr. in Kansas City, Mo., 1926-1931. I took
over the above theatre, resigning from Universal at the
time. After spending a great many years on the other
side I am now getting a taste of the exhibition end
of it. Inclosed is my subscription as I am of the

complete in furnishing all the information so necessary to the successful operation of theatres and I
certainly feel confident that all exhibitors appreciate
this service.

opinion you have a mighty fine publication and one
that is well read. (Remember when I used to try to

I enjoy the various departments
find this service very helpful.

convince the home office to advertise with you.)
I guess I sold myself.

Well,

Thank

you for past favors, and

I am

Yours

Regards,
(Signed)

M. C. SINIFT.

Lucas, Kansas.

Gentlemen: —

A. POKE.

Tex.

Gentlemen: —

Will you please send me some gummed fasteners to use in my BOXOFFICE Picture Guide?
I have been in the show business for several

Enclosed find check for $3.50 for 2 years' subscription to BOXOFFICE- It's the best little
movie magazine I ever read.

getting out show
remain

CARL

Port Neches,

City, Mo.

Feature

with best regards,

BOXOFFICE,
4704 E. 9th St.,
Kansas City, Mo.

4704 E. 9th St.,

Those

and

very truly.

(Signed)

BOXOFFICE,

Kansas

in BOXOFFICE

Index

items are a knockout

calendars.

Keep

them

years

in

up.

and have

1

Yours

L. GILBREATH.
Manager

enter my

(Signed)

subscription

to BOXOFFICE,

and

Herewith

my

DATE

& RECORD

BOOK*

and

52 issues per
Section and
BOXOFFICE

BAROMETER*.

check for:

□ $2.00 for 1 Year.

□ $3.50 for 2 Years.

Name

□ $5.00 for 3 Years

Theatre

Address

State

City
*These

Great

Books

Given

With

Each

Year's

THEATRE,

O. L. Smith, Mgr.
Box 111.

193....

Date

year (13 of which contain The MODERN THEATRE
13 of the PRODUCTION INDEX), including the New
GUIDE

so useful

very truly.
LYRIC

ASSOCIATED PUBLICATIONS
4704 East 9th St., Kansas City, Mo.
Please

anything

and handy as “The Guide." Those that are not
using it, are at a loss in more ways than one.
Thanks for such valued service.

I

Very truly yours.
(Signed)

never found

Subscription

—

INTER-PARH ROW ERE AK FOR TRADE
RCA Experiencing
Wave of Prosperity
Chicago — The

general

business

outlook

for operating units of RCA is unusually
encouraging with all three divisions, manufacturing, broadcasting and radio communications, now operating profitably, according to David Sarnoff, president. Sarnoff does not consider the present prosperity of the company as something of a
temporary nature, but believes the current improvement of business will continue. Summer bookings of NBC, according to Sarnoff, are the largest in the company’s history.
For 1937 H. C. Bonfig, general sales
manager of RCA-Victor, predicted a substantial increase in sales of radio receiving sets, adding that “our own company
is making production and advertising plans
based on at least a 25 per cent sales increase this year over last.”
Sarnoff said it was now possible for his
company to build a television receiver to
sell for around $400, but added that such
receivers would not be placed on the market this year since at present it was impossible to predict when television might
become commercially possible.
Among deterrents to the commercial exploitation of television, Sarnoff listed thg
limited range of present television transmitters, lack of facilities for interconnecting transmitters, and the problem of developing suitable programs at a reasonable
cost.

HAROLD WIRTHWEIN
IS THIRD IN JUBILEE
Chicago

—

Although

“baby” on the Paramount
any other film sales
force, for that matter,
Harold Wirthwein of
the

a

comparative

sales force, or

Chicago Paramount office took

third place nationally
in the recently-ended
Silver Jubilee Drive for
Adolph

Zukor, and incidentally took also a
$350 cash prize.
The Chicago office
, , up 8th in the„ Harold
ended

Wirthwein

national standing out of 40 competing offices, and Wirthwein was top man in
Charlie Reagan’s entire Western division,
with a score of 153 per cent of his quota.

REPUBLIC REGIONAL
MEETING IN CHICAGO
Chicago — Republic

Pictures

midwest

re-

gional convention will be held at the Medinah Club, Chicago on Wednesday, June
9, when the salesmen, managers and franchise holders will attend from Milwaukee,
Chicago, Indianapolis, Kansas City, St.
Louis, and Omaha to meet with J. J. Milstein, general sales manager.
This regional meeting will be one of a
series which will be held over the country
following the national franchise holders
meeting scheduled for Los Angeles May
29-30.

Charter Frisina
Springfield,

III. — Secretary

of

State

Edward J. Hughes has granted a charter
to the Springfield Frisina Theatre Co., 418
South Fifth St. Capitalization is 200 shares
of no par value stock. Incorporators are
J. B. Giachetto, L. A. Burnstine and Dominic Frisina. The corporation is engaged
in the theatre and show business.

Fond Du Lac Organizes
Fond

Du Lac, Wis. — All theatrical employes, including ushers, cashiers, doormen and janitors, have been organized
here under the American Federation of
Labor banner, and have been taken into
the local operators union. Local No. 235.

CENTRAL EDITION Is One of the Seven Sectional Editions
in Which BOXOFFICE Is Published Weekly. The Other
Six Editions Are: NEW ENGLAND, MIDEAST, MIDWEST,
WESTERN, SOUTHERN, EASTERN.

Bills Rest in Committee as
Illinois Adjournment
Time Draws Near
Chicago — Unless

something

unforseen

happens to change materially the political
situation which for many weeks has engulfed and almost stagnated the state
legislature at Springfield, the chances are
good right now that the industry in Illinois will go through the present term
without a scratch.
With only about another month to go
before the state senators and representatives go home for the summ<?r, the interparty squabble goes merrily on with little
in the way of new laws being accomplished.
In the meantime, some five or six bills
affecting the industry are quietly laying
in committees where both exhibitors and
distributors hope they will remain.
Two ON Censorship
Among the bills affecting motion pictures which have been introduced during
legislative term are two cencurrent
the
sorship measures, both designed to set up
state censorship of rather drastic character. One specifies a state charge for censorship of $2 per reel and the other $3. In fact,
that seems to be the only difference in the
two bills. And although there is strong
opposition to state censorship here as in
other states and very little likelihood oi
their ever passing, the chance is always
present, and film folks throughout the
state are hoping that they will remain
right where they are.
Many

More

Introduced

The same thing, in fact, applies to all
the other film measures which have been
brought up. Included in these are a bill
to require two operators in every booth, a
bill requiring a state examination for every
motion picture machine operator; a bill
giving two per cent of all amusement gross
receipts as a tax for the maintenance of
old age pensions in Illinois; the “lavatory”
bill which requires that all theatres maintain an attendant in all washrooms at all
times, and the most recent, the mysteriou"
“divorce” bill introduced last week without
Allied’s knowledge, to try to separate producers and distributors from exhibition.
All of these are in committees, having
been read on introduction only.

CALVIN HERMER, Central Editor, 908 S. Wabash Ave.,
Chicago, 111. Phones: Webster 2233-4-5. DAVID F. BARRETT, 5149 Rosa Ave., St. Louis, Mo. H. C. BRUNNER,
2820 N. 52nd St., Milwaukee. Wis.

MPPDA Official Talks to
St. Louis Film Council
St. Louis — The making of pictures right
and keeping them right means that more
and more people must like the better ones,
Gov. Carl E. Milliken of New York City,
secretary of the MPPDA, declared in an
address at the seventh annual meeting of
the Better Films Council of Greater St.
Louis on Thursday.
St. Louis

Council

a Model

He added that this means
process of education.

PUBLIX UPS LAWLER
TO TOLEDO, 0„ POST
Springfield, III. — Ralph W. Lawler,
former Orpheum Theatre manager here
who was transferred several years ago to
Kansas City, Mo., has been made city manager of Publix-Greater States theatres in
Toledo, Ohio.
Lawler became manager of the Orpheum
in February, 1933, when the Orpheum was
taken over by Balaban and Katz theatres,
which later became Publix-Greater States.

Limpp Won't Build

King City, Mo.— Rufus H. Limpp has
abandoned his project for building a new
theatre on the site of the old Opera House
here after having invested about $1,500 so
far in preliminary work.

A. H. Day to Memphis
St. Louis — A. H. Day, St. Louis salesman for Grand National, has been promoted to branch manager in Memphis.

a long-time

He complimented the members of the
Better Films Council for the splendid work
that has been accomplished in the St.
Louis area in the way of cooperating with
the industry for the elimination of undesirable motion pictures and in creating a
genuine boxoffice appeal for more pictures
suitable for family showing. He stated
that the St. Louis Council is regarded in
the headquarters of the Hays organization
as the model for similar bodies in large
metropolitan districts.

Touching at greater length on the
broader aspects of education and motion
pictures. Gov. Milliken said that the
schools throughout the country are attaching increasing importance to the direction of a proper appreciation of good
motion pictures, and that the educators
realize they must keep up with what is
tianspiring on the motion picture screen.
Fine Pictures Need Support

H^s a Clean-Up !!!
CORONATION
RUBY FOOTED

STEM- WARE

Is Bringing Droves of Women to the Many
Theatres Now Using This Dynamic and
Premium Deal.

YOU

CAN

ENJOY

SUCH

BUSINESS

Chicago
Effective

TOO!

“Unless a teacher knows what is in motion pictures she doesn’t know what is in
her pupils’ minds,’’ he continued. He then
stated that it must be recognized that if
producers cannot make a profit on fine
pictuie it will not be possible for them
to
continue. He stressed the fact that some
of the better pictures need word of mouth
advertising to help put them across with
the public.

He told of the efforts of the produc
ers
to cooperate with the schools and librari
es
of the country by furnishing stills, trailer
s,
etc., designed especially for educational
purposes and how in some cities public
libraries are furnishing a telephone information service for motion picture theatre
patrons, supplying them with a brief description of current films and their suitability for children and adults.
In attaining these better ideals he said
there is nothing more vital than the kind
of work that is being done by the
Better
Film Councils.
Lauds

Cooperation

At the meeting Mrs. A. F. Burt, honora
ry
president of the Council, who presided,
installed the new officers for 1937-38. About
150 women representing the various civic
and neighborhood organizations of St.
Louis and St. Louis County that are affiliated with the council were in attendance.
The report of Mrs. Schmale as president
foi 1936-37 touched on how the organization broadcasts the ratings of pictures of
• Continued on page 105)
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CORONATION
A new

and

beautiful Glassware

Each piece a 50c retail value.
hand-blown.
Never

and

Stemware.

All hand-cut

and

before has the theatre been offered a Premium Deal as attractive to

its patrons. Can be made
or long continuity.

into short

Always a Business Builder
INQUIRE

OF

US TODAY

UNIVERSAL THEATRE PREMIUM CO.
1018 SO. WABASH

AVE.

BOXOmCE

CHICAGO.

ILL.
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Conflict on Representation
Brings CIO, AFL Pickets

TACK SCHLAIFER, western manager of
United Artists, spent a couple of days
in Chicago last week, conferring with Irving Schlank, local manager, and the boys,
as a sort of pre-convention pep meeting.
Jack had little to say regarding the general trends in this business, being particular to shy away from any discussion relative to the possibility of a wide-spread use
of color in coming pictures, sticking only
to routine conversation about the high
quality of UA product. He told us that
Schlank had just completed a deal for the
continuation of the local run of “A Star
Is Born” now in its third week in United
Artists Theatre. The picture was originally set for two weeks, was kept for a
third, and by this deal between Schlank
and Walter Immerman, will stay for a
fourth stanza. The Chicago regional United Artists sales meeting will be held June
17.

Milwaukee — Picketing

and Milwauke

BILL BRUMBERG BACK
WITH CHICAGO WB
Chicago — Bill Brumberg

is again

CIRCUIT

Mention of Hainline reminds that word
comes from Charlie House to the effect
(Continued on page 106)

Superior,

ACQUIRES

Wis. — An

in our

George Fischer, operator of the theatres,
declared that only one employe from each
house has struck and that the majority
of the service employes are members of the
CIO union. Fischer pointed out that he is
negotiating with CIO members “because
they represent a majority of the employes,”
as provided under the Wagner act.
William Cooper, international representative for the AFL union, declared that the
theatre management had refused to sign
contracts with his union. Projectionists in
the theatres are members of the AFL.

Award Savannah
Savannah,

Contract

Mo. — Contract

for construc-

tion of a new theatre here has been
awarded. The one-story building will be
of brick, stucco and structural glass front.
It will be owned by Mrs. W. B. Limerick
and leased to Dr. I. Cook of Maryville, Mo.

SITE

unnamed

National

Building Service Employes’ International
union, Local 150, AFL, and the United Theatre Workers’ union, CIO affiliate, was
started May 22.

midst. Since leaving here several years
ago Bill has been in Ohio and later in
Omaha, and still more recently has been
way down South in both Texas and Atlanta as a salesman for Warner Bros.
In the latter capacity he attended the
Warner convention in New York last week
and ran afoul of Leo Blank who was looking for someone to fill a vacancy on the
Chicago staff which had remained open
since the untimely passing of Charles
Lundgren. Leo grabbed Bill as being just
the right guy for the spot, and so last
Monday, May 24, Bill Brumberg took up
his new duties as assistant manager of the
Chicago Warner exchange, where he will
function as second in command to Tom
Gilliam.

Harry Grampp, for many years with the
Orpheum Theatre Co., and the Butterfield
circuit in Michigan, has been appointed
general manager for A. L. Hainline’s
houses in downstate western Illinois. The
houses over which he will ride herd are
the Illinois, Lamoine, and Royal in Macomb, where Hainline also makes his headquarters; the Brown at Mt. Sterling and
the Cozy at Augusta. Grampp will office
at Macomb.

of the

theatres here by both the

Wisconsin

theatre circuit is reported to have acquired
a piece of vacant property in Superior.

NATIONAL SERVICE
I Always on ihe job — 24 hours of any day — to keep your theatre in

GENUINE

operation.

9m

Thousands

at no

%

of dollars worth of service equipment

cost in cases

IP Skilfully trained
for quick and
repair parts.

4 Ample
on hand

£

if The

dise we sell are

to exhibitors

PARTS

and

service

repairing

men

in every

for auick

of each
highly

parts

and

always
only

ready

GENUINE

supplies

are

trained

ELSE CAN

repairs

36%

and

well

as

specialists
dependable

the
who

factories
stand

solution

whose
ready

of every

merchanto aid

any

equipment

off factory
you
run

list prices.

YOU

FIND SUCH

Now

can no longer afford to
the risk of using FAKE

PARTS.

Demand
your

the

GENU-

repair

work

SERVICE?

ST. LOUIS
3210 Olive St.
Phone: Jefferson 8494-5
MILWAUKEE
725 W. Wells St.
Phone: Marquette 7333

THEATRE
'E«Y

:: May

projector

available to exhibidiscount of

to us.INE or send

CHICAGO
825 S. Wabash Ave.
Phone: Webster 7346-7-8-9
INDIANAPOLIS
436 N. Illinois Street
Phone: Lincoln 5758

BOXOFnCE

now
tors at a

always

problem.

WHERE

for RELIABLE

delivery.

office as

in the economical
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of all equipment — using

of merchandise — equipment,

ready
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repair

reliable
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MODERNIZE
YOUR
THEATRE
NOW
PUBLISHED

IN THE

INTEREST

OF

THE

THEATRE

INDUSTRY

THE LUXURY OF COLOR IN LICHTING
COLOR-GLOW
OUR

2

MELLOW LIGHTING
MULTI-COLORS

POLICY

to the
live uprespect
. word
To every
2 in

“Leadership"

To offer to the Exhibitor only the
'products of such manufacturers who
are acknowledged leaders in their
field.

3. To

render
Exhibitor,

ECONOMICAL
IN

Numerous installations of Color-Glow fixtures have proven to be their best advertisement. The Moderne Wall bracket shown is
38 inches overall and is wired for fifteen
lights.

and

at a

price

with

unquestionable

We

WEEK A
DIFFERENT
auditorium

quality.

theatre decoratively

exposed
chromed

rich appearing.

AUTOMATIC

Specially

Priced

at

SAND
very

SPECIAL $6.00

offers the best possible operation

to fit your

particular

Crystal

White

$5.50

needs

AMERICA’S

Sand,

100

lbs

in

''H''
Model tube
newmercury
Automatic
Steelthis
Clad
of film with
Rewinding Rewind.
makes

and

breaks

$2.00

LARGEST

circuit positively, operat-

ing directly on the brake. Rewind will not
operate until door is closedl Automatic stop
if film breaks

in the Rewind

— Safe,

Sure,

Modern.

Moderately Priced at
Complete
DISTRIBUTORS

of Six — Each

REWINDS

attractive sand

upper for receptacle. Fine appearance an asset to any
house. All metal chrome
s a fT d receptacle, and
base furnished in red
or black.

In Lots

filled.

JAR

storage,

Planned

There

$24.00

jar for your lobby, foyers, and lounges. Bottom
compartment for sand

Financing

will
The

a catalog will be promptly

GoldE

HELLER

and

appearance.

are seventy-one different fixtures to
choose from. A postal card requesting

A

E.

to

but to

metal is polished and satin
aluminum which in itself is

dignified and

MODERN

WALTER

or lobby

decorate as well. Vari-colored effects
and blended colors plus the beauty of

also give it a deluxe

IDEAL SEATS Used by the
largest circuits and Independent Exhibitors.

Liberal

EFFECT

offer these fixtures not merely

light your

to your

commensurate

The many features embodied in Ideal
Seats as listed below plus the fact that
the Ideal Seating Company is the only
exclusive Theatre Seating Company is
evidence enough of their superiority,
costing no more than ordinary theatre
seating. Ideal Seats have the only Patented full ball-bearing hinge — the only
Patentee! adjustable standards — Durable Relaxon Spring Cushions — Exclusive Modern designs. Truthfully built
to excel — not just to compete.

EVERY

metal and glass louvre panels will add

a complete service, to the
of a standard second to

none

FIXTURES

with AC

$70.00

Motor

OF MOTIOGRAPH

PROJECTORS — BRENKERT LAMPS—
AND IDEAL SEATS

AND

MOST

FAST DEPENDABLE
SERVICE
ON ALL MAIL
ORDERS
BY JOE

GOLDBERG.

INC., 823 SOUTH

WABASH

AVE., CHICAGO

6000 COOL SPOTS IN THE UNITED STATES
WITH

U. S.

^IROO

DIRECTIONAL

MODERN

SYSTEMS

When you consider Air Conditioning for
your theatre, consider not only the name of
the builder of air-conditioning systems — look
also into his record of successful installations.
Today there are over 6000 U. S. AircO Conditioning systems in theatres, stores, and office buildings. Over 200 of them are in the-

EXIT BOXES

One of our biggest sellers. Very attractive.
Something you have been looking for, for a
long time. In dull' chrome and polished bands
with the new underwriters green exit glass.
For gas or electric.

.50

Specially priced at

ADMISSION

WHAT TO KNOW ABOUT
AIR CONDITIONING

SIGNS

each

SIGNS

Beautiful polished or dull chrome plated —
sandblasted silhouette lighted glass. Modern
design plus the added dignity of simplicity
make this a very goo.d buy.

$15.00

Special price

EVEREADY
FLASHLIGHTS AND
BATTERIES
Quality workmanship, dependable
longlife service,
make these items
a

necessity

yaur

A

beautifully simple chrome plated admission sign —
electric lighted silhouette
sandblasted glass. Price glass easily changed.

Special Price
$15.00
Extra Price Glass $1.25

atres owned by Paramount-Publ'ix, one of
the largest theatrical chains in the industry.

U. S. AircO BLOWERS are built in seventeen sizes and in every needed design. Simply engineered, sturdily constructed, quiet
and efficient in operation, they use a minimum of horse power for air-volume delivered.

in

business.

Types and sizes
to fit all of your
needs.

eVEREADy

U. S. AircO offers a complete line of AIR
WASHERS
and DE-HUMIDIFIERS. Fifteen
sizes, stan.dard and special length, single and
double stage units. A size for every job.

MAZDA
MINIATURE

LAMfS

CLOCK
SIGNS
The Finest Screen Made

Two

genuine Sessions electric clocks
mounted on an attractive black crystal
finished panel with
chromium trimmings.

Flameproof— Flat White, per sq. ft. 25c
Flameproof^ — Seamless silver, per
per sq. ft
55c

Changeable slip-in metal price tabs. A
convenience in answering the question —
when will I be out?

Complete

COMPLETE

$15.00

36% OFF
ON

MOTIOGRAPH AND
PLEX PARTS

THEATRE

SIM-

Available only through U. S. AircO are
the patented DUAL-DEFLECTORS and DEFLECTO-GRILLES. They are the only completely adjustable Double-tier grilles on the
market. They make possible the controlled
delivery of conditioned air to any part of the
room.

SUPPLY

HOUSE

Premium Awards Strike

News

Record Peak in Chicago
Chicago — Fighting against a
public
apathy, growing stronger with each passing week, against very frequent trips to
theatres where the shows are four and
more hours long and a poor picture must
often be seen before the good one gets to
the screen, Chicago exhibitors are turning
more

and more
tional work.

The

to premiums

for promo-

net result is that today

something

like 175 out of the city’s 300 odd houses
are giving something away in order to entice patrons into their doors. Most of the
giveaways are in some form of pottery,
crockery or glassware, and the manufacturers of such items are almost daily introducing something new in the way of a
“deal.” So many deals are offered at
present that local premium distributors are
able to supply competitive houses with
exclusive patterns, shapes and other oddities so that each house in opposition situations can have its own special variety of
giveaway.

AIR CONDITIONING
FOR PALMER HOUSE
Chicago — The Carrier Corp. has closed a
deal with the Palmer House to install r
complete air conditioning system, which
when completed, will cost nearly a million
dollars, according to an announcement by
Edward T.
manager.

Lawless,

the

hotel’s

general

A large part of the system, covering a
number of guest rooms and all of the
street level stores and shops, will be in
operation by June 1.
When completed, the system will provide year-round air conditioning for 2,248
guest rooms, six public dining rooms, three
bars, twenty private meeting and dining
rooms, two ballrooms, and more than sixty
stores or shops
ing.

in the Palmer

House

build-

Remodel at Roseland
Chicago — Midwest Theatre Supply Co.
is now completely remodeling Lou Reinheimer’s Roseland Theatre, in Roseland.
Working under plans by Roy Blass, the
Midwest boys, Kuttnauer and Simansky,
will make a new front, canopy, lobby, foyer
and auditorium, as well as add four stores
to the building.

properties, died May 22 at St. John’s Hospital of heart disease after a brief illness.
He resided in Kirkwood, a local suburb.

104

J|DDIE tre atRUBEN’S
Hollywood
TheaMontevido,new
Minnesota,
is scheduled to open on or about June 10th. No
expense was spared in making this one of
the most beautiful and elaborate theatres
constructed in this Northwest territory
during the last two years. This theatre
seats approximately 800; and as is true

SCHOENSTADT'S NEW
CHICAGO UNIT OPENS

of all of Mr. Ruben’s theatres, only the
finest equipment obtainable was purchased
for this beautiful theatre.

Chicago — Schoenstadt’s Halfield Theatre, completely rebuilt at a cost of $25,000,
was reopened last week after a long period
of darkness while the work was going on.
Formerly an old and obsolete theatre,
dating back almost to the nickelodeon
days, the Halfield, located at 55th and Halstead St. has been artistically transformed
into a luxurious, modernistic, petite picture
palace that ranks with the most beautiful
of the new theatres today.
Included in the remodeling and modernization of the house were new front and

The booth equipment will consist of
DeLuxe Motiograph K projectors with Jew-

*

canopy, new carpets, complete redecorating, new rest rooms, new indirect auditorium and lobby lighting, new screen and
the latest RCA Photophone sound equipment.

PHOTOPHONE SOUND
PRICE BOOST JULY 1
Chicago — According to an announcement made by A. E. Klein, local representative for RCA Photophone, the price of
Photophone sound equipment will be increased, effective July 1.
Klein states, however, that contracts
placed before that time for later delivery
will be protected against the increase.

Rewards Good Drivers
Kenosha, Wis. — As a gesture of cooperation with the Kenosha Safety Council in
the observance of Safety Week. William
Exton, manager of the Kenosha Theatre,
presented ten local drivers with a pair of
tickets each for exhibiting sane driving
sense and caution.
License numbers of the careful drivers
were jotted down and checked at police
headquarters. They appeared in the local
daily and the drivers were advised to secure
their tickets by calling at the newspaper
office.
The stunt resulted in considerable
able publicity for the theatre.

EXCLUSIVE

favor-

DISTRIBUTORS

Entire Middle

■(.•{1 S. AVabash

West

PRODUCTIONS
CHIC.AGO

Phone:

AA'ebster

*

ell Sup’rarc lamps and copper oxide rectifiers, Jewell Senior-Size Automatic curtain controls, enclosed electric rewind, and
all other miscellaneous booth equipment
of the latest and most improved type.
*

9)1 «

The auditorium and stage will be equipped with Da-Lite screen, double draw curtain of the finest quality material and
beautiful in design, and the chairs are of
the DeLuxe AIR-LOC full-upholstered type.
%

4:

*

All of the equipment for this beautiful
theatre is being furnished by CINEMA
SUPPLIES, INC., of Minneapolis.
♦
* and
si!
Mr. Irving Gilman
associates have
purchased from H. E. Gilbert the new
Riviera Theatre that is now in the process
of construction at Hastings, Minnesota.
This new theatre is scheduled to open to
the public on Wednesday, June 16th. The
auditorium will have a seating capacity

of approximately 750. The theatre building is most elaborate in construction, and
when completed should be one of the most
beautiful theatres to be found anywhere
in southern Minnesota.

•

♦ ♦

Mr. Gilman has already contracted for
finest equipment obtainable for this new
and beautiful theatre, which will consist
of latest type

Motiograph

Model

K

pro-

jectors, Jewell Sup’rarc high-intensity arc
lamps with Jewell rectifiers, Da-Lite sound
screen, DeLuxe AIR-LOC full-upholstered
chairs, and carpets and drapes of finest
quality of modernistic design.
♦ * ♦
All of the above equipment, plus all
miscellaneous parts, were purchased from
>!< * INC.
♦
CINEMA SUPPLIES,
Mr. F. W. Ewald, who operates the Elgin
Theatre at Elgin, North Dakota, is opening
the Grant Theatre at Carson, North Dakota. All of the equipment for this new

North

JEWEL

*

theatre, including projectors, sound equipment, arc lamps, and other miscellaneous
equipment, was purchased from CINEMA
SUPPLIES, INC.
* * ♦
Mr. R. J. Deitz, Mayor of Belfield,

loseph E. Martin
St. Louis — Joseph E. Martin, 78, secretary and treasurer of the Southern Real
Estate and Financial Co., owners of the
American, Orpheum and Shubert theatre

in Brief

7237

Dakota, and representing the business men of Belfield, is opening a new

theatre there in Belfield’s Auditorium. All
of the equipment for this new theatre, consisting of projectors, arc lamps, sound
equipment, screen, etc., was purchased from
CINEMA SUPPLIES, INC., and the equipment is to be installed at once, as the theatre is scheduled to open on Thursday,
May

27th. — Adv.
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Film Council Meets

RKO in Talent Hunt

(Continued

Via Festival Wagon
Chicago — As

part

of

the

celebration

marking the 100th anniversary of the
granting of a charter to Chicago, a tieup
has been effected with RKO who will provide a screen test to the winner in a talent
hunt.
The talent contests will be supervised by
a group traveling in a covered wagon to
cities as far west as Omaha, east to Pittsburgh, north to Minneapolis and south to
New Orleans. In each city local newspapers or civic organizations will be the
sponsors of the contest. Entertainers on
the prairie schooner will visit some 300
cities, will publicize the Carnival of Lakes
Festival while on the tour.
Winners of the contests will go to Chicago for semi-final tests in August, and
the final winner will get a screen test at
the RKO Hollywood studios.

Chicago- — An

unusual

deal, whereby

16

Essaness units and three independent
theatres will play the film “Ecstasy” day
and date for a minimum of one week was
scheduled to get under way May 28, according to Samuel Cummins, head of Jewel
Productions. Prints were to have been
staggered at deluxe houses at two mile intervals, thus assuring a virtual blanketing
of the city, something that hasn’t been
done since Pox’s “Over the Hill” made history here many years ago.

Lafayette Remodels
St. Louis — ^The contract

for alterations

to the Lafayette Theatre operated by the
St. Louis Amusement Co., has been awarded to the Morris L. Rosenblum Co. The
work will cost about $2,000.

Keeler Follows Jolson
in Warner Exodus
Hollywood

—

The

Jolson

family

has made an en masse exodus from
the Warner lot, with Ruby Keeler
this week following her husband after obtaining a release from her contract.
Jolson left a week ago, after a mutual settlement of his three-way acting-directing-writing contract on
which he claimed he had done nothing since his appearance in “The
Singing Kid” more than a year ago.
Early this week Miss Keeler terminated her obligations to the company, although she had two pictures
to go under her agreement.
She is understood to have departed because of the lack of satisfactory a,ssignments, and is dickering
with other majors for future film
work.
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page 100)

the previewing committee each Saturday
morning through the courtesy of KMOX
and the close cooperation that is obtained
here from the local film exchange officials, Fred Wehrenberg, president of the
local MPTO, and Miss L. Schofield of the
local Film Board of Trade.
Reviewed

Censorship

Several additional neighborhood theatres were added to the cooperating group
during the year. The owners and managers of these theatres confer with their
neighborhood chairman from the Council
in selecting pictures for inclusion on Family Night bills.
Mrs. Arretus Franklin Burt, as chairman
of the public relations committee, revealed
in her report the Council’s opposition to
the censorship bill at Jefferson City that
was sponsored by Representative Hess.

REMODELED MAJESTIC
AT MONROE OPENED
Monroe,

Wis. — After

a hectic

course

of

remodeling, the Majestic Theatre in Monroe, was opened on Thursday, May 20. The
house was being remodeled last March
when the work was halted by a fire which
partially destroyed work already done.
Repairing the damage done as well as
finishing the original job took until now
to complete.

EXCLUSIVE

^ KINEDROME,
to the
Milwaukee Museum presented
in 1923 when
the Theatorium was razed, has been placed on
display by the institution. The machine
was given to the museum by L. W. Orlove,
Corp.
who was then with the Saxe Theatres
The Gayety Theatre here has gone in for

1,293 Pictures

The report of the general chairman of
the reviewing committees, Mrs. John
Franklin Noble, revealed that a total of
1,293 pictures were reviewed, including 544
features and 749 short subjects. Of the
features 233 were found suitable for family bills, 107 for adults and young people
and 203 for adults, while only one picture
was not recommended. All of the short
subjects were recommended.
During the year 2,868 pictures were
checked for the Saturday morning broadcasting of Family Night programs and a
total of 1,135 weekly reports and bulletins
were sent out giving the first-run theatres
committees ratings. These went to various
individuals and organizations.
Combat

DEAL FOR "ECSTASY"
IN NINETEEN HOUSES

from

sex films, current attraction being “Sms
The Elite Amusement Corp., operators
of the former Elite, local neighborhood
house
now the Roxy, has been dissolved.
of Sex.”
Heinz Roemheld, former orchestra conductor at the Alhambra Theatre here and
now musica'l director at the Warner studio
in Hollywood, was a recent visitor. He
came to Milwaukee to bid his wife and two
children good-bye before they sail for
Europe. They were visitors to the city several weeks prior to Roemheld’s arrival.
Lou Patz of Milwaukee coming to the
GN convention at Hollywood on the train
ate three orders of ham and eggs before
he found out just what he was eating.
The reason for this was a sign in the
U. P. diner which read: “All you can eat
Charley Conway, treasurer of Fox’s Palace Theatre here, has been named manager of the circuit’s Miller, succeeding A. H.
R. Miller. Floyd Bunker, chief of service
atfree.”
the Palace, succeeds Conway there as
treasurer.
Owen McKivett, manager of Warner’s
Venetian Theatre, Racine, and Mrs. Mcwood. Kivett have left on a vacation to HollyHarvey Buchaiian, Superior exhibitor,
has been named a member of the new fiveman Wisconsin boxing commission by Gov.
La Follette.

BIG NEWS
COMING SOON
THE ALL NEW

DISTRIBUTORS

Chicago & Indianapolis
Film Territories
FOR

MOTIOGRAPH
MODEL HU DE LUXE
PROJECTOR
•

Everything For the Theatre

GUERCIO
& BARTHEL CO.
008 So. WoDaKli Ave.
CHICAGO

GER - BAR, Inc.

ALL FILM
SURFACES

TRAVEL ON ROTATING
— NEW
TYPE GYRO-

SCOPIC FILTER —
"DC" EXCITER
SUPPLY — TWO-WAY HORN SYSTEM WITH CELLULAR HORN FOR
HIGHS.

PRICED FOR THE SMALL
AND MEDIUM SIZED
THEATRE

443 N. Illinois St.
INDIANAFOni^

105

CHICAGO
(Continued

Balaban Circuit Has

from page 101)

that Hainline, Red Johnson and House are
building a new theatre in Monmouth, 111.
to replace the present Rivoli there. Work
will start in June on the 900 seat house
and it is expected to be finished about
October 1. On August 1 the present Rivoli
will be dismantled and made into a store
building.
That picture “Ecstasy” gets to he like
the brook — it goes on and on. After 13
weeks in the loop it opened at the Essaness Julian, where it still goes on, and now
Manney Lewis, its distributor here, tells
us that it will open simultaneously in 15
more Chicago theatres the week of June 6.
How time does fly. It doesn’t seem so,
but it was actually four years ago that we
chronicled herein that young Alexander
Nepo and ditto Joseph Mack, sons respectively of Harry Nepo of the Lindy Theatre
and Irving Mack of Pilmack, had enrolled
at the Roosevelt Military Academy at
Aledo, 111. And now the boys are graduating after taking a complete four-year
high school course in addition to the military training the school affords. The
graduating exercises will be held on Sunday, June 6, when both boys will receive
their diplomas with honors.
Henri Elmayi, back from a trip to New
York, says that he will definitely have
distribution in Illinois of the films of the
Braddock-Louis fight, scheduled for June

22.

Don Woods did a bit of tattling on two
charming ladies. He claims that he, Joe
Hartman of Chicago, Mrs. Kaufman from
Balaban and Katz exchanges and
Ann Rosenthal, legal wizard of the home
office — on their way to the convention,
refused to go to bed one night until the
supply of champagne in the diner was exhausted. They’ll have to sell a lot of pictures to make up this deficit.
Jack Armgardt, formerly of GB Pictures,
has joined the Chicago United Artists sales
staff in the country, both in Illinois and
northern Indiana.
Saul (the irrepressible) Goldman

Chicago — Balaban

Theatres,

Inc., cir-

cuit organization recently formed by A. J.
Balaban and associates, have taken a tenyear lease on the theatre now being built
in Libertyville, 111. by Fred W. Dobe of that
town.
For some time there has been a “feud”
between Dobe, who has long been contemplating the theatre building, and V. F.
Mikesell, who operated the present theatre
in the town, and it has been generally
thought that Mikesell would be the leaseholder when the new house is finished. The
lease to Balaban, however, clears the matter entirely.

ALPERSON APPROVES
GN UNIT PRODUCTION
New

York — In announcing

that

bookers, left Thursday for the company’s
convention in Hollywood.
S. J. Gregory, Chicago, head of the Gregory circuit, and his booking manager, John
Doerr, were prominent figures along Filmrow last week.
Trueman Rembusch, Hoosier circuit operator, is the proud father of a baby girl.
J. B. Sconce, Edinburg operator, has returned home after several weeks in the
tion.
hospital and a successful appendix operaDorothy Dillard has replaced Merit Hurar on the booking desk. Merit has been
transferred to the ad sales department at
the Warner exchange.
The local RKO branch has established
an all-time record for the season just
closing.

Grand

National would continue the unit system
of production, Edward L. Alperson, president, said that this method provided a
greater variety of pictures and helped prevent repetition of a cut-and-dried formula,
which he believes sometimes prevails under other systems.
Alperson, who returned here Monday
after three months on the west coast, further said; “Examination of current trade
paper advertising reveals that the producer
of each feature is given extensive credit
for its degree of success. A year ago the
same advertising seldom mentioned producers’ names.”
Edward J. Peskay, vice-president in
charge of distribution, also returned Monday from the convention in Los Angeles,
as did Sol Edwards and James Winn, eastern and western division managers, respectively, and Saul Ki’ugman, Stanley W.
Hatch and Eddie Ugast, home office executives. W. J. Neary, the company’s comptroller, and Edward Finney, advertising
and publicity director, who remained at
the studio, are scheduled to return to New
York early in June.

Ralph Saylor, contract clerk at the Warner branch, is confined to his home with a
throat infection.
The Gregory circuit and Publix Great
States Theatres, Inc., Marion, Ind., have
closed pooling arrangements for the Indiana, Lyric and Paramount theatres in
Marion.
James Greer, operator of the Starett
Theatre, Newcastle, has completed remodeling the entire front of his theatre.
Abe Kaufman, Big Feature Rights Corp.,
is spending the week in Cincinnati, at the
home office of the company, attending a
special meeting.
Eldean Thompson, secretary to Warner
Bros.’ branch manager, is confined to the
hospital with appendicitis.

is loose

again, this time with his annual “PlayDate Round-Up.” Saul’s got his lariat and
everything all ready to go out and get
’em, and since he’s not such a bad little
guy, maybe a boost for him might be okay.
R. Levine has taken a 25 years lease on
the new theatre to be built at lllth and
Longwood Blvd. for A. S. Dee. Walter
Alschlager is the architect for the 1,200seat house, on which construction will start
in about two weeks.
The Paramount conventioneers will leave
Chicago for the coast on Sunday, June 6.
The convention this year is for executives
and sales managers only, and from Chicago
will go Allen Usher, Jim Donohue and
Harry Hamburg. The convention out there
will be held from June 10 to 13, and will
be followed later by a regional meeting for
all salesmen and bookers.
M. J. Liff has now completely established
his Chicago Poster Exchange in its new
quarters at 1257 So. Wabash Ave.
lOG

Lease in Libertyville

jyjANAGER
GEO. sales
LANDIS
and including
his 20th
Century-Fox
force,

New Corporation
Ft. Wayne, Ind. — The Suburban Theatres, Inc., has been organized by Douglas
M. Haney, Robert J. Schmidt, E. Mae
Haney and Fred W. Schmidt. Capital stock
is 1.000 shares with no par value. The
company will operate motion picture theatres. Charles E. Dare, Standard Bldg., is
the resident agent.

INDIANA
Jasonville

— The

NOTES
Crescent

Vernon — The

Theatre

has
re-

Castle Theatre

has new

box-spring chairs.
South

Whitley — The

Alni Theatre

has

installed lamps and rectifiers.
Terre

Haute — The

been recarpeted.

Lyceum

•—

Not Leased

Now Being Built and Shipped From
Our New Modem Plant in Indianapolis, Ind.

Ritz has newly

built box-spring seats.
Rushville — The

1. ORIGINAL ROTARY SOUND HEADS
2. CELLULAR HI & LOW FREQUENCY
HORNS
3. PUSH PULL ATTACHMENTS FOR
THE NEWEST PUSH PULL RECORDINGS
Prices You Can Afford to Pay
Sold Outright

installed a blower system.
North

HONE’SSystems
Magic PHO
Voice
TOPSound

Theatre

has

For Information
Call or Write Your Nearest Office

RCA MFG.
A. E. KLEIN
589 E Illinois St.
CHICAGO
Delaware 4300

CO., Inc.
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CONGRESS IN ON FIRST- RUN RAmE
35 Exhibitors at
Omaha MPTO Meet
Omaha — The

spring

meeting

of MPTO

for Nebraska and western Iowa held at the
Loyal hotel here Tuesday attracted 35 exhibitors.
Fireworks anticipated because of President Charles E. Williams’ advance notices
failed to materialize. The exhibitors discussed product, probable sales policies of
the producers and anticipated increased
film rentals, but took no action toward
adopting resolutions or appointing committees.
President Williams did announce, however, that one exhibitor who had been
charging a five-cent admission consented
to raise prices after the matter was taken
up with him through an exchange.
Visiting exhibitors also reported pessimistically on business, a decline being felt
during the last six weeks.

Kansas Exhibitors
Must Collect Tokens

No Formal Proposals in
Clearance Row
Kansas

City — Carrying

City-— Whether

they

like it or

not, Kansas exhibitors will have to collect
the sales tax tokens under the new law
becoming effective June 1, according to
information from headquarters here of the
Kansas-Missouri Theatres Ass’n. Having
assertedly given tacit agreement to a plan
(outlined in this paper last week on page
11) for a one-cent price hike to avoid
use of the tokens, the Kansas tax commission this week advised the KMTA that
it could not be permitted.
Kansas exhibitors also are warned to
get a supply of the new metal tokens from
the tax commission office before June 1.
They are sold in rolls of 500.

prob-

DEMOLITION AHEAD
FOR MINNEAPOLIS MET
Minneapolis — The

Kansas

the

lems of business to Congress for settlement is not a particularly good
way to keep government out of business, one observes in the industry
comments, especially in view of the
fact that the Kansas City, Kas. TOA
is said to have made no formal proposals for clearance change; no representative ofthe Chamber of Commerce approached distributors about
the matter; contracts for the present
season have been made for some
time, and there probably could be no
legal change in them until the coming season, and it is actually true
that local exchange executives do not
have much to say about first-run
Kansas City, Mo., contracts, which
are made by Loew’s, RKO, B. & K.,
and even Fox Midwest, which is a
subsidiary of National Theatres, in
New York, at the same time, usually,
that contracts for other houses in the
circuits are made. Proposals for
changes in clearance normally are
taken up when new season contracts
are discussed.

historical

Metropol-

itan, home of the legitimate theatre here
for more than 40 years, is expected to be
torn down within the near future, the
property being turned into a parking lot,
the same as the St. Paul Metropolitan.
Mrs. L. N. Scott, lessee of theatre, has
notified trustees of the estate owning the
property that she wishes tO' surrender the
lease and give up operation of the theatre.
HANDLES

FAIR PUBLICITY

Lincoln — Boxoffice

representative

here,

Barney Oldfield, has been appointed press
agent for the state fair for 1937. He will
handle the beauty contest for the heaviest
summer load.

MIDWEST EDITION Is One of the Seven Sectional Editions in Which BOXOFFICE Is Published Weekly. The
Other Six Editions Are: NEW ENGLAND, MIDEAST, CENTRAL, WESTERN, SOUTHERN, EASTERN,

Kansas City, Kas., C. of C.
Attacks Distributors
on Clearance
Kansas

City — The

fight for first runs by

Kansas City, Kas., has assumed a national
aspect in the interest taken in the situasas. tion by Congressman U. S. Guyer of KanThe cognomen “picture barons” was used
last week by Congressman U. S. Guyer
when he wrote the Kansas City, Kas.,
Chamber of Commerce asking for a report
on the first-run clearance situation.
“Realizing that we in Kansas City, Kas.,
are classed by the picture barons as a
suburb of Kansas City, Mo., and therefore
not entitled to first-run pictures,” Guyer"
wrote, “it occurs to me that our picture
house operators might have considerable
information which might be of. value to us.
Cites

Probe

Request

“The house judiciary committee voted
to ask the rules committee to take some
action on house resolution 160 to authorize
an investigation of the motion picture industry, particularly with regard to the
methods of distribution,” Rep. Guyer wrote.
Chamber of Commerce directors prepared and forwarded to Rep. Guyer, a 7
page brief setting forth the situation, anc'
concluding
the statement
“wc
must insist with
and demand
that ourthat
citizens
be not discriminated against with reference to securing proper entertainment features for this city.
Capper

Into

Fight

Another gun boomed when Senator
Arthur L. Capper (owner of the Kansaj
City Kansan), lent at least moral support
to the fight.
Chamber of Commerce directors sent a
copy of the 7-page brief to Sen. Capper, as
they did also to Senator George McGill
From Capper came a letter stating that he
is “in hearty sympathy with your complaint. There can be no doubt that there
is discrimination against the picture houses
in Kansas City, Kas., and I certainly hope
we can bring about the passage of some
legislation that will protect the rights of
ourCapper
motionpointed
picture out
opei’ators.”
that being in the
senate he could not do much to further the
specific purpose of the brief.

JESSE SHLYEN, Midwest Editor, 4704 E. 9th St., Kansas
City, Mo. Phone CHestnut 7777. MAURICE WOLFF, 801
Wesley Temple Bldg., Minneapolis, Minn. PAUL JAMES,
2711 N. 56th St., Omaha, Neb.

Ultimate From Dollar
Is Commonwealth Goal
Kansas

City — How

to get more

from

the

theatre budget dollar keynoted discussion
of mutual problems by 27 managers of
Commonwealth theatres in their two-day
convention at Blue Hills Country Club here
May 25 and 26. One of the general policies of the circuit for the coming season,
outlined by C. A. Schultz, executive head
of the group, will be economy. This arises
partly from the fact that along with other
houses here and in the area. Commonwealth theatres have not found business
this year any better than a year ago at
the boxoffice.
Efficient

Management

Stressed

Another general idea which characterized the discussions of Commonwealth
managers

with Schultz, O. K. Mason, secretary-treasurer, and circuit department
heads, was ways and means of getting more
results from various promotional ideas and
contests; in short, more efficient theatre
management.
Schultz outlined details of the circuit’s
annual campaign to overcome the general
summer boxoffice slump, the King of the
Sun contest. This opens June 6, with an
innovation this year in the form of penalties for managers who fail to make their
budget every week, as well as bonuses for
those who exceed the budget.
Each manager will enter the contest with
the following items of clothing: shirt, undershirt, shorts, pants, necktie, belt, two
shoes and two socks. If the manager’s net
profit for the week doesn’t equal the handicap budget set up against his situation,
he loses an article of clothing. What clothing he has left, if any, and only that,
will he wear at the first dinner of the
outing at the Lake of the Ozarks. This
outing, which will be in early fall, is the
climax of the whole campaign.
The five managers having the most
clothing left at the end of the campaign
will check on other managers to see that
they wear only such clothing as they are
entitled to wear, and the five managers
with the least clothing will check on the
five high ones.
“Who wants to be a strip tease artist?”
wonders Mr. Schultz.
Golf

Tournament

Wednesday

The convention closed with a golf tournament Wednesday afternoon, and a banquet at Blue Hills Wednesday evening, attended by approximately 95 Commonwealth
executives and managers, exchange managers, film and theatre men.
Approximately 35 theatre managers and
Commonwealth executives attended the
convention.
From the circuit offices, besides Clarence A. Schultz, who presided, there were
O. K. Mason, secretary-treasurer; Leland
Allen, booker; Lawrence Barrett, auditing
and Dick Orear, purchasing agent.
Theatre managers included Paul Stonum. Uptown, Carrollton, Mo.; Dick Curry
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Ritz, Chillicothe, Mo.; L. J. Lenhart, Lee,
Clinton, Mo.; Rex P. Barrett, Uptown, Columbia, Mo.; M. N. Hillyer, Strand, Creston, la.; Homer Ellison, State, Garden City,
Kas.; Jack Kempton, Sherman, Goodland
Kas.; L. W. Morris, Strand and Plaza
Great Bend, Kas.; Lee Chamberlain, Perkins, Harrisonville, Mo.; C. L. McVey and
Ray Holmes, Dreamland, Herington, Kas.;
Glenn Deeter, Royal, Hoisington, Kas.;
Huston Sterrett, Palace, Kinsley, Kas.;
Stanley Schwahn, Granada, and R. Rex
Kendall, Patee, Lawrence, Kas.; Jack
Stephenson, Gillioz, Monett, Mo.; Hugh
Gardner and Edward Harris, Orpheum and
Fotosho, Neosho, Mo.; M. B. Smith, Cozy.
Norton, Kas.; J. J. McClure, Kansan, Osawatomie, Kas.; W. O. Lenhart, Plaza and
Royal, Trenton, Mo.; R. M. Shelton, Star
Warrensburg, Mo.; H. Ohlson, Calvin
Washington, Mo.; and Lee Miller, Ashland,
John Creamer, Benton, and Dale Havelone,
Madrid, Kansas City, Mo.

FRANK CASSIL ADDED
TO GN SALES FORCE
Kansas

City — Frank

Cassil, who

for sev-

eral years has owned and operated the
Rialto, St. Joseph, Mo., has gone with
Grand National here as sales representative in Missouri and Kansas. Cassil will
continue the Rialto, and Mrs. Cassil will
keep an eye on the house. Frank used to
represent Warner Bros, in this territory as
a salesman, and was in the theatre supply
business for a time.
W. J. Cammer, 15 years with Educational, GB and United Artists in Oklahoma,
has been named by Russ Borg, Grand National exchange manager, as northern
Oklahoma salesman. Cammer was branch
manager at Oklahoma City for Educational several years.
This gives Borg four salesmen, including
Bill Kubitzki, former booker, who went on
the road for the company last week, and
Rube Melcher, who has been with the exchange since it was opened.

K AYCEE VARIETY CLUB
ENTERTAINED BY TRIO
Kansas

City

—

Variety

Club

Monday

heartily applauded “The Three Short
Waves,” Tower act secured by Senn Lawler, Fox Midwest ad man, for the luncheon. The Waves aped well-known stars of
the radio and movies. Emcee for the entertainment was Lawler, who conducts
Fox Midwest’s “Let’s Go to the Movies”
over WDAF.
It was the first occasion on which the
Variety Club staff itself prepared and
served the luncheon, and they did a nice
job. Vice-president Finton Jones whopped the gavel in the absence of Chief
Barker Elmer C. Rhoden.

News

in Brief

JJDDIE tre atRUBEN’S
Hollywood
TheaMontevido,new
Minnesota,
is scheduled to open on or about June 10th. No
expense was spared in making this one of
the most beautiful and elaborate theatres
constructed in this Northwest territory
during the last two years. This theatre
seats approximately 800; and as is true
of all of Mr. Ruben’s theatres, only the
finest equipment obtainable was purchased
for this beautiful Hitheatre.
*
*
The booth equipment will consist of
DeLuxe Motiograph K projectors with Jewell Sup’rarc lamps and copper oxide rectifiers, Jewell Senior-Size Automatic curtain controls, enclosed electric rewind, and
all other miscellaneous booth equipment
of the latest and most improved type.
4:
The auditorium * and* stage
will be equipped with Da-Lite screen, double draw curtain of the finest quality material and
beautiful in design, and the chairs are of
the DeLuxe AIR-LOC full-upholstered type.
4c

4:

4e

All of the equipment for this beautiful
theatre is being furnished by CINEMA
♦
SUPPLIES, INC., 4cof * Minneapolis.
Mr. Irving Gilman and associates have
purchased from H. E. Gilbert the new
Riviera Theatre that is now in the process
of construction at Hastings, Minnesota.
This new theatre is scheduled to open to
the public on Wednesday, June 16th. The
auditorium will have a seating capacity
of approximately 750. The theatre building is most elaborate in construction, and
when completed should be one of the most
beautiful theatres to be found anywhere
in southern Minnesota.
« * «
Mr. Gilman has already contracted for
finest equipment obtainable for this new
and beautiful theatre, which will consist
of latest type Motiograph Model K projectors, Jewell Sup’rarc high-intensity arc
lamps with Jewell rectifiers, Da-Lite sound
screen, DeLuxe AIR-LOC full-upholstered
chairs, and carpets and drapes of finest
quality of modernistic design.
«
4eequipment,
4(
All of the above
plus all
miscellaneous parts, were purchased from
CINEMA SUPPLIES, INC.
4c

«

4i

Mr. F. W. Ewald, who operates the Elgin
Theatre at Elgin, North Dakota, is opening
the Grant Theatre at Carson, North Dakota. All of the equipment for this new
theatre, including projectors, sound equipment, arc lamps, and other miscellaneous
equipment, was purchased from CINEMA
SUPPLIES, INC.
4c

4c

4c

Mr. R. J. Deitz, Mayor of Belfield,
North Dakota, and representing the business men of Belfield, is opening a new
theatre there in Belfield’s Auditorium. All
of the equipment for this new theatre, consisting of projectors, arc lamps, sound
equipment, screen, etc., was purchased from
CINEMA SUPPLIES, INC., and the equipment is to be installed at once, as the theatre is scheduled to open on Thursday,
May 27th. — Adv.
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SUMMONSES TO OMAHA EXHIBITORS
MINNY TIME HAS NOT
QUIT DUALS ASHE
Minneapolis — Although

the Time

Increasing Costs Add
New Duties
Minneapolis

Thea-

a single feature, a reissue, “The Mighty
Barnum,” does not mean that it has giver
up the dual bill policy, according to Ben
Ashe, general manager for the Berger circuit, of which the Time is a part.
The two pictures used on the dual bill
were independent releases without any cast
names. Moreover, the house has been in a
slump for a long time. Also, business generally has been bad all around for a number of weeks. These are the factors which
are held responsible for the low gross.
Ashe says that if sufficient product is
available for double featuring for the Time
it undoubtedly will try the dual bill policy
over an extended period.
TWO

WESTERN
—

SUPPLY

Western

Pilger,

Supply

Schuler’s

Humboldt,

Omaha — Summonses

own-

Neb. — Acting

on

instruction

Hum-

were

served

by

Douglas County Sheriff John Hopkins
Tuesday and Wednesday on Omaha exhibitors named in the injunction action
brought before the Nebraska supreme court
late Monday by Attorney General Richard
Hunter.
Games

Continue

Despite the summonses and injunction
threat local exhibitors went ahead, however, and held the usual Wednesday Bank
Night drawing, the prize of $2,000 being
equaled only three other times since the
drawings were started here.
Furthermore County Attorney James
English, a joint petitioner with
ney general in the suit, admitted
no legal method of preventing
operation of Bank Night until
acts.

the attorthere was
continued
the court

Tentative date for hearing on an application for the temporary injunction has
been scheduled for June 7 by Assistant Attorney General Francis V. Robinson. This
date, however, is subject to change by the
court.

of

County Attorney Ray Pollock of Stanton
county, John Quinn, owner of the Pilger
Theatre here, has announced he will drop
cash giveaways. C. J. Kramer, owner of
the Rialto at Stanton, only other theatre
in the county, dropped cash gifts three
weeks ago.

an-

nounces installation of air-conditioning
equipment in Henry Hower’s Grand,
Worthington, Minn., and new rectifiers in
Billings and
boldt, Neb.

theatre

TWO STANTON COUNTY
HOUSES DROP GAMES

SALES

Theatre

— Many

ers in the territory now are being
forced to do much of their own work
because rising operating costs, without corresponding tilts in admission,
are raising havoc with exchequers.
In a number of instances, house
managers, or owners, are doubling
and tripling, in the capacities of
janitors and ticket taking and selling. There even are cases where
theatre owners, in order to cut down
on expenses and avoid closing down,
are doing their booth operating.

tre, independent loop sure-seater, did not
fare well at the boxoffice with its initial
essay at double features, the fact that the
theatre on the succeeding week used only

Omaha

Attorney General Moves to
Restrain Bank Night
in Theatres

Named in the suit are the Omaha Motion Picture Exhibitors’ association, the
(Continued on page 112)

NATIONAL SERVICE
Always

on

the job — 24

hours

of any

day — to keep

your

theatre

in

GENUINE

operation.

^ Thousands of dollars' worth of service
at no cost in cases of emergency.
3 Skilfully trained
for quick and
repair parts.

repair

reliable

and

service

repairing

equipment

available

to exhibitors

PARTS

men

in every

branch,

of all equipment — using

always
only

ready

GENUINE

are

4 Ample stocks of merchandise — equipment, parts and supplies always
on hand

and

5 The

ready

personnel

dise we sell are
exhibitor

for quick

of each
highly

office as

and

well

as

specialists
dependable

the

factories

who

stand

solution

whose
ready

of every

merchanto aid

any

equipment

problem.

ELSE CAN

MINNEAPOLIS
56 Glenwood Avenue
Phone: MAin 8273
A. T. Crawmer, Mgr.
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YOU
DES

FIND SUCH

MOINES

561 W. 7ih St.
Phone: 4-2322
W. V. Toney, Mgr.

SERVICE?

KANSAS

projector repairs

nov/ available to exhibitors at a discount of

36

delivery.

trained

in the economical

WHERE

for RELIABLE

O

off factory list prices.

Now

you can no longer afford to
run the risk of using FAKE
PARTS. Demand the GENUINE or send your repair work
to us.

CITY

223 W. 18th Si.
Phones: HArrison 3256-7;
Night. WAbash 2951
I. W
Shreve, Mgr.
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AIIIED WILL CONVENE
Buying Program Will Be
Adopted at Minny
Meeting
Minneapolis — Northwest

Allied

States

finally has set June 2 and 3 for its convention to adopt a buying program and to
consider campaigns against “trade evils”
which independents charge are making
their lot increasingly difficult. Officers for
the new year also will be elected. Sessions
will be held at the Hotel Nicollet here.
Will

Map

Buying

Procedure

Because of the importance of the matters
to be considered and because exhibitors in
the territory are beset with so many complex problems, S. D. Kane, Northwest Allied States secretary, says he anticipates
a record attendance.
A special film buying committee will present a definite plan of buying procedure
aimed at winning the present war against
percentage pictures. Consideration will be
given to proposals to have independent
exhibitors post cash bonds to insure their
good faith in making pledges not to buy
any percentage pictures and also to . boycott and picket the worst offending exchange or exchanges.
Bulletin

Reports

Many

Complaints

The convention program also calls for
consideration of plans of proposed action
against preferred playing time demands,
alleged withholding of good pictures from
current year product, average increase in
film costs through allocation, producerowned theatres, weekly payment for shorts
and dual features.
In the organization’s bulletin announcin the convention, it is declared that many
independent exhibitors have been complaining bitterly about conditions in the
business.

ALGONA THEATRE CO.
LEASES THE STATE
Alcona.

Ia. — The

State Theatre

has been

leased by the Algona Theatre Co., which has
been operating the burned Call Theatre.
Manager N. C. Rice will take charge of the
State immediately. The Iowa Theatre will
be operated as usual.
Plans are now under way for the rebuilding of the Call. When the new theatre is completed it is planned to make the
Iowa into a store building.
The lease of the State was signed by the
Algona Theatre Co. and Gail Pettit, owner
and builder of the State. Ownership of
the State theatre building is retained by
Pettit. The equipment was purchased by
the Algona Theatre Co.

Ruddick to Iowa
Kansas

City — Joe

Ruddick

has

been

shifted from the Fox Auditorium, Marshall,
Mo., where he was assistant manager under
Floyd Davis, to Ft. Madison, la., where he
will manage the Fox Orpheum. Ruddick
has been succeeded by George T. Nuckles
as assistant manager.

110
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IIHII A Night Ball Games

gRECK
Tri-States’
Capitol FAGAN,
at Grandmanager
Island, of
reports
much
pro and con discussion over Mayor Dan

Dismay Exhibitors

Butler’s censorship streak out there, too.
Another native of Beatrice — whence hails
Robert Taylor — has signed a Hollywood
contract. She is li-year-old blonde Helen
Clancy, who makes her film debut in “It’s
Love I’m After” and will go from there
into the lead of Dick Foran’s “King of the
Rio Grande.”
Damian O’Flynn, the local actor who had
rather an important role in “Marked Woman,” has left for New York after a visit
with Omaha relatives to take the lead in
“Censored,” new stage play being produced
by A1 Woods.
Nada Batson of Kansas City is the final
choice for secretary to Tri-States District
Manager Evert R. Cummings, replacing
marriage-bound Ethel B. Good. Miss Batson hails from Kansas City, but is having
her first fling at thr business. Many affairs are being given in Miss Good’s honor. Last Thursday Bridesmaids Elsa Easterly and Julia Anderson gave a shower;
Sunday afternoon Miss Regina Molseed,
secretary of the Omaha Film Board of
Trade, gave a tea at her home.

Lincoln — Managers

of local low-priced

theatres are looking upon the menace to
the boxoffices which is being provided in
floodlighted ball parks and civic leagues
with new consternation. Last year the
attendance to the free games which ran
five nights weekly in five ball parks was
297,243 persons.
Games

Will

Be

Broadcast

New promise of further interest at the
expense of theatres is the KFOR radio
announcement that it will broadcast the
key game each week with Harry Johnson
the sports announcer, at the mike. Although it may not mean increase of the
listening public at the boxoffice expense,
it very likely will mean undue advertising
of the nightly features.

Theatre for Huntsville
Huntsville,

Mo. — This

town

will have

sical equipment of the "Vista from New
Franklin, Mo., to the location here. Mrs.
Green is closing the show at New Franklin.

Exploiteer Mike Roth of Columbia breezed into town along with the windstorms
and immediately evolved the idea of having
Father E. J. Flanagan and some of his

ATTENTION

lads from Father Flanagan’s Boys’ Home
act as a board of censorship for some Columbia shorts. The shorts were screened
for the youthful censors.

EXHIBITORS'

Booker Alice Neal of Warners is nursing
injuries consisting of two seriously broken
fingernails and one badly scratched hand
as result of getting hold of unruly horse
last Saturday evening.
Branch Manager D. V. McLucas of United Artists, who was local chairman of the
Will Rogers Fund drive, announces that
more than $500 was collected locally. Exact
figures have not been compiled yet.
N. R. Oleson, who has been managing
the Royal at Wisner, Neb., the last seven
years, has left for California to seek employment at his former profession of civil
engineering. Owner M. L. Schrieber has
resumed active management.
Mr. and Mrs. Carl White of Quality Theatre Supply have returned from Rochester,
Minn., where Mr. White went through the
Mayo clinic for a general checking over
and emerged with a clean bill.
Thanks to Walt Green of Fepco, who
sent an ancient clock to Property Master
Eddie Shafton of Variety, Filmrow now
has something to keep the evening occupied. The gag is to call Shafton at any
hour — the later the better — and ask the
time. Some of the gagsters even go so far
as to spend money on telegrams.

a

motion picture show when Mrs. Lena
Green completes the removal of the phy-

500 — American Seating Co. Seats
Perfect Condition
Squab Seats —
Panel Backs —

Upholstered
A Real Buy

One

Pair Genuine Simplex Standard Mechanisms used 60 days —
GUARANTEED — With New 2,000

ft. Magazines. Ne.v 5-point pedestals.
Price — $850.00

A Number of Rebuilt Simplex
and Powers Projectors
With Attractive Price Tags.
Cash or Terms

WESTERN THEATRE
SUPPLY COMPANY
Phone

214 North 15th Street
Atlantic 9046
Omaha,
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gACK from Hollywood, we find that Harry
Schiller got that new house open and
that Eddie Forester is now at the Omaha,
in Omaha. Henry Fonda showed your correspondent a letter from Schiller asking
for him to pay the old hometown a visit
at the opening, but Henry was tied up
with “That Certain Woman.” Although
Fonda lived nearly all his life in Omaha,
he was born in Grand Island.
Dropped in on Wilbur Cushman, the
vaude booker, who has offices in the Melba Theatre Bldg., Dallas, and says he’s
taking up residence in Hollywood June 15
to start booking the coast with low-priced
units. Will establish Ed Gardiner in Kansas City as the mid-west contact point. All
shows go for $150 per day straight next
season.
T. B. Noble, the man who teased the
Oklahoma legislature with 8xl0-inch
passes, showed us over his new State, 1,100
seater, in Oklahoma City. Also gave us
one of the passes as a souvenir. Called
Pat Magee and Bert Stern, but both unable to be reached.
Bob Livingston slipped out of town on
a “business” trip this week. When he returned from Chicago, theatre row found
all his business had been conducted with
the Chicago Cubs.
Mrs. Avis Rutherford, cashier at the
Capitol, lit out on that two-week vacation.
Situation of not knowing

who

is going

to be manager and who isn’t in the local
J. H. Cooper string is still in the fry.
Walter Shuttee has been here nearly five
weeks, having come in from the Denver
and Colorado Cooper points. Jerry Zigmont, present city boss, is rumored in line
for a move to Oklahoma City, replacing
Pat Magee.
Ike Hoig is still being torn between
show business and romance.

Organization of Theatre
Emploges Starts in Kagcee
Kansas

Des Moines Mapr
to Name 15 Censors
Des

Lambert

of theatre

em-

The

board

Union, Parent-Teacher association, dramatic groups, theatre managers and newspaper reporters.
In announcing the appointment of a
censorship board. Mayor Guilfoyle said the
preview procedure will avert responsibility
of censorship from himself. He pointed to
the recent one-man censorship by Mayor
Dan Butler of Omaha regarding the play
“Idiot’s Delight.”
Another Iowa mayor who has recently
secured some publicity is Mayor Myron J.
Walker of Iowa City, who requested Robert
Griffith, a local theatre manager, to remove a sound truck ballyhooing “The Vice
Racket” from the streets of the city, deeming the ballyhoo as “very poor taste.” The
mayor also asked that signs on the theatre’s front, depicting scenes in the “adults
only” show which is purported to expose
“unbelievable secrets,” to be covered or
removed.
Griffith extended an invitation to Mayor
Walker to attend the movie as guest of the
management, but the mayor refused the
invitation.

wage scale will vary for the different types of employment, but a 40-hour
week it is expected will be asked for all
employes.
Meanwhile the newly organized Film
Exchange Employes union, also an lATSE
affiliate, plans to present its wage and
hour demands to branch managers sometime within the next several days.

BURKETT SUCCEEDS
DILLON AT MPO UNIT
Kansas

City — Frank

Burkett

has

suc-

ceeded Robert Dillon as business agent for
the M. P. Operators’ local 170, following,
it is said, differences of the membership
with Dillon on activities of the union.
Burkett is the operator at the Rockhill.
"DAMAGED
Kansas

GOODS"

City — “Damaged

OKAYED
Goods,”

Grand

National release, has been approved by the
Kansas censor board without a deletion,
according to information from the local
exchange. The only condition prescribed
by the board is that children under 12 not
be admitted unless accompanied by one of
their parents.

the

Lambert Theatre Opens
Mo. — The

censorship

union

This union, which is lATSE-sponsored, expects to accept as members cashiers, ushetc. ers, doormen, cleaners, janitors, porters,

of 15 members soon will be appointed by
Mayor William Guilfoyle. The board will
consist of members of the Ministerial

SEAT THE IDEAL WAY

Beside Columbus, George O. Monroe is
a giant when it comes to discovering
things. He can find more movie prints no
one ever heard of than anyone in the U. S.

Princeton,

Moines — ^A movie

City — A

ployes, exclusive of projectionists, was
scheduled to be formed here this week.

Theatre,

destroyed by fire last December 23 with
an estimated loss of $25,000, has been
rebuilt and was reopened Sunday afternoon, May 23. The new house has a seating capacity of 450, and its lobby, foyer
and auditorium are finished in California
stucco. Princeton’s postmaster, F. A. Lambert, has operated the house for several
years.

IDEAL CHAIRS
H
CO
Ph

CO
1—4

PQ
U

Is the Answer to Your
Seating Problem
Ideal Seating Company’s latest
has a reversed curve back for comfort in any posture the body may
assume. An easy chair with added
leg room and good looks.
A Wide Range of Styles and Prices.
Let us explain to you how you
con take full advantage of our easy
finance terms in reseating your
house.

CO
To

A1 McClure Promoted
Hutchinson,

Kas. — A1 McClure

has been

named by Fox Midwest to manage the
Fox Strand here. McClure, who has been
assistant to Ralph Bartlett, manager for
the circuit at Jacksonville, 111., succeeds
Tom Brennon. Brennon recently went to
Kansas City as manager of ad sales for
the Warner exchange.
BOXOFnCE
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U
U

CO

equip your house with anything less than Ideal Seating is to
overpay regardless of price.

E-i Let Clyde Badger or Bill Porter
Take Care of Your Needs

STEBBINS

THEATRE

EQUIPMENT

COMPANY

"The Independent Exhibitor's Best Friend for 38 Years."
Telephone GRand 0134
Night Phone DRexel 2791
1804 WYANDOTTE ST.
KANSAS CITY, MO.

FAST, DEPENDABLE

SERVICE
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Warner Bros, branch
J^UD LOHRENZ,
manager, flew back from the New York
sales convention, traveling on the new
speedy Sky Lark. The boys describe the
convention as “marvelous.” They enjoyed
the two legit shows, “Brother Rat” and
“Tavorich,” at which they were guests.
The new-season selling drive is now under
way

. . . Columbia’s new switchboard operator is Cerna Martin. She succeeds Ruth
Shepard, who resigned . . . Morrie Abrams,
M-G-M
exploiteer, spent a few days in
Duluth on promotional work.
After the successful “Lost Horizon”
roadshow engagement here. Jack Thoma,
who

is exploiting and managing the picture for Columbia, departed for Duluth
where the film will be roadshown at the
Granada theatre.
Frances Peterson of the M-G-M
office
staff is vacationing in Montreal . . . Back
from his Philadelphia vacation, Ted Aver
is working hard on his Paramount sales’
job . . . The M-G-M bunch is just getting
back to earth after their wonderful time
at that Hollywood

convention.

Out

of grat-

itude for the swell time they had they’re
working harder than ever, if possible.
A screening of “I Met Him in Paris” is
responsible for the excess of enthusiasm at
Paramount. The entire staff is pepped up
over it. The picture, which surely looks
like sure-fire boxoffice,
Mmnesota here.

is current

at the

Phil Dunas, Columbia district manager,
a visitor . . . W. O. McPhall, Warner Bros,
checking supervisor, has just completed an
inspection tour of the territory . . . Fred
Ableson, GB exchange manager, spent thq
week in northern Minnesota.
Out-of-tow7i exhibitors visiting Filmrow
included E. P. Nelson, Waseca, Minn.;
Frank Koppelberger , La Crosse, Wis.; Jack
Wright, Red Wing, Minn.; Jack De Mars,
Benson, Minn., and C. P. Knudson, who
just took over the theatre at Red Lake
Falls, Minn., after giving up his house at
Watertown, S. D.
Paul

Lundquist,

head

booker,

and

Bill

Clason,

advertising sales’ head, were included in the 20th-Fox party of salesmen,
headed by Moe Levy, district manager, and
Joe Podoloff, branch manager. They left
this week for the Los Angeles sales conventio . . . Florence Edelman is resigning
from

National Screen’s contract department to wed Bernie Smiler. The wedding
is scheduled for late June . . . Paul Lund quist, 20th-Fox booker, has a new car, but
isn’t so happy, what with
continually popping off.

the

hub

cap

Twin City exhibitors are lookmg forward
with dread to the inauguration of night
professio7ial baseball in Minneapolis and
St. Paul in June. The American Association teams will play at least two night
games a week at the start.
Roy Smith, assistant M-G-M booker, is
sitting at the wheel of a brand new car
these nights . . . Merle Potter, Journal
movie editor, is the newest convert to
wrestling. He takes
torium shows.

112

in most

of the Audi-

Industry Veers Off Adverse Bills
Lincoln — Moving picture lobby at
the Nebraska legislature scored a
clean sweep

again this year on antiamusement business legislation. Not
a bill passed, of $650,000 worth of
detrimental measured offered for
consideration.
The two 10 per cent measures, 10
per cent of the boxoffice take and
10 per cent of the gross film rental,
were kiiocked out in committee. Demand for lavatories in all booths
was knocked out in committee. And
the $1,000 annual license fee bill
aimed at distributors went into oblivion by way of pigeon hole.
Of possible good effect on the business is the ayiti-Ascap measure
which may cut down the music assess7ne7its. It passed and is m effect 710W, makmg violati07is subject
to $5,000 fi7ie.

Summon
(Continued

page

109)

cooperative organization of 29 theatres
conducting Bank Night; William A. Singer,
manager of the Brandeis; William Miskell,
Orpheum manager; Sam Epstein of the
Epstein Theatre Corp., Ralph Goldberg of
the Goldberg Theatre Corp., Walter Creal
treasurer for the Bank Night cooperative;
Eddie Forester, Omaha manager, and TriStates and the A. H. Blank Theatre Corporations.
Exhibitors

Will

Fight

Bans

The exhibitors said they will not abandon the game without a fight. They declare the drawings

are a “legitimate

St. Augustin’s

rectory

here.

Miss

David-

son was graduated from St. Joseph’s academy and attended the University of Iowa
at Iowa City.
The

Tromar

bee7i featurmg

ballroo7n

here

7ia7ne bands

which

has

since opening

this spri7ig, will have Bob Crosby’s band
071 May 27. Charlie Ag7iew’s ba7id is booked
for May 30. Ag7iew is widely k7iown here
shice he was rn. c. at the Paramount here
dui'ing the Publix regime.
Leona Mathews, assistant to H. W. Wengel, Tri-States, spent last weekend in
Omaha where she was a guest at a tea
for 75, given by Regina Molseed in honor
of Ethel B. Good, a June bride-to-be,
former secretary to E. R. Cummings.

and

D. P. Sherma7i, mitil rece7itly associated
with Henry Rehfield as an exhibitor in
Bloomfield a?id Moulto7i, la., has joined
the sales staff of Mo7iogram here, Paddy
Sherma7i is widely k7iow7i a7nong loim
exhibitors.

Exhibitors
from

s local
Monogram’
pORREST
manager, E.
willJUDD,
be married
on June
26
to Miss Catherine Louise Davidson, daughter of Mrs. Elmer J. Davidson of Des
Moines. The marriage will take place in

trade

stimulating plan.”
“Since when has it become illegal to attempt to make a profit in the conduct of
business in Nebraska?” asked Ted Emerson, exploiteer for Tri-States, in emphasizing that the injunction action set forth
that the “defendants are benefiting over
and above ordinary receipts as result of

Monogram’s 30 exchanges have completed the first week of a nine-week sales
drive for $1,500,000, with Des Moines heading the list in branch standings. Second
to Des Moines was Kansas City, with Milwaukee, Dallas, Los Angeles and Pittsburgh
following in that order. Cash prizes totaling $1,000 will be awarded at the close of
the drive, July 10.

Bob Fult07i, city ma7iager at Waterloo
for Tri-States Theatres, ivas whuier of the
all expenses paid trip to Hollywood for a
iveek as the perso7ial guest of Adolph Zukor
in the “Adolph Zukor” ll-week drive just
co7icluded by Tri-States.

BIG NEWS
COMING SOON
THE ALL NEW

Bank Night.”
When Attorney General Hunter’s office
filed his suit charging Bank Night constituted an “illegal lottery and public nuisance” the supreme court did not act on
an accompanying motion for an immediate
restraining order.
Temporary

Injunction

Will

Be

Sought

Filing of such a suit directly with the
supreme court is unusual in Nebraska and
the court has to grant permission for such
a move. Hunter said he was carrying this
suit directly to the supreme court because
attorneys for Affiliated Enterprises of Denver, owner of the copyright, failed to abide
by a gentlemen’s agreement and make an
immediate appeal after losing a district
court decision in the Beatrice case.
Assistant Attorney General Robinson
also revealed that a motion will be filed
soon asking a temporary injunction and a
request for a hearing on the motion al
9 a. m. Monday, June 7.

ALL FILM TRAVEL ON ROTATING
TYPE GYROSURFACES — NEW
EXCITER
"DC"
—
SCOPIC FILTER
SUPPLY — TWO-WAY HORN SYSTEM WITH CELLULAR HORN FOR
HIGHS.

PRICED FOR THE SMALL
AND MEDIUM SIZED
THEATRE

MANUFACTURERS

219 NORTH

AND

WHOLESALERS

I6T!' STREET. .. OMAHA.
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K A Y C HE IE Wm.Elson Promoted;
jgXHIBITORS on Filmrow this week included Virgil Green and Mrs. Green
from Clarence and LaPlata, Mo.; Jack
Johnston, McPherson, Kas.; Charles Spainhour, Greensburg, Kas.; R. B. Strickler,
Craig, Mo.; Art Pugh, Fredonia, Kas.; E.
B. Wright, Norborne, Mo.; Harry Musgrave,
Minneapolis and Wamego, Kas.; C. A. Bessier and Mrs. Bessier from Humboldt, Kas.;
Howard Meeks, Maysville, Mo.; Mrs. Lena
Green, Huntsville, Mo.

Lehman to Newman
Kansas

City

—

William

Elson,

former

Mrs. Clifford L. Gilles is the vice-president of the Variety Club ladies auxiliary
and not Mrs. Clifford L. Dillon as erroneously printed last week.

RKO and Paramount division manager,
owner and operator of the Seventh St. at
Minneapolis, and since mid-February supervisor of the Mainstreet and Newman
here for the two theatre operating companies, has been made managing director
of the Mainstreet and Newman. Elson
will now make his headquarters here.
Since the two first runs have been operating in a pool, which they have since the
Pox Midwest pool arrangement with them
and the Uptown and Tower ceased functioning this winter, Elson has been headquartering in Minneapolis.

Curley
Excelsior
week out
from an
days ago.

Lawrence Lehman, manager of the
Mainstreet ever since the house was opened, now goes to the Newman as manager.
He replaces Ralph Lawler, who left Monday night for Toledo to take over the
B & K Princess and Paramount there.

F. J. Barry, Columbia home office represetitative, is at the local exchange for
several weeks.

Wilson, Fox Beyer manager at
Springs, Mo., was reported this
of the hospital and recuperating
operation undergone about teji

H. H. “Doc” Barrett of the Ritz is sporting a new Buick.

The pool deal gives the Mainstreet and
Newman first-run pictures from Paramount, Warner Bros., RKO Radio.

William “Peripatetic” Ber7ifield was off
for Denver Tuesday of the week to get
Coloradoans into the spirit of “Woman
Chases Man.”
Fifty persons were at Forty-Hi Club last
week to give Ralph Lawler, manager of the
Newman, a farewell party before his departure to Toledo, where he will manage the
Paramount and Princess for the B. & K.
circuit. The group was comprised mostly
of theatre staff members, who arranged
the party. Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence Lehman
were guests.
The long-awaited golf match at $10 a
hole between R. W. McEwan of Affiliated
Distributors and E. L. Harris of Alexander
Film Co. has been definitely set to be played at the Broadmoor golf course in Colorado Springs, Colo., Sunday, June 27. Last
Tuesday both signed an agreement in the
presence of Boxoffice and Exhibitor Jewell M. Gershon of St. Joseph, so it looks
as if the golfers mean real business.
Gretchen Brown, secretary to C. A.
Schultz at Commonwealth, spent last
weekend in the old home town,
Brunswick, Mo. — “on Plum Street,” she
says; “you know, the one that runs plumb
through the town.”
Add exhibitors in town: Robert Gorham,
Liberty, Horton, Kas.; Ray Cook, Missouri,
Maryville, Mo., brother of C. E. “Doc”
Cook, who runs the opposition house; M.
S. Heath, Plaza, Liberty, Mo.
A nosegay

to Pox

Midwest

theatres in

Kansas City. They’re doing a “doubles of
movie stars” contest this week and next
to arouse interest in Colleen Moore’s doll
house exhibition at Peck’s store June 4 to
19. Exhibition of the famous creation is in
the interests of children’s charity of nine
women’s organizations here. Two at a
time, Pox houses will conduct elimination
contests. Winners of these go on the stage
at the Uptown June 3, and will be judged
by Colleen, and representatives of the
women’s

groups. Peck’s is putting
(Continued on next page)
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K. C. VARIETY CLUB
HOSTS 39 ORPHANS
Kansas

City — Thirty-nine

boys and girls

from five to 14 years old, whose

home

• DON

•

“High Fidelity”
Says:

Hear
THE
MAGIC
VOICE

is

St. John’s Orphanage, Kansas City, Kas.,
were guests of Variety Club May 21, at a
showing of “Penrod & Sam” and “Popeye”
and at Variety Clubrooms afterward for
ice cream and cookies — and lollypops. Two
or three became so engrossed in the feature picture that they screamed for help
when the hero was about to lose his life.
One lad, completely blind now, enjoyed the
show as much as the others, just listening.
Sisters Mary Remigia and Maria Theresa came with the children. June Medcalf, who gave the boys a lift as hostess,
wanted to adopt a couple of the youngsters, about seven years old, Bobby Jones
and Leo Sturm.

of the
SCREEN
and Be Convinced
of the Best in Sound
Turn

to Page 25

Helping out were Prank Bowen, Pinton
Jones, Arthur Cole, Dick Biechele, George
Baker.

400 ATTEND TRADE
OPENING OF lOTH ST.
Kansas

City — Members

of the industry

— branch managers, and others — theatre
men of Greater Kansas City, and other
friends of Ed Burgan attended his private
opening for the trade May 21 of the rebuilt
Tenth Street, Kansas City, Kas. Approximately 400 saw the house at the preview.
The theatre is one of three operated in
Kansas City, Kas., by Burgan. The house
has new seats, new sound, new lobby, new
foyer and front, new heating and cooling
plant, new floors, walls and ceiling.
The house showed to 2,000 when it
opened to the public May 23.

AVIS
Telephone HArrison 6953
906 Davidson Bldg — 17th & Main
KANSAS CITY, MO.
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B. Warrick, manager Rialto Theatre,
Missouri Valley, created considerable
amusement recently when he undertook to
serve as nursemaid for a baby pig which
was being used in a promotion idea. He
found that this pig had an unsatisfied appetite and required considerable care. However, it soon was disposed of at a drawing
held in the theatre previous to “Waikiki
Wedding” and proved a good drawing card.
Ira Crane fro?n the publicity department
of the Affiliated Theatres in Sioux City has
been made manager of the Loop Theatre,
taking the place of Rennie Pike, who resigned.
A. B. Friedman, manager of the Iowa
Theatre in Sioux City and a partner in
the Affiliated Theatres, has been laid up
with a badly sprained angle.
Jimmy Slater, former manager of the
Omaha Theatre, Omaha, has been transferred to Sioux City as manager of the Capitol Theatre.
Due to the many changes that have been
made and the enlarging of the duties of
the city manager, L. E. Davidson now
spends all his time looking after the Affiliated Theatres in Sioux City.
Arthur Johnson, manager of the Mills
Theatre at Lake Mills, has fust completed
and opeyied a new theatre seating 440 persons. The theatre is modern in every respect and is air-conditioried.
Mrs. Edna L. Rector, manager of the
Star Theatre at Sioux Rapids, la., says she
thinks that the motion picture theatre
operation is an ideal business for a woman.
She has redecorated her house, installed
new seats, new carpets and new sound,
besides enlarging the auditorium.

DUBINSKYS TO OPEN
MISSOURI AT ST. lOE
St. Joseph,

Mo. — Dubinsky

The Missouri’s reopening means a shift
of the midnight shows on Saturdays from
the Electric to the Missouri, and shifting
of the “Screeno” trade stimulant to the
Missouri from the Electric on Saturday
night programs. The Electric, however,
which was open during the Missouri’s dark
period, will retain the Bank Night feature
on Wednesday nights.

New Quality Sales
Omaha

—

Quality

Kansas

City — B.

Waers,

for

the

past

Theatre

Supply

system, H. H. Mullin’s Gem, Glenwood,
la.; lenses and reflectors, Henry Carlin,
Carlin, Spaulding, Neb.; new curtain track
and control and film rewinding equipment, W. M. Miller, Neu, Ashland, Neb.; a
sound system and projection, M. L. Schrieber. Royal, Wisner, Neb.; and projection
and sound, James White, Portsmouth, la.

AND

Great

St.
Western

817 Holmes

Phone:

Kansas

City

■—

M.

G.

Shackelford

re-

signed Monday as Missouri salesman for
Republic-Midwest to join L. F. Durland
at Monogram Pictures of Kansas City, the
former Consolidated Films exchange.
Shackelford will sell Monogram pictures
for the exchange, but the exact territory
has not yet been worked out.
Shackelford formerly was booker and
city salesman for Republic-Midwest.
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Victor 8796

Stage Equipment

Theatre

Equipment

C. H. Badger, Mgr.

before leaving town last week: “An overpowering sense of modesty has prevented
Republic’s Booker Johnny Scott from fully
acquainting his public with his many accomplishments. Ithas been left to the well
meant intention of the author of this line
or two to point out that Robert Taylor
runs a close second in the feminine heart
of Johnny’s co-workers. Johnny has of
course shyly and timidly usurped first
place. Yes, verily, Taylor had better look
to his laurels, as were it bruited about that
the great, pint-size lover, is on the loose.
Republic would lose a self-styled ace booker and American womanhood gain a new
Add exhibitors on Filmrow this week;
F. J. Higgins, Princess, St. Marys, Kas.;
Louis Griefe, Windsor Mo.; E. Van Hyning,
lola, Kas.; C. L. Miller, Topeka, Kas.;
idol.”
O. L. Christian, Parker, Kas.; H. Hanson
and Elmer Kunz of Burlingame, Kas.
Russell Borg from Kansas City got a
room at the Ambassador all to himself
while attending the GN meet. Russell
weighs 350 — in his sun suit.
Paul

Bayzman,

formerly of Boxoffice

and poster department manager at Columbia, has been named assistant scoutmaster
of the troops that will go to Washington
June 25-July 11 on the Jamboree. Bayzman has long been active in scout work
and is assistant scoutmaster of Troop 61.

ASSOCIATIONS

Independent Theatre Owners Association
3501 Gladstone — BEnton 5456
E. Rolsky, Pres.
Ed Hartman, Sec y
K. M. T. A.

Mgr.

128 W.

18th St. —

309 West

Theatre

SCREEN

GRand

Douglas

Equipment

Ave.

C. D. Peck, Mgr.

PUBLICITY

0134

Co., Inc.

Wichita, Kas.

Phone

2-2153

Washed

Freezem

109 W.

18th St.— Kansas

City, Mo.

E. L. Harris, Dist. Mgr., Mo., Kan., Neb., Iowa.
239 East 72nd Terrace

Hlland

Syncrofilm
W. L.

2694

SERVICE

K. C. SOUND

home

units, spray nozzles, multiblade rotors
G. A. Peterson
VI. 3535
H. F. Rodick

Film Company

Picture Advertising

SOUND

Mfg. Co.

Air Units, all sizes, blowers,

Motion

Phone:

AIR CONDITIONING
Peterson

4825

Co.

Alexander
Southwest

Harrison

R. R. Biechele, Sec.-Treas.

John Staple, Pres.

St.

Phone:

vwwwjwj

EXHIBITOR

Co.

St.
T. L. Greening,
Phone: Victor 9078

Stebbins

Even A. L. Pindat of Republic Pictures,
noticed it, and wrote the following essay

EXHIBITOR

SUPPLIES

A. A. Electric Machinery Co.
Ernest Amoneno, Mgr.
1117 Cherry

from preceding page)

prizes totaling $270 for the winners of the
contest. Nice biznes.

QUIDE FOR THE
KANSAS CITY

A HANDY
EQUIPMENT

(Continued

DIDECTDRy

TRADE

1804 Wyandotte

M. G. SHACKELFORD
TO MONOGRAM STAFF

an-

nounces sale of new seats to A. A. Ulm,
Orpheum, Randolph, Neb.; R. C. Metzger,
Ritz, Winner, S. D.; R. E. Fletcher, Lyric,
Hartington, Neb., and F. E. Metzger, Cozy,
Tindall, S. D.; new carpet, Kirk and
Creal’s North Star, Omaha; new lamps,
rectifiers and sound heads, Wesley Mansfield, King, Belle Plaine, la., and cooling
system for his luka at Tama, la.; cooling

B. WAERS SELLS OUT
THEATRE INTERESTS
seven years operator of the Waemore
Theatre at Plattsburg, Mo., and for about
a year operator of the Lathrop at Lathrop,
Mo., has sold out his interests and will
enter the contracting business in Tulsa,
Okla., he said here this week.
J. B. Trice, new to the theatre business,
has leased the Plattsburg Waemore. Gerald Baker, manager of the Granada in
Kansas City, Kas., has bought the Lathrop
house.

Brothers’

largest house in St. Joseph, the Missouri,
will reopen May 30 after being dark for
several weeks. The theatre will return to
a semi-weekly change policy upon its reopening.
Coincident with the reopening of the
Missouri, the Electric, another Dubinsky
house, will start booking stage units for
the summer months.

KAYCEE

SERVICE

Sound Equipment and Service
130 W. 18th St.
W. P.

Norris

HA

4783
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FRELS DAMAGE SUIT IS STARTED
$10,000 Damage Suit
Against L. &J. Chain
Macon,

Ga. — Lucas

& Jenkins

Theatres,

Inc. and John Youngblood, manager of
the Capitol Theatre here, were named defendants in a suit for $10,000 damages by
W. A. McClellan jr., Macon lawyer.
The plaintiff seeks to recover $5,000 actual damages and $5,000 punitive damages
as a result of an incident at the door of
the Capitol last March.
McClellan alleges that he and his wife
were subjected to “public contempt and
ridicule” when Youngblood refused to take
their tickets at the theatre door. McClellan alleges the tickets were purchased
in regular order.

Memphis Emploges
Form AFL Union
Memphis — Formation

of

an

American

Federation of Labor union of employes in
local film exchanges was announced this
week by O. L. Williams, corresponding secretary of the Motion Picture Operators’
Union.
“More than 50 per cent of the inspectors, shippers, poster clerks and bookers in
local exchanges have joined,” Williams
said. “They will be affiliated with the
same international organization of which
the motion picture operators and stagehands are members.”
Officers will be elected when the charter
arrives. The organization is making a nation-wide drive to unionize all motion picture workers.

McCormick
Atlanta— J.

U.

Booking

McCormick

of

Amity

Pictures has taken over the bookings for
“Gambling With Souls” in the Mississippi
and Louisiana territories, replacing George
Benton, who has resigned.

DELEGATES EN ROUTE
TO 20TH-FOX PARLEY
Atlanta — The Atlanta

contingent

of 20th-

Fox left this week for Los Angeles, convention bound.
They joined the Charlotte group in New
Orleans where they boarded a special car
on into Shreveport, picking up Memphis and then to Dallas where they were
joined by the Oklahoma City, St. Louis
and Dallas gang.
Going from Atlanta: Harry Ballance,
district manager; Paul Wilson, branch
manager; R. G. McClure, sales manager;
Dick Ford, booking manager; Ed Tucker,
ad-sales manager; Don Reed, ad-sales
supervisor and Salesmen Fred Dotson,
Maurice Mitchell, Roland Fairchild and
H. P. Lassiter.
Prom Charlotte: Phil Longdon, branch
manager; J. O. Mock, booking manager;
Cliff Hardin, ad-sales manager and Salesmen Sam Hinson, George Ebersole and
J. E. Holston.
They were to arrive in Los Angeles Sunday morning. May 30. One of the highlights of the convention will be Thursday,
June 3, when they will spend the day at
the studios at the Pox Movietone City,
ending with a formal banquet at the Cocoanut Grove. It will be known as 20th
Century-Fox Night with most of Hollywood’s celebrities present as hosts.

FILM TRANSIT CO. TO
OPEN ARK. BRANCH
Little

Rock,

Ark. — The

Film

Transit

Co., with headquarters in Memphis and
Little Rock, will begin operating in this
state June 7, it has been announced by
M. H. Brandon, president and general
manager of the firm. Brandon will be in
charge of the offices here.
The business of the company is the
transportation of films and newspapers.
The company has experienced several
legal battles in seeking state and interstate authority for highway operation
since January, 1935.

SOUTHERN EDITION Is One of the Seven Sectional Editions in Which BOXOPPICE Is Published Weekly. The
other Six Editions Are: NEW ENGLAND, MIDEAST, CENTRAL, MIDWEST, WESTERN, EASTERN.

Major Distributors and lefferson Circuit Head
Deny Conspiracy
Dallas — The

long-pending

damage

suit

of Rubin Prels, of Victoria, Tex., against
the Jefferson Amusement Co., J. G. Long
circuit, a part of the major film distributors and others went before Judge W. H.
Atwell in federal court Monday morning.
The suit alleges conspiracy to deny Frels
product in Victoria and several smaller
towns.
Allied

Loaned

Frels

$2,000

Depositions took a major portion of the
day, the first of which was from Col H. A.
Cole, who said that he and Allied States
Assn, had a sympathetic interest in the
case and explained that the national organization had loaned Prels $2,000 toward
the suit, the loan having been made personally in Dallas by Abram F. Myers,
general counsel for Allied, which loan was
to be repaid in case Frels won his case.
Col. Cole left just ahead of the trial for
the national Allied convention in Milwaukee.
The next deposition was from R. J.
(Dick) Potter, former booker for Jefferson
until about two years ago, who said he had
been in the employ of Frels at Victoria
about three weeks. Potter said that, on
instructions from the Jefferson home office in Beaumont, he had gone to all film
companies to find out what unsold product
they had on hand for Victoria, and at the
same time told them to hold up any new
product for the town as the Jefferson circuit was going to build a theatre there in
competition to Prels and would be interested in these films there.
Two

Offers Refused

On cross examination Potter said he received these instructions from Beaumont
which were given and carried out by him
in order that his company (Jefferson)
would have an equal chance to buy them
along with any other theatre in Victoria.
Miss Marian Holzheuser, secretary to
Prels, said Sol E. Gordon and J. C. Clemmons, ranking officers respectively, visited
Frels on two occasions, offering two deals
in settlement of the Victoria controversy
(Continued on page 117)

V. W. CRISP, Southwestern Editor, 210 S. Harwood St., Dallas, Tex.
need benbdic, southeastern Editor, its Vz waiton st., n. w., Atlanta,
Ga. J. W. LEIGH, 1509 Bodenger Blvd., New Orleans. EES KETNER,
south Texas Editor, 531 N. St., San Antonio. Tex.

Circuit Members Discuss
Problems at Texas Meet
Galveston, Tex. — Policy, exploitation,
labor and other items in the successful
operation of theatres were discussed here
this week by executives and employes of
the Interstate and Consolidated circuits
in four-day convention.
Special cars laden with executives and
personnel left Dallas at midnight Sunday
for the meeting under the direction of
Karl Hoblitzelle, president, and R. J.
O'Donnell,

general manager.
Prominent Guests

The convention opened Monday morning with 150 managers being among the
throng.

Notables in the group visitors included: A. W. Smith jr. and Monroe
Greenthal, United Artists general sales
manager and publicity chief respectively:
Grad Sears and Carl Leserman, Warner
general sales manager and assistant sales

manager; Ned E. Depinet, RKO vice-president; Ralph Rolan, vice-president in
charge of advertising, March of Time; Y.
Frank Freeman, Paramount vice-president:
Leon Netter, in charge of Paramount theatre operations under Freeman; T. J. Connors, M-G-M division manager; E. V.
Richards, New Orleans, president of Saenger theatres: Harry Nance of Phoenix,

Ariz.; M. A. Lightman, who operates the
Malco Chain throughout Tennessee, Arkansas and in Mississippi.
George J. Schaefer, vice-president of
United Artists, and Joe Weil, director of
exploitation for Universal, made the trip
from the coast. C. E. Kessnich, M-G-M
district manager, came on from Atlanta.
Columbia was represented by the Dallas
branch manager.
O’Donnell presided at the opening session. Karl Hoblitzelle made the principal
talk in which he lauded employes for their
diligence and saying he regarded them as
partners rather than employes.
A. Martini, veteran Galveston showman
and

a partner with Interstate, was honored by a standing salute from the crowd.

Monday afternoon was devoted to serious discussion of routine matters covering many phases of operation which
brought favorable comments from visiting
circuit heads.
Tuesday’s business session was a strictly business affair, followed by early adjournment for swimming and golfing.
All Interstate and Consolidated employes will receive a three weeks’ vacation with pay this year, it was announced.

OUR

A M T O M HE
0

OSMAN,
factory representative and
salesman for the Globe Ticket Co., Atlanta, Ga., is calling on exchanges and
theatres in this territory.

Richard (Dick) Turner is back in the
Alamo City after spending his vacation at
Lake Medina, Tex.
Miss Josephine Schreiner of Kerrville,
Tex., is in Santone working in the locallymade film, “Sights
Associated picture.

Antonio,”

an

Mrs. Velma Montague, who has the Aztec and Valley Theatres in Edinburg, has
returned to her office from a recent trip
to San Antonio where she called upon
Manager Johnny Floore of the Texas.
Many visitors paid a visit to San Antonio during the past week or so. Among
those reported in and out of town were
Rafael Calderon, exhibitor, distributor and
producer of El Paso, Chihuahua and Mexico City; Jose Calderon, his brother, also
of Mexico: Jack H. Adams jr., Adams Film
Exchanges, Dallas; Johnny Jones, San Angelo; G. Lavenant, Falfurrias and Concepcion, Tex., who has opened a new tent
show at Falfurrias with E. Guerra, manager; M. Gonzalez and J. R. Ancona from
Argentine, who have closed a distribution
deal for Argentine pictures with Azteca
Films Distributing Co. of El Paso, Tex.

LONG

OUR

of San

EXPERIENCE

SUCCESS
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Equipment
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This Season
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See our new
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struction including double
ball-bearings,
speed
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ARK. rro WANTS POWER RATES CUT
SELERTH & HYMAN
BUY N. O. PALACE

Frels Suit Begins
(Continued from page 115)

New

between them, both of which she claimed
were turned down by Frels.
Paul Scott, owner of the Varsity, a
neighborhood Dallas theatre, was called by
the plaintiff to explain as an expert the
difference in drawing power between product offered by independent distributors
and that of the major distributors, which
were referred to as “the big eight.” On
cross-questioning he admitted that some
of the independent product had played to
good business in some localities.
Frels

Takes

Stand

The plaintiff was on the stand Monday
afternoon as Judge Atwell adjourned court
for the day. On direct examination he
explained that he had a franchise with
RKO and that he had bought Paramount
in advance of the selling season for one
year after Jefferson entered Victoria but
that other majors offered him only half
of the product, reserving the other half
for Jefferson. The next year Frels said
he was unable to make any news deals with
majors for Victoria.
Frels attempted to show that even
(Continued on page 119)

Orleans — The

Palace

Theatre

prop-

erty at the corner of Dauphine Iberville
Sts., formerly operated as the Junior Orpheum and now under lease to a corporation operating a Negro theatre, has
been sold to Sonnie Selerth and Harris
Hyman jr. for $65,000 cash.
The names of the purchasers do not appear in either the city directory or the
telephone directory, and Filmrow is wondering just who the new owners are. The
house, formerly a Greenwall theatre, was
erected about 40 years ago by Henry
Greenwall as a stock house at a cost of
$150,000. The property situated in the
heart of the business district one block
from Canal St. is easily worth alone
$100,000.

The New Orleans Item published the
real estate trandsfers containing the information, but killed it after the first edition. Neither the Times-Picayune or the
States carried this particular transfer.
The register of conveyances was reluctant
to allow the representative of Boxoffice
see the bill of sale. No information from
the agents who conducted the sale could be
obtained.

Rock — Reduction

of power

rates

A committee of five was selected to carry
on this work. They are: J. M. Ensor, J. F.
Norman, B. V. McDougald, Robert Yancey and G. Sterling.
More than 200 exhibitors and representatives of allied trades gathered for the
Sunday-Monday meeting at the Marion
Hotel here.
“Wage

Battle

Via Legislation”

Col. H. A. Cole, president of the Texas
Allied unit and a member of the national
Allied board, was the principal speaker at
the Monday afternoon session. He warned
the exhibitor against attempting to solve
their problems individually. “The independent exhibitor is fighting only the symptoms of a disease, which is monopoly,” he
said. “He will have to get at the roots of
his troubles before results are seen.”
These results. Cole contended, could come
(Continued on page 124)

New Low Prices

SPARE PARTS
ASSURE YOU
CONTINUOUS

Change From SINGLE to
DOUBLE
BEARING

Little

to motion picture theatres and the formulation of more uniform provisions for applying such rates will be an important ITO
of Arkansas program goal, it was announced Monday at the annual convention here.

CHARLOTTE
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Convention in Little Rock
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A T IIL A Mir A
pj E. LAIRD, office manager for Vitagraph in Memphis, and formerly of the
Atlanta office, was on the Row this week
greeting old friends and acquaintances.
Dewey Mousson of the Knickerbocker
Theatre in Nashville, on the Row this week
previeiving all the latest releases at the
RKO screening room.
Miss Lucille Bankston, M-G-M’s bookers
secretary, is vacationing in Memphis.

PLAN NEW HOUSE FOR
GUNTERSVILLE, ALA.

Mangham Will Open
in Memphis June 1

Atlanta — Carter Welborne of Guntersville, Ala., announced on the Row this
week that he was erecting a new 500-seat
moving picture theatre in Guntersville
which he expects to open about July 10.

Atlanta — John Mangham, president of
Southern Film Exchanges, announces the
opening of the Memphis office will be held
June 1 at 395 South Second St.

Welborne

spent a couple of days accompanied by Royce D. Means, of the Center Theatre, purchasing equipment and
booking pictures.
He also announced that he was contemplating opening a new theatre in Albertville, Ala.

J. Harry Spann, recently appointed district zone manager, will have the supervision of the Memphis and New Orleans
offices.

Wendal Welsh, a Dallas, Ga., exhibitor,
was a Row visitor.
Sam Perloff, M-G-M
booker, is in the
Emory University Hospital recovering from
an appendicitis operation.

BANK

Glenn Spence Calvert, formerly of 20thFox and GB exchanges in Memphis, will
have direct charge of the office.

ELECTS WILBY

Mangham

TO DIRECTOR'S

POST

Lex Benton of Benton Bros, was confined
to his home several days this week due to
a throat infection.

Atlanta — Robert B. Wilby, prominent
theatre executive, has been elected a director of the Atlanta branch of the Citizens & Southern National Bank.

Ed Tucker, of 20th-Fox ad-sales, is busy
these days proudly exhibiting the nifty
11x14 electric display frame he is quoting
at $5.00.

Wilby is one of the south’s best known
theatre men and is president of the WilbyKincey Service Corp., which operates theatres in North and South Carolina, Virginia, West Virginia, Tennessee and Alabama.

K. C. Stengel of the Hartselle Theatre
Corp. of Nashville, Term., was on the Row
booking for his neio house, the Franklin.
Wil-Kin
time.

is at it again

with popcorn,

this

It’s a Cretor Machine being demonstrated on the display floor.

Frank Merritt of the Acme Theatres in
Birmingham, on the Row booking for his
new colored
gomery.
Cy

theatre,

Dillon, Charlotte

the Royal,

manager,

in Mont-

and

Atlanta manager for Republic Pictures, left Wednesday for a combined business and pleasure trip to Nashville, Tenn.

//

USE VISUGRAPHIC
TRAILERS of
COMING ATTRACTIONS
Plus Postage
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ATLANTA,

GA.

Albert

Durin,

booker,

into Styles’ place

and

moved
W.

up a notch

R. Word,

head

shipper, took over Durin’s chair with Paul
Morgan assuming Word’s place as head
shipper and B. W. Smith being added to
the shipping department.

COMFORT

//

Means International Seat Corp. Design.
The most comfortable theatre seat on
the market
many

today, tomorrow,

years

of hard

and

after

service.

QUIET! NO SQUEAKS
OR RATTLES
Thanks

to

eliminates
weakness.

Miss Louise Brent, secretary to ad-sales
manager K. E. Lewis, Paramount, is on a
two weeks vacation in Memphis.

P. O. Box 385

booker, who took over the duties as manager of L. J. Duncan’s house, the Ritz
Theatre in Barnesville, Ga.

FLOATING

Mrs. E. C. Fain of the Plaza Theatre,
Wetumpka, Alabama, was on the Row
Tuesday . . . Bill Dowler was a Chattanooga
visitor and B. E. Gore was in from Tampa.

Visugraphic Film Corp.

Atlanta — Promotions were in order this
week at the Atlanta Paramount exchange
due to the resignation of Buford Styles,

Reagans Will Remodel

Word has been received from Homer
Hisey, at one time booker for Vitagraph in
Atlanta, that he has been transferred from
the Buffalo Vitagraph office as salesman
to the Seattle office in like capacity.

Order Filled For Less Than
Three (3) Trailers

ATLANTA PARAMOUNT
EXCHANGE UPS THREE

Sylvania, Ga. — Mr. and Mi'S. David Reagan have completed plans for the remodeling of the Strand Theatre, Sylvania, Ga.,
and expect to open about July 15. The
name will be changed to the Sylvan
Theatre.

George M. Schorey, exhibitor, tvas in
from the Queen Theatre, Columbiana,
Tenn.

No

of

to Mono-

Carl

Floyd,

$1:22 EACH

also states that the name
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COUNTY OCCUPATIONAL LEVIES OUT
Frels Suit Begins
(Continued

from page 117)

though he had none of these new films
under contract he did get five of them for
his Uptown Theatre. Judge Atwell here
interrupted, refusing to allow any testimony as to how he got them. It was believed the prosecuting attorneys were trying to bring out that Frels was awarded
these films by the grievance board under
the old NRA.
Confirms

Settlement

Frels corroborated

Offers

the testimony

of his

secretary on the offers made him by Gordon and Clemmons. One, he said, was a
pool in which the circuit was to handle
buying and booking for four per cent, with
Frels to have four per cent for management and the balance split 50-50. (Frels
had two theatres and Jefferson one). The
other, Frels, said, was that he was approached to pay Jefferson $7,500 in cash
and take over Jefferson’s theatre lease and
product deals for Victoria. Both offers
were turned down by Frels, he testified. He
was due for cross-questioning Tuesday
morning.
When the two propositions were turned
down by Frels he testified Gordon said if
they couldn’t get together on those deals
there was one they could get together on
and that was that Jefferson would build
theatres in all of Frels towns, Frels said.
The defense indicated it would stress the
issues of copyright of films and interstate
commerce in which category film business
is placed. Much of the testimony Monday
was based on knowledge and belief without written evidence, although some written documents were exhibited.
Four

Film

Companies

Georgia High Court Rules
Theatres Immune to
Such Tax

MacCORMACK PROVES
LIFE OF THE PARTY
Dallas — National

Theatre

Supply

Atlant.a — A

Com-

pany’s C. W. A. MacCormack took almost
the past week off to attend the Shrine
state conclave in Wichita Palls. Friends
said Mac did attend the meet and mingled
with red hats from all over Texas in a
big way.
Bearing out his reputation as a funster,
MacCormack acted as head of the traffic
cops on Wichita streets. He was leader of
an orchestra. Pursuant to several telegrams bearing a name at the bottom of one
of the nation’s most important figures,
Mac conducted the broadcasting at various
times over KGKO, giving both stock and
weather reports. He missed his cue at one
period, failing to give the stock market,
coming on later, however, to mention that
the market was blank at the time and proceeded to give the weather. He used a
number of devices to reproduce barnyard
effects in the broadcasts, each of which
he introduced with the crowing of one of
Pathe’s pet roosters.
His temporary move to Wichita was very
strenuous, he said, obliging him to put in
about 28 hours a day. He was back in
Dallas this week at National preferring his
regular hours which are somewhat shorter.
NEW
Eastman,

MARTIN-THOMPSON
Ga. — Negotiations

with ENCORE
PICTURE

PROGRAMS
$3.75 PER THOUSAND

99 WALTON

BOXOmCE

FREE

PRINTING
ST.

:: May

not

New Theatre Corp.
Orangeburg,

S. C. — A

charter

has

been

granted by the Orangeburg Theatres, Inc.,
authorized to own and operate moving
picture and other theatres and to engage
in amusement and recreational enterprises: to own and rent real estate and
for such other activities allowed by law,
the amount of stock capital $10,000, payable immediately, divided 100 shares of
par value of $100 each.

HOUSE
GEORGE

are in prog-

ress for the erection of a new $15,000
theatre building here for the MartinThompson Theatre circuit. If the deal is
concluded work will begin on the building June 1, it is said.

WEEKS

Memphis — George

IN MEMPHIS

W.

Weeks,

GB

gen-

eral sales manager, and Mrs. Weeks, who
started on a leisurely motor trip last week
to Los Angeles, arrived here this week to
spend several days visiting with friends.
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IDEAL CHAIRS

Advertise
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The court did not point out the distinction between a license tax and an occupational tax.
The ruling was in answer to questions
certified to the court by the court of appeals in the case of Brooks county against
the Ilex Theatre of Quitman.

DA-LITE SEAMLESS

SAMPLES

county

Involved

The defendants involved among the film
companies are: Paramount, M-G-M, 20th
Century-Fox, Vitagraph, with the complaints withdrawn that were originally
filed against other distributors.
Besides Jefferson and its subsidiary, East
Texas Theatres, and J. G. Long, the other
defendants include B. F. Fordtran, of Bellville, a former partner of Frels, Sol E. Gordon, J. C. Clemmons and Tom Clemmons.
Attorneys for both sides presented their
cases to the jury as court opened. The
plaintiff is represented by Pat Russell,
(Continued on page 121)

MOTION

Georgia

levy an occupational tax against a motion picture theatre, according to a ruling made by the Georgia supreme court.
The high court held that a county has
the right to levy a license tax to operate
a theatre, but as the state already levies
an occupational tax against amusement
houses, the county cannot levy a similar
tax.
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MANY TEXAS SALES

TOPICS

Houston — Recent

ALABAMA
Birmingham — W. G. Bryan, formerly of
the Wilkin circuit in this territory, is now
manager of the Manos Theatre at Ellwood
City, Pa.
Mobile — The Arlington Theatre, Mobile’s
open air amusement place on Mobile Bay,
opened May 16 for the summer season.

sales

in

Texas

Equipment

by

Co., in-

Abiline State Hospital, Abiline, booth table,
cabinet, rewind, fan, booth chair; J. G. Long,
Pasadena Theatre, Pasadena, chairs, carpets, curtain tracks and controls, draperies, screen, lighting
fixtures, blowers, washers, pumps, motors, drives,
frames, ticket register, boxoffice chair, changemaker. push bars, ticket chopper, water cooler,
fire extinguishers, projectors, lamps, generator,
lenses, changeovers, booth table, cabinets, rewinders, splicers and reels, booth chair, exhaust fan.
etc.

FLORIDA
Bunnell — Manager F. L. Alig jr. has
just completed installation of 300 new
cushion seats in the lower floor of the
Flagler Theatre.
Eustis — E. J. Sparks, head of the Sparks
circuit, visited Jack Fitzwater, local theatre manager of the State Theatre here,
and praised both Fitzwater and the people
of Eustis for the progress made in the
theatre in the past year.
Miami Beach — The Rosetta Theatre on
Second Ave. has let a contract for a complete paint job.
Moore Haven — Mrs. Mary K. Davis of
the new Glades Theatre which opened here
this month has received numerous compliments on the splendid
ment of her theatre.

Southwestern Theatre
clude the following:

sound

equip-

Orlando — A charter has been granted to
Mul-Co Theatres Incorporated, in Haines
City, 100 shares with no par value. Directors: F. O. Muller, W. W. Schaffer
and A. N. Sprigg.

GEORGIA

Sam
Schwartz, Aztec and
Yolanda
theatres.
Eagle Pass, ticket register, shutter control, color
wheel; D. F. Luckie, University Theatre, West
University Place, ticket register, screen, rectifiers,
changeovers, footage counter, water cooler, film
mender,
rewind, motor
and
fire extinguishers;
Lynn
Smith. Crystal Theatre, Gonzales, cabinet
changeovers, locker; John H. Stahl, Texa.s Theatre. Carrizo Springs, washer
and pump;
J. GLong, Franklin Theatre, Bay City, lenses; Martin
Cole, Cole Theatre, Rosenberg, (drives.
New
frame;

Highland
A. Farb,

Park school, Dallas, screen anc
Rainbow Theatre. Houston, booth

table; Mrs. Henry L. Masur, Baker Theatre. Lockart, film cabinets and changeovers: R. C. Garbade,
Grand Theatre, Yoakum,
cabinet and reels; Texas
Theatre Supply Co.. Dallas, conversion units; Sam
Kirscheimer, Northside Theatre, Houston, screen;
C. D. Edwards.
Crescent Theatre, Sour Lake,
screen, exit lights; J. R. Hollomon, Corrigan Theatre, Corrigan, shutters: Agnes
Theatre, Corpus:
Christi, carpet; Queen Theatre, Wharton, lenses;
Rio Theatre. Rockport, motor; Dr. J. R. Phillips,
Houston, stereopticon ; B. Donati. Galveston, popcorn machine; Pelican Night Club. Houston, spotlights; Little Club, Houston, spotlight.

WIL-KIN SUPPLY IN
E. TALLASSEE DEAL

Atlanta — Oliver Cooper, manager of the
Center Theatre, has just completed the
installation of a year around air conditioning system at a cost of $12,000.

ventilating equipment, motor and controls, lighting fixtures, seats and draperies.

Main St. into an up-to-date theatre which
is expected to be completed within the
month. Lukie Stein of Jacksonville, Fla.,
operator of a chain of theatres in Georgia,
including the Sylvia Theatre here, has
leased the building.

The

Tallassee Theatre, damaged
cent fire, has been remodeled.

by a re-

Wil-Kin also announces the sale of a
fan and airwasher to the Ritz Theatre,
Thomaston, Ga.

FILMITES

Encounter President
Show Catch

and

Dallas — A fishing expedition to “Boca
Ciega,” about 90 miles south of Matamoros in old Mexico, was made recently
by J. B. Dugger, district manager of Paramount; Buddy Harris, Alexander Film Co.,
Dallas; Sam Kershheimer, exhibitor, Houston; Frank Wilke, exhibitor, Houston; L.
W. McClintock, Paramount, San Antonio;
Ed Brady, exhibitor, San Benito, and Art
Goolsby, sheriff of Cameron Co. Many red
fish and about 25 trout were caught, the
largest weighing 35 pounds, and was about
414

feet

about

long;

the

largest

9 pounds

and

was

trout

about

weighed

3 feet long.

The

feature of the trip was the performance of the “sea going” Ford through
the passes. This Ford has pontoons and is
used to cross the passes caused by storms
along the coast. Buddy Harris’s 285 pounds
were used to good advantage by placing
him on the back of one of the pontoons
so that the front end was raised to keep
the engine out of the water.
All of the party received a nice dose of
sunburn and Buddy was confined to his
hotel

Atlanta — Wil-Kin Theatre Supply has
closed a deal with the East Tallassee Theatre, East Tallassee, Ala., which includes

Sylvester — Work has begun on the remodeling of two large store rooms on

FISHING

for a couple of days after his return. Hardy Jack Dugger, Mack McClintock and Ed Brady headed for Pt. Isabelle

for some tarpon fishing and saw President Roosevelt’s Potomac anchor in the
pass. His party did a little fishing. They
trolled for about an hour and Mack McClintock caught and landed a six foot tarpon after a 45 minute battle. “As we headed for port,” said one of the film party,
“we circled the Potomac and saw the
President on deck fishing, and showed
him the tarpon when he said “some fish.”
Motion pictures were made of the expedition and Jack Dugger is going to try and
get them

into Grantland

Rice’s Sportlights.

LOUISIANA
Donaldsonville — Extensive improvements are being planned for the Grand
Theatre, according to Manager Sidney
Hart.
Jena — Manager Heard has announced the opening of his new Strand Theatre here, a modern moving picture house
with a seating capacity of 325, lower
floor and 75 colored balcony. Heard
is also owner of two theatres in West Monroe and one each
cy and Sulphur.

in Haynesville,

De Quin-

Shreveport — The Capitol and Majestic
theatres have changed policy, personnel,

IF YOU'RE CONTENT TO LET HARD-EARNED BOX
OFFICE RECEIPTS SLIP THROUGH YOUR FINGERS
— ROLL TICKETS ARE GOOD ENOUGH. IF YOU'RE
NOT— YOU NEED A GENERAL REGISTER.

prices

and pictures since the recent installation of air cooling system, following
complete renovation of the theatres.

MISSISSIPPI
Biloxi — The
ment here has
conditioning
ly.

Saenger Theatre manageannounced that a new air

plant will be installed prompt-

NORTH

GENERAL

CAROLINA

REGISTER

CORPORATION

1540 BROADWAY

NEW

YORK

Asheville — A $6,000 evaporating cooling
system has been installed at the Imperial
Theatre and plans are being made to equip
(Continued
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on page
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Frels Suit Begins
(Continued from page 119)
Allen Wight and Austin Dodd. The defense
Wright, with special counsel representing
Long and Fordtran.
Attempts

to Show

Damages

Frels remained on the stand almost all
day Tuesday. After testifying he was unable to buy pictures from the defendant
film companies for several seasons, he then
began to name his grosses, expenses and
profits for those years endeavoring to show
damages. Frels was cross-examined several times by three different attorneys who
again attempted to show that some of the
independent pictures had drawing power
equal to films from the majors.
The defense also questioned Frels on his
income tax returns in an effort to show
an inconsistency with profits stated therein as compared to previous testimony by
Frels from his permanent company records. Frels pointed out that his tax returns included other business besides his
theatres, inferring they would be of no
value in this case.
Frels admitted that after Jefferson went
into Victoria he planned to open a theatre
in Beaumont against the circuit, but didn’t
do so because film companies from whom
he had propositions did not come through
with product for the situation. He said
he had been told that if he opened in
Beaumont he could get films from these
companies for his other smaller towns.
He said he opened theatres in Bay City
and Wharton against Long, believing it
would also help him to get “big eight”
product for other towns of the Frels circuit.
Fordtran

Charges

Gordon

— Harry

M.

Paul,

well-known

VITAGRAPH PROMOTES
KEETER TO FLORIDA
Atlanta — Harold

Keeter,

office

mana-

ger for Vitagraph in Atlanta, and formerly of Charlotte, has been promoted to
Florida salesman, replacing Bill Brumberg,
recently made assistant branch manager
for Vitagraph in Chicago.
Bill Hames, booking manager, succeeded to the office manager’s post and Dave
Alterman, booker, was upped to booking
manager.

Russellville Change
Russellville,

Ala. — Kermit

C.

Stengil

of the Hartselle Theatre Corp. of Nashville has purchased the Franklin Theatre
here from W. E. P. Lakeman.
ABBEVILLE
Abbeville,

HOUSE

CHANGES

La. — The

HANDS

Abbeville

Theatre

Corp. has taken over the operation of
Prank’s Theatre here May 1, changing the
name to the Dixie Theatre.

iLiinniriLiE rock
^HIS week we move over to the ITO convention at the Hotel Marion for a lead
shot at the happenings, the business side
of which will be chronicled in detail in this
issue: J. F. Norman, the new president of
the Arkansas ITO, was elected by acclamation. He has served as an officer in the
organization for the past 12 years and has
been one of its most active workers.
R. V. McGinnis of Hope and Pine Bluff
(using two addresses is going to put us to
a lot of extra trouble, Mac), the newly
elected secretary-treasurer , has plenty of
pep and has always been interested in association affairs.

O. W. McCutcheon of Blytheville, who
was elected vice-president, was termed a
“fire-eater” at the convention here. He’s;
an oldtimer in the industry, understands
the theatre man’s problems, and has plenty
of determination.
Among the oldtimers who never miss a
convention were T. W. Sharp, J. M. Ensor
and Bill Landers. Some of the boys were
beginning to worry about Bill on Sunday
afternoon. He failed to show up till late
that evening.

And to Fred Lawrence: King and McGinnis said you pulled a fast one on them.
You failed to return with what they sent
you out for.
F. G.

Roberts of Clinton, Okla., announced here that he will open his new
theatre at Bald Knob about July 20. Work
of remodeling the building will begui in a
few days.

Purchase of the building now occupied
by the Rio Theatre in Van Buren from the
Edmondson estate by the Malco Theatres,
Inc., has been announced by W. R. Willis,
(Continued on next page)
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on Stand

The witness explained his company was
known as a circuit specializing in oil town
operation and that Jefferson went into
Victoria because it was a thriving town
with oil possibilities, which did develop.
He said film companies were notified of
their Victoria theatre in order that Jefferson might have a chance to bid on product for their Queen Theatre there.
Gordon detailed the visit of himself and
Joe Clemmons to the office of Frels in the
Uptown Theatre. He said they wanted to
make some compromise on the Victoria
situation as Frels was giving them a lot
of trouble there. He said he offered the
(Continued on page 123)
BOXOFnCE

Dallas

equipment man, has been made manager
of the Texas Theatre Supply Co. to succeed Ray Elkins, it was announced early
in the week. Elkins will remain and be
associated with Paul for a few weeks
longer and then return to the general office and then to Omaha as branch manager. He was also branch manager in Des
Moines from where he was transferred to
Kansas City and then back to Dallas out
of which market he worked the Texas territory for the past few years.
Weldon C. Girard resigned his position
with National to be associated with Paul
in his new location.

Withdrawn

B. F. Fordtran, one of the defendants,
was questioned by plaintiff counsel as to
a visit to Beaumont to see Gordon and
Clemmons which he said was to persuade
Jefferson not to build a theatre in Bellville where Frels was a partner with Fordtran. Judge Atwell held up a question as
to the conversation between Fordtran and
the Beaumont theatre men, whereupon Pat
Russell, plaintiff’s attorney, withdrew it.
At this time the plaintiff dismissed charges
against Fordtran as a defendant in the law
suit.
Following a brief recess, George Wright,
representing the distributors and heading
the defense, made a single motion for the
court to dismiss the case.
Judge Atwell commented that while the
evidence was slight he would not grant
the motion at the time. After a brief
consultation the defense put Sol Gordon
on the stand.
Sol

HARRY PAUL NAMED
TEXAS SUPPLY HEAD

;: May 29, 1937.
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NEW
J^OCAL newspapers this week carried a
story that a $3,000 theatre is being contemplated in Selmer, Tenn., but the man
quoted as doing the building says it is an
“unauthorized” statement . . . M-G-M has
three home office men in town this week —
Jerry Jonas, head of the boxoffice checking department, and his two assistants,
John Hanna and Robert Levine.

GADSDEN HOUSE
NEARS COMPLETION

Gadsden, Ala. — The new Princess Theatre being erected here by the Crescent
Chain is expected to be completed this
month for a June opening.
The new house is said to be the second
largest in a chain of 149 theatres owned
by the company. The main auditorium
will seat 1,200, with 400 in the balcony.

Plenty of exhibitors have been on the
Row this week to book neiv product and
do

a

little Memphis shopping. They included W. S. “Shine” Tyson, of Water Valley, Miss.; Mrs. Mary Lois Collier, of Globe
at Drew, Miss., and her brother-in-law,
C. H. Collier, of the Globe at Shaiv, Miss.;
Bernard Haberfeld and Dave Flexner, of
New Albany and Amory, Miss.; Mrs. A. R.
Flippin of Cardwell. Mo.
J. A. Carter, of the New at Sardis, Miss.;
John Landers, of Harrisburg, Ark.; R. B.
Cox. of Batesville, Miss.; Clayborn Tipton,
of Monette and Manilla, Ark., and John
Mohrstadt, of the Missouri at Hayti. Mohrstadt was here to visit the Row and to see
Mrs. Mohrstadt who is a patient in St.
Joseph’s

Hospital

here.

Opening Draws
Houston — A. Farb opened his Rainbow
Theatre, deluxe colored house here, last
Sunday night to a capacity crowd. Among
visitors were Mr. and Mrs. Frank Wilke
of Boulevard Theatre; W. S. Hipp, Jack
Zern and Jack Gregory of Erpi; Mr. and
Mrs. A. Mortensen and J. W. Hill of Southwestern Equipment.
A novel attraction for the opening was
a colored wedding staged at the theatre.

Start Columbus House
$120,000 theatre building. The building will have facilities for seating 1,500

Torn Young. 2bth Century-Fox manager,
and his two salesmen, Nat Wyse and Irvin
Baskin; his ad sales manager. Bob Bandy,
and Mark Sheridan, head booker, left

people.

Thursday night for their national convention at the Los Angeles Ambassador .

Myrtle Beach, S. C. — May 31 has been
announced as the opening date of the

MYRTLE

new
Herman Hunt, former office manager
and salesman for National Theatre Supply
Co., here, now their manager in Cincinnati,
has been in Memphis on a business trip
this week. He was accompanied by Mrs.
Hunt . . . Frank Heard, M-G-M cashier,
will be married on June 26 to Miss Bernice
Rhodes, a local girl . . . While Frank plans
his wedding, R. T. Alexander, his assistant,
is vacationing in New York.

Memphians attending the Independent Theatre Owners of Arkansas
meeting in Little Rock last week before Byron Adams, Vitagraph manager; Scott
Among

Lett, Paramount salesman; J. Frank Willingham, M-G-M manager and salesmen.
Jack Reville and M. L. Bass: Page Baker,
RKO manager, and salesmen. Steve Stein
and Norman Colguohoun; and Tommy
Haynes, Columbia salesman.

BEACH

OPENING

Florida Theatre now under construction by B. U. Benfield, owner and operator

of Ben’s

Broadway

Theatre.

LITTLE ROCK
(Continued
Van

from

preceding

leased the King’s Opera house building
from Joe Huff, is remodeling to house a
modern film theatre to be named after
Bob Burns. The company will operate the
Rio Theatre during the winter months and
use the building as headquarters,
ing to Harry Vise, local manager.

accord-

Miss Aniye Jones, auditor for the Malco
Theatres. Inc., North Little Rock, will
leave for Shreveport and other Louisiana
points Saturday on a lb-day vacation.

Count Arthur DeStefano, National Theatre Supply Co., returned this week from
Covington, Tenn., where he consulted with
W, F. Ruffin, head of the Ruffin Amusement Co., about equipment bought for

M. S. McCord, secretary-treasurer of the
Malco Theatres, Inc., North Little Rock,
has returned from a business trip to New
Orleans.

houses purchased recently . . . Jimmy Rogers, Columbia manager, and his entire
office staff are in an agony of suspense

Memphis, now under construction,
pected to open in July.

over the outcome of the Montague Sweepstake drive. Rumors have it that Jimmy
and his crew copped one of the good prizes.

RAILEY

TO

MORRISTOWN

New

Crittenden

CUrrALC
315 s. HARWOOD
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Theatre,

of

Hotel

with approximately 40 in attendance from New Orleans, Atlanta,

Memphis, Charlotte and other points. The
session will last one day and will be under the leadership of J. J. Milstein, general
sales manager. Those attending will be
guests of L. V. Schnaydre of the local exchange. . . The R. E. Martin Circuit of
Columbia, Ga., has taken over the Strand
Theatre at Florala, Ala., which is in the
New Orleans distributing territory.
T. F. Scott of Jackson, Miss., will build
another first run theatre (colored), bids
for its erection having been accepted.
Scott’s address is the City Hall, Jackson
. . . J. L. Smith has purchased a half interest in the Rex Theatre in Milton, Fla.,
from J. E. Hall. Smith will also erect a
7iew theatre in Crestvie, Fla.
Campbell,

for several years

manager for the Klaw & Erlanger’s Tulane Theatre, will book the flesh combinations for the St. Charles Theatre when
the regular season opens in October . . .
Two features, a newsreel and a short, is
now the bill at the Strand Theatre with
admission prices cut down to five cents
any seat any time.
Walt Disney, accompanied by Mrs. Disney, spent a few days in New Orleans last
week on their first visit here . . . Levert
Montgomery has been named official buyer for the Affiliated Chain. Montgomery
has been occupying this position for some
tune unofficially.
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Bettye Pruniski, who has been secretary to M. S. McCord, in the Malco Theatres, Inc., accounting offices, North Little Rock, for the past five and a half
years, has taken an indefinite leave of
absence. She will be succeeded by Mrs.
Vivian Lancaster, who was formerly with
the Saenger circuit in New Orleans.

as assistant manager
ville houses.

of one of their Knox-

Jung

Miss

Morristown, Tenn. — Claude Railey of
Knoxville has been made manager of the
Palace. Railey has been with the Peerless
Amusement Co., operators of the Palace,

of Republic

page)

Buren realtor, who handled the transaction. The theatre company, which has

The

convention

the southeast will be held in New Orleans June 11 with headquarters in the

Col. Thomas

Columbus, Ga. — Ground has been broken
broken at Ft. Benning for the erection of a
new
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Frels Suit Begins
(Continued

from

page 121)

four per cent proposition and later sale of
the Queen, which he said cost over $21,000,
to Frels for $7,500. Frels, he said, made a
counter offer of $1,000 and raised it to
$1,500.
At this point Judge Atwell adjourned
court until 10 o’clock Wednesday
Denies

any

morning.

Conspiracy

Sol Gordon continued on the stand until
noon Wednesday, being cross examined by
plaintiff counsel. He said at the time
Jefferson made a lease for the Queen
Theatre in Victoria he didn’t know Frels
was operating there. He repeated accounts
of various conferences with Frels, who he
said made a final effort to buy the Queen
after Frels had turned down a proposition
previously. Gordon explained that his
company could not then sell to Frels as
conditions had changed, but he said the>
did make him another pooling offer to be
under full supervision of Frels, which he
claimed was turned down.
The witness corrected a previous statement that Jefferson spent about $19,000 on
the Queen instead of nearly $22,000. He
said Jefferson Amusement Co. had always
bought films in the open market and emphatically denied all charges of conspiracy
of any kind.
Dwell

on Padlocked

House

The

defense made much over their assertions that Frels had padlocked the old
Princess building which had been leased
to Jefferson who turned it into the Queen.
Cross-questioning of the landlord apparently showed in effect that Frels was the
tenant when the padlocking was in force
and that Jefferson got possession when the
Frels tenancy was up.
About nine defense witnesses testified
during the afternoon. W. G. Underwood
said he advised Frels to buy the Queen at
Jefferson’s offer of $7,500 as a good business deal which would get rid of Jefferson
in Victoria.

Legit Organizes to
Ward Off Censors
New

York

—

With

the smoke

of battle

over one state censorship measure cleared
away, opposing factors this week strengthened their lines for future attack.
The legitimate theatre industry, successful in its fight to kill the Dunnigan bill,
which Governor Lehman vetoed, formed
a permanent organization to fight any future attempts at censorship anywhere in
the United States. All parts of the industry took part in the creation of the Association Against Censorship in the Legitimate Theatre, Inc.
Warn

of Stronger

Attack

Meanwhile, Catholic interests who, under leadership of Cardinal Hayes, sought
enactment of the Dunnigan bill, prepared
for further strategy to clean up the Broadway stage, declared “the vilest in the
world.” The Catholic News warned that if
the movement “upon ‘raw obscenity’ in
many theatres is not heeded there will be
a stronger attack on stage indecency before long.”
While
the Dunnigan proposal would have
affected all stage presentations, including
those in film theatres, the motion picture
industry steered clear of the fight. A suggestion that the attack on the bill might
be utilized by the industry to seek amelioration of state film censorship met with no
response.

COLOR
New

day

of color

films

(Continued

from

page

120)

the Plaza and Paramount Theatre and
the new theatre under construction in W.
Asheville with similar cooling systems, according to announcement made by Carl R.
Bamford, vice-president of Publix-Bamford Theatres.
Franklin — New

equipment

has been

stalled in the Mason Theatre
110 new upholstered seats.
Norwood — R.

A.

Goodman

in-

including

and

G.

L.

Fall, operators of the Norwood Theatre,
recently opened here, announced they are
enjoying fine business with patrons from
all the surrounding counties. Seating capacity is 250.
Raleigh — A charter

has been

granted

to

the Gastonia Enterprises, Inc., principal
office in Charlotte, to own and operate
moving pictures. Authorized capital stock
100 shares of no par value; subscribed
stock three shares by H. F. Kincey, Roy
L. Smart and Henry L. Anderson, all of
Charlotte.
Rockingham — H.

H.

Anderson

has

an-

nounced the purchase of the Hamlet Theatre at a price reported to be approximately $20,000.
SOUTH

CAROLINA

Anderson — Manager

J. C. Carr

has

an-

nounced that new Western Electric sound
tre.
has been installed at the Criterion TheaTENNESSEE

DOMINATION
OF FILMS DISTANT

York — The

Territory Topics

Jamestown — Ed

W.

Zumstein,

theatre operator, has purchased
Theatre in Jamestown.
is

not yet and it will take an epochal picture in color to swing the motion picture
industry to that medium, according to the
Wall Street Journal in comment on predictions that the screen is soon to be a
tinted one.

Manchester — Work

on

the

veteran

the Star
new

Lyric

Theatre Bldg, is progressing rapidly and
is expected to be ready for the reopening
within the next few weeks.

Automatically you turn to an
Electric switch when you want

J. B. Dugger, Fred M. Jack, Leroy Bickel,
C. E. Hilgers, Jack Huey, E. S. Olsmith and
R. C. Mcllheran were next, in that order.
All of them said they had no authority in
making film contracts except to solicit
business, make prices, take applications for
contracts and submit them to New York
for approval. All of them denied all charges
of conspiracy or agreement among distributors with Jefferson to prevent Frels
from obtaining any run in Victoria or over
his circuit.

“The recent progress of color pictures,
including the announcement by one producer (Samuel Goldwyn) who makes a
limited number of films a year that he
will make nothing but color productions
henceforth, marks a stepping up of a
trend which has long been in evidence,”
the financial newspaper observed.
“However, it is far too early to say that
the day of the black-and-white is over.
To mark such a period, the industry is
waiting for some one picture in colors

Just completed.

Thos. J. Connors, southern sales manager for M-G-M, of New York, testified
he had sole authority for approving contracts. He told of a meeting with Frels
to whom half of the M-G-M product was
offered at that time. The proposition was
not then accepted by Frels, he said, and
the M-G-M account went over to the Jefferson circuit.

which will be the ordinary film what ‘The
Jazz Singer,’ the first talkie, was to the

Strand Theatre, Jefferson, Tex.
Rialto Theatre, BrownfielcL
Tex.

Atlanta — Lane

Howard,

formerly

office

manager for Grand National in Atlanta,
left Monday night for Charlotte to assume
the duties of office manager of the GN
Charlotte office.
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King

does

the job right.

Satisfied customers
endorsement.

our

best

silent films.”

PLANS FREE
"""

SOMETHING

NEW

Write for Prices and Particulars on

Changeable Letter
Attraction Signs

GN Transfers Howard

light.
Automatically smart theatre
operators think of King when
they
want remodeling and
decorating.

The Queen Feature Service, Inc.
Quality Theatre
191214

Morris

Equipment

Avenue

Birmingham,

& Supplies
Phone

Alabama

I

ON

REMODELING

JOBS

KING

SCENIC
— ■ Since

CO
1910 —

312V2 S. Harwood

3-8665

DALLAS
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ITO Meets

OKIILA. Clllirif

(Continued
gXCHANGE
employes in the shipping,
advertising and inspection departments, recently organized into a Film Exchange Employes Union, have received
their AFL charter.
William Noble, regular co7iductor of this
column, is in a local hospital suffering a
broken leg ayid severe lacerations about
the face. He was hit last Friday night by
an automobile. While somewhat improved, he is not yet permitted visitors.

Covering the territory this week is William Howell of Howell Theatre Supply.
Standard
7iew Tower
Paul

circuit is rushing work on the
Theatre, to be opened shortly.

Ketchu77i, 7iow m charge of the Victoria and Plaza, will 7na7iage the Tower

also.

A double-bill policy and reduced admissions are seemingly proving a real boxoffice stimulant to the State Theatre.
Filmrow was sorry to lear7i of the death
of Mrs. K. Lee Williams, wife of the wellk7iown roadshow operator a7id fihn exchange man.
Maurice Loewenstein, Majestic Theatre
owner and skipper, was slated this week
for an extended Los Angeles and San
Francisco trip.
G. E. “Buddy”

Be7ijami7i is m

Dallas

atte7idi7ig the Gra7id National district
C07ive7iti07i . . . W . J . Cammer has been
named GN represe7itative for 7iorther7i
Oklahoma. He was forrnerly Oklahoma
City branch ma7iager for Educatio7ial and
has been affiliated with GB a7id United
Artists.

This week's visitors: Frank Miller,
low; J. L. Groves, Sulphur; Waite
Davis; Homer Jones, Alva; Frank
Wynnewood; Bill Slepka, Okemah;
Connely, Perryton, Tex.; Ed Holt,
gate.

MarKerr,
Deal,
Verbe
Coal-

from

page

IF IIL Cl R M » A

117)

only “through organization work and
through national and state legislation.”
Eli Whitney Collins, former president of
the Arkansas Theatre Owners’ Ass’n and
now with the state labor department, outlined the social security act as it affects
exhibitors and their employes.
J. F. Norman of Little Rock, who has
served for several years as secretarytreasurer, was elected president of the organization, replacing L. F. Haven of Forrest City. O. W. McCutcheon of Blytheville is vice-president and R. V. McGinnis
of Hope and Pine Bluff is secretary-treasurer.
The new board of directors:
Henry Sanders, Little Rock, chairman;
J. M. Ensor, Little Rock; W. E. Blume,
Searcy; G. Carey, Paris; W. E. Malin, Augusta; D. E. Fitton, Harrison; Charley
Bonner, Pine Bluff.
The committee which will handle legislative matters consists of Norman, Malin,
Sanders, McDougald and Ensor.
Among

those who registered for the convention were;
ARKANSAS

Henry Sanders, Little Rock; J. M. Ensor, Little
Rock; J. R. Simmons, Little Rock; J. F. Norman,
England;
Herod
Jimerson, Little Rock; O. VV.
McCutchen, Blytheville; L. J. Price, Little Rook;
Robert K. Yancey, Cotter; K. K. King, Batescille; W. E. Malin, Augusta; J. E. W'heeler, Little
Rock; T. \V. Sharp, Little Rock; Ollie Williamson, Little Rock; Fred Lawrence, Little Rock;
H. E. Ruh, Berry vine; G. Carey, Paris; M. H.
Brandon, Little Rock; Miss E. M. Wagner, Little
E. Blume,
Rock; D. E. Fitton, Harrison; W.
Searcy; B. F. Busby, Little Rock; B. V. McHougald, Monticello; C. H. McCroskey, Dermott; G,
Sterling and wife, Gurdon; L. F. Haven, Forrest
L. Landers
W.
Warren;
City; Sidney Wharton,
Batesville; tV. D. Mitchell, Dumas;
R.
Ginnis, Hope; C. F. Bonner and son. Pine

V. McBluff.

COLORADO
Jim

Payton,

Colorado

Springs,

Colo.

TENNESSEE
N.

J. Calquhoun,

E.

F.

Stein,

M.

L.

Basse,

Young.

T. W.

Page M. Baker. Byron Adams, J. F. Willingham, Herbert Kohn,
T. B. Haynes, R. L.
Bostick, all of Memphis.

pj E.
SHARP in isApopka,
manager Fla.
of the
Municipal
Theatre
This
theatre
is in the City Hall.
V. D. Hunter, the Sparks manager in
Orlando, has announced the construction
of the Roxy, Sparks’ fourth in Orlando
a7id a total of 100 theatres operated by
this company

in 35 counties

in Florida.

Yeggs in Miami stole $25 from the safe
of the Mayfair Theatre, failing to find
$1,200 that was kept in another compartment of the safe.
Tom

Bra7id07i of the Magnolia, Titusville, has returnd from a business trip to
Atlanta. The Magnolia is one of the few
theatres m this section that has continued
to operate

on

a

straight

picture

policy —

no giveaways and no double features.
A suit by W. A. Rice to collect a $1,550
Bank Night prize offered at the Tampa
Theatre, Tampa, a year ago has been settled out of court by the theatre company.
Court records at Tampa did not show the
settlement but Rice, a salesman for the
Coca-Cola Bottling Co., confirmed a report that it had been made. He declined
to say whether the full amount of the
claim had been made.
Your rovhig reporter always finds W. B.
Small of the Victoria in New Smyrna, Fla.,
a mighty busy man, but not too busy to be
an unusually pleasant gentlema7i.

If any of our readers happen to visit
Daytona Beach be sure to visit Sparks City
manager, J. L. Cartwright, and see the cartoon adorning the walls of his office depicting the many amusing incidents which
happened on a recent hunting trip to Mexico. Cartwright has announced the closing of the Florida for the summer season. The Empire, with H. F. Palmer as
manager, and the Lyric, managed by Bob
Harris, stay open the entire year.
Jack Hodges of the State at Cocoa says
fishing is good in his part of the
the
country.

The Kingston

in Daytona

Beach

is still

packing them in with “Jackpot night.” Roy
Bangs jr., the manager, is now enjoying^
a vacation and his father is at the wheel. ‘
J. L. Van Croix of the Van Croix Theatre, Melbourrie, is fmding his air conditioning plant quite a?i asset as summer
begins.

ORLANDO DELUXER IS
PLANNED BY SPARKS
Orlando,

As fine a group of athletes as ever fanned the breeze. The Atla7ita Filmrow

Softball team. Top row: Porter Epperson, Roy Head, Earl Humphries, Harry
Adams, T. H. MeTyre. Ce7iter: Joe Ray, Frank Exons, Cliff Hill. Ed Burkehatter . Jesse Johnson, Bill Castleberry . Bottom: Do7i Hassler , Ma7iager Jack
Barrett. Mascot H. L. Barrett. Climon Barrett. Earnest Pelegrin.

124

Fla. — E. J. Sparks,

prominent

owner and operator of 100 theatres in 35
cities throughout Florida, has announced
the letting of contracts for a new $50,000
theatre building to be constructed on West
Church St. and to be known as the Roxy.
The structure, together with the equipment, will cost approximately $100,000.
Construction will begin immediately and
is expected to be completed in about four
months. Vernon D. Hunter, city manager,
will be in charge of the new house, which
is to have a seating capacity of 1,100.
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EQUIPMENT,

Classified Ads
GENERAL
GONE

WITH

THEATRES,

10c Per Word,

WIND

ARE

BAD

$129.50. Free Spring Catalog shows everything for theatres. Get yours. S.O.S. ,
Eleventh

Ave., New

NEW

York.

THEEvent

YOURS
FOR
THE
ASKING — ALL
FACTS
ABOUT
1937 AUDIO-MATIC
VOLUME CONTROL
Amplifiers, with RCA
tubes. 40 exclusive features, 60 models, from $39.50. Details Free. S.O.S.,
Eleventh

Ave., New

CHAIRS

Eleventh

Ave., New

York.

York.

5-29

FOR SALE

6-12
ELKS THEATRE, building, seats and entire equipment. Box 395, New Iberia, La.

FOR SALE in Industrial Section of Gary,
catering to Negro and White; 360 seats,

Broadway,

Co., Charlotte, N. C.

of

Gary,

Ind.

EQUIPMENT

cash

required.

Glen

9th

St.,

Stanton,
5-29

NOTICES

PROJECTIONISTS
ATTENTION!
Nonaffiliated organizations and individuals

WANTED

JOIN

E.

Gardner,

Mich.

tf (b3-13)

C.I.O. Great possibilities. Communicate with Leo F. Stockwell, C.I.O.
organizer. Projectionists Local 1418, U.E.R.
W.A. affiliated with The Committee for

BEST PRICES PAID FOR RCA SOUNDHEADS, SIMPLEX, POWERS
PROJECTORS, Arc Lamps, Rectifiers, Generators,
Lenses, all equipment. Send list to B-838,
4704

5-29

FOR LEASE OR SALE — Theatre in town
one thousand; $60 per month; $600

SPECIAL

Boxoffice,

Kansas

THE

Industrial

City,

Mo.

SOUND

Request*

good spot for go-getter. House in good
condition. Price very low. Other interests
compel me to sell. Paris Theatre, 2169

5-29

KOZONO, the machine that eliminates
all odors electrically. Used by theatres in
27 states. Small cost. No upkeep. Write
for catalogue. Representatives wanted.
The Kozono

on

THEATRES

DEODORIZERS

today for Bargain Catalog. Consolidated Theatre Supply Corp., 1600-C Broadway, New York.
tf (b4-3)

636-BU

636-BU

4jou5q

$1.00. Display Rates

5-29

is on now! Savings 20 to 50% on Projectors, Sound Equipment, Chairs, Screens, Air
Conditioners, Accessories, Supplies, etc.

metal

Minimum

EVERYTHING
FOR
THEATRES
IN
USED EQUIPMENT. STANDARD
MAKES
GIANT Exponential Horn Units, $5.00 up.
Amplifiers, Operadio, Webster, Radiart,
Mellaphone, RCA, $19.50 up. Soundheads
for Simplex, Powers, $15.00 up. S.O.S.,

EQUIPMENT

SPECIAL DIVIDEND VALUES TO
ATRE OWNERS. Our big Clearance

Send

in Advance.
THEATRE

AIR BLUES — AIR-CONDITION
WITH
S.O.S. Blowers. Complete with pulleys and
belts, $59.90. Corozone Ionizers, $7.95 up.
Sterling Suprex Lamphouses, perfect,

636-BU

Payable

EQUIPMENT

THE

^Uatlna

SERVICES

5-29

Organization,

Ave., Los Angeles,

2011 1/2 S. Vermont

Cal.

5-29

EQUIPMENT

COMPLETE
line of Lafayette FacsimiliTone theatre sound systems, theatre accessories and amplifying equipment. Send
for free descriptive theatre bulletin No.
T-27 - E7, 100 Sixth Ave., New York; 901
W. Jackson Blvd., Chicago; 430 W. Peachtree St., N. W., Atlanta.
7-17

HELP WANTED

250 CHAIRS WANTED.
Description and
price first letter. Clyde West, Fall River,
Kas.
5-29

OPERATOR
WANTED— Central Kansas
town; must be experienced and not afraid
of general theatre work. Give qualifications, references and salary expected.

FILMS

FOR

SALE

B-835,

Boxoffice,

4704

E. 9th St., Kansas

City, Mo.

5-29

FOR SALE OR RENTAL— 35mm. sound
and silent features and shorts. Want to

USED

EQUIPMENT

HAVE
PROSPECTS
to buy and sell
35 mm. and 16 mm. portables. Write your
needs or what you have for sale. F. Shafer,
Washington,

Ind.

5-29

SIMPLEX
PROJECTORS
and Parts—
Lamphouses — Chairs — Sound Equipment
and Parts — Generators — Rectifiers — Ticket Machines and Choppers — Screens —
Lenses— Parts for All Machines. ASK US.
We

have what you need. Midwest Theatre Supply Co., 1223 So. Wabash Ave.,

Chicago.

COOLING

AND

VENTILATING

:: May

AND

RECORD

BOOKS

EXHIBITORS
ATTENTION!
Here’s the
best date and record book ever offered
exhibitors. It not only has everything the
exhibitor wants, but is combined with the
PICTURE GUIDE. The combination book
is given free to exhibitors with a year’s
subscription to Boxoffice. Price, only
$2.00 for a year’s subscription (52 issues).
For more details see the two-page advertisement in this issue. Order from Subscription Dept., Boxoffice, 4704 E. 9th St.,
Kansas City, Mo.

ARE

29, 1937.

IS YOUR

HANDY

ORDER'*

BOXOFFICE,
(Send Cash

Kansas City, Mo.

With Order) j
seven

BLANK

I lOc a

4704 East Ninth St.,
Kindly insert the following ad
HOUSE" section, running through ALL

J^

word

insertions
p^ce of 3

times in your "CLEARING
sectional editions of BOXOFFICE:

THOSE

WHO
DON’T
AIR-CONDITION.
BE
SMART, be thrifty, get S.O.S. large capacity Blowers, $59.90 up. Corozone Ionizers, $7.95 up. Free Air Conditioning Bulletin. S.O.S., 636-BU Eleventh Ave., New
York.
5-29
BOXOFRCE

PRINTING

6x9 HERALDS — 5 thousand — $4.25. 3x8
Heralds — 5 thousand $3.00. 1/3 deposit.
F. O. B. Atlanta. Free cut service. Quaker
Printery, 643 Washington St., Atlanta, Ga.
5-24-38

HERE

AIR CONDITIONING
COURAGEOUS

THEATRICAL

DATE

tf (b3-13)

BARGAINS — Reconditioning Arctic NuAIR blowers, noiseless drives, air washers.
Write for prices. Southern Air Conditioning Corp., 101 Walton, Atlanta, Ga. b2-27

CAPTAINS

buy 16mm. sound or film only. Write for
lists and full information. Colson Entertainment Service, 2833 Buhre Ave., Bronx,
N. Y.
5-29

Blind ads — 10c extra to cover cost of postage.
(Don't forget to count words in name

and address that is to appear in the ad.)

♦Address copy to BOXOFFICK,
Forms close Jlonday noon

4704 E. Ninth St., Kansas City,
preceding publication date.

Mo.
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Here

is a case

where

mite than the most
written.
Read

cold facts pack
glowing

more

advertisement

dynaever

Mr. Goldberg's first letter which was reproduced in the March, 1927 issue of BOXOFFICE . . .

then read Mr. Goldberg's letter of May 4, 1937 . .
between these two letters, history was made by
twenty
PROJECTOR PRICE
COMPLETE, LESS LAMP
& SOUND REPRODUCER

S1235

MOTIOGRAPH,

THE

WORLD’S

INC.,

FINEST

MOTIOGRAPH

443

PROJECTOR

1

W.

Motiographs

delivering

unfailing

perform-

ance day after day . . . and the end of their usefulness is not yet in sight . . . history which repeats
itself in re-orders.

LAKE

DESIGNED

STREET,

FOR

DISTRIBUTORS

ALL

C H IC A G O , IL L IN O IS

STANDARD

SPAN

SOUND

THE

EQUIPMENT

NATION

7UNE
VOL

5, 193V

31

NO. 2

■V^JQ

«s}llete

'Sfa<>^OllVER-(awCWENM!
^MARSHAL gU^CRISP- .

BURKE

JOHNMSTAHL PRODUCTION

And

by the way,

the 24-sheet

above

Arnplifying full page ads In 27 famed

is currently appearing

national magazines

on 9000

stands in 1500

cities nationwide.

reaching 69 million readers. Only M-G-M

does it!

^
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Steffes' Harmony
was

I

*1* HE Allied convention in Milwaukee
one of the best-attended exhibitor meets to

have

been

held in a long while.

Not only did

poses for which they converged. Those independent exhibitors who came to Milwaukee in the

I

each

meetings

those who
DBLISHBD

WEEKLY

and

such

exhibitor organizational
ifying.

SHLYEN

ance at Allied's business
Last week

Editor -in-Chief
I

like to see

for them

through

of their convention.
genuine

To

interest in

BY

ASSOCIATED
UBLICATIONS
BEN

scheduled

of the three days

Publisher

we

affairs, the good
meetings

was

attend-

most grat-

cited briefly some

of the

to concede

"peacefully"

to

Steffes also advocated that affiliated theatres be asked to disband the MPTOA and join
with Allied to combat "the common enemy." This
united front suggestion revives the memory of
moves

of this kind in the past, particularly one

held in Chicago

some

few years ago.

"The common enemy" to which Steffes refers has been gaining in number, if not in strength,

interest of their trade problems were seriousminded and they participated actively in the
business

EDITIONS

Note

ingness ofproducers
Allied's demands.

exhibitors come to the convention — they also attended the business meetings. There was little
"play" scheduled on the program and little to
distract business-minded exhibitors from the pur-

SECTIONAL

during the past few years. A united industry defense against the many anti-industry measures
should be a welcome move. Many times we have
stated in these columns that conciliation is far
better than

litigation. But

there

must

be

two

parties to any conciliation move. Allied extended
the olive branch after its convention in Atlanta
two

years

ago; but nothing

came

of it. And,

things that took place at the old MPTOA.'s meeting in Milwaukee in 1925. There was no Allied

probably, then were born the ideas for the farflung legislative activity that has since gained

I Associate Editor

then, but there were many more independent exhibitors. The Milwaukee history of 1925 did not

a foothoM in some
tional significance.

JESSE SHLYEN
Managing Editor

repeat itself and, although much of what has taken place at previous Allied conventions did show

J.

a return, it may be stated to Allied's credit that
the return was largely a carrying forward of plans

WM.

G. FORMBY
Editor
i A. L. FINESTONE

'

HARRY

would

TOLER

Modern Theatre Editor

J. H. GALLAGHER
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'
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laid in Cleveland a year ago and activity surrounding those plans in the interim.
Allied is determined to continue its program of legislation to divorce distribution from
exhibition.
Louisiana

The
chain

Supreme

Court

store case

has

ruling on
given

the

impetus

to Allied's "divorce" plans, augmenting the original plan of enacting state legislation against
theatre chains by taxing all chain theatres, affiliated or otherwise. With all of this it was the
more

surprising

to see A1 Steffes, leader

in the

"divorce" movement, take a turn-about-face and
advocate conciliation with producers. Opposed to
round-table

conferences,

stated he always

had

which

Steffes plainly

been, he thought

that Al-

lied's North Dakota victory and other similar actions pending, had sufficiently demonstrated to
producers that Allied "meant business" and that
drastic legislation could be averted by the will-

states; that is taking on na-

interest of industry

harmony,

it

be a very fine thing, if the opposing factions within the business could get together and

peaceably

settle their major

differences.

That

will one day have to come about — perhaps
through the costly legislative route now mapped
out — so it would be much more beneficial to all
concerned,

if that day

were

hastened

by volun-

tary action.
Discretionary power was voted Allied's
Defense Committee to act on A1 Steffes' suggestion. Itseems like a good idea — one that will
save the industry a lot of money and grief, if
acted upon

without

delay.

NNIVERSARY
a MANHATTAN

SPECIALS

MERRY-GO-ROUND

Musical whirligig starring Phil Regan, ideally teamed with a lovely songstress. The No. 1 singer of screen and
radio in a really big entertainment of big doings in the “big town.”

^WAGONS
The Plainsman
Truly epic.

WESTWARD

of 1938! A story as big as all, outdoors, of the women

i HIT

PARADE

who

urge men

OF

on to new frontiers.

1938

“The Hit Parade" marches on to bigger box office achievements. More names. More laughs. More entertainr
ment. Phil Regan again heads the parade of screen, radio and stage personalities.

4 ALL

HANDS

ON

DECK

A Hudson River show boat run by a group of Park Avenue belles, high in the social register but low on funds.
Boat and comely crew are captured and stranded in South America amid a riot of gun-play, song, dance and
hilarious situations.

THE JUBILEE TEN
a THE HACKET BUSTEH
Smashing

the crime

wave

with one

(g>B0RN TO BE WILD
This one is definitely “in” from first mention
of the title. Special production effort to be put
behind this fast-action drama. Hand-picked cast

of the

screen’s outstanding personalities. Will be popularized via radio and leading magazines.

U COME ON, LEATHERNECKS ^
Republic’s specialty — service pictures with
sock. Marines quell trouble during building of
a great canal. First to fight. First to please your

patrons.

3ST0RMY

^ THE RETURN OF RAFFLES
By Barry Perowne, creator of the famous detective, Raffles. A mystery that is going to prove
a revelation, with one of your top-notch screen
favorites in the title role.

SNAVY

©MEET

WEATHER

Alison Skipworth, Polly Moran, Max Terhune
— a brand new, grand new entertainment trio.
Drama, humor and more than a heart-tug or
two. Set the storm warnings now — S. R. O.

BRIDE

“names”

THE DUCHESS

Alison Skipworth, Polly Moran, Max Terhune,
outsmarting each other in an old-time boarding
house. Their trials, tribulations, heart-tugs are
good for a great big modern laugh.

<S>THE SMART
One

GUY

of the real thrilling stories of the coming

year. A dramatic thunderbolt that will hit perilously close to every American home. Will be
carefully casr for utmost drama.

I® ALL AMERICAN

GIRL

Starring the singing favorite of all American
girls — Phil Regan. An original screen idea fea-

When the fleet’s away, the wife will play* — and
what complications! A new twist to a service
story. Loaded with dynamite. Crammed with
entertainment.

^ GENE

of guaranteed

Featuring Phil Regan and a cast of well known
radio and screen stars, with a lo.ad of bright
new faces. A knockout story played against the
colorful background of Hollywood.

the pick one
of the
streamlined
vonuses.turingMaybe
fromnation's
your town.
Watch
for furrher details.

AUTRY

JUBILEES

Autry is the nation’s No. 1 Cowboy by every box office check-up. Republic brings him to you again this
in eight stand-out outdoor action entertainments.

PUBLIC COWBOY
OLD BARN

No. 1
DANCE

^ ROLL,

WAGON,

^ BOOTS

AND

ROLL

SADDLES

PARADE OF
m
Q

iIIKDWMSM'
FOUR MARKED MEN

SWEET AND HOT

That “different” murder mystery. The finger
points— and four “marked" men are doomed.
Sinister Oriental background.

Flaming youth has its fling. Shy smiles, cozy
corners, secluded nooks. Fast-stepping story of
today with a bevy of refreshing new screen starlets. Swing it, sisters!

PRISON NURSE

THE GIRL I LOVED

Lone woman in a city of forgotten men. Jail
break climax surpassing anything the screen
has ever seen.

James Whitcomb Riley’s internationally famous
novel. The sincerity of “Girl of the Limberlost”.
TTie heart tug of “Over the Hill".

TEN MEN
OF FORGOT
ISLAND— ^America’s
§ Alcatraz
Devil’s Island, and its

FIGHTING IRISH

world-famous inmates. Surprise dramatic sensation of the year.

^

As dynamic and humorous a conflict between
two families as “MacFadden’s Flats”. Romance
with a cast capped by top names of the business.

LADIES MAKE NEWS

HONOLULU HOLIDAY

And also plenty of box office! Gripping, newtype newspaper yarn in which the news scoop
of the year involves editor’s own home and
happiness.

A Honolulu lulu! Moonlit waters. Warm tropic
nights. Comedy-romance with music for everyone who has ever been in love.

HOT MILLIONS

DUKE COMES BACK
§ THE
From the famous book by Lucien Cary, who
gave you “The Duke Steps Out”. Two
romance of a gentleman prize fighter.

)
(gStarts

A story of overnight riches, with the background
of the first oil strike. Friends become foes. New
wives for old. Human, vibranHife.

fisted

GET YOUR MAN

ROMANCE IN THE HILLS

at West Point and winds up with the colorful Canadian “Mounties” in the great northwm. He-man stuff.

^
©

Romance

COLLEGE NIGHTS

CRIME FOR SALE

“Big shot” mobster who’d put anyone on the
spot for a price. And what happens while the
law is catching up with him.

An exploitation honey. Co-eds from the college campuses of the country. Big name bands.
Established
ree of joy. box office stars join in this jambo-

QUEEN OF BURLESQUE

T inPAGE
THE
News cameramen
vs. pressFRON
reporters
a mad
HING
CRAS
Qd) scramble
for headline scoops on land, sea and

Scintillating story of laughs and tears behind
the footlights. An attraction to bring out the
real showman in you.

4 GENE

AUTRY

8 ''THREE

air. The news of today in the making.

MUSICAL

MESQUITEERS"

STEELE

4 SURE-FIRE
The four greatest serials ever made

by any company

that guarantee Republic’s continued supremacy

QDICK
^ HAWK

SERIALS

in one year. Here are the valuable story properties

in the serial field.

TRACY
RETURNS
OF THE WILDERNESS

3 THE

RANGERS

^

FIGHTING

THE

on the trail of the lonesome pine.

On your screen while it’s in the news. Teeming
tale of the timbcrland.

ARE

COMI

DEVIL

DO

ALUED PROFFERS OLIVE RRANCH
WITH ONE HAND ON CHAIN m AX
Drive

to Oust

Circuits Is

Termed by Trade
Idle Gesture
By
New

as

Out Immediately
DETROIT — Letters

A. L. FINESTONE

York

—

Allied

States’

attempt

to

lack of results in Allied’s legislative and
court drive other than a “divorcement” bill
in North Dakota which might benefit only
a fraction of the Allied membership.
MPTOA spokesmen ridicule the Allied
suggestion that it disband and that its
membership affiliate with Allied. It is
pointed out that the MPTOA membership
which that organization is fond of describing as “responsible exhibitors” has consistently opposed Allied’s policies and tactics.
Powerful

Weapon

What has generally been overlooked is
that Allied possesses a powerful weapon —
the ability to bring heavy pressure on local
legislators in their home precincts that
would be felt in the state legislatures and
in Congress.
It is reported, in fact, that the Allied
board of strategy has thrown out the proposal for a discussion with the home office
officials to achieve desired reforms merely
as a screen for a campaign which is gaining form.
Being realists on the basis of past experience, the handful of real Allied leaders
know that soft words will not avail, and it
is reported that Allied’s silk-gloved hand
extended with an olive branch is in reality
a clenched fist preparing to strike telling
blows.
That

strategy

pressure
push
gill

on

through

campaign

to bring

Congressmen

and

at this

the

anti-block

resolution

is a

session

booking

calling

for

bill
a

local

Senators

and

the

Hobbs

industry

investigation.

Furthermore, the Allied plan is for introduction of as many bills based on the U. S.
supreme court’s Louisiana chain store tax
decision as possible in next’s year’s eight
legislative sessions and those 1937 state
assemblies which will not adjourn for a
while.
Would

Chain

Hit

theatre

All

Circuits

taxation

the

heads

of

Milwaukee — A

Majors
New

company

sales

heads declined to say whether they
would confer with Allied leaders if
the invitations should be received. It
was generally considered that Allied
demands

is concededly

Allied’s strongest ace-in-the-whole. But
because it would affect Allied members as
well as affiliated circuits the leaders of
necessity must make haste slowly. However, in that direction Allied finally has

to

tax

affiliated

Submitted by Abram F. Myers, general
counsel, the draft of the proposal which
will be changed to suit various state laws,
provides an increase in the tax according
to the “competitive ability, buying power
and economic resources” of circuits. The
amount of the tax on state units would be
determined further by the number of units
operated by the chain in the United States.

Non-Commital

York — Major

proposal

circuit theatre on a scale graduating from
five cents to $5.00 per seat per year via
state legislation under the U. S. supreme
court’s recent validation of the Louisiana
chain store law was added to the Allied
“divorce” campaign at the annual convention here last week.

Text of the proposed bill is as follows;

are "impossible.”

Chain

Theatre

Tax

(Note: This draft has been prepared for the
eonsideration of the Special Defense Committee
on May
25 and must not be used without the

an opportunity to aim a blow at the large
chains, the ultimate consequences to all
forms of circuit operation from a tax
standpoint notwithstanding.
While only a handful of legislatures still
remain in session, there are prospects of
a number of special sessions at which tax
and revenue measures will be permitted
consideration and the proposed chain tax
would thus come under the wire while the
previously proposed “divorce” law would be
barred.
For results this year, believe observers
who followed the deliberations and resolutions at the Allied convention, the chain
tax levy is Allied’s only logical and strongest course and one that holds pregnant
(Continued on page 15)

Vol.
No

consent

of

the

(’hairman

of the

Committee.)

Sec.

1. Definitions. Unless the context otherwise requires, the words defined in this section,
whenever used in this act, shall have the meaning
herein ascribed to them, viz:
fa)
form

“Person” means
any individual,
ship, firm, corporation, association, trust,
of business enterprise.

partneror other

(b) “Theatre” means
any theatre, auditorium,
building, tent or other enclosure wherein motion
pictures are publicly exhibited and an admission
price is charged.
(c) “Theatre chain” means
any group of two
or more theatres owmed, controlled or operated, in
whole or in part, directly or indirectly, through
stock-ownership, ownership or lease of realty, partnership contracts, booking or buying contracts, or
otherwise, by a person or an affiliated group.
(d) “Affiliated group”
means
a
number
of
persons each of ■w'hom operates a theatre or a
theatre chain and are connected with each other
and/or with a
common
parent company,
either
directly or indirectly, through stock-ownership or
lease of realty, partnership contracts, operating
contracts,
wise.

booking

or

buying

contracts,

or

other-

(e) “Stock ownership” means
the ownership
directly or indirectly by a person, theatre chain or
affiliated group of at least
per centum of
the outstanding capital stock of any other person,
theatre ciiain or affiliated group.

31
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1937

2
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(f) “Total number
of theatres in the chain or
the affiliated group” means the total number
theatres in the continental United States connected with any such theatre chain or affiliated
group, either directly or indirectly, through stock

in
of

to

Neely-Petten-

sweeping

to

all the major producers will go forward immediately proposing a roundtables conference with Allied officers,
H. M. Richey, secretary of the national defense committee of the exhibitor organization, said.
Richey said that the letters would
be sent out over signature of Al Steffes of Minneapolis, chairman of the
Allied defense committee.

persuade the industry’s major interests to
divest themselves of theatres, particularly
those in competition with unaffiliated
houses, is viewed here as an idle gesture.
Observers returned this week from the
Milwaukee Allied convention viewed the bid
for a round-table conference with the major theatre interests as a move to immediately appease the general membership for

Has

Five Cents to Five Dollars
Per Seat Per Year Goal
Chain Tax Bill

Allied Invitations Go

ownership, ownership or lease of realty, partnership 'contracts, operating contracts, booking or
buying contracts, or otherwise.

. 3
..189
,.19
..27
..31
.33
..35
..34
..36
..39

Sec. 2.
day of

tax. Beginning on the
19
and on the
day of
of each
succeeding year, every person engaged in the operation of a theatre or theatres in this State shall
pay as and for a license fee for the rights to
conduct such business, a sum of money for each
chair or seat regularly provided and maintained
in said theatre or theatres for the occupancy of
patrons in viewing exhibitions of motion pictures,
which sum shall be graduated in accordance with
the competitive ability, buying power and economic
resources of the theatre chain or chains or affiliated group or groups with which such theatre or
tlieatres may
be connected, as set forth in the
schedule of rates in Section 3, which schedule has
been
able.

..51
..59
..67
..75

Sec.
range

found

License

and

is declared

to be

fair

3. Schedule of fees. The basis
from 5c to $5.00 per seat.

(Add
administrative
with State practice.)

provisions

in

and

reason-

of fees

shall

accordance

.83
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STEFFES SUGGESTS DISTRIBUTORS
MAY NOW BE READY TO ARBITRATE
Seven
From

Conclusions
Product

Drawn

Poll Are

Outlined at Meeting
Milwaukee — Allied will continue

NEWS BRIEFS

to make

annual sales surveys for the benefit of its
members, in the opinion of H. M. Richey,
who gave the report of this year’s recent
survey at the Allied convention here last
week. “We plan to have definite information on selling conditions annually,” he
said.
Richey gave a lengthy, detailed discussion gleaned from 500 reports from 29 exchange centers. The exchange centers specifically represented were Detroit, Boston,
Los Angeles, Dallas, Cleveland, Cincinnati,
Indianapolis and the New Jersey and New
York markets.

“1. There is no set national sales
policy by any company. The only one
faintly resembling one was M-G-M’s,
‘four at 40.’
“2. The weakness of the exhibitor is
the greatest single factor in his failure
to get relief. His competitive situation,
his lack of bargaining skill, and the
lack of complete regional organizations
to give him help, make this weakness
greater.

Congressional Action
on Trade Bills Seen
Neely-Pettengill and Hobbs probe measures may get attention under pressure
from Allied district legislative activity.

Death Claims Pioneer
New England Showman
Sylvester Z. Poll, who built up chain of
theatres and at one time was reported as
worth $30,000,000, succumbs to pneumonia
in Connecticut.

Texas Conspiracy Suit
Must Be Tried Again
Hopelessly deadlocked, jury is discharged
in case of Rubin Frels, Victoria, Tex., exhibitor, against circuit and major distributors.

Warner Studies Extension
Accessory Rental Plan
Series of regional meetings with bookers
and ad sales heads will start in Oakland,
Calif.

Alexander Korda Cancels
His Sailing Reservation

“2-a. The double feature situation
increases the requirements of the exhibitor, promotes unhealthy competition and makes the exhibitor still more
dependent on the distributors.

British producer, who with Samuel Goldwyn last week obtained options to purchase
United Artists control, delays trip to England; believed to be negotiating for financing deal.

“3. The mounting grosses of exhibitors this year have been more than offset by the increased rentals — with distributors increasing the flat rentals
and enlarging the percentage playing.

Wilby-Kincey Operating
Pact Renewed for Year

“4. Mounting film rentals, increased
percentages, compulsory block booking,
admission price control, playdate designation, etc., are the REAL menace
to the exhibitor. These tendencies, if
prolonged, will give the Big Eight complete monopoly of the industry. Why
should they invest in theatres when
they can force limited liability partnerships in every independent house by
percentage playing . . .

Committee

Deal for partnership management of
southeastern Paramount circuit extends
from June 26 without change in existing
contract.

Californians Lose Case
Against Fox West Coast
U. S. supreme court denies review of
T. L. Tally and Corbar Corp. suit to set
aside circuit’s bankruptcy approval; holds
has no jurisdiction review district court’s
reorganization okay.

“5. Divorcement bills and chain tax
bills are absolutely necessary if the independent isto survive.

Metro Ready

“6. Even if the Big Eight are forced
to dispose of their theatres and the
chains are dissolved, the problems of
(Continued on page 12)

“Never refused to talk to anybody and
if Allied’s defense committee requests conference it will be granted,” says A1 Lichtman, vice-president.

to Confer

With Allied's Leaders

Studies

Proposal to Meet Majors
in Conferences
Milwaukee — Allied’s rank

Lists Conclusions

After presenting detailed manners “in
which the sales policies of the distributors
have proven harmful to the exhibitors,”
Richey listed the seven conclusions of the
survey:

Defense

and file wants

no compromise now that it has tasted vicwith passage
of theA1“divorce”
bill in
North toryDakota.
Militant
Steffes learned
this when he came near to creating an
anti-climax to this year’s convention when
he suggested distributors might be ready
to arbitrate.
Steffes, however, did have the satisfaction of seeing his suggestion referred to
the discretion of the defense committee of
which he is chairman.
It was a distinct surprise to the remaining conventioneers on Friday as the militant Northwest Allied leader who once
wanted no quarter nor gave an inch of
ground, suddenly suggested in a mild voice
that perhaps the time is ripe when the
majors will consent to arbitrate the organization’s grievances at the conference
table.
Must

Win,

However

No one for a moment suspected that
Steffes was in any giving mood. On the
contrary, he still let it be known that Allied must be the winner in any such conference, and that the majors would not
only have to give many concessions but
also agree “to disband immediately their
MPTOA and further agree not to have any
company associations again.”
Warming up, Steffes — always a highlight
speechmaker of any convention — let it be
known that “I’m not trying to propose any
Kuykendall conference that will get the
run-around. We want to contact the real
heads of the majors, such as Barney Balaban, Adolph Zukor and Schenck.”
Merely as suggestions, some of the matters that Steffes would have such a conference decide between the Big Eight heads
and Allied’s defense committee, would be;
theatres.
1. Insist that they dispose
2. The days of 40, 50 and
tures must be stopped.
3. Agree to abide by what
would decide.

of all "spite

60 per cent picany

conference

“Today we have shown that we can pass
legislation,” said Steffes. “And in the next
two years, the chain tax bill can and will
be passed in dozens of states. Northwest
Allied next week at its convention will
ask to have the bill introduced in the special Minnesota legislature now in session.”
Steffes let it be known that should some
manner not be evolved whereby the majors will grant Allied’s concessions, there
“is going to be a lot more legislation and
no doubt it will drive the producers out
of exhibition.”
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20th Centunj-Fox Plans 65
Productions Next Season
Los Angeles — Twentieth Century-Fox
will release 65 feature films on its 193738 schedule, according to an announcement by Darryl F. Zanuck, vice-president
in charge of production, to the company’s
international sales convention at the Ambassador Hotel here this week. Of the 65
pictures, 52 will be made at the Beverly
Hills studios and 13 will be produced
abroad and independently.
The convention, largest in the company’s
history, started officially on Monday and
terminated with a formal dinner at the
Cocoanut Grove Thursday night.
Twelve

Twelve

With

Music

pictures with music background

are scheduled, including “You Can’t Have
Everything,” “Thin Ice,” “Ali Baba Goes
to Town,” “Sally, Irene and Mary,” “Pigskin Parade of 1937,” “Love and Hisses,”
“Saratoga Chips,” “Career in C Major,”
“Moon Struck,” “Mother Knows Best,”
“Last Year’s Kisses,” Irving Berlin’s production “Alexander’s Ragtime Band,” and
Sonja Henie’s second 1937-38 production.
“You Can’t Have Everything” will feature Alice Faye, Ritz Brothers, Don Ameche, Louise Hovick, Charles Winninger,
Rubinoff, Tony Martin and Arthur
Treacher: “Heidi,” starring Shirley Temple, with supporting cast including Jean
Hersholt and Arthur Treacher; “Love Under Fire,” comedy co-starring Loretta
Young and Don Ameche; “Thin Ice,” costarring Sonja Henie and Tyrone Power,
Sidney Lanfield producing; “Lancer Spy,”
story of the exploits of a British spy in
wartime Germany, with Dolores Del Rio
and Peter Lorre.
“Danger — Love at Work,” from an original by James Edward Grant, starring
Simone Simon, with Otto Ludwig Preminger directing: “Hudson’s Bay Company,” built around the oldest corporation
in North America; “Ali Baba Goes to
Town,” starring Eddie Cantor, with David
Butler directing; “Wife, Doctor and
Nurse,” from an original story of the
medical profession by Kathryn Scola and
Darrell Ware, starring Loretta Young,

20TH CENTURY-FOX

S. R. KENT
President of
20th-Fox

10

Warner

Baxter

and

Barbara

Stanwyck,

with Walter Lang directing; “Sally, Irene
and Mary,” starring Alice Faye, Loretta
Young, Louise Hovick and Fred Allen;
“Kidnaped,” from Robert Louis Stevenson’s adventure story, with an all-star
cast.
Comedy

and Drama

“Susannah of the Mounties,” featuring
Shirley Temple in a story of the Canadian
Mounted Police by Muriel and Merril Danison; “Pigskin Parade of 1937,” directed by
George Marshall; “Mr. Nickelby Sits
Down,” musical comedy based on the “sitdown craze” by Alfred E. Prowitt; ‘"The
Giant Swing,” drama laid in the Pittsburgh steel mills area by W. R. Burnett;
“Love and Hisses,” co-starring Walter
Winchell and Ben Bernie; “Splinter Fleet,”
naval story based on a book by Ray Milholland; “Second Honeymoon,” with Tyrone Power and Loretta Young, direction
by E. H. Griffith: “Joan,” story based on
European stage success by Ladislaus BusFekete, starring Annabella.
“Jesse James,” story of the growth of the
American west; “Saratoga,” second Eddie
Cantor musical, from a story by Damon
Runyon and Irving Caesar; “Four Men
and a Prayer,” drama by David Garth, to
star four leading actors; “Dance, Fool,
Dance,” story of a racketeer who turns
tap dancer: “Career in C Major,” comedydrama by James M. Cain; “Moon Struck,”
starring the Ritz Brothers; “Mother Knows
Best,” with the Dionne Quintuplets in a
story by Milton Sperling and Boris Ingster; “Last Year’s Kisses,” comedy by Milt
Gross and Charles Sherman; “Meet the
Girls,” story by Albert Reynor and Jeff
Moffitt; “In Old Chicago,” story of the
city’s growth, with Jean Harlow, Tyrone
Power and Don Ameche, and Henry King
directing.
History

and

Mystery

“Stanley and Livingstone,” story of the
well-known historical episode and drama
in Africa: a third, as yet untitled, Shirley
Temple picture; four Jane Withers pictures as follows, “Wild and Woolly,” “45

EXECUTIVES

JOSEPH
M. 8CHENCK
Chairman
of
the Board

AT ANNUAL

JOHN
D. CLARK
General Manager
Distribution

Fathers,” “His Master’s Voice,” and “Little
Dynamite;” three Charlie Chans, “Charlie Chan on Broadway,” “Charlie Chan at
College,” and “Charlie Chan in Radio City;”
three Jones family vehicles, “City Cousins,”
“A Trip to New York,” and a third to be
chosen: three “Mr. Moto” productions,
“Think Fast, Mr. Moto,” ‘"Thank You, Mr.
Moto” and “Mr. Moto’s Gamble,” all
starring Peter Lorre.
“Island in the Sky,” a drama aboard a
dirigible, will feature Brian Donlevy;
“Page Mr. Barker,” a comedy with most
of the action in a big city hotel, will feature Rochelle Hudson; “Shanghai Deadline,” story of a newspaper woman in the
Orient: “Six Girls and Death,” by Mark
Hellinger, will feature six actresses; “Rings
on Her Fingers,” with a cast headed by
Gloria Stuart and Michael Whalen;
“Headline Huntress” will also feature
Stuart and Whalen.
Four other stories now being prepared
for fall production are “The Gay Bargain,”
“The Bride Steps Out,” “At Your Service”
and “Free to Live.”
The 13 not scheduled to be made at the
studio include three pictures to be made
in England by Robert Kane; two groups
to be produced independently by Sol Lesser, two of which will be based on the
Edgar
Burroughs
and
will Rice
star Glenn
Morris “Tarzan”
and four stories
others
will be outdoor action pictures; four Will
Rogers re-issues, including “Handy Andy,”
“Judge Priest,” “Life Begins at 40” and
another to be selected later.
Studio

Setup

Intact

In the 1937-38 production setup under
Zanuck, William Goetz, vice-president,
continues as executive producer. Sol M.
Wurtzel also continues as executive producer, and will make more than a score of
the 52 pictures scheduled. Ed Ebele is
production manager. Staff of associate
producers includes Earl Carroll, Samuel
Engel, Milton Feld, Max Golden, Raymond
Griffith, Nunnally Johnson, Leslie Landau,
Kenneth Macgowan, Gene Markey, Laurence Schwab, John Stone and Harold
Wilson.
204 Short Subjects
A full schedule of short subjects will be
maintained for 20th Century-Fox during
the new season, the lineup totaling 100
subjects, plus 104 issues of Fox Movietone
News. Two-reelers will comprise 42 of the
100, with single reelers constituting the remainder.
Twentieth Century-Fox will make two
series of six novelties. Educational Pictures
producing the rest.

SALES CONVENTION

DARRYL
F. ZANUCK
Vice-Pres. Chg.
Production

CHAS.
E. McCarthy
Director Advertising
and Publicity
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Head Republic Meeting

Republic Lineup Totals 54,
Including 24 Westerns
Hollywood — A

J. J. MIXSTEIN
Vice-President
Charge Sales

M. J. SIEGEL
Pres. Republic
Productions

total of 54 productions,

including 24 western and four serials was
announced Tuesday for the coming year
by J. J. Milstein, Republic vice-president in
charge of sales, to company sales representatives at an opening day meeting of a
three-day national convention held at
Hotel Roosevelt.
Gene Autry again heads the western
series with eight pictures. There will be
eight “Three Mesquiteer” westerns and
eight from Bob Steele.
Phil Regan, singing star, is scheduled for
four productions: the Alison Skipworth
and Polly Moran comedy team is set for a
pair, as are Ole Olsen and Chic Johnson.
Max Terhune, western and comedy star,
is set for more important work the coming
season, according to Republic officials.
Complete
follow:

program

and production

Anniversary

METRO^S 'COURAGEOUS'
FOR GENERAL RELEASE
New

York— M-G-M

has

decided

not to

extend roadshowing of “Captains Courageous” beyond the six key cities where it
has already played or is currently being
exhibited. The purpose of these roadshows
was for the value of advance exploitation
for general summer release, nationally set
for June 18, it was said at the home office
this week.
Exhibitors’ contracts call for the picture
on this season’s program, and while it is
felt the average intake would be appreciably higher if held until the fall season,
it will be released on schedule in order to
help exhibitors buck the summer slump, an
M-G-M official said.
The film continues its two-a-day run in
New York and Los Angeles, was to wind up
in Boston and San Francisco June 5, and
completed engagements in Chicago and
Philadelphia late last month.

ITSDA

MEMBERS

CONVENE
New

York— -Members’

ON

MAY
JUNE 18

interest in the In-

dependent Theatre Supply Dealers Ass’n
is at a higher level than ever before, it
was said here this week by Wallis J. Katz,
organization treasurer, in reply to reports
that inability to fix a definite date for its
annual convention indicated disinterest.
The answer is “better business,” he added.
Katz said this year’s convention and
trade show will probably be held for three
days commencing June 18 at the Drake
Hotel, Chicago. The date hinges on a majority decision of members now being polled
by mail. A successor to J. E. Robin, executive secretary who recently resigned, will
be chosen at the Chicago session.
BOXOrnCE
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Jubilee

Specials

“The Racket Buster,” crime story: “Come
on. Leathernecks,” adapted from the Winston Miller story, “One If by Land:”
“Stormy Weather,” comedy drama featuring Alison Skipworth, Polly Moran and
Max Terhune: “The Return of Raffles,”
based on the book by Barry Perowne:
“Navy Bride,” story by Mildred Cram:
“Born to be Wild,” story on modern youth:
“Hollywood Band Wagon,” starring Phil
Regan and based on a story by Everett
Freeman, “Hail Prom Heaven:” “Meet the
Duchess,” starring Alison Skipworth, Polly
Moran and Max Terhune: “The Smart
Guy,” criminal drama: “All American
Girl,” starring Phil Regan, based on the
story, “Romance by Request,” by Jerry
Wald, Jules and Phil Epstein.
Showmen’s

country; “Crashing the Front Page,” story
of the mad fight between news cameramen
and reporters for headline scoops.
Gene

Money-Makers

“Pour Marked Men,” murder mystery
based on a story by Gordon Kahn: “Prison
Nurse,” based on a book by Dr. Louis Berg:
“Island of Forgotten Men,” story of Alcatraz Island by Malcolm Wheeler-Nicholson: “Ladies Make News,” newspaper
story; “The Duke Comes Back,” based on
a book by Lucian Cary; “Get Your Man,”
adapted from a book of the same name by
Ethel and James Dorrance; “Crime for
Sale,” crime story; “Queen of Burlesque,”
from the story, “Strip Tease,” by Leston
Huntley and Albert Barker; “Sweet and
Hot,” based on the book by Ann Lawrence:
“The Girl I Love,” based on a poem by
James Whitcomb Riley; “Fighting Irish,”
story by John Hopper; “Honolulu Holiday,”
romantic drama with music; “Hot Millions,” story of over-night riches, back-

Autry

Jubilees

“Public Cowboy No. 1,” “The Old Barn
Dance,” “Roll, Wagon, Roll;” Gene Autry
Musical Westerns, “Calling all Cowboys,”
“Calgary or Bust,” “Saddle Pals,” “Man
From Mountain Music.”
“Three

Mesquiteers”

Westerns

“Heart of the Rockies,” “The Trigger
Trio,” “Wild Horse Rodeo,” “The Purple
Vigilantes,” “Call the Mesquiteers,” “Riders of the Black Hills,” “Outlaws of Sonora,” “Timberline Cowboys,” all based on
ideas by William Colt MacDonald.
Bob

Specials

“Manhattan Merry-Go-Roimd,” musical
romance starring Phil Regan: “Wagons
Westward,” based on a book by Armstrong
Perry: “Hit Parade of 1938,” starring Phil
Regan: “All Hands on Deck,” romantic
drama with music.
Ten

ground in rich east Texas oil fields; “Romance in the Hills,” based on a story by
Ann Harolde; “College Nights,” starring
talent selected from universities of the

Steele

Westerns

“Arizona Gun Fighter,” “Ridin’ the Lone
Trail,” “Thunder in the Desert,” “Colorado
Kid,” “Mutiny in Skeleton Canyon,”
“Courage in Texas Ryan.” “Desert of Missing Men,” “Return of Draw Dawson.”
Serials

“Dick Tracy Returns,” new adventure
with the sinister “spider ring;” “Hawk of
the Wilderness,” based on a book by Willim Chester; “The Rangers Are Coming,”
Texas Ranger thriller; “The Fighting Devil
Dogs,” action drama with marines nipping budding revolutions.
Producers

The nine producers who will be responsible for the program are Colbert Clark,
Sol Siegel, Albert E. Levoy, Armand Schaefer, Herman Schlom, Leonard Fields, Harry
Grey, Harold Shumate, Harry Sauber.
Writers

Writers already under contract include
Sam Onitz, Bradford Ropes, Joe Krumgold, Gordon Rigby, Gordon Kahn, Dorrell
McGowan, Stuart McGowan, Eric Taylor,
Adele Buffington, Olive Cooper, Jack
Natteford, Oliver Drake.
Present

at Meeting

The following is a list of persons attending thevention : Republic
From
Edward

New
M.

franchise holder’s con-

York — J.
Schnitzer

J. Milstein, Sam
Hacker,
and
Herman
Gluckman.

Chicago; Max Roth and Irving Mandel, San Francisco: Grover C. Parsons and
Floyd St. John.
Dallas: Claude Ezell and William G. Underwood.
Charlotte, N. C. : H. H. Everett. Atlanta, Ga. :
Arthur C. Bromberg.
Seattle: J. T. Sheffield.
Boston; Herman
Rlfkin, Detroit; Sam
Seplowin,
Albany: B. H. Mills. Minneapolis: Gilbert Nathanson. Des Moines: E. J. Tilton and Harry Weinberg. Washington, D. C. : Sam
Flax and Jake
Flax
Cleveland: Nat L. Lefton, Sam Gorrel and
Jack Jossey. Oklahoma
City: Sol Davis. Morris
Loewenstein and Miss Ona Johnson. Buffalo: Jack
Berkowitz.
Kansas City: Bob Withers and C. A.
Schultz. Pittsburgh: James
H. Alexander
and
Sam
Fineberg. St. Louis: Barney Rosenthal and
Nat Steinberg. Little Rock: B. F. Busby. Toronto,
Can.; A. W. Perry. Republic Studios, Hollywood:
Moe Seigel and E. H. Goldstein
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PFOOLING

AROUND

THE PFISTER
By CALVIN

Booking Combine Cost
Three Per Cent

=

HERMER

Every convention has its earmarks . . . certain

distinguish It
definite characteristics which
from all others . . . just like the particular nose
on your own face . . . And so with Milwaukee . . •
where the business-like attitude which pervaded
everything was the brand by which the 1937 Allied Convention will always be recognized . . .
This showed itself principally In the conduct of
to
the sessions. The assembled exhibitors came
the convention, not because they are so prosperous right now that they could all let their hair
down and have one heluva swell time without regard to any seriousness of purpose whatever, —
nor yet because things are so bad that they wanted to set up a unified howl against a host of production. distribution and perhaps legislative grievances in the hope that either it would be heard
or else a good cry would relieve their feelings . . .
they came, it appears, because certain definite
problems have presented themselves and certain
definite plans of united action had been offered
which required thought, consideration, and either
approval or disapproval . . . And in the meetings
they acted as if they knew what it w’as all about.
The Allied leaders, of course, were almost wholly
responsible f«»r this business-like attitude. They
htui their stuff well organized in advance, presenter! it as only those experienced “presenters**
can and, taking advantage of the most well-behaved audience of any Allied convention, followed through with dispatch.
Nate Yamins’ handling of all sessions is to be
congratulated. The little fellow from Fall River
who has made such a big place for himself in the
national organization kept the meetings running
right through with practically none of the formerly usual time-wasting wrangling . .
In fact
Nate was so solidly entrenched that by the time
of the banquet he was able to get away
with
being

the

only

Commissioner
always
which

w’earer

of a

Myers,

“barber’s

whose

value

coat”
to

present.

Allied

has

been greatest for his legislative and consultative guidance, came
through with a speech
was creditable in the extreme . . . Myers

spoke on the exhibitor*s situation
laws might be use<l to advantage.

and how
the
He close<l his

speech with what he calle<i “a serious note** and
said that “What
we must have is a wider display of interest among
the rank and file of exhibitors. Our progress will be delayed if we d<m’t
have it.** ...
A previous statement of the Commissioner’s, incidentally, might almost be taken
as a keynote descripti<»n of the entire convention.
He

said,

“The leaders take the rap while the exhibitors applaud** . . . which just aixait summed
up
the situation. The
leaders made
the speeches,
worked in the committee, and presented the resolutions and motions, and the boys in the audience
agreed, most often by the unanimous
vote route
, . . But Myers shouldn’t feel so badly abimt that,
because it did show a lot of confidence in the
leadership of Messrs. Yamins, Richey, Cole. Steffes, Myers, Saperstein and Wo<k1 . . . And even
though there was little discussion from the floor
throughout the entire procee<lings, the speakers
were given very g<M»d attention, and the voting
was spirite<l, and apparently sincere.
It would appear that the idea of following up
the recent supreme court decision on the Louisiana chain store tax business as an Allied weapon
against
80

hot

affiliated

in

its

circuits

final

didn’t

analysis.

appeal

One

as

exhibitor

being

very

aptly expressed it when he said “After all when
we start fooling with taxes, we’re going to have
to pay some of it ourselves.”
For

the first time in Allie<l’s history, we believe, the thought of a combined
national buying circuit was aired . . . the very effective Col.
H. A. Cole of Texas headed the committee which
brought that one In, and he presented it with a
pretty gmul idea of its cons as well r.s pros . . .
There was no great deal of argument
fr<»m the
floor on the subject, but enough to indicate a
strong difference of opinion, which later show<Hl
Itself on the vote . . . Cole and his committee
didn’t exa<‘tly advocate the actual establishment
of such a combine, but rather its advisability, and
when the motion was ma<le to continue the study
of such a proposition, the vote stoo<l 74 to 60 in
favor ... a pretty close rea<*tion.
Dave
Palfreyman. Hays
contact man,
was in
attendance as usual with that quiet finger on the
pulse of things . . . Dave came in for a bit of
kidding about whether or not he was voting on
Cole's
wasn’t

buying circuit motion,
caught standing.

but

this

year

he

H. M. Richey handled the buying survey report
in his inimitable manner . . . Pointing out that Its
most im{x>rtant result is what he considered proof
that so-calle<l “national** sales policies still vary
a g(M)d bit in various localities . . . Apparently,
however, the policies are very much national when
it comes to asking increased rentals, because, as
Richey expressed it, SO per cent of the exhibitors
who answered the (luestionnaire sent out from his
Detroit hea<l<iuarters reporte<l such Increases being asked.
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Milwaukee —

The

plan

for

a

na-

tional buying combine of Allied units
would provide for a general charge
of three per cent to be paid by
member exhibitors for the privilege.
The plan was suggested by the resolutions committee, of which Col. H.
A. Cole, head of Texas Allied, was
chairman.
Each exhibitor would turn over his
product buying to the national body
which would be composed of directors elected by the regional organizations of Allied. This body would
elect officers and managers, who
would conduct the business to be
transacted.

Product Survey
(Continued

from page 9)

today still will confront the exhibitors.
Selling policies must be reformed.
“7. Exhibitors must strike through
the Hobbs’ resolution for congressional
investigation of the industry, through
the Neely-Pettengill bill, through bills
to prohibit compulsory playdates, and
by cooperation among
Must

Bear

themselves.”
Down

“With everything in our favor, we’ve
really got to bear down after this decisive
demonstration of support,” said H. M.
Richey of Michigan, one of Allied’s mainafter the hubbub
of last week’s
national springs,
convention
had subsided.
“We have come to the realization of
where we can actually go,” he continued.
“The spark was ignited at the second day’s
session when every Allied unit enthusiastically pledged they would contribute all
they might be assessed in the future to
continue our aggressive legislative program, and practically ordered us to go forward with full steam ahead.
“That enthusiasm was carried over into
our special board meeting and we clearly
saw that it was up to us to grab the steer
by the horns and not let go until we’ve
won a clear-cut victory.”
Commenting on the editorial by Ben
Shlyen, publisher of Boxoffice, in last
week’s issue, Myers echoed Richey’s enthusiasm, remarking: “There will be no
repetition of the MPTOA fiasco. All delegations have pledged adequate financial
support and active cooperation.” To which
Richey added: “The convention speaks for
Committees
itself.”
The labor committee, appointed by
President Nathan Yamins, to discuss the
unionization of the motion picture industry, included Fred Herington of Pittsburgh, chairman; F. J. McWilliams, Madison, Wis.; Aaron Saperstein, Chicago;
Frank Wetzman, Detroit, and Martin
Smith, Toledo, Ohio.
Sidney Samuelson of New Jersey was
chairman of the committee named to act
on the sales survey presented by H. M.
Richey. Other members of this committee
included M. A. Rosenberg, Pittsburgh;

Equipment
: OF

Exhibit Notes

ALUED

MEET

WITH a goodly number of companies exhibit-

-

ing their wares at the Allied convention, the
exliibitors were right at home
with the master
salesmen of the various firms ballyhooing their

products.
Bob
Hartman
of Chicago decided to employ
some showmanship
in his Nu-Kolor Trailer and
Moto-Scooter display. Miss Grac*e Walsh, who Bob
says has an RKO
contract, was quite fetehing to
tho conventioneers in her silk bathing suit as
she

posetl

on

a

scooter.

J. B. Kleckner, Motiograph’s president, was accompanied to the gathering by A. A. Lausman,
E. H. Davis and R. F. Sherman, his executive
associates. Together they talked Motiograph to
about every exhibitor present.
Walter Wagner
was present in person telling
of the advantages of Wagner silhouette letters and
the “3-in-l** letter mounting units.
J. W. Servies of New
York was doing double
duty at the convention. He is connected with the
sales promotion department of National Theatre
Supply, and represented his company, as well as
International Projector for its Simplex machine
display.

T. I*. Drew of New
York and D. H. Finke and
A. M. Siegel of Chicago know how a cashier in
the boxoffice of a busy theatre feels. They were
punching tickets every hour of the day on their
Gold Seal and Model H ticket registers, made by
their company, General Register.
The convention was well supplied with plenty of
l)etween-meals knick-knacks to eat, what with the
Burch popcorn machine company
offering boxes of
the tastiest confecton daily. Maybe it was due to
the way the machine popped it. C. T. Manley of
Kan.«^as City was
in attendance at the exhibit,
with his aids, F. S. Decker, F. E. Malia and J. W.
Buchanan.
Besides George Dembow’, some of his Chicago
lieutenants at the National Screen exhibits \vere
Dick’ Sachsel, Ten-O-Win
representative; Jack McPherson, central district manager,
and
Johnny
Mednikow, branch manager in Chicago.
E.

M
Hartley, RCA
ed his contingent at

Photophone manager, headtheir display, aided by Ed

Auger, his assistant;
ager for Photophone;

Dave Finn, advertising manEddie Klein, Chicago branch

manager,

O'Brien,

and

Jack

Indianapolis

mana-

C. C. Koontz, president; W. A. Fanin, vice-president, and John G. Beasley, Chicago, were in attendance for the International Seat Corp. Mrs.
ger.
George Feinberg, widow
of the late vice-presition. dent of the comi>any, was also about the convenAdolph
Pollack, general manager
of Theatre
Trailer Corp., which is headed by Mark
Block,
was
in charge of his convention display. Also
in attendance were Haskell Block and Henri Elman. who has the Chicago franchise.
American Seating Co. of Grand Rapids had its
factory representative, H. B. Myers, at its exhibit.
Others from the company
were P. C. Nelson,
f'hicago; G. W. Fox
aiul R. A. Ferguson,

and M. H.
Cincinnati.

Aygam,

St. Paul,

Sam
Gertz of Chicago was busy most of the
time explaining the working of the various slides
tliat can be used with his Screen Games
Attractions. With him were Milton Keller, Chicago, and
Eddie Moore, Milwaukee
representative.
National

Carbon

various types of
plain them were
of Chicago.
E.

had

a

display

showing

carbons. Always at hand
C. G. Ollinger and George

the

to exMayer

A. Wedemeir
of Ideal Seating Co had a complete line of chairs available for the tired exhibitors to relax in.

J. B. Schuyler and his staff of the Milwaukee
branch manne<l the National Theatre Supply display.

Fred DeLodder, Detroit; A. Kaplan, Minneapolis, and P. J. Wood, Columbus.
The resolutions and miscellaneous committee included H. A. Cole, Dallas, chairman; Lee Newbury, New Jersey; M. B.
Horowitz, Cleveland; I. R. Holycross, Indianapolis, and E. L. Peaslee, Stillwater,
Minn.
The committee which investigated the
matter of radio competition included Arthur Price, Baltimore; W. B. Peterson,
Massachusetts; A. Fishman, Connecticut;
Henry Greenberger, Cleveland, and E. F.
Maertz, Milwaukee.
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^^Ah!

^NEW

FACES’^’

...YES!. . . A HUNDRED NEW
EACES

AND

A THOUSAND

.
"
7
3
9
1
OF
Eduard

Directed

Small

IDEAS!

FACES

NEW
An

NEW

Production

by Lei^li

Jason

GET

SET

Here

FOR

comes

Slimmer

SURPRISES!

the biggest

show

you

ever

had! ... A mad jamboree
of fun and

frolic ... a 3-

riiig eirciis of* entertaiiimeiit spiced with girls,
glamor and gaiety! . . . .
ivilh these famous

Songs and
Brown

and

Lyrics by Lew
Sammy

Fain

★

. . . more

k ;< o
RADIO

T

PICTURES

Screenplay In' tyat Perrin,
l*hillip G. Epstein, Irving
S. Brecher

songs and

lyrics

by If alter Bullock and
Harold Spinna . . . and by
Ben Pollack and Harry
Janies
. . . and

★

still more

kose...arid by Joe Penner
and

JOE PENNER
MIUTON BERLE
PARK YAK ARKUS
HARRIET HILUIARD
WIULIAM BRADY

songs

and lyrics by Charles Henderson and Edward ClierHal Raynor

AND

entertainers

JEROME
THELMA
SCORES

COWAN
LEEDS

OF OTHERS!

Allied's "Gloved-Fist"
(Continued

from page 6)

possibilities, even though
both ways.
Limited,

and

But

it would

swing

Pledge

Strong

of Action

Milwaukee — ^Pledging

their

leaders

to

Abram Myers, Allied’s general counsel
and chief master mind in its legislative
campaign, addressed the convention Thursday.
Join

“Others

Oppressed’’

Myers explained that a larger vista of
activity in fighting the majors has been
opened up by the recent supreme court
decision upholding the Louisiana state
chain store tax measure. “We will prosecute our rights under this decision,” Myers
said. “We can join with the thousands of
those oppressed in other industries who
have the same objective.”
The Allied chief explained the proposed
chain theatre tax bill as an additional
weapon in the organization’s program
against the “Big Eight.” He also brought
forth how the Hobbs’ congressional resolution, H. R. 160, calling for an inquiry of
the industry “will bring forcibly before the
people what is really wrong with the business, and what has been embalmed in mere
resolutions yearly.”
"This resolution
anti-block booking
of getting

and the Neely-Pettengill
bill which is another way

at the basis

of our

problem/'

con-

tinued Myers, "can still both be brought before Congress, which now is expected to stay
in session

until September

1."

To assure no letup in Allied’s program,
Myers pleaded with every independent exhibitor to “enlist for the duration of the
war to help yourself.”
Myers discussed the legal aspects of the
Wagner Labor Act ruling of the supreme
court at the Thursday morning executive
session, when the convention decided
against siding with either the CIO or APL
in their fight to unionize the film industry.
At this session, it is understood various
labor problems of exhibitors in attendance
were aired on the floor.
Deplores

“Independent’s

Lot”

Declaring that the “lot of the indepenrent exhibitor is worse today than it was
a year ago,” President Nathan Yamins in
his opening day’s address, called for the
conventioneers to rally behind Allied’s program. This program, he reiterated, will
be two-fold this year.
1.

Organization

BOXOFFICE
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of Allied,

June

The
the

elimination

both

5, 1937.

theatre

nationally

indepen-

of the sellers of pictures

field of exhibition,

and

operations

the

regula-'

through

tax-

Yamins called for exhibitor support of
the Hobb’s resolution for investigation of
the industry as a “means of educating the
public . . . that the independent exhibitor
alone is the ‘forgotten man’ and is entitled
to a ‘new deal,’ to greater liberty and more
economic security.” He credited Colonel
H. A. Cole of Dallas with single-handed
success in having the Hobbs resolution introduced into Congress.
Suggests

prosecute a still more vigorous legislative
program against chain theatres and certain major distribution practices, the largest number of delegates ever to attend an
Allied convention are back in their own
bailiwicks after the three- day session
which started here May 26.
Heeding the voices of their members.
Allied chieftains decided on an expanded
program at the special board caucus last
Thursday evening.

Can

2.
from

lion of chain
ction.

But the scope of the remedy is immediately limited because of legislative adjournments and considering that the majority of legislatures will not reconvene
until 1939. There remains, however, the
second prong of the fork — the possibility of
stirring Congressional members into action
in behalf of the “little fellow.’’
Renew

territorially into a still stronger
dent exhibitor group.

Film

Commission

He suggested a type of commission to
which disputes of every nature could be
referred to for settlement, adding that “if
this sounds like government regulation,
isn’t it better for independent theatre owners to have their business regulated by the
government than destroyed by monopoly?”
The Allied leader prefaced his call to
action by citing the economic, social and
political changes that occurred in the United States since the convention in Cleveland. He cited the Robinson-Patman act
and the Wagner labor act ruling, among
others, “that have emancipated the little
fellow including the laborer and small
business man.” He added that “capital
can no longer continue in the unrestricted
enjoyment of its property without a due
regard for those who are dependent upon
it for continued existence.”
In citing these changes, Yamins again

Legit to Take Leaf
From Film Theatres
New

York — The

legitimate

theatre

is to

take a leaf from motion picture exhibition
and inject “house appeal” into its operations. That and several other resolves are
the objectives of the American Theatre
Council, which concluded its first national
convention here late last week.
Gillmore,

Aylesworth

Opinion

Part of the Council’s plan to revive the
ailing stage, particularly the “road,” will be
to popularize the legitimate houses by making them more comfortable and inviting,
announced Frank Gillmore, president of
Actors’ Equity Ass’n and one of the organization’s guiding heads. He mentioned
in this connection “more boxoffice courtesy, central air conditioning and sound
The need for a face lifting of legitimate
amplification.”
theatres throughout the country was
stressed by several speakers, among them
M. H. Aylesworth, formerly chairman of
RKO. He voiced the belief that neither
films nor the radio would ever kill the
stage and advised the convention to quit
worrying over the competition from the
motion picture industry and, instead, follow its example.

brought up Allied’s cry, “what of the poor
independent exhibitor;” that the lot
of the individual, be he a laborer or small
business owner, has become worse in the
past year.
H. A. Cole of Texas, chairman of the
resolutions committee, Thursday afternoon
presented the plan of organizing a secret
committee to pass on all drives of the distributors. His resolution branded such
drives as “a near racket, inasmuch as the
booker, who is frequently used as the tool
to put such drives over, is in position to
do the exhibitor much harm if his ‘request’
is refused.”

Committee

to Okay

The CAPITOL

Drives

The delegates unanimously adopted the
plan whereby a committee will give its
written consent before the members will
support such drives.
The convention passed several other
resolutions in addition to condemning Paramount for not delivering six films on
the season’s program. One attacked the
advertising accessory sales plan of several companies that are similar to those
of Paramount and Warner Bros.
Another

resolution condemned

Colum-

bia’s action of withholding “Lost Horizon,”
again this season under the roadshow
clause “with a view to ensnaring the exhibitors again next year.”
Arthur Price of Baltimore, reporting
Friday morning for the radio committee,
offered the resolution which branded as
unfair competition the appearances of film
stars on popular radio hours. After
amending the resolution from the floor to
condemn appearances at all times on the
air, the proposition was unanimously
adopted.

Depends on

Kooler-Aire
Large theatres and small ones . . . thousands
of them, all over America . . . depend on
Kooler-Aire

for efficient cooling

conditioning.
built for any

Kooler-Aire

and

air-

Systems

are

size theatre — in any desired

type — evaporative washed air, cold
and refrigeration. No matter
whether you are building ;
new theatre, putting
in a new cooling

water

system
m o d e or
1 i 1i
one — present
it will pay
your

you

to

get a copy tioning
offor “Air
the
Theatre”
Survey

CondiModern
and a Kooler-Aire

of your

theatre.

U. S. AIR CONDITIONING

CORP.

2119 Kennedy St. N. E.
MINNEAPOLIS • MINNESOTA
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for control of United Artists was the announcement here by A. W. Smith jr., gen-

Goldw^n-Korda Have Six
Months to Raise UA Cash
Hollywood — Pending

consummation

of

financial negotiations of gargantuan proportions, the Samuel Goldwyn-Alexander
Korda deal to take over the United Artists
holdings of Mary Pickford, Douglas Fairbanks and Charles Chaplin will remain in
its optional stage, it was understood here
this week following confirmation of the
transaction by Dr. A. H. Giannini, UA president.
Six

Months

to Raise

Cash

Given options on the stock owned by the
trio after dickering during the UA stockholders’ meeting here last week, Goldwyn
and Korda have been given six months in
which to raise the necessary cash — an undisclosed amount — with which to buy out
the original UA founders.
The statement issued by Dr. Giannini
at the time the proposed transfer was revealed leaves no doubt but that terms of
the sale have been agreed upon and that
all that remains to be done before the
actual signing of the deal will be the floating of adequate capital by the prospective
purchasers.
Dr. Giannini’s statement declared:
"Miss Mary Pickford, Douglas
and Charles Chaplin have given

Fairbanks
an option

on

their holdings in the United Artists Corporation to Samuel Goldwyn and Alexander
Korda.
"This transaction will in no way
production plans as announced by

change
George

Schaefer."

Immediately after the announcement
David Rose, vice-president of Goldwyn productions, and Korda left for New York.
While there it is believed they will open
negotiations for adequate financing to cover the options on the UA property, the
value of which has not been disclosed.
Unless drastic measures are taken, the
present setup under which Selznick International and Walter Wanger produce for
UA release will continue, at least until current commitments have terminated.

Names

of

the

Goldwyn

— “Dead

End,”

from

the New York stage play, with Humphrey
Bogart, Sylvia Sidney, Joel McCrea, Wendy
Barrie, Claire Trevor and Allen Jenkins,
under William Wyler’s direction; “Stella
Dallas,” with Barbara Stanwyck, John
Boles, Ann Shirley and Alan Hale, being
directed by King Vidor; “The Hurricane,”
by the authors of “Mutiny on the Bounty,”
James Hall and Charles Nordhoff; “The
Adventures of Marco Polo,” with Gary
Cooper and Sigrid Gurie, to start production June 10; “The Goldwyn Follies,”
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Grand prizes were awarded to Mochrie;
Ewen MacLean, manager of Los Angeles,
leading branch in the west, and A. J. Jeffery of Montreal, leading eastern branch.

slated for July production in Technicolor,
and others.
Selznick

International — “The

Four weeks’ extra salary went to the leading
salesmen in each district as follows: Jack Groves,
Dallas: Frank Eisenberg, Minneapolis. Guy Gunderson, Los Angeles: Elmer Donnelly, Indianapolis,
and to T. L. Davis of Philadelphia and David
Burkan of New York who were tied for first place
in the east and split the prize. Bookers receiving

Prisoner

of Zenda,” with Ronald Colman, Madeleine
Carroll, Douglas Fairbanks jr., Mary Astor,
C. Aubrey Smith, Raymond Massey and
David Niven; “Nothing Sacred.” with Carole Lombard and Fredric March, directed
by William Wellman, production to start

two weeks’ extra pay were: E. Schrider, Montreal:
Roy Sachs. Dallas: Harry James, Chicago; W. B.
Pollard. Los Angeles, L. Dowdell, Cleveland, and
Herbert Richeck and Ben Levine of New York.

June 10; “The Adventures of Tom Sawyer,”
directed by H. C. Potter; “The Earl of
Chicago,” and “Of Great Riches.”
Walter

Wanger — “The

Vogues

in Technicolor, with Warner
Vinson, Joan Bennett and

The Disney awards of 13 watches for the best
increase in Disney played and earned business went
to the following managers and bookers: Mac Lean
and Pollard. Los Angeles; Charles Rosenzweig,
manager, and Richeck and Levine, New York; J.
S. Abrose, manager
and Abe Chapman,
booker,
Milwaukee: D. J. McNerney, manager
and W. M.
Bigford, booker, San Francisco; S. Glazer, manager
and R. Knights, booker, Toronto; D. Griesdorf,
manager
and Jack Reid, booker, Winnipeg.

of 1938,”

Baxter, Helen
Mischa Auer,

directed by Irving Cummings; “Fifty-Second Street,” with Ian Hunter, Leo Carrillo,
Pat Patterson, Ella Logan, Sid Silvers, Zasu
Pitts, and Kenny Baker, Harold Young directing; “Carelessly,” with Joan Bennett;
“Stand-In,” starring Leslie Howard, directed by Tay Garnett; and “Personal History,” with Madeleine Carroll. Wanger
has others on schedule not yet announced.
Charles

Chaplin — One

tion to be produced
Alexander

untitled

Joe

Korda — “Knight

sales

New

Takes

Drive

York — Bidding

the Goldwyn-Korda

for

spectively, of one
contest.

New

week’s

and

and

E.

western

extra

pay

Zerga

of

winners,

in the

San
re-

accessory

York — Walt

Disney’s

first release

photographythrough
will be “The
to be sional
distributed
RKO. Old Mill,”
Differing from the three-ply effect gained by Max Fleischer through the use of
miniature sets, Disney’s process employs
a special camera that “shoots” the figures
from all angles and heights. It films the
various backgrounds and figures through
three moving celluloid strips all different
distances from the lens.

Top

interest

Toronto

eastern

utilizing his newly developed three-dimen-

Ar-

mor,” with Marlene Dietrich and Robert
Donat; “Four Feathers,” starring Robert
Donat; “The Divorce of Lady X,” with
Merle Oberon; a second Merle Oberon picture in Technicolor, and others.
Mochrie

of

were

THREE - DIMENSIONAL
CARTOONS BY DISNEY

produc-

Without

Johnson

Francisco

personally by him.

with

option deal last week

i\m
THE

"FORTUNE"

Beckons

OF THE

America

MOTION

PICTURE

INDUSTRY

to View the Stature of Cinema

Artistry

Dedicated to the Ctnema — both Art and Industry — to do what Fortune did

produc-

tions to be released in 1937-38 by United
Artists have been announced here by
George J. Schaefer, vice-president and
general manager, as follows:
Samuel

Final tabulations also showed that Harry
Gold’s eastern division nosed out the western area for the high spot.

for Business, what Esquire has done for Men. CINEMA ARTS is different —
never dull. It is artistic, but never arty; smart, but not smug. It matches Hollywood's world-famed Glamour with a Glamour all its own.

19 Features

Hollywood — Nineteen

eral sales manager, that Robert Mochrie’s
southern UA district won the grand prize
in the George J. Schaefer sales drive which
closed officially May 1.
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INDIVIDUAL EXHIBITOR
MAY FIND IMMUNITY
New

York — Considerable

debate

is wag-

ing in motion picture industry circles here
whether wages and hours legislation proposed in Congress would affect the individual or “small” exhibitor.
In the light of recent U. S. supreme court
decisions, it is accepted that a theatre
chain doing an interstate business would
come under the labor provisions. But
there is a belief that the individual exhibitor or the intrastate circuit operator
would be exempt.
Broad

Interpretation

Exclude

Local

New

Adolph Zukor Defends
Product Policy

Cited

Another school of thought, however, inclines to the view that the supreme court,
in the Wagner act decisions, interpreted
broadly the interstate characteristics of a
business which is dependent on units in
other sections of the country for its product supply or trade. It is contended, further, that since theatres plainly are part
of the industry as a whole and since the
industry is interstate in nature, any component unit would be declared to be in
interstate commerce and thus subject to
federal labor regulation.
May

Due Process Clause Breach
Para. Divorce Law Attack

Retailers

All lay interpretations are open to question and will not be decided until the
highest tribunal gives its opinion. In the
Wagner act decisions the court made it
clear that each case would be decided
on its merits and it is presumed that the
same would hold in the instance of wages
and hours control.
Washington dispatches this week indicated that local retail business and service establishments, in which category theatres sometimes have be^n classed, might
be excluded from proposed labor legislation.

Milwaukee

New

York — Will

H. Hays,

president

of

the MPPDA, is scheduled to leave here
next week on his annual trip to Hollywood, where he will probably stay two or
three months.
This week he visited at his home in
Sullivan, Ind., and on Monday was scheduled to attend the graduation exercises
ef Will jr., who receives an A. B. degree
from Wabash College, Crawfordsville, Ind.

Studio Strike Breaks as
Painters Capitulate
Hollywood — Admitted

to the basic

studio craft agreement reached in
New York in April, the striking painters’ union was to return to work here
this week with the last strings of the
studio strike trailing in their wake.
Ringleader of the Federated Motion
Picture Crafts walkout, the painters’
union allegedly had composed all differences with the lATSE over jurisdiction and was to go back on the
job with closed shop assured and a
wage increase o/ 10 per cent won.
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Denying

Allied’s

the company’s method of selling "for
years, as you know, has been to deliver pictures according to release
year. If the pictures were generally
released in a given year, they were
covered by the contract. If they were
not so generally released the exhibitor had no claim to them. Of this,
all exhibitors have been well aware
and no one has been fooled about it,”
the production chief contended.

A Wage Demand in;
Other Unions Active
Seattle,

HAYS READIES FOR
VISIT TO HOLLYWOOD

—

charges that Paramount’s failure to
deliver six picture on the 1936-37
program constituted "unfair play,”
Adolph Zukor, chairman of the board
and chief of production, outlined the
company’s stand in a letter to the
Allied annual convention here last
week. Mr. Zukor pointed out that

Wash. — Major

exchange

mana-

gers this week had received the wage and
hour demands of the newly chartered Film
Exchange Employes union, local B-21.
Demands include 38-hour week, two-week
vacations with pay and overtime for Saturday afternoons, Sundays and holidays.
Wage scale is as follows:
Heart shipper
Ass’t shipper
Heart inspeetress
Ass’t inspe<*tress
Heart poster clerk
First uss’t poster clerk
Second
ass’t x>oster clerk
Stock clerk
C'Onihinert

shipper

and

$42.50
37.50
30.00
27.50
42.50
37.50
35.00
30.00

poster

clerk..

York — Claim

that

the North

Da-

kota theatre “divorcement” law violates
the due process and equal protection
clauses of the 14th amendment to the
U. S. Constitution will constitute the distributors’ heavy artillery in attacking the
recently enacted statute in the North Dakota federal courts this summer.
Grounds on which invalidation of the
law will be sought were revealed to Boxoffice

here this week

by Simpson,

Thach-

er and

Bartlett, prominent law firm engaged by Paramount to prosecute the case
against the state. The suit is regarded as
a test for similar legislation.
Recess

Kills

New

Jersey

Bill

The law firm would give no indication
as to the probable filing date of the suit,
but said that it would be “some time this
summer.” Exhaustive research is being
made in preparation and “we want to be
sure we have the right action,” it was said.
Meanwhile, Allied-sponsored legislation
to compel distributors and producers to
divest themselves from theatre holdings
was still pending this week in Michigan,
Wisconsin and Illinois. The bill introduced in New Jersey without Allied sponsorship was killed late last week when the
legislature at Trenton recessed. The New
Jersey legislature will reconvene June 28
but only relief financing is scheduled for
consideration.

Two June Monograms
New

York — Two

Monogram

productions

will be ready for release in June, according to W. Ray Johnston, president. The
first, for June 23 release, is “Blazing Barriers,” with Junior Coghlan, Florine McKinney, Edward Arnold, Edward Arnold
jr., and Guy Bates Post. “The Thirteenth
Man,” with Weldon Heyburn, Inez Courtney and Eadie Adams, is set for release
June 30.

42.50

Meanwhile, the theatre union of doormen, ushers and cashiers, with a reported
membership of 300, has elected officers.
The group is awaiting its charter before
presenting wage and hour demands.
Kansas
Kansas

City
City,

Theatre

Union

Mo. — With

Formed

the exchanges

already organized, the lATSE moved this
week upon theatres in this hotel-strikelocked town with the result that more than
100 minor workers of the five local first
runs met at lA headquarters to form the
Theatre Employes Union. Employes of
downtown and suburban subsequents are
being approached for membership.
Atlanta
Atlanta,

Into

Ga. — Exchange

The

in this

notoriously open shop center applied this
week for a charter under the lATSE banner.

finer

the

spray

the

cooler

the

theatre.

Marley

spray nozzles wash air more thoroughly because they provide a finer, more
uniform spray. They reduce costs because
they operate efficiently under low pressures.
These nozzles machined internally — equipped
with removable
base plugs — made
in all
capacities. Write for literature and free
sample.
1915

Fold
workers

For More Efficient — More
Economical Air Washing

THF
Walnut

MAUl.KY
fSt.

COMPANY
Kansas City,

MARLEY

PATENTED

S P R

Y

Mo,

NOZZLES

17

Pre-Holidai] Grosses Are Depressed
(Average

CHICAGO

Apollo — Night Must Fall (M-G-M)
80
Chicago- — Prince and the Pauper (FN)
115
Palace — Shall We Dance (RKO), 4th wk
85
Roosevelt — xMake May
for Tomorrow
(Para).. 95
United Artists — A Star Is B<irn (UA). 3rd wk... 95

Star

Is Born

(UA);

held

over

120

Capitol — (’afe Metropole (20th-Fox)
Family — Midnight Taxi (20th-Fox)
Grand — Shall Me
Dance (RKO)
3d wk

110
110
110

Keith’s— Fifty Roa<ls to Town
(20th-Fox)
Lyric — Silent Barriers (GB)
Palace — Turn Off the Moon (Para)

110
100
110

Allen — Prince

and

the

Pauper

Elephant
OooD

135

(FN)

2d

wk

115

State — Night Must Fall fM-G-M)
Stillman — A Star Is Bom
(UA). 3d

115
90

90

w'k

DALLAS
Capitol — Silent Barriers (GB)
Capitol — Pande Racket (Col)
Majestic — Good Old Soak (M-G-M)
Melba — Her Husband
Ides (Para)
Palace — The.> (iave Him a (iun (M-G-M)
Tower — Shall Me
Dance (RKO), 3rd wk

90
100
90
80
.... 90
110

Dance — Milwaukee..

■Wake Up and Live — Pittsburgh
and Portland, Ore
Chases

Man — New

EXTENDED
Lo>t Horizon, 12th
Globe. New' York.
Maikiki
land.
Ore.

M’edding,

Brandeis — The Prince ami
Parole Racket (Col)

130
130
125

Soak — Omaha

'We

90

Hippodrome — Shall M’e Dance (RKO)
Palace — Melody for Two
(\VB): Cab Calloway on the stage

OMAHA
130

Boy — Denver

Old

Shall

■Woman
leans

CLEVELAND

Radio City Music Hall — Shall We Dance (RKO),
stage show ; 2nd wk
105
Rialto — What Price Vengeance (Rialto)
105
Rivoli — Dreaming Lips (UA) and Disney
Award
feature (UA)
95
Roxy — As Good as Married (Univ), stage show 90
ir'trand- —Prince and the Pauper (FN), 3rd wk. 90

Top Hits of the Week
Shall "We Dance — Pittsburgh..
Cafe Metropole — New Orleans
and Omaha

CINCINNATI
Albee- — A

Is lOOyo)

at

Don’t
6th

d.t.

wk.

in

130
110

Denham — Make May
for Tomorrow
(Para).... 90
Denver — (’afe Metropole (20th-Fox)
100
Orpheum--Thev
Gave Him
a (iun (M-G-M);
(io<Kl Old Soak (M-G-M)
110
Paramount — Thunder
in the City (Col) and
Motor Madness (Col)
90

DETROIT
Adams — No Man of Her Own
(Para), reissued:
Silent Barriers (GB)
Cass — Lost Hori/on (Col), held 2nd wk
Cinema — Pris<uiers fAmkino). closed for
summer
Downtown — Slaves
2nd wk

in

Bondage

(SR),

held

Girl
United

the

Kid

(M-G-M).

reissue;

From
Scotland A’ard (Para)
Artist.s — The Thirteenth (hair

85
115

Fox— Hit I’arade (Rep), stage show'
Madison — Shall Me Dance (RKO). 3rd w'k
Michigan — .A Star Is Born (UA), stage show'.
Picture moved to Madison for 2nd wk
State — Billy

100
100

95
85
120

The

(M-G-M)

85
75

wk.

I'rince and
New
York.

wk.

the

I’auper,

Alania- — <^’herokee Strip (FN)
Ambassador — M'e Have Our Moments
Apollo — Prince and the Pau|>er (FN)
Circle — Turn Off the Moon
(Para)
Indiana — Man
AVho Found
Himself
Loew’s — A
Star Is Born (UA)
Lyric — Cafe Metropole (20th-Fox)
show

(Unlv)...
(RKT)),.,

90
80
80
80
90
75

plus

stage

3id

at
two-aDallas;
Cincinnati;
in

Mainstreet — Turn Off the Moon (Para). Kins:
of Oainblers (Para)
Midland — Woman
Chase-. Man (UA): The 13th
Chair (M-G-M), H days
Newman — Call It a Day (\VB); The .Man Mho
Tonncl Himself (RKO)

MILWAUKEE
Garilen — .Night Must Fall (M-G-M); You’re in
the .\rmy Now
(GB)
100
Palace — Turn Off the Moon (Para). Girl From
Scotland Yard (Para)
115
Riverside — .She's Dangerous (Univ); .stage sliow 105
Strand— Personal I’ropcrty (M-G-M);
Midnight
Taxi (20th-Fox)
90
Wainei- — Shall Me
Danee (RKO);
Midnight
Court (\VB)
125
Wisconsin — The.y tiave Him
a Gun (M-G-M);
Step l.ivel.y, .Jeeves (20th-Fox)
100

MINNEAPOLIS
A.stei- — Night Key (Univ); It Happened
Out
West (20th-Fox)
Century — Shall We Dance (RKO), 2d wk
Minnesota — Prince and the Pau|>er (FN)
Orpheum—
Cafe Metropole (20th-Fox)
State — Way Out West (M-G-M); Her Husband
Lie.s (Para)
Time— Dealers In Death (SR); Lasst »Jonrney
(SR)
M’oiid — Sinalanningar

Tower — Cafe

Metroinde

I'ptown — Cafe

(20th-Fox),

Metropole

stage

(20th-Fox)

SO
55
12.'i

LOS
Chinese — Komeo

and

(M-G-M);

18

.Juliet

(M-G-M);

ME.

Baby

85
100

ORE.

(M-G-M)

105
110
110
115
125
120

PROVIDENCE
Albee — Mings Over
Doctor (Univ)

Honolulu

(Univ);

Oh.
65

70
90

ORLEANS
revival

M’est (M-G-M)
Strand — League of Frightened
No Man of Her Own
(Para)

SALT

55
60
55

('»rpheuni — Prince and the Pauper (FN)
90
Saenger — Cafe Metropole (20th-Fox)
130
St. t’harles — Two
Wise Maids (Rep); Rootin’
Tootin’ Rhythm
(Rep)
95
State — U Oman
( bases Man
(UA)
125
Tudor- Wake Up and I>lve (20th-Fox), revival. 100

LAKE

Men
(Col);
reissued

100

CITY

Capitol — I Met Him in Paris (Para); Time
Out tor Romance
(20th-Fox)
Orjiheum — This Is M.v Affair (20th-Fox).
Oh. Doctor (Univ)
Paramount — Romeo
and Juliet (M-G-M)
Studio — Shall Me Dance (RKO), holdover,
2nd wk

SAN

100

105
100
95
90

FRANCISCO

Clay — Fire Over Kngland (UA)
120
Fox —Cafe Metropole (20th-Fox). Mountain Justice (FN)
85
Geary — Ixost Horizon (Col), roadshow, 11th wk.lOO
Golden Gate — Shall Me Dance (RKO); stage
show
120
Orpheum — As Good as Marrle<l (Univ);
Hours Leave (GN)
70
I’aramount — Night Must Fall (M-G-M);
Nobo<ly*H Baby (M-G-M)
95
St. Franci.s — Manhattan
Mehnlrama
(M-G-M),
reis.sue; Girl Loves Boy (GN)
95
United Artists — Star Is Born (UA), 3rd wk...l05
Warfield — Prince and
ing (20th-Fox)

Pauper

(FN);

Fair

M’arn-

100

SEATTLE

CITY
Blue

Nohodj's

Baby
(M-G-M)
'...110
Downtown — Prince and the Pauper (FN)
100
Hillstreet -Shall We
Danee (RKO),
3rd wk... 90
Hollywood — Prince and the Pauper (P'N)
100
Pantages — Shall We Danee (RKO), 3rd wk
90
Paramount — Turn Off the .Mimn (Para)
Pink.v Tomlin in person
130
State — Borneo and
Baby
(M-G-M)

Nobody’s

90

HAVEN

YORK

110
85

Blue Mouse — M’aikiki M’edding (Para); Parole
Ra<'ket (Colo). 6th d. t. wk
Broadway — They Gave Him a Gun (M-G-M);
That xMan’s Here Again (FN)
Mayfair — Behind the Headlines (RKO); Head
Over Heels in Love (GB)
Orpheum — Shall AVe Dance (RKO); Midnight
Taxi (20th-Fox), 2nd wk
Paramount — M’ake Up and Live (20th-Fox);
I Promise to Pay (Col)
United Artists — History Is Made at Night (UA).

100

ANGELES
.Juliet

(Swedish)

90
95
90
85

College — Devil’s Ploygnuind (Col); Pande
RiU'ket (Col)
90
Loew 's Poli — Hit Parade (Rep); Night Must
Fall (M-G-M)
100
Paramount— Turn Off the M<»on (Para); Night
of Mystery (Para)
90
Roger Sherman — Mountain Justice (FN); When
Love Is Vi>ung (Ltniv), 6 days
55

NEW

.125
85
135

Fays — Draegerman
('ourage (FN). stage show 50
Majestic — Fifty Roads to Town
(20th-Fox);
I’nder the Retl Robe (20th-Fox)
100
State — Night Must Fall (M-G-M);
May
Out

Center — <iay Di vorcee (RKO),
reissue
GIobp--Swing High, Suing I^u (Para),
Liberty — Behind the Headlines (RKO)
fiO

(RKO)

PORTLAND.

100

CITY

M’ife

Empire — As Goo<l a-s Marrierl (Univ) ; Mysterious Crossing (Univ)
State- Prinee and the Pauper (FN); Night
of Mystery (Para)

.\ Star Is Bom, 3rd wk. in .San Francisco;
3rd wk. in Seattle; 3rd wk. in Chicago.

NEW
KANSAS

the

wk.

of
strand.

Shull We
Dance, 3rd wk. in
3rd wk. in Cleveland; 3rd wk.
3rd wk. in Los Angeles.

NEW
INDIANAPOLIS

Tell

PORTLAND,

Captains (’oiirageous, 3rd
day at Astor, New York.

130
130

Port-

DENVER
Aladdin — Klephant Bo> (UA)
Broadway — A Star Is Born (l^A). following
week at each Denver and Aladdin

110

PITTSBURGH

125

two-a- day

of

(FN);

Alvin — M ake V^p and Live (20th-Fox), 2d
Fulton — Fire Over Kngland (UA)
Penn — Shall We Dance (RKO)
Stanley — The M'oman I Love (RKO);
Phil
Regan in person
Warner — Outcasts of Poker Flat (RKO);

RUNS

wk.

Paui>er

Omaha — Good Old Siwik (M-G-M);
She's Dangerous (Univ)
Orpheum — Cafe Metropole (20th-Fox); A Family Affair (M-G-M)

125

Or

the

N(d>r>d.»’s
!..,.110

Astor — (’aptaiiis Courageous
of two-a-day
Capitol- -They Gave Him
a
2nd wk

(M-G-M)
(inn

3rd

wk,

(M-G-M),

Central — ( harlie Chan at the Olympics
20th-Fox). 13th epi. Dick Tracy serial
Globe — Lost Horizon (Col). 12th wk. of twoa-day
Palace — .Melody for Two
(WB), 1st run and
Cafe .Metropole (20th-Fox). 2nd run
Paramount — T^irn Off the Moon (Para),
stage show

90
80
95
50
105
110

Mouse — (’afe Metropole (20th-Fox): Midnight Taxi (20th-Fox), 2nd wk
120
Fifth Avenue — They Gave Him a Gun (M-G-M);
Nobmly’s Baby (M-G-M)
120
Liberty — A Star Is Bom
(L^A). 3rd wk
115
Music Box — Prince and the Pauper (FN),
3rd wk
110
Orpheum — (’all It a Day (WB); Silent
Barriers (GB)
Palomar — Everybmly Dance (GB). plus stage
show
Paramount — As Gowl as Married (Univ);
Klephant

Boy

(UA)

BOXOFFICE
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CHAIN TAX UW INCLUDES THEATRES
Sijlvester Z. Poli
Buried inWoodmont
WooDMONT,

Conn. — Funeral

services

for

the late Sylvester Z. Poli, pioneer theatreman in Connecticut and until three years
ago operator of the Poli New England chain
of 16 houses, were held from Villa Rosa,
his summer home, on Thursday morning.
The retired exhibitor died late Monday of
pneumonia, after a short illness.
Sale

to Fox

In 1928, Mr. Poli announced the sale of
his theatrical holdings which then had an
assessed valuation of $26,000,000, to William Pox and the Fox Theatrical Corp.
Several years later, however, it became
necessary for him to foreclose on the properties. After a time he entrusted the holdings to Harry Arthur of the Arthur Theatre Corp., only to reassume control himself
shortly after. In November, 1933, the 16
New England houses were acquired by
Loew’s, Inc. Mr. Poli retained the first
mortgages on the properties and took an
active interest in them to the last.
Much of his time was spent at the
Villa Rosa, his summer home in Woodmont, with his family. He is survived by
his wife and four daughters, one of them
the Marchesa Lipo Gerini of Florence,
Italy.

TRANS-LUX DEALING
FOR SEVENTH UNIT
New

York — The

Trans-Lux

Corp. is ne-

gotiating for its seventh unit, the deal giving the company its fifth New York house.
No further expansion is planned for the
present, it has been learned.
The latest project is understood to be
for a location on Lexington Ave. and 52nd
St. In addition to two theatres now in
operation in New York and two others under construction, there is one Trans-Lux in
Philadelphia and another in Washington.

Would Reduce Theatre
Tax to One Year
Washington

— Congressman

Din-

gell, Michigan Democrat, member of
the house ways and means committee, served notice Friday on the house
leadership that he expected to introduce an amendment to the nuisance
tax continuance resolution reported
favorably Thursday by the committee. The amendment would restrict
the tax on theatre admissions and
other levies to one year instead of
two. His motion to this effect failed
in the committee by a vote of 14 to
11 after the opposition called in two
proxy votes.
Dingell’s projected amendment
would serve to open the whole subject of nuisance taxes for review by
committee after this session adjourns.
It is known that Chairman Doughton
of the ways and means committee desires to abolish nuisance taxes as
early as possible, and insiders asserted Friday that he would not seriously
oppose the Dingell amendment when
it was introduced on the floor.

THREE N. Y. MEASURES
CONCERN INDUSTRY
Albany — Governor

Lehman

this

week

approved three bills affecting the motion
picture industry in the state of New York,
as follows:
The Keenan bill provides that engineers
and firemen employed in motion picture
theatres shall be entitled to one day of
rest in seven.
The

Ehrlich bill permits cities and villages outside New York City to adopt an
ordinance allowing admission of unaccompanied children to motion picture theatres,
providing children are segregated and a
matron is in charge.
The Gans ticket broker bill requires a
permit and payment of $10 fee to change
the location of a business reselling tickets
of admission to theatres.

EASTERN EDITION Is One of the Seven Sectional Editions in Which BOXOFFICE Is Published Weekly. The
Other Six Editions Are: NEW ENGLAND, MIDEAST, CENTRAL, MIDWEST, WESTERN, SOUTHERN.

Penn. Measure Assesses
Graduated Fee From
$1 to $250
Harrisburg,

Pa. —

The

legislature

this

week passed the chain store tax bill,
amended recently to include theatres, after
one of the roughest sessions in the history
of state lawmaking.
Graduated from $1 for one theatre to $250
per unit for chains of 100 to 200 houses,
the law will hit Warner and Comerford
the most severe blows. It is estimated that
Warner

will pay $25,000 annually in additional taxes and that the Comerford circuit will pay upwards of $15,000.

No information

as to closings by circuits

was

forthcoming. The Atlantic and Pacific Tea Co. and the American Stores,
however, closed nearly 200 stores each as
soon as the measures was enacted.
Philly

Compromise

Seen

Philadelphia — A compromise

between

city fathers and the theatre men
imminent in the tax tangle here.

the

seems

At a meeting of the board of directors
of the UMPTO on Wednesday it was reported that the independent operators
would not fight the impending tax on admissions and the excise levy on marquees,
which were part of the tax proposals submitted by the mayor to city council.
The showmen, however, indicated they
would oppose the proposed levy on film
footage and billboards. City Hall observers
said that the council would be willing to
scrap these tax measures and go along
with the two levies the exhibitors are willing to assume.
Would

Continue

State

Tax

The tax measures propose a $25 levy
on theatre marquees and the continuance
of the one cent tax on each 25-cent admission which the state will drop July 22.
George P. Aarons, UMPTO’s secretary,
and Lewen Pizor, president, were scheduled
to appear at Friday’s meeting of the council and submit their organization’s compromise.

ALFRED L. FINESTONE, Eastern Editor, 551 Fifth Ave.,
New York, N. Y., Phone Vanderbilt 3-7138. PRESCOTT
DENNETT, Bond Bldg., Washington, D. C., V. W. MORROW, 73 W. Eagle St., Buffalo, N. Y.

FHILAIIELPHIA CIO-AFl SmOSE
Conflict Over Employment
at Landsdowne
Theatre
Philadelphia — The

Committee

for

In-

dustrial Organization has been conducting
a sub rosa campaign for the past few
weeks for the organization of theatre employes in opposition to the AFL unions
here.
This was revealed when the CIO’s baby
union, The Theatrical Workers’ Industrial
Union, "picketed” a picket line of the
lATSE in front of the Landsdowne Theatre.
Discharge

CIO

Members

The lATSE picket was in protest against
the hiring of two projectionists belonging
to the CIO union after two AFL men were
fired.
The theatre was recently taken over by
Henry Friedman, Harry Denbow and
Harry Ball. It formerly was a part of the
Warner chain.
The AFL pickets carried a banner
charging their union was "locked out for
refusing a cut in wages.”
James Gill, CIO organizer, said the new
projectionists were receiving wages higher
than the lATSE rate. The two men, he
said, were hired at a combined wage of
$115 a week, $20 more than the lATSE
wage for suburban houses.
The pressure of the AFL union proved
too much for the Landsdowne operators,
however, and the CIO unionists were fired
within two days and the old projectionists
rehired.
Not

Opposing

AFL

But Gill said the "CIO had only begun
to fight.”
“We are not working in opposition to
the AFL unions, but if they want a fight
we will give it to them,” he said.
“Our sole object was to organize the
unorganized and underpaid employes that
the AFL hadn’t bothered with before and
we are going along organizing them on
an industrial basis.
“The fight at the Landsdowne Theatre
is far from over,” Gill said.
"We intend to picket the theatre until
they take our men, whom they fired unfairly, back on the payroll.”
Union

Combine

Talked

Meanwhile the threat of the CIO union
in the theatrical field has caused talk of
a merger between the lATSE and the old
Keystone State Moving Picture Operators
Union, Local No. 1.
Although officials of the two unions refused to confirm or deny the rumors it
is known that they have held conferences
within the past two days with the view of
combining their forces to fight the CIO
“invasion.”
Wage

Boost

New

York

—

With

^HERE’S more real life drama in a good
assortment of incoming trans-Atlantic

negotiations

liner passengers than you’ll usually find in
a lot of manufactured fiction. As witness

completed on wage-hour union agreements for Buffalo film exchanges,
major distributor executives meeting
here with representatives of lATSE
turn their attention next to New
Haven, Cleveland and Pittsburgh.
Agreement on demands of the Boston union was reached last week.

the Normandie’s debarkees this week: A. C.
Blumenthal, promoter of theatrical enterprises that usually run into six figures,
has organized a company to introduce
American hamburgers to the British. Blumenthal thinks the Yankee dish might go

in the near future, Harry Cohan, union
organizer said.
The new scale follows:
Head inspectresses, a minimum of $23;
inspectresses, $20; head shippers, $45; shippers, $28.50; assistant shippers, $23, and
poster department employes, a minimum of
The maximum work week will be 40
$25.
hours.
This agreement was consummated with
Metro, Fox, Warner Bros., Paramount, Columbia, United Artists, RKO, Universal
and Clark Distributing Service, Inc. A
scale for independents will be negotiated
this week, Cohan said.
Capital

Presents

Washington — At the last meeting

of the

ROXY REVAMP PLAN
GETS TENTATIVE OKAY
New

York — Operation

of the Roxy

atre was assured Thursday

The-

when

Federal

Judge Caffey tentatively approved
organization plan for the house.

the re-

Approving the special master’s report,
the court upheld the full payment to secured creditors, declaring that since the
company

was proved insolvent, neither unsecured creditors nor stockholders could
participate in the assets as a matter of law.

To Coast for GN
New

York — Jack

Kerness,

over because “the English people are a
funny people, and you never know what
they will like.” Gloria Swanson proceeds
to the coast to stage a “comeback” under
the Columbia banner, after a very long
screen absence. She was engaged via long
distance phone to London and will star
in “The Second Mrs. Draper.” Nat Levine,
another trans-Atlantic arrival, may be the
top man in his own producing company.
There never was any truth to the report
that he’d become an associate producer
for M-G-M, specializing in “B” pictures,
he said, adding that he will have an announcement any day now about his new
project.
Major Leslie E. Thompson was one of
the pallbearers at the funeral of Sylvester
Z. Poli at Woodmont Thursday. Joseph
R. Vogel of Loew’s also attended the services. . . Lou Lifton was in Washington

Demands

newly-organized Film Exchange Employes
Union, Local No. B-13 lATSE, a new wage
scale was drawn up and submitted by the
executive committee to the distributors,
through their local branch managers. The
executive committee consists of Mary Morris, Columbia; E. O. Cunningham, Paramount, and Jack Kline, Grand National.
This scale calls for a weekly wage as
follows: $55 for shippers, $45 for assistant
shippers, $55 for ad sales managers, $50
for combination shipper and poster clerks,
$30 for head inspectress and $27.50 for
inspectress.

to 200

More than 200 film exchange employes
received wage increases up to $15 a week
in their pay envelopes last Friday, following their ratification of the agreement between exchange executives and the Film
Exchange Employes Union.
A written contract will be worked out

20

Home Office Executives
in Union Huddles

formerly

of

GB, has been named to succeed Sam Kestenbaum, who resigned as ad production
manager for Grand National this week to
act as west coast publicity manager for
Condor Pictures. Kestenbaum leaves for
Hollywood June 10.

Wednesday to screen “Blazing Barriers” at
a private showing for Robert E. Fechner,
director of the CCC, and other CCC and
U. S. department of forestry officials, with
whose cooperation the film was made . . .
Carl Laemmle sr., accompanied by his
secretary. Jack Ross, sailed on the Normandie Wednesday for a pleasure trip
abroad.
Rutgers Neilson says every RKO official
from New York attending the coast convention will be decked out in white suits,
tan shoes and Radio ties — just to make
the Gotham group’s presence felt . . . The
Monday Knighters (true to form) will hold
its annual golf tournament on Tuesday,
"White
Plains.
June 29,
at the Elmsford Country Club,
Charles Bruder of the Paramount legal
staff joins the benedicts next week . . .
Sam Sax sails for Europe June 26, taking
advantage
the Vitaphone
amiual
summer ofll-week
layoff . .studio’s
.Milt
Weiss, fan magazine contact for M-G-M,
is coast bound for a vacation . . . Charlie
Leonard has taken a house in Harmonon-Hudson, nifty suburban community.
Joseph Bernhard, general manager of
Warner theatres; S. Charles Einfeld, Roy
Haines, Norman Moray, Robert Smeltzer
and Harry Goldberg made up the home
office contingent to the circuit’s central
district convention in Pittsburgh this week
. . . Fred Meyers, RKO film booker, was
on the receiving end of a surprise birthday party given by his wife at the Fenway Country Club Monday night . . . The
screen debut of Beniamino Gigli in Grand
BOXOFFICE
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National’s “Forever Yours,” currently at
the 55th St. Playhouse, affords arias from
nine operas — no more, no less . . . “Doc”
Dolin has been shifted by C. C. Moskowitz to the Coney Island from the Premier' Brooklyn, after doing a fine boxofficectomy on the Premier’s ailing glands.
Loew theatres in the east echoed the
headlines with a little tribute (plug variety) of their own on the Duke of Windsor-Mrs. Wallis Simpson wedding. An advance trailer on “Parnell” was brought out
showing a scene in which Clark Gable, as
Charles Parnell, says something like this
about having to give his “all” to Ireland:
“They can’t deny me the right of every
man to have the woman he loves beside
him.”
Unusual mailing pieces have become the
rule rather than the exception with Leon
J. Bamberger, RKO sales promotion manager. His latest is a pamphlet decorated
with the Yuletide spirit, imprinted with
“Santa Claus is Coming in the Good Old
Summer Time.” The plug is for “New
Faces of 1937.” To make the stunt complete, the piece was mailed from Santa
Claus, Ind.
Another unusual note is the action of
Marc Connelly, producer of the Broadway
success, “Having a Wonderful Time,” who
this week announced an increase in salary for 28 members of the cast. Instead
of pay rises, performers this time of year
expect a warm weather cut. RKO’s purchase of the play for $82,000 might have
had something to do with the hike.
A pass moocher is busy “working” the
Loew circuit in New York, representing
himself as Howard Strickling, M-G-M
coast publicity director, or a nephew of
Howard’s. He uses Larry Beatus’ name for
verification. Oscar Doob has invited his
managers to give the guy the “works” if
they apprehend him . . . Harry Moskowitz,
Loew construction head, is aboard the
Statendam for a short cruise . . . Mr. and
Mrs. Hal Roach were in town for a few
days prior to going on to Culver, Ind., this
week where Hal jr. graduates from the Culver Military Academy.
All the enthusiasm that Lee Newbury,
president of Allied Theatre Owners of New
Jersey, might have engendered over the
success of the Milwaukee convention was
swiftly dissipated on his return last week
end. He found his Rivoli in Belmar, N. J.,
reduced to a shell of its former self by
fire that overtook it while Newbury was
in Milwaukee. He hasn’t decided on repairing the damage.
With a distinct aroma of “The Prince
and the Pauper,” Selznick International
has taken a 12-year-old East Bronx lad,
one Tommy Kelly, and surrounded him
with the magic of Hollywood. The end of
the nine-month search for a lad to portray the lead in “The Adventures of Tom
Sawyer” has lifted a family reared in poverty to luxuries far surpassing its wildest
dreams . . . Flatbush has its own film favorite in Prank Gaby, actor, whose chief
claim to fame and a constant stream of
autograph hunters is that he lives near
the Vitaphone studios and doesn’t bother
removing his makeup en route . . . George
(Continued on page 25)
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Allied Unit Acts Swiftli]
on Heels of Convention
Minneapolis — Echoing

Minny Theatre Chain
Tax Introduced
Minneapolis — A

bill introduced

in

the lower house of the state legislature in special session this week
would impose a tax of from five cents
to $5 per seat per year against chain
theatres, based on the number of
houses held nationally by the chain.
Patterned after the bill proposed at
the Milwaukee national meeting last
week by Abram F. Myers, general
counsel, the measure is said to come
within the decision of the U. S.
supreme court in the Louisiana chain
store tax case. The bill would impose an annual tax of $5 per seat
upon some 80 houses owned in this
state by Minnesota Amusement Co.,
a Paramount affiliate. This figure
is based on 1,300 houses said to be
affiliated with that company
throughout the country.

New

York — Paramount

home

office

executives scheduled to arrive in Los Angeles on Wednesday for the company’s national sales meeting which starts June 10
for three days include:
Neil Agnew, vice-president in charge of
sales; Charles Reagan, western division
manager; J. J. Unger, eastern division
manager; Robert M. Gillham, director of
advertising and publicity; Lou Diamond,
head of short subjects sales; Russell Holman, head of eastern production; Louis
Phillips, of the legal department, and Alec
Moss, in charge of exploitation.
Also G. B. J. Frawley, Herman Lorber,
Arthur Dunne, Knox Haddow, Fred Leroy,
Jack Roper, Larry Flynn, Don Velde, Bob
Moriarity, George Weltner, Albert Deane
of the foreign department, A. J. Richards
of Paramount News, John Day of Buenos
Aires, Fred Lange of Paramount’s Paris
office, and A. O. Dillenbeck of Buchanan
& Co., advertising agency.
RKO
New

President

York — Leo

on Coast

Spitz, RKO

president,

has arrived on the west coast to supervise final plans for the company’s sales
convention in Los Angeles June 16. Spitz
precedes the eastern delegates who will
leave here late next week. Some of the
foreign delegates have arrived here for
conferences with home office officials before going to the coast. Among them are
Harry Leasim, continental general manager
for RKO; Reginald Armour, Far Eastern
general manager, and Ralph Hanbury of
Radio Pictures, Ltd., London,

the Allied

in Milwauthat organisteps at its
Wednesday.

1. Elected W. A. (Al) Steffes
dent by unanimous vote.

as

presi-

2. Supported Steffes' invitation to major distributor heads to attend a conference with the defense committee he
heads to discuss "trade evils."
3. Agreed to whatever assessments the
board of directors might make; voted an
"emergency
carte

fund"

blanche

to Steffes, giving

power

over

ture, without the necessity

him

its expendi-

of an

account-

ing; agreed to additional assessment of
10 cents per seat for the emergency fund.
4. Left support of the newly introduced
state chain theatre tax to the discretion
of the

directors.

5. Pledged
$18,000

an

additional

for the possible

Devaney,

PARA. EXECUTIVES
EN ROUTE TO PARLEY

loudly

national convention last week
kee, the northwestern unit of
zation took six significant
convention here Tuesday and
The steps:

former

budget

retention

of

of J. P.

chief justice of the state

supreme court, to push Allied's legislative
program if proposed conferences with major distributors result in failure.
6. Resolved to buy pictures on a flatrental basis only; named
committee to
work

out

against

plan

to hold

percentage

exhibitors

in line

pictures.

Steffes, in announcing the fact that he
had extended invitations to major distributor heads, said the communications
made it clear the committee will confer
only with the “big shots” and not with
“hirelings or attorneys” or with MPPDA
representatives.
“We will try to get the producers to
agree not to acquire any more theatres: to
give back
past year
or more
up ‘spite’

any theatres acquired during the
in competitive spots having one
independent exhibitors; to give
theatres, and to agree to help us

curtail
expansion
said
Steffes.
Film

Rentals

of independent
Individual

chains,”

Problem

“We will ask,” he continued, “that where
an independent chain takes in more theatres it no longer be treated as a preferred
account in that situation. We also will try
to eliminate exorbitant film rentals. However, I think that film rentals will have to
be handled on an individual basis, perhaps
through a committee where there is a
legitimate reason for complaints. We will
ask them, too, to let up a little on protection. We don’t object to them remaining in the theatre business if they will
agree not to do any more expanding. And
we certainly don’t want to force producers
to the wall. We can’t get along without
them any more than they can do without
us. In the longer run, they themselves will
be better off if these evils are ended.”
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20th - Fox Eastern Group
Largest at Sales Meeting
Los

Angeles — Sending the largest contingent to the largest numerical convention in the history of the company, the
eastern sector accounted for 175 of the
800 delegates to the 20th Century-Fox
meeting here June 1 -2-3-4.
Containing 54 homeoffice executives and
personnel, the eastern list reads:
Home Office Executives
Sidney R. Kent, president; John D.
Clark, general manager of distribution;
Charles E. McCarthy, director of advertising and publicity; W. C. Michel, executive vice-president; Sydney Towell,
treasurer; William Eadie, comptroller
and assistant treasurer; Felix A. Jenkins,
chief counsel; Dan Michalove, theatre
executive; Division Managers William
Sussman, William J. Kupper and William
C. Gehring, and the following from the
sales department: William J. Clark, general sales manager for short subjects and
news, Martin Moskowitz, E. H. Collins, C. A.
Hill, T. A. Shaw, Jack Sichelman, Jack
Bloom, Sam Epstein, Harry
gene McEvoy, Isidore Lincer
DeTitta.
Movietone

News

was

Mersay, Euand Deon J.

represented

and

Leonard

Gaynor

of the home

office advertising and publicity department.
New York ad sales sent Lee D. Balsly,
manager, Ed Hollander, Jerry Novat, W.
Caldwell and D. Reed. Others from the
home office were Joseph Pincus eastern
casting director, Paul Terry, Percy Heiliger,
and

a group from National Theatres including Charles P. Skouras, George P.
Skouras, William Powers, Miss Hettie G.
Baker and E. W. Holmberg.
From the eastern exchanges came the
following members of the sales force:
Albany: M. Grassgreen, manager; T.
Scheinberg, B. Dare, salesmen; D. Houligan, booker; E. Sichel, ad sales manager.
Buffalo: Sydney Samson, manager; W.
C. Rowell, G. E. Dickman, M. W. Kempner, salesmen; L. E. Blumenfeld, booker;
E. Stamp, ad sales manager.
New York: H. H. Buxbaum. manager;
J. J. Lee, sales manager; M. Sanders, office manager; Morris Kurtz, Wm. Schutzer,
Richard Gledhill, Abe Blumenstein, Seymour Florin, salesmen: G. Blenderman, A1
Mendelson, Louis Kuttler, bookers;
Manus, ad sales manager.

E. Mc-

Philadelphia: Edgar Moss, district manager; S. Gross, manager; A. Davis, sales
manager; W. G. Humphries, B. R. Tolmas,
Charles G. Norris, salesmen; J. Howard
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Fleischer Must

Reply to Charges

Dick

Merrill

completed

New York — The National Labor
Relations Board has ordered Max
Fleischer to appear before a board
of inquiry to answer a bill of particulars over allegations filed by the
Commercial Artists and Designers
Union that Fleischer has refused to
negotiate with the union for improved working conditions, higher

^center),

his

who

second

recently

round

trip

across the Atlantic by air, after being signed by W. Ray Johnstoyi,
president of Monogram (right), to
play the lead in ‘‘Atlantic Flight.”
Norton V. Ritchey, head of the company's export department, is at the
left in this informal scene in the
New York home office.

wages, union recognition and vacations with pay. The complamt is returnable in 10 days.
Over 100 employes of the Fleischer
cartoon studios have been on strike

ALEXANDER AD FILMS
TO WORLD MARKETS

for four weeks, virtually halting production at the plant. The strikers
have been receiving financial aid
and the loan of members for picket-

American commercial film companies, the
Alexander Film Co. has established virtual

ing purposes from Local 306, operators’ union affiliated with the lATSE,
and Local 802, of the American Federation of Musicians.

by

Truman H. Talley, producer, Harry Lawrenson, Ed Thorgersen and Lew Lehr;
Educational Pictures, by E. W. Hammons,
president. Jack Skirball and Harvey Day.
Foreign department delegates were W. J.
Hutchinson, C. V. Hake, S. Dawes, S. S.
Crick, Charles Munro, Delbert Goodman,
W. W. Sullivan, L. Giordano, A. Paucker,
T. Isdahl jr., G. Mohme, Irving A. Maas
and Leslie Whalen; Arch Reeve, Earl W.
Wingart

Max

New

Skillman, salesman; J. Cohan, office manager and booker; Mrs. Sarah Young, booker; Ira Sichelman, ad sales manager.
And the Canadian sales setup accounted
for the following:
Calgary: V. M. Skory, manager; F. L.
Scott, booker-salesman;

Montreal:

E. Eng-

lish, manager; W. J. O’Hara, salesman;
J. E. Pearson, booker; St. John: R. G.
March, manager; Toronto: J. P. O’Loghlin,
district manager; H. J. Bailey, manager;
W. J. Reid, L. Lester, salesmen; J. W.
booker; S. Glasier, ad sales manager; Vancouver: J. E. Patterson, E. H.
Teel; Winnipeg: J. H. Huber, manager;
Charles Krupp, salesman.

the

lead

among

world-wide distribution of advertising
films in theatres in Europe, Asia, South
Africa, Australia and the Far East.
Films
kansk,

Smith, G. Fleischman, bookers; A. Truell,
ad sales manager.
Washington: S. N. Wheeler, manager;
S. Diamond, F. B. Klein, J. A. Murphy, J.

York — Taking

are being produced in 14 languages, including such tongues as Afrithe Boer dialect, for South Africa,

Hebrew for Palestine, and Arabic. Spanish is synchronized in the various inflections and idioms prevalent in the different Latin American countries.

Reciprocal

Distribution

The company’s foreign distribution has
been developed by Charles Light, export
manager, who is pioneering the field for
American ad films abroad. A large number of American firms are using Alexander’s foi’eign distribution facilities, including Ford Motor Co., Palmolive Peet,
Alka Seltzer and othei’S. An arrangement
also is being worked whereby commercial
films made abroad will be distributed to
theatres in the United States through
Alexander’s

domestic

organization.

Powis,

MONOGRAM SPEEDING
TOWARD QUOTA GOAL
New

York — Approximately

40 per cent

of the $1,500,000 quota set for the Monogram sales drive has been reached, according to Edward A. Golden, sales manager, on his return from the Allied States
convention in Milwaukee this week. Several of the exchanges have already reached
their full quota, he said.
Close of the third week of the nineweeks drive finds the Des Moines and
Omaha offices still tied for first place and
the Pittsburgh branch in second place. The
Cleveland, Cincinnati, Detroit, Denver, St.
Louis and Philadelphia branches have all
moved up in the race for the prize money.

GN'S "GIRL SAID NO".
TO ROADSHOW IN HUB
New
Said

York — Grand

National’s “The Girl

No,’’ which brings Gilbert and Sullivan music to the screen for the first time,

will open at the Shubert Theatre in Boston on a two-a-day basis during June,
Edward L. Alperson GN president, said
here. There will be a $5 top for the Boston
opening and this policy may be followed
in other key cities, according to Alperson.

In Capital June

21

Washington — Although late June always finds the National Theatre here
closed for the season. Grand National has
made plans to open “The Girl Said No” at
this house on June 21. The Washington
premiere of GN’s big gun musical will play
two shows daily at $1.65 tops, boxoffice
figures to decide the length of the run.
BOXOFFICE
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POPULAR PRICES AND
COOLING LEGIT BAIT
New

York

— The

approach

of

warm

weather finds the Broadway legitimate
theatre aping its more successful cousin,
the screen, not only by reducing prices to
something approaching first-run film
levels, but also by installing cooling systems.
Latest to announce a price cut is “The
Show Is On,” musical extravaganza, which
is advertising a $3.30 top instead of $4.40
at night and a matinee top of $2.20 with
balcony seats scaled down to 55 cents. Both
End” and “Behind Red Lights” recently announced a 50 cents to $1.50 scale
for evening performances.
Among the legitimate theatres which
have installed cooling systems in anticipation of a summer run are the Booth,
where “You Can’t Take It With You” is
selling out at every performance, and the

Films Pag Over $1,000,000
for 15 Brdw'u Productions
New

Warner Has Bankrolled
18 Recently

“Dead

Barrymore, where “The Women” is one
of Broadway’s biggest hits. Both will send
out road companies while the originals
continue here.

WB BOOKERS PARLEY
ON AD RENTAL PLAN
New

York — Warner

this week

began

a

series of regional meetings for bookers and
advertising accessory salesmen to discuss
the advisability of extending the company’s
recently adopted ad rental plan to include
additional items. Sales of ad accessories

on new season product also will be discussed.
A. W. Schwalberg, supervisor of exchange
operations; Sidney C. Davidson, advertising accessories sales manager, and I. F.
Dolid, assistant Vitaphone sales manager,
were to conduct the first of a series of
four conferences at the Lexington Hotel,
Oakland, Cal., June 5-6. This will be followed by meetings in Chicago, June 12-13;
New Orleans, June 19-20, and New York,
June 26-27.

Monogram
New

York — Many

Is Host

members

of the New

York

industry, including prominent executives and circuit heads, thronged
the Monogram exchange offices here
Thursday at the open house signalizing the
opening of the local exchange at 630 Ninth
Ave. Edward R. Golden, the company’s
general sales manager, and J. J. Felder,
New York branch manager, were hosts.

New

York

—

Eighteen

Broadway

'productions have been bankrolled by
Warner wholly or in part in the last
three seasons, “and we’ve gone in
some knowing we’d never get our
money out,” according to Jacob
Wilk, head of Warner’s story department. The backing, he explained,
was primarily for screen material.
Warner and M-G-M have been the
leaders among film companies in
play financing , and Warner may be
said to have overshadowed the rest.
Wilk said his studio has a sufficient supply of story material on
hand to last five years if it didn’t
buy another script, and he estimated
the “replacement value” of the lot at
$5,000,000, this representing film
rights to plays, novels and published
stories, original scripts and scenarios.

Summer Weather
Penalizes Grosses
New

York — Lack

of

smash

boxoffice

product, coupled with the advent of summer weather, held down grosses in the
majority of local first-run houses during
the Memorial Day weekend holiday.
The exodus from the city to nearby resorts was, in part, made up by the influx
of out-of-town visitors who brought excellent business to “This Is My Affair” at
the Radio City Music Hall and to the
Strand
forth.

where

“Kid

Galahad”

is holding

The Strand has extended its schedule,
opening at 8:30 a. m. and continuing until
3:30 the following morning. This policy
will be maintained for the run
Galahad,” now in its third week.

of “Kid

Ampa’s final luncheon session of
the seaso7i until fall was featured by
a “galaxy” of talent. Patsy Kelly,
the comedienne, is at the left, and
the others, arrayed toward the right,
are: Paul Lazarus jr., Ampa vicepreside7it; Milton Berle, radio comic
and RKO player, who was 77iaster of
ceremo7iies; Mitzi Gree7i, who is
gro7V7i up a7id is starrmg m
the
Broadway musical piece called “Babes
i7i Arms” (she will be see7i in pictures U7ider the RKO ba7i7ier) , a7id
Frederic Ullma7i jr., ge7ieral ma7iager of Pathe News.
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York

— Motion

Picture

companies

in the theatrical production season just
ended paid Broadway substantially more
than one million dollars for story material,
with the records showing 14 dramatic productions and one musical show purchased
for the screen. Virtually all are scheduled for film production during 1937-38.
The sale of “Having a Wonderful Time,”
current Broadway hit, to RKO for a reported $82,000 brings to an estimated $1,024,500 the amount paid by Hollywood for
13 plays produced in the theatrical season
which ended May 31.
Warner

The

Buys

Two

total amount

was

It Backed

boosted by the

sums paid by Warner for “White Horse
Inn,” the sole musical purchase of the season, and “Swing Your Lady,” both of
which the film company bankrolled as
stage productions. The purchase price of
the
film rights for these two was not disclosed.
The fact that the 15 productions bought
for films are only a fraction of the number of Broadway shows would indicate that
the screen does not depend to a great extent on the stage for story material.
A season-end tally shows 83 dramatic
productions in the season of June 1 to May
31, as against 89 last year and 113 in
1934-35. There also were eight musicals
as compared with five last year and 11
two seasons ago, and two new revues as
opposed to eight for each of the preceding
two seasons.
From

Film

$7,500 to $200,000

companies

paid amounts

ranging

from $200,000 to $7,500 for the season’s
plays. With some of the figures unofficial, here is the record:
Columbia: “You Can’t Take It With
You,” $200,000.
M-G-M: “Excursion,” $125,000; “Night
Must Fall,” $40,000; “Spring Dance,” $25,000; “Double Dummy,” $15,000.
RKO; “Stage Door,” $130,000; “Having
Wonderful Time,” $82,000; “A House in
the Country,” $10,000.
Warner: “Yes, My Darling Daughter,”
$110,000; “Tovarich,” $100,000; “Chalked
Out,” $7,500, and “White Horse Inn” and
“Swing Your Lady,” for which figures are
not available.
Max Gordon Plays and Pictures Corp.:
“The Women,” $125,000.
Carl Laemmle jr.; “The Amazing Dr.
Clitterhouse,” $55,000.
Max Gordon and Carl Laemmle jr. will
produce independently, with distribution
to be announced early in the 1937-37 season.
Five

Had

Film

Backing

Only five of the 15 plays purchased

were

assisted to the stage by “picture money,”
exclusive of ten others backed by film interests but not purchased for films as yet.
The total of 15 bankrolled this season com(Continued on next page)

DOG DAYS are here and the wail of the
exhibitors is being heard all over town.
Big and small they’re singing the same
tune, “Business is lousy.” The slump came
with the advent of hot weather over the
Memorial Day weekend . . . And speaking
of Memorial Day — the film fraternity
hogged the spot in front of the Ritz in
Atlantic City on that day . . . Among the
fair sex who graced the Boardwalk were
Vine Street’s two Dorothys — the Misses
Dennis and Aber.
Genial Charlie Segall was a ring-sider
at the Barnum & Bailey circus with his
daughter on Tuesday night . . . Sammy
Burns, Dave Molliver’s former sidekick, is
now a night club impresario in Gotham
. . . Ben Rosenthal, former postal clerk at
Columbia, has been promoted to short
subject booker.

Jack Cohen, former Warner executive,
and Gaston Stern were in town last week
preparing for the opening of the National
Screen Service office here. They expect
to open in the old Paramount Bldg. June
23 . . . Admission fees had to be returned
to 700 patrons at the Lenox Theatre last
Thursday night, when a bolt of lightning
struck the wire system and caused a
short circuit. The quick thinking of Manager Jack Miller prevented a panic.
Four promotions were announced last
week by the Warner organization . . . Lou
Formato was promoted to feature booker
. . . Alexander Allan was promoted to short
subject booker . . . Ted Minsky was moved
from the advertising department to the
booking office and Al Sonnenberg , former
attendant at the Center Theatre, was
transferred to the advertising department.

Ed Hirsh ran into a bit of tough luck
at his New Forrest Theatre last week.
The film caught fire in the midst of a
Western feature . . . Fortunately no one
was hurt . . . Warner has added game
nights at the Darby Park and the Richmond. . . The Wishart’s Howard Armstrong is now touring Europe.
Oscar Neufeld made a flying trip to
New York . . . The following have been
named to the committee sponsoring the
testimonial dinner to Jim Clark: Ted
Schlanger, chairman, Frank Walker, Abe
Einstein, Jay Emmanuel, Earle Sweigert,
Harry Weiner, Frank McNamee, Meyer
Edelman, George Deber, Leonard Schlesinger, Lester Degenstein, Oscar Neufeld,
David Supowitz, Jack Greenberg , Norman
Lewis, Sam Gross, Charles Segall, Lewen
Pizor, James Flanigen, Walter Whalen.

Max Cohen Buys
the New Amsterdam
New

York — Max

A. Cohen,

who

operates

five theatres in the metropolitan area, has
purchased the New Amsterdam, last stronghold of the legitimate theatre in Times
Square, and nationally famous as the home
of Flo Ziegfeld productions. Interested
with Cohen is a group of associates who
have not yet decided on future policy. The
house has long been on the market.
Other

Theatre

Developments

RKO assumed operation of the Parkhill
and Broadway, Yonkers, June 1. Both
houses were acquired from Sam D. Cocalis.
The Parkhill is closed temporarily for alterations. The Broadway will remain dark
for the summer.
RKO has leased from the Randforce circuit the Republic in Williamsburg, assuming operation September 3. Day and
date first-runs with other RKO theatres
in the district will be the policy.
The Paras Court, Brooklyn, has been acquired by Codol Theatres, Inc., of which
Max A. Cohen is president and Louis
Goidol treasurer.
The Chopin, formerly known as the Sunshine, East Houston St., Manhattan, has
closed.

Buy Stories
(Continued from preceding page)
pare with 26 financed by Hollywood in the
1935-36 Broadway season.
The decline in picture backing is largely due to the ‘‘gentleman’s agreement” by
the major film companies to refrain from
such investments unless amendments were
made in the contract effected last year
between the Dramatists’ Guild and the
theatrical managers which gives the authors a greater percentage of the revenue
from film rights.
Trend

to Unproduced

Plays

As a result, there has been a noticeable
trend during the season to purchase foreign and unproduced plays for pictures.
Broadway plays that were backed by film
companies came under the terms of the
previous dramatists-managers agreement
or were foreign material. 'The chief
backer was Warner, with seven stage
plays financed wholly or in part, with
M-G-M, Paramount, Carl Laemmle jr. and
John Hay Whitney, chairman of the board
of Selznick-Intemational, making up the
rest. Whitney, however, cannot be classed primarily as a film backer, as his interests are diverse. He financed four productions on Broadway this season.

York

—

Nat

Levine,

former

presi-

dent of Republic Productions, will continue
negotiations in Hollywood on a distribution
deal for a producing company he is organizing, he said here prior to his departure for the coast. He is due in the film
colony late next week.
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GB National Meet
New

York — GB

Productions

will hold

Metro Lieutenant Joe Kroman, besides
breaking in his first set of golf clubs,
packed bait and hook for a hundred mile
jaunt to Solomon’s Island and returned
with only the same bait and hook — not to
mention a sunburn and a scowl . . . Columbia’s Joe Kushner also broke out the
golf sticks but soon returned from the
links and spent the remainder of his holiday weeding the garden where a slice
doesn’t matter . . . which reminds that Fred
Rohrs, TJA chief, glances often at the
shiny cocktail shaker on his desk, prize
memento of the Variety tournament.

Off for the weekend from Warner’s Earle
Bldg, offices, Nat Browne clipped five
strokes from his golf score — with witnesses
. . . Mary Horner brought back a slightly
pinked visage from Colonial Beach . . .
Frank La Falce’s secretary, “Rusty” Duncan, canoed up the Potomac . . . Helen
Hopkins crossed the bay to bask on sunny
Rehoboth Beach . . . Mrs. Norma Newman
also crossed to visit relatives in Salisbury.
Of these relatives being “Knocky” Thomas,
Maryland University’s star backstop who
last week inked a Clark Griffith contract
for a big league job with the Senators.
The Star’s Jay Carmody and Katherine
Hillyer of the News are back from the
Theatre Council convention in the largest
town . . . Local dean of the drama desks,
Andy Kelley, leaves
ly for a temporary
wood scene . . . Abe
uous days at the
turned via Atlantic

his Times task shortcovering of the HollyLichtman, after strenAllied convention, reCity . . . Charlie Olive

planed home . . . With Abe back, his aidede-camp, E. G. Haley will vacation in some
spot with no telephones.

W. E. S. (Willy) Wilcox gazes upon a
newly decorated Seco interior . . . Angie
Ratto proudly displays the newly renovated
Palace with even a modern ceiling light
in his private cubicle . . . Carter Barron
tossed a swell breakfast for headliner Phil
Regan . . . Hardie Meakin also planned a
get-together dinner for Director Christy
Cabanne, Marsha Hunt and Bruce Cabot,
here for the shooting of a new flicker at
the Naval Academy . . . Bill Hoyle, incihe was in
an Director
“extra”
and part dentally,
of recalls
the when
atmosphere
Cabanne’s former Academy film a decade
ago.

Levine Pushes Deal
New

SWELTERING Memorial weekend
found the distributor representatives
in search of outdoor sport with the exhibitors at home eyeing their ticket wickets in
search of business. The Bluefish migration up the Atlantic coast, from southern
to middle state waters, took Mr. and Mrs.
Rudolph Berger, and party, to Point Lookout. There the northbound fish wriggled
through the entire list of guests at the
overfilled hotel and lucky Rudy, alone of
the hundreds, snared an unsuspecting
bluefish duet bringing up the rearguard.

a

national convention in New York June 2527, cancelling earlier plans for three regional meetings.

Marjorie

Dermody, Metro’s billing department, will soon lose her tonsils . . .
Sara Brown of the same exchange is also
hospitalizing .

BOXOFFICE
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Legislative Record
Points ITO Course
New

York— The

fact that the New

York

Independent Theatre Owners Ass’n has
sponsored no film legislation in New York
state is cited as a “shining mark of its sincerity and earnestness in wanting to cooperate and keep the industry within itself,” in an editorial in the June 5 Independent, organ of the ITOA.

The editorial reveals that “not a single
distribution executive” has been interested
enough to discuss the proposal of Harry
Brandt, ITOA president, for an arbitration
board in New York as the first step in a
nationwide system of arbitration tribunals
to settle trade disputes.
“Following its many offers of cooperation
and failing to receive an iota of cooperation
from the very people who proclaimed the
loudest about self-regulation, the ITOA
welcomes news of the Dies resolution, since
it, and every other independent, has nothing to fear from it,” the organ said. “Let
those who do have something to fear, fight

New

YORK HONORS
UNIVERSAL VETERAN
York — John

V. Ward

was

given

a

Zoning Law Amended
York — The

New

York

board

of es-

timate and apportionment at a public
hearing held Friday, adopted the resolution altering the existing zoning law. The
new provisions are intended to prevent
the construction of film theatres in a wide
midtown area comprising Park, Madison,
and Fifth Avenues.

N. Y. — Netco

Theatres

Co.,

Paramount upstate subsidiary with headquarters here, will hold its first annual
golf tournament at the Central Valley
course June 17. George Walsh and Eugene
Levy are in charge of details.

(Continued from page 21)
Jean Nathan, it is said, has rejected a
$50,000 offer to portray himself in films.
A wag hints it was a wise move. “Every
stage producer in town would boycott the
picture and it would probably lose money,”
said the wag . . . Educational has signed
Willie Howard and Imogene Coca to its
list of short subject comics.
:: June 5, 1937,

Society

of Composers, Authors and Publishers (Ascap) was active this week in
combating state legislation inimical
to its operation.
On Wednesday Gene Buck, Ascap
president, and Louis D. Frohlich, of
Schwartz & Frohlich, Ascap counsel,
appeared before the house committee
on state affairs at Lansing, Mich.,

Hollywood — The

Wis. — A

delegation

of

capital’s

studio

Peace

Short-Lived

Peace loomed temporarily when Joseph
Clarke, international vice-president of the
Painters’ Brotherhood, leaders of the walkout, arrived in Hollywood to huddle with
George Browne, International Alliance of
Theatrical Stage Employes’ president, Pat
Casey, producers’ representative, and Edward Fitzgerald, U. S. labor commissioner.
He agreed to order a return to work and
to relinquish jurisdiction over draftsmen,
makeup men and hairdressers to the
lATSE, a point for which painters had
long held out.
Strike Director Charles Lessing, however,
called an immediate mass meeting of

24

industry members from New York, Philadelphia, Washington, Baltimore and three
New
Jersey
cities were
at Allied’s
national convention
heldpresent
here May
26, 27,
28. They included:
Prom Maryland: Herman A. Blum, Little Theatre: F. A. Hornig, Norn Theatre;
C. W. Hicks, Hamden Amusement Co.;
Jacob Lavin, Irvington; Meyer Leventhal,
Philip J. Scheck Theatre Ent.; Arthur B.
Price, Aurora Theatre; Sam Soltz, Howard
Theatre, all of Baltimore.
Prom New Jersey: Edward Auger, RCA,
Camden; Haskell Block, Station Theatre,
Newark; D. J. Finn, RCA, Camden; L. W.
Newberry, Rivoli, Belmar; A. Poliak, Lyric,
Newark.
From New York City; George F. Dembow, Nat’l Screen Service; T. P. Drew,
General Register; Arthur W. Eddy,
Film Daily; Samuel

film

strike came to a halt early this week for
few hours while strike-leaders and labor
officials conferred on terms for a permanent armistice, but was resumed when
directors of the Federated Motion Picture
Crafts, incensed at what they termed an
unauthorized calling-off of the strike,
voted to stay out and resume picketing.

in opposition to an anti-Ascap bill
which provides that the society list
all its compositions and setting up
an anti-monopoly board to fix a
price for the music.
Ascap’s action to restrain the state
of Washington from enforcing its recently enacted law that prevents the
society from operating within the
state was filed in federal court at
Olympia Tuesday. Federal Judge
Cushman will set a date for a hearing, to which Ascap will send representatives.

A. Peir; Ed A. Golden,

FMPC members and voted down Clarke’s
peace terms, indicating the possible withdrawal of the painters from the international affiliation and its subsequent inclusion in the CIO.
Can

Outlaw

Strike

Clarke, however, aided by Browne and
Fitzgerald, has the power to have the strike
outlawed, which would mean virtual defeat
for the FMPC.
Clarke, Casey and Browne had agreed
on admittance of painters on a closed shop
basis with a ten per cent salary increase.
Relinquishing of jurisdiction over the present affiliated crafts, however, proved the
point on which Lessing pounced to continue the strike. Painters had repeatedly
refused to enter the studio basic agreement.
Painters were informed at the New York
labor-producer confabs some two months
ago that they could become a part of the
agreement if they would divorce the other
crafts but painter-leaders were adamant
at that time. It was on this issue that the
unit aligned with FMPC and walked out.

Monogram Pictures; J. A. Hammond,
National Carbon Co.; P. S. Harrison, HarPictures Prod.; J. W. Services, National
Theatre Supply Co.; Richard T. Turner,
Dictograph Prod. Co.
From Philadelphia: Mo Wax, Film Bulletin.

From Washington, D. C.: A. E. Lichtman, Lincoln Theatres; Abram F. Myers,
Allied States Ass’n.; C. H. Olive, Princess.

BROADWAY

BOXOFFICE

American

rison’s Reports; Chick Lewis, Showman’s
Trade Review; David Palfreyman, Motion

Netco Golf Tourney
Newburgh,

York — The

Milwaukee,

complimentary luncheon here on Thursday
on the occasion of his 25 years as head of
Universal’s laboratory and print supply department. More than 100 of his associates
attended, with Charles B. Paine, Universal
treasurer, as toastmaster. He was given a
check by the Universal directors and other
gifts from associates and Universal club.

New

New

EASTERNERS ATTEND
ALLIED CONVENTION

it!”

NEW

Film Strike Resumed
When Truce Fails

Ascap Rallies to
Defense

Jersey Allied Meet
New

York — A statewide

meeting

of Al-

lied Theatre Owners of New Jersey will
take place June 10 at the Hotel BerkleyCarteret, Asbury Park. Luncheon will be
served at 1 o’clock. The unit holds such
a summer session each year.
RCA
Camden,

PAY HIKE JUNE 7

N. J. — An

annual

increase

of

$175,000 in pay to 8,000 employes of the
RCA Mfg. Co. becomes effective June 7.

Tries Theatre-Ticket
Financing
Washington

—

Columbia

Branch

Manager Sam Galanty, realizing
that government employes on their
Memorial day holiday would have
three days off and that they would
not receive their monthly pay checks
until the day after this holiday, offered credit at the National Theatre
ticket window to purchase reserved
seats
“Lost worth
Horizon.’’
Overfor $100
of pasteboards
were taken up and according to Mr.
Galanty no effort will be made to
collect from those failing in payment. Local theatre men are eyeing
dubiously this transaction that they
say may set a dangerous precedent
at the boxoffice.
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RKO Plan Approval
Delaped Until Fall

May Rehear Philly Dual
Bill Issue
Philadelphia — A

Following his study of the testimony,
there will be a final session at which summations and final briefs by all interested
parties will be called for. The special master will then make his recommendations
to Federal Judge Bondy.
Since Judge Bondy plans a trip to Europe late in the summer, it is likely that his
hearings on the plan will not start before
September. Final adjudication would follow several weeks later.

Several

Special Master Alger will resume hearings on opposition to the plan on June 10.

New

York — Manager

J. Rubenfeld

of

Kameo, Brooklyn, has been transferred to the Oriental, Brooklyn, and S.

Marks, manager of the circuit’s Brevoort,
Brooklyn, has been placed in charge of
the Kameo, it was announced by C. C.
Moskowitz,
executive.

Loew’s

metropolitan

theatre

J. Foxe, formerly assistant manager at
the Columbia, Washington, D. C., now
is in charge of the Poli, New Haven,
Conn., replacing Larry Stark, who has
been transferred to the Rio, New York.

Marshall W. Taylor
Philadelphia — Marshall W. Taylor, former general manager of the J. Fred Zimmerman Theatrical Enterprises here, died
on Monday. When the Zimmerman interests were purchased by the Stanley Co.
he remained a director, continuing in that
capacity when the Warner circuit took
over the theatres. He was executive secretary of the Philadelphia Sesquicentennial
Exposition in 1926. Taylor, who was 69
years old, had been in retirement the past
two years.

Fox Fee Plea
New York — Hearing on applications for
fees and allowances in connection with the
reorganization of the Fox Brooklyn Theatre and office building was this week postponed by Federal Judge Bondy to June 21.
Brooklyn

Fox

Profit

New York — Report of the Fox Theatre
and office building in Brooklyn shows a
net profit, before mortgage interest, for
the first two months of 1937 of $17,375,
compared with $76,134 for the year 1936
and $15,641 for 1935. Si Fabian operates
the theatre.
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addmg
trade.

a

to Speed Fox Suit

the

houses are having “triplefeatures” on Saturday afternoons,
Westeryi for the kiddie

Philadelphia — The U. S. circuit court
here has been asked to intervene to speed
up the contempt proceedings against Eva
Fox, wife of William Fox, and Herbert
Leitsteen, Fox family bookkeeper. John
Lloyd jr., counsel for Fox creditors, made
the request.
The defendants have appealed from the
order of Judge John Boyd Avis of Camden,
who

held them in contempt. They had refused to testify in the New Jersey bankruptcy proceedings against William Fox.
Pre-Trial

MPTOA Committee
on Radio Watchful
New

York — With

the prospect

that Hol-

lywood studios by fall will have radio programs using film talent well under control, the MPTOA
radio committee prefers
to await developments in the next few
weeks before recommending a course of
action, if any.
M-G-M
in the fall will inaugurate a
radio program or programs from Hollywood
in which a large measure of regulation
over player participation and material will
be imposed. There will be no Saturday or
Sunday broadcasts, thus eliminating
end competition to theatres.

Corp.,

Ordered

to

submit

to

examination

before

trial in connection with the firm’s suit
against 20th Century-Fox and Irvin S.
Cobb charging infringement of copyright.
plaintiff acquired

the copy-

right from Cobb on the stories “Down
Yonder with Judge Priest and Irvin S.
Cobb”

and

“Br’er Rabbit,”

which

were used

in the film “Judge
injunction, damages
sought.

Priest.” A permanent
and an accounting are

Song

Charged

Infringement

Toronto — Twentieth Century-Fox and
Famous Players Canadian, theatre circuit,
have been made defendants here in a suit
alleging infringement

of copyright

on the

song, “The Man Who Broke the Bank at
Monte Carlo.” The plaintiff, Francis, Day
& Hunter, Ltd., music publisher, claims the
picture of the same name was advertised
so as to lead the public to believe that it
was based on the song, to which it holds
copyright.

week-

Twentieth Century-Fox also will maintain close regulation of its talent roster on
the air. Similar measures are being adopted by Warner and Paramount.

Examination

New York — Federal Judge Murray Hulbert has ordered Julian Messmer, president of the Ray Long and R. R. Smith

It is alleged

MARKS

SHIFTED BY LOEW'S
Loew’s

on

local double feature suit may be ordered by the federal court, according
to reports current here this week.
The suit was brought against the
major producers by Harry Perelman,
operator of two independent houses
here, to prevent them from mserting
clauses in their contracts forbidding
the showing of twin bills.
The court handed down a decision
in this case about two months ago
finding for the plaintiff, but it
proved to be a7i error by the clerk
— who acted prematurely .
Meanwhile, at least 50 theatres are
showing double features either all
week or part of the week, according
to a survey made by Boxoffice.

New York — Federal court approval of
the RKO reorganization plan will not be
possible until fall, at the earliest, it became evident this week when Special Master Alger, hearing opponents of the plan,
declared that he would devote several weeks
to analyzing the data submitted to him.

RUBENFELD,

rehearing

Ask Circuit Court

New

New Moskowitz Delay
York — Due to their inability to get

together, counsel for both sides on Thursday agreed to postpone until June 10 the
examination before trial of Charles C.
Moskowitz, Loew’s theatre executive, in
connection with the suit brought by the

NEW
==

CORPORATIONS
ALBANY—

Beach Theatres Corp., New York City. Capital:
100 shares non par value stock. Purpose: Exhibit
inotion pictures, vaudeville. Harold Klein, Joseph
Ingber, Julia Cherrnay, incorporators.. Julius Blumberg, 71 Broadway, New
York City, attorney.
Bergen

Amusement

Corp.,

Brooklyn.

Capital:

100

shares non par value stocks. Purpose: Exhibit motion pictures. Samuel K. Goldstein, Meyer
B. Goldstein. Max Shapiro, incorporators. S. K, &
M, B. Goldstein, 44 Court St., Brooklyn, attorneys.

Hungaria Pictures, Inc., New
York City. Capital: $10,000. Purpose: Distribute motion pictures.
Bernard Blum, William R. Jacobs, Irving M. Blum,
incorporators. Morris Liebaf, 347 Madison Ave.,
New York City, attorney.
Mormen
Theatres, Inc., New York City. Capital:
200 shares non par value stock. Purpose: Exhibit
motion pictures. Lawrence J. Krieger, Harry Epstein. Ralph Hochman,
incorporators. Leonard E.
Finkel, 18 East 41st St., New York City, attorney.
Raystan Theatres Corp., New
York City. Capital: 100 shares non par value stock. Purpose:
Exhibit motion pictures, vaudeville. Harold Klein,
Joseph
Ingber, Julia Cherrnay,
incorporators.
Julius Blumberg, 71 Broadway,
New
York City,
attorney.

Independent Theatre Owners Ass’n over
the circuit’s policy of booking pictures on
a five and two-day split week.

COL. DEFEATS RKO
FOR SERIES LEAD
New York — RKO’s ball team, last year’s
champions and leaders in the Motion Picture Baseball League, tasted its first defeat
of the season at the hands of Columbia,
who triumphed 9-5 to take undisputed
leadership of the series.
Standings prior to Friday’s scheduled
game between Paramount and Consolidated were:
Team
W
Ij
Pet.
CoUiml>ia

4

HKO
Consolidated
Skoiiras
M-G-M
J'aramount
Apeda Studios
N15C

2
3
2
1
1
0

BOXOFFICE

0

1
1
2
2
.3
4
3

June

1,000

.750
.667
.600
.500
.250
.200
.000

5, 1937.

EXPLOITATION

ANALYZING

COMING

Each

The

FROM

THE

BOXOFFICE

ANGLE

Exploitation Preview Is Arranged Conveniently for Clipping and Filing for Future Reference.

PRISONER
--SELZNICK

PRODUCTIONS

OF ZENDA

- UNITED

Cast:

ARTISTS

Ronald

Colman,

Madeleine

Carroll,

Douglas

Fairbanks

jr, Raymond
Massey, C Aubrey Smith, Mary Astor, David Niven.
Producer: David O. Selznick. Director: John Cromwell. Original
Story: Anthony
Hope.
Screenplay: John L. Balderston, Donald
Ogden
Stewart, Wells Root. Photography;
James
Wong
Howe.

What

it's about:

The startling resemblance of Rudolph Rassendyll (Ronald
Colman) to King Rudolph V (Ronald Colman), a distant
cousin, is used to advantage when the pair, accompanied by
Colonel Zapt (C. Aubrey Smith) and Captain von Tarlenheim
(David Niven), go on a drinking party just before Rudolph’s
coronation. Rudolph, hopelessly stupefied, is found to have
been drugged by Black Michael (Raymond Massey), who wants
the throne. Zapt and von Tarlenheim persuade Rassendyll
to impersonate the king, which he does, falling in love with
Princess Flavia (Madeleine Carroll), Rudolph’s betrothed.
The real king is kidnaped, and Rassendyll is forced to continue his kingly duties. The monarch is rescued after a surprise attack, and Rassendyll and Flavia, who has learned of
the deception, part — she to obey her duty to a royal house, he
galloping away into the night.

WHAT

to do and HOW

to do it:

With Ronald Colman, Madeleine Carroll, Douglas Fairbanks jr., and Mary Astor topping the credit roster in one
of the season’s strangest casts, plus a romantic and well-known
novel furnishing the story, this picture provides an excellent
opportunity to demonstrate good showmanship qualities. Colman, in a dual role, makes for novel exploitation stunts, as
does the foreign locale and the coronation sequences.
NEWSPAPER LOBBY LAYOUT
Prepare a smash lobby layout of newspaper headlines
concerning the English coronation and superimpose stills illustrating the coronation scenes from the picture over them.
Some stills show Colman with the crown, sceptre and royal
robes.
Have

the house

artist decorate

the lobby and

theatre

front as the “castle of Zenda,” with gray, stone-like walis and
a pair of circular turrets, with parapets and banners, on each
end of the marquee. Remake the boxoffice to resemble
a sentry-post, and construct a “moat” around the entrance
door, with heavy chains. Stills may be obtained showing the
drinking-party sequences in a wine-cellar, with bottles of
liquors about. These can be used in tieups with cocktail lounges
and liquor supply houses.
Coronation style trends can be
dress shop tieups. Make bookstore
same name by Anthony Hope.
HOLD “DOUBLES"
Ronald Colman essays a dual

made the basis of women’s
tieups on the novel of the
CONTEST
role in the picture, which

can be made the basis of an “impersonation” or “double” contest, with persons who most closely resemble actors in the
“Zenda” cast being admitted free. Such a stunt usually grabs
off newspaper publicity.
Hold a fencing exhibit on the theatre stage with high
school or near-by university students who are familiar with
the sport taking part in the demonstration. Print the throwaways as formal announcements inviting theatre patrons to attend the “coronation” at “Zenda.”

Adlines:
A

ture .

Lavish Picture of Royal Romance
. . . Intrigue
. . That Will Sweep You Off Your Feet!

A Great Novel Comes
Daring Royal Intrigue !
An

Impostor

Majesty's
to a

Who

Betrothed

to

the

Looked

So

Fell

in Love

Screen
Much
With

.
Like

Him

While the King Languished in Captivity
Princess . . . and Ruled His Country!
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.

.

as

the

Over

.

.

.

.

and

Hrilliant

King

All
.

a

.

.

.

.

AdvenStory

Tliat

of
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EASY LIVING
—PARAMOUNT
■I'he ( ast: Kd ward Arnold,
Franklin Fanghurn, Ruis
Tonibes,
Frcston

What

Jean Arthur. Ray Milland, Mary Nash.
Alb-erni. William
Demarest,
Andrew

Hobart ‘'avanaugh. Producer: Arthur Hurnblow jr. Director: Mitrhell Leisen:
Orig-iiuil: Vera
(’aspary. Screenplay:
Sturges. Photographer: Ted Tet/Jatf.

it's about:

When Mary Smith (Jean Arthur) tries to re. urn a sable
coat that dropped from an aparurndnu window, jonn Ball sr.
(Edward Arnold), who threw the coat away in a fit of anger,
makes

her keep it. Gossipers immediately link the two, although she is unaware thao he is a famous financier. In the

meantime she meets John Ball jr. (Ray Mdland), who is making his own way in the world. A broker asks her to find out
wnat Mr. Ball thinks about steel, and thinking that he meant
Ball jr., she reports that steel will go down. It hits bottom.
Ball sr., trying frantically to save part of his fortune, gets in
touch with Mary and this time she reports that steel will go
up.
10

It does — making

get

Ball jr. a nice profit, thus permitting

him

married.

WHAT

to do and

Bill Jean

HOW

Arthur

to do it:

and

Edward

Arnold

as the star attrac-

tions in this comedy, listing Ray Milland as the romantic supporting lead. Both Miss Arthur and Mr. Arnold have widespread followings, the former for her excellent comedy roles in
"Mr. Deeds Goes to Town” and "More Than a Secretary” and
the latter for his dramatic roles in such films as "Come and
Get It” and "John Meade’s Woman.”
Work out a lobby display showing the three in a comic
pose, with an art background which will carry out the idea
that Miss Arthur is living in a $100-a-day hotel suite, and
eating what she can steal at the Automat.
MANY
There

are many

TITLE

tieups which

TIEUPS
can

be made

on the title;

pointing out the fact that for the utmost in “Easy Living” the
modern home should be furnished with such articles as an
electric washing machine, ironer and refrigerator, as well as
with the latest models in radio bars, etc.
If you have recently reseated your house, or are planning
to do so in the near future, arrange a tieup with your equipment dealer, for a display of the newest model theatre seats
in the lobby. Ask patrons to try the chairs adding that a part
of "Easy Living” is to sit in the
theatre chairs when attending a
This same idea can be worked
on a davenport and lounging chair
point out the comforts that can be

best and most comfortable
show.
out with a furniture store,
for the home. Copy should
had from the use of such an

aid to "Easy Living.” Stills are available suitable for tieups
with fur stores, hat shops, hotels and restaurants.
The Ipana Toothpaste Co. uses as its advertising slogan
the idea that Easy Living is hard on the teeth. Ads carrying
this phrase appear in nearly every national publication, offering many splendid advantages for tieups. Inserts, on the page
of the Ipana ads might be made in several of the magazines.
Drug store tieups can be arranged and blowups of the ads
can be made into a lobby display with a slight change of copy
to suit the theatre purpose.
BANK,
Bank

and

INVESTMENT

investment

houses

HOUSE
can

TIEUPS

be contacted

for an

ad-

vertising tieup on the idea that to insure “Easy Living” in your
old age, an endowment policy should be taken out immediately.

from

If possible, arrange for a man-in-the-street broadcast
a local radio station concerning popular opinions as to

what constitutes the height of “Easy Living.” When conditions
do not permit the use of the radio stunt, have the idea worked
through a letter-to-the-editor contest in a local newspaper,
awarding theatre passes to all who contribute.

Adlines:
And

See Tills Amusing'
li(iniam-e All on

Story of a Girl
the Same
Hay,

Aeeordiiig to Kiiinor
Didn't Kven Kinav Her Siiuar
.

WTio
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Thun

a

Number
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a
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. . , In
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Again

'I'his Time.
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SUPER
— RKO

SLEUTH

RADIO
Tile

('as.t: Jack Oakie, Ann Sothern, Kilgar Kennedy, Joan Woodbury, Kduardo Ciannelli, Willy Be.st, Bradley Page, Alan Bruce,
b'rank M. Thoma.s. Frodiicer: Bdward
Small.
Uireetur: Ben
Stoiol’f. Orisrinal ;
Harry Segall. .Sereeiipla} :
Bertram Miihauser.

What it's about:
Bill Martin (Jack Oakie), the screens greatest detective,
brags to reporters that the police are old fashioned, as evidenced by their failure to catch tne auchor of a series of
“poison pen” letters, and offers to take a day orf co track
down the criminal. Intended only as a gag, me s.ory has a
kick-back when Martin himself receives a lecter rhreacening
him with death. Mary (Ann Sothern), Marcin’s girl, wants
him to tell the police, but he refuses. On the sec ox his current
picture, someone fires at Bill’s car and kills the driver. Mary
arranges to have him jailed on a fake charge. He is bailed
out by the “Professor” (Eduardo ciannelh), a nuc criminologist, and through a memorandum he leaves ac the jail, Mary
discovers that he is the killer. She follows and rescues the
thoroughly frightened Bill just as the ‘ Professor” is about
to kill him.
WHAT

to do and HOW

to do it:

This picture is based on the novel idea of a movie sleuth
turning detective, with humorous and sauisfacuory results.
Oakie and Miss Sothern play the comedy romantic-leads
supported by Joan Woodbury and Alan Bruce.
Perhaps the most potent selling angle in the film is the
fact that it gives movie patrons a chance to see ihe inside
workings of a Hollywood studio. There are many stills showing the camera crews, sound trucks, actors and directors at
work, which can be used to get across the "Hollywood inside”
idea. Plant some of these stills in the movie pages of the
local papers together with a feature Story concerning the
expose of studio activities.
AUTOMOBILE ANGLES
There are several stills showing Oakie and Miss Sothern
posing beside a Cord and a Dusenberg, wnich can be used for
tying in with local automobile dealers, pointing out that
de luxe automobile service can be had in the low price class
cars as well as in the $5,000 class.
Another still showing Oakie in a “prop” beard can be
used as a tieup with electric razors, shaving creams and other
shaving accessories. Tie up with trailer dealers, using stills
which show several modern trailers being used as dressing
rooms for the actors while on location. Stills showing a
wrecked car are available and can be used for a “careful
driving” campaign, promoted through the local police department or Automobile Club. They can also be used for a tieup
with automobile repairing shops and equipment dealers.
The sequence in which the identity of the murderer is
disclosed revolves around a comparison of handwriting. Using
this angle, get a tieup with some popular brand of fountain
pen. Indicate through the copy that a leaky, unreliable fountain pen will brand the user as old-fashioned and out of date.
OAKIE RADIO TIEUP
Arrange a tieup on Oakie’s weekly radio show for Camel
Cigarettes. Spot plugs for the picture immediately after
the program, get tieups with local cigarette dealers and use
blowups of the many magazine ads which feature Oakie’s
picture.
There is a still which shows Oakie using a magnifying
glass to scrutinize one of the “poison pen” letters. Use this
still for a tieup with an optometrist, making a window display in which the still is placed behind a large magnifying
glass in such a way that the people looking through the glass
will see a much enlarged picture.
Ballyhoo the film by dressing a man in a typical Sherlock Holmes costume and having him parade the streets carrying a banner on his back which reads “Tm Looking for the
Best Show In Town.” To those who tell him that “Super
Sleuth,” now playing at the Rialto is the best show in town,
let him give two-for-one tickets, admitting two persons for
one admission.
Adlines:
Here He Is . . . Sherlock
lom’s Craziest Detective .
. .
a

You’ll Get Plenty
lieal Murder Case,

of

Laughs

Holmes’ Greatest
Jack Oakie.
.

Quick, Watson, the Needle . .
Sleuth Will Keep You in Stitches.
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Hilarious

THE FIREFLY
— METRO-GOLDWYN-MAYER
The Cast: Jeanette MacDonald,
Allan Jones, Wairen
William,
Kobert Young, Drank Morgan, Douglass Dumbrille, Manuel Alvarez,
Leonard Penn. Producer: Hunt Stromberg. Director: Robert Z.
Leonard. Original .story: Rudolph Friml, Otto Harbach.
play: Ogden Nash, Albert llackett, Frances Goodrich.
rapliy : Oliver Marsh.

ScreenPhotog-

What it's about:
Nina Azara (Jeanette MacDonald) is a singer in a Spanish cafe in 1808. Called "The Firefly,” she is in reality a
Spanish spy, hired by the Marquis de Melito (Warren William) ,
advisor to Ferdinand the Seventh, to discover Napoleon’s plans
and prevent him from entering Spain. Sent to Bayonne on
this mission, Nina strikes up a flirtation with Don Diego de
Lara (Allan Jones), a French spy, but fails to gain the information. During the war which results, Nina is caught and
denounced by Don Diego. He is heartbroken, and tells her that
duty forced him to betray her. She pretends to forgive him,
shoots him and escapes. When England and Spain drive
Napoleon out Nina and Don Diego are reunited.
WHAT

to do and HOW

to do it:

On the heels of the success of "Maytime,” in which Jeanette MacDonald was starred, comes another filmization of a
famous operetta which, backed by the boxoffice records rolled
up by the former film, should do well at the ticket window.
This one was taken from the operetta by Rudolph Friml and
Otto Harbach, and the melodies from the piece, while of a
semi-classical nature, are well known to music lovers. Give
Miss MacDonald starring credits, and plug Allan Jones as a
worthy successor to Nelson Eddy.
PUBLICIZE PAST PICTURES
Prepare flash lobby posters depicting Miss MacDonald’s
past achievements, such as "Naughty Marietta,” "Rose Marie”
and other musical films in which she has been starred. Also
worthy of marquee space in supporting roles are Warren
William, Robert Young and Frank Morgan. Play tunes from
the operetta over the lobby public address system and over
the street ballyhoo’s sound system.
See if a novelty company will, for little expense, make

up

a quantity of "Firefly” kites, resembling fireflies, which will
fly. Use them as giveaways for juveniles attending matinees,
and have a girl fly one from the sidewalk in front of the
theatre.
Have drugstores feature a “Firefly” sundae, of chocolate
and strawberry flavoring, and cocktail lounges might be persuaded to concoct a "Firefly” mixed drink. Novel throwaways
can be prepared inexpensively by attaching colored “wings”
to wooden matches. Plant them in drugstores and on cigar
counters. As this is a period musical, invite history and music
classes of the local schools to attend, setting aside a special
section for them and giving them special rates when accompanied by their instructors.
CONDUCT NEWSPAPER CONTEST
Allan Jones replaces Miss MacDonald’s usual romantic
lead, Nelson Eddy. This should serve as the basis of a newspaper contest in which readers are asked whom they prefer
to see with the feminine singing star, and why. Best answers
each day receive free passes. Hold a contest for amateurs in
operatic and semi-classical singing in a music school tieup.
Singers could be worked into a stage “fiesta,” with mandolin
players, dancers from local dancing schools and other entertainers taking part in the performance.
Stills showing Miss MacDonald and Jones taking a perilous
journey through the Pyrenees via horse and stagecoach can
be used to advantage in a tieup with local automobile salesrooms.
A display of coins used during the Napoleonic era, obtained
from local collectors in exchange for passes to the show, can
be planted in local bank windows. Also, if possible, obtain a
model stage coach and old-time square-rigged ship for the
display.
Acdlines:
Another
Donald , .

.

Smashing
Against

Hit . . . With That
a
Romantic
Spanish

Adventure, Excitement, Music
(ilorious Screen Entertainment!
KnowIt's
!

Better

She Fell in
. and Then
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“Maytime”

.

.

.

.

.

.

and

Love With an Enemy
Spy
Fell Back Into His Arms!

BOXOFFICE

Singing Star,
Background!
All

.

Jeanette

You

Could

That’s

All

.

.

Shot

June 5, 1937.

Ask

You

Him

Macfor

in

Need

to

to

Escape

OPINIONS

ON

0 U a B i N f

P E H T 0 a E

P a O D 0 C T 1O N s

Grand

Columbia (7014)
88 Minutes
Bel. Apr. 25, '37
Although he assumes a different sort of role, that of a
high-pressure salesman who carries no gun, Edward G.
Robinson gives a forceful performance in an amusing satire
on American business methods in England. Opening in New
York, the locale soon switches to London where a jobless
publicity man goes to learn dignity from his British cousins,
impresses them, instead, with his flamboyant exploitation
ideas. He crashes English society, falls in love with the
daughter of a duke and inaugurates a stock-selling campaign that leaves him penniless but happy in the affections
of his new-found friends. Lacking the fast pace of Robinson’s former vehicles, the picture nevertheless proves entertaining. Constance Collier and Nigel Bruce are engagingly human as British nobility. Marlon Gering directed.
Edward

Republic

in the City

(G336)

Bank Alarm
Rel. May

10, '37

RKO

Bob Steele, Louise Stanley, Frank LaRue, Karl Hackett,
Margaret Mann.

F

wester,.

You Can't Beat Love
Columbia

:: June 5, 1937.

65 Minutes

comedy
Rel. Feb. 5, '37

and should serve ap-

Charles Starrett, Marioii Weldon, Donald Grayson,
Hix, Si Jenks, Al Bridges.

Dodge
Maurice

City Trail
Conn

(

)

Russell

F

58 Minutes

Rel.

This melodrama of a reporter and his newsboy pal who
beat a band of night club-operating racketeers who cheat
and rob sweepstakes winners is suitable only as the sustaining feature on a dual bill. Action begins when the
gang kills an old man who holds a lucky number and deprives his grandson, the newsboy, of the winning ticket.
The lad’s sister has a job singing in the ringleader’s cafe
and the reporter saves both her and of course the ticket.
Any claim to merit that this yarn may possess rests on
the battle between the reporter and the sweepstakes swindlers. The fisticuffs cover up their crudeness with their
wildness. Roy Lubey directed.
Frankie Darro, Kane Richmond, Phyllis Fraser, Harry
Worth, Johnston White, Lorraine Hayes.

Gloria Stuart, Michael Whalen, George Sanders, Cora
Witherspoon, Gerald Oliver-Smith, June Brewster.

BOXOFFICE

F

as Starrett and the girl ride away together for life. Direction by C. C. Coleman jr.

SZi"'

Tc-ugh to Handle

F

CLASSIFICATION— A - ADULT

Rel.

propriately as a supporter on a dual program. Story concerns stern-faced Charles Starrett, who rescues blonde
Marion Weldon from a gang of kidnapers, only to find that
her father is the leader of the culprit band. Starrett reforms his prospective father-in-law, but the would-be kin
is wiped from the picture by the outlaws. The modern
touch of melody in westerns is supplied by tame-looking
Donald Grayson. The story ends, surely and inevitably

20th Century-Fox (747)
63 Minutes
Bel. July 23, 537
This is a sad attempt at farcical comedy which falls far
below the usual 20th Century-Pox standard. The film is
completely unfunny, despite the valiant efforts of Michael
Whalen, Gloria Stuart, Gerald Oliver-Smith and Cora Witherspoon to make it click. Miss Witherspoon and George
Sanders give the only two worthy performances, the other
cast members being too busy trying to save the opus to be
humorous. Whalen and Miss Stuart, recently wedded, arrive at the conclusion that divorce is their only solution.
He gallantly offers to pick her next mate, making sure in
every case to nominate someone who is entirely ineligible.
Complications arise which finally culminate in a smash
surprise ending— they are reconciled. Directed by Eugene
Porde.

The Lady Escapes

(7030)

This western is fair entertainment

Gene Raymond, Ann Sothern, Gordon Jones, Richard Lane,
Frank Jenks, Bradley Page, Joan Woodbury.

F

j>.a„,a

62 Minutes

)

(

F

Preston Foster, Joan Fontaine, Herbert Mundm, Paul Hurst,
Harold Huber, Bradley Page, Barbara Pepper.

RKO (728)
75 Minutes
Rel. May 21, '37
This latest in the series of Gene Raymond-Ann Sothern
comedies is on a par with their past starring efforts, which
is saying plenty, and moves the pair another step in the
general direction of becoming Hollywood’s favorite romantic-comedy team. Presented as a pair of demon reporters
who would rather fight than eat (and frequently do) Raymond and Miss Sothern rolic through their roles with a
delightful gusto. The film is smartly paced and cleverly
produced and a chance for a laugh is never overlooked.
The screenplay by Harry Segall is responsible, in a good
measure, for the many laughs. Richard Lane, as the
managing editor, turns in a swell performance in a meaty
role, while excellent bits are contributed by Alec Craig,
Prank Jenks and Joan Woodbury. Ben Holmes directed.

There Goes My Girl

Rel. June 7, 37

Deft direction has made this slight story piece thoroughly
amusing and amiable fare which will meet all requirements
as a quality programmer. Well-mounted and full of bright
situations and brisk dialogue, its chief asset is Preston
Foster. He is completely at ease in a romantic-comedy role
which is a radical departure from his recent portrayals, and
again demonstrates his versatility as a Thespian. Foster is a
wealthy play-boy whose chief peculiarity is his inability to
refuse a dare. Around this trait is built a rapid-fire yarn
of political intrigue in which he is persuaded to enter the
mayoralty elections, running against the father of his heart
interest, Joan Fontaine. After ridding the town of its
political bosses, he retires from the race. Christy Cabanne
directed.

The formula theme of feuding Western farmers and cattle
raisers has been entertainingly directed by Sam Newfield
with the expert assistance of brawny Bob Steele and a capable supporting cast. With athletic-appearing Louise Stanley handling the other half of the romantic interest, this
angle is more than ordinarily believable and the film contains the average quota of fist fights and fast riding. The
lovers are members of rival factions but they renounce
family ties to get married and remain neutral while trying
to settle the feud. When Bob’s father is shot from ambush
the girl’s clan is suspected; eventually a crooked gang of
lawyers are unmasked as the real killers and peace is restored after the usual gunplay.

Gun Lords of Stirrup Basin

63 Minutes

Conrad Nagel, Eleanor Hunt, Wilma Francis, Vince Barnett,
Frank Milan, Wheeler Oakman, William Thorne.

F

57 Minutes

(139)

This fourth in Grand National’s series of pictures starring Conrad Nagel and Eleanor Hunt is a very laudable
cop-and-robber thriller, suitable for the supporting spot on
the deluxers and good enough to stand alone on the lesser
bills. The Nagel-Hunt duo is a convincingly smooth combination with plenty of audience appeal. Support is generally good, especially that given by Vince Barnett, Wilma
Francis and Frank Milan. The story deals with the efforts
of Nagel and Miss Hunt, government agents, to round up
a gang of bank robbers and counterfeiters. Local police untheir every good lead until Nagel’s sister
wittingly stymie
is kidnapped
by the thugs. He then turns on the heat,
rounds up the gang and saves his sister. Directed by Louis
Gasnier.

G. Robinson, Luli Deste, Nigel Bruce, Ralph Richardson, Constance Collier, Cyril Raymo7id.

Thunder
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SELLING

ANGLES:

"Bank

SUGGESTIONS

Alarm"

SELLING

SELLING

THE

ANGLES:

AD

PICTURE

"Thunder

Robinson’s name is the outstanding selling point
and mention should be made that this is a new sort
of role for “Little Caesar.” Publicize Luli Deste as
a glamorous new foreign personality. Robinson’s
film campaign on “Magnelite,” the miracle metal,
suggests a teaser campaign for exhibitors with

CATCHLINES:

CATCHLINES:

Thugs

Put Themselves

Behind

newspaper ads reading “What Is Magnelite? — See
‘Thunder in the City’ at
Theatre.” Tieups
with umbrella and raincoat shops making a play
on the title should be arranged.

the Bars

. . . When They Snatched a G-Man’s Sister!
Crime Doesn’t Pay . . . When the Government
Men Get on the Trail!
Conrad Nagel and Eleanor Hunt Score Again . . .
in Another Rapid-Fire G-Man Thriller!

“Little Caesar” Explodes a Bombshell of Thrills!
A Whirlwind American Crashes Dignified London
Society and Sweeps It Off Its Feet!
The Whole Town Trembled With Excitement
When a Human Thunderbolt Arrived!

SELLING

SELLING

ANGLES:

"You

Can't Beat Love"

Give Foster, Miss Fontaine and Herbert Mundin
marquee credits. Sell the picture on its “election”
angle, preparing throwaways as imitation ballots.
Hire a man to stand on a rostrum in front of the

theatre giving a spiel for “his candidate,” and
banner the lobby with bunting and portraits of
Foster resembling a meeting-hall. Use stills of Foster in dress clothing digging ditches as a clothingstore tieup. Make up throwaways as tabloid newspapers conceding the election to Foster.

ANGLES:

"Gun

Lords of Stirrup Basin."

The kids and the older western fans must be
depended on for your audience, even though Louise
Stanley is given considerable prominence. To attract the women customers use enlargements of
Miss Stanley. Play up the outdoor angle with a
special stunt in your lobby such as a lassoing contest, Contact local boy scout organizations and
interest scout masters in a tracking contest ending
up at the theatre.
CATCHLINES:

CATCHLINES:

He’d Do Anything on a Dare ... So This Playboy
Ran for Mayor ... on a Reform Ticket!

Fighting for Peace in a Family
Bride on the Rival Side!

Feud

With

His

Here’s a Chuckle-a-Second, Laugh-a-Minute Romance. . . That Proves You Can’t Beat Love!
She Tried to Vamp Him Out of the Race . . . and
Fell in Love With Him in Doing It!

Bob Steele Rides Into Action to Round Up a
Gang of Swindling Trouble Makers!
Two Rival Ranches Battle Over Water Rights
in a Ruthless Fight to the Finish!

SELLING

SELLING

ANGLES:

"Dodge

City Trail"

ANGLES:

"There

Goes

My

Girl"

Charles Starrett is a strong favorite among followers of western pictures. He should be given
top marquee billing. Marion Weldon and Donald
Grayson can also be used advantageously on the
marquee. Play up the musical angle of this western around Donald Grayson. Hire a man, dressed
as a cowboy, placarded with a sign on his back
reading “To Whom It May Concern — I’m on My
Way to ‘Dodge City Trail,’ now playing at
Theatre.”

Sell this as another in the series of RaymondSothern comedies. Get tieups with newspapers on
the angle that the action centers around a newspaper plant. Arrange for an amateur reporter contest, promoted through the leading local paper, to
be run prior to the opening of the film. Get dress
shop tieups on stills showing Miss Sothern in a
wedding gown. Stills for tieups with cafes, night
clubs, insurance companies and delicatessen shops
are also available.

CATCHLINES:

CATCHLINES:

Soft Melodies by Donald Grayson, Punctuated
by Pistol-Fire From Outlaw Guns, in This Thrilling
Starrett Western.

Hold the Press . . . the Bride, the Best Woman
Reporter in the Business, Has Disappeared.
They Were Newspaper Reporters ... So They
Spent Their Honeymoon Solving a Murder Mystery.
A Paid of Daffy . . . Dizzy Reporters . . . Who
Couldn’t Even Take Time Off to Get Married . . .
Until They Got Their Story.

He Saved Her From Her Father’s Own Kidnaping Band . . . and Then Married Her!
Pounding Hearts and Pounding Hooves Ride Together in This Western Whirlwind.
SELLING

ANGLES:

"Tough

to Handle"

SELLING

The suggestion of sweepstakes is a helpful selling aid. Stress the action and the hard-hitting
fight between the racketeers and the reporter. A
lobby display of sweepstakes newspaper stories and
of tickets could be used. Frankie Darro has a
following and a cutout of him in the lobby and in
front will bring the fans.
CATCHLINES:

ANGLES:

"The

Lady

Escapes"

Give top billing to Michael Whalen and Gloria
Stuart. Stills suitable for arranging tieups with
flower shops, travel and luggage shops, steamship
agencies and women’s wear shops, can be had from
the exchange. Other stills showing the cast principals riding bicycles can be used for tieing up with
rental bike shops. Make a lobby display showing
the figure of a woman fleeing from a pack of pursuing males.
CATCHLINES:

Against Murderous Racketeers a Reporter and
His Newsboy Friend Pitched Their Wits and Fists.
Turbulent

AIDS

in the City"

Tieups on the counterfeit money angle can be
made with a local bank, arranging a window display of spurious money. The Nagel-Hunt team has
established itself sufficiently in these G-men dramas to warrent marquee and advertising credits.
Arrange a lobby display of a burglar-alarm system,
having an attendant operate it. Vince Barnett plays
the part of a candid cameraman, which can be
made the basis of a candid photo contest and other
photographic tieups.
These

Action ... on the Tracks ... in the

Gay Night Spots and in the Chase of Crafty Criminals by a Justice Dealing Reporter.
FOR

32

FOR

MORE

SELLING

IDEAS

CONSULT

HOLLYWOOD

What a Perfect Understanding . . . They Agreed
to Disagree ... So Hubby Helps Wifey Select Her
Next Victim.
They Were a Pair of Happy Love-Birds . . . Until
They Were Together . . . Then They Fought Like
Two Wildcats.

EXPLOITATION

PREVIEWS

REGULARLY

IN BOXOFFICE

BOXOFFICE
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^kott
Alpine Grandeur
Vitaphone

10 Minutes

A Colortour Adventure which will prove
a welcome addition to the average program
especially during the summer months when
the gorgeous views of the Swiss Alps will
have a cooling effect on audience members. E. M. Newman’s cameramen have
photographed the blue-tinted lakes and
towering snow-covered peaks and also accompany the tourists on a cable car ride
up the dizzy slopes of the mountain. The
climax shows three expert climbers risking
life and limb to reach the top where the
view is unsurpassed. Narration, Alan Kent.

Bars and Stripes
M-G-M

11 Minutes

A snappy and laugh-provoking Tabloid
Musical introducing two youthful personalities, Vyola Von and Dick Winslow, whose
charm and singing talent compensate for
a lack of “names.” The ridiculous but
amusing story concerns a worried young
orchestra leader who lands in jail on the
eve of an important radio broadcast and
the frantic efforts of the members of his
band to join him there for a prison broadcast. All succeed except the comic tuba
player, with his unsuccessful attempts furnishing much of the comedy. Miss Von’s
swingy vocalizing during the action is a
standout. The juvenile members of any
audience will rate this “swell stuff.”

SulfSect
<

I

€HORT
<^4^ OF

THE

WEEK

Double Talk
Vitaphone

10 Minutes

In the past few months Charlie
McCarthy, mischievous and impertinent little dummy, and his patient
mentor, Edgar Bergen, have attained
great popularity on the radio, and
picture audiences will undoubtedly
welcome another short featuring this
hilarious ventriloquist act. Charlie,
the rapscallion of Dr. Bergen’s orphanage, isfearful of being selected
for adoption by a wealthy, and extremely ugly woman visitor. When
Charlie meets a lovely southern girl
he discourages the woman, hoping
the girl will adopt him herself. To
his dismay he learns that the girl is
employed as nurse by the older woman. Charlie’s flirtation with the
southern lass is the high spot in the
merriment although the laughs are
practically continuous throughout the
action. Virginia Reed and Florence
Auer capably appear on opposite ends
of the beauty scale, but it is Charlie,
with the expert manipulation of
Bergen, who places this short among
the laugh leaders.

Cocktail Party
Universal

10 Minutes

The talent in this Mentone subject has
been recruited from night clubs and radio
programs where they are clever performers
in their own fields. Despite an attempt
to give the short continuity by employing a
make-shift story background, the specialists remain individual acts. Lucille Page
in her fast tumbling dance is the standout,
and the others, including Mary Iris Dooley,
daughter of Johnny Dooley and Yvette Rugel, former vaudeville headliners; Ginger
Snap, young comedienne formerly on a
children’s radio program, and the Six Balabanows, a dancing and accordion turn, are
lively and youthful players. Lew Parker
appears as master of ceremonies.

Colorful Bombay
M-G-M

8 Minutes

As the title suggests this is a splendidly
variegated scenic containing the clear photography and informative and interesting
narration common to all the Fitzpatrick
Traveltalks. The spectator is taken on a
tour of India’s greatest city, witnessing all
levels of human life from the filthy street
beggars to the richly robed maharajahs.
Many of the natives’ unusual customs and
age-old buildings and temples are shown.
Suitable for a spot on any program.
BOXOFFICE

New

News

Columbia

18 Minutes

The blundering efforts of Tom Kennedy
and Monty Collins to secure a scoop interview for their paper bring about considerable laughter, enough to satisfy the average
slapstick fan. Credibility, of course, is
tossed out the window at the start as
the pair manage to get jobs as cook and
butler in the Vangage mansion in order to
be on the scene when Mrs. V. announces
her engagement to a bogus prince. Notwithstanding their atrocious service, Mrs.
V. overlooks their mistakes until a false
step pulls off her train at the height of her
reception. Low comedy of the cheapest sort,
and it will come as a shock to some patrons to witness Clara Kimball Young,
silent-day favorite, parading about in the
unmentionables. A fairly amusing tworeeler.

Penny Wisdom
M-G-M

10 Minutes

Pete Smith has enlisted the expert services of Prudence Penny, noted home economist, in filming a Technicolor short
which, in addition to considerable amusement value, offers many helpful hints to
the enyoung
housewife.
Missdesigned
Penny’sto kitchsecrets are
simple and
make
cooking quicker and easier. Smith supplies his usual witty and wisecracking
commentary during the action which pictures a helpless, slightly goofy bride who
ruins the dinner on the night her husband
is bringing the boss home. The frantic
lady calls up Miss Penny who arrives in
the nick of time, removes the burnt taste
from the soup, makes the entree and dessert in only a few minutes and otherwise
proves herself a good Samaritan. Gertrude
Short gives a realistically dumb performance as the little wife and Miss Penny
herself acts her part with ease and charm.
Suitable for any program.

Porky's Duck Hunt
Vitaphone

9 Minutes

The grown-up kiddies, as well as those
of school age, will doubtless find enjoyment in this first-rate Looney Tune produced by Leon Schlesinger. 'The little stuttering pig decides to go duck shooting and,
although well equipped with bullets, decoys
and a complete hunting outfit, he has difficulty locating the elusive ducks. When
he finally finds one it proves to be entirely too smart for him, so much so that
it even shows Porky the proper way to
fire his gun. After many more mishaps
Porky returns home empty-handed where
the scornful ducks outside his window give
him the “bird.” Deserving a spot on any
program, this cartoon is lacking in only
one element, that of color.

Rhythm
RKO

on the Rampage

Radio

19 Minutes

Ted FioRito, whose dance orchestra is
one of the leaders in popular favor, attempts some slapstick acting during part of
the footage of this nonsensical but fastpaced two-reeler. Although he manages
to garner a few laughs, audiences would
be better satisfied if he had been permitted to play a few more of his rhythmic orchestrations. The story concerns one of
his orchestra who poses as Ted in order to
impress a celebrity-hunting blonde. The
girl, however, has a sweetheart who escapes from prison in time to interrupt
their little tete-a-tete and the action winds
up with the convict back in jail announcing a broadcast by the FioRito orchestra.
Barbara Pepper excels in another hardboiled prisoner’s moll characterization.

:: June 5, 1937.
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PRODUCTION

instruments and other technical phases
of motion picture making were held. During the final day’s business two reports of
interest to exhibitors were presented in
addition to Beal’s analysis of the television field, with J. Frank jr., of the International Projector Corporation, discussing

Additions to and corrections of
the PRODUCTION
INDEX
for
May

15, 1937.
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to A

changed

Grand
TirUE

FIGHT

to A
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THE

DANGEROUS

FINISH.
ADVEN-

Shadow,

THE

SHADOAV

she’s the girl for him although he was engaged
to another, Robert Young, Florence Rice, Barnett Parker. Director. E. L. Marin. (F). June
(736).

Topper

(..) — Farce comedy.
Two young irresponsible people, upon meeting a violent death, find
themselves imprisoned in spiritual space and in
order to advance to a higher plane by achieving
a good deed all but wreck the life of an innocent
mortal. Constance Bennett. Roland Young, Cary
Grant. Director, Norman
MacLeod.
(F). July

Day

at

RELEASE
the

Emperor’s

KiU*es,

DATES:
A

Candlesticks

June

11, ’37

June

25, ’37

Paramount
THEE

in the

Argentine.

11. ’37.

TIME

to SHE’S
MONEY.

NO

BREVITIES

Sound Defects (22) — A
radio team,
broadcast, are forced down
near
radio station operated in a barn.
Irene

Delroy.

COI.ORTOl

June
R

LADY.

flying to a
an amateur
Rufe Davis

5, ’37.

ADVENTURE

palace of the Sultans
bris. June 12, ’37.
LOONEV
TUNES

(75) — Comedy-melodrama.
a newspaper reporter that

A
an

Prouty. Shirley Deane. Spring Byington. Director. Frank Strayer. (F). June 18, ’37. (759).
she Had to Eat (.. — Comedy.
A lot of strange
characters and even stranger situations sprout
up when a slightly “screwy” millionaire and his
balmy valet decide to tour the country on a
special train. Jack Haley. Rochelle Hudson,
Eugene
Pallette. Director, Malcolm
St. Clair.
(F). June 11. 537. (757).
sing and Be Happy
(..) — Comedy
romance with
music. A playboy and a clever girl writer become business rivals for a big air contract involving their parents, also business rivals. Anthony
Martin, Leah Ray, Joan Davis. Director, James
Tinling. (F). June 25, ’37. (756).
Slave Ship (..) — Drama.
The attempt of the master of a slave ship to reform himself and his
ship is opposed by his first mate and crew, who
continue operations in defiance of his orders
until disaster overcomes the ship. Warner Baxter. Wallace Beery, Elizabeth Allan. Director,
(F).

July

2, ’37.

(746).

Paramount
HEADLINERS
Frind Eavcjrites (11) — Conducted by Rudolf Friml
jr.. son of the famous composer, the orchestra
plays
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Friml’s

favorite

the Society of Motion Picture Engineers’
convention here, effective June 1, the RCA
Photophone sales organization will supply
RCA Acousticon seat phones for theatres,
churches, auditoriums, etc.

Quints' Third

Hollywood — The

will make

Dionne

Quintuplets

their third screen appearance

for

20th Century-Fox in “Mother Knows
Best,” tentative title for a story which is at
present in preparatory stages. Jean Hersholt is the only actor assigned, and the
production staff has not been lined up.

and

the

holy

city

of Mulie-

LETTERS
FROM

ICisco (ireuet and his Orchestra (10) — In a Cuban
street setting, the orchestra plays Latin American tunes while Conchita dances and several

is a

the

shocks

her

into

leaving.

June

READERS

Readers are invited to submit letters
on current trade topics. Give name
a7id address (withheld on request)

dummy,

l>ad boy inmate of Edgar Bergen’s orphanage and when a wealthy women
wants to adopt
he

OUR

26, ’37.

To

Boxoffice:

Blue

Ridge,

May

26,

Ga.

1937.

You have been commenting
on the relationships
between radio and motion picture. I submit the

actress’s disappearance is a publicity gag, but
when it becomes a reality there are dire results.
Jane Withers. Robert Kent. Joan Davis. Director. James Tinling. (P). June 4, ’37. (574).
Big Business (60) — Comedy
romance.
When
stock swindler returns to his home
town and
tries his hand at fleecing innocent citizens, he
and his colleagues come
off second best. Jed

Garnett.

Los Angeles — According to an announcement by Dan D. Halpin, vice-president of
Dictograph Products Co., Inc., attending

Fork.’v and (iabby (8) — The stuttering pig and his
pal, the goat, go camping but when a pesky bee
prevents them
from setting up the tent, they
head for home.
May 15. ’37.
MELODV
MASTER

him

Tay

Mutilator Machine.’’

(iateway to Africa (10 — ’Scenes in Morocco showing the natives in the capital city of Fez, the

20th Century-Fox
.Xiigel’s Holiday
young girl tells

of “A Film

YAUDEVILEE

natives dance. June 19, ’37.
X riAPHONE
NOVELTY
Dtnshle Talk (10) — Charlie McCarthy,

(HANGES:

Let’s Talk of Love, changed
Tightwad, changed to WILD

June

X'itaphone Funsters (10) — A variety subject with
the Three Swifts in a juggling act; Johnny Burke
in a monologue; Andy and Louise Carr in a tap
dance, and the acrobatics of the Reddingtons.
May 29, ’37.
BROADAVAY

Married Before Breakfast (..) — Comedy.
A young
inventor, suddenly enriched, goes berserk with a
young lady of chance acquaintance, and discovers

9, ’37.
NEW

SPORTLIGHTS

Pan
American
Cdiainpions (10)- — Showing
two
sports for which
Pan
Americans
are famous
Jai Alai, as played in Havana, and polo played

DIG
to

M-G-M

IS. ’37.

(11) — Fishing highlights from widely separated spots such as the Bahamas,
Alaska and
Orient, where they use birds to catch

the

National

changed

PIC TORIALS

Vitaphone

CHANGES:

Alias the
STRIKES

NT

fish. June 4, ’37.
GR.\NTLAM)
RICE

Columbia

White Heat,
TURE.

presenting an announcement

RCA Sells Acousticon

reatuiei
THT.E

“The Super Simplex Pedestal,’’ and O. F.
Neu, of Neumade Productions Corporation,

compositions.

June

4, '37.

TELEVISION RIVALRY
MENACE DISCOUNTED
Los Angeles — The fears which have long
held sway in production circles that television, ifand when commercially developed,
will supplant motion pictures as the entertainment medium of the world were set
at rest by Ralph R. Beal, RCA research
supervisor, in the concluding report to the
Society of Motion Picture Engineers’ spring
convention here last week.
Beal asserted that television will find
its niche by augmenting rather than displacing present radio and film facilities,
with studio and motion picture programs
due to be used liberally in television programs. Although television engineers are
now borrowing heavily from motion picture production technique, he asserted,
sight-and-sound broadcasting, when perfected, will undoubtedly devise short cuts
in production which can be applied in
turn to film-making.
Beal’s address, a sound equipment symposium, an apparatus symposium and
manufacturers’ announcements concluded
the five-day meeting of the SMPE at the
Hollywood Roosevelt Hotel, during which
studio visits, symposiums on acoustics, laboratory and projection, color, transmission.

following
your theatre
“files.” in
I have afor
small
father,

a

real

estate

man.

Blue

Ridge,

is in Florida,

Ga.
and

My

wrote

me today saying: “Wallace Beery’s picture, 'The
Good Old Soak’ was here this week but we didn’t
see it as we had heard it some time ago on the
Surely radio appearances
our “public” reacts like this.
Thought

you

might

be

hurt

when

interested.
Regards,

radio.”

To

exhibitors

W.

Mowbray

CAMEO
THEATRE
Tallulah, Louisiana.
May 18, 1937

Boxoffice:

Just a few lines of praise to one of the season’s
best musicals, none other than Republic’s The
Hit Parade.
I recently completed a two-day engagement and must admit that The Hit Parade
proved “tops” in the musical field. It pleased
the entire or the greater majority of my patron?
100 per cent, and I believe it will prove the same
in almost any other situation. It attracted a
better than average attendance for the two day
en gagement.
The cast was

complete.

Such

an

array

of stars

I’ve

never seen. Duchin. Hoff and Ellington Orchestras deserve plenty of credit and praise. Regan
and Langford delighted the audience with their
fine voices. As for comedy, a mass of it. Max
Terhune is certainly destined to become one of
the greatest in this field. Oscar and Elmer, the
Gentlemaniacs and others were good. too.
No exhibitor will go wrong in booking this as
early as possible.
Thanks to Republic and to Nat Levine for placing this all-star, top-cast musical within the Independents reach, and thanks to the New Orleans,
Louisiana, district for making out early date possible.
More power to you Republic and more
such as The Hit Parade!
Until the 1938 Hit Parade, I am
Yours very truly,
C.

BOXOFFICE

musicals

J. Hubley,
Res.

Jr.
Mgr.
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Lewis Stone, Barbara
Head, Robert Gleckler,
Frank
Janks.
Producer:
Edmund
Grainger.
Director: I^ewis R. Foster. Original: Charles
Grayson, Sy Bartlett,

MAKE
A WISH
(RKO) — with Bobby Breen, Basil
Rathbone, Henry
Armetta. Lucy Ann
McLean,
Mary Etta Freese. Michael Breen, Ralph Forbes,
Leon Errol, Leonid Kinsky. Marion Claire. Rex

PREPARING
ATLANTIC
FLIGHT
(Mono)— with Dick Merrill.
AT
OLD
SIWASH
(Para) — with Martha
Raye,
Neila Goodelle, Ben Blue, Yacht Club Boys. Director: Wesley Rugglea.
Original: George
Fitch. Screenplay: Claude Binyon.
BIO
CITY (M-G-M) — with Spencer Tracy, Luise
Rainer. Producer: Norman
Krasna.
Director:
Frank Borzage. Original: Norman
Krasna.
BLUEBEARD'S
EIGHTH
er: Ernst Lubitsch.

WIFE

(Para)— Produc-

BRINGING
UP
THE
BABY
(RKO) — Director:
Howard
Hawks.
Original: Hagar Wilde. Screenplay: Dudley Nichols.
CIRCULATION
(WB)— Producer : Bryan Foy. Original: George Bricker.
DANCE
FOR
THE
LADIES
(Para) — Producer:
Lucien Hubbard.
Original: Rian James.
HALF
GODS
(Univ) —
Producer: E. M. Asher.
Original: Sidney Howard.
Screenplay: Lester
Cole.
HAVING
Oakie.
Arthur
PUBLIC
Gene
Oliver

WONDERFUL
TIME
(RKO)— with Jack
Producer: Pandro S. Berman.
Original:
Korber.
COWBOY
NUMBER
Autry.
Screenplay:
Drake.

ONE
(Rep) — with
Betty
Burbridge,

RIDERS
OF
THE
DAAVN
(Mono) — with Jack
Randall, Warner
Richmond,
George
Cooper.
Producer: R. N. Bradbury.
Director: R. N.
Bradbury.
Original: Robert Emmett.
UMBRELLA
MAN
(M-G-M)— with George Murphy, Rita Johnson.
Producer: Sam
Zimbalist.
Director: William Thiele.

and

WELL ALONG
ALCATRAZ
Sheridan,

Stone, Addison Richards, Gordon Oliver. Edward Keane, Ralph Dunn, William Hopper. Producer: Bryan Foy.
Director: William McGann.
Original: Crane Wilbur.

ANYTHING
FOR
A
THRILL
(Condor)— with
Frankie Darro, Kane Richmond, June Johnson,
Bob Cortman, Charles Dorety. Ben Hall, Charles
MacAvoy, Arthur Van Slyke, Ed Hearn, Elmer
Jerome, Johnston White. Ann Evers. Producer:
O’Donnell.
Maurice Conn. Screenplay: Juan Mertz, Joseph

Nagel,

with Glenda
Barrat, Anne

Hugh
O’Connell, 'Tom Kennedy.
Producer: Bryan Foy.
Director: Frank McDonald.

ANNAPOLIS
SALUTE
(RKO) — with James
Ellison, Marsha Hunt, Harry Carey, Van
Heflin,
Ann
Hovey, Arthur Lake.
Producer: Robert
Sisk. Director: Christy Cabanne. Original: John
Twist. Screenplay: John Twist.
BRIDE
WORE
RED
(M-G-M) — with Joan Crawford, Franchot Tone, Robert Young. Reginald
Owen, Billie Burke, George Zucco.
Producer:
Joseph Mankiewicz.
Director: Dorothy Arzner.
Original: Ferenc Molnar.
DOUBLE
WEDDING
(M-G-M) — with William
Powell, Myrna
Loy, Edgar
Kennedy,
Barnett
Parker, Florence Rice, Jessie Ralph, Sidney
Toler, Louis Nathaneaux, Gertrude Pedlor, Pauline Brooks, Jean Lewis, Lillian Rich, William
Morton
Baily. Producer: Joseph Mankiewicz.
Director: Richard
Thorpe.
Original: Ferenc
Molnar.
GOOD
NIGHT
LADIES
(Para) — with Lynne Overmann, Eleanore Whitney, Johnny Downs, Benny
Baker, Terry Walker, John Patterson, El Brendel, Kitty McHugh,
Barlowe
Borland, Helen
Flint. Producer: William LeBaron.
Director:
George Archainbaud.
Original: Ring Lardner.
Screenplay: Lillie Hayward, Ed Welch.
HELL
ON ICE (Univ) — with John Wayne, Judith
Barrett, Jane Jones, Frank Otto, Virginia Brissac, Russell Hopkins, Billy Burrud, Lee Ford,
Hal Neiman.
Producer: Trem
Carr. Original:
George Waggner.
Screenplay: Harold Buckley.
HOPALONG
RIDES
AGAIN
(Para)— with William
Boyd, George Hayes, Nora Lane, Harry Worth,
William Duncan, Lois Wilde.
Producer: Harry
Sherman.
Director: Les Selander.
Original:
Clarence
E.
Mulford.
Screenplay:
Norman
Houston.
MYSTERY
OF THE
HOODED
RIDER
(GN)— with
Tex Ritter, Iris Meredith, Snub Pollard, Horace
Murphy,
Colleen Ward,
Charles
King,
Earl
Dwire, Heeber Snow, Forest Taylor, Joseph Girard, Lafe McKee.
Producer: Lindsley Parsons.
Director: Ray Taylor.
PARK
AVENUE
DAME
(Col)— with Richard Arlen. Fay Wray.
Producer: Irving Briskin. Director: D, Ross Lederman.
Original: Robert T.
Shannon.
Screenplay: Michael Simmons.
SOMETHING
TO SING ABOUT
(GN)— with James
Cagney.
Producer: Victor Schertzinger. Director: Victor Schertzinger. Original: Victor Schertzinger, Austin Parker.
THANKS
FOR
NOTHING
(Col)— with Francis
Lederer, Madeleine Carroll, Grace Bradley, Connie Boswell. Richard
Carle, George
McKay,
J. C. Nugent, Charles Waldron, Arthur Hoyt,
Victor Kilian. Producer: William Perlberg. Director: Elliott Nugent.
Original: Adelaide Heilbron. Screenplay: Mary McCall jr.
TOO CLEVER
TO LIVE (Univ) — with Tom Brown,

Barry
Downing.
St. Luke’s
ducer: Sol Lesser.
Director:
Kurt Choristers.
Neumann.

Pro-

MARRIED
BEFORE
BREAKFAST
(M-G-M) —
with Robert Young, Florence Rice, Tom
Kennedy, Warren Hymer, George Taylor, Jack Norton. Irene Franklin, Barnett Parker, Helen Flint,
Douglas
Wood,
Paul
Stanton, Pierre Watkin.
John
Hamilton, Ed
Deering, Harlan
Briggs.
Hari-y Burns, Victor Potel, Joseph Crehan, Bert
Roach. Pat West. Producer: Sam Zimbalist. Director: Edwin L. Marin.
Original: Harry Ruskin.
100

MEN
AND
A GIRL
(Univ) — with Deanna Durbin. Leopold Stokowski, Adolphe Menjou, Fredrick Murray, Lee Prather, Edith Penn. Mischa
Auer. Jack Mulhall, Harry Allan, Clyde Cook.
Producer: Joseph Pasternak.
Director: Henry
Koster. Original: Hans Kraly. Screenplay: F.
Hugh Herbert.

ARTISTS
AND MODELS
(Para)— with Jack Benny.
Martha Raye, Gail Patrick, Ida Lupino. Richard
Arlen, Ben Blue, Jerry Bergen. Cecil Cunningham. Blanca Vischer, Donald Meek. Nick Lukats, Elsa Connor, Virginia Brissac, Pat Moran,
Jane Weir, Hedda Hopper, David Newell, Ethel
Clayton, Peter Arno, John
LaGatta. Russell
Patterson, McClelland Barclay, Arthur William
Brown. Rube
Goldberg, Sandra Storm, Connie
Boswell. Louis Armstrong,
Yacht
Club
Boys,
Kathryn
Kay, Jack Doley, Reginald Simpson.
Jerry Jerome, Bert LeBaron.
Producer: Lewis
Gensler. Director: Raoul Walsh.

ON
SU(’H A NIGHT
(Para) — with Karen Morley,
Alan Mowbray, Roscoe Karns, Eduardo Ciannelli.
Grant Richards, Esther Dale, Milli Monti. Producer: Emanuel Cohen.
Director: E. A. Dupont. Original: Morley Cassidy, S. S. Fields,
John
D. Klorer.
Screenplay:
Doris Malloy,
Walter Lipman.

BORN
RECKLESS
( 20th-Fox)— with Barton MacLane. Rochelle Hudson, Brian Donlevy. Chick
Chandler. William Pawley, Robert Kent, Pauline
Moore, Phyllis Brooks. Harry Carey, Eddie Dunn.

SHE

Clair.

ADVENTUROUS
BEONDE
(WB) —
Farrell, Barton MacLane,
Robert

ISLAND
(WB) — with John Litel, Ann
Dick Purcell. Mary
Maguire. George

E.

Joyce

STARTING

Moore, Helen
Broderick, Eric Blore, Thelma
Leeds. Erik Rliodes, Parkyakarkus,
Margaret
Dumont,
Ann
Shoemaker.
Lloyd
Shackelford.
Producer: Edward
Kaufman.
Director: William
Seiter. Original: Joseph Santley.

Compton, Henry Otto, Billy Wayne.
Producer: Milton Field. Director: Malcolm
St.
Original: Jack Andrews.

CASSIDY
OF BAR
20 (Para)— with William Boyd.
George Hayes, Russell Hayden. Producer: Harry
Sherman. Original: Clarence E. Mulford. Screenplay: Norman Houston.
DANGER — LOVE
AT
WORK
( 20th-Fox)— with
Simone Simon, Jack Haley, J. Edward Bromberg,
John Carradine, Margaret Seddon, Margaret McWade,
Mary
Boland, Edward
Everett Horton,
E. E. Clive, Maurice Cass, Franklin Pangborn,
Etienne
Girardot, Charles
Coleman.
Hilda
Vaughn.
Producer: Harold Wilson.
Director:
Dr. Otto Ludwig
Preminger.
Original: James
Edward
Grant.
DOUBI.E
OR NOTHING
(RKO) — with Bing Crosby, Martha Raye, Mary Carlisle, Benny Baker,
Harry
Barris, Samuel
Hinds, Alphonse
Berg,
Ikaf Hytten, Calgary Brothers, J. Carrol Naish,
Gary
Owen,
Rolfe Sedan. James
Finlayson,
William
Frawley, Andy
Devine, Fay
Holden,

PARADISE
ISLE
(Mono) — with
Warren
Hull,
Movita. George Pilz, William Davidson, Russell
Simpson, Rollo Lloyd. Pierre Watkins, Kenneth
Harlan.
Producer: Dorothy
Reid.
Director:
ArthuiGreville
Vaughn
Elston.

Collins.

SHE’S
NO
LADY
(Para) —
with Ann
Dvorak,
John
Trent, Harry
Beresford, Torben
Meyer,
Arthur Hoyt, Paul Hurst, Aileen Pringle, Arthur White. Guinn Williams. Producer: B. P.
Schulberg. Director: Charles Vidor. Original;
James Edward
Grant.
tos, George Bruce.

Screenplay:

Lyons, Jeanne Blanche. A1
voran.
Producer: Walter
Harold Young.
Original
Jones.

Frank

Par-

THAT’S
MY
STORY
(Univ) — with Ralph Morgan,
Claudia Morgan, William Lundigan, Jack Smart,
Hol)art Cavanaugh,
Henry
Rocquemore,
Philip
Trent. Frank Sully, Lee Phelps, Edward
Earle.
Producer: Robert Presnell. Director: Sid Salkow.
Original: Scott Darling. Barry Trivers.
THIS
WAY
PLEASE
(Para)— with Betty Grable,
Buddy
Rogers, Fibber McGee
and Molly, Mary
Livingstone, Ned Sparks, Wally Vernon, Romo
Vincent. Jerry Bergen, Terry Raye, Virginia
J'abney, Ned Sparks, Harry Worth.
Producer:
Mehille A. Shauer.
Director: Robert
Florey.
Original: Bill Thomas, Max Shane.

9

EBB
TIDE
(Para) — with Frances Farmer. Oscar
Homolka, Lloyd Nolan, Barry Fitzgerald. Charles
Meggs.
Producer: Lucien Hubbard.
Director:
James
Hogan.
Original: Robert Louis Stevenson, Lloyd Osbourne.

52NI) STREET
(UA) — with Kenny Baker, Pat I’aterson, Ian Hunter. Ella Logan, Jack White. Loo
Carrillo, Sid Silvers. Maria
Slielton. rollette

Allan

DIDN’T
WANT
A SHEIK
(Rep)— with Ramon Novarro, Robert Coote, Stanley Fields, Leonid Kinsky, Gene Lockhart, Billy Bevan.
Producer; Irving Pichel. Original; Adele Buffington. Screenplay: Adele Buffington.

William Henry, Walter Kingsford, Gilbert Emory, John Gallaudet, George Barton. Charles
Irwin, Arthur Houseman,
Jack Pennick.
Producer: Benjamin Glazer, Director: J. Theodore
Reed.

FACE
THE
FACTS
(GN)— with Stuart Erwin.
Producer: Zion Meyer.
Director: Glenn Tryon.
Original: Clarence Budington Kelland. Screenplay: Betty Laidlaw, Robert Lively.

Original:

COMPLETED
ANGLE
SHOOTER
(WB) — with Pat O’Brien. Joan
J-?londell. Margaret Lindsay, Ricardo Cortez, John
Litel. Ben Weldon.
Producer: Bryan Foy. Director: Ray Enright.
Original: Adele Rogers
St. John.
Screenplay: Warren
Duff.

Shean. Ve.s(>\Wnngcr.
Director:
Screenplay: Grover

EASY
lvl\ ING (Para) — with Edward
Arnold, .Jean
Arthur. Ray Milland. Harry Barris, Bert Hanlon, Lee Miller. Olaf Hytten, Luis Alberni, Hobart Cavanaugh. Producer: Arthur Ilornblow jr.

GENERAL
HOSPITAI.
(M-G-M) — with Franchot
Tone, Virginia Biuret. Janet Beecher. G. Pat

Director: Mitchell Leisen. Original: Vera Caspay. Screenplay: Preston Sturges.
KING
OF
THE
SIERRAS
(Condor) — with Wally
Alliright, Rex, Frank
Campeau,
Ed
Peel, Les
Hilton. Producer; M. H. Hoffman jr. Director:

Collins, Edward
Norris, Maureen
O’Sullivan,
Charles Grapewin, Selma Jackson. Fred Warren.
Producer: J. J. Cohn.
Director: George Seitz.
Original :
Erich
von
Stroheim.
Screenplay:
Carey Wilson. Katherine Turney.
HOOSIER
SCHOOLBOY
(Mono) — with
Mickey
Rconey, Frank
Shields, Ann
Nagel, Edward
Pawley, Bill Gould, Bradley Metcalfe, Maude
Fealy, Fred Kelsey, Doris Rankin.
Producer:
Ken Goldsmith.
Director: William Nigh.
Original: Edward Eggleston.
Screenplay: Robert
Lee Johnson.
HOUSE
IN THE
COUNTRY
(RKO)— with Fred
Stone, Marjorie Lord, Edward
Bonus, Charles
Withers, William Corson. Producer: Cliff Reid.
Levy.
Director: Richard
Rosson.
Original: Melvin
HURRICANE
(UA) — with John Hall, Dorothy Lamour,
Mary
Astor, John
Carradine, Spencer
Charters, Raymond
Massey, Barbara O’Neil. Jerome Cowan, Movita Castenada, Mamo
Clark.
Reri, A1 Kikume,
Yola D’Avril, Flora Hayes,
Producer: Samuel Goldwyn. Director: John Ford.
Original: James Norman
Hall. Charles Nordhoff.
LIFE
OF THE
PARTY
(RKO) — with Gene Raymond, Harriet Hilliard, Joe
Penner, Victor

Arthur
l.OA

Rosson.
Original:
play: AV. Scott Darling.

Frank

Gay.

Screen-

E

TAKES
FLIIHIT
(Condor) — with Bruce Cabot. Beatrice Roberts, Astrid Allwyn, Gordon
Elliott, Edwin
Maxwell, Grady
Sutton, Ann
Evers. Producer: George A. Hirliman. Director:
Conrad Nagel. Original: Anne Morrison Chapin.
STE5A.A
DALLAS
(UA-Goldwyn) — with Barbara
Stanwyck. John Boles, Anne Shirley, Alan Hale,
George AValcott, Barbara O’Neil, A1 Shean, Lillian West. Mildred Grover, Dickie Jones, Harry
Bowen.
Marjorie Main,
Ann
Doran,
George
Meeker, Gertrude Short, Etta McDaniel.
Producer: Samuel Goldwyn.
Director: King Vidor.
Original: Olive Higgins Prouty.
Screenplay:
Victor Heerman.
Sarah Y. Mason.

SUPER
ST.EUTH
(RKO) — with Jack Oakie. Ann
Sothern, James Gleason, Edgar Kennedy. Richard
Lane
Gordon
Jones, Joan
Woodbury,
Frank
Jenks, Bud
Jamison, Eduardo
Ciannelli, Alan
Bruce. Producer: Edward
Small. Director: Ben
Stoloff, Original: Harry
Segall. Screenplay:
Bertram Milhauser.

^QUln^ ^eat5

PRACTICAL

BABY BUGGY

Skouras Theatres
New

Adopt "Quiz" Idea
York — Taking

a page

from

radio’s

popular “question and answer” or quiz
programs, Skouras theatres in the New
York metropolitan area have adopted similar ideas for stage presentations with unusually good results.
From the original idea of getting a small
group to match wits over the correct answers to questions submitted by non-contestants, have stemmed a number of variations. Arnold Childhouse, manager of the
Park Plaza, Bronx, gave the idea some real
thought and developed it to the point where
community interest runs high every time
he pulls the stunt.
Series

of Matches

Childhouse has inaugurated a series of
competitions between teams comprised of
women on one side and men on the other.
He has also brought together teams representing Fordham and New York universities, rival borough colleges. The night
he stacked three chorus girls against a
trio of college co-eds he had to turn customers away.
Boxoffice interest is evolved very simply. Regular patrons are invited to submit questions. For each question that is
accepted a pass is given and the patron’s
name mentioned when submitted to the
contestants by the master of ceremonies.
Effecting

School

Tieups

The idea, which the Skouras circuit calls
Quiz-Quests, can similarly be followed
through by arranging for high school, college and such teams to join in the competition on successive weeks, with preliminaries, semi-finals and finals held and
probably prizes awarded to the winners.
“Question Box” in Kansas City
Kansas City — The boxoffice value

of

“The Question Box,” evolved four weeks
ago by Jimmie Long, manager of the Plaza,
already has demonstrated itself. The
Thursday night stage novelty consists of
asking four patrons five questions each.
The winner gets $15, the runner-up $10.
Questions are submitted by patrons. The
patron who submits a question used in the
program is sent two passes. Patrons turn
in their name, address, and telephone if
they want to appear to be “quizzed.”
Quizzer is Senn Lawler, Fox Midwest advertising manager, who is getting to be an
old hand in front of the mike. He asks
the question, which is drawn from a box
by the patron him — or herself, so that
the audience can hear, and the patron answers into the mike. Long keeps score.
The worst problem is to keep the audience from whispering the answer loudly
enough for the questionee to hear.
The novelty goes on the stage between
the two evening programs.
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SHOWMEN

STUNT

FOR "NOBODY'S
Holdenville,

IDEAS

Okla. — David

BABY"
Dallas,

en-

terprising local manager, inexpensively created considerable curiosity and
attraction for Metro’s “Nobody’s Baby” by
renting six baby buggies from a secondhand dealer and spotting them on busy
street corners. In the buggies, Dallas
spotted copy in large type reading “Nobody’s Baby,” and names of the cast and
playdate in smaller type.
Four large dolls covered with baby
blankets in baskets were left at prominent
homes simultaneously with the first day
showing of the picture. Recipients of the
dolls were invited to bring them to the
Dixie Theatre and see “Nobody’s Baby” as
guests of the management.
Dallas topped off his exploitation by
tieing in practically every department store
in the city for a Baby Week, the stores
carrying specially prepared displays.

BABY BIRTH STUNT
in on the human

interest angle of UA’s “A Star Is Born,”
Carter Barron, manager of Loew’s Palace
here, announced that he would give a
complete layette to the first child born
after his specially-staged “Hollywood”
opening.
Barron announced that Janet Gaynor
had donated the layette to the girl and
Fredric March had awarded it to the boy.
Both children arrived within five minutes
after the first showing of “A Star Is Born”
had started but the boy was first by 60
seconds. Barron’s generosity garnered publicity breaks in the newspapers.
In connection with the opening, Barron
hired 24 of the loudest-mouthed newsboys
in the city and had them distribute “Star”
extras to the crowds watching the invited
celebrities arrive for the first performance.

memo

pads

carrying

the

entire month’s presentations are used
by W. Mowbray of the Royal, Blue Ridge,
Ga., for long-term exploitation. They can
be stuck in car windshields or carried
around

in one’s pocket, and serve as business-building reminders.

A toy elevator on a 30-foot compo board
skyscraper in front of the New York Ritz
attracted attention to the lobby o?i Universal's “Top of the Town.” Manager
Howard Ralston had a sign made offering
passes to those who could jerk a rope and
send the elevator up the skyscraper so that
it stopped at a bell which then rang.

•
R. H. Macy & Co. are featuring safety
stilts, so simplified that they are adaptable
for a child as young as three, in a tieup
arranged

FOR "STAR IS BORN"
Washington — Cashing

poCKET-SIZE

for Hall Roach’s “Our Gang.”

When a circus was playing in his bailiivick, Walt Feist, manager of the Princess,
Springfield, Mo., borrowed “Billy Sunday,”
a circus elephant, placarded the pachyderm
ivith copy for the Universal serial, “Jungle
Jim,” playing at his theatre.
First scenario ever published in toto in
a newspaper was that of UA’s “A Star Is
Born.” Stunt was promoted by Charles
Schlaifer, UA publicity man, and the scenario was run in serial form in the San
Francisco Times. Considerable interest resulted.

•
Six feeder territories in Harrisonburg,
Va., were covered by Frank Shaeffer of the
Virginia Theatre for RKO's “Shall We
Dance” by using the company’s regular
tabloid on the picture, changing the tabloid only to get a direct appeal. Across
the top of the front page was printed, “To

DAIRY AIDS SELLING

the moviegoers of

"TOP OF THE TOWN"
San

Diego,

Calif. — A time-worn

trick is

as good as you make it, witness the tieup
arranged by A1 Sobler, Spreckels Theatre
manager, with a local dairy whereby kids
were allowed to see Universal’s “Top of the
Town” for five cents plus a Scotter Bar
wrapper.
The dairy flooded the town with 10.000
heralds, and 600 grocery and drug stores
carried announcements plugging the affair. Smash business resulted, and Sobler
was paid by the dairy for each wrapper
taken in at the boxoffice.
As part of the campaign for “Top of the
Town” Sobler also arranged window displays with several department stores.

Bob

0

”

Russell of the Poll, New

Haven,

availed himself of A1 Pearce’s appearance
on the Ford Motor hour and his appearance in Republic’s “Hit Parade” to promote a new Ford parade for the film’s
opening. The cars toured the town appropriately bannered with picture copy and
star cutouts.
0

A membership

of 5,000 is the ambition of

City Manager Bob Talbert of Wilby-Kincey
in Spartanburg , S. C., for a kid Mickey
Mouse Club. Object, of course, is to increase theatre attendance for W-K houses
in Spartanburg . Several thousand kids are
enrolled in the State Theatre’s Popeye
Safety Club which meets Saturdays and
sees motion pictures.
BOXOFFICE

:: June 5, 1937.
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Diversified Buildup
New

I GOODWILL

Sells "Make Way"
York — Paramount’s

“Make

Way

for Tomorrow” is a human interest picture
which rates a big advertising and exploitation campaign — one larger than the ordinary campaign for a film of the sentimental variety. The Criterion Theatre here,
realizing it had a picture that would build
following word-of-mouth publicity, had a
special invitation card for two sent to a
selected list of teachers, business men,
rabbis, ministers, etc.
The name of the invitee was written on
the back of each card and when used the
theatre got in touch with them for a comment on the film.
Preview screenings were held for women’s clubs officers, other women’s organizations, educators’ groups, and others, and
a large mailing with endorsement letters
by these officials was then sent to their
respective lists.
It is a rare picture that will secure the
endorsement of insurance groups, but
“Make Way for Tomorrow” was described
by insurance men as a picture “without
propaganda, constituting the finest plea
for old age security that has ever been
presented to the American

SHOWMEN

public.”

SeLUn^ Seati
BUILDER

|

Using Theatre as Center
for Local Groups
New

York — Offering

the use of a small

town or suburban theatre as a meeting
place for local or neighborhood groups is
an effective means of implanting the idea
that a theatre is a community center and
instills in the residents the habit of coming to the theatre for their entertainment.
James Nash, manager of the Forest Hills
Theatre, Forest Hills, L. I., is the kind of
showman who likes to make his houses the
focal point of the community. With nearly 100 clubs of different sorts to draw
from, Nash and his children’s councillor.
Miss Ehrig, hit upon the plan of contacting all these groups en masse right in the
theatre.
Motion picture councils or committees
have been created in each club and the
chairladies of each have been invited to
meet at the theatre every second week to
discuss their mutual problems. This forum
has presented Manager Nash with an excellent opportunity to outline the recommended pictures coming to the theatre and
has built immeasurable goodwill for the
house.

PIG IN LOBBY FOR
"WAIKIKISwee,WEDDING"
manager of the

Knickerbocker Theatre, neighborhood
house belonging to the Associated Theatres circuit, believes in getting into the
atmosphere of a picture when he goes out
to exploit it. So, to exploit Paramount’s
“Waikiki Wedding” he provided the proper
local color by duplicating “Wafford,” the
popular pig who shares stellar honors with
big Bob Burns.
“Wafford the Second,” as he was duly
called, held a series of receptions in the
Knickerbocker lobby and for a week prior
to the showing of the picture, exerted his
charm so that he became the pet of the
neighborhood. In fact, “Wafford the Second” became so popular that there was a
regular scramble when Manager Swee announced he was giving him away as an
extra prize on Movie Sweepstake Night.

Detroit — Capitalizing

HIT

on the popular

ac-

claim of Joe Louis and the interest that
Negroes have in the forthcoming heavyweight championship bout in Chicago, Saul
Korman, operator of the Grant Theatre,
colored house here, has struck on a new
twist to an old idea.
Korman successfully advertised he would
give away two tickets to the Louis-Braddock fight including railroad fare to Chicago four nights before the bout.
BOXOFFICE

New

York — Boy

Ballyhoo Used in
. Racing Marathon
Boston — Joseph

Di

Pesa,

veteran

pub-

licity manager for Loew’s State and Orpheum theatres here, capitalized on the
B. A. A. marathon by spotting in the contest two athletes who carried on their backs
cards reading: “We’re running to see Jean
Harlow and Robert Taylor in ‘Pei’sonal
Property’ at both Loew’s State and Orpheum theatres.” The lads legged the last
two miles in the race and finished seven
minutes, no less, ahead of the runners.
The crowds looking for the identifying
numbers on their backs saw instead the
Loew’s legend. It was ballyhoo in running
trunks.
Publicity Director Joe Di Pesa, aided by
Joseph and A1 Longo of the exploitation
office, went to town throughout the feature’s booking at the twin first-runs, landing a six-day serialization in the Boston
Globe, full pages on Jean Harlow and
Robert Taylor in both the Boston American
and Boston Post, roto spreads in the Sunday Herald, and cooperative ads with
Rogers Jewelry stores and other concerns.
Five thousand commentators were promoted and sniped. Twenty-five window easels
were placed in the choice locations. Rear
tires on the local fleet of central cabs bore
publicity for “Personal Property.”

Scout

interest

and

co-

operation in publicizing a forthcoming
Grand National feature, “Tex and the Boy
Scouts,” is assured through arrangements
completed by Edward Finney, producer of
the picture, through James E. West, chief
scout executive. Strong exploitation that
will redound to the benefit of exhibitors
throughout the country is being planned in
conjunction with the Boy Scouts of America.
The film is a Tex Ritter western, and as
a buildup for Ritter, Finney has arranged
a personal appearance tour for him, starting in Hollywood June 22 and closing eight
weeks later. Boy Scout tieups will be effected in each city.
Further Boy Scout interest is expected
in the appearance of scout troops in the
picture. A camera crew is to be sent to
Washington, D. C., to film highlights of
the national Boy Scout Jamboree, June
30 to July 9, with more than 25,000 scouts
from all parts of the world participating.

NEWSPAPER TIEUP
PROVES EFFECTIVE
Rochester,

Cleveland — Louis

PRIZEFIGHT TICKET
GIVEAWAY MAKES

Boy Scout Backing
for Tex Ritter Film

N. Y. — A classified ad stunt

used by Lester Pollock of Loew’s Rochester
on UA’s “Fire Over England” can be applied to almost any picture.
Pollock placed a quarter-page ad in the
classified section of a leading newspaper
with copy headed: “Thrills in store . . .
win guest tickets to see ‘Fire Over England’
Readers
requested to turn to the
Loew’s.”
at were
Friday
classified want ad section and by using
the first letter of the first word of the
ads to construct the title of the picture.
After clipping and pasting them on a sheet
of paper or cardboard, they were to be
mailed to the classified contest editor, with
senders of the first 25 best receiving tickets by mail.

ITALIAN

INTEREST

D"
AHAexploiGAL
FOR "KID
neat and
unusual

Cleveland — A

tation campaign for “Kid Galahad” at
Warner’s Hippodrome was carried out by
Sid Dannenberg of the Warner organization. Cashing in on the Italian angle in
the picture, Sid sold the Italian consul the
idea of cooperating in a plan designed to
reach all Italians living in the Greater
Cleveland area.
Learning of a big Italian meeting to be
held the day of the opening of the picture,
Dannenberg had 5,000 four page 4x3 inch
notices printed for distribution with another 5,000 of them mailed to Italians
throughout the city. The stunt definitely
established “Kid Galahad” among the Italian population.

:: June 5, 1937.
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SELLS

AND

BUYS

EQUIPMENT.

Classified Ads
GENERAL
LIFETIME

THEATRES.

10c Per Word,

Payable

in Advance.
USED

EQUIPMENT

SEATS

LAST

^leatlna

SERVICES

FOREVER—

Soundheads, $15.00 up. Unusual values. S. O. S. 636-BV Eleventh Ave., New
York.
6-5

FOR SALE — The liveliest spot in the
south; government spending fifteen million
on a big dam; also a gold mine opening
near here June 1. Theatre seats 350; good

up.

Sterling Suprex Lamphouses, $129.50. Catalog Free. S. O. S. 636-BV Eleventh Ave.,
New York.
6-5

We

THEEvent

is on

now! Savings 20 to 50% on Projectors, Sound Equipment, Chairs, Screens, Air
Conditioners, Accessories, Supplies, etc.
Send

Theatre,

have what you need. Midwest Theatre Supply Co., 1223 So. Wabash Ave.,

today for Bargain Catalog. Consolidated Theatre Supply Corp., 1600-C Broadway, New York.
tf (b4-3)

HAVE
PROSPECTS
to buy and sell
35 mm. and 16 mm. portables. Write your
needs or what you have for sale. F. Shafer,
Washington,

Ind.

AND

WILL
Texas;

6-5

WE’RE BLOWING
ABOUT OUR BLOWERS—$37.50 up. “COOLA-WEATHER”
AIR WASHERS. $495.00 up. Special Sale
Corozone Midget, $7.95; Jr. $9.95; DeLuxe
$12.95; Model A, with Fan, $15.95; Model
B. with Fan. $19.95. Free Air Conditioning
Bulletin. S. O. S. 636-BV Eleventh Ave.,
New York.
6-5

SOUND

City, Mo.

SELL
an

6-26

half or all of theatre

established

profitable

at Lott,
business;

with $400 worth of latest equipment. Just discovered new oil field one
6-5
mile from Lott. D. F. Luckie, Goliad, Tex.

EQUIPMENT

WANTED

URGENT
NEED
FOR
RCA
SOUNDHEADS, SIMPLEX, POWERS
PROJECTORS, ARC LAMPS, Rectifiers, Generators, Lenses. Will pay top prices. Box 839
Boxoffice,

4704

E.

9th

St.,

Kansas

THEATRES
EXPERIENCED

MANAGER

6-5

4704 E. 9th St., Kansas

SMALL

THEATRE

City, Mo.

6-5

to rent, fully equip-

ped, preferably in the south. J. J. Rodriquez, 8608 Birch St., New Orleans, La. 6-5

KOZONO, the machine that eliminates
all odors electrically. Used by theatres in
27 states. Small cost. No upkeep. Write
for catalogue. Representatives wanted.
The Kozono Co., Charlotte, N. C. tf (b3-13)

THEATRICAL

will operate

theatre on percentage. References and
bond furnished. Address B-841, Boxoffice,

City,

Mo.

WANTED

DATE

AND

RECORD

BOOKS

EXHIBITORS
ATTENTION!
Here’s the
best date and record book ever offered
exhibitors. It not only has everything the
exhibitor wants, but is combined with the
PICTURE GUIDE. The combination book

PRINTING

6x9 HERALDS — 5 thousand — $4.25. 3x8
Heralds — 5 thousand $3.00. 1/3 deposit.
F. O. B. Atlanta. Free cut service. Quaker
Printery, 643 Washington St., Atlanta, Ga.
5-24-38

is given free to exhibitors with a year’s
subscription to Boxoffice. Price, only
$2.00 for a year’s subscription (52 issues).
Order from subscription Dept., Boxoffioe,
4704 E. 9th St., Kansas City, Mo.

EQUIPMENT

COMPLETE
line of Lafayette FacsimiliTone theatre sound systems, theatre accessories and amplifying equipment. Send
for free descriptive theatre bulletin No.
T 26-FR, 100 Sixth Ave., New York; 901
W. Jackson Blvd., Chicago; 430 W. Peachtree St., N. W., Atlanta.
7-17

THEATRE

HERE

IS YOUR

HANDY

ORDER'*

BOXOFFICE,
4704 East Ninth St.,
(Send Cash
Kansas City, Mo,
Kindly insert the following ad
HOUSE" section, running through ALL

With Order) j
seven

BLANK

j 10c a word
J ^ insertions
price of 3

times in your "CLEARING
sectional editions of BOXOFFICE:

CHAIRS

HAVE A CHAIR— OR A THOUSAND.
HUGE
SELECTION,
75c up.
MANY
FAMOUS
makes, reconstructed, refinished.
Bargain Sheet 15L Free. S. O. S. 636-BV
Eleventh Ave., New York.
6-5

38

6-5

equipped

VENTILATING

BARGAINS — Reconditioning Arctic NuAIR blowers, noiseless drives, air washers.
Write for prices. Southern Air Conditioning Corp., 101 Walton, Atlanta, Ga. b2-27

N. C.

LEASE, EQUITY
in 300-seat theatre,
Minnesota. B-840, Boxoffice, 4704 E. 9th

tf (b3-13)

DEODORIZERS
COOLING

Murphy,

St., Kansas

AMPLIFIERS, featuring 40 unique improvements, including Audio-Matic Volume
Control. Size for every theatre. Write
S. O. S. 636-BV Eleventh Ave., New York.
6-5
SPECIAL DIVIDEND VALUES TO
ATRE OWNERS. Our big Clearance

location; now playing vaudeville and pictures; a good buy for anyone with the cash.
in touch with the manager. Strand

Get

et Machines and Choppers — Screens —
Lenses — Parts for All Machines. ASK US.

Chicago.

BUY
DIRECT— SAVE
MONEY
ON
BRILLIANT NEW S. O. S. METAL TUBE

FOR SALE

ELKS THEATRE, building, seats and 6-12
entire equipment. Box 395, New Iberia, La.

SIMPLEX
PROJECTORS
and Parts—
Lamphouses — Chairs — Sound Equipment
and Parts — Generators — Rectifiers — Tick-

EQUIPMENT

Request*

THEATRES

EQUIPMENT

PAGES PACKED
WITH BARGAINS. NEW S. O. S. CATALOG
FEATURES Large capacity Blowers; with pulleys and belts, $59.90. Opticals, from $9.95.
Mirro-Claric Soundheads, special $76.75.

NEW

on

HALF AND MORE ON GUARANTEED USED LAMPHOUSES,
PROJECTORS, RECTIFIERS, Generators — everything for Theatres. Used Amplifiers, $19.50

front row upholstered and replacements for veneers. Sample $1.60; 100 lots
$1.35 & $1.40. 1300 chairs panel back box

NINETY

$1.00. Display Rates

SAVE

Replace

spring seats, $1,651/2. Mayer Silverman,
1010 Forbes St., Pittsburgh, Pa.
6-26

Minimum

•ljou6e

Blind ads — 10c extra to cover cost of postage,
(Don’t forget to count words in name

and address that is to appear in the ad.)

♦Address copy to BOXOFFICE,
Forms close Monday noon

4704 E. Ninth St., Kansas City,
preceding publication date.

Mo.

NEWS

AND

THE

VIEWS

PRODUCTION

CENTEIR

STBIKE lEMERS RENOUNCE TRUCE
Hollywood Prepares
for Last 3 Parleys
Hollywood was to have a few days’
breathing spell next week in which to prepare for the onrush of the third and last
group of motion picture sales conventions
which have kept the film capital in a whirl
for the past month.
With 20th Century-Fox and Republic
having wound up their meetings, an air
of convention inactivity will hover over
the studio city until June 10, when Paramount will bring its sales force and distribution personnel here for the company’s
annual four-day session. Conventionites
will huddle and headquarter at the Ambassador Hotel.
RKO Meets June 16
No sooner will the Paramount confab
have terminated than RKO Radio will
descend en masse June 16. Home office
and studio executives, sales and distribution forces will linger for four days, also
headquartering at the Ambassador Hotel.
Immediately following the RKO Radio
contingent, Columbia will import its sales
personnel and other company executives,
with the vanguard arriving June 21 to stay
for an equal length of time.
After this heavy schedule Hollywood will
be conspicuous by the absence of sales conventions in any shape or form for an indefinite length of time, as the only remaining company — Gaumont British — has not
announced the date for one of its regional
sales conferences scheduled to be held in
the film city.

Two-Way

Artist

Replacing pencil and ink with greasepaint, Charley Meggs, Paramount artist in
the advertising department, made his
debut as an actor last week in opening
scenes of Lucien Hubbard’s “Ebb Tide.”
The film is being made in Technicolor with
Oscar Homolka, Prances Parmer, Ray Milland and Lloyd Nolan featured. James
Hogan directs.

Renowned Presidency
for Louis Lurie
Louis R. Lurie, San Francisco theatre owner and financier, is scheduled
to he elected president of Renowned
Artists, Inc., at a hoard meeting early
next week, while Garfield D. Mermer,
treasurer and vice-president, came in
from San Mateo last week to take
headquarters on the Selznick International lot, where Renowned has
established its offices.
A switch in production plans has
heen made, suhstituting “Quiet,
Man,” to he directed hy John Ford,
for “Trade Winds,” which Tay Garnett was to have produced, as the
company’s

initial production. Renowned’s releasing contract with
United Artists has heen signed.
The

new company’s 1937-38 production schedule will he announced
hy George Schaefer, UA sales chief,
at the UA regional sales convention.

JOHN

FORD DENIES
PACT WITH ZANUCK

Simultaneously with Renowned Artists’
announcement of organization and production plans, which included the making of
a film by John Ford, came a statement by
Darryl Zanuck of 20th Century-Fox that
he had signed Ford to a long-term exclusive directorial deal.
Both Ford and Renowned, however, denied the existence of the 20th Century-Fox
exclusive contract, and spokesmen for Renowned substantiated the company’s claim
on Ford’s service by revealing that he had
affixed his signature to a deal whereby
he becomes a producer- director and member of Renowned’s board of directors. He
is to produce and direct not less than one
picture yearly for the next five years.
His salary, plus a division of the company’s profits, will net him an estimated
$150,000 per picture, spokesmen declared.

WESTERN EDITION Is One of the Seven Sectional Editions in Which BOXOFFICE Is Published Weekly. The
Other Six Editions Are: NEW ENGLAND, MIDEAST, CENTRAL, MIDWEST, SOUTHERN, EASTERN.

Mass Meeting Votes Down
Painter
Officer's
Pact Union
With lATSE
The film capital’s month-old studio
strike came to a halt early this week for
few hours while strike-leaders and labor
officials conferred on terms for a permanent armistice, but was resumed when
directors of the Federated Motion Picture
Crafts, incensed at what they termed an
unauthorized calling-off of the strike,
voted to stay out and resume picketing.
Peace

Short-Lived

Peace loomed temporarily when Joseph
Clarke, international vice-president of the
Painters’ Brotherhood, leaders of the walkout, arrived in Hollywood to huddle with
George Browne, International Alliance of
Theatrical Stage Employes’ president, Pat
Casey, producers’ representative, and Edward Fitzgerald, U. S. labor commissioner.
He agreed to order a return to work and
to relinquish jurisdiction over draftsmen,
makeup men and hairdressers to the
lATSE, a point for which painters had
long held out.
Strike Director Charles Lessing, however,
called an immediate mass meeting of
FMPC members and voted down Clarke’s
peace terms, indicating the possible withdrawal of the painters from the international affiliation and its subsequent inclusion in the CIO.
Can

Outlaw

Strike

Clarke, however, aided by Browne and
Fitzgerald, has the power to have the strike
outlawed, which would mean virtual defeat
for the FMPC.
Clarke, Casey and Browne had agreed
on admittance of painters on a closed shop
basis with a ten per cent salary increase.
Relinquishing of jurisdiction over the present affiliated crafts, however, proved the
point on which Lessing pounced to continue the strike. Painters had repeatedly
refused to enter the studio basic agreement.
Painters were informed at the New York
labor-producer confabs some two months
ago that they could become a part of the
agreement if they would divorce the other
crafts but painter-leaders were adamant
at that time. It was on this issue that the
brotherhood aligned itself with the FMPC
and called the current walkout.

IVAN
SPEAR,
Western
Manager, Suite 219, 6404 Hollywood
Blvd.,
Hollywood, Calif., Phone GLadstone 1186. WALTER
BARUSCH,
201
Golden Gate Bldg., 25 Taylor St., San Francisco, Calif. JOE COOPER,
2417 Second Ave., Seattle, Wash.
JOHN
A. ROSE, 1620 Clarkson St.,
Denver. Colo. VIOLA
BROWNING
HUTTON,
605 Utah Savings &
Trust Bldg., Salt Lake City. Utah.

Screen Writers Guild to
Make Bid for Comeback
Successful

revival of the Screen

as the motion picture writers’ representative body hinged in the film capital’s mind this week on the unanswered
question of what attitude will be taken
on the matter by the Screen Actors Guild,
sole representative of Thespians in studio
dealings.
Dealt a crippling blow a year ago when
internal dissension resulted in a split and
the subsequent formation of the conservative Screen Playwrights, the SWG came
to life this week when its erstwhile members attended a mass meeting to lay plans
for a toe-to-toe battle with the playwrights
for the right to represent scenarists in labor dealings with producers.
Actors

Guild

Support

dopesters

Needed

maintain

that

the

SWG

can, with the Actors Guild’s support, win out in its fight. If, however, the
actors remain neutral or throw their weight
to the present writers’ representative body
the battle, it is felt, will of necessity be
carried to the National Labor Relations
Council — a lengthy proceeding — for nonpartisan arbitration and settlement under
terms of the Wagner collective bargaining
act. In this event, the SWG will be forced
to establish conclusively that its membership contains a majority of the screen
writing craft.
More than 400 answered the mass-meeting call this week to hear Ralph Seward,
regional labor board attorney, explain the
provisions of the Wagner act and to map
plans for reorganization and election of
officers. The question of establishing the
status of a screen writer was put to Seward
as a technical point by which the SWG
hopes to carry its fight into the playwrights’ camp.
SWG Meeting Next Week
Another SWG meeting is scheduled for
next week with Ernest Pascal, president
of the old Guild, as chairman. At that
time a nominating committee will submit
candidates for officers. A steering committee headed by Lillian Heilman, Dalton
Trumbo, Boris Ingster, Tess Slesinger and
Dudley Nichols has been organized to lay
plans for the furtherance of the recognition drive.
Officers of the old Guild, including Pascal, Seton I. Miller, John E. E. Paramore,
and the directors turned in their resignations in order that a new slate might be
elected.
Indications are that the Screen Playwrights, now holding the reins, will play a
waiting game, parrying the thrusts of the
more

“radical” scripters by using their recently-signed producer contract as a shield.

LOVERING
Otho

Lovering

JOINS

has left Paramount

a ten-year association
ger as film editor.

40

WANGER

to join Walter

after
Wan-

After

completing

one

film for the com-

pany, Andrew L. Stone last week terminated his production pact with Grand
National to accept a directorial spot with
Paramount.
Stone produced and directed “The Girl
Said No” from his own original story for
GN and was set to produce “Face the
Facts” for that company. He has received
no assignment under his new Paramount

Writers

Guild

Hollywood

ANDREW STONE TAKES
SPOT AT PARAMOUNT

agreement.
Grand National has replaced him on the
“Pace the Facts” chore with Richard A.
Rowland, with production set to start June
3 on the Stuart Erwin starrer. No director has been selected.
Stone’s film career began in 1919.
has been producing since 1926.

He

"FIT FOR A KING" IS
rOE E. BROWN'S
Here's how an actor looks when he
gets on the other side of the camera
and begins to function as a director.
Conrad Nagel (left) checks a point
in the script of Condor’s “Love Takes
Flight’’ with Beatrice Roberts and
Bruce Cabot, principals in the production. which was
as a megaphonist.

RECORD

Nagel's first stint

BUDGET

Following completion of the film Loew
will shift his releasing arrangements to
Columbia.

SET

FOR "IN OLD CHICAGO"

What is said to be the highest production budget ever allotted to a 20th Century-Fox film has been set aside for “In
Old Chicago,” which goes into work this
month with Tyrone Power and Don Ameche topping the cast.
The same production staff which made
“Lloyds of London,” Director Henry
and Producer Kenneth Macgowan,
been assigned to the picture.

King
have

Sam Shumer replaces Sidney Bidden as
story editor for Grand National. Shumer
moves up from the eastern story editor
spot, and will headquarter in New York.

Bidden resigned recently to produce independently.

Brown loins 20th-Fox
Harry Joe Brown, who recently signed
off as a Warner producer, has joined 20th
Century-Fox in a similar capacity. He
reports June 8 under a term contract.
Options have also been lifted on John
Ford, Henry King, Roy Del Ruth and
Annabella.

Carroll Takes GN Casting
Vance Carroll has been appointed to take
over all casting duties for Grand National,
washing out the individual casting setup
handled

by

various

GN

GRACIE FIELDS' FIRST
FOR 20TH-FOX DECIDED
“He Was Her Man” will be Grade Fields’
initial film for 20th Century-Fox. The
story is being written especially for the
English comedienne by Philip Dunne, and
will be filmed in England under Monty
Banks’ direction.
Samuel

SAM SHUMER GN STORY
HEAD; BIDDELL ON OWN

previously
ducers.

NEXT

David Loew has selected “Fit for a King”
as the title of the third and final Joe E.
Brown starrer which he will produce for
RKO
Radio release. The producer has
purchased film rights to the title from the
author of a book by that name to guarantee priority.
Richard Flournoy scripted the story to
which the title will be fitted. Edward
Sedgwick directs, with shooting to start
June 9.

pro-

Engel will be in charge of production, taking several 20th Century-Fox
players from Hollywood with him to appear in the picture.

Fowler Finishes
Gene

Fowler

has completed

his scripting

chore on “Jesse James” at 20th CenturyPox and has been released from the remainder of his contract. He plans to go
east
next
week to complete work on a new
novel.

Hoerl on Condor Script
Arthur

Hoerl

will script

his

original,

“Death Takes a Cruise,” for Condor. Conrad Nagel and Eleanor Hunt will be featured in the film, first of the Federal
Agent

stories
tional release. for next season’s

EDITS

SERIES

Grand

Na-

FINALE

Finn Ulback will edit the final Tom
Keene film in the historical action series
being produced by E. B. Derr for Crescent
Pictures. Abe Meyer is doing the musical
score from a basic song by Jack Stern.
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ACADEMY LEAVES SAG CLEAR FIELD
Eight Grand Natl
Features in Mill
Indicating that an early and substantial
start is to be made on its recently-announced production program for 1937-38,
Grand National this week had eight films
in the process of scripting and being readied for early production.
“Something to Sing About,” James Cagney starrer, is being smoothed out by Director Victor Schertzinger and Austin Parker, writer; “Face the Facts,” to feature
Stuart Erwin, is being scenarized by Betty
Laidlaw and Robert Lively; and “So This
Is Hollywood” is being scripted by Carroll
Graham for B. P. Zeidman.
Others

in work are “Honolulu Honeymo n,” a Zion Myers production being
adapted by Glenn Tryon; “Gorgeous,” Anna Sten starrer being prepared by Eugen
Prenke; “The Shadow Strikes,” which A1
Martin is writing; “Wallaby Jim of the
Islands,” being readied by Raymond
Schrock; and “Here’s Flash Casey,” being
adapted by John Krafft.
Being edited are “Sweetheart of the
Navy,” “Riders of the Rockies.” “Love
Takes Plight,” and “King of the Sierras.”

WM. STEPHENS SUES
LANNIN FOR $6,600
Hollywood was treated to a peculiar
ramification of the long list of agencyclient litigations which have come to light
in the film capital recently when William
Stephens, erstwhile partner in the nowdissolved Stephens-Kempner agency, filed
suit in superior court this week against
Paul J. Lannin, Paramount writer, claiming wrongful discharge.
Stephens, through his attorney, Harry
Sokolov, claims that when he and Alex
Kempner split their partnership, he had
taken over the agency’s client list under
terms of the agreement — which included
Lannin. Lannin, however, he alleges, retained Kempner as his agent, thus violating the compact.
Stephens asks $6,600 in commissions allegedly due him under the unexpired contract.

"Rosalie" Start Due

Producer

William Anthony

McGuire

will

put “Rosalie,” based on the Plorenz Ziegfeld stage hit, into work at Metro June 15,
he announced last week. Nelson Eddy,
Eleanor Powell and Ray Bolger will be
starred, with music and songs by Cole
Porter.
NEW

METRO

WRITER

Metro has signed Melville Baker
writing agreement.
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to a

Technicolor Expansion
Budget $1,500,000
A

$1,500,000 budget has been set
by Technicolor for an expansion program to take care of increased
business coming up during 1937-38
with the steady swing toward color
films.
The Hollywood plant will be doubled in size, work to get underway as
soon as Dr. Herbert T. Kalmus,
Technicolor president, has returned
from England. He is expected some
time in July.
A near-capacity schedule has been
booked for the present Hollywood
and London plants, necessitating the
expansion appropriation. Plans for
increasing facilities were laid last
year but were held in abeyance until
improvements in Technicolor processes and equipment had been perfected.
Capacity of the two plants at present is given as 100,000,000 feet of
film.

SCREEN DIRECTORS
AWAIT MEETING CALL
After shaping tentative arrangements to
petition producers for recognition under
the Wagner collective bargaining act,
swelling the list of studio crafts undergoing similar organization, the Screen Directors Guild was marking time early this
week
pending the calling of a membership
meeting.
King Vidor, president, will confer with
officers of the group in regard to certain
points in the drafted proposal before he
leaves for a six-month vacation in Europe.
At the Guild’s last meeting it was decided to include a demand that directors
be given the right to cut their own pictures, and to have the name of the producer eliminated from screen credits in
certain instances.
Date of the next meeting has not been
set.

BRANCH AGENCY IS
OPENED BY LOTTMAN
Declaring that the trend of theatrical
“names” to Hollywood for at least a part
of the year has made it necessary for an
eastern agency to be represented in the
film capital, George D. Lottman, New York
publicity man, has opened a west-coast
branch office here.
Murry Weintraub, of the New York office, and Jerry Olenick, previously associated with Ted Loeff, Hollywood publicity
agent, will handle Lottman’s business and
clients on the coast.
Lottman will continue his main office
in New York.

Bulletin Sent to Producers
Asks Termination of
Agreement

The question as to what the academy
of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences, which
had held an actor-agreement dealing for
Thespians with members of the Producers
Association, would do in regard to the pact
in the face of the recent recognition of
the Screen Actors’ Guild as the organization delegated to represent actors was partially answered this week when the Academy issued a statement to the producers
requesting termination of the agreement.
The bulletin explained that the revised
Academy agreement, which would not have
expired until 1940, contained a clause setting forth that “by mutual agreement between the producer and the artist better
terms may be granted to the artist.” The
Guild pact, it declares, extends nearly all
the conditions of the Academy contract
and includes changes which
substantial improvements.”
Requested

to Take

Effect

“seem
June

to be
10

The request for termination of the Academy pact was asked to go into effect June
10, when the Screen Actors Guild contract
was to become effective.
The

Academy’s board of governors declared that their energies would be turned

to strengthening of the Academy as “the
outstanding constructive inter-branch
prestige organization of the industry.”
The request was submitted to Harry
Cohn, of Columbia; E. H. Allen, Educational; P. A. Chase, Warner-First National;
Joseph M. Schenck, 20th Century-Fox;
William R. Fraser, Harold Lloyd; Hal
Roach; Samuel Briskin, RKO Radio; Louis
B.
Mayer, Metro, and J. P. Normanly, Universal.

GENERAL PICTURES
POLICY REVISIONS
Revision of production policies and budget allotments for the 1937-38 season is
being completed by Fenn Kimball, president of General Pictures, following personnel shifts headlined by the resignation
of Robert E. Welsh as vice-president in
charge of production.
Bill Doming replaces Welsh as executive
producer.
A complete new production setup is expected to be announced within the next
few days by Kimball, whose corporation
had produced one picture, “Three Legionnaires,” since its inception. Welsh, who
held a three-year contract, made an
amicable settlement.

RKO Casts Menjou
Adolphe Menjou grabs a featured spot
in RKO Radio’s “Stage Door,” and Whit-41
ney Bourne has been signed to top the cast
of “Flight From Glory” at the same studio.
will produce “Flight;” Lew
Robert Sisk
Landers
directs.

Program Reorganizations
Will Take Effect in Fall
Faced with a summer lull during which
most of the radio headliners will drop out
for layoff periods until fall, Hollywood’s
broadcasting chieftains have turned to
prospective plans for reorganization of important programs which have been airing
from here.
Latest topliner to drop by the wayside
is Dick Foran, Warner’s singing-actor,
who was to leave the Burns and Allen airshow after this week’s broadcast to be replaced by Tony Martin. He joins a group
of ether vacationers including Fred Astaire. A1 Jolson and Jack Oakie, the latter
of whom has been set for a return to the
airlanes September 28 for a six-week
stretch. He goes off the air June 22.
Penner

Away

Till

Oct. 3

Joe Penner will also go mute for a thirteen-week period during the summer,
checking off after the June 27 broadcast
and returning October 3. Another program will bite the dust June 11 when the
“Hollywood in Person” program goes off
for an indefinite period. It had been running for several months.
Slated for a thorough house-cleaning in
preparation for renewed activity in the fall
will be the Hollywood Hotel program. Unconfirmed reports hold that its producer.
Bill Bacher, and Louella Parsons, mistress
of ceremonies and guest-star sponsor, will
bow out after the June 11 broadcast, with
future plans for the program indefinite.
Although the Packard program, on which
Fred Astaire has been starred, will continue throughout the summer as a variety
airer, it also is scheduled for a heavy reorganizational drive next fall, headlined
by a barrage of film names as draw artists.
The Marx Brothers, Grace Moore and
Charles Butter worth have all been optioned for tentative spots, with Johnny Green
and his orchestra continuing their stint.
Amos

’n’ Andy

to Shift

Jan.

1

After the longest air sponsorship

on

record, Amos ’n’ Andy last week disclosed
that they will terminate their Pepsodent
contract January 1 to take over a new account. They will remain with the National Broadcasting Company.
The lure of the airwaves proved too
strong this week for Claudette Colbert, who
has previously confined her radio chores
to guest stints. She has signed for a series
of dramatic broadcasts with the Columbia
Broadcasting System, beginning October 3.
The program will originate here.
Miller

Broadcasting

to Newscast

Editing

personnel shifts this week

Aviator Pens Aviation
Yarn for Flyer
Screen play for ‘‘Atlantic Flight,”
the Dick Merrill starrer at Monogram, will he written by Dick Grace,
aviator and stunt flier, Scott Dunlap,
Monogram production chief, announced this week.

J. D. Clark Stresses
Radio Advantages
Coming as a direct contradiction to the
many exhibitor campaigns which have been
waged against the appearance of film
names on radio programs because of alleged dwindling boxoffice receipts, 20th
Century-Fox’s sales chief, John D. Clark,
told conventioneers this week that judiciously-handled broadcasting is a ticketsale booster which increases exhibitor business from 10 to 25 per cent.
The figures were garnered from a survey conducted in connection with the
ether exploitation of “Wake Up
which, Clarks asserts, boosted
far above advance estimates of
In face of the satisfactory

and Live,”
the picture
the grosses.
showing of

“Wake Up and Live” after its experimental
radio tieup, Clark declared, broadcasting
will be adopted as an exploitation factor,
with 20th Century-Fox players, material
and personnel to be available for radio use,
with complete studio control.
Clark said that 5,000 exhibitors with
three-year pacts to show 20th CenturyFox pictures are wholeheartedly behind
the studio-radio cooperative program.
All studio players have clauses in their
contracts giving the company jurisdiction
over radio activities.

UNIVERSAL REISSUES
IRENE DUNNE FEATURES
Three pictures are being reissued by Universal. All Irene Dunne features, they include “Magnificent Obsession,” “Imitation
of Life” and “Showboat.”
Studio gave no explanation for the repeats, following as closely as they do after

found ’Wayne Miller resigning his post as
publicity director for Mutual-Don Lee to
take over the editing and production of a
news broadcast by Sam Hayes, erstwhile
Richfield Reporter. Seymour Peiser replaces Miller. Station KHJ, Don Lee outlet, has appointed James Bloodworth con-

the company’s product announcement for
1937-38.
“Obsession” goes first, reopening next
week in Hollywood and Los Angeles.

tinuity editor, replacing Carroll O’Meara,
who leaves for an agency post.
Station KFAC has added John Kennedy,
an announcer.

Spencer Tracy will be co-starred with
Luise Rainer in “Big City” at Metro. Norman Krasna produces from his own original story. Frank Borzage will direct.
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Rainer-Tracy Teamed

His RCA assoeiates extend Ralph R.
Beal (left) a welcome to Hollywood
as Beal arrives to deliver a paper at
the annual convention of the Society
of Motion Picture Engineers. M. C.
Batsel (center). Photophone engineering chief, and Barton Kreuzer,
RCA recording engineer, form the
welcoming committee.

MONOGRAM RELEASE
DATES SET FOR SIX
Monogram

has set release dates on six

pictures on the company’s current production schedule. First to go out will be
“Blazing Barriers,” to be released June 23,
featuring “Junior” Coughlan, Florine McKinney and Edward Arnold jr., which
Aubrey Scotto directed and Ken Goldsmith produced.
This will be followed by “The Thirteenth
Man” June 30, a Lon Young production;
“Legion of Missing Men,” with Ralph
Forbes,
July 7;musical
“Riders western,
of the Dawn,”
Jack Randall
July 14;a
“The Hoosier Schoolboy,” with Mickey
Rooney, July 21; and “Paradise Isle” July
28. Mrs. Dorothy Reid producer the latter.

UNIVERSAL HAS SIX
IN WORK CURRENTLY
Hitting its busiest pace since January,
Universal had six pictures in the mill this
week.
“Too Clever to Live,” Lewis Foster directing; “Radio Patrol,” a serial which Ford
Beebe and Cliff Smith are co-directing;
“Hell on Ice,” Trem Carr production with
Arthur Lubin directing; and “Law for
Tombstones,” Buck Jones western, all went
into work this week.
“One Hundred Men and a Girl” and
“That’s My Story” have been shooting for
more than a week.

Metro Pacts Pope
Frank Pope has been signed as a writer
in Metro’s shorts department. He had
been in the publicity office.
GATES
Harvey
Fannie
Metro.

BRUSHING

HURST

YARN

Gates is doing a treatment

Hurst’s “Once
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^Iniinatlc6
Ray Milland vacationed at Ensenada
over the Memorial Day weekend.
*

A two-week vacation in New York is
being taken by Arthur Rose, Metro unit
manager.
★

Mr. and Mrs. Paul Kelly entertained a
group of friends at their San Fernando
Valley ranch over the Memorial Day Holiday, with Paul taking a fling at polo at
the Riviera field.

Lawrence Weingarten, Metro producer,
and his wife will leave next week for New
York to sail for Europe June 19.
*

he made Joseph M. Schenck an officer of
the French Legion of Honor, then was a
luncheon guest of Adolph Zukor.

Ruby Mercer, Metropolitan Opera star,
arrived this week in Hollywood to begin
her film contract.

J. Cheever Cowdin left last week for New
York en route to Europe, where he will

*

To prepare for his forthcoming film role,
Ernest Truex, stage and screen comedian,
was due in from New York this week. He
was to be accompanied by his wife and son.
★

*

remain until August covering Universal’s
foreign offices.
★
The William A. Peirces became parents
of a daughter, Carolyn, born last week at
the Cedars of Lebanon Hospital. Peirce

★

John M. Stahl was tendered a dinner by
Universal executives when he returned to
the studio this week after more than a

Director George Archainbaud has returned from an extended vacation at Ensenada.

year’s absence, during which he completed
an outside directorial-production assignment.

Maurice Conn came in from New York
this week for production conferences. He
was to return to Gotham later in the week
to open eastern offices.
★

*

Edward Finney planed out for New York
last week after a three-week visit to the
Grand National studios here.
★

Eric Linden checked in from an eastern
trip last week to prepare for a forthcoming film assignment.
ENDORE

TO REPUBLIC

*

His eastern vacation
Foy is back
desk.

concluded,

at his Warners’

Bryan

production

★

George Bonnet, French ambassador,
made the studio rounds this week. First

STAFF

STORY

A writing contract has been signed by
Guy Endore with Republic. He has been

BIGELOW

ASSISTING

DUNLAP

Scott Dunlap has appointed Charles J.
Bigelow assistant production manager at
Monogram.

Mad
Miss Manton”
has been purchased
Radio from Wilson Collison. Irene Dunne
starred.

Jerry Wald's original, “Night School,"
purchased by Standard Pictures.

RENEW JESSIE RALPH CONTRACT
Metro has given Jessie Ralph a new
term acting contract. She draws a role in
“Double

Wedding.”

Alexander

Korda

(third from

left)

departs for New York after termination of a United Artists stockholders’ meeting which resulted in the
virtual retirement from the company
of three of its founders — Douglas
Fairbanks, Mary Pickford and
Charles Chaplin — in a deal which
will involve millions. Left to right:
Basil Bleck, Korda’s financial advisor; Fairbanks, Korda, Miss Pickford, Emanuel Silverstone, Charles
Chaplin, Dr. A. H. Giannini, and
Samuel Goldwyn, bearing a copy of
the popular weekly magazine in
which his life is currently being
lauded. Goldwyn and Korda have
optioned the holdings of the Fairbanks-Pickford-Chaplin trio.
BOXOFFICE
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has

been

“Lucky Star,” a screenplay by Rene Miller and
Julius Klein from Miller’s novel, has been purchased by Principal as a Bobby Breen vehicle.

“Substitute
purchased by

LANDERS TO DIRECT "FLIGHT"
Lew Landers will direct “Flight From
Glory” for RKO Radio, picking up the
reins June 18. No cast has been set.

Prisoner,” by Max
General Pictures.

Marcin,

William Sexton, city manager for Loew’s
Theatres in Baltimore, arrived in Hollywood this week with his wife. They were
guests at the Metro studios.
★

Adrian, Metro designer, is on his way to
New York and a European vacation. Sailing on the Normandie, he will visit France
and the Paris Exposition.
★
Robert Taylor sailed for Hawaii
week to remain until late in July.
READY

BUYS

assigned to script “First Prize,” which Colbert Clark will produce.
“The
by RKO
will be

is Charles Rogers’ assistant at Universal.
★

has

YARN

FOR

PRINCIPAL

“Western Gold,” a Harold Bell Wright
yarn, will be scripted by Forrest Barnes,
Earl Snell and Bernard Schubert for Principal as first of the series of Smith Ballew
action pictures. 20th Century-Fox will
release.
HOWARD

WILSON

TAKES

UP PEN

Howard Wilson, who appeared in “Camille” for Metro, has doffed the greasepaint.
He reports to the studio this week as a
junior writer.

been

EXTRA
New

Dorothy
Bennett’s original, “Are
Husbands
Necessary?” was purchased this week
by Paramount as a starring vehicle for Claudette Colbert.

WRIGHT

last

COLUMBIA

York — Columbia

DIVIDEND
this week

declar-

ed an extra dividend of 50 cents per share
on common and voting trust certificates.

Counter Organizing Move
Made bg Ten Percenters
With a wave of organization for collective bargaining by various studio crafts
sweeping over Hollywood to an ever-increasing extent, the most unusual method
of procedure so far seems to be emanating
from the film capital’s actor-writer-story
agents, who are causing a variety of conflicting reports by surrounding their organizational activities with an aura of
mystery.
While the ten-percenters have appointed
no official spokesman, reports of their
organizational activities point to the setting-up of a protective association, plan.?
for which have been drawn up by a number of percenters variously estimated at
from ten to 17.
Fear

SAG

Regulation

The step is being taken, Hollywood’s earto-the-grounders believe, because of fear
on agents’ parts of the possibility that the
Screen Actors Guild, having obtained
studio recognition, will attempt to make
good on its threats to extend its powers
in a regulatory manner over the percenters. Repercussions along these lines hit
agents some weeks ago and is said to have
caused the organizational steps to be taken
as a defensive measure against the SAG’s
uninvited interest.
Indications are that producers will be
approached with the plea to deal only with
member-agents.

BERLIN WILL CLEF A
NEW ASTAIRE-ROGERS
Irving Berlin will write the musical score
for the next Fred Astaire-Ginger Rogers
costarrer at RKO Radio, which will go into
production early next fall.
Berlin wrote the music and lyrics for two
previous Astaire-Rogers pictures, “Top
Hat” and “Follow the Fleet.”

RKO Lifts Options on 3
Options have been lifted on Herbert
Marshall, Thelma Leeds and Gertrude
Purcell — the latter a writer — by RKO Radio. Marshall goes into “Fight for Your
Lady.”

Ready O'Brien Starrer

“Fools of the Legion” will be directed
by David Howard for George Hirliman.
It will be George O’Brien’s next starrer
for RKO Radio release.
JOHN BARRYMORE IN "ROAD SHOW"
John Barrymore has drawn a featured
role in “Road Show,” a Hal Roach
tion for Metro release.
BOYLAN

METRO

Malcolm Stuart Boylan
Metro writing staff.
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produc-

WRITER

has joined the

CHARLIE CHASE ON
RKO PRODUCING UNIT
Charlie Chase, comedian and writer, has
been signed by RKO Radio as special assistant to Pandro Berman on the production of “A Damsel in Distress,” Fred Astaire’s first solo starring vehicle. Picture
goes into work late in June.
George Stevens will direct, with musical
score by George and Ira Gershwin. P. G.
Wodehouse wrote the original.

ORIEN HEYWARD WILL
DEBUT IN PARA. FILM
Orien Heyward, formerly a model, will
make her screen debut in “Accidents Will
Happen,” a mystery-comedy, to be produced by B. P. Schulberg for Paramount
release.

“SO

WHAT?”
By IVAN

WHILE the Missouri shores of the
Mississippi River were

good enough

as the locale for Mark Twain's Tom
Sawyer, David O. Selznick, president
of Selznick-lnternational, went all the
way to the Bronx to find a youngster
to portray the immortal boy hero in
his forthcoming production.
For nearly a year, Russell Birdwell,
Selznick's publicity chieftain, has been
conducting a so-called suspense campaign anent the casting of this part,
during which time news and pictures
of an alleged exhaustive and intensive
search of every nook and cranny of the
United States have vied for a place
in the public attention with the incessant ribbing that has been allotted to
Birdwell's mentators
prize
stunt columnists.
by radio
and movie

com-

Now the praise artist — and the
word is used advisably — comes forward with a four-page brochure, fairly dripping with drama, pathos and
sentiment, to inform an eager and anxious world that the search has ended.
Young Thomas Kelly, 12 years of
age, has been selected to play the title
role in "The

Adventures

of Tom

Saw-

yer," which H. C. Potter will direct from
the script by John V. A. Weaver. The
Bronx youth has had no previous acting experience and was chosen. Birdwell emphasizes, from hundreds of boys
given screen tests. For three months.

GRAND NATIONAL TO
FILM SCOUT JAMBOREE
Highlights of the national boy scout
jamboree, to be held in Washington, D. C.,
beginning June 30, will be filmed by a
Grand National camera crew sent by Edward Finney, who has obtained authorization from James E. West, chief boy scout
executive, for a Scout tieup on the next
Tex Ritter musical western, “Tex and the
Boy Scouts.” A troop will appear in the
picture.

GREEN

WILL SCRIPT

"GOLDWYN

FOLLIES"

Howard J. Green will script “The Goldwyn Follies” for Samuel Goldwyn, working with Bert Kalmar and Harry Ruby,
who are doing the musical numbers.
The “Follies” will be Goldwyn’s first
Technicolor production imder his recently
announced plan to make all future pictures in natural hues.

Serial Script Ready
Scripting has been completed on Republic’s serial, “SOS Coast Guard,” by
Franklyn Adreon and Ronald Davidson,
who have been assigned a similar chore
on “Return of Zorro,” last of this year’s
episoders on the studio’s schedule.

Department
SPEAR

it is now confided, Selznick has secretly kept Tommy under the tutelage of
dramatic

coaches,

"preparing

him for a

final decisive test."
But, impossible as it seems, the momentous announcement was taken in
stride by Hollywood.

The film capital,

busy with such comparatively unimportant matters as studio strikes, conventions and rumored mergers, barely
paused to utter an unanimous:
"So what?"
It is hoped that the lack of interest
which attended the grand climax of
his campaign — or was it onti-climactic?
— will dissuade Mr. Birdwell from encouraging further a similar style of exploitation which lor months has been
evident in connection

with "Gone

With

Obviously the press and public have
the Wind."
grown
just as bored with conjectures
as to who will play Scarlett O'Hara and
Rhett Butler as they were with the longburning question concerning the search
for a Tom Sawyer.
Very probably, if the casting of Margaret Mitchell's novel is permitted to
be forgotten until such a time as something of a definite nature can be announced, such an announcement will
have

a chance of receiving a more enthusiastic reception than did the news

of Master

Thomas

Kelly's good fortune.
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THEATRES RESENT STRIKE PICKETS
20th-Fox Western
Area Out in Force
Los Angeles — Studio and corporation
executives and personnel from all departments on the coast attending the annual
convention here June 1-2-3-4 include.
Joseph M. Schenck, chairman of the board;
Darryl F. Zanuck, vice-president in charge
of production; William Goetz, vice-president and executive assistant; Sol M. Wurtzel, executive producer; Robert Fairbanks,
studio manager; Fred Metzler, studio treasurer; Edward Etaeie, production manager,
and Lew Schreiber, casting director; Harry
Brand, studio publicity and advertising director; Col. Jason S. Joy, public relations
counsel; Sol Lesser, William Webber, Erward Wobber, Frank Underwood, Arch
Bowles, Alfred McNeill, Ted Kirkmeyer, R.
Ricketson, E. C. Rhoden, F. L. Newman,
John Hamrick, M. Rosenberg, A1 Hanson,
Larry Kent, C. A. Buckley, George Topper,
Thornton Sargent, Cullen Espy, Dick Dickson, George Bowser, B. V. Sturdivant,
Homer Gill, Louis Christ, Fred Stein, H. C.
Seipel, Nick Turner, Dick Spier, William
Agren, William Steege and E. I. Sponable.
Attending from Western exchanges were:
Denver: R. J. Morrison, manager; Hugh
Rennie, E. M. Loy, salesmen; C. A. Larson,
booker, J. J. Aldrich, ad sales manager;
Miss A. K. LeGendre.
Portland: Chas. P. Powers, manager; C.
L. Robinette, salesman; V. A. Whitcomb,
booker; Herschel Pox, ad sales manager.
Los Angeles: J. N. Dillon, manager; W.
T. Wall, B. P. Robison, salesmen; Morris
Sudmin, booker; Elmer Youngs, ad sales
manager.
Salt Lake; Chas. L. Walker, manager;
J. D. McElhinney, J. L. Tidwell, V. J.
Dugan, salesmen; C. J. Hallstrom, assistant
manager and booker; C. A. Blasius, ad
sales manager.
San Francisco: Herman Wobber, district
manager; G. M. Ballentine, manager; A1
Laurice, Walter H. Cree, F. C. Bernard,
salesmen; J. W. Flanagan, booker; G. M.
Westergren, ad sales manager; Miss Rae
Telfer.
Seattle: H. Edmond, manager; A. Gollofon, H. P. Frederick, salesmen; J. W.
Brooks, booker; A. V. Piligno, ad sales
manager.
And the following are in from Canada:
Calgary: V. M. Skory, manager; P. L.
Scott, booker-salesman.
Montreal: E. English, manager; W. J.
O’Hara, salesman; J. E. Pearson, booker.
St. John: R. G. March, manager.
Toronto: J. P. O’Loghlin, district manager; H. J. Bailey, manager; W. J. Reid,
L. Lester, salesmen; J. W. Powis, booker;
S. Glasier, ad sales manager.
Vancouver: J. E. Patterson, E. H. Teel.
Winnipeg; J. H. Huber, manager; Charles Krupp, salesman.
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Would Give Free Tourist Camp Film Shows
Oakland,

Calif. — Frank

R. Church

Films of this city has launched a
campaign to place changing programs
of full-length motion pictures and
shorts in various summer resorts,
throughout Northern California without charge to the tourist camps. The
plan is to sell advertising trailers to
firms, with the trailers preceding and
following each film program.

Business Is Better
for Intermountain
Salt

Lake

City — Generally

improved

business conditions were reported by managers of Intermountain Theatres, Inc.,
houses at a meeting here last week.
The executives, who assembled at the
Hotel Utah for a conference with the company’s local executives, were addressed by
Harry David, vice-president and general
manager; Ray Hendry, assistant to David,
William Borack, booker; P. J. Ewald, treasurer, and Harry Ungerleider, statistician.
Preparations for a heavy summer season were outlined by David who emphasized that improved standards of theatre
service had been reflected in larger attendance and a greater appreciation of
product.
Attending

Those in attendance at the conference
included: J. R. Mendenhall, Charles Alderson, Ed Schumann and Wallace Cowan,
Boise; Earl Baughman and Rulon Dunn,
Twin Palls; Leo Henderson, Helena; Jack
D. Braunagel, Provo; C. T. Perrin and Ross
Glassmann, Ogden; Cyril Condon and Elmo
Nielson, Logan; Mark Neilson, Brigham
City; Boyd Braithwaite and Paul Skates,
Preston, Ida.
From Salt Lake City: Charles M. Pincus, Capitol; Holden Swiger, Paramount;
Nevin McCord, Victory, and C. Clare
Woods, Orpheum.

OREGON THEATRE
CHANGES & OPENINGS
Portland — Recent

changes

in

Oregon

personnel, house ownership, and new
houses :
H. E. Lawson has opened the Playmore
Theatre at Springfield; Travey Poorman is
now operating the Bungalow at Woodburn;
Dick Fisk opened his new theatre at Bandon on June 3; R. McKevitt, operating the
house at Newport for some years, will open
his second house at Ocean Lake, during
the week; Mid West Theatres, including
the house at Prinville, operated by H.
Piercy and Densil Piercy, will shortly add
to the chain by taking over the Nease
Theatre at Waitsburg, Wash. Densil
Piercy will become manager.

Association Letter Points
to Unfairness of Action
on Independents
Los Angeles — Picketing of local suburban and first- run theatres by the striking
Federated Motion Picture Crafts has proven disastrous to theatre grosses in many
instances, scoring a point for Strike Leader Charles Lessing, according to the interpretation placed upon a letter addressed
to all distributors in this area by Jack Y.
Berman, president of the Independent
Theatre Owners of Southern California.
Berman’s letter, a plea for early settlement of the strike, is as follows;
“Your attention is called to the fact
that independent theatre owners individually in this territory are being picketed
by the TMPC organization in their controversy with the studios.
Cites

Independent’s

Innocence

“It is needless for us to say that this
picketing is proving very harmful and disastrous to every theatre picketed and is
decreasing grosses in said theatres to the
point where they are operating at a very
heavy loss.
“The independent theatre owners individually have no quarrel with the FMPC
and it is quite obvious that they are innocent of any wrong-doing and are being
put in the ‘middle’ in this controversy, the
responsibility of which, as far as we are
concerned, is directly up to you to eliminate, as we are holders of your contracts.
Therefore we are appealing to you knowing that as a distributor you have quite an
influence with the producers whom you
represent and your protest to them will
hasten and materially assist in bringing
to a close the jurisdictional differences
that are going on amongst various labor
groups employed by the studios.
Urge

Speedy

Settlement

“We wish to protest the necessity of a
strike of this nature and urge your assistance to a hasty and speedy settlement inasmuch as not only are we suffering but
you are suffering as well, and we sincerely
trust this matter will be taken up immeITO members number about
tres in the southern California
diately.”
of these not more than a score
subjected to consistent or heavy

165 theaarea, but
are being
picketing.

UA Circuit Is Seeking
R & R Pasadena Trio
Los Angeles — Negotiations are now
under way between United Artists
Theatres executives and the Crown
City Amusement Co., represented by
Harold Robb and Ed Rowley, on a
deal involving a take-over of four of
the Robb-Rowley houses by the VA
circuit.
Theatres involved are the Park,
Washington, Strand and Pasadena,
all in Pasadena. Lou Anger is representing VA in the deal, which is
expected to be closed this week.
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EXCHANGE WORKERSMAKEDEMANDS
Newly Chartered Seattle
Union Striving for
Wash. — The

newly

formed

or-

ganization of “back-end” film row employes have now received their charter
and are known as the Film Exchange Employes, Local B21. Upon receipt of the
charter, wage and hour demands were set
up and placed before the various exchange
managers. Setting a date of June 14 upon
which the agreements are expected to be
signed, the governing body of the union,
aided by the local branch of the Motion
Picture Operators, have set the following
in their demands:
Head Shipper
Asst. Shipper
Head Inspectress
Asst. Inspectress
Head Poster Clerk
First Asst. Poster Clerk
Second Asst. Poster Clerk
Stock Clerk
Combined Poster and Shipper....

$42.50
37.50
30.00
27.50
42.50
37.50
35.00
30.00
42.50

Stock clerks are people connected with
poster rental offices. Part time workers
in exchanges are to get a dollar per hour
if the agreement goes through. A 38-hour
week is advocated and a two week vacation with pay is also in the demands.
Overtime for Saturday afternoons, Sundays and holidays, is also listed, and at no
time are the employes to engage in janitor work around the exchanges.
Theatre

Employes

More

Frisco

Union

Plans

Francisco — Unionization

marches

on in San Francisco, with this week seeing
formation of an Office Workers union
which will, it is planned, organize clerical
and bookkeeping staffs of major theatres,
theatre chains and newspaper and other
publications as well as those of other business firms. The San Francisco Labor
Council is giving the new organization active support.
It is rumored already that office workers, including confidential secretaries,
bookkeepers, etc., in both theatre chains
and film exchanges have been approached
to join. The Filmrow union formed some
weeks ago under the aegis of the lATSE
is limited solely to back-room employes
such as shipping and poster clerks and inspectresses. Whether wage and hour demands will be submitted to employers depends, of course, on the rate of growth of
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three

meetings

have

taken

place of the new ushers’ union recently
organized by Floyd M. Billingsley, president
of the Moving Picture Operators Union,
no wage and hours demands have yet been
made on theatre operators but persistent
rumors have it that regularization of hours
and increase in wages will be asked very
soon.
The ushers’ union has rolled up surprising strength in less than a month of existence, and now numbers in the neighborhood of 200 members. A wage increase
from the current basic rate of 40 cents an
hour to approximately 60 cents is said to
be one of the major objectives of the new
union.

Los Angeles

Parley

Los Angeles — Head shippers from all
the local exchanges met Tuesday, June 1,
on Filmrow, for a discussion of union wage
scales for all shippers, demands for which
will be made at the next union meeting,
tentatively set for early next week. A
$32.50 a week minimum was okayed, with
$40.00 for head shippers and $35.00 for
second shippers.

Parsons Presides
as Republic Meets
San

Francisco — Grover

C.

Parsons,

western sales supervisor of Republic Pictures, presided at the company’s first regional sales convention here on Friday,
following the national meeting of franchise
holders in Los Angeles earlier in the week.
Others attending here were Floyd St.
John, branch manager, and Sid Weisbaum,
W. I. Boland, S. C. Martenstein and C. J.
Crowley of this city; Francis A. Bateman,
branch manager, M. J. McCarthy and A. J.
Frey of Los Angeles; J. T. Sheffield, franchise holder, Ed Walton, branch manager,
and L. C. Tomlinson and A. W. Hartford
of Seattle; Gene Gerbase, branch manager,
and Abel Davis, F. W. Sheffield and James
Ecker of Denver; W. M. Hughart, branch
manager, and Robert Bloomer and Nina
Scott of Salt Lake City; J. H. Sheffield,
branch manager, and J. Rogers of Butte;
Harold Sheffield, branch manager, and Sid
Tewksbury of Portland.

AT

YOUR

SERVICE—

The Finest and Best Equipped
Precision Machine Shop on the
West
Coast for Overhauling
your
Sound
and
Projection

J^EWLY-DECORATED
remodeled, the
Gem Theatre will and
commemorate
its
twenty-first anniversary beginning this
current week when Grace Moore comes to
the theatre in “When You’re in Love.”
The
house is owned and operated by W. E.
Shipley.
The Wheaton Theatre at Weiser, Ida.,
is reported to have been destroyed recently by fire, the loss being estimated at
approximately $75,000. The origin of the
blaze is said to have been caused by defective wiring.
A gala Hollywood opening night is
planned in Salt Lake City for the world
premiere of Claudette Colbert’s new starring picture, “I Met Him in Paris” at the
Capitol Theatre this weekend. Theatre
doors opening at 7 p. m. for the special
showing. The Swiss resort scenes, which
locality is the setting for this production,
were filmed in Idaho’s newly-opened Sun
Valley, with winter sports photographed in
full swing. Regular prices will prevail at
this world premiere showing, it is announced by the manager, Chas. Pincus.
“Time Out for Romance” is the accompanying presentation on this bill.
Nearly 3,000 boys and girls packed the
Capitol Theatre Saturday morning last to
enjoy one of the shows presented through
cooperation of the management and the
Tribune-Telegram for members of the various Youth Activities clubs here. The
show was “The Hit Parade.’’
Alberto Gondero, Russian basso of moving picture fame, sings in Salt Lake City
within a few days.
Holdover productions currently include
“Shall We Dance’’ (RKO), transferred
from the Paramount to the local Studio,
first run, for the second week, and the
subsequent runs of a Wallace Beery in “Old
Hutch’’ and the accompanying picture,
“Wedding Present,’’ at the Star, operated
by Andy Floor, and “Love on the Run,”
starring Gable and Crawford, at J. Kerakis’ Broadway. The Paramount and Studio
are Intermountain units.

Lease Tacoma
Tacoma,

Wash. — The

Suburban
Dean

&

Moore

Theatre Co. has taken lease on the newest
suburban house erected at Lakewood Community Center on the Steilacom highway.
Moore has operated the Rialto Theatre
here for the past 15 years.

Special Film TRAILERS
Advertising your oustanding pictures
written up especially to suit your own
theatre requirements will surely bring
in better box office receipts.
Silent or with music
Quick

Service

work

guaran-

MOTION

Co. and Sound
SAN FRANCISCO,

Studio
CAEIF.

125 Hyde .St., San Francisco. Phone ORdway

Equipment.
teed.

C. R. Skinner Mfg.
290 TURK STREET

I^AIILT ILAIKIE

by Ushers

Elect

The union of doormen, cashiers and
ushers with a membership of over 300
have now elected their officers. Those
serving the first term are Frank Hood,
president; Frank McCormick, vice-president; Lawrence Wickland, secretary-treasurer; and Fran Power, business agent.
Executive board is comprised of Frank
Hixon, Bill Foley, Frances Atchison, and
Helen Harper. The group is now awaiting
its charter after which demands will be
formulated.

San

No Demands
Although

Agreement
Seattle,

the new office union, which to date appears not to have many members.

All

PICTURE SERVICE
G. E. KARSKI, Mffr.
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IILOS AWGIEILIES
e super, exchang
LBERGarrived
^ W. SCHWA
visor for Warner,
in town June
3 to negotiate for more poster room space
for the local exchange, made necessary
by the WB policy of renting rather than
selling accessories. It is planned to take
over the office now occupied by the film
board of trade, which is directly over the
exchange, and convert it into the needed
poster room space.
United Artist’s conventioneers leave Los
Angeles for Chicago and the Drake Hotel
on June 13, aboard the Union Pacific’s Los
Angeles Limited. Aboard the same tram
will be two special cars of Paramount employes, returning to the east from their
convention here. Guy Gunderson, UA
salesman, will stop off at South Bend, Ind.,
on his way home and buy a new Studebaker, which he will then drive back to
Los Ajigeles.

Elva Whittle, secretary to Republic’s
Branch Manager Francis Bateman, left
this week for a short business trip to Salt
Lake City. She will be gone about two
weeks.
Guy

Gunderson and Bert Pollard celebrated their recent good fortune in the
Schaefer Sales Drive by entertaining the
entire United Artist’s office staff at the
Wilshire Bowl. Prior to the party, the
group enjoyed a preview of UA’s “Knight
Without Armor’’ at the Paramount projection room.

E. S. Calvi is remodeling the foyer of
his Plaza Theatre, Hawthorne, to the tune
of $5,000. The work, under the direction
of Nate Smythe, will include new drapes,
murals, lights and carpets.
A. L. Woods, Woods Theatre, Chino, is
remodeling his 350-seater for the summer
season. Part of the rebuilding will include
a large play room for the kids.

Meyer Fisher, former head of Fisher
Film Exchange, Cleveland, has just purchased the Sierra Theatre, Eagle Rock,
from George Fink and Harry Goldfarb.
C. O. Davis has dropped his partnership
in the Oatman circuit, operating in Oatman and Cross Roads, and has temporarily abandoned the exhibition field to take
a vacation.

Earl Strebe has closed his Palm Springs
theatres and moved to Lake Arrowhead for
the summer, where he operates the Arrowhead and the Jacumba Hot Springs theatres.
Announcement will be made at the next
regular ITO board meeting, scheduled for
the week of June 7, of the location for the
next general membership studio luncheon.
Last one, held at U^iiversal, was reported
to have been a great success.

Temporarily abandoning the idea of
building a new exchange. Hi Peskay moved
his Grand National office force into 1910
So. Vermont this week. Space, formerly
housing the Four Star Exchange, has been
subleased to Peskay by Henry Sonnenshine,
who will keep office space upstairs in the
exchange.
(Continued on next page)
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California Legislature
Quits Sans Trade Blow
Sacramento,

N. W. MPTO Sec y on
Pre-Convention Tour
Seattle — James

T.

Hone,

secre-

tary-manager of the MPTO of the
Northwest, in preparation for the
big regional yneeting ivhich will be
held in Spokane on June 7, will make
a ten-day trip through the broad Inland Empire territory, covering the
two leading points in Idaho, Lewiston and Moscow.

Telco Announces
New Color Process
New

York — A mechanical

and electrical-

ly-controlled printing unit capable of turning out over a million feet of color film a
day with the same balanced color was announced last week by officials of the Telco
Corp.
The new unit, according to its backers,
because of its mechanical makeup, will
average less than one per cent in discarded
prints, not being dependent upon any
chemical action.
The color process will go on the market
under the trade name of Telco. It is the
result of more than five years of intensive
laboratory experimentation by Robert
Hoyt, president of the organization.
Telco will do no developing, but will confine its activity to the making of color
prints.
A $300,000 printing
by Telco in Brooklyn,
ion of President Hoyt.
at present planning
which is expecting to
the year.

unit has been built
under the supervisThe organization is
a Hollywood plant
operate the first of

GOLDEN GATE BRIDGE
OPENING HIGH SPOT
San

Francisco — San

Francisco

Calif. — The

California

state

legislature adjourned here this week after
several months of lawmaking during which
every statute aimed at the motion picture
industry failed of passage.
More than a dozen prospective laws
which would have affected the industry
were introduced during the session. Among
them were the anti-block-booking bill
based largely on the federal Neely-Pettengill bill, a measure to tax film, one imposing a tax on film manufactured outside the
state, one prohibiting premium games and
theatre giveaways of all types, including
merchandise awards, and several other, less
important ones. None were passed, and
the majority fell in committee.

HENDERSON WINS
PARAMOUNT DRIVE
Salt

Lake

City — Leo

Henderson,

mana-

ger of the Marlow Theatre in Helena,
Mont., was named winner a few days ago
of the Paramount silver jubilee di’ive, and
awarded a month’s vacation, an all-expense-paid trip to Hollywood and a cash
bonus of $100.
The announcement was made last week
by Harry David, general manager of Intermountain Theatres, at a meeting of the
organization here.
Wallace Cowen of the Granada, Boise,
Ida., was declared second prize winner, and
Cyril Condon, of the Roxy, Logan, Utah,
won third.
David also announces appointment of
Paul Scates as manager of the Grand and
Isis theatres in Preston, Ida., at this time.

More Slide Accounts
San

Francisco — A.

A.

Sheurman,

spe-

cializing in slide advertising in Northern
California, has recently added several
theatres to his regular string in San Francisco, giving him a total of 15 suburban
theatres in which he places promotion
slides for various local business firms.
When required, Sheurman is able to offer
slide coverage of nearly 300 northern California theatres.

went

Fiesta-mad here last week, and a spirit of
general merriment reigned, even in theatres which, despite the fact that they had
booked excellent film fare, were half-deserted as 700,000 San Franciscans and a
million visitors from out of town thronged
to watch a plethora of parades.
Five days of festivities attendant on the
opening of the Golden Gate bridge between
San Francisco and Marin county featured
a variety of civic activities, balls, outdoor
pageants and similar exercises. Because
of the strike of 4,000 hotel workers which
had effectively tied up 16 of the city’s
world-famed hotels, out-of-town visitors
found accommodations in apartment
houses and private homes.

FLAT RENTAL
Minneapolis — The

ONLY

Northwest

Allied unit

in convention here this week went on record to make no new-season percentage
deals. Members resolved to buy on flat
rental basis only.

SOUND TRAILERS FOR ALL
OCCASIONS ... IN STOCK OR
MADE TO YOUR ORDER
Finest Quality .
Guaranteed

. . Lowest Prices
Fast Service

BLACHE' FILM LABORATORIES
47
Street, San Francisco Calif.

29:J Turk

^ IB A\ T T IL IE
^HE next meeting of the Motion Picture
Theatre Owners of the Northwest will
be held June 7, in Spokane. Gathering
will take place in the Davenport Hotel with
a large turnout expected. Jim Hone, executive secretary of the organization, is now
on a state tour calling on all exhibitors in
the territory.

Homer Hesey has joined the sales staff
of the Warner exchange, according to an
announcement by Al Oxtoby, local brench
manager. Hesey arrived from Buffalo, having been in the office there for a feiv
weeks. His home is New Orleans.
Another new face on the Row will be
that of Sam Milner, who joins the sales
force of Sheffield-Reublic. Sam was formerly in San Francisco but has made his
home here for the past few months. This
is the second man that Eddie Walton, sales
manager, has placed in the past few days,
the other being Rex Thompson, formerly
with the organization.

A visitor from Portland the past week
ivas Harold Mann of the Screen Adettes.
Harold has a group of features made into
16 mm. size. They are reproductions of the
7ieivest of major features and are in sound.
Guy Maxey, booker, Jim Parry, assistant
booker, and Don Weston, in charge of ad
sales, are all leaving for a Warner regional
gathering of bookers and accessory men
to take place in the Lemington Hotel, Oakland.
Denzel Piercy has taken over the Plaza
Theatre in Waitsburg, Wash. House ivas
formerly the Neace Theatre, owned by
D. D. Neace.
Looks like Seattle will have a “movie
colony” of its own. Charley Hardin, wellknown old timer not only on the local Row
but various ones throughout the country,
has a large piece of waterfront property
beautifully shaded by thick trees. Location is on the Puget Sound and in Mason
county. Name of the spot is Olympis
Shore. To date in the colony we find
Charley Grieme, exhibitor from Wenatchee,
drawing up plans for a beautiful home;
also George Pasken, prominent exhibitor,
is doing the same thing. Whitney “Si”
Young has his spot staked out and will
build in the very near future. Harold
Hardin already has his home built and
Mrs. Norman Dow, secretary to Al Oxtoby,
has just bought a French style home there.
Yes, it looks like the start of a colony.
Now that he is assured of Filmrow staying around his cafe, George Blair is going
to remodel the Rendezvous, hangout for
all the show business in Seattle.
Mary Gibbon, of the Sterling chain
switchboard, was rushed to the hospital a
couple of days ago to be operated on for
appendicitis. She is coming along fine.
Charley Powers, manager of the Fox exchange in Portland, calling on Bill Forman
here . . . Bud Benson in from Anacortes
. . . Dianne Geraldine is the name given
to Eddie Walton’s baby . . . Jack Rosen-
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berg down from Bellingham bringing some
cajidid camera shots of George Blair, Lynn
Peterson and Pete Higgins. The singleton
of Pete is a riot.
Gene Spear and Frank Christy fishing
over the holidays . . . Guy Navarre and
wife went out of town for their holiday . . .
Ted Kemper back from his tour of Alaska
visiting the army barracks . . . Bill Forman
and Jimmy
tains.

O’Neal both east of the moun-

Bob and Mrs. Bender back home to
Juneau, Alaska. Bob is in charge of the
daily there for his pop-in-law, who, by
the way, is the Governor of Alaska . . .
June and Nancy Blair over from the Island
for a shopping tour before Nancy’s birthday ... Mrs. John Hamrick driving a new
car ... Ed and Zella Lamb and Rufus
moving from a house into an apartment.
Johnny Larson back from the convention
in Indianapolis . . . John Jameson here in
advance of “Brother Rat.” His company
comes direct from Boston to the Metropolitan here . . . Jimmy Brooks buys a new
home on Beacon Hill . . . Theresa Olsen
back from the Los Angeles trip and bringing regards from Harry Mills to all his
friends.
Herndon Edmonds, Hap Frederick, Art
Golofon, Jimmy Brooks and Tony Filigno
all to Los Angeles for the Fox gathering
. . . Ken Renaud back in the Northwest.
He is publicity ace for M-G-M . . . Cecil
and Mrs. Gwinn in from Centralia.
J. T. Sheffield off to Hollywood

to attend

the franchise owners’ meeting at the Republic studios. From there to San Francisco for the annual convention . . . Danny
Matin back from the Grand National gathering. . . Walter Graham over from Shelton . . . J. E. Shields over from Ellensberg . . . Clarence Farrell from the same
town.

Francisco — The

house in the North Beach

Liberty,

enteringMark
Golden
State’s offices here just
behind
Keller.
Charlie

Moran,

formerly

manager

of

Herman Cohen’s Embassy Theatre, is now
with FWC, at the California, Market Street
second run . . . Phil Phillips, FWC publicity
chief, was out of town over the weekend.
Mary McGinn, who handles press relations for California Theartre Association,
up to Sacramento with her mother, Hulda
McGinn, for the weekend . . . M. S. Vidaver over on Filmrow from Oakland, where
he has been handling several political
campaigns but will now get back into theatre promotion.
Ellis Levy, booking agent, back in town
after a Hollywood sojourn . . . Fred Johnson, Call drama editor, interviewing Mildred Harris Chaplin when the ex-Mrs.
Chaplin appeared at a local stage house
in a so7ig-a7id-impersonations act . . . Arma7id Colm a7id Mumie Levy going over
All-Star’s monthly Fihnrow 7iews issue before it goes to press . . . Lawre7ice Borg
back fro7n a flymg trip to Napa, to see
how that new house is gettmg along . . .
Harry Harris
Cmema
Grill.

Iu7ichi7ig at Sa7n

Levm’s

Ernie Van Pelt, M-G-M exploitation
wizard, wasn’t looking for publicity, he insists— he was looking at the view. Just
the same, he got his name in the papers
when he was given the very first traffic
tag to be issued for a vehicle code violation on the newly-opened Golden Gate
Bridge. In company with Anita Page, star
of silent screen days. Van Pelt parked on
the Bridge the day of the opening.
Herbert Rose7ier, operator of the Clay
Inter natio7ial Theatre here, was surprised
— a7id delighted — this week whe7i he opened

Burlesk to Films
San

pHIL
ZENOWICH,
of . Levin’s
Avenue
Theatre, up manager
on Filmrow
. . and
Bob Tapper, at Levin’s Roosevelt, leaving
the Golden Gate Building . . . Dave Bolton

900-seat

section recently

vacated by Harry Farros’ burlesque troupe,
will operate on a straight pictures policy
when it opens there this week. Sid Goldtree, local theatre man, and Charlie Michaels, operator of the Kearney burlesque
theatre nearby, have taken over the house
and refurnished it with all-new sound and
projection equipment.

a copy of the current Reader’s Digest to
fi7id his Abb-seat house favorably meritioned in a?i article “Not By Bread Al07ie.’’
Chro7iicli7ig the ma7iner i7i which a you7ig
Sa7i Fra7icisco couple lives on $40 a mo7ith,
and he7ice are highly critical of what films
they see, the article says m 07ie place: “we
ivatch with interest the a7i7iou7iceme7its of
the Clay I7iter7iati07ial Theatre, and attend
7na7iy of their worthwhile

LOS ANGELES

Horry Seipel Is Winner
of Skouros Drive
Los Angeles — Harry Seipel, of Fox
West Coast’s peninsula district, won
$750 first prize donated by Charles
P. Skouras in the recently concluded
Anniversary Week drive. Second
place was copped by George Bowser, with a $550 purse, while third
money, $400, and fourth, $300, went
to B. V. Sturdivant and Will Steege,
respectively.

films.”

(Continued

from preceding page)

“Tommy” Thomas, operating partner
with Art Brick in the Palace Theatre, Las
Vegas, was m town this week on one of his
uifrequent visits. He was taking care of
S07ne

booking

matters

of Art, who is takmg

during

the

absence

a six-week layoff.

Word has been received on the Row that
Bill Haggart, former distributor here, was
recently married in Salt Lake City, where
he is representing Grand National Pictures.
BOXOFFICE

:: June 5, 1937.

COVEBiNG
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NEW
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AND

MAINE

UNIONEATION IN WESTERN MASS.
Mass. Legislature
Is Clearing Hopper
Boston — The

Massachusetts

legislature

may adjourn this week if no more bills
are brought before the bodies. During the
final sessions, attempts both to ban and
modify beano in the Bay State have been
nullified. A special commission has been
appointed to consider the measure which
seeks to raise compulsory school age from
14 to 16 years.
Decision on the so-called Boston Building Code bill was being withheld up to
the time of going to press. Joseph Brennan and other industry observers on Beacon Hill are keeping close tab on proceedings in case attempts are made to railroad
unfavorable film legislation through the
senate and house of representatives during
the closing hours.

GRUBER, BLOOMBERG
ROBBED OF PREMIUMS
Boston — The

premium

concern

of Meyer

Gruber and Harry Bloomberg was broken
into Sunday evening or Monday and robbed of an estimated 20,000 pieces of silverware valued by Gruber at $1,500. The
thieves gained entrance through a skylight and evidently loaded the cases into a
truck. Sunday afternoon, when Bloomberg
stopped at his office, he found everything
intact.
The stolen forks, knives and spoons were
uninitialed nickelsilver and cannot be
melted. Bloomberg and Gruber were insured.

Goldsteins Date Opening
Boston— Western

Massachusetts

Thea-

tres, Inc., will open the new house at Brattleboro, Vt., about Labor Day, according
to present plans of Nathan and Sam Goldstein, heads of the New England circuit.
The theatre will run in opposition to the
Auditorium, controlled by Peter Latchis.

REALIGN SEVEN LOEW
ASSISTANTS IN HUB
Boston — Local

Loew’s

assistant

mana-

gers are on the move again.
Vaughn O’Neill has been assigned to the
roadshow engagement of “Captains Courageous” which is holding over at the
Colonial. Frank Murphy, formerly of
Loew’s State, is now at Loew’s Orpheum.
Joseph Dervin has been transferred to
the Orpheum from the State, retaining
the office of treasurer. Walter Murphy,
taking the longest jaunt of them all, has
departed for the celluloid capital.
E. M. Dolan, assistant at the Poll, Waterbury, Conn., has been transferred to the
Plaza, Worcester. George Loukedis, student assistant at Poll’s, New Haven, succeeds Dolan. J. Poxe, assistant manager
at the Columbia, Washington, D. C., goes
to the Poll, replacing Larry Stark, who
has been transferred to the Rio, New York.

MONOGRAM OPENING
IS GALA OCCASION
Boston — With

a big smile and

a pocket-

ful of cigars President Ben Welansky officiated at the opening Tuesday of Monogram, the “major independent’s” Boston
exchange at 39 Church St.
Presiding over the oasis and not neglecting to garner the numerous contracts,
was Steve Broidy, treasurer and general
manager, while Leo Britton provided a
sartorial study in the midst of his active
selling. Phil Sherman, too, was actively
present among the Monogram welcomers.

EXTENDED OPERATING
WEEK IS CALVI GOAL
Boston

— Prank

Calvi

is attempting

to

gain municipal permission to extend the
operating week of the Town Hall in Cohasset. Calvi is at present exhibiting films at
the 500 -seat house two and three times a
week. He has petitioned the Board of
Selectmen for a permit to operate on a
seven-a-week schedule.

NEW ENGLAND EDITION Is One of the Seven Sectional
Editions in Which BOXOPFICE Is Published Weekly. The
Other Six Editions Are: MIDEAST, CENTRAL, MIDWEST,
WESTERN, SOUTHERN, EASTERN.

Over 100 Theatre Employes
Swell AFL Ranks
Outstate
Boston — Union

activities in New

England

film spots, formerly largely centered in
Boston, Portland, and New Haven, have
extended westward in New England. Theatre employes in Springfield and several
other western Massachusetts municipalities have been brought into the AFL fold.
Over one hundred members are claimed
by the new Green unit.
Boston

Extending

Accord

exchange

union,

Boston — The

having

established a standard wage and working
agreement with the larger major distributors, is going ahead with signing up such
concerns as Universal, Columbia and
Grand National. James Burke, business
manager, is expected to make a trip to
New York to settle negotiations with the
home offices. The smaller concerns have
not been generally approached as yet.
Hold
New

Organization

Haven — A

third

Meeting
lATSE-sponsored

meeting for organization of ushers, cashiers, and doormen elicited an attendance
of 75 representing leading circuit and independent theatre employes, from New
Haven and surrounding towns. A new
meeting was called for Sunday, and it was
promised that John Gatelee, international
organizer, would address the employes.
Cashiers are said to average about $14
weekly in the city, while ushers receive
as low as $8, with a few noted above the
$15 mark.

Few From New England
Milwaukee — A

delegation

of six from

the New England area attended the Allied
States National convention held here May
26-27-28. Included were A. Fishman, Fishman Theatres, New Haven, Conn.; M.
Hadelman, Cameo, New Haven, Conn.;
Arthur K. Howard, Independent Exhibitors, Boston, Mass.; Wilbur M. Peterson,
Orpheum, Somerville, Mass.; Nathan Yamins, Durfae, Pall River, Mass.; Daniel J.
Murphy, Ind. Theatre Owners of Mass.,
Bingham, Mass.

BRAD ANGIER, New England Editor, 14 Piedmont St.,
Boston, Mass., Phone: Liberty 9305. GERTRUDE PEARSON, Suite 915, 42 Church St., New Haven, Conn. C. A.
ROSSKAM, 106 Miller Ave., Providence, R. I.

MARBLEHEAD IS SITE
OF COLUMBIA OUTING
Boston

—

Columbia

has

chosen

Massa-

chusetts’ gem of the ocean, Marblehead,
as the spot where it will hold its local
outing June 12. Henry Greenberg, New
England accessories manager, has been
appointed chairman of the entertainment
committee for the Columbia Club affair.
Greenberg is being assisted by Edward
Young, Joe Wolf, Margaret Tedder, and
Anna Krim.
Lunch at the Fox and Hounds Club at
12:30 is on the schedule. The Fo’castle,
swanky seashore spot, will be the center
cf the afternoon and evening activities
which will include swimming, varied sports,
and dancing. Dressing rooms have been
reserved.

Providence Theatre
Staffs After Charter
Providence —
Business agents of the
Providence local of the lATSE and MPTO
last week sent in application for a charter
for a new branch local which will include
in its membership all front-of-the-house
employes except managers and office staff.
Union

officials claim

they

have

more

than

200 applications for membership already signed, taking in all eligible workers
in every first-run theatre in Providence as
well as a majority of the union second-run
and neighborhood houses.

Boston — Louis Gordon has taken over
the Satuit Playhouse in Scituate. The Cape
Ccd theatre had been razed by fire earlier
this year. Reconstruction has already
been started by the Maine circuit owner
who

has opened Boston offices in the Metropolitan Theatre building.

Nat Hochberg, according to Gordon’s
office, will manage the Satuit spot when
it is opened, probably the middle of July.
In the meantime, both Hochberg, who was
managing the Satuit Playhouse at the time
it was burned, and Frank Calvi, independent theatre operator and projection head
for the Joelson circuit, are reported to have
been dickering irrespective of each other, to
open the Victoria in North Scituate. The
Victoria has been closed for a number of
years.
Hochberg’s new position will likely mean
he will not go through with any plans he
had for operation of the Victoria.

PROPOSED THEATRE
SITE IS SWITCHED
New

Haven — The

site for Maurice

Bail-

ey’s proposed new Westville Theatre has
now been reported as switched from the
Whalley and Blake corner to another
Bailey-owned plot, 892-896 Whalley.
Bailey, at present operator of the Whalley Theatre, told the board of zoning commissioners he had struck construction difficulties at the site first announced. Both
pieces of property were acquired by the
Bailey interests early in 1936, and more
recently sites in Whitneyville and Bridgeport have also been purchased.

Fete Sternberg
Boston — Robert Sternberg, district manager in Boston for the M. and P. Theatres
Corp., was
Duck Inn
the guests.
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feted on his 14th wedding anniversary by a surprise party at Weber
June 5. Theatre men headlined

Boston — Three

films out of the last 36

to be reviewed by the Massachusetts Department of Public Safety, were passed
only after eliminations were made.
Commissioner Paul G. Kirk ordered the
scenes “showing woman nursing baby” in
the second reel of “Gypsies,” foreign production to be shown soon at the Fine Arts,
to be removed. “. . . For God’s sake,” in
the eighth reels of Imperial’s “Limehouse
Murder” and “. . . Damned,” in the fifth
reel of GB’s “The Tenth Man” were also
deleted by the censorship board.
Out of 24 vaudeville acts reported on an
accompanying form, five acts were ruled
out of the Bay State on Sunday, while
three other acts were required to modify
their routines to comply
lations on that day.

Tim O’Toole, Boston manager for Columbia, has contributed his prize check, received in one of the special drives in connection with the Montague sweepstakes,
to the Columbia Club.

L. GORDON ACQUIRES
SATUIT PLAYHOUSE

HUB CENSORS MAKE
DELETIONS ON THREE

gIGHTY-NINE
in the shade here on the
holiday and not much cooler on Sunday, giving all theatres a tough weekend
break which will put majority of the
houses far under their average gross for
the week. Strand was quick to buck the
first real heat of the year by putting its
cooling plant in operation as soon as the
weather man showed he meant business.
Albee and
quickly.

Loew’s

State

followed

suit

Along with hot weather comes indications that Rhode Island is soon to get its
first drive-in theatre. Last month a certificate of incorporation was filed with the
secretary of state for Loew’s Drive-In Theatre. to do theatre business in Providence.
Five hundred shares cojnmon, no par
value stock. Incorporators'. Clifton I.
Munroe, Evelyn D. Trudeau and Irene E.
Gauthier. There is no definite word on
the subject from E. M. Loew, head of that
circuit, nor from any of his local theatre
managers, but Loew was known to have
beeri in Providejice last week; is also definitely identified with a new drive-in at
Lynn, Mass., so it looks pretty much as
though he loill be behind the Providence
enterprise.
The State, Peacedale, which has been
leased by the Peace Dale Amusement Corp.
I Meyer and A. Stanzler), is to be reseated,
have new sound installed, new drapes, etc.,
and will then operate on a dual bill, four
changes a week policy. The Stanzlers also
operate the Community, Wakefield, and
the Casino in Narragansett Pier.
John J. Dunnigan, manager of the
Greenwich Theatre, East Greenwich, has
a neiv job and title. He has been elected
Tail Twister of the East Greenwich Lions
Club. What are his duties? Ask a Lion.

DUAL PREMIERE FOR "GIRL SAID NO"
Boston — The Grand National release,
"The Girl Said No,” will be given a dual
world premiere in Boston and Washington,
according to New England Manager John
Scully. The Gilbert and Sullivan musical
is scheduled to play both cities early this
month.

with

state regu-

GOLF TOURNEY WILL
HAVE MANY PRIZES
Boston — Over 40 prizes, according to the
committee in charge, have been donated for
the spring golf tournament which is to be
held by the Boston Friars Club at the
South Shore Country Club on Tuesday,
June 8.
A

program

will get under

way

with

a

luncheon at 1:00 p. m. Golf on the Hingham course will follow for enthusiasts of
that sport, while tennis, putting contests,
and even horseshoe pitching have been
arranged for greenhorns at the greens.
Card games will follow the banquet in the
evening. The film district as a whole is
invited.

FIFTEEN TO 20TH-FOX
COAST CONVENTION
Los Angeles — Arriving under the wing
of Tom Bailey, district manager, 14 other
delegates are attending
tional convention here

include:

the 20th-Fox nathis week. They

Boston: Tom Bailey, district manager;
E. X. Callahan, manager; H. S. Alexander,
sales manager; J. Feloney, J. Cobb, H.
Gold, Ed Eschmann, M. Simons, salesmen;
S. Berg, J. Connolly, bookers; S. Horowitz,
ad sales manager.
New

Haven:

B. A. Simon,

manager;

E.

booker;

M.

"Wright, salesman; S. Germain,
Weinstein, ad sales manager.

Glickman Enters
Boston — Milton Glickman, chain operator who recently disposed of theatres in
Lowell and Fairhaven, has taken over the
Crown in Millinocket, Me. He is expected
to put the house on the active list early
in September.

Comi Renovates Fellsway
Boston — The Theatre Service and Supply Co., headed by P. Edward Comi, has
completed a renovation job at the Fellsway
Theatre
uation.

in Medford,

an Irving
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WARRANT IS SOUGHT
FOR B. SILVERBLATT
wife of the forSOROKER,
jyjRS. SAM
mer American
Pictures salesman who
is now on the sales force of Price Premiums, has been seriously ill with blood-poisoning at the Peter Bent Brigham Hospital.
Edith Gerber, booker for the Julius Joelson circuit with headquarters at the Capitol Theatre in Somerville, weiit to her
home in Portland for the holiday weekend.
Sam Haas, theatre broker and former
Columbia salesman, will have his day in
court July 2. Haas is suing in Dedham
for $50,000 because of injuries sustained
in an automobile accident.
Abraham Shrieber, New York premium
man whose line is handled locally by Cy
Bunce, was in Boston the first of the week.
Deitch and Thornton
Gem in Arctic, R. I.

have

closed the

Boston — Bennett

George Kraska, operator of the Pine Arts
Theatre, plans to be in New York this week.
Abner Eilenberg, associated with the
Ramsdell interests in Malden, is convalescing.
Reginald Wilson, representative of the
GB home office, was in Boston last week,
conferring with district manager Marcel
Mekleberg.
Ann Leavitt has opened Leavitt’s Theatre in Ogunquit, Me. The summer situation seats 400.
William Queen, formerly of the M. and
P. Theatre Corp. home office staff, has
been promoted to the position of assistant
manager of the Egleston Square Theatre
in Roxbury. Edward Seuffert, employed
in the headquarters building, takes over

lawyer

for

J^OW
that
conventions
have Meadow
come and
almost
gone,
the air around
St.
is full of vacation plans . . . The Warner
Dan Finns and RKO Pitkins had better
fishing luck in New Hampshire than in
Maine . . . Barney thought seriously of
stuffing that 3-pound salmon for his new
office . . . Morris Rosenthal of the Majestic, Bridgeport, leads off the Loew-Poli
vacations with a trip to Nassau and Havan . . . Morris Nunes, Meyer Bailey and
Maurice Bailey off on a two weeks’ fishing
trip . . . A1 Kane started early and took
the long route to the Paramount convention, by boat . . . Lou Schaefer of the
Paramount is examining into cruises to
the north.

M.&P.NAMEHUBAN
TO HYDE PARK HELM

Phil Gravitz,
Speratore, UA
extraordinaire —
Decoration Day

Boston

Joyce Dana, theatre publicity woman
and dramatic writer for Hearst locally, has
been in ill health recently. Her condition
is reported as improved.

Silverblatt,

E. M. Loew in Lowell, and brother of Cy
Silverblatt, a manager for the circuit operator, has been ordered to appear in Roxbury court June 3 by Judge Joseph Palmer.
Police are seeking a warrant charging Silverblatt with two counts of manslaughter
and one count of operating a car so as to
endanger.
Two women pedestrians were killed and
a third critically injured when struck by
an automobile allegedly operated by Silverblatt in Boston. Silverblatt told police that
the women stepped from the curb into the
path of his car which he said was proceeding at no more than 25 miles an hour.

—

Marvin

Huban

has

been

ap-

pointed manager of the Hyde Park in
suburban Boston. The house, which M.
and P. recently took over from M. Spero,
was opened last Sunday.
Harry I. Wasserman, district manager
for the chain, was on hand for the unveiling. Huban has been assistant manager for a number of the Dorchester
houses in the past.

A Wholesale
Boston — One

of the

film

Buyer
district’s

Metro booker, and Therese
booker, made it vacation
each was married over the
weekend.

more

enterprising lads has devised a sideline by
which he may earn a few extra shekels.
Capitalizing on the film man’s perpetual
desire to buy this and that at wholesale,
the gentleman in question inserted an advertisement in the last issue of Boxoffice
in which he promised to obtain watches,
any make and model, for graduation and
other occasions at a 25 per cent discount
on retail prices. Business is not doing
badly, he states.

Erie Wright of Poli’s will be the big shot
in a small town when he goes back to his
school reunion in Midway, Pa. this month
. . . The Ben Louries and Harry Rogovins
were Boston weekenders over the holiday.
Adolph Johnson, reelected chairman of
the IGth ward Republican, after 12 years
of service.
The Paramount will feature Major
Bowes International Revue the week of
June 17.
Morris Joseph was the recipient of a
substantial check at the Universal convention, for making a suggestion tvhich
proved beneficial to the company at large.
Just another rumor: Some exhibitor’s
fancy is roaming around the old YWCA
building. Chapel and Olive, as a possible
theatre site . . . Henry Germaine, Para( Continued on page 55)

Queen’s job.
The theatrical post of the American Legion paid homage to film district deceased
on Memorial Day. A delegation placed
flowers on the grave at Beverly of Lt. A.
Vernon McCauley, war aviator in whose
honor the film men’s Post was
named.

officially

Harry Asher, General Pictures distributor in New England, plans to be in New
York this week. Asher, who is also national president of Epilogues, Inc., is laying
out a schedule for a near-future trip
throughout the eastern states in behalf
of the product of the latter concern.
Carl Singer of the Washington Street
Olympia Theatre is recovering from an attack of septic sore throat.
John Concannon, M. and P. manager,
has been appointed resident head of the
Bayside Theatre in Hull which the circuit
is reopening. The house, acquired recently
from Dan Murphy, was closed for alterations after it had been open for a few
weeks prior to the summer season.
The Cinema Club, fraternity of exchange
office managers and film bookers, does not
(Continued on next page)
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Pneumonia Proves Fatal to
Theatre Magnate S. Z. Poli
WooDMONT,

Conn.

— Sylvester

Z. Poli,

founder of the Poli chain of theatres in
New England, died here last Monday at
his summer home. He was 77 years old
and had been retired in recent years. Death
was caused by pneumonia.
With New Haven as his headquarters, his
circuit developed not only throughout New
England, but also included theatres in
Scranton and Wilkes Barre, Pa., Baltimore
and Washington. He sold out to the Fox
interests in 1928 for $26,000,000, but was
forced to take back his theatres following
a series of financial catastrophes. Two

Sprmg weather with its diverse attractions is cutting a big hole in boxoffice receipts at all local houses with few pictures,
however good, rating average.
A midnight stage show was to have been
held at the Strand Theatre Sunday night.
May 30, with “Leda and the Swan,” a new
dance in the nude, holding the spotlight.
Joe Dondis is remodeling his Strand
Theatre at Rockland, an M. and P. house.

years ago Loew’s took over the chain.
To U. S. From Italy in 1881
Poli, the son of a church organist, was
born in Lucca, Italy, and emigrated to the
United States in 1881. He gained his start
in this country selling small ornamental
statues and operating a wax museum.
Within a few years he was in business for
himself as proprietor of museums in Troy,
N. Y., and New Haven, Conn., featuring a
“Chamber of Horrors” in wax figures.
Associates often compared Poli with P.
T. Barnum because of his meteoric rise as
a showman. The ex-magnate amassed
some $30,000,000, according to financial
experts, and established trust funds for his
family. A payroll of 3,000 was embraced,
not including performers in the theatrical
bills.
Survivors included his widow and four

Haven — Columbia

Pictures, through

Hal Hodes, has donated

two scripts used

by directors in the production of “The
Defense Rests” and “Rolling Along,” for
study by the school Junior Councils of
Film Patrons, whose symposium at the
Paramount Hodes recently addressed.

STRATFORD
Stratford,

SITE TO BLANK

Conn. — Walter

Blank,

who

has applied for a permit to build a theatre
in Bridgeport for tenancy of Lou Anger, is
reported to have purchased a site in the
Paradise Green section of Stratford.

SOLDIER
New

BALLYS

"GAVE

Haven — Street

HIM GUN"

ballyhoo

including

an usher in soldier’s uniform with a gun
over his shoulder was put over by Bob
Russell for “They Gave Him a Gun” at
the Poli, New Haven. Electrical transcripts
were used on WELI.

COLLEGE
New

SLATES

Haven — The

AIRER FOR
College

STAGE
Theatre

is

planning to put the professional Loew’s
Kiddie Show, now broadcast weekly Friday
nights over WELI, on the stage of the
theatre, beginning June 1.
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The Paramount Exchange’s star golfers,
Walter Dyer, assistant booker, and Don
Sweeney, head of the advertising department, have challenged the State Theatre’s
stars, Harry Botwick and Nate Press, to a
duel with clubs as soon as the latter two
can find time for it. Walter was once a
caddy and is said to hit a wicked ball.

Sylvester Z. Poli

Dick Elliot, operator of the Community
Theatre at Guilford, plans to defeat the
inroads of summer by the installation of
an air conditioning plant.

daughters, Lillian, the Marchesa Gerini of
Italy; Mrs. Adeline Poli-Leonard, Mrs.
Walter M. Sheaman and Mrs. Lorina PoliNolan.

Mrs. Nellie Shea, who runs a theatre at
Eastport, with her niece. Miss Hunt, visited the exchange this week for the first
time in many years.

BOSTON

Hodes Presents Scripts
New

QVER 1,000,000 votes have been cast in
the “Most Popular Baby” Contest which
was recently conducted by the State Theatre here. Prizes were to have been awarded from the theatre stage at the evening
performance June 1. Pictures of the winners will be published in the Portland Sunday Telegram June 6. More publicity
stories have been run on this particular
contest than on any yet put over here,
most of them being published in the Portland Press Herald which has a state-wide
circulation.

(Continued

from preceding page)

Vlan to hold another meeting until fall.
Regular monthly confabs will be resumed
at that time.
Harry Segal, present Imperial franchise
holder in New England, was in New York
Tuesday.
Phillip Lavme, general manager for
Philip Smith Theatrical Enterprises, is still
in a serious condition because of a blood
clot behind one eye. He is allowed to be
up for a few hours each day, but he is not
expected to return to work for some time.

A Paramount picture is credited with
stopping the sale of the Colonial Theatre
here recently. Russell Mack was on the
verge of turning the house back to his
brother, Jake, when he managed to book
the Paramount film. Business picked up
so considerably that he refused to go
through with the transaction.
William Erbb, N. E. district manager for
Paramount, was a recent visitor at the
exchange. Others visiting Filmrow were
Colby Robinson of the Premiere, Westbrook; Joe Dondis, of the Strand, Rockland, and William Sharpe, eastern advertising sales supervisor for Paramount.
Madeline Roberts, cashier at the EmCity. pire, is spending the weekend in New York

Walter Murphy of Loew’s theatres in
Boston has resigned his position here and
has left for the west coast where he has
several business contacts.

Spring cleaning is in progress at the
Criterion Theatre, Bar Harbor, operated
by Mrs. Ethel McKay. Mrs. McKay also
runs the Star, located directly across the
street from the Criterion.

Harry Brandt, New York theatreman,
has taken over the Park Theatre in down
town Boston. The house has beeji the last
stand of sexy celluloids in the city.

A shopping Festival, staged May 27, 28
and 29 by local merchants, robbed theatres
of many potential customers this week.
Frequent boxing bouts at the Exposition
Building are also eating into BO grosses.

Thad Barrows, director of projection at
the Metropolitan Theatre and longtime
president of the Moving Picture Operators
Union, Local 182, is considering a tramp
cruise this summer. Barrows, internationally honored in many organizations of
(Continued on next page)

A decided movement of better business
houses “up-town” in the vicinity of the
State Theatre is underway and is expected
to increase traffic considerably. At least a
dozen major concerns have established
branch or main offices within two blocks
of the theatre during the past three years.
BOXOFFICE
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Boston — George

mount salesman,
Buick sedan.

sporting a

brand

new

The Brooklawn, opened Friday by Mrs.
Dombi and John jr., will have a 20 cent
admission . . . When the Star, New Milford, reopens after entire reconstruction
and enlargement, it will be known as the
Twentieth Century.
Warner

exchange

employes

liked that

week’s salary bonus all around
mination of the Drive.

at the ter-

The Colonial, Southington, is using a
new system for its patrons’ parking space
. . . A charge of ten cents is made, receipt
given, which if presented the same day at
the boxoffice entitles the holder to a ten
cent deduction on admission price.
Visitors in town: Ben Kalmenson, new
Warner Bros, district manager, dropped in
to see John Pavone who worked under him
in Albany for a short time three years
ago . . . William Sharp, new eastern ad
sales manager, in for a confab at the Paramount office . . . Frank Fielding, RKO
school contact man, given a rousing welcome at the Radio office.
The Albert Smiths will open the Tower,
Walnut Beach, on July 1 for the summer
season, running the house in addition to
the year-round Colonial.
Nathan Lamport has bought Bank Night
for the new Glastonbury house, to begin
June 30 . . . The Johnson refrigerator deal
has also been installed.

Theatre ushers

who “made good” includes Harry Botwick,
now manager of the M. & P. house in
Portland: Chris Joyce, manager of the Regent, Norwalk: Stanley Redmond, now assistant at the Allyn, Hartford, and Russell
Newton, assistant at the Crown, New London.
The awards of the $15,000 ad-writing
contest conducted by the Hartford Times
were made at Loew’s Poli, after the regular show, pushing attendance way up.
Yale drama students will be touring New
England with a farce called “Aunt Emma
Is a Horse” this summer . . . And Ben
Cohen is offering his original play, “Box
Office,” with a cast including Marion Bergeron, once Miss America, Doris Vinton,
former Follies queen, and possibly Albie
Booth to theatres, stock companies, etc.
Jack Simons of the Poli, Hartford, was
chosen this year as the “person outstanding in the theatre world’’ who annually
makes the award for the best performance
of the season by a member of the Little
Theatre.
Ben

Rogers, GB manager who is replaced here by Carl Goe, is reported to be
working in Boston.
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has

held

“Annie

Jennings Joins Republic
Jennings,

long

a

salesman

for Fox and other distributors in New England, has been appointed to the sales force
of Republic in New England. Jennings,
who has been assigned the Maine territory, started working this week. He fills
a vacancy made indirectly by the resignation of Steve Broidy who left Republic to
become treasurer and general manager of
Monogram in this territory.

Howes Neck Change
Boston

—

Louis

Lesser

has

taken

over

the Taylor Ballroom Theatre at Howes
Neck, Mass., for operation as a motion
picture house. Lesser was formerly in
charge of Century sales in New England.
He plans to open the situation June 13.
At the present time he is on the outlook
for an experienced 16 mm. operator. Lesser
is making his headquarters at 14 Stanwood
St., Roxbury.

Monogram

Ups O'Brien

Boston — Thomas

named
Sympathy to Eva Cooperstack, Universal
booker, who recently lost her father.

Kraska

RUN

Laurie” for a third consecutive week at the
Fine Arts Theatre where it is now running
its premiere booking on this continent.
Kraska, operator of the house which is
leased from Loew’s, also owns distribution
rights for the Scottish film in this country.
Physical handling is being done by World
Picture in New York. Attendance has been
heavy, particularly due to the tieups made
with local clans by the theatre man.

Boston — Jack

The record of Paramount

BOSTON

"ANNIE LAURIE" TO

booker

O’Brien

was

last

for Monogram

week

in Boston

by General Manager Steve Broidy. O’Brien
has long been with Universal. Thomas
Hill, who resigned as Imperial booker to
go with Monogram, will be head shipper
at the Church St. exchange.
ALLIED

CONVENTIONEERS

Boston — The

RETURN

conventioneering

Indepen-

dent Exhibitors have returned to their
Boston baked beans. Arthur K. Howard,
Nathan Yamins, Dan Murphy and Mr. and
Mrs. Wilbur Peterson made the trip to
Milwaukee for the Allied meeting last
week.

THEATRE
the Film Board

changes

as

reported

by

of Trade:

Transfers:
to Valley
Louis

Falls,
Frey.

Middlebury,
circuit,
I. O. O.
Robinson.

F.

R.

I., Roosevelt

Vt.,

Opera

Hall,

(t’ornieiiy

House

West

Buxton,

Horticultural Hall, Manchester
Mass., to Edward
Safrine.
Egleston,

Roxbury,

Mass.,

to

State, E. Milton, Mass., to M.
OpeningTs:
Tegu, Morrisville, Vt.
Town Hall, Isleboro, Me.
Barn. Hampton,
N. H.
Closingfs:
Orange

Hall,

Hampton,

New Theatres:
Town Hall, Poultney,

Vt.

to

N.

H.

M.
&

Shea’s),

Fred
Me.,

P.

his craft, is sometimes known
Polo of projectionists.

as the Marco

Mrs. Lou Richmond, wife of the manager
of the National in Boston, has returned to
her home from the hospital after a slight
operation.
E. M. Loew, owner of New England’s
largest independent theatre circuit, will
close the Music Hall in Pawtucket on the
first of the month, according to present
plans.
Harold Davidson, DeForest divisional
been keeping on job despite
aengineer,
touch ofhas
grip.
The mother of Mary Grey, of the E. M.
Loew main office at 216 Tremont St., restay.
turned home last week from a hospital
Sa7n Kurson, operator of the Graphic
Theatre circuit, has opened the Campus
Theatre in the college town of Middlebury,
Vermont.
Morris Nunes, New England premiums
distributor whose local representative is
Burt Lazarus, left New Haven last week
for a Maine sojourn.
Lillian Cushing of the Boston office of
National Screen Service celebrated her second wedding anniversary Thursday of last
week.
Melvin Riley, ex-Brockton Theatre operator, is said to be planning to open a
flim house in Rockport.
W. A. Scully, M-G-M executive, was conferrmg with Maurice N. Wolf in Boston
last week.
Morris Safner, Massachusetts theatre
day.
owner, was booking in Boston last ThursHerman Rifkin, Republic distributor in
Bostoii and Netv Haveii and national officer of the concern, is expected back in the
Hub July 15 after a sales conference in
California and New York.
Helen Eager, motion picture editor of
the Boston Traveler, has been released
from the hospital following an appendix
removal.

to

Colby

circuit.

P. circuit.

Jack Granara, publicity manager for the
RKO theatres in this territory, plans to
spend the weekend in New York.
Brooks Montgomery and Do?iald MacNeill, Harvard sophomores, have been given
M-G-M contracts.

Sharhy

- by - the - Sea,
&

from preceding page)

George Holland, columnist on the Boston
Anieriean, is still confined to his hospital
cot because of a fractured leg.

CHANGES

Boston — Theatre

(Continued

Benny Goodman, swinging it royally at
the Metropolitan last week, was tendered
a press party in the Roosevelt Room at the
Touraine, as well as a bit of a fete at the
Ritz Carlton. Goose Goslin, who swings
them for the big league, was one of the
guests at the former affair.
Martha Ferris, New England secretary
for the Film Board of Trade, spent the
55
holiday weekend in Maine.

Our Hat Is Off to the Director of Advertising for He Has a Big Job on His Hands

/
d
e
e
l
c
n
J
Exhibitor

Sales Manager

Producer

He's tough! Wants Coverage!
Words roll past his ears like

He's cold! Looks at everything
from a dollar and cents view-

He wants

every picture sold as a

SPECIAL,

yet he raises coin if a

point. He seldom says "Yes."
Very often "No." He's hard to
understand, because when he's
satisfied he says toothing. It
seems he is in the right mood
when the PROFITS ROLL IN. The
Director of Advertising knows

picture is oversold. He has ideas,

water
wants

o(ff a duck's
Results! He

back.
wonts

He
the

road properly paved for his men.
Sales resistance broken down to
a

minimum!

He

wants

his or-

ganization's advertising to appear in a publication that carries with it the CONFIDENCE OF
ITS READERS. He's just one of
the many the Director of Advertising has to keep happy!

all of his own.
with

the

proper

Furnishing
data

him

through

the pages of the right trade publication is something ad heads
lave long enjoyed.

that proper placemd .it of advertising is a vital factor in keeping
his superior in the pleasant mood.

These are just three of the many problems that face the
Director of Advertising. Yet with the proper knowledge of
COVERAGE,

READER INTEREST and RESPECT EOR PUBLICATION, the Director of Advertising finds that these are
among his lesser difficulties, for he knows BOXOEEICE IS
HIS SOLUTION!

iliBIlBl: Satis/ies Everybody!
4

cif'iyi witpiriv

Wherever
Tkere'^ o Theatre^

COVrRINC

MICHIGAN,

OHIO.

KENTUCKY,

WEST

VIRGINIA

AND

WESTERN

PENNSYLVANIA

GOV. EARLE'S HEAT MELTS SOLONS
Mich. Solons Grind

Pittsburgh — A

Against July Limit
Lansing,

Mich.— With

the

Michigan

state

legislators back hard at work after the
Decoration Day holiday, all of the bills affecting the industry in the auto state are
still before them. It is doubtful that any
of the bills will become law by July 1,
when the legislature is expected to adjourn.
The bill to outlaw screen advertising
from Michigan Theatres has been reported
out of the ways and means committee on
the house floor, but no action has been
taken by that division of the legislature.
All of the other bills are still reposing
harmlessly in committee envelopes.
A bill, similar to the one introduced in
Nebraska, is now before the legislature
committee to prohibit Ascap from operating in Michigan. The society is expected
to wage a campaign against this bill, as it
is doing in other states.
H. M. Richey, general manager of Allied, was expected to spend some time here
this week working against all of the bills.
The censorship and admission tax bills
which were introduced some weeks ago are
definitely not expected to get very far in
the session this season.

BILL POSTERS' UNION
WINS WAGE HIKE
Detroit — With

all

peaceful

among

Penn.'s "Extravagant" Legislature Nears End of

Penn. Amusement Tax
Expiration luly 22

the

film and theatre unions here during the
last two weeks, the bill posters’ union has
demanded and received a wage hike.
The posters are now receiving $9.00 a day
instead of $8.00 daily. This scale is in effect for United Bill Posting, National Bill
Posting, Walker and Company, and MacDonald and Company.

warning

was

a Long Road

given

operators of amusement places late
last week by J. L. McCorry, division
chief, department of revenue, stamp
and amusement taxes, that rumors
that the Pennsylvania amusement
tax act expires May 31 are incorrect.
The date of expiration is July 22.
Persons failing to obtain necessary
permits and pay the necessary tax
before expiration of the act will be
prosecuted.

Pittsburgh — Long

Sunday

for

extensive

remod-

Warners reopened the Majestic Theatre,
Butler, Pa., several weeks ago. This property had been closed for a number of

Rough

Starts New Ad Service
advertising

projector designed for indoor or outdoor
continuous display, is being handled here
by Mort England, Bank Night and theatre
premium representative.

MIDEAST EDITION Is One of the Seven Sectional Editions
in Which BOXOFFICE Is Published Weekly. The Other
Six Editions Are: NEW ENGLAND, CENTRAL, MIDWEST,
WESTERN, SOUTHERN, EASTERN.
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12805

KLINGENSMITH,
D. RICH,
HYDE,

2425

127

Over

Chain

Tax

was the cause of much of the legislature’s
roughness.
Senate version of the Patterson-Stank
chain store tax bill, with a levy on chain
theatres included, was adopted by the
house last week by a vote of 192 to 13. Governor Earle had opposed the tax on theatres, but his forces gave in on this and
several other measures. Fireworks had
been promised from the time the original
bill was introduced early in the session,
long before the theatre amendment was
added. Unlike the Louisiana act, the
Pennsylvania chain store levy is figured
only on the basis of the number of units
(Continued on page 62)

Another of the Warner houses, the old
Peoples Theatre, Tarentum, Pa., is being
reopened.
When the lights have been turned on at
these properties the circuit will have all
its local zone’s houses in operation.

Trav-L-Sign,

Highlight

Pennsylvania’s chain store tax, which
includes chain theatres and gas stations,
one of the most debatable subjects of the
session, which is pending at press time,

years.
This circuit’s Majestic Theatre, Johnstown, Pa., also closed for a long period,
is being prepared for reopening late in
the summer.

—

Veto

because of its “selfishness.”
Under terms of the act, communities
where Sunday movies had been defeated
in 1935 referendums would be privileged
to have a special referendum at the primary election this year, while no provisions for referendums were set up for those
communities where Sunday movies had
been legalized. Exhibitors who had lobbied for enactment of the bill were very
disappointed when the veto was announced.

eling of the Washington Theatre, Washington, Pa., are completed and Warner Bros,
executives are now going over the prices
with Victor A. Rigaumont, affiliated architect.

Pittsburgh

adjournment

prior picture
week’s trade
activities
in Highlight
relation toofthethemotion
was
the vetoing of a measure by Governor
Earle which would have permitted referendums this fall on Sunday shows in districts where the issue was previously defeated. This act had passed the house by a
vote of 152 to 54 and the senate by a vote
of 26 to 18, but Earle vetoed the measure

Warners Reopening
All Closed Theatres
Pittsburgh — Plans

delayed

of the 132nd regular session of the Pennsylvania general assembly seemed assured
for late this week at press time as Governor George H. Earle turned on the heat
with increasing temperatures. The session was one of the most extravagant and
roughest on record in the state.
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Mideast Turns Out
^WO weddings are scheduled for Sunday,
June 20, which are of interest to the
Filmrow crowd. Abraham Rottenstein,

prexy of the Big FeaG,
GOLDBER
tures Exchanges, and Mrs. Goldberg
d
announce
the engagement of their daughter, Thelma, to Mitchell Blachschlaeger,
RKO booker.

for Allied Parley

Alberta Zieverinck of UA also disclosed
her impending marriage June 22, adding

territory were represented by registrants
at the Allied national convention held here

another

May

LEE

Milwaukee

notch

to cupid's arrow.

Jack Tierney, assistant manager at the
Paramount Theatre, Ashland, is recovering
from his serious auto accident.
Don

Duff, BF booker and sales representative, is in the Jewish Hospital where
he miderwent an emergency appendix
operation.
Air conditioning is in the air, and wideawake showmen are falling in line with
contracts. Glenn Flehman, who is conducting a contest to name his new theatre
at Caldwell, Ohio, is conditioning the
house. Lashinsky Bros, are also equipping
their Caldwell house. Fred Gross is equipping the Majestic at Crooksville with a
cooling system, new lamps and screen.
Chris Davies is completely equipping his
Corning Theatre, at Corning, Ohio, with
seats, lamps and a cooling system, and Elwin Briner is installing a cooling system
in his Cliftonia, at Circleville. The Liberty at Lancaster has also been equipped
with refrigeration.
Fred Wheeler's new Colony Theatre
Gallipolis is being held up temporarily

at
by

lack of steel. Wheeler's house will be completely equipped by National Theatre Supply, and also air conditioned.
Stanley Jacques of RKO reports the localities broke all records in the number of
contracts sold in the Jules Levy drive, just
completed.
Moss Hodges' theatre at Greenberg has
been completely equipped with new sound
equipment.

Refrigeration

stalled in L. B. Wilson's
ington. Ky.

— Four

states

in

the

mideast

26-28. Fourteen attended from Michigan, 30 from Ohio; 13 from Pennsylvania
and one from Kentucky. The delegates
included the following:

From
Latonia.

Kentucky;

Louis

W.

Wiethe,

Latonia,

From Michigan: Sam Ackerman, Last Side Theatre, Detroit; Kay Branch, Strand and Barry Theatres. Hastings; Fred DeLodder, Del-the Theatre,
l>etroit; A. Eiseman,
Michigan Theatre, Flint;
Wm.
C. Guensche, Lakewood,
Detroit; Barney
Killnide, AlhamJira. Detroit; Fred E. Pennell, Cozy,
Decatur; H. M. Richey, Allied Theatres of Michigan, Detroit; P. C. Schram. Orpheum. Kalamazoo;
Jerry Schneider, Strafford, Detroit; Alex Schreiber,
Associated Theatres, l)etroit; Wm.
II. Steffes, DeLuxe Theatre, Detroit; E. A. Wedemeier.
Ideal
Seating, Grand Rapids; Frank
Wetsman,
Wisper
W'etsman Theatres, Detroit.
From
Ohio; L. G. Baldwin, Almyra
Theatre,
Cleveland; Morris Berkowitz, Kitz, Cleveland; W.
C. Carpenter, Field Kep. Ohio, Columbus; Leo E.
Dwyer, Celina Amusement,
Celina; G. W.
Erdmann. Secy. Cleveland Motion Picture Assn., Cleveland; Ben Fain. Cleveland; Charles Gottlob. Cleveland; Jlenry Greenberger, Commodore,
Cleveland;
Roy Gloss, Grand, Cleveland; Sam
Gross, Cedai
Theatre, (’leveland; J. Ij. Hatcher, C>hio. Xenia;
H. E. Horwitz, Olympia, Cleveland; Moe B, llorwilz, Wa.sliington. (.'leveland; Frank
W.
Hiiss,
A.ssoiiated Theatres. Cincinnati; John D. Kaiser,
Royal, ( ’hillii'Othe; R, E. and R. L. Myers Majestic. ('hilli<-othe: C. G. Ollinger, Natl. Carbon Co.,
Cleveland; J. II. Schulman, Utopia, Cleveland; A.
G.
Schwartz.
Lexington,
Cleveland;
Ernest
Schwaitz, attorney, Cleveland; Martin Smith. Park.
Toledo; E. L. Staup, C'apitol and Star, Peli>hos;
Max Stoarn, Southern, Columbus. J, Steele, Apollo,
Oberon ; Oscar Stotter. Ambassador.
Clevelaml;
I'rcd Streif. Beecher, Cincinnati; Jos. W. Trunk,
State. Youngstown;
J. M. Urbansky, Associated
Theatres, Cleveland; Itay AVallace, Try-Theatres,
Im-.. Alliance.
From
Pennsylvania: Andrew
Battiston, Roscoe
Theatre. Itoscoe; E. T. Beedle, Alhambra, Canonburg; p»art Dattola, Pailiment. New
Kensington;
.\r<hie Fineman.
T'aramount, Thaddock.
Harry
I'dei.schman, Brighton. Pittsburgh; C. E. Herman.
New
C'arnegie, Carnegie; Fred
J. Herrington.
MI»1'(.) Inc.. Pittsbui’gh; R. V. McCalmont, Rialto,
Pittsburgh; N. A. Malanos. Frederick. East Idlt.sburgh; M. A. Rosenberg. Rialto. Pittsburgh; M.
Serventi. Lincoln. Rymesburg;
M.
N, Shapiro.
Hazelwood.
Pittsburgh; William
It. Wheat
jr..,
Sowicl<le\', Sewickley.

Maybury, W. Va., have been closed and report has it that both houses will be acquired by the Freeman-Newbold circuit.

the

Andy Hettisheimer
at Milwaukee.

took

Eddie Dietz is leaving Metro to travel
Kentucky for Grand National. Dietz is
succeeded by Mike Berger, 10 years in the
accounting department at Metro, who now
steps up in the ranks.
Kendall

has joined

the sales staff

for BF, succeeding J. M. Johnson. Johnson resigned to extend his theatre interests.
Charles Furnas, former exhibitor of
West Melton, Ohio, is an unsung hero.
Furnas,

once

widely-known

try, is now in the
and only recently
Orville Wright, of
a famous French

60

in the indus-

Dayton Soldier’s Home,
a visit to the home by
Wright Bros, fame, and
general brought to light

(Continued

on

page

64)

Walt

Framer,

Shopper,

and

local radio Hollywood
Mrs.

Framer

(Nan

Show

Grayson

to radio fans), will depart for a month’s
Hollywood vacation on June 26.
Helene, Jeannette, Evelyn and Mae
Mungello, who served as hostesses at the
recent

opening of the new Mary Ann Theatre, Burgettstown, Pa., sisters of Anthony
Mungello, operator, are regularly engaged
in service at this house and at their PemiSlovan Theatre, Slovan, Pa. Brother Donald, also connected with the theatres, is
completing his scholastic career
ington and Jefferson College.

at Wash-

J. A. Numero, president of the Air-Loc
Seat Industries, Inc., visited here the other day with A. and S. Steinberg, local
Air-Loc distributors.
Bob

Senft, of the Fultori Theatre

staff,

again takes a leave of absence this summer to operate the Buckeye Lake ballroom
near Columbus, O.
Mayer Silverman, veteran showman here,
is manufacturing a new type theatre chair
which has been named Lifetime Seats.
Headquarters

are at 1010 Forbes

verman’s shop upholsters
of theatre seats.

and

St. Sil-

repairs

all

at Cov-

REPUBLIC RADIOBAR
TO GEORGE SALLOWS

Jack

Harold Lund, former local manager for
Ross Federal Service who is now a home
office executive for this company, visited
here over Decoration Day.

types

Bill Chesbrough has taken over the
Champion, Columbus, from Larry Burns.
The Mora at McComas and the Dixie at

Lou Wiethe and
in the convention

is the date selected by Miss Mariam Alderman, daughter of Peter Alderman, former city exhibitor, for her marriage to Ed.
Paskoff. Miss Alderman has been employed at a local Warner theatre as cashier.

has also been inLiberty,

young West Aliquippa exhibitor, and Miss
Pearl Gordon will be married that evening
at Webster Hall where a reception will be
held following the ceremony. June 20 also

Pittsburgh — George

Sallows,

operator

E. William Interrante, son of Austin Interrante, local 20th-Fox sales representative, operator of the Rowland Theatre,

of

Metropolitan

and Morgan theatres,
Morgantown, W. Va., was the winner of a
fine Philco Radiobar at a drawing in the
office of James H. Alexander, manager of
Republic Pictures, last Friday afternoon.
Many exhibitors were present when Walter
Framer, popular radio commentator on
movie subjects, drew the winning ticket.
Coupons deposited in a seal box represented receipts for collections by the exchange, and it is believed that this is the
only film sales drive on record where the
exhibitor was given an opportunity to win
a prize. Republic’s Radiobar was initiated
by many exhibitors who visited the office
during the afternoon where a party was
staged with Jack Judd acting as bartender.
Alexander and members of the Republic
staff

received

many

accepted dozens of new
iting exhibitors.

congratulations
bookings

from

Phillipsburg , Pa., has discontinued his theatre activities for the present, having entered Tri-State College, Angola, Ind.
Richard

Wilson is manager of the Phillipsburg house for Interrante who at

present writing is in Los Angeles
ing the 20th-Fox convention.

attend-

Harry Brown, veteran manager of the
Nixon Theatre, was in New York last week
attending the first national convention of
the legitimate theatre, under auspices of
the American Theatre Council. New “road”
season is being set and Brown is looking
forward to a greater year than 1936-37,
which was the Nixon’s best in many years.
House is being extensively renovated and
reseated.
S. Tilden (Sam) Stern, local artist for
Warner Bros, theatres until recently, has
landed an associate art director’s post at
the New Universal studios.

and
vis-

Viewing

20th-Pox’s “This Is My
(Continued on page 64)
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MORT GOODMAN GETS
NEW JOB AND BRIDE
Cleveland — Mort

Goodman

W. Virginia Managers
Balloting

recently pro-

moted to the Warner west coast advertising department, and Miss Dorothy Goodman of this city are now wedded. Both
were members of the local Warner theatre
advertising and publicity department when
their romance started.
Goodman has been right hand man to
Sidney Dannenberg in the publicity field
of the Warner organization for the past
four years. His successor is David Bachner, whom Zone Manager Nat Wolf promoted from assistant manager at Warner’s
Hippodrome. George Frazier has been
transferred from the Uptown to fill the
Hippodrome vacancy and Don Myers is the
new member of the Uptown family.
Residence of the Goodmans is at the
Blackburn Apartments, Yucca and Wilcox
streets, Hollywood, Cal.

Richwood,

source

of competition

Everywhere along the main business arteries of the city one can see vacant stores
turned over night into busy indoor rifle
ranges offering lucrative jackpots of from
$25 to $75 to the expert marksmen.

Los Angeles — Twenty-seven delegates
from the mideast area attended the 20th
Century-Fox convention which opened
here on Tuesday, as follows:
Cincinnati: J. J. Grady, manager; Edward A. Burkhart, John A. Needham, Leavitt J. Bugie, E. C. Naegel, salesmen; James

state

Neff, booker; A. B. Kelley, ad sales man-

At last year’s convention at White
Sulphur Springs a resolution teas
passed which called for this vote, the
cities nominated being Wheeling,
Parkersburg , Clarksburg, Charleston,
Huntington and White Sulphur

ager.
Cleveland: G. A. Roberts, district manager; I. J. Schmertz, manager; D. S. Davidson, E. R. Bergman, S. N. Lichter, salesmen; F. J. Hunt, booker; Nathan Scott,
ad sales manager.
Detroit: Lester Sturm, manager; A. D.
Knapp. E. A. Westcott, Roy Carrow, salesmen; L. Sanshie, Booker, F. Keillor, ad
sales manager.
Pittsburgh: Ira Cohn, manager; C. C.
Kellenberg, A. Interrante, George Moore,
E. S. Thorpe, salesmen; Joseph Davidson,
booker; J. Vandergrift, ad sales manager.

Springs. The post card also inquires for a favorable month, June,
July or August.
W. H. Holt of Richwood, secretarytreasurer of the organization, is conducting the balloting.

New Lipman Sales

Brookline Plans Ready

to

local theatres has suddenly appeared with
the mushroom growth of shooting galleries
all over the city. And this time they are
actually shooting galleries and not grind
houses.

W. Va. — Mountain

exhibitors are balloting this week on
the selection of a city in ivhich the
annual conventioyi of the West Virginia Managers’ Ass'n will be held
this summer. Postcard ballots ivere
mailed to about 200 exhibitors.

SHOOTING GALLERIES
BID FOR DETROIT COIN
Detroit — A new

20TH-FOX CONVENTION
ATTRACTS TO COAST

Pittsburgh — Victor

A.

Rigaumont,

Pittsburgh — Lipman
af-

filiated architect, has completed plans for
the new Brookline Theatre, to occupy a
former theatre property on Brookline
Boulevard which was purchased several
months ago by Alex S. Moore and Morris
Finkel, owners of the Capitol and Hilltop
theatres, city, the new house to be operated by Warner Bros. Bids are now being
received on this project.

manufacturers

Engineering

of complete

Co.,

theatre sound

reproducing systems, announces the following recent sales and installations;
John Nagy. NuMine. NuMino, Pa.; Cora Ponioioy and Elizabeth Gaffney, Virginia, Paden City,
W. Va.; J. M. Booth, Mather, Mather, Pa.; Tony
Civiterise, Strand, Pitcairn, Pa.; Fred Querner.
I»oine, Butler street, Pittsburgh; Mike Serventi,
Lincoln, Rimersburg, Pa., and new theatre under
construction for Serventi at Petrolia, Pa.
Public
aildress systems manufactured by Lipman are being installed weekly at tlieatres, schools, churches
and night clubs.
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SAUL SLOAN STARTING
ESQUIRE THEATRE SOON
Detroit — Saul Sloan

will begin construc-

tion work soon, he said this week, on a
1,500-seat theatre at Harper and Cadieux.
The house, Sloan said, will be called the
Esquire Theatre.
He is dickering with George Trendle to
take over operation of the theatre. The
Esquire is about a mile and a half from
the new Harper Theatre, which Wisper and
Wetsman are erecting at Harper and Lakewood, and about the same distance from
the Alger Theatre, which Sloan built and
Trendle is operating at Warren and Outer
Drive.

UNDERHILL TO RCA
AS WENTKER TOURS
Pittsburgh — P. W. Wentker,

RCA

Photo-

phone service supervisor here for several
years, has departed from this territory on
an extensive lecture tour for the company
and later he will headquarter at the company’s factory in Camden, N. J. C. R.
Underhill jr. has succeeded to Wentker’s
local post, W. C. Jervis, sales representative here, announces. Frank Hamer has
taken over Underhill’s service territory
which includes Johnstown and Altoona,
and R. S. Sear has been transferred from
Altoona to Fairmont, W. Va.

20TH-FOX EXPANSION
PROGRAM UNDER WAY
Hollywood

— Plans

for a building

and

expansion program were announced this
week for 20th Century-Pox by Joseph M.
Schenck, board chairman, at the annual
sales convention in Los Angeles. Of eight
new sound stages planned, he said that
three are completed and two more are
under way.
The studio recently purchased 110 acres
adjoining its present site.

Cadogon Theatre Reopens
Cadogan,

Pa. — Cadogan

Theatre,

which

was gutted by fire last December, shortly
after having been taken over by Edward
H. Pechan from Hayes Garbarino, now operating a new theatre at Clarion, was reopened last Saturday by Messrs. Goodyear
and Fiore, newcomers to exhibition. Garbarino is booker and buyer for the house.

Scottdale Reopening
ScoTTDALE, Pa. — John Bixler of the Scottdale Amusement Co., operating the Strand
Theatre, is preparing to reopen the long
dark Arcade Theatre here for part-time
operation. House will be newly equipped
during the summer.

(Continued

from page 59)

within the state. Approval of a conference
report by the senate and the Governor’s
signature will make it a law.
The administration figures the chain tax
will yield $3,500,000 in two years. This
revenue is for the announced purpose of
increasing the pay of teachers in fourth
class districts.
When

Senator

George

"Horizon" Buildng
opening

weakly

the first

week, Columbia’s “Lost Horizon,”
roadshow debut at the Cass Theatre
has been building steadily the second
and is going on strong for its third
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in its
here,
week
week.

Kunkel

of Harrisburg

opposed Uniontown's Senator Anthony Cavalcante's motion to include chain theatres,
the former said he was suspicious of the
amendments and bluntly stated there had
been a lot of money thrown around to block
the bill.
This angered Covalcante who retorted with
statements to the effect that if there were
any
was
who

"inducements” being passed around, it
those who opposed the tax on theatres
were benefiting.

With final enactment of the liquor
measure pending at press time, theatres
can obtain liquor licenses and sell to patrons. This measure is an act which nullified an old law prohibiting theatres from
selling liquor. The interpretation is that
motion picture theatres may obtain such
license.
The Frey bill passed by the legislature
will do away with “chiseling” agents in
the theatrical booking field. Whether
located within the state or with offices out
of Pennsylvania, a license is now required
to do business here.
Sunday

Vodvil

Bill

Moves

The act permitting Sunday vaudeville
where Sunday films are legalized was moving rapidly in the house this week.
The fire safety building regulation law,
applying to theatres, and establishing a
new code for emergency exits, extending
the provisions of the original act, etc.,
passed both house and senate, and is in
the hands of the Governor.
Ahead

on Censor

Revamp

The act amending the censor law, applying to films, banners, posters and other
advertising matter, prohibiting the possession of films not approved by the board,
requiring permits in certain cases and increasing the penalties for violation, passed
the senate by unanimous vote and was
active in the house this week.
Senator DiSilvestro has introduced an
act which would exempt theatrical and
professional entertainers from the provisions of the female employment act of
1913, this matter pertaining to hours of
labor, conditions of employment, etc. Senate committee on labor and industry
studied the proposal this week.
Senate passed the Thompson bill protecting the sources of confidential information obtained by newspaper reporters,
vote being 27 to 18, and the house judiciary
general committee approved this bill.

Dortic Joins GN
Pittsburgh — Charles

Detroit — After

PITTSBURGH NATIONAL
SCREEN BRANCH NEAR

Adjournment Near

L. Dortic

Pittsburgh — Jack

Judd,

sales represent-

atice here for National Screen Service, announces that a local branch will be established within four months. This announcement is definite, and is the first such
announcement from a representative of
NSS, although it had been rumored for
more than a year that such action was
imminent. Local branch will be complete
for handling trailers, accessories, and other
NSS services, Judd states.
Information concerning NSS’s local
branch was received by Judd from George
F. Dembow,

NSS’s general manager.

JAMES LYNCH OPENS
BRIDGEVILLE HOUSE
Bridgeville,

Pa. — Closed

for seven

years,

the old Granada Theatre here was reopened Saturday by James Lynch, former
operator of the house. Lynch announced
a 11-16-26 cent policy, operating evenings,
with Saturday and Sunday matinees.
The 500-seat main auditorium is in use,
but the 100-seat balcony will not be opened
for the present. Opening

show was “After

the Thin Man.”

MAJORS ARE INVITED
FOR ALLIED PARLEY
Minneapolis — Invitations

were

sent this

week to all major film company heads by
A1 Steffes of the Allied defense committee
asking participation in a conference to
settle “present differences with indepenSteffes
told the Northwest Allied unit
dent exhibitors.”
convention here Wednesday he was confident the majors would accept.

Oglietti Will Remodel
Leechburg,

Pa. — Guy

Oglietti, operator

of

the Cosmorama and Palace theatres here,
announced this week that the former house
will be extensively remodeled and renovated this summer. New equipment and
fixtures will be installed at the Cosmorama and on a smaller scale the Palace
will undergo a program of improvement.

Honors His Father
PiTTBURGH — ^Lounge

of the

Club headquarters in the
Hotel is being furnished by
ris, national president of the
as a memorial to his father,
ator John P. Harris, founder
odeon.

new

Variety

William Penn
John H. HarVariety Clubs,
the late Senof the nickel-

resigned

his sales position with United Artists and
has joined the local Grand National exchange in a sales capacity with duties covering the main line. Dortic’s position at
United Artists will be filled within a few
days, according to Clarence Eiseman, UA
manager.

Coplan Adds Film
Detroit — Gus

Coplan,

who

has

taken

over the Michigan rights for the picture,
“Damaged Lives,” will play the picture in
the Downtown Theatre, starting either
June 18 or 25.
BOXOFFICE
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J^ARTY MENTHO, formerly operator of
the Wolverine Theatre, is now managing and booking the Sun Theatre on Grand
River, which has been operated by the
Krim brothers.
Sam Ackerman will close his Eastside
Theatre early in July for extensive remodeling of the front and erecting of a
marquee.

Ann O’Donnell spent the Decoration Day
holiday in Connersville, Ind., visiting relatives.
Harry Berman, Republic exploiteer, has
gone to Buffalo to work on several pictures
out of that exchange for some time.

W. P. Dawson, who has resigned from
National Theatre Supply, has returned to
Amusement Supply, and will take over sales
and service for Ralph Ruben. Dawson has
been in the industry for more than 25
years.
Earl Hudson, United Detroit chief, had
an unusual “hole-in-two” the other day
at Maple Lane Country Club, when he had
a lOQ-yard drive and a 200-yard putt. With
him were Cliff Geisman and Bob Corbin.

The Variety Club will hold a regular
meeting at 8 o’clock Monday night at the
Book Cadillac. There will be no noon- day
luncheons this summer.
Ben Cohn of the Senate Theatre is sponsoring another baseball team in Class B
this summer in the Detroit Baseball Federation.

Johnny Pival of the Kramer Theatre
made his photo-taking hobby pay last
week when the Detroit Times used an unusual picture he snapped at the Detroit
Zoo.

SILVERMANS STARTING
ALTOONA HOUSE SOON
Altoona,

Jack Bell of United Bill Posting took a
holiday vacation drive to Pittsburgh and
back.
Bill Mattingly was over glad-handing
everybody at the Allied convention for Al
Dezel, especially on “Slaves in Bondage,”
and “The Vice Racket.”

Glad tidings to all his friends is the welcome news that Marvin Townsend is at
home recuperating now after his lengthy
stay at Herman Keifer Hospital. We know
Marvin will be glad to see anyone who has
time to stop by at his home to say “hello.”
He is at 5075 Hillsboro, just off Grand
River near Joy Road.
Bob Corbin is spending his vacation at
Saulte Ste. Marie. The United Detroit executive believes in “short cuts,” so he drove
there by way of Brookings, South Dakota.

Hoot Gibson’s Circus is due to play here
this next week. A tip to you wise showmen: How about capitalizing with running
one of those old Hoot Gibson Western to
draw the kids. P. S.: We don’t even know
who distributes the films, so its not advertising.
BOXOFFICE

of

a

new

ALLIED CONVENTION
SIDELIGHTS===
By GENE

RICH

Robert glass and H. a. Cole of Dallas and
H.

S. Leon

of

Haskell,

Tex.,

were

in a

hours later. Colonel Cole 'is Allied’s Southern
mainstay, while Glass and
Leon
operate three
theatres each in the Lone Star state.
AVe discovered a
double for Lionel Stander's
voice. Pete Wood, the dynamic
conventi<m arrangements chairman from Columbus, could easily
double for the Columbia feature player with that
bass voice of his,
Richard T. Turner of New York, of the theatrephone department of the Dictograph Co. gave an
illuminating discussion before the convention Wednesday on how exhibitors can include deaf persons among their patrons with the use of the
Acoustican theatrephone.
Someone suggested that Nate Yamins and Dave
Palfreyman
of the Hays
office hearlline the
wrestling card at the Monte
Carlo celebration
We<lnes<lay night. Dave, however, said he preferred Abram Myers, but that the Allied chief
have

to make

Dave^s

weight.

The result of the wrestling was
that "Nate
Vamins"
won
a
hard-fought tussel from
"Ed
Kuykendall," "Al Steffes" bested "Adolph Zukor."
and the two old war-horses, "Bill Hays"
and
"Abram
My^rs" "rassled" 15 minutes to a draw.
A. Rosenberg, Andy
Herman
of the Pittsburgh
convention with ea.stem
Fred
gave
take

Herington.
After
Fred on the long
it.

George
"the
over

Battiston and Dr. C. K.
contingent, drove to the
Pennsylvania^
dynamo,
the "needling" the boys
ride, they agree he <‘an

West. Screeno’s New
York
state distributor, was up and about shaking hands with

90 per cent"
the country."

of

the

exhibitors

"I

know

all

A
line-or-two more on the IMttsburgh conventioneers: Doc Herman,
of Carnegie, Penn., c<mibined business a-nd pleasure. He attende<l a patient
while here. Fred Herington and Eddie Beedle,
uho "didn’t like the beer." only downe<l 11 glasses.
Bart Dattola of New
Kensington almost broke
the "bank at Monte Carlo." Archie Fineman
and
Mike Shapiro renewe<l old muiiiaintances at several
lengtliy a-fter-biisiness sessions.
Aaron
Saperstein, Allied’s
much
in evidence but didn’t
"Just looking on and taking
answer.

Chicago boss, was
have much
to say.
it all in," was his

George Dembow
of National Screen Service was
a
genial host throughout the three-day confab,
(ieorge even held an inf«>rmal press party, enjo.ved
b.v all, on Wednesday
night.
Typical of
celebration.

the exclamations at the Monte Carlo
Quoting
Sam
Ackerman.
Detroit:

"Whew,
I just made a thousand bucks." A few
minutes later: "Well, I’m broke again." It’s a
money.
good thing, for many,
that it was
only stage

♦Jack Rose and Alex Manta
of Chicago, operators of the northern Indiana circuit, were walk-

(Continued on next page)

p E. ESSICK of the Scoville, Essick and
Reif circuit, and Mrs. Essick are vacationing at Atlantic City. From there they
will go to Philadelphia to attend the graduating exercises at the University of Pennsylvania from which their son Jack will be
graduated . . . Ted Teschner, assistant
manager at Loew’s State Theatre, has gone
to Providence, R. I., to join his wife for a
short vacation.
Miss

Ruth

Finger

is the new

mem-

ber of the Warner Theatre department’s
secretarial staff. She succeeds Dorothy
Goodman, who was married last Sunday
to Mort Goodman, also of the Warner staff
until his recent resignation to join the West
Coast advertising department.

Saul Bragin, head booker of Warner
Theatre department, spent the holiday
weekend in Chicago, his former home . . .
H. Makison’s new theatre in Barberton was
started last week . . . Mrs. Georgia Moffett
was guest speaker recently before the East
End Chamber of Commerce at a meeting
held to celebrate the tenth birthday anniversary of Warner’s Uptown Theatre.

hurry

to get to Milwaukee.
They
flew up in Glass’
Beachcraft five-passenger plane, leaving Dallas
Tuesday morning and getting here a mere five

uould

Detective John Hicks has been named
assistant to Sergt. Joseph Kollar, new
police theatre censor.

Pa. — Construction

theatre here for Silverman Brothers, owners and operators of the Strand Theatre,
will be under way immediately. New modern house will have a seating capacity of
900. Victor A. Rigaumont of Pittsburgh is
the architect.
Seating capacity of the new theatre planned by the Silverman Brothers at Hollidaysburg has not been disclosed, but it will
be a large size house for that town. Rigaumont states that construction will be started in the very near future.
Jake Silverman recently returned from a
long vacation spent in the southwest and
California and he has again assumed an
active interest in the management of the
local Strand, and his brother Ike has turned his attention to the real estate department.

The Cleveland Motion Picture Exhibitors Ass’n plans to hold a general meeting
about the middle of the month to tell its
members what happened at the national
Allied convention in Milwaukee.

Tommy Felice, Warner ad sales manager,
invites the members of the industry to
come in and meet his new assistant, Alfonso Bellanca.
Back from Hollywood conventions are
the Universal and Grand National representatives. That makes four doion
(M-G-M, GN, Universal and Monogram)
and six still go (20th-Fox, Paramount,
UA, Columbia, RKO and Republic).

URGED TO REQUEST
FEDERAL TAX HEARING
Columbus,

Ohio— Under

date

of

June

1,

P. J. Wood, secretary of the Independent
Theatre Owners of Ohio, appealed to state
showmen to write Chairman Robert L.
Doughton of the house ways and means
committee in Washington and request a
hearing on the house joint resolution to
extend the federal admission tax as is
until June 30, 1939.
Wood points out that unless exhibitors
can prevent passage of the resolution, the
present minimum exemption will remain at
40 cents. His organization is requesting
the ways and means committee to raise the
exemption to 50 cents in reporting on the
resolution.

April Admissions Jump
Washington — Revenue

from

theatre

ad-

missions increased by $323,257.14 for the
month of April over the same period last
year, according to government figures. The
internal revenue bureau lists total admissions for April of this year at $1,589,682.52.
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PITTSBURGH
(Continued

from page 60)

a dramatic story of G-Man activities during the McKinley administration, we kept
thinking of what a kick L. B. Cool would
get out of this show. Cool, former local
manager of the Fulton Theatre, and for the
past several years Sharon, Pa., city manager for Warner Bros., was secretary to
President William McKinley for a number
of years. The veteran showman is recovering from a recent operation and he is
now able to be up and around.

Joseph T. Frye has taken over the Doric
Theatre, Wardensville, W. Va. Neiv operator of the Ward Theatre, Ward, W. Va.,
is A. R. Clemens.

Tom Shanahan, popular local exhibitor,
has opened the summer season at his
Rock Bottom Swimming Pool, Edgewood,
with new bath houses, showers, etc.
Gabe Rubin will close his Art Cinema
for the summer in about two weeks.
This week’s Stanley stage show of local
amateur winners of the Wilkens-WJAS
Sunday afternoon radio hour has had one
of the best advance campaigns ever known
here, and the screen attraction, “The GoGetter,” has had an individual build-up by
the local Warner publicity department.
Picture has been viewed by numerous sales
executives of this city as part of the campaign.
John G. /Jack) Rainey, Natrona exhibitor who is employed at the Allegheriy
Comity Commissioners’ office, has been indorsed for the position of national commander of the Disabled American Veterans
of the World War, the convention being
scheduled for July 31 at Columbus, Ohio.
Rainey was in charge of decorating the
graves of the war dead in this county prior
to Memorial Day.
Joe Beile, manager for Andy Battiston at
Library for the past several years, has
joined the Warner Bros, organization as assistant manager at the Kenyon Theatre,
north side. The Library Theatre is now
being operated by Joseph Costarella, former Suterville exhibitor.
Capitol, Braddock, has been scrubbed
from top to bottom and from wall to wall,
and with other renovations the property
looks like it did 14 years ago when first
opened. Russ Wherle is beaming.
Jack Shea of Feiber & Shea was a recent
visitor.
Walter Woznack, manager of WB’s
Regal Theatre, Wilkinsburg, has resigned
this position to join the A. A. Weiland
family as manager of Weiland Theatre,
Center avenue, city. Woznack has served
a number of years at the Rowland, Wilkinsburg, under Dick Brown, before his
appointment as manager of the Regal
which WB acquired last year. Arthur
Braun, formerly assistant manager at the
WB Enright, East Liberty, has succeeded
Woznack at the Regal, and James McHugh
chief of staff at the downtown Stanley,
has been promoted
at the Enright.

to Braun’s former post

Joe Delisi’s four theatres have gone 100
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Allied Convention

per cent RCA with purchase of new type
equipment from this company to be installed within the next few days at his
Capitol, Nanty Glo, Pa.
Bedford Theatre, Bedford, and Cadogan
Theatre, Cadogan, have installed new
screen furnished by Superior M. P. Supply Co.
Mr. and Mrs. James G. Balmer will be
host and hostess at the first family night
party in the Variety Club's new quarters in
the William Penn Hotel on June 11.
Warner

Bros. Theatre executives met in

convention with the local circuit’s managers here this week.

(Continued

ing: adb for Bank Niffht. With them was Harry
Smith, Chieaffo Bank Nijfht distributor, who was
all smiles ever>' time the boys gave it a boost,
Charlie
Trampe,
Monogram
franchise owner,
theatreMilwaukee’s
operator and
film trucking
head, was praised in every other breath

service

by the many
“who
dropped in” on him at his
suite in the Pfister Thursday night. Among
those
we
noticed having a
gay time were Governor
Langer

of North Dakota; Eddie Golden of Monogram; Harry Smythe, Aaron Courshon and Aaron
Saperstein, Chicago; Mr. and Mrs. Frank Fisher,

Milwaukee,

manager,

is arranging

for a trade showing of “The Girl Said No”
at the Regent Square Theatre, probably
Sunday evening, June 13.
John F. Fallon, Fulton’s chief of serviee, has succeeded Bob Senft as assistant
manager there.
Broadway Theatre, Parkersburg, W. Va.,
has been dismantled . . . Weiland Theatre,
Wilkinsburg, was closed for several days
last week for renovation and redecoration.
New spring colors are attractive.

CINCINNATI
(Continued

and

A1

Kvool,

from page 60)

Bill "Red” Devaney, now with Metro in
Albany, is shaking hands with friends along
the Row.
Billy Bien is extending his Theatre Poster Supply Co., enlarging his quarters and
adding an extra representative, Tom Saunders, formerly with Paramount. Many exhibs in to see him this week, including
Dr. J. C. Newbold, Bill Chesbrough, Mr.
and Mrs. S. Macci of the Loraine, Greenville, and Charley Behlen, the Behlen circuit, Lexington, Ky.
Allan Moritz, Columbia manager, and
Ralph Kinsler, Grand National manager,
were badly shaken up in an auto accident
near Cincinnati. Kinsler is carrying his
arm in a sling and Moritz suffered bruises.
Both men are at their desks.
Maury White of the United Theatres
Corp., is back at his desk for several hours
a day, recuperating from his recent illness
and receiving the good wishes of his wide
circle of friends.

W.

to Air Lanes
Va. — ^Mike Layman,

man-

The early risers for the “before-breakfast” Fri<lay morning meeting, were treated to the i>aging
of “Mister Kuykendall” by a
Pfister i>age-boy.
(oiild there have been any conneetion between
that

and

A1

iSteffes*

though

the

spee<*h

of

convention

Friday
was

Among
those in Ray Tesch’s suite
Mike Brumm
and his son,. Arnold;
en54o. Max
Krofta, E. C. Krofta,
Merrill DeVine.

morning?

at

them, the Milwaukeeans didn’t let that
from having a typical away-from-home

home
deter
good

for

them
time.

one night were
Winnie DeLorJoe Goetz and

II. K. lairie of Milwaukee was an excellent song
leafier at the banciuet. The various units vied
with each other in singing (?) their state songs.
Even

coming

to

the

convention,

the

delegates

couldn’t get away
from giveaways.
What
with
Dick
Sachsel of National Screen’s Ten-O-Win,
George West of Screeno, and Sam Gertz of Screen
Game
Attractions there, its a
wonder
the convention didn’t take up giveaways on its program.
Charles Olive, Washington, I). C. operator, was
the lucky winner of the $25.0(^ given by Sam Gertz
at the banquet for the award in the playing of
his “Lucky Star” game.

We

didn’t

contents

get his name but there was one conventioneer nlio actually had not heard of the
of the Neely-Pettengill bill. You
can

imagine the look on Abram
Myer’s face, as he
uas interrupted to be asked about it while he was
talking Thursday.
The Alexander Film Co. “oasis” was as crowded
tliis year as ever. This year’s hosts from the company were W. G. Ireland and A. C. Knowles.
After hearing Sidney Samuelson
read Adolph
Zukor’s letter, we
suggest that some Broadway
agents can find a new star if they’ll just give
some director the opportunity of hearing Sidney
“speak his lines.”
H. M. Richey and
planed to and from

Layman

city

A1 Steffes’ future as a bell boy isn’t so rosy.
After “personally” delivering a telegram to Nate
Yamins, piece.
the prexy “tipped” with a
nice shiny
one-cent

that Furnas built the first motor that ever
carried an airplane, and was with Wright
in the first flight tests carried on in Washington for the U. S. government. A1 Sugarman discovered Furnas after a newspaper story brought to light his famous
callers.

Clarksburg,

Warner-Saxe

ager.

Even

Jules Lapidus, GN

from preceding page)

Ben
houses

Ashe
there

Frank Wetzman
the convention.

of Jamestown,
N.
and in Minneapolis

ployed at the Robinson’s Grand Theatre
here for about 15 years, has joined the
staff of WBLK, Clarksburg’s new radio
station. Layman is conducting a special
movie broadcast three times weekly. The
station is located in the Robinson’s Grand
Theatre building.

Detroit

D., wh<» operates
and 8t. Paul, was

given a big boost by Governor Danger when he was
<’re<lited as Al Steffes* main lieutenant in the fight
for passage of the divorcement bill in North
Dakota.
Appropriate souvenirs were distributed at the
banquet, the men
receiving leather memo
and
card wallets, and their wives receiving cut glass
perfume

bottles.

Arthur K. Howard,
business manager
of the
Boston unit, gave a brief report Friday on the
insurance plan as presented to Allied by Lloyds of
London.
Colonel Cole of Texas sponsored the resolution
thanking the Milwaukee and Wisconsin unit for
its untiring efforts in handling the convention.

Into GN lob
Hollywood — International

Cinema,

Inc.,

has begun work on the first film job for
Grand National Films, Inc. The company
recently obtained a contract which means
65 scheduled productions during the next
12 months.
PUNXSUTAWNEY

em-

of

PuNxsuTAWNEY,

ALPINE

Pa. — The

ROBBED
Alpine

Thea-

tre was robbed of several days’ receipts
last Monday night by intruders who jimmied the front door and knocked the lock
from the safe. State police were called
in to record fingerprints found on the safe,
according to Harry Batastini, owner of
the Alpine.
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CALIFORNIA
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PA.

Manager

W. L. A. 34377

WITH

A

PERSONALITY
Mr. Robert F. Klingensmith,
•■BOXOFFICE,"
1701 Blvd. of the Allies,
Pittsburgh, Pa.

Mr. Ben Shlyen
BOXOFFICE
4704 E. 9th St.
Kansas
Dear

Dear

City, Mo.

lust a little note today to advise you that I believe

Ben:

You no doubt remember

Mr. Klingensmith:

me

as Wamer-First

that your Production Index is one of the most
helpful departments ever dedicated to the interest of
motion picture exhibitors. This Index is absolutely

National

Branch Mgr. in Kansas City, Mo., 1926-1931. I took
over the above theatre, resigning from Universal at the
time. After spending a great many years on the other
side I am now getting a taste of the exhibition end
of it. Inclosed is my subscription as I am of the
opinion you have a mighty fine publication and one
that is well read. (Remember when I used to try to
convince the home office to advertise with you.)
I guess 1 sold myself.

complete in furnishing all the information so necessary to the successful operation of theatres and I
certainly feel confident that all exhibitors appreciate
this service.
I enjoy the various departments
find this service very helpful.

Well,

Thank
I am

you

for past favors, and
Yours

Regards,
(Signed)

M. C. SINIFT.

Lucas, Kansas.
4704 E. 9th St.,
Kansas

Kansas

City, Mo.

Gentlemen: —

getting out show
remain

A. POKE.

Tex.

City, Mo.

Will you please send me some gummed fasteners to use in my BOXOFFICE Picture Guide?
I have been in the show business for several

find check for $3.50 for 2 years’ subscription to BOXOFFICE- It's the best little
magazine I ever read.

Feature

CARL

Gentlemen: —

Enclosed

Those

with best regards,

Port Neches,
BOXOFFICE,
4704 E. 9th St.,

years

Index

items are a knockout

calendars.

Keep

them

in

up.

and have

Yours

Very truly yours,
(Signed)

never found

L. GILBREATH.
Manager

LYRIC

ASSOCIATED
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ALLIED ASSU FINDS A PLACE ID GO
Its Members

Overlapping Unions
Resnlt in Picketing
Milwaukee — A petition by the operators

of the Milwaukee, National and Aragon
theatres to restrain members of the Building Service Employes’ union, Local 150
(AFL), from picketing the houses has been
denied without prejudice by Circuit Judge
Charles I. Aarons.
Service employes of the Aragon, operated by C. Goderski, and of the Milwaukee
and National, operated by George Fischer,
were reported to favor affiliation with the
United Theatre Workers’ union (CIO) .
The managements stated in their complaint that an AFL union employe is on
strike at each theatre and that the majority of employes are members of the CIO
union.
Efforts are being made by union and
exhibitor representatives to arbitrate the
matter.

PROFIT-SHARING NOT
NEW TO INDUSTRY
St. Louis — Announcement

out of Holly-

wood that all employes of Universal Pictures are to share in the future profits of
that company commencing next fall has
recalled to oldtimers hereabout that O. T.
Crawford of St. Louis put into effect a
similar arrangement some 25 or 30 years
ago. But unfortunately for Crawford’s
workers, there wasn’t much profit to share.
Crawford, it will be recalled, was the first
man in the industry to conceive the idea
of producing pictures to be shown first
run in his own theatres and distributed
through his own exchange.

CRAITE
Fort

BUILDING

Atkinson,

IN FT. ATKINSON

Wis. — I. J. Craite

of

Horicon, Wis., has started building a new
theatre here, to be 110x31 feet.

Indianapolis Hints for
Next Meet
Milwaukee — While

they

did

Keep Leaders Pointed
in That Direction

not

make an open bid for it, many of the
Indiana contingent to the Allied convention here last week expressed the
hope that the 1938 gathering might
he held at Indianapolis.
“We can handle the convention in
great order,” said I. R. Holycross of
Indianapolis, to Boxoffice. “And
wouldn’t the boys like to come there
next year in time to see the big annual 500-mile race?”

By CALVIN
Milwaukee — Once

women

delegates

were

royally entertained at the Allied convention last week by the Ladies Auxiliary of
the local Variety Club. Mrs. Frank Fisher,
president of the auxiliary, was in charge
of the women’s entertainment, which began with a cocktail party Wednesday afternoon. The affair, attended by wives of
70 delegates, was held in the Variety Club
rooms at the Schroeder Hotel here.
Thursday a luncheon was given for the
women at the Elks Club, while in the afternoon they were taken on a tour of Milwaukee.

INTRA-UNION CONFLICT
FLARES IN ST. LOUIS
St. Louis — A

jurisdictional

dispute

tween Local No. 1 of the Brotherhood

be-

of

Electrical Workers and the Sign Hangers’
Local No. 732, both affiliated with the
American Federation of Labor, caused a
strike of about 150 electricians employed
by 15 local electric sign companies. Both
unions are claiming the right to hang and
erect the signs.

CENTRAL EDITION Is One of the Seven Secjtional Editions
in Which BOXOFFICE Is Published Weekly. The Other
Six Editions Are: NEW ENGLAND, MIDEAST, MIDWEST,
WESTERN, SOUTHERN, EASTERN.

HERMER
again,

as on

a num-

ber of preceding similar occasions, this
writer found himself in that rather delectable and always interesting position of unofficial observer of the Allied States Assn,
national independent exhibitor convention
last week in Milwaukee and once again
feels obliged to pour out a few of these
unofficial observations for whatever they

Auxiliary Entertains
Convention Visitors
Milwaukee — The

Determined to

may be worth.
The actual and factual news reports
from the convention may be found elsewhere in these pages, supplied by several
of Boxoffice’s capable typewriter pounders, leaving us that intangible field where
the ear-to-the-ground is about the most
dependable means of recording certain
under-the-surface impressions which shall
forthwith be reproduced herein.
“Something

Doing”

Attitude

Probably the most outstanding layer of
the 1937 convention, among the diversely
stratified phases into which the general
activities of any such gathering usually
fall, is the “something accomplished, something done” attitude which seemed to prevail and which gave this particular convention a united seriousness of purpose
somewhat lacking at past meetings. With
the passing of the years it would appear
that Allied has found itself a destination.
True, the annually dusted-off hue and
cry about block-booking, percentage pictures, preferred playing time, and all the
other so-called “evils” of film distribution,
against which the poor downtrodden exhibitor has always raised his voice in supplication to a non-existent, or at least nonreactive heaven, was again raised — this
time by that very competent and logical
orator. New Jersey’s Sidney Samuelson —
but it was far from being the highlight of
the convention. Messrs. Neely and Pettengill, for example, received only slight mention as compared with the amount and
time of deliberation spent upon “divorce”
(Continued on page 70)

CALVIN HERMER, Central Editor, 908 S. Wabash Ave.,
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2820 N. 52nd St., Milwaukee, Wis.

FUND APPROPRIATION QUERY RISES
St. Louis

Paper

Reports
Sanowski, Kaimann in

Exhibitor Inquiries on
MPTO Fund

Repudiation

St. Louis— “Some St. Louis members of
the MPTO of E. Mo. and S. 111. are won-

St. Louis — Max Saiioivski, manager of the Fairy Theatre, has repudiated the interview credited to him

dering what has become of a ‘defense fund’
of about $15,000 collected from them last
September when they were negotiating

in the St. Louis Post-Dispatch which
quoted him as saying that he had
given a check for $150 as a contribution to an MPTO
defense fund, to

wage contracts with union projectionists,”
declares the St. Louis Post Dispatch in a
story on June 1 that has created considerable comment in local motion picture
circles.
Two

Members

Report

Clarence H. Kaimann, owner of several North St. Louis theatres. Likewise Kaimann has stated that he
“ivas

Assessment

I'he story goes on to say “two members
of the association have told the Post Dispatch that they were each assessed $150

talking

to

a

reporter

about

Asking the pardon of any we might have
overlooked, the local representation that
we were able to record included: Aaron

that the Post-Dispatch article ‘‘was
based on a lot of gossip.” “/ doii’t
know anything about any defense
fund and if any was raised I did not

Saperstein, Tippy Harrison, Dick Salkin,
Joint Semidalas, Van Nomikos, Elmer Benisch, Henri Elman, Abe Fader, Sam Halper,
Aaron Courshon, Joe Weiss, Ludwig Sussman, Verne Langdon, W. J. Mueller, Nate
Wolf, M. O. Wells, Ludwig Siegel, Morrie
Salkin, Lou Abramson, Ben Katzman, Bob
Hartman, Charlie Nelson, Jimmy Coston,
Charlie Auerbach, Abe Auerbach, J. Manta,
Charlie Miller, S. Roberts, Ben Bartlestein,
Jack Rose, Alex Manta, Peck Gomersall,

contribute to it,” he said, and
tinued: ‘‘If some theatreowners

“The labor committee sought the fund,
these informants said, ‘to settle the wage
controversy.’ Subsequently the union
agreed to a one-year contract which called
for no increase in the basic pay of projection operators although the new contract did provide minor increases for some

conpaid

somebody some money, I don’t know
anything about it.” Wehrenberg added that Max Sanowski and Clarence
H. Kaimann have told hint the neivspaper misquoted them.

operators according to the seating capacity
of theatres in which they were employed.
Then

Admit

porter

Fund

“Existence of the $15,000 fund was at
first denied by Clarence H. Kaimann, owner of several North St. Louis theatres and
a member of the labor committee of the
owners association, when a Post-Dispatch
reporter asked him about it. When the
reporter told him members of the association had stated they gave him their contributions, he admitted that such a fund
had been raised.

was one, the same as many organizations have,’ Kaimann told the reporter. ‘It was used for many purposes.’

“To

a

request for more specific information about the use made of the money,
Kaimann replied:

“ ‘Picnics, and things like that,’ and
fused to discuss the matter further.

“Max Sanowski, owner of the Fairy
Theatre, told the reporter he had given
Kaimann a check for $150 last September
to pay his assessment for the fund. Collection of the fund, Sanowski said, was
agreed on at a meeting of theatre owners
during the contract negotiations with the
Projectionists Union.
Fund

to Settle

Wage

Demands

“ ‘The labor committee told us: “You
pay your assessments, and let us handle
the matter.” Sanowski related to the reporter. “So we paid.” Those present,
Sanowski said, understood “the matter”
to be a settlement of the demand for an
increased wage by the projection operators.
“Another theatre owner, who would not
permit use of his name, gave an account
similar to Sanowski’s of the manner in
which the fund was collected and the purpose for which it was to be used.
“This

68

theatre

owner

exhibited

canceled

check

for $150

which,

'Kaimann and Landau’ and was indorsed
in that fashion on its reverse side. It bore
no other indorsement.
Wehrenberg

Denies

Knowledge

“Louis Landau, owner of the Maryland
Theatre, a member, with Kaimann and
others, of the owners’ labor committee,
denied to a reporter that any defense fund
had been collected.
“Fred

Wehrenberg, president of the association, was said by Kaimann to have been
member of the labor committee, but

a

Wehrenberg told the reporter he had nothing to do with it.
“

re-

a

he said, represented payment of his assessment. The check was made payable to

“ 'There

Jl^PPROPRIATELY, the high news of the
week among the personalities of Chicago filmdom must necessarily be regarding those 60 or 70 hardy souls who braved
the wind and weather, or at least made the
pleasant 90 mile jaunt to Milwaukee and
the Allied convention. Chicago not only
went to the convention, Chicago TOOK
the convention. There were so many localities there, especially on Thursday, that
it looked almost like a Chicago convention
with a few out-of-town visitors.

something else.”
Fred Wehrenberg, local MPTO
president, told Boxoffice this week

for the fund by the association’s labor
committee, handling negotiations with the
union, whose members then were seeking
a wage increase of $10 a week.

Deny,

C IIHII II C A G Cl

‘I don’t

know

of any

defense

fund,’

Wehrenberg said, ‘and if any was raised,
I did not contribute to it. If some theatre
owners paid somebody some money, I don’t
know anything about it.’
“Another member of the labor committee, Louis Ansell, owner of the Empress
and two other theatres, professed to have
no knowledge of the fund. Other members
of the committee,

who

could not be reach-

ed, were Ansell’s brother Joseph, and Benjamin Pettier, owner of a North St. Louis
theatre.

Melvin Sussman, Bill Pearl, Jack McPherson, Irving Mack, Art Stern, Dick Sachsel,
Elmer Miller, Joe Stern, I. G. Ettelson,
Eddie Brunnell, Lou Price, Ed Sayre, Joe
Koppel, B. Lasker, Joe Pastor, Jack Rubin,
Art Gould, Ed Wolk, D. H. Fitike, A. M.
Siegel, Addie Klein, Jolmnie Mednikow,
Herman Marks, Joe Berenson, Tom Flannery, M. J. Weil, Abe Gumbiner, Steve
Bennis, Leo Bennis, Joe Goldberg, Harry
Toler. Bill Crouch Dan Goldberg . . . without regard to their batting order.
Dick Sachsel wasn’t quite the shining
light this year that he was in Cleveland a
year ago, when he was able to regiment
the local contingent into a unified gathering which went strong for his particular
variety of fun-making. There was, of
course, a bit of hot-footing here and there,
and a few 4 a. m. phone calls, but for the
most part Dick gave the floor to another,
not a Chicagoan at present but well and
favorably known in our midst for many
years, namely George West, who now hails
from New Yawk, suh, and who ran high,
wide and handsome during the three days
of the convention. George was just about
the funniest guy we have seen in a long
time, especially when he was passing out
the drinks. No matter whose they were,
George passed the drinks around, and got
his share while at it.
For the most part, the Chicago Allied
exhibitor members were just interested

“When contract negotiations were begun
last September, John P. Nick, lATSE vicepresident represented the union, but before
they were concluded, he said, he became
ill and went to a hospital.

spectators. Not many of Allied’s national
policies fit this particular local situation,
except its stand on affiliated theatres, and

“Nick told a reporter he had never heard
of the theatre owners’ defense fund. He
said ‘about 10 men’ comprising the union’s
wage committee, participated in the negotiations in behalf of the union. If there

spectators they did not take a greatly active part in the deliberations.

was

so Louie Price didn’t
windows this year.

a fund, Nick said, he would be interested in learning what had become of the

several

The

Those

to the remoney.”

others of lesser moment; and although the Chicago boys were interested

seventh

floor was

a little too high

jump

four inveterate
BOXOFFICE

through
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Wolf, Wells, Siegel and

Salkiii . . . or Nate,

Moe, Ludwig and Morrie, for definite identifcation. . . attended the convention —
hut didn’t attend the convention. They
came in Thursday morning, went into an
executive session of their own and returned
home Friday morning. A good time was
had by all.
Mel Sussman, who rates high in local
insurance circles, having written a number
of local film men into the Equitable Life,
rates just as high as a candid cameraman.
Mel got a lot of good shots up there which
wil be published from time to time by this
as well as other trade papers.
Charlie and Abe Auerbach got their biggest convention thrill on the way home,
when Charlie read in the paper while en
route back to Chicago on the train that
their New Strand Theatre had been held
up. Both almost had heart failure until
they read that the bandits, who also
"heisted” the Biltmore on the same trip,
had taken only $9.00, the balance of the
receipts being in the Brinks safe.
Bob Hartman almost stole the equipment
exhibition by putting a live model on one
of his Speed-O-Bykes. Telephone number
on request.
The National Screen headquarters was
a busy place. George Dembow from the
home office, and Jack McPherson, Johnnie
Mednikow, Dick Sachsel and Art Stern
from the Chicago office doing the honors
in stately style.
Peck
manager,

Gomersall, Universal district
showed up at the convention to,

as he put it, “take care of a little gladhanding for the company among our exhibitor friends.”
And

Jimmy

Coston,

whose

name

appear^

in the list above, didn’t exactly attend the
convejition. Jimmy was in Milwaukee
Thursday and dropped into the Phister
with

Al Kvool, L. F. Gran and Jack Keegan, partly for a friendly kibitz and partly
to look over some of the exhibits.

So back to Chicago for whatever gleaning news the three day convention and the
three day holiday left for us . . . Eddie
(the great) Safier, formerly of the local
United Artists sales staff, is now covering
the northern Indiana and Illinois country
territory for Capitol Film Exchanges and
Monogram Pictures.
Sam Sax, head of production of Vitapho7ie Shorts for Warner Bros, ivas a local
visitor the other day . . . Another visitor
to the Row was Frank Ford of Sterling, III.
W. C. Arterburn and N. W. Barrie have
taken over the Steger Theatre in Steger,
111., closed

for some time. They are remodeling the house and installing RCA
sound. The house will be booked through
Eddie Mager in the Allied office.
Sam Clark, Chicago Warner district exploiteer, who incidentally leaves this week
for New York for a few days on a special
assignment, got off a timely stunt on the
opening of “Kid Galahad” when he screened the picture in Michigan City for Jimmy
Braddock, the champ. With the cooperation of Harry Rubin, manager of the Tivoli
Theatre there, Sam had Braddock, now
(Continued
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Theatre Organizing
Starts in Hammond
Hammond, Ind. — Organization of ushers,
cashiers, doormen and other theatre employes not already unionized has been
started by Ed Almy, business agent of local
No. 133 of the lATSE and the Operators
Union.
Almy has said more than 100 employes
in the 20 theatres in Hammond, Whiting,
East Chicago and other Calumet district
towns will be affected by the organization.
The local, which is applying for a charter to the lATSE, may be under the jurisdiction of local No. 133 or may be a separate unit. It will be affiliated with the
American Federation of Labor.

CENTRAL DELEGATION
TO 20TH-FOX MEET
Los Angeles — Four exchange areas in
the central division supplied 29 delegates
to the 20th Century-Fox convention which
opened here Tuesday, as follows:
Chicago: C. W. Eckhardt, manager; A.
M. Van Dyke, office manager; E. P. Grohe,
H. Loeb, H. Goodamote, F. Sliter, M.
Simon, salesmen; F. Wagner, booker; L.
A. Monette, ad sales manager.
Indianapolis: George
ager; J. R. Neger, H. L.
J. Black, T. McCleaster,
terel’, head booker; E.
manager.

T. Landis, manHancock, Gaylord
salesmen; K. DotOrsenigo, ad sales

Milwaukee; J. H. Lorentz, manager;
Morris Horwitz, George Edgerton, Carl
Michel, salesmen; Meyer Kahn, booker; S.
Kohlberg, ad sales manager.
St. Louis; B. B. Reingold, manager; J.
A. Feld, George H. Ware, L. J. Williams,
A. Eskin, salesmen; Miss F. Patke, booker;
A. McManus, ad sales manager.

Gilbert, Not Donovan
Wisconsin Dells, Wis. — Gilbert O. Deakin advises that the Dells Theatre here is
owned and operated by him, and not by
his brother, Donovan S., as previously reported. The Dells has recently been renovated.

Great States Will Build
Champaign, III. — Publix-Great States
will award contracts soon for the construction of the new Illini Theatre here.
The house will seat 1,500 and cost about
$200,000. It will be located near
versity of Illinois properties.

GILOOLY

REOPENS

the Uni-

JEFFERSONVILLE

Jeffersonville, Ind. — John F. Gilooly
has completely remodeled the LeRose
Theatre here, which has been closed since
the floods, and has reopened the house.
Complete reseating was included in the job.

News

in Brief

JED

KARATZ of AIR-LOC SEAT INDUSTRIES, INC., attended the Allied Convention at Milwaukee and reports that a
most enthusiastic reception was given by
exhibitors present to the new model and

style of DeLuxe AIR-LOC full-upholstered
chair displayed at the convention. Mr.
Karatz also states that he received many
contracts for chairs from exhibitors there,
one of which was from Mr. William Heineman at the Peerless Theatre at Milwaukee,
Wisconsin, which calls for installation on
or about June 10th.
*

*

*

AIR-LOC
SEAT
INDUSTRIES,
INC.,
during the last week received a contract
for about

800 DeLuxe AIR-LOC full-upholstered chairs from the Ogliette Brothers
for their new theatre at Leechburg, Penn.
★

★

*

Mr. George Rauenhorst has let contract
for his new Fulda Theatre which is being
constructed at Fulda, Minnesota. Mr.
Rauenhorst’s present Crystal Theatre is to
be dismantled and made into a store. Mr.
Rauenhorst was in Minneapolis during the
last week, during which time he contracted
with CINEMA SUPPLIES, INC., for all of
the necessary equipment for his new Fulda
Theatre. The equipment is to consist of
new booth equipment as well as deluxe
AIR-LOC
full-upholstered chairs, new
screens, carpets, drapes, etc. Mr. Rauenhorst further states that his new Fulda
Theatre is scheduled to be completed in
time for opening on or about August 1st.
★

★

★

Mr. George Nicol announced the opening of the Nashua Theatre at Nashua,
Mont., and has let contract with CINEMA
SUPPLIES, INC., for complete booth as
well as other equipment for his Nashua
Theatre, which is scheduled to open to the
public on or about June 15th.
★

★

★

Approximately forty or more Northwest
exhibitors left by train, car and plane to
attend the Allied Convention in Milwaukee.
Included in this group were Bill Frank and
Oscar

Woempner of the Franklin Amusement Company, who in addition to attending the convention were also looking for
ideas to incorporate in their beautiful new
Avalon Theatre in Minneapolis and new
State Theatre at Hutchinson, Minn., which
are now in the process of construction.
The new Avalon Theatre in Minneapolis is
scheduled to be completed on or about
the 15th of June, and the theatre in Hutchinson about one month later. Both of these
DeLuxe theatres will be equipped with
AIR-LOC

full-upholstered

chairs. — Adv.
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Chicago Delegation
Largest at Allied
Milwaukee — Leading

the country

in the

number of delegates attending Allied’s
national convention here May 26, 27. 28,
Chicago had 61 registrants. These delegates and those attending from Milwaukee,
outstate Wisconsin and outstate Illinois
are as follows:
From Illinois: Manny Abrams, Lawndale
Theatre; A. Auerbach, Panorama; Charles
Auerbach, New Strand; Elmer E. Benesch,
Madlin; Joseph Berenson, National Theatre Service; Aaron Bishop, Bishop Theatre; E. W. Bishop, Erpi; Edward Brunnell,
Metropole; Bill Crouch, Motion Picture
Herald; Henri Elman, Star and Garter;
Herbert and I. Ettelson, Lakeshore; A.
Fader, Metro; D. H. Finke, General Register Corp.; Sam Gertz, Screen Games Attractions; A. J. Goldberg, G. C. S. Circuit;
Irving Goldman, Confection Cabinet Corp.;
Arthur Gould, Joseph Stern Circuit; Abe
Gumbiner, Royal, Alinia, Banner; S. Halper, Metro; Tippy Harrison, Marshall
Square; R. Hartman, Midwest Film
Studios; Cal Hermer, Boxoffice; Ben
Katzman, Avenue; Milton Keller, Screen
Games Attractions; A. E. Klein, RCA Mfg.
Co.; C. M. Koch, General Register Co.; J.
B. Koppel, J. Lasker & Son; V. R. Langdon. Hub Theatres Co.; Ben and Carl
Lasker, J. Lasker & Son; Leslie Lyons,
Adolphi; Irving Mack, Filmack Trailer;
Alex Manta, Indiana-Illinois Theatres;
George H. Mayer, Natl. Carbon Co.; J. R.
McPherson, and J. S. Mendikow, National
Screen Service; F. D. Morton, Erpi; William Mueller, Alamo; Charles A. Nelson,
Lawndale; Gene Rich, Boxoffice; Samuel
Roberts, California Theatre; Jack Rose,
Indiana-Ill. Theatres; Jack Rubin, Public;
D. H. Ruliffson, Erpi; Dick and Leo Sachsel. Original Renu Screen Service; R. Salkin, Jackson Park Theatre; Aaron Saperstein. Allied Theatres of 111.; Edward
Sayre, Universal Theatre Premiums; Irving Sevin, Rio & Times; A. M. Siegel,
General Register Corp.; W. W. Simons,
Erpi; Harry L. Solomon, Times Tlieatre;
Elmer and James Stepanek, Lynn and Hillside Theatres; Arthur Stern, Natl. Screen;
Joseph Stern, Joseph Stern Circuit; L. and
Melvin Sussman, Adolphi; J. J. Weiss,
G. C. S. Circuit; all of Chicago.
From outstate Illinois ; Leo and Steve
Bennis, Lincoln & Grand Theatres, Lincoln.
From Indiana; Earl W. Bell, Howard
Theatre, Indianapolis; E. P. Brainard,
Mishawaka Rubber & Woolen Mfg. Co.,
Mishawaka; H. A. Calloway, Douglas, Indianapolis; R. J. Finley, Mishawaka; Guy
D. Hammitt, Strand, Crawfordsville; H.
A. Heyer, Moroko, Morocco; I. R. Holycross, Anderson Amusement, Indianapolis;
A. J. Inks, Crystal, Ligonier; A. J. Johnson,
Palace, Crown Point; C. W. Massey, State,
Worthington; J. F. O’Brien, RCA Indianapolis; Harry M. Palmer, Palmer Bros.
Amusement, Washington; Phil Schloss,
Crystal, Ligonier; John Servaas, State, Indianapolis; B. and Jack Van Borssum,
Savoy and West Tlieatres, Terre Haute;
H. B. Vonderschmitt, Indiana, Bloomington; W. P. Werner, Rialto, Tell City; Dudley Williston, American Theatre Corp., In(Continued on page 73)
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Allied Goal

ANSELLS CONTRACT
TO REMODEL THEATRE
St. Louis — The

Ansell

Amusement

Co.

has awarded

a contract for extensive improvements to the Ritz Theatre.
Plans call for a new structural glass
front for the one-story and balcony theatre, a new lobby, new toilet rooms, a cooling system and general interior alterations and redecorating, etc. The work
probably will cost upwards of $25,000.

BEASLEY HEADS NEW
SEAT FIRM OFFICE
Chicago — John

G. Beasley

is in charge

of the local office which has been opened
by International Seating Co. of Union
City, Ind. The office is located on the
ground floor of the Warner Bldg, here,
1311 South Wabash.
Beasley invites all exhibitors to drop in
and see the new quarters.

Anniversary Tieups
Madison,

Wis. — As a fourth

anniversary

celebration in connection with the opening
of the showing “A Star Is Born,” the
Orpheum Theatre here secured the cooperation of four local merchants in making
gift awards to the first Madison baby born
the evening of the opening of the flicker.
The tieup resulted in some swell publicity
for the Orpheum both in newspaper advertising and word-of-mouth advertising.

Air Condition Property
St. Louis — The

work

of air conditioning

the Humboldt Bldg, at Grand and Washington Blvds. has just about been completed by the Fox-St. Louis Properties,
Inc., operating organization for that building and the adjoining Fox Theatre.

THEATRE

CHANGES

Chicago — Theatre

changes

as

reported

by the Film Board of Trade;
rra!i>ferN :
New
Home. <’hicaj;o, to T. H. Brotiuaii.
Hawford, Havana, to Kerasotes Bros.
Lyric (formerly Puritan Oiiera House), West
Salem. 111., to J. W. lies.
I>url)in (formerly Bluffs), Bluffs, HI., to Paul
J.

luii’ban.
Uoxy. Poulterville, III., to E. F. Karches and
Frank R. McLean.
Hess, Hessville. Ind., to If. G. Tease.
.A Ini, South Whitley, Ind., to l>on LeBrun.
Broadway, New
Haven, Ind., to A. K. Ross.
Emerson. Indianapolis, to Marlene Gorp.
Brook, Brook, Ind., to Miller Bros.
Dells, Wisconsin Dells. Wis., to Gilbert Deakin.
Richland, Richland Center, Wis., to Mrs. Sarah

Eskin.
Park, Milwaukee, to Mitchell Theatre Co.
Badper, Merrill, Wis., to Admil, Inc.
VoKue, Kenosha, to Standard Theatre, Inc.
Washington,
Opening’s:

Chicago Heights,
Fargo, Geneva, 111.
Salem, Salem, 111.
Gem, Robbs, 111.
Equality, Equality. 111.
Washington. Evansville, Ind.
Grand, Oshkosh. Wis.
Viking, Loyal, Wis.

(’losings:
('>pera

House,

Community,

Green

Sumner,

Lake,

111.

(Continued

from page 67)

legislation, labor problems and other more
immediate considerations.
Divorce

Bill

New

Fetish

The divorce bill, with the activities of
the defense committee and all its trimmings, must, we believe, be necessarily considered as the most important angle of
Allied’s aggression upon its “adversaries.”
Once more, after several years of comparative inactivity, A1 Steffes comes again into
the limelight to bring the well-known fireworks of his oratory into play upon this
controversial movement which has given
the Allied independent theatre owners a
hitherto unpossessed goal toward which to
direct their organized activity.
A year ago at Cleveland it was thought
by many, including your reporter, that
what was described by someone as Steffes’
latest brainstorm, was just some new flash
in the pan invented to put a little dynamite into an otherwise almost stagnant
meeting and, incidentally, a plan to raise
a new flock of dough to replace depleted
funds. Little or no credence was placed
in the possibility that this idea of forcing
the distributors into giving up their profitable affiliated exhibition outlets could actually have any success. We understand,
in fact, that even those same distributors
against whom the move was directed gave
no more reaction to it than just a quiet
laugh.
Progress

in Fight

Steffes and the rest of his committee,
however, thought they had a pretty good
hunch, and were able to inspire sufficient
confidence among the assembled exhibitors at Cleveland to get them to pledge the
necessary “war chest” of a quarter of a
million dollars. The history of the divorce
movement since that time is well enough
known to obviate the necessity of any discussion. Some success has been achieved.
Some enormous obstacles have appeared.
The future of the plan is still decidedly in
doubt. But the fact remains that some
definite progress has been made and on
that basis the Milwaukee convention expressed itself with complete confidence in
the continued operation of the defense
committee.
The confidence was expressed that the
distributors would eventually be kicked out
of the theatre business, based upon the
facts that:
(1)

North

Dakota

passed

the

bill, it was

signed by the governor, and that same
governor appeared at the convention banquet and assured the attending exhibitors

(Continued
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DISTRIBUTORS
Middle

West

Wis.

111.

(Orpheum, C’hicago.
Princess, Newburgh, Ind.
Hoy, Franklin, Ind.
Metro, Ft. Branch. Ind.
Lincoln. vSheboygan. Wis.
Star, Oshkosh. Wis.
Muscoda, Muscoda, Wis.
Cameo. Kenosha, Wis.

New

Theatres:

Hum
Opera House, Milton,
Kansan, Kansas, 111.
Roxy, Remington, Ind.
Cinema, Indianapolis, Ind.

111.

JEWEL
8.11 S. Wabash

PRODUCTIONS
CHICAGO

Phone: Webster 73.1.5
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ITOfBUIANAliroiLlilS
^HE local showmen pulled their regular
annual stunt Saturday night at the
Variety Club, entertaining the 500 mile
race visitors. It was announced as a “Racy
Speedy Stream Line Mile-A-Second Party”
and all that it takes to make it one. Special music and entertainment was one of
the features stressed. It didn’t miss it.
Douglas Haney, operator of the Indiana
Theatre, Ft. Wayne, Ind., has leased his
theatre to the new Suburban Theatre Corp.
Robert J. Schmidt will manage the house.
The Royal Theatre, Garrett, Ind., has
just installed a new air-conditioning system and made some minor improvements.
Exchange managers were presented with
demands from the Film Exchaiige Employes Special Department Local Union
B. 35. They are as follows: Forty hour
maximum working week, with time and
one-half for all overtime; double time for
Sunday; three week’s vacation with full
pay; and a closed shop. In some instances
the new scale is nearly 100 per cent over
the present wage scale. No definite arrangements have been completed, and no
hearings have been set.
Despite the handicap of the recent great
flood covering much of the territory served
by the Indianapolis exchanges, RKO Radio
has just completed 22 weeks sales and billing campaign, showing a great increase in
business for the same period of last year.
Martin Solomon, who wants to be called
“Marty,” Columbia’s local manager, has
returned from the south with a splendid
coat of tan and plenty of pep and energy.
He has regained his health and says he
feels excellent.
William Rosenthal, United Artists manager, has returned from Atlantic City
where he spent two weeks vacation,
Milton Starr, Nashville, Tenn., and
southern circuit operator, spent the weekend in Indianapolis attending the 500 mile
auto race.
Barney Barnard, Paramount manager,
is on his way to the west coast and will
take his vacation en route to the Paramount convention.
7. Landau, formerly of Louisville, Ky.,
with Big Feature Rights Corp., is now in
charge of the city sales department in
Indianapolis.
A new Independent Theatre Operators
organization has been formed in Indiana,
to be known as the United Theatre Owners
of Indiana, Inc. Incorporators are N. N.
Bernstein, Edward C. N. Pilipiak, George
Neary and George Cohan. Headquarters,
504 Broadway, Gary, Indiana.
Johnnie Davis, Terre Haute, Ind., and
former Brazil boy, has signed a long-term
contract with Warner Bros., according to
advice from Hollywood.
Among visitors on Filmrow: J. Goldberg,
LaPorte; Billie Connors, Marion; Joe
Schilling, Connersville ; Oscar Fine, Evansville and Roy Harold, Rushville, Ind.
BOXOFFICE
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Mirisch Gives Up
Warner Film Buying
Milwaukee

—

Harold

Mirisch

has

re-

signed his post as chief film buyer of the
Warner-Saxe Theatres here to take over
the management of the Oriental and
Tower theatres for Annenberg, Inc.
Mirisch has been identified with Warner
Theatres for many years. He rose from
an office boy to general manager of Warner’s Wisconsin houses in 1935, succeeding
Dave Weshner who was transferred to
Philadelphia.
Eight months ago, when the WarnerSaxe pool was made, A1 Kvool, Saxe manager, was made Wisconsin general manager
ing.
and Mirisch became head of the film buyHe has announced

NEW

no future plans.

SALEM THEATRE
SOLD TO PRESTONS

Salem,

Mo. — The

New

Salem

Theatre

which is under construction has been sold
by F. V. Mercier of Perryville, Mo., to Miss
Mae and Kenneth Preston who operate the
Lyric Theatre here. The purchase price
was not revealed. The New Salem is to
be one story and of brick construction.

Monogram

Incorporates

St. Louis — Monogram

Pictures,

Inc., of

St. Louis has been incorporated here to
distribute, buy, sell and deal in motion
picture films, negatives, prints and photoplays, etc. It will have 100 shares of no
par value stock. The incorporators: Harry
Scott, St. Louis, 96 shares; Harold J. Sherman, Brooklyn, N. Y., 2 shares, and Eleanor Brook, Brooklyn, 2 shares.

CHICAGO
(Continued

from page 69)

training at Golfmore, new Lake Michigan
resort, and his whole training staff over.
J. A. Dauntler has started excavating
for a new addition to the Prophet Theatre
at Tampico, 111. He plans to add 30 feet
to the house, which will accommodate 100
more seats.
Another

list of recent RCA

installations

from Addie Klein, who sells ’em includes
the Milwaukee Theatre, Milwaukee; National, Milwaukee; Avan, Peoria; Mar,
Wilmmgton, III.; Majestic, Madison, Wise.
Leo Blank, Warner Bros. Pictures executive in charge of sales in the midwest
district, left last Friday by air for Hollywood to preview a number of film productions recently completed.
Dan

Cupid has taken a couple of potshots at the film business here resulting
in two weddings, one recent, and the other
scheduled. Dorothy Pinsky of the United
Artists office was married on May 22 to
Mr. William Saranow of Chicago. The
other one is the approaching marriage of
Maxine Fieldman of the Langley Theatre
who will join hands in matrimony on June
(Continued on next page)

]yjRS. IDA ULRICH, and Mr. and Mrs.
Gordon E. Smith, mother and brotherin-law and sister, respectively, of Lenore
Ulric, famous stage star who has made
several pictures, have left for Groton-onthe Hudson, N. Y. to visit Miss Ulrich, who
is seriously ill with a leg infection.
William Berg, projectionist at the Riverside Theatre here, was slugged while on
the way home from the theatre. Berg was
felled from behind and does not knoiv
who the assailant was.
Arthur Desormeaux is installing a new
RCA sound system in his Majestic Theatre at Madison.
Claude Wadkins and Lee Macklin have
closed their Grand Theatre at New London during June for remodeling and renovations to cost approximately $6,000.
A cloudburst at Richland Center resulted
in the flooding of the basement of the new
Eskin Theatre there, doing damage estimated at over $500.
Picketing of the city hall by Lazar,
Angel, Anton and Dr. Joseph Atanasoff
ended abruptly when the four were arrested for disorderly conduct. The brothers
have figured in various demonstrations to
secure the return of their World Theatre,
which they claim they lost in an alleged
conspiracy .
The Milwaukee Warner Club held its
annual party May 28 at the Chateau
County club. The committee in charge of
arrangements for the event included Esther Spero and Joseph Reynolds.
Robert Hicks, formerly of St. Louis, has
been named director of publicity and advertising for the Warner-Saxe Theatres
here.
Eddie Vollendorf is the new booker and
buyer for Warner-Saxe here, replacing
Harold Mirisch, former booker, who has
taken over the management of the Oriental and Tower theatres for Annenberg,
Inc. Bob Hicks, formerly with Warner in
St. Louis, has been named advertising
manager for the local circuit.
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SUPPLY DEALERS SET
TO MEET IN CHICAGO
Chicago

—

Approximately

75

to

100

manufacturers of theatre supplies and
equipment are expected to meet with an
equal number of independent theatre
equipment dealers at the annual convention of the Theatre Equipment Distributors of America, Inc., scheduled for the
Medinah Club in Chicago for three days
starting Friday, June 18.
This will be the eighth annual get-together of the equipment and supply dealers of the country and the manufacturers
who supply them with merchandise.
An important part of this convention,
as of all others, will be the displays of
merchandise by the manufacturers. From
Guercio & Barthel of Chicago, headquarters for convention arrangements, comes
the report that the 1937 meeting will very
probably eclipse all previous meetings in
the number of manufacturers exhibiting
and in the amount and variety of items
shown.
The annual banquet will take place in
the Tropical Room of Medinah on Saturday night, June 19.

SUMMER'S EARLY BID
SOCKS CHICAGO TAKES
JAKE LEVENTHAL, downtown theatre
* owner, has returned home after spending a week at Barnes Hospital. He is on
the road to complete recovery.
The hoard of public service has under
consideration the application of Clarence
Kaimann for a permit to erect a metal
canopy in front of his Lowell Theatre.
Johnny Perkins, formerly master of
ceremonies at the St. Louis Theatre did
his stuff at the picnic given by the patrons
of the Catholic Boys Camp at Weldon
Springs, Mo. Johnny is alway willing to
help at a benefit for any worthy cause.
The operating department of the Fanchon and Marco theatres and the Ambassador Theatre softball team met in an interesting battle at the Forest last Sunday
morning. Harry Arthur was coach, Grover
Curley, catcher; Bill Schneider, keeper of
the props. No audited account of the score
has been turned in yet, so we can’t say
who actually won.
WILL REBUILD
Frederic,

Grampp Assumes Duties
Macomb,

III. — Harry

Grampp

has

as-

sumed his new duties as general manager
for the A. L. Mainline circuit of theatres
in central western Illinois. These theatres
include the Lamoine and Royal here, the
Cozy Theatre in Augusta, 111., and the
Brown Theatre at Mount Sterling. Grampp
formerly was connected with the Butterfield circuit in Michigan and the Orpheum
Theatre Co.

Greenman

Duties Expand

St. Louis — Harry Greenman is now handling the booking and advertising for the
Normandy Theatre in addition to his Dakota and Yale theatres in South St. Louis.
He is hopeful of building up a substantial
independent chain of houses during the
course of the next several years. He has
also evolved a plan for profit-sharing with
his patrons.

Aurora Opening
III.— GB’s

“Silent Barriers”

has

Aurora,
been selected for the opening program of
the Isle Theatre here June 3. The house
which has just been completed, is being
operated by Eddie Grossman and C. H.
Fulton, who also run the Mode Theatre,
Joliet.

Rob at Petersburg
Petersburg,

Ind. — Blowing

the safe door

with nitroglycerin, burglars broke into the
Lincoln Theatre here last week and obtained $50 in currency and an undetermined amount of coin.
SCHOOL WILL EXHIBIT
St. Louis — The board of education has
awarded a contract to Erker Bros. Optical
Co., to furnishing and install a projection
system at the new Southwest High School.
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AT FREDERIC

Wis. — Contract

for rebuilding

the Frederic Theatre here has been awarded to Anderson and Fossum of this city.
The house will seat 500 and is expected to
be ready to open by July 1.

CHICAGO
(Continued from preceding page)
9 to Sidney Mussman,
the Stevens Hotel.

local attorney, at

Herb Elisburg, director of advertising
and publicity for Essaness Theatres, returned last Friday from a four-weeks trip
to Sweden and other European countries
accompanied by the film scribes of four
local daily papers. All were guests of
Essaness on the trip. In the party, besides Herb, were Doris Arden of the Times,
Dorothy Deere of the American, Carol
Frink of the Examiner and Clark Rodenbach of the Daily News. Herb, who is
president of CAPA, was welcomed back at
an informal party of his fellow club members and their wives in the CAPA clubrooms on Saturday night.
On Friday night. May 21, the Warner
Club held its annual spring dance in the
Gold Room of the Congress Hotel. Dancing was to the music of Johnny Mullaney
and his orchestra, starting at 10:30, and
lasting until the small hours of a perfect
spring morning. The floor was set up in
eabaret style, making it a very chummy
affair for the several hundred members
and guests.

THEATRE OPERATING
FIRM INCORPORATES
Springfield,

Mo. — The

Southern

States

Theatre Co. has been incorporated here
with 50 shares of $100 par value stock to
own and operate theatres; to buy and sell
theatre equipment; to carry on any kind
of mechanical or chemical manufacturing
business; to buy and sell goods, wares and
merchandise, and to deal in and dispose
of such real estate, patents and securities
as are necessary to the conduct of said
business.

Chicago

— Competition

furnished

by

a

quick approach of midsummer weather
took its toll of this city’s boxoffices over
the three-day Decoration Day holiday.
The weather held forth comfortably
warm over Saturday and Sunday and on
Monday turned into a 92 degree scorcher,
resulting in a great exodus by the local
population
cation spots.to the open roads and to vaThe loop first run houses didn’t suffer
so much, particularly on Monday because
large crowds had collected downtown to
witness the annual Decoration Day parade, and afterward lingered in the loop
in quest of entertainment.
In the neighborhoods, however, while
a few houses which had outstanding attractions and hastily turned-on cooling
systems did fairly well, most of the theatres felt the outdoor competition keenly,
at least until Monday evening when business generally picked up a bit.
A few houses which had premium days
scheduled for Monday went through with
their giveaways and thus staved off the
worst of the licking.

Hosiery Calls Snyder
St. Louis — Allen L. Snyder, utilities engineer, who had a brief fling in the motion picture exhibition field as a partner
of the Fanchon & Marco interests in the
operation of the Ambassador, New Grand
Central and Missouri theatres back in 1934,
is now planning to enter the hosiery manufacturing business on a big scale. He has
acquired the Chester, 111., plant of the
Chester Knitting Mills, which has been in
receivership since 1931, he has announced.

New Monmouth
Monmouth,

House

III. — Construction

will start

soon on a new motion picture theatre here
to replace the present Rivoli. It will seat
900 persons and contain the latest facilities. It will be ready for use about October 1. Early in August the Rivoli will
be dismantled preparatory to its conversion into a store building. A. L. Mainline
of Macomb, 111., is interested in the new
house.

Buys Ritz Amuse. Stock
N. Vernon, Ind. — Mrs. Albert Thompson
has purchased the stock of Judge Wm.
Fitzgerald in Ritz Amusements, Inc., of
this city, operators of the Ritz Theatre.
Through the purchase, Mrs. Thompson becomes secretary-treasurer of the company.

James Takes Bids
St. Louis,

Mo. — Bids

were

opened

May

31 on the new motion picture theatre to
be erected on Sarah St. here by Tommy
James. The new house will cater to the
better Negro trade.

SHEBOYGAN
Sheboygan,

INSTALLS
Wis. — New

NEW
RCA

SOUND
sound

been installed in the Sheboygan
BOXOFFICE
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Allied Goal

Great States Chain

(Continued from page 70)
that

the

state

itself would

finance

a

com-

plete trip through the U. S. supreme court,
if necessary to prove its constitutionality.
(2) The bill passed
sin the other day

the house in Wisconby an overwhelming

majority, and favorable
ate was hoped for and

action in the senreported probable

in the very near future.
(3) In several other states

divorce

bills had

passed the houses by such big majorities
that even though they were allowed to die
in the
(4) The
highly
laws.

senate the general legislative consideration seems to be pretty much in favor.
current
favors

trend

of federal

the passage

legislation

of that

type

of

Then that Milwaukee assembly heard A1
Steffes’ very unexpected proposition of sitting down with the distributors at this
time and asking if they wanted to beg for
a little mercy before the divorce campaign
continues.
And right there is where the Milwaukee
proceedings took a peculiar turn.
Into

Secret

Huddle

At the Thursday afternoon session,
shortly after Sidney Samuelson’s eloquent
presentation of the annual grievances
against distribution, during which the body
took a couple of good-sized nips at the
producers, especially Paramount and Columbia, for what they thought to be improper practices regarding the non-delivery of promised films, the assembled press
was “bounced” in favor of an executive
(nice word for secret) session during which
Steffes was to discuss the divorce measure
“without the gloves.” Why the press was
canned nobody knows, because most of the
boys would have little trouble finding out
what took place. Reports are that in his
discussion Steffes did not present any too
hopeful a picture of what might be accomplished over the country generally
against producer-owned houses.
Yet, on Friday morning the same Steffes
rose to his very ample feet and proposed
that a truce be called while the committee approach the producers and distributors with the idea of holding a series of
conferences to see if the affiliated owners
wanted to call it quits and turn their
houses over to independents, or something,
before the lawmakers, at the behest of
Allied, tell them they must.
Myers

Has

His

Adding More Units
Chicago — Addition

of the

complete

sit-

uation in Pekin and the new house in
Kewanee in recent days has further
strengthened the Great States circuit in
Illinois.
After a number of months of dickering,
as well as bickering, among several factions in Pekin, manufacturing center just
nine miles out of Peoria, Great States has
taken over the operation of all three of
the existing theatres there and also the
vacant property at the corner of Capitol
and Margaret Sts. on which a fourth house
has long been proposed.
Most important of these is the 1,300-seat
Pekin Theatre, long owned and operated by
Walter Fluegel, who also holds title to the
entire business corner. Some months ago
L. J. Bennett, who has the Rialto Theatre
in Pekin, entered into a deal with local
business men for the erection of a new
house. The deal went through a number
of various setups until eventually Great
States came into the picture and gained
control of the property, but rather than
build on it, overtures were made to Fluegel
at the same time that another circuit was
also dickering for the Pekin Theatre.
The deal finally wound up with Great
States leasing Fluegel’s house, and also
the smaller Empire Theatre, owned by him,
also Bennett’s Rialto, as well as continuing
control of the vacant lot, and on June 1
the Illinois downstate Publix unit took over
the operation of all of Pekin’s theatre enterprises.
The Kewanee house is the one being built
by Harold Baker there and under lease
to Ed Solig, who came here recently from
a former position as booker for Fox West
Coast Theatres at Los Angeles. Great
States have taken over Solig’s lease, and
will supervise the balance of the construction of the 500-seater, which is expected
to be ready for opening about July 4.
This will give the circuit a second house
in the town, the other being the Peerless.
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Opera Sets Record
St. Louis — The

Municipal

Opera

Delegates

(Continued from page 70)

Joke

Incidentally, Abram P. Myers had his
own little joke on the subject of affiliated
houses, when he said there were more affiliated exhibitors present right there than
there were at the MPTOA convention in
Miami. After letting everybody look around
a while the commissioner explained himself by saying that he considered every
theatre owner a partner of every distributor, “but a very unwilling partner.”
Anyway, the Friday meeting did not take
any too kindly an attitude to Brother Al’s
suggestion, for, although they gave the
defense committee discretion to arrange
the conferences, they insisted that the divorce business be continued while such
confrences were taking place.
The main point of it all, however, is that
in the divorce measures Allied seems to
have found something in which to sink
its collective teeth, and with the little success already gained will undoubtedly militate in that direction for some time to
come.
BOXOFFICE

Convention

Asso-

ciation which will open its 19th consecutive season of outdoor musical presentations at the Municipal Theatre in Forest
Park the night of June 4 reported that up
to June 1 the season orders had totaled
$100,629, an all-time record for the organization. The old record set in 1935 was
$95,000 for advance reservations.

Ben Lass Moves
St. Louis — Ben Lass, distributor for
Price Theatre Premiums, and for Adcaster
Service, Inc., here and in the surrounding
territory, has moved his office to 3327
Lindell Ave., on Filmrow. Lass recently
resigned as representative for National
Screen Accessories to establish the Ben
Lass Agency.

dianapolis; V. U. Young, Palace, Gary.
Prom Wisconsin: C. S. Baker, Grand
Natl.; E. T. Bode, Natl. Seating; A. P.
Brighton, Natl Theatre Supply; Arnold
and M. H. Brumm, Ritz; P. F. Camp, Universal Film Exchange; A. Chapman, U. A.
Corp.; Merrill DeVine, Violet Theatre;
Bert, Earl W. and Frank Fisher, Almo and
Times Theatres; George Fischer, Mil. &
Natl. Theatre; Jack Frackman, Republic
Pictures; E. W. Gavin, Universal Film Exchange; Joe Goetz, Bank Night; Fred J.
Hanke, Lyric; William Haiman, Peerless;
Fred Ireland, Alexander Film; George and
Paul, jr. Langheinrich, Burleigh Theatre;
E. Langmack, Colonial; Sam Levinsohn,
National Seeding Co.; W. D. Lorenzo, Universal Theatre Premium; H. E. Lurie,
Monogram Midwest Films; E. P. Maertz,
Zenith Theatre; B. J. Miller, Film Board
Trade; Edward W. Moore, Green Games
Attractions; Sam Ozonoff; J. F. Pastor,
Radio Theatre; L. Patz, Grand National;
Ben P. Poblocki, Electrolite Signs; N. Provencher. United Artists; R. Rosenblatt,
Grand National; O. J. Ruby, Columbia Pictures; Paul Sadzeck, Universal Pictures;
William Scharun, Universal Premium; J.
B. Schuyler, Natl. Supply Co.; J. H. Silliman, Avalon; Ray A. Smith, Theatre
Equipment; Ed B. Spiers, RKO; C. W.
Trampe, Film Service; Richard Von Zakobiel, Roxy;
Herb Washburn,
Julius
Wasinerski,
Midget;Nat’l
G. Screen;
Wood,
Grand Natl.; E. Zimmerman, Rainbow, all
of Milwaukee.
From outstate Wisconsin: H. J. Altschwager, Rudalt Theatre, Columbus; R. J.
Baldwin, Rosa, Wauwatosa; A. C. Bergholtz. West Bend, West Bend; Jimmy Boden, Grand, S. Milwaukee; Prank Borchert,
Door, Sturgeon Bay; E. H. Brechler, Fenway, Fenimore; B. E. Bristol, Rio Appleton,
Appleton; Fred Brown, Plymouth, Plymouth; Len Brown, Main Street, Racine;
W. P. Copeland, Allan Theatre, Jefferson;
A. P. Desormeaux, Majestic, Madison; J.
E. Draginis, Classic, Waupun; Harry W.
Ellis, Orpheum, Darlington; James Esterl,
Rex, Park Falls; L. E. and R. E. Fox, Fox
Theatre, Marion; Charles Guelson, Badger,
Stoughton; R. S. Guiterman, Manitowoc
Theatre Co., Manitowoc; George Hannon,
Grand Theatre, Green Bay; J. G. Hey wood.
Gem, New Richmond; P. M. Kadow, Mikado Theatre, Manitowoc; O. V. Kelly, Badger Theatre, Reedsburg; P. L. Koppelberger, La Crosse Theatre Co., La Crosse; O.
Larson, Lyric, Peshtigo; A. I. Latts, Royal
Theatre Co., Ashland; A. L. Merritt,
Oconto, Oconto; M. M. Miller, May, Mayville; P. W. Palmer, Rialto, Edgerton;
George Panka, Metro, Prairie du Chien;
Henry Ringling and C. L. Roser, Ringling
Theatre, Baraboo; S. P. Schernick, Elite,
Appleton; Thomas E. Smith, Sun Theatre,
Brodhead; W. S. Smith, Orpheum, Menomonie; John Steenerot, Chilton Theatre,
Chilton; Emil Stopenbach, Allan Theatre,
Jefferson; A. Suszycki, Gail Theatre, Mauston; W. R. Vincent, Nicolet, West De Pere;
W. J. Wagner, Garden, So. Milwaukee.
WAGE

Jefferson

BILL

LOST

City, Mo. — Lost for this ses-

sion of the legislature is a bill which would
set up minimum wages and hours for
women and children. A quorum failed to
show up for the senate retrenchment and
reform committee’s final consideration. 73
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SIEFFES AG JIN NORTHWEST "MOSES"

Invitations Extended to Distributor Heads for Allied
Conference
Minneapolis — A1

Steffes,

elected

presi-

dent of Northwest Allied at its convention
here this week, is confident that major
distributor heads will agree to meet with

national Allied’s defense committee. Invitations were sent to them this week. If
such conferences fail to draw out Allied’s
demands, Steffes said the organization will
seek state and local legislation “to correct
evils and stamp out abuses.’’
Steffes said his invitations made it clear
the committee will confer only with film
company heads, and not with “hirelings or
attorneys” or with MPPDA representatives.
Would

Halt

Expansion

“We will try to get the producers to
agree not to acquire any more theatres;
to give back any theatres acquired during
the past year in competitive spots having
one or more independent exhibitors; to
give up ‘spite’ theatres, and to agree to
help us curtail expansion of independent
chains,” said Steffes.
“We will ask,” he continued, “that where
an independent chain takes in more theatres it no longer be treated as a preferred
account in that situation. We also will
try to eliminate exorbitant film rentals.
However, I think that film rentals will
have to be handled on an individual basis,
perhaps through a committee where there
is a legitimate reason for complaints. We
will ask them, too, to let up a little on
protection. We don’t object to them remaining in the theatre business if they
will agree not to do any more expanding.
And we certainly don’t want to force producers to the wall. We can’t get along
without them any more than they can do
without us. In the longer run, they themselves will be better off if these evils are
ended.”
Packs

Alternate

Threat

Steffes said further that if the conferences failed, he would seek to have Northwest Allied employ such an outstanding
lawyer and public figure as J. P. Devaney,
former Minnesota supreme court chief justice and mentioned as a U. S. supreme
court judgeship possibility, to whip up
sentiment for the desired reforms.

Allied Unit President Gets
Carte Blanche Authority
in Circuit Fight

Petition Theatre Patrons
to Keep Bank Night
Omaha — Embattled

Omaha

exhibi-

Minneapolis — W.

tors, determined to keep Bank Night
if possible, have started collection of
patrons’ signatures on petitions
which may be presented to the state
supreme court when the injunction
hearing asked by Attorney General
Richard Hunter is held.
Signatures of patrons are solicited
by means of trailers on the screen.
The petitions are placed on desks in
the lobbies.

Election

introduced

in the lower house of the state legislature
to tax chain theatres from five cents to
$5 per seat on the basis of houses in the
national setup. Minnesota Amusement Co.
(Publix) would pay $5 per seat per year
on theatres in this state on the basis of
the 1,300 houses owned nationally. The
measure is patterned after the bill suggested at the national Allied meeting last
week by Abram P. Myers, general counsel,
and is said to come within the scope of
the Louisiana chain store tax decision by
the U. S. supreme court the previous week.
The northwest Allied unit in convention
here Wednesday and Thursday voted to
leave the matter of the measure’s support
to its board of governors.
Northwest Allied has voted a budget of
$18,000 for the ensuing year to permit possible employment of J. P. Devaney, former
state supreme court chief justice, to aid
in the fight against major interests.
HUESMAN
Minneapolis

member

JOINS MONOGRAM
— Art

Huesman

is now

a

of Monogram’s Minneapolis exchange, representing the North and South
Dakota territories as salesman. He was
formerly with Celebrated Films.
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of

labor difficulties and decreasing receipts.”

Chain Theatre Tax
to Minnesota House
Minneapolis — A bill has been

A. Steffes, member

national Allied States board of directors
and chairman of its defense committee,
was drafted by Northwest Allied States at
its convention here Wednesday as its
“Moses” to “lead the territory’s independent exhibitors out of a wilderness created
by invasion, rising film and other costs,
Unanimous

Steffes’ election as president to succeed E. L. Peaslee, Stillwater, was unanimous and members pledged themselves to
raise a substantial sum which the president
will be empowered to use carte blanche,
without any accounting, “in an effort to
eliminate unfair trade practices and other
evils” which the independent exhibitors
claim are forcing them to the wall. In addition to paying whatever dues the directors assess, the members agreed to contribute at the rate of 10 cents per seat to
the “emergency fund.”
As a result of increasing costs and decreasing receipts, members declared the
independent exhibitor is in a most critical
condition and insisted upon Steffes taking
the post and helping them
“Building

Orgy”

“to remain

in

Menace

business.”
The feeling made manifest on the convention floor was that the greatest evil at
present, as far as Northwest exhibitors are
concerned, is “an orgy of theatre building” that has been going on for more than
a year. It was asserted that even towns of
800 and 900 population, now having one
theatre, are being “invaded.” An organization of exhibitors from towns under
2,500, recently formed, is now engaged in
fighting invaders.
“I will do everything humanly possible
to try to correct some of the industry’s
many abuses, but if you anticipate I can
do half of the things my nominators say
I can do, you’re crazy,” said Steffes, who
has held many previous terms as Northwest Allied president and general manager.
“I think the outstanding problem today
(Continued on page 80)
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K. C. Kansas Clearance

News

Gains Political Aspect
Kansas City — The political implications
of the Kansas City, Kas., drive for day and
date first runs with Kansas City, Mo., are
increasing. With the front page of the

Kansas Radio Station to
Aid First Run Drive

Kansan articulating the demands of Kansas City, Kas., exhibitors and city officials,

ment the newspaper's campaign for
first runs day and date with Kansas
City, Mo. E. E. Horton, radio editor
of the Kansan, will broadcast news

called on exchange managers individually and told them Kansas City, Kas.,
wanted first runs for the Electric and

The

of Commerce

Chamber

“John

through

was

as

necessary, including the proposed investigation of m. p. distribution practices,

to stop "this discrimination.” Guyer is
pushing House Resolution 160 which calls
for a probe of movie distributor practices
City, Kas., sit-

Last week the Kansan brought Gov. Walter A. Huxman into the picture. It published a story May 25 relating the "chagrin" of Kansas City, Kas., friends of the
governor and his family because Mrs. Huxman and their daughter. Miss Ruth Huxman May 20 had to go to Kansas City, Mo.,
to see a movie. The governor was making
a speech in Kansas City, Kas., and the
Kansan story related, his wife and daughter were forced to go to Kansas City, Mo.,
because the shows in Kansas City, Kas.,
theatres already had played Topeka, Kas.
Records of distributors show that the
Electric and Granada programs had not
played Topeka, Kas., by May 20, and that
the governor’s wife and daughter
have seen them in Topeka.

could not

Since the Kansan published its story
about the brief, which stated Milton Feld,
president of the Chamber of Commerce,
had

signed it, Feld has denied the statement. He asserted that he and another
director opposed the brief and did not sign
it.
Would

Mean

Admission

Hike

Kansas City, Kas., says it wants first
runs in order that visitors will not have to
go to Missouri to see pictures, although
three weeks ago Mayor Don McCombs took
a party of children to Fairyland Park in

76

800 DeLuxe AIR-LOC full-upholstered chairs from the Ogliette Brothers
for their new theatre at Leechburg, Penn.
*

them.

One

its own theatres, Wichita, the second largest city in the state, pays more than twice
much

for first runs with higher admission prices < the Electric and Granada
are tops in Kansas City, Kas., with 25
cents), and Topeka first runs pay almost
one-fourth more for first runs.
that

Kansas

City, Kas.,

very likely necessitate a hike in admissions, by negotiating with national distribution headquarters.

KANSAS SALES TAX
OMITS ADVERTISING
Kas. — Because

advertising

an

exhibitor

wants

to send

out

pamphlets, circulars, and the like, free of
charge, he must pay the tax to the printer.
The commission has ruled that where these
"are

distributed

free

of charge,

the

one

printing the trade publications, advertising pamphlets, circulars, etc., is the seller
thereof

and

KMTA

must

Fulda,

Minnesota.

Mr.

last week, during which time he contracted
with CINEMA SUPPLIES, INC., for all of
the necessary equipment for his new Fulda
Theatre. The equipment is to consist of
new booth equipment as well as deluxe
AIR-LOC
full-upholstered chairs, new
screens, carpets, drapes, etc. Mr. Rauenhorst further states that his new Fulda
Theatre is scheduled to be completed in
time for opening on or about August 1st.
★

*

*

Mr. George Nicol announced the opening of the Nashua Theatre at Nashua,
Mont., and has let contract with CINEMA
SUPPLIES, INC., for complete booth as
well as other equipment for his Nashua
Theatre, which is scheduled to open to the
public on or about June 15th.
*

*

*

is not

"tangible personal property,” the two per
cent sales tax in Kansas, which became
effective June 1, does not apply.
In case

at

Rauenhorst 's present Crystal Theatre is to
be dismantled and made into a store. Mr.
Rauenhorst was in Minneapolis during the

probably could get first runs if its theatres
are willing to pay more money, which

Topeka,

★

Mr. George Rauenhorst has let contract
for his new Fulda Theatre which is being

observer points to the fact that while Kan.sas City, Kas., says other cities of Kansas,
all smaller than it, plays pictures ahead of

would

★

to find out what

the city's effort to

City, Mo., to entertain

It is said here

*

for about

constructed
Kansas

*

AIR-LOC
SEAT
INDUSTRIES, INC.,
during the last week received a contract

a

part of its directors, several days ago forwarded to Rep. U. S. Guyer, on his request, a seven-page outline of the clearance in Kansas City, Kas., and the desire
of the city for first runs. The brief prayed
Congress to pass laws or do whatever else

in general, and the Kansas
uation in particular.

Q. Public,"

he thinks about
get first runs.

Brief

of Commerce,

*

comment on the city’s campaign for
quicker release of pictures, its objective. etc.; will interview prominent
locals about the situation; will talk
with Kaiisas City, Kas., exhibitor or
two about it, and possibly interview

Granada, and second instead of the present
third run for the 10 other Kansas City,
Kas., houses. Members of the committee
told distributors, it is understood, that they
were simply voicing the demands of city
officials, business men and other Kansas
City Kansans.
Chamber

one of which was from Mr. William Heineman at the Peerless Theatre at Milwaukee,
Wisconsin, which calls for installation on
or about June 10th.

\Q-minute program, Monday, Wednesday and Friday which will aug-

simply

■pED KARATZ of AIR-LOC SEAT INDUSTRIES, INC., attended the Allied Convention at Milwaukee and reports that a
most enthusiastic reception was given by
exhibitors present to the new model and
style of DeLuxe AIR-LOC full-upholstered
chair displayed at the convention. Mr.
Karatz also states that he received many
contracts for chairs from exhibitors there,

Kansas City, Kas. — Beginning Friday, June 4. the Kansan put on the
air over its radio station KCKN
a

the movement is being carried on at present almost entirely on the political level.
From distributors it is understood that
no formal outline of Kansas City, Kas.,
demands ever has been presented; that a
committee of the Kansas City, Kas., TOA

in Brief

collect the tax.”

Convention Set

Kansas City — The annual convention of
the Kansas-Missouri Theatres Association
is slated for June 22 and 23 at the Kansan
Hotel in Topeka, Kas. Further details will
be announced next week.

Approximately forty or more Northwest
exhibitors left by train, car and plane to
attend the Allied Convention in Milwaukee.
Included in this group were Bill Prank and
Oscar

Woempner of the Franklin Amusement Company, who in addition to attending the convention were also looking for
ideas to incorporate in their beautiful new
Avalon Theatre in Minneapolis and new
State Theatre at Hutchinson, Minn., which
are now in the process of construction.
The new Avalon Theatre in Minneapolis is
scheduled to be completed on or about
the 15th of June, and the theatre in Hutchinson about one month later. Both of these
DeLuxe theatres will be equipped with
AIR-LOC

full-upholstered

BOXOFFICE
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K. C. FIRST - RUN STAFFS UNIONIZE
THIRTY FROM MIDWEST
ATTEND 20TH-FOX MEET

O

Los Angeles — Thirty delegates from the
midwest area attended the 20th CenturyFox convention which opened here on
Tuesday, as follows:
Des Moines: S. J. Mayer, manager; H.

MR

Gottlieb, A. W. Riegelman, E. P. O’Neill,
salesmen; Edward Canty, booker; G. F.
Halloran, ad sales manager.
Kansas City; W. E. Scott, district manager; G. W. Fuller, manager; W. J. Kubitzki, Joseph F. Woodward, Charles Knickerbocker, H. Kinser, salesmen; M. A. Tanner, booker; C. D. Crawford, ad sales
manager.
Minneapolis: M. A. Levy, district manager; J. M. Podoloff, manager; Earl Lorentz, J. S. Cohan, W. G. Mussman, Louis
Cohen, N. F. Hall, Harold Lyons, salesmen; P. Lundquist, booker; William Clayson, ad sales manager.
Omaha: J. E. Scott, manager; F. C. Miller, Carl Reese, H. P. Ironfield, salesmen;
R. A. Wagle, booker; R. C. Buell, ad sales
manager.

MINNEAPOLIS' AREA
COUNTS 850 HOUSES
Minneapolis — More than 850 theatres
now are in operation in the territory served
by Minneapolis film exchanges, according
to figures compiled by the branches. This
is believed to be a record number.
More new theatres have been built during the last year than during any similar
period
has

since the depression, a survey reveals. Their number added to the old houses
swelled the total. Only during the

silent picture days were there more showhouses operating and many of these were
of the store-room variety.
As usual, a number of the theatres will
close down for brief periods during the
summer. However, there will be less houses
dark this summer than customarily, it is
indicated.

Reopens After Fire
Lincoln, Neb. — It is reported
Humboldt, Neb., Roxy has been

here the
reopened

for business after a fire which nearly overcame two men last week. Broke out in the
projection booth, destroying projection
equipment and doing quite a bit of damage
to the booth as well as the film. Jess
Johnson, theatre employe, was one of those
overcome by smoke and fumes. Audience
left in orderly fashion and no one was
hurt.
RUBEN

OPENS

NEW

MONTEVIDO

HOUSE

Montevido, Minn. — Eddie Ruben’s beautiful new theatre, the Hollywood, opened
this week with “Turn Off the Moon,” Paramount musical. John Cliplef, formerly
with Ruben at Langdon, N. D., is the manager.
BOXOFFICE
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and Mrs. Robert Goodall of Ogallala,
Neb., sailed last week on the liner Paris

for Nice, France, to attend the convention of Rotary International. Mr. Goodall
is president of the Good-All
dealing in theatrical equipment

Industries,
and enter-

100 Employes of Five Large
Houses Affiliate
With LA.
Kansas City — More than 100 employes
of the five first runs here, the Fox Tower
and Fox Uptown, RKO Mainstreet, B & K
Newman, and Loew’s Midland, and of the
Fox Plaza, met at Musician’s Hall, lATSE
headquarters, late last week to form the

prises.

Theatre

Publicity Director Louise Cotter of the
Brandeis finally got away Sunday on that

for June

long -threatened trip to Los Angeles. She
will he gone about three weeks, and in the
meantime Assistant Manager John
lan has taken over both jobs.
City Welfare

Inspector

Thomas

QuinKnapp,

still functioning as Mayor Dan Butler’s
one-man boai’d of censorship while hizzoner
continues to mark time on the threat to
revive

the five-man

board,

this week

ap-

proved a showing of “Damaged Goods”
here. Knapp said, “I believe the picture
should be shown. It has, in my opinion,
definitely constructive educational value.”
Assistant reviewer for Knapp was Dr.
Floyd Kinyoun, city health commissionder.
Projectionist

Edward

A.

Crowell,

57,

burned when a fire started in the projection booth of the Victoria, a neighborhood house here, is suing owner Lawrence
Krasne for $50,000. Crowell charges Krasne
was negligent in not having the booth built
to comply with city regulations. The fire
occurred Dec. 8, 1935.

THREE PROMOTIONS
IN WELWORTH CHAIN
Devils Lake,
in the Welworth

N. D. — Three promotions
Theatre Co. are announced

by Arthur

E. Ableson, manager and supervisor. John Cliplef has been transferred from the Roxy at Langdon, N. D.

to Eddie Ruben’s new Hollywood Theatre
at Montevideo, Minn., which opens early
this month.
Harold (Swede) Bartlett, former assistant manager at Devils Lake Theatre, succeeds Cliplef. Lyle Nash, serving in various capacities with the circuit, replaces
Bartlett here.

Candid Lensers Flock
Lincoln — Latest trial at making vaude
trade boom in the heat which made it
wane the past month was Chuck Doty’s
candid camera idea tried here at the Orpheum. Had a midnight vaude show and
turned loose all the candid lensers in town,
on and off stage, in the wings, the foots,
dressing rooms, etc. Evolved into half the
show being the shutter boys.
LYRIC

AT ELMORE

LIGHTS

UP

Elmore, Minn. — The Lyric Theatre, destroyed by fire last February, has been
rebuilt and reopened June 1. The owner is
H. H. Sandon.

Employes’ union. International affiliate. Election of officers was scheduled
5 at another meeting.

The employes of other subsequent runs,
both downtown and suburban, are being
approached for membership in the new
labor unit. Membership includes porters,
sweepers, ushers, doormen, cashiers, etc.
Exchange

Managers

Receive

Demands

Tuesday morning exchange managers
here each received a formal demand on
wages, hours, etc., from the newly organized Film Exchange Employes Local No. 23,
over the signature of Felix Snow,
tative of the lATSE, with which

representhe labor

group is affiliated.
The union wants $40 a week for head
shippers, $32.50 for assistant shippers, $30
for head inspectors and $25 for assistants,
and $30 for poster clerks. Exceptions to
these figures are the $42.50 asked for head
shippers

at Republic-Midwest
mount. The former has been

and Parapaying $40

a week, the latter $37.50 — and the $35 a
week asked for poster clerks at Universal.
A rough estimate shows that exchanges
have been paying from $22.50 to $38 for
head shippers; an average of $20 a week
for poster clerks, and $14.50 to $22.50 for
inspectresses.
In addition to wage hikes, the union sets
out eight other demands, plus the request
for recognition as sole bargaining agent for
its members.
The

demands;

Recognition of a shop steward.
Forty-hour
week,
beginning: Monday,
ending
Saturday at 2 i>. in. Time and a half for work on
Sunday or legal holidays and for all time over
seven hours in any one day.
< 'ontinuatlon

of

vacations

witli

of
the meml»er
union will
be placed
oth(‘r
is away.

as

pay.

“relief”

A

member
while

the

Closed shop: Employment
of no one hut membus of No. 23 “in good standing” in the various
departments of any exchange which is controlled
i)y this agreement.
hon esty.
Di.scharge of employes for intoxication or disThe number
“not less than

of employes
the number

in the exchange to he
employed June 1, 1937,

and as many others as may be necessary.”
Portions of a week to be paid at the rate of six
days a week.
*
i
Busine.ss representative of the union to he allowed to furnish all employes except those on
weekly salaries, and to be allowed admittance to
the exchange at all times.

Proposals
Exchange

to Home

managers

Offices

passed

the proposals

along to the New York offices.
In return for these considerations,

the

union

ex-

agrees

“to furnish

competent,

perienced and reliable employes” to exchanges and will not uphold any member
who is discharged
toxication.
To
make,

conform

for dishonesty

or in-

to the rules that exchanges

provided “they do not conflict with
77
(Continued on page 79)

Product Buying in Minng
Is Ahead of Last Year
Minneapolis — Although

current

theatre

business is below par throughout much of
the territory, exhibitors are more eager to
buy new-season product than ever before
and exchange business is running far ahead
of the corresponding period a year ago, according to branch managers here.
Frank Mantzke, Universal branch manager, voices the opinion of the trade generally in interpreting the brisk buying of
pictures by exhibitors as a sign of confidence in the outlook. There is a feeling
of optimism among most of the theatre
owners throughout the territory and predictions are rife that next fall and winter
will witness record showhouse prosperity if
expected good crops materialize, Mantzke
and other exchange managers report.
Deals

Ahead

of Last

Year

Paramount, 20th-Fox, Universal, Warner
Bros, and Columbia all report new-season
deals far in excess of those completed at
the corresponding time last year. M-G-M
just started its new-season drive and the
initial response is the most encouraging in
years, it reports.
The exchange managers consider the
showings of their branches all the more
remarkable because present theatre grosses
admittedly are under normal and Northwest Allied States has been carrying on a
campaign to induce all exhibitors to defer
their new-season buying.

OMAHA

RESTRAINED

FROM

Omaha — For

"ECSTASY"
second time

the

BANhe

since

started his censorship campaign against
stage and screen in Omaha, Mayor Dan
Butler received a setback when District
Judge John Rine granted an order restraining the city from interfering with
showing of “Ecstasy” at Ralph Goldberg’s
Town Theatre.
Several weeks ago Mayor Butler, acting
after City Welfare Inspector Tom Knapp,
saw a screening of “Ecstasy” and then reported it needed “laundering,” told Goldberg he could not show the film.
The order is directed against Butler,
Knapp, City Commissioner Harry Knudsen, acting as mayor during Butler’s absence on a vacation, Chief of Police John
J. Pszanowski and Police Commissioner
Richard Jepsen.
Jewel Productions, Inc., of New York
City, through General Manager Samuel
Cummins, obtained the order. It restrains
the defendants from preventing showing
of the film between May 26 and June 15.
A hearing has been set for June 29, but
the defendants may demand to be heard
any time.
ABBOTT
Hillman,

ENTERING

Minn. — Guy

HILLMAN

S. Abbott, former-

ly at Arlington, S. D., is opening
theatre here.

78

a new

Langer Assures
"Divorce" Backing
Milwaukee — Gov.

William

Langer

of

North Dakota created near bedlam at Allied’s banquet here Thursday night, May
27, when he guaranteed that his state
would back up the divorcement bill
through all its legal difficulties until its
final constitutional recognition. Approximately 600 attended the main social event
of the convention.
“You can sit back and rest now,” thundered Governor Langer. “We, in North
Dakota, stand back of all our legislation
and fight for it. We’ll provide the money
to fight your enemies, and test the bills
constitutionally, even if the case goes to
the supreme court of the United States.
You won’t have to spend a penny.”
Throughout his speech, Langer extolled
his state, leading up to the climax of his
remarks.
Before the banquet Governor Langer told
Boxoffice

because

that “I signed

of the good

that worthy

bill

it will do for the

motion picture industry.” He charged that
pressure had been brought to bear upon
him from Washington not to sign the bill,
and that opposition to the bill had also
been voiced from all over the United
States.
Others who spoke at the banquet were
Oscar Erickson, insurance commissioner of
Minnesota: Orland Loomis, Wisconsin attorney general: Eddie Golden, Monogram
Pictures: Abram Myers, who introduced
Governor Langer as “the governor of the
state:” and Nathan Yamins, who was
chairman for the evening.

IIL I M C Cl IL M
JKE HOIG is switched from the Lincoln
to the Orpheum. The move is only temporary.
Still no Joe Cooper on the local scene.
Joe has been promising to appear out here
for nearly two months, but gets no closer
than the long distance telephone.
Hymie Novitsky, dean of the Omaha Republic exchange, flitted through town recently en route to Omaha.
See Eddie Forester arrived in Omaha in
time to become a defendant in a Bank
Night suit.

SOL FISHER BOOSTS
ALLIED AT MEET
Milwaukee — A new

face appeared

at the

convention of Allied here last week that
presages a new star in the organization
before many years. It was that of young
Sol Fisher of Minneapolis.
Young son of Nate Fisher, operator of
11 theatres in and about the twin cities,
Fisher had plenty to say at the closing
day’s session about Allied’s legislative proSol operates the 400-seat Campus Thegram.
atre, opposite the University of Minnesota, as his own venture at present, having been virtually “raised in the film busi-

Omaha

Business Gain

Omaha — Business

conditions

in the Oma-

ness.”
ha territory continue to improve, the
most recent weekly report showing an increase of 20 per cent over the previous
week and an 8 per cent gain over the
same week in 1936.

BIG NEWS
COMING SOON
THE ALL NEW

VARIETY GOLF MEET
SLATED FOR JUNE 11
Minneapolis — Big

doings

are

scheduled

at the Oak Ridge country club June 11
when the Twin City Variety club — Show
Business annual golf tournament will be
held.
The tournament will be an all-day affair
and the slogan will be “the more, the merrier.” Every person connected with the
show business and their friends are invited. Tickets costing $5 will cover green
fees, lunch, dinner, beverages and prizes.
Qualifying rounds will start promptly at 8
a. m. There will be prizes for all flights.
Don Woods is chairman of the committee
in charge. Other members are Fred Ableson, Tom Burke, Gilbert Nathanson and
H. B. Smoots.

ALL FILM
SURFACES

TRAVEL ON ROTATING
— NEW
TYPE GYRO-

SCOPIC FILTER —
"DC" EXCITER
SUPPLY — TWO-WAY HORN SYSTEM WITH CELLULAR HORN FOR
HIGHS.

PRICED FOR THE SMALL
AND MEDIUM SIZED
THEATRE

BOXOFFICE
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K A Y C IE IE
IJERE’S a tip for postal inspectors. Queer
things are being sent through the mail.
The other day an innocent looking can,
normally used by National Screen Service
to ship trailers, traveled from Mound City,
Mo., to Filmrow. Addressed to L. P. “Les”
Durland, the can was opened innocently
enough. It was filled with damp loam, in
which a bunch of angle worms squirmed.
“Ike Yous,” Durland muttered under his
breath, and promptly sent out for a can
of sardines to mail to the owner of the
Delphus at Mound City. Close friends of
the two whisper that the fishing feud has
been going on for years, largely through
the medium of loud talk.
C. A. Bodkin of Harper, Kas., was on
Filmrow this week transacting business
before going to Rochester, Minn., to secure some expert advice about Ms eyes.

Some people have all the breaks. Every
year about this time we envy George
Baker, who left last week for West Yellowstone, Montana, to manage the Rustic
Theatre there. George will be there all
summer.

Jay Haas, western ad sales supervisor
for Paramount, was in town over the last
weekend.
Exhibitors on Filmrow this week; Robert
O. Robison, Grant City, Mo., son of L. M.
Robison, who operates the Rigney at Albany, Mo.; Mr. and Mrs. Dewey Gates of
the Isis, Waterville, Kas.; Wayne Jenkins,
Peoples, Pleasant Hill, Mo.; Lee Jones of
Clinton, Mo.

FOX MIDWEST BUYS
REPUBLIC LINEUP
Kansas

bought

City — Fox

The races opened at Riverside last
weekend, which is competition or entertainment for exhibitors, depending on
which exhibitor it is.
Par amount aineers Ralph C. LiBeau, Joe
Manfre, Arthur Cole and Roy Young will
leave Monday for the coast convention . . .
The Palace at Ninth and Main Sts. has
gone to all-night shows, the last one starting af 2:30 a. m. . . . Frances Smith is the
new girl at Republic-Midwest . . . En route
to Hollywood after visiting her mother who
is ill in New York, Betty Furness, under
contract to M-G-M, paused briefly in Kansas City’s union station.
Add exhibitors in town: Sam Blair, Belleville, Kas.; George Nescher, Valley Falls,
Kas.; Harry Musgrave, Oskaloosa, Wamego, and Minneapolis, Kas.; H. B. “Hank”
Doering, Garnett, Kas.; John Brandt, Oregon, Mo.; A. J. Simmons, Lamar, Mo.;
G. J. Spencer, Trenton, Mo.; C. R. Shaner,
Odessa, Mo.
Nelson

Burrus and Harry Wheeler
(Continued on page 82)
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of

circuit has

entire 1937-38 serial
program, including “Dick Tracy,” “The
Painted Stallion.” “SOS Coast Guard” and
“Zorro Rides Again,” in the following situations :
Arkansas City, Coffeyville, Concordia,
Dodge City, Eldorado, Emporia, Fort Scott,
Hays, Hutchinson, lola, Kansas City, Liberal, Lyons, Marysville, Newton, Ottawa,
Pittsburg, Salina. Topeka, Wichita, Winfield, all in Kansas.
Also Boonville, Brookfield, Excelsior
Springs, Kirksville, Lexington, Moberly,
Nevada, Sedalia, Missouri, and six theatres
in Kansas City, Mo.

W. SMITH PROMOTED
BY DICKINSON CHAIN
Kansas

City — Wendell

Smith

has

been

named

by Glen W. Dickinson of the Dickinson circuit here as supervisor of the
Lawrence, Osage City and Hiawatha, Kas.,
houses. Smith has been managing the
Dickinson at Hiawatha.
Jack Scott, son of Ward Scott, district
manager for Twentieth Century-Fox, is
managing at Hiawatha. H. R. Hamblin,
formerly at Versailles, Mo., for Joe Ghosen,
has been named manager of the Chief at
Marceline, Mo., by Mr. Dickinson.

First-Runs Organize
(Continued

John McManus, Loew’s Midland manager, flew back to the job a week ago
(May 28) from Los Angeles, where he
spent almost two weeks with Mrs. McManus and their three daughters. “Mac”
flew out and back, although he isn’t particularly keen on flying, but it gave him four
more days than he would otherwise have
had on the coast. On the return trip, bad
weather forced a 6-hour stopover in Albuquerque.

Midwest

Republic’s

“High Fidelity”
Says:
WE

have

the honor

of installing

the first push-pull sound heads
in this part of the country. In fact,
the only ones in the middle west
this side of St. Louis. We installed
them at Loew's State Theatre in
St. Louis and have just equipped
the Loew's Midland Theatre in
Kansas City. They are the very
latest and

finest thing in sound

equipment.

Our

line is the only

complete one made for push-pull.
Some of these days you will have
just push-pull prints . . . SO LOOK
AHEAD!

And in the near future Loew's
Midland will play the following

from page 77)

this agreement or the rules of No. 23,
to properly discipline any member
shall so disregard the interest of his
ployer or conduct himself in such a

• DON

and
who
emway

as to injure his employer’s business.”
Time begins in all exchanges, the letter
from the union stated, at the time called
for by the exchange manager, and ends
by order of the same.
“In justice to all concerned, and to avoid
any unnecessary controversy, it shall be
understood that the employe is only acting as an agent of the management, and
as such is not to be held responsible for
loss incurred from shipment failing to be
shipped or delayed shipment. Neglect or
willful abuse excepted.

big hits:
Broadway
C'ai)tains
I’arnell
Day at

(he

Kni|)eror'.s

Watch

reproduced
town.

of 1937

Races
Candlesticks

for them

“It is to be understood that shippers will
not be allowed to carry film from one exchange to another.
“In the adjustment of any differences or
technicalities not plainly construed, when
differences might arise in the understanding of this agreement, at all times the
decision of the executive board shall be
recognized until the next regular meeting
of this local.

Melody

f'oiiragreoiis

and

hear them

on the best sound

in

AVIS
Telephone

HArrison

6953

906 Davidson Bldg — 17th & Main
KANSAS CITY. MO.

“Members of Local No. 23 must not work
outside the jurisdiction granted them by
lATSE and not infringe on the jurisdiction
of any other trade local.”
Nothing in the agreement is to be construed as to interfere with any obligation
the union member owes to lATSE by reasons of “prior obligations.”
The agreement, which the union insists
be retroactive to June 1, 1937, is for a
year, and would expire May 31, 1938.

The Magic

Voice of the Screen

n
o
D
79

Commonwealth

Comment

The Commonwealth theatre circuit convention

last week at Blue Hills Country Club wound
up with a
banquet, speeches, and fun.
Before
the eating. Itex Barrett of Columbia, Mo., (hizzoner to you), ran some movies of the convention,

showing (mostly up) the managers’ acting ability,
imluding Stan "Robert Taylor" Sehwahn, Mayor
"Tyrone Power" Barrett. "Director" Ohl.son. Pavlowa Xorris Cresswell. (this must have been a
mistake, Cresswell was supposed to take pictures),
Handsome
Harry Clarence Schultz, Natty O. K.
Mason, etc., etc.
At

the banquet, Knnee
Schultz presided. Arthur Cole made the >hortest speech, of the evening. pointing out that tJJ film men
were invited,

came, to give some idea of how well the ('ommonweath
hoys are liked. Lelaiid Hazard, atttirnej, made an a<hlress, gently ribbing the i>rin<‘ip(ils present in some very fine Websterian language.
Elmer
Rhoden, one of the guests, won
the
plaudits of managers, however, with his fine talk
(HI friendship in business, and his offer to have
(he five managers who come out on top in Comon
of

monwealths’ King of the Sun contest as his guests
his good ship "Jtoma" for a cruise of the Lake
the Ozarks early this fall. He offered also to

take
most

along the two exchange managers
of companies whose product made
Commonwealth
the
money during the contest.

ACTED FOR ANOTHER
IN DEAL AT LATHROP
Kansas

Commonwealth
manager
Durlaiid of .Monogram

at
of

ChiHic«»the, ami "Les"
Kansas
City, he was

pla.>ing in the Commonwealth
con\ention tournament at Blue Hills. Durland hadn’t played for
more than a jear, and showed it, up to the ninth
htole. There he became
confused, aimed at the
IKth instead of the t)th green, hooked his hall,
and landed on No. 9. This was ha<I enough for
Warner.
But on No. 17 Durland hit in a sand
trap, ( hopping it out, he clouted it hard enough
to send it over the Paseo. The hall striK’k the
pole, aliicli the <*a<ldy was holding, Ixaim’ed off
a bag the caddy was <*arrying, and stopped a foot
from the hole.

publication

is

ad-

Olathe Renovations
Olathe,

Kas.

—

The

Dickinson

Theatre

here is being overhauled under the supervision of Bob Mallon, district manager.
House manager is Bob Parker. Also a new
cooling system will be installed.
KOENIGNER
Heron

Hill AVarncr of \VH can swear pretty well an.vtinie, but Iasi aeek he did himself proud. Hith
Paul Parrett, ( oinnuuiwealth cashier, I)i<*k Curry,

City — This

vised that the Lathrop Theatre at Lathrop,
Mo., was purchased by Miss Kathryn Whelan of Kansas City, not Gerald Baker of
the Granada in Kansas City, Kas., as reported last week.
Baker acted as adviser to Miss Whelan
and supervised the transfer of the house
from B. Waers. Waers also leased the Waemore at Plattsburg to J. B. Trice.

OPERATING

Lake,

AT HERON

Minn. — With

the

LAKE
opening

of the New Lake Theatre here, the old
Majestic has been permanently closed. E.
Koenigner. formerly at Bristol, S. D., is
operating the new house.

Helm to Steffes
(Continued

is invasion,” Steffes roared. ‘‘Unless
something is done to protect exhibitors
from invasion by producer-owned circuits,
independent chains and individuals, there’ll
be few of us left in business.”
Wants

Lincoln — For

the

PRICE DROP
summer,

City

Man-

ager Milton Overman of the Westland Theatres, has dropped the Varsity’s balcony
price a nickel to 15 cents.

Kansan,
Shelton,

Insurance

that a lot of independent chains “are worse
competition than, and as much of a menace
as, the producer-owned circuits.”
It was charged by Steffes that whereas
independents are charged as much as 40
per cent for pictures, producer-owned circuits such as the Publix Minnesota Amusement Co. periodically receive substantial rebates on similar percentage contracts,
bringing their film costs down 15 per cent
under those of the independents. He also
accused the distributors and their salesmen
of engineering new theatre competition
in numerous situations.
Buying

Combines

Steffes declared himself
buying circuits,” asserting
behind them usually was
tributors and that they
(Continued

Commonwealth Amusement Corp.’s 33 executives and theatre managers are represented in the above
last week during the circuit’s annual meetmg at the Blue Hills Country Club in Kansas City, Mo.
Front row ileft to right) — Joe McClure,
Hillyer, Strand, Creston, la.; R. M. (Bob)

Independent

Steffes, after taking the presidency, told
the body that he simply wanted those
independents now in business assured that
they could remain in business and earn a
fair return on their investments. He said

Opposes

VARSITY

from page 75)

photo

opposed to “film
that the motive
to penalize disprobably would

on page 82)

which

was

snapped

Osawatomie, Kas.; Lee Chamberlain, Perkins, Harrisonville, Mo.; Merle N.
Star, Warrensburg, Mo.; Lloyd Morris, Strand, Great Bend, Kas.; C. A.

Schultz, president; O. K. Mason, secretary-treasurer ; Stanley Sehwahn, Granada, Lawrence, Kas.; M. B. Smith, Garden City,
Kas.; Jack Kempton, Sherman, Goodland, Kas.; Jack Stephenson, Gillioz, Monett, Mo.; Glenn Deeter, Royal, Hoisington, Kas.
Second row — Rex Kendall, Patee, Lawrence, Kas.; Dick Orear, purchasing agent; Rex P. Barrett, Uptown, Columbia, Mo.;
Leland Allen, booker; Lee Miller, Ashland, Kansas City, Mo.; Paul Stonum, Uptown, Carrollton, Mo.; Lloyd J. Lenhart, Lee,
Clinton, Mo.; C. L. MeVey, Dreamland. Herington, Kas.; Ed Harris, Fotosho, Neosho, Mo.; Hugh Gardner, Orpheum, Neosho, Mo.
Back row — Robt. Spencer. Columbia Mo.; Dale Havelone, Madrid, Kansas City, Mo.; John Creamer, Benton, Kansas City, Mo.;
Ray Holmes, Cozy, Norton. Kas.; Homer Ellison, State, Garden City, Kas.; Dick Curry, Ritz, Chillicothe, Mo.; Paul Parrett,
auditor; Wendell O. Lenhart, Plaza and Royal, Trenton, Mo.; Huston Sterrett, Palace, Kinsley, Kas.; H. Ohlson, Calvin,
Washington, Mo.; Lee Jones, Trentori, Mo. (Photo by Cresswell).
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JJARRY DICKERMAN threw a swell stag
for his former sidekick, Donald Guttman, prior to the latter’s marriage this
week. Many of the Filmrow boys were on
hand and a good time was had by all. Before marching to the altar, Donald resigned
from GB and joined the Grand National
sales staff. At Grand National he rejoins
a former GB crony. Bill Watmough, now
city salesman at the former establishment.
Out-of-town exhibitors visiting Filmrow
included A. R. Krueger, Glenwood City,
Wis.; E. A. Johnson, Olivia, Minn.; Don
Buckley, Redwood Falls, Minn.; Roy McMinn, Superior, Wis.; Guy Abbott, Arlington, S. D.; Charles Lyons, Aiken, Minn.;
E. C. Hackleman, Cannon Falls, Minn., and
Jack De Mars, Benson, Minn.

In order to get the lowdown on picture
making at Hollywood, Gilbert Nathanson
arrived on the West Coast a week ahead
of the Republic franchise holders’ meeting
at Los Angeles. Before returning to Minneapolis Nathanson will stop in Chicago to
attend a sales meeting.
Theatrical circles were sorry to learn that
the popular Bill Elson is moving to Kansas
City where he supervises the operation of
the Mainstreet and Newman theatres. He’ll
return here occasionally to look after his
Seventh Street theatre. Bill is Chief Barker of the Twin City Variety club and his
departure will necessitate the election of
a successor. In this connection, the name
of Donald Woods, GN branch manager, is
being prominently mentioned for the post.

Back from the GN sales convention in
Los Angeles, Don Woods reports he had a
good time and that selling of the 65 scheduled GN releases for 1937-38 will proceed
immediately. He is eagerly awaiting a print
of “The Girl Said No.”
United Artists here had two visitors in
the persons of Dave Griesdorf and Al Reed.
The former is UA branch manager and the
latter office manager at Winnipeg.

W. Campbell, GN home office auditor,
was a visitor. From here he left for Los
Angeles . . . Frank Mantzke, Universal exchange manager, attended the national Allied States convention in Milwaukee.
Frank Eisenberg finished first among the
salesmen in this district in UA’s George
Schaefer sales contest arid will receive for
a prize four weeks’ extra salary.

While in La Crosse and Red Wing, Minn.,
last week, Morrie Abrams, M-G-M special
exploiteer, placed the serial story, “Saratoga,” with local newspapers. He also gav»
a screen test to Robert Fredrick, handsome
and talented young La Crosse Teachers’
college student.
The boys at Warners are basking in prosperity. They paid off last week on the
bonus won by the exchange for finishing
first in the Sears national sales contest.
Every employe received a prize of three
weeks’ extra salary.

Girls of the M-G-M office staff staged a
steak fry at Lake Harriet to celebrate summer’s advent . . . Cliff Gill, Eddie Ruben’s
(Continued on next page)
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CROP IMPROVEMENT
BOON TO THEATRES
Kansas

City

—

General

rains

over

the

territory, but especially in western Kansas last week, gave promise of carrying
the wheat to maturity and will help carry
corn along for several weeks. Exhibitors
are watching reports of rains and crop
conditions with a very interested eye, having learned during the past six or seven
years how depressing at the boxoffice continued crop failures can be.
While prospects for fall are encouraging,
exhibitors generally in western Missouri
and Kansas have found that pictures, admittedly better this year than last as a
general rule, just won’t respond to promotion to the extent they did last year.
As a result, for circuits and independents,
business is off in comparison with a year
ago. The estimates generally are around
10 to 15 per cent.
Exhibitors hope for improvement as a
result of the wheat crop sometime after
60 days.

11D>1IE^ MICIIIIMIIE^
Tilton
Elmer toJ. attend
fJARRY
left lastWEINBER
week forG LosandAngeles
the Republic Pictures convention.
Central States Theatre Corp. has purchased the stock of the General Theatre
Corp. of Clinton, la,, owners of the Clinton
picture house,

Pat Holm, Spirit Lake, la., theatre manager, has rented a cottage for the summer
months. He expects his parents to spend
a portion of the hot weather months with
him at the lake.
C. C. (Dixie) Rowe, an employe of the
legislature during the last two sessions,
has signed a contract with a Hollywood
actor’s agency, and will go to Hollywood
soon, Rowe, a colored song and dance boy,
has appeared in numerous night clubs
throughout

Iowa.

He

calls himself “Red

Rowe.’’
HotMaxDixie
Hodges, brother of Joy Hodges, of
JOSEPH
Kansas

FREDMAN

City — Joseph

DIES

Fredman,

77, who

used to be in the theatre business in St.
Paul, died here June 2. He came to Kansas City ten years ago to retire. His son
Ben has an interest in the Byam Theatre at
Fairmont, Mo.

LINCOLN

ORPH

DROPS

Lincoln — Vaudeville

VODVIL

bowed

out

of the

Orpheum with the stage shew this weekend. It has been in almost steadily since
last September.

WVWWJW

A HANDY

EQUIPMENT

AND

A. A. Electric Machinery
1117 Cherry

St.

ganist.
The Wegener Bldg., Valley Junction, la.,
has been sold to Mrs. Faye G. West — the
only three-story structure in the town, the
brick building houses the Lyric Theatre
a?id the Valley Junction postoffice on the
ground floor. The upper two stories have
been made into apartments.

Hazel Montgomery succeeds Doris English as secretary to G. Ralph Branton at
Tri-States.

QUIDE FOR THE
KANSAS CITY

SUPPLIES

Ernest Amoneno,

pictures, is now on the staff of the artists’
bureau of station WHO. Hodges is an or-

EXHIBITOR

Co.

ASSOCIATIONS

Victor 8796
E. Rolsky, Pres.

Great

Western

817 Holmes

Stage Equipment

Co.

St.
T. L. Greening,
Phone: Victor 9078

Stebbins

Theatre

Equipment

309 West

Theatre

Douglas

Equipment

Ave.

128 W.

Washed

Freezem

0134

Co., Inc.
Phone

2-2153

Mfg. Co.

Air Units, all sizes, blowers,

units, spray

nozzles, multiblade

G. A. Peterson
109 W.

VI. 3535

18th St. — Kansas

Sec'y

Harrison

4825

R. R. Biechele, Sec.-Treas.

Co.

SCREEN
Alexander
Motion

H. F. Rodick
City, Mo.

Film Company

Picture Advertising

Phone:

Hlland 2694

SOUND

SERVICE

home

rotors

PUBLICITY

E. L. Harris, Dist. Mgr., Mo., Kan., Neb., Iowa.
239 East 72nd Terrace

AIR CONDITIONING
Peterson

18th St. —

John Staple, Pres.

Wichita, Kas.

C. D. Peck, Mgr.

Ed Hartman,

K. M. T. A.
Mgr.

1804 Wyandotte St.
C. H. Badger, Mgr.
Phone: GRand
Southwest

vwvwwwvw

Independent Theatre Owners Association
3501 Gladstone — BEnton 5456

Mgr.

Phone;

EXHIBITOR

K. C. SOUND
Syncrofilm
W. L.

SERVICE

Sound Equipment and
130 W. 18th St.

Norris

HA

4783

Service
W. P.
Humston
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Single Bill Drive
by Mutual Circuit
Kansas City — A systematic bid for the
patronage of those who dislike double features is to be made by Mutual Theatres,
the independent group of seven Kansas
City, Mo., houses operated
ton and Stanley Schwartz.
In

the

Mutual

by W.

D. Ful-

KAYCEE
• Continued

May

page

79)

Paramount returned from the Ozarks Monday everihig with real fish — 17 of them.
They also brought back considerable sunshine, visible in their physiognomies.
Izzy Beiser at Universal wasn’t eating
much early this and late last week. He
was

saving up for some good home cooking. His family was due home after a

three months’

advertisement

from

absence.

28

the theatres announced that “it has come
to our attention through repeated requests and suggestions of many discriminating patrons that there is a very considerable demand for carefully selected
single feature programs. The nervous
strain and reaction from sitting four and
even five hours at a time is displeasing a
large number of show-goers. Therefore,
the Mutual Theatres are happy to be the

"Playdate changed from July 31!” ‘‘Today I'm a WIFE.” “I'm in 1th Heaven.”
These and other crudely lettered but effective signs were found on her desk when she
ivent back to work Tuesday by Lois Robinson, secretary to Booker M. A. Tanner at
20th Century-Fox. A string of old shows
was tied to her chair, and there was a nosegay or two about. Miss Robinson became
Mrs. Pahlman over the weekend.

first to systematically test the public’s
opinion as expressed at the boxoffice.
Please watch Mutual ads for meritorious
single feature programs and be assured of

Martin Stone is living pretty high these
days. The Screenland lad won first prize

a pleasing, well balanced show.”
The Brookside, Southtown, Tivoli, Colonial, Strand, Mokan. and LaSalle will
participate at various times and with various pictures, in the experiment with single bills. And it is an experiment, inasmuch as over 90 per cent of all programs
offered by Kansas City theatres — first
runs, subsequent runs; dowmtown houses,
suburban houses — are double features.
Several weeks go the Mutual Brookside
announced an experiment with singles, but
did not use any. One reason was the success of the house with a double bill, which
(“Times Square Lady” and
cess”) it kept on 18 days.

“Jungle

Prin-

from

preceding

page)

taken

in "Variety Clubrooms recently, enlarged. When Mrs. Rolsky heard about it,
she wanted a copy, just in case she needed
it as evidence or something.
Not all the good looking girls on Filmrow left town over the holiday, but the
following

did;

Virginia

Gaylord,

Republic-

Midwest, to her sister’s farm near Parsons,
Kas. — and is she still gasping over the little
cats, the young puppies, the two colts, the
calves. What, no babies? Barbara Linden

Warner

advertising head, has just completed a tour
of the Ruben circuit . . . Bill Sharten,
Minneapolitan, long a Universal salesman
here and now GN branch manager at
Cleveland, is spending his vacation in the
old home town and renewing acquaintances
along Filmrow.
From the Warner Bros, hranch here.
Herb Blass, Eddie McElwaine, Warren Anderson, Joe Behan and Kelly Evidon will
attend the regional booking and ad sales
convention in Chicago at the Blackstone
Hotel June 12 and 13.
Hannah Pederson, smiling M-G-M information girl, is off for a vacation visit to
the Grand Canyon and California . . .
Gene Meredith of Warner Brothers is
champing at the bit in anticipation of the
opening of the bass fishing season.
one of Filmrow’s champion fishermen.

He’s

“Nickey" Goldhamnier, RKO
branch
manager, speiit several days in southern
Minnesota, helping to clean up contest
contracts.
S. D. Kane, Northwest Allied States
executive secretary, scheduled to be a June
benedict, will be one of the guests of honor
at a stag at the Hotel Nicollet June 5.

82

Ed Rolsky of the National is having that
Boxoffice picture of himself and Eleanore
Whitney, Paramount player, ivhich was

of Paramount, to St. Paul, Kas. Kay Griffith of Republic, to Omaha. Miss Hazel
Ralph of Commonwealth to Hoisington,
Kas.

MINNEAPOLIS
(Continued

in the Continental Club’s candid camera
contest. And no mean prize it is — four
chicken dinners and a bottle of wine.

Bros,

and

Metro

offices have

gone to a five-day week for the summer
. . . Elmer Dillon, office manager and city
salesman for Warner Bros., is on his two
weeks’ vacation,
Twentieth-Fox Conventioneers W. J.
(Gus) Kubitzki, Charles D. Crawford and
M. A. (Al) Hanner crashed the front page
of the Los Angeles Examiner with their
pictures printed by ribbing the weather
man. They were shown with their coat
collars turned up and their arms folded
across their chests to keep warm. Cloudy
skies gave them a cue for their prank. Tanner mailed a postcard to Boxoffice that
he, Charley Knickerbocker and Crawford
coincidentally visited their fathers in Los
Angeles.

Kansans Pay Mill Tax
Kansas City — Kansas exhibitors began
to collect the two mill tax tokens on
Tuesday. Over in Missouri the house and
senate have a joint committee working on
their differences over the sales tax, which
would

double the present 1 per cent. Missouri’s “assembly” passed the all time record of 148 days for a regular session, set
by the 1935 legislature, on June 4. On that
date the present session had gone 149 days.
Adjournment may come June 12.

FORTY-SIX REGISTER
FROM MIDWEST AREA
Milwaukee — Registering at Allied’s naational convention here May 26, 27, 28
were 46 delegates from the five midwestern
states of Iowa, Minnesota, Nebraska, North
and South Dakota. Those attending were:
From Iowa: E. W. Eastman, Grand, Eldora; V. F. Hageman, Palace, Waverley;
Earl C. Potter, Fireman’s, New Hampton;
H. E. Rethfield, Iowa, Bloomfield: C. H.
Sartorius, Capitol, Hartley; Leo F. Wolcott,
Neb. ATO, Eldora.
From Minnesota: Ben Ashe, Berger
Theatres, Minneapolis; George Carisch,
Mohawk, St. Paul; Lyle Carisch, Wayzota,
Wayzota; H. S. Dale, Garrick, St. Paul;
Nathan and Sol Fisher, University and
Campus theatres, Minneapolis; W. R.
Frank, Franklin Amus. Co., Minneapolis;
D. J. Gillman, R. K. Rixie Theatre, St.
Paui; George Granstron, Grand View, St.
Paul; Henry J. Greene, El Lago Theatre,
Minneapolis; E. D. Hackleman, Grand,
Cannon Falls; W. L. Hamilton, Princess,
Minneapolis; J. E. Johnson, Lyceum, Deer
River; C. W. Kaake, Doric, Duluth; Stanley D. Kane, Northwest Allied, Minneapolis: A. A. Kaplan, Hollywood, Minneapolis:
S. G. Lebedoff, Homewood & Greenwood,
Minneapolis: William Levy, Heights Theatre, Minneapolis; E. W. Linner, Auditorium, Stillwater; Roy McMann, Capitol
Theatre, Superior; Paul Mans, New Lake
Theatre, St. Paul; Frank
versal Films, Minneapolis:

Mantzke, UniO. E. Maxwell,

Western (Erpi), Minneapolis: F. C. McWilliams, Portage & Homes, Madison; Mark
Morgan, Rivoli, Cedarburg; M. M. Naftalin, Elaine Elec. Prod. Corp., Minneapolis; E. L. Peaslee, Auditorium, Stillwater:
G. P. Qualey, States, Lanesboro; Charles
Rubenstein, Hollywood, Minneapolis; L.
Rubenstein, Faust, St. Paul; W. A. Steffes,
World Theatre, Minneapolis: Max Torodor,
Minneapolis; Sol Torodor, Garden, St.
Paul; Martin Weinberger, Dahlstrom and
Weinberger, Minneapolis; O. C. Woempner,
Franklin Amus. Co., Minneapolis; Sam
Zuckman, Mounds, St. Paul.
From Nebraska:
St. Paul.

M. Thompson.

Prom North Dakota: John
& Rex Theatres, Valley City.
From South
Grand, Pierre.

Dakota:

Riviera,

Filler, Filler

Charles

Hyde,

Helm to Steffes
• Continued

wind up penalizing
ing exhibitors.

from

page

80)

non-member

competit-

Former president Peaslee was elected
vice-president. The organization selected
the following directors:
Roy McMinn, Duluth; Andy Anderson,
Detroit Lakes; William Gowan, Ortonville;
Don Buckley, Redwood Palls; Will Glaser,
Faribault: David Gillman and George
Granstrom, St. Paul; Oscar Woempner
and

Paul Man, Minneapolis: J. L. Anderson, Plankington, S. Dak.; and George

Baker, Britton, S. Dak. Steffes and Peaslee also serve on the board. Paul Man
is secretary-treasurer.

S. D. Kane
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GOVEBNMENT MOVE TO SPEED CASE
Dallas Operators
Mark Anniversari]
Dallas — On

the

25th

anniversary

of

its

organization the Dallas Motion Picture
Operators Union entertained members,
theatre managers and owners, equipment
men and several honored guests Tuesday
night at a banquet and dance on the Jefferson Hotel roof.
Dancing began at 10 p. m. and the banquet was served midnight. Karl Hoblitzelle,
president of the Interstate circuit, made the
principal address felicitating the proejctionists on their organization and their
past success and said he was in favor of
a union. He admonished the operators,
however, that as they gained more recognition they must not abuse their power as
seems to be the case in some other parts
of the country now, he said.
Honor

Award

to

Rupard

R. J. O’Donnell, in his usual humorous
vein, said that he called C. E. Rupard
“Red” to his face, but usually by other
names to his back. Rupard is business
representative of the union. On behalf of
members O’Donnell presented Rupard with
a solid gold life membership card in the
local MPMO.
H. D. Hill, president of the operators,
R. R. Pengilly, recording secretary, and
Rupard were in charge of arrangements.
Other union officers are C. H. Hortun,
vice-president; Paul Humphreys, financial
secretary; N. E. Hoylman, treasurer; A. H.
Gentry and G. L. Luther, members of the
executive board, and J. C. Brewer, sergeant
at arms.
Union representatives from Houston and
other cities were among the guests.

"Orchid" to Exhibitor
Greensboro,

N.

C. — Manager

Hadaway

of the National Theatre here, an ardent
safety crusader himself, was awarded an
“Orchid” by a local newspaper, in a
lengthy editorial, on his recent showing of
“We Drivers,” a safety picture, distributed
by the Paragon Film Exchange, Atlanta.

Tries to Force InterstateMajor Suit in Behind
Frels Action

SETOA Convention to
Be at Birmingham
Atlanta —

The

Thomas

Dallas — The

Jefferson

Hotel, Birmingham, Ala., has been
selected by the convention committee
as the official hotel for the SETOA
convention to be held in Birmingham June 27-28-29, according to Bill
Griffin, Cullman, Ala., convention
committee chairman.
Birmingham theatre owners and
managers met Sunday, May 30, with
the committee chairmen, to work out
definite plans for the three-day
meet.

Frels

Arrangements have already been
made for two important events on
the program, that of a tea or party
at Vestavia, one of the show places
of the world, and the other, John
Temple Graves II, as speaker at the
Tuesday evening banquet. Graves is
an Oxford man and one of the most
outstanding speakers and journalists
in the south. His subject will be
“Southern Footlights,” and according
to Bill Griffin, this is only “the beginning” of the interesting events
being planned for the SETOA convention.

regional

meeting

of

V.

W.

NELL

Getting

Ga.
South

Texas

File

Anew

hopelessly

for

more

Ready

for

New

Trial

Hilgers, now a resident of Paris, Prance,
as managing director of the French RKO
Company, made the ocean voyage to appear as a witness for the defense. He
(Continued on page 91)

Southwestern

BENEDIC,
J. W.

government

Parties to the suit departed for their
homes Monday morning. From sources
close to Frels it was indicated the plaintiff will start immediately to prepare his
records for a new trial. A new hearing
can not be had before fall, it was said.
Much importance in the case was attached to the charge by Frels that C. E.
Hilgers, then manager of Fox, told him
(Frels) that he was offered only half of
that product because the distributors held
a meeting and decided at that time that
product would be split in Victoria evenly
between
ment Co. Frels and the Jefferson Amuse-

Repub-

CRISP,

States

than two days, the jury in the Frels damage suit told Judge Atwell in federal court
Monday afternoon there was no possibility
for them to reach an agreement and were
then discharged. The jury, however, did
find for B. F. Fordtran, of Bellville, who
was one of the defendants, and absolved
him for any part in the alleged conspiracy.
During the trial Frels withdrew charges
against Fordtran.
The film market, keyed to a high interest
as the trial consumed practically a week,
was quieted following discharge of the jury
and routine along the Row proceeded as
usual.

lic Pictures franchise holders, C. C. Ezell,
Dallas, and A. C. Bromberg, Atlanta, will
be held in New Orleans Friday, June 11.
Those attending from this territory will
be H. H. Everett, district manager in Charlotte, and Cy Dillon, branch manager, Roy
Bradley, office manager, and Salesman M.
F. Funderburke and Jack London.
From New Orleans, Leo Seicshnaydre,
branch manager, George Harrell, George
Nunngesser and Jack Duffy, salesmen.
From Tampa, Henry Glover, branch
manager, George J. Jones, office manager.
F’rom Atlanta, Carl Floyd, branch manager; George J. Jones, office manager, and
A1 Rook, salesman.
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Dallas — Deadlocked

REPUBLIC REGIONAL
MEET SET FOR N. O.
Atlanta — A

United

will attempt to have its case against the
Interstate circuit and major film distributors moved up in Judge Atwell’s court
as early as possible behind the Frels case,
it was learned on good authority.
The hearing had been set for June 30
when the May term opened. The government’s suit is for an injunction to dissolve
the minimum price regulations for subsequent runs in Texas key cities.
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Malco - Saenger Merger
Joins Six in Two States
Little Rock — M. S. McCord, secretarytreasurer of the Malco Theatres, Inc., with
general offices in North Little Rock, has
announced that the Malco-Saenger Theatres in Arkansas and the Richards-Lightman Theatres. Inc., which operates houses
in Mississippi, have merged into the Richards-Lightman Theatre Corp.
For

Accounting

Purposes

The merger was brought about to bring
a group of six houses in Arkansas and
Mississippi towns which are owned jointly
by Malco interests, headed by M. A. Lightman of Memphis, and the Saenger interests. headed by E. V. Richards of New
Orleans, into one company for accounting
purposes, McCord stated.
Richards is president of the new company; Lightman is vice-president: N. L.
Barter. New Orleans, secretary, and M. S.
McCord, treasurer.
The new transaction involves theatres
at Hope, Helena and Pine Bluff, Ark.,
and at Columbus, Tupelo and West Point,
Miss.

ALABAMA
Birmingham — Air conditioning equipment
is being installed in the Strand Theatre
here by the Wil-Kin Theatre Corp. at a
cost of $5,000.
Scottsboro — New air-cooling system has
been completed in the Ritz Theatre here.
GEORGIA
Lawrenceville — New W.

Several Patrons Hurt in
Theatre Blast

new

E. sound

and

projection machines have been installed in the Colonial Theatre by Manager

Branon,

who has recently assumed managership of the house for George Gaston
of Atlanta.

Knoxville, Tenn. — The explosion
of a homh in the Rialto Theatre here
resulted in slight injuries to several
patrons, and a panic in the theatre
when scores stampeded to safety.
Flames and flying metal from the
improvised bomb, endangered dozens
near the scene. It is believed the

Tennille — W.

B.

Smith,

who

recently

purchased a building site here for the purpose of erecting a de luxe picture house,
has announced that he expects to have
everything in readiness for a July 1 openshow. ing. This will be Tennille’s first picture

explosion

was another in a series resulting from a labor war between
rival factions in Knoxville theatres.

Winder — The

Strand

Theatre

has under-

gone a complete renovation and redecorating program with new screen, and new
lighting fixtures installed.
NORTH

Negro Theatre Planned

CAROLINA

Asheboro — A new neon marquee has just
been erected on the Sunset Theatre by

Jackson, Miss. — Plans have been completed for the erection of a large new
theatre for Negroes in Jackson. The house
will be located on North Parish St., and
will have a seating capacity of 1,000. Work
is expected to begin at once.

PEOPLE

TOPICS

J. F. White jr., owner of the Sunset and
Capitol theatres.
Asheville— Installation of a $6,000 cooling system has has been completed in the
(Continued on page 91)
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EXCHANGE EMPLOYES ORGANIZE
SOUTH REPRESENTED
AT 20TH-FOX MEETING
p Z. GLASS, Dallas exhibitor, was showing
friends a beautiful gold trophy captured by him in the recent airplane races
at St. Louis. He placed second in a 40
mile flight of commercial planes, averaging
over 170 miles per hour, and won an additional award of $250. Glass previously won
two speed races at Miami. He stopped off
in St. Louis on returning from the Allied
convention in Milwaukee and had Col. H.
A. Cole and H. S. Leon of Haskell as passengers. Col. Cole is wearing a very definite
coat of suntan he received while watching
the speed planes.

F. W. Zimmerman, San Marcos showman, was in Dallas in connection with an
oil well he and associates are drilling.
"Zim” took time to visit a jew hours on
the Row.
One of the famous Texas horned frogs
looking for the corner stone of the Century
Theatre in Dallas became mixed up in a
public address amplifier kicking out a tube.
Herber Bros, removed the descendant of
“Old Rip’’ and repaired the reproducer.
Rats have caused havoc in the past to
theatre organs and later to speakers etc.,
(Continued

NOT

on

page

89)

ALL

Los

Angeles — Attending the 20th Century-Fox convention which opened here

Tuesday were 38 delegates
ern area, as follows:

from

the south-

Atlanta: H. G. Ballance, district manager; Paul Wilson, manager; R. G. McClure, office manager; M. Mitchell, R. H.
Fairchild, Fred R. Dodson, H. P. Laseter,
salesmen; R. H. Ford, booker; Ed Tucker,
ad sales manager.
Charlotte: Phil Longdon, manager; J.
E. Holston, G. E. Ebersole, Sam Hinson,
salesmen; J. O. Mock, booker; C. T. Hardin, ad sales manager.
Dallas; H. R. Beiersdorf, manager; W. S.
Miller, office manager; J. E. Gribble, N. B.
Houston, D. W. Scott, D. P. Rathbone,
salesmen; T. P. Tidwell, booker; C. Miller,
ad sales manager.
Memphis: T. W. Young, manager; Nat
Wyse, T. I. Baskin, salesmen; M. Sheridan,
booker; R. M. Bandy, ad sales manager.
New Orleans; E. V. Landaiche, manager;
H. P. Shallcross, G. R. Pabst, salesmen; G.
J. Broggi, booker; M. Johnston, ad sales
manager.
Oklahoma City: Charles W. Clark, manager: M. W. Osborne, G. L. James, salesmen; W. T. Clark, booker; J. O. Whelihan,
ad sales manager.

WASHERS

ARE

Big Majority of Atlanta
Filmrow Applies for
AFL Charter
Atlanta — Approximately

87 per

cent

of

Filmrow’s shippers, poster clerks and inspector signed up Friday night at a meeting held at the Anseley Hotel roof, applying for a charter to organize a local union
of film employes, as a unit of the lATSE.
J. C. Sulzer of the Visugraphic Film
Corp.

presided at the meeting. Two previous meetings had been held on the Row
by Sulzer in an effort to organize and to

acquaint those present with the advantages of signing up with the lATSE, which
is affiliated with the American Federation
of Labor.
All

Major

Exchanges

Represented

Walter Hudson, business manager of the
Motion Picture Operators Local No. 225,
was

also

active

in

the

pre-organization

work.
George Googe, southeastern representative of the AFL, and Fred Rawl, southeastern representative of the lATSE, were
present at the meeting Friday, and will
also officiate at the organization of the
union, as soon as the charter applied for
returns from Washington.
More

than 100 were present at the meet( Continued on page 90)

EFFICIENT
— but—
ask the man
who uses a
HERBER
BROS.
Air Washer
of which
illustration at left
is an actual
J.:

photograph.

The Herber Bros. Air Washer is highly efficient on account of its special patented spray nozzles which break
water into the finest particles, producing a perfect fog ... It has more and bigger turns in drying plates for
drier and colder air ... It has greater depth for more evaporation and cooling area ... It has greater height and
less width for a more efficient cooling effect. It is built entirely of copper and galvanized metal. No black metal
or paint used . . . There are many other reasons why Herber Bros. Washers get real results.

ERBER
210 SOUTH

HARWOOD
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Cole Believes Regulatorij
Measures Are Impending
Dallas — Col.

H.

A.

Cole,

president

in “Divorce”

Bill

He believes further that Allied’s move
for a bill to divorce exhibitors from production will prove constitutional because
of the recent ruling of the supreme court
in the Lxiuisiana chain tax law which
granted that state complete power to regulate the chain problem within its bounds.
Col. Cole emphasized he has been against
a chain theatre tax, but as a last resort —
“if independent theatres are going to the
wall they might as well go out with a
bang” — if it proves necessary he will lead
the fight for a chain theatre tax in Texas
which would range from a nominal tax for
one theatre up to $5 per seat.

TAD SCREEN

LINKS

WITH NATT ASS'N
Dallas — Officials of Tad Screen Advertising, Inc., announce the company has
been appointed co-distributor for General
Screen Advertising Inc., Wrigley Bldg.,
Chicago, which they say is the largest national screen association handling strictly
national accounts. The other affiliation of
GSA, it was said, are Alexander, Ray-Bell,
Screen addettes and others.
It was also announced that Ray Murrell has been appointed district manager
for Tad in east and south Texas.
I. A. Anderson, Tad secretary-treasurer,
it was reported, would leave soon on an
extended business trip through the midwest
contacting district managers and large
national accounts in that section.

Get Monahans
Monahans,

Tex. — The

Site
OK

town’s growth for many years. The Korn
circuit will then have three theatres in
Monahans, charging admissions of 10s, 15c
and 25c respectively.

Orlando,

FOR

NEW

Fla. — Central

Inc.,

has been granted a permit for the erection
of a new motion picture theatre on west
Church St.

86

The Diamond Horseshoe Theatre on
Soledad Street has closed for the summer
months. It will reopen again this fall
with a new stage play.

Hilgers Pays Visit
While in America
Dallas — Clair E. Hilgers,

film manager

former

Recent visitors: Bob Bauer, Laredo;
David J. Young, Brownsville; Henri Filler,
Corpus Christi, and H. C. Daniels, Crystal
City and Seguin theatreman.

Dallas

and now managing director
of the French RKO
Company, has been a
popular visitor on
Filmrow where he
has many friends and
was also a witness for
the defense in the
case of Rubin Frels
against Jefferson
Amusement Co. and

Several professional acts were presented
at the Municipal Auditorium during the
cently.
public service home modernizing show re-

REMODEL TWO AT
LITTLEFIELD, TEXAS
Littlefield,

Tex. — Remodeling

of

the

several major distributors.
Hilgers resigned as
branch manager of
20th Century-Fox and sailed for France one
year ago April 9 on his new RKO assignment, which covers France and North
Africa. His family, which includes Mrs.
Hilgers and three daughters, Betty Claire,
June and Gloria, came to America with the
film executive, dividing their time in Dallas,
Ft. Worth, and with relatives in Sioux City,
Iowa.

Palace and Ritz theatres will take place
the latter part of this month. Plans call
for redecorating the foyers, lobbies and
fronts of both buildings. New drapes will
be hung and new carpet laid at the Palace,
and cushion seats at the Ritz.
The Ritz is expected to keep open every
night during the summer months. It is
now closed two nights a week.

Hilgers will join the
Dallas on June 14 for
ney to the west coast
ceed to New York for

construction is expected to be opened by
June 15. The building is now complete
with the exception of the decorating, installation of seats and equipment.

RKO sales staff in
a convention jourand then will prohis return to Paris.

SUDAN
Sudan,

GARDEN

Tex. — The

new

OPENING
Garden

Theatre

BRENKERT
New;
with

LOW

PROJECTION

10" reflector increasesCost.
patronage

They're quiet! No

BAUSCH

LAMP

without

squeaks.

•

& LOME

Projection Lenses get true definition, contrast and
that earns

increasing

CHAIRS

hinges — No

good

Quality Merchandise

THEATRE
Theatres,

‘‘Sights of San Antonio,’’ a featurette,
has been completed here by Associated
Pictures of Hollywood.

INTERNATIONAL

Theatres,

operating two houses in Monahans, has
acquired a choice location on the main
street, also a state highway, where a new
fire-proof theatre will be constructed. The
capacity will be ample to take care of the

PERMIT

Popeye Clubs of the Uptown, Highland Park and Harlandale theatres have
inaugurated a new giveaway on Saturdays.
Co-sponsored by the Alamo Jewelry Co.,
the houses are awarding many nice useful
gifts to the kiddies who belong to the club
and attend the matinees each Saturday.

of

Allied Theatre Owners of Texas and vicepresident of Allied States Assn, commented
on several important issues facing the industry and believes that at least three
legislative moves to regulate it will be
brought about soon.
Col. Cole said he believes that H. R. No.
160, calling for a sweeping congressional
investigation of the industry, will be acted
on favorably in the house within the next
few days.
Faith

^HE

brilliance

will.

—

Priced Right

TEXAS THEATRE SUPPLY CO., Inc.
2010 JACKSON
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A T IIL A M T A
J^OIJIE BACH, special representative of
Affiliated Enterprises, Denver, and Louie
Bach, well-known local exhibitor, plan a
get-acquainted meeting while the Denver
Bach is in town visiting Dan Roberts, manager of the local office. The only difference in the names is in the pronunciation.
Louie Bach of Denver pronounces his like
the famous composer, Bach, while Louie
Bach of Atlanta, as if it were spelled
Batch. Anyway here’s to the meeting
the gentlemen “Bach.”

of

John Miller, exhibitor of Cordova, Ala.,
on the Row this week was seen showing
deep interest in new theatre equipment.
M. Coleman of NSSCo. has just returned from a visit with relatives in Detroit,
Buffalo and Rochester, N. Y.
C. E. Peppiatt, GN branch manager, returned from the convention on the coast
with a case of “flu” which he tried to
fight off, unsuccessfully, it finally getting
him down, and confining him to his home
for the past week. However, latest reports
are that he is now well on the way to recovery.
A

telephone call to various film exchanges on the Row from a fashionable
men’s haberdashery, inquiring the name of
an exhibitor from Etowah, Tenn., whose
initials were H. V., disclosed the fact that
they had fitted him out with a spring
wardrobe and failed to get his name.

Griffin Named Chairman
SETOA Meet Jnne 27-29
Atlanta — M.

COLLEGE PARK SOLD
TO FRED COLEMAN
Atlanta — Fred

Coleman

of

the

East

Point Amusement Co. and manager of the
Fairfax Theatre, East Point, has purchased
the College Park Theatre, College Park,
from D. McDermon effective June 12.
The theatre will be completely remodeled, new sound equipment installed, airconditioned, and reseated with 400 new
cushioned seats. Coleman hopes to complete this work without interfering with
the regular scheduled programs.
Aubrey Nesbitt, formerly of the Fairfax
Theatre, has been made local manager of
the newly-acquired house.

Managers
Columbia,

S.

Shifted

C. — James

Matthews,

as-

sistant manager of the Ritz Theatre, has
been transferred to the Sumter Theatre
at Sumter, in like position. Hoyt Howard,
assistant manager of the State Theatre,
Greenwood, replaces Matthews at the Ritz.

N. Emile Savini, Savini Films, Atlanta,
has announced that he has just closed a
deal with the entire Wilby theatre circuit

C. Moore,

president

of the

SETOA, has announced Bill Griffin, vicepresident from Cullman, Ala., as general
chairman of the SETOA convention to be
held in Birmingham June 27-28-29 at the
Thomas Jefferson Hotel.
Other committees announced by the
president were as follows, the first named
in each instance is chairman:
Committee

Members

Convention — Bill Griffin, Cullman, Ala.;
Lee Castleberry, Nashville, Tenn.; R. R.
Wilby, Atlanta, Ga. Business — Col. Thos.
E. Orr, Albertville, Ala.; Louis Bach, Atlanta, Ga.; Roy E. Martin, Columbus, Ga.;
Col. Sam Borisky, Chattanooga, Tenn.
Invitation — Oscar Lam, Rome, Ga.; Hugh
Manning, Etowa, Tenn.; Wm. Karrh,
Swainsboro, Ga. Publicity — Nat Williams,
Thomaston, Ga.; Tom Brandon, Titusville,
Fla.; Mack Jackson, Alexander City, Ala.
Dance — J. H. Thompson, Hawkinsville, Ga.;
Eddie Watson, Montevallo, Ala.; Hal Macon, Statesboro, Ga. Refreshments — Mrs.
Willingham Wood, Washington, Ga.; Mrs.
Violet Edwards, Monticello, Ga.; L. J. Duncan, Lanette, Ala.
Riley Davis, chairman of the Golf Tour( Continued on page 91)

-CONSIDER-

for all his United Artist's reissues.
W. I. Bryan has been added to the booking department of Warner Bros., filling
the vacancy left by the triple promotion
of bookers recently. Bryan was transferred
from the Memphis office of Warner Bros.,
where he was booker.
H. P. (Dusty) Rhodes is in New Orleans, booking for the Martin Theatres.

Willing cooperation
Individual application
Logical adaptations

J. H. Black, cashier at Warner Bros.,
left this weekend for a trip to Dallas to
visit relatives.

T

Carl Floyd, Atlanta manager for Republic Pictures, announced this week that Al
Rook, his salesman, had already sold over
(Continued on page 92)
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PI IE PI P IHI III ^
p X. WILLIAMS Jr. visited the Row this
week to invite Memphis film men and
exhibitors to attend the annual convention of the Mississippi Theatre Owners at
Biloxi, Miss., on July 11-12. Bob is not
only an officer in the Tri-States MPTO,
but he is also president of the Mississippi
group. He operates the Lyric at Oxford,
site of the University of Mississippi.
H. H. Baker, exhibitor at Waldo, Ark.,
plans to open theatres at Springhill and
Stephens, La., within the next few weeks.
Baker, a former teacher at Emmerson, has
been

dickering with Memphis film exchanges for bookings . . . Incidentally , the
rumor about the new $25,000 theatre for
Selmer, Tenn., has become a reality. R. B.
Gooch, Selmer undertaker and holder of
large real estate interests, let the contract
for the building this week, and plans to
open a modernly -equipped
September,
Addys

Brown,

formerly

theatre

next

of Stamps,

Ark.,

is remodeling a 400-seat house at Prescott,
Ark., in opposition to R. B. Hardy. The
theatre is expected to open within a few
weeks . . . W. M. Snelson, Republic manager. and his booker, Lloyd Miller, will attend the southern division meeting of the
company in New Orleans, June 11 and 12.
R. Claude Gentry, of the Lyric at Baldwyn,
Miss., came to Memphis this week, he said,
to inform Mr. Snelson he was holding out
his “Hit Parade” percentage until he comes
down to go fishing with him. Mr. Gentry
said fish “that
Mrs.

long” are biting swell.

W. R. Pattie of the Temple,

Leland,

Miss., this week bids Filmrow goodbye until next September. She leaves the latter
part of this week to spend the summer at
her cottage in Sheboygan, Mich. . . . T. B.
Kirk, M-G-M
booker, leaves Saturday to
spend his vacation on his farm at Lawrenceburg in Middle Tennessee.
Other exhibitors seen on the Row this
week included Mrs. Oscar Street of the
Dixie, Ripley, Miss.; Tom Ford. Rector,
Ark.; R. B. Hardy, Prescott and Nashville,
Ark.; Orris Collins, Capitol, Paragould,
Ark.; J. W. Wade, Holly Springs, Miss,
(who says he plans to open movie houses
at Potts Camp and Byhalia, Miss., soon) ;
J. D. Henry and Joe Wiley of Hickman, Ky.

FOUR

STATES SEND
SIX TO ALLIED MEET

Milwaukee,
Tennessee and

Wis. — Georgia, Oklahoma,
Texas sent a contingent of

six registrants to the Allied national convention held here May 26-28. The delegates were as follows:
From Georgia:
Cuthbert.
From Oklahoma:
Shawnee.

M. G. Lee, Lee Theatre,
A. B. Momand,

Odeon,

From Tennessee: J. L. Levine, Independent Theatres, Chattanooga.
From Texas: H. A. Cole, Rialto, Greenville; R. Glass. Knox Loan & Fair, Dallas;
H. S. Leon, Texas Haskell, Haskell.
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EQUIPMENT SALES BY
NATIONAL SUPPLY CO.
Dallas — Equipment sales are reported
by National Theatre Supply to the following:
L. M. Threet, Texan, at Lufkin, changeover devices; W. J. Chesher, Texan at Sudan, lenses, transverter panel; H. H. Hoke,
Howard Theatre at Taylor, stereoptican ;
Bruce Collins, R. & R. Theatres, Corpus
Christi, screen; R. W. Simpson, J. A. Nelson and J. G. Deakins for the Olympic
Theatre, projectors complete with magazines, pedestals, lamps, reflectors, rectifiers,
lenses, screen, frames and cooling system;
Mitchell Lewis, Park, Houston, fan and
film splicer; Tommie
Wales, Cascade
Theatre at Boerne, lenses; Mrs. A. Farias,
Empress, Benavides, screen; Jack Laird,
for Griffith’s New

Lyric, Odessa,

motor.

INDUSTRY WATCHING
MOVE BY PICKENS
Dallas — As unconfirmed reports reach
Dallas as to progress being made by Jack
Pickens, Fred Hansen and associates, in
their intention to put competitive theatres
in six or more towns of Hall Industries

Emenheiser Heading
UA Charlotte Branch
Atlanta — Jack Emenheiser, former UA
salesman, has resigned to accept the position of Charlotte branch manager of
Monogram Southern Film Exchanges, effective June 1, according to announcement
made by John Mangham, president.
Emenheiser is well known in the Charlotte territory, having spent about four
years there as branch manager of the UA
office before coming to Atlanta. He has
had an interesting and varied career in
the film business. He entered the business
via the Universal Film Co. of Oklahoma
City, as salesman for Texas and Okla., but
the oil boom looked mighty inviting, and
he resigned to build a theatre and hotel
in the little oil town. Blue Ridge, Texas,
which flourished until the oil wells started pumping salt water, so he boarded up
the doors, and trekked to California. There
he and

his brother

organized

the National

Theatres, Inc. in Los Angeles, which comprised a circuit of 32 theatres of which
Jack was vice-president and buyer.

Texas, the industry in Texas increases its interest in the move. Pickens
plans theatres for Kenedy, Beeville, San
Marcos, Kingsville, Alice and possibly other

Then he began hearing tales of the
Florida boom and he was off again, this
time to venture into real estate which
proved disastrous, so he came back to his
first love, the film business, and as he says,

towns

“has been peddling

in south

of the Hall circuit. He has
chased enough product to back the
ture, it is understood. Those in close
tact say this expansion will prove to
real battle.

purvenconbe a

VAN ALSTYNE RITZ
IS SOLD TO HOLCOMB

GEORGIA

films ever since.”

CLOSES

Atlanta — The

FOR

Georgia

J. house, has closed its door
mer season.

Dallas — Here Monday on his weekly
visit to Filmrow, W. R. Holcomb, owner of
the Aztec at Van Alstyne, said he had purchased the Jlitz, an opposition theatre,
which has been operated for some time by
Richard McClure. Holcomb said prospects
for Van Alstyne are brighter than they
have been in a number of years.

SUMMER

Theatre,

light.
Automatically smart theatre
operators think of King when
they
want remodeling and
decorating.
King

does

the job right.

JULY

PLANS FREE
ON

SCENIC

July 1, according to P. C. Levy, city manager of the circuit. Negotiations are being
made for a site downtown between Ninth
and Tenth streets on Main. Opening is
slated early in October. Policy will be
second run.

315 S. HARWOOD

COOLING
BUFFALO

ENGINEERING

REMODELING

JOBS

KING

1

Ft. Worth — Construction of a new Interstate theatre is expected to be started by

DUFPALC

best

Strand Theatre, Jefferson, Tex.
Rialto Theatre, Browniield>
Tex.

Co., were hosts this week to the “9-High-2”
graduating class of Bass Junior High
School, in a personally conducted tour of
their respective offices.

OPENING

our

Just completed.

Atlanta— John Ezell, Atlanta branch
manager of Universal Pictures, and C. D.
Beeland, president of the Strickland Film

FT. WORTH

L. &
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Hosts to Graduates
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for the sum-
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MOCHBIE UA DISTRICT
TAKE SALES DRIVE TOP

from page 85)

Atlanta — Robert

Mochrie,

but this is believed the first case of a
horned frog causing trouble.

May 1. The first such
contest ever staged
by United Artists, the
drive resulted in additional awards to
Jack Groves, Dallas
salesman; Roy Sachs,
Dallas booker.

C. J. Stevens has opened his new neighborhood theatre on Maple Ave. An out of
the ordinary feature of the house is that
its cooling system is operated by a V8
motor using natural gas.

Jack Groves, salesman for United Artists out of the Dallas branch, who took
top money in the southern district in
the George J. Schaefer sales drive
which officially ended May 1. Groves

R. A. Duncan, president of Tad Screen
Advertising Inc., has returned from a sales
promotion
trip to south Texas and Oklahoma.

gets a neat bonus of four week’s extra
salary for his fine work.

J. Harry Long, Tad Atlantic division
manager with headquarters in Richmond,
held a sales convention in Charlotte attended by the representatives working in
that territory.

PAT McGEE EMPLOYS
KING ON OKLA. JOB
Dallas — W.

B. King, of King

Scenic

Co.,

has been engaged by Pat McGee, general
manager of Standard Theatres, to handle
furnishings in the new Tower Theatre at
Oklahoma City. The Tower there is patterned in part after Interstate’s new Tower
in Dallas.
King will furnish and install all drapes
throughout the theatre, including stage
and all other departments. He will also
furnish and install all display frames inside and in front of the house.

BUYING AND BOOKING
VISIT BY W. KNOCHE
Dallas

— Walter

Knoche,

of the

Long-

horn and Palace theatres in Fredericksburg, was a visitor on Pilmrow this week
buying new equipment and making a booking deal. For the Longhorn he purchased
reflector arc lamps, rectifiers and miscellaneous items from Herber Bros. He also
made a deal with Forrest White, of the
Index Booking Service, who will handle
the bookings for Knoche’s

two theatres.

Ned E. Depinet, RKO’s president, drew
a crowd of friends and admirers as he
walked down Harwood the other day. He
chatted with two or three film men who
worked for him in the days of the old Consolidated Film & Supply Company on Commerce Street, and talked to poster clerks
or anyone who knew him during the time
he was a Dallas branch manager. Depinet
arrived in Dallas from Galveston where
he attended the Interstate convention.
Ross Dixon, partner with R & R in tivo
theatres in Colorado, Tex., was in Dallas
during the week visiting with friends and
conferring at the circuit headquarters.
Dallasites on the west coast at the moment are H. R. Robb and E. H. Rowley.
W. G. Underwood and C. C. Ezell were
earlier visitors at the production center.

Robert

Dallas — Imperial

has

closed

a five-year

franchise with Jack Adams for Arkansas,
Texas and Oklahoma. The agreement will
include Imperial’s current product as well
as the 32 pictures for 1937-38 and the exchanges will operate under the Imperial
name.

Mochrie Coming
on
homethrough
stretch,

Harry Gold’s eastern division nosed out
the western division in the final tabulation.

RAY ELKINS TO R & R;
PAUL IS SUCCESSOR
Dallas — Due

to transposition

of linotype

lines, complete sense in the story of Harry
Paul becoming manager of Texas Theatre
Supply Co. was not available from the item.
As is now known, Paul is manager of that
company, having resigned from National
Theatre Supply Co. with whom he started
11 years ago in Dallas, later being transferred to New York and then to Omaha
and Des Moines where he was branch
manager. Paul was also transferred to
Kansas City and back to Dallas.
Ray Elkins, who has been manager of
Texas Supply will return to the general
office of the Robb & Rowley circuit as
purchasing agent.

PROGRAMS
AND

HERALDS
Thai

Are

DIFFERENT

Made

George W. Weeks, general manager of
GB, was m Dallas last week conferring
with John Franconi, local sales manager
and contacting circuit officials.

NEW

by the

PROCESS

AT A PRICE you CAN
AFFORD TO USE REGULARLY

SOMETHING

NEW

SEND US YOUR
WE DO THE

Write for Prices and Particulars on

Gains Imperial Franchise

dis-

for the top performance in the George J.
Schaefer sales drive
officially completed

Some of the boys on the Row long used
to parking their cars on Harwood St. without police interference paid fines at the
city hall Wednesday. Police are carefully
checking all cars on the street.

O. C. Easter, owner of the Peak Theatre,
who recently became air minded with the
purchase of a fine airplane, is now soloing,
having made recent trips to Houston, Oklahoma City and other airports.

southern

trict manager of United Artists, received
this week the award
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SERVING

Theatres,

Inc., owners of the Clayton Theatre, has
taken over the theatre at Georgiana, and
announces plans for erecting a new theatre at Columbia.

Stebbins
1804

THE

EXHIBITORS

Theatre

Wyandotte

(Member

OF

THE

SOUTH

Equipment
ITSDA)

Kansas

Co.
City, Mo.
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M"

and Mrs. H. F. Kincey of the WilbyKincey theatre circuit had as their
guest Mrs. Irby Perrin of Selma, Ala.

Merritt Davis, manager of Grand National. who just returned from the GN
convention in Los Angeles, is being congratulated on Charlotte making second
place in the recent GN Sales Drive.
The Airdome. Charlotte's open air theatre, opened last Monday night with a large
crowd in attendance.
Miss Johnson, formerly of RKO, is now
cashier for Southern Monogram Film Exchanges.
J. E. Hobbs, manager of Universal’s
Charlotte office, and Salesmen R. H. Masterman and R. T. Good have returned from
the Universal convention held in Los Angeles.
E. L. McKinley, former office manager
for United Artists, has been transferred to
Washington, D. C., being replaced by Ed
Crowell, formerly with Grand National as
booker.
C. G. Lawing and Mrs. Lawing spent the
weekend in Albemarle. Lawing operates
the theatres in Badin, N. C., and Pageland. S. C.
North Carolina visitors to the Row this
iveek were: Bill Suther, Concord: J. W.
Griffith. Forest City; R. Holt. Troy; J. W.
Thompson, Durham; D. E. Cash. Kings
Mt.; O. T. Kirby, Roxboro, and A. T. Sams,
Statesville.
From South Carolina were; L. A. Linder, Spartanburg; F. E. Vantine, Great
Falls; A. H. Powell, Dillon; R. S. Rogers,
Cheraw; Fred Curdts, Greensville, and E.
W. Carter, Lockhart.

J. ROBT. PATRICK TO
VALDOSTA PALACE
Valdosta,

Ga. — J. Robert

Patrick

of Flor-

ala, Ala., has been made manager of the
Palace Theatre here.
Patrick has been connected with the
Martin Theatres, operators of the Palace
and Ritz Theatres in Florala, and is an
experienced theatre manager.
W. W. Lineberger formerly of the Palace, has been transferred to Florala, replacing Patrick.

Goes to 4-Day Run
Memphis — The

Orpheum,

one

of Mem-

phis’ five larger downtown houses and the
only one operating with full-time vaudeville program, has gone on a four-day
operation. J. Virgil Posey is manager. The
theatre will be open on Saturdays, Sundays, Mondays and Tuesdays.

Adopt 5-Day Week
Memphis — Three

local

film

exchanges

have adopted the five-day week plan during the summer months, it has been learned. The plan goes into effect this week
at Vitagraph, Metro and Columbia.

90

Cash Night Issue to
Alahama Appellate
Montgomery,

Ala. —

The

legality

of

“jackpot” on Bank Night by theatres is
before the Alabama court of appeals here
on appeal of Cecil B. Grimes, manager of
a Tuscaloosa, Ala., theatre from Tuscaloosa circuit court where he was convicted.
Bank Night and “jackpot” have been in
operation in nearly every hamlet and big
city of the state for months. The Tuscaloosa case in which Grimes was fined $200
was one of the few instances where a theatre has met with difficulties in the presentation of the special awards.

DEAN

AND HEARN
GN ATLANTA

Atlanta — Howard

Dean

TO
SALES
and

Hank

Hearn, two well-known film figures, have
joined the Atlanta office of Grand National Pictures.
Dean, a Paramount man for 12 years and
recently with 20th-Fox in Dallas, joined
up with C. E. Peppiatt, branch manager
in Los Angeles, at the recent convention.
He will travel Alabama and West Florida
territory.
Hank

Hearn, associated with M-G-M Atlanta for the past four years, has been
active in the film business for the past 20
years. His first connection was with the
Southern States Film Co., organized by
Oscar Oldknow in 1919, later he was southern district manager of Associated Exhibitors in Atlanta, Atlanta manager of
Liberty Specialty Co., and at one time was
branch manager of the Memphis branch
office for Vitagraph. He has been assigned the Tennessee and north Georgia territory for Grand National.

Gain Charters
(Continued

ing and represented practically all major
exchanges on the Row.

issued

by the lATSE to the Charlotte Film Exchange Employes, local union B-33. About
98 per cent of the employes in the shipping, poster and inspection departments
of the 12 local exchanges joined the new
organization.
Officers of the new union are: J. P.
Hinson (20th Century-Fox), president;
Mrs. Lillian Nolen (United Artists), vicepresident; O. R. Gill (Warner Bros.), financial secretary; H. E. Ritchies (Universal), treasurer; Mrs. Meriam Early (Paramount), recording secretary; Jack Wadsworth (Warner Bros), business agent; N.
S. Fisher (Columbia), corresponding secretary; Charlie Pace (Columbia), sergeantat-arms.
FLAT

RENTAL

Minneapolis — The

Suits for injunctions by the United chain
against Columbia asking court to forbid
Columbia leasing ‘‘Theodora Goes Wild”
to any other theatre is set for June 8.
The lowest admission prices yet seen or
heard of in New Orleans was announced
Sunday when Joy Houck, new operator of
the Joy-Strand Theatre (formerly the New
Strand) that he will admit children on
Saturday mornings beginning June 5, for
one cent with a regular feature and the
usual trimmings. Adults are charged five
cents for an ordinary seat, and ten cents
for the best seats in the house . . . Gene
Anthony, exhibitor from Ponchatoula, La.,
died Monday morning in the Marine hospital, New Orleans, after an illness of several months.
Phil Blum, 83, formerly connected with
Saenger Amusement here, died May 31.
Blum, a native of Plaqumine parish, moved
to New Orleans more than 50 years ago
and for much of that time was affiliated
with the Saenger company, which he
joined at the time of its organization. He
retired from active participation several
years ago . . . Haberfeld & Flexer are putting the finishing touches on their new
theatre in New Albany, Miss., which is to
open within the next 30 days.
M. C. White, manager of the Modern
Talking Machine Co., leaves June 21 to
attend the national meeting of the organization which will be held at the Waldorf
hotel. New York City.

SPIKED OF

PEPPIATT'S
Atlanta — C. E. Peppiatt

LEAVE

will remain

in

Atlanta as branch manager of Grand National, despite many rumors that he was to
be transferred to various other sections.
And he has gone further and added two
more salesmen. Hank Hearn and Howard
Dean, who together with “Hap”
give him three ace film peddlers.

Barnes

Anderson Adds 12th
Dillon,

S. C. — H. H. Anderson,

head

of

the Anderson Chain of Theatres, has purchased the Carolina Theatre at Hamlet,
and will remodel. This is the 12th theatre
to be operated by Anderson
linas.

in the Caro-

Sarasota Ritz Repairs

ONLY

Northwest

Century-Fox and other major film companies, matters probably will be compromised and the case dropped by George Fuller, Pensacola, Fla., exhibitor. Fuller wants
an even break with other exhibitors in
future purchases.

RUMORS

from page 85)

Charter to Charlotte
Charlotte — A charter has been

JF Federal
Judge Wayne G. Borah consents to conspiracy suits against 20th

Allied unit

in convention here this week went on record to make no new-season percentage
deals. Members resolved to buy on flat
rental basis only.

Sarasota,

Fla. — The

Ritz

Theatre

is to

be extensively remodeled and repaired at
a cost of $6,000, according to Manager Bill
Hart. It also will be enlarged to accommodate 178 more seats.
BOXOFFICE
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TWO

Territory Topics
Continued from page 84)

NEW THEATRES
SET FOR CHARLOTTE

Charlotte — Ellis Blumenthal,

Imperial Theatre here, by the PublixBamford Theatres, Inc. Similar systems
will also be installed in the Plaza and
Paramount theatres, as well as the new
theatre now under construction in West
Asheville.
Elizabeth

City — J. F. Schlez

has

just

completed his 500-seat theatre in Columbia.
Hamlet — H. H. Anderson

of Dillon, S. C.,

has purchased the local theatre from the
Virginia Trust Co., for the sum of $20,000,
according to announcement made this
week. It is also understood that the theatre will close June 1 for extensive repairs.
Leakesville — The

formal

opening

of the

new Grand Theatre on the Boulevard was
marked by the showing of a locally made
film of the wedding of one of the town’s
debutantes, as part of the program arranged by Manager Douglas Craddock.
Leakesville — Remodeling

and

recon-

struction work on the Boulevard Theatre
is progressing rapidly and is expected to
be completed within the next few weeks.
Mt.

Airy — Work

has

begun

on the new

theatre being built by E. O. Benbow and
P. A. Boone, across the street from the
Grand Theatre here.
Plymouth — Announcement

has

been

made of the purchase of a building site
here by Shep Brinkley for the purpose of
erecting a new moving picture theatre.
WiLLiAMTsoN — Construction work has begun on the second theatre for Williamtson
and, according to reports, will be completed
within the next few weeks. J. W. Watts,
owner of the Watts Theatre here, will
operate the new house.
Zebulon — H.

P.

Powell

of

Smithfield,

who operates houses in Selma, Ahoskie,
Louisburg, Franklinton and Smithfield,
will also operate the new theatre now being erected in Zebulon.
SOUTH
Batesburg — The

CAROLINA
Carolina

Theatre

here

is being enlarged some 25 feet in the rear
for the purpose of installing an air conditioning room, according to Sam Bogs,
manager.
Florence — The

Carolina

Theatre

has

completed the installation of new sound
equipment.
Orangeburg — A charter

has been

grant-

ed to the Orangeburg Theatres, Inc., to
own and operate moving picture and other
theatres. Capital stock, $10,000. Officers:
James Izlar Sims, president and treasurer;
Harry R. Sims, vice-president; Hugo S.
Sims, secretary.

Franklin — Herbert

Bowen,

manager

of

Greenfield — Work

is being

rushed

to

president

of

the Franklin Theatre, has announced a
June opening for his new theatre now under construction.
completion on the new theatre being constructed in Greenfield by the Ruffin circuit.
the Central Labor Union of Knoxville, has
announced that “Knoxville Moving Picture Theatres are 100 per cent closed shop.
BOXOFFICE

COOLING ORDERS ARE
REPORTED BY BERBER
Dallas — Herber

Bros, announce

the fol-

lowing installations of cooling equipment:
Two blowers, washer, drives, deflectors,
motors to R. C. Garbade’s Grand Theatre,
Yoakum: two blowers, two washers, drives,
two deflectors, two motors and an attic
fan to Mart Cole’s Cole Theatre, Rosenberg; washer, blower, pump, deflector,
drives to C. J. Stevens Maple Theatre,
Dallas; blower, drives and motor to R. A.
Gill at Carthage; deflector to C. J. Ott,
Palace, Royse City; complete cooling system for Paul’s Beauty Salon, Dallas.

BERT DAY OPENING
MEMPHIS GN OFFICE
Memphis — Bert

Day,

former

St. Louis

booker, arrived in Memphis this week to
open a Grand National Film exchange at
500 South Second St. He will be the
branch manager. Day has appointed as
his salesman for this territory, A. E. Sipe,
son of W. E. “Dad’’ Sipe, Universal manager. Young Mr. Sipe was associated with
Universal as a salesman for 12 years.

SETOA

Meet

(Continued from page 87)

TENNESSEE

Knoxville — C. C. Arthur,

represen-

tative of the Theatrical Enterprise Co., has
announced plans for the construction of a
new theatre at 117 South Tryon St., at a
cost ranging from $30,000 to $50,000 exclusive of equipment. It will be called the
Tryon and will have a seating capacity of
600.
Blumenthal, whose company operates
theatres in North Carolina and Virginia, said that the plans for the theatre
call for the latest type rear projection
known as the Trans-Lux system, air conditioning throughout, a large balcony and
special acoustical treatment.
The State Theatre, owned by the North
Carolina Theatres, Inc., is part of the
property purchased by the Woolworth Co.
for a new store in Charlotte. The lease
which the company holds on this building
will expire in several months, and it is understood that officials have been considering sites and making plans for a new theatre to take the place of the present State.
It is probable that a community theatre
will be constructed in the Elizabeth section.

nament committee, of the SETOA convention to be held at the Hotel Thomas Jefferson, in Birmingham June 27-28-29, requests that those who desire to play in the
tournament register with him immediately.
The course to be played and the method
of playing will be announced later Riley
states. Several trophies have already been
secured for the meet.
Send in your registration to Riley Davis,
chairman. Theatrical Printing Co., 183
Walton St., Atlanta.

Interstate Case
(Continued from page 83)
denied making such a statement to Frels.
Frels

Admits

Legg

Suit Aid

The defense made reference to the matter of Frels being a party in the Legg suit,
having contributed funds and appeared in
the case of Legg and other exhibitors similarly situated against the Interstate circuit and certain of the distributors. Frels
admitted this charge in part. On the
stand J. B. Dugger, district manager of
Paramount, said his company had been
serving Frels right along and that his company was surprised to learn an exhibitor
they were serving would take part in a
suit against Paramount. Dugger said
Paramount therefore switched to Jefferson in Victoria for that reason. On cross
examination
said that
sell
Frels for heVictoria
on while
accounthe ofdidn’t
the
Legg suit that he did sell Frels for his
smaller towns including El Campo, Yorktown and others. In these smaller towns
Frels had no competition at the time.
“Sought

Friendly

Relations’’

Dugger answered he didn’t want to carry
the chip on his shoulder against an exhibitor indefinitely and sold Frels in the
smaller towns in an effort to get back on
friendly business basis with Frels.
J. C. Clemmons, president of Jefferson
Amusement Co., identified several letters
he had written to New York distributors
notifying them Jefferson has purchased a
theatre in Victoria and requesting an opportunity to negotiate for product there.
He also identified letters from some of
these distributors acknowledging that request. On cross examination he said he
did not write similar letters when Jefferson went into El Campo and Yorktown but
did make such requests from the film companies either over the phone or in direct
personal conversations.
Long

Defends

Deal

Johnny Long, who said he had purchased theatres from Jefferson Amusement
Co. in Victoria, and other towns, all of
which were where Frels operated, gave
details of a number of meetings with Frels
when attempts were made to iron out difficulties. He said Frels offered him $22,000 for property he (Long) had just purchased for $53,000. Long said Frels drove
up to his (Long’s) Bay city theatre and
asked him to go for a ride. Long shook
his head and said he wouldn’t go. This
brought laughter in the court which was
quickly subdued by bailiffs. Long denied
any part in the conspiracy charges and declared he made a legitimate purchase from
Jefferson and offered checks to prove it.
The case closed after Frels was put back
on the stand and examined by both sides.
Judge

Cites

Law

In his charge Judge Atwell quoted passages from laws explaining they were United States laws and not Texas laws. He
pointed out that a conspiracy was a combination of two or more parties to do injury to another. He explained that proof
of a conspiracy does not have to be by
direct evidence but that it can be proved
by circumstantial evidence either of which
must be in preponderance. He left the
issue entirely to the jury, pointing out
the importance of their decision and
stressed
“damageswas mean
damages’’
and
that that
if conspiracy
established
the
amount should be large enough to cover it.

:: June 5, 1937.
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OIKIILA. CIITY
YOUR regular reporter, William Noble, is
still at the General Hospital recuperating from a recent automobile accident
which resulted in his right leg being
broken in two places and numerous cuts
and bruises over his body. He is expected
to be around again by August 1. Meanwhile, Dixon Kelley is the local scribbler.
The

Griffith Amusernent Co. has purchased the Royal and Folly theatres at
Pauls Valley. Okla. from L. E. Brewer who
has had these theatres for a number of
years.
Frank

Deal is doing some
modeling and repair work
Theatre at Wynnewood.

extensive reon his Deal

R. D. Shahary of the Griffith Amusement advertising department is being
traiisferred to one of the Texas units as
an assistant manager. Lou Stocker, shipper the last few years with Griffith, is
being shifted to Enid, Okla., to assist in
the management of the four Griffith
houses there. Bet Baird, who has been the
second shipper under Stocker, will be put
in charge of the circuit’s shipping department.
Kalman and Harry Weinberger, who
have been absent from Filmrow for a year,
returned recently with some tall tales from
California. Both have sold film for practically every company. Harry at one time
managed the local Fox film branch.
Pete Crown, who recently opened his
Crown Theatre m Bartlesville, Okla., reports excellent business.
Exhibitors reported on the Row this
week: Frank Deal, Wynnewood; Waite
Kerr, Davis; Cecil Davis, Yukon; Frank
Miller, Marlow; C. W. Guthrie, Clinton;
John Gray, Enid.
Bob

Adams of the Adams Film Exchanges, Inc. of Dallas, was in town for a
few days checking up on the local A. & M.
and Allied film exchanges, which are controlled by Jack K. Adams.
Tom Kelley, local booker for the A. &
M. and Allied film exchanges, made a trip
into the territory over the Memorial holiday, combining business with pleasure.
Jimmie Adajns of the Standard Theatres
here has just returned from a trip in the
northern part of the state and reports that
he went several miles around becauses of
flooded area.

GN WILL RELEASE 10
IN 10- WEEK PERIOD
New

York — Grand

National

this week

set national release dates on 10 features,
the schedule finishing up the 1936-37 program and carrying over into the 1937-38
season.
Titles and release dates are; “Bank
Alarm,” June 18; “Sweetheart of the
Navy,” June 25; “Riders of the Rockies,”
July 2; “The Shadow Strikes,” July 9;
“Boots of Destiny,” July 16; “Fugitives in
the Snow,” July 23; “Small Town Boy,”
July 30; “Mystery of the Hooded Horsemen,” August 6; “Love Takes Flight,” August
13, and “King of the Sierras,” August
20.
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PLAYWRIGHT DEFENDS
STAGE AGAINST FILMS
New

have

York — Declaring

as much

chance

that

the

films

of surviving the

legitimate theatre as “a celluloid cat chasing an asbestos cat thi'ough hell,” Maxwell
Anderson, playwright twice winner of the
Pulitzer prize, fired an excoriating broadside at Hollywood at a session of the American Theatre Council convention which
was concluded here Friday of last week.

LiinnniLiiE ikock
g F. BUSBY,
Little
is now
territorial distributor
for Rock,
Adcaster
service,
the
latest motion picture outdoor advertising
project. S. A. (Jack) Arnold and A. P.
Perdue are the salesmen.
B. F. Busby, Republic Pictures, Little
Rock, attended the Republic franchise
holders meeting in Los Angeles this week.

Anderson’s crack brought cheers and
laughter from a large audience. He added
that he had no respect for any man who

Dick Jones, Republic Pictures salesman.
Little Rock, has bought the Gem Theatre
at Sheridan. The house will be remodeled
throughout.

rated “the movies” above the legitimate
theatre, or even placed them on the same
level. He maintained the stage would outlast films in any endurance contest.
Arthur Kober, writer, who described

Mr. and Mrs. T. W. Sharp, Little Rock,
are managing the Alamo Theatre at Pine
Bluff, which has recently been taken over
by R. V. McGinnis of Hope.

himself as “a fugitive from a Hollywood
gold mine,” which he endured for seven
years, recommended that Broadway adopt
Hollywood's

methods and establish a talent-scouting system to reclaim lost writers
from the film colony.

Jimmy Pritchard, formerly of the Peerless Poster Co., Memphis, is now covering
the Arkansas territory as salesman for
Universal.
Carl Mock, United Artists salesman, Dallas, was in town Sunday.

COLEMAN SHIFTED TO
PHILLY NSS OFFICE
Atlanta— M. Coleman,

head

of the ship-

ping department of National Screen Service, has been promoted to the service department in the Philadelphia office.
Coleman has been with the local office
of the NSSCo for past five years, previous to which he was connected with the
Universal Film Co. in New York, in the
sales contract department under Morton
Van Praag. He was also at one time special representative in the South for Warner Bros.

CARRUTH SUCCEEDS
BRYAN IN MEMPHIS
Memphis — The

transfer

of Bill Bryan,

former assistant booker in the Vitagraph
offices here, to the same position in the
Atlanta offices, has caused a series of
step-ups for other members of the office
staff, Bryon Adams, manager, announced.
Anthony (Tony) Carruth, former availability clerk, takes Bryan’s place, and Jim
Baskin becomes availability clerk. The
new staff member is L. H. Davis, 1937
graduate of Mississippi State University.

OK Circuit Moves
Dallas — The

OK

Theatre

circuit, owned

by Oskar Korn, has moved its general offices from 1801 1/2 Commerce St. to 206 S.
Pearl, one block from the Row. Although
one of the smaller circuits in the state,
operating wholly in west Texas, the Korn
organization is known as one of the most
efficient in the business.

salesman

Jones,

Republic

ATLANTA
(Continued

from page 87)

60 per cent of his possibilities on the 193738 product.
Clarence Angler has been promoted to
head of the shipping department of National Screen Service, succeeding M. Coleman, transferred to Philadelphia.
A. C. Bromberg, president of Republic
Pictures in the southeast, left by plane to
attend the meeting of Republic franchise holders in Los Angeles.
tradebyscreening
of “Damaged
Goods”
wasA held
Grand National
for all county,
city and state health officials, and prominent local physicians on the Row this
week. The picture was heartily endorsed
by the physicians, as the finest film of
its kind ever witnessed on the screen.
They also reciuested another screening for
the 1,500 doctors who will attend the state
medical meeting June 3.
There was a scarcity of exhibitors on
the Row this week. Must have been the
hot weather. Among those present: Sam
and Abe Borisky, Chattanooga; Charles
Powell, Moultrie; Jack Townley, Jacksonville, Ala.; Mrs. Lucille Cobb, Fayette, Ala.;
R. E. Hook, Aliceville, Ala., and Fred Jablex, LaGrange, Ga.

Zook Replaces Avery

Sheridan Renovations
Memphis — Dick

Jack Arnold announces that he will handle the Braddock-Louis fight picture in
this state.

film

in the Little Rock territory, announced this week he is remodeling the
theatre at Sheridan, Ark., at an approximate cost of $1,000. The renovated house,
to open within the next two weeks, will
be called the Rex.

Memphis — Harvey

Zook

of

New

York

has succeeded Emmett Avery, former poster clerk at the M-G-M offices here who
resigned to take a sales position outside
the film industry at Roanoke, Va. Miss
Nina Teasley of Atlanta has been added to
the office staff as assistant contract clerk.
BOXOFFICE
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House

Appeal

is the re-

sult of a happy combination of many things —
things. In its appearance; inthe physical
comfort and convenience it provides; in the efficiency
and related refinement with which the modern theatre
modern

will

illustration

intimate

This

—

HISTORY
CASE
(one of several)

to

used

be

the

describe

of an old theatre’s
use of modern ma-

process and final results
regeneration, through the
terials.

to the public lie the reasons
House Appeal is definitely a box-

presents its programs
for its success.

office attraction for every moving picture theatre. It can be realized only through the use of
MODERN MATERIALS ... In this forthcoming (June 26th)
will find many
issue, readers of

Presenting
What

the

where

to find it . . . How

is being)

present

applied

innovations
that

What's

oiiords

it may

be

and
(and

for best results . . . Ideas,

. . .

inspire

procedure

market

articles

interest

and

in property

and

illustrations

define

practical

improvement

.

.

new in modem
equipment to enhance the public appeal of every size and

class of theatre

, . . and

nouncements of many
turers and suppliers
BOXOFFICE
atre owners

usual,

leading

of materials

exclusively
with

as

what

the an-

have

arranged

for you in —

manufacwho

to acquaint
they

.

practical and profitable suggestions. "Modern Materials" is the major editorial theme. An exhibition of
many things that contribute to House Appeal is being

use
the-

to offer.
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So boasted a man

who

ruled his world of shame

and avarice

by the sheer force of his dominating will — and who faced his
doom at the hands of the woman whose life he had made
unbearable.

A dramatic story unique in its compelling power!

“Tentlt

1;

is the wise showman who knows

that an action melodrama

without a dull moment
and

key for box-office profits —
that kind of a picture!
SOMERSET

MAUGHAM’S

famous

"The Tenth Man"

play

with JOHN
LODGE
ANTOINETTE CELLIER
Athole

Stewart

Clifford Evans

•

e

Aileen

Directed

Marson
by Brian

•

Iris Hoey

Desmond

An Allicmce
Production

is the

Hurst

is

PBOPMGTIOH

INDEX)

Out today
Make

sure you get your copy

from your Paramount

Exchangej

NOTICES

ON "DAY

AT THE RACES"

(By quick wire from San Diego preview!)
“It far surpasses previous Marx vehicles. The audience reaction far outshadowed ‘Night at the Opera.’ Continual uproar. Leaves you limp from
laughter.”-Mawnce Sai;age, SAN DIEGO EVENING TRIBUNE.
“Merry Marxes enthusiastically received. ‘Day at the Races’ is
funnier than ‘Night at the Opera.’ Elaborate musical numbers.
were amazed, then burst into spontaneous applause. It’s a riot.
comedy should make everybody happy.” —Willis Werner, SAN DIEGO

THESE

ARE

JUST

THE START!

FORWARD

a lot
Fans
This
SUN

MARX!
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Tell 'Em, Sell 'Em!
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weeks

ago

we

devoted

this

super-abundance
enthusiasm were

space to the forgotten or "in-between" pictures,
pointing out the wisdom of giving greater attention and effort to the merchandising potentialities

spread

in pictures so classed.

bigger attractions out of average

on

that article Ed

MPTOA,

In a letter commenting

Kuykendall,

president

of the

writes:

'newer stars' and timely pictures with lesser-known
it is their insurance for the future, because the
established
picture
and
a
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attraction

with

each
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of today.
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from

preference

this type

entertainment;

all

for they have

done

far too much

to the big ones or what

on

of enthusiasm — enthu-

siasm that inspires showmanship and salesmanship. Exhibitors who buy pictures months in
of their making;

circuit managers

have no voice in the buying
are told is coming
Especially

but screen

to them; all need

they are expected

what

knowledge

of

to sell to the public.

in this era when,

in many

instances

finished product purports to contain, is knowledge
of facts — SELLING

FACTS — essential.

big hits on

for weeks

afterwards

organ,

"For-

well,

at

the

same

time,

to pay

tention to the trade paper and magazine
pictures he is trying to plug.

close

at-

advertising

"It seems only logical that trade paper advertising on a picture, because it is condensed and concentrated on some effective selling angle, may prove
of valuable

assistance

to the showman

in putting

across

While
the picture."

the two

preceding

paragraphs

do

not specifically mention "in-between" pictures,
it stands to reason that the same logic applies
to them; perhaps

more

so.

If theatres could operate only on big pictures and close their doors and cut off overhead

which

distributors

obtain.

But those "in-between"

nights on which

are played "in-between" pictures are necessary
to keep up the picture-going habit that is the
foundation of this business. That foundation is

who
they

exhibitors buy numbers, not knowing what titles
those numbers later will bear and what else the

The

house

the rest of the time, a different situation would

This is a business

away

the Skouras Theatres
ward,” the following;

the

are thought to

be big ones.

the wares

value

"While not belittling press books which are ol
genuine service to the showman, the enterprising man-

slighting in trade advertising of the greater percentage of their releases, giving almost exclusive

advance

of the merchandising

specials."

of the blame,

TOLER

As an example

placed on trade advertising by exhibitors in line
with our own beliefs on the matter, we quote

ager will do

we

ones; to estab-

that

is this younger

Laxity in taking advantage of big opportunities in the smaller pictures is not solely an
exhibitor fault. Distributors come in for a share

Theatre Editor
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and the younger generation of patrons are demanding more and more the type of stars that represent

he finds one of the so-called “B" pictures coming along,
when, above all times, this is it for special efforts. As

V/M. G. FORMBY
Editor
A. L. FINESTONE
Associate Editor

Modern

stars

stars;
older

of regular releases, it would inspire exhibitors and managers to greater effort in making

lishing greater public interest in new personalities; to make profit dollars grow in many instances where none grew before.

"You will recall that I have been continually urging exhibitors to pay more attention to exploitation of the

PUBLISHED

of enthusiasm. If some of this
to be given over to a wider

blast

before release and several weeks

might do just as well with less of this

worth

strengthening. But exhibitors can't be expected to do the job alone. Selling will do it, of

course.

But inspired selling, enthusiastic

— of all pictures — will do it better.

selling

FIRST SCREEN SERIAL
FEATURE CASTI

■ COLUMBIA’S

NEW-STYLE

with the greatest serial cast
on record and the amazing

TIGER MAN
who
with

kills jungle brutes J
a deadly

spear!

WITH A

4>> ^

/

^mifig! Three more
ikerjack big-name
attractions!
No. 2

FRANKin theHAWKS
I(

~

~

"

^

■I*,.
-l-J

ADVENTURES of the
MYSTERIOUS PILOT
No. 3
Secret of

#. TREASURE
No. 4 ISLAND
The Great Adventures of
mi
LI, JILL jiQjjn

NEW YOBK MAJOR dRCOTTS LEAO
WIDENING SWING BACK TO GDIS
Chains Reinstating Cash
Plans After Month
Without Hypos
New

York — Believed

to indicate

an

in-

crease nationally in giveaway schemes,
chance games are due to return to New
York circuit theatres within two weeks.
Less than four months after Loew’s RKO
led the parade in eliminating cash promotions among circuits in the metropolitan
area, they are reviving the policy, with the
probable starting date June 18.
Screeno will be reinstated in 44 Loew’s
theatres, 35 RKO units, 20 Skouras houses
and 15 Century circuit theatres, with the
prospect that there will be additional “converts,” according to George West, Screeno’s
eastern distributor. Loew’s and RKO also
plan to start Bank Night in a number of
houses on June 22.
While Loew and RKO theatre officials
were reluctant to discuss the matter, Boxoffice

learned

that plans were

under

way

this week to put the chance promotion in
with cash prizes not to exceed $50 per
operation from one to three times a week,
night.
When Loew’s and RKO officially banned Screeno and Bank Night in all their
metropolitan theatres on February 24, C. C.
Moskowitz, Loew’s theatre executive, said
his organization had “the feeling that the
public is fed up with them.” He also said
Loew’s went into the idea “reluctantly.”
and “only after most other theatres in our
neighborhoods had started the practice.”

UNIVERSAL LOSS LESS
IN SECOND QUARTER
New

York — A

consolidated

net

loss of

$105,069 was reported by Universal Pictures Co., Inc., and subsidiary companies
for the second quarter of its fiscal year,
covering the 13 weeks to May 1, 1937. This
amount was after all charges, federal and
foreign income taxes, and provision of
$78,234 for depreciation of capital assets.
This compares with a net loss of $403,966 in the preceding quarter and a net
loss of $730,751 in the final quarter of the
fiscal year ended October 31, 1936, before
writeoffs of $293,369 on certain of the
company’s foreign interests.
In the corresponding quarter a year ago,
the net loss, before crediting a profit on
the sale of the entire capital stock of its
British subsidiary, was $404,752.

New

"Right
to Sue"
— The right of Sam

York

Katz,

former Paramoimt theatre executive, to
sue for damages in the termination of his
contract by the company was upheld this
week by the U. S. circuit court of appeals
in the first test of the modified state corporations law. Katz is demanding $265,498.

G

RKO to Announce 54
at Meet lune 16
New

York — A

schedule

Trade Bills in Seven

of 54 fea-

Still-Open Hoppers

tures is expected to he announced at
RKO's national sales convention
which gets under way Wednesday at
the Ambassador Hotel, Los Angeles,

New

METRO

in the final awards

of the Columbia Montague Sweepstakes
sales contest which started January 17 and
ended May 1 are announced by the home
office as follows:
J. J. Rogers, Memphis,
and Phil Dunas, Chicago, 15-week billing and collection drive; Harry
Weiner, Philadelphia, and Sam
Galanty, Washington, general performance; Sam
Moscow, southern division, divisional managers’ contest; C. Patterson, Charlotte, and G. S. Vojae, Cleveland, short
subject unit shipments contest; J. J. Rogers, Memphis, and Lester Zucker, Cleveland, branch managers’ four-week collection drive, and salesmen and
bookers of the New
Orleans and Pittsburgh exchanges in the four-week billing contest.

Vol. 31
No 3

state legisla-

Other states still considering new laws
are Illinois, New Hampshire and Wisconsin. Minnesota, Texas and New Jersey are
holding special sessions, although New
Jersey has recessed until June 28.

COLUMBIA ANNOUNCES
SWEEPSTAKE WINNERS
York — Leaders

the seven

Michigan leads in interest with a theatre “divorcement” measure, another regulating the construction of theatres, two
tax proposals, and a bill that would create
a censor board.

features and 18 of Walt Disney’s
product are to be released for the
first time through RKO.

New

York — Of

tures still in session this week, all were
concerned with bills affecting the motion
picture industry.

for five days. This is the same quantity as for the 1936-37 season, and
the planned complement of 202
shorts, including 104 issues of Pathe
News, also is identical with the current year’s. Details of two major additions will he announced at the convention hy sales executives. Condor
Productions, a new producing company organized hy Van Beuren-Hirliman-M. H. Hoffman interests, is
scheduled to contribute at least six

June 12
1937

WILL REMAKE

JEAN HARLOW'S
Hollywood

— M-G-M’s

LAST

“Saratoga,”

in

which Jean Harlow was working at the
time of her sudden and unexpected death
early this week, will be taken off the production schedule for an indefinite period
and the footage already shot will be discarded, Louis B. Mayer, production chief,
revealed this week.
A check of the company’s shooting schedule revealed that the film, under Jack

Conway’s direction, was nearing completion, having been in work for nearly six
weeks. It will be remade in its entirety,
with another contract player replacing the
blonde actress, whose sudden death by
uremic poisoning shocked Hollywood.
Director Conway had been shooting
around the star in scenes for “Saratoga”
since she was stricken early last week.
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STEFFES AWAITS NOD
FOR TRADE HUDDLES
Minneapolis — President

Northwest

W. A. Steffes of

Allied States will decide upon

the place and set the date for the proposed independent
exhibitors-producers’
peace conference
as soon
as acceptances
are received from the producers, he said
this week.
The invitations went out last week to
the producers to meet with the national
Allied States defense committee of which
he is chairman at a roundtable to settle
present differences regarding invasion,
producer-operation of theatres, chain theatre expansion, percentage pictures, zoning,
etc., in a friendly way.
BOXOFFICE

:: June

12, 1937.

^^Ah! .. . ^NEJF

FACES^^^

AH!.. . new faces . . . scores of them
RKO Radioes great new
show of new ideas!

NEW
OF
An

Eduard

Directed

FACES

19371'
Small

Production

by Leigh

Jason

A 3-ring circus of Summer
entertainment! . . . Nothing
like it ever before! . . . You
can’t describe

it! . . . Can’t

classify it! . . . It’s swell! . . . It’s
grand! . . . It’s goofy! . . . It’s
tuneful, gay — and gagged
with

laughs

piled wave

wave! . . . It’s a show

on

of excit-

ing surprises that starts off
on the run and speeds up as
it travels! . . . Get set for
something
with

these famous

entertainers

JOE PENNER
MILTON BERLE
PARKYAKARKUS
HARRIET HILLIARD
WILLIAM BRADY

i< ;< o

RADIO
PICTURFS

BIG!

Screen play by Nat Perrin ,
Phillip G. Epstein, Irving
S. Brecber

AND

JEROME
THELMA

100

NEW

COWAN
LEEDS

FACES!

Exhibitors Leave Film-Radio Problem
for Film Company Heads to Untangle
More Shrinkage Hits
Studio Strike Ranks
Hollywood — With

the

rapid

diminish-

ing of pickets from the studios after more
than a month’s vigilance, and the retreat
from the battlefront of Edward Fitzgerald,
U. S. labor conciliator, Hollywood’s film
labor walkout was considered at an end
early this week — to virtually everyone but
members of the striking Federated Motion
Picture Crafts.
Move

On

Independents

Although Joseph Clarke, painters’ international president, and George Browne,
leader of the International Alliance of
Theatrical Stage Employes, had come to a
peace agreement last week, FMPC leaders
overwhelmingly rejected the terms and
extended the walkout to all independent
production units, heretofore unmolested,
which refused to recognize FMPC demands.
Fitzgerald last week withdrew from the
scene after Clarke and other international
officers of the striking painters had reached an agreement with Browne and the producers under which painters and associated crafts were to return to their jobs
on a union shop basis. Soon thereafter a
second vote was taken by the FMPC which
resulted in a whole-hearted decision to
maintain the strike because, it was asserted, no written agreement had been drawn
up and because the FMPC’s major point
— inclusion of makeup men, hair stylists
and draftsmen in the painters’ local — had
been discarded. Clarke had agreed to relinquish jurisdiction over these crafts to
the lATSE.

BUSINESS STIMULATION
IN SHORT WORK WEEK
New

York

— The

proposed

35-hour

or

five-day working week now under serious
consideration by leading economists and
congressmen cannot but stimulate motion
picture attendance. This is the view of
some industry observers here who point
out that the hours given over to work
would be used in amusements and recreation, and film theatres would benefit.
In spite of the fact that the proposed
“short” week to be enacted by Congress
would not include all classes of labor or
office work, it would in time definitely reduce by example all working weeks, in the
opinion of some industry spokesmen.
And while minimum wages and maximum hours will increase the payroll overhead of industry generally, the motion picture industry should support such legislation from motives of “enlightened selfishness.”
BOXOFFICE
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MPTOA Committee Quits
Arena After Aid Pledge;
No Radio Parleys

NEWS BRIEFS

Bt/ a. l. finestone
New

York

—

Numerous

exhibitor

com-

Union Wins Reinstatement
for Detroit Univ. Shipper

plaints against alleged radio competition
and the use, or misuse, of film stars on
the air have stirred the Hollywood studios

Pressure by lATSE which brought the
reinstatement of Exchange Shipper Russell
Matthew's
is first repercussion since unionization.

to plan regulatory supervision of broadcasts making use of their talent rosters
and script material.
With such “control” already making itself felt and with more tangible results
expected in the fall, the film-radio problem
about which exhibitors have been vociferous for many months will be left in the lap

Stockholder Protection
Is Urged in Congress
SEC

member

asks help for stockholders

in distressed corporations
organization adventurers.”

against

“re-

of film company heads and studio executives to work out, Walter Vincent, chairman of the MPTOA radio committee, said
this week.
“Little

Committee

Can

Do”

Plans "Ecstasy" Fight
After Omaha Setback

That committee, given a mandate at the
MPTOA convention in Miami last March

Samuel Cummins will appeal to state
supreme court or force police court test
following invalidation of injunction against
authority ban on picture.

to seek a solution, considers its work completed for the time being, not because the
problem has been solved to the complainants’ satisfaction but because “there is

Star's Homebuilding
Draws Canadian

very little the committee
admitted to Boxoffice.

Fire

Montreal Trades and Labor Council notifies Buck Jones members will boycott
films because he erected his California
home without union labor.

Federal Film Activity
Under Senate Scrutiny
Seeks to discover exact cost of Resettlement Administration pictures; headed by
Senator Byrd of Virginia, the committee
may hold hearings next week.

New York Independent Unit
Charts Convention Score
“A simple problem in arithmetic;
MPTOA convention plus Allied convention
equals zero,” says ITOA
tional gatherings.

can do,” Vincent

Having

obtained the assurance of producer-distributor spokesmen that they recognize the “evils” complained of and are
seeking to overcome them, the committee
most likely will not hold another session
until September or October, Vincent added.
No Parley With Broadcasters
“All the companies are taking cognizance
of the situation and realize that certain
factors must be corrected,” he declared.
“And since the solution rests with them, I
admit there is very little the committee can
do. After all, radio is here to stay. The
film stars cannot be expected to cancel
their radio commitments and no one has
any intention of injuring the networks.
We do not intend to hold any conferences
with the radio interests. We will continue
to contact the producers-distributors for
an exchange of suggestions and viewpoints

bulletin, of na-

Music Tax Society Files
Nebraska Restrictive Test
Ascap seeks to enjoin state from enforcing new law seeking society’s ouster from
state; is the third suit of its kind, similar
action having been taken in Montana and
Washington.

Five Paramount Regionals
Follow Coast Convention
In San Francisco, June 14-15; Dallas,
June 15-16; Chicago, June 18-19; Cincinnati, June 18-19; Boston, June 21-22.

The committe may adopt certain recommendations, Vincent indicated, but only
with us.”
after further discussions and crystallization
of various proposals will such recommendations be offered for the industry’s adoption.
Moving

Quietly

The most likely prospect is that the
committee itself will take no action since
the studios are taking the necessary steps
to remove the odium that has been attached to the use of screen players and
script material on the air. This is being
done quietly and circumspectly in order
not to antagonize the stars.
M-G-M, 20th Century-Fox, Warner and
Paramount are leading the move for supervision which, it is said, will be evident in
programs to be inaugurated in the fall.
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TER

BAR
A COMPUTATION OF WHAT THE PICTURES DID IN
TTHEIR FIRST RUNS IN PRINCIPAL CENTERS AS COMPILED FROM THE WEEKLY REPORTS IN BOXOFFICE.

PERCENTAGES

As Good

as Married

Cafe Metropole

(Univ)

(20th-Fox)

Call It a Day

(WB)

Charlie Chan
(20th-Fox)

at the Olympics

Ecstasy
Family

Affair, A (M-G-M)
to Town

Earth, The (M-G-M)

Good

Old Soak, The (M-G-M)
Lies (Para)

Her Husbands'
(FN)

Secretary

History Is Made
Hit Parade,
I Promise

7

Night Key (Univ)

28

Night Must
Nobody's

The (Rep)

6

Outcasts

5

Parole Racket

Internes Can't Take
(Para)

(Para)

Let's Get Married (Col)
Lost Horizon (Col)
Man Who
(RKO)

Found

Romeo

9

Melody

Property

9

(M-G-M)

the Pauper

(FN)

9
32

6

Heaven

Shall We

13

(20th-Fox)

Dance

(RKO)

5
43

Silent Barriers (GB)

7

Song of the City (M-G-M)

14

Star Is Born, A (UA)

38

Step Lively, Jeeves (20th-Fox).... G

14

That Man's

Here Again

They Gave

Him

Thunder

5

a Gun

(FN)

in the City (Col)

Time Out for Romance
Fox)

5
18

Top of the Town

G
14

(20th9

(Univ)

Turn Off the Moon

Himself

8

(M-G-M)

10

(Para)

8

8

Woman

Maytime

(Col)

and Juliet (M-G-M)

Seventh

231/2

Marked

8

of Poker Flat (RKO).... 6

Prince and

7

Money

11

(Para)

.21

John Meade's Woman (Para).... 5
King and the Chorus Girl
(FN)
5
King of Gamblers

(FN)

15

(M-G-M)
for Two

(WB)

12

Mountain

Justice (FN)

12

Murder Goes
(Para)

Wake

7

Taxi (20th-Fox)

Hours

Leave

Waikiki Wedding

10

Midnight

Way

5

7

15

Up and Live (20th-Fox)....30
Out West

When

to College

(GN)

(Para)

(M-G-M)

Love Is Young
Man

14

(Univ)

G

(UA)

7

Woman

Chases

Woman

I Love, The (RKO)

21 City

City
CITIES FROM WHICH AVERAGES WERE COMPUTED: With comparative figures indicating the percentage
City
cent) achieved by individual cities as compiled from the first run records of each.
City
Boston
Charlotte
Chicago
Cincinnati
Cleveland
Dallas
Denver

90 100 110 125 140

23

(M-G-M)

of Her Own

Personal

9

13

(Col)

Baby

7

at Night (UA).. 6

to Pay

75

6

Fall (M-G-M)

No Man

(20th-Fox)..13

Good

Her Husband

PERCENTAGES

100 110 125 140

19

(Jewel)

Fifty Roads

75

NUMBER OF RUNS FOLLOWS INITIALS OF DISTRIBUTORS. PICTURES WITH LESS THAN 5 RUNS NOT LISTED. AVERAGE THEATRE GROSS FIGURED AT 100%.

Pet.
105
105
95
110
100
105
125

Kansas City
Los Angeles
Milwaukee
Minneapolis
New Haven

10

Pet.
90
90
110
110
110
115
85

New Orleans
New York
Oklahoma City
Omaha
Pittsburgh
Portland. Ma.
Portland, Ore.

Pet.
100
115
95
140
120
90
115

of average

business

Pet.
110
105

Providence
St. Louis
Salt Lake

City

San Francisco
Seattle
Washington,
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(100 per

105
95
115
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Between 50 and 60 for
Paramount Next Season
Los Angeles — An increase of approximately ten million dollars in the production budget for the coming year over last
year for 50 to 60 features was announced
Friday by Neil P. Agnew, Paramount vicepresident in charge of distribution, at the
company’s annual meeting of sales and
production executives in session here. The
reason for the expanded production budget,
Agnew pointed out, is Paramount’s plan
to produce more “big” pictures during the
coming year than ever before in the history of the company.
Diversified

Entertainment

The

shorts schedule for 1937-38 comprises 104 issues of the newsreel and 101
one-reelers, plus a special two-reel Popeye
cartoon in Technicolor.
“Million

Dollar”

Pictures

Heading the list of 22 “million dollar”
pictures are: “High, Wide and Handsome,” starring Irene Dunne with Randolph Scott, Dorothy Lamour, Akim Tamiroff, Raymond Walburn, Ben Blue and
Charles Bickford, directed by Rouben
Mamoulian; “Souls at Sea,” co-starring
Gary Cooper and George Raft, with Prances Dee, Henry Wilcoxon and Olympe
Bradna; “Artists and Models,” with Jack
Benny, Ida Lupino, Richard Arlen, Gail
Patrick, Judy Canova, Ben Blue, the Yacht
Club Boys, Andre Kostelanetz and his Orchestra and Louis Armstrong and his
Band; “Angel,” an Ernst Lubitsch production, starring Marlene Dietrich with Herbert Marshall, Melvyn Douglas and Edward Everett Horton; “Sapphire Sal,”
starring Mae West, an Emanuel Cohen production; “Ebb Tide,” produced in Technicolor, with Ray Milland, Frances Farmer,
Oscar Homolka, Lloyd Nolan; “Spawn of
the North,” cast to be announced later;
“Double or Nothing,” with Bing Crosby,
Martha Raye, Andy Devine and Mary Carlisle; “Argentine Love,” with George Raft,
Ida Lupino, Dorothy Lamour and a number of Argentine specialties; Carole Lom-

bard and Fred MacMurray in “True Confes ion,” a Wesley Ruggles production.
Musical

Olympe Bradna; “Chocolate Parade,” with
Louis Armstrong and his Band and a cast
cf popular sepia entertainers; “Buccaneer,”
a Cecil B. DeMille production starring
Fredric March, with Franciska Gaal, Akim
Tamiroff, Anthony Quinn, Olympe Bradna
and Larry Crabbe; “You and Me,” costarring Sylvia Sidney and George Raft,
to be directed by Fritz Lang, with a special musical score by Kurt Weil; “Bluebeard’s Eighth Wife,” an Ernst Lubitsch
production, starring Claudette Colbert;
“An Empire Is Born,” a Frank Lloyd production, cast to be announced later; “Big
Broadcast of 1938” with Jack Benny,
Gecrge Burns and Gracie Allen, Martha
Raye, Shirley Ross, Dorothy Lamour, Ben
Blue and Leif Erikson.
“Beau

BOXOFFICE

ADOLPH

ZIIKOU

Board
Ch’m’n and
Production Head

:: June 12, 1937.

Geste”

in

Color

“What Ho!” starring Gary Cooper, to be
produced by Emanuel Cohen; Beatrice Lillie and Bing Crosby, in an untitled production to be produced by Emanuel Cohen;
“Things Began to Happen,” starring W. C.
Fields; “Beau Geste,” to be produced in
Technicolor with an all-star cast headed
by George Raft, Oscar Homolka, Ray Milland, directed by Henry Hathaway; “Midnight,” starring Marlene Dietrich with
Georges Rigaud, sensational South American star; “Madame Butterfly,” co-starring
Gladys Swarthout and John Boles; “Professor Beware,” starring Harold Lloyd;
“The Vagabond King,” to be produced in
Technicolor by Frank Lloyd; “Paris Honeymoon,” with Bing Crosby, Franciska Gaal,
Akim Tamiroff and Ben Blue; “Booloo,”
now being produced with a native cast in
the Malay Peninsula; “This Way Please,”
with Charles “Buddy” Rogers, Mary Liv-

PARAMOUNT

BARNEY
BAEABAN
President of
Paramount

Productions

“College Swing,” with George Burns and
Gracie Allen, Martha Raye, Charles Butterworth, Eleanore Whitney, Ben Blue,
Johnny Downs, Rufe Davis, John Howard,
Robert Cummings, Marsha Hunt and

LINEUP

NEIL
F. AGNEW
yice-Pres. Chgr.
Distribution

McGee

ingstone, Ned Sparks, Shirley Ross, Fibber
and Molly and Romo Vincent.

“Her

Jungle Love,” with Dorothy Lamour and Ray Milland; “Bonanza,” with
Edward Arnold, George Bancroft and John
Trent, to be produced by B. P. Schulberg;
Rex Beach’s “The Barrier,” with Jimmy
Ellison, Jane Wyatt, Leo Carrillo, Beulah
Bondi and Robert Barrat; “Yesterday’s
Cheers,” with John Howard, Terry Walker,
Robert Cummings, John Patterson, Marsha
Hunt and Larry Crabbe; “Dance for the
Lady,” with Judy Canova, Leif Erikson,
Johnny Downs, Betty Grable, Marsha Hunt
and June Martel; “Good Night, Ladies,”
with Lynne Overman, Benny Baker, Eleancre Whitney, Johnny Downs and Terry
Walker; Anna May Wong and Akim Tamiroff in “Daughter of the Tong;” “Murder
Goes to Jail,” with Lynne Overman and
Roscoe Karns; “Summer Romance,” with
Ben Blue, Betty Grable, Leif Erikson,
Larry Crabbe, John Howard, the Yacht
Club Boys and Romo Vincent, to be produced by Fanchon; “Prison Farm,” with a
cast to be announced later; “On Such a
Night,” featuring Grant Richards, Karen
Morley, Milli Monti, Roscoe Karns and
Allan Mowbray.
Sophie

Lang

Series

A series of three pictures will feature
Gail Patrick as “Sophie Lang.” The first
of these will be “Sophie Lang in Hollywood.” Sax Rohmer’s famous Oriental
character, Fu Manchu, will be brought to
the screen with Akim Tamiroff playing the
title role; three productions based on the
adventures of “Bulldog Drummond,” with
Lee Bowman and Akim Tamiroff heading
the featured casts; six Hopalong Cassidy
westerns starring William Boyd, to be produced by Harry Sherman; two Zane Grey
westerns, the first of which

will be “Ari-

In zona
addition
Ames.” to the foregoing list of pictures, which are definitely scheduled for
production. Paramount plans to produce
and distribute later in the season the following pictures:
“Men With Wings,” a story of the history of aviation, by Cecil Lewis; “Rulers
of the Sea,” based on the history of the
great Cunard line; “The Light That Failed,” Rudyard Kipling’s famous story; “The
Life and Loves of Victor Herbert,” featuring some of his most famous compositions; “The Count of Luxembourg,”
Franz Lehar’s popular operetta; “Manana,”
musical romance of colorful Old Mexico.

OF EXECUTIVES

ROBT.
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Dir. Advertising:
and Publicity
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Mai] Blue Ribbon Award Goes to
"The Prince and the Pauper"

First National's screen version of Mark Twain's "The Prince and
the Pauper" won the acclaim of the National Screen Council in its
selection of that film as the BOXOFFICE Blue Ribbon winner for
May.

This Award is given each
month to the film receiving
the highest number of votes

Featuring Errol Flynn, Claude Rains, Henry Stephenson, Barton
MacLane and the Mauch Twins, the story deals with an urchin and
a prince who look alike and who meet by chance. At the same
time Prince Edward of the 15th Century is born to Henry VIII, Tom
Canty is born to a thief in the slum section of London. Ten years
later, Tom, seeking shelter in the palace during a rainstorm, meets
Prince Edward, and as a playful prank, they exchange clothes,
which mishap almost results in the beggar boy being crowned King
of England, A traitorous plotter in the court tries to capitalize on
the prank, and the rest of the story deals with Edward's
regain his lost throne.

by the members of the National Screen Council, whose
selection is governed by outstanding merit and suitability of the film to whole-family entertainment. Members
of the Council include over
200 motion picture editors of
leading newspapers throughout the country, motion picture reviewing committee of
the International Federation
of Catholic

Alumnae,

and

state motion picture chairmen of the General Federation of Women’s

Cast

of Characters

Miles Hendon

Errol Flynn

Earl of Hertford
Duke of Norfolk

Claude Rains

Henry

John Canty
Tom Canty
Prince Edward

Stephenson

Barton MacLane
Billy Mauch
Bobby Mauch

Captain of the Guard
Alan

First Lord
Second Lord
Third Lord

Hale

Eric Portman
Lionel Pape
Leonard Willey

Hugo
Archbishop

Murray Kinnell
Halliwell Hobbes

Director

William

Clubs.

Production
Keighley

Screenplay by
Laird Doyle
Dramatic Version by
Catherine

Story by
Photography

Chisholm

by

Barmaid
Clemens

Phyllis Barry
Ivan Simpson

Henry VIII
Montagu Love
Father Andrew
Fritz Leiber
Grandmother Canty
Elspeth

Mrs. Canty
Meaty Man

Helen

St. John
First Guard
Second Guard
Lord Warwick

Valkis

Lester Matthews
Robert Adair
Harry Cording
Robert Warwick

Staff
Film Editor
Art Director
Music by
Erich

Ralph Dawson
Robert Haas
Wolfgang

Twain

Music Director

A.S.C.

Gowns

Leo
Sol Polito,

Dudgeon

Mary Field
Forrester Harvey

Lady Jane Seymour

Cushing

Mark

efforts to

by

Korngold

F. Forbstein

Milo Anderson
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GOTHAM SET FOR GIVEAWAY FIGHT
Midtown Zoning Will
Face Conrt Contest
New

York — The

action

of the board

of

estimate in voting to establish a new restricted retail area in the center of Manhattan, which precludes the erection of
motion picture theatres in the disputed
territory, will have its aftermath in the
courts.
Zoning

Law

Precedes

Permit

Attorneys for Robert W. Goelet, a property owner with a site at 384 Park Ave. on
which a permit has been obtained for a
theatre, said they will seek to have their
client’s rights determined in court. The
law states that unless a substantial investment has been made toward the construction of a project the amended zoning law
takes precedence over a permit. Little
more than the foundation had been completed in the Goelet project.
The restricted district, which bars all
forms of theatres, cabarets and public
dance halls, embraces Madison Ave. from
23rd St. to 84th St., Fifth Ave. from 23rd
St. to East 59th St., and Park Ave. from
East 34th St. to East 58th St. Also 34th
St. between Park Ave. and Broadway, 57th
St. between Park Ave. and Broadway, and
the side streets between 26th and 57th Sts.,
from a point 100 feet west of Fifth Ave. to
100 feet east of Madison Ave.

SURPRISE WITNESSES
FEATURE RKO HEARING
New

York — Hearings

on

the

RKO

re-

organization plan will resume here June
16, following testimony this week before
Special Master Alger. Surprise witnesses
at the Thursday meeting were Si Fabian,
Brooklyn theatre operator, who testified
on his contingent claims against RKO, and
Elmer Pearson ,former Pathe official, as an
expert for the independent stockholders
committee opposing the plan.

Convention Score "0,"
Sums Up ITOA
New

York — After all the trade pa-

per columns and discussions devoted
to the recent national exhibitor conventions and their results, it remained for the Independent, organ of the
New York Independent Theatre
Owners’ Ass’n to sum up the situation, thus:
“A simple problem in arithmetic:
“MPTOA convention plus Allied
convention equals 0.
“P. S. — When will the independent
exhibitors of America realize they
have just as much right to stay in
business as producers, distributors
and affiliated theatres?”

Compromise Chance
on Citg Tax Slim
New

York — Distribution

companies

will

be given no special privileges in their effort
to seek a compromise with the city comptroller’s office in the payment of interest
and penalties in connection with the two
per cent sales tax, it was learned this week.
With expiration of the period allowed for
further contesting the New York court of
appeals decision which found rentals subject to the tax, it is understood that counsel for the distributors are attempting to
lower the interest and penalties through
conferences with the comptroller.
“The distributors’ chances for getting
relief are very slim,” a reliable city source
informed Boxoffice. “There is no reason
why they should be classified any differently from others who pay the tax. There
is no basis for a compromise,” he asserted.

Relief Tax Extended
New

York-— New

York

City’s emergency

unemployment relief tax program has been
formally extended to June 30, 1938, by the
Board of Estimate.

EASTERN EDITION Is One of the Seven Sectional Editions in Which BOXOFFICE Is Published Weekly. The
Other Six Editions Are: NEW ENGLAND, MIDEAST, CENTRAL, MIDWEST, WESTERN, SOUTHERN.

Stubborn Battle Between
Majors & Independents
in the Cards
New

York

— The

rebirth

of

audience

games at metropolitan theatres of the
Loew and RKO circuits is seen as precipitating a long and stubborn battle between
the majors and independents, with the
smaller exhibitors intimating they have
no intention of standing by without retaliatory measures.
Their sentiment is that “the chance
games belong” to the independents to compensate for various “unfair” trade practices and the absence of a differential in
price between themselves, and the major
competitors make the stunts a vital adjunct
to their business.
At Skouras it was said the circuit would
stay aloof from games “as long as possible,”
but where “Loew’s and RKO crowd us,
we’ll have to protect ourselves.”
Hopes

for

“Bellyfull”

RKO officials denied the simultaneous
return of the games at their houses and
Loew theatres constituted an agreement to
stifle the independents. Nate Blumberg,
head of theatre operations, told Boxoffice:
“We have no agreements to start or stop
the games the
withminute
anybody.
As farget asready
I’m
concerned,
all of them
to throw them out, I’m for it. I think the
whole thing is silly, but there’s only one
thing to do and that is to protect ourselves.
I have hopes that everybody will get their
belly full and throw them in the ash can.”

Ban "Legal" Ballyhoo
New

York — Theatre

operators

who

use

facsimiles of legal forms for ballyhoo purposes will lose thir effective exploitation
aid after September 1. A new state law
specifically prohibits the printing of any
piece of advertising which imitates a summons, complaint or court process.

GB Outlet Continues
New

York — Twentieth

Century-Fox

will

continue the physical distribution of GB
product in this country, S. R. Kent, 20thFox president indicated here this week.

ALFRED L. FINESTONE, Eastern Editor, 551 Fifth Ave.,
New York, N. Y., Phone Vanderbilt 3-7138. PRESCOTT
DENNETT, Bond Bldg., Washington, D. C., V. W. MORROW. 73 W. Eagle St.. Buffalo. N. Y.

Newspapers Segregating
Film-Radio Advertising

New York — With many of the newspaper publishers of the country admitting
that it is unfair to place radio program
schedules on the motion picture pages of
newspapers, much progress has been made
in recent months toward ridding amusement pages of the competitive radio publicity.
A checkup through the office of Oscar
A. Doob, advertising director for Loew’s
theatre circuit, develops the fact that many
outstanding dailies have fallen in line and
no longer run radio programs and other
radio publicity on the same page with film
reviews and news.
Now THE Exception
Papers that combine radio and film news
on one page are now the exception, probably not more than one or two out of every
100 papers, according to Doob.
"In

nearly all cases where the newspapers place radio and 'movie’ news in
adjoining columns, the practice is purely
the result of thoughtlessness on the part of
the paper,” Doob said. "As soon as the film
theatre presents its side of the question,
the newspaper publisher almost always
changes

the

makeup

of the

motion

pic-

ture page.”

Ad Agency Helpful
Donahue & Coe, New York

advertising

agency specializing in national advertising for film companies, handling M-G-M
and United Artists pictures nationally, has
been very active and highly successful in

arch

competitor, others are embracing the ether medium as an ally in
exploiting their attractions.
A good example is that of R. E.

for the

sta-

for Talent”

contrast

Is

radio programs.”
Enough Competition Already
There is enough competition as it is, it

He

points

out

to publishers

the importance

to

continue,

the

advertisers

(producers

and

distributors) must get results. By placing
radio program schedules alongside film ads,
he

points

out, the

value of the
cult for them

publisher

is reducing

film ads and making
to show results.

the

it diffi-

With radio regarded as the most serious
competitor to film theatres, radio schedules on the motion picture page, says
Churchill, are equivalent to putting a headline on the page reading: “Don’t go to
see these movies, which the producer is
advertising in nice big space. Instead, why
not stay home and listen to the radio?”
The reader might have turned to the
amusement page to find a picture he wants
to see — but on the same page he is confronted with the radio programs and
“plugs.”
In other
that

words,

points

out

Churchill,

is as much as to say, “Don’t inconvenience yourself by getting out of your
armchair, by going out and spending your
money tonight. Stay home, light your pipe.

14

the

seems

to Churchill, what with the competition among the film advertisers for the
entertainment dollar, and in turn their
competition with a dozen other amusements, all of which builds space for the
newspapers. Any one important theatre in
town uses more space week in and week
out than all radio advertisers combined,
he indicated.
Writing a publisher, Churchill said: “I
realize perfectly well that a substantial
part of your circulation is interested in
radio news

and

radio programs.

list-

D.

Keenan,

advertising

director

Star, is another

who

of
ad-

York — The

administration

forces

Ass’n, led by Frank Gillwon decisively over the

Osgood Perkins, first vice-president; Florence Reed, Arthur Byron and Peggy Wood,

cent success. He uses the position of national film ads as the reason for bringing
up the radio matter.
of national film linage as it has been developed by M-G-M and UA through Donahue <S
Coe. He emphasizes that for this big space

radio program

councilors at the organization’s 24th annual meeting held here. Gillmore, who
has headed Equity since 1928, is president
for another three years and the following
also retain their places for a like period;

sit Born.”
back comfortably

to

from

independents and the Progressive Committee, opposition tickets in the field, by
electing a complete slate of officers and

correcting the "radio vs. movie” evil.
Ed Churchill, head of Donahue & Coe,
has personally handled the contacts with
papers and has a record of close to 100 per

listen

kept away

New

on the station’s talent list for future
broadcasts and all participants re-

and

Churchill: “We think you are right in your
belief that the advertising of moving picture productions will prove more effective

in Actors’ Equity
more, president,

be-

Star

who

F. GILLMORE AGAIN
HEADS EQUITY ASSN.

tween the picture’s cast and the
amateurs of the previous night. The
three outstanding contestants were
selected by the judges to be placed

ceived guest tickets for “A

executives

vocates keeping radio apart from “movies.”
others, the Louisville Courier-Journal-Times, Wilmington (Del.) News-Journal, Minneapolis Journal and the Houston
Press once used radio material on their
film pages but changed their makeup
when the film advertisers pointed the
situation out to them.

the theatre to be eligible for interviews, and after several auditions the
finalists read from the production
script over the air the day before the
opening. The following night the
electrical transcription of the picture
broadcast

newspaper

Among

Contestants were required to present registration cards obtained at

was

the

expressed, in writing, complete agreement with the divorcing of radio and film
news is J. W. Dove, assistant business
manager of the Baltimore Sun. He wrote

W.

tion on “A Star Is Born.” The station gave morning and evening plugs
to the picture for six days before
a “Search

Among
have

the Indianapolis

Russell, manager of Poll’s in New
Haven, who arranged a gratis radio

with

such makeup policy.”
Other Executives in Accord

ings or advertisements of radio programs.”
C. M. Snyder, advertising director of the
Atlanta (Ga.) Constitution, together with
the managing editor of the paper, acted
quickly to separate radio and film news
once the matter was called to their attention.

New Haven, .Conn. — While some
exhibitors are assailhig radio as an

opening
contest.

by any

when

New Haven Showman
Makes Radio Ally

tieup with the local broadcasting

apparently deliberately try to create competition for their amusement advertisers

Neverthe-

less, radio is admittedly a competitive medium to newspaper advertising and it certainly is a competitive medium to amusements. It seems to me that you can well
satisfy your circulation by following the
policy of 99 out of every 100 newspapers
in the United States by putting your program listings and your radio advertising
on pages other than the amusement page.
“If the policy which you have apparently adopted in this particular makeup were
usual with newspapers, we would not have
the temerity to question it, but I don’t
suppose there are a dozen papers of any
consequence in the United States which

second, third and fourth vice-presidents,
respectively; Paul Dulzell, treasurer, and
Leo Curley, recording secretary.
Members of the council, elected for a full
term of five years, were: Glenn Anders,
Franklyn Fox, William Gaxton, Walter N.
Greaza, Louis Jean Heydt, Benjamin F.
Lachland, Burgess Meredith, Claudia Morgan, Edith Van Cleve and Richard Whorf.

Denies RKO

Bid for

Springer Chain
New

York — A flat denial that RKO,

in conjunction with Skouras Theatres, “or any other” circuit was negotiating for a
group of upper
Broadway houses of the chain operated by the Jack W. Springer estate was made here this week by
John E. Connelly, counsel for the
Springer estate.
“My hunch is that these rumors
are being inspired by certain persons for the purpose of holding off
a real buyer,” Connelly said in answer to reports that a deal was on
for the group of seven houses. Connelly admitted the theatres were on
the market but said no one
tered a formal bid.
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NO one is better qualified to speak of the
late Jean Harlow than Charlie Washburn, press agent for George Abbott, the
theatrical producer. It was a hot day in
August when Washburn’s chief headache
was a scheme for attracting attention to
“Hell’s Angels,” Jean’s first picture, for
which he was press agent.

Merchants Cracking Down
on Penn Chain Store Levg
Philadelphia — No

A party was thrown at the Hotel Astor
to which the metropolitan press’ film and
drama critics were invited. Charlie thinks
that it was at this party that the “platinum
blonde” tag became rooted. And, ironically,
not so much over the color of the hair, but
over whether it was real or dyed. The
women critics, not having seen such a
startling shade of hair before, were mainly
interested in its authenticity. And with
this angle in mind, Washburn contacted a
hairdressers’ convention and between them
cooked up a stunt whereby the coiffure
experts offered $10,000 to any chemist who
could invent a dye to match the Harlow
blonde.
Washburn tells Boxoffice that until
shortly before her death he and his boss,
George Abbott, had been formulating plans
for Jean to star in a Broadway show this
fall. After she wrote that she didn’t think
the studio would give her the time off, the
plans were shelved.
Loew officials screened “A Day at the
Races” Tuesday. The next day it was unofficially reported that Mayor La Guardia
had been asked to proclaim “Maniac Week”
for the benefit of exhibitors whose condition after viewing the film might give rise
to domestic rifts. Speaking confidentially,
Oscar Doob said: “A half dozen once-dignified executives broke down and danced
out of the projection room after it was
over. Sam Eckman, fresh from London,
roared. Sam Meinhold, the laughless comedy expert, proclaimed it the best Marx
picture to date. This is such a wild, woozy,
dizzy film that ushers, cashiers and doormen will have to stuff their ears with
cotton.” So it must

be SOME

picture!

With Paramount News; The arrival this
week from Europe of J. P. Morgan resembled anything but a typical Morgan reception. In answer to inquiries for permission
to photograph him, the noted financier
replied: “Okay, if the Paramount man is
here.” All of which gave the Zukor boys
an exclusive — but for a few moments only,
because they turned the footage over to
their stunned competitors without Morgan’s knowledge . . . The distinguished
flying cross, awarded by the U. S. government in recognition of outstanding feats
of aviation, was presented to Carl C. Petersen, a radio technician and cameraman for
Paramount News, at naval district headquarters Wednesday.

“Doc” Dolinski celebrated his promotion
to manager of Loew’s Coney Island theatre
by becoming the father of a boy . . . Loew
promotions: Assistant Manager Leffler of
the Premier transferred to the Hillside,
replacing Bert Tucker, resigned. S. Balkin,
assistant chief usher at the Mayfair, has
been made second assistant of the Apollo
(Continued on next page)
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Pennsylvania Circuits
Await Tax Test
New

York — While

watching

with

great interest the court action taken
by chain store interests to invalidate
the recently enacted Pennsylvania
tax on chain stores, the theatre circuits plan no such action. It is pointed out that the large mercantile
chains affected are well equipped to
prosecute necessary litigation.
The tax may cost circuits in the
state as much as $100,000 a year, according to one estimate. It is estimated that Warner, with approximately 150 theatres in Pennsylvania,
will pay about $25,000 to $30,000, and
the Comerford circuit about $16,000
a year. Wilmer and Vincent has 18
theatres in the state and there are
some smaller mdependent circuits.
The chief danger is not the payment of the tax itself, according to
industry viewpoint here, but that the
law establishes the principle of a
theatre tax, and that the present levy
may be raised or extended to other
types of theatre operation at the will
of the legislature in seeking sources
of revenue.

DEGREE CONFERRED
ON W. G. VAN SCHMUS
New

York — The

motion

picture

indus-

try indirectly was commended for its advance in recent years when Washington
and Jefferson College
last Saturday conferred an honorary
degree of Doctor of
Humanities on W. G.
Van
here.

Schmus,

on the college campus at Washington,
Pa., celebrating the W. G. Van Schmus
136th commencement of the distinguished school.
The citation declared the degree awarded Van Schmus was for “his accomplishments in the cultural world and his leadership in the art of fine entertainment.”

Hyman

Robins Dead

York — Hyman

Philadelphia

Taxes

Expected

and

are expected to pass with no difficulty. The levies have been given the
approval of the theatre interests here, with
the stipulation that other “nuisance taxes”
would not be enacted.
The measures, which probably will be
given approval by the council, are:
1. A one-cent tax on each 25-cent admission to replace the admission tax to be
dropped by the state on July 21. Children
under 14 and blind persons are exempted.
2. A tax on marquees.
3. A ten per cent gross tax on receipts
from billboards.
4. A tax on vending machines.
The much-fought film footage tax will
be dropped, council leaders promised.

KFANZ

Washington — Charles

The degree was conferred at a ceremony

Robins,

29, for three

years manager of the City Hall Theatre
here, died Thursday after a four-day illness. The funeral was held Friday in
Brooklyn.

Governor

Meanwhile, the city council is expected
to pass four municipal tax measures which
vitally affect the film industry here next
Thursday. The measures have received the
unanimous O. K. of the finance committee

TO

IMPERIAL

aging director of Radio City Music Hall

New

had

grocery chain’s lead of closing units in
which, they said, a loss would be entailed
if the tax was paid.

CHARLES

man-

sooner

Earle put his signature to the much-debated chain store tax bill than attacks
were launched on several fronts.
The bill, which placed a graduated levy
on chain theatres as well as stores, was
passed in the legislature after a stiff fight
and was signed by the governor last Saturday night.
Two Suits Already Filed
The American Store Co., a grocery chain,
immediately entered suit in the Dauphin
county courts on the contention that the
tax was unconstitutional. They were immediately followed by the A. and P. Tea
Co.
None of the theatre chains followed the

Kranz,

BOARD
now

holder

of the local franchise for distribution of
Imperial Pictures, has been appointed a
member of the board for the New York
parent company. Imperial Pictures Inc.
Announcement was made simultaneously
of the signing of a five-year lease for office quarters at 924 New Jersey Ave., this
to take effect when the present tenants,
Columbia Picture Corp., vacates, possibly
the first part of November.

Woolams

in Univ. Post

New York — Leonard A. Woolams of San
Francisco, formerly vice-president of Fox
Film Corp. and former New York banker
and corporation director, has been appointed assistant to J. Cheever Cowdin, chairman of the board of Universal. He took
up his new duties at the home office here
this week. At one time he was in charge
of Fox Film finance on the west coast.
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Government Turns Eyes
on Own Film Activities
Washington — The

motion

picture

busi-

ness suddenly flared into the government
reorganization plan being studied here this
week, as Senator Harry Flood Byrd revealed that an investigation is just beginning
of the government’s entrance in the motion
picture producing field.
“Just

Speaking

Getting

Started”

chiefly of the Resettlement

Administration’s motion picture productions, Senator Byrd said the investigation
was “just getting started.” “We shall, of
course, investigate all bureaus if it is necessary,” he said in a special interview, “but
up to the present time we are just getting started on this particular phase of the
investigation.”
Byrd expects action, in the form of hearings, at which RA officials will be asked to
testify, within the next two weeks.
Meanwhile, the Brookings Institution
warned that placing all independent agencies of the federal government under administrative departments might give the
President enough power to seriously
threaten the balance of government now
existing.
Committee representatives are still studying the Brookings report to the committee,
along with facts and figures of approximate costs of RA’s production of the nowfamous “Plow That Broke the Plains.”
Welcome

current production, still uncompleted, is a story of soil erosion and flood

damages,
River.”

temporarily

dubbed

“Ol’ Man

PARAMOUNTEERS AT
COAST CONVENTION
Los Angeles — With the more than 100
sales representatives of Paramount attending the company’s convention held
here for four days starting June 10. were
delegates from the eastern exchange centers of New York, Brooklyn, Jersey City,
Albany, Buffalo, Philadelphia and Washington, as well as from six Canadian exchanges.
They included M. S. Kusell, New York
district manager; M. Sattler, branch manager; and I. Lesser, salesman, of New
York; also Branch Manager H. Randel of
Brooklyn; E. H. Bell, branch manager, Jersey City; C. G. Eastman, branch manager,
Albany; K. G. Robinson, branch manager,
Buffalo.
From Philadelphia came P. A. Bloch, E.
W. Sweigert and U. F. Smith, district,
branch and sales managers respectively;
J. E. Fontaine, branch manager, and H.
(Continued on page 20)
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Washington

—

Annie

Oakleys

to

Washington’s finest became suspicious bribery tickets this week during the police board trial of Policeman Welford Winfield of Washington.
Charges that the theatre tickets
represented “persuasions” on the part
of the theatres to induce traffic officers to fix tickets for motion picture officials, and do them other
slightly illegal favors, were indignantly denied, however, by Harry E.
Lohmeyer, district manager of Warner theatres in Washington.
Policeman Winfield also denied the
exchange of traffic and theatre tickets was a quid pro quo transaction,
as Lohmeyer backed him up by explaining that about 200 passes were
distributed weekly to police officers,
including the chief of Washington
police, as a matter of courtesy to the
department.

Investigation

The Resettlement Administration, at the
same time, through spokesmen, let it be
known that they will welcome any investigation the Byrd committee cares to make
They will prove that their motion picture
productions are both economical and successful, the spokesmen said.
RA’s

Passes to Police
Assailed

^LARENCE Macdonald, owner of two
theatres in Columbus, Ohio, motored
to Richmond last week, with his family, to
visit his brother-in-law, Walter Coulter.
While here, Clarence and Walter’s families
have been touring quite a bit of Virginia,
spending the last weekend at Virginia
Beach.
A very small crowd greeted Mrs. Martin
Johnson on her personal appearance at the
Mosque with her picture last Monday . . .
Frank Ponton announced the closing of the
Carillon on Sundays until September . . .
Edith Lindeman, Times Dispatch film editor, trying to promote a trip to Hollywood
. . . Loew’s and Lee bowling teams met last
Monday to roll off that tie for second
place in the theatrical league and Lee won
by 46 pins.
Local exhibitors are all making plans for
attending the midyear convention of the
MPTO of Virginia, to be held at the Cavalier Hotel, Virginia Beach, June 13 and 14.
Sidney Gates of Portsmouth is general
chairman. The woman’s entertainment
committee is headed by Mrs. Graham Barbee, wife of the southern district manager
for Abe Lichtman.
Charlie Hulbert returned from the Wilmer and Vincent conclave in Reading all
smiles over that fat check he deceived for
increased business at the Lee. Al Nowitsky
(Continued on next page)

BROADWAY
(Continued

from preceding page)

roof. Assistant A. Kaplan of the Palace
transferred to the Premier.
Walter Vincent of the Wilmer & Vincent
circuit was among those who attended the
55th anniversary party of the Actors Fund
at its Englewood, N. J., home for retired
actors and actresses Sunday . . . Edward
Goldstein, eastern distributor for Bank
Night, leaves New York Friday to attend
his company’s annual convention at Colorado Springs June 25-26.
Jack Diamond will become associated
with Monte Proser and Dorothy Kay June
15 . . . Joe Rivkin, talent scout for Columbia, stuck his scouting orbs into Wanamaker’s Wednesday for the purpose of lifting some potential screen material from
the models and spectators at a fashion
show . . . When Irene Rich makes her next
Broadway appearance she will do so under
the management of Jules J. Leventhal . . .
An uptown theatre boasts of its new refrigeration plant as follows: “Every seat a
cool retreat.”
Friedrich Feher, producer of “The Robber Symphony,” has gone to Hollywood to
begin work on the new version of “The
Cabinet of Dr. Caligari,” which he directed
and starred in 16 years ago. . . Rollo Peters, who a dozen years ago played Romeo
opposite Jane Cowl and since has co-starred with Katharine Cornell, Ann Harding
and others on Broadway, has turned his
attention from the theatre to the development of a dwelling project on his 300-acre
estate at New City, N. Y.
Phillips Holmes has closed negotiations
to direct and star in an Italian-made film
following the completion of two he will do
for British International . . . Henry Fonda
returns to the Broadway stage under the
aegis of Arthur Hopkins. He starts rehearsals August 15 for the lead in “Blow Ye
Winds” . . . Top salary for a Hollywood
scenarist is supposed to be going to Ben
Hecht — $6,000 per week.
Harry Brandt would be playing croquet
with C. C. Moskowitz, Sam D. Cocalis
would be sharing some Greek salad with
Walter Reade, and Al Steffes would be
rowing Ed Kuykendall around the lake if
the Independent Theatre Owners Assn, had
its way. The ITOA has set July 21 for an
“all-industry” outing at Bear Mountain.
There will be a specially chartered boat for
the sail up the Hudson, luncheon, games,
prizes, and, if all goes well, a return sail
downstream. What a natural setting for
a conciliation board to try its wings.
All the talk about who will play Rhett
Butler to the contrary, it would appear
that David O. Selznick made a serious mistake when he paid a small fortune for the
screen rights to “Gone With the Wind.”
The Pulitzer Prize winner and best seller
was summarily rejected by nearly 500 delegates to the American Writers Congress
who met here to pick the best book of the
year. The vote on “Wind” was 499 to 1.
But all is explained by the fact that these
particular writers are the literati.
John C. Paine, general manager of Ascap,
is on the high seas en route to Paris, where
(Continued on page 20)
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Pickets Picketing Pickets
in Phillg Labor Tangle
Philadelphia

Philadelphia Publishers
Drop Gift Clues
Philadelphia

“Mayor” Jack Spero, left, head of New
York City’s locality mayors, installing
Ed Siegal, manager of Laurence Bolognino’s Consolidated Amusements’
Jerome Theatre, as “mayor” of West
Bronx. Siegal is the first showman to
hold this mythical office. Public officials and friends attended the ceremonies which took place on the stage
of the theatre.

SPORT CONTEST GAME
DRAWING JUVENILES
New

York — Some 200 New York neighborhood theatre owners are singing the
praises of hi-li, a new paddle game that
is turning the heads of juveniles on the
same scale that chain letters softened the
mental faculties of their elders not very
long ago.
Every afternoon after school hours sees
groups of from 500 to 100 kids, ranging
in age from four to 15, storming the theatres of the Century, Skouras, Interboro,
Springer-Cocalis, Rugoff & Becker and
smaller circuits, according to the hi-li promoters. Their presence means that admission tickets are being bought.

RICHMOND
(Continued

from preceding page)

and N. E. Manwaring
check.

also received a bonus

Charlie Somma and Walter Coulter have
given a contract to H. C. Phillips of the
Phillips Neon Sign Co., Baltimore, for a
new marquee on the Byrd Theatre . . . The
Grand is the latest theatre to install RCA
sound. Prospero Arcaro, manager of the
Star, has also installed RCA amplifiers.
Dan

Anderson and “Jot” Sickinger represented the local lATSE at the recent
Virginia Federation of Labor convention in
Lynchburg.
Elizabeth Copeland, News-Leader film
editor, is planning on a flying trip to Hollywood this summer.
Mike Segal, fight film man who cleaned
up on the Louis- Schmeling pictures, was
in town last week to say that he will have
a couple of good fight pictures this summer.
Mrs. William S. Wilder, wife of the president of the Virginia MPTO, is driving to
California to visit relatives.
BOXOFFICE
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Clue

words

and

phrases were eliminated Tuesday
from theatre newspaper advertising
after local publishers were warned by
the postoffice department to drop
“subterfuge” references to Bank
Night and other cash awards.
Coming after the newspapers had
permitted such expressions as “Tonight’s the Night,” “Play
ToNight,” etc., the warning threatened
the publications with loss of secondclass mailing permits unless the references were dropped. The postoffice department charged the expressions were designed to circumvent an order against “lottery” mention issued some time ago, and contended that the public generally understood the phrases.

between the
tion picture
Philadelphia
erators a bit

New

York — The

seasonal

summer

slump

is taking its toll early this year, with five
closings announced this week.
Two of the houses are part of the Brandt
circuit. They are the Marvin and Imperial, both in Brooklyn, the latter on Irving Ave. Moe Goldman’s Roosevelt, Houston St., Manhattan, is dark, as are the
Jackson, Westchester Ave., Bronx, operated by Harry Harris, and the Rivoli, West
New York, N. J.
Trans-Lux

House

An estimated cost of $175,000 has been
put on the theatre that Trans-Lux will
build at Madison Ave. and 85th St., Manhattan. Thomas W. Lamb is the architect.
The building occupied by the Waldorf
Theatre, which Harry Brandt operates on
West 50th St., has been purchased by the
Fiftieth Street Associates, Inc., headed by
Louis Kramer. The seller was the Greenwich Savings Bank, which took over the
property on foreclosure sale last December
in satisfying a mortgage judgment for
$410,292, with about $6,000 additional due
on taxes. Brandt’s lease is not affected.
Newsreel

Chain

Reported

Unconfirmed reports are that a large
building formerly occupied by a restaurant
on West 57th St., Manhattan, is to be converted into an intimate type foreign picture theatre, and that the Concourse,
Bronx newsreel house, has been sold to the
Courtland Smith-Jack Connolly combine

The

unionization

fight

Double

Line

at Lorraine

Another case of “pickets picketing pickets” occurred on Sunday when a double
line of pickets paraded outside the Lorraine Theatre.
One group — aligned with the CIO — carried signs reading, “This theatre pays scab
wages.” The AFL pickets, however, carried signs saying; “This theatre is fair to
organized labor,” as it employed two lATSE
projectionists. The CIO outfit claimed it
had organized the ushers into their ranks.
A similar case of dual picketing occurred
last week in front of the Landsdowne Theatre, in which case the CIO called the
house “fair,” while the AFL unit labeled
it “unfair.”
Two Groups Merge

Meanwhile the merger between the Keystone State Moving Picture Operators’
Union and the lATSE, predicted by Boxoffice

Five Houses Close
as Summer Nears

—

AFL and the CIO in the mofield is growing hotter in the
area and is leaving the opbewildered.

last week,

was

consummated.

The two unions combined forces at a
meeting late last week to combat the encroachment of the CIO on their field. Both
factions claim unionization priority.
The lATSE announced the formation of
a union in Camden and obtained charters
last week. The unions will be known as
Film Theatre Employes Locals No. B-lOO
and B-101. More than 400 members in
the two unions are claimed by lATSE officials.
New

Handbill

Union

Meanwhile, another union entered the
film field when the Distributors Union,
Local No. 1, sent postcards to all film
houses warning that their members be
given the sole right to distribute handbills.

VOGEL ANNOUNCES
MANAGERIAL CHANGES
New

York — The

following

changes

in

Loew’s

managerial personnel were announced this week by Joseph R. Vogel, in
charge of out of town theatre operations :
Herbert Campbell has been made assistant at the Columbia, Washington, D. C,;
Boyd Sparrow named assistant at the Capitol, also Washington: Bob Etchberger, assistant at the State, Syracuse, N. Y,,
transferred to the Parkway, Baltimore,
changing places with Morris Druker.
as the first unit in a proposed national
newsreel circuit. Smith told Boxoffice his
plans would not be definite until fall.
Morris Dimirsky has been made manager
of the Daly in the Bronx, and is presently
supervising complete renovation of the Moe
Rosenberg theatre. Charles H. Strakosch
is assistant manager.
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Theatre Swindlers
Convicted in N. Y.

BERNARD G. KRANZE
HEADS RKO, ALBANY
New

York — Bernard

New

York — After a four-month investigation by attorneys for Bank Night and
the New York City police department three
men who defrauded metropolitan theatre
owners of cash prizes running as high as
$1,000 are serving sentences of three
months each in the Union County <N. J.)
jail, in addition to fines of $100 each.
Caught

at Elizabeth,

A girl accomplice
prehended,

has

not

by

yet been

A long trail of sleight-of-hand

ap-

Kranze,

sales-

Jules

Levy,

the

company’s general
sales manager.
Kranze, who succeeds C. R. Halligan,
resigned, has already
assumed his new duties but formal announcement will be
made at the RKO
convention in Los

N, J,

They were arrested late last week and
immediately convicted after failing in their
attempt to defraud the Elmora Theatre,
Elizabeth, N, J„ of a $415 prize. Manager Harry Klein was credited with the
arrest.
The men are Jack Brothers, Charles H.
Traub and Carl Zingale, all of Brooklyn,

G.

man in RKO’s local exchange for the past
six years, has been appointed manager of
the Albany exchange

Bernard

G.

Kranze

Angeles next week.
A native of New York

City, Kranze was introduced to picture
work at the Paramount Long Island studio
in 1920. In 1923 he became a booker at
the Paramount home office and later a
local salesman for that company before
he joined RKO in 1931.

operations,

through the use of a “magician’s ring” by
which winning Bank Night numbers were
revealed, had its inception last October at
the Parthenon, Randforce house in Brooklyn. When Manager Sakalow refused to
relinquish the $300 prize on his suspicion

Marlboro, N. Y. — The Center, formerly
the Rex, which has been dark for some
time, has been taken over by James G. Eler
for reopening June 18. The house has 330
seats.

of a “phony” stub, a suit was filed to recover the amount. It was to have been
heard June 8, but has now been thrown
out of court.

came
tion.

Had

Defrauded

13 Houses

ELER

OPENING

THE

CENTER

UA Eastern Sales
Conference June 14
New York — United Artists will launch
the first of two sales conferences at the
Waldorf Astoria Hotel here on Monday
with George J. Schaefer, vice-president and
general manager, and A. W. Smith, sales
manager, in charge of the three-day meeting and more than 80 executives, district,
branch and office managers and salesmen
answering the roll call. A similar meeting
will be held at the Palmer House, Chicago,
June 17, 18 and 19.
In addition to Schaefer and Smith, other
home office executives who will attend the
meeting here included Arthur Kelly, vicepresident; Harry Gold, eastern division
manager; Harry D. Buckley, vice-president;
Jack Schlaifer, western division manager;
Paul N. Lazarus, contact manager; Monroe
Greenthal, director of advertising and publicity; N. A. Thompson, assistant treasurer;
and Charles Steele, Ed Raftery, Bob Hilton,
Jack Wrege, Phil Dow, Lou Ginsberg,
Charles
Steve

Leonard,

mour Poe, Paul
McGrath.

WARNER
The

up

with

the prize winning

men confessed
lowing theatres:

defrauding

George

W.

O’Brien,

Harvey,

Sam

FACES

Cohen

Seyand

LIBEL

combinathe

fol-

Immediately issuing a warning to other
Bank Night operators, John M. Keating,
counsel for Affiliated Enterprises, solicited

Manhattan: Loew’s 86th St., for amounts
of $250 and $200, and the Park Lane,
Springer circuit, $200.

the cooperation of the police here and together they began an investigation. Up to
the time of the Elizabeth incident, 13 theatres had been victimized without a trace
of the swindlers. In each instance the girl
would volunteer to select the winning
number. Under a flesh-colored ring would
be concealed a number corresponding with
that held by one of the three men. When
the girl dipped her hand in the drum it

Brooklyn: Loew’s Metropolitan, $1,000;
Loew’s Gates, for amounts of $500 and
$350, Loew’s Coney Island, $200, RKO’s
Bushwick and Greenpoint, for $650 and
$400, respectively, and the Canarsie of the
Interboro circuit, $90.
Also the Willard, Woodhaven, $500, and
the St. George, Staten Island, where the
prize was a new car, which was later sold
for $400.

"DANCE"

SUIT OVER

New York — A $50,000 damage suit has
been filed in N. Y. supreme court against
Warner by Casino Productions, Inc., defunct organization which formerly operated a cabaret here, and Yermi Stern, in
which the defendants are charged with
libel in connection with the picture, “Go
Into Your Dance.” Stern alleges the owner
of a Casino cabaret depicted in the film
is presented as an unsavory character
which he claims is libelous in view of his
ownership of a club of the same name.
Pearlman to “Ecstasy” Defense
New York — The U. S. supreme court at
Washington has admitted Henry Pearlman,
counsel

for Eureka

Product,

for the pur-

pose of arguing Eureka’s suit to restrain
officials of the state of New York from
interfering with the exhibition of the film,
“Ecstasy.”

The

case will be heard

during

the supreme court’s October term. Pearlman’s argument will be based on his claim
of unlawful interference with the foreign
commerce clause of the U. S. Constitution.
Fourth

Moskowitz

Delay

New York — For the fourth consecutive
week the examination before trial of C. C.
Moskowitz, Loew theatre executive, in the
suit brought by the Independent Theatre
Owners Ass’n has been postponed, this
time to July 15. Reason given was that
counsel for both sides are taken up with
other matters. The action is to restrain
Loew’s from booking pictures
and two-day split week.

Ed

Golden,

Monogram

sales manager

(fourth

from

left), was

host at the

official ope7iing of the company’s New York exchange which was attended
by ?iearly 100 exhibitors, circuit buyers and bookers. I. Welt, John Benas,
Sidney Kulick and Leon Rosenblatt, New York exhibitors, are pictured, left to
right, wishing Golden success.
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HERMAN

BING

TOURS

on

a

five

CIRCUIT

New York — Loew’s is arranging a schedule of houses and dates for Herman Bing
to
cuit.barnstorm

the entire metropolitan
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Now It Can Be Shown!!
THE ROMANCE OF
EDWARD & WALLY
HAS MADE HISTORY

01

;

*A STORY

that

will 30 down in
HISTORY

•

THIS PICTURE
WORLD'S

i^A

OF THE

OUTSTANDING
Will Make

LOVERS
is

BOX-OFFICE HISTORY

i af Ka/s Kofflsa!

The Timeliest Subject Ever Offered to the American Exhibitor
(Copyright

NOW

1937)

AVAILABLE

FOR

BOOKINGS
or

STATE RIGHTS FRANCHISE

..s

ED MAPEL , World Rights
831 So. Wabash

c/o TEITEL FILMS
Ave. CHICAGO

KORDA WILL SUPPLY
UA LIST WITH TWELVE
New

York — Alexander

Korda

and

asso-

ciate producers in England will make 12
features for United Artists release in this
country during 1937-38, he said prior to
sailing for London on Wednesday. Six of
these will be made by Korda’s London
Films.
Korda was noncommital on the option
he obtained jointly with Samuel Goldwyn
to purchase the Pickford-Chaplin-Pairbanks holdings in UA for a sum understood to be $6,000,000. The option runs
to the end of this year. It is understood
that Korda will seek financing for his half
of the deal in England.
It is understood that Korda will return
in three months to complete the deal.
United Artists, thereupon, will expand with
new producers abroad.
Sailing with Korda were Basil Bleck,
counsel for London Films; Maurice Silverstone, European head of UA, with Mrs. Silverstone, and Patricia Ellis, Hollywood
player signed by London Films for the lead
in “Playboy,” a

musical.

Important
New

York — The

contract closed by
38 is a three-year
Meyer Theatrical
of Miami, George
dent in charge of
here this week.
BOXOFFICE

UA

Franchise

first important

product

United Artists for 1937franchise with Wolfson
Enterprises (Wometco)
J. Schaefer, vice-presidistribution, announced
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Fourth Floor

GENERAL TO PRODUCE
FOURTEEN FEATURES
gROAD and Morris Sts. was the center
of big doin’s in the Quaker City Wednesday night, when Warner Bros, opened
their newest house, the “Savoia” . . .. First
a crew of scantily clad runners ran a marathon race from the Uptown Theatre down
Broad St. and wound up in front of the
Savoia . . . Then the mayor and other
big-wigs made speeches and the doors opened to a crowd which had waited in line
for hours to get in. Henry Kahan is
manager of the new house.
Lots 0/ cha7iges were reported on Vine
St. the past week. Bill Devonshire went to
Preferred Pictures . . . Norman Silverman,
Jack Berrison’s nephew, and former impresario of the Liberty Theatre, became a
member of Grand National’s staff . . . Kitty
Gallen is now with the shipping department of National Screen Service . . . Also
with the same outfit is Frieda Katz, niece
of Charlie Zagrans . . . John Thornton is
the new boss of National Screen. That
beautiful brunette secretary of his is Naomi
Levyn.
The love bug has bitten Monogram’s Phil
Wolfson. He announced his engagement
last week. Congrats, Phil . . . Variety
Club’s George Tyson was in town this week
making arrangements for the annual Variety Jubilee at Atlantic City at which Miss
America will be selected . . . George Deber
is slated to handle the publicity.

New

York — General

Pictures

will pro-

duce a program of 14 features for the
1937-38 season, according to plans announced this week by Fenn Kimball, president.
The schedule will be divided into eight
action features, “Night Edition,” “Circus
Queen,” “The Rockabye Kid,” “Prison
Ship,” “Genius Murder Case,” “Roaring
Wheels,” “Murder in the Air” and “Substitute Prisoner;” two outdoor musicals in
color, “The Bandit King” and “Enchanted
Mesa,” and four westerns starring Robert
Henry, a five-year-old youngster, namely,
“Whippersnapper,” “Master Dynamite,”
“Three Feet of Luck” and “Billy, the Kid
Kimball, who expects to leave here next
week on a tour of exchanges to discuss
plans with General franchise holders, has
signed a contract with A1 Mannon to produce the color musicals and the westerns.
Bill Deming has joined General as an executive producer to assist Kimball. Christian Mauthe has been elected secretary of
the company.

Signs Imperial
Golder has

Philadelphia — John

taken

jr.” franchise for the eastern
the Imperial
Pennsylvania and southern New Jersey territories for a five-year term. His exchange
here will hereafter operate as Imperial. 19
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den, across from Lou Rome’s Rialto . . .
Another rumor is that Lou offers giant

JUNE ton
days
are happy
daysColumbia
for Washingshowfolk
with the
camp
resplendent in new summer finery bought
from slices of the $2,000 sales bonus melon
cut by Sam Galanty . . . Manager Sam
gets an additional award in the form of
an extra week on the coast after convention with expenses on his film firm . . .
Sidney Lust is back from Atlantic City’s
wild waves where he conventionsd at the
national get-to-gether of the Hebrew
Brotherhoods.
Gene Ford is off to Virginia Beach
his annual holiday . . . Incidentally,
native stage revue planned by Gene

for
the
for

Loew’s Theatre, Richmond, was doused by
stringent child labor laws . . . Fred Beiersdorf, Warner’s new local chief, and District
Manager Bob Smeltzer are set for the
MPTO
convention also at Virginia Beach
. . . Bob has just returned from an extended business trip on his new duties as MidAtlantic district manager, contactmg Pittsburgh, Cleveland and Cincimiati.

Joe Kaliski marks time until June 25
when he entrains for GB convention possibly at the Warwick in the biggest city
. . . Maynard Madden, Met’s manager, at
about the same date will pack his grips
for a vacation in the Pennsylvania anthracite section, namely the home hamlet of
Scranton . . . Stanley Barlup limps in from
the day off at Brooms Island — sans fish
. . . Jimmy and the new Peggy Root are on
the briny with their first honeymoon stop
as Nassau.
Diners at the National Press club were
Hardie Meakin and former Pathe News
executive. Jack Connolly . . . Har die’s son,
Leonard, just chugged through freshman
final exams at Maryland University and
now rates sophomore . . . The Carter Barrons celebrated a ninth wedding anniversary with young "Cracker” Barron headlin g. . . Blaine Fitzgerald is being groomed by suburban Maryland American Legion
Posts for their future southern Maryland
commander ... To local Fox Movietone
chief Arthur De Titta goes credit for the
beautiful shots used in "This Is My Affair”
taken by his news kodak of Arlington and
the District ... Ted Lohmeyer, newly made
manager of the York and son of Warner’s
division manager Harry Lohmeyer , has
been made vice-president of the Park View
Business Meii's Assn.

Henry Hiser turned over his State Theatre to the Boy Scouts for a benefit show
to raise funds for their summer camps . . .
Will Whitney has switched connections as
press representative for the Rialto, and
Little, and is now with the Bernheimer
enterprises . . . Former drama editor and
now feature writer of the News, Don Craig
takes the part time press pen for these
houses . . . The first notice informed that
the Rialto would close a week for air conditioning.
Which

reminds

that the Baltimore

Stan-

ley’s Manager Rodney Collier, on his weekly
trips to town, always passes the Rialto
which he terms his first managerial love
. . . Frank Boucher’s office at the Met, in
Baltimore, always abounds with theatre
gossip . . . One item is the rumored construction ofa new house at North and Lin-

20

odds that the house
ing line.

When

Joe E. and Mrs. Brown

stopped

over on their way to son Joe L.’s graduation
at Mercersburg Academy, they stepped into
the Capitol Theatre and sat unnoticed in
the far reaches of the balcony. Their plans
went amiss, however, when an usher notified headliner Phil Regan and he sang Mrs.
Brown’s favorite tune, and calling for a
spotlight, introduced them. The audience
clamored for the comedian to come down
to the stage but when the Browns sidled
out of the spotlight they ducked out of the
nearest exit.
Sidney

Lust

announces

the

installation

of an up-to-date air conditioning system
in his newest theatre, the Milo, located 16
miles from W ashington at Rockville, Md.
The Milo is the only theatre in Montgomery county and the only suburban house in
Maryland offering this summer service.

At Paramount
(Continued

Meet

from page 16)

Davidson, salesmen, were present from
Washington.
The Canadian contingent consisted of
M. A. Milligan, general manager; W. J.
O’Neill, treasurer; J. Hunter, branch manager; H. L. Pfaff, salesman, Toronto; M.
Brown, branch manager, and T. Dowbiggan, sales manager, Montreal; P. J. Hogan,
branch manager, St. John; W. Hansher,
district manager, Vancouver; O. Kelly,
branch manager, Calgary; D. Brickman,
branch manager, Winnipeg.
Home office distribution executives who
attended include Neil Agnew, G. B. J. Frawley, F. A. Leroy, J. J. Unger, H. J. Lorber,
J. Roper, L. Flynn, C. M. Reagan, A. J.
Dunne and G. K. Haddow. Advertising
and publicity representatives: R. M. Gillingham, Christopher Dunphy, A. Moss and
R. Moriarity. Ad sales chiefs: D. Velde,
J. A. Haas, and W. W. Sharpe.
Representatives of the foreign office:
George Weltner, F. W. Lange, John L. Day
and A1 Deane.
Studio production chiefs taking part in
the parley: Adolph Zukor, William LeBaron, A. W. Botsford and Robert Holman.
Lou Diamond and A. J. Diamond of Paramount News and other shorts were to attend, as were L. Phillips and B. Luber, of
the legal department,
beck, a special agent.

Motiograph
New

and

A. O. Dillen-

eastern

Theatre premiere there of “The Girl Said
No” June 22 . . . John D. Clark and Charles
E. McCarthy, distribution and publicity
chieftains, respectively, for 20th CenturyFox, return from the coast sales convention June 14.
The Cinema Hard Workers and Hard
Sleepers Bowling Club has been formed
and meets every Tuesday to indulge in
both sports. Among the charter members
are Charles Curran, Irving Windisch, Bill
Gordon and. Irwin Brod. About ten others
have signified their willingness to join the
club as soon as the bowling begins.

Honor roll : Frank C. Walker, vice-president of Comerford Theatres, has returned
from Spokane and Butte, with the degree
of LL. D. from Gonzaga University . . .
Paramount has elevated Andre Olsen to
succeed Gustave J. Schaefer as Central
European manager, with headquarters in
Paris . . . Fred A. Marshall, for many years
in press and exploitation work, has been
named western district public relations
representative for RKO . . . The Italian
Government has awarded medals of distinction for meritorious work to Paramount newsreel cameramen Herve Missir
and Arturo Giordani.
Edward Golden, Monogram’s general
sales manager, and Joe Felder, New York
branch manager, did the handshaking, and
the following helped to make the official
opening of the local exchange a bright affair last Thursday: Max Fellerman, John
J. O’Connor and Fred Meyer of RKO; Sam
Rinzler, Irving Kaplan and Jack Birnbaum
of Randforce ; Mortimer Burnside of J. A.
Sisto; George West, the Screeno man; Leon
Rosenblatt, John Benas and Isidore Welt
of the same circuit; the Berger brothers,
Joe De Meo, Ben Shulman, Adam Adams,
Harry Hecht and Maury Miller of the
Hecht circuit; John Stevens, Ben Brody,
Morris Schane, Morris Kutinsky, Dave
Rosenzweig, Morris Brown and others.

With the last performance of “Lost
Horizon” June 13 at the Globe, the theatre
remains closed for three days for a general house-cleaning and testing of its new
air conditioning plant for the premiere of
Universal’s “The Road Back.”

Drew Quits G. R.

sales

manager for Motiograph, on June 23 will
leave on the Pilsudski for Copenhagen,
Denmark. From there he will go to London, Stockholm and Oslo to establish representation for Motiograph in the three
cities. He will be gone about two months.

New

has

taken

York — Tom

NEW
over

the operation of the Edgemont Theatre,
Edgemont and Orthodox Sts., Bridesburg,
it was reported here this week. The house
was formerly operated by the Romar Investment Co.

Drew

has

resigned

as

vice-president and general manager of
General Register Corp., Percy Phillipson,
president of the company, announced here
this week. Drew has joined a company
which has no connection with the industry.

to Lewis

Philadelphia — Sol Lewis

from page 16)

he will represent the society at the annual
congress of the Performing Rights Society
of the World June 14-19 . . . Edward Finney, director of advertising and publicity
for Grand National, was in Boston this
week to address musical groups as part of
the advance campaign for the Shubert

Expands

York — Eric Petersen,

Edgemont

(Continued

won’t get off the start-

New

20TH-FOX

York — Directors

DIVIDEND
of 20th

Century-

Fox, for the second 1937 quarter, declared
cash dividends of 37 cents a share on the
preferred stock and 50 cents on the common, payable June 30 to stockholders of
record June 21.
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Exploitation Preview Is Arranged Conveniently for Clipping and Filing for Future Reference.

EXCLUSIVE
—PARAMOUNT
The

Cast:

Freil

MarMuriay,

Frances

Farmer,

Lloyd

Nolan,

Charles

Kuggles, Fay Holden, Ralph Morgan, Willard Rohertson, Chester
flute, Frank Bruno, Horace MacMahon,
Irving Bacon. Producer:
Benjamin
Glazer. Director: A1 Hall. Original fStor.v: John C.
Moffitt. IScreeniilay : John C. Mofl’itt,
Photograph.v : William Mellor.

.Sidney

Salkow,

Rian

James.

What it's about:
When Charles Gillette < Lloyd Nolan), bigshot racketeer,
buys a rival paper he offers Ralph Houston (Fred MacMurray )
and Tod Swain (Charles Ruggles), reporters on the World,
jobs on the Sentinel at higher wages. They refuse, which infuriates Vina Swain (Frances Farmer), Tod’s daughter. She
goes to Gillette and gets a job, tipping him off to a portending raid on his gambling joints. Ralph finds out and he and
Vina, sweathearts, quarrel and separate. To get advertising
from a department store, Gillette frames it by greasing the
elevator cables. Ralph, on one of the elevators, is injured.
Tod begins an investigation, frames Gillette into a confession
and wins his daughter over. An aroused populace smashes
into the Sentinel building, capturing Gillette, and Ralph and
Vina, reunited, go back to work on the World.
WHAT to do and HOW to do it:
A fast-moving newspaper yarn with a fresh slant, played
by a strong cast headed by Fred MacMurray and Frances
Farmer, this should be easy to sell. Charlie Ruggles, who
started his film career in reportorial roles, reverts to them
in this picture, and is good for marquee billing, as is Lloyd
Nolan.
FRONT

PAGE

COSTUMES

Pick up the idea used by one exhibitor in connection
the showing of a newspaper picture, by working out this
with a local newspaper: Get some inexpensive cloth and
the shop run off its front page on the material. Then
the cloth tailored into costumes for the theatre attendants. As an inexpensive novelty they will be eye-catchers.
There are many tieups on the title, such as the following:
Use stills of Miss Farmer to plant in dress shop windows, captioned: “Exclusive fashions as worn by Frances Farmer in
‘Exclusive,’ ’’ and “Be ‘Exclusive’ in a new Terraplane,’’ for
automobile dealers.
Run advertisements concerning the picture as news stories
in local newspapers, summarizing the highlights of the film.
SUBSCRIPTIONS TIEUP
with
deal
have
have

Work out an arrangement with a local radio station
whereby you obtain plugs for the picture before and after the
station’s regular morning and evening news broadcasts.
A local newspaper can no doubt be contacted for a subscription promotion contest, with readers who turn in new
subscriptions for a certain period obtaining free passes to
the picture.
Have a local paper’s advertising or business manager speak
to Rotary Clubs or other similar organizations on “advertising ethics in the newspaper business,” getting in mention of
“Exclusive” and Nolan’s advertising tactics.
Suitable throwawaj's can be prepared inexpensively by
having a local paper remake its front page with some such
headline as “Gangster Muscles Into Blank City!” followed
by a summarized story of the picture and photos of MacMurray
and other principals.
Adlines:
So

He Didn’t Like the Way the Local
This Gangster Bought Another . .

The Surprise Picture
Tootled W'itli Stars!
the

of

the

This Newspaperman’s
Ideals
Love of His Own
Daughter!
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Newspaper Was Treating' Him
. and Printed His Own
News!
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SMALL
—GRAND

TOWN

BOY

NATIONAL

The Cast; Stuart Erwin. Joyce Compton. Jed Prouty. Clara Blandick, James
Blakely, Dorothy Appleby, Clarence Wilson, John
T. Murray, Edward
Waller, Eddie Kane, Victor Potel. Producer:
Zion Myers. Director: Glen Tryon. Origrinal Story; Manuel Komroff. Screenplay; Glenn Tyron. Photogrraphy :
Edward
Snyder.

What it's about:
Henry Armstrong (Stuart Erwin) is an ineffectual insurance salesman in a small town, whose life is a failure till he
finds a thousand-dollar bill. Then he realizes his dreams can
come true — he can marry Molly (Joyce Compton) and they
can build their own home. The story spreads all over town
and it is a changed Henry who steps out into the business
world. He becomes a driving force, selling insurance to everybody. As he is dressing for his wedding, however, he discovers he has lost the money. The marriage is postponed
while a frantic hunt is launched. Then it is discovered that
the bill is a fake — an imitation used as an ad by a furniture
store. Everybody is disappointed but Henry, who takes it
philosophically and keeps on making good.
WHAT

to do and

HOW

to do it:

With that perennial favorite, Stuart Erwin, heading the
cast, this picture about small-town life should not prove difficult to sell, particularly in smaller communities. Give Erwin
top credits on the marquee and in your advertising campaign,
with Joyce Compton and Jed Prouty, the latter of whom has
established himself by his portrayal of Mr. Jones in the Jones
Family series, getting supporting credits.
Build up a lobby display around the fact that the film
was made from the original story by Manuel Komroff, which
was published in Cosmopolitan magazine. Construct a large
facsimile of a Cosmopolitan cover, with picture credits and
portraits of Erwin and Miss Compton surmounting the announcement that the picture was taken from the story, “The
Thousand-Dollar Bill.”
MARQUEE STUFFERS
Also make an arrangement with local magazine distributors to stuff Cosmopolitans with heralds announcing the picture’s coming.
The story revolves around the finding of a thousanddollar banknote. Make this the basis of an inquiring reporter
stunt, in which a local newspaper sends a man out to ask
pedestrians “What they would do if they found one thousand
dollars.” Besides printing the answers in a special column
in the paper, award free tickets for the picture to the best
answer each day.
Try also to plant with a local paper a series of articles
on “small-town boys who made good,” choosing either local
men or such nationally-known figures as Jack Benny, who
came from Waukegan, 111.; O. O. McIntyre, from Gallopolis,
Ohio, and Stuart Erwin, from Squaw Valley, Calif.
CLASSIFIED AD
Run plugs in the newspaper’s classified advertising section, reading: “Found — a thousand-dollar bill. Loser please
call at the Blank Theatre and identify. Henry Armstrong,
the ‘Small
Town Boy’.”
Print advertisements

as news

stories, illustrated with

thumbnail portraits of the principals, headlined: “Local Boy
Finds Thousand-Dollar Bill in Street!”
Stills are available showing a man with a sledge-hammer
trying to wreck Erwin’s car. These can be used as tieups with
garages, service stations and automobile dealers on selling
campaigns for motor overhauls, gasoline, oils, etc.
Other stills can be used as commercial tieups, one in
particular illustrating a new model of an RCA phonographradio combination.
Print throwaways as facsimiles of thousand-dollar notes,
with wording on them: “This bill plus (admission price at
your theatre) will admit you to a million-dollar show.”
The bills could be enclosed in inexpensive bill-folds as a
more elaborate giveaway stunt.
Adlines:
He Worked
Policy ...

One

. .

.

Selling

Insurance

He Found $1,000 . . . P.nd Changed
to a Dynamic Man of Acthm!

His Dreams
Were Shattered

He

for Four Years
to Himself!

Came
When

From

a

.

.

.

But

Meek,
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Sold

Hopeless

True . . . When
He Found $1,000
the Bill Proved to Be a Phoney!

Stuart Erwin ...
as the Town
Finds a Fortune in the Street!

He

.

.

Failure

But

Good

Only

They

AVhen

DEADEND
—GOLDWYN— UNITED

ARTISTS

The Cast; Joel McCrea, Sylvia Sidney, Humphrey
Bog-art, Alien
Jenkins, Claire Trevor, Wendy
Barrie, Charles Peck. Billy Halop,
Leo Gorcey, Marjorie Main, Ward
Bond. Producer: Samuel Goldwyn.
Director:
William
Wyler.
Orig-inal; Sidney
Kingsley.
Screenplay; Lillian Heilman. Phoographer : Gregg Toland.

What it's about:
Swarming near the piers of the East River is a band of
young hoodlums led by Tommy (Billy Halop), an orphan,
raised by his sister Drina (Sylvia Sidney). She has seen her
playmates grow up and enter a life of violence and crime and
is determined to spare Tommy that fate. Into the scene comes
Baby Face (Humphrey Bogart), a gang killer, who is planning
to kidnap a rich child from a nearby apartment. He reminisces with Dave (Joel McCrea) , an architect with whom he
grew up, and accidentally gives his plan away. Dave kills
Martin trying to stop him, and gets the police reward. Tommy
is threatened with arrest but Dave, with the reward, promises to help free him and take him and Drina away from the
Dead-End street.

WHAT

to do and HOW

to do it:

This picture has been adapted to the screen from the hit
play of the same name written by Sidney Kingsley. It is primarily a social problem play, with touches of comedy, pathos,
suspense and romance to give it wide appeal. Joel McCrea,
Sylvia Sidney and Humphrey Bogart should be given marquee
billing.
Decorate the lobby and foyer as a “dead-end” street in
New York’s slum areas. Stills from the film can be used
for a model of the district. To further the impression of filth
and squalor, dress the ushers or usherettes in ragged costume
similar to those shown in the film.
BOOK

STORE

TIEUP

Arrange book store tieups on the published versions of
the play, mentioning Kingsley, who has given the screen other
hits, including “Men in White.” In connection with the popularity of the play it might be advisable to contact the local
Literary and Drama societies and have them endorse the
film to all members.
Endorsements on the film might also be obtained from
the many Parent-Teacher associations, Child Welfare boards
and other groups which deal with problems similar to these
depicted in the film. Arrange a special showing for these
groups and use their reactions for news releases.
Sponsor a charity performance with a percentage of the
grosses being donated to the various charitable institutions in
your locality, or to a nearby boy’s camp or orphan’s home.
If it is possible, select some under-privileged child from a
needy home, arrange a complete medical examination, give
him a new suit of clothes and provide a two-week vacation
at a summer camp for him. Submit pictures of the boy, and
a plug for the film, to the local papers. His medical care and
clothing can be promoted among local merchants in return
for the valuable publicity,
SOCIAL

ANGLES

Select suitable case histories from the files of the County
Welfare Board describing cases such as are shown in the film
and use them for lobby displays and newspaper ads.
There are stills suitable for tieing up with local municipal
plunges, showing the slimy waters of the East River in which
the boys swim. Use copy which contrasts the two pools.
Several title tieups can be arranged, such as this, suitable
for advertising a prominent vacation spot: “Are you up against
a mental ‘Dead-End?’ Why not escape those dreary, everyday surroundings wdth a vacation trip to beautiful Lake
Louise?”
Another can be made with a bond or investment house,
advising that the way to escape the financial “Dead-End” is
to invest wisely with the Acme Bond House.

Adlines:
A Killer’s Kindergarten
Street.
Dead-End

.

.

Human
Lives . . . Drifting
[n the Slums of a Great City.
Life
Defeat.

is Cheap

Two Against
Escape From the

.

.

.

Love

.

Spa-wned

in

tire Swirl

Is Easy

the World
.
Cruelties of a

in the

...

In

. Fighting for
Modern City.
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THE MAN

BEHIND

THE LAW

—COLUMBIA
The
Otto Kruger. Douglass Montgomery,
Jacqueline Wells,
Thurston Hall. Nana
Bryant. Stanley Fields. Marc Lawrence, Guy
Usher. Producer:
Wallace MacDonald.
Director: John
Brahm.
Original; Harold Shumate.
Screenplay: Fred Niblo jr., Grace
Neville. Photograplier: Henry Freulich.

What

it's about:

Paul Maddox 'Douglass Montgomery) works in the law
offices of his father Bill Mellon <Otto Kruger), although neither knows the true identity of the other, Paul having been
raised as an orphan. Mellon is often guilty of sharp practice,
a fact of which Paul is ignorant. Georgie Evans (Stanley
Field » , a gangster, hires Mellon to defend him, then kills a
man. Paul, ignorant of the cold blooded murder, wins Evans
an

acquittal. Upon learning the truth he resigns and is appointed deputy district attorney. Someone uncovers the true

relationship between Paul and Mellon and attempts to blackmail the latter with it. He shoots the man. Paul is assigned
to prosecute. Mellon, knowing he can win an acquittal if
he reveals his motive,
goes to jail.

WHAT

to do and

prefers

not to ruin

miLUAm fflELLon

his son’s life, and

onoraiEv «T iflu

HOW

to do it:

Although this picture has few established boxoffice names
to draw patrons, its plot is of such a nature as to attract much

PAUL IKMOOX
ftSSOCN,

patronage if properly exploited. Give Otto Kruger and Douglass Montgomery top billing.
Make a lobby display showing the blind justice holding a
large scales in which are being weighed “career” and “parental love,” representing the two opposing factors in the
life of the hero.
Since the play deals with the practices of shyster lawyers, many opportunities are offered to tieup with local attorneys on ethical discussions of the problem. Plug the film
by a

direct-by-mail campaign to all local lawyers. Ask officials of the State Bar Association to view the picture and
comment on its technical excellence and moral values.
SELECT
If there

is a law

school

SHOW

JURY

in the neighborhood,

invite the

students to see the show, at cut rates, in return for their letters on the ethical problems discussed in the picture. Use
thi'owaway sheets on the campus.
There have been many feature

stories written

about

the

court room tricks often resorted to by smart lawyers. If possible collect a series of these stories and run them in the local
paper

under the caption, “The Man Behind the Law.” Biographies on such persons as Darrow, Leibowitz, Flynn and
Fallon will yield the information.
Run a short synopsis of the story in several installments,
accompanied by a lay out of stills, in one of the local newspapers, and ask readers to write a 200-word letter in answer

to the question, “What I Would Do If I Were William Mellon.” Use the answers in newspaper ads and award a prize
to one judged the best.
Each day select 12 persons as a jury to see the show free
and give their reactions to it, the reactions to be used as
advertising copy. Select the persons from among well known
merchants, etc., and sprinkle their names at random among
the want ads. Have a special row of loges designated as the
Jury Box.
COURT SUMMONS
THROWAWAYS
Using the title as the slogan, promote a giant police
benefit show. Have the local minions of the law demonstrate
their efficiency as marksmen, horsemen and athletes. In advertising the stunt run a series of articles, with pictures, of
the steps in the training of a rookie cop.
Print throwaways in the form of court summons, complete with official seal, etc. Use as many high sounding legal
phrases as possible describing the excellence of the picture,
then say “In other
Behind the Law’.”

words — you’re a sap if you

miss

‘The

Man

Adlines:
The Story of
for a Son He Had

a Man
Who
Sarrifif-ed
Never Known.

He I'liwittiiifflj
rominit.

hy

Hie

Convieted

Condemned
as a Criminal
a Man He Did Not Know
See It ...
A Daring:
('rooked Lawyer.

His
.

. .
Was

Kxpose

Own

His

Career

Fatlier

for a Crime
His Son.
of
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M-G-M (722)
115 Minutes
Rel. June 4, '37
The marquee magic of Gable’s and Toy’s names will prove
to be this feature’s best asset in making a bid for the
grosses which the importance and cost of the production
should merit. In entertainment values it proves disappointing, possibly because of too meticulous attention to authenticity in building the story. Beyond criticism as to production, direction and acting, the picture drags in spots and
can hardly be depended upon to cause the cash customers
to rave about it to their neighbors. Film portrays the life

the “uncrowned King of Ireland’’ for the love of a woman;
but ill health, induced by political activities, causes his
death. Directed by John M. Stahl.
Gable, Myriia

Loy, Edna

May

Oliver, Edmund

Parnell
Paramount

(

)

Akim Tamiroff, Marian Marsh, John Trent. Genevieve Tobin,
Reginald Denny, William Demarest, Edward Brophy.

Gwenn.

The Great Gambini

F

57 Minutes

Rel. July 2, '37

Warren William, Kitty Clancy, Mady Correll, Edward
Jonathan Hale, Robert Baldwin, Frank Reicher.

Madonna

Two

Sten,

Henry

Who

Wilcoxon, John
Esme Percy.

Ellis,

Under

F

Dared

Garrick,

Viola

Drlml

to Romney Brent' for his whimsical performance of a lightfingered servant. Laid in the stirring times of Cardinal
Richelieu and the Huguenot rebellion, the Stanley Weyman
tale treats of the dashing Gil de Berault who risked his life
for the love of a beautiful enemy. A high-class picture.
Conrad Veidt, Annabella, Raymond Massey, Sophie Stewart,
Romney Brent, Laivrence Grant.

Grand National (113)
70 Minutes
Rel. May 8, '37
A dramatic and ably acted climax gives a much-needed
lift to this rather disjointed tale of pre-war Russia which
has undoubtedly suffered at the hands of the cutters. Anna
Sten gives a spirited performance in a role for which, both
temperamentally and physically, she is well-suited. Henry
Wilcoxon, Esme Percy and others in the cast, manage to
surmount the handicap of British accents and give credible portrayals of members of the Russian nobility. Miss
Sten plays a beautiful peasant who falls in love with an
officer of the Imperial Guard and, later becoming nursemaid to his child, is suspected of being his mistress. Sets
and costumes are lavish and colorful, the musical accompaniment is effective and the whole vhll suffice as program fare. Directed by Eugen Frenke.
Anna

F

20th Century-Fox (743)
82 Minutes
Rel. May 21, '37
A handsomely costumed and vigorously acted historical
drama containing a generous measure of adventure, intrigue
and romance. In common with most British-made films
the introductory episodes are slow-moving, but Director
Victor Seastrom musters considerable suspense for an exciting climax. The German accent of Conrad Veidt and
the French accent of the exquisitely lovely Annabella occasionally clash with the correct English of the others, but
the cast as a whole is excellent with special honors going

Thoroughly steeped in hokum and heart-throbs, this is
obviously geared for mass consumption, basing its appeal
on the debut of a little four-year-old actress, Kitty Clancy,
whose natural ability and unspoiled screen presence strikes
a refreshing note and bespeaks her immediate popularity.
Around her has been woven a yarn that has iDeen wellsoaked in the tried-and-true mother-love tradition which
should do adequate business on the sentimental end of a
dualer. Warren William, in a colorful role as a cheap
gambler who aids young Kitty and her mother, Mady Correll, to regain their rightful inheritance, is up to his usual
competent standard. Miss Correll, who makes her first
screen appearance, shows talent. James Flood directed.

Midnight

S

Paramount (
)
70 Minutes
Rel. June 11. '37
Mystery fans will have little trouble in uncovering the
guihy party in this B. P. Schulberg murder thriller. The
picture has its moments, but on the whole it does not rate
more than the supporting spot on duals. The film is highlighted by the suave performance of Akim Tamiroff, is
the Great Gambini. Supporting honors go to Genevieve
Tobin, William Demarest and Edward Brophy for their
grand comedy touches. John Trent and Marian Marsh
carry the romantic assignments well. On the morning of his
marriage to Miss Marsh, Roland Drew is murdered. Suspects include Gambini, who predicted the killing, Trent,
Miss Marsh’s unsuccessful suitor, and Miss Tobin and
Reginald Denny, the girls’ parents. Gambini solves the
crime and convicts himself. Charles Vidor directed.

and love of Ireland’s No. 1 patriot, Charles Parnell, and
his fight for home rule in the late nineteenth century. After having victory in his hands, he sacrifices his place as

Clark

O D U C T I ON

the Red Robe

F

Paramount (
)
78 Minutes
Rel. June 11, '37
Timely, dramatic, and above all, entertaining, this film
has the earmarks of a boxoffice hit. The first picture to
reach the screen based on the Spanish revolution, the picture cannot miss, despite its two faults — being over-dramatic
and cluttered with a profusion of plots. There is enough
material in it for three average features. Lew Ayres makes
a strong bid for a film comeback with a delightfully delineated role. Supporting him, likewise in a manner commendable, is Olympe Bradna. Others who appear to advantage
in the loosely-tied plots and counter-lots, laid against the
background of beleaguered Madrid, are Helen Mack, Gilbert
Roland, Lionel Atwill and Anthony Quinn. The direction
by James Hogan is robust and vividly real.
Lew

Keats,

Ayres, Olympe Bradna, Helen Mack, Robert Cummings,
Gilbert Roland, Lionel Atwill, Anthony Quinn.

Last Train From Madrid

F

F

United Artists (
)
73 Minutes
Rel. May 28, '37
The hauntingly pathetic performance by Elisabeth Bergner in this English-made drama will linger with the spectator long after the story of her slow-moving and depressing vehicle has been forgotten. The brilliant little actress
surpasses herself in a tragic role and receives able support
from Raymond Massey and Romney Brent, but as entertainment the picture will be found lacking. The story is
of an unhappy woman torn between devotion for her faithful and lovable husband and passion for his best friend, a
fascinating and possessive musician. Realizing she can
never hurt her husband, she takes the easiest way out —
suicide. The concert hall background permits the introduction of brief snatches from the magnificent musical
compositions of Beethoven and Tschaikowsky. Paul Czin-

RKO
A

ner’s direction brings out the artistry in his wife’s portrayal.
Elisabeth Bergner, Raymond Massey, Romney Brent.

Joe E. Broion, Guy Kibbee, Florence Rice, Vintoji Haworth,
Anthony Race, Harlmi Briggs, Andrew Tombes Clem Bevans.

Dreaming

On and Off Again

Lips
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Rel. June 18, '37
performance in

a film adapted from the popular “Elmer Lane’’ Saturday
Evening Post series by Richard Macauley, this can be depended on to maintain the high boxoffice appeal of the
comic. It will be a riot with the juveniles and has enough
of the gaggy situations, which have come to be expected in
a Brown vehicle, to satisfy the humor desires of every
type patron. Joe is a small-town newspaper boy with ambitions, ideas and a yen for inventing gadgets. Among his
many accomplishments is the ability to pilot a plane, which
furnishes the means for many of the gags. After the inevitable act of heroism, Joe redeems himself in the eyes of the
townsfolk, who all become rich through one of his inventions. Ably directed by Edward Sedgwick.

A
CLASSIFICATION— A - ADULT

Radio (771)
70 Minutes
standard Joe Brown laugh-provoking

—

F - FAMILY

—

F

comedy

I - JUVENILE

25

^xploiilpi
SELLING

ANGLES:

SUGGESTIONS

"The Great Gambini"

This film has a potent selling possibility in that
the patron is given a chance to solve the crime.
After all the clues and evidence have been uncovered, patrons are given one minute in which to
make their choice for the guilty party. Pass cards,
with space for name and address and name of guilty
party, to all as they enter. Have ushers collect them
at the end of the one-minute period, and after the
finale ask those who made the right choice to take
a bow. Get a sleight-of-hand artist to perform from
the stage or in the lobby.

CATCHLINES:
He Knew Too Much for the Police . . . Too Much
About the Murder for Any Innocent Man . . . Was
He Guilty?
See How a Clever Magician . . . With a Grudge
Against a Man . . . Saves a Girl the Mistake of
Making an Unhappy Marriage.

SELLING

ANGLES:

"Under the Red Robe"

SELLING

THE

PICTURE

AD

other imported products. Print throwaways as calling cards with “Charles Parnell” imprinted on
them. See Exploitation Preview printed in BoxOFFicE Jan. 16, 1937.
CATCHLINES:
The Story of a Stirring Phase of History ... of a
Strong Man and a Courageous Woman!
His Name Rang Praise Prom Irish Throats . . .
Until He Sacrificed His Work for Love!
His Life Was Devoted to the Freedom of His
People
. . . Who Turned From Him and Rejected
His
Help!

SELLING ANGLES:
"Midnight Madonna"
Stress the fact that two screen newcomers, Kitty
Clancy and Mady Correll, are in the film. Kitty’s
gambling slang in the film can be made the basis
of a contest in which patrons turn in lists of slang
terms as used by gangsters and gamblers. The
problem which confronts the judge in the film —
whether a gambler is a fit guardian for a child —
can be used as an essay contest subject. It can also

to patrons her performance in "Wings of the Morning.” Contact department stores for window displays on red in women's fashions.

be used as a topic for an “inquiring reporter” stunt.
See Exploitation Preview printed in Boxoffice
May 29, 1937.
CATCHLINES:

The Unforgettable Stanley Weyman Novel Vividly
Brought to Life on the Screen!
Live Again in the Adventurous Days When Men
Dared All for Love!
Men Faced Danger for a Woman’s
let Intrigue Threatened the Throne

SELLING

ANGLES:

Smile as Scarof France!

"Last Train From Madrid"

Plant a large-scale map of Spain in lobby with
train route to Valencia marked in red. Use news
headlines as smash lobby piece. Create a Pullman
car display for the lobby. Tie up with local peace
societies. Build a sandbag barricade around the
top edge of the marquee. Build a miniature display
around a running toy electric train in the lobby.
Print throwaways as "passes” permitting
ride on the "Last Train From Madrid.”

bearer

to

CATCHLINES:

Out of Spain’s Bitter Struggle
Dramatic Story of Sacrifice!
and Hate Rule Men’s
Seethes in Flames!

SELLING

ANGLES:

Battle Lines

. . . Comes

Hearts

This

. . . While

a

“On Again, Off Again"

Cash in on the pre-sold audience composed of
millions of Saturday Evening Post readers of the
Elmer Lane stories on which the film is based. Construct a facsimile of the Post cover for the lobby
and place stickers and heralds on the magazines at
newsstands. Tie in with Brown’s ardent devotion
to baseball as player and fan by organizing a juvenile "Joe E. Brown" club. Make title tieups with
dealers in new automobiles tires and other merchandise. See Exploitation Preview printed in BoxOFFicE

April

This Gambler’s Luck Turned . . . When He Did
a Favor for a Desperate Mother and Her Sick
Child!
She Was His Mascot ... So This Gambler
Her for a Million-Dollar Stake!

Played

SELLING ANGLES:
"Two Who Dared"
Build the campaign around the two stars, particularly Anna Sten, who sings and dances for the
first time on the screen. Wilcoxon is known from
“The Crusades” and “The Last of the Mohicans.”
Decorate the lobby in Russian style, using tapestries,
samovars, etc. Dress the ushers as Russian peasants. Local art or dress shops will cooperate with
displays of Russian pottery and jewelry. The title
suggests cooperative ads using copy such as: “Two
Who Dared Wear Sensible Summer Clothes, etc.”
CATCHLINES:

Here It Comes . . . Hurtling Throngh
With a Cargo of Human Dynamite!

Love
Nation

AIDS

SELLING ANGLES:
"Parnell"
Decorate lobby with Irish bunting and flags.
Attire usherettes as colleens. As a lobby display
surround a portrait of Parnell with pictures of
other outstanding patriots throughout history —
Paul Revere, etc. Make the usual tieups on Irish
merchandise such as linens, whiskies, pipes and

Stanley Weyman's novel was a best-seller of 20
years ago. Make tieups with bookstores for displays of this famous work and have schools, libraries, etc., put it on their recommended list.
Sporting goods stores will arrange window and
counter displays on fencing equipment, this sport
having become increasingly popular of late. Play
up Annabella as the new French star and recall

CATCHLINES:

10, 1937,

under

title

“All

Is Confusion.”

CATCHLINES:
Elmer Was a Fool for Trouble . . . and the Deeper He Got in the Quicker He Got Out!
Here Comes Elmer Lane . . . Favorite Fictional
Character of Millions of Saturday Evening Post
Readers!

FOR
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CONSULT

HOLLYWOOD

A New Anna Sten, More Glamous Than
Dancing and Singing for the First Time!

Ever,

They

Dared All . . . Lost All . . . But Found Happiness in Each Other’s Arms!
She Bared Her Shame to Save the Man She
Hated.
SELLING ANGLES:
"Dreaming Lips"
Exploit Bergner as “the world’s greatest actress,”
recalling her two previous performances in “Escape Me Never” and “As You Like It.” To interest women patrons play up the romantic and conflict angles and that Bergner appears in fashionable modern dress for the first time. Play up the
musical angle, contacting local musical societies
and making tieups with music shops. Make tieups
with beauty shops and cosmetic stores on the title
and give free tickets to patrons whose lips most
closely resemble Bergners.
CATCHLINES:
She Loved as All Women
as Pew Dare!

Dream

of Loving,

But

Bergner, the Great, in a Magnificent Drama of
Divine Love and Tender Devotion!
A Dramatic Story of a Woman Who Fell in Love
With

Her

EXPLOITATION

Husband’s

PREVIEWS

Best Friend!

REGULARLY

IN BOXOFFICE

BOXOFFICE

:: June

12, 1937.
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An Alpine Journey
Russell Spaulding

9 Minutes

The first of a series of 13 shorts made
by Spaulding during his trip through Europe, this has been expertly photographed
and given an interesting and informative
narration by Bernard Lenrow. The locations in the Austrial Tyrol selected for this
subject are among the more picturesque
and out-of-the-ordinary with the scenes
in the quaint villages and at the foot of the
snow-covered peaks inspiring one with the
desire to visit the spot. Winston Sharpies
has selected an appropriate musical score
and the sound effects include snatches
of that inimitable yodeling which can be
recorded only by the Tyrolian natives.

Bosko and the Pirates
M-G-M

8 Minutes

Many of the well-known stars, including
Charles Laughton in his unforgettable Captain Bligh characterization, are cleverly
mimicked in this first-rate Technicolor
cartoon. Little Bosko, who is delivering
some cookies to his grandmother, falls
asleep in an old tub while crossing a pond
and dreams that his vessel is a pirate ship.
The bold, bad adventurers attack Bosko
for his cookies and after some nerve-wracking experiences he awakens to find he is
safe. The color work is brilliant and the
musical accompaniment is delightfully
swingy.
series.

One

of the “Happy

Clean

Harmonies”

Pastures

Vitaphone

9 Minutes

A clever cartoon satire on “The Green
Pastures” with all the action taking place
in the Heavenly land of “Pair-o-Dice.”
Saint Peter, worried about the decline in
population, sends Gabriel (with a Stepin
Fetchit demeanor) down to earth to attract
some new visitors. The lazy Gabriel fails
to use salesmanship so the congress of
angels (Cab Calloway, Fats Wallar, etc.),
start to pep up the heavenly music to such
an extent that even Satan himself decides
to reform and join the fun. A lively number that will fit into any program.

€HORT
OF THE

WEEK

The Painted Stallion
(12-Episode Serial)
Republic
18-20 Minutes
Despite the increasing tendency
toward the G-Man versus international crook type of chapter-play , the
dyed-in-the-wool serial erithusiast
will always retain a warm spot in his
heart for the good old-fashioned
western pioneer story ivith an historical background.
This exciting new serial is a tale
of early New Mexico days when the
trade treaties between old Mexico
and the United States loere being
ratified. Prominent in the cast of
characters is the youthful Kit C arson, later the famous scout, and he is
portrayed in human, likeable fashion
by freckle-faced Sammy McKim.
That dependable horseman. Hoot
Gibson, is also much in evidence and
the hero is played by stalwart Ray
Corrigan. Jack Perrin, Yakima Canutt and Duncan Renaldo are other
names to thrill action fans while
the single feminine role is handled
inoffensively by pretty Julia Thayer.
The introductory diaper finds a
wicked Spanish lieutenant governor
enlisting the aid of Indians to forestall the arrival of the U. S. representative, and the second sees the
wagon train surrounded by ivild savages until a mysterious rider on a
painted horse arrives and calls them
off. The story has excellent exploitation possibilities and suggests numerous tieups.

18 Minutes

Produced with all the care and attention
usually reserved for feature-length pictures, this Technicolor short merits marquee billing in many spots principally because of an appealing performance by
youthful Sybil Jason. The tiny player is
supported by a star-studded cast that includes most of the actors on the Warner
contract roster, among them Bette Davis,
Edward G. Robinson, Hugh Herbert and
BOXOFFICE

:: June

Party
21 Minutes

Star names galore, elaborate sets, numerous exploitation possibilities, dancing,
singing and even an attempt at comedy
are among the outstanding features of this
musical revue in Technicolor. However,
even an abundance of talent such as this
does not always guarantee entertainment,
especially if the material provided is of
the makeshift variety. Elissa Landi, as hostess, introduces “a world-famous magician”
in the person of Charlie Chase who, in
turn, evolves out of thin air such celebrities
as Clark Gable, Joan Bennett, Freddie Bartholomew, Joe E. Brown, Anna May Wong,
Leon Janney and others, who do little
more than take a bow. More successful
are Joe Morrison, who sings “South Sea
Island Magic” in pleasing fashion, Sunny
O’Dea, who contributes a soft shoe dance
and A1 Lyons and his Cocoanut Grove orchestra in rhythm specialties. Relying on
its array of marquee names and overlooking its shortcomings, this novelty could
serve as a second feature on the average
double bill.

Shoes With Rhythm
Universal

lO Minutes

Taking a group of unrelated variety
turns and attempting to give their specialties some continuity by employing a semblance of a story background has been
rather successful in this short. Although
the actors are not always ideal screen
types all are talented in their own particular line. Outstanding is Frances Williams,
blues singer, who can still put over a song
number to perfection. She and Billy Reed
play partners in a shoe shop who stir up
some business by attracting passersby with
rhythm. The first girl buys a pair of shoes
and then does a tap dance, a ballroom team
displays beautiful shoes during their graceful routine, etc. A snappy short with considerable originality.

<oci3>'

Vitaphone

A Day at Santa Anita
Vitaphone

Hollywood
M-G-M

others. These players are seen in the
stands during the exciting race which
brings the short to close with a bona fide
thrill. The sentimental story tells of little
Peaches whose father, a trainer, is killed
on the eve of the $100,000 Santa Anita
Handicap. Peaches, who has been accustomed to spurring her horse on to victory,
is taken into custody by the Society for
Protection of Children but a friendly society woman drives her back to the ti’ack
in time to urge her horse on to victory.

Pictorial Revue

Vitaphone
10 Minutes
, No. 9
Several of the subjects incorporated in
this issue are educational as well as interesting. The final sequence, filmed in
natural color and displaying the latest
fashions in women’s bathing suits, will entertain the male members of the audience
but inspire the ladies to spend some hardearned money on a new beach ensemble.
Other sequences picture a runner attached
to automobile wheels to prevent skidding,
a bullet-proof suit, odd accidents about
the house as reported by insurance investigators and every step in the manufacture of men’s hats from the coarse rabbit
fur to the smooth finished article.

12, 1937.
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Special Plugging Aids
Short Subject Revivals
New York — Lou S. Hart, manager of
the Beacon Theatre, Port Washington, N.
Y., a Skouras operation, is convinced that
revivais of worthwhiie shorts, given speciai
piugging, are doiiars at the boxoffice.

“If this may be true of features it strikes
me that the same may be true of short subjects. There are many short subjects that
can bear repeating and result in getting
a few extra dollars at the boxoffice. A
notable example of this was the recent

“We here have high hopes that this
series of golf shorts is going to add ‘Pennies From Heaven’ to the dollars that our
regular program gets us. Logically there
is every reason why they should.”
Manager Hart sent a letter to surrounding golf clubs and other organizations calling attention to the Bobby Jones revival
at his theatre. They were shown on a
basis of one a week, Sunday to Tuesday
inclusive, for a period of 12 weeks.

novel institutional layout featured the front page of the program
of the Skouras Nemo Theatre in
New York City recently. It proved
a real attention-getter .

Pictures

trophy

doing

will be

most

toward

awarded
the

de-

DIFFERENT

AD COPY
"MAKE

WAY"

New York — Attention-compelling ads,
lacking the usual pictures or art work and
concentrating on a different type of selling
copy, heralded the opening of Paramount’s
“Make Way for Tomorrow” at the Criterion
Theatre here.
Realizing

that

the featured

players,

all

prominent character actors, lacked powerful drawing power, the theatre management staged a new type of selling campaign. Copy in one advance ad headed “An
Honest Confession!” went on to say:
“Frankly we don’t know how to tell you
about the picture which is coming to our
theatre Saturday. If we had the job of
describing Beethoven’s Ninth
or any other great emotional

Symphony
experience

in this amount of space, we’d be equally
at a loss.” This was followed by an excerpt from a west coast review.
“Is Old Age a Crime?” in letters two and
one-half inches high made the reader pause
and read the copy in an ad that followed
which

find

the

answer

new

type

of con-

proved able to identify “Top of the Town”
buildings in a series of air photos of Rochester.
Another

PLUGS

N. Y. — A

test on Universal’s “Top of the Town”
was planted with two local papers by W.
W. Risley, manager of the RKO Palace
here, the stunt entailing giving cash and
ticket prizes to readers of the paper who

“You’ll

28

CONTEST

ONYork"GIRLS
CAN PLAY"
— The Loren Murchison-Co-

New
lumbia

Rochester,

This

appropriate,”

letter.

EXHIBITOR

"TOP OF THE TOWN"
IDENTITY CONTEST

used small story-pictures and captions describing some of the poignant
scenes in the film. Final frame stated

said in his form

Subsequent ads compared the picture to
Way for Tomorrow.’ ”
“Over the Hill” and “Stella Dallas,” great
human interest films of the silent days.

Trade paper editors will decide the winner of the award. The contest ends November 1.

“With the beginning of the new season
we feel that the revival of these shorts is
Hart

heart, ‘Make

figure of a girl attired in shorts and swinging a bat.

’Three Little Pigs.’ Many a theatre played
this short again and again and while this
may have been an exceptional case there
are still any number of the filler-ins that
can be used to advantage.

“The Jones shorts are a little over five
years old. To the man or woman interested in golf they are the tops. To the
people not interested in golf they are darn
good entertainment including as they do
many of their favorite stars in the cast
along with Jones. We know of no instance
where they have been brought back and we
wonder why. These shorts, of all, can
bear repeating for they are really the most
interesting set of reels from the standpoint
of entertainment — instructive and educational— that we can get hold of.

of the human

The competition, which is sanctioned by
the Amateur Softball Assn., is open to
every exhibitor in the United States and
Canada. The picture is the first to feature
and further softball as a national sport.
The National Sporting Goods Assn, is
advising every dealer to cooperate closely
with exhibitors in putting over campaigns,
tieing in with plans for national softball
promotion. The trophy is a small metal

bad picture, coming through with the present crop, to get us out of a tough run of
shows.

“We have completed arrangements for
the revival of the Bobby Jones series of
golf shorts. Our theatre is in the middle
of a thriving horde of golf courses. There
are 32 of them, to be exact, in an area of
10 miles around the theatre. That means
there are thousands of addicts of the game
living around us.

glorious drama

SHOWMEN

velopment of girls’ softball, in conjunction
with the exploitation on “Girls Can Play,”
Columbia feature scheduled for July release.

when you’re in a tough spot, to get out of
a hole,” he said. “We think nothing of
booking a revival to take the place of a

Beacon Theatre just picked
air that can mean beaucoup
boxoffice in a situation that
ours.

PRACTICAL

the exhibitor

“It has been common practice in our
business to resort to a good oid standby,

“We at the
one out of the
dollars to the
approximates

BY

in Paramount’s

stunt

on the same

picture

was

employed by Sam Torgan, manager of the
RKO Keith, Lowell, Mass., to good effect
by sending a stilt walker around the town
in advance of the opening. The ballyhoo
carried a portable phonograph amplifying
system which played music from the picture, and the stilt walker also gave vocal
plugs and was bannered with signs.

Real Showmanship Is
Vital During Summer
New York — Says The Forward, organ of the Skouras Theatres in New
York: “There is no time on the
calendar when the real shoioman can
let up for an instant. But, of all
times, NOW

presents a situation when

every showman is forced — with his
back against the wall — to pull himself together, to grasp everything he’s
got, resurrect every good idea he can
recall and take the controls of his
theatre

to pilot it through

the dan-

gerous days of hot weather.”
BOXOFFICE

:: June

12, 1937.

P R A C T I C A L

ID E A S

BY

Selling Seati
MANY TIEUPS AID
"SHALL WE DANCE" NUGGETS

PRACTICAL

Teaser Campaign

SHOWMEN

Richmond,

Sells "Go-Getter"

New York — An original teaser campaign
was employed by the Criterion Theatre
here in stirring up interest prior to the
opening of WB’s “The Go-Getter.’’ The
first few days ads in the newspapers omitted mention of theatre, date or players but
concentrated instead on catchlines such as
“What is a GO-GETTER? He lives as every man wants to live! He loves as every
woman wants to be loved!’’ or “Wait —
Don’t ask your girl to marry you, don’t
marry her if she asks you until you’ve had
a chance to see THE GO-GETTER.’’
A page-high, two column ad on the opening day attracted the most attention from
casual newspaper readers. Spotted on the
real estate page, the copy was headed by
“Are You a Go-GETTER?” and contained
a list of 10 questions, each containing three
answers with only one correct. Readers
were asked to check the correct answer,
count ten points for each and if the score
was 90-100, the player was a Go-Getter.
The catch was that the bottom of the

Va. — The

Byrd

Theatre

here

put on an intensive campaign for RKO’s
“Shall We Dance.” Special advance stories
and pictures in both papers started the ball
rolling, followed by classified contest in
News Leader, netting 40 inches opening
day and 21 inches five more days, in addition to mentioning the picture 100 times
in the want ads. The Times Dispatch
classified ad department ran a three-day
“Dance Remembrance” contest with scenes
from three of the earlier Astaire -Rogers
pictures. Paper used about 200 inches of
display space on this contest.
Irving Jaffee, former Olympic champion
skater in town representing a skate company, made a double-column story and
interview on sports page tying in with the
skating scene from the picture. Grocery
chain purchased several thousand pairs
of skates and ran ads in both paper tying
in with the picture and used displays in
all stores which were furnished by the
papers with scenes from the picture. In
return the theatre gave stores lobby display.

ad contained the line “For Correct Answers
See George Brent and Anita Louise in
‘The Go Getter’ opening today at the Criterion Theatre.”

CONTEST

certain to arouse the interest of housewives it is a cooking or recipe contest.
For the engagement of M-G-M’s “The
Good Earth” at the National Theatre here,
Norman W. Pyle, who handled the roadshow, placed a contest in a local paper the
rules of which were to write a letter of 150

BOXOFFICE

June

12, 1937.

York sports writers attended a spe-

cial performance
WB’s ‘‘Kid
on tickets
specially ofpatterned
afterGalahad”
regular
fight ducats by S. Charles Einstein. This
mfluential set of the ‘‘Fourth Estate” helped sell the picture prior to its showing at
the New York Strand.

•
The social angle of Paramount’s “Make
Way for Tomorrow,” dealing with parentchild relationship, was the basis of newspaper essay contests carried out by Lou
Schaefer of New Haven. Typical topic
was: “Are parents entitled to tell their
children how to live their lives?” Prizes
of $25, $15 and $10 and 20 pairs of tickets
were given winners.

the lattice, which is painted white, with it’s
irregular wavy bottom and the cool blue
and white lettering, not 07ily causes the
passerby to stop and look, but creates a
cooling effect that brings them m.

words or less on “Rice — a favorite food
from the good earth.”
Readers were told to see “The Good
Earth” at the National to learn about the
production of rice and give their own opinion of rice as a modern food. Entries were
to be mailed to the Rice Good Earth Contest Corner, Woman’s Page, Washington
Herald, and the winner was announced before the end of the run.

part of his campaign on “A Star Is Born.”
Special permission had to be obtained from
the city for the stunt. Russell also placed
three-foot blowups of Janet Gaynor and
Fredric March on his theatre front, the
entire campaign concentrating on the Hollywood star angle.

•

New

compo displays announcing the theatre’s
cooling system, Herb Goldberg, manager of
the Isis Theatre, Kansas City, has a unique
and effective method of utilizing his theatre marquee for this purpose. This consists of a special valance inade up of lattice
on which letters announcing the cooluig
system are mounted. The open effect of

EARTH"

El Paso, Tex. — Whitewashed stencil
stars, two feet in diameter, were planted
on important street corners leading to the
Ellany Theatre here by Charles Russell as

one placarded, “I’m the Prince,” and the
other, “I’m the Pauper.”

•

D. C. — If there is one thing

Stencil Star Stunt

banners announcing the picture’s coming
were carried on street cars, automobiles
toured the city plugging the picture, and
two boys, about 11, while not looking any
too much like twins, walked the streets,

Di place of the usual silk valances or

ON RICE

FOR "GOOD
Washington,

■^^ATERTOWN,
Conn.,Hy was
duly informed by Manager
Gordon
of the
Avon that FN’s “The Prince and the Pauper” was coming to town. Display tieups
were effected with department stores, large

AAA

COOPERATES
"DEVIL

New

York — With

IS DRIVING"
its theme

safe-driving campaign

Suggested by H. M. Addison, Loew’s
northeastern division manager, the
above idea has been adopted at all
Loew houses in that area. The above
shot loas taken at Loew’s Rochester
Theatre. The book is lor the C07iveiiience of patrons who wish to communicate with other patrons. Blank
pages are provided daily. This display
was executed by Lester Pollock, manager, who testifies that it creates considerable interest and that a surprising
number of patrons leave messages for
their friends.

FOR

which

the current

is sweeping

the country, Columbia’s “Devil Is Driving” has had the wholehearted endorsement of Burton A. Marsh, safety and traffic engineering department director of the
American Automobile Association, commonly known to motorists as the AAA,
which will work to the benefit of exhibitors booking the picture.
Marsh has had special letters written
to the 1,000 automobile clubs composing the
organization and in his communication to
club executives has instructed them to cooperate to the fullest with local exhibitors
and publicity men in exploiting the picture.
Approximately 500 clubs in the association feature club publications circulated
among members and these are being con29
tacted by Columbia Pictures with publicity.

"Turn Off the Moon" Outshines All Others
(Average Is 100%)

BOSTON

Boston — Cafe Metropole (20th-Fox); You Can’t
Buy Luck (RKO)
75
Fenway — Make
Way
for Tomorrow
(Para);
Step lavely, Jeeves (Univ)
110
Memorial — This Is My Affair (20th-Fox); Oh,
Doctor (Univ)
100
Metropolitan — I Met Him in Paris (Para), plus
stage show
95
Orpheum — Woman
Chases Man (UA); I Promise
to Pay (Col)
80
Paramount — Same as Fenway
115
State — Same as Orpheum
75

CHARLOTTE

Top Hits of the Week
Turn

Off

wk.

100
115
105
105
.105

A Star Is Born (dual) — Milwaukee

150

Metropole

CINCINNATI

(20th-Fox),

110
125
100
100
110
held

119

Allen— Shall

We

Dance (RKO). 2d wk
Hippidrome — Kid Galaha<l (WB)
Palace — The Go-Getter (WB): plus stage
State— I Met Him in Paris (Para)
Stillman — The Good Old Soak (M-G-M)

110
120
sliow. 80
110
80

Galahad — New
Is My

Capitol — Murder Goes to College (Para)
Capitol — King of Hockey (WB)
Majestic — This Is My Affair (20th-Fox)
Melba — (Juality Street (RKO)
Palace — Borneo and -Juliet (M-G-M)
Tower — Shall We Dance (RKO), 3d wk

Waikiki
land. Ore.

Denver— This Is My Affair ( 20th-Fox ) . . .
Orpheum — Borneo and -Juliet (M-G-M);
Nobody’s Baby (M-G-M)
Paramount — Let’s Get .Married (Col); Trouble
in Morocco (Col)

Fox — This Is My
Affair (20th-Fox), stage
show
Madison — A Star Is Born (UA), 2d wk
Michigan — The Go-Getter (WB), stage show...
Palms-State — Espionage (M-G-M);
Way
Out
IVest (M-G-M)
United Artists — Kid Galahad (WB)

wk.

W e Dance,
at

Newman — The

3rd

135

of

two-a-day

d.t.

wk.
wk.

at
of

Go-tietter

Tower — As (iood as
show
Uptown — Night Key
(Univ)

wk.

(WB);

(Univ);

Oh,

Dallas;

125

Garden — Viddle

Hollywood — Same
as Downtown
Pantages — Same as Hillstreet
Paramount — 'rurii Off the .Moon
Tomlin in person. 2d wk
State — Same
as Chinese

Radio City Music Hall — This Is My Affair
(20th-Fox), stage show
Rialto — Behind the Hemllines (RKO)
Rivoli — The Hit Parade (Rep)
Pkoxy — Wings Over Honolulu (Univ), stage
show

110
105
95
110

Strand

135

- Kid

stage

100
110
130
105
100

80
85
80
80
85
85
75
75

85
80
75
80
105

O’Hal-

(Univ);

Let

(Para);

/ ■ ■ *
Pinky

95

Fiddle

SALT LAKE

SAN
100
125
105

Strand — ('afe Metropole f20th-Fox); Song of
the City (M-G-M)
90
Warner —A Star Is Born (UA); Penrod and
Stun (FN)
150
Wisconsin — Fifty Roa<ls to Town (20th-Fox) ;
Charlie Chan at the Olympics (20th-Fox) .... 80

MINNEAPOLIS
Aster — Bulldog Drummond
Escapes (Para);
Penrod and Sam
(Para)
Century — Romeo
and Juliet (M-G-M)
Minnesota — A Star Is Born (UA)
Orpheum — Good Old Soak (M-G-M)
State — That Man’s Here Again (FN);
night Taxi (20th-Fox)
World — Love From
a Stranger (UA)

NEW

^
Mid-

Fox — Kid

Galahad

105

110

95
260

ORE.
105
110
110
115
115
125

CITY

90
80
80

HAVEN

60
65
85
85

Charlie

Chan

at the

SEATTLE
Blue

Mouse — Cafe Metropole (20th-Fox); Midnight Taxi (20th-Fox), 3d wk
Fifth Avenue — I Met Him in Paris (Para); Her
Husband
Lies (Para)
Liberty — A Star Is Born (UA), 4th wk
Music Box — They (iave Him a Gun (M-G-M);
Nobody’s Baby (M-G-M), 2d wk
Orpheum — Kid (iaiahad (WB); Oh, Doctor
(ITniv)
Palomar — Men in Exile (FN); stage show
Paramount — The Go-(ietter (WB);
Angel’s
Holiday (20th-Fox)

105
115
110
110
110
115
llO

WASHINGTON
Capitol — Good
show

ORLEANS

FRANCISCO
(WB);

OI.Mnpies (20th-Fox)
110
Geary — k'aptains Cmirageous (M-G-M);
roadshow
85
Golden Gate— Shall We Dance (RKO), 2d wk.;
stage, vaudeville
85
Orpheum — League of Frightened Men (Col);
Speed to Spare (Col)
70
Paramount — They (iave Him a Gun (M-G-M);
.Melody for Two
(WB)
85
St, Francis — (’afe Metropole (20th-Fox); Mountain Justice (FN). 2d d. t. wk
85
United Artists — Star Is Born (UA), 4th wk. ... 90
Warfield — Turn Off the Moon
(Para); Two
Wise Maids (Rep)
70

80
90
175

College — Charlie ('ban at the Olympics (20thFox; Nobody’s liaby (M-G-M)
70
Loew’s Poll — They Gave Him a Giin (M-G-M);
Thunder in the City (Col)
105
Paramount — Make
Way
f<»r Tomorrow
(Para);
Oh, Doctor (Univ)
80
Roger Sherman — Kid Cialahad (WB);
That
Man’s Here Again (FN), 8 days
130

Center — Hit Parade (Rep)
Globe — Playtime (M-G-M). revival
Liberty — ^Prince and the Pauper (FN)
Orpheum — Kid Galahad
(WB)

50

Capitol — I Met Him
in Paris (Para); Time
Out for Roiiianee (20th-Fox)
115
Orpheum — Case <it the Stuttering Bishop
(WB); Kid (iaiahad (WB)
110
Paramount — Parnell (M-G-M)
120
Studio— This Is My Affair (20th-Fox), 2d d. t.
wk
110

(Spliinx);

Way
Out West (M-G-M)
Palace — <ir«>o(l Old S<iak (M-G-M); The 13th
Chair (M-G-M)
Riverside — Let’s (iet Married (Col); stage
show

NEW
135

His

(WB)

Orpheum — Woman
I Love (RKO);
(’all It a
Day (WB)
Paramount — Wake
and Live (20th-Fox);
I Promise to Pay (Col). 2d wk
United Artists — A Star Is Born (UA)

MILWAUKEE
With

Galahad

Blue Mouse — Maikiki Wedding (Para); Parole
Racket (Col), 7th d. t. wk
Broadway — Beloved Enemy
(UA); Pick a
Star (M-G-M)
Mayfair — RomaiU'c and Riches (GN); Jim
Hanvey, Detective (Rep)

; AiigelS

; Michael

Married

85
75

100

PORTLAND,
title)

ANGELES

(WB)

80
75

OMAHA

Doctor

(20th-Fox)

65
110
50
100

Globe — Lost Horizon (Col), 13th wk. of twoa-day
Little Carnegie — Under the Red R<d)o (20thFox)
Paramount — Turn Off the Moon (Para), stage
show, 2d wk

Buried

(Univ);

(Para),

Brandcis — The Hit Parade (Rep); Outcasts of
Poker Flat (RKO)
Omaha — Romeo
and Juliet (M-G-M), 7 days:
Melody for Tao (WB). 4 days; B<)rn to Dance
(Para). 1 day revival; After the Thin Man
(M-G-M).
1
day
revival; San
Francisco
(M-G-M). 1 day revival
Orpheum — Turn Off the Moon
(Para), plus
stage show

Artists,
Seattle;

orig.

120

CITY

Tra<*y serial
Way for Tomorrow

Poittwo-a-

at Tower.

Courage

Marrie<l

LOS

at

Washington.

( Draegerman’s

Hillstreet — As (ioml as
Them
Live (Univ)

CITY

Mainstreet — I .Met Him in Paris (Para)
Midland — They Gave Him a Gun (M-G-M);
AYay Out AYest (M-G-M)

7th

Keith’s,

I.iowntown
— Go-(ietter
loran (Rep)

INDIANAPOLIS
Apollo — Angel’s Holiday (20th-Fox)
Circle — Make
Way
for Tomorrow
(Para)
Indiana — Soldier and the Lady (RKO)
Loew’s — AYcanan Chases Man
(UA)
Lyric — As Good as Marrierl (Univ), plus stage
show

Weddinjr.

100
100
135
90
90
100

DETROIT
Adams — tJiarlie Chan at the Olym|)ics (20thFox) : California Straight .Miearl (Univ)
Cass — I,ost Horizon (Col), roadshow, held
3d wk
Downtown — Slaves in Bondage (SR), held 3d
wk

135

Star Is Born, 4th wk. at United
Francisco: 4th wk. at Liberty,
d.t. wk. in Cincinnati.

Shall
3rd

City

RUNS

wk.

Captains Courag:c*oiis, 4th
day at Astor, New York.

DENVER
Aladdin — tktfe Metropole (20th-Fox), following
week
at the Denver
Broadway — Klephant Boy (UA), following a
week at the Aladdin
Denham — Turn Off the Moon
(Para)

30

York

Affair — Dallas

Chinese — Cafe Metropole
Holiday (2 0th -Fox)

DALLAS

KANSAS

150

Lost Horizon, 13th
Globe. New York.

Ali\e
(WB)

CLEVELAND

episode Dick
Criterion — Make
4th wk

I Met Him in Paris — Kansas City.. 135
Kid

YORK

Astor--Gaptains (’ourageoiis (M-G-M), 4th
wk, of two-a-day
Capitol — Pick a .Star (M-G-M)
Central — (iirl From Se<dland Yard (Para); 14th

(dual) — Los

Angeles

A
San
3rd

Prince and the Pauper (FN)
Capitol — A Star Is Born (UA), 2d d.t. wk
and Juliet (M-G-M)
Keiths — Komeo
Out West (M-G-M)
Lyric — Way
Palace — Woman
Chases Man (UA)

NEW

260

EXTENDED

Albee — The

Live

(stage

175

CHICAGO
Apollo — The Prince and the Pauper (FN),
2d loop wk
Chicago — I Met Him in Paris (Para)
Roosevelt — Kid Galahad
(WB)
Palace — The Hit Parade (Rep)
United Artists— -A Star Is Born (UA), 4th

I’p and

Moon

A Star Is Born — Minneapolis

This

Shubert— Wake
3 days 2d wk

the

show) — Omaha

Cafe

Broadway — Her Husband’s Secretary (FN)....100
Carolina — Personal Property (M-G-M)
85
Imperial — Hit I’arade fRep)
125
Imperial — Way
Out AYest (M-G-M)
125
State — It Happened Out West (20th-Fox)
90
State — Tombstone Canyon (Amity)
120
State — Two Wise Maids (Rep)
100

Saenger — I Met Him in Paris fPara)
St. Charles — Larceny on the Air (Rep); Paradise Kxpress (Rep)
State — They Gave Him a Gun (M-G-M)
Strand —Sitting on the Moon (Rep)
Tudor — Ready, Willing and Able (WB)

Old

Soak

(M-G-M);

stage

Columbia — Wake
Ui> and Live (20th-Fox)
Farle — The (io-Getter (WB);
stage show
Keiths — Shall We Dance (RKO). 3d wk
Metropolitan — Doctor’s Diary (Para)
Palace — Komeo
and Juliet (M-G-M)
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115
120
100
90
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Production

paroling of prisoners and finds that his man Is
the head of the parole board. Paul Kelly. Rosalind Keith, Thurston Hall, Director, C. C. Cole-

Columbia
Criminals cif the Air fOll — Romantic action drama.
A government undercover agent and a girl newspaper reporter accidentally combine forces to
quash the activities of a border smuggling gang.
Rosalind Keith, Charles Quigley, Rita Canslno.
Director, C. C. Coleman jr. (F). April 30, '37.
(7033).
Dangerous Adventure, A
( . . ) — Action drama. When
the daughter of a dead steel magnate takes over
the business she is victimized by unscrupulous
employes, but she and the business are saved by
a fearless foreman. Rosalind Keith. Don Terry,
Nana Bryant. Director, D. Ross Lederman.
(F).
June 4, ’37.
Devil Is Driving, The (61) — Drama.
An unscrupulous attorney, elected district attorney, wages
a safe driving campaign but is disbarred upon
confessing his past dishonesty. This wins him
the girl he loves and an honest job. Richard
Dix, Joan Perry, Frank Wilson. Director, Harry
Lachman.
(F). May 21, ’37. (703.5).
Dodge City Trail (62) — Western. A ranch foreman
breaks up a gang which had refused to release
one of its members, the father of a girl who was
unaware of his criminal activities. Charles Starrett, Marion Weldon, Donald Grayson. Director,
C. C. Coleman jr. (F). Feb. 5, ’37. (70.39)
Fight to the Finish, A
(formerly Taxi War)
(..)
— Action drama.
A brutal taxicab war is ended
when the instigator is trapped by the man
he
caused to be imprisoned for selfish reasons.
Don Terry, Rosalind Keith, George McKay.
Director, C. C. Coleman jr. (F). June 30. ’37.
Frame-Up
(formerly Kight Guy) (59) — Action drama. The chief of a racetrack detective bureau
uncovers a trail of crooked gamblers, bribery,
kidnaping, murder
and blackmail before stopping a scheme
to upset a sweepstakes. Paul
Kelly, Jacqueline Wells, George McKay.
Directtor, D. Ross Lederman.
(F). May 1. ’37. (7036).
Girls Can Play (formerly Fielder’s Field) (..) —
Action drama.
A
newspaper reporter’s infatuation with a girl athlete leads him to an expose of a gang of racketeers. Charles Quigley,
Jacqueline Wells, Rita Hayworth. Director, Lambert Hillyer. (F) June 30, ’37.
I Promise to Pa.v (70) — Action drama. A hapless
clerk finds himself a victim of a loan shark
racket and risks his life to aid In bringing the
leader to justice. Chester Morris, Leo Carrillo.
Helen Mack.
Director, D. Ross Lederman. (F).
It

April 21, ’37. (7013).
<3aii’t Last Forever (formerly With Kind Regards) (..) — Action drama. A press agent tricks
racketeers into a
police net. Ralph Bellamy,
Betty Furness, Robert
Armstrong.
Director,

Hamilton MacFadden.
(F). June 9, ’37.
Law of the Ranger (57) — Western. Two strangers
subdue a gang carrying on a reign of terror in
order to gain control of valuable water rights.
Bob Allen, Elaine Shepard, John Morton. Di(7217).

rector, Spencer F.

Bennet.

(F).

Feb.

26,

’37.

League of Frightened Men
(66) — Mystery drama.
A sleuth goes through a maze of escapades before uncovering the man responsible for a series
of

murders among
members
of a college fraternity. Walter Connolly, Lionel Stander, Irene
Hervey.
Director, Alfred Green.
(F). May
25, ’37. (7017).
Let’s Get Married (68) — Romantic
drama.
The
daughter of a social-climbing politician bolts at
the marriage that has been "fixed” for her and
turns to a meterologist whose weather predictions make him famous.
Ralph Bellamy, Ida
Lupino, Reginald Denny. Director, Alfred (jreen.
(F). Mar. 25, ’37. (7015).
Motor Mad
(62) — Action, drama. Unscrupulous interests intent on having their entry win a speed
boat race try various methods to keep a rival
out

of

the way, but law, order and love prevail. Rosalind Keith, George Meade, George
Ernest. Director, D. Rosa Lederman.
(F). Mar.
20, ’37. (7034).
One Man Justice (formerly Texas Cyclone) (..) —
Western.
A
young cowpuncher
suffering from
amnesia quells a reign of terror started by a
cattle rustling . gang, recovers from his affliction and regains his wife and home.
Charles
Starrett, Barbara Weeks, Hal Taliaferro. Director, Leon Barsha. (F). July 1, ’37.
Parole Racket
(62) — Action drama.
A detective
has himself sent to prison in order to get to the
bottom of a ring responsible for the wholesale

BOXOFFICE

June

reatutei

Number.
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man jr. (F), March 4, ’37. (7027).
Racketeers in Exile (65) — Drama. A minister’s son,
turned big-shot racketeer, returns home.
Although his mob insists on action, the influence
of a childhood sweetheart and his early religious training makes
him reform. George Bancroft, Evelyn Venable, Wynne
Gibson. Director,
Erie Kenton. (F). Mar. 30, ’37. (7016).
Reckless Ranger
(59) — Western. A war between
cattle and sheep men, instigated by a gang of
racketeers, is brought under control when
a
Texas Ranger impersonates his twin brother, a
victim of the feud, thereby gaining the confidence of the gang.
Bob Allen, Louise Small,
Harry Woods.
Director, Spencer Bennet. (F).
May 30. '37. (7215).
Roaring Timber (..) — Action drama.
Undercover
agents seeking to wrest control of a timber company from a girl are subdued by a fearless logging boss. Jack Holt, Grace Bradley, Ruth Donnelly. Director, Phil Rosen. (F). June 12. '37.
Speed to Spare (formerly Racing Luck)
(60) —
Action drama.
The differences of two speedway
the younger one disdrivers are settled when
covers that the other, whose seemingly arbitrary
actions were really for the best, is his brother.
Dorothy Wilson, Charles Quigley. Eddie Nugent.
Director. Lambert
Hillyer. (F). April 15, ’37.
(7035).
Thunder in the City (76) — Comedy drama. A high
pressure American
salesman, fired and told to
go to England to learn about dignified selling
methods,
uses his dynamic
personality and
charming disregard for accepted customs to conquer the inhibitions of the Old World.
Edward
G. Robinson, Lull Deste. Nigel Bruce. Director,
Marion Gering. (F). April 25. '37. (7014).
Trapped (formerly Raiding Guns) ( 65)— Western. In
an effort to avenge his brother’s death, a cowboy accuses a crippled neighbor who
pretends
innocence. When
an attempt is made
on his
life the cowboy, by proving the neighbor’s affliction false, pins the murder on him. Charles
Starrett, Peggy
Stratford, Robert Middlemass.
Director, Leon Barsha. (F). Mar. 5,
’37. (7204).
Trouble in Morocco (65) — Action drama.
A young
couple, rival newspaper reporters, decide
to quit
attempting to scoop each other and get
married
after their adventures almost cost them
their
Uves among Arab gun runners. Jack Holt,
Mae
Clarke, O. Henry
Gordon.
Director
Ernest
Schoedsack. (F). Mar. 27, ’37. (7023).
Two Fisted Sheriff (formerly Shooting
Showdown)
( . . ) — Western. A young sheriff is forced to
convict an innocent friend but manages
to expose
the real culprit. Charles Starrett,
Barbara
Weeks, Bruce Lane. Director, Leon Barsha
(F)

June Gun
15. ’47
Two
Law
(56) —
Western.
The
adopted
son of a bandit who tries to go straight
sets
everything to rights when schemers try
to expose him by
presenting damaging
evidence.
Charles Starrett, Peggy Stratford, Ed Le Saint.
Director, Leon Barsha. (F). April 7, ’37. (7205).
Venus Makes Trouble (59) — Romantic
drama.
A
small-town promoter comes to the big city, almost starves, becomes successful and then is
made the victim of an unscrupulous real estate
operator. But an idea turns a swampland
into
a “dream city” and success again. Janies Dunn,
Director, Gordon
Patricia Ellis, Gene Morgan.
Wiles. (F). May 14, ’37. (7026).
When
You’re in Love (110)— Musical. A foreign
opera star marries an acquaintance so that she
may re-enter this country, and what was meant
to be a business deal turns out as real love.
DiGrace Moore, Cary Grant, Alice MacMahon.
rector, Robert Riskln and Harry Lachman.
(F).
Feb. 27, 37. (7001).
Women
of Glamour
(70) — Drama.
A
wealthy
young painter meets a night club girl and transforrns her Views against the odds of fiance and
family so that she marries him and enters his
world. Virginia Bruce, Melvyn Douglas, Leona
Maricle. Director: Gordon Wiles.
(F). Jan.
28. ’37. (7012).
COMING
Absent

RELEASES:

Without

Leave — Dolly

Haas.

Awful Truth, 'The — Irene Dunne, Cary
Flashing Skates — Charles Quigley, Rita

Grant.

Hayworth.

I.ife Begins With Love — Edith
ker. Douglass Montgomery.

Fellowes,

Lost Horizon — Ronald Colman,
ward Everett Horton.
Onee

a

Park

Avenue

Hero — Richard

Dix,

Joan

Dame — Richard

of

Your

TITLE

Voice — Grace

Jean

Par-

Wyatt.

Ed

Perry.

Alien,

Shootingbara Showdown
— Charles
Weeks.
Sound

Jane

Fay

Starrett

Wray.
and

Bar-

TAKE

RO-

Moore.

CHANGES

MANCE.
Sound of Your

Voice,

changed

to

I'LL

First National
Case of the Stuttering: Bishop^ The (..) — Mystery
drama.
A
private detective hoping to benefit
financially as a result of a manslaughter case is
revealed as the real murderer. Donald Woods,
Ann
Dvorak. Anne
Nagel. Director, William
Clemens. (F). June 5, ’37.
Draegerman
Courage (60) — Drama
of the heroic
work
of rescue squads in the event of mitie
disasters, depicting a recent Nova Scotia cavein. Jean Muir, Barton MacLane, Henry O’Neill
Director, Louis King. (F). May 15. '37.
Kver Since Eve (..) — Romantic comedy.
A writer
with a weakness for blondes gets himself and
his

secretary into a series of scrapes
suing the same
secretary who
has

while purassumed
a

disguise to ward off unwelcome
admirers. Marion Davies, Robert Montgomery,
Frank
McHugh. Director, Lloyd Bacon. (F). July 17, ’37.
Green Light (85) — Drama.
A
young doctor assumes responsibility for a death from an operation to keep above reproach the name
of the
surgeon he worships.
Resigned, he takes uj)
work
to eliminate an epidemic scourage and,
near

death, he is saved by the man
he protected. Errol Flynn, Margaret Lindsay, Anita
Director, Frank
Borzage.
(F). Feb.

Louise.

Her
Secretary (58) — Drama.
A
girl
20, Husband’s
’37.
about to become married asks her fiance to hire
her friend as secretary. The
girl finds her
friend to be disloyal but, in the face of damaging evidence, stands by her husband. Jean Muir,
Beverly Roberts, Warren
Hull. Director, Frank
McDonald.
(F). Mar. 20, ’37.
Little Buckarou, The (58) — Western. Justice comes
to a thriving town when a crusading lawyer who
had been thwarted in staking his land rush
claim
David
15.

pins a murder on the same man
responsible for his loss. Dick Foran, Jane Bryan,
Carlyle. Director, Noel Smith. (F). May

Marked

AVoinan (96) — Action drama.
The organizer of “clip joints” and his ruthless methods,
responsible for a trial of murders and kidnapings, is rubbed out when a group of girls risk
their lives by testifying against him.
Bette
Davis, Humphrey
Bogart, Isabel Jewell. Director, Lloyd Bacon. (A). April 10, ’37.
in Exile (60) — Romantic
drama.
The
intrigues of cunning minds Intent on getting control of a government involve an attempted South
American
revolution, the mystery of an island
inhabited by fleeing criminals, a huge arms and
ammunition
smuggling
plot and
a
romance.

Men

Dick Purcell. June Travis, Alan Baxter. Director. John Villiers Farrow.
(F). April 3. *37.
Mountain
Justice (83) — Drama.
A
young nurse
overcomes the prejudices of her hill-billy folk
and the stigma, of a murder
charge to bring
modern medical science to the mountains. Josephine Hutchinson, George Brent, Guy Kibbee.
Director, Michael Curtiz. (F). April 24. ’37.
Penrod and Sam
(64^ — -Drama. The scrapping sons
of a banker and his employe cause the latter to
be fired. There is forgiveness all around, however, when the juvenile G-Men
headed by the
employe’s son get credit for capturing the bank
robbers. Billy Mauch,
Frank
Craven, Spring
Byington, Director, William McGann.
(F). Feb.
Prince
Pauper, The (115) — Drama.
The
27, ’37.and the
celebrated
Mark
Twain
story of two boys, a
prince child of fortune and a pauper child of
misfortune, both of whom
are made
victims of
adult political intrigue and criminal rapacity.
Mauch

twins.

Errol

Flynn,

rector, William Keighley.

Claude
(F).

May

Rains,
8, '37.

31

Di-

TQatu^Q6

THE

stolen

Holiday (80) — Ivomantic drama. A mannequin is ricocheted to international fame as a
fashion arbiter by an adventurer who, in the
transition, causes her to become involved in a
scandalous financial swindle. She is cleared

and

Gangway — Jessie
Non-Stop

New

accepted by the man
she loves., Kay Francis, Claude Rains, Ian Hunter. Director, Michael

('urtiz. (F). Feb. 6, ’37.
'I’alent S<'Oiit (..) — Romantic
drama.
A
talent
.scout “discovers” an amateur girl singer, raises
her to stardom, and in spite of his own affections puts her happiness first by fostering her
marriage to another.
Donald
Woods,
Jeanne
Madden. Fred Lawrence.
Director, Louis King.
{ F). July 24, ’37.
That Man’s Here Again (60) — Dramatic romance.
A hapless young girl goes through life surmounting numerous obstacles until she finds happiness with the lad that first befriends her. Mary
Maguire, Hugh
Herbert, Tom
Brown.
Director,
T..ouis King.
(F). Apt
17. ’37.
White Bondage (60)— Melodrama.
When
a newspaper reveals that a plantation owner is cheating croppers out of their wages he is threatened
with lynching, but the owner’s daughter saves
him and admits her father’s guilt. Jean Muir,
Gordon
Oliver, Joseph King.
Director; Nick
Grinde.

(F).

COMING
Adventures
erts.

June

of

Fang— Boris
I.egion,

J'irst l.,ady — Kay
(jientleiiian From
Anita Louise.
It’s l.ove I’m
Havilland.
of

Emile

.Mr. l)(»dds
Radio

19, '37.

RELEASES:

Devil’s Saddle
Nagel.

Life

COMPLET

Karloff,

The — Dick

Rob-

Foran,

Anne

Francis. Preston Foster.
Kimberley, The — Warner
After — Leslie

Z<ila, The — Paul

Takes

Beverly

the

Jamboree — Dick

Howard,

Olivia

de

Muni.

Air — Kenny
Foran,

Baxter,

Baker.

Jane

Wyman.

.San (tiientin — Pat O'Brien, Humphrey
Bogart.
Sliglit Case of Murder, A — Edward
G. Robinson.
\arsity

vShow — Fred

Waring,

GB

Dick

Powell.

Pictures

Backstage (70) — Musical. An obscure street singer
is discovered by an equally obscure girl dancer
in a show.
He becomes famous but turns his
cheek to admirers in favor of the dancer. Anna
Neagh?, Arihur Tracy, Tilly Losch.
Director,

are

CHECK-UP

Lee,

Desmond

Tester.

Director, Louise Gasnier, (F). May
29, '37.
(139).
Forever Yours (70) — Drama
with music. The wife
of a famous opera singer is about to elope with
a
former sweetheart but at the last moment
realizes her heart Is bound
to her husband.
Beniamino
Gigli, Joan Gardner. Ivan Brandt.
Director, Stanley Irving. (F). May 15, ’37. (155).
Girl Loves Boy (formerly Two Shall Meet) (70) —
Drama.
The daughter of a widowed seamstress
provides the wholesome
influence that redeems
from his evil ways. Eric
Roger Imhoff. Director,

Duncan
Mansfield. (F) Mar. 20, ’37. (124)
(hiUl Racket, The (65) — Action drama.
A federa\
agent and his wife assume disguises to obtain
the evidence that convicts a
gang
of gold
smugglers. Conrad Nagel, Eleanor Hunt, Fuzzy
Knight. Director, Louis J. Gasiner. (F). April
10. '37. (138).
Hittin* the Trail (62) — Western. The head of a
horse-rustling gang
uses an innocent cowboy
as a “front” to
but the cowboy

frame a wealthy ranch-owner,
rights matters and gets the

April of30.the
’37.Sea (49) — Adventure. The undersea
Killers
encounters of Capt. Wallace Casewell In his determination to make the Gulf of Mexico a safer
body (135).
of water. Lowell Thomas.
(F). May
8.
’37.
L<>ve Takes Flight (..)- — Romantic
drama.
A
plane hostess in love with a pilot turns down a
film contract, but a woman
star puts the pilot
in

pictures, and makes
him famous.
Eventually he returns to his first love. Bruce Cabot,

Beatrice

Roberts,

John

Sheehan.

Director,

Con-

Herbert Wilcox. (F) Mar. 15. ’37. (3614)
Everyl)ody Dance
(75)— Farce
with
music.
A
night club queen gets into a series of complications when she assumes the role of a lady

rad Nagel. (F). Aug. 13, ’37.
Navy Spy (62) — Action drama.
A federal investigator risks his life to save the girl who supplies the clue that helps him locate a missing
navy man. inventor of a valuable fuel. Conrad
Nagel, Eleanor Hunt. Judith Allen. Director.

farmer to play hostess to he-r sister’s children.
Cicely Courtneidge, Ernest Truex, Percy Parsons. Director. Charles Reisner. (F). Feb. 15,
■37. (3613).
Head Over Heels in l.,ove (81) — Romantic musical.
A
cabaret singer, reduced to poverty, chooses
tlie man
she has scorned for another. Jessie

Crane Wilbur. (F). Mar. 27. ’37. (137).
Riders of the Rookies (..) — Western.
A
trio of
cowboys who befriend a girl working as an entertainer are aided In tracking a gang of rustlers when the girl reveals herself as a disguised
government
agent. Tex Ritter, Louis Stanley,
Charles King.
Director, Robert Bradbury. (F).

Matthews, Louis Borell. Robert Flemyng, Whitney Bourne. Director. Sonny Hale. (F). Feb.
20. '37. (3604).
King Solomon’s Mines (..) — Adventure.
of an expedition in search of a rich

Members
diamond

mine convince opposing natives of their supernatural powers w'hen an eclipse of the moon
comes to their aid. Cedric Hardwicke, Anna
Lee. Roland Young.
Director, Robert Stevenson.
(F). April 15. ’37. (3618).
Silent Barriers (100) — Drama,
of the perils and
hazards which threatened abandonment
of the
building of the Canadian
Pacific railroad, an
amazing engineering feat. Barry Mackay. Antionette Cellier, Roy Emerton.
Director. Milton
Rosmer.
(F). Apr. 1. ’37. (3608).
Talk of the Devil (76) — Melodrama.
A man posing
as the brother of an upright shipbuilder frames
him but is exposed by another, who is in love
with the shipbuilder’s ward, through his ability
to mimic voices. Ricardo Cortez. Sally Filers,
Basil Sydney. Director, Carol Reed. (F). June
1. ’37. (3607).
Tenth Man, The (65) — Drama.
A shrewd politican. using his position to further underhanded
financial interests and
who
believes himself
mentally superior to all mankind,
meets his
equal for an inglorious end. John Lodge, Antionette Cellier. Athole Stewart. Director: Brian
Desmond
Hurst. (F). May 15, '37. (3622).
Vnu’re in the Army
Now
(83) — Comedy
drama.
By a chain of circumstances a smalltime racketeer is forced to live up to the traditions of
the British army, makes good, and dies a hero.
Wallace Ford, John Mills, Anna Lee. Director,
Raoul

Walsh.
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RELEASES:

C’andles — Nova

S.v n —George

Arliss,

July 2. ’37.
Rornauoe
and
young
make
wrong,
poorer

Pilbeam.
Lee.

Riches

(65) — Romantic

drama.

A

millionaire, told he’s not man
enough to
his own
way, proves his advisors are
besides reh‘=»bllltating
classes. Cary Grant,

Cawthorne.
Director,
27. '37. (153)
Shadow

Alfred

the life among
the
Mary Brian, Peter
Z^iister

^F>

Feb

Strikes, The (..) — Mystery drama. A safecracker is forced to masquerade
as the attorney he was about to rob, but in doing so untangles a series of murders
and receives the

attorney’s approbation.
Anders. W^alter McGrail.

Rod
LaRoeque.
Lynn
Director, Lynn Shores.

(F). July 9. ’37.
Sing (’owhoy Sing (..) — Musical Western. A range
rider is framed by a racketeer for interfering
with his activities, but the rider escapes jail
and exposes his accuser. Tex Ritter. Louise
Stanley, A1 St. John.
Director, R. N. Bradbury. (F). May 22. ’37. (145).
Town
Boy (..) — Comedy.
A timid life insurance agent about to lose his job finds $1,000,
is skyrocketed to fame by the papers, but flops
badly when the money turns out to be fake. It

Small

all

gives him new confidence, a wife and success. Stuart Erwin, Joyce Compton, Jed Prouty,

Director, Glenn Ttyon. (F). July 30. ’37.
Sweetheart of the Navy (..) — Romantic drama. A
sailor jeopardizes an appointment to Annapolis
by getting into a fight on which the winning
bets are used to clear up the deficit on a cabaret run by a girl. Eric Linden, Cecilia Parker,
Roger Imhof.
Director, Duncan
Mansfield. (F).
June 25, '37.
Trouble in Texas (62) — Western.
A
tainer wins the prize in a rodeo
to
Tex

Anna

Who

R.
23V^

cowboy enterbut is forced

clean

up the gang attempting to apply racketeering methods to the affair before collecting.
Ritter. Rita Cansino, Earl Dwire. Director.

N. Bradbury.
tF) Feb. 27. '37. (148)
Hours Leave (75) — Action drama.
A cocksure army rookie bets he’ll have breakfast with

accidentally

discovers

some

spies,

Dared (85) — Drama.
Against a background of Czarist Russia and political intrigue
of a woman
faced with the dilemma of

confessing her own lack of virtue or of sending a man
to death. Anna
Sten, Henry Wilcoxon, Viola Keats.
Director, Eugen
Frenke.
(A).

May

8. ’37.

COMING
Alias
Boots
Death

(113).

RELEASES

Blackie

:

Burke — Ken

of Destiny — Ken
Takes a Cruise.

Dynamite — James

Maynard.

Maynard,

Claudia

Gorgeous — Anna
Government
tiraiid

Dell.

Cagney.

Face the Facts — Stuart Erwin.
Frontier Town — Tex Ritter.
strong.
Girl Said No, The — Irene Hervey,

Robert

Arm-

Eleanor

Hunt.

Sten.

Agent — Conrad

Nagel,

Canyon—

Honolulu

Honeymoon —

King of the Sierras —
Fainter in the Sky —
Fhoto Finish.
Something
Spy

to Sing

About — James

of Napoleon — Richard

ranchowner’s daughter. Tex Ritter, Jerry Bergh,
Tommy
Bupp.
Director, R. N. Bradbury.
(F).
March 20. ’37. (149)
Juggernaut (65) — Drama. An eccentric scientist is
led into a murder plot by a scheming wife, in
order that he may
continue his experiments to
benefit humanity.
Boris Karloff, Mona
Goya.
Joan Wyndham.
Director, Henry Edwards. (A).

He

RELEASES

becomes a hero, wins the general’s daughter and
’37. bet.
(103).James Ellison, Terry Walker, Morgan
the
Hill. Director, John G. Blystone. (F). Mar. 27.

it tells

his sister’s life is threatened.
Eleanor Hunt. Vince Barnett.

a friend’s wayward
son
Linden, Cecilia Parker,

CURRENT

Two

National

Alarm (formerly Marked
Money) (63) — Action drama. A murder, robbery and kidnapping
solved by a G-man
and a girl newspaper

reporter when
Conrad
Nagel,

ON

the general.

Matthews.

York — Anna

Grand
Bunk

E

Cagney.

Barthelmess,

Dolly

Haas.

Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer
Between
Two
Women
( . . )— Drama.
Social and
Ijolitical intrigue involving an ambitious interne,
another with sadistic tendencies, an abused nurse
and a rich woman
patient leaves a trail of misery and unhappiness. Franchot Tone, Maureen
O'Sullivan, Virginia Bruce.
Director, George
Seitz. (F). July 9. ’37.
Broadway
Melody of 19.'58 ( . . ) — Musical comedy.
A race horse, a woman
"angel,” a young playwriglit-producer, a
girl dancer and a
barber
figure in a series of complications before everyone is made
happy.
Robert Taylor, Eleanor
Powell, Binnie Barnes, Buddy
Ebsen, Sophie
Tucker. Director, Roy del Ruth. (F), July 23,
37.
Captains Courageous (125) — Drama.
A millionaire’s
spoiled son seeks solace with his father after
the fisherman, who taught him about tlie real
things in life, is drowned. Freddie Bartholomew.
Spencer Tracy, Lionel Barrymore. Director, Victor Fleming. (F). July 25, ’37. (717).
Day at the Kaees, A
(..) — Comedy.
The plot to
gain control of a sanitarium is foiled by a new
director, in reality a horse doctor, a jockey, an
ice-crearn vendor and a horse. Marx Bros., Allan Jones, Esther Muir. Director, Sam
Wood,
(F). June 11, ’37. (73))).
Emperor’s Candlestieks, The ( . . ) — Drama.
International intrigue, wherein a Viennese nobleman,
a
countess, a
pair of mysterious candlesticks,
stolen jewels and a transcontinental chase figure
in tire conspiracy. William Powell. Luise Rainer,
Director,
(733).

George

Fitzmaurice.

(F).

July

2. ’37.

Espionage (62) — Mystery drama.
Rival man
and
woman
reporters following a munitions magnate
for a
story, fall into plenty of trouble, get
scooped in the bargain, but find love instead.
Edmund
Lowe. Madge
Evans, Paul Lukas. Director, Kurt Neumann.
(F). Feb. 26, ’37. (723).
Family Affair. A
(68) — Drama.
A judge with a
spotless reputation succeeds iu averting a false
attack upon him by a
blackmailer, who
also
planned to convert a lucrative building project
to his own
means, which would have further
reflected upon the judge. Lionel Barrymore,
Spring
Byington,
Cecilia Parker.
Director,
George Seitz. (F). Mar. 12, ’37. (6.32).
Good Old .Soak (67) — Drama.
A
retired business
man, wrongly accused and
about to shoulder
the blame for a family disgrace, is exonerated
when
his son confesses causing the rift. Wallace Beery, Janet Beecher, Una Merkel. Director, J. Walter Ruben. (F). April 23, ’37. (728).
l-ast of Mrs. Cheyney. The (98) — Comedy
drama.
A woman
who is accepted by an exclusive English
set is swamped
with marriage proposals. Altliough she is discovered to be a thief one of her
admirers persuades her to i>e his wife. Joan
Crawford, William Powell, Robert Montgomery.
Iiirector, R. Boleslawski. (F). Feb. 19, ’37. (719).
.Miiniu Steps Out (71) — Comedy.
A
rich manufacturer, his culture-mad wife and
romantic
more than they had aimed for tliat home looked
daughter tour Europe until each get so much
lietter than ever. Guy
Kibbee, Alice Brady,
Betty Furness. Director, George B. Seitz. (F).
Feb. .5, ’37. (721).
.Maytlme (134) — Operetta. A great opera star, now
old. tells the story of her life to a pair of quarrelsome lovers, setting them on the road to happiness. Jeanette MacDonald. Nelson Eddy, John
Barrymore.
Director. Robert Z. Leonard. (F).
Mar. 26. ’37. (720).
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Married Before Breakfast (..) — Comedy.
A young
inventor, suddenly enriched, goes berserk with a
young lady of chance acquaintance, and discovers
she’s the girl for him although he was engaged
to another. Robert Toung, Florence Rice, Barnett Parker. Director, E. L. Marin. (F). June
18, '37. (736).
Night Must Fall (115) — Mystery drama. The emotional turmoil of a girl in love with and under
the influence of an egomaniac, despite the fact
she knows him to be a murderer. Robert Montgomery, Rosalind Russell, Dame
May
Whitty.
Director,
(737).
Nobody’s

Richard

Thorpe.

(A).

April

30,

’37.

Baby
(69) — Comedy.
Two
nurses attempt to shield an expectant mother, whose

husband, a
famous
dancer, didn’t want
the
world to know
he was married.
Patsy Kelly,
Lyda
Robert!, Lynne Overman.
Director, Gus
Meins. (F). April 23. ’37. (729).
Parnell (..) — Drama.
The head of an Irish party
is forced to resign over the scandal provoked by
his

iove

for the wife of one of his disloyal followers. Their marriage plans are cut short
when he dies. Clark Gable, Myrna Loy, Edna
May Oliver. Director, John Stahl. (F). June 4,
’37. (722).
I’ersonal Property (88) — Romantic drama. An exconvict is urged by his brother to leave town.
He does under protest but returns in time to stop
the latter’s marriage to the wrong girl — taking
her for himself. Jean Harlow, Robert Taylor.
Reginald Owen. Director, W. S. Van Dyke. (F).
Mar. 19, ’37. (725).
country girl sucA
Pick a Star (78) — Comedy.
cessfully crashes the gates of Hollywood, although beset by the machinations of a promoter
Patsy Kelly, Jack
who skips with her money.
Haley Rosina Lawrence. Director, Edward Sedg-

wick. ' (F). May 21. ’37. (735).
Fate throws a
Drama.
Song of the City (68) —
a
penniless scion of society, about to marry
a group of fishermillionaire divorcee, among
differsocial
and
ng
racketeeri
men. Intrigue,
ences fail to halt his love and marriage to a
Norris. Jeffrey Dean, Marwharf girl. Edward
garet Lindsay. Director, E. Taggart. (F). April
2, ’37. (724).
The triangle
They Gave Him a Gun (97) — Drama.
marries
of two war buddies and a nurse, who
one out of pity when told the other, who she
loved, is dead, is solved when the latter returns
to save her from a horrible fate. Spencer Tracy,
Gladys George, Franchot Tone. Director, W. S.

Van Dyke. (F). May 14, ’37. (731).
Thirteenth Chair, The (62)— Mystery. A scientific
crime solution is exposed when a medium
goes
into a trance to find the culprit guilty of a
clueless murder.
Madge
Evans, Henry Daniell,
Elissa Landi.
Director, Geo. Seitz. (F). May
7, ’37. (733).
Two young irrespon(..) — Farce comedy.
sible people, upon meeting a violent death, find
themselves imprisoned in spiritual space and in
order to advance to a higher plane by achieving
a good deed all but wreck the life of an innocent
mortal. Constance Bennett, Roland Toung. Cary
(F). July
MacLeod.
Grant. Director, Norman

Topper

16, ’37.
Out
Way

Complications reWest (65) — Comedy.
sulting when a pair of prospectors deliver the
deed to a gold mine to a sirenish singer instead
of an orphan slavey. Laurel and Hardy. Sharon
Lynne, Rosina Lawrence. Director, James Horne.
(F). April 16, ’37. (734).
COMING

Firefly,
Good
Marie

RELEASES:

The — Paul

Walevvska — Greta

Saratoga — Clark
You’ll Be
Rice.
Umbrella
TITLE
Notorious
WOMEN.

Gable,

Married

by

Man — Leo

Muni,

Luise

Garbo,
Jean

Rainer.

Charles

Boyer.

Harlow.

Noon — Robt.
G.

Carroll,

Young,

George

Florence
Murphy.

CHANGES:
Mazie

General Ho.spital,
WOMEN.

changed
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to

to

THREE

BETWEEN

TWO

Clarence (63) — Comedy.
A
war
veteran gets a
job with a
slightly psychopathic family and
before he’s through, aided by a saxaphone, order is restored and he wins himself a wife.
Roscoe Karns, Charlotte Wynters, Eugene
lette. Director, George Archainbaud.
(P).

PalFeb.

12, ’37. (3633).
Crime Nobody Saw, The (72) — (formerly Danger,
Men Working) — Comedy
mystery drama.
Three
authors in search of a plot, with 18 hours to
complete the story, have a real murder mystery
dropped in their laps. They solve the case and
get their material. Dew Ayres, Ruth Coleman,
Benny
Baker.
Director, Charles Barton. (F).
March 12, ’37. (3635).

:: June

RELEASES

Easy Living (..) — Comedy.
An innocent gift to a
woman
by a
financier opens the way
for a
series of domestic, scandalous and financial complications that are finally settled. Jean Arthur,
Edward
Arnold, Kay Milland. Director, Mitchell
Leisen. (F). July 30, ’37.
Exclusive (..) — Action drama
of what
happens
when racketeers try to take over a newspaper.
Fred MacMurray. Frances Farmer, Charles Ruggles. Director, A1 Hall. (P). July 16, ’37.
Forlorn River (...) — Western.
TWo
cowboys
in
search of evidence to pin on a bank robber find
him posing as a horse buyer lor the Army
but
trap him when
his rustling motive is uncovered. Larry Crabbe. June Martel, John Patterson. Director, Charles Barton. (F). July 2, ’37.
Girl From Scotland Yard, The (61) — Mystery drama. With the help of an American
newspapermah
an English girl runs down
an inventor who is destroying England’s defense equipment due to an old grudge. Karen Morley, Katharine Alexander. Robert Baldwin. Director, Robert Vignola. (F). April 9, ’37. (3638).
Great Gambini, Tlie — ■ Mystery.
A
mind
reader
who predicted that a marriage would not take
place is instrumental in revealing the murderer
of the fiance. Akim
Tamiroff. John
Trent.
Marian
Marsh.
Director, Charles Vidor. (F).
June 11, ’37.
Her Husband Lies (formerly The Love Trap) (75)
— Drama.
A
big-shot gambler retires but gets
back into the game and pays for it with his life
in an effort to keep his brother from a similar
fate. Ricardo Cortez. Gail Patrick, Akim Tamiroff. Director, Edward
Ludwig.
(F). Mar. 19,
■37. ((3636).
Hills of Old Wyoming
(77) — Western. A trio of
ranchers succeed in preventing an uprising by
revealing
who used

the head of a
innocent Indians

cattle rustlers’ gang
to cover his activities.

William

Boyd, Gail Sheridan, George Hayes. Director. Nate Watt. (F). April 16. ’37. (3669).
Hotel Haywire
(66) — Comedy.
What
started out
as a gag by a “screwy” astrologist threatens to
cause a domestic breach in a home-loving family. When the source of the trouble 'is located
those involved run him out of town.
Leo Carrillo, Lynne Overman, Mary Carlisle. Director,
George Archainbaud. (F). June 4, ’37. (3645).
I Met Him
in Paris (87) — Romantic comedy drama. A young fiancee on a Parisian vacation is
pursued by two men. The
eron steps aside to favor
and the prospective

friend

one acting as chaphis friend, but the
husband get the air

the girl decides on the chaperon. Claudette Colbert, Melvyn Douglas, Robert Young. Director. Wesley Ruggles. (F). May 28, ’37. (3644).
Internes Can’t Take Money
(75) — Drama.
An interne befriends a
wounded
gang leader who
helps him locate the missing daughter of the
widow
the interne falls in love with. Barbara
Stanwyck, Joel McCrea, Lloyd Nolan, Director,
Alfred Santell. (F). April 16, ’37. (3639).
John Meade’s Woman
(88) — Drama.
An unscrupulous lumber tycoon tries manipulating with wheat
but drouth and dust storms ruin him through his
when

earlier

refusal to reforestate the destroyed watersheds. Edward Arnold, Francine
Larrimore,
George Bancroft.
Director, Richard
Wallace.
(F).
King

Feb.

26, ’37.

of the Gamblers
paper reporter and

(3630).
(80) — Action drama. A newsa night club singer, while

searching for the latter’s girl friend, “get” the
racketeer responsible for her
disappearance.
Trevor, Lloyd Nolan, Akim Tamiroff. Director, Robert Florey. (F). April 23. ’37. (3640).
Last Train From Madrid, The ( . . ) — Drama.
Plots
and counter-plots involving various people about
to leave the beleaguered city of Madrid as an
invasion threatens to overtake them.
Dorothy
Lamour, Gilbert Roland, Lew
Ayres. Director,
James Hogan.
(F). June 25, ’37.
Maid of Salem (83) — Drama.
A woman
who helps
a political prisoner escape is adjudged a sorceress
on the accusation of a young girl. The prisoner
returns to clear his friend, himself and explode
the

Kenyon,

Paramount
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The.

Earth,
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“witch”

scare.

Claudette

Colbert,

Fred

Mac-

and

a

newspaperman
solve the murder of a university professor whose
wife was
the sweetheart of the numbers king. Roscoe Karns. Marsha

Hunt,

Lynne Overman.
Director. Charles Riesner. (F). Mar. 5, ’37. (3633).
of Mystery, A (66) — Mystery drama.
A detective’s shrewd deductions lead to the man bent
on exterminating a family, who had succeeded
to the point where
only two girls were left.
Roscoe Karns, Helen Burgess, Grant Richards.
Director, E. A. Dupont. (F). May 21, ’37. (3643).
North of the Rio Grande (..) — Western. A member of a sheriff’s posse, avenging the death of
his brother, obtains the confidence of corrupt
citizens to round up the outlaws responsible for
the crime. William Boyd, George Hayes. Stephen Morris. Director, Nate Watt. (P). June
18, ’37. (3670).
Outcast
(73) — Drama.
Although
cleared of a
murder charge a doctor is so hounded that he
Niglit

takes

refuge in a small town where his presence causes a
scandal with lynching threats

until

he’s cleared. Warren
ley, Lewis Stone. Director,
Feb. 5, ’37. (3629).

William, Karen MorRobert Florey. (F).

Rustler’s Valley (..) — Western.
In an effort to
avenge the reported death of a
friend, two
ranchers unearth a
plot to unseat a
ranch
owner, get the swindlers jailed and find the
friend unharmed.
William Boyd, George Hayes.
Russell Hayden.
Director: Nate
Watt.
(F).
July 23, ’37. (3671).
Swing

High, Swing Low
(95) — Comedy.
What happens to a trumpet player, fresh from the army,
dancer, turned manicurist, when they get

and

a

together for mutual protection in Panama.
Car’37. ole
(.3634).
Lombard, Fred MacMurray,
Charles Butterworth. Director, Mitchell Leisen. (P). Mar. 12,
Turn Off the Moon
(78) — Comedy
with music. A
department
store owner
afflicted with astrological influences marries his secretary in spite
of interference from the stars and troublesome
employes. Charles Ruggles, Eleanore Whitney.
Johnny
Downs.
Director, Lewis
Seiler. (F).
May
14, ’37. (3642).
Waikiki Wedding
(90) — Comedy
romance
with
music. The publicity man for a Hawaiian pineapple firm puts on a contest, the winner of
which he falls in love with but not before a
kidnaping, fake robbery, volcano eruption and
other complications beset them.
Bing Crosby,
Bob

Burns, Martha Raye. Director, Frank Tuttle. (F). Mar. 26, ’37. (3637).
Wild Money (..) — Comedy
drama. A meek newspaper editor who
takes It upon
himself to
“sew up” the story of his kidnaped neighbor
almost ruins the newspaper
but gets the exclusive story, rescues his friend and captures the
kidnapers. Edward Everett Horton, Louis Campbell, Lynne Overman.
Director, Louis King.
(F).

July

9, ’37.

COMING
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Herbert
Benny,

Marshall.

Dorothy

Crosby,

High,

Wide
and Handsome — Irene
dolph Scott.
Souls of the Sea — Gary
Cooper,
Frances Dee.
'Things
Tills

Began
ces Farmer.

Way,
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Raye.
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CHANGES:

Will

Hapjien,

DOING Goes
I'T. to
Murder
CRIME.

Jail,

Summer
Liglitning,
LOVED.

Murray, Harvey Stephens. (F). Feb. 19, ’37. (3631)
Way for Tomorrow
(92) — Drama.
The elderly mother and father of children upon whom
they are dependent are shunted back and forth,
but survive the indignities and vicissitudes even
though they must be separated forever. Victor
Moore, Beulah Bondi, Fay Bainter. Director,

Lamour.

Martha

changed
changed

changed

to EVERYBODY’S
to

PARTNERS

to CARELESSLY

IN
WE

Make

Leo McCarey.
(F). April 30, ’37. (3641).
Midnight Madonna
(..) — Drama.
A husband has
his former wife adjudged an unfit mother of
their child in order to gain control of a fortune
left her. A gambler befriends the wife, secures
a retrial and reunites mother and child. Warren William, Mady
Correll, Robert Baldwin.
’37.
Director, James Flood. (F). July 2, ’37.
Mountain Music (..) — Comedy. An amnesia victim
runs out on a marriage, proposes to another and
causes his brother to be accused of his murder.
Brought back for the trial he has a lapse of
memory
at the critical moment
but fate saves
the day. Bob Burns, Martha Raye, John Howard. Director, Charles Riesner. (F). June 18,
Murder Goes to College (70) — Mystery. Under the
menace
of a numbers
racket mob. a detective

RKO

Radio

Behilul

the Headlines (58) — Action drama.
Dealing with the use of pocket-sized short-wave
transmitters that enable news
events to be

broadcast “from the spot” and the ingenious
methods used by a brash reporter. Lee Tracy,
Diana Gibson, Donald Meek.
Director, Hichard
Rosson. (F). May 14, ’37. (7^7).
Border Cafe (..) — Western.
The son of a staid
New
England family settles in the west to rehabilitate himself. When
eastern thugs try to
invade the territory a feud breaks out threatening harm to his visiting parents, but the lad
saves the day. John Beal, Armida, Harry Carey.
Director. Lew Landers. (F). June 25, ’37. (730).
China Pa.ssage (64) — Mystery. An American girl In
China aids two men
in recovering a diamond
they were delivering. Although she accuses one
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of

the

men

of

the

theft,

she

later

falls

in

love

with him and reveals she’s a
customs agent,
('onstanoe Worth. Vinton Haworth, Leslie Fenton. I>irector. Edward
Killv. (F). Mar. 12, '37.
<71H).
Don’t Tell the Wife
of confidence men

(63) — Comedy
drama.
A trio
induce a man
with a blue-

blood name to be the “front” for their gold mine
stock-selling racket. When
things look black for
all concerned the latter discovers the mine to
be rich, helping to recover investors’ money and
ruining the racket. Guy Kibbee, Una
Merkel,
Lynne Overman.
Director, Christy Cabanne.
(F).
Mar.

5, *37

(720).

Hollywo<id Cowboy (formerly Looking for Trouble)
(..) — Western.
Big time city racketeers transfer their activities to the plains. A cowboy film
star, on location, is accused of being one of
them, but acquits himself by stifling the gangsters. George O’Brien, Cecilia Parker, Maude
Eburne. Director, Ewing Scott. (F). May
28,
’37. (783).
Man

Who

young

Found

Himself,

The

(67) — Drama.

A

doctor stages a “comeback” after an innocent act of kindness had plunged him into a sea

of notoriety, forcing him to live under an assumed name. John Beal. Joan Fontaine, Philip
Huston,
Director, Lew
Landers.
(F) Apr. 2,
’37. (722)
Missus

America (65) — Comedy.
Satirizing the contests in which American
housewives are constantly participating and of a careless housekeeper’s winning national recognition in a noodle contest although her husband does most of
the work. Victor Moore, Helen Broderick, Anne
Shirley. Director. Joseph Santley. (F). June
4. ’37.

(729).

New
Fa4*es of 1937 (..) — Musical comedy.
A
youthful author and a girl dancer combine to
make
a smash hit of a show through which a
crooked producer schemed
to fleece innocent
l^ackers. Milton Berle, Joe Penner. Harriet Hilliard. Thelma Leeds.
Director, Leigh Jason.
(F).
On

July

2, ’37.

(732).

Again — Off Again (..) — Comedy.
A “hick” reporter’s misadventures begin when
he wins a
radio slogan contest, thus attracting to his

sleepy village a confidence man w'ho proceeds to
wake the town up. Joe E. Browm. Florence Rice,
Guy Kibbee. r>irector. Edward
Sedgwick.
(F).
July

9. ’37. (771).

Outcasts of Poker
Flat
(72) — Melodrama.
A
teacher rehabilitates but loses a ruthless gambler who is driven from a California gold mining town by vigilantes. Preston Foster, Jean
Muir, Van
Heflin. Director. Christy Cabanne.
(F).

April

16. ’37.

Ben

Holmes.

and fame as one of the country’s early captains
of finance and industry. Edward
Arnold. Cary
Grant, Frances Farmer.
Director, Rowland Lee.
(F).
Too

July

Hepburn. I'''ranchot Tone. Eric Blore. Director,
George Stevens. (F). Mar. 26, ’37. (709).

30,

Wives (61) — Romantic comedy.
A penniless young man
who
seeks a
job and the
hand of a society girl, gets both, although the
path is a precarious one. Anne Shirley, John
Morley, Dudley Clements. Director, Ben Holmes.
(F).

April

9. ’37.

on

Feb.

12, '37.

are

forced to make
it real. Fred Astaire, Ginger Rogers, Edward
Everett Horton. Director,

Mark Sandrich. (F). May 7, ’37. (724).
Soldier and the Lady, The (85) — Adventure.
Siberia in 1870 as a background, the story

With
deals

with the indomitable courage of the Tsar’s courier
In the perilous task of getting through the Tartar battle lines to reach the Russian army with
plane. Anton Walbrook, Margot Grahame. Akim
Tamiroff.
Director, George Nicholls jr. (F).
April 9. ’37. (717).
Super Sleuth (..) — Comedy.
A conceited film detective is faced with the unexpected task of
solving a real-life mystery, and is nearly killed
for his pains. Jack Oakie, Ann Sothern, Eduardo Ciannelli. Director. Ben Stoloff. (F). July
16, ’37.

(734).

Take the Heir (..) — Comedy.
A respectable and
middle-aged veterinarian inherits a fortune from
a mysterious uncle and, without knowing it, also
inherits the gang of crooks over whom
his uncle
ruled, Guy Kibbee, Cora Witherspoon. Dorothy
Moore. Director, Edward
Killy. (F). Julv 23,
’37. f735).
There

34

Goes My
(iirl (75) — Mystery
though they are in love, the boy

drama.
Aland girl re-

(716).

When’s Your Birthday? (75) — Comedy.
A
third
rate fighter laboring under astrological illusions
occupies a series of odd jobs until the position
of the moon
provides him with the strength to
become champion. Joe E. Brown. Marian Marsh.
Fred Keating. Director, Harry Beaumont.
(F).
Feb. 19. ’37. (770).
Woman
1
Drama.

Love, The (formerly Es<‘adril]e) ^88) —
Against the background of a French

air squadron’s activities in the World War, the
story is of a woman
who
respects but doesn’t
love her husband and of the latter’s best friend,
who
captures her heart. Paul Muni, Miriam
Hopkins, Louis Hayward.
Director,
vak. (F). April 23, ’37. (721).

Anatole

Lit-

You Can’t Bu.v Luck (61) — Action drama mystery.
A girl, a murder and a catastrophe combine to
reform a
superstitious race horse owner
with
queer ideas. Onslow Steveins, Helen Mack, Hedda
Hopper.
'37.
(726).Director, Lew Landers. (F). April 30,

RELEASES

greedy relatives runs away and unintentionally
causes capture of a gang suspected of having
kidnaped him. Ra Hould, Hedda Hopper, Guinn
Williams.
Director. Nicholas
Barrows.
(F).
May 31, Terror,
'37.
Gambling:
The (53) — Western. A gang of
racketeers operating under threat of harm
to
merchants comes off second best when a wandering gambler exposes them.
Johnny
Mack
Brown, Iris Meredith, Charlie King. Director,
Sam

Newfield.

(F).

Feb.

15, ’37.

(6324).

Git Along Little Dogies (69) — Musical western. A
young cowboy
discovers that a
conspirator is
trying to wrest an oil well from a girl friend
and risks his life to expose the scheme, accidentally bringing oil and a railroad to the cattle
country. Gene Autry, Smiley Burnette, Maple
City
Four.
Director. Joseph Kane. (F). March
22. ’37. (6302).
(inn Lords of Stirnij) Basin (57) — Action drama.
A fight between feuding families that threatens
to break up a marriage 'is ended when the husband proves neither side was responsible for the
killings. Bob Steele, Louise Stanley, Karl Hackett. Director, Sam Newfield. (F). May 10. ’37.
(6336).
Guns
in the Dark
(58) — Western.
A
cowboy
wrongly accused of murdering his pal, exposes
the real culprit, who
is also responsible for
cattle and dope smuggling and the kidnaping
of the girl the cowboy
loves. Johnny
Mack
Brown, Claire Rochelle, Syd Saylor. Director,
Sam Newfield. April 14. ’37. (6326).
(hinsinoke Kaiieli (57) — Western. Three cowboys
put an end to the activities of an unscrupulous
politician who
is engaged in swindling settlers
by getting them to buy condemned
land. Bob
Livingston, Ray Corrigan, Max Terhune. Director. Joseph Kane. (F). May 5, ’37. (6316).
Hit

Parable.

her

The

(80) — Musical

comedy.

COMING

House

in the

Life of the
Hilliard.

and

Country — Fred
Party,

Beat

was
unjustly sentenced. Phil Regan, Frances
Langford, Louise Henry.
Director, Gus Meins.
(F). April 26, '37. (6002).
Hit the
and a

Saddle (59) — Western.
trio of cowboys break

A
up

faithful horse
the gang en-

gaged in stealing wild horses. Robert Livingston, Ray Corrigan. Max
Terhune.
Director,
Mack

Woolsey.
Stone,

The — fJene

Love — Preston

Marjorie

liaymond,
Foster,

Lord.

V.

Wright.

(F).

March

3, ’37.

Lady — Ginger

Harriet

Joan

Fon-

Jim

TITI.E

Rogers,

James

Hanvey,

Stewart.

CHANGES:
Air,

changed

to

ON

AGAIN — OFF

Affairs of Cappy Kicks, Tlie (62) — Drama.
The
head of a navigation company
finds control of
his business going to other hands and his daughter’s happiness threatened. He rights matters
by taking the principals involved to sea. forcing
them
to accept his terms.
Walter Brennan,
Mary Brian, Lyle Talbot. Director, Ralph Staub.
24. ’37. (6027).
Down
(62) — Action

drama.

A

love

triangle is solved when
the “softie” son of a
steel magnate
earns his spurs and commands
the respect of a stern superior. Grant Withers,
Beatrice

Roberts,

Benny

Weeks.

Director,

Wil-

liam Nigh. (F). March 22, ’37. (6028).
Circus Girl (62) — Dramatic romance. An aerialist,
plotting revenge on his partner, believing he
has stolen his wife’s love, rescues his partner
and becomes the victim of his own plot upon
realizing his error. June Travis, Bob Livi'ngston,
Donald Cook. Director, John Auer. (F). March
1. '37. (6014).
('ome
On,
C’owboys
(58) — Western.
A
ranch
owner, made
an innocent victim of a counterfeiting plot by his partner, entrusts guardianship of his little daughter to three cowboys, who
win the battle to prove
Robert Livingston, Ray

they’re fit to keep her.
Corrigan, Max Ternune.

Director. Joseph Kane. (F). May 19, ’37. (6317).
Dangerous Holiday (..) — Drama.
A
child violin
virtuoso whose life and income is controlled by

Detective

(70) — Comedy

mystery,

thief when
a young couple becomes
cated. Guy Kibbee, Tom
Brown, Lucie
Phil

A

Rosen.

(F).

April

impliKaye.

5, ’37. (6006).

I..a\vnian Is Born, A (..) — Western. Newly-elected
sheriff uncovers duplicity of a cowpuncher on a
small ranch, who stirs up trouble in order to
give the powerful ranchers reason to wipe out
the independents. Johnny
Mack
Brown,
Iris
Meredith. Warner
Richmond.
Director, Sam
Newfield.

Republic

(F). May
Bill Cracks

man
unprofessor

country detective spurns an insurance company’s
plea to search for valuable jewels but exposes

Director,

Ki<ling on
AGAIN.

(6315).

learns it was his pal’s father he killed. Alan
Baxter. Andrea Leeds, Owen
Davis jr. Director. Phil Rosen. (A). June 7, ’37.

the
Vivacious

pub-

operates a “phoney” citizenship school with him.
The former executes a murder an order to retain his position but commits suicide when
he

KELEA8ES:

Going — "Wheeler

The

licity agent that grooms a girl singer to prominence via the radio overcomes the prejudices of
reform school background by proving she

It (uiild Happen
to You (..) — A young
der the influence of a
strongwilled

Sea Devils (88) — Action drama.
Dealing with
the spirit of the United States Coast Guard and
its work in saving life at sea and performing ice
patrol work to protect the steamer lanes. Victor
McLaglen. Preston Foster, Donald Woods.
Director. Ben Stoloff. (F). Feb. 19. ’37. (714).
Shall We Dance (109) — Musical comedy. A famous
ballet dancer and a
leading revue artist, on
finding that the world believes them married,

(723).

the Jury (71) — Comedy
mystery. An inquisitive society woman
and a real estate promoter are thrown together on a jury and are
instrumental in saving an innocent woman
from
the electric chair. Helen
Broderick, Victor
Moore. Philip Huston.
Director, Ben
Holmes.
(F).

CURRENT

’37.

Many

We’re

ON

(728).

Toast of New York, The (60) — Biographic drama
of Jim Fisk who in the aftermath of the Civil
War rose from a New England peddler to power

taine.
You Can’t

to embarrass a suitor who once impoverished and then disappointed her.
Katharine

21, ’37.

the publicity-shy father of the girl he finally marries. Gordon Jones, Betty Furness, Henry Kolker, Director, Lew Landers. (F). Feb.
6, ’37. (715).

O’Brien. Beatrice Roberts, Willard Robertson.
Director, David Howard. (F). Feb. 26, ’37. (782).

order

May

with

Easy

Street (83) — Comedy
drama.
The adventures of a girl who assumes a dual identity in

(F).

They Wanted To Marry (60) — Romantic drama. A
newspaper cameraman
using a carrier pigeon to
hasten publication of his shots gets involved

Avenue
Logger
(65) — Drama.
The adventures of a
socialite, whose
reputation as a
wrestler is unknown
to his lumber
magnate
father who
makes
good in a
big way
when
forced to learn the logging business. George

Quality

CHECK-UP

porters become bitter rivals when the big murder yarn breaks. Just when
the romance
is
on the verge of collapsing, cupid steps in. Gene
Raymond, Ann Sothern, Richard Lane. Director,

(710).

Park

COMPLETE

(F).

June

21,

’37.

(6327).

Liffhtnin’ Crandall (formerly A Texan Hides) (60)
— Western. An expert cowboy, posing as a tenderfoot, becomes involved in a gang war but
bests the faction intent on rustling and who are
also holding his girl friend as hostage. Bob
Steele. Lois January, Charlie King.
Director,
Sam Newfield. (F). March 24, '37. (6335).
Michael O’Halloran (65) — Drama.
A flighty wife
bestows favors on a pair of young orphans as a
stunt to win court favor in a trial for custody
of her children. The orphans’ influence reforms
the wife, reuniting her with her family. Wynne
Gibson, Warren
Hull, Jackie Moran.
Director,
Karl Brown.
(F). May 15, ’37. (3510).
Navy

Blues (68) — Romantic action drama.
During the amorous pursuits of a blue-blood girl,
a sailor says he’s with the Intelligence Service
and becomes
the hero of a
coup started by
would-be
assassins. Richard
Purcell, Mary
Brian. Warren
Hymer.
Director, Ralph Staub.
(F).

April

19, ’37.

(6015).

Para<lise Express (61) — Action drama. A battle of
wits and brawn for a hauling contract between
the young receiver for a
unscrupulous operators of
puts

railroad line and the
an auto trucking firm

the railroad on top. Grant Withers, Dorothy Appleby, Arthur
Hoyt.
Director, Joseph

Kane. (F). Feb. 22, ’37.
Kh.xtliiin ill the Clouds
(..) — Musical comedy.
Starving girl song-writer, by means
of a ruse,

BOXOFFICE

:: June

12. 1937

accepted for a
to have her numbers
manages
comcommercial radio program, although many
Hull,
plications resuit. Patricia Ellis, Warren
Director, John H. Auer. (F).
Joyce Compton.
June

14, ’37.

Rootin’ Tootin’ Rh.vthm (..) — Western.
A ranch
owner and his pal disguise themselves as outlaws
to win the confidence of a gang of rustlers, and
bring about their defeat. Gene Autry, Smiley
Burnette, Armida.
Director, Mack Wright. (F).
May

12.

'.37.

(6307).

loiind-Up Time in Texas (51) — Adventure. A mine
operator, framed for the murder of his partner.
traps the real
Is rescued by his brother who
killer. Gene Autry, Smiley Burnette, Maxine
Feb.

(F).

Kane.

Joseph

Director,

Doyle.
(6306).

28, ’37.

The cowboy
(55) — Western.
frail of Vengeance
murdered
befriends the daughter of a
who
rancher is accused of the crime but manages
to reveal the real culprit. Johnny Mack Brown,
Director, Sam
Iris Meredith, Warner Richmond.
(6325).

29, ’37.

March

(F).

Newfield.

(52)— In an effort to go
Trusted Outlaw, The
straight and remove the family stigma of outlaw a cowboy incurs the wrath of thieves but
gets the upper hand, the girl aind a job. Bob
Steele, Lois January, Joan Barclay. Director,
Robert

Bradbury.

(P).

Feb.

1, ’37.

Phli

Rosen.

(F).

Feb.

15, ’37.

Great Hospital Mystery, The
(59) — Mystery.
A
nurse, to save her brother, innocent of a bank
in
him
for
robbery, substitutes a charity patient
while the mystery is cleared up.
the morgue
Beck, Jane Darwell. DiSally Blane, Thomas
rector, James Tinling. (F). May 14, ’37. (751).

with music. The
Holy Terror, The (68) — Comedy
motherless daughter of a stern naval commander
or subdue a series of disprovoke
toturbances
manages
climaxed when
she prevents spies
from stealing American secrets. Jane Withers.
Anthony
Martin, Leah
Ray.
Director, James
Tinling.

(6013).

(F).

Feb.

5. ’37.

real
May

(729).

St oeie Is Missing

(F).

Feb.

committing
RELEASES:

a

(84)— Drama

crime.

Victor

of a

man

McLaglen,

Connolly, Peter Lorre.
Director,
shall. (F). Mar. 12, ’37. (738).

Girl.

who

Walter

George

Dangerous

Doomed

to tile Races (57) — Comedy.
A typical American family’s adventures at a county fair, with a
relative’s racing horse and his brat daughter
complicating matters. Jed Prouty, Slim Summerville, Spring Byington.
Director, Frank
R.

Pleasure.

Dishonorable
at

Lad.v.

Strayer.

Sundown — Bob

Isle of Lost
on

Kang©

Defenders — Bob

Swift

On

Men.

Portia

Rhythm

Steele.

Trial.

in

My

Livingston,

Ray

Corrigan.

Heart.

Robert

tor, James Tinling.

Kent,
(P).

Joan
June

Davis.
4, ’37.

Direc-

Cafe Metropole (83) — Romantic society drama.
adventures of an American heiress in Paris

The
who

in love with a countryman
forced to appear as a Russian prince. Loretta Young, Tyrone Power, Adolphe Menjou.
Director, Ed. H.
(F).

May

7,

'37.

(750).

Charlie Chan at the Olympics (71) — Mystery. With
the aid of science, an adventuresome
sleuth
captures a gang which has stolen an important
airplane safety device and which holds )iis son
as hostage. Warner
Oiand. Katherine DeMille,
Pauline Moore,
Director, H. Bruce Humberstone. (F). May
21, ’37. (752).
Fair

Warning
(70) — Romantic drama. With a resort hotel for background, patrons and tourists
are implicated in a murder until it is discovered
that a lost gold mine is the underlying cause of
the

mystery. J. Edward
Bromberg. Betty Furness, John Howard
Payne.
Director, Norman

Foster.

(F).

Mar.

5, ’37.

(740).

Fifty Roads to Town
(81) — Dramatic
romance.
Fate brings a socialist girl and a young aristocrat together and their cross suspicions in connection with a fleeing gunman
evolve his capture and their marriage.
Don
Ameche,
Ann
Sothern. Slim Summerville.
Director, Norman
Taurog.

Feb.

12. ’37.

(F).

BOXOFFICE

April

16, '37.

June

(F).

Mar.

26, ’37.

(742).

(748).

12, 1937.

A lot of strange
situations sprout

up when a slightly “screwy” millionaire and his
balmy valet decide to tour the country on a
special train. Jack
Haley, Roclielle Hudson,
Eugene
Pallette. Director, Malcolm
St. Clair.
(F). June 11, 537. (757).
Sing and Be Happy
( . . )— Comedy
romance with
music. A playboy and a clever girl writer become business rivals for a big air contract involving their parents, also business rivals. Anthony
Martin, Leah Ray, Joan Davis. Director, James
Tinling,

(F).

June

25, ’37.

(756).

Leslie

Ship (..) — Drama.
The attempt of the master of a slave ship to reform himself and his
ship is opposed by his first mate and crew, who
continue operations in defiance of his orders
until disaster overcomes the ship. Warner Baxter, Wallace Beery, Elizal'Cth Allan. Director,
Tay

Garnett.

(F).

July

2. ’37.

Jeeves (70) — Comedy.
A pair
successful swindlers try to convince a
is a scion of nobility in order

he

him
as a
“front” for their
Treacher, Patricia Ellis, Robert
Eugene
That

(746).

Lively,

that

Forde.

I May

Live

(F).

April

game.
Arthur
Kent. Director,

9, ’37.

(70) — Drama.

of unbutler
to use

An

COMING

Lad.v

on

This Is My Affair (100) — Semi-biographic drama.
A
young naval officer risks his life and love
for a girl on order of President McKinley to
break up a gang terroiizing the midwest. Robert Taylor, Barbara Stanwyck, Victor McLaglen.
Wm.

Seiter.

(F).

RELEASES:

Escapes,

l.aughing
Married

The — Micliael

Whalen,

Senor — Richard
Lady — Gloria

One Mile
Whalen.

From

Gloria

Stuart.

Arlen.

Stuart,

Michael

Heaven — Claire

Whalen.

Trevor,

Michael

Trail-

Wee
Willie
Laglen.

Armored

Winkle — Shirley

Temple,

Victor

Mc-

CHANGE:

Taxi,

clianged

to

BORN

RECKLESS.

May

United

Artists

Dreaming Lips (78) — Drama.
The emotional crisis
brought on the wife of a violinist who
falls
in love with her husband's best friend drives her
to suicide. Elisabeth Bergner, Raymond
Massey, Romney Brent. Director, Paul Czinner. (A).
May 28, '37.
Elephant Boy
(100) — Jungle drama.
The
Rudyard Kipling story of a native boy, descendant
of elephant riders, who
is acclaimed a
great
hunter after overcoming many
hazards. Native
cast. Directors, Robert Flaherty and
Zoltan
Korda.

(P).

April

23, ’33.

Fire Over England
(84) — Historical drama, with
early En^and
as the background, combining
'37. fancy that depict the events that led
fact and

Leslie

de.struction of the Spanish Armada.
Florence Robson, Laurence
Olivier. Vivien Leigh,
Banks.
Director, William
K. Howard.

(F). Mar. 5, ’37.
History Is Made
at Night (95) — Drama.
An Insanely jealous shipping magnate, about to be
divorced, accidentally causes a murder
by attempting to compromise
his wife to stop her
plans. The Incident brings her together with
a Parisian with whom
she falls in love. Their
problems are eventually solved by the
suicide. Charles Boyer, Jean Arthur,
rillo. Director, Frank Borzage. (F).

husband’s
Leo CarMarch 5,

(747).

ex-convict,

the comback
trail, is arrested for another’s
crime. Escaping and liefriended by a peddler
and a girl, he is persuaded to confess, and aids
in tracking the real culprits. Rochelle Hudson, Robert Kent. J. Edward
Bromberg.
(F).
April 30, ’37. (755).

Director,

(743).

Banks, Annabella. Director, Harold Schuster. In Technicolor. (F). Feb. 19. ’37. (737).

to the

Slave

Step

21, ’37.

(732).

(574).

Prouty, Shirley Deane, Spring Byington. Director, Frank Strayer. (F). June 18, ’37. (759).

Griffith.

(F).

May

23, ’37. (749).

TITLE

(736).

Slie Had to Eat (74) — Comedy.
characters and even stranger

Big Business (60) — Comedy
romance.
When
a
stock swindler returns to his home
town and
tries his hand at fleecing Innocent citizens, he
and his colleagues come
off second best. Jed

falls

Ruth.

King.

Angel’s Holiday
(75) — Comedy-melodrama.
A
young girl tells a newspaper reporter that an
actress’s disappearance is a publicity gag, but
%vhen it becomes a reality there are dire results.
Withers,

19. '37.

Seventh Heaven (100) — Love drama.
A little girl
of the Paris pavements
manages
to shut out
the sordid life about her and make a new world
through her love for a
man.
Simone
Simon,
James Stewart, Jean Hersholt. Director, Henry

20th Century-Fox

Jane

Feb.

the Avenue (89) — Musical comedy. A blue blood
girl and her family decide to buy a show in
order to halt being ridiculed by its star, who
subsequently saves the girl from a bad marriage
and takes her for himself. Dick Powell, Madeleine Carroll. Alice Fay, Kltz Bros. Director, Roy
Del

Lightning.

(F).

(P).

Mar-

Off

Girl.

Kane.

Wings of the Morning (87) — Romantic drama. The
granddaughter of a gypsy woman
who had married a nobleman falls in love with a man
who
trains her horse to win the Derby although the
victory might have been his. Henry
Fonda,

Utah
Army

Bachelor

(742).

26, ’37.

becomes an innocent victim of the law’s persecution but who redeems himself in time to stop
COMING

19, ’37.

over the identity of a
“phantom
troubadour”
winds up with everybody in harmony.
Walter
Wincheli, Ben Bernie, Alice Faye, Patsy Kelly,
Jack
Haley.
Director, Sidney Lanfield. (F).
April

Midnight Taxi (72) — Action drama. A government
agent permits ills colleagues to beat and shoot
him in order to convince a gang of counterfeiters he is one of them, thus paving the way
for their end. Brian Donlevy, Frances Drake,
Alan Dinehart. Director, Eugene
Ford.
(F).
April 2, ’37. (744).
Nancy

Mar.

Wake Up and Live (89) — Musical comedy.
A feud
between a columnist and a night club operator

Love Is News (78) — Comedy
romance.
A rich girl
outlies the newspaper men
and fortune hunters
that have hounded her for years when
it becomes necessary to assure her own
romantic
bliss. Tyrone Power. Loretta Young, Don AmeGarnett.

(F).

tor, Robert T.

(734).

culprit. Richard Arlen, Virginia Grey, Johnny Arthur. Director, Howard
Bretherton. (F)
7, ’37. (745).

che. Director, Tay

Time Out for Romance
(72) — Comedy
melodrama.
The young driver of a motor cavalcade and a
girl running away from a loveless marriage in
search of romance
fall victims to an odd assortment of events. Claire Trevor, Michael Whalen, Joan Davis. Director, Malcolm
St. Clair.

Under the Red Kobe (82) — Drama.
Disregarding
Cardinal Richelieu’s edict against duelling, an
adventurer is sentenced to death but later reprieved to be sent to capture an escaped rebel.
Conrad Veidt, Annabella, Romney
Brent. Direc-

It Happened
Out West (..) — Western.
An agent
appointed to prevent a girl ranch owner from
squandering an inheritance is wrongly accused
of sabotage but squares himself by trapping the

(6334).

I'wo Wise Maids (70) — Comedy
drama.
An oldfashioned school teacher introduces some starting innovations to ward off the appointment of
a young man
as principal. Her actions bring
suspension until her kid friends come
to the
rescue and the charges are dismissed. Alison
Skipworth, Polly Moran, Donald Cook. Director,

TQatutQ5

RELEASES

CURRENT

OK

CHECK.ITP

C O MPLETE

THE

28, ’37

(721).

Knight Without Armor
(..) — Drama.
An English
spy and a Russian countess in love are made
enemies through
the revolution, but through
dangerous intrigue are reunited and escape to
safety. Marlene Dietrich, Robert Donat, Irene
Vanbrugh.
Director, Jacques Feyder. (F). May
1, ’37.
Man
Who

Could

Work

ta.sy with comedy.
An
man becomes endowed
pend or alter the laws
to bring about some
Roland Young, Joan
son. Director, Lothar

Miracles,

The

(82) — Fan-

English dry-goods saleswith the power to susof nature and he uses it
fantastic transformations.
Gardner, Ralph RichardMendes. (F). Feb. 19, *37.

35

reatute5

THE

star

Is Born, A (141) — Drama.
A story of Hollywood: the rising of one star and the setting of
another, who
are husband and wife. Fredric
March, Janet Gaynor,
tor, William Wellman.

Adolphe Menjou. DirecTechnicolor. (F). April

30, '37.
AVhen

Thief Meets Thief (89) — Drama.
Love triangle involving a gentleman bootlegger, a confidence man and a gold-digging society girl is
solved when
the confidence man
commits
suicide. Douglas Fairbanks jr., Valerie Hobson,
Alan Hale. Director, Raoul Walsh.
(A). June
4, '37.

Woman

Chases

Man

(70) — Farce

comedy.

A

penni-

less girl architect interests a “screwy" old man
in a model suburb. His millionaire son finally
gives up the necessary money when he sees the
girl, who also saves him from a pair of fortune
hunters. Joel McCrea, Miriam Hopkins, Charles
Winninger.
Director, John G. Blystone. (F).
May

7, '37.

COMING

Gone

With

the

Tauber,

of Zenda — Ronald
of 1938 — 'AVarner

Conrad

Veidt.

Steffi
Colman,

Baxter,

Duna.
Madeleine

Joan

Car-

20, ’37.

Jlarried (81) — Romantic
secretary marries her

girl is accused
A
Girl Overboartl (58)— Drama.
of the murder of her employer, from whose unwelcome attentions she was fleeing. Although
harbored by the district attorney, who has fallen
in love with her, she appears at the trial to
jirove her innocence. Gloria Stuart, Walter PidDirector. Sidney Salgeon, Hobart Cavanaugh.
(A). Feb. 28. ’37. (1021)
kow.
Cover the War
( . . )— Melodrama.
Two
newsreel cameramen “covering” an uprising between
Arabs and the British unwittingly provoke harmful results, but their film saves the British from
annihiliation John
Wayne,
Owen
Gaze, Don
Barclay, Director, Arthur Lubin. (F). July 4,
’37. (1016).

Left-Handed
Law
(63) — Western.
With the law
helpless in the face of a thieving band of outlaws, an agent takes the assignment to clean
it up, which he does, besides acquiring a wife.
Buck Jones, Betty Golden, Sam
Logan. Director, Lesley Selander. (F). April 18, ’37. (1045).
Let

Them

Live

(formerly

The

Stones

Cry

Out)

(72) — Drama. A young interne gives up his profession to convert the crooked politician responsible for death-trap tenements and improperly equipped hospitals. John
Howard,
Nan
Grey. Judith Barrett. Director, Harold Young.
(F).

April

11, ’37.

(1035).

Love in a Bungalow
(..) — Romantic
hostess lor a model house and an

27. ’37.

Man in Bine, The (60) — Melodrama.
the accidental killing of a man

To atone for
a policeman

adopts the slain man’s child, and has to defend the lad for a crime he was led into. Robert Wilcox, Edward
Ellis, Nan Grey. Director,
Miltcn

Carruth.

(F).

June

6, ’37.

(1020).

Night Key (67) — Mystery drama. Former partners
in a
bank
protective business become
rivals,
causing a series of thefts about to ruin both.

36

ON

CURRENT

RELEASES

Call It a Day (8 9) — Comedy
drama.
The effects
of the first day of spring on a family brings a
series of amorous misadventures, but winds up
with each member
brought closer together by
the events. Ian Hunter, Frieda Inescort, Olivia
de Havilland. Director, Archie Mayo. (F). April
17, ’37.
Fly-Away

Baby
(..) — Action drama.
A girl reporter and a police official engage in a roundthe-world flight to apprehend a murderer. Glenda
Farrell, Barton MacLane, Gordon Oliver. Director, Frank McDonald.

(F).

July

Sandflow
through

18. ’37. (1005).

(58) — Western.
some terrifying

A sheriff’s
experiences

deputy goes
to clear his

Lesley

Selander.

(F).

of a murKortman.

Feb.

14,

'37.

Smoke
Tree Range
(59) — Western. A girl ranch
owner’s suspicions of a cowboy disappear when
he routs the gang responsible for murder and
rustling activities. Buck
Jones, Muriel Evans,
John Elliott. Director, Lesley Selander. (F).
June 6, ’37. (1046).

We

18, ’37.

Have

Our

(1007).
(66) — Comedy

drama.

The

misadventures
of a
school “marm”
touring
Europe to resolve her romantic difficulties are
straightened out by a
detective who
befriends
her — for life. Sally Eilers, James Dunn. David
Niven.
Director, Alfred Werker. (F). Mar. 28,
'37.
(1017).

IVesthound Limited (..) — Action drama. Although
facing capture, a railway agent prevents a train
wreck, and in so doing reveals the bandit that
caused the agent to be innocently accused of a
crime. Lyle Talbot, Polly Rowles, Henry Brandon. (F). July 11. ’37. (1008).
Love

Is

Young

(65) — Romantic

drama.

A

college girl with a “crush’ on the class president but treated with discourtesy by her classmates clicks as a
Broadway
star. On a return visit she sees through her “crush” and
instead marries the man
that made
her famous. Virginia Bruce, Kent Taylor, Walter Brennan. Director, Hal Mohr.
(F). April 4, ’37.
(1018).
IVings Over
Honolulu
(80) — Romantic
drama.
When
a former suitor attempts to interfere with
a
whirlwind marriage, causing Injury to the
husband’s naval career, the wife cancels a
planned elopemeint and
saves her husband’s
reputation. Wendy
Barrie, Ray Milland, William Gargan. Director. H. C. Potter. (F). May
23, ’37. (1011).
11 ildeatter. The (58) — Action drama.
An oil field
wildcatter, working
for a
“shady”
operator,
meets with opposition from his former friends

Black

RELEASES:

Aces — Buck

Jones,

Kay

Linaker.

Director,

TITLE

CHANGES:

Busby

to

WELCOME

Bros.

Another Dawn
(70) —
Social drama.
A woman,
thinking she Is through with love, marries a man
she respects, goes with him to Arabia, and there
finds real love. Kay Francis, Errol Flynn, Ian
Hunter. Director, William Dieterle. (F). June
26, ’37.
Blazing Sixes (..) — Western. A government agent
poses as a holdup man
to win the confidence
of a gang of gold robbers, then wipes them out.
Dick Foran, Helen Valkis, Mira McKinney.
Director, Noel Smith. (F). June 12, ’37.

(F).

May

22, ’37.

Feb. 13. ’37.
Kid Galahad (105) — ^Story of the political intrigue
and racketeering that the public has begun to
associate with the prize ring business. Edward
G.

Robinson,

Bette

Davis,

rector, Michael Curtiz.

Humphrey

(F).

May

Bogart.

Di-

29, ’37.

King and the Chorus Girl, The (93) — Romance
with
music. A king, on a drunken holiday, becomes
enamored of a chorus girl. His court hires her
to enter upon a professional romance, but love
finds Its way.
Fernand Gravet, Joan Blondell,
Everett

Horton.

Director,

Mervyn

Le-

Roy. (F). Mar. 27. ’37.
Land
Beyond
the Law
(54) — Western.
A
cowboy who loves excitement joins a gang of cattle
rustlers, but when
his father is shot by the
gang he turns to the side of the law and helps
destroy the outlaws. Dick Foran, Linda Perry,
Wayne
Morris. Director, B. Reeves Bason. (F).
Mar.

13.

’37

Melody for Two
(60) — Musical comedy-drama.
A
battle of wits, love, temper and pride between
a
band leader and his girl singer 'introduces
the origin of swing music and seals a romance.
James Melton, Patricia Ellis, Fred Keating. Director, Louis King. (F). May 1. ’37.
3Iidnight Court (63) — Drama.
A
former district
attorney turns in some brilliant defenses for a
gang of criminals engaged in the car-stealing
racket in order to get the “goods” on them,
this resulting in the smashing of the ring. Ann
Dvorak, John Litel, Carlyle Moore jr. Director,
Frank

McDonald.

(F).

Mar.

6, ’37

Ready,

Willing and Abie (87) — Musical. A
producer signs a vaudeville player thinking she’s
an English star. His backers withdraw
their
support upon learning this but the producer
steps into the lead and makes
a
hit. Ruby
Keeler, Lee Dixon, Allen Jenkins. Director, Ray
Enright.

(F).

Mar.

6, ’37.

Slim

(85) — Drama.
The hazards experienced during the life of adventure surrounding two men
working as high tension electrical linemen. Pat
O’Brien, Henry Fonda, Margaret Lindsay.
rector. Ray Enright. (F). June 12, ’37.

COMING

Shooter — Joan

China

Bandit — Boris

Dance

Charlie
South,

Blondell

Dance — Stuart

The — Gloria

Holsters — Dick

Invitation

to

That

Specimen,

TITLE

Deep

Patricia

The — Errol

Woman — Bette

Muir.

Rains.

Walthall.

Ann

Ann

McHugh.

The — Dick

Jean

Claude

Reynolds,

Rider — Dick

Marine,

Certain

Roberts.

Dixon,

MacLane,

Girl — Frank

E.xpress

Singing

O’Brien.

Murder — Marguerite

Luck — Barton

kins.
Perfect
Pony

a

Pat

Beverly
Erwin,

Foran,

Heiress — Craig

the

and

Karloff.

Footloose

Marry

Di-

RELEASES:

Angle

Latly

Warner

Berkeley.

not a dictator. Pat O’Brien, Humphrey
Bogart,
Ann Sheridan. Director, William Dieterle. (F).

Empty
changed

19, ’37.

O’Malley, The (71) — Melodrama.
The sincere efforts of a patrolman who lived up to the
letter of the law — but lacked the human, sympathetic touch which make a policeman a friend

Deep

Synthetic Gentleman,
IMPOSTER.

June

Great

but squares himself by exposing his employer’s
nefarious schemes.
Scott Colton, Jean Rogers,
Jack Smart.
Director, Lewis D. Collins. (F).
June 13, ’37. (1015).

COMING

(F).

Go
Getter, The
(92) — Romantic
comedy-drama.
Despite the enmity engendered by a
jealous
boss and some dangerous assignments, a crippled ex-sailor wins his superior’s admiration,
daughter and
managership
in a
huge
firm.
George Brent, Anita Louise, Charles Winninger.

Edward

Moments

comedy.
A
unemployed

drifter meet, win a
“happiest couple’ contest
prize, but have to confess the hoax when cailed
upon to prove their story. Nan Grey, Kent Taylor, Dorothea Kent.
Director, Ray McCarey. (F).
June

23, ’37. (1013).

Koad
Back, The
(..) — Drama.
Sequal to “All
Quiet on the Western Front,” this tells of the
post war period as it affects the lives of a company of German
soldiers. Larry Blake, Richard
Cromwell, John King.
Director. James Whale.

When

(1012).

The
California .Straight Ahead (65)— Action drama.
railroad, trucking and romantic
rivalry among
interests brings near-chaos, but winds up with
victory to the energetic bus driver and his Eirl.
John Wayne, Louise Latimer, Robert McWade.
Director, Arthur Lunin. (F). May 2, '37. (1030).

I

25, ’37. (1024).

(1004),

An
drama.
philandering
boss. Memories of his past come up. shattering her illusions and causing her to walk out.
This causes him to reform, and brings a reconciliation. John Boles, Doris Nolan, Walter
Buzzell. (F). May
Pidgeon. Director, Edward

9, ’37.

May

Apr.

Armored Car (64) — Action drama. An armored car
disgraces an employe as part of Its
company
plot to wipe out a mysterious gang that has
caused the death of drivers who transport huge
sums of money. Robert Wilcox, Judith Barrett,
Foster, (F).
Irving Pichel. Director, Lewis
Gowl as
infatuated

April

Top of the Town
(83) — Comedy
romance
with
music.
A
very wealthy young lady, slightly
balmy, attempts to effect an artistic uplift of
night club entertainment, causing all sorts of
complications. Doris Nolan, George
Murphy.
Hugh
Herbert. Director, Ralph Murphy.
(F).

Bennett.

Universal

June

(P).

Oh, Doctor (67) — Comedy.
A
hypochondriac is
saved from giving away a fortune to a confidence gang by the girl the gang hires to see
that no harm
befalls him until the money
is
collected. Edward
Everett Horton, Eve Arden,
Williams Hall.
Director. Ray
McCarey.
(F).

Director.
(1044).

Leigh,

Wind,

Pagliacci — Richard

As

until the daughter of one steps in, patches things
up. and acquires a husband. Boris Karloff, Jean
Rogers. Warren Hull. Director, Lloyd Corrigan.

RELEASES:

Journey — Vivien

Vogues

CHECK-UP

brother, who has been wrongly accused
der. Buck Jones, Lita Chevret, Bob

Dark

Prisoner
roll.

COMPLETE

Sheridan.

Churchill.
Sheridan.

Mary

Flynn,

Foran,

Boland.

Miriam

Linda

Powell,
Davis,

Hop-

Perry.

Doris
Henry

Weston.
Fonda.

CHANGES

.South,

The,

changed

BOXOFFICE

to

IT

DID

June

HAPPEN.

12, 1937.

Alphabetical
Desigrned as a Time-Saving- Guide for
Here
Appear
in the PRODUCTION
the Picture Was Reviewed.

A
Al>sent

Without

Leave

Adventures of Fan^ (FN)
Affairs of Cappy Ricks (Rep)
Alias Blackie Burke (GN)
Ang:el (Para)
AngfePs Holiday (20th-Fox) 5-8
Aiiffle Shooter (WB)
Another Dawn
(WB)
4-17
Armored Car (Univ)
Army Girl (Rep)
Artists and Models (Para)
As Good as Married (Univ) 5-1
Awful Truth, The (Col)

B
Bachelor Girl (Rep)
Backstage (GB)
Bank
Alarm
(Col)
Behind the Headlines (RKO)
Between Two Women
(M-G-M)
Big Business (20th-Fox)
Bill Cracks Down
(Rep)
Black Aces (Univ)
Blazing Sixes (WB)
Boots of Destiny (GN)
Border Cafe (RKO)
5-29
Broadway
Melody of 193« (M-G-M)

c
Cafe Metropole (20th-Pox) 5-15
California Straight Ahead (Univ) 4-10
Call It a Day (WB) 3-20
(laptains Courageous (M-G-M)
12-26
Case of the Stuttering Bishop, Tlie (FN)
Charlie Chan a.t the Ol.vmpics (20thFox) 4-10
(’hina Bandit (WB)
China Passage (RKO)
3-G
Circus Girl (Rep) 2-27
Clarence (Para) 2-27
Coins for Candles (GB)
Come
on Cowboys (Rep)
Crime Nol)od.v Saw, The (Para)
Criminals of the Air (Col)

Mountain Justice (FN) 5-22
Mountain Music (Para)
Mr. Dodds Takes the Air (FN)

Gun Lords of Stirrup Basin
Gun Smoke Range (Rep)
Guns in the Dark (Rep)

H
Bead Over Heels in Love (GB) 2-27
Her Husband
Lies (Para) 3-27
Her Husband’s Secretary (FN) 3-13
High, Wide and Handsome
(Para)
Hills of Old Wyoming
(Para) 4-24
History Is Made at Night (UA) 3-20
Hit Parade, The (Rep) 4-10
Hit the Saddle (Rep)
Hittin’ the Trail (GN)
Hollywood Cowboy
(RKO)
5-15
Holy Terror, The (20th-Pox) 1-2
Honolulu Hone.vmoon (GN)
Hotel Haywire (Para)
House ill the Country

the

War

Goes

(Para)

3-6

Night Key (Univ) 5-1
Night Must Fall (M-G-M)
Nobody’s
(M-G-M)
Non-Stop Baby
New
York
(GB)2-6
Night
North

of
of

Mystery,
the Rio

4-17

5-1

Sui>er Sleuth (RKO)
Sweethearts of the Navy
Swift Lightning (Rep)

(GN)

Swing

(Para)

High,

Swing

One Mile From
Heaven
Outcast (Para) 2-6
Outcasts of Poker Flat

Thiuider in the City (Col) 6-5
Time Out for Romance
(20th-Fox)
Toast of New
York (RKO)

2-13

(20tli-Fox)

Too
Top

(PwKO)

Trail
A’engeance
Toinjerof (M-G-M)
Trapped (Col)

3-27

(WB)

Tlie

Many Wives
of the Town

p
(GN)

Park Avenue Logger
Parole Racket (Col)

(RKO)

Parnell
(M-G-M)
Penrod and
Sam (FN)
Perfect Specimen, The

Off the Moon (Para) 5-5
Hours Leave (GN) 3-13
Fisted Sheriff (Col)
Gun Law
(Col)
AVho Dared (GN)

Two

AV’ise Maids

Pick a Star (M-G-M)
4-24
Pony Express Rider, The
I’ortia on Trial (Rep)

(WB)

The

(FN)

4-17

Aarsity

Show

Let Them
Live (Univ) 5-8
Let’s Get Married (Col) 4-3
Life Begins AA'ith Love (Col)
Life of Emile Zola, The (FN)
Life of the Party, The (RKO)
Lightnin’ Crandall (Rep)
Little Buekaroo, The (FN)
l.ost Horizon (Col) 3-6
Love in a Bungalow
(Univ)
l.ove Is News
(20th-Fox) 2-27
Love 'Takes Flight (GN)

Aogues

of

1938

12, 1937,

3-27

4-3

Read.v, Willing and Able (WB)
Reckless Ranger (Col)
Rhythm
in My Heart (Rep)
Rhytjim in the Clouds (Rep)
Killers of the Rockies (GN)
Road Back, The (Univ)
Roaring Timber (Col)
Romance
and Riches (GN)

2-13

Rootin’ Tootin’ Rhythm
Rustler’s A’alley (Para)

5-22

(Rep)

AVaikiki AV'edding (Para) 4-3
AA'ake Up and Live (20th-Pox) 4-24
AA'ay Out AA’est (M-G-M)
12-26
AVe Have Our Moments
(Univ) 4-3
AVee AVillle AA'inlde (20th-Fox)
AA'e’re on the Jury (RKO)
1-23
AVestbound Limited (Univ)
AVhen’s Your Birthday? (RKO)
AA’hen Love Is Young (Univ) 4-3
When
Thief Meets Thief (UA)
AVhen You’re in Love
AA’hite Heat
Bondage
AA'hite
(Col) (WB)

(Col)
4-3

2-20

2-27

AAildeatter, The (Univ)
AA'ild Mone.v (Para)
AA'ings of the Morning ,20th-Fox) 2-6
AVings Over Honolulu (Univ) 5-15
AA’ith Kind Regards (Col)

s
(liicntin

Sandt'low

Maid of Salem (Para) 1-30
Make
Way
for Tomorrow
(Para) 5-1
Mama
Steps Out (M-G-M)
2-6
Man in Blue, The (Univ) 5-22
Man Who
Could Work ^lirades. The

(UA)

w

Racketeers in Exile (Col)
Radio Jamboree
(FN)
Range Defenders (Rep)

San

M

V

3-20

R

(Col)

(FN)

A'enus Makes Trouble (Col)
A'ivaeioiis Lail.v (RKO)

Q

2-27

2-6

Umbrella Man
(M-G-M)
Under the Red Robe (20th-Fox)
Utah Trail (20th-Fox)

4-24

of Mrs. Cheyney (M-G-M)
Train From Madrid (Para)

Laughing Senor (20th-Fox)
Lawman
Is Bom, A (Rep)
I.aw of the Ranger (Col)
League of Frightened Men
Left Handed Law
(Univ)

(Rep)

u
3-27

(RKO)

(Rep)

Turn
23%
Two
Two
Two

(WB)

Prince and the Pauper,
Prisoner of Zenda (UA)

2-13

4-17
4-10

1-30

Personal
Proiierty
Photo Finish
(GN) (M-G-M)

Street

(RKO)
(Univ)

in Morocco (Col) 3-13
in Texas (GN)
Outlaw. The (Rep)

L

(UA)

3-20

T

Trouble
Trouble
'I’rusted

l^ady Escapes, The (20th-Fox)
Lad.v Luck (WB)
Land Beyond the Law
(WB)

(Rep)

Low

Thirteenth Chair, The (M-G-M)
This Is My Affair (20th-Fox) 5-22
I’his AVay, Please (Para)

1-9

Paradise Express (Rep) 3-20
Park Avenue Dame
(Col)

King of the Gamblers (Para)
King Colomoii’s Mines (GB)
Knight Without Armor
(UA)
King of (he Sierras (GN)

G

4-3

That Man’s Here Again (FN) 4-3
They Gave Him
a Gun (M-G-M)
5-15
They AV anted to Marry (RKO)
1-2
That I May Live (20th-Fox) 3-13
There Goes My Girl (RKO)
6-5
Things Began to Happen (Para)

Last Forever (Col)
Happen to You (Rep)

K

4-10

(FN)

Take the Heir (RKO)
Talent Scout (FN)
Talk of the Devil (GB)
Tenth Man, The (GB)
Texas Cyclone (Col)
That Certain Woman
(WB)

A
(Para) 5-22
Grande
(Para)

On the Avenue (20th-Fox)
Once a Hero (Col)
One 3Ian Justice (Col)

(Univ)

Kid Galahad (WB)
5-15
Killers of the Sea (GN)
King and the Chorus Girl,
3-6

Last
Last

A

the
(M-G-M)
the City
Sea (Para)
Your Voice (Col)
Spare (Col)

3-20

o

I Met Him in Baris (Para) 5-29
I Promise to Pay (Col) 5-8
Internes Can’t Take Money (Para)
Invitation to a Murder (WB)
Isle of Lost Men (Rep)

1-30

Slave Ship (20th-Fox)
Slight Case of Murder,
Small Town Boy (GN)

Spy of Napoleon (GN)
Star Is Bom
(UA) 5-1
Step Livel.v,
Jeeves
Stolen
Holiday
(FN) (20th-Fox)

Nancy Steele Is Missing (20tli-Fux)
Navy
(Rep) 4-10
Navy Blues
Spy (GN)
New
Faces of 1937 (RKO)

Quality

:: June

College

Slim (WB)
5-29
Sing and Be Happy
(20th-Fox)
Sing, Cowboy, ,Sing (GN)
Singing Marine, The (WB)

Song
Souls of
of
Sound of
Speed to

Off to the Races (20th-Fox)
Oh, Doctor (Univ) 5-8
On Again — Off Again (RKO)

(FN)

Face the Facts (GN)
Fair Warning (20th-Pox)
Family Affair, A (M-G-M) 3-27
Fair Warning (20th-Fox)
Family Affair, A (M-G-M)
3-27
Fifty Road to Town
(20th-Pox)
Fight to the Finish, A (Col)
Firefly, The (M-G-M)
Fire Over England (UA) 1-16
First Lady (FN)
Flashing Skates (Col)
Fly Away
Baby (WB)
Footloose Heiress (WB)
Forever Yours (GN)
Forlorn River (Para)
Frame-Up
(Col)
Frontier Town
(GN)

to

5-22
(RKO)

I
I Cover

Murder

Listed
Which

N

Jim Hanvey, Detective Rep) 3-27
.loliiu Meade’s Woman
(Para) 2-20
Juggernaut (GN)

F
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6-1

J

Emperor’s Candlesticks (M-G-M)
Empty Holsters (WB)
Everybody Dance (GB)
Espionage (M-G-M)
3-13
Ever Since Eve (FN)
Exclusive (Para)

The

(Rep)

Pagliaeei (UA)
Painter in the Sky

E

Terror,
(GB)

Michael O’Halloran (Rep) 5-22
Midnight Court (WB)
1-30
IMidnlght Madonna
(Para)

Great
Great
Green

Hospital Myster.v (20th-Fox)
O’Malley, The (WB)
12-12
Light (FN)

Releases
or Distributor. All Pictures
Following Title is Issue in

Smoke
Tree Range
(Univ)
Soldier and the Lad.v, The (RKO)
Something to Sing About (GN)

Midnight Taxi (20th-Fox)
Missus America (RKO)
Motor Mad (Col)

Easy Going (RKO)
Easy Living (Para)
Elephant Boy (UA)

Gambling
Gangway

Maytime (M-G-M)
3-13
Melody
for Two
1-16
Men
in Exile
(FN)(WB)

It Happened Out West (20th-Fox)
It's l.ove I’m Alter (FN)

Dance, Charlie, Dance (WB)
5-1
Dangeous Adventure, A (Col)
Dangerous Holiday (Rep)
Dangerous Pleasure (Rep)
Dark ,Tourne.v (UA)
Day at the Races, A (M-G-M)
Death Takes a Cruise (GN)
Deep South, The (WB)
Devil Is Driving, The (Col)

Don’t 'rell the Wife (RKO)
Doomed
at Sundomi
(Rep)
Double or Nothing (Para)
Draegerman
Courage (FN)
Dreaming Lips (UA)
Dr. S,vn (GB)
Dynamite (GN)

Man Who
Foimd Himself (RKO)
3Marle Walewska
(M-G-M)
Marked Woman
(FN) 3-6
Married Before Breakfast (M-G-M)
Married Lady (20th-Fox)
Marry the Girl (WB)

Good Earth, The (M-G-M)
2-13
Good Old Soak (M-G-M)
4-24
(iorgeous (GN)
Government Agent (GN)
Great Gamblni, The (Para)

It Can’t
It Could

D

oF Feature

of a Picture, but Po Not Know
the Producer
TJnd er the Proper Comijany Headings.
Date

Gentleman From Kimberley, The (FN
Girls Can Flay (Col)
Girl From
Scotland Yard, The (Para
Girl Loves Boy (GN) 3-27
Girl Overboard (Univ) 3-13
Girl Said No, The (GN) 5-29
Git Along Little Dogies (Rep) 4-17
Go-Getter, The (WB)
5-8
Gold Backet, The (GN) 5-1
Gone With the Wind
(UA)

(Col)

Devil’s Saddle Legion, The
Dishonorable Lady (Rep)
Dodge City Trail (Col) 6-5

Index

Exhibitors Who
Know
the Title
INDEX
in Alphabetical O’tder

AA'oman
AA'oman
AA’omen

(FN)

Chases Man
I Love, The
of Glamour

(UA) 5-15
(RKO)
5-1
(Col)

(Univ)

Saratoga
Sea
Devils(M-G-M)
(RKO)
Seventh
Shallow

Heaven
Strikes,

(20th-Fox)
The (GN)

Shall AA’e Dance (RKO)
5-8
She Had to Eat (20th-Pox)
Shooting Showdown
(Col)
Silent

Barriers

(GB)

4-17

Y

4-3
You
You

Can’t
Can’t

Beat
Buy

Love
Luck

(RKO)
(RKO)

6-5

You’ll Be Married l>,v Noon (M-G-M)
You’re in the Arm.v Now
(GB) 5-15

37

PRODUCTION
A CHECK-UP
Numerals

Following

ON

CURRENT

Title Indicate Running

Time.

COMEDIES

I'rnin Dad to Worse (18) — On his honeymoon
the
liridegroom enters the wrong berth, gets into the
wrong
apartment
and
embarrasses the bride,
cliarlie Phase. .Tone fi. ’87.
M.v Eiitle Feller (18) — Postmaster receives a saclc
of mail containing a baby stolen liy kidnapers.
After a wild chase he gets the kidnapers. Andy
Clvde. May 21 ’87.
\1 roiig Miss Wright, The (IS) — Man
who
meets
a lovely girl during an ocean voyage attempts
to get nut of pre-arranged marriage.
Charlie
clia.se. June IS, ’37.
ANDY

ClADE

COMEDIES

COLOR

March

Fox’.v Pup
(9) — An
adventuresome
pup seeks to
emulate his father’s fo.\ hunting triumphs but
loses out. May 14. ’37.
Let’s Go (9) — The industrious liees set an example
for the grasshoppers by showing them how to
run their village. April 8, ’37.
Merry Manikins (8) — W’hen a couple of department store dummies
are pierced by cupld’s bow,
the merchandise in the store comes to life and
prepares a surprise wedding.
Mar. 19, ’37.
Mother
Hen’s Holiday (8) — After working
her
feathers off for her l>rood of mischievous cliicks.
the youngsters reward lier on Mother’s Day.
May
9. ’37.
Stork Takes a Holiday, The (9) — With the storks
on strike ami millions of Italdes undelivered, the
pelicans are called in as strike breakers. June
11, ’37.
TOCRS

When
the West IVas Y'oung (10) — A picture of the
dead city of Tombstone, Ariz., and scenes in
Hoot Hill cemetery where
people who
were
ivnched. or died with their boots on are buried.
Mar(

h

5, ’37.

< ttMMlMTY

SING

No. .8 (HI) — Against a "Gay Nineties” background,
Charles Irwin, monologist, and Andy
Sanella’s
musicians sing the good old songs. May 20, ’37.
COURT

OF

HUDIAN'

RELATIONS

Wedding Deal, The (10) — Young girl persuades her
wealthy father to finance a poor boy through
college. Graduating as a doctor, he realizes he

Flying South (6) — The Ground Hog radio station
predicts a long hard winter. As the ducks and
animals start south Farmer
A1 Falfa tries to
hitch on to some wild ducks but without success.

the cat back to bed with him. March 26, ’37.
Scrapp.v’s Band Concert (7) — A kiddie band gives
a
classical concert but Oopy
makes
lots of

March 19. ’37.
Hay Ride, The (8) — Kiko
five little bears join a

noise with his drums. April 29, ’37.
Serapp.'v ’s Music Lesson (7) — Introducing a
new
character, "Pooty- Polly,” tiie parrot, who fights
with Scrappy's music teacher, a howling German dialectician. June 4, ’37.
S( KEEN
SN.YPSIIOTS
•Series 16, No. 7
crew races and

lT RETTE

F'ift.v Y'ear Barter (10) — The complete story of the
purchase of the Virgin Islands whi<-h Lincoln
bargained for with Denmark
in 1 867 but the
United States finally bought in 1917. A
.John
Hix ’’.Strange As It Seems” story. May 20, '3?
Herald in the Skies (10) — The
story of Mark
Twain who was born when Halley’s Comet
appeared and died when
it returned. A
Hix "Strange As
KRAZY
KAT
Kra/.y’s

It Seems”

story.

April

first
John

Stone’s home, dressed in Gay Nineties costumes. Dolores Del Rio, Joe Penner and Gladys
Swarthout among
the stars. March 23. ’37.
Series 16, No. K (10) — Scenes at the Palm .Springs
Racquet Club and at the annual awards banquet
of the Academy
of Motion Picture Arts and

May 16,
22, No.
’37. 16 (9) — Madge Evans, Edward EverSeries
ett Horton and other stars with their pets and
a Hollywood swimming
meet witli Johnny Weissmuller and other acquatic stars. June 4, ’37.
SPECIAL
HAPPY
HOUR
Goose

Girl, The (20) — The fairy tale of the princess on lier way
to marry the prince wlio is
forced to change places with a
servant girl.

May 30, ’37.
Old Woman
in the AYoods, The
princess with two suitors gains
magic ring and finds her true
by

Uncle
THREE

to

(9) — Training

camp

shots

of

major

races and turf races. Mar. 5, ’37.
Fun in the Water (10) — A variety of water scenes,
diving, racing, water games
and fancy swimming. March 28, ’37.
Hiding the Waves
(9) — A review of water sports
start. ng with high diving and surf riding, motor boat races and other speedy dashes. June

38

STOOGE

23, ’37.
COMFIDIES

Back to the AVoods (19) — Three medieval stooges
are sent to the American colonies to fight the
Indians and take them on single-handed. May
14, ’37.
Dizzy
Doctors
(19)— The
Three
Stooges are
bounced out of their homes by irate wives but
Immediately set out selling a
new
medicine
known
as "Brighto" which finally lands them
in the hospital where
they use it on themselves. Mar. 19, ’37.
Three Dumb
Clucks (20) — The Three Stooges set
out to prevent their father’s marriage to a dizzy
blonde who belongs to a gang of blackmailers.
April 17, ’37.
TAVO REEL

COMEDIES

(«rand Hooter,
to renounce

The (19) — After promising his wife
lodge meetings Charlie runs into a
member
at a summer
hotel and complications ensue. Charlie Chase, Nina Quartaro.

brother

reporters hire out
to get a scoop on

woman’s
engagement
to a foreign
Kennedy and Monty Collins. April
AAGABOND
TRAYELER

as cook
wealthy

prince.
1, ’37.

Tom

Belgium (9) — Tom
Terriss takes a camera tour to
Ostend with its picturesque fishing boats and
the war-torn town
of Ypres where
millions
fought during the world war. Dec. 25, ’36.

(Distrihutpd
GAGS

sports. May 7, ’37.
Fleet Hoofs (9) — Following the education of horses
from colts to full-grown animals when they are
ready to take part in polo matches, harness

4, ’37.

April

E(ducational

Race of Time (8) —
Showing an industrial Utopia in 1999 when
homes
will be located in the air and manufactured
by floating

AYin

Don.

(30) — Beautiful
possession of a
love. Narration

2, ’37.

machines in the clouds. May 6. ’37.
NEAYS
WORLD
OF SPORTS
Fit

(9) — Stars visit the circus, the
an old-fashioned nickelodeon at

May 7, ’37.
New
News
(19) — Two
and butler in order

26. ’37.

l EA

CARTOONS

Ihittin’ Out the Kitten (7) — After Scrappy puts his
kitten out in the cold he dreams that the poor
thing is lonesome and cold and he finally takes

doesn’t love the girl tjut feels obligated to marry
her.
Alexander
Kirkland.
Dorothy
Lihaire.
Feb.

Release

Sciences. April 30, ’37.
No. !) (10) — With Ronald Colman
and the other
players on the "Lost Horizon” set; Ann Sothern and Anna
Sten in tlieir Hollywood homes.

26. ’37.

RHAPSODY

f OLCMBLV

is Notional

Fred

Stuck in the Sticks (18) — Andy, the general store
proprietor, and Si Ruggles, newspaper editor of
Mooneyville, are bitter rivals for the affections
of Ivy Flowers, who plays one against the other
until she outsmarts lioth. Andy Clyde, Esther
Howard.

Date

S( HAPPY

Columbia
AI.L-STAU

RELEASES

AND

Throiig^h

20th

Cenfury-Fox

Films)

GADS

Comic
Artist’s Home
Fife (19 — Jefferson Machamer marries a beautiful girl reporter in order
to get ideas for his weekly comic sheet. Jean
Christie. April 9, ’37.
SONG
AND
COMEDY
Dental

Follies

(10) — Young

dentist

puts

show to keep his patient’s mind off
Pinky Lee, Harold Waldrldge. Feb.
TEKRATOON

on

a floor

the pain.
26, '37.

Bug
Carnival (7) — A
little lady bug is almost
captured by a ferocious insect but her sweetheart
comes

to

the

rescue.

April

16, '37.

the kangaroo and the
neighborhood hay ridt

and ride to the ice pond. April 2, ’37,
Puddy’s Coronation (8) — Kiko and Puddy listen to
the radio broadcast of the Coronation and later
Puddy dreams it is his own, with himself in the
midst of the festivities. May 14, ’37.
Red Hot Music (8) — Kiko the Kangaroo

goes

to

the rescue
a fireman
when station
the orchestra’s
torrid
musicas sets
the radio
on fire.
March
TIM

5, ’37.
AND

IRENE

His Pest Girl (19) — Tim, selling hip flasks, and
Irene, selling lingerie, get their sample cases
mixed
and
run into embarrassing situations.
April 30. ’37.
TREASURE

CHEST

Songs of the Danube
(10) — Songs of the Danube
country presented in their native settings. May
7, ’37.
TMO

REEFERS

Her Accidental Hero (19) — A husky masseur plays
second fiddle with his best girl to a handsome
coi> until he captures a
gang
of insurance
swindlers. Harry Gribbon. May 28, '37.
Holding the Bag (19) — Tlie Sisters of the Skillet
open their own night club but when
the staff
walks out they act as cooks, cigarette girls and
entertainers. May 14, ’37.
Love in Arms
(20) — The headmistress of a girls'
school cancels the cadets’ invitations to the prom
but the girls get together and embarrass the old
maid.
Niela (Joodelle. May 21, '37.
Love Nest on Wheels (20) — Finding that a rundown hillbilly hotel is no place for honeymooners, the couple try to buy a trailer but find the
family cow has appropriated it. Buster Keaton.
March 16. ’37.
Melody Girl (19) — Neila’s brothers and her ten
per cent agent try to save her act by framing
her sweetheart and Vireaking up her romance
Neila Goodelle, Lee Sullivan. April 16, ’37.
Off the Horses (19) — After always picking the
winners but never betting, a racetrack follower
finally persuades himself to pass up his own
choice and put money on another. His original
choice wins a 200 to 1 shot. Bert Lahr. March
Pixilated (20) — A singing window
washer gets a
5. ’37.
chance
to be a romantic radio tenor and in trying to keep his marriage a secret from his newfound public gets in a jam.
Harry Gribbon
March 19, ’37.
Ready to Serve (19) — ^^Two process servers trying
to give a summons
to Dr. Brown in a hospital
narrowly miss all kinds of operations before
they

get

out

Patricola.

of his
March

clutches.
12,

Buster

West,

ToDi

’37.

Metro-GolcdAvyri-MaYer
FITZPATRICK
'TRAYELTALKS
Colorful Bombay
(8) — The second largest city
India with glimpses of religion, the manner

in
of

living and the famous race track. April 3, ’37.
Glimpses of Java and Ceylon (9) — Batavia, the
capital and chief seaport, and the Buddhist temples and priests of (ieylon. March 6, '37.
H(mg Kong — Hub of the Orient (9) — Scenes in and
around this populous trading city which is Chinese by tradition and
British by possession.
Serene Siam (9) — A
May
1. '37.
Siam, a city that
other city in the
29,HAPPY
'37.

visit to Bangkok, capital of
covers more area than any
world, except London.
May

HARMONIES

CARTOONS

Bosko's Easter Eggs (8) — The little pup gaily colors the eggs with bright spring tints. March
Bosko
and the Pirates (8) — The timid little pup
20, ’37.
gets courage to vanquish the bold bad sea robbers. May 1, '37.

BOXOFFICE

:: June 12, 1937,

THE

Swing

the

COMPLETE

CHECK«tlP

Wedding
(8) — A frog pond wedding ceremony with Cab Calloway, Fats Waller, Bill Robinson and other sepia stars caricatured among
guests.

Feb.

COMEDIES

Sometime Soon (20) — A day-dreaming factory girl,
hoping that a romantic nobleman will marry her,
meets a fellow worker who dupes her. Gregory
Inez

Courtney.

MUSICAL

March

6, '37.

Joe

E.

MUSICAL

Brown

and

others.

gives a lawn
stars are inChase, Clark
April

3, '37.

ROMANCE

Song of the Islands (10) — The life of the Hawaiian
natives including an outdoor banquet climaxed
h.v the world-famous Hula-Hula.
In Technicolor.
May

21, ’37.

OUR

GANG

Hearts Are Trumps
(11) — Ignoring St. Valentine’s
Day, the kids form a “He-Man
Woman
Haters
Club” but Alfalfa falls for a little girl’s wiles.
Spanky McFarland. April 3, ’37.
Rushin’ Ballet (11) — Escaping from a tough gang
by wearing ballet costumes, Spanky and Alfalfa
blunder onto a stage during a children’s dance
program. Spanky McFarland.
April 24, ’37.
Three Smart Bo.vs (11) — The kids use a can of
paint to start an epidemic and close the school.
March 13, ’37.
PETE

SMITH

SPECIALTY

Ski Skill_ (10) — Some of the experts in this winter
sport in dangerous jumps in the Swiss mountains. March 20, ’37.
Penny Wisdom
(10) — Prudence Penny, home economist, comes to the aid of a blundering bride
and helps her serve a delicious meal. Gertrude
Short. April 10, ’37.
Tennis Tactics (10) — Fred Perry, the tennis champion, demonstrates the form and ability that
’37.
carried him to three Davis Cup titles. May
1,
TABLOID
Bars

MUSICAL

and

Paramount
BETTY

BOOP

CARTOONS

Earl

Covert

heard.

and

March

basso

Tudor

19, ’37.

of adventurers travel
woods
to shoot big

game — with cameras. April 30, ’37.
It’s a Living (11) — Showing an assortment of people who prove that there are any number
of
’37.
odd ways to keep the proverbial wolf from the
door. In Cinecolor. March 5, ’37.
Nobody Home
(10) — Shorty, the baby chimpanzee,
finds plenty to amuse himself when
left alone
in a big house for the evening. April 2, ’37.
Safety in the Air (10) — The inside story of tlie
amazing aids to aviation developed by the federal government and individual airlines. May 28,
PARAMOUNT

Salesman, The (7) — Wiffle Piffle becomes a door-to-door salesman but his strange
he demonlooking gadgets fail to work when

strates them at Betty Boop’s house. Mar. 12. ’37.
Impractical Joker, The (7) — Betty calls upon her
eccentric old “Grampy”
to come to her aid and
put a stop to her cousin Irving’s practical jokes
June IS, ’37.
Pudgy Picks a Fight (8)— The pup is heart-broken
when he sees Betty fondling her fur neckpiece
as he believes it is a new pet. May 14, ’37,
Pudgy Takes a Bow-Wow
(7) — Betty’s little dog
engages in a fight with a troublesome cat while
she is endeavoring to present her song and
dance act. April 9, ’37.
CLASSIC

City’s rooftops; the mischievous antics of two
little bear cubs. April 9, ’37.
No. 10 (10) — Sailboats shown
in the three seasons; a visualization in Technicolor of “Twilight
on the Trail”; an electric organ half the size
of a grand piano. May 7, ’37.
No 11 (11) — Fishing highlights from widely separated spots such as the Bahamas, Alaska and
in the Orient, where they use birds to catcli
fish.

June

POPEYE

SAILOR

mained at the top. Mar. 12, '37.
Swing, Hutton, Swing (11) — Ina Rae Hutton and
her Melodears, an all-girl orchestra, are seen
and heard in a succession of current swing numbers. May 7, '37.
Trees (9) — Inspired by Joyce Kilmer’s poem, the
famous lines are interpreted musically and vocally in Technicolor. The Paramount
symphony

BOXOFFICE

:: June

12, 1937.

CARTOONS

them. April 16. ’37.
Morning, Noon and Night Clul» (7) — Popeye and
Olive Oyl put on a
dance at Wimpy’s
niglit
clul) but Bluto, his perennial rival, tries to ruin
their’37.
number. June 18, ’37.
My Artistic Temperature (7) — Popeye invades the
field of art. He
and
Bluto share a
studio
amicably until Olive Oyl puts
frantically to work
turning out

both geniuses
a
portrait of

her. March 19, ’37.
Twisker Pitcher, The (7) — A hard-fought
game
with Popeye heading one team
enemy, Bluto, as captain of tlie other.

baseball
and his
May 14,

SCIENCE

No. 5
(11) — The world’s largest camera
at the
Bureau
of Standards; new
household gadgets;
red ants for pets; the making of electric light
liulbs and a
40-year-oId automobile invention.
April

30, ’37.

mated cartoons out
26. ’37.

GRANTLAND

RICE

of

the

rope’s

gyrations.

No.
No.
No.

while It is the
able. Edgar Kennedy,
OF

8 (20)
9 (21)
10 (18)
PAIHE

Released

King Soccer (10) — A visit to Buenos Aires where
this international sport, soccer, is played before huge crowds. Narration by Ted Husing.
March 26, '37.
Pan
American
Champions
(10) — Showing
two
sports for which
Pan
Americans
are famous
Jai Alai, as played in Havana, and polo played
manufacture
the game is

played by men from ten to 70. May 14. ’37.
Wrestling, It’s a Laugh (10) — Man Mountain Dean
and some other champions in some hard-hitting
bouts followed by a wrestling match betwen two
April

23,

preferred that is valuKitty McHugh.
April

TIME
March
April
May

19. ’37
16, '37
14, ’37

NEWS

twice

1‘ATHE

weekly.

TOPICS

19:!(>-;S7 releases
(i (9)
7 (8)

April 2, ’37
May 21. ’37
FLASH

H< »rse Play (18) — While watching a polo match,
husband is swept by the fever and buys a horse
and the complete outfit. To his wife’s annoyance
the nag kicks a hole in the garage and ruins
tilings generally. Jack Norton, Barbara Pepper.
March

13, ’37.

RADIO

MUSICATi

COMEDIES

Mississippi Moods (17) — Mose loses all his money
in a crap game and is afraid to go home. The
other darkies give a rent party and save the
day. The Hall Johnson Choir. July 23, ’37.
Tlmt Man Sampson
(19) — The Hall Johnson Choir
sing several authentic spirituals against a background of the Negro’s conception o-f Biblical incidents. May 27, ’37.
SMART
Inlawfull

SET

COMEDIES

(18) — Just

as

a

couple

settle down, some of the wife’s
to gum
up the works. Johnny
April

STRUOGl.E

30,

TO

of

newlyweds

relatives arrive
Arthur, Maxine

’37.

DIVE

Desert Land
(9)— The constant search for food
indulged in by reptiles and insects living in the
desert

wastes.

April

5, ’37.

SI PERBAS
Wife Insurance (16) — When
his wife and motherin-law persuade him to take out life insuran<-e
Errol believes that they are trying to poison

SPORTLIGHTS

in the Argentine. June 11, '37.
.Swing Stars (10) — Starting with the
of a goif ball, the reel shows that

2, '37.

neighbor. June 11, ’37.
Locks and Bonds
(19) — Edgar nearly turns the
liouse upside down searching for some stock tie
thought wortliless but is now selling high. When
he finally locates it he finds the stock is only

Jennings.
SCREEN
SONG'
Please
Keep Me
in Your Dreams
(8) — A form of
burlesque newsreel with lampoons for back-seat
drivers and wojnen’s fasliions. Henry King and
his orchestra. May 28. ’37.
Twilight on the Trail (7) — While
spinning his
lariat, a cowboy artist makes fast-moving ani-

Apr.

COMEDIES

and Ed doing tlie housewoi’k. Vivian Oakland,
Franklin Pangborn. March 5, ’37.
Dumb’s tile Word
(18) — While cleaning the attic
of his house, Kennedy discovers a teapot full of
gold pieces but it is finally taken away by his

RADIO

Hospitaliky (7) — Popeye and Bluto try frantically
to get injured in order to have Olive Oyl nurse

band.

Bad Housekeeping (19) — Trying to prove to each
other that theirs is the easier job, Kennedy and
his wife switch jobs, with Mrs. K. at the office

No.
No.

4, ’37.

THE

and

KENNEDY

16, ’37.
MARCH

’37.

him.
Leon Errol, Dot Farley. July 9, ’37.
Wrong
Romance, Tiie (19) — Quarrelsome newspaper editor hires an. actress in order to make his
wife jealous l)Ut the schehie fails. Leon Errol,
Vivian

Oakland,

WORLD

ON

Barbara

Pepper.

May

4, ’37.

PARADE

California Missions (11) — ^Places of worship erected by the Franciscan Friars a century ago still
retain their origin charm. April 16, ’37.
Circus Winter Quarters (10) — The spectacle rehearses, the acrobats limber up and the animals
receive’36.training in winter quarters in Sarasota,
Fla. May 14, '37.
Mount
Vernon
(10) — The
camera
takes a
trip
through this historic shrine, once the home of
George

Washington.

March

19,

’37.

RKO Radio

HEADLINERS

plays Friml’s favorite compositions. June 4, ’37.
Star Reporter No. 8, The (9)— Ted Husing introduces some new
talent in the entertainment
field, including a young ballad singer, and also
demonstrates why
some
headliners have
re-

Fiorito

EDGAR

playing in their native Mexico. Mar. 12, ’37.
No. 9
(11) — Buddy
Clark singing during some
pastoral scenes; some new uses for New
York

rooster-Sula flirtatious

Blue Velvet Music (10) — Mark
Warnow
and his
orchestra. Buddy
Clark and the Symphonettes
in their modern type of dance music. April 9, '37.
Friml Favorites (11) — Conducted by Rudolf Friml
jr., son of the famous composer, the orchestra

Ted

common

girls.

Chicken a la King (7) — A love-sick
tan foresakes his harem of hems for
duck. April 16, ’37.

PICTORIAL

leader makes a date with a blonde just before
her tough boy friend gets out of prison and
leads him a merry chase until he is captured
while the orchestra is playing in a niglit club.

No. 8
(10) — The amazing
tides of the Bay
of
Fundy; Rainbows in Hawaii: seven talented musician-brothers, the youngest three years old,

March

Air

COLOR

also

POPULAR

Stripes (11) — Young orchestra leader, arrested for speeding, succeeds in having his entire band jailed in order to give a broadcast
from the cell. Vyoia Von, Maynard
Holmes.
Feb. 20. ’37.
Little Maestro, The (11) — A ragged and hungry
maestro wanders
into an
exclusive nightclub
where they believe he is a
famous musician.
Jerry Bergen, Billy Gray. March 27, ’37.

Hot

baritone
are

^llOtt5

RELEASES

KEVUE

Hollywood Party (21) — Eiissa Landi
fete and more than 25 Hollywood
cluded among the guests. Charlie
Gable,

Williams

Game
Trails (9) — A group
deep into the Canadian

Komance
of Digestion (10) — The story of a cookie
and its adventures in a man's stomach after it
'37.
leaves his fingers. Robert Benchley. March 13,

Gaye,

orchestra,

CURRENT

PARAGKAPHICS

13, ’37.

MINIATURES

MUSICAL

OH

BILL

United Artists

CORUM

Big League (10) — An intimate story of baseball,
leading off with training camps
and finishing
with scenes of games in Chicago, Boston and
New York. May 7, ’37.
Foreign Sports (10) — The games of other nations
starting with Ju Jitsu in Japan and ending with
the Jai-Lai contests in Mexico and Cuba. April
9. ’37.
Saratoga
Summers
(10) — While tracing the history of the famous racing resort, Bill Corum
shows
many
elaborate dwellings as well as
glimpses of the racing stables and track. March
12, ’37.
HEADLINER
Rhythm

on

the

Alpine
and
dog

MOUSE

Climbers (9) — ^Mickey Donald
a
new
cliaracter, a friendly
get

dizzy

in the

(18) — An

orchestra

mountain

Duck, Pluto
St. Bernard

heights.

July

25,

Donald

and Pluto (9) — Donald, the plumber, develops Pluto’s magnetic personality. Sept. 10. ’36.
Don Donald (8) — Donald, the duck, discards his
trusty burro for a modern auto with disastrou.s

results to his love affair. March 4, ’37.
Mickey’s Circus (9) — The circus goes to town for
the benefit of the orphans and Donald Duck
gets the works.
Mickey’s Elephant

COMEDIES
Rampage

MICKEY

Sept. 5, ’36.
(9) — Mickey’s

new

in

his

Pluto
supplants
elephant, fections.
Oct. 8, '36.

pet,

a

master’s

baby
af-

39

.Shott6

THE

Mickey’s Moving- Day
(8) — Mickey, Donald
and the Goof help to move an animated

Duck
piano

to new quarters under Peg Leg Pete’s watchful
©ye. June 26, ’36.
iMi<-key*s Rival (8) — Mortimer Mouse, Mickey’s old
pal, returns to stir up some competition in the
battle for Minnie’s affections. Aug. 27. '36.
Moose Hunters (8) — Donald Duck
and the Goof,
disguised as a feminine moose, go hunting in
'37.
the wilds with unexpected success. March
12.

SILLY

SYMPHONreS

Mother Pluto (8) — Mickey’s faithful pal, Pluto, a
real he-dog, unintentionally turns motherly to
a

flock

of

little

chickens.

Nov.

12,

’36.

PLACES

WITH

LOWELL

THOMAS

N<». 33 ^9) — Miami, Fla., the world’s most famous
tropical winter playground, is shown in its entirety from the palatial homes of the wealthy
to the primitive tents of the original inhabitants. the Seminole Indians. March 15, ’37.
No. 34 (8) —
A fiesta to the ox in San Isidro,
Mexico; borax deposits in Death Valley; the
hottest spot in the United
lion dollar mystery man

CHECK-UP

ON

No. 34 (9) — A
skyscraper made
of matches;
strange marriage rites of the gypsies; flowers
made of candy; a breeding place for silk worms
in Manhattan; a machine for wearing out fabrics; a canine lifeguard wh© saves kittens. Mar.
29, 35
’37. (10) — ^ The
No.
president’s double; an eggpoaching pooch; lighthouse-keeping in the middle of Atlantic City; a blind watchmaker;
a
school that played hookey; a Cuban Dr. Divine.
April 26, *37.
No. 36 (9) — A collector of wooden horses; a bat
farm; a girl who x-rays flowers; an alarm for
dozing drivers; a one-pooch power cart for a
crippled dog.
No.

37

(10) — A

restaurant

with

magnetized

cut-

lery; a human
alarm clock in London’s Limehouse; a
396-pound policeman; a collection of
feathered pets; a Hollywood girl who is driven

Universal
GOING

COMPLETE

States; the two milwho
lives in Death

along by dog transit. June 21, ’37.
No. 38 (9) — A pretty girl's pet lion; a new gold
mine just discovered 'in Nebraska; a 6 foot, 10
inch, army
private; a
pet deer for a
dinner
guest; a
mausoleum
decorated with life-size
Statues; a Cuban who cracks cocoanuts on his
.skull. July 19. ’37.
COMING
Ace

SERIALS:

Drurninoiid — 13

Jungle

Jiin — 12

episodes.

Secret

Agent

X — 12

from

The

in making

miniature

MKANY,

MINY

airplanes.

MOE

June

7, ’37.

CARTOONS

Big Race, Tlie (7) — The three monkeys
get into
the big auto race and after a breathless ride
across hills and down dales they win the $5,000
purse from Barney Hippo, ace contender. March
1, *37.
Lumber

Camp
(7) — A little bear makes life miserable for the wood-chopping
chimpanzees by
continually snatching their flapjacks until the
mother bear takes him over his knee. March

15, *37.
Steel Workers
(7) — Noticing a sign offering free
lunch with a job. the three little monkeys take
a construction job and start tossing hot rivets.
April

26.

*37.

MENTONE

COMEDIES

Bargain Matinee (10) —
Val Irving, running an
elevator in a department store, whisks his passengers to each floor where they can witness
bargain entertainment matinees.
Maple
Leaf
Trio, The Five Flats. Apr. 4, *37.
Cocktail Party, The (10) — When
the professional
entertainers fail to show up the bartender and
nightclub employes put on a show of their own.
Lucille Page, Lew Parker. May
12, ’37.
It’s on the Record (10) — Harry Rose, running a
music store, receives a visit from a singer looking for an old record. Their reminiscences spring
to

life

and

entertain.

Roy

Smeck,

Roy

Camp-

bell’s Royalists. Mar. 17, ’37.
Shoes With Rhythm
(10) — A shoe shop is having
poor business until the girl partner puts on a
show which makes
passersby stop and starts
business booming. Frances Williams, the Rhythm
Boys.

June

OSWALD

9, ’37.
CARTOONS

Birthday Party (7) — Oswald
invites the three
little ducklings to his birthday party with disastrous results to the presents and refreshments.
March 29. *37.
Duck
Hunt
(7) — Oswald
and Elmer, his pooch,
start out on a hunt with new mechanical duck
decoys, but the dog proves too noisy, wild ducks
pelt the pair with eggs and the hunt is generally exciting if unsuccessful. March 8, *37.
Trailer Thrills (7) — The little rabbit gets a trailer
for his car but the two machines want to go in
opposite directions and the trip is a bust. May
3. *37.
M’ily
(7) — substitutes
When
Mrs. doorknobs
Cluck leaves
her Weasel,
nest theThe
weasel
for
her eggs but Oswald’s
beast. June 7, ’37.
STRANGER

THAN

dog

catches

the

thieving

FICTION

No. 33 (9) — A
one-armed
paperhanger; Chinese
typewriter containing 5,000 characters; barnyard
chickens with goggles; bicycle with
down
pedals; eyebrows a yard wide;
(Juck

40

and

cat;

one-legged

ski

runner.

up-andfighting

Mar.

1, *37.

TIME

VAEDEVILI.E

and his dummy,
Charlie McCarthy. Mar. 6, '37.
Nickel Lowdown
(10) — A
variety subject with
Cliarles Kemper
and Co.; Paul Robinson and
the Horton Boys, hill-billy musicians; and Le
Paul, magician. May 1, ’37.
Vitaphone
Diversions (10) — The
Five Juggling
Jewels; Dave
Monahan,
xylophonist; Brown,
Rich and Ball, a
comedy
team; and Smitli
and Dale, dialect comedians. April 3. ’37.
Vitaphone Funsters (10) — A variety subject with
the Three Swifts in a juggling act: Johnny Burke
in a monologue; Andy and Louise Carr in a tap
dance, and the acrobatics of the Reddingtons.

In Technicolor. May 22, ’37.
La Swing (21) — A
troupe of

performers

theatrical

take over a
hotel and add
tainment to the other services of the
(21) — Ken

Murray,

about

May Street
8, ’37.(21) — Cherry Preisser, star in a BroadPlay
way show, invites her sister, June, and Duke
Mcllale to a
party where
they demonstrate
their dancing ability. April 3, ’37.
Lifer.s of the Party, The (20) — Two policemen pursue the Yacht Club Boys to get them to play a
benefit where they do their specialties. April
17, ’37.
Boinance of Robert Burns (16) — The
leaves his country sweetheart to

famous poet
go to Edin-

burgh where he meets a society girl but he returns to his home
in time to marry his true
Owen King. Linda Perry. In Technicolor.

April Defects
10, ’37. (22) — A
Sound
radio team, flying to a
broadcast, are forced down
near an amateur
radio station operated in a barn, Rufe Davis.
Irene Delroy. June 5, ’37.
Taking the Count (20) — Joe Palooka tries to enter society but only succeeds in getting mixed
up with a phony count who tried to marry his
April

24, ’37.

COLORTOFK

ADVENTURES

Alpine Grandeur (10) — A journey through the Swiss
Alps showing the lakes and mountains which
are a tourists’ paradise. May 15, '37.
Cradle
of
Civilization (10) — B.
M.
Newman
photographs places in the Levant and along the
Mediterranean where
western civilization first
liegan.

April

17, ’37.

dog

go

pig surmounts these obstacles. Feb. 6. '37.
Porky’s Romance
(7) — Porky Pig displays his romantic nature to Petunia Pig but he finally
decides

to

remain

MELODY

a

bachelor.

April

3, ’37.

MASTER

Jacques Fray and liis Hotel St. Regis Orchestra
(10) — The well-known orchestra leader and his
pianist lead the band through several musical
numbers.
March
27, ’37.
Grenet

street

and

his

Orchestra

(10) — In

a

Cuban

setting, the orchestra plays Latin American tunes while Concliita dances and several
dance.

June

19, ’37.

Special Arrangements
(10) — Peter Van
Steeden
dreams of the day when
he will have an orchestra of his own as the band plays several
selections arranged by
MERRIE
MELODY
( In Color)
Ain’t We
tlirown
the

Got
out

ice-box

Van

Steeden.

Mar.

6, ’37.

lAin (7)— A cat is punished by
of the house wnen his master

being
finds

empty,

dam-

but

mice

really

did

the

age. May 1, ’37.
Clean Pastures (7) — The boss of Heaven is worried about the lack of new customers until Fats
Waller and Cab Calloway go back to Harlem
to lure recruits. May 22, ’37.
Fella With the Fiddle, The (7) — The
a

little

violinist.

March

27,

romance

of

’37.

Only Have
Eyes for You
(7) — An
iceman Is
spurned by his girl friend who runs away with
a crooning ventriloquist while a persistent old

maid captures the Iceman. Mar. 6, ’37.
SI reaiulinerl Greta Green (8) — A little auto wants
to grow up into a taxi so it plays hookey from
school and goes into the traffic to play. June
19,PICTORIAL
’37.
7

REVUE

(10) — Explaining the manufacture of phonograph records; women
playing polo; manufacture of lipsticks, the latter sequence in color.

to

March 27, ’37.
Movie Mania (21) — A movie mogul, believing that
nothing is well done in the studio directs, acts
and does the love scenes himself. Dave Apollon.

girl.

his

but when
he locates a duck it outsmarts him and the pig goes home empty-handed. April 17, ’37.
Porky’s Road Race (7) — As Porky is about to win
the auto race, the competing star, Borax Karoff,
uses unfair means to have him lose but the little

enterplace.

married, finds that his past amours
prevent him from
enjoying his marital bliss.

love.

and

hunting

No.

March 13. '37.
Mail and Female
get

head for home.
May 15, ’37.
Pork.'t ’s Duck
Hunt
(9) — Porky

I
BUEMTIE.S

Day at Santa Anita, A (18) — Little girl who owns
a race horse is taken from the track by the Society for Protection of Cliildren but dashes back
in time to cheer Iier horse to victory. Sybil
Jason.
Hotel A

20, ’37.

17, ’37. Journey
Musical
to South America
(10) — The
Uimac orchestra plays several tunes in sets repI'esenting Buenos Aires, Rio de Janeiro and the
Soutli American pampas.
May 8, ’37.

Brins: on the Girls (10) — A vaudeville show with
Alice Murphy’s Quintuplets, novelty act; Goff and
Kerr, songs and imitations; and Edgar Bergen

May 29, ’37.
BKOADIVAY

March

TUNES

Porky and Gabby (8) — The stuttering pig and his
pal, the goat, go camping but when a pesky bee
prevents them from setting up the tent, they

natives

Vitaphone
BIG

camera.

LOONEY

Jam Sessions, The (10) — Clyde McCoy and his orcliestra, after finishing a
broadcast, go to a
cabaret where they take part in the show. April

Valley. March
22, ’37.
No. 35 (8) — Scenes in the snowscapes of the Cascade Mountains of the Pacific Northwest showing skiiers and the frosty beauty of winter. April
12, *37.
No. 36 (10) — IJfe in Nassau, the Bahama
Islands,
including the tourists* activities and the occupations of the dark-skinned natives. May 10, ’37.
No. 37 (9) — Gathering maple syrup in New
England; a bird colony in the Everglades; Actor
Reginald Denny
who
has a profitable sideline

color

Mystery

episodes.

RELEASES

Nature, the Artist (10) — The beauties of flowers
and plants are brought to the screen in all
their naturcd glory through the medium
of the

Eliseo

episodes.

phantom
Rider, The (changed
Rider) — 15 episodes.

CURRENT

March 20, ’37.
No. 8 (10) — Bowling

with

melons;

proper

coiffure

for
No.
a

milady; the latest styles in shoes for women, the latter sequence in color. April 10, ’37.
9 (10) — Various new inventions, such as runner to prevent automobiles from skidding, and
bullet-proof suit. Also odd accidents about

the
and

house, the
the latest

manufacture of men’s felt
fashions in bathing suits.

hats
May

1, 10
’37. (10) — Girls dancing on water; preparing
No.
breakfast in a large hotel; raising rabbits for
their fur; manufacturing Morocco leather, the
latter

sequence

in color.

VITAPHONE

May

22, ’37.

NOVELTY

Cheek Your Cash (10) — Luis
a
bunch
of card sharps
knowledge of card tricks

Zingone falls in with
on a
train but hi.s
beats them at their

own game.
May 22, ’37.
Double Talk (10) — Charlie McCarthy,

the

dummy,

is a

bad boy inmate of Edgar Bergen’s orphanage and when a wealthy women
wants to adopt
him he shocks her into leaving. June 26, ’37.
Ghost to Ghost Hook-up,
A
(11) — The
Radio
Ramblers have an opportunity to display their
famous imitations of popular stars in a haunted
house. April 3, ’37.
Home
Run on the Keys (9) — At a hunting lodge
Byron Gay
and Zez Confrey, composers, are
trying to get an idea for a song when
Babe
Ruth reminisces about his baseball days, hence
the title song. April 24, ’37.
Medium
Well
Done
(10) — Theodore
Hardeen,
brother of the late Houdinl, explains the tricks
which

fake

spiritualists

ing public. Mar.

play

upon

an

unsuspect-

6, ’37.
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INDEPENDENTS SEEK PACT REVAMP
Half of New Season
20th-Fox Deals Sold
20th Century-Pox’s annual sales convention ended late last week on an optimistic note as departing delegates were
told by John Clark, sales chief, that almost 50 per cent of the new season’s contracts had already been sold. In view of
this, Clark said, no radical change in the
1937-38 sales policy is contemplated.
Conventionites learned from Sidney
Kent, however, that higher film rentals
and increased admission prices are inevitable to compensate for the severe losses
incurred by American films in the wartorn
European market. The damages in foreign
sales have amounted, Kent estimated, to
$4,000,000 in the past year.
The next 20th Century-Pox convention
will be held in New Orleans.
Clark stressed the importanca of a follow-through policy on pictures sold, by
which salesmen would be expected to cover
every town and situation in their respective territories to keep informed on conditions.
The new season’s advertising budget has
been set at more than $1,000,000, Charles
McCarthy, advertising and publicity director, announced, a substantial increase over
last year's quota.
Establishment of a “no-budget” production fund by Kent and Joseph M. Schenck
was lauded by Darryl Zanuck, vice-president and production chief.

GOLDWYN TO PRODUCE
FEDERAL THEATRE FILM
“Sweet Land of Liberty,” a musical picture built around activities in the Federal
Theatre Project, will be produced by Samuel Goldwyn from the story by George
Bradshaw and Joseph Bigelow.
Production begins on completion of the
“Goldwyn Pollies,” and Virginia Verrill,
Ella Logan and Jerome Cowan have been
spotted for leading roles.

Victory Pictures Ahead
Despite Fire
The $25,000 fire which gutted the
Victory Pictures Studio in Culver
City early this week has not affected
production on that company’s current picture, spokesmen for the
studio said. The blaze, which is
thought to have started in the property room, spread through the wooden structure and consumed one of
the sound stages, inflicting heavy
damages on the remainder of the
property.
Sam Katzman, Victory producer,
put the Tom Tyler
Range,” back into
day, the cameras
ment having been

western, “Mystery
work the following
and office equipcarried to safety.

COLONY PREPARES FOR
2 MORE SALES MEETS
With the Paramount sales convention to
be concluded late this week, Hollywood was
bracing itself for the onslaught of two
more groups of company salesmen, distributors and executives led by RKO Radio,
which will check in June 16 for its fourday annual conference. Following the
RKO Radio convention Columbia, in the
rear-guard of the heavy company meeting
schedule which has hit the film capital
this year, will convene June 21 to conclude
the year’s program of visiting salesmen.
A. A. Schubart, of RKO Radio’s distribution department, checked in this week to
aid Howard Benedict, studio publicity
chief, in completing preparations for the
convention, with delegates expected early
next week aboard a special train. Both
RKO Radio and Columbia will headquarter
at the Ambassador Hotel.

Guild Agreement Pinching
Low-Budget Films, Says
J. E. Chadwick
The Screen Actors Guild this week was
in the throes of attempting to smooth out
the first major snag in its closed-shop contract with major and independent motion
picture producers when I. E. Chadwick,
representing the independents, lodged a
plea with the Guild for concessions in their
agreements.
Chadwick, after conferring with a committee representing the signatory producers, told Guild leaders that strict enforcement would make the cost of westerns and
other low-budget productiOKS prohibitive.
Earlier in the week producers had named
their representative committee to function
in interpreting arbitration and other
clauses in the Guild contracts, selecting
E. J. Mannix as chairman. Henry Herzbrun, B. P. Schulberg, Phil Krasne and
Scott R. Dunlap are also members. Weather permitting calls, conditions affecting
employment of stunt men and other special groups and clarification of certain provisions in the basic agreement will be the
committee’s objective.
Committee

Studies

Problem

Their first chore was the independentproduction problem which was immediately
referred to a Guild committee composed
of Robert Montgomery, Franchot Tone,
Kenneth Thomson and Aubrey Blair, in
whose hands it now rests for consideration.
The Guild is also considering a revision
of its producer contract whereby stock
players will be given a weekly-drawing account in place of the present minimum
weekly pay rate.

Wanger Ties Three

One-Film Deal

Gene Towne and Graham Baker, scripting duo, will be joined by Tay Garnett,
producer- director, as a permanent working trio in forthcoming Walter Wanger

Edward H. Griffith has signed a onepicture deal with Columbia to direct Grace
Moore in “I’ll Take Romance.” The
film goes into work next week, following
which Griffith returns to 20th CenturyFox to take over another chore.

pictures and' on their Renowned Artists
assignments. Under the plan Garnett will
direct “Stand-In,” which Towns and Baker
adapted for Wanger, while the writing
team
will script “Tradewinds” for Garnett
at Renowned.
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DISSENSION RIDDLES STRIKE RANKS
Three Unions Still on Strike
May Deal Separately
With Studios
With

the repudiation

of Joseph

Clarke,

president of 'the international painters’
brotherhood, as their leader in the studio
walkout by the local painters’ union; the
resignation of W. B. Cullen as president of
the striking Federated Motion Picture
Crafts; and the reported, but unconfirmed
withdrawal of Charles Lessing, FMPC
strike ringleader, dissension within that
body

this week pointed to an early termination of the long-drawn-out walkout.

Present

indications

are

that

the

May

Withdraw

National

IATSE

Labor

Opposition

Relations

Board

has

already advised producers that negotiations are pending with the local unions,
and George Browne, president of the International Alliance of Theatrical Stage Employes, has indicated that he will withdraw
his objection to a settlement if it is negoattack

tiated by the individual unions. Browne’s
had been centered on FMPC activi-

ties, particularly that body’s insistence on
maintaining jurisdiction over makeup artists and hair stylists. Clarke, painters’
brotherhood leader, however, had already
conceded these two unions to the IATSE
when his peace offer was spurned by the
FMPC.
The peaceable manner in which the
walkout has been so far conducted was
marred this week when Robert Weise, a
draftsman at Warners, was set upon and
beaten.

Taken into custody, but later released, were Lessing, Dale Weaver, Ralph
Jester, R. E. Peckham and other FMPC
strikers.
Others

Progressing

Meanwhile other studio crafts have been
progressing steadily in their organizational
plans for recognition by producers. The
Society of Motion Picture Film Editors appointed a committee to compile data on
wage scales and working conditions to be
used as the basis of its negotiations, and
has opened headquarters in Hollywood.
Artists and illustrators have submitted
their demands to Pat
labor representative.

OWEN

producers’

DAVIS JR. IN

"ROARING
Monogram

Casey,

has

CAMP"
signed

Owen

CAST
Davis

jr.,

for a featured role in “The Luck of Roaring Camp,’’ the Bret Harte story. Davis
recently wound up a two-year pact with
RKO Radio.
I. C. Willat will direct from
play by Harvey Gates.

Walt Disney’s first feature length
cartoon production, “Snow White and
the Seven Dwarfs,” has been plunged
into rejiewed work following the producer’s return last week from New
York. To be made in Technicolor
and

released
ture is to be
cartoon, as
humanized,

Grand National’s release schedule for
June, July and August has been set by Edward
Alperson, with the following pictures
to go:
“Bank

the screen-

Alarm,”

with

Conrad

Nagel

and

Eleanor Hunt, June 18; B. F. Zeldman’s
“Sweetheart of the Navy,” June 25; an

by RKO Radio, the picin no sense an animated
the characters are to be
not caricaturized.

Edward Finney production, “Riders of the
Rockies,” July 2; “The Shadow Strikes,”
produced by Max and Arthur Alexander,
July

Seek Reshowings
of Distinctive Films
The

cream

of past achievements

in the

motion picture, both American and foreign, will be brought back for showings
to its members by the Southern California
Film

Society, according to a circular
sued this week in the film capital.

with foreign films to be presented on alternate Wednesday evenings and American
productions on alternate Tuesdays.
Gledhill,

Secretary

Secretary of the society is Donald Gledhill, who also holds the executive secretaryship of the Academy of Motion Picture
Arts and Sciences. Under him will function a committee made up of Welford Beaton, George Cukor, Cecil B. DeMille, Howard Estabrook, Mrs. Victor Fleming, Lew
Gensler, Edmund Grainger, Rupert Hughes,
Fritz Lang, Jesse L. Lasky, A1 Lewin, Frank
Lloyd, Kenneth Macgowan, Douglas MacLean, Rouben Mamoulian, Lee Marcus,
Edwin Schallert, David O. Selznick, Hunt
Stromberg, Genevieve Tobin, Rob Wagner,
William Wyler, Jack Zeitlin and other film
and local society notables and educators.

HIRLIMAN

the Hooded Horseman,” August 6; “Love
Takes Flight,” a Condor production, August 13; “King of the Sierras,” August 20;
and “Trailing Trouble,” with Ken Maynard, August 27.

"SMITH"

SIGNS DIX

FOR YEAR'S SERIES

The contract also carries options for a
year.
second year, with the probability that Dix
will direct at least one of the features in
the second group.
“Custer’s Last Stand’’
the first of the series.
Dix

will probably

be

had, just a short time before, terminated his acting contract with Colum-

bia, where he had

last appeared

in “The

1937-38

PRODUCT

production

program

will be built around the seventeen “SecretService Smith” novels and stories by Major
R. T. M. Scott, to which E. B. Derr, Crescent president, acquired film rights last
week.
Derr will produce six of the mystery
thrillers this season, with more to follow.
Derr, B. A. Moriarty, vice-president, and
Frank Melford, production supervisor, are
laying plans for a nation-wide search for
a stellar lead, with production set to start
on the first film August 1 at Hollywood
Studios.
The “Smith” yarns have been published
in novel form, in pulp magazines and Sunday newspapers throughout the world in
more than twenty languages.
Crescent recently wound up its series of
historical-action films starring Tom Keene.

"HIGH, HANDSOME"
GETS N. Y. PREMIERE
“High, Wide and Handsome,” the Jerome Kern-Oscar Hammerstein dramaticmusical produced by Paramount, will be
world

Richard Dix has signed a personal contract with George Hirliman whereby he
will be started in four historical romances
which Hirliman will produce for release
through RKO
Radio, during the coming

THRILLERS

CRESCENT
Crescent’s

large and regular audience on a membership subscription basis. Two concurrent
series of five programs each will start this
month, probably at the Filmarte Theatre,

Donald

9; Ken Maynard in “Boots of Destiny,” July 16; an English production, “Rendezvous in the Alps,” July 25; Zion Myers’
“Small Town Boy,” July 30; “Mystery of

is-

Led by scores of motion picture names,
the society plans to mobilize a sufficiently

Devil

42

GRAND NATIONAL SETS
RELEASES FOR QUARTER

three

unions still on strike — painters, makeup
men and scenic artists — will petition separately for recognition by the producers,
thus washing up completely what remaining strength lay in the FMPC organization.

The

Disney Renews Work
on Feature

premiered July 7 at the Astor Theatre, New York, company executives announced last week.

Rouben Mamoulian, director, and Randolph Scott, who plays opposite Irene
Dunne in the film, will fly from Hollywood
for the affair.

Advise on "Salute"

Technical advisers on RKO
Radio’s
“Annapolis Salute” will be Commander
W. S. Delaney and Lieutenant Commander
L. G. Bannerman, U. S. N., appointed by
Admiral David Foote Sellers, superintendent of the United States Naval Academy,
where Director Christy Cabanne is now
filming portions of the picture.

Is Driving.’’
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Directors Pushing Propam
for Collective Bargaining
"Gone With the Wind"
Not Tops
New York — “Gone With the Wind”
was summarily rejected by nearly 500
delegates to the American Writers
Congress, meetmg here, who balloted
among themselves to pick the best
book of the year ended May 1.
Just in case it would seem that
David O. Selznick made a serious
Ending

what was termed the most intensive child talent quest in film history, David O. Selznick selected 12year-old Tommy
Kelly, from the

Bronx, to play the title role in “The
Adventures of Tom Sawyer.” Here’s
Tom rehearsing the famed “dead cat”
episode.

mistake when he paid a small fortu7ie for the screen rights of the
Pulitzer Prize winner and best seller,
it is pomted out that the Ainerican
Writers Congress is made up of the
literati, who
anyway.

don’t go to “the movies”

Donald Ogden Stewart, hwnorist
a7id scree7i writer, was elected president of the C07igress.

GRAND NAT'L BOOSTS
FACILITIES AT STUDIO
On

the heels of its convention and extensive product announcement Grand National has taken steps to enlarge studio
facilities in order to take care of the increased production scheduled for 1937-38.
Having completed six new bungalows to
house the office personnel, construction
has begun on two new sound stages on the
site of the studio’s central building, formerly used for storage and office space.
Harry Sherman, who rents space on the
lot, draws two bungalows. James and 'William Cagney occupy another, while the
others will house Bud Barsky, Richard
Rowland and Eugen Frenke, GN producers.

Extend Wes Ruggles
Wesley Ruggles’ producer-director pact
with Paramount was extended by the company last week. He goes next on “True
Confession,’’ the Carole Lombard vehicle,
which Claude Binyon is scripting from the
novel by Louis Vernuil and Georges Berr.

Jam Handy Gets Space
stage and office space at Grand National has been rented by the Jam Handy
commercial picture company. A short exploiting a popular make of automobile is
now under way with Albert Kelley and
Don

O’Connor
NEW

Victor

directing.
VICTOR

Young

YOUNG

will write

and

JOB
direct the

musical

score for “Souls at Sea’’ at Paramount. He goes to work after completing
his current musical direction assignment

on

“Double

Goldwgn Vice-Prexg
Into UA Coin Search
Elaborate

machinery

bargaining act. Leaders of the organization, under the presidency of King Vidor,
were to meet later this week to draw up
demands to be made of producers, and to
decide whether to include unit managers
and casting directors in the group.
The platform will be filed with Pat
Casey, producer representative, within
the next two weeks, spokesmen for the
directors

said, with a representation exceeding 75 per cent of active directors of
features and shorts in Hollywood on the
roster. The SDG body will meet again,
following drafting of demands, to have
the platform ratified by the membership.

TWO CROSBY FILMS
UNDER COHEN BANNER
Bing Crosby is lined up for his next two
starring films, with Emanuel Cohen slated
to do his next under his personal contract
with the crooner. The Cohen story is an
untitled original, while the other, “And
Then Came Spring,” is a musical romance
by Angela Sherwood and score by Rudolph
Friml.
Franciska

Gaal

has been

tentatively

set

to play opposite Crosby in “And Then
Came Spring,” and Edward Everett Horton and Ben Blue will have comedy parts.
Harlan Thompson will produce.

Abe

stock held by UA’s founders — Mary Pickford, Douglas Fairbanks and Charles

Grand
draws

Chaplin — Goldwyn and Korda have, it is
understood, been lining up possible backers in the United States, and are now extending their search to possible European
capitals.

O’Brien vehicle, “Windjammer,” Meyer is
currently recording the music for the

Exact figures on the deal were never
disclosed, but it known that the negotiations reached a figure which will make
the transaction, if and when effected, one
of the

most important financial accomplishments in motion picture history.

Miss Pickford, Fairbanks and Chaplin
will retire from active owner-membership
in UA with small stock holdings, turning
the management over to Goldwyn and
Korda. David O. Selznick and Walter
Wanger, producing for United Artists release, will not be affected by the change, it
is said.

New Musical Chore

Bobby

Meyer

will supervise

the music

for

National’s “Small Town Boy,” and
a similar chore on the George

Breen

vehicle

“Make

a Wish.”

New Grainger Chore
“The Shannons of Broadway” has been
placed on Universal’s shooting schedule
with Edmund Grainger set to produce.
Brown Holmes will script. The story was
made

once

by Universal

as a silent.

MARJORIE LORD IN "FALL GUYS"
Feminine lead in “The Fall Guys,” the
next Wheeler-Woolsey starrer at RKO
Radio, will be Marjorie Lord. Production
starts next week with Eddie Cline directing.

or Nothing.’’
PARAMOUNT

:: June

SCRIPT

ASSIGNED

SCRIPT

“Yesterday’s Cheers’’ will be scripted for
Paramount by Edwin Gelsey.
BOXOFFICE

financing

ago, the Screen Directors Guild this week
was pushing its program for recognition by
the producers under the Wagner collective

stone, Korda’s financial advisor, on a
money-raising journey to Europe.
Given six months in which to raise an
undisclosed amount for the purchase of

"ZORRO"
ON

for the

of options on United Artists’ holdings
given Samuel Goldwyn and Alexander
Korda some weeks ago was put into motion this week when David Rose, vicepresident of Goldwyn Productions, left for
the east to join Korda and Murray Silver-

Claiming to have brought more than 400
members into its fold since plans for its
organization were drawn up some weeks

12, 1937.

NEW BREN PACT
“Return of Zorro,” Republic serial, will
J. Robert Bren has been given
be scripted by Barry Shipman. Sol Siegel
writing contract at RKO Radio.
will produce.

a

new
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NBC Los Angeles Outlets
Mag Get Drastic Revamp
Possibility that the National

Broadcast-

ing System’s local outlets — Stations KFI
and KECA — will undergo drastic revamping in policy and procedure in preparation
for the expected rush of programs to the
coast next fall loomed large in radio circles when Lenox Lohr, NBC president,
checked in late last week for conferences
with local executives.
It is expected also that Lohr will okay
plans for the construction of the muchdiscussed new NBC studios, which have
been held in abeyance for some months
due to inability to find adequate and satisfactory space. Lohr is conferring with
Don Gilman, coast network chief, on plans
for improving the facilities of KECA in
particular.
Television

Innovation

Bows

The Mutual-Don Lee Broadcasting System officially inaugurated its new television sound channel transmitter last week
by broadcasting two sight-and-sound programs to celebrate the first anniversary of
the opening of “high definition” television
demonstrations to the public. Methods and
technical apparatus are largely under Don
Lee patents, with Harry Lubcke in charge.
The sight-sound transmissions will be
placed on regular twice-daily schedules,
except Sundays and holidays.
The trek to the National Association of
Broadcasters’ convention in Chicago began when Lewis Allen Weiss, Don Lee general manager, left with Wilbur Eichelberg,
KFRC manager, for the confab. They will
continue on to New York after the NAB
meeting for conferences with Mutual executives on fall schedules and program
lineups.
More
The

Summer

summer

Vacations

slump

received

another

thrust this week when Cecil B. DeMille’s
Lux Radio Theatre was scheduled to sign
off July 5 to be resumed in September.
The program has been aired over the CBS
network. The Hollywood in Person program. however, which last week was announced as being permanently dropped,
will be carried on an expanded basis on a
nationwide CBS program. It goes dark
for one week beginning July 11 to come
back July 19 on its revamped schedule,
being switched over from its NBC channel.
To hail the almost phenomenal growth
of radio in the Hollywood area, which
within the past year has raised the erstwhile film capital to second position as
headquarters for nation-wide ether entertainment, the Hollywood chamber of commerce and merchants’ association was to
hold its annual banquet at Station KFWB
this week. All of the local radio stations
were to be presented at the affair, which
was arranged by John Dolph, assistant to
Donald W. Thornburgh, vice-president of
the Columbia Broadcasting System, and
Harry Maizlish, general manager of KFWB.
Staff
Personnel
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Changes

shifts found

Jack

Joy, after

one week as Don Lee’s program director for
KHJ, being promoted to a similar post over
the statewide Lee network. Glenhill Taylor has left CBS’s Station KNX to join a
radio agency; Connie Blake, formerly assistant to Alan Cormack, CBS traffic chief
in San Francisco, takes over a similar spot
with Cormack in Hollywood; and Ben Gage
has been added to the local NBC announcing staff.

TRIO OF STAR NAMES
SET FOR NEW RKO FILM
“Fight for Your Lady,” which Ben Stoloff will direct for Producer A1 Lewis at
RKO
Radio, will star Herbert Marshall,
with Jack Oakie grabbing a featured role.
Margot Grahame
inine assignment.

draws

the leading

fem-

The story is based on an original
Jean Negulesco and Isabel Leighton.

by

BEN CHAPMAN BOOSTED
TO TOP CASTING SPOT
Emanuel Cohen has promoted Ben Chapman from assistant to casting director at
Major, replacing Veronica Grusling, who
resigned to join the Paramount casting office.
John Boisseau and Mildred Ginsberg will
aid Chapman, who came over to Major
from the Hal Roach casting office some
time ago.

ACTIVE PRODUCTION
AGAIN AT GENERAL
With A1 Mannon having joined General
Pictures as a producer, and Bill Deming
readying his first feature for the company,
inactivity of several months’ standing is
due to be broken shortly.
Mannon will produce four westerns and
two outdoor musicals for the studio’s 193738 program. Deming is preparing to make
“Night Edition,” from the story by Ray
Doyle,

Fitting into a post specifically created
for him. Bill Grady returns to Metro this
week

as a roving
ant to Ben Thau

company contract
other studios.

talent scout and assistand to handle deals for
players

on

loanouts

to

Grady had been with RKO Radio as a
talent scout. He is expected to leave for
the east July 1 in search of new faces.

under

lOHN CROMWELL

his execu-

GOLDWYN'S

ON
"POLO"

John Cromwell will direct “The Adventures of Marco Polo,” starring Gary Cooper, for Samuel Goldwyn, the producer announced this week. Production starts
within two weeks, with Cromwell working
from the script by Robert Sherwood.
Sigrid Gurie, Norwegian stage actress,
makes her film debut opposite Cooper in
the production.

O'BRIEN STAYS UNDER
HIRLIMAN CONTRACT
George O'Brien remains under contract
to George Hirliman, of Condor Pictures,
for another year under terms of the new
optional contract signed last week.
Simultaneously Hirliman’s releasing deal
for the O’Brien picture with RKO Radio
was renewed. O’Brien’s current series will
be completed in July.
David Howard will be associate producer.

Gottler Assigned

has

BILL GRADY RESUMES
METRO SCOUT CHORE

as his first chore

tive producer’s post.

Archie Gottler will supervise the casting
and dancing and musical staging on
“Something to Sing About,” the Victor
Schertzinger production for Grand National. Gottler has been in England supervising the Jessie Matthews pictures for
Gaumont British.

Emmett J. Flynn
Emmett J. Flynn, formerly a motion picture director, died last week after a brief
illness at his home. He is survived by
Frank Flynn, a brother, and his widow.
He was 45 years of age.

SI Signs Menzies
Following
with
been

his return

from

an assignment

Alexander Korda in England, William Cameron Menzies, screen director, has
signed

by Selznick

International.

Adapts "DamseT'

Morrie Ryskind will adapt “A Damsel in
Distress” for RKO
Radio. Pandro Berman will produce the Fred Astaire solo
starrer. The P. G. Wodehouse original will
be directed by George Stevens, with a musical score by George and Ira Gershwin.

“ACCIDENTS

WILL

HAPPEN"

IN WORK

B. P. Schulberg put “Accidents Will Happen,” next to last of his pictures for Paramount, into work last week with Erie Kenton directing.

JACK CARSON ’TERM PACT
RKO
Radio has signed Jack Carson,
stage actor, to a term contract. He had
appeared in “bit” parts in “Vivacious
Lady” and “On Again-Off Again,” both
for the studio.

NEWFELD HELMS SCOTT'S NEXT
Sam Newfield will direct “Song With
Bullets,” the next Fred Scott musical western, for Producer Jed Buell. Spectrum will
release.
BOXOFFICE
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Screen Writers Digging
in for Jurisdictional War
Lesser Studio Deal
Hinges on Republic
A trio of guests at Director Raoul
Walsh’s surprise party undertakes to
learn a few tricky dance steps from
LeRoy Prim, Paramount dance director, on the right. Gail Goodson, Peter
Arno — New York artist — and Gloria
Youngblood are the pupils.

Third False Start
Up Against Simone
A third false start has been chalked up
against Simone Simon, French actress under contract to 20th Century-Pox, with
the announcement that she has been withdrawn from the cast of “Danger — Love at
Work,” in which she was scheduled to appear opposite Jack Haley.
Her retirement from the film comes as
a repetition of similar moves on two other
20th Century-Fox productions — “Under
Two Flags” and “White Hunter.” At the
time she was removed from the cast of
“Under Two Flags” it was reported that
the film had been nearly one-quarter completed, and was remade with Claudette
Colbert, on loan from Paramount, replacing the Darryl Zanuck discovery.
Repercussions during the filming of
“White Hunter,” in which Warner Baxter
was starred, found Director Irving Cummings turning in his resignation after its
completion. June Lang filled the spot vacated by Miss Simone.
Reason for her exit from “Danger — Love
at Work” was given as poor typing for the
much-ballyhooed star, with Zanuck declaring that he will search for another
story that better fits her “personality.”
No time will be lost by the change, as
Ann Sothern has been borrowed from
RKO Radio for the spot. Otto Ludwig
Preminger is directing from the story by
James Edward Grant. Others in the cast
are Edward Everett Horton, Mary Boland,
Walter Catlett, John Carradine, Etienne
Girardot and E. E. Clive.
NEW 20TH-FOX WRITER
Pierre Collings has signed a scripting
contract with 20th Century-Fox.
BOXOFFICE

Sol Lesser’s long-talked-of plan to garner his own studio space will be ended
with the purchase of Republic Studios, in
North Hollywood, “if he can obtain suitable terms,” spokesmen for the Principal
Pictures president declared this week.
If, however, the deal as outlined by the
Guaranty Liquidating Corp., which has
leased the property to Republic, does not
meet with Lesser’s approval, he will shoot
his heavy 1937-38 production schedule on
the RKO Radio lot and elsewhere if he
can obtain space.
Lesser, hard-pressed for studio space,
has long considered various plans for remedying the situation, chief among which
has been the purchase of his own property and the construction of his own studios. The Republic purchase would, spokesmen assert, clear up the problem with a
minimum of difficulty and put Lesser in
control of a single concentrated production
unit, removing the difficulties which surround his present scattered organization.
Breen

Film

in Work

Principal has the Bobby Breen picture,
“Make a Wish,” in work now, and has just
completed “The Californian.” Another
Breen starrer is slated for early production
and Lesser will make several action pictures from Zane Grey and Harold Bell
Wright novels, as well as a series of Tarzan
films based on the Edgar Rice Burroughs
stories.
The Guaranty board of directors this
week were to obtain Lesser’s reaction to
their offer.
Executives of Republic refused to comment on Lesser’s possible deal with the
Guaranty Liquidating Corporation, and
spokesmen for the studio would not disclose whether plans for housing the company elsewhere were under consideration
should the Lesser transaction go through.

Indications that the Screen Writers
Guild-Screen Playwrights war for acceptance as representative body for screen
writers in their dealings with producers
may drag out for months loomed this week
when both organizations filed pleas with
the National Labor Relations Board to be
affirmed sole representative under the collective bargaining clause of the Wagner
Act.
Earlier in the week a suggestion that
the newly revived SWG affiliate with the
Playwrights was vetoed by the former as
the SWG met to nominate and elect its
slate of officers and directors. Simultaneously the Playwrights fired the opening
guns in a membership drive, endeavoring
to enlarge its ranks in readiness for the
NLRB’s arbitrational decision as to which
body contains a majority of accepted screen
writers.
Dudley

Nichols

on

Gets "Tish"

Guild

More than 400 SWG members attended
the meeting at which its officers were
elected. A board of directors made up of
Sheridan Gibney, Albert Hackett, Dashiell
Hammett, Lillian Heilman, Brian Marlow,
Dorothy Parker, Edwin Justus Mayer,
Samson Raphaelson, Morrie Ryskind and
Donald Ogden Stuart was named.
Both

CareyWils
Wilson will produce “Tish,” the
Mary Roberts Rinehart novel, for Metro.
Edna May Oliver gets the featured spot.
Screenplay is being written by Leonard
Lee and Walter Wise.

Heads

The SWG has chosen Dudley Nichols as
president; Charles Brackett, vice-president; Frances Goodrich Hackett, secretary;
and John Grey, treasurer. At the election meeting a firm stand for autonomy
was taken, members adopting a resolution
asking the Authors League, of which it is
an affiliate, to amend its constitution so
that such home rule may be brought about.
The SWG will set up its own offices in
Hollywood, removing itself as much as possible from the Authors League, and will
conduct all negotiations with producers
directly from the film capital headquarters.
The Screen Actors Guild, whose stand
in the jurisdictional battle would, Hollywood considers, be of material assistance
to whichever group it lent its support, has
so far maintained a neutral attitude, and
reports that the SWG was approaching the
International Alliance of Theatrical Stage
Employes for support have so far been
unconfirmable.

Seek

Members

A concerted membership drive by both
groups will be launched shortly. The actual number of members in the Screen
Playwrights, Inc., which obtained producer
recognition and acceptance of a code of
procedure some months ago is not known.
Dr. Towne Nylander, director of the NLRB, will probably withhold his decision
for some time.

"Traverse^' Writer Set
Screen treatment on Paramount’s “The
Long Traverse,” story of the Hudson Bay
Co. and the North Country, will be handled
by Jeanie Macpherson.
Production begins next fall.

Joins BOXOFFICE

Staff

Milton L. Cohen has joined the Hollywood advertising staff of Boxoffice.
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Academij Welcomes Studio
Dictator for Labor Matters
The Academy of Motion Picture Arts
and Sciences declared this week that the
appointment of B. B. Kahane as producer
"dictator” on labor matters if, when, and
as it materializes, will in no way affect
the status of that body in Hollywood. On
the other hand, Donald W. Gledhill, Academy secretary, said the creating of such
a position will prove a boon to the Academy in that it will then be given the
opportunity to devote its energies to the
perfection of picture production from the
technical and artistic side without the interference of economic pressure.
Would

Be

“Go-Between”

Kahane, it is understood, will, if appointed, act as go-between for the producers in their dealings with the films’ creative talent — actors, writers, directors and
others — and would take over all of the
duties in this regard which once reposed
in the Academy. His appointment, however, is still pending, as a meeting at which
he was to be signed for the position was
postponed indefinitely because of the death
of Jean Harlow early this week.
Gledhill affirmed his confidence that
the Academy would function on a stronger
and more unified basis than ever when
he declared:
"The Academy's load was lightened when
the Screen Actors Guild and the Screen Play-'
Wrights opened separate negotiations with
and were recognized by the producers. Such
centralization of all other creative crafts is
all to the good. We are glad to be relieved
of such economic negotiations. It leaves us
open

to devote more time to our primary purpose— the advancement of non-economic technical units and the exchange of ideas for the

making

of better

pictures."

Spokesmen for the Motion Picture Producers Association would not comment on
the imminent appointment of Kahane as
to what effect it might have on that organization’s activities, but it is generally
understood that he would function on an
entirely separate plane, in no way connected with the work being done by Pat
Ca-sey, labor representative. Casey will, it
is believed, handle the difficulties and ramifications of the various technical groups
and laboring crafts as he has been doing
for the past several months, while Kahane
will be the buffer for the trials and tribulations of writers, actors, directors and
other creative groups if, as and when they
organize.
Kahane is at present legal advisor and
assistant to Harry Cohn at Columbia, and
was once in charge of RKO Radio’s Hollywood studios.
The Academy will continue its research
and technical activities, its publication
work and the annual Awards banquet.

Sales Meets Cost
Coloni] Half Million
Taking time off from worrying about
studio strikes and listening to the usual
quota merger rumors and other brands of
Hollywood gossip, the film capital sat down
with pad and pencil this week to estimate
the approximate expense to which eight
companies will have been put to bring out
and entertain their sales forces homeoffice
executives.
Those who had nothing else on their
minds agreed that this year’s crop of conventions— of which two more are scheduled in Hollywood — will be without doubt
the most lavish in the history of motion
pictures, and the general run of estimates
sets the total budget at a rough $560,000.
This figure — the allotment usually set
for the making of a fair-grade of B picture
— covers the expense of bringing to Hollywood about 1,600 salesmen, managers, distributors, executives and other personnel
of eight major motion picture companies.
Of these Metro heads the list with 375
in attendance, closely followed by 20th
Century-Fox with 250. RKO Radio and
Columbia, whose conventions are still to
come, will bring out a total of 500 — 250
each. Universal numbered 125 visitors on
its program: Paramount had more than
100; Grand National entertained about 70,
and Republic brought up the rear with an
approximate 35 franchise holders.
All but Republic housed their delegates
at the Ambassador Hotel for an average
stay of five days, while the latter company
made its headquarters at the Hollywood
Roosevelt.
The $560,000 figure was arrived at by
alloting an individual budget for each delegate of $350. This figure varies in proportion to the lavishness of each company’s entertainment quota, ranging probably from $275 to $400.
Of this half-million dollar expenditure
fully half, it was computed, went into gala
and sumptuous “going-away” parties for
the conventionites at local night spots. The
remaining is broken down into transportation, hotel expense and meals.

SILVERSTEIN

RKO
TO

RKO

PACTS

RKO Radio has signed George Shelley
and Crawford Weaver, stock and vaudeville actors, hoping to build them into
leading men calibre.
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SCRIPTS

"HEROES"

“Saturday’s Heroes” will be scripted by
David Silverstein for RKO Radio. Robert
Sisk will produce.
ASSIGNS

LANDERS

Lew Landers will direct “Highway to
Hell” for RKO Radio from the script by
Sy Bartlett. Maury Cohen will produce
with John Beal and Joan Fontaine in the
leads.

FOX BORROWS BRUCE
TO FILL NAME TRIO
Virginia Bruce has been borrowed from
Metro by 20th Century-Fox to share starring honors with Warner Baxter and Loretta Young in “Wife, Doctor and Nurse.”
Barbara Stanwyck, whom Darryl Zanuck
had originally intended to borrow from
RKO Radio, turned the part down because
of another commitment.
Walter Lang is directing under the production eye of Raymond Griffith.

Resume SI Confab
Resuming conferences begun some time
ago in New York, John F. Wharton, Selznick International treasurer, and L. F. Altstock, company comptroller, checked in
from Gotham this week. They will remain here for two weeks conferring with
David O. Selznick and other studio executives on production and budget costs. Mrs.
Wharton accompanied the eastern representatives.

"Winkle" Premiere
“Wee Willie Winkie,” 20th Century-Fox’s
latest Shirley Temple release, opens at the
Carthay Circle Theatre June 25, following
the completion of the four-week run of
M-G-M’s “Captains Courageous.” Feature
will play two-a-day with the 20th CenturyFox Technicolor Coronation film, a threereeler, which will be given its world premiere at that time.

New UA Construction
To take care of the expected heavy influx of players on the United Artists lot,
where Samuel Goldwyn will shortly have
four pictures in simultaneous production, a
new block of dressing room suites, of three
rooms each, are being constructed by that
producer.

Artist Pacted
Paramount has signed Russell Patterson, artist-illustrator, stage designer, and
creator of the puppet “personettes,” as
general advisory assistant to William LeBaron, production chief. He will do special set and costume designs as well as musical numbers.

Starts Errol Series
Robert Gilroy started production this
week on the first of a series of eight Leon
Errol short comedies for RKO Radio’s
1937-38 program. Jean Yarbough is directing from the scripts by Charles Roberts and Harry D’Arcy.

Mary Bovard Cast
Mary Bovard draws a featured
RKO Radio’s “Stage Door” and
acting contract with the studio.
Berman is producing with Gregory
doing the dmection.
HOERL

ON

NEW

role on
a term
Pandro
La Cava

SCRIPT

Monogram’s “Telephone Operator” will
be scripted by Arthur Hoerl. Lon Young
produces.
BOXOFFICE
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^Inimatlc5
•k

Prank

Melford, Crescent Pictures supervisor; E. B. Derr and B. A. Moriarity,
production heads, left for New York last
week to set releases on the new season’s
product.
Sam Marx, Samuel Goldwyn’s story editor, left for New York last week.
★
William C. DeMille and his wife are en
route to Hollywood via the Panama Canal
and are scheduled to land next week, his
brother Cecil learned last week. It is their
first visit to the coast in several•k years.
★
William Boyd was honored at a "location” birthday party last week by Producer
Harry Sherman, the affair taking place in
Kernville.
The companys’ convention brings Russel
Holman, New York production executive,
to Hollywood and Paramount this week,
accompanied by A. M. Botsford and Mrs.
Botsford, who have been in the east on
personal business.
k

Ralph Raingers parents, Mr. and Mrs.
William H. Reichenthal of New York, arrived from the east last week to make their
home in Hollywood.
*

Smith Ballew has been made an honorary member of the Texas Rangers and
given the badge of office — a ten gallon
hat.
*

The Masquers Club held its
del Night this week with R.
presiding and Joe Ratliff as
Weber and Fields were guests

seventh SeiH. Burnside
brewmaster.
of honor.

*

John Boles is vacationing
City for two weeks.

in Mexico

k

Anthony Quinn has returned from a tenday vacation at Tortilla Flats.

Pathe’s president, O. H. Briggs, was due
in from New York this week.
*

Fenn Kimball, General Pictures president, has gone east to set releasing dates
for his forthcoming

season’s product.
k

Funeral services were held late last week
for Mrs. Ray Goldstone, mother of Phil
Goldstone, at the Glasband Chapel. Rabbi
Harry Merfeld and Rabbi Henry Rablin
officiated, with burial following at the
Hollywood Cemetery.
*

Mr. and Mrs. Leon Schlesinger celebrated
their 28th wedding anniversary this week.
k

Here

for a month

Warner’s fifth annual golf tourney was
won by E. R. Cromar, of the electrical
department, with a 72, leading 350 entrants. Only four Thespians engaged in the
competition, but finished far down the list.
Tommy Goldrick was chairman, with the
tournament taking place at the Rancho
Club.

GN Caster
Vance Carroll, casting director at Grand
National, has appointed Marjorie Benson
his assistant. She was with Central Casting for four years.
TEASDALE IN "MARCO POLO"
Verree Teasdale gets a role in “The Adventures of Marco Polo,” which Samuel
Goldwyn gets underway next week with
John Cromwell directing.
BOXOFFICE
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k

The George Antheils became the parents
of a boy, born at the Cedars of Lebanon
Hospital this week. Antheil is an author
“The
and composer and is nowwasscoring
the former
.” Mrs. Antheil
Buccaneer
Boski
Markus.
*

Recovered from a slight cold which teas
exaggerated into a serious illness by reports last week, Gary Cooper has reported
for work on his nextk picture assignment.

on studio contacts,

Milton Weiss, of Metro’s New York publicity staff, is a guest of Howard Strickling
at the studio.
k

Mr. and Mrs. William Goetz left this
week for New York, where they loill book
passage on the Normandie for a European
vacation.

More than 100 Universal executives welcomed John M. Stahl back into the fold
this week with a banquet. Charles Rogers
was master of ceremonies and other company officials made speeches of greeting to
who has been off the lot for
the producer,
than a year.
more
*

k

Columbia’s casting director, Bobby Mayo,
and his wife, Patricia Farr, will combine
an eastern vacation with a talent-scouting
jaunt when they leave for New Orleans,
Havana, Wisconsin and Chicago.
*

The James Burkes hosted Mr. and Mrs.
Roger Imhof and the Andy Clydes at a
dinner party at their home last week.
k

Dorothy Parker and husband, Alan
Campbell, planed in from New York this
week to begin work on a scripting assignment for Samuel Goldwyn.
*

John Charles Thomas, the singer, was
honored guest at a dinner party given this
week by Mr. and Mrs. Edward Arnold.

k

Edward Alperson, president of Grand
National, has returned from New York
where he has been attending post convention sales meetings with the home office
sales staff.
★

Guests were Dr. and Mrs. Richard Hageman, Mr. and Mrs. Roland Lee, Mr. and
Jacoby and Mr. and Mrs. WilMrs. Julius
liam Worthington.

STORY

BUYS

“Finishing School,’’ an original by Laurence Kirk
and F. Tennyson
Jesse, has been purchased by
Metro.
Edward
has l)een

Sinclair’s original, “The Rockabye
purchased by General Pictures.

Kid,”

William Pierce, secretary to Universal’s Charles
R. Rogers, has sold an original, “My Buddy,” to
the studio
“Love on Parole,” an original
Brown
and Emanuel
Mannheim,
chased by RKO
Radio.
Paramount
has purchased
inal, “Passport 'Trouble. ”
Edward
Lansing has
in the Air,” to General

Kurt

sold his
Pictures.

Siodmak’s

original,

magazine

stories

based

by
on

“The Little Black Cloud,” have
by 20th Century-Fox from Darrell

Lee

*

Metro’s special foreign distribution representative, Sam Berger, left for New York
stay on the coast.
this week after a month’s
k
Robert Bren and Edmund Hartman have
returned to RKO Radio foliowing their
vacations.
k

Mr. and Mrs. Harold Lloyd entertained
a party of celebrities at a local night spot
this week. Among the guests were W. S.
Van Dyke, Tom Brown and Anita Louise,
Fred Cady arid Georgia Coleman, Mr. and
Mrs. Lloyd Nolan and Speed Post.
k

The Benjamin Glazers — she is Sharon
Lynne — plan to vacation for the summer
in Europe when his current production assignment for Paramount is completed.

orig-

“Murder

George
the

Boyle,

character,

r"
braltaRodgers
"GiPatrick
Script and

are

scripting their original, “The Rock of Gibbraltar,” at 20th Century-Fox. Kenneth
Maegowan will produce.

been purchased
Ware.

“Without Warning.” a play by Ralph Spenser
Zink, has been purchased l)y Warners.
Bryan Foy
will produce.

Smith

Monroe Owsley, screen actor, was buried
this week at Forest Lawn, Glendale. He
died suddenly in Belmont, California, of a
heart attack. Harry A. Owsley, a brother,
and Mrs. Gertrude Hedges, a sister, survive the actor, who was 35 years of age.

Daniel Moore

“Escape to Glory,” a war yarn
has been acquired by Columbia.
Eight

by G. Carleton
has been pur-

Kenneth Thomson, executive secretary
of the Screen Actors Guild, was to leave
late this week for Neiv York to open a Guild
k
office there.

Freeman’s “The Natchez Trace,” a
sippi River story, has been bought l)y Sol
Ballew will be starred.

MissisLesser.

READIES

"MODELS"

SCREENPLAY

Screenplay for “Artists and Models of
1938” will be prepared for Paramount by
Leo Birinsky. Vincent Minnelli will produce.
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J^lctutQ5 S)n “TltQ Alak
Ij.VDY FIGHTS
BACK
<Producer:
'arruth.
Edmund

(Univ) — with Wendy Barrie.
Grainger, Director: Milton

LO\ E .VHOY
(Rep) — Producer: Armand
Schaefer.
Director: Hamilton McF^adden.
STAGE
DOOR
(RKO) — Ginger Rogers. Katharine

PREPARING
AUK
HI SliANDS
NECESSARY
(Para) — with
Claudette Colbert. Producer: Ernst Lubitsch.
Director: Ernst
Lubitsch.
Original: Dorothy
Bennett. Screenplay: Preston Sturges.
COME
ON
LEATHERNECKS
(Rep)— with
Regan. Producer: Colbert Clark. Original:
rell and Stuart Chase.

Phil
Dor-

( OWBOY

Gary

AND

THE

LADY,

THE

(UA)— with

C’ooper, Merle Oberon. Producer: Samuel Goldwyn. Screenplay: Dorothy Parker, Alan Campbell.
END
OF THE
M'ORLD
(Para) — with Bing Crosby,
01ymi)e Bradna. Director: Henry Hathaway.
ES(b\PE
Boyle.

TO

OLORY’^

(Col) — Original:

George

EVPENSIVE
HUSBANDS
(WB)— with
Beverly
Roberts. Producer: Bryan Foy. Director: Bobby
Connolly. Original: Jay Brennan, Jean Negulesco.

Hepburn. Adolphe Menjou, Gail Patrick, C'onstance Collier, Marjorie Lord, Eve Ardon, Jean
Rouverol, Norman
Drewy,
Harriett Brandon,
Betty Jane Rhodes, Frances Gifford; Linda Gray,
Alison Craig. Adele Pierce, Elizabeth Dunne,
Lucille

Ball, Leona Roberts, Andrea Leeds, Margaret Early. Producer: Pandro S. Berman.
Director: Gregory LaCava.
Original: George S.
Kaufman. Edna Ferber.
I'.MBRELL.X MAN
(M-G-M) — with George Murphy,
Rite Johnson, Leo G. Carroll, Henry Stubbs, Keith
Kenneth.
Colin Kenny,
Robin
Adair, Frank
Beecher, Leyland Hodgson, J. M. Kerrigan. Producer: Sam Zimbalist. Director: William Thiele.
M'lOLLS FARGO
(Para) — with Joel McCrea, Frances Dee. Bob Burns,
Producer: Frank
Lloyd.
Director: Frank Lloyd. Screenplay: Stuart Lake.
WIFE,
DOCTOR
AND
NURSE
(20th-Fox) — with
Loretta Young. Warner
Baxter, Virginia Bruce.
Producer: Raymond
Griffith. Director: Walter
Lang. Original: Kathryn Scola, Darrell Ware.

(M-G-M) — with Norma
ShearOriginal: Robert Sherwood.

FLU
NE^'ER
FORGET
(M-G-M) — Producer: J. J.
Cohn. Director: Edward
Cahn. Original: Charles
Bright, Robert Trasker.
Screenplay: George
Harmon
Coxe.
LITTl^E
Darrell
LOVE
ton

BLACK
Ware.

CLOUD

(20th-Fox) — Original :

ON
PAROLE
(RKO) — Original:
Brown. Emanuel
Manheim.

G.

Carel-

I..UC'KY

STAR
(RKO) — with Bobby Breen. Producer: Sol Lesser. Original: Renee
FuelopeMiller, Screenplay: Julius Klein.
Ml RDER
ON THE
AIR (General) — Original: Edward Laning.
MY
BUDDY
P.VSSPORT
Siodiiiak.

(Univ) — Original: William A. Pierce.
TROUBLE
(Para) — Original :
Kurt

RANGER’S
FEUD
(Col) — with
Whitney. Producer: Larry
Spencer Bennett.

Bob Allen, Eleanore
Darmour.
Director:

RI\ER
OF .MISSING 3IEN (Col) — with Jack
Producer; Larry Darmour.
Screenplay:
Kilpatrick.

Holt.
Tom

SHHH!
THE
OCTOPUS
(WB)— Original : Ralph
Murphy. Screenplay: George Bricker.
SONG
WITH
BULLETS
(Spectrum) — with Fred
Scott. Producer: Jed Buell. Original: Whitney
Williams. Screenplay: Fred Myton.
SWEET
L.VND
OF
LIBERTY
(UA)— with Ella
Logan, Virginia Verrill, Jerome
(iowan. Producer: Samuel Goldwyn.
Screenplay: George
Bradshaw. Joseph Bigelow.
VAG.XBOND
KINCi, THE
(M-G-M) — with Nelson
Eddy. Natalie Bodaya.
WESTERN
GOLD
(20th-Fox) — with Smith Ballew.
Original: Harold Bell Wright. Screenplay: Forrest Barnes. Earl Snell. Bernard Schubert.

STARTING
ADVENTIRES
OF
MARCO
POLO
(UA)— with
Gary Cooper. Sigrid Gurie, George Barbier. Producer: Samuel Goldwyn.
Director: John Cromwell. Screenplay: Robert Sherwood.
ADVENTIRES
OF
TOM
SAWYER
(SI)— with
Thomas
Kelly, Elizabeth Patterson. Producer:
David
O. Selznick. Director: H.
C. Potter.
Original: Mark Twain.
C.VRELESSLY
(UA) — with Henry
Fonda, Joan
Bennett. Louise Platt. Producer: Walter Wanger.
Director: Arthur
Ripley.
Screenplay:
Joshua Logan.
CHARLIE
CH.VN
ON
BROADWAY
(20th-Fox) —
with Warner
Oland, Keye Luke, Louise Henry.
Producer: John Stone. Director: Eugene Forde.
Screenplay: Helen Logan. Robert Ellis.
EVERYBODY’S
DOING
IT (Para) — with William
Gargan, Orien Heyw'ard, Vivienne Osborne, Richard Carle, Nora Cecil. Producer: B. P. Schulberg. Director: Erie Kenton,
Original: George
Auerbach. Screenplay: Fredrick Jackson, Theodore Reeves.
FOOLS

OF

THE

LEGION

(RKO)— with

George

O’Brien. Producer: George Hirliman. Director:
David Howard.
Original: J. D. Newson.
INSIDE
STORY
(WB) — with Ronald Regan, June
Travis, Eddie Acuff, Ben
Weldon, George E.
Stone. Raymond
Hatton. Producer: Bryan Foy.
Director: Nick Grinde.

George

Waggner.

Screenplay:

Harold

HOPALONG
RIDES
AGAIN
(Para)— with William
Boyd. George Hayes, Nora Lane, Harry Worth.
William Duncan, Loi.s Wilde.
Producer: Harry
Sherman.
Director: Les Selander.
Original:
Clarence
E.
Mulford.
Screenplay: Norman
Houston,
lAFE

OF THE
PARTY
(RKO) — with Gene Raymond. Harriet Hilliard. Joe Penner, Victor Moore,
Helen Broderick, Eric Blore. Thelma Leeds, Erik
Rhodes, Parkyakarkus, Margaret Dumont. Ann
Shoemaker,
Lloyd Shackelford, Jane
Rhodes.
Producer; Edw’ard Kaufman.
Director: William
Seiter. Original: Joseph Santley.

100 MEN
AND
A GIRL
(Univ) — with Deanna Durl)in, Leopold Stokowski, Adolphe Menjou, Fredrick Murray, Lee Prather, Edith Penn, Mischa
Auer, Jack Mulhall, Harry Allan, Clyde Cook.
Jack Stewart, Jameson
Thomas,
Eric Wilton
John
Hamilton.
Producer: Joseph Pasternak
Director: Henry Koster, Original: Hans Kraly.
Screenplay: F. Hugh Herbert.
PARK
len.

AVENUE
DAME
(Col)— with Richard ArFay Wray.
Producer; Irving Briskin. Director: D. Ross Lederman.
Original: Robert T.
Shannon.
Screenplay: Michael Simmons.

SHE

DIDN’T
AVANT
A SHEIK
(Rep) — with Ramon Novarro, Robert Coote, Stanley Fields, Leo
nid Kinsky, Gene Lockhart, Billy Bevan, Georgt
Sorel. Producer: . Irving Pichel. Original: Adele
Buffington. Screenplay: Adele Buffington.
SNOW
AA HITE AND THE SEVEN
DAVARFS
(RKO)

FIT FOR
A KING
(RKO) — with Joe E. Brown,
Paul Kelly, Russell Hicks, Charles Lane, Gennaro Curci. Frank
Reicher, Donald
Briggs,
Charles Trowbridge. Producer: David L. Loew.
Director: Edward
Sedgwick. Screenplay: Richard Flournoy.
CiRAVY
TRAIN
(M-G-M) — with Lionel Barrymore.
Producer: J. J. Cohn.
Screenplay: Herman
Mankiewicz.
IDIOT’S DELIGHT
er, Clark Gable.

Buckley.
Original:

— feature-length
Walt Disney.

WELL ALONG
.ADVENTUROUS
BLONDE
Farrell, Barton MacLane,
Nagel,

(WB) — with Glenda
Robert Barrat, Anne

Hugh
O’Connell. 'Tom Kennedy.
Producer: Bryan Foy.
Director: Frank McDonald.

.ALCATRAZ
ISL.AND (WB)— with John Litel, Ann
Sheridan, Dick Purcell, Mary
Maguire, George
E. Stone, Addison Richards, Gordon Oliver, Walt
Young, A1 Herman. Edward
Keene, Ralph Dunn,
William. Hopper. Producer: Bryan Foy. Director: William McGann.
Original: Crane Wilbur.
ANNAPOLIS
SALUTE
(RKO)— with James
Ellison, Marsha Hunt, Harry Carey, Van
Heflin.
Ann
Hovey, Arthur Lake, George Inssey, Pass
Le Noir, Robert Kellaro, John Griggs, Harry
Fletcher.
Producer:
Robert
Sisk.
Director:
Cliristy Cabanne. Original: John Twist. Screenplay: John Twist.
WORE
RED
(M-G-M)— with Joan Crawford, Franchot Tone. Robert Young, Reginald
Owen. Billie Burke. George Zucco, Dickie Moore.
Producer: Joseph Mankiewicz. Director: Dorothy
Arzner. Original: Ferenc Molnar.

BRIDE

C’ASSIDY OF BAR
20 (Para) — with William Boyd.
George Hayes, Russell Hayden. Producer: Harry
Sherman. Original: Clarence E. Mulford. ScreenI)lay: Norman
Houston.
DANGER— LOVE
AT AVORK
(20th-Fox)— with Ann
Sothern, Jack Haley. J. Edward
Bromberg, John
Carradine, Margaret Seddon, Margaret McWade,
Mary
Roland, Edward
Everett Horton, E. E.
Clive. Maurice Cass, Franklin Pangborn, Etienne
Girardot, Charles Coleman. Hilda Vaughn.
Producer: Harold Wilson. Director: Dr. Otto Ludwig Preminger. Original: James Edward
Grant.
DOUBLE
OR NOTHING
(RKO)— with Bing Crosby, Martha Raye, Mary Carlisle, Benny Baker,
Harry
Barris, Samuel
Hinds, Alphonse Berg,
Mack
Gray, Ikaf Hytten, Calgary Brothers, J.
Carrol Naish, Gary Owen, Rolfe Sedan. James
Finlayson, William Frawley, Andy Devine, Fay
Holden. William Henry. Walter Kingsford, Gilbert Emory, John
Gallaudet. George Barton,
Charles Irwin. Arthur Houseman. Jack Pennick.
Producer: Benjamin Glazer. Director: J. Theodore Reed.
DOl'BLE
AA'EDDING
(M-G-M) — with
William
Powell, Myrna
Loy. Edgar
Kennedy,
Barnett
Parker. Florence Rice. Jessie Ralph, Sidney
Toler, Louise Nathaneaux, Gertrude Pedlor, Mary
Gordon. Charles Coleman, Pauline Brooks. Jean
Lewis, Lillian Rich. William Morton Baily. Producer: Joseph Mankiewicz.
Director: Richard
Thorpe. Original: Ferenc Molnar.
EBB
TIDE
(Para) — with Frances Farmer, Oscar
Homolka.
Lloyd Nolan. Barry Fitzgerald, Ray
Milland. Leonard Sues, Charles Meggs. Producer:
Lucien Hubbard.
Director: James Hogan, Original: Robert Louis Stevenson, Lloyd Osbourne.
52ND

STREET
(UA) — with Kenny Baker, Pat Paterson, Ian Hunter, Ella Logan, Jack White, Leo
Carrillo, Sid Silvers, Marla
Shelton, Collette
Lyons, Jeanne Blanche, A1 Shean, Vesey O’Davoran.
Producer: Walter Wanger.
Director:
Harold Young. Original Screenplay: Grover Jones.

(iOOD NIGHT
LADIES
(Para) — with Lynne Overmann, Eleanore Whitney, Johnny Downs. Benny
Baker, Terry Walker. John Patterson. El Brendel. Kitty McHugh,
Barlowe
Borland, Harvey
Clarke, Dick Allen, George Woods, Louis King,
Mabel Colcord, Ben Hendricks, Lloyd Ingraham,
Helen Flint. Producer: William LeBaron. Director: George Archainbaud.
Original: Ring Lardner. Screenplay; Lillie Hayward, Ed Welch.
llEIAv ON K’E (Univ) — with John Wayne, Sheila
Bromley, George Lloyd, Jane Jones, Frank Otto,
Virginia Brissac, Russell Hopkins, Billy Burrud,
Lee Ford, Hal Neiman.
Producer: Trem
Carr,

Technicolor

cartoon.

Producer:

SOMETHING
TO SING ABOUT
(GN)— with James
Cagney.
Producer: Victor Schertzinger. Director: Victor Schertzinger. Original: Victor Schertzinger, Austin Parker.
THANKS
FOR
EVERYTHING
(Col)— with Francis
Lederer, Madeleine
Carroll, Grace
Bradley,
Mischa Auer, Connie Boswell, Richard Carle,
George McKay, J. C. Nugent, Charles Waldron,
Arthur Hoyt, Victor Kilian. Producer: William
Peiiberg. Director: Elliott Nugent.
Original:
Adelaide Heilbron. Screenplay; Mary McCall jr.
THAT’S
MY
STORY
(Univ)— with Ralph Morgan,
Claudia Morgan, William Lundigan, Jack Smart,
Hobart Cavanaugh,
Henry
Rocquemore,
Philip
Trent, Frank Sully, Lee Phelps, Edward
Earle,
Ed
Gargan, Bernadine Hayes, Charles Wilson,
Polly Van
Allan Fox. Producer: Robert Presnell. Director: Sid Salkow. Original: Scott Darling, Barry Trivers.
THIS
AA'AY PLEASE
(Para) — with Betty Grable
Buddy
Rogers, Fibber McGee
and Molly, Mary
Livingstone, Ned Sparks, Wally Vernon, Rome
Vincent, Jerry Bergen, Terry Raye, Garry Owen,
Matt McHugh,
Don
Brodie, Harry Worth, P.
Gerald Smythe, Virginia Dabney, Ned
Sparks
Harry
Worth.
Producer: Melville A. Shauer.
Director: Robert Florey. Original: Bill Thomas,
Max Shane.
TOO CLEVER
TO LIVE (Univ) — with Tom Brown,
Lewis Stone, Barbara
Head, Robert Gleckler.
Howard
Hickman, Robert Homan,
Frank Jenks.
Producer: Edmund
Grainger. Director; Lewis R.
Foster. Original: Charles Grayson, Sy Bartlett.

COMPLETED
IJKTWKliN
TWO
WOMEN
(M-G-M)— with Franchot Tone, Virginia Bruce, Janet Beecher, G.
Pat Collins, Edward
Norris, Maureen O’Sullivan,
Charles Grapewin, Selma Jackson, Fred Warren.
Producer: J. J. Cohn.
Director: George Seitz.
Original: Erich von Stroheim. Screenplay: Carey
Wilson, Katherine Turney.
HOOSIKU
SCHOOI.BOY
(Mono)— with
Mickey
Rooney, Frank
Shields, Ann
Nagel, Edward
Pawley, Bill Gould, Bradley Metcalfe, Maude
Fealy, Fred Kelsey, Doris Rankin.
Producer:
Ken
Lee

Goldsmith.
Director: William Nigh.
Original: Edward Eggleston.
Screenplay: Robert
Johnson.

IT’S

LOVE
I’M AFTEK
(WB)—
ard, Bette Davis, Olivia de
Knowles,
Bonita Granville,
Mary Treen, Grant Mitchell.
Blore. Producer: Harry Joe
Archie

Mayo. Original:
play: Casey Robinson.

Maurice

with Leslie HowHavilland, Patric
Spring Byington,
E. E. Clive, Eric
Brown.
Director:
Hanllne.

Screen-

MV'.STEUY OF THE
HOODED
KIDEK
(GN)— with
Tex Ritter, Iris Meredith, Snub Pollard, Horace
Murphy,
Colleen Ward,
Charles
King,
Earl
Dwire,

Heeber

Snow,

Forest

Taylor,

ard, Lafe McKee.
Producer:
Director: Ray Taylor.

Joseph

Lindsley

Gir-

Parsons.

MTNDJAMMEK
(RKO)
— withHall,
George
Constance Worth,
William
Paul O’Brien,
Renay,
Jim Blane, Hymie Marks, Brandon Evans, Gavin
Gordon, Lai Chand Mehra, Ben Hendricks, Harry
Harvey, Allierto Baffert, Jerry Frank. Producer:
George A. Hirliman.
Director: Ewing
Scott.
Original: Ewing Scott. Screenplay, Dan Jarrett,
James Gruen.

EXCHANGE UNIONISTS DISSATISFIED
Police Stop Run of
bpain in names
Vacaville,

Cal. —

This

predominantly

Spanish-American agricultural community
is in virtual turmoil as a result of the interrupted showing of “Spain in Flames,” socalled “radical propaganda” film by the
mayor and chief of police.
Under the auspices of the Spanish Union
of Vacaville, the picture filmed in wartorn
Spain, supposedly by Soviet photographers,
was being shown last weekend in a local
hall as part of a gathering to raise funds
for the “Lincoln Battalion.” The “Lincoln
Battalion” is understood to be an organization of United States citizens fighting on
the government side in the Spanish conflict.
Claim

No

Permit

The further claim is made that application for a permit was registered, and that
the applicants were told no permit would
be necessary for a showing.
of Film

Promised

A re-showing of “Spain in Flames” at
the same hall as part of a mammoth protest demonstration was promised for this
week by the sponsors of the films.
“Spain in Flames” has been extensively
shown throughout the San Francisco bay
region without protest, registering excellent grosses in two-day runs at the Columbia Theatre in San Francisco and at an
auditorium in Oakland, as well as at single
showings in several of the surrounding
communities where Spaniards form a large
part of the population. The film is an
Amkino release.

AMUSEMENT BOOKING
OFFICES ARE OPENED
Portland,

Ore. — Northwest

Amusement

Booking Offices have been opened at Suite
417 Platt Bldg. here.
The new concern has been organized by
Jack W. Martin, exhibitor and field representative for leading picture distributors;
Don B. Smith, field representative; Miss
E. E. Smith, secretary, and Robert Bell,
office manager.
Many of the old and newer acts will
make their headquarters and be under the
management of this new concern. They
also will represent state rights pictures
and other independent product in the Pacific Northwest.
BOXOFFICE

San

Francisco — R.

T.

“Dynamo”

LaMarre, loho manages the President
Theatre here for Lawrence Borg,
swears this is true:
Like many local suhsequeiit-runs,
especially in the downtown district,
the President uses a cash giveaway
audience-getter . One night during
the drawing ushers in the back of the
house were horrified to hear a mild,
poorly -dressed woman in middle
years soundly berating the sailor
occupying the seat next to her, the
charge

being “ungentlemanly conduct.” But when the prize number
was called for the third time, she
stopped suddenly, and shouted that
she had the winning number. Which
was what the poor misunderstood
sailor had nudged her awake to tell
her!

Issued

Claiming that no film permit had been
granted, the chief of police broke up the
meeting, arrested four of those present, and
confiscated the projection equipment.
Members of the Spanish group charge that
the police beat up several of those in the
hall, including an elderly woman.

Re-Showing

Why Don't Some People
Keep Wide Awake?

June 12, 1937.

Frederick Mercy sr.
Honored by Trade
Seattle,

Wash. — Frederick

Mercy

sr. is

being honored and congratulated throughout the entire Yakima Valley this week on
the occasion of his twenty-fifth anniversary in the motion picture field. In Walla
Walla the Quarter Century Club comprised
of business and professional men who have
done business in Walla Walla for the past
25 years or over, made Mercy an honorary
member of the club, although his 25 years
pertain to Yakima. He has been in business in Walla Walla for the past 11 years.
Some 200 attended the gathering and all
the Mercy circuit managers were introduced by Jack Wright, city manager of
Mercy theatres in Walla Walla.
A booklet from the Chamber of Commerce was presented to Senior Mercy after
which Junior Mercy told of the expansion and operation of the circuit bearing
their name. Toastmaster was Lloyd Spencer, newspaper and advertising executive
and who for many years worked in vaudeville. The Walla Walla Union, the larger
of the dailies, carried a special Silver Jubilee section of 12 pages. The front cover
was a large picture of Senior Mercy with
a congratulation headline.
The Mercys have theatres in Pasco,
Kennewick, Sunnyside, Toppenish, three
in Walla Walla, and five in Yakima. Newspapers in all these towns carried full pages
on the celebration. Junior Mercy, who
handles all the booking and buying for the
circuit, did himself proud by moving the
Liberty Theatre in Yakima back to “one
feature” program with selected short subjects.

L. A. Members Complain
Against Policies and
Wage Scale
Los Angeles — With its organization less
than a week old, cries of dissension have
already been heard in the ranks of Los
Angeles’ film exchange workers’ union. Despite the fact that all members have been
sworn to secrecy, Boxoffice was told this
week that many complaints concerning the
wage scales and the administrative policy
have been voiced and that there is a
strong possibility that many of the charter
members may withdraw.
Chief bone of contention among the
members is that the wage scales asked are
not equal to scales asked in similar offices
along the Pacific coast, particularly Seattle. Other matters said to be getting their
share of attention from the complainers
center around the manner in which the administrative affairs are being handled by
the local officers.
A third meeting was called for Thursday,
June 10, at which an administrative board
was to be appointed to draw up a code
of operations and discuss the possibility
of admitting the bookers to the union,
which has been heretofore limited to back
office workers, or shippers, poster clerks
and inspectresses.
At last week’s meeting William Little,
Grand National, and Sol Taggart, RKO,
were appointed president and treasurer, respectively, names for the administrative
board were nominated, and over 100 charter members were sworn in. Representatives from the Projectionists Union, local
150, with which the workers are affiliated,
attended the meeting.

AROUND 35 ATTEND
WB COAST MEET
Oakland,

Cal. —

Some

35 Warner

Bros,

men

gathered last weekend for the company’s first bookers’ and ad salesmen’s
convention, held in the exclusive Leamington Hotel here.
The entire Pacific coast region was represented, including those from the British
Columbia and Alberta exchanges in Canada.
A. W. Schwalberg, Warner supervisor of
exchanges; Sidney C. Davidson, advertising accessories sales manager, and I. F.
Dolid, assistant general sales manager for
Vitaphone short subjects, were here from
New York for the confab. Charles W.
Muehlman, San Francisco Warner exchange manager, headed the northern California territory contingent.

News Strike Hurts
Oakland,

Cal. — Every

tire Metropolitan Oakland

theatre

in the en-

district has been

badly hit by a newsboys’ strike which has
prevented a large percentage of prospective
audiences from knowing what films are
49
showing and where.

^ IE A T T IIL IE
^HE

Northwest Film Club announces that
it will maintain its regular hours during the summer months, but will be closed
on Sundays and July 5. The club golf
tournament will be held in July. The third
annual Filmrow picnic for members and
employes of all exchanges and aided by the
distributors organization is scheduled sometime in August. All associate members are
invited to participate in all the sports
events.
Herndon

Edmond, manager of 20th Century-Fox in the Seattle district, made his
debut on the air while attending the annual sales convention in Hollywood. When
the “Hollywood in Person” program came
on the air the traveling studio was parked
in front of the cafe Paris on the studio lot.
Various notables were introduced and interviewed and among them Herndon. After he said how much he was enjoying the

Zoning Infringement
Rebuked
Los Angeles — Indications that Fox
West Coast subsequent run theatres
are zealously guarding their Blue
Book zoning setup against any infringements, is seen in the protest
recently lodged by John Bertero,
FWC attorney, with the M-G-M exchange, against alleged cut-rate admissions at Emil Umann’s recently
opened Regina Theatre, on Wilshire
Blvd. Letter alleges that passes, with
a Ib-cent service charge, have been
issued to the general public, and
threatens to demand that Umann be
set back to the IQ-cent break if the
practice is not stopped. Zoning and
code regulations have strict rules regarding the issuance of such passes
to the general public.

convention he was asked “If you were going to make a date with a Hollywood star
for tonight, which one would you choose,
Mr. Edmond?”
prompt reply.

“Shirley Temple”

Oscar Paisley is building a 600-seaf
house in Missoula, Mont. Theatre will be
up-to-date and very much different from
any other house in that part of the country.
Roy and Adelaide Cooper accompanied
by two of their daughters, Paula Lou and
Susie, have left for a two or three weeks’
vacation in California. They will spend
most of their time in the Yosemite Valley.
Roy is general manager in charge of Sterling Chain theatres.
Tiny Burnett, who for a great many
years handled the baton for the Orpheum
vaudeville houses in Seattle, is coming back
to town for a couple of weeks’ stay. He
will attend the bbth anniversary celebration of his mother and dad. Tiny for the
past couple of years has been connected
with the music department of Universal
studios in Hollywood.
Tony Hartford, formerly with Universal
and Republic here, has joined the sales
force of United Artists and will work out
of the San Francisco office. Ben Fish,
UA division head, made the appointment.
Fish is at present in Seattle.
Bill Hughart, in charge of the Salt LakeButte territory for Sheffield Republic, is
on the Row here visiting old friends. Yes,
Bill brought along his new bride. H. “Mac”
McLeod and Bill Stober of National theatre went fishing. Bill bought a brand new
outfit. Result of full day catch was a

Fred Levy has closed his Joy Theatre,
San Diego, formerly the Avalon, for remodeling. The house will be reopened about
June 15. House is a 400 seater, playing two
changes a week.
Republic’s home office representative,
Frank Soule, is making his regular checkup on the local exchange. Soule came here
from the Salt Lake City exchange.
Spring house cleaning seems to be in the
air. J. B. Sloat, Maynard Theatre, was in
buying mops and scrub buckets prior to
giving his house a thorough scrubbing.
George Fink and Harry Goldfarb have
taken over the operation of the Mexico
Theatre, Main Street grind, which has been
closed for some time. The pair recently
sold out their interests in the New Sierra
Theatre, Eagle Rock.
Girls in the RKO

exchange

entertained

at a belated dinner party in the exchange’s
club room this week, for Rose Redbath
Hazel, whose wedding last November has
just been revealed. Mrs. Hazel will continue in her position with the billing department.
F. R. Ward, who last March took over
the operation of the Valley Theatre, Lancaster, made his first buying trip on the
Row since the acquisition of the house.
Don Mentor, former owner of the Valley,
is now in San Francisco where he is in
business for himself.

Wapato,

Whitey Merwin from Burlington is in the
(Continued on next page)

Plans for the second new theatre to be
built in Mojave have been announced by
I. Blum. House will be a 450 seater and

Paul Volkman, exhibitor from
is spending some time here.
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^HE Rosebud Theatre, 1940 So. Central
Ave., formerly directed by S. Y. Kush,
has been taken over by Jack Chazan. The
house has been remodeled, with a new
front, installed by Jack Carr.

Ted Kemper, booker for the U. S. Army
motion picture service, is in town, booking
for March Field, Bakersfield. Kemper,
whose headquarters are in Seattle, has recently returned from a trip to Alaska.

sardine for Bill and a goose egg for “Mac.”

Sam Pouros, Rex Theatre, Bakersfield,
was host to a brother exhibitor, Nick
Diamos, Diamos circuit, Phoenix, at Bakersfield last week.
Extensive

remodeling

is now

underway

at Harry Holland’s Bishop Theatre, Bishop. Part of the redoing will include new
rest rooms, offices, front and interior
decorations.
RKO’s Harry Cohen, district manager,
has left for New York to attend product
buying sessions and work with home office executives on pre-convention details.
He will return with the New York convention delegates, thereby becoming the
only representative from the Los Angeles
exchange to get a break on the company’s
slogan “Let’s Go to Hollywood.”
L. W. Robbins, Scott’s Theatre, Huntington Beach, leaves soon with his two sons
for an extended vacation trip to Colorado

was the

Ed Kennedy on the sales staff of Grand
National has been transferred from the
local branch to the San Francisco office.
His spot in Seattle has been filled by Charley Epperson.

should be ready for business about September 1. Charles Mize recently started
work on his Mojave Theatre, which should
open about July 15.

Springs, Colo., Robbins’ old home town.
Trio will indulge in several side trips, including a visit to Gunnison for the trout
fishing. On their return Mrs. Robbins will
take
a similar trip to her home state, Mississippi.
Harry L. Nace, Arizona circuit operator,
has announced plans for the construction
of a de luxe 800-seaf theatre at Winslow,
Ariz. Nace at present operates the Rialto
at Winslow. Construction is set to begin
at once.
All Fox

West

Coast district and house

managers from southern California, Arizona and Montana attended a one-day
business session here, Wednesday, June 9,
at the order of Charles P. Skouras, FWC
head, who has just returned from New
York. About 150 attended to discuss operations and production problems.
Following a lb-day visit at the studios,
Leo Blank, Warner Bros, midwest division
manager, has returned to his offices in
Chicago.
H. H. Barsky has taken over the Brea
Theatre, Brea, after it had been dark for
several months. Barsky has set his opening for June 12. Alpine Theatre, Los Angeles, subsequent run house, which Barsky
has been managing, will continue under
his direction.
Messenger and Montgomery, air conditioning experts, have just completed the
installation of a complete heating and ven( Continued on next page)

Special Film TRAILERS
Advertising your oustonding pictures
written up especially to suit your own
theatre requirements will surely bring
in better box office receipts.
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hospital here. His wife will handle
theatre until Whitey recovers.

the

Ted Champion is spending his vacation
in eastern Oregon . . . Eddie Lamb with
a present postmarked Santa Claus, Ind.
. . . Joe Brandt, owner of the Bagdad in
Portland, was a visitor this week. Looks
great . . . B. F. Shearer is in Los Angeles,
but expected back in a couple of weeks . . .
Dick Powell and Joan Blondell are planning to visit the Northwest. They will
make the tour by car.
Rose Bloom is suffering from a fractured
wrist sustained in a fall at her home . . .
Out-of-town over the weekend were Guy
Navarro and his wife Phyllis to Seaside
where they were joined by Ted Gamble of
the Parker theatres in Portland, also the
Jack Kloeppers from the same spot . . .
Jean and Madge Spear to Index . . . Frank
Christy and Betty Pritchard to Rialto
Beach on the Olympia Peninsula . . .
Gladys Johnston and Alice Truckey fishing on Lake Stevens.
A1 Rosenerg, Bobby Rosenberg, George
and Jo Faltico to Portland for the races
. . . J. Von Herberg back from a tour to
Portland and Yakima . . . Vic Gauntlett
addressing the Tacoma Ad Club on the
“Evolution of Motion Picture Advertising.”
BOXOFFICE

:: June

(Continued

from preceding page)

max DOLIN, with his violin, heading the
18-piece orchestra, were the initial presentation at Portland’s newest theatre
palace, the New Rivoli, which opened last
week to capacity business. Also for the
initial opening was the first Pacific North-

tilating plant at Fox West Coast’s Royal
Theatre, here. Next task is set for the
circuit’s Gateway, which will get under
way immediately.

west presentation of GB’s “Silent Barriers,”
a most timely screen offering, and much
appreciated by the opening crowds.

A deal has been completed between
F. Shearer of Seattle and Ewin Wagner

Manager Richardson of the Rivoli Theatre was warmly congratulated by the many
theatre and film men on his new home, and
the infinite care and attention given to
modern theatre details which spells success
for this house.

Chicago, under which sales and distribution of the Wagner silhouette letters will
be handled exclusively by the Shearer company’s offices on the Pacific coast. Wagner will continue to maintain its western
division offices here, under the direction
of Fred Young, although all selling will be
done through the Shearer offices.

Cecil Fames, well-known coast exchange
manager, reports some 20 contracts on the
new Monogram offerings for early summer
and fall showings both in Portland and
adjoining Oregon territory.

M. J. LEVINSON

Walter N. Leverett of Medford, southern
Oregon and northern California key cities,
announces construction of another 700seater at Ashland, Ore. It will adjoin his
Lithia Hotel, popular with coast tourists.
Cal Calloway, district manager of Warner-FN, was piloted through Oregon’s
beauty spots by Manager Vete Stewart of
the Portland exchange.

RIGHTS

B.
of

BUYS

TO "LASH"

Los Angeles — World rights to “The
Lash of the Penitentes,” produced by Harry
Revier, have been purchased by Mike J.
Levinson, pioneer exchange man and exhibitor, who will distribute it in both its
Spanish and English versions.
“The Lash” was foreclosed and sold May
26 by the International Cinema Corporation.
Levinson will roadshow the film in key
cities and plans to sell state rights.

12, 1937,
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^AILT ILAKIE
^HE Orpheum
throughout

FWC Petition Before
Calif. High Court

Theatre will remain open
an extensive remodeling

program on the building, Harry David, general manager of Intermountain Theatres,

Los Angeles — Fox West Coast’s petition for a new trial in the damage
action brought against the circuit by
Tommy McLeod, who alleges to have
been ejected by FWC executives from
a preview to which he is said to have
had an invitation, went before the
California supreme court last week.

announced

a few days ago here. The remodeling, which includes the entire front
of the Orpheum Theatre building, will get
under way within a few days. The new
marquee, outer lobby and vertical sign will
be installed, Davis said.

McLeod was awarded $5,000 damages by a lower court, with an appeals court upholding the decision.

Max Bradfield, field repersentative of
Fanchon & Marco, Hollywood spectacle
producers, will arrive in Salt Lake City
shortly to supervise plans for four days of
free street entertainment to supplement
the main features of the Covered Wagon
Days celebration in Salt Lake City, July 21,
22, 23 and 24. Bradfield was former master
of ceremonies at the local Orpheum Theatre and is opening a new Fanchon & Marco
booking office in Salt Lake City.
The

spectacular Victor McLaglen motorcycle stunt corps will demonstrate its thrilling death-dodging tricks and the celebrated Tournament of Roses band from
Pasadena. Cal., will furnish the music at
the jubilesta. a musical carnival to be presented here under the auspices of the Iccal
junior chamber of commerce this weekend.
Conflict in Weber county and Ogden,
Utah, over the Sunday closing ordinances
looms as the Ogden Chamber of Commerce
stands
new

“solidly behind” Weber county officials in their purpose of enforcing the
statute.

Word

is just received

from

Boise, Ida.,

that the sales tax. wiped from Idaho’s
statutes last fall in a general referendum,
was suggested a few nights ago as a means
of producing new school revenue.
A special publicity feature of the Victory
Theatre was the serving to fans of free
pretzels, cheese and soft drinks in the lobby
as a prelude to the picture, “Murder
the Red Barn.”

in

Weather conditions prevented the expected record-breaking attendance at the
Intermountain out-door resorts this season
on the opening day and at this time due
to unusual precipitation and cold, for early
June, the theatres are harvesting a goodly
share of what would be otherwise resort
patronage.

T T. SHEFFIELD

He was represented by Herman Selvin, of Loeb, Walker & Loeb, while
Albert Leeds appeared for Fox West
Coast.

FRISCO STREET CUT
AFFECTS THEATRES
San

Francisco — San

Francisco

Irving Ackerman’s Casino Theatre, largest subsequent house in the city, is located
at Ellis and Mason, a short block from
the proposed new ending.

SHEARER COMPLETES
MANY INSTALLATIONS
Ore. — Recent

theatre

equip-

ment jobs completed by the B. F. Shearer
Co. include the following:
Projectors, 1,060 chairs, lamps, furniture,
lighting fixtures, signs, marquee, draperies,

from

the western

ex-

H. W. Braly, district manager; C. J.
Bell, branch manager, and C. J. Duer,
salesman, from Denver; Branch Manager
F. H. Smith, from Salt Lake City; M. H.
Lewis, district manager; C. N. Peacock,
branch manager, and I. G. White, sales
manager, from Los Angeles; G. A. Smith
and

J. Bettencourt, branch and sales manager respectively, San Francisco; F. C.
Clark, Portland branch manager; H. N.
East, branch manager,
man, Seattle.
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Film

and M. Segel, sales-

Denver, and his brother
City, both of the Capital

Exchanges, went to New York
tend the funeral of their father.

“Ecstasy”

is being

given

a

to at-

second

run

at the Tivoli. “Children of Loneliness” goes
into the Tivoli the last of this month.
J. B. Melton,

owner

of the Victor

and

Center, who divides his time between Denver and his Florida plantation, returned
to Denver for an indefinite stay.
Paul

Hoppen

will roadshow
Jack

left for Kansas
“Gambling

where

With

he

Souls.”

McGee, secretary in the Fox Intermountain theatre headquarters, has gone

to Wyoming and Montana for his vacation.
He intends to do some serious fishing in
the Jackson Hole country.
Rick Ricketson, Fox Intermountain division manager, is in New York indefinitely.
Nat Wolfe has booked three Jewish films
in the Palm Theatre, and has orders to
secure

one

every two

weeks

for that thea-

tre if possible. Those booked are “I Want
to Be a Mother,” “Love and Sacrifice’ and
a

rerun

of “Uncle

Moses.”

Mr. and Mrs. Casey

Eddinger

Theatre have returned
vacation in California.

of the Zaza

from

a

two-weeks

Ethel Holland, secretary to Rick Ricketson, has just returned from a vacation trip
to California.
Bert Nolan is back on Filmrow and
recuperating from a serious illness.

is

A. Spike is organizing a portable circuit
to cover Castle Rock, Elizabeth, Johnstown
and Calhan, all in Colorado.

W.

F. Myrick’s Rio Theatre here; complete equipment for M. Mattacheck, Highway Theatre, Sheridan, Ore., and lamps

and rectifiers for Myrick’s Lark Theatre
at McMinville; two motors for Sylvia Matlock, Rivoli, Pendleton, Ore.

AT
YOUR
The Finest

SERVICE—

Equipment.
teed.

All

and Best Equipped
Precision Machine Shop on the
West
Coast for Overhauling:
your
Sound
and
Projection

C. R. Skinner Mig. Co, and
390 TUKK

Angeles — Attending Paramount’s
sales convention held at the Ambassador Hotel here June 10-13 were the

following delegates
change centers:

George Kerer,
Harry, Salt Lake

stage equipment for the New Rivoli, Portland; carpets, draperies and furniture for

At Paramount Meet
Los
annual

of 20th Century-

Paul Hoppen has put a new front and
marquee on his Palace Theatre.

downtown

theatres may be vitally affected by the
action of the board of supervisors here this
week in approving the cutting through of
two streets which now deadend at Market
St. and which, under the new plan, will
cross that thoroughfare.
M. L. Markowitz, operator of the Davies,
may find his holding greatly increased in
value, as plans are expected to call for a
cut which will give his house a corner location. At present it is in the middle of the
block.

Portland,

is installing a sprinkler

* system in the exchange
Fox and GB.

STREET

SAN

work

guaran-

Sound

Studio

FRANCISCO,

CAXJF.

New Loyalton House
San

Francisco

—

Jim

Riley

of

Pacific

Coast Theatre Supply Co. reports that V.
C. Shattuck, who operates in Truckee and
a number of other adjacent towns, is building a new theatre in Loyalton, Cal. The
house will seat 400.

SOUND TRAILERS FOR ALL
OCCASIONS ... IN STOCK OR
MADE TO YOUR ORDER
Finest Quality .
Guaranteed

BLACHE'

29;j Turk

. . Lowest Prices
Fast Service

FILM LABORATORIES

Street, San Francisco

Calif.

WORLD WIDE
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COVERING

MASSACHUSETTS,

RHODE

ISLAND,

CONNECTICUT,

VERMONT,

NEW

HAMPSHIRE

AND

MAINE

HUB THEATRE EMPLOYES JOIN AFL
Church Conference

Hartford — Mrs.

Raps Pari-Mutuels

Boston — Pari-mutuel

betting, ace threat

to theatre takes, was condemned by delegates this week to the New England Southern Conference of the Methodist Episcopal
Church, meeting in East Providence. The
action lines squarely behind that taken by
other church groups in New England.
“An enflamed mania for gambling,”
the Conference reported, “is attacking the
moral integrity of our citizens. We regard
pari-mutuel gambling as a moral and economic detriment to any state. It undermines the industry of the individual, stimulating him to seek to get something for
nothing. It is a frontal attack on constructive business, diverting funds that
should be spent on the necessities of life.
Cites

Texas

Ban

“It debauches the state to accept revenue from an anti-social institution that
preys on the poor and spreads poverty
among the people. The moral sanitation of
the state demands the elimination of this
breeding place of personal and social deterioration.
“We hope that the action of the state
of Texas in repealing pari-mutuel betting
will mark the beginning of a national
movement which will drive this evil from
all states affected.”
Recent

Attacks

Resisted

Wagering on horse and dog racing in
New England, stoutly attacked in the respective legislatures this year, resisted,
mainly by sheer force of its tax front, attempts to dislodge it from the territory.
Tracks, already operating in several spots
here, are breaking previous gate and betting records to the tune of depreciating
theatre receipts.
ALLIED
New

HEARS

CONVENTION

Haven — Allied Theatres

REPORT
of Connec-

ticut heard reports of the Milwaukee convention by Abe Fishman on Tuesday at the
Hotel Garde. Joseph P. Reed presided.

650 Members in New Group
Elect Officers; Await
Charter

Patron Suing Warner
for Cash Prize
Helen

Stamaton

is

suing Warner Bros. Circuit Management Corp. for a $350 Baiik Night
prize allegedly due her, and other
damages. The plaintiff asserts her
Jiame was called as a winner at the
Lyric Theatre, hut was so mispronounced it was impossible for her to
hear or understand it. The management insist names were spelled out
to make doubly certain. Decision was
reserved in the court of common
pleas.

Boston — Labor’s

Boston — Julius Joelson, independent

the-

atre chain owner with offices in Somerville, last week met rumors that he was
about to sell out to a major New England
affiliated circuit by taking over two additional Masaschusetts houses. Joelson acquired the Warr in Wareham and the
Temple in Onset. Both of these theatres
were formerly controlled by William Warr.
The action was taken despite reports by
various strategically situated representatives in the industry within recent weeks
that M. & P. Theatres Corp. might absorb
the Joelson film interests. Such a deal, in
fact, was said to have fallen through several weeks ago because the parties could
not agree on terms. Joelson headquarters
denied any knowledge of a probable transaction.

Ben Abrams
Boston — Ben

Abrams

Upped
has been promoted

to the position of assistant Boston branch
manager for Warner Bros, by Manager Nat
Furst. Abrams, a veteran salesman in the
New England territory, fills the place left
vacant by Jack Magann, who succumbed
to a heart attack.

NEW ENGLAND EDITION Is One of the Seven Sectional
Editions in Which BOXOFFICE Is Published Weekly. The
Other Six Editions Are: MIDEAST, CENTRAL, MIDWEST,
WESTERN, SOUTHERN, EASTERN.

arm

entwined

the New

it-

England

motion

picture situation last week as organization of theatre ushers, doormen,
night cleaners, cashiers, and candy girls
became a reality. The American Federation of Labor, whose representatives had
earlier snatched the blossoming exchange
workers’ organization out of CIO fingers,
has linked this latest film unit into its national tieup, although at the time of going
to press an actual charter had not been
received in Boston.
McInnes

Joelson Nails Sale y
Report with Buy

long

self more firmly around

Named

President

Edward McInnes of RKO, formerly employed at the Metropolitan,, was elected
the first president of the new Theatrical
Workers’ union at a business meeting last
week. Fred Kennedy of the Strand drew
the call as vice-president. Hibbard Henderson, a captain on the service department
of the Metropolitan and a member of the
publicity department of the same situation, was elected treasurer, Evelyn Bligh of
Loew’s State, the only one of her sex to
tary.
be installed in office, was named secreMajority

Become

Members

Some 650 members are already on the
books of this youngest of New England film
guilds, it is stated. Potential membership,
drawing from theatres in Boston proper
and such outlying spots as Dorchester, is
estimated by union heads as being in the
vicinity of 1,000. It has been learned by
Boxoffice

that certain theatres

in the city

have been giving the setup a cold shoulder
so far as the mass of eligible employes is
concerned.
Strong hints have been dropped by some
managerial representatives, too, that ushers
and other similar employes on local theatre payrolls might do better to bring any
grievances direct to theatre operators
themselves than to attempt to gain desired
ends through the medium of a labor organization.
Plans of the present union have long
(Continued on page 57)
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IIBI (0) S ir €) M
JAMES CYR, Maine exhibitor who was
booking in the district Friday of last
week, is considering building a theatre in
Madawaska, Me.
Max Michaels has resigned as manager
of the Park Theatre, which ivas recently
added to the Harry Brandt circuit.

HOUSE
BEGINS

Mrs. Edna Baer, secretary to Phil Seletsky at M. & P,, is leaving because of a
forthcoming blessing.
Burt

McKenzie

closed

the roadshoio

Theatre
The
Perry.

in Hough’s

Neck

on Sunday.

Charles Morse circuit has transferred the Uptoivn in West Lynn to Al
The house seats 700.

Charles Iraelson is reopening
house at Wells Beach, Me.
Donahue,

Columbia

(Continued

ROBBERS
ON

on

NOT

salesman,

page

made

seats, clean

carpets, clean

wash-

rooms, clean thetares generally — progressive showmen know

only too well how

they

bolster boxoffice receipts.
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But all these are so much

SOLD
ADS

Boston — “Crime Does Not Pay,” according to window cards and other advertising in the office of Specialty Pictures, Inc.
“Crime Marches On ... To
reads the sign painted across
sound

Clean

his 400-seaf

DISSAUSIVE

the neon-lighted

AIR - CONDITIONING

Century Pictures
Taylors Ballroom

Florence Scully, head of Selected Pictures, has established her exchange office
at 50 Melrose St.

Tim

WITH

of

“Captains Courageous” at the Colonial
Theatre last Saturday at the end of the
third week. The house now reverts to
legit.
Louis Lesser, former
salesman, plans to open

HYGIENE

Its Doom,”
the side of

truck, advertising

the

concern’s "Vanishing Gangster” feature, that is often parked across the street
from the exchange. Stills in the Piedmont
St. location show such scenes as the end
of John Dillinger, Bonnie Parker and Clyde
Barrow in the morgue, and other such
shots depicting the relentlessness of the
G-Men’s war on crime.
Specialty Pictures, Inc., was robbed Friday of last week of a metal deposit box
that contained a number of salesmen’s contracts and about nine dollars in currency.
Police are working on clues.

Ballyhoo Film

house

not properly

the approach

house

With

weather, particularly,

is one

of the "musts"

of

sanitation — one of the comforts that

patrons insist on. Whatever
ditioning you may
range

effort in a

air-conditioned.

of warm

air-conditioning

waste

you may

type of air-con-

require, whatever

price

be interested in — our engi-

neer will be glad to make

a survey of your

theatre without charge.

New Haven — Roadshows on “Vanishing
Gangsters,” together with the sound truck
and other ballyhoo have been arranged by
Specialty Pictures for the Strand and
Strand-Palace, Bridgeport; State, Torrington; Colonial, Southington; Rialto, Stamford, and Strand, Wallingford.

“GIRL SAID NO"
Boston — Grand

ROADSHOWS
JUNE 21
National will roadshow

Girl Said No” at the Shubert Theatre, beginning June 21. The legitimate
house recently closed a road show of Co-

“The

lumbia’s “Lost Horizon.” Edward Finney
arrived in town last week to handle the
publicity for the GN release.
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When

Hot Weather
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Sniping at Your BoX'Office . . .

KEEP yOUR

THEATRE

CASH -COOL

with the Season^s Most
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GOLDEN BELL
BEVERAGE SET
Extra Short

Extra Sweet
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Featuring Box-Office Bargain Attractions
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—
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Admission Tax Proposal
Defeated in Connecticut
Hartford — The

state

legislative session

closed Wednesday vi^ith the perennial twomen-in-a-booth bill again defeated, the
Sunday vaudeville approved with local option, and the 10 per cent admissions tax
bill, whose fate along with that of other
tax bills was unknown until the eleventh
hour, defeated.
Exhibitors

Had

Cites

(Continued

from page 54)

Lack

DiLffy Lewis, Cape Cod exhibitor,
along Filmrow last Friday.

was

Meyer Marcus, of the M. & P. Theatres
Corp., home office publicity department,
bought a Ford roadster the other day.
Charles Patterson, who left the local
RKO
Theatres publicity headquarters to
beco?ne manager of the Brandon m
dor, Vt., has introduced stage shows
toivii.

Branin the

of Funds

Gov. Wilbur Cross served notice on the
legislature that regardless of their merits,
he would have to veto nearly all of the special appropriations on the sole ground that
the general assembly has failed to provide
the necessary funds.

June Barnes, daughter of a Mansfield
lawyer, who has appeared in a number of
pictures, will be in New England during
the summer gaining additional experience
in a stock company on Cape Cod.

HUB PROJECTIONISTS
HOLD DINNER DANCE

Jack Meyers, head of the Hub Film, denies that the acquisition of a bright red
roadster means that he will desert the film
business for fire fighting ranks.

Boston — The

Projectionists

Club

held a

banquet at the Hotel Westminister on Wednesday evening of last week. Some 80, including members and wives, attended the
affair Grin McAuly, veteran president of
the organization, presided.
Dancing followed the dinner, together
with floor show entertainment. E. M.
Loew. head of New England’s largest theatre circuit, spoke, as did Harry Greggory,
Pawtucket union leader, and Lou Richmond, manager of the National Theatre in
Boston.
Robert Meade of the National, an E. M.
Loew situation, was chairman of the committee in charge of the fete. Aiding him
were Edward LeClair and Charles Tec of
the Lancaster in Boston and Morris
Schwartz of the Ware in Beverly.

WEYMOUTH DRIVE-IN
CLEANS WINDSHIELDS
Boston — The

Drive-In

Theatre

in Wey-

mouth is planning to offer patrons a new
service in the near future. Boys will be
stationed at both sides of the doors to
clean the windshields of incoming cars.
Dusty windshields have proved to be one
of the difficulties of out-of-door spots.
TORRINGTON
Torrington,

the Alhambra
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SEASONAL

Conn. — Warner

for the summer.

FOLD
has

closed

Boston — Russian

films having

exclusive

distribution in the U. S. S. R. are being
made in Boston. David Ambuter, film laboratory head, has just completed a threereel production showing automatic packaging methods in this country, which has
been sent to the Soviet State. The picture
was filmed on 16 mm. stock and instead
of being titled was accompanied by descriptive sound track made by a local Russian
engineer, S. Berensnaff. Ambuter made
many of the shots at the factory of the
Pneumatic Scale Corp. at Norfolk Downs,
Mass.

a special trip outside his territory last week
and canvassed Maine.

Protested

Connecticut exhibitors en masse attended judiciary and finance committee hearings at the Capitol to voice protest against
the two-men-in-a-booth and 10 per cent
tax bills. Edward G. Levy, executive secretary of Connecticut MPTO, was spokesman for the group, members of both MPTO
and Allied, on three occasions, and individual exhibitors also expressed disapproval.
Governor

BOSTON

AMBUTER FILLS FILM
ORDER FOR SOVIETS

Sam Kurson of the Graphic circuit is
constructing a new house in Franklin, N. H.

Lou Wechsler, transferred about a year
ago from the Boston sales force of United
Artists to assmne managership of the New
Haven office, was in the Hub last week.

THEATRE
SERVICE

•

& SUPPLY
COMPANY
FACTORY

METHOD

REPAIR

SHOP

112 ARLINGTON ST., BOSTON
Telephone: LIBerty 0356

OLD MASTERS
in the Art of
THEATRE SERVICING
AND
SUPPLYING

Specializing in

PROIECTION
Repairing
Renovating
Modernizing

Maginiss Is Head
of Architects' Group

Boston — Charles

D.

Maginiss,

interna-

tionally-renowned Boston architect, was
this week installed as president of the
American Institute of Architects at the organization’s 69th convention at the Hotel
Somerset in the Hub. Mr. Maginiss, a
member of the firm of Maginiss & Walsh,
was unopposed on the ticket.
Frederick H. Meyer of San Francisco
was elected vice-president; Charles D. Ingham of Pittsburgh, secretary; and Edwin
Bergstrom of Los Angeles, treasurer. The
board of directors for the coming year is
composed of R. H. Shreve of New York,
Albert Harkness of Providence, and John
R. Fugard of Chicago.
Stephen Vorhees of New York, retiring
president of the Institute and chairman of
the board of design of the New York

GENUINE STANDARD
PARTS USED
Entirely by Our
SKILLED

MECHANICS

Also

EQUIPMENT
THE BEST
AT A PRICE
and

ENGINEERING
THE BEST
AT ANY PRICE

World’s Fair, inducted the new executives
into office. Note was made on the rapidly
changing trend in motion picture theatre
construction.
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■pHE
first heat
wavebusiness
over the
weekend
knocked
into Memorial
a cocked
hat . . . With only a fair start the Roger

Mullin and Pinanski Close

Sherman built up, however, on “Kid Galahad” and “That Man’s Here Again,” to the
best results in town . . . The bill was a
holdover in New Haven, Springfield and
Hartford.
The sudden death of Sylvester Poll reealled an interesting career of a man with
plenty of pioneering courage and perseverance. . . Almost to the eiid he was a frequent visitor at the Loew New Haven offices and maintained an active interest.
J. R. Vogel of New York was honorary pallbearer, Matt Saunders, Robert Russell, Ted
Holt, and Ed Fitzpatrick, oldest in the Poli
employ, were active pallbearers. Among
the out-of-towners at the services were
J. R. Vogel, Thomas Larnb, New York architect, Adelma Vanni, formerly at the
Poli, now with Warners’, Philadelphia, and
all Poli managers.
The opening of the Brooklawn Theatre
was a complete success, with SRO at both
shows. The Dombi house has a 10-20 cent
admission.
Abe

Fishman

and

Maurice

Hadelman,

Connecticut’s only delegates to the Allied
convention, pronounce it the most active,
serious and effective convention ever attended. Fishman served on the committee
discussing appearance of film stars on
radio.
National has supplied new carpeting at
Athan Prakas’ Rivoli, Bridgeport, and
booth equipment for the Webster, Hartford, under construction by the Shulman
interests. Also new screen and carpet at
the Alhambra, Waterbury, operated by
Mrs. Virgina Rossi.
The weak fish is nothing like his name,
says Sam Weber. Real he-man sport down
at Peconic Bay, Long Island, where Sam
is up and in his boat at dawn on Mondays.
The Warner Theatre vacations lead off
with Edgar Lynch of the Cameo, Bridgeport, who is bound for Chicago. George
Harvey of the Empress, Danbury, goes June
12, and George Hoover of the Capitol,
Springfield, June 19.
E. J. Stuart, former operator of the
Stuart, Lakeville, has returned to his home
from Florida . . . Harry Gale and George
Brennan of Winsted, both of whom have
had a long winter of illness, are well again.
John Scully, Boston Grand
a visitor on the Street.

National, was

Subject to the story the boxoffice tells,
the Lincoln, foreign and “unusual” film
house, may close for the summer months.
This is Barney Pitkin’s third convention
on the coast. Harry Zeitels accompanies
him.
Jeanette Berliner off on the S. S. Verauga bound for Havana, Kingston, Jamaica
and other ports after a hard grind to help
win that $1,000.
State, Hartfold, will change to a straight
picture polcy for the summer this month.
This leaves no regular vaudeville in the
city.
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Deal for 35-Liiik Olimpia
Boston — The

Union Grows
(Continued

from page 53)

been in the wind and were reported some
months ago in this publication as were certain of the attempts of theatremen to anticipate and discourage the action.
Some

Volunteer

Raises

Entirely voluntary pay raises have been
forthcoming from a number of houses
within the past few months. Night cleaners at the Metropolitan, New England’s
largest film house, were given a pay raise
a short time ago, for instance.
James O’Brien, business manager of the
Theatrical Stage Employes, has been prominent in the organizing of the Theatrical
Workers Local. He is present counselor of
the unit. He credits James Burke, business
manager of the Moving Picture Operators’
Union, Local 182, with having aided him
substantially. Burke was largely instrumental in the forming of the Exchange
Employes union, of which he is also business manager.

Writer in Tribute
to Late S. Z. Poli
New

York — Reminiscent

of

the

days

when Sylvester Z. Poli, who died last week,
started in show business in New Haven,
H. I. Phillips writes in his “Sun Dial” column in the New York Sun as follows:
“S. Z. Poli — just ‘S. Z.’ to his intimates
— who died back home the other day, was
New England’s most colorful showman for
more than 30 years. Starting a nickel museum, with his wife helping him mold the
wax figures, Poli, an immigrant youth from
Tuscany, grew to be the wealthiest and
most powerful vaudeville magnate in New
England. We can remember seeing on
first ‘variety show’ in Poli’s first vaudeville
theatre. The Wonderland, later the Bijou,
in
Church
Tom Haven
Sullivan’s’
Oneco
Hotelstreet,
. . . hard
TherebyNew
saw
its first motion pictures and we can remember the train roaring down the tracks
and the shots of the fire apparatus tearing through the street . . . They were pretty
flickery, but none the less wonderful . . .
The Pour Cohans, Eva Tanguay, the Russell Brothers and Ward and Yokes were
old Bijou favorites. And

Joe Welch.”

No Poli Change
New

York

—

The

death

of S. Z. Poli,

founder of the Poli circuit in New England,
will not affect the status of the chain’s
management, it was said here by officials
of Loew’s, which has been operating the
theatres for the past two years.

New

England

Theatres

Corp. concluded the purchase of the assets
of Olympia Theatres, Inc., last Friday at
which time Martin J. Mullin and Sam
Pinanski signed final papers on the
$4,000,000 cash deal for the appi'oximately
35 theatres and leaseholds of the defunct
circuit. Olympia was one of the last Publix links whose operation was under the
supervision of the courts.
The conclusion of the five-year receiver
ship finds a major interest in Maine New
Hampshire Theatres now invested in the
M. and P. hookup. Disposition of these
latter holdings will be made to the John
Ford circuit within a short time, it is understood, in return for the transfer of a
number of theatre properties to M. and P.

RECORD BUSINESS AT
RACES TOLLS TAKES
Boston — Exhibitors

suffered

this week

as pari-mutuel horse racing got into full
swing. A pleasure-mad throng estimated
at 50,000 clicked through the turnstiles at
Suffolk Downs on Monday and planked
down

$758,318, a record for Bay State betting since horses became legal three years
ago. In the western part of the state, some
24,000 wagered more than $300,000 at
Agawam to smash all previous records at
this track. Dogs, too, have started. According to one exhibitor, business is going
to both of them.
JUNE 20 WEDDING
Boston — Daniel

at the M. & P.
Boston, and Miss
maica Plain will
20, at Our Lady
maica Plain.

FOR DEBASSIO

Debassio,

projectionist

Hyde Park, in suburban
Eleanor McDevitt of Jabe married Sunday, June
of Lourdes Church, Ja-

DO YOU WANT SOMEONE
WHO'LL TAKE YOU PLACES
. . . AND GO PLACES
WITH YOU?

PEARCE PARKHURST
4 Elizabeth Road or Box 161
GLOUCESTER, MASS.
Has

workeci

manager,

as assistant

usher, cashier,

(doorman, etc., in a number of New Englan<d theatres. Six feet and four ins.
high. Going

"AMBITION

1 WANT

on eighteen.

—

INITIATIVE

A JOB

With Genuine Chances of
Advancement.
ABILITY"
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New Haven Union-Distrib
Accord Awaits Approval
New
Haven — AFL officials and New
Haven exchange union representatives who
met with distributor heads in New York on
behalf of the New Haven wage schedule,
returned with an agreement of $28 minimum for shippers and $18 for inspectresses,
and reduction of hours to a 40 hour week.
The exchange employes were scheduled
to meet to consider these figures which
were considerably under those they had
and elicited expressions of disapproval in many quarters. Meantime,
home offices advised local offices that
these minimums were authorized as of
Saturday.
proposed,

New Haven Showman
Makes Radio Ally
competitor, others are embracing the ether medium as an ally in
exploitmg their attractions.
A good example is that of R. E.

tieup with the local broadcasting

most vital avenues
interests.

of approach

with

a “Search

sta-

broadcast

for the

contrast

All unepected heat wave sent BO grosses
tumbling the first of the week, making the
week’s
normal. averages

be-

on the station's talent list for future
broadcasts and all participants reStar

More

Is

Born.”

cussion of materials as fresh as last night’s
broadcast or this week’s movie lends zest
to the class which is sometimes absent in
the more staid materials of other English
classes.” “Self-motivated criticism based
upon some well thought-out standards of
judgment”

has been

the aim

of the course.

DELEGATION ATTENDS
PARA. SALES PARLEY
Los Angeles — Among the more than 100
sales representatives, home office executives and other employes of Paramount
who were welcomed in Hollywood on their
arrival for the company’s annual sales
meet which started June 10, were the following from the New England area;
W. H. Erbb, district manager; A. M.
Kane, branch manager; J. Moore, sales
manager, and J. Gubbins, salesman, all of
Boston. From New Haven came Branch
Manager
Manager
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E. Ruff, and from
J. H. Stevens.

Maine

Branch

than

1,500,000

votes

were

cast in

awarded winners by Harry Botwick, manager of the theatre, from the stage June 1.
When

During

Dr. Pease says, “The opportunity of meeting with 25 or 30 others in informal dis-

far below

the recent “Baby Contest” conducted by
the State Theatre. Fifteen prizes were

to pupils’

the past year, the class has attempted to evolve criteria of its own for
appreciation and judgment of programs.

at all houses

Chelsea Waldron, president of the Maine
AFL, is attending the annual Association
convention held in Lewiston this week.
Waldron is running for the presidency for
a second term.

tween the picture’s cast and the
amateurs of the previous night. The
three outstanding contestajits were
selected by the judges to be placed

ceived guest tickets for “A

has set July 1 as open-

J. Harold Stevens, Paramount branch
manager here, left June 5 to motor to New
York City where he will join other Paramount branch and district managers and
officials to entrain for Hollywood and the
Paramount convention.

for Talent”

Contestants were required to present registration cards obtained at

was

Downes

July 2 the Redman’s Hall at Orr’s Island
and on July 1 the Danceland at East Raymond. Downes has portable equipment
which he hauls around from one house to
the other, playing one engagement a week
at each.

tion on “A Star Is Born.” The station gave morning and evening plugs
to the picture for six days before

the theatre to be eligible for interviews, and after several auditions the
finalists read from the production
script over the air the day before the
opening. The following night the
electrical transcription of the picture

representation of life to their audiences, Dr. Pease has little patience with
the English teachers who frown upon
them, believing that they simply refuse to
travel with the times and miss one of the

noon and evening performances. If “business is good” he plans to open his Strand
about July 15, to operate under a similar
policy. The Strand boasts 497 seats. A
new curtain and drapes, supplied by the
National Theatre Supply Co., have been
installed in the Lyric.

ing date for his “seaside” summer theatre
at South Harpswell. On June 28 he will
open the Union Hall at South Bristol; on

Russell, manager of Poll's in New
Haven, who arranged a gratis radio

New Haven — Dr. Kent Pease, head of
the English department of Hamden High,

the

is W. F. Goodwin’s Lyric at Kennebunkport, a 381-seat house which will be run on
Sunday as well as week days. Goodwin is
to make daily changes, with both after-

Charles

arch

opening
contest.

programs daily. Showing that both movies
and radio are constantly concerned with

^JANY summer houses along the coast are
getting their annual spring cleaning
preparatory to opening soon. Among them

New Haven, Conn. — While some
exhibitors are assailing radio as an

FILM APPRECIATION
COURSE IS OUTLINED
has published a prospectus on his experimental course in the appreciation of films
and radio, which sets up his approach and
the new features of his study method. He
finds firstly that high school youngsters
see on the average one picture show weekly
and listen to at least two or three radio

1IP>C0)RT1ILAW»

Pre-Marriage Fete
for Cecil Rudnick
Boston — Cecil N. Rudnick, National
Screen Service city salesman, who is about
to become a bridegroom, will be given a
dinner on Tuesday, June 15, in the Georgian Room of the Hotel Statler at 6 p. m.
There is no admission price, according to
Edward Ansin of Interstate theatres, who is
chairman of the affair, but it seems there
'^ull be a slight “tax” of $6.00. The door
prize, according to those in charge, will be
“Cecil’s little red number book.”
“Now

is the

time

for all good

men

to

come to the aid of Cecil N. Rudnick,” writes
Harry Kirchgessner, National Screen Service manager in New England, who is serving as secretary of the affair.
Louis M. Boas, circuit operator with
fices at 40 Court St., is treasurer.

of-

Rudnick is marrying Bernice Levy of
New York. Her father is in the brokerage
business. The couple will honeymoon in
Bermuda.

either

a

salesman

or

exhibitor

catches so many fish he doesn’t know
what to do with them. Bill Freiday’s Lighthouse refrigerator is a grand place to store
them. Ask Carl Divizia if you doubt it.
The

race

for golfing

champion

among

theatre folk here is so close there’s no
safety in declaring a winner. Bill Freiday,
Deering Theatre manager, declares he can
break

90; Walter Dyer, Paramount exchange assistant booker, quotes 43 as his
best on nine holes; John Divney, Maine
Theatre manager, boasts a 46 and Harry
Botwick. just to be truthful, gives himself
a

59.

Harry’s

excuse

is that

little work around here.”
Rumor has it here that

“he

the

does

a

Ogunquit

Theatre, a new legitimate under construction just off the Boston Road, will not be
opened this summer in spite of the fact
that the building is well advanced and
should be completed within a month. Walter Hartwig, who operates the Playhouse
at Ogunquit, holds the lease which, it is
said, will expire shortly.
As good news as this is for theatre exhibitors they still have a string of summer
legits to contend with. The Lakewood
Playhouse opened at Skowhegan for its
21th season May 29 with seats at $1.00 top.
In addition to stage plays Herbert L. Swett,
BOXOFFICE
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Lakewood manager, plans to run a series
of special concert matinees on Wednesday
afternoons throughout July and August.
Extensive alterations are being made to
work is expected to be completed for a
June 23 opening. The theatre is being
managed this year by Miss Enrica Clay
Dillon.
In addition to the summer legits exhibitors throughout the State are having to
contend with innumerable summer dance
and dine places that seem to spring up
the Deertrees Theatre at Harrison. The
overnight as soon as tourist season opens.
Howard Duffy seems to have the right
answer to the problem. He combines the
attraction of movies and dancing at his
Old Orchard Pier theatre and dance salon'
adjoining. To capture the holiday trade
and late-stayer-uppers he staged a Dawn
Dance from 12 to 4 a. m. May 30. A
streamline train from Old Orchard Beach'
to Portland at 1:28 a. m. boosts his summer business considerably.
The State Theatre management is making plans for a candid camera contest to
he conducted during the summer.

Circus days are here again . . . Walter
Dyer spent May 30 in Conway, N. H. . . .
Lester Hughes is doing Bar Harbor territory this week . . . Louis M. Gordon of
Boston who operates the State Theatre at
Farmington and Waterville, dropped in at
the Exchange this week . . . Other visitors
to Pilmrow: “One Shot” Ross, now with
GN out of Boston, who is thinking of making Portland his home base, and Mr. and
Mrs. Bill Benjamin, NS.

A. J. Moreau, district manager for
M. & P. Theatres, is summering at Piney
Shores.

MANY PARTICIPATE IN
HUB FRIARS TOURNEY
Boston — One

hundred

and twenty

mem-

bers and friends attended the Friars Club
spring golf tournament held June 8 at the
South Shore Country Club. Seventy-five
golfers participated in the tourney, in
which William Canning, manager for Nathan Yamins, won first guest’s prize with
a low gross of 81. First member’s prize
went for an 82 made by Joe Cohen and
consecutive prizes were won by Maurice
Green and A. C. Kilpatrick who turned in
an 88; Nathan Yamins, 91; and Jack
Meyers, 92. The honor of being the best
dressed non-golfer went to Sam Hass.
Victory in the salesmen’s section went to
Morey Goldstein with an 88. To Tom
Duane went the prize for the longest
drive — 260 yards. Ross Cropper, Harry
Kirchgessner, and Maurice Wolf placed
in the order listed for prizes in the managers’ section.
In the other sports provided A1 Swerdlove and William Mancuso emerged the
horseshoe champs, Louis Boas and Joe
Levenson first casino winners with Nat
Purst and George Solomon second. About
30 blind bogey prizes were provided.

SPERLING

AIR-CONDITIONS

Boston — -Henry

IN MANVILLE

Sperling, operator

of the’

Central in Manville, has installed air conditioning equipment.
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H. Rifkin Organizes
New Stock Company
Boston — Herman

Rifkin

of Republic

who

deserted the sewing machine business to
become a Boston film exchange owner because he preferred the whir of film reels
to the clicking of Singers, has become a
triple threat. Rifkin went into the theatre
business two years ago. He has now organized a stock company.
The Academy Theatre in the college town
of Northampton, usually closed during the
warm months, will operate three days a
week until further notice as a stage stand.
“Accent on Youth” was to have inaugurated the new policy June 10 at $1.10 top and
40 cent minimum. Northampton will see
the Rifkin legit on Thursday, Friday and
Saturday. The unit becomes a roadshow
on other days, playing at John Cooneys
theatre in Pittsfield on Tuesday, and at
Shea’s Park in Westfield on Wednesday.
Julian

Rifkin

Will

Manage

Julian Rifkin, executive in the Rifkin
setup, has become manager of the film
veteran’s venture behind the footlights. He
acted for three years in college dramatic
clubs, and managed the group for a year.
Frank Shaughnessey, manager of the Academy and one of the leaders of the project, is a vaudeville veteran.
The pair journeyed to New York a few
days ago, where they interviewed some 150
applicants for contracts with the company.
Helen Kingsley, Kirk Brown jr., Josephine
Duval, and Henry Arthur were finally engaged. J. J. Edwards, professor at the
American Academy of Dramatic Art, was
retained as director.
Blanche and Edward Morey, son and
daughter of Republic Pictures’ sales manager in Boston, will play bits in the productions. Julian Rifkin has also offered to
take a part or two if he is needed.

gUSINESS considerably off at all firstrun houses again this week, with Loew’s
State only one to go above the 100 per
cent mark.
It’s circus time in Rhode Island, with
Downie Brothers outfit playing Newport
June 7, another circus troupe starring Art
Mix in Warwick June 8; Walter L. Main
show playing Wickford, R. I. on June 13;
and Ringling -Barnum and Bailey due in
Providence on the 18th.
The

section is also being visited by its

first tent “opry” in years this month too.
The show is Billroy’s Comedians, boasting
a “cast of 80 people, mostly girls.” The
Troupe is booked into Attleboro, Mass, on
June 8 for a one night stand and will
probably invade Little Rhody before leaving this territory.
Bates Theatre, Attleboro, Mass., has
adopted a new summer policy, changing
programs Sunday, Wednesday and Friday
and starting its evening shows at 7:45, with
complete show scheduled at 8:15.
Employes

of the Strand, Providence, are

planning their annual “Sunshine Party” to
take place June 19. Place not yet announced.
Rumors that Empire Theatre will put
in dramatic stock in place of its present
subsequent run film policy about Jmie 1.
Associated Theatre Inc. officials announced inteiitions of making this change
months ago, though little further on the
subject has been given out since.

GOSNELL PREPARES TO
LEAVE LOEW CIRCUIT
Boston — Stanley

Gosnell

has

resigned

from Loew’s Theatre circuit to join the
Aetna Cleaning Co. as representative in
Baltimore, Md. Gosnell is the second from
the local Loew managerial list to go out
with the theatre cleaning outfit, within
recent years. Ernest Gaw, formerly assist-

named
annual
manaBrook

ant to Manager Vic Morris at Loew’s Orpheum, left the film business some time
ago to join Aetna.
Stanley Gosnell and Mrs. Gosnell are
both natives of Baltimore. They are returning about the twentieth, or as soon as
the relief manager is forthcoming. Fred

Ted Holt of the Loew staff is back in
town after wintering in Worcester and
Springfield. He expects to he in the city
until September.

Greenway, manager of the Century in Baltimore, comes north to replace the retiring
Loew executive.

]^ATT L. SAUNDERS has been
general chairman of the first
outing of the New England Loew
gers to be held July 14 at the Pine
Country Club.

A rock garden with a fountain in the
orchestra pit will be an innovation at the
Loew Poll Theatre. Some of the staff has
been busy in spare time chopping down
birch trees which are being used to decorate
the lobby.
Louise Latimer, visiting in Easton, dropped in at the Lyric to catch her picture,
“California Straight Ahead.”
Three downtown openings felt the Tom
Mix circus. Ringling follows on June 14.
Norwalk managers have no circus worries this year. Three traveling outfits seeking dates there have been forced to exclude the tovjn because of the lack of a lot.

Joanna Burke Rites
Boston

mother

— Joanna

of James

Burke,

84-year-old

Burke, was buried Satur-

day from St. Pauls’ Church. Representatives of motion picture concerns and organizations were prominent at the funeral.
The Boston representative of both the local
projectionists
andyear.
Af’L unions
father early this
LYDON

QUIPS

Boston — Asked

lost his

OF RE-EQUIPPING

for the quip of the week,

Frank Lydon, Allied vice-president in New
England and the accredited leading wit in
the territory, replied, “You might say that
I am seriously considering re-equipping my

theatre.”
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As a service to readers of BOXOFFICE, this page provides a ready source of information
on products and services which have been filed for reference with The MODERN THEATRE INFORMATION BUREAU. Information on the following subjects may be secured by
sending in the coupon. Use the key numbers. If data on subjects other than those listed
is wanted, just state your requirements. We will endeavor to see that you are supplied
with details promptly.

ADVERTISING
MT481
MT482
MT483
MT484
MT485
MT48fi
MT487
MT488
MT489
MT490
MT491
MT492
MT493
MT494
MT495
MT496
MT497
MT498
MT499

DECORATIONS

Main signs and marquees
Signs, Neon
Signs, structural glass
Signs, travel word
Attraction boards
Letters, attraction board
Letters, changeable silhouette
Price signs, boxoffice
Display frames
Poster lights
Poster projectors
Cut-out machines
Time schedule clocks, electric
Monogrammed
mats, rubber
Slides, advertising
Slides, announcement
Sound truck P. A. systems
Transformers, Neon
Ladders, safety

AIR CONDITIONING
MT505

Air

conditioning

MT50G
MT507
MT508
MT509
MT510
MT511
MT512
MT513
MT514
MT515
MT516
MT517

Heating systems
Refrigeration
Air washers
Blowers
Air circulators
Fans, exhaust
Grilles and registers
Temperature control devices
Air conditioning accessories
Motors, multi-speed fan
Motors, constant speed
Air filters

and FURNISHING

MT520
MT521
MT522
MT523
MT524
MT525
MT526
MT527
MT528
MT529
MT530
MT531
MT532
MT533
MT534
MT535
MT53C
MT537
MT538

Architectural service
Decorating service
Seating service
Theatre chairs
Chair covers
Theatre carpets
Carpet padding
Rubber matting
Furniture, lounge
Wall tiles. Interior
Fabrics, decorating
Brass railings
Rope railings
Metal, ornamental
Mirrors
Luminous colors
Ticket booths
Directional signs
Exit boxes

MT539
MT540

Curtain
Curtain

MT541
MT542
MT543

(’urtains, fireproof
Fountains, drinking
Fountains, ornamental

controls
tracks

plants — com-

LIGHTING
Fixtures, lighting
Colored Ianii)S
Lumiline lamps

MT553
MT55-I
MT555
MT556
MT557

Candle flame lamps
Floodlight lamps
Spotlight lami's
Sign lamps
Dimmers

The MODERN
Room

WANT ISN'T LISTED, ASK
UNDER "REMARKS"

THEATRE

FOR

IT BY NAME

334 — 332 S. Michigan Ave.

6-12-37

Please obtain for me free descriptive literature on the following
items: (List Key Numbers Below).

Remarks:

Name

.

Theatre
City

|
.
I

State
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Lighting

plants,

Individual

MT5G9
MT570
MT571
MT572
MT573
MT574
MT575
MT57G
MT577

Expansion Bolts
Chair fastening cement
Chair refinIshing materials
Upholstering materials
Seat patching kits
Seat decking materials
Floor surfacing materials
Carpet cleaning systems
Floor waxes

MT578
MT579
MT580
MT581
MT582
MT583
MT584
MT585
MT58G
MT5S7

Matting, rubber
Paint, screen
Paint, plastic
Paint, aluminum
Polish, metal
Polish, furniture
Fireproofing compounds
Fire extinguishers
Ladders, safety
Uniforms, staff

MTG43
MT644
MTG45
MTG46

Disinfectants
Deodorant blocks
Insecticides
Disseminators

MTG47
MT648
MT649
MT650
MT651

Air purifiers, ozone
Air perfumes
Air sprays
Soap dispensers
Soaps, liquid

MT652
MTG53
MT654
MT655

Hand driers, electric
Chewing gum solvents
Rubber link matting
Exhaust fans

M'T662
MT661
MTCG3
MT664
MTG65
MT6G6
MTG67
MTG69
MT668
MTG70
MT671
MT672
MT673

PROJECTION

section of BOXOFFICE

Chicago, 111.

MT564

units

MT674

MT550
MT551
MT552

USE THIS COUPON
YOU

Ultra violet lighting
Silhouette letter mounting
Flashed opal glass
Pot metal opal glass
Fuses, indicator type
Fuses, cartridge

MAINTENANCE

plete

IF WHAT

MT558
MT559
MTSOO
MT561
MT502
MT563

complete
standard

MTG75
MTG76
MTG77
MT678

MT591
MT592

Projectors,
Projectors,

MT593
MT594
MT595
MT59G

Projectors, semi- portable
Projector pedestals
Projector parts
Lamp.s, suprex type

MT597
MT598
MT599
MTGOO
MTGOl
MT002

Lamps, reflector arc
Lamps, high intensity
Lamps, incandescent projection
Arc regulators
Arc controls
Control panels

MTG03
MTG04
MT605
MT60G

Rectifiers, copper-oxide
Rectifiers, tube type
Bulbs, rectifier
Rheostats, projection

MTG07
MTG08
MT609
MTGIO
MT611
MT612
MTG13
MT614
MTG15
MTGIG
MT617
MTC18
MTG19
MTG20
MTG21
MTG22
MT623
MT624
MT625
MTG2G

Motor-generators
Lenses, projection
Lenses, condenser
Current changers
Mirror reflectors
Carbons, projector
Carbon savers
Reels
Reel alarms
Rewiriders, automatic
Change-over devices
Slide, projection
Lamps, spot and flood
Take-ups, film
Film safety controls
Fire prevention devices
Fire shutters, porthole
Film scales
Film scrapers
Film splicers

MT627
MT628
MT629
MT630
MT631
MT632

Film cleaners
Air gun (cleaner)
Tool kits
Film cabinets
Film cabinet stands
Effect projectors

SANITATION
MT641
MTG42

Cleaning compounds
Cleaners, vacuum

with

sound

SOUND
Sound
Sound

systems,
heads

Speakers
Rectifiers
Condensers
Photo-electric

Baffles,
Lens

horn

assemblies,

EQUIPMENT

Screens, moving
Lighting, stage

MTG87
MTG88

Curtain
Curtain

MT689
MTG90
MT691
MT692
MTG93

Stage draperies
Stage rigging
Scenery, stage
Footlights
Switchboards

MT708
MT709

picture

controls
tracks

STRUCTURAL

MT707

sound

Public address systems
Microphones
Microphone stands
Hearing aid systems
Acoustical materials

MTG85
MTG8G

MT704
MT705
MT70G

cells

Tubes, amplifier
Tubes,
Exciter rectifier
lamps

STAGE

MT700
MT701
MT702
MT703

complete

Amplifiers
Pre-ampllflera

Structural

MATERIALS

glasses

Insulation materials
Acoustical materials
Fibre boards
Fronts, glass
Fronts,
Fronts,
Fronts,

vitreous enamel
porcelain enamel
stainless steel

Toilet partltion.s. metal
Flooring, asphalt tile

MISCELLANEOUS
MT715
MT716
MT717
MT718
MT719

Accounting systems
Change makers
Safes, boxoffice
Tickets
Ticket choppers

MT720
MT721
MT722

Ticket issuing machines
Ticket registers
Ticket holders

MT723
MT724

Pop corn machines
Uniforms, staff
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LAUNCH AHACK ON PA. CHAIN TAX
Wage

Gene Buck Testifies

Litigation Follows on Heels

Raise Asked

of State
Legislature's
Adjournment

by Union

for Ascap in Mich.
Lansing,

Mich. — Gene

Buck,

former

De-

troit “corktown” product who made good
in the big city, returned to the Michigan
capital here this week to appear against
the Ascap bill introduced into the state
legislature. Buck is president of the
American Society of Composers, Authors
and Producers.
The bill, similar to the one introduced in
other state legislatures this year, would
prohibit Ascap from collecting on the
copyright fees it feels belong to its members.
Before leaving Detroit, Buck is understood to have said that he would be surprised if the bill is reported out of the
senate committee onto the floor for action.

60 WARNER MANAGERS
HOLD REGIONAL MEET
Pittsburgh— More

than

60

managers

of

theatres in the tri-state area attended a one-day convention in the Hotel
William Penn here last Wednesday.
Speakers included Roy H. Haines, eastern and Canadian sales manager; S.
Charles Einfeld, director of advertising;
Norman Moray, in charge of sales for Vitaphone short subjects; Harry M. Kalmine,
Pittsburgh zone manager, and Joseph
Bernhard, general manager of the nattional Warner circuit.

Cleveland — Following

the

election

Pittsburgh — With

Minimum

Warner

To Republic Meet
Pittsburgh — James

H.

Alexander,

Sam

Pineberg, George W. Collins, Hymen M.
Wheeler and Louis Hanna of the Republic
exchange here will attend a regional sales
meeting in New York, scheduled for June
14. Pineberg returned this week from Hollywood where he attended the national
convention and witnessed production on
several of the new seasons Republic pictures.

know”

was

all

that

H. M. Richey would say this week in answer to whether Allied’s chain tax bill
would be introduced during this session
ing.the Michigan state legislature in Lansof

ELSIE

LOEB,

D. RICH,

2425

127

Wage

Several

Law

Enactment

Film

Bills

Passed

members of the local exhibitors’ organization legislative committee, made a hurried trip to Harrisburg last Friday following a phone call from Governor Earle. The
nature of this conference was not disclosed.
The amusement tax will be dropped
July 22.

12805

KLINGENSMITH,

HYDE,

the

Three dozen measures affecting the motion picture industry expired in committees, while several bills were enacted which
had to do with building regulations and
emergency exits. Theatre employes rest
bill was approved early in the session.
Acts to prohibit blind booking, block
booking and compulsory designation of
playdates died in committee as did bills
which demanded two men in the projection
booth and the employment of a special
switchboard attendant.
Fred J. Herrington, MPTO secretary and
William J. Walker and William L. Brown,

Richey, general manager of Allied’s
Michigan unit, is at present busy fighting the numerous adverse bills before the
legislature.
However, with the many influential
friends he has in Lansing, both in and out
of the legislature, it is doubtful if any of
the pending bills will become law. With
this in mind, he may decide to have the
chain tax bill presented. Observers, however, believe that this measure, too, would
not have much chance of getting out of
committee this session, since the members
are now staying overtime trying to clear
the docket.
It is expected the legislature will be in
session until some time about July 1.

MIDEAST EDITION Is One of the Seven Sectional Editions
in Which BOXOFPICE Is Published Weekly. The Other
Six Editions Are; NEW ENGLAND, CENTRAL, MIDWEST,
WESTERN, SOUTHERN. EASTERN.

of

The legislature passed all but 6 of the
371 Earle bills. The general minimum
wage bill, introduced in the closing days
of the session, remained in a Senate committee while the general 44-hour working
week for nearly all employed persons in
Pennsylvania was enacted as was a minimum wage law for employed women and
children. Before adjournment the senate
adopted a conference report on the 161million-dollar general appropriation bill for
the next two years.
Two weeks ago Governor Earle vetoed
the Sunday show amendment act.

Vague on Policg of
Chain Tax for Mich.
don’t

passage

The A & P Tea Company and the American Stores, Inc. joined in the court attack
on the chain tax on the ground that it
violates the uniform tax clause of the state
constitution and that it is discriminatory
because it exempts chain news stands.

Other officers elected are Miss B.
Rice of RKO, vice-president; Miss L.
Appell of Columbia, recording secretary, and Sheldon Levy of RKO, financial secretary.

Detroit — “I

the

graduated tax on chain stores and chain
theatres by the Pennsylvania legislature
preceding its adjournment, came the first
constitutional test, which may be a forerunner of extended litigation, of the chain
store tax, when large mercantile chains
filed suit in Dauphin county.

of officers by the newly -formed Film
Exchange Employes union, local No.
B-5, lATSE, the union is asking for
a five dollar weekly raise. J. K.
Johnson of Columbia, who was elected president, reports that while no
agreement has been reached in regard to the wage increase asked, negotiations are now pending in New
York between lATSE officials and
home
tives. office distributor representa-
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TRENDLE LOSES GIVEAWAY HGHT
High Court Holds Schreiber
Policy of Lottery Not
Damaging Rival
By

Gene

Rich

Detroit — Though referring to the game
as a lottery, the state supreme court this
week in a surprise decision dissolved the
injunction obtained by George Trendle
preventing Jake Schreiber from operating
Screeno in his Colonial Theatre. The court
reversed the decision of Circuit Court
Judge Henry G. Nicol who had granted the
restraining order against Schreiber.
No Proof of Damage
The decision was made on the grounds
that Trendle did not show that business at
his various theatres had been damaged by
Schreiber’s use of Screeno in the Colonial.
Trendle, in his briefs which were filed by
Morris Garvet and Ray Meurer, had contended that his boxoffice receipts would
be impaired
of Screeno.

by Schreiber’s

continued

use

Trendle claimed that the game is in violation of the state lottery law. The supreme court, however, held that a court
of equity has no jurisdiction to enjoin
the commission of criminal acts unless
there is proof of injury to property or other
rights of a pecuniary nature.
Trendle Course Not Indicated
It was not known this week what further
action Trendle may take to halt the game.
Meanwhile, Schreiber, highly elated over
his victory, has gone ahead in full force
to continue the game. He has been operating it on a smaller scale ever since his
appeal
bunal.

was

In giving
wrote,

pending
reasons

before

the state tri-

for its decision,

in part: ''The record

the court

fails to show

that

the theatres (referring to Schreiber's Colonial
and Trendle's State-Palms) were in the same
vicinity, thereby creating competition, nor do
we

find any

proof that the lottery scheme

af-

fected the business of plaintiff's theatres. The
restraining order of a court may not be exercised to enjoin the commission of a crime in
the absence

of a showing

sons or property

The

court,

of damages

to per-

rights."

reviewing

the

manner

of

playing Screeno, wrote that “an examination of the method used in the conducting
of the game must convince anyone that
the element of skill as compared with the
element of chance is slight.” Further, as
regards consideration, the court wrote: “the
distribution of the tickets unquestionably
attracted others to the theatre who otherwise would not have attended and in this
way the theatre owner profited thereby.
This is a sufficient consideration.”
Charles Powell, distributor of
in Michigan, following the court
said this week that he would push
the game with a concerted drive
hibitor business.

Screeno
decision
sales on
for ex-

Monogram Closes Deal
Pittsburgh — Monogram exchange, formerly Royal Pictures, Inc., has closed neand
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gotiations for the handling of “Cloistered”
“Gulliver’s Travels” in the local territory, D. J. Selznick, manager, announces.

District lATSE Has
Detroit Convention
Detroit — An unusually quiet session
marked the annual convention of the
eighth

district of the lATSE

here

Sunday

and

Monday at the Tuller Hotel. The district includes Michigan, Ohio, Indiana and
Kentucky. The locals of these various
states sent approximately 150 delegates to
the convention.
Roger Kennedy, vice-president of the
international, and business agent of the
local operators’ union No. 199, presided
at the two-day session, after the meeting
had been opened by Clyde Adler, president
of stage hands, local No. 38. Arthur Lyday,
secretary, of Indianapolis, and only officer
of the district, was reelected.
No Legislation Suggested
The

annual

banquet

Sunday

night

was

marked by no speeches and the convention, after a general discussion of the labor
situation, did not pass
islation.

any

suggested

As one delegate put it, “the most
ment of the convention came when
journed Monday afternoon
troit Tigers defeat the New

4 to 3.”

leg-

excitewe ad-

to see the DeYork Yankees,

Nine to Parley

Los Angeles — Attending the four-day
Paramount annual sales convention held
here starting June 10 were the following

Park Theatre,
is absent
on vacation
and
of Loew’s
manager
GATES,
^RNOLD
Loew’s district manager. Col. Harry E. Long
and Mrs. Long are visiting the elder Longs
in Baltimore.
'Nat Barach of National Screen Service
is busy moving his new home on Shaker
Heights . . . Miss Agnes Specht of the
Colonial Hotel won fourth prize in the
annual M-G-M
Screen Forecast contest.
The problem is to anticipate which stars
will play in what pictures and to tell, in
fifty ivords, why
best pictures.
Nat
from

Lefton
the

and

pictures

S. P. Gorrel

Republic

coast

are the
returned

convention

on

Monday but Jack Jossey didn’t check in
until Thursday. All are enthusiastic over
the possibilities of the new season’s product . . . Miss Marie Opeil, popular blonde
secretary to Messrs. Scoville, Essick and
Reif, has chosen June 19 as the date of
her marriage to Harold Lisy of this city.
The

ceremony will take place at St. Timothy’s Church in Garfield Heights. The
wedding will not divorce Marie from the
film industry as she will resume her duties
at the S. E. & R. circuit after a honeymoon.
“Cloistered,” distributed in Ohio and
Kentucky by Independent Film Service,
closed a week’s successful engagement at
the Hartman Theatre, Columbus. Maiiager Boda put on a vigorous campaign with
the 100 per cent cooperation
bus Catholic organizations.

representatives from the tri-state area of
Michigan, Ohio and western Pennsylvania.
From Pittsburgh: D. Kimelman, branch
manager, and G. Elmo, salesman. From
Cleveland: H. H. Goldstein, district manager, and J. Himmelein, branch manager.

Monday,

From

than

Columbus: M. R. Clark, branch manager. From Cincinnati: J. J. Oulahan and
J. Rodman, branch manager and booker,
respectively. From Detroit: J. T. Howard,
branch manager, and J. E. Ryder, sales
manager.

M-G-M

of all Colum-

Digging for 'Warners new de luxe theatre in Shaker Heights was started last
and

which the
anticipation
a

after ten years the marquee
Van Sweringen’s erected in
of a theatre, will become more

promise. The new theatre is expected to be completed about Labor Day.

Harry H. Goldstein, Paramowit
manager, and John Himmelein,
manager,

district
branch

left Sunday for the coast to at( Continued on page 68)

NEW
THEATRES
FINANCED
(WILL CONSIDER FINANCING WITHIN 100
MILES OF DETROIT)

MILTON

STRAUSS
Cadillac 4712

David Stott Bldg.
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iD> IE ir iiR^ CO ii[ iir
gILL BISHOP is back in our midst again
talking about all the big M-G-M productions as loudly as Leo himself roars.
Bill has taken a studio suite on the twentythird floor of the Book-Cadillac.
Clyde Beatty, the well-known wild animal trainer, and his wife flew into Detroit
last Sunday to visit with Fred Ringler and
the missus. Ringler is hack again at the
Wolverine Theatre as a partner of Clare
Winnie, ivho is operating the house.
If you noticed “Earl Wright’s Dog Show”
in big electric lights over the marquee of
the Tower Theatre, don’t get excited. The
Tower manager of the same name has not
turned dog fancier. It just so happened
that the owner of the act has the same
monicker as Earl.
Ralph Holmes, Detroit Times film critic,
can’t forget about the days of the legitimate theatre. Ralph, when told the other
day by Alice Gorham at United Detroit
Theatres that they would have to ivait a
feiD minutes for a second print to he sent
over from Paramount for screening “Make
Way for Tomorroiv,” remarked: “So, we’re
going to see the Number Two company,
eh!”
William Saal, formerly general manager for Publix theatres, and now in the
Republic home office in New York, stopped off in the auto city last week en route
to Gotham. While here. Bill chinned over
old times with Charlie Perry of the Adams.
Ralph Peckham will be host at the screening of Grand National’s “The Girl Said
No,” at 11:30 o’clock Tuesday night next
week, at the Adams Theatre.
Bill Raynor, formerly managing director
of the Fox Theatre, has been a local visitor the last few weeks.
As soon as the plasterers’ strike is settled, Ray Schreiber’s Palmer Park Theatre
is expected to be finished within two weeks
time. The house originally was to he
opened June 15.
Norman Lane, with offices in the film
building, has taken over the Michigan distribution of the new “movie stamp” business builder system, originated in Chicago
by Joseph Berenson.
George McArthur, who is a director of
the Independent Supply Dealers Ass'n, will
attend the convention of the organization
next week in Chicago.
Freida Brooks has been promoted from
cashier of the Capitol Theatre to the office
of Associated Theatres.
Marty Shore of the Cass Theatre backstage creiv was an efficient bartender at
the lATSE eighth district convention at the
Tidier Hotel this week.
Ernie Pickier of the Chicago exchange
has been named salesman for the western
half of the state out of the local United
Artists office. Pickier succeeds Leonard
Soskin who recently resigned.
George Davidson has another Pontiac
sale to his credit — this time to Ralph
(Continued on page 67)
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Detroit Universal Rehires
Employe at lATSE Behest
Detroit — The

SCHREIBERS TO TAKE
ARIZONA VACATION
Detroit — Jack

Schreiber,

operator

of the

five theatres on Woodward Ave. in his circuit, will drop from the local scene for some
months within the next two weeks. He is
taking a lengthy vacation with Mrs. Schreiber, who is ill, in Arizona.
While Schreiber is away, it is understood
that Jake Broder, who has the confectionery concessions in all of his theatres, will be
in charge of the houses.
Schreiber said that he and Mrs. Schreiber
will be away from Detroit for at least the
summer.

LEGION POST DANCE
AT DETROIT JUNE 14
Detroit — Installation

of officers

and

a

dance will be held by the Russell Johnson
Theatrical Post, No. 371, of the American
Legion, Monday night, June 14, on the
roof garden of the Tuller Hotel. Gilbert
E. Light, retiring commander, is in charge
of the program.
The new officers will be Bud Cusick,
commander; Jack Frenz sr., vice-corn.;
Max Kolin jr., vice-corn.; Jack Waugh, adjutant; Owen Blough, finance officer; and
Light and Cusick, convention delegates.

Film-Stage Cooperation
Detroit

— Elaine

Barrie

Barrymore

is

making a personal appearance this week at
the Michigan Theatre, billed as John Barrymore’s “transcontinental wife.” Maybe it
was a coincident, but with gentlemen bred
in showmanship like Earl Hudson, L. H.
Gardner, Cliff Geisseman and others
around, we think that it may be accidentally on purpose that the screen attraction
is — of all things — UA’s “Woman Chases

first repercussion

in the

unionization of the film exchange employes came here this week when pressure
was brought to bear by the lATSE for reinstatement of the Universal shipper, Russell Matthews, who had been discharged
last week.
There were few details available from
either the Universal exchange here or
lATSE headquarters following the incident. Both sides, however, were satisfied
to report that “the matter has been entirely settled and Matthews is back at
Contacted

Through

Circuits

It was learned from various sources that
shortly after Matthews had been discharged Saturday, Roger Kennedy, business
work.”
agent of the local operators’ union and
who has been in charge of the film union,
contacted the Butterfield and United Detroit Theatres circuits. Kennedy allegedly
advised them that should Matthews not be
reemployed by Monday no union operator in any house in the state would run a
Universal picture.
It was also understood that Universal
made

several stipulations in lieu of Matthews’ reinstatement, none of which could
be learned.

STAGE HANDS UNION
OF DETROIT ELECTS
Detroit — Joe

Finnegan,

who

was

busi-

ness agent of the local stage hands union
at numerous times in the past, has been
returned to that post as a result of the
recent election. Finnegan is stage hand at
the Michigan Theatre.
The new president is Clyde Adler, who
is in charge of lighting and construction
for United Detroit Theatres. Adler was
president of the local several years ago.
Other officers named were Larry Kohsin,
first vice-president; Arthur Cochrane, second vice-president; Edward L. King, secretary-treasurer, and John Mauch, recording secretary.

Man.”

^ Filmland’s NEW

Headquarters

Meet your friends HERE

for a delightful lunch or a

refreshing drink . . .

ONE

TRIAL WILL CONVINCE

YOU !

Special chef's summer suggestions . . . Variety
luncheons complete from 35c . . . One of the finest
cocktail lounges in the city.

• CLIFFORD
One

HOTEL

COCKTAIL

Block North of Vernor
DETROIT

GRILL

on Clifford
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MONOGRAM FILM DISTRIBUTORS, Inc.
NATE

SERVING

SCHULTZ,

President

NORTHERN

OHIO

6 MONOGRAM
PROFIT SERIES

5 MONOGRAM
Certiiied Attractions
Paradise Isle
Romance of the
Limberlost
College Sweetheart
Freckles Comes Home
Land of Sky Blue Water

15
MONOGRAM
SUCCESS SERIES
2

The Thirteenth Man
Telephone Operator
Flying
Orders
Saleslady
Port of Missing Girls
Federal Bullets

SPECIALS

JACKIE COOPER in "THE BOY OF THE STREETS"
DICK MERRILL in "THE ATLANTIC FLIGHT"

2 SERIALS
"SHADOWS

OF CHINATOWN"

with BELA

LUGOSI

8 TOM KEENE
HISTORICAL DRAMAS
Glory Trail
Rebellion
Battle of Greed
Common Ground
Old Louisiana
Under Strange Flags
To be announced
To be announced

and "BLAKE

of SCOTLAND

8 TOM TYLER
WESTERNS

12
ACTION
PICTURES

YARD"

Rip
Roarin'
Buckaroo
Phantom
of the
Range
Cheyenne Rides Again
Three Fingers
Devil's Mirage
Water Hole
Gold Strike
Blazin' the Trail

MONOGRAM FILM DISTRIBUTORS, Inc.
NATE SCHULTZ
President
SAM SCHULTZ
CARL SCHEUCH
Film Bldg.
CLEVELAND

LEE CHAPMAN
JOE LEFKO
Phone: PRospect 2741

MEN
OF

MONOGRAM
WHO

WILL

SERVE

you

Wm.

S. K. Decker

Hurlbut

S- K- DECKER, President
WM»

HURLBUT,

Vice-President

JACK SAXE, Secretary- Treasurer
WM. FLEMION, Branch Manager
Sales

GEORGE

CUSTER
JOE MELLON

Publicity

F. RAOUL

DETROIT,

Wm.

Flemion

Staff

BERT FOSTER

Director

CLEAVER

MICH.

Jack

Saxe

SCOTT

General Strike in Lansing
Closes Its Eight Theatres
Lansing, Mich. — Lansing’s eight theatres, including the five Butterfield-controlled houses, were among the many business institutions closed here Monday when
the United Automobile Workers, affiliate
of the CIO, literally took over control of
the Michigan capital city for the major
portion of the day.
Flying squadrons of the UAW, during
the “siege of Lansing,” went from business
house to business house, sought out the
managers

and

warned

them

to close. Man-

agers of all the theatres were “advised” by
the union to close for safety, while outside
throngs swarmed implying personal attack
and property damage if their orders were
not obeyed.

Connellsville, Pa. — The old Soisson
Theatre, closed for more than 10 years,
will be remodeled and opened by V. F.
Scott, operating as the Ideal Amusement
Co. of Johnstown.
The

^R. C. E. HERMAN,
Carnegie showman,
turned editorial writer the other day
for the Carnegie Union when his article
“Medals for the Meddlers? Or, Meet the
Meters” was featured on the front page.
The article ridicules the “Park-O-Graf”
meters which have been installed on Carnegie streets for the purpose of collecting
a nickel from each motorist who stops and
parks his car.
Mark Goldniaji, GB manager, will attend
his company convention at the Hotel Astor,
Neio York City, June 25-27.

Not a store was open on Lansing’s main
streets during the rumpus, caused when
the UAW chose that method of protesting
the jailing of eight pickets here.

Harry H. Myers, manager of the YMCA
Theatre, Wilmerding, will attend the
Shrine convention in Detroit next week.

Detroit Heat Wave

salesmen, are sporting new
mer has a new Oldsmobile
invested in a DeSoto.

Bobby

Depresses Grosses
Detroit — The torrid heat wave which
hit Detroit a day or two before Decoration
Day put a crimp in the boxoffice returns
of practically all of the auto city theatres.
Receipts have been considerably off during the last week from the first-runs down
to the numerous subsequent run theatres
among Detroit’s more than 175 houses.
Numerous theatres have reported the
past week the worst in the last 12 months
or more as to boxoffice figures.
And the main
thousands sought

reason is that Detroit’s
relief from the excessive

Dunbar

WB

presided

over by Harry H. Goldstein, accompanied Dave Kimelman, branch manager, to Los Angeles for the annual convention now in progress.

Attending the dedication of the Stephen
Collins Foster Memorial the other day we
met Frank Windstein, former local film
man, who is now engaged in singing for
a WPA project. Says he will make a visit
on Filmrow soon,
Ed

Holland,

RKO

surrounding the auto city both in Michigan and across the border in Canada.

New York.”
For the record:

out

of town

exploitation

man,

in

Toast

of

Pete Quiter, treasurer

of

toasting

“The

the Filmrow Bowling League, has submitted his annual report as of June 1, showing a net balance of $8,31,

New Supply Firm

property was sought by various theatre operators during recent years, but it
remained for the Johnstown circuit exhibitor to close the deal which involved numerous heirs to the Soisson estate. Remodeling and renavation will be under way
at once and the 1,000-seat house will be
equipped for opening around September 15.
Scott told Boxoffice that his lease is a
long term one and that $75,000 would be
spent on the remodeling.

NANTY

GLO THEATRE

EQUIPS "CRY" ROOM

Nanty Glo, Pa. — A “crying” room has
been outfitted at the Capitol Theatre, Tom
Bello, manager, announces.
Formerly a storage room, 15x15 ft., the
“crying” room is for the convenience of
mothers with infants who are unappreciative of the picture program and for the
relief of distressed patrons whose nerves
are often worn to a frazzle by yelping kids.
The room in the rear of the auditorium
faces the screen which may be viewed
through a large plate glass window and a
special speaker brings the picture’s sound
within the enclosure which is outfitted,
carpeted and draped along playroom lines.

FRED SOLOMON GETS
POSTER SUPPLY CO.
Pittsburgh — American Poster Supply Co.
is now operated by Fred Solomon who has
purchased the interest formerly owned for
a number of years by Charles Kiefer. The
latter resigned recently to engage in other
work, transferring his interests to R. Soltz.
Solomon announced last week that he
had concluded negotiations with Soltz and
that the poster and accessory company is
now his property.

Nixon Offers Aid
Pittsburgh — Lobby of the Nixon Theatre will be the receiving station for the
National Plant, Flower and Fruit Guild,
opening

June

14. Flowers

for distribution

to the

Detroit — C. A. Anderson, R. J. Miller
and Ralph Ruben of Amusement Supply
here, have organized Anderson-MillerRuben, Inc., for the manufacturing of projection equipment. It is understood the
new firm will announce a factory location
long, at which time it will also announce what type of equipment it will
organi-

To Modernize Club
Detroit — More than $2,500 will be expended by the Variety Club on the enlarging and modernization of its club
rooms in the Book-Cadillac Hotel. This
decision was made at the regular meeting
of the club Monday night, the last meeting
before the summer season.
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Moreels,

cars. The forand the latter

George Elmo, Paramount’s prize winning
salesman in the local district which is

and

manufacture for t’ne trade. The
zation is incorporated for $50,000.

Eddie

Sam Jacobson, “the working girl’s friend,”
is representing Capital Savings Plan, Inc.

heat of the city over the three-day holiday
weekend in the hundreds of resort spots

before

and

WILL REOPEN
IN CONNELLSVILLE

Mr.
Long

and Mrs. George W . Collins (Republic) are vacationing in New York and
Island.

Frank J. Nalley, Nitro, W, Va., exhibitor,
and Mark Browar, city exhibitor, met for
the first time in many years the other day.
Nalley, a theatre operator at Carnegie,
Pa., for 20 years, recalled with Browar the
happy days before they entered exhibition
when they were competitors here in the
shoe business.
George Jaffe, operator of the local Casino, attended a meeting of the Independent Burlesque Ass’n. in Atlantic
week.
Ken
Tyson

Hoel, who

is substituting

City last

for George

children’s wards of the city hospitals, to the shut-ins, to orphanages and
homes for the aged will be received.

3 CHANGES
Send

for one week's

LLOYD

pense.

A WEEK— $3.00

in your dates and check for $3.20
service and shipping ex-

HAMMOND

2425 Cass five . . . Detroit, Mich.

while the latter engages in the an( Continued on page 68)
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INDEPENDENT GETS
DISTRIBUTION RIGHT
Cleveland — Nate

Gerson

and

Harry

Lande, operating Independent Film Service, have acquired “Secrets of Hollywood”
for Ohio and Kentucky distribution.
Opening first run date is June 12 at the
Community circuit’s Carter
Cleveland, downtown house.

Theatre,

“Secrets of Hollywood” boasts a cast of
14 stars including Mae Busch, George
Cowl, June Walters, Wallace Beery,
Adolphe Menjou, Colleen Moore, Edmund
Lowe, John Gilbert, Charles Ray, Noah
Beery, Beatrice Joy, Percy Marmont, Douglas MacLean and Florence Vidor.

Pa. — Mike

Serventi,

who

is

erecting a new theatre at Petrolia, has
been busy of late re-equipping his local Lincoln Theatre. House has been reseated, recarpeted, newly decorated and in addition
to various new fixtures, the booth has been
renewed with new machines, lamps and
sound equipment.
All theatre supplies, other than the
sound, was furnished by Superior M. P.
Supply Co. of Pittsburgh. Serventi, who
also operates a theatre at Sligo, reports
progress on the new house at Petrolia.

DETROIT
(Continued
Peckham,
ger.

Grand

from page 63)
National branch

Pittsburgh — Film

Record Turnout for
Kalmenson Dinner
Pittsburgh — Benj.

SERVENTI RE-EQUIPS
RIMERSBURG HOUSE
Rimersburg,

Pitt. Exchanges and Union
Reach Wage, Honr Accord
Kalmenson,

recently

promoted in the ranks of Warner Bros.’
executives to the position of eastern district manager with headquarters in New
York, was the honor guest at a testimonial
dinner Friday evening which made industry history here. More than 300 friends,
including exhibitors and film executives,
were present at the banquet which jammed
the Italian Room of the Hotel William
Penn.
Speaker.s included Roy II. Haines, eastern and
Canadian sales manager for Waiaier; Former State
Senator Frank J. Harris, chairman of the Republican committee of Allegheny county and president
of the Harris Amusement
Companies;
Bert M,
Steam, United Artists district manager; Harry M.
Kalmine, Pittsburgh zone manager
for Warner
Theatres; Norman
H. Moray, sales manager
of
Vitaphone shorts; John J. Maloney, M-G-M
branch
manager
and president of the Variety Club, Tent
No. 1; Robert Smeltzer, central district manager
for Warners; John H. Harris, national president
of the Variety Clubs of America; Dr. A. I. Wise
of the local Variety Club; C. J. Latta, assistant
manager for Warner Theatres in the tri-state zone;
Harry A. Seed, Pittsburgh branch manager
for
Warnei-; Alexander Parke, veteran local film man,
and M. A. Rosenberg, ju'esident of the MPTO
of
W. Pa., Inc. Rosy Rowswell of radio fame presided as toastmaster.

mana-

Presented

Luggage

Set

Brian McDonald, Jerry Mayhall and Jack Logan,
conductors of the Wilkens
Amateur
Revue
of

Johnny Howard, branch manager, and
Jack Ryder, sales manager, were attending the west coast conference of managers
at Paramount this week. They’ll be back
in time for the regional gathering in Chicago next week.

WJAS,
offered entertainment which included several of the prize acts from the week’s Stanley
Theatre iirogram.
A
handsome
set of luggage was presented to

M. Harlan Starr, Michigan sales manager, is pointing for the GB convention in
New York June 25-27.

Ovation of the evening, except that tendered the
lionor guest, was extended to Alex Parke, who
“lirohe in” Kalmenson
on his first film job here
nine years ago
with
First National Pictures.

When Max Leib, first violinist of the Pox
Theatre orchestra, marries Miss Lillian Ellenbogen next week, the entire band of 23
members will then be benedicts.

success

the

guest of lionor as a remembrance
of the
casion. the iiresentation speech being delivered
A. Rosenberg.
Prior to and following the banquet the film
theatre men met in the new quarters of the
riety f^ult. Suite 2-G, club floor, where the
room was popular.

Parke,

Charles Wolnik, operator of the New
Buffalo Theatre, New Buffalo, is giving
his old high school teacher a dose of his
own medicine, we are told. Charlie is
teaching him how to operate a motion picture machine.
The Clifford Hotel Grill and Bar is rapidly becoming the rendezvous of film folk
for luncheon and a place to spend a few
minutes in cool comfort. Dan Lewis, George
McArthur, Jack Waugh, Frank Smith,
Freddie Schader, Bill Potts, Eddie Loye,
Sam Decker and Jack Saxe were among
local filmites noticed there the other day.
Jack Zide has taken over the Michigan
distribution of the new screen game. Movie
Races.

ocby

M.

first
the

and
Vabar

who has been connected with ‘‘show business” for nearly 45 years, told of Kalmenson’s
from the time he was sent out on his

sales assignment. With all the other speakers, Parke inedicted that “Benny”
would go to
very top of the industry.

Many

Extend

Good

Wishes

The occasion returned Roy H. Haines to this
city where he presided as First National manager
when
Kalmenson, an auto salesman, sold him a
car he didn’t need. Plaines paid fine compliments
to the guest of honor.
Robert Smeltzer, former Mid-Atlantic district
manager
for Warner, who has been promoted to
the local district post, succeeding Kalmenson, also
renewed acquaintances. He
is remembered
here
as a veteran executive with Pathe.
Messages poured in from friends throughout the
country who
extended
in his new position.

best

wishes

to

“Benny”

Long remembered
will be one of Kalmenson’s
remarks during his fine response; “They can take
me
fromi Pittsburgh, but they can never take
Pittsburgh
me.”
Ladies of from
the Warner
Club entertained
Kalmenson
here the same evening.

for

Mrs.

Marousis Buys Cooling
New

Castle,

Pa. — Speer

Marousis,

op-

erator of the Regent Theatre here, has
contracted with Superior M. P. Supply Co.
of Pittsburgh for the installation of complete air-conditioning equipment.

Exchange

Employes

Local Union B-11, chartered by the AFL,
announced this week through Lawrence J.
Katz, business agent for the Moving Picture Machine Operators’ Union Local No.
171, lATSE, that negotiations have been
concluded with all the major companies
and Republic Pictures and that a new wage
and hour scale is effective this week.
The new setup calls for a 40-hour, 6-day
week, the same policy on vacations to be
effective as heretofore existed.
Major

company

wage

scale follows:

Head shipper
Shipper
Assistant shipper

$38
28
23

Night shipper
Head poster clerk
Poster clerk
Head inspectress
Inspectress
Night inspectress

25
28
23
23
20
22

Republic setup calls for an additional
employe and the following wage scale:
Shipper
Night shipper
Shipper-Poster
Inspectress

$28
21
20
18

clerk

Still in negotiations are the following
exchanges: Monarch, Grand National and
Monogram.
Theatre

Employes

Will

Elect

Local committee for the exchange employes Union which included Angelo Marino, New Universal, president: Mary Fleigel, RKO, recording secretary; Irvin Jacobs, M-G-M, and Mr. Katz, were in New
York last week closing negotiations with
home office film executives.
Katz told Boxoffice that temporary officers for a “front-of-the-house” theatre
employes’ union would be elected and that
a charter would be applied for at a meeting of this group Thursday evening (June
10) at the Peoples Alliance Bldg., 7th and
Duquesne.

STRESSES VALUE OF
COMFORT IN HOUSES
Detroit — “Good

seats

and

good

sound

are just as important to successful operation of a theatre today as are good pictures,” in the opinion of Milton Strauss,
local financiar, who has recently become
interested in several theatres through financing their construction.
“As in
a matter
of fact,” said
“we'
insist
our specifications
thatStrauss,
recognized
sound systems and standard seats be used
in “We
the feel
theatre.”
the time is past many years
already when only the pictures were
thought necessary for success of a theatre.
Now it is just as important for the patron
to be able to sit in comfort and enjoy
clear sound and projection as well as good
entertainment.”
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CLEVELAND

Exhibitors Welcome
JJXHIBITORS and exchange managers
from all over the territory turned out
for the gala opening of the Chakeres-Warner new Majestic Theatre, Springfield, O.
RKO’s Stanley Jacques and Metro’s E. M.
Booth, Milton Jacobs, Frank McCoy, exhib
from Wilmington; J. L. Hatcher, Zenia;
the entire Warner district executives with
Nat Wolf, Saul Bragan and Charles Albert
were present. A party after the show in
commemoration of the event was held at
the Shawnee Hotel, lasting until dawn.
Vacations are under way in spite of a
bigger and better seasori. C. A. MacDonald and wife visited with Walter Coulter,
oivner of a chain at Richmond, W. Va.
Col. Arthur Frudenfeld and wife are off
for an extended vacation on the coast. Exhibitor Rogers of the Rand Theatre, Greenfield, is back from a sojourn in the mountains, where he has recovered his health.
Paramount’s Pittsburgh, Columbus,
Cleveland, Washington and Philadelphia
offices will trek to Cincinnati for a regional meet June 18-19, following the sales
conference on the coast. J. J. Unger will
come on from New York City to preside.
Mrs. C. E. Davies, wife of the owner of
Davies circuit, has completely recovered
from her recent serious illness and operation.
Warner’s new booker is Jimmy Partlow,
son of a pioneer exhibitor and former owner of the Tippecanoe Theatre, Tippecanoe
City. Their Martin Seed is new ad-sales
manager.
Mr. and Mrs. Oscar Bender of Rising
Sun visited the Row. The Benders brought
the sad news of the passing of Mr. O.
Bender sr., this week.
Parkway 0179 is the new Monogram office telephone, as yet unlisted. The new
office (where preparations are underway
for a very formal opening, with the entire
New York executive force in the receiving
line) bristles with modern decorations. Bill
Onie has had many callers in his handsome offices.
The C. & P. Amusement Co. raised the
prices at their Beekley Theatre, Beckley,
W. Va., for the UA features, “A Star Is
Born,” and ran a continuous performance
beginning at 9 a. m. The picture did a
record business.

(Continued

Monograms Return
Cleveland — Monogram

has

returned

to

the distribution field after an absence of
two years and was greeted locally by exhibitors as the homecoming of a long lost
brother.
Monogram Film Distributors, Inc., with
Nate Schultz as president, has been formed for distribution of the product in northern Ohio. Schultz is known as a veteran
in independent distribution.
Many

Closing

Deals

Although his organization has been selling only one week, Schultz announces product deals have been closed and approved
with Lester Smith for the Post Theatre,
Warren and the Mu-Wa-Tu, Coshicton;
with Caldwell Brown and Sam Lind for
their chain in Zanesville; S. E. Elgin for
his houses in Dennison and Urichsville,
Messrs. Spidell & Huprich in Dover, as
well as many others.
The

lineui)

consists

of

four

Monogram

Certified

Attractions: “Paradise Isle, a Cosmopolitan Magazine story: “College Sweetheart,” filmusical successor to “Sweetheart of Sigma Chi;” “Freckles
Comes
Home,”
written by Jeanette Stratton-Porter, and “Land
of Sky Blue Water,” based on
Charles
Wakefield Cadman’s
well known
melodies.
Six

Monogram
Profit Series include: “The Thirteenth Man,” “Telephone Operator,” “Flying Orders,” “Saleslady,” “Port of Missing Girls” and
“Federal Bullets.”
In addition the program as announced will contain 15 Success Series pictures, and 16 Lone Star
westerns.
Of outstanding importance, especially to owners of neighborhood houses, is the series of eight
Tom
Keene Historical dramas, all based on authentic historical episodes.
“Shadow's of Chinatown”
and “Blake of Scotland Yard” are announced as outstanding serials.
Bela Lugosi will be starred in the former.
Two
big feature specials to be released by
Monogram
will be Jackie Cooper in “The Boy of
the Streets” and
Dick
Merrill, internationallyknowm
flyer, in “The Atlantic Flight.”
Schultz points out that the Monogram
program
is especially designed for family trade and that
titles, insofar as possible, are descriptive of the
type of life it portrays.

Exhibitors from all parts of the territory
are trekking to the fifth floor of the Film
Bldg, to see what Monogram has to offer
and to congratulate Nate Schultz upon acquiring the Monogram franchise for northern Ohio.

CLEVELAND MANAGERS
FORM BOOSTER GROUP
Cleveland — Downtown

Theatres

Ass’n,

(Campo di Maggio), an Italian language
picture, distributed here by Rudy Navarri,
Verona exhibitor, is scheduled to open at
the Art Cinema June 12. Billed as coming
attractions at the Liberty Ave. foreign

newly organized association of downtown
first-run theatre managers, will meet
twice a month to discuss common problems. Among these are efforts to secure
through street car transportation from the
West Side to the East Side instead of the
present necessity of changing cars at the
Public Square, a campaign to bring more
people downtown regularly for their screen
entertainment, and to meet any unfair
competition that might arise.
Four chairmen, to preside alternately,
have been elected instead of a president.
They are Col. Harry E. Long, Loew division manager; Col. Nat Wolf, Warner zone
manager; Nat Holt, RKO Great Lakes division manager, and Bill Blair, manager of
the Hanna, legitimate playhouse. Jess
Fishman of Warner Bros, occupies the only
other office. He is secretary.

film house are “Lorenzo de Medica,” “The
Wave,” “Paris Commune” and “Golem.”

Downtown Theatres Ass’n maintains
headquarters in 1016 Keith Bldg.

Mrs. Bertha Wolf, Pastime Theatre,
Owensboro, Ky., was on the Row this week.
Charles Humeston of the Lyric, Lawrenceberg, Ky., was also here.
Tho7nas Bros, are building a new house
at Oak Hill, which is expected to be ready
for opening September 1.

Book Italian Film
Pittsburgh

68

—

“100

Days

of

Napoleon”

from page 62)

tend a convention of the “biggies.” Upon
their return they will relay the good Paramount news to members of the sales forces
at a regiojial convention to be held June
18-19 in Cincinnati. Present at the regional will be members of the Cleveland,
Columbus, Cincinnati, Pittsburgh, Philadelphia and Washington exchanges.
Eddie Fontaine, settled in Washington,
D. C., as Paramount branch manager, is
reported to be in fine fettle again by Harry
Goldstein who recently paid Fontaine a
visit.
Sa77i Lichter of the local 20th CenturyFox sales force, stepped out mto the 20thFox C07ive7iti07i spotlight whe7i it was an7iou7iced out loud that he was the leader
amo7ig all of the C077ipa7iy’s salesme7i from
the sta7idpoi7it of tur7iing co7itracts mto
reve7iue.
Herbert Greenblatt, RKO branch manager and his gang, Arthur Goldstein, Bill
Ward and Morris Lefko, left June 12 for
the RKO coast convention.
Atte7itio7i “Doc” Elliott of the War7ier
Theatre, Ca7iton! Pat Laiie of M-G-M a7id
07ie of your old frie7ids 7iow located on
the coast, send best regards through
“Buck”
ve7itio7i. Sto7ier, back fro7n the Metro C07i-

PITTSBURGH
(Continued

from page 66)

nual promotion of a “Miss America,” states
that the “Miss Pittsburgh” elimination and
final at local theatres will be staged in midAugust and the Atlantic City elimination
will be an early September event. Tyson
will be back at his advertising job in the
Harris Amusement office in late September.
Followmg the retur7i of Dave Kimelma7i
a7id George Ehyio from Hollywood, where
they are atte7idi7ig the Paramount coriventio7i, these two a7id Ed Stuve and Bob
Caskey, sales7nen, Charles Merge7i, booking
manager, a7id Bob Clark, ad sales manager, will be off for Cmcumati to attend
a regional C07npa7iy meetmg, scheduled
for Ju7ie 18-19.
Love bug got a number of the local
film and theatre folks with June weddings
as the result. Emma Deittinger, assistant
in the booking department at the Warner
exchange, now vacationing, was to take
the marriage vows June 13. Warner Club
staged a party in her honor last Saturday
and presented her with a toastmaster. Dell
Schneider of Independent Display, also vacationing, was married on June 9. She
received a number of fine gifts including
a silver service from the management. Son
of Morris Akselrad, operator of the Regent
Theatre, McKees Rocks, was married last
Sunday. Sunday evening, June 20, is the
date for the marriage of Peter Alderman’s
daughter, Mariam, and another knot to be
tied that evening at Webster Hall involves
Abe Rottenstein, West Aliquippa exhibitor,
Nathlyn Molans of the Warner office became a bride Sunday.
BOXOFFICE
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CHICAGO MAY FORCE DOAL OUSTER
New Mo. Sales Tax
Has Rebate Clause
Jefferson

City,

Mo. — Missouri’s

new

2

per cent state sales tax went into effect
Tuesday. It was signed by Governor Lloyd
C. Stark on June 7 and carried an emergency clause, making it effective immediately, but State Auditor Forest Smith decided to charge the tax from June 8 on.
No official notices of the effective date

of the tax are being sent out by Smith’s
office. He believes that the newspapers
of the state will sufficiently notify the
public through their general news stories
on the new tax measure.
A feature of the bill is that a three per
cent rebate will be allowed exhibitors for
collecting the tax provided that their payments reach Smith’s office within a specified time. This rebate will apply to June
collections paid by July 15. Theatre owners who are delinquent in remitting the tax
will not only lose the 3 per cent rebate but
must also pay three per cent interest for
the period of delinquency.

Screen© Wins Tilt
Chicago — All American

Slide Co. was re-

strained by the U. S. circuit court from
making slides the court held to be infringements of copyrights held by Screeno
Amusement Co. The court further held
that Screeno ’s patent was valid; that the
device is susceptible of lawful use, and is
not designed for use solely in a game of
chance, “and does not constitute a gambling device.”

In Milly Huddle
Chicago — Joseph

Bernhard,

general man-

ager of Warner theatres, accompanied by
Harry Goldberg, director of the circuit’s
advertising and publicity, was in Milwaukee Monday and in conference with James
Coston, zone manager, here Wednesday.
Both were in Pittsburgh late last week for
the circuit’s central district convention.

63 PACTS

FOR

SOUND

UNION
SERVICERS

St. Louis-— Contracts

for the sound

serv-

icing of theatres by union men have been
signed with the owners of 63 theatres by
the Co-Operative Sound Service Supply Co.
Some weeks ago John P. Nick, first vicepresident of the lATSE, announced that
the union would insist upon the use of
union men in the servicing of sound equipment.
Co-Operative Service Company was established last August by Clyde Weston, now
business agent for the Operators Union,
after the lATSE had been unsuccessful in
its efforts to have other concerns employ
union sound engineers.
Usher’s

Organization

St. Louis — Ushers

Formed

employed

by the Mu-

nicipal Theatre in Forest Park have been
organized for the first time by the lATSE,
an AFL affiliate. Under a working agreement signed by the Municipal Theatre
Assn, of St. Louis the ushers will receive
$9 a week instead of $7. The house employs about 90 ushers this year, an increase of 30 over the 1936 season.
The working agreement provides that 30
of the ushers, who have been previously
employed by the association, will work each
night during the season, which opened on
June 4, while the remaining 60 will split
the work, each getting six weeks.

Attend Convention
Los

Angeles — Representing

the

centers

of Chicago, Indianapolis, Milwaukee and
St. Louis were eight delegates at the Paramount sales meet held here for four days
starting June 10.
Those attending were A. Usher, J. J.
Donahue, H. R. Hamburg, district, branch
and sales managers, respectively, and H.
Wirthwein, salesman, all of Chicago. From
Milwaukee and Indianapolis came Branch
Managers W. P. Wiens and E. J. Barnard,
and from St. Louis M. Schweitzer and
W. A. Wandel, branch manager and
booker.

CENTRAL EDITION Is One of the Seven Sectional Editions
in Which BOXOPPICE Is Published Weekly. The Other
Six Editions Are: NEW ENGLAND, MIDEAST, MIDWEST,
WESTERN. SOUTHERN, EASTERN.

All Except Balaban & Katz
About Ready to Unite
for Single Bills
Chicago

— From

an

atmosphere

super-

charged with economic dynamite comes
the report that all exhibition factions in
Chicago, except Balaban & Katz, are preparing to unite in a move to eliminate
double features.
All

Take

Whipping

When B. & K. brought the duals back
here last winter after an absence of over
four years, during which the public was
thoroughly educated to the entertainment
value of the single feature and variety
program, it was thought by many a small
exhibitor, who claimed he was “harassed”
by the anti-double-feature clause in the
film contracts, that the move meant a return to far greater prosperity than ever
before. The situation, however, boomeranged with such violence that in recent
weeks, since the money games were eliminated <at the “request” of the police
department) practically every neighborhood house in the city has been crying for
help. Even Balaban & Katz have felt the
sting that only great patches of empty
seats
andhave
outside
their just
“A”
houses can
are cause,
said to
been oftaking
as great a licking as everybody else, but
have been unwilling, it is said, to admit
it because of their original insistence on
the return to duals.
The hue and cry has gone up so strongly against the doubles in recent days that
a drastic movement of some kind has been
momentarily expected. Until this week,
however, only a seething, rumbling murmur of discontent has indicated the presence of the bombshell atmosphere.
Warner

May

Join

Move

But at a meeting of the board of Allied
Theatres of Illinois last Wednesday it is
understood on good authority that a definite movement began to take form and
shape, — a movement which has been joined, it is reported, by Essaness, Warner
Theatres and Schoenstadt’s, — to take the
bull by the horns, and with complete disregard of the Balaban & Katz policy to go
back to single features. The presence of
(Continued on page 71)
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Wis. Labor Leaders Urge
Against Divorcement Bill
Madison,

warned

Wis. — State labor leadei’s have

the senate committee

on state and

local government that passage of the divorcement measure, which has already
been approved by the assembly, would
bring labor strife in an “industry now
quiescent.”
Supporters of the bill charged producei'S
with creating a “giant monopoly” in the
state and asked organized labor “not to
take sides” in a controversy between independent exhibitors and circuit controlled
operators.
Among those appearing against the
measure were Joseph Padway, Milwaukee,
counsel for the labor unions; B. J. Miller,
Milwaukee, representing Fox and WarnerSaxe Theatres, and J. J. Handley, secretary of the Wisconsin State Federation of
Labor.
Appearing for the bill were Herbert L.
Mount, Milwaukee, counsel for the independent theatres; E. F. Maertz, president.
Independent Theatres Protective Ass’n of
Wisconsin and Upper Michigan; F. J. McWilliams, Madison; James J. Boden, South
Milwaukee, and Paul Langheinrich, Milwaukee, all independent exhibitors.
The committee failed to make a recommendation on the measure and it is believed it will be several weeks before it
comes up for a vote.

"HELL'S ANGELS" GETS
MORE CHICAGO DATES
Chicago — The

tragic and

untimely

pass-

ing of Jean Harlow, platinum haired film
star who skyrocketed to fame and a reported million dollar earning, has brought
her first starring vehicle, “Hell’s Angels,”
into such prominence that it has been
booked for quick playing into many of this
city’s best theatres.
The release of “Hell’s Angels” has been
kept alive here through B. N. Judell, Inc.,
distributors of Atlantic Pictures product,
which includes also several other highly
popular former United Artists pictures.
Balaban & Katz are playing “Hell’s Angels” in about 18 spots, Essaness about 12,
and numerous other local theatres are set
to play the picture.
Among the other film classics handled
by the Judell exchanges of the Bob Savini
line are “Street Scene,”
ney and Wm. Collier jr.;
Crawford, Walter Huston
and “The Bat Whispers”
ris and Una Merkel.

with Sylvia Sid“Rain,” with Joan
and Guy Kibbee;
with Chester Mor-

According to Saul Goldman, Judell general manager, all of these pictures are now
available for release in brand new prints.
GAIL

REMODELING

Mauston,

Wis.

—

A.

A.

Suszycki

70

"Divorce"
Du Lac, Wis.
— The Fond
Against

has

of

in Brief

^HE New Riviera Theatre at Hastings,
Minnesota, opens June 16th. The finest
type of AIR-LOC seats will be installed
for the comfort of the patrons, on both
the main floor and balcony. All other
equipment used in the theatre is being
furnished by CINEMA SUPPLIES, INC.
*

Fond

♦

«

Du

Lac Trades and Labor council went
on record recently as being against
the theatre divorcement bill recently
introduced into Wisconsin under Allied’s sponsorship and which passed
the house by a large majority.

St. Louis Booth Bill

A large turn-out is expected at the Variety Club Spring Golf Tournament to be
held at the Oakridge Country Club in Minneapolis Friday, June 11th. Joe Numero,
AIR-LOC head, is giving one of his special
GLIDWELL chairs to the member turning in the poorest score on the second (par
three) hole.
*

*

*

Full-upholstered AIR-LOC

Is Signed bg Mayor
St. Louis — Mayor

Bernard

F. Dickmann

this week signed Board Bill No. 19, introduced by Alderman Schweppe and said to
have had the support of the lATSE, which
greatly tightens the safety regulations of
local motion picture theatres, especially
the requirements as to booth construction
and the inspection of motion picture machines, equipment and appliances. The
fee to be paid for such inspection will be
$5 if the seating capacity of the house does
not exceed 1,000 seats and $5 for each
1,000 additional seats or fraction thereof.
The measure repeals Sections 3918, 3920,
3922, 3923, 3924, 3925 and 3926 of the Revised Code of St. Louis, 1926, and enacts
in lieu thereof 47 new sections.
One new section provides that toilet facilities must be provided adjacent to the
projection room.
The new ordinance also provides that
there must be one operator for each projector, while projectors are in operation,
the said operator to devote his entire time
and attention to operating said machine
and shall not leave the operating side of a
motor driven picture projection machine.
Thus there is written into the city ordinance a rule that the union has long insisted upon in its agreements with local
theatres. There is also a provision that
not more than 2,000 feet of film shall be
wound on any 15-inch reel, equipped with
a hub of not less than 41/4 inches in diameter, the overloading of reels being
strictly prohibited. Any person, firm or
corporation that violates any of the provisions of the ordinance shall be subject
to a fine of not less than $25 nor more
than $300, and each day such violation
exists shall constitute a separate offense.
The bill carried an emergency clause and
took effect when signed by the mayor.
INDIANA

FINISHED

completed remodeling and modernizing
the Gail Theatre here.

Trades Council Votes

News

Veray,

THEATRE

Ind. — Paul

Bakes

LEASED
and

Charles

chairs are be-

ing installed in Mr. J. F. Dittman’s Strand
Theatre at Freeport, Illinois. Mr. Dittman
is one of Illinois’ outstanding exhibitors,
and is known for his excellent showmanship and the comfort of his theatres.
*

*

*

It is only recently that it has become
generally known over the country that
Minneapolis is one of the largest if not the
largest furniture manufacturing center in
the United States. With the establishment
of the AIR-LOC SEAT INDUSTRIES, INC.,
in Minneapolis, it is now becoming recognized as the home of fine theatre chairs as
well. Shipments are being made to all sections of the United States owing to the
large demands made by theatres for the
new DeLuxe type of AIR-LOC opera seat.
*

*

*

Three solid carloads of AIR-LOC seats
are now booked for theatres in Ohio and
Pennsylvania to be installed during the
month of July. Shipments in Chicago
and St. Louis film territory are being made
daily.
♦

*

*

The Peerless Theatre of Milwaukee becomes the first house in that city to specify
installation of AIR-LOC seats. This installation takes place on June 24th.
«

*

The Avalon Theatre of Minneapolis is
rapidly reaching completion and from all
indications, will be opened Wednesday,
June 16th. A large attendance of moving
picture exhibitors is expected, as this is the
latest theatre to be built in the city of
Minneapolis. AIR-LOC seats, of course,
have been specified. — Adv.

Scott have leased the Hoosier Theatre here
from Minor Bakes.
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(Continued

from page 69)

Joseph Bernhard in the city at this time
lends authenticity to the report that Warner has joined the independent forces in
a return to singles.
Reports further have it that the move
back to singles will be made almost immediately and will be accompanied by a giant
cooperative advertising campaign of some
sort in which the message of quality entertainment, rather than quantity, will be
carried directly to the public in an effort
to re-educate them to the pleasures of a
two and a half hour show embodying a
good feature picture and balanced entertainment.
An interesting sidelight on the quantity
angle is seen in the latest move of Essaness. When the doubles failed to click,
this circuit started the triple feature policy
in two of its largest houses, the Sheridan
and North Center. Business fell off still
further and so last week Essaness dropped the triple policy like the red hot potato it was. Emil Stern is authority for
the statement that after the playing of the
current “Ecstasy” those two houses will
definitely run no more triple features.

New
University

Theatre Permit
City,

Mo. — A

building

:: June

12, 1937.

THREE INDIANA MEN
WANTED BY POLICE
Indianapolis

—

Governor

M.

Clifford

Townsend has signed papers for the extradition of three Indiana men to Brooklyn,
N. Y., where they are sought in connection
with theatre terrorism.
The action followed a hearing in his office where witnesses were presented by defense attorneys in an attempt to show the
three men were in Indiana at the time of
the alleged bombing. Jacob Weiss, state
senator and Indianapolis attorney, was
chief of the defense.
The men sought in New York are Clarence O. Smith, secretary of the Ft. Wayne
local of the Motion Picture Operators
Union: Leo K. Smith, Ft. Wayne, union
member, and Fred C. Black, Kokomo, a
business agent for the union. They had
been held by Ft. Wayne city court as fugitives from the New York charge but were
released Tuesday. They are charged with
throwing stench bombs and releasing live
snakes in Brooklyn theatres during labor
troubles.

New Chicago Theatre
per-

mit has been issued to the Nash Holloway
Theatre for the erection of a $25,000 motion picture theatre building at 7740 Olive
St. road.
BOXOFFICE

Fourth Floor

Chicago — A

750-seat

theatre,

to

New Aurora Isle
Distinctive House
Aurora,

III. — The

Isle Theatre,

opened

last week in Aurora by Eddie Grossman and
Carl Fulton, is a typical example of the
highest and most modern type of the small
town theatre of today.
Modernistic in theme and treatment, the
Isle, appropriately named because of its
location on Island Avenue and on an actual island, is a distinctive playhouse of
the kind which is springing up over the
country to take the place of the old “Opry
House” in ever increasing numbers. The
new house has 850 seats, every one a good
one from the standpoint of both sight and
hearing, and embodies just about every
improvement known to present day theatre
construction, including air-conditioning,
deep-cushioned chairs, modernistic lobby,
foyer, rest-rooms, brilliant exterior and
soft interior lighting, and acoustical perfection. It cost approximately $70,000
and was designed by Frank B. Gray, an
Aurora architect.
The

cost

$125,000, is to be erected at the corner of
83rd street and Cottage Grove Ave. by
James Svolos from plans by Alexander K.
Eugene. Work will start about June 15.

Isle’s opening, incidentally, represented a mechanical triumph by its builders over seemingly insurmountable construction odds. Its peculiar location, plus

certain peculiarities of the original buildings on the site, presented a problem which
71
took over six months to solve.

Denial of Bank Night Plea
Bars Escape From Fines
Chicago — Refusal of the Illinois state
supreme court, issued Thursday, June 3,
to grant a rehearing of the Bank Night
appeal probably will mean that all the
theatres arrested here last winter on complaint of the corporation counsel will have
to pay the fines levied upon

them

for oper-

ating “chance giveaways of money.”
Appeal for rehearing was made by counsel for the Iris Theatre Corp. and 33 Balaban & Katz houses which were permitted
to join its case in asking that the supreme
court

enjoin

Chicago

authorities

from

in-

terfering with the theatres’ giveaway of
cash prizes, which the high judiciary body
denied last April.
This action of the court represents a
complete victory for the local authorities
here in its months-long campaign to oust
Bank Night and similar plans for giving
money as a theatre promotion.

£. St. Louis Cash
Nights Unhampered
East St. Louis. III. — The recent decision
of the Illinois supreme court in a Bank
Night case arising in Chicago apparently
has had little effect in this southern Illinois community of some 80.000. since many
of the local theatres continue to have regular Bank Nights and other cash drawings.
Not only do the theatres have their
drawings, but they also freely advertise
them in the town’s leading newspaper. The
Daily Journal, issued every afternoon.
Without any public demand for giveaway elimination the authorities of East
St. Louis

and St. Clair county have apparently taken the position there are more
important things for the police to do. So
no effort is being made to clamp down the
lid here.

HOLLYWOOD THEATRE
IN ST. LOUIS IS DARK
St. Louis — The Hollywood Theatre here
is dark. A sign on the boxoffice advises
the mail man to deliver mail to the Rivoli
Theatre. The future of the house is somewhat in doubt. The theatre building was
recently sold to the Dougherty Realty &
Investment Co. of Illinois by the FranklinAmerican Trust Co.
The management of the Hollywood had
met with severe criticism from the Better
Films Council of Greater St. Louis, which
charged it was the only theatre in St.
Louis and St. Louis county that refused to
cooperate with the council. In recent
months the house has shown a number of
sex and vice expose pictures.
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Chi. Exchanges to
Move Next Fall
Chicago — Culmination of several years’
planning came with the announcement last
week that the local Universal, Columbia
and United Artists film exchanges would
move next fall to a new building at 13th
and Wabash Ave.
For several years these three branch offices have been considering the move toward the 13th street end of Filmrow, and
at one time would have done so had suitable quarters been available. In their absence. however, new leases were negotiated
on the present location at 831 So. Wabash.
Thse leases will expire next November.
The new building will be erected on the
southeast corner of 13th and Wabash, directly north of the present Warner building and will have the address of 1301 So.
Wabash. It is to be erected by Theodore
Butts, head of the Jerrems tailoring firm,
and

is reported to be planned
penditure of about $150,000.

for an

ex-

Ten-year leases have already been signed
by the three distributor firms to start upon
occupancy of the new quarters, which
should be some time in October. The filling station on the property has already
been razed, and excavation is set to start
next Monday, June 14. The work will proceed right on through with completion set
for October 1.
According to the plans, which were furnished by the tenant distributors, the
building will be two stories and will extend back to the alley between Wabash
and Michigan avenues. The Wabash avenue side of both floors will be occupied
by Universal. Columbia and United Artists
will occupy a floor each with a separate
entrance on 13th street.

Start New Building
Superior,

Wis. —

Work

on

Russell

^^ITH Sid Sloy, their star twirler on the
mound, the Ambassador Theatre’s
softball team defeated the Loew’s Theatre
team 8 to 6 recently. And it can now be
told that the actual score of the Ambassador Theatre’s rout of the Fanchon & Marco
forces on the morning of May 31 was 36
to 3. At that Umpire Johnny Perkins called
a halt at the end of the third inning. And
now
were

for the alibi — Harry Arthur’s lads
too well trained. Strenuous workouts

each

morning put most of the office workers on the ripe track prior to the actual

contest. ’Tis said Marvin Casmir had a
twisted right leg, George Wiegand was hurt
during infield practice. Matt Schulter also
twisted a knee, while Homer Harmon simply overtaxed himself. The same excuse
for a poor showing has been used in the
past by manager in the American and National leagues, so it must be a good one.
Miss

Lorama

Wiese

of Newman,

111., a

University of Illinois student, has been offered a motion picture contract by the
Universal studios and will leave for Hollywood about June 18.

Mary Walsh, pleasing cashier of the Capitol Theatre, Sixth and Chestnut streets,
has dieted away some pounds without losing any of her charm.
Here is another of the favorite tales of
"Kid” Regan, columnist on the St. Louis
Star-Times: "Harry Crawford, manager of
the Ambassador Theatre, was entering the
foyer after watching Anita Louise, George
Brent, Charley Winninger in the flicker,
‘The Go-Getter.’ ‘Why, Charley Winnmger
stole that picture,’ commented Crawford
to a party of friends as Detective Sgt. Arthur Wander entered the building. ‘Is that
so'/’ queried Sgt. Wander, very eager and
always alert, ‘Give me his description and
I’ll walk down the street to see if I can’t

up.’ ” Motion
pick
The him
Amateur

Picture

Club

of St.

Louis,

Boatmen’s Bank Building, has invited amateurs to register their motion picture films of the recent St. Louis Air Races
and International Aerobatic Competition
with the club. The films will be exhibited
at a special meeting to be held soon.

An exhibition of posters by A. Mauron
Cassandre, which started June 7, will he
on display in the lobby of the Fox Theatre
for two weeks.

Pet-

tingill’s new Superior Theatre here will
start in about two weeks. Completion is
expected in about two and a half months.
The house will seat 750 and will cost about

EXCLUSIVE

DISTRIBUTORS

Entire Middle

West

$100,000.

SEND
RICHARD

J. LIGHTNER

US

St. Louis — Richard J. Lightner, who sold
tickets to two generations of St. Louisians,
died suddenly of a heart attack at his home
the night of June 2. He was 65 years old.
During the past fourteen years he had
charge of the boxoffice for the Municipal
Theatre Opera and was also treasurer of
the American
ket streets.
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LOTTERY "LEGAUZER" INTO HOPPER
Delay in Bank Night
Ruling Elates Omaha
Omaha — Local

this week

over

exhibitors

the

were

Nebraska

jubilant

supreme

court’s action in reserving decision on an
application by Attorney General Richard
Hunter for a temporary restraining order
against operation of Bank Night.
The Motion Picture Exhibitors’ Association of Omaha — the cooperative Bank
Night setup of 29 exhibitors — was represented before the court Monday by Former
Attorney General William Wright, who
argued the tribunal was without jurisdiction because “adequate remedy” could be
obtained in Douglas county district court at
Omaha.
He further argued that the high tribunal
could not issue a temporary injunction in
the case because it had not determined
whether Bank Night is a “lottery and a
public nuisance” as charged in Hunter’s
petition.
Cites

Two

Decisions

Hunter countered with the argument
that the practice has been held illegal
by two district courts — in Gage and Scotts
Bluff counties. Even though the action is
directed against Omaha, he said, the practice is state-wide in interest and application because it is a “violation of the constitution” and is a “public nuisance.”
The defendants’ contention. Hunter said,
that relief could be provided in Douglas
county district court is a “tacit admission”
that operation of Bank Night is a “nuisance.” Wright said, however, that the attorney general had failed “to show a public
wrong was committed.”
“The only persons involved,” Wright asserted, “are in Omaha and in no way are
people in the state at large injured by their
acts.”
The local exhibitors now believe the case
will not be settled until fall.

Minnesota Bill Would Tax
Winning Patrons; Is
Backed by Allied

Ready to Picket Majors
in Percentage Row
Minneapolis — Members

of North-

west Allied States, who voted at the
convention here to continue its warfare against percentage pictures and
to buy only flat deals, are said to be
ready to picket “the worst offending
film exchanges,” carrying banners
requesting exhibitors to refrain from
patronizing the companies in question and branding these companies
“unfair to independent exhibitors.”
The committee which will be appointed by President Steffes to decide upon the sort of campaign to
be adopted in order to hold independent exhibitors in line and make the
war

against percentage deals successful will be asked to consider the
advisability of the picketing, it has
been indicated.

Cummings Okays
Film-Stage Policy
Omaha — District Manager

Evert

R. Cum-

mings of Tri-States Theatres believes the
time is ripe for exhibitors to bring in high
class stage shows on a combination policy
with motion pictures.
As proof of this he points out the new
house record set at the Orpheum here last
week by the Mills Brothers and Count
Berni Vici’s “Spices of 1937,” and the reRevue.cent high take of a Major Bowes’ All-Girl

Borg Visits Tulsa
Kansas

City — Russell

Borg,

Grand

Na-

tional exchange manager, returned early
this week from a trip to Tulsa, where he
conferred with W. J. Cammer, Oklahoma
representative of the company. Borg reported crops looking very good in the Oklahoma territory, with a good oil play. Exhibitors are optimistic.
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Minneapolis — A

bill

to

legalize

the

operation of Bank Night in Minnesota and
provide for taxing the prizes resulting
therefrom will be introduced soon in the
special session of the state legislature.
Under the terms of the measure, the
Bank Night winner would be taxed by the
state for a share of his spoils, the theatre
holding out the tax and remitting to the
state.
Inasmuch as the solons are racking their
brains to find sources of new tax revenue,
the local Allied unit, sponsor of the bill,
believes it will find considerable favor in
the legislature.
Northwest Allied voted “in favor” of the
Bank Night law during its convention
here. At the same time, it voted that its
board of governors should decide whether
any efforts should be made to push through
theatre divorcement legislation during the
present special session of the legislature.
The governors expect to meet this week
to discuss the matter.

ELEVEN TO MEETING
FROM MIDWEST AREA
Los

Angeles — The

midwest

contingent

attending Paramount’s annual sales meeting held here the four days starting June
10 included the following representatives:
R. C. LiBeau, district manager; J. Manfre, branch manager; A. H. Cole, special
representative, and J. R. Young, salesman,
of Kansas City. From Des Moines and
Omaha came Branch Managers R. M.
Copeland

and A. Mendenhall. From Minneapolis, B. Blotcky, district manager; G.

Hinton, sales manager; F. Anderson, salesman, and Selby Carr, ad sales manager,
and from Sioux Falls came Branch Manager A. R. Anderson.
$30 STOLEN
Beatrice,

FROM

Neb. — When

THEATRE
Mrs.

Frank

Hol-

lingsworth, whose husband operates the
Rialto here, turned her back on the cashier’s cage for a minute to check up on operation of the cooling system an alert thief
scooped up $30 and escaped.

JESSE SHLYEN, Midwest Editor, 4704 E. 9th St., Kansas
City, Mo. Phone CHestnut 7777. MAURICE WOLFF, 801
Wesley Temple Bldg., Minneapolis, Minn. PAUL JAMES,
2711 N. 56th St., Omaha, Neb.

N ew Missouri Trade Union
Has Broad Charter Powers
Kansas

City — Judge

Darius

A. Brown

of the circuit court here Tuesday granted
a decree of incorporation to the United
Motion Picture Operators and Workers
Union for the Film Industry.
Brenton G. Hall is president of the new
group; Grover C. Blackmore, vice-president
and treasurer; Frank S. Mount joy, secretary, and Harold Hay, business agent.
Purpose

Purpose of the union is “to ameliorate
and promote the social welfare, unionize
working standards, status and condition
of its members; uphold, protect, preserve,
defend and advance their status and their
civil and legal rights as workers in whatever capacity.” Included in the scope of the
union is “the operation of motion picture
machines, inspection, receipt, delivery and
distribution of motion picture films, including every type, nature, kind, form, description or phase of service attached to or
connected with the operation, maintenance,
promotion, advancement and propagation
of the rights of its members and of the
motion picture industry.” Workers included are supervisors, operators, mechanics,
workers, inspectors, laborers or employes
in whatsoever capacity in the motion picture industry.
Articles of incorporation grant the union
broad powers. Under a Missouri charter it
could, if its members desired, do business
in any state in the union as a foreign
corporation.
The application for a charter provides
for a board of governors consisting of four
charter members, who will control and
supervise the union. Replacements on the
board of governors is by remaining governors, from charter members “whose name
is attached to this application.”
In addition to officers, the names on the
application are William V. Anderson, Bennie Ball, A1 Hauetter, R. S. Blackmore,
Billy Smith, Albert Lee, R. H. Patterson,
Cecil Rockey, Wallace W. Tyrone, George
Turner and A1 East.
No

Affiliation

Yet

The union has made no affiliation, and
its members are undetermined whether
they will affiliate, and if so, with what
group, the CIO or AFL.
The move on the part of the independent
operators brings into the local field now —
and into a wider field, possibly, later —
a rival to the lATSE with its local operators 170, its newly organized film employes
and theatre employes locals. Observers say
that the new group, armed with a state
charter, will be a much stronger labor organization than the old Independent union
ever was.
Labor continued to move on the theatre and film fronts during the week.
On June 4 theatrical employes of five
first runs and the Fox Plaza formed
a Class B local under the name of Thea-
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Kaycee Subsequents
May
Kansas

organiza-

trical Employes and elected two sets of
officers with a joint executive board.
Negotiating

Heads

First

Group

W. L. Mead was named head of the first
group. He is in charge of porters and
cleaners at the Mainstreet. Other officers
are Frank Kelsey, Newman janitor, vicepresident; Marion Swancy, Mainstreet
cleaner, recording secretary; W. A. Hambright, Tower janitor, financial secretary;
Edward King, Tower janitor, treasurer;
C. L. Bennie, head of the Midland porters,
Arthur Price, stage doorman at the Tower,
and John Woods, janitor at the Fox Plaza,
were named members of the executive
board; William Hall, Ararat Temple porter, guide; Oscar Smith, Midland janitor,
sergeant-at-arms and Gloster Kill, porter
at the Mainstreet, reading clerk.
Curtis

Allen

^HE New Riviera Theatre at Hastings,
Minnesota, opens June 16th. The finest
type of AIR-LOC seats will be installed
for the comfort of the patrons, on both
the main floor and balcony. All other
equipment used in the theatre is being
furnished by CINEMA SUPPLIES, INC.
«

*

*

A large turn-out is expected at the Variety Club Spring Golf Tournament to be
held at the Oakridge Country Club in Minneapolis Friday, June 11th. Joe Numero,
AIR-LOC head, is giving one of his special
GLIDWELL chairs to the member turning in the poorest score on the second <par
three) hole.
*

*

*

for Demands

From New York came word that Louis
Krous, assistant to the president of lATSE,
had taken over and was carrying on negotiations with national distribution offices
on the demands of Kansas City Film Exchange Employes Local 23. Film workers
last week presented to local exchange managers, who forwarded them to their home
offices in New York, demands for a closed
shop, 40-hour week, vacations with pay,
and very substantial increases in wages.
Under auspices of the lATSE, all theatre
employes except executives, operators and
stage hands, the latter two groups already
organized under International, formed a
union and obligated 110 members. Porters,
cleaners, etc., elected officers. Ushers,
doormen, cashiers, etc., who do a different
time shift, elected another set.
L. Mead

in Brief

Unionize

City — Following

tion of first run employes and those
of the Fox Plaza last week as the
Theatre Employes local, an lATSE
affiliate, employes of subsequent run
houses are being approached for
membership.

W.

News

Second

Group

Leader

Curtis Allen, chief of service at the
Mainstreet, is president of the other group;
G. A. Houser, Midland usher, vice-president; Harry Milam, Newman’s assistant
chief of service, recording secretary; John
Thorpe, Newman doorman, financial secretary; Harold Walker, Mainstreet doorman, treasurer; Nellie D. Young, Newman
cashier, Buelah Sims, Newman cashier and
Tom Evers, Midland usher, executive board
members; Orville Miller, Tower usher,
guide; Eugene Riordan, Midland usher,
sergeant-at-arms, and Pauline Jenkins,
Mainstreet cashier, reading clerk.
The new union is expected to present
wage and hour demands to theatre managers sometime this week.

Full-upholstered AIR-LOC

chairs are be-

ing installed in Mr. J. F. Dittman’s Strand
Theatre at Freeport, Illinois. Mr. Dittman
is one of Illinois’ outstanding exhibitors,
and is known for his excellent showmanship and the comfort of his theatres.
*

*

*

It is only recently that it has become
generally known over the country that
Minneapolis is one of the largest if not the
largest furniture manufacturing center in
the United States. With the establishment
of the AIR-LOC SEAT INDUSTRIES, INC.,
in Minneapolis, it is now becoming recognized as the home of fine theatre chairs as
well. Shipments are being made to all sections of the United States owing to the
large demands made by theatres for the
new DeLuxe type of AIR-LOC opera seat.
*

•

•

Three solid carloads of AIR-LOC seats
are now booked for theatres in Ohio and
Pennsylvania to be installed during the
month of July. Shipments in Chicago
daily.
and St. Louis film territory are being made
*

*

The Peerless Theatre of Milwaukee becomes the first house in that city to specify
installation of AIR-LOC seats. This installation takes place on June 24th.
«

«

«

The Avalon Theatre of Minneapolis is
rapidly reaching completion and from all
indications, will be opened Wednesday,
June 16th. A large attendance of moving
picture exhibitors is expected, as this is the
latest theatre to be built in the city of
Minneapolis. AIR-LOC seats, of course,
have been specified. — Adv.
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ETHEL GOOD ESCAPES
FANS AFTER WEDDING
Omaha — A real film wedding

was

that of

Miss Ethel B. Good, secretary to District
Manager Evert R. Cummings of Tri-States
for nine years, to Lt. Walter Smit of Fort
Riley, Kas. — but the newlyweds ran out
on the last closeup.
After the ceremony at the First Baptist
church, attended by more than 100 friends,
the party adjourned to Hotel Fontenelle
for a reception.
Three amateur cameramen — Capt. Donald Snyder of Ft. Riley, brother-in-law of
the bride: Glenn Fratt, Brandeis Theatre
artist, and Gordon Anderson, Tri-States
sound man — trained movie cameras on
the couple leaving the church and got
their pictures.
Again at the Fontenelle the cameramen
set up outside the door for a fadeout shot,
but the newlyweds escaped by another door,
taxied to the groom’s car and then fled
out of town, honeymoon destination unknown. They did announce they would
be at home at Ft. Riley after June 15.

Wauneta Opening Set

, World Rights
Fourth Floor

BOOTH DAMAGE SUIT
SETTLED FOR $3,200

Shuttee Succeeds
Zigmond at Lincoln
Lincoln — After

nearly

three

years

here

as city manager of the Lincoln Theatres
Corp., Jerry Zigmond was removed this
week and replaced by Walter Shuttee, late
of the J. H. Cooper enterprises of Colorado.
Zigmond goes first to Chicago for a week
and then to Colorado. His job will be
largely film and talent buying for the
Cooper corporations.
Shuttee was formerly at Pueblo, Colo,
and left there late in the winter. E. A.
Patchen, who was the exploitation man
here under Zigmond, went to Pueblo to
replace him.
Setup of house managers remains largely
the same — Ike Hoig is at the Orpheum, assisted by Kurth Nelson; Gus Nelson at the
Stuart, helped by Bill Lindeman; Chuck
Doty at the Liberty, with John Niemoth
on the side; Bill Knight at the Lincoln,
and Quentin Quay at the Sun.
Announcement was made after J. H.
Cooper had come in from his New York
offices and surveyed the local scene.

Omaha — Dr. F. E. Rider plans to open his

475-seat Crystal Theatre at Wauneta, Neb.,
about July 4. The house was erected at a
cost of $17,000 to replace the house destroyed by fire last winter. Western Theatre Supply installed all equipment.
BOXOFFICE
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L ARM
Bazine,

ED

CLOSES

Kas. — Ralph

AT

BAZINE

Lamed

has

closed

his Jewel Theatre here for the summer. He
also operates a theatre in LaCrosse, Kas.

Omaha — Projectionist

Edward

A. Crowell,

57, has settled out of court for $3,200 his
$50,000 suit against Lawrence Krasne of
Council Bluffs, owner of the building housing the Victoria Theatre.
Crowell charged in the suit that Krasne
was negligent in not having the booth built
to comply with city regulations. The fire
occurred Dec. 8, 1935, and Crowell still is
undergoing treatment for burns on his
hands although he continues to work in
the booth of the Victoria. C. L. Snider,
who has the house under lease, was not a
party to the suit.

GRAND NATIONAL TO
SCREEN TWO FILMS
Kansas

City — The

first trade

screening

of “The Girl Said No,” first 1937-38 Grand
National release, and its first picture made
with Western Electric Mirrophonic recording, will be held by Russell Borg, exchange
manager here, at the Fox Apollo, 2:30 p.
m., June 15. The Apollo is equipped with
WE Mirrophonic sound.
On Tuesday evening, June 15, Borg will
screen “Damager Goods,” a Grand National release, for a distinguished audience
of Kansas Citians, including Mayor Bryce
B. Smith, Dr. Edwin Henry Schorer, director of health: George Melcher, superintendent of schools, and many other prominent city and school officials and doctors.
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Topics at Convention
Announced bp KMTA
Kansas City — Major points which exhibitors of Western Missouri and Kansas will
take

up when the Kansas-Missouri Theatres Association meets in Topeka, at the
Kansan Hotel, June 22 and 23, have been
announced by John Stapel, Rockport, Mo.,
president of the association, and R. R.
Biechele, Kansas City, secretary.
The effort of exhibitors to “get back into
the show business” is reflected in the proposed thorough discussion by exhibitors
of using vaudeville to replace double features and giveaways as a boxoffice stimulant.
The effect on the boxoffice of motion
picture stars appearing on radio broadcasts
will be discussed, along with what to do
about it.
Other subjects will be the new two per
cent sales tax in Kansas, discussed by a
representative of the state tax commission; double features, and what to do about
them; the current labor situation, and
ways of making savings in the purchase
of insurance, the latter to be treated by
Finton Jones of the Travelers.
There is a growing reaction against giveaways and doubles, exhibitors feel, and the
convention will bring out various experiences and opinions on the matter. Stapel
said he had observed advertisements of
various

Missouri

exhibitors — he heads

the

Missouri Democratic Editors’ group — and
that it seemed to him there had been a
definite decrease in the use of giveaways
the past few months.

Imperial Franchise
to Homer Blackwell
Kansas City — The franchise for distributing Imperial Pictures product in Western Missouri and Kansas has been taken
over by Independent Film Distributors,
twin to Homer Blackwell’s Independent
Poster Exchange, for 5 years.
Blackwell has signed John Muchmore,
for six years office manager of the local
Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer
sales representative.

exchange,

as film

ALTER

SHUTTEE,

who

replaced

Jerry

Zigmond as city manager of the Lincoln Theatres Corp., finally was handed
the job after waiting here nearly seven
weeks for the wheels to turn and definite
decision to be made ... In the same vein
this column apologizes to Pat Magee, Oklahoma City chief of the J. H. Cooper houses,
who was said to be rumored for a move.
Pat will leave Oklahoma City when there

Tax Experts to Speak
at KMTA Meet

is no more
a box.

show

business, or when

he’s in

Leland Mischnick is marking time here
at his old stand, the Kiva, waiting for
Westland Theatres to get their new house
open in Colorado Springs.

Kansas City — In the discussion of
the proper collection of the state
sales taxes, speakers from the Kansas and Missouri tax commissions
will be on the program of the Kansas-Missouri Theatres Assn, meeting
at Topeka on June 22 and 23.

Reports

of a CIO

organizer

in town

to

line up the ushers and other theatre employes not already unionized has the managers doing some fast inquiry. Several of

Other subjects will include arbitration, unfair competition and the
Walkathon {endurance contest) menace.
The association has approximately
350 members, but all exhibitors in

them

were tempted to give notices to everyone before the organization was completed,
only hiring back those they could trust.
Bob Livingston went to bed at 10:30 one
night last week and then raised cain with
his cashier the next day for keeping him

western Kansas and Missouri, whether members or not, have been invited
to the convention which will be held
in the Hotel Kansas.

HUMBOLDT OPENING
SCHEDULED JULY 4
Omaha — D. L. Franks and Lou Billings
are building a 400-seat, $15,000 house at
Humboldt, Neb., and expect to open July 4.
Booth equipment also is being replaced
for that destroyed by a fire in Franks and
Billings’ Roxy at Table Rock. Neb. Three
men were overcome by smoke in that fire.
Until recently Billings was interested in
the operation of the Humboldt Theatre at
Humboldt with Leola Schuler, but sold his
interest.

up so late. Developed Bob had a dream
that he was hmiting something in the
office and when {in the dream) he looked
at his watch it was nearly 4 a. m. So he
figured he really got only four hours sleep.
Ike Hoig is using photos of your correspondent with the Hollywood stars as a
comeon in the lobby of the Orpheum Theatre. Says it’s turning from a comeon into
a goaway.
Gus

Nelson

promoted

a

twin

party

at

the Stuart to start off “Prince and the
Pauper” with a bang. Stunt attracted
about 42 sets of the dittos.
In case Carl Rose is interested, Hollywood is a case of either peroxide or cockeyed.

GATEWAY LYRA CUTS
TIME; ANOTHER DARK
Minneapolis — Fred Strom’s Lyra Theatre in the Gateway district here will run
only on Saturdays
summer.

and

Sundays

during

the

Another Gateway house, the old Wonderland, is closed, its license having been revoked by the building department pending
the making of various improvements required by the code.

Youngclaus Buys Two
Grand Island, Neb. — W. N. Youngclaus
is back in the circuit operator class with
the purchase last week of the Sterling and
Lyric theatres at Superior, Neb., from J.
L. Galbreth.
Youngclaus also owns the Empress and
Island here and the Pastime at Ravenna.
He formerly owned another string of
houses,

then disposed of all except the Ravenna before starting to rebuild.

Seven of Imperial’s 1936-37 releases were
taken by Blackwell for immediate delivery,
and were scheduled to arrive at the exchange late this week. They include “She
Shall Have Music,” “Broken Blossoms,”
“With Pleasure Madam,” “Rich Relations,”
“I Demand Payment,” ‘Murder by Television,” and “Manhattan Butterfly.”
Included in the 32 from Imperial’s 193738 production taken by the Independent
are “My Wondering Daughter,” “Beauty
Racket,” “Sophisticated Lady,” “Back from
Reno,” “The Model Murder,” and “Negligee.” These are Imperial’s “exploitation
specials.” In addition there are 10 “blue
ribbon” productions, eight "frontier action
dramas,” and eight musical outdoor shows.
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Missouri 1% Sales Tax
Law Goes Into Effect

Charge of Chain Rebate
Stirs Territory
Minneapolis —

The

charge

of Presi-

dent W. A. Steffes of Northwest Allied States that the Minnesota
Amusement Co. (Publix) is regularly receiving rebates from the distributors on its film contracts, thus
giving the latter a big advantage
(approximately 15 per cent, according to Steffes) as to film costs over
the independent exhibitors, is causing a lot of discussion in film circles
throughout the territory.
Steffes made the charge at the
Northwest Allied convention here last
Tuesday. He said that the exchanges
in order to whip independent exhibitors into line to pay up to 40 per
cent for percentage pictures displayed Publix contracts calling for
similar terms.

Jefferson

EXHIBS,

Kansas

as 15 per cent.’’

DICKINSON CIRCUIT
MANAGERIAL SHIFTS
Kansas

City — Glen

W.

Dickinson

has

named Jack Hazlett of Ohio as manager
of the Dickinson at Junction City, Kas.,
under supervision of Robert Guize, district
manager.
Noel Weaver, formerly assistant manager in Manhattan, Kas., has gone to Herington, Kas., as manager of the Dickinson
there.
Carlton Dickinson, son of the circuit
head, has taken over management of Parsons, Kas., and has supervision over Independence, Kas. Paul Dixson, formerly at
Parsons, now is managing the Varsity,
Dickinson house at Lawrence, Kas.

COMMONWEALTH
SHIFTS 2 MANAGERS
Kansas

City — C.

A.

Schultz,

Ray Holmes, who has been C. L. McVey’s
assistant at the Dreamland in Herington,
Kas., goes to Norton to succeed Smith.

Omaha — The

Mills

who

ap-

peared at the Orpheum last week, raised
approximately $200 for a free milk and ice
fund sponsored by a local newspaper in an
hour’s radio program at midnight.
Listeners were allowed to request numbers, but had to pledge $1 or more to the
fund before the request was granted.
On June 26 the Orpheum again will cooperate with the milk fund, along with
Warner, in presenting “Kid
a midnight benefit show.
BOXOFFICE

:: June

Galahad”

12, 1937.

is

to

warn

all

those

Gary McCrea,
and no one
Naturally the
Hodson has

“Kid Wallace” as himself,
knew they were brothers.
fight was a draw.
participated in 27 fights.

He’s working out now at the KCAC and
may enter Jim Jeffries Barn tourney at
Burbank, Cal., during his vacation in
August.
Hodson took up fighting naturally, he
says. There were nine children in the family, eight of them boys, and he had to
fight.
During his fighting in California, Bob
Nestell beat him. Nestell is the West Coast
fighter who was beaten by Bob Pastor at
Los Angeles last week.
Hodson is a vegetarian — never has eaten
meat.
EPSTEIN

AIR

Omaha — The

CONDITIONS

Epstein

Theatre

CORBY
Corp.

Mo. — As

the

Missouri

Chain

Tax

Bill

Dies

The chain store tax bill was lost in the
house.
Employers will pay the entire burden of
unemployment insurance under the bill
passed by the legislature. It provides a
pooled fund type of compensation, and applies to employers of eight or more persons. Benefits begin two years after the
law becomes effective, which will permit
accumulation of reserves. Three weeks
after employment ceases, the unemployed
person is eligible for benefits of from $5
to $15 a week, payable for a maximum of
12 weeks. A person unemployed as the
result of a labor dispute is not entitled to
the benefits.
The pooled plan includes a system of
merit rating of employers. Contributions
can be reduced in case of stabilization of
employment. After 1942, should the contributions of an employer be IV2. per cent
of the benefits debited against his account
in the pool, he pays only 1.8 per cent of
his annual payroll (instead of 2.7) ; if contributions exceed 10 per cent of debit
benefits, he pays .9 of 1 per cent, and if
they exceed 15 per cent of benefits, he
pays nothing. On this year’s payroll the
employer pays 1.8 per cent; next year and
thereafter, 2.7 per cent.
A

has

installed a new cooling system in the Corby
Theatre.

three-member commission will administer the law. Appointed by the governor, its members each will draw $7,500
annually.

IDEAL Theatre Chairs

Benefit
Brothers,

City — This

on Filmrow not to pick a fight with the
tall chap who works in the 20th-Fox shipping room. In case you didn’t know, Gary
Hodson, 24, was light heavyweight champion of California in 1934. He won the
Los Angeles Athletic Club tournament that
year, trimming Sah Lee in the last of the
bouts, and wears a gold belt buckle as an
insignia of the feat.
Hodson, who has worked as a shipper at
the Fox exchange here since 1932, fought
in the welterweight division at the Los Angeles tourney in 1929, and in the middleweight in 1931, but didn’t win until 1934.
His brother now is fighting under the sobriquet of “Kid Wallace” Hodson. Once at
Globe, Ariz., Gary blew into town busted
flatter than the top of a railroad rail and
learned his brother was doing some fights
there. The two were booked, Gary as

executive

head of Commonwealth, announced here
Monday the shift of M. B. Smith, manager
of the Cozy at Norton, Kas., to manager
of the State, Garden City, Kas.

Aid Omaha

OUT!

20th-Fox Shipper Hodson
Ex-Champ Fighter

“However, John J. Friedl, Publix
general manager, makes periodical
trips to New York to have these contracts adjusted,’’ charged Steffes.
“Price reductions from the amounts
specified in the contracts average as
much

WATCH

City,

legislature wound up its affairs this week,
after setting a new record of calendar
days for a regular session, Missouri exhibitors checked the sales tax as the one
most important item affecting them.
Governor Stark last Monday signed the
bill which doubles the present one per cent
levy, gives exhibitors and other retailers
three per cent for cost and bother of collection, does not apply to advertising, as
does the present one per cent tax, and
provides for payment via zinc tokens in
place of the present cardboards. The two
per cent tax will, it is estimated, give the
state two million dollars a month, most of
it for social welfare work. It expires December 31, 1939.

in
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Omaha Court Censures
Maqor But Bars Film
Omaha — Mayor

Dan

Butler

cannot

as-

sume dictatorial powers in barring or censoring films and stage plays shown in
Omaha.
This, in substance, is a decision handed
down by District Judge Rine in a ruling
on “Ecstasy” that paradoxically was a victory for the mayor.
Restrainer

Dissolved

The judge virtually barred “Ecstasy”
from showing at Ralph Goldberg’s Town
Theatre here by dissolving a restraining
order that would have prevented city officials from interfering with the picture. He
ruled that the picture violates Nebraska’s
decency statutes. He said further, however:
“The thing (play, film or book) is or is
not a criminal offense irrespective of what
the mayor may believe about it. The fact
he (the mayor) says it violates the law
does not make it so.”
He held in effect that the court may review any act of the mayor in stopping
plays. Some weeks ago the mayor stopped
“Tobacco Road” with police until the company promised to use a script censored by
himself, ordered two so-called sex pictures
out of Omaha and banned “Ecstasy” after
an unfavorable report by City Welfare Inspector Tom Knapp.
Art

Critics

Praise

Film

Judge Rine saw a screening of “Ecstasy”
arranged by Promoter Sam Cummins of
New York city and the latter’s attorney,
I. J. Dunn. With the judge w'as City Attorney Seymour Smith. Dr. Paul H. Grummann, director of Omaha’s $4,000,000 Joslyn Memorial art center, and W. L. Steele,
art critic, also viewed the film, although
not as official censors, and praised it.
During the course of the hearing Judge

Rine indicated that he does not believe the
law gives Mayor Butler as much censorship power as he has sought to assume. The
judge said:
“Can the mayor stop any play or anything which in his opinion is wrong without the courts stepping in? If that is so
he might stop a minister from reading certain passages of Leviticus.”
Appeal

Although

Will

Be Sought

m

A

1HI[ A

^ALTER
P. SHUTTEE, who has been
appointed city manager at Lincoln for
the Lincoln Theatre Corp., visited Filmrow
this week getting acquainted with the
branch managers. He reports that Jerry
Zigmond, whom he succeeds, has gone to
Chicago for a time, and then will go to
Colorado for Joe Cooper’s organization, of
which the Lincoln setup is a part. Shuttee
has been working with Zigmond in Lincoln
several months getting familiar with the
situation.
Joyce Anderson has been promoted from
the office staff to secretary of Branch
Manager D. V . McLucas of United Artists,
replacing Elsie Welty, resigned. Edna Stolinsky, formerly in Republic’s office here,
now is working in the UA office.

he lost this decision. Promoter

Cummins continued to be certain “Ecstasy”
would show in Omaha.
said.
“We’ll appeal to the supreme

court,” he

Less certain of the next step was Cummins’ attorney, but he did say either the
supreme court would be asked for an injunction or that a police court test case
would be sought.
In that case the picture would be shown
and the police would make arrests.
Attorney Dunn also declared Rine was
the first jurist in the United States to
rule against “Ecstasy.” A Kansas City
jury and a Denver police judge have permitted the picture to show.
Considers

Revoking

Licenses

Butler declared he is seriously thinking
of revoking theatre licenses to stop such
trouble as occurred over “Ecstasy,” “Idiot’s
Delight” and “Tobacco Road.”
“We can’t have city officials spending
their time reading scripts,” he said. “Mayor
Kelly used the license plan in Chicago very
successfully with ‘Tobacco
TEXAS
Austin,

O

OUSTS

Tex. — The

BANK

Road’.”
NIGHT

court of criminal

peals ruled Wednesday
is illegal in the state.

that Bank

ap-

Night

Bill Strickland is all puffed up because
his Omaha exchange stands second in
Monogram’s national sales drive. Des
Moines still holds first.
Morrie Smith of Des Moines, who services candy vending machines in local
houses, ran into trouble this week with a
brand new truck and load of merchandise.
Striking transport truckers here refused to
allow his driver to deliver his load until
he joined the union. The driver joined.
Ted Mendenhall’s crew has departed for
Paramount’s Los Angeles convention and
day. V. McLucas’ organization leaves for
D.
United Artists Chicago meeting next TuesFunniest sight of the week. The two
pretty daughters of Bob Ballantyne playing marbles on the floor — after hours of
course.
Louis Epstein of the Epstein circuit and
Sidney Goldbery of Lothrop have departed
for New York to attend a wedding in the
Epstein family . . . Incidentally the Epstein
Brothers, Sam and Louie, are branching
out of the theatre business a bit by open( Continued on page 82)

The smiling faces shown in the photos below are Paramounteers who were caught by the Boxoffice camera Monday night as they
paused for a few minutes between trains Los Angeles bound for the sales convention. A happy reunion is represented in the first
photo showing R. C. LiBeau, district manager of Kansas City; M rs. Maurice Schweitzer, wife of the St. Louis branch manager; and
Oscar Morgan, southern district manager in Atlanta. Mrs. Schweitzer is the former Bertha Dubinsky, who a few years ago was
secretary for Morgan in Kansas City where he was then Paramount branch manager. In the second picture is Charles Reagan,
western division sales manager and Louis Phillips of the legal staff. The dignified looking group in the third photo (left to right)
are: Arthur Cole, Kansas City office manager; Bob Moriarity, pressbook department; R. C. LiBeau; Alee Moss, advertising manager;
Joe T. Manfre, Kansas City branch manager.

K A Y C IE IE K. C. Varieti] Club

1
piLM and radio great already are being
lined up for the second annual Jubilesta in the Municipal Auditorium, September 18-26 inclusive, and have suggested,
among others: Buddy Rogers’ orchestra.
Slim Summerville, George Jessel, Kay

Active in Summer • DON
Kansas

City — Variety

Club

will continue

to hold bi-weekly luncheons on Monday
in Filmrow clubrooms, it was decided Monday this week when members voted enthusiastically via applause for the idea.
Pinton Jones, who presided in President

Kyser’s orchestra, Ann Sothern and Roger
Pryor, Andre Kostelanetz and his band,
Rubinoff, Benny Goodman, Eddie Duchin,
Alice 0
Faye, Ritz Brothers, Patsy Kelly, Jack
Haley, Marx Brothers, George Raft,
Elmer C. Rhoden’s absence, put the question.
“Schnozzle” Durante, Parkyakarkus, Ethel
Shutta, Phil Spitalny and others. Most
Clubrooms were as comfortable as the
exhibitors have their fingers crossed on
inside
of an air-conditioned theatre Monthe new seven-million-dollar Auditorium
day for the luncheon, which was attended
and its attractions, which is stout comby 55 barkers and guests, and which was
petition; particularly when they have to
served, excellently, by the club staff from
pay their share of taxes to pay for it, its
the club kitchens.
upkeep, and any deficits in .
operating costs.
Senn Lawler reported for the entertainment committee, composed of himself,
“Scoop!” cried the Lindbergh the other
Mike Roth and Harry McClure; Dick Biep. TO., and it was one. Lucille Miller prechele plugged for the Saturday night afsented her Marionettes in “the romance
fairs, and Arthur Cole did the honors for
and marriage of the DUKE and WALLY.”
the charity committee, which he heads.
The Lindbergh did a nice business on the
To Host Jewish Orphans June 18
show.
On June 18, Jewish orphans of Kansas
City will see a picture and eat ice cream in
A building permit for $9,500 was issued
the clubrooms as guests of Variety. Plans
last weke in Topeka, Kas., to Simon Galnow are to equip a truck to take enteritzki, who is building the town’s first
tainment to Kansas City shut-ins. Frank
neighborhood theatre at 1401 Lane street.
Hensler got a hand for his fine work on
the VC-Kansas City Star bowling tournaEarl Jameson, Film Deliverer, leaves
ment, proceeds from which go to buy milk
June 16 for the Shrine convention in Defor undernourished children in the schools.
troit. Jameson, who will take the family
Occasion was receipt of a letter from the
and will be gone 11 days, is a member of
principal of Franklin school, praising the
the Shrine uniformed patrol.
club for its very much appreciated contribution in this connection.
Copies of Boxoffice can be purchased
Guests included Sidney Simpson, Paraat Screenland Cafe for 10 cents. Also submount manager at Oklahoma City, who
was here to join R. C. LiBeau, Joe Manfre,
scription orders taken. Don’t delay! You
cannot afford to miss even one issue conArthur Cole and Roy Young for the trip
taining the most thorough news coverage
to the Paramount convention on the coast;
— the most practical service features in
M. G. Shackelford, salesman for Monothe industry.
gram; Bob Ringler, Monogram, Omaha;
Roy Cato, manager of the Uptown, and Joe
Kuefel, assistant manager; and J. F.
Whoopee! Gretchen Brown of CommonWoodward, 20th Century-Pox salesman in
wealth isgoing on her vacation August 15
Northern Kansas.
to Aztec, N. M., where she will have to ride
horses. She’s already started lying awake
nights wondering how she’s going to learn.
Seen on Pilmrow this week: John Travis,
Sarcoxie, Crane and Lockwood, Mo.; Mr.
and Mrs. Howard Meeks, Anne, Maysville,
Mo.; Louis and Sam Sosna, Moberly, Mo.,
and Manhattan, Kas.; Curly Wilson, Pox
Beyer, Excelsior Springs, Mo.; N. W. Huston, Galena, Kas., Neosho, Mo., and Columbus, Kas.— -at Columbus he’s mayor and
chief of police; E. C. Armold, Avon, Hillsboro, Kas.; John Tarr jr., Best, Independence, Kas.; J. L. Benney, Pattonsburg, Mo.;
Fred Townsens, Dixie, Linneus, Mo.;
George Lehman, Plaza, St. Joseph, Mo. —
the former Olive.
Robert F. Withers, Clarence A. Schultz,
C. M. Parkhurst, and C. “Bud” Riley, of
Republic -Midwest, left Tuesday p. m. for
Chicago where they attended a regional
sales meeting of Republic. They were expected back the end of the week.
Ralph Ravenscroft, former Universal exploiteer here, is now production manager
(Continued on page 81)
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Says:

HERE'S 10 PROOFS
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of RCA'S
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Liberal Service
4. Simple
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Operation
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Adaptability

7. High Fidelity Reproduction
8. Simple
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Installation
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RCA PHOTOPHONE

MANY SALES FROM
SCOTT - BALLANTYNE
Omaha

— R. S. Ballantyne

lantyne announces
ment sales;
Aisle

ruga

to

Walter

of Scott-Bal-

the following equipCreal,

Beacon,

Omaha;

cooling- system, Farmerville, Farmerviile, la.; lamps
and regulators, John Eding’s Community,
Aurelia,
la.; cooling to March
Bros. Palace, Alton, la.;
500 new seats, Fred Detlefs’ Crystal, Manning, la.;
floor coverings, Leola Schuler’s Humboldt, Humboldt, Neb.; exhaust fans. Glen D. Thompson’s
Nusho, Healdton, Okla. ; carpeting, Lincoln, Lincoln, Neb.; cooling system motor, John Nofsinger’s
Capitol, Madison, Neb.; ne-w lenses, March
Bros.
March, Vei-million, S. D.; conversion units for
lamps. Central States Rialto, Missouri Valley; cool-

AVIS
Telephone HArrison 6953
90G Davidson Bldg — 17th & Main
KANSAS CITY. MO.

ing system, Roy E. Syfert’s Ainsworth, Ainsworth,
Neb.; lenses and rectifiers, Charles L. Nott’s Sutherland, Sutherland, la.

New

Duluth Theatre

Duluth — The

owners

Kent

Investment

Co.,

of the Doric Theatre, large neighborhood house, is building another new
650-seat neighborhood theatre. It will be
modernistic in design, according to C. W.
Kaake, who succeeded the late J. B. Clinton as president of the company.

The Magic

Voice

n
o
D

of the Screen
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Ranks in Line as Allied
Starts Drive for War Fund
Minneapolis — Northwest

Allied

States

Berger Back With Praise
for U. S. Houses

state's leading lawyers and political figures, to enlist sentiment throughout the
state against further competitive theatre

Minneapolis — Back from a threemonth vacation tour of Europe, Bennie Berger, prominent independent

building and in favor of the organization’s
other objectives, legislative and otherwise,
as well as to act as general adviser.

circuit operator, found movie theatres in nearly all toivns visited for
the most part many years behind
those of the United States in beauty,
comfort, appointments, ventilation,
selling and exploitation. Most of the
houses even ivere showing American
newsreels many months old, he said.
The only pictures Berger could find

Fight,

But

Devaney

Not

Give

in Russia
tions.

Minneapolis — It is expected

Immediately

80

were

native-made

produc-

that Allied

after the convention, Presi-

of the lowana

as Northwest Allied States executive secretary, is considering several theatrical offers, but has made no definite decision yet
regarding a new connection. Under the organization’s new setup the Kane post will
not be filled.

Velat Improves
Minneapolis — The

House

Radio,

Eddie

Velat’s

St. Paul neighborhood house, is installing
new seats and sound and improving its
ventilating system. Cinema Supplies and
National Theatre Supply of Minneapolis
have the contracts.

Riley Joins Republic
City — C. “Bud”

Riley, who

has

been with the Alexander Film Co., has gone
with Republic-Midwest, and succeeds M.
G. Shackelford as sales representative, who
recently joined Monogram.

dent W. A. Steffes left the city and he
only returned Tuesday. He said a copy of
the bill would be obtained and studied by
the governors.
On

Graduated

at Red Oak

says he wouldn’t give a snap of his finger
to go on a vacation during the hot weather. He takes his in the fall when the fish
bite better and it is nice and comfortable.
Manager Clif Limbald of the Iowa Theatre at Atlantic plans to take his vacation a
few days at a time during the middle of
the week, thus enabling him to be on hand
when the rush of business requires his
being on the job.

Carl N. Johnson, manager Grand Theatre at Red Oak, hasn’t made any plans for
his vacation, but says he is ready to go
anywhere at any time.

for Thacker

Omaha — A. E. Thacker,

Kane Looking 'Em Over
Minneapolis — S. D. Kane, who resigned

Kansas

governors will decide next week whether
the organization will support a bill now in
the state legislature providing for a theatre chain tax up to $5 a seat, according
to the circuit’s size, or whether it will
defer its decision until the next legislative session two years hence on the matter
of getting behind any theatre chain tax.
The convention here referred the matter
to the governors.
It is understood Northwest Allied had
nothing to do with the introduction of the
bill now before the legislature and none of
its leaders knew of its introduction until
they read about in the newspapers. Because they may obtain concessions from
producers on invasion, percentage pictures,
etc., by laying off theatre chain tax legislation, it is believed the governors will decide to stand on the sidelines for the present at least.

JJERMAN
FIELDS,Clarinda,
manager la.,
of the
inda Theatre,
has Clarbeen
visiting friends and old acquaintances in
Minneapolis the past week. While here he
also attended a business conference.

Another

time and other allegedly “unfair” trade
practices, Devaney, in case he is employed,
would be in the thick of the scraps, of
course.
To Decide on Chain Tax

— H. S. T?T?AT\/nr

Frank Goode

Approached

Devaney has not been approached yet
and it is not known where his services
would be available.
If Northwest Allied should decide to
continue its fight for theatre divorcement
legislation and should get behind theatre
chain tax proposals and legislation to outlaw percentage pictures, preferred playing

--

NOTES

L. A. Kuhl, American Theatre manager.
Corning, la., has installed a new neon
marquee.

leaders are confident they will succeed in
raising the $18,000 war fund voted at the
convention here to permit the possible employment of J. P. Devaney, one of the

While opposition manifested itself at the
convention against the increase in dues for
Twin City and contiguous exhibitors and
while one objector walked out of the meeting, so far as is known nobody has quit
the body and the funds have been coming
in satisfactorily, according to S. D. Kane,
executive secretary.
In order to provide the funds for the
$18,000 budget, including a $3,000 personal
contingent fund for President W. A.
Steffes, it was voted that Twin City and
contiguous exhibitors should pay at the
rate of 10 cents per seat for the special
funds and 20 cents per seat for dues. Outof-town exhibitors were assessed 5 to 10
cents per seat, according to the size of
their towns, but their dues were not raised.

IOWA

who

already

op-

erates the 400-seat Soo at South Sioux
City, Neb., will build a 700-seat, $80,000
house there, according to Western Theatre
Supply, in charge of construction and installing all equipment. The house, as yet
unnamed, will open about August 1.

ANNOUNCEMENT
EXTRAORDINARY
THE ALL NEW

All film travel on rotating surfaces, —
Perfect film travel through scanning
beam

with the New Gyrofilter — Adaptable to Push Pull Recordings — Copper

Oxide Rectified “DC" Exciter Supply —
Hushed Background Reproduction —
Two Way Horn System, with Cellular
Horn for Highs, and Folded Type Horn
Baffle for Lows.

Scale

The bill is patterned after the Louisiana
chain store tax sustained by the U. S.
supreme court and would make the Minnesota Amusement Co. fPublix) liable to tax
of $5 a seat on 1,500 Paramount theatres
throughout the United States. This would
mean a tax of $500,000 a year or more on
Publix.

PERFECT
PERFECT
At the Lowest
Quality Sound
Sold.

REPRODUCTION
DISTRIBUTION
Price a
System

Complete
Has

All

Ever Been

“The proposed tax would put us out of
business and, of course, we will fight it to
the last ditch,” said John J. Friedl, general manager of the Minnesota Amusement

Co.
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JJY CHAPMAN, Columbia branch manager, temporarily a bachelor. His wife’s
visiting her parents in Omaha. Incidentally, “Hy’s” son is quite a newspaperman —
on his high school newspaper. The kid interviewed Cab Calloway this week.
Bill Watviough of Grand National handled the publicity for the Twin City Variety club — Film Men’s golf tournament
this week. This event was put over in fine
style.
The unprecedented June cold weather
helped show business tremendously in the
Twin Cities over the weekend. Temperatures are ranging from 45 to 55. The
houses have been having to use their furnaces instead of cooling plants.
A bunch of the boys turned out for a
good fellow, S. D. Kane, Northwest Allied
States executive secretary, one of the
guests of honor at a stag at the Hotel
Nicollet, prior to his marriage this week.
Roy Smith, M-G-M
driving a new car.

assistant booker, is

Clyde Cutter, M-G-M assistant booker,
is vacationing on his farm just outside the
city. He has gone gentleman farmer in a
big way and is raising potatoes, radishes
and other produce.

Filmrow visitors included Backer Bros.,
Hankinson, N. D., and Browns Valley,
Minn.; Mike De Fea, Milbank, S. D.; Andy
Anderson, Detroit Lakes, Minn.; John
Larkin, Madelia, Minn., and Jack Wright,
Red Wing, Minn.
Frank Eisenberg, United Artists salesman, is in the hospital recovering from a
minor operation.
Donald Guttman, Grand
man, is honeymooning.

National sales-

Film Transports Affiliate
With Union to Avert Tienp
Omaha — Threatened

KANSAS
(Continued

of the Hopalong Cassidy series for Paramount. Until recently he was publicity
director for Harry Sherman productions.
H. R. Carlson of Warner Bros, checking
department, who has been home ill the past
three weeks, was expected back to work
this week.
Charlie Palermo, hard-working 20th-Fox
cashier, is vacationing with his family in
the Ozarks . . . Ethel Morrow of the
M-G-M exchange weekended in St. Louis.
Henry Kohn, National Screen Service
home office representative, who has been
stationed here for the past several weeks,
has gone to St. Louis for the openmg of
the new building there.
Harriet O’Grady is the new switchboard
operator of the Columbia exchange.

W. A. Steffes and Bennie Berger, of
course, already have their ringside seats
for the Braddock-Louis fight in Chicago
this mo7ith. This pair never misses an important heavyweight bout.
Bobbie Branton of National Screen is
devoting his vacation time to house painting.

Congratulations are in order for George
Fosdick of Republic. He is top salesman
nationally for his company.
Mildred King of National Screen is visiting her parents, Mr. and Mrs. H. H. Sajidon. Blue Earth, Minn., exhibitors .
Although not a member of the organization (he’s one of the main guys of North
Dakota exhibitors’ association), John Filler, veteran Valley City, N. D., theatre
(Continued on next page)
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ployes. Film Transport Seeks Union
A strike of approximately 2,500 truck
transport drivers engaged in hauling other
merchandise was called last Friday night.
Flying squads of pickets started stopping
trucks whose drivers weren’t carrying union
cards.
When the strike was called, M. G. Rogers, owner of the Film Transport Co. of
Omaha, got in touch with organizers for
the exchange union and persuaded them to
permit the film drivers to enroll in their
union.
Drivers for Rapid Film Delivery System
of Grand Island, Neb.; the H. & W. Co. of
Pierce, Neb., and the Mills Film Transport
of Lincoln also joined. A driver for the
Pierce Company was held up in Omaha
until he obtained a union card and a release.
A truck for the Iowa Film Delivery of
Des Moines was held up in Omaha also
until the driver joined. Drivers for the
Film Transportation Co. of Des Moines
who came here already were signed.

wwvwwwv

TRADE

DIDECTCDy
QUIDE FOR THE
KANSAS CITY

A HANDY
EQUIPMENT

AND

Ernest Amoneno,
1117 Cherry
Great

St.

Western

817 Holmes

Co.
Victor 8796

Stage Equipment

C. H. Badger,

Equipment

E. Rolsky, Pres.

Co.

St.
T. L. Greening,
Phone: Victor 9078
Theatre

ASSOCIATIONS

Independent Theatre Owners Association
3501 Gladstone — BEnton 5456

Mgr.

Phone:

309 West

Douglas

Equipment

Ave,

128 W.

18th St. —

John Staple, Pres.

AIR

4825

SCREEN

Co., Inc.
Phone

PUBLICITY

2-2153

Film Company

Motion Picture Advertising
E. L. Harris, Dist. Mgr., Mo., Kan., Neb., Iowa.
239 East 72nd Terrace

Phone:

Hlland

2694

CONDITIONING

Peterson

Freezem

Mfg. Co.

Washed Air Units, all sizes, blowers, home
units, spray nozzles, multiblade rotors
G. A. Peterson
109 W,

Harrison

R. R. Biechele, Sec.-Treas.

0134

Wichita, Kas.

C. D. Peck, Mgr.

Sec'y

Co.

1804 Wyandotte St.
Mgr.
Phone: GRand
Theatre

Ed Hartman,

K. M. T. A.
Mgr.

Alexander
Southwest
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EXHIBITOR

EXHIBITOR

SUPPLIES

A. A. Electric Machinery

Stebbins

Pat Luce of 20th-Fox is shivering in
northern Minnesota aiid wishing that her
vacation had come later in the summer.

branch

the subjeet of Martin Stone’s prize-wmning cayidid camera photo at the Club
Continental last week.

Fred Ableson, GB branch manager, visited exhibitors in northern Wisconsin.
Ray Wylie, veteran United Artists’ salesman, and the wife are visiting the latter’s
parents in New York. It’s Ray’s vacation.

CITY

from page 79)

Ray Halper?i, GB

tieup of film deliv-

eries in the territory served by the Omaha
exchanges has been averted since drivers
for the various transport companies have
joined the American Federation of Labor
union being formed among exchange em-

VI. 3535

18th St. — Kansas

H. F. Rodick
City, Mo.

SOUND

SERVICE

K. C. SOUND
Syncrofilm
W. L.

SERVICE

Sound Equipment and Service
130 W. 18th St.
W. P.

Norris

HA

4783

Humston
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OMAHA
(Continued

from page 78)

ing a new liquor store, and only one block
from Filmrow, too.
Report here is that the wife of Geyieral
Manager Ralph Branton of Tri-States is
recuperating in a Des Moines hospital after
an operation.
Beatrice’s latest vote on Sunday movies
comes July 13, and report here has it that
the club women and ministerial group,
which had whipped the proposal more
times than film men like to contemplate,
are really bearing down in face of strong
support being given repeal of the blue law
by patriotic and civic groups.
The strike also has tied up a shipment
of paper purchased by Walt Green of
Fepco. He had planned to store it in a
warehouse he had rented for the purpose.
Now he’s paying rent on the warehouse;
storage charges on the paper.
Hank Tammen, who has two houses in
Yankton, S. D., has purchased a portable
16 millimeter projector from Scott-Ballantyne and plans to show films to clubs.
Manager N. R. Lynn of the World at
Keariiey has dressed his office up with new
carpeting.
Mrs. Augie Herman, wife of the Muse’s
co-owner, has returned home from a local
hospital but will remain bedfast about two
months longer recuperating from a heart
ailment.
Booker George McCool
is vacationing.

of United Artists

The Omaha Drama league, which has so
much trouble with Mayor Dan Butler over
threatened censorship of “Idiot’s Delight,’’
ended the season in the red after presenting five road show plays and recitals.
“Idiot’s Delight,’’ receipts from which was
to have pulled the league out, will net less
than $200 after all demanded refunds on
tickets not used because of the censorship
squabble are paid.
Will Singer, Brandeis manager, who
likes to fish almost as well as he likes the
horses, has received a bamboo fishing rod
from Japan. Folded, it looks like a cane,
but is a tough, flexible rod good for heavy
duty.
Exploiteer Ted Emerson of Tri-States is
mapping a fishing trip to northern Minnesota to get as far away from a telephone
as he can.

Lincoln Duals Increase
for Summer
Lincoln — Dual

features

are in full

flower here as the town embarks on
another summer. Orpheum has
dropped vaudeville, so it is now doing
dual splits. The Lincoln has started
duals on a full week basis. Stuart is
the lone first runner to stand by a
single and the Capitol is the sole
second runner to think one is sufficient.
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Omaha Filmrow Now
100% Unionized
Omaha — Carl

Krumrei,

business

agent for the lATSE and active in
organizing the affiliated union of
exchange employes, announces that
local branches now are 100 per cent
unionized in the back rooms. Included are shipper of supply houses.
Approximately 100 members are in
the organization which is marking
time awaiting arrival of a charter
before choosing officers and considering demands.

QRAND NATIONAL will hold a trade
showing of “The Girl Said No’’ at the
Roosevelt Theatre on Tuesday, June 15, at
9:45 a. m. to which all Iowa exhibitors are
being invited.
Mrs. G. Ralph Branton is recovering
from an appendectomy at Mercy hospital.

(Continued

owner, attended the
States sessions here.

Bob Gottlieb, son of Mr. and Mrs. Harry
Gottlieb, was graduated from Carleton
college, Northfield. Minn, last week. His
father is with Fox arid his mother is Dorothy Day, publicity director for Tri-States.
Mary Allen, wife of Don Allen, manager
of the Des Moines, is assisting on the TriStates switchboard during the vacation
season.
Maurice Crew, manager of the Uptown,
is cruising with Mrs. Crew on a vacation
tour.
Francis Stanfield, former chief of service at the Des Moines, has been named
assistant manager of the Paramount at
Waterloo. He is replaced at the Des Moines
by Bud Siberz, formerly of the Roosevelt.
Redecorating of the second floor of the
Warner exchange is nearly finished. Three
of the boys went into Chicago Friday night
for a convention. They were Paul Walsh,
Dale Yaryan and Joe Ancher.
Forrest E. Judd of the local Monogram
office, has received a traveling bag — the
gift of Eddie Golden, general sales manager, conveying his best wishes for the
continued success of the Des Moines Monogram office in the sales drive now under
way, in which the Des Moines exchange is
still in first place.

R. M. Copeland, manager of the Paramount exchange, will remain in California
until June 16. Ehner Tilton of Republic
Mid-West, is also conventioning in Chicago until Saturday.

Northwest

Allied

Eva Phillips, secretary to Ben Blotcky
at Paramount, is spending her vacation at
Minnesota lake resorts.
RKO complains that the demand for
“Shall We Dance” and the new Dionne
quintuplet film is so large that it can’t
ness.enough prints to take care of the busiget
Clarence Sakol, Paramount advertising
assistant, is vacationing in Winnipeg.
Publix-Singer still is having difficulty in
obtaining stage shows, but wants all the
big ones that it can get for the Orpheum
and Minnesota theatres in Minneapolis in
particular, John J. Friedl, Minnesota
Amusement Co., general manager, states.

ASCAP PREPARES FOR
RESTRICTION IN FLA.
New

Evert R. Cummings and Joe Kinsky, TriStates district managers, are in town for
a conference. Kinsky just returned from
a vacation trip to Minnesota. Mr. and
Mrs. S. A. Vogl are also fishing in Minneneay. sota. Vogl is assistant to L. M. McKech-

from preceding page)

York — The

American

Society

of

Composers, Authors and Publishers (Ascap) this week was expecting Governor
Cone of Florida to sign the bill that would
restrict Ascap’s operations in the state, the
fourth such state to enact such a measure.
Ascap has asked for a hearing but in the
event this is not granted the society will
to test the law’s
suit in a federalit court
file
constitutionality,
was said by E. C.
Mills, chairman
committee.

of Ascap’s administrative

Tent Rep Shows
Lincoln — Chick

Boyes

Players, tent rep-

ertoire company, will form a new source
of summer competition here for the theatres. Boyes opens on the West Lincoln
lot, where he has been two previous seasons, for the whole summer, starting June
21. Show makes one change weekly, has
makeshift vaudeville between acts, and all
the usual rep tricks. Price probably will
be ten cents to get in and ten cents to
sit down in the reserves.

READY!
"Cooling System"
consisting of Large Blower, Tank,
Baffles, Pump, spray units, motors. A bargain for quick sale.

A pair of completely Rebuilt
Simplex Projectors, as new.

Southwest
Theatre Equipment Co.
Wichita.

Kansas
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COVERING

TEXAS,

OKLAHOMA,

ARKANSAS.

TENNESSEE,

LOUISIANA,

ALABAMA,

MISSISSIPPI, GEORGIA,

FLORIDA,

NORTH

AND

SOUTH

CAROLINA

TEXAS RULING BANS BANK NIGHT
Paramount Meet
in Dallas June 15
Dallas — J. B. Dugger,

district sales man-

ager of Paramount Pictures, with headquarters in Dallas, has announced a sales
convention to be held at the Baker Hotel
June 15-16. There will be some 50 delegates at this meeting, composed of branch
managers, salesmen, bookers and advertising managers from all the south, as well
as advertising supervisor from Los Angeles,
This meeting, which will be conducted
by J. J. Unger, division sales manager.
New York, will immediately follow the general Paramount convention of district and
branch managers which is being held at
the Paramount Studios, Hollywood, June
10-13.
The purpose of the convention is to announce the 1937-38 product, together with
new sales policies, followed by screenings
of some of the company’s new pictures.
Delegates in attendance will be:
Atlanta — O. A. Morgan,
C. E. House,
Johnson, K. E. Miller, J. D. Campbell,
Lowe, Karl Chalman.

E.
L.

Charlotte — J. P. Kirby,
Baum, E. M. Adams, W.

Drexel

B. A. Slaughter,
G. Bradley.

Liallas — F. A. Tomes. Bernard
Gleaves, George Blackburn, C. H.
Simmons, C. L. Dees, Earl Silke.
Jacksonville — E. B. Price,
Wheatley, M. L. Stevens.

O.

Brager,
Weaver,
O.

Memphis — W.
F. Bugle, Tom
Baker, Grover Wray, Scott Lett.

Oklahoma
City — S. R. Simpson,
J. H, Mathewson, Howard
Nicholson,
J. J. Curry.

San
Bill

Harry
H. G.

Ray,

J.

Watson,

New
Orleans — H. F. Wilkes, M. J.
J. S Young, E E. Shinn, J. C. Goodson.

G.
C.

H.

Tate

Artigues,

Sam
Brunk,
Fred Lamed,

Antonio — L. W.
McClintock, Tom
Slater O’Hare, George Gaughan.

Bridge,

Rau,

J. J. Unger, division sales manager. New
York.
Jay Haas, ad sales supervisor from Los Angeles.
.11. J. Lorber, assistant to Unger, New York.

8 EXCHANGES SEND
THIRTEEN DELEGATES
Los Angeles — In attendance at Paramount’s annual sales parley held here for
four days starting June 10 were 13 delegates from the eight exchange centers of
Dallas, San Antonio, Oklahoma City, Memphis, Atlanta, Charlotte, Jacksonville and
New Orleans.
Those present were J. B. Dugger and
F. A. Tomes, district and branch managers, respectively, and C. H. Weaver, salesman, from Dallas; L. W. McClintock, San
Antonio branch manager; S. R. Simpson,
branch manager, Oklahoma City; W. F.
Bugie, branch manager, Memphis; O. A.
Morgan and C. E. House, district and
branch managers, respectively, from Atlanta; J. F. Kirby and E. M. Adams, branch
manager and salesman from Charlotte;
E. B. Price, Jacksonville branch manager;
H. F. Wilkes and J. S. Young, branch and
ad sales manager, New Orleans.

BUSINESSMEN'S CLUB
DECRYS THEATRE TAX
Newport,

Ark. — The

Big

Springs,

JOURNEY

Tex. — Yuill Robb,

partner

in the R. & R. circuit, returned recently
from a 3,000-mile trip when he made the
rounds of all R. & R. houses in the Southwest.

of the city

aClub
protest
here. from the Young Business Men’s
In asking the council to reconsider its
action they pointed that the theatre already pays one of the largest occupation
taxes in the city. They further suggested
that if additional revenue was needed that
additional occupation tax be levied on all
business firms.
Guy B. Snow is manager of the Strand.

Miami Talent Tests
Miami — Talent

ROBB BACK FROM

action

council in levying a $250.00 privilege tax
on the Malco Strand for showing Sunday
motion pictures but none on other businesses operating on Sundays has brought

discovery

tests are being

held on the stages of several of the local
Paramount houses prior to the filming of
a feature to be entitled “Miami, 1937.”
Sound equipment is being set up on the
theatre stages with audiences sharing in
the judging of individuals to be given
roles in the local feature.

SOUTHERN EDITION Is One of the Seven Sectional Editions in Which BOXOFFICE Is Published Weekly. The
other Six Editions Are: NEW ENGLAND, MIDEAST, CENTRAL, MIDWEST. WESTERN. EASTERN.

Court of Criminal Appeals
Terms Giveaway
a Lottery
Dallas — The

court

of criminal

appeals,

the state’s highest tribunal in criminal
cases, ruled in Austin on Wednesday that
Bank Night was a lottery and therefore
was illegal.
Reform

Wave

Current

The court in this criminal case based, in
part, its opinion on one handed down by
the Texas supreme court in a civil injunctin case arising in Wink, Tex., wherein the
supreme court said the plan has lottery
tendencies and therefore was not entitled
to court protection.
The appellate decision grew out of an old
case in Bonham, said to be over two years
old, in which Major H. S. Cole was fined
for operating a lottery in the American
Theatre.
Bills eliminating horse-race betting, marble machines, etc., in a current wave to
eliminate gambling in Texas, were believed
responsible for the adverse theatre giveaway decision at this time. However, a bill,
or an amendment to outlaw theatre giveaways has been pending for the past few
days.
TOPA Fought Bill
Judge Roy Walker, head of the Theatre
Owners Protective Ass’n, sent many telegrams urging theatre men to contact their
representatives toward defeat of an antiBank Night law. The Allied office was also
active, it was said, in offering exhibitors
a reimbursement in telegrams and phone
calls, but in many cases exhibitors took this
burden upon themselves, refusing to allow
the association to foot the bill.

INTERSTATE

CIRCUIT

BUYS SCOTT'S
HOUSE
P. Scott, one of the

Dallas — Paul

staunchest independent exhibitors of Texas,
withdrew from the picture this week by
the sale of his Varsity Theatre in Dallas
to the Interstate circuit.
He sold out at his price, it was said, and
will go back into the oil business in which
he already holds substantial interests.

V. W. CRISP, Southwestern Editor, 210 S. Harwood St., Dallas, Tex.
NELL BENEDIC, Southeastern Editor, 148*/^ Walton St., N. W., Atlanta,
Ga. J. W. LEIGH, 1509 Boden^er Blvd., New Orleans. LES KETNER,
south Texa^ Editor. 531 N. St.. San Aatonlo, Tex.

Report Fox West Coast
Robb &Rowleij Chain Bup
Dallas — In the Filmrow

cafe Wednesday

started the report that the Fox West Coast
circuit had purchased the Robb & Rowley
interests in Texas and in a few other spots
where they operate.
Robb & Rowley, it is known, has been
in negotiations with the Interstate circuit
for the trade of the Texas, Rosewin and
Midway which would give Interstate complete control of all key cities in Texas
including the neighborhood runs.
Deal

Frequently

Talked

This deal was reported off and on again
a number of times. Repeated trips to California of H. B. Robb & E. H. Rowley led
the trade to believe some time ago that a
deal of this sort was in the air, especially
so because of the fact that the R. & R.
circuit owned several neighborhood houses
in Pasadena.
During this week, however, reports leaked
out to the above effect which would mean
that Interstate would not get the R. & R.
houses in Dallas. If the reports are true it
would also mean that Interstate would
not get the Mirror downtown.
Confirmation was not in the cards

Wednesday. C. V. Jones, R. & R. official,
had nothing to say and denied knowledge
of a situation such as the report suggested.

TERRITORY
ALABAMA
Gordo — Remodeling

Deal

ScoTTSBORO — The

Tex. — J. A. Sanders,

former

manager of the Palace and former manager of theatres at Olney for the R. E.
Griffith circuit, has been promoted to city
manager at Gallup, N. M. B. J. Edwards,
it
was said, was shifted from Gallup to
Olney.

on

has

just

air-

Ritz

Theatre

ARKANSAS
Clarendon — Manager

J. W.

Crabtree

of

equipment

is

here is installing a cooling

being installed in the Gem
Paragould — John

Theatre here.

A. Collins, manager

of

the Capitol Theatre here, is air conditioning the house.
Paris — A

remodeling

program

which

calls for new seats, flooring and acoustical
treatment is now underway at the Strand
Theatre here.
FLORIDA
La Belle — A new sound system has been
installed in the local theatre by the owner,
Mrs. Mary Hayes.
Milton — The

Two Griffith Shifts

begun

completed the installation of a new
conditioning system.

Osceola — Air conditioning

Theatres involved are the Park, Washington, Strand and Pasadena, all in Pasadena.

Saba,

has

system.

On

Los Angeles — Negotiations are now under way between United Artists Theatres
executives and the Crown City Amusement
Co., represented by Harold Robb and Ed
Rowley, on a deal involving a take-over
of four of the Robb-Rowley houses by the
UA circuit.

San

work

a building here by R. W. Hook, for the
erection of a modern moving picture theatre.

the Paramount
Pasadena

TOPICS

Rex

Theatre

has

been

closed for several weeks for the installation
of new RCA sound equipment and new projection machines.
Pensacola — The

city council

called a re-

cent meeting to consider a proposed ordinance to revise the building codes to permit other than fireproof buildings to be
constructed for use as theatres. The ordi( Continued on page 87)

WASHED AIR COOLIND AT ITS BEST
CAN BE
ATTAINED
ONLY WITH
THE BEST
MENT
EQUIPThis Equipment
Must Be Properly
Installed and
Regulated by
Experienced Men.
Our many years in this business with hundreds of successful jobs working satisfactorily year after year
qualifies us to handle your cooling problems.
QUICK DELIVERIES ARE BEING MADE

ERBER
210 SOUTH

84

HARWOOD

ALMOST

DAILY

BROTHERS

(THE PHOTO-TALKER
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TACK ADAMS, president of the A. & M.
Film exchange here, and the Adams Film
exchanges of Dallas, was in town over the
weekend for a sales meeting with the local
men, Thos. D. Kelley and H. K. Buchanan.

Exhibs in town this week included Frank
Miller, Marlow; Homer Jones, Alva; Arthur Letherman, Norman; Frank Deal,
Wynnewood; John Thomas, formerly owner
of the Thomas and Temple theatres.
Kingfisher, Okla.

DILLON BROADWAY
TO OPEN ON JULYl
Dillon,

S. C. — The

Broadway

Theatre,

Dillon’s newest motion picture house, has
announced a July 1 opening. Work of interior remodeling and installation of seats
is now underway and should be completed
within the next few weeks.
This will give
tres, as the Dillon
by the Anderson
erected at a cost

Dillon two modern theaTheatre, built and owned
Theatre Co., was recently
of $60,000.

Heads Memphis Union
Memphis — U. E. Crick, of RKO,

G. E. “Buddy” Benjamin, local salesman for the Grand National Co. here, is
knocking

’em cold with the new product.

Carr Scott, skipper of the local Monogram office, reports exhibs falling over
each other to get his product.
Jack Curry, salesman for the local Paramount branch, is out again covering his
territory, after a trip of a couple of weeks
to the hospital.

It was reported last week that the Griffith Amusement Co. had taken over the
theatres of L. E. Brewer in Pauls Valley,
Okla. The deal has not been completed.
Bill Howell, skipper of the Howell Theatre Supply, just returned from a trip into
the western part of the state and reports
that wheat and other crops are looking
fine.

is the

new president of the Film Exchange Employes’ Local, sponsored by the Motion
Picture Operators as an American Federation of Labor affiliation. Other officers
elected this week at the Labor Temple are
W. R. Scruggs of RKO, vice-president:
Frank Davis of Universal, business representative: Frank Norman of Vitagraph,
secretary-treasurer: Miss Myrtle Belle
Stricklin of Gaumont-British, corresponding secretary, and Ed Inderbitzen of Columbia, sergeant-at-arms.
Unionization
New

Gains

Orleans — Organizers

Blankenship Circuit
Expanding Swiftlg
Levelland,

Tex. — Wallace

house, the Rose, and ventured into Morton with another Wallace Theatre, is now
forming one of the largest small town independent circuits in west Texas. Blankenship opened a new theatre at Ropesville
and at Andrews recently where the capacity has not been able to handle the
crowds. He has let contracts for new theatres in Seagraves and Whiteface. Blankenship has five houses in operation and plans
three more before first of the year, depending on development shown by that part of
the state.

SUNDAY SHOWS NEAR
CHARLOTTE PLANNED
Charlotte — C. G. Lawing

of

the

new

film exchange union have reported 50 per
cent of all exchanges signed.
Bookers, inspectors, poster men and all
other “back-room” employes of the local
film exchanges have organized under the
banner of the American Federation of Labor, asking higher wages, shorter hours.

Blankenship,

who started 11 years ago with the Wallace
Theatre and who last year opened a second

has announced

that he will open Sunday night shows at
the Airdrome about one mile from here.
Lawing was associated here several years
ago with R. D. Craver in operation of the
old Broadway Theatre. Since then he has
spent ten years in the theatre business at
Memphis and operated the Royal, a Negro
house, here for a time.

CHARLOTTE

ATLANTA

IS NO “JUST AS GOOD”
THERE
No Other Screen "Like a Walker" except Another Walker Screen, There

12!

Are Cheaper Screens, But No Better Screens

THE WALKER
SILVERSHEET
MOST

THE WALKER
WHITE SCREEN

EFnCIENT OF METALLIC SCREENS
THE BRIGHTEST SURFACE

MOST

EFFICIENT OF WHITE SCREENS
THE WHITEST WHITE

Your Screen is IMPORTANT. Eyes Are Always Upon It . . . NO THEATRE CAN AFFORD TO NEGLECT. . . THE SCREEN. Walker Screens
are identified by a Blue Back — Multi - Staggered Perforation — Longer
Efficient Life — Superior Contrast, Sharpness and Brilliance in Projection.
SAYS I
TO MYSELF
SAYS I
GENUINE PARTS
ARE THE PARTS TO BUY
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JACK PICKENS THEATRES, INC., has
opened a downtown office at 602 Milam
Bldg, with Jack A. Pickens in charge. Miss
Virgil Lee Durst is secretary to Pickens.
This new theatre circuit recently acquired
the Low and Rialto theatres at Refugio
from the Hall circuit. Earl Wilburn, formerly of Baytown, is house manager of
these two theatres.

HERBERT OCHS was paying farewell calls on the Row this week, preparatory to her leaving for New York, with

the “Five Little Acorns,” to join Mr. Ochs
in establishing their new home. Their
many friends in this territory regret their
leaving but wish them the best of luck in
their new territory where “Herb” is assistant to Grad Sears, general sales manager
for Warner Bros, in the New York office.

This columnist has been informed that
William Epstein is plamiing to erect two
new theatres sometime during the year.
Bill is now a resideiit of Laredo.

E. J. Thomas, manager of the Pine Mountain Valley Theatre at Hamilton, Ga., was
on the Row hooking this week. He recently was appointed to succeed E. Campbell,
former manager,

Little Miss Madeline O’Donnell, whose
daddy is Interstate city manager here, took
part in the Kidnight Follies held in the
Municipal Auditorium June 2. She is a
student of the Bonner Dancing School.

C. W. Maxey, Summerville, Ga., exhibitor
on the Row, this week was busy checking
new equipment prices.
Harry Katz, manager of the Temple
Theatre, was host to the graduating class
of Hoke Smith School this week at a special morning matinee, which included refreshments ofice cream and cake.
E. F. Ingram and C. I. Hood jr. of Hood
& Ingram Enterprises, Ashland and Lineville, Ala., paid their usual weekly visit to
the Row Wednesday and were exhibiting
a fine quail that smashed the windshield
of their car en route to Atlanta.
Walt Woodward, congenial division sales
manager for Electrical Research Products,
I TIC., spent several days in AtlaTita last
week, with his District Sales Manager H. B.
Moog. Before returning to New York
Woodward plans a similar visit with H. C.
Buckwalter, his New Orleans sales manager.

Jack Emenheiser, well-known film man
in the southeasterTi territory, who has
been named by John W. Mangham of
Monogram-Southern Film Exchange as
manager of the Charlotte branch.

M. S. Katz Buys Lot
Atlanta — M.

organize a “Popeye” club. Ray Calhoun,
formerly director of the Birmingham club,
conducted the meeting, assisted by Harry
Katz, city manager of the Katz Amusements. Officers of the club were elected
from the boys and girls present. A Popeye
comedy and a feature picture were shown,
followed by an amateur show staged by the
members, and refreshments.
It’s vacation time at NSSCo for: R. H.
Conway who is enjoying Miami Beach,
Harry Simpson, salesman; Miss Frances
Briscoe, secretary to Chas. Lester, and
Merriam Conard, inspectress.
Kantor of the Bach
on page 88)

VISUGRAPHIC
TRAILERS of
COMING ATTRACTIONS
$1:2$ EACH

Plus Postage

No Order Filled For Less Than
Three (3) Trailers

VIsugraphic
P. O. Box

86

385

Film Corp.
ATLANTA,

S.

Katz,

president

Benny

of

Katz

Amusement Co., operators of the Paragon
Film Exchange on Walton St. and the
Temple and Fairview theatres, has just
closed a deal for the purchase of a lot on
Fair St., adjoining the Fairview Theatre, to
be used as a parking lot and recreational
center.

Enthusiasm ran riot Saturday at the
Temple Theatre at the meeting held to

General Manager
(Continued

Four burglars recently broke into the
ParamouTit exchange via a side window,
opened the office safe and escaped. They
were captured in Houston by police and
returned to jail in San Antonio. Acting
Office Manager Tom Bridge says the loss
was only $20, which was covered by insurance.
Martin is now

agenting the Sack

roadshow, “Enlighten Thy Daughter,”
which is playing through Texas and Arkansas with Walter Burl Lovelace as manager.
During the recent deluge. Assistant Manager and Treasurer Maurice Gleaves of the
(Continued on next page)
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nance was introduced by the public safety
committee, and is understood to have been
designed to facilitate the construction of a
new theatre proposed for North Palafox
street.
Sarasota — The

Ritz Theatre

is undergo-

ing remodeling without interfering with its
regular program.
GEORGIA
Buena

has been
Theatre.

Vista —

Griffin

New

air-cooling

installed in the Buena

—

H.

T.

Stafford,

system

Vista

manager

of

the Imperial Theatre, has announced that
several thousand dollars will be spent in
remodeling, redecorating and in installing
the latest type sound, projection and airconditioning system. In addition, a new
marquee will be erected, new carpets laid,
and the walis lined with celotex, to improve
the acoustics.
Jefferson — S. C. Ware

that he is
Rooseveit
Jefferson
the larger

has

announced

remodeling and modernizing the
and hopes to give the people of
as fine a theatre as is found in
cities.

Jonesboro— -The

Jonesboro

Theatre,

op-

erated by N. Emile Savini, has been made
practically fireproof, and has been passed
upon by the fire underwriters. Savini
opened the theatre here several months
ago and has been continuaily adding new
and modern features.
(Continued on next page)
BOXOFFICE
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Fourth Floor

SETOA Golf Tournei]
at Hillcrest Club
Atlanta — Hillcrest

Country

Club,

Bir-

mingham, has been chosen for the golf
tournament, to be held as part of the
SETOA convention program, June 27-28,
according to Riley Davis, golf tournament
chairman.
A two-day session will be held Monday
and Tuesday, and arrangements have also
been made for Sunday practice, if desired, at a very nominal fee.
Registration fee has been set at $2.50,
and Riley urges all desiring to play in the
tournament to register with him as soon
as possible.
Several gold and silver cups have already
been contributed by the following: Nelad
Sign Co., Birmingham; Waters Theatres,
Birmingham; R. E. Martin, Columbus, Ga.;
O. C. Lam, Rome, Ga.; A. C. Bromberg,
Atlanta; Poster Exchange, Atlanta; Theatrical Printing Co., Atlanta; a surprise
cup from a friendly donor, and an RCA
radio by Jack Dumestri.
Address your registration to Riley Davis,
Theatrical Printing Co., 183 Walton St.,
Atlanta, Ga.

SANTONE
(Continued

Majestic Theatre was waterhound at his
home in Highland Park and was unable
to get to his work until five in the afternoon.
Paramount Branch Manager L. W.
(Mack) McClintock is attending the Paramount convention in Los Angeles. He will
return to his desk about June 17.
Tom

Donahue,

Aransas

FOR

Pass,

HALL

Tex.

—

INDUSTRIES
Work

on

a

new

$30,000 theatre for Hall Industries circuit
is expected to be under way soon.

clerk, and

William Rau,

ad sales manager, both of the local Paramount exchange, spent part of their vacation fishing at Galveston.
The local film market had several
prominent out-of-town visitors during the
past week. They were Dale Wilson, skipper
of the El-Tex Theatre, Elgin, Tex.; Mr.
and Mrs. Y. Pichtenbaum of the Texas
Poster exchange, Dallas, spent a few. days
in the Alamo City en route home from a
vacation trip to Monterey, Mex., and Milton DuBose, who has the Majestic and
Trejo theatres at Cotulla, was show shopping at Sackamuse.
LEASES
McCrory,

ANOTHER

from preceding page)

McCRORY

Aak. — The

THEATRE
McCrory

Theatre,

owned by G. W. Barber, has been leased to
W. C. Hollowell and H. P. Hollowell, of
Pocahontas. The house has been closed
for three weeks but is now open under the
new management.

12, 1937.
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^HE injunction suit by United chain
against Columbia to prohibit that exchange from leasing “Theodora Goes Wild,”
to any house except those affiliated was
scheduled for June 11 . . . The old Dauphine Theatre has been renovated and
leased to an eastern producer who opens
in September with stock burlesque and
films at popular prices.
The Metry Theatre in Metarie Ridge,
operated by Alex Dumestre, has passed into
the control of the United chain. Dumestre
has been reinstated as manager . . . Mayor
Robert Maestri has announced that the
Harcol Film Co. was taking motion pictures of complete and underway city improvements projects which are part of his
program, and that within two or three
weeks these films will be shown on the
screens of the local theatres.

A. E. Adams, general manager of the
Martin chain of theatres in Alabama and
Mississippi, accompanied by the chief
booker, Herman Roads, was in the city last
week purchasing product for his chain . . .
Lewis & Ogden are erecting a modern motion picture theatre in the University section of Baton Rouge at an estimated cost
of $30,000 to open some time in September.
The United Theatres, Inc., staged a parade up Canal St. and back June 5. The
procession was led by a white uniformed
band folloived by a blue float with a multicolored umbrella and palms. Sound trucks
playing popular tunes completed the parade.
C. & C. Enterprises has taken over the
Princess Theatre at Winsboro, La., from
George Elan. Bill Page of another circuit
is reliably reported ready to enter there
also, building a 500-seat house at the approximate cost of $35,000.

Joy N. Houck says that adults are never
admitted to the Joy-Strand for less than
10 cents, despite published reports of a
five-cent adult price for certain seats.
Prices are five cents for children. Houck
charging one cent only on June 5 to get a
Popeye Club started.

HAL GRADY'S DEATH
MOURNED BY TRADE
Lubbock,

Tex. — Practically

all officials

of Griffith Amusement Co. and many of
its managers attended the funeral services
of Hal B. Grady, 28 years old and manager
for four years of the Griffith Amusement
Company’s Lindsay, Palace and Texan
theatres in Lubbock. Death followed
pneumonia and its complications. He was
considered the most prominent young
business man in Lubbock. Burial services
were held in Hugo, Okla.
Grady became an executive with the
Griffith circuit in 1925 at Hugo. He was
educated at the Oklahoma A & M College,
and after graduation served the circuit in
Wellington, Pampa, Midland, Ada from
where he was transferred to Lubbock.
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MANGHAM HANDLING
JAM HANDY SERIES
Atlanta — John

W.

Mangham,

president

of Monogram Southern Film Exchanges,
has completed negotiations for a deal for
the distribution of 26 one-reel subjects,
produced by the Jam Handy Picture Service of Detroit.
These one reelers will consist of news
flashes, each alternate release, the other
releases to consist of a variety of one
reelers such as animated color cartoons,
and other novelty reels, of the type of “We
Drivers,”
recently distributed in this territory.
Mangham states that with this definite
and constant supply of popular one reelers,
the exhibitor will have a definite assurance
of a steady flow of this product, enabling
them to build up their programs sufficiently in advance.

(Continued

from preceding page)

Sylvester — Work

on

Toccoa — New

RCA

sound

has

been

in-

stalled in the Star Theatre, by the A.-Dun
Amusement Co., owners.
LOUISIANA
Monroe — A new air-conditioning

system

has been installed in the Paramount Theatre, according to Manager Joe Gordon.
MISSISSIPPI
Lexington — The Strand

Theatre,

Lex-

ington’s new picture show, opened this
month, with entirely new equipment, and
seating facilities of 450. Jack Patterson
of Parkin, Ark. is the local manager.
New

Albany — Preliminary

work

has be-

gun on the remodeling of the old postoffice

site, for the location of New
ond picture show.

Mount

Theatres is back at his desk after several
weeks’ absence due to an operation, fit as
a fiddle, and several pounds lighter.
Sid Reams and Riley Davis of Theatrical
Printing Co. made a trip to Birmingham
the past weekend. They were joined by
Bill Griffin of Cullman and Col. Orr of
Albertville to work out plans for the convention golf tournament, to be held in Birmingham June 27-28.

Albany’s secsystem

Airy — Construction

C. E. Sumner jr. of NTSCo has just returned from a vacation trip to New York,
Philadelphia and Washington.

begun

Murphy — The

Strand

Theatre

has been

completely renovated and modernized, with
the stage enlarged to accommodate stage
shows, according to R. W. Sherrill, owner
of the show house.
SOUTH CAROLINA
Greenville — The Ritz Theatre

here

is

being repaired and remodeled.
TENNESSEE
has

begun

on

the

construction of the new State Theatre here.

Harry Graham, district manager of the
New Universal, left Tuesday by plane for a
busmess trip to Miami.
Mrs. W. G. Hardy, secretary at Theatrical Printing Co., is vacationing in Miami.
R. M. Goldsmith of NTSCo is confined
at home with an attack of malaria.
Earle C. Fain, well-known exhibitor of
Leesburg, Fla., spent several days on the
Row this week.
John Mangham, president of Monogram,
Southern Film Exchanges, has just returned from a trip through Florida, hitting
the high spots, Miami, Tampa and Jacksojiville, then jumping to Charlotte to install Jack Emenheiser as branch manager
of the Charlotte office, returning to Atlanta for a day and then off again to
open the new Monogram office in Memphis.
Nat Williams has just completed the installation of New Western Electric sound
system in his Pine Theatre in Pelham, Ga.
Ralph W. Abbett of the Jam Handy
Picture Service of Detroit was on the Row
this week closing a deal for the distribution
of his product in this territory.

CC€LINe

BUFFALO

has

on the new theatre building to be erected
here by E. Q. Benbow and P. A. Boone,
operators of the Grand and Earle theatres.

Henderson — Work

315 s. HARWOOD

new

has been installed in the Carolina Theatre
here.

from page 86)

CUrp/lLC

Sylvester’s

theatre is making rapid progress and is
expected to be finished within the month.

NORTH CAROLINA
Asheboro — New air-conditioning

ATLANTA
(Continued
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ENGINEERING

Automatically you turn to an
Electric switch when you want
light.
Automatically smart theatre
operators think of King when
they
want remodeling and
decorating.
King

does

the job right.

Satisfied customers
endorsement.

our

best

Just completed.
Strand Theatre, Jefferson, Tex.
Rialto Theatre, Brownfield,
Tex.

PLANS FREE
ON

REMODELING

KING

SCENIC
—

Since

JOBS

CO.
1910 —

3121/2 S. Harwood
DALLAS

EQUIPMENT
CO., INC.
BOXOFFICE
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WIDENING
Crane,

CRANE

Tex. — Manager

PALACE
C. W.

of

the Palace announces the purchase of next
door space to enlarge the theatre by 14
feet. New air-cushioned seats and a larger
cooling system will be installed. The Palace lately has enjoyed capacity business
which brought on the enlargement, it was
said.
GETS

$4,000 IN DAMAGE

Monahans,

Tex. — Dr.

W.

SUIT

RIG AT WINK
Tex. — Joe

REMODELING
Delorio,

cir-

Mt.

Pleasant,

Tex. — Remodeling

BROWNSBORO

ORDER

to past

disturb-

ances in the Community Theatre, the PTA
was called upon to regulate the nuisance.
A committee was appointed which decreed
that hereafter smoking would not be permitted and that shows would have to start
on time as advertised. Officers will be
called upon if necessary to preserve order.

Sanger,

ANOTHER

Tex. — After

GIVEAWAY

a skirmish

with

lo-

cal authorities over giving away money at
the Texas, the house is reported to be
back in good graces with the “law” and
started up with a $30 pot. Bargain nights
have been discontinued. Regular admission is 10 and 20 cents.

McKinney,

FOR

ADMISSION

Tex. — Roy

Brockman,

in

cooperation with the Junior C. of C. sponsoring a cleanup campaign, admitted several hundred school children for a tin can
each during a recent Saturday show. Many
breeding places for mosquitoes were abolished in the drive, thanks to that theatre.

REMODELING

OPENING

Tex. — A new

Anson,

AT ANSON

OPEN

Tex. — Will Pence, manager

of the

Palace and Lyric, has reopened the latter
after extensive remodeling, which included
raising the roof and adding a balcony.
The front was done in Spanish style. Pence
recently remodeled the Palace.

SOON
theatre build-

ing under construction by S. G. Pry is
nearing completion. Contract has been let
for the electrical wiring and the opening
was set for early in June.

NEW HOLLYWOOD, FLA.,
THEATRE FOR SPARKS
Miami — Construction

LYRIC

work

on the Martin Theatre has started with
the total cost, including fixtures, to reach
$18,000. The local theatres are operated
by Gerhardt Bros, and associates in a partnership with the Robb & Rowley circuit.

Brownsboro,

THEATRE

Tex. — Due

TIN CANS

Griffith

cuit manager, is supervising remodeling of
the Rig. Among the new features will be
approved sound board in three colors lining the auditorium. The job was to be
completed in two weeks, he said.
$18,000 ON

Horn,

STARTS

O. Rehmeyer

was awarded $4,000 in his suit against the
OK Theatre Circuit following a collision
between his car and a truck of the Korn
theatres. The case had been in court for
several terms and damages of $53,000 were
asked.

Wink,

Van

of a

new

JOE (E.) BROWN
Edna, Tex. — Joe

MOVED

(E.) Brown,

manager

of

the Ed-Tex Theatre has been transferred
by J. G. Long to Pasadena, near Houston,
as manager of the new Long Theatre there.

:: June

12, 1937.

Katherine King will keep her Grand
Theatre in Fort Myers open this summer
instead of closing as has been the custom.
A. W. & G. K. Stanford, who operate the
Naples Theatre and the Harlem Park in
two more houses elseNaples, whereare
in theplanning
near future.
Your correspondent enjoyed a visit with
Charlie Kirkonnell, manager of the Arcade in Fort Myers, Fla., this week. A
very pleasant evening.
Joe Abercrombie, former manager of the
Flagler in Miami, has been transferred to
the Rex there also in a managerial capacity.
The Sheridan, Paramount’s de luxe Miami Beach house, is dark for the summer
Paramount’s
willforhe the
season.
"A” houseThe
071 Colony
the beach
period.
Much interest is being shown in the
forthcoming SETOA meeting to be held in
Birmingham, Ala., June 27-28-29, and it
seems that Florida will be well represented.
Jack Murray, art director for Paramount
in Miami, is building some flashy fronts
for the 12 houses in the chain.
W. R. Lynch was host recently at a fishing trip given for his Miami managers.
Dan Boone of the Gables, Coral Gables,
and Miss Juanita Underwood, cashier at
the Flagler, are to he married June 20.

Blanking Paper
Matt Board

later, Rob-

Palmer Water Color
Colored Art Paper
Sho Card Brushes

Tinsel
of this city

has completed negotiations for the leasing
of a building at 1012 W. Jackson St., in
Harlingen, Tex., to the Rex Theatre, Inc.
The theatre makes the third there and is
headed by R. P. Condron of La Feria,
Tex. The house will be air conditioned, and
seating capacity will be around 450.
BOXOFFICE

Tampa, Clearwater, Fort Myers, Bradenton, Palmetto and Sarasota.

Prang Water Color

Sign-Cloth

Harlingen Opening
Antonio — G. C. Howell

JESS CLARK, city manager for the Sparks
interest in Tampa, has in addition to his
other duties recently been named supervisor for the Sparks interest on the west
coast. This gives him jurisdiction over

theatre

will be located on the city’s main boulevard just across the street from the postoffice.

San

® ^

ART SUPPLIES

in Hollywood, Fla., this summer is to give
that resort city, 17 miles north of Miami,
its second motion picture house.
Announcement was made this week by
Paul Robinson, manager of the Ritz Theatre in Hollywood, a unit in the Sparks
chain. The new theatre, not yet named,

Details are to be announced
inson said.

By C. O. JEFFERY

===^=^

PTA REGULATES
Davis

®

n O T E S

THEATRE

TEXAS

V..

A Complete

Line for Your Art Shop

TEXAS THEATRE SUPPLY CO., Inc.
2010 JACKSON

"Complete Theatre Eqiupment"
STREET —
DALLAS, TEX. —

PHONE

7-5510
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DUKEHART TO HOLD
SPEEDBOAT RACE
Atlanta,

Ga. — D. B. Dukehart,

president

of Dukehart Theatrical Printing Co. and
a well-known speedboat racer, will stage
the first local Speedboat Regatta, at Jackson Lake, Jackson, Ga., Sunday, June 13,
with 25 of the world’s fastest speedboat
drivers and local trophy winners participating.
Dukehart, himself a winner of second
place in the southeastern regatta held in
Jacksonville in February, is an ardent racing fan and states that he plans to make
this local regatta an annual event.

N. C. CIRCUIT MAKES
DEAL IN GASTONIA
Gastonia,

N. C. — North

Carolina

Thea-

tres, Inc., has taken over two Gastonia
theatres, the Temple and the Lyric.
The two theatres will be managed
through Gastonia Enterprises, Inc., subsidiary of North Carolina Theatres, Inc.
R. C. Speece is the new manager.
The North Carolina corporation is taking
over a lease on the theatres from Southland Enterprises, a theatre chain with
headquarters in Atlanta, which leased them
from J. E. Simpson of Gastonia about a
year ago.

Cuts for Summer
Pilot

Point,

Tex. — The

Queen

has

re-

duced to 15 cents for the first three days
of the week which will probably be in force
throughout the summer. Prices the balance of the week remain the same. Pictures, which the producers will not allow to
be shown at the cheaper price, will be run
later in the week at former prices, the announcement stated.

Tex. — Remodeling

of the

old

Rialto Theatre was completed this week by
Hall Industries and the opening set for
June 10, it was announced by Boyd Atkinson, local Hall manager. The house name,
however, will be changed to “The Rex.”
New upholstered chairs and projection
equipment were to be installed.
THREE
Galveston,

GALVESTON

CHANGES

Tex. — Robert

Oldfield

of the

Galveston Theatres office staff has been
appointed manager of the State Theatre,
formerly known as the Martini. John
Browning, formerly of the Tremont, was
promoted to manager of the Queen. M. C.
Williams of the art department was promoted to manager of the Tremont.
REX
Port

CELEBRATES

Lavaca,

BIRTHDAY

Tex. — The

Rex

celebrated

its birthday on June 9, giving its patrons
ice cream, cake and soft drinks promoted
in a showmanship manner from local merchants.
DAUGHTER
Kansas

TO EDITOR

City — A daughter,

Barbara

Ann,

was born here Monday night to Mr. and
Mrs. Wm. G. Formby. Formby is editor of
Boxoffice.
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COLUMBIA’S
office days.
staff Not
is hard
to get along entire
with these
only
did they win the first prize for billings and
collections in the Montague Sweepstakes
drive, but they got a week’s salary each.
And to top it all, Jimmy Rogers, manager,
entertained his employes with a gala weekend party at Cobb’s Lakes Saturday. Herman Chrisman, booker, besides winning a
week’s salary received an extra 50 bucks
for winning seventh place among bookers
all over the country.
Mr. and Mrs. O. W. McCutcheon have
purchased neio smnmer draperies for their
theatres at Blytheville, Ark., Sikeston and
Charleston, Mo., from Jfational Theatre
Supply Co. . . . Guy Amis has installed new
rectifiers at his Princess in Lexington,
Tenn. . . . Air conditioning is being installed at the New in Marvel, Ark., by Owner
J. W. Crabtree.
Exhibitors seen on the Row this week included H. K. Perry, Roxy; Alamo, Tenn.;
Henley and Burris Smith, Imperial, Pocahontas, Ark.; K. K. King, Melba, Batesville. Ark.; R. V. McGinnis, Pine Bluff and
Hope, Ark.; Ned Green, Legion and Princess, Mayfield, Ky., and Hy Sanders, Sanders & Wheeler interests at Little Rock.
Page M. Baker, RKO manager, and his
tivo salesmeii, Norman Colquohoun and
Steve Stein, leave Sunday for their national sales converition opening June 16
at the Ambassador in Los Angeles. Incidentally, Page should be feeling very cheerful. Charged with reckless driving, he was
exonerated of blame for injuries received
when he struck and injured a 28-year-old
clerk on a busy Memphis thoroughfare.
The pedestrian stepped into the path of
his car, according to testimony presented
at the trial.
Film exchange employes vacationing for
the next two weeks include Mrs. Buster

Kenedy Rex Opens
Kenedy,

mi IE m iip> iiHii I s

Miller, RKO cashier . . . Mrs. Mary Marshall, RKO inspectress . . . Mrs. Lloyd
Miller, secretary to W. E. Sipe of Universal and wife of Republic Pictures booker,
is at Reelfoot Lake . . . Jim Baskin, availability clerk at Vitagraph.
J. D. Henry, Hickman, Ky., exhibitor, has
purchased the 400-seaf house at Benton,
Ky., and will be open for business within
a few days, it is reported . . . Joe Wiley,
Henry’s manager, in Memphis for his regular Monday visit in a new gray suit . . .
Nate Bernstein, Monarch Theatre Supply
Co., executive, returned this week from a
West Tennessee tour in time to find his
offices having their faces lifted with a new
coat of paint.

SOMETHING

NEW

Write for Prices and Particulars on

Changeable Letter
Attraction Signs
The Queen Feature Service, Inc.
Quality Theatre Equipment
1912V^

Morris

Avenue

Birmingham,

<S Supplies
I*hone

Alabama

3-8665

FINANCIAL REVERSES
WHIP MEMPHIS ORPH
Memphis — The

Orpheum,

one

of Mem-

phis’ four major downtown houses, beset
by financial losses, closed its doors indefinitely after the final performance Tuesday night. Among its financial responsibilities was a $1,000 jackpot accumulated
through many weekly “buck nights.”
J. Virgil Posey, operating head of the
show, announced a four-days-a-week policy last week. He said this week he would
not give away the $1,000 as previously announced because he did not have the
money. On top of his other worries. Miss
Minnie Rae Brooks, 24-year-old government employe, has filed a claim for $300
which she maintains

she won

on a “ques-

tion night.”

New Polly Theatre

Polly,

Tex. — H. E. Brunson,

local mana-

ger, has announced starting of work on a
new and modern theatre for East Texas
Theatres, Inc. The building will be of
frame with white and red stucco finish,
and will cost $10,000. Polly has been without a theatre since the NuGulf burned
several months ago. The new house will
seat 500, including a balcony for Negroes
and will be ready by August 1.

More Bombing Charges
Houston,

Tex. — Additional

charges

of

stench bombing Loew’s Theatre during
May have been filed. Two men had been
jailed, following which two girls were admitted to the lockup. The case was viewed
with importance because at that time engineers were on strike at Loew’s and three
Interstate theatres. Loew’s offered $1,000
for a conviction of parties handling bombs
both in the balcony and on the main floor.
POLICY
Hereford,

changed

CHANGE

AT

Tex. — The

HEREFORD

Star

Theatre

has

its policy to five pictures a week.
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AT A PRICE you CAN
AFFORD TO USE REGULARLY

SEND US YOUR
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TEXAS
THEATRICAL
2023 JACKSON

PRINTING
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SELLS

AND

BUYS

EQUIPMENT.

Classified Ads
GENERAL

THEATRES,

10c Per Word,

Payable

Screens, Speakers, Sound Systems, Lamphouses, Replacement Parts. Large capacity
Blowers, with pulleys and belts, $59.90. Ask
S.O.S. , 636-BW Eleventh Ave., New York.
6-12

SEATS

LAST

in Advance.
SOUND

EQUIPMENT

JOIN OUR “BOOK-OF-THE-MONTH”
CLUB. GET NEW S.O.S. CATALOG
FEATURING loads of special values — Air Conditioning Equipment, Projection Lenses,

LIFETIME

^leatina 4iou5e

SERVICES

$1.00. Display Rates

W. Jackson Blvd., Chicago; 430 W.
tree St., N. W., Atlanta.

COOLING

AND

St., Kansas

NO BARGAINS!
REAL VALUE
FOR
YOUR DOLLARS. Reconditioned Theatre
Equipment. Chairs. Simplex Projectors.
Strong, Peerless, Brenkert, Super Morelite

KEEP THEM
COOL WITH
“COOLAWEATHER”
AIR CONDITIONING, $495.00
up. Corozone Ionizers at Special Cut Prices
— Midget, $7.95; Jr., $9.95; DeLuxe, $12.95;
Model A, with Fan, $15.95; Model B, with

Low

Fan,

New

York

City.

NEW
HAVE

YOU

7-3

EQUIPMENT

HEARD

MEAN
THE NEW
VOLUME
Control

THIS

THEATRE

ONE?

WE

S.O.S. AUDIO-MATIC
Amplifier, with RCA

SPECIAL DIVIDEND VALUES TO
ATRE OWNERS. Our big Clearance

THEEvent

is on now! Savings 20 to 50% on Projectors, Sound Equipment, Chairs, Screens, Air
Conditioners, Accessories, Supplies, etc.
Send today for Bargain Catalog. Consolidated Theatre Supply Corp., 1600-C Broadway, New York.
tf (b4-3)

BOXOFFICE

EQUIPMENT

GOT

THAT

WORN

Ave., New

:; June

12, 1937.

ME!

....
For two years

men

said couldn’t

be done.

Sold to circuit

twenty years’ practical experience in big
theatres and little ones — from booth to
front office; 4 years buyer and booker for
Publix deluxe houses; 5 years as general
manager circuit of eighteen houses; I
know every angle of efficient operation.
Am looking for dependable connection with
independent circuit or individual
sults count and politics do not.
build a home and a future.

WILL

BUY USED SOUNDHEADS,
SIMPLEX, POWERS PROJECTORS,
ARC
LAMPS, Rectifiers, Generators, Lenses. Top
money paid. B-842, Boxoffice, 4704 E. 9th
St., Kansas City, Mo.
6-12

where reI want to
Minimum

salary $60.00 and percentage on a 3-year
contract. Address B-843, Boxoffice, 4704
E. 9th St., Kansas

City, Mo.

6-12

LOOK?

York.
6-12

IS

YOUR

HANDY

4(

AD

ORDER

(Send Order)
Cash
With

BLANK
lOc a word
4 insertions
at price of 3

seven

times in your “CLEARING
sectional editions of BOXOFFICE:

Parts—

Lamphouses — Chairs — Sound Equipment
and Parts — Generators — Rectifiers — Ticket Machines and Choppers — Screens —
Lenses — Parts for All Machines. ASK US.
We have what you need. Midwest Theatre Supply Co., 1223 So. Wabash Ave.,
Chicago.
tf (b3-13)
BOXOFFICE

NEED

opposition who couldn’t see it before. If
your house (or houses) needs new life, new
ideas, bigger grosses and lower overhead,
I can do it and guarantee results. Have

Kindly insert the following ad
HOUSE" section, running through ALL
and

YOU

WANTED

A JOB

I did the “impossible” by successfully operating a theatre which all film and show

URGENT
NEED
FOR
RCA
SOUNDHEADS, SIMPLEX, POWERS
PROJECTORS, ARC LAMPS, Rectifiers, Generators, Lenses. Will pay top prices. Box 839
Boxoffice, 4704 E. 9th St., Kansas City,
Mo.
6-5

BOXOFFICE,
4704 East Ninth St.,
Kansas City, Mo.

PROJECTORS

MAYBE

WANTED

Lamphouses, Projectors, Rectifiers — everything for theatres. Used Amplifiers, $19.50
up. Soundheads, $15.00 up. Free Catalog.

SIMPLEX

I WANT

Photographs, prices Free. S.O.S., 636-BW
Eleventh Ave., New York.
6-12

HERE

Eleventh

5-24-38
KOZONO, the machine that eliminates
all odors electrically. Used by theatres in
27 states. Small cost. No upkeep. Write
for catalogue. Representatives wanted.
The Kozono Co.. Charlotte. N. C. tf (b3-13)

BIGGER
RECEIPTS.
15,000 GOOD
USED

MAYBE
IT’S WORN
EQUIPMENT.
GET
OUR
PRICE
on finest reconditioned

S.O.S., 636-BW

DEODORIZERS

CHAIRS

EQUIPMENT

PRINTING

6x9 HERALDS — 5 thousand — $4.25. 3x8
Heralds — 5 thousand $3.00. 1/3 deposit.
F. O. B. Atlanta. Free cut service. Quaker
Printery, 643 Washington St., Atlanta, Ga.

CHAIRS, 75c up. Greatest assortment, famous makes, reconstructed, refinished.

metal tubes. 60 models, $39.50 up. Liberal trades. S.O.S., 636-BW Eleventh Ave.,
New York.
6-12

USED

THEATRICAL

POSITIONS
RE-SEAT
FOR
S.O.S. OFFERS

6-26

WANTED

EXPERIENCED
MANAGER
will operate
theatre on percentage. References and
bond furnished. Address B-841, Boxoffice,
4704 E. 9th St., Kansas City, Mo.
6-5

$19.95. Free Air Conditioning Bulletin. S.O.S., 636-BW Eleventh Ave., New
York.
6-12

NEEDS. Trades accepted. Amusement Supply Co., Inc., 341 W. 44th St.,

City, Mo.

THEATRES

VENTILATING

spring seats, $1,651/2. Mayer Silverman,
1010 Forbes St., Pittsburgh, Pa.
6-26

FOR SALE

LEASE, EQUITY
in 300-seat theatre,
Minnesota. B-840, Boxoffice, 4704 E. 9th

Peach7-17

BARGAINS — Reconditioning Arctic NuAIR blowers, noiseless drives, air washers.
Write for prices. Southern Air Conditioning Corp., 101 Walton. Atlanta, Ga. b2-27

YOUR

Request*

6-12
ELKS THEATRE, building, seats and entire equipment. Box 395, New Iberia, La.

Replace

Intensity Lamphouses. Motor Generators. Forest Rectifiers. General Electric
Mazda Lamphouses and General Electric
Transformers. Ticket Registers and all
Projection Room Accessories. TELL US

on

THEATRES

EQUIPMENT

COMPLETE
line of Lafayette FacsimiliTone theatre sound systems, theatre accessories and amplifying equipment. Send
for free descriptive theatre bulletin No.
T 26-FS, 100 Sixth Ave., New York; 901

FOREVER—

front row upholstered and replacements for veneers. Sample $1.60; 100 lots
$1.35 & $1.40. 1300 chairs panel back box

Minimum

Blind ads — 10c extra to cover cost of postage.
(Don't forget to count words in name

and address that is to appear in the ad.)

*A<lc]re«'i r'lipy to BOXOFFICK.
Form'^fon^lay noon

4*04 F,. Ninth St.. Kansas City,
prerecling piiblioation date.
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Howard
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Terry

Walker

Picture • Directed by Robert Florey

M-6-M SUMMER PLAN
AMAZES INDUSTRY!
(

Get in touch with your M-G-A^
Booker Today for Wide Open Time!

THIS PRESS

RELEASE

BLANKETED

New York, N. Y.— With notable roadshow attractions heading the
list. Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer announces a schedule of summer releases
for popular price theatres which is the most brilliant that a major
film company has ever presented during the warm weather season.
In addition to “ Captains Courageous” and “The Good Earth,”
with auspicious road showings behind them assuring a waiting
audience, the M-G-M productions include “Parnell,” co-starring
Clark Cable and Myrna Loy; the Marx Brothers’ new comedy, “A
Day at the Races”; “The Emperor’s Candlesticks,” co-starring
William Powell and Luise Rainer, and “ Broadway Melody of 1938,”
starring Robert Taylor and Eleanor Powell, with George Murphy,
Buddy Ebsen, Judy Garland, Raymond Walburn, Willie Howard,
Binnie Barnes, Sophie Tucker, Charles Igor Gorin, Robert Benchley, Charley Grapewin and Robert Wildhack in the cast.
The leading players in “Captains Courageous,” the Kipling screen
masterpiece, are Freddie Bartholomew, Spencer Tracy and Lionel
Barrymore. The film was directed by Victor Fleming, from a screen
play by John Lee Mahin, Marc Connelly and Dale Van Every based
on the original Kipling story. The large supporting cast includes
Melvyn Douglas, Charley Grapewin, Jack La Rue, Oscar O’Shea,
Billie Burrud, Walter Kingsford. Louis D. Lighton is the producer.
“Parnell,” which is one of the most moving stories of love and
politics ever brought to the screen, stars Clark Gable as “the uncrowned King of Ireland,” and Myrna Loy, as Katie O’Shea. The
supporting cast includes Edna May Oliver, Edmund Gwenn, Alan
Marshal, Donald Crisp, Billie Burke, Donald Meek, Brandon T ynan
and Berton Churchill. “Parnell” was adapted for the screen by
John Van Druten and S. N. Behrman, from the original stage play
by Elsie T. Schauffler. John M. Stahl was the director.
Summer laughter will be provided by the Marx Brothers, who

YOUR

SUMMER
And when

WORRIES

ARE

THE NATION!

appear in a new comedy based on an original story by Robert
Pirosh and George Seaton. Allan Jones and Maureen O’Sullivan
play the romantic roles, and the remainder of the cast includes
Margaret Dumont, Leonard Ceeley, Douglas Dumbrille, Esther
Muir, Sig Rumann and Robert Middlemass. Sam Wood directed
the picture.

“The Empefor’s Candlesticks” was directed by George Fitzmaurice. Supporting William Powell and Luise Rainer are Robert
Young, Maureen O’Sullivan, Frank Morgan, Henry Stephenson,
Charles Waldron, Barnett Parker, Bert Roach, E. E. Clive,
Emma
Dunn and Frank Conroy. The film is based on the novel by the
Baroness Orczy, with screen play by Monckton Hoffe and Harold
Goldman. John W. Considine, Jr., is the producer.
Attractions cast with popular personalities are “Married Before
Breakfast” featuring Robert Young and Florence Rice in their
third teaming experience on the screen; “Umbrella Man,” with
Leo G. Carroll, George Murphy and Rita Johnson; “Between Two
Women,” with Franchot Tone, Virginia Bruce and Maureen O’Sullivan; and “Topper,” with Constance Bennett, Cary Grant and
Roland Young, a Hal Roach special production, released through
Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer.

A further radical departure in hot-weather releasing policy is the
mid-summer distribution at popular prices of the famed road-show
hit, “The Good Earth,” in which Paul Muni and Luise Rainer are
co-starred. This mighty cinema triumph, which is based on Pearl
Buck’s Pulitzer prize novel and directed by Sidney Franklin boasts
an imposing cast, including Walter Connolly, Tilly Losch, Charley
Grapewin, Jessie Ralph, Soo Yong, Keye Luke, Harold Huber and
William Law. The screen play is by Talbot Jennings, Tess Slesinger
and Claudine West.

OVER,

thanks to M-G-M!

the crowds pack your theatre to see these glori-

ous hits tell them you’ve got M-G-M

for Next Year, too!

I

I

BDXDFFICE
THE

NATIONAL

FILM

WEEKLY

When

PUBLISHED

IN

SEVEN

SECTIONAL

EDITIONS

Is a

Belly luir^?
gave
*1* HERE'S a saying that 'Two wrongs don't
make a right." But a lot of people evidently don't
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have

no

alone.

and

ago

other shot-in-the-arm

games,

money

stuff were

miles apart
unalike.

houses

It was

would

follow

and the

gives. And then he goes on to say, “I think
the whole thing is silly ... I have hopes that
everybody

will get their belly full and throw them

in the ash can."
If it's silly, why

do it?

Going back into time a bit, it seems that
excessive protection, extended runs, overbuying
had

something

of product

to do with

among

creating

subsequent

a

shortage

run independent

houses. When quality wasn't available quantity
had to be substituted. So double features were
started.
money

Then

came

prizes were

gambling

pyramided

nights instituted.

These

to product-starved

independent

schemes.
and

methods

double

proved

houses.

The
gift

helpful
Few

ad-

mit that it is good business, but it was a necessary evil. Circuit houses parlayed their prize
offerings; independent
When

the limit was

houses

reached

and

grouped

theirs.

the "equality"

and

Funny
throw

business,
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why
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discarded

York circuit organizations.

that independent

right to do

up

Every exhibitor regards every other exhibitor a competitor even though the houses are

wonder

Just a few weeks

rest of the bag of tricks. "In order to protect
ourselves," is the reason one circuit executive
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to start over again

suit. But it seems that they didn't. Business at
the circuit houses either was off or the independents were doing better than the circuits thought
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is made

principles, the slowness of the public to respond
is met with a lack of patience and the wrong
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Extended runs become moveovers and moveovers set back playing time, forcing the playing

it goes to the stopping or breaking point. Meanwhile the public is wrongly educated and when
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house

seems that things are done "because competitors
do them" even though it readily is admitted that
they are wrong things to do. Then, when the
score is tied, the fellow who got out of line first
wrong

3HED

neither circuit nor independent

edge over the other, they called it quits. But that
was only for the endurance of a short patience.

they

always

to the little fellows
can't

nourishing diet. Funny

subsist
that

on

totally

want
and

to

then

an

under-

someone
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thought that it's just as easy to be on an "even"
basis from a pictures-only standpoint as with
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to venture
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giving
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Funny,
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other

too. that,

are

fellow

a
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break;

on playing a live-and-let-live game; on lifting
bans and restrictions and monopolistic tendencies
that will give no
create

"necessary

cause

for the need

to

evils."

Hollywood
One

whatever

Anomaly

of the big drawbacks

to the success

of British-made pictures in America has been the
heavy English accent which is unintelligible
to the great masses. As a partial offset British
producers have been casting American players in
principal leads aside from wanting them for their
name values. Meanwhile Hollywood has not
only cast many a Britisher with very heavy accent
in important roles but has taken to making stories
of English and Irish locale with
fecting a thick British brogue.

Americans

ef-

GOVERNMENT'S EAGLE EYE ROVING
CEASELESSLY OVER FILM INDUSTRY
Justice Department Probers
Study Company Records
for First-Hand Data
New

York — Investigation

of major

dis-

tributors’ operations by the department of
justice has been under way at company
home offices here for the past nine months,
it was learned this week.
The principal distributing companies
have agreed to submit their files and records to the government probers, it was
said, and so far none of the data has had
to be subpoenaed.
Due

to Increased

Complaints

The investigation is said to have resulted
from a mounting flood of complaints by
independent exhibitors throughout the
country to the department of justice at
Washington. Complaints have been rising
steadily since the NRA was invalidated by
the U. S. supreme court two years ago.
Excessive protection and product overbuying are chiefly involved.
While Attorney General Homer S. Cummings recently said that the department
was not conducting a “drive” against the
film industry but that investigations are
constantly being conducted on the basis
of complaints, intensification of the inquiries in recent months would indicate
that the government is gathering information with some object in view.
Merely

“Progressive”

Probe

It was declared in film industry circles
here, however, that this is merely a “progressive” investigation and the activity by
the attorney general’s department is no
greater than it has been for some years
past. The government always has “big
business” under its eagle eye, it was said,
and that does not necessarily mean action.
Defeat of the government in the St.
Louis conspiracy trials against major distributors tv/o years ago, brought on complaint of Fanchon and Marco theatres,
taught the department of justice a lesson
in preparedness, it was explained. The
government at the time lacked necessary
data concerning the industry’s operations
and in the present investigation is collecting information that would be helpful in
the event of a similar major action.
Shy

From

Concerted

Action

Meanwhile, the major companies have
more than ever veered to a policy opposed
to working together in meeting exhibitor
demands for relief from asserted abuses,
and the MPTOA program of trade reform
in which local conciliation boards were a
principal factor apparently has been torpedoed, a spokesman informed Boxoffice.
The

distributors’ unwillingness to cooperate among themselves in dealing with exhibitors is explained as grounded on the
belief that they would lay themselves open
to federal conspiracy charges.

4

No Film Trade Statutes

Data on Government
Films to Committee

Likely This Session
New

York — None

of the pending

industry measures will get very far
in this session of Congress, according to industry observers here. This
opinion is based on the fact that a
number of bills considered important
by the Washington administration
are still to be acted upon, and that
as soon as they are cleared Congress
will adjourn, probably late in August.
Leading the measures involving the
industry are the Neely -Pettengill bill
to prohibit block booking, the Hobbs
resolution for an industry probe and
the Dies resolution for a more sweeping investigation.
Allied States, meanwhile, is pressing its campaign for passage of these
measures. If they fail this year Allied
will continue the drive in the 1938
session.

Washington — The

The

York — Although

from

25 to 28 fea-

tures will be sold by United Artists on a
percentage basis ranging from 25 to 40
per cent, the sales policy will be flexible
enough to permit alteration to suit different local situations, it was said at the home
office here this week.
The following four by Goldwyn will be
released in the top bracket as a general
policy: “Hurricane,” “Adventures of Marco
Polo,” “Goldwyn Follies” and “Cowboy
and the Lady.”

a

a
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report held that the national archives on October 27, 1936, had a record of

social security board film, “We, the People, and Social Security,” was said to have
been given the “most extensive distribution of motion picture films ever undertaken by a government
Chairmaned
by Senatoragency.”
Harry F. Byrd,
the senate select committee on reorganization is seeking to determine the amount
of money spent by government agencies
in all forms of propaganda.

GB PRODUCT THROUGH
20TH-FOX CONTINUES
New

York — Confirmation

of the

con-

tinued distribution of GB pictures in
America by 20th Century-Fox exchanges
is expected in an announcement by Arthur
A.
Lee, vice-president,
at the
national
sales convention
herecompany’s
starting
June 25.

Rpgr U. 8. Pat. Office

Editorial

investigat-

more than 15,000,000 feet of films deposited in 76 government agencies.
The report also credited the Recovery
Administration picture, “The Plow That
Broke the Plains,” as “probably the most
spectacular film produced by any government agency.” Total cost of the negative
and 116 prints was listed at $40,113. The

FLEXIBLE UA POLICY
IN PERCENTAGE HIKE
New

committee

ing the extent of the government’s activity in the production of motion pictures
got an insight into such endeavor late last
week when the Brookings Institution, research foundation, reported that government agencies have made a total of 533
films.

.. 3
. 7
,.139
.21

.23
.25
.24
.26
.27
.39
,47
.55
.63
.71

The 1937-38 program, which will be announced by George W. Weeks, general sales
manager, during the three-day session at
the St. Moritz Hotel, will again consist of
24 features, a possible six or eight of these
being Alliance (BIP) productions.

New Richey Post Seen
Detroit — H.

M.

ager of the Michigan

Richey,

general

man-

Allied unit, is said to

be joining Co-Operative Theatres, booking combine, in an advisory capacity. The
reports indicate he also will retain his
present Allied position.

Bank Night Confab
Denver

— Increasing

political

activity

against Bank Night will be one of the subjects for discussion at the annual convention in Colorado Springs on June 25-26 of
Affiliated Enterprises distributors.
BOXOFFICE

:: June

19, 1937.

Music Tax Chief Berates
Showmen for Resistance
New

York — Ascap,

through

was said that the Duffy bill has slim
chance of passage at this session of Congress, and that it had been amended so
as to soften the blow against Ascap or to
favor it in some respects.
Mills said a hearing is scheduled June

E. C. Mills,

chairman of its administrative committee,
this week expressed its resentment over efforts by exhibitors to obtain relief from
its music taxes.
When

pickets picket pickets a situation like the above arises. Snapped in
front of the Lorraine Theatre in Philadelphia, the picture shows CIO pickets in the foreground with signs saying that the theatre pays “scab" wages.
In the background are lATSE men
with signs saying that the theatre
employs union operators affiliated with
AFL.
FINAL
New

LONG-REEL

York — With

the

29 at Tacoma, Wash., in Ascap’s suit to test
the constitutionality of the Washington
state law virtually ousting the society from
the state. Ascap counsel will argue the
action before a three-judge federal court.

“li exhibitor leaders like Ed Kuykendall
and A1 Stelfes of Allied States would direct
their attention to exhibitor ills they might
render a more substantial service to the in-

— Following
British govraws the"King"
Withd
WB York

New

ernment’s efforts to keep the English public from being reminded of their former

terests they represent/' Mills declared.

OKAY
expected

Mills took exception to the remark attributed to Ed Kuykendall, president of the
MPTOA, who was reported to have told
the MPTO of Virginia convention at Virginia Beach, Va., on Monday that Ascap
feared passage of the Duffy copyright bill
by Congress.

signing

by Mayor La Guardia of an amended ordinance regulating the use of the 2,000-foot
reel, adoption of the larger spool will be
completed on a national scale, it was said
this week by Arthur Dickinson of the Hays
office, in charge of this work.

Mills decried the sending of exhibitor
representatives to Washington to fight
Ascap, the energy expended at exhibitor
conventions in discussing music taxes and
exhibitor moves for legislation to curb the

king by banning newsreels of the WindsorWarfield wedding ceremony throughout the
British Empire, Warner has withdrawn
“The King and the Chorus Girl” from exhibition in the United Kingdom. The picture will be released in England at a later
date.

society and “get copyright music free.”
In exhibitor organization circles here it

Photographed

ENTES—"Roland
PENIT
OF
by the THE
Vagabond
Cameraman

C. Price

BIG
BUSINESS FOR ANY Millions
THEATRE—
ANYWHERE
A Sure Fire Campaign
of Ready Made Audiences
Dramatized

on Nation Wide BROADCAST
MADE HEADLINES IN LEADING

Full Length Exposes

BROKE
SAN

in Leading

RECORDS:

NEWSPAPERS

Magazines

OAKLAND

SAN

FRANCISCO.

CAL.

DIEGO. CAL. LONG BEACH. CAL. PHOENIX. ARIZ.
TUCSON. ARIZ.
BAKERSFIELD. CAL.

English and Spanish

WORLD’S DISTRIBUTION RIGHTS CONTROLLED
MIKE J. LEVINSON
For Direct Bookings and Territorial Rights — Write — Wire or Phone
4376 SUNSET DRIVE
HOLLYWOOD, CAL.
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19, 1937.
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RKO Radio Schedules 56
Features and 198 Shorts
Los Angeles — With at least 20 of the
1937-38 productions already in work or
preparation, RKO Radio for the new season has scheduled the release of 56 features and 198 shorts, Ned E. Depinet, vicepresident, told the annual sales convention here on Friday. Designated as RKO’s
third international and sixth annual convention, the sessions, held at the Ambassador hotel, opened Thursday and wound
up Saturday. Delegates began their homeward trek Sunday.
No “Alphabet” Films
S. J. Briskin, vice-president in charge of
production, declared an attempt will be
made to eliminate completely the "A,”
"B,” “C” classification of pictures in production, with a realignment of budgets.
"As to the gradation of pictures in terms
of the alphabet,” he said, “we have had it
definitely proven to us that public opinion
is the final, conclusive and only marker.
Our classification of a picture before it is
put into production, either through budgeting its cast or by studding its cast with
star names, has little bearing so long as we
click with boxoffice flavor.”
The convention also was told that;
1. The company "expects to triple” its
new season national advertising expenditures.

2. Extensive changes
product

are

in Pathe News

planned.

3. The star and featured player roster
has

been

names."
4. Eleven
under
new

increased
associate

to

85

"recognized

producers,

feature

product.

Heading the stars continuing in the RKO
fold are Fred Astaire and Ginger Rogers
who, in addition to co-starring in an Irving Berlin musical will be starred individually; Katharine Hepburn, Barbara
Stanwyck, Lily Pons, Joe E. Brown, Bobby
Breen and Wheeler and Woolsey.
Returning to the RKO roster will be
Irene Dunne, Miriam Hopkins and Mitzi
Green. Other newcomers to RKO will in-

6

NED
E. DEPINET
Viee-Pres. of
RKO
Radio

new

Boyer, Bob

personalities,”

The

company’s releases will also feature; Herbert Marshall, Harriet Hilliard,
Joel McCrea, Louis Hayward, Joe Penner,
Milton Berle, Anne Shirley, Fred Stone,
Joan Fontaine, Margot Grahame, Erik
Rhodes, Preston Foster, John Beal, Eduardo Ciannelli, Walter Abel, James Gleason, James Ellison, Eric Blore, Lucille Ball,
Richard Dix, Thelma Leeds, Ray Mayer
and Billy Gilbert, among others.
Nearly

Half

to

Marcus

Briskin has assigned to Lee Marcus, his
production assistant, almost half of RKO’s
new season output, with an annual budget
for the entire group rather than individual
picture budgets. The principle involved,
said Briskin, is “an attempt to eliminate
completely whatever production tendencies
there may be on the lot toward the gradation of pictures.”
“Several resulting situations have led us
to this decision,” the production head declared. “The most important are the facts
that face us in achievements of this year
over last year at this same date. On May
10, 1936, in this group we had completed
only about two-thirds of our old program,
with no material on hand for the 1937
schedule, while today we have not only
entirely completed this group but have at
least 20 of the new 1937-38 properties in
production or preparation.”
Preview

of

New

Schedule

“The Life of the Party,” a comedy musical, will be the first new season release,
featuring Joe Penner, Parkyakarkus, Victor Moore, Gene Raymond, Harriet Hilliard, Helen Broderick, Eric Blore. Herb
Magidson and Allie Wrubel will provide the
music for the Edward Kaufman production
which William A. Seiter is directing.
Walt Disney is scheduled to contribute
“Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs,” a
full-length feature in Technicolor, a departure from his past productions of onereel length. This will mark Disney’s use

RKO EXECUTIVES

UKO
SPITZ
President of
KKO
Radio

Charles

Burns and “numerous
it was announced.

46 writers

contract and an augmented directorial staff will work with Briskin on the
season's

clude Nino Martino,

AT COAST

JULES
LEVY
General Sales
Manager

of “humanized characters, not caricatures.”
Play properties to be filmed include
“Stage Door,” “Having Wonderful Time”
and“Having
“Irene.”Wonderful Time,” to be adapted from the current Broadway stage success, will be a Pandro S. Berman production, with Jack Oakie prominently cast.
One

From

England

From England will come “Victoria the
Great,” bringing to the screen for the first
time the story of Queen Victoria. Produced by Herbert Wilcox and co-starring
Anton Walbrook and Anna Neagle, the film
will have a supporting cast headed by
H. B. Warner.
“New Faces of 1938” will continue the
idea of fostering new talent inaugurated
with the current season’s musical, “New
Faces
1937.”
The of
Astaire-Rogers
team will be seen in
a dancing-musical special to be produced
by Pandro S. Berman.
Astaire will be starred alone in a Berman production. Miss Rogers will be seen
in three other productions, as follows:
“Irene,” a musical, in which she will be
solo-starred; “Stage Door,” in which she
will be co-starred with Katharine Hepburn, and “Perfect Harmony,” in which
she will team with Charles Boyer.
Miss Hepburn, in addition, will star
alone in a Berman production.
Irene Dunne is slated for two pictures,
the first announced being “The Joy of
Loving,” with music, story and lyrics by
Jerome Kern, Dorothy Fields and Herbert
Fields. Felix Young will produce.
Barbara Stanwyck will star in two pictures, “in each to be supported by a topflight male star.”
More

Musicals

Lily Pons will make her third screen appearance in “The Girl in a Cage,” a musical, to be produced by Jesse L. Lasky.
Jack Oakie and Erik Rhodes will be in the
cast.
Nino Martini will star in “Music for
Madame,” with a new personality, Joan
Fontaine, as his feminine lead. Rudolph
Friml will write the music and Gus Kahn
the lyrics, with additional music by Herb
Magidson and Allie Wrugel. Lasky will
produce.
Miriam

Hopkins returns for one picture,

listed as “She Married for Money.”
Bobby Breen, nine-year-old singing star,
will appear in three Sol Lesser productions.
Joe E. Brown will star in “Fit for a
(Continued on page 26)
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NEWS BRIEFS
United Artists Adopts
Accessory Rental Plan
Joins Warner and Paramount in service: with Metro slated to start in fall,
other companies are expected to follow suit.

Chain

Theatre Merger
Effected in St. Louis

Fanchon & Marco circuit absorbs houses
operated by Louis K. and Joseph C. Ansell, well-known theatre operators and
brothers. No financial statement regarding transaction announced.

Four American Films
British Thrust Medium
Italy bans the following pictures in its
fight against “British propaganda:” “The
Charge of the Light Brigade,” “Lives of a
Bengal Lancer,” “Lloyds of London,” “Clive
of India.”

Musicians Discuss Move
to Reinstate Orchestra
Annual convention in Louisville takes
preliminary steps in campaign to re-establish “live music” in motion picture
theatres.

Republic Confab Series
Concluded in New York
Meeting of the eastern division personnel
last Monday cocks signal for start on new
season sales in earnest.

Los Angeles Nazi Counsel
Muzzled bg Fatherland
Washington — The

No Paramount Shift
to Quarterly Deals
Hollywood — Paramount

will hold to its

established policy of selling films for an
entire season, Neil P. Agnew, general sales
manager, told delegates to the company’s
annual sales convention here in its closing
session late last week. This sales policy
for the new season definitely cancelled
previous reports that the company would
rearrange its schedule on a quarterly
basis.
Sounding a note of optimism for the
1937-38 season, John W. Hicks, foreign
distribution manager, cheered more than
100 conventionites with the prediction that
the future of Paramount and other major
companies in the world market is bright
despite current troubles in Europe. Hicks
cited the fact that business is still going
on in war-torn Spain and that pictures are
still making money in that country.

again

page 21 with the correct title.

Senate Now
Nuisance

Follows

this week

pen”

U. S. Probe

and actresses who appear in Universal’s
forthcoming “The Road Back,” an Erich
Maria Remarque story of post-war Germany, that their future film work will be
barred from the Reich.
The German ambassador also is said to
have assured the state department that the
German government has indorsed the instructions to Dr. Gyssling.
The Los Angeles counsel recently warned
60 members of “The Road
approximately
Back”
cast that their future pictures might
be barred from German soil if they continued production of the picture.

Title Correction

users it appears

of “poison

The ambassador’s action followed state
department investigation into the report
that Nazi Germany had warned 12 actors

The new RKO Joe E. Brown picture,
“Riding on Air,” was reviewed last week
under the title of “On and Off Again.”
For the benefit of Boxoffice Picture
Guide

flow

letters from the hand of Dr. George Gyssling, German counsel in Los Angeles, to
members of the film production colony has
been halted by an official German muzzle,
it was learned here this week.
The German ambassador is said to have
informed the state department that instructions have been issued to Dr. Gyssling
to refrain from sending warning letters to
American citizens engaged in motion picture production.

New

HOTS"exhibitors
6.000 — TAKE
York
More "SNAPS
than 6,000

have booked extra time for “Screen Snapshots” this month in observance of the
17th anniversary of the Columbia short
subject series.

on

Sole Hope for
Tax Restriction

Passage by house of committee report
for extension of federal admission taxes
two years leaves matter up to senate with
prospects of a fight to cut period to one
year.

Detroit Files Suit Anew
Against Co-Op

Theatres

Jacob Schreiber has filed a new appeal in
the Cincinnati federal circuit court against
Co-Operative Theatres of Michigan, alleging restraint of trade, under interstate
commerce laws.

Major Texas Circuits Halt
Bank Night After State Ban

DO

you

TAKE
WHAT

KNOW

IS? / WHAT
PART

EXACTLY
PART

GOES

OF

TO

WHAT
IT

'-'UNSEEN

YOUR
GET?
PART-

NERS"? DON'T WONDER— BE SURE!

Giveaways going out as franchise owner prepares to ask for rehearing by court
of criminal appeals which last week ruled
cash stunt a lottery.

All Para. Proposals Win
Over Minority Squawk

GENERAL

REGISTER

CORPORATION

1540 BROADWAY

NEW

YORK

Adolph Zukor given employment contract
providing percentage of profits as production head.
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36 on United Artists List

on a story by Clemence
Banks,

Dane,

with

Leslie

Flora Robson, Sebastian Shaw, Patricia Hilliard and Rene Ray heading the

cast; “Storm in a Teacup,” satirical comedy pictured from the international stage
success by James Bridie, co-directed by
Victor Saville and Ian Dalrymple with
Vivien Leigh, Rex Harrison and Ursula
Jeans featured; “Action for Slander”
which will feature Clive Brook, Margaretta
Scott and Ann Todd.

With 18 ''Skippu" Shorts

New York — A total of 36 productions for
the coming year, with a minimum of ten
in Technicolor, was announced Monday by
George J. Schaefer, United Artists vicepresident and general manager, at the
company's eastern sales convention here.
Schaefer said that expenditures for the
new program will reach $26,000,000.
United Artists releases will include product from Samuel Goldwyn, David O. Selznick, Charley Chaplin and Walter Wanger
studios in Hollywood, in addition to the
London
To

Films productions
ander Korda.

headed

by Alex-

replace the Walt Disney short subjects, which will be released by RKO, UA

will have 18 “Skippy” cartoons in Technicolor, based on the familiar cartoon strip
by Percy Crosby, which Crosby will produce
in Hollywood. The Skippys will be released
starting August
ing season.
The
lows :

UA

15, the start of UA’s

feature
Samuel

product

schedule

sellfol-

Goldwyn

“Dead End,” stage success now under the
direction of William Wyler, with Sylvia
Sidney, Joel McCrea, Humphrey Bogart,
Wendy Barrie, Claire Trevor and Allen
Jenkins; “Stella Dallas,” which King 'Vidor
directed, with Barbara Stanwyck, John
Boles, Ann Shirley and Alan Hale, and
which

is in the cutting room; “The Hurricane,” by Charles Nordhoff and James
Norman Hall, under the direction of John
Ford; “The Adventures of Marco Polo,”
with Gary Cooper and Sigrid Gurie playing the leads.
“The

Goldwyn Follies,” a Technicolor extravaganza, with music by George and Ira
Gershwin, slated for early July production
with a cast including Helen Jepson, the
Ritz Bros., Phil Baker, Bobby Clark, Virginia Verrill and Charles Kullmann, in addition to the famous Balanchine Ballet
and Zorina; “The Cowboy and the Lady,”
new co-starring vehicle for Gary Cooper
and Merle Oberon, a Technicolor produc-

UNITED

I)H.

tion to be photographed

a

“The Diamond Trust,” from the Edgar
Wallace thriller, which William K. Howard
will direct with Edmund Lowe, Sebastian

screen-

play by Frederick Lonsdale; “You Can Be
Beautiful,” Technicolor feature starring
Merle Oberon in an original screen story

Shaw, Tamara Desni and Ann Todd; “The
First and the Last,” by John Galsworthy,
which Basil Dean will produce with Vivien
Leigh and Leslie Banks heading the cast

by Katharine Brush.
“South of Manila,” to be filmed in
Technicolor with an important cast which
will be announced shortly.
David

of principals; “South Riding,” a new Victor Saville production; “The Playboy,” a
musical by Thornton Freeland with Patricia Ellis, Jack Hulburt and Rex Harrison in the leading roles.

O. Selznick

“The Prisoner of Zenda,” famous adventure classic which John Cromwell directed,
with a cast including Ronald Colman,
Madeleine Carroll, Douglas Fairbanks jr.,
Mary Astor, C. Aubrey Smith, Raymond

Charles

Artists release during the 1937-1938 season.
This feature will star Paulette Goddard.
Walter Wanger

and

Fredric March co-starred under William Wellman’s direction, scheduled for the
cameras this month; “The Adventures of
Tom Sawyer,” Mark Twain’s most beloved
book, which will star Tommy Kelly, new
juvenile, and will be directed by H. C.

“Walter

“Knight Without Armor,” teaming Marlene Dietrich and Robert Donat; “Four
Feathers,” a new Robert Donat feature;
“The Divorce of Lady X,” starring Merle
Oberon and Robert Donat in a story by

of 1938,” near-

Kenny Baker; “Summer Lightning,” based
on a Cosmovolitan Magazine love story
by Allene Corliss with Joan Bennett and

Lajos Biro; “Mutiny in the Mountains,” a
Technicolor special with Sabu, Paul Lukas

Saville; “The Tempest Within,” which wilt
star Merle Oberon in a Technicolor feature
based on an original story by G. B. Stern.
Other London Features
Other London film features scheduled for

Vogues

“52nd Street,” with Harold Young directing a cast which includes Ian Hunter, Leo
Carrillo, Pat Patterson, Ella Logan, Sid
Silvers, Zasu Pitts, Marla Shelton and

Korda

and Raymond Massey featured; “Hell’s
Belles,” a Technicolor musical from a script
by R. C. Sherriff to be directed by Victor

Wanger’s

ing completion under Irving Cummings’
direction, in Technicolor, with Warner Baxter, Joan Bennett, Helen Vinson, Alan Mowbray and the famous Wanger Models;

Potter from John V. A. Weaver’s screenplay; two other features which are as yet
untitled.
Alexander

Chaplin

Charles Chaplin will personally produce
one picture bearing his name for United

Massey and David Niven; “Nothing Sacred,”
Technicolor feature with Carole Lombard

Henry Fonda co-starred, and with Joshua
Logan and Arthur Ripley co-directing;
“Stand-In,” with Leslie Howard starred
and Tay Garnett directing the Saturday
Evening Post story.
“Personal History,” from
tional best seller by Vincent
Madeleine Carroll heading
cast; “A

Kiss

in Paris,”

new

the internaSheean, with
an imposing
Sylvia

Sid-

ney starring vehicle; “The Illusionist,”
based on the famous stage play by Sascha
Guitry,

French

playwright,

with

Charles

Artists release include; “Dark Journey,” a spy melodrama produced by Victor
Saville from the screenplay by Lajos Biro
with Conrad Veidt, Vivien Leigh, Joan
Gardner, Anthony Bushell and Ursula

starring as a world-famous magician; “Arabian Nights,” to be produced in
Technicolor from the screenplay by Harold

Jeans in the principal
Again,” an Erich Pommer

Sylvia Sidney, Charles
nett, Madeleine Carroll

United

ARTISTS
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Boyer

Lamb

and Irwin Shaw, with John Cromwell directing an all-star cast including
Boyer, Joan Benand Henry Fonda.
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DISTRIBUTOR DICTATION IS OPPOSED
Local 306 Rebukes
lATSE Indecision
New

YoRK—Charges

of a

“royal

run-

around” were hurled at high officials of
the International Alliance of Theatrical
Stage Empliyes by New York operators’
Local 306, lATSE affiliate, this week after
a second unsuccessful attempt had been
made by the New York group to get Washington headquarters to back up intervention in the Max Fleischer studio strike
here.
The controversy had its inception June 8
when Local 306 asked Washington headquarters officials of the lATSE to sanction putting all Fleischer Cartoon product
on the “unfair list” in retaliation for the
Fleischer Studio’s refusal to negotiate with
striking employes. Although the sanction
was reported to have come through, it was
countermanded almost immediately. The
identical procedure was repeated on Monday, which evoked the “royal runaround”
blast.
By the terms of a vote taken by Local
306’s board of directors, all members of
the local, numbering about 2,000, were to
refuse to show Fleischer product. This included all subjects of the “Color Classics,”
“Pop Eye,” “Bouncing Ball” and “Betty
Boop” series. Without a sanction from
lATSE headquarters, this order was seen
as not taking on the importance that was
desired at a time when organized pressure
on Fleischer was deemed desirable by the
unions.
No CIO White Collar Drive
New

York— While

admitting

that

the

Committee for Industrial Organization is
attempting to organize white collar workers, Richard Evans, assistant to A. S,
Heywood, regional director of the CIO in
New York, told Boxoffice this week that
the drive is not intended to extend to film
employes.
“The CIO will not attempt to encroach
upon the jurisdiction of the American Ped(Continued on page 17)

Priority of Individualism
Is Stressed by

Pair of Heroes Bom at
Virginia Meeting
Richmond,

Va. — George

Kuykendall

Jones,
Virginia

manager of Loew’s Theatre here, and
Stanley Barr, Norfolk, Va., theatre
manager, Sunday cooperated in the
rescue of Bernie Kreiselman, film
company representative of Washington, who was stricken with cramps
while swimming at Hampton Roads.
Barr swam to the stricken man and
kept him above water while Jones
rushed a dory to the rescue. Back
aboard the Morning Light, a fishing
party boat, Kreiselman recovered
quickly. All three men were attending the annual convention of the Virginia Motion Picture Theatre Owners
at the Cavalier Hotel, Virginia Beach.

York— J. Myer

Schine,

president

Radio

of

Dudley Murphy, who produced “Emperor
Jones” for United Artists in 1933, will produce four pictures during the company’s
first year, the first to go in work on the
west coast in July. This will in all likelihood be “Lust for Life,” starring Edward
G. Robinson. A second, “Bonnie Prince
Charlie,” starring Leslie Howard, will
probably be produced in England, and a
third will feature Nancy Carroll.
GB MEETS JULY 9-11
York — The

GB

national

sales con-

vention, originally scheduled for June
25-28 here, has been postponed to July 9-11.
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MPTO

of Vir-

Kuykendall, president of the Motion Picture Theatre Owners of America.
The MPTOA chief urged exhibitors to
oppose legislation and the dictates of distributors in the presentation of motion
pictures in their own communities in order to preserve the understanding of and
cooperation with the problems of civic
betterment peculiar to each locality.

the Schine Theatrical Co. of Gloversville,
N. Y., operating more than 80 upstate
theatres, has been named a director of Associated Artists Corp., new producing company which is negotiating a release arrangement with a major distributor. Willard S. McKay, vice-president and general
counsel of Universal Pictures, will be general counsel and an officer of the new
company, he said.

New

Va. — The

ginia, meeting in semi-annual convention
here Monday, heard a plea for individualism in their business endeavors by Ed

SCHINE DIRECTOR OF
ASSOCIATED ARTISTS
New

Beach,

Committee

Will

Function

Kuykendall frankly expressed his disappointment at the lack of distributor cooperation with the MPTOA ten-point program and criticized one company for not
joining in the trade practice discussions.
He voiced objection to film star radio
broadcasts and asserted that the MPTOA
radio committee would continue its endeavor to find a solution to this competitive problem.
Abram Myers, general counsel of Allied
States Ass’n of M. P. Exhibitors, emphasized the importance of revamping the
copyright laws. “The entire insistence of
the distributor in forcing the exhibitor to
purchase in blocks is based on the copyright law,” he said. He reiterated Allied’s
stand that it is necessary to divorce distributors and producers from exhibition
to assure security for independent exhibitors.
Slaps

Government

Spending

Another speaker was Col. Robert T.
Barton, Richmond attorney and counsel
for the MPTO of Virginia. He said that
the time was here for President Roosevelt
to give the same measure of assurance of
security to employer and professional man
had been given to labor under the
that Deal.
New

Attacking government expenditures,
Colonel Barton declared that “since 1933
we have been living in a era when the two
plagues of the body politic — infectious
(Continued on page 12)
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INDEPENDENTS AFTER CHAIN SCALPS
New York ITOA Selects
Committee to Wage
New

"Conspiracy"
York

—

The

War

Independent

Theatre

Owners Ass’n of Greater New York this
week declared itself in a “fight to a finish”
against affiliated circuits operating in opposition to independent theatre owners in
the metropolitan area. Harry Brandt, president of the ITOA, will immediately appoint a committee to formulate a program.
The decision came in the form of a resolution adopted at the regular meeting of
the ITOA at the Hotel Astor on Wednesday. The resolution said “that the ITOA
has recognized the fact that its members
are being forced out of business” by the
major circuits: that a "conspiracy exists”
between the affiliated chains; that the
ITOA’s pleas for “fair play” have been
ignored, and that instead of eliminating

Mayor Sig to New Code
Would Boom Building
New York — New theatre construction and remodeling in New York
City would receive considerable impetus if the long-dormant new building code is signed by Mayor La Guardia. The new regulations are expected to pass the board of aldermen.
Under their provisions, offices, hotels or apartments may be built above
the auditorium section of a theatre,
provided the theatre is separated
from other sections by solid fire
ivalls. Theatre men claim they have
long been cut off from a lucrative
source of revenue through rentals
that might have accrued if they were
permitted to build in this manner,
which the old code prohibits.

alleged “unfair” trade practices, the major
circuits have expanded them.
Gift

Resumption

Scored

This last charge refers to the resumption
of audience games at Loew and RKO theatres, which took place over the weekend.
Late this week the organization was
unable to say specifically what form the
“fight” would take.

Eastern Union Deadline
New

York — August

1 has

been

set as

the deadline for a closed shop policy in
eastern studios as the Screen Actors’ Guild
prepared late this week to open a New York
branch Monday. Kenneth Thomson, executive secretary of the Guild, arrived here
from Hollywood to establish the office. It
is understood the talent union is working
out an agreement with lATSE headquarters whereby projectionists will not run pictures not made by Guild members.

Limit on RKO
New

York — Not

more

Claims
than

"HANDSOME" IS ASTOR
PARA. ROADSHOW
New

York — “High.

Wide

and

New

New

York — “What

Price

Vengeance”

and “Fury and the Woman,” two Rialto
productions distributed by Syndicate Exchanges in this territory, will be released
through 21 of the 30 Monogram exchanges,
according to Edward Golden, Monogram
sales manager here. The contract inall of the companys’ exchanges west
of the cludes
Mississippi.
The deal calls for physical distribution
only, the pictures retaining their Rialto
Productions label.
Gets

Jam

Handy

Series

Detroit — A series of cartoon

short sub-

jects to be made by the Jam Handy company here will be distributed through
Monogram exchanges in most parts of the
country, the commercial film firm said
here this week.

Local Clearing Houses

Hand-

some,” starring Irene Dunne and Randolph
Scott, will launch Paramount’s new season
as a two-a-day roadshow at the Astor
early in July.
Paramount previously announced that
“Souls at Sea,” starring Gary Cooper,
would be the Astor roadshow but this later
was withdrawn.
Seeks

MONOGRAM HANDLES
TWO RIALTO FILMS

New

York — Exchange

branch

managers

will be instructed to work out some

form

of clearing house for their respective territories to take the place of the film boards
of trade national setup which will be disbanded by July 1. The move is being
taken as an economy measure.

Injunction

York — A suit to enjoin

Alperson to Coast

Paramount

officers and directors from putting into
effect the Adolph Zukor employment contract has been filed in the New York supreme court by Ella Hayim, represented
by counsel as a Paramount stockholder.
The company says it has no such stockholder on record.

New

York — Edward

L. Alperson,

Grand

National president, left last week for Hollywood after spending a few weeks here.
After supervising the launching of the
company’s 1937-38 program, he will return
here for another short stay. Alperson divides his time between the two coasts.

$21,176,000

of $55,000,000 in creditors’ claims filed in
the RKO reorganization proceedings can
be allowed, O. C. Doering, counsel for RKO
trustees, told Special Master George Alger
at the hearing here this week. The figure
includes the $9,100,000 Rockefeller Center
claim. Final arguments on the plan are set
for June 22.

LOEWS
New

New

York

WILL PLAY
— Loew’s

"HIT PARADE"
theatres

New

in greater

York and New Jersey will play
public’s “The Hit Parade” for the long
of the week beginning June 24. This
cludes every Class A Loew house in
area.

Rehalf
inthis

Censor Appointee

Baltimore — Gov. Harry

W.

Nice has ap-

pointed Mrs. J. Wilson Ryon, Hyattsville,
Md., a member of the Maryland Board of
Motion Picture Censors. She succeeds Mrs.
:/arry T. Phoebus, who has resigned because of disability following an automobile
accident last January in which she was
injured.

A Krroiip of ineinbers of the Virginia Motion
Pi<‘ture Theatre Owners of Virginia taken
at
the
C’avalier Hotel, Virginia Beaeh,
where
held the Seated
annual first
two-day
inid>.uininerthey
eonvention.
row, right
to

left: Sidney (iates, ehairman
of convention arrangements; Harold \ViK>d, secretary; Sam Bendheim
jr., treasurer; Sidney
Samuelsoii, vice-president Allied; Pete Harrison; Ed Kuykendall, president, MPTOA;
C'harles A. Somina, vice-president, MPTO
of Va. ; Hubert T. Barton, counsel, MPTO
of

Va. ; James Fitzgerald, secretary, Washington Film Board of Trade. Others Include iienjamin T. Pitts, of Fredericksburg;

Mayor Hoy
Greenwood,

Smith, of Virginia Bea<‘h; Leo
Stanley Barr, Herman
Rubin,

Ivan
Hosenbaum,
FTank
O'Brien, Dave
Kamsky,
Abe Lichtman, William Kippard.
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NEW

TOOLS

LABORATORIES

are today doing what

was long thought

impossible.

aid of Eastman
Films
such

Fine-Grain

they are producing

With

the

Duplicating
duplicates of

high fidelity that they equal the

originals in quality. These special Eastman
films are important

new

tools that will

substantially aid the motion
dustry. Eastman Kodak

picture in-

Company,

Roch-

ester, N.Y. (J. E. Brulatour, Inc., Distributors, Fort Lee, Chicago, Hollywood.)

EASTMAN

Fine-Grain

DUPLICATING
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FILMS

u

Musicians' Sitdovra Puffs
Whet Appetite for More
New

York — As

a result of the nation-

wide publicity obtained over a sitdown
demonstration staged at the Palace on
Broadway Saturday night, Local 802 of
the American Federation of Musicians will
continue similar performances in other
RKO houses in New York it was said this
week by William Feinberg, Local 802 secretary.
About 400 unemployed musicians sat
through five performances in protest
against RKO's refusal to place orchestras
in two of its theatres in each of the city’s
five boroughs. It was estimated that it
cost the theatre about $500 through loss
of seats, while the union expended $200 for
admissions and sandwiches on which the
men subsisted during the siege.
“We found the sitdown to be a powerful weapon.” Feinberg said. “It accomplished fine results, particularly through
sentiment brought on because of the nationwide publicity received. It was more
than worth the $200 it cost the union.”

LEFF-MYERS ZENITH
THEATRE IS OPENED
New

York — The

opening

of the Zenith,

new 600-seat house of the Leff -Myers circuit, took place Thursday evening.
Other

Theatre

Notes

The Newkirk, Brooklyn, dark for some
time, is .scheduled to reopen August 15.
Plans have been filed with the town
council for an open air theatre at Union,
N. J.
The Opera House at Bayonne, N. J., has
closed for the summer. Aaron Binkov is
the operator.
The Howard, Howard Beach, L. I., has
been taken over by Morris Winkler. The
house is one of three that Morton Van
Praag, former National Screen Service
executive, operated. He still has the other
two.

COURT

REFUSES WRIT
TO HALT BUILDING

Richmond,

Vorwerck

Va. — John

C. and

Bessie

J.

lost their fight to block the construction of a theatre at 4028 Rappahannock St. when Judge Frank T. Sutton entered an order in law and equity court
Part II, sustaining a demurrer filed by
Rappahannock Theatre, Inc., and John C.
Goode, commissioner of revenue.
The Vorwercks sought injunctions to
halt construction of the amusement plant,
for which the building inspector had issued
a permit, and to prevent the commissioner
of revenue from granting a license for its
operation.

12

Dick Merrill, left, star of Monogram’s
forthcoming feature, “Atlantic Flight,”
chats with Edward Golden, sales manager, at Monogram’s cocktail party in
honor of the transatlantic flyer given
at the Waldorf-Astoria Hotel in New
York City.

Dictation Opposed
(Continued

from page 9)

The meeting was opened at 10:30 Monday with Charles A. Somma of Richmond,
vice-president of the association, presiding
in the absence of William S. Wilder, president, of Norfolk, who was unable to be
present due to illness.
Next

in Richmond

Richmond was selected as the place for
the annual mid-winter convention, the selection made by a committee headed by
Hunter Perry, of Charlottesville, and Herman Rubin, of Petersburg.
At the conclusion of the business session cocktails were served, followed by
luncheon, and the two-day session closed
with a banquet held in the ballroom, followed by dancing and a floor show at the
Cavalier Beach Club. Leo Greenwood of
Norfolk was toastmaster at the banquet
and Sidney Gates of Portsmouth was
chairman of all convention arrangements.

Greenway
Baltimore — Fred

to Hub

Greenway,

manager

Twentieth Century-Fox just about took
over the Normandie when she sailed Europe-bound on Wednesday. Heading the
group was William Goetz, vice-president
and executive assistant to Darryl Zanuck,
sailing for London to complete plans for
a Grade Fields picture and a continental
tour. Prior to embarking Goetz was given
a farewell party by Joe Moskowitz of
20th-Fox . . . Others of the company on
the same ship were Mrs. Martin Johnson,
Director Otto Brower and a crew of 11
who are going to Africa to film sequences
for the forthcoming “Stanley and Livingstone” pictures, and Simone Simon, bound
for Paris. Edioard Small, the producer,
who may make films for Korda, and Pearl
White were also aboard.
Fellow passengers on the Normandie were
several British exhibitors, members of the

spending and insidious taxation — have had
full swing; that no matter to what party
we belong, or how much we admire our
Chief, we must call a halt . . . We must
cut down on the autocracy of bureaus from
which all have suffered; we must seek as
quickly as possible a return to a balance
in all things.

Meet

^HE roadshow opening of “The Road
Back” at the Globe Thursday night
brought out a large number of film executives, players, civic officials and army and
navy officers, among others. Among those
invited to the world premiere were Harry
Warner, Albert Warner, Frank C. Walker,
Nicholas M. Schenck, Spyros Skouras,
Howard S. Cullman, W. G. Van Schmus,
Carl Milliken, Barney Balaban, C. C. Pettijohn, Ex-Mayor Jimmy Walker, Grover
Whalen. Also attending were Robert H.
Cochrane, James R. Grainger and John
Emery, who has a leading part in the film.
Charles R. Rogers, Universal executive producer, and James A. Normanly, studio
business manager, here from the coast for
home office confabs, also were on hand.

of

Loew’s Century here, has been transferred
to the helm of Loew’s State, Boston.

Cinematograph Exhibitors Ass’n, who
toured the United States several weeks.
They were given a farewell party by RCA,
with Ed Hartley and Van Ness Philip as
hosts . . . Capt. P. C. Passman of London
arrived on the Queen Mary Wednesday to
take charge of American activities of General Register Corp., succeeding Tom Drew
. . . Though 20th Century-Fox has indicated that the Roxy personnel will not be
disturbed when the film company takes
over about August 1, most of the employes
have been advised to take early vacations.
Ampa’s first gala water carnival and
swimfest takes place next Thursday night
at the Parc Vendome. There will be “mixed
bathing,” novelty races, other amusing features and prizes. It’s also your chance to
learn how to win a Carnegie Hero Medal.
Monty MacLevy is playing host . . . H. W.
McDonnell, controller at Columbia studios
in Hollywood, arrived here by plane Tuesday to aid in the search for the missing
Mrs. William H. Parsons, his sister . . .
S. R. Kent is on a five-week vacation in
Maine . . . Jean Harlow and William
Powell pictures are making the rounds of
the grinds and neighborhoods, the headlines being what they are. Oscar Doob,
however, has asked the circuit’s theatre
managers to remove stock smiling heads
of the late star as a mark of respect.
With the rejuvenation of Screeno here,
George West has taken on some expansive
activities — mostly personal. Last week he
took over a summer place at Norwalk,
(Continued on page 20)
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Exploitation Preview Is Arranged Conveniently for Clipping and Filing for Future Reference.

TOPPER
— METRO-GOLDWYN-MAYER

(Roach)

The Cast: Constance lieiinett, ('ary Grant, iioland Young. Alan
Mowbray. Billie Burke. Virginia Sale, Ni<-k Stuai-t, Hedda Hopper.
Prodiieer: Hal Roach.
Director: Norman
V. McLcimI. Original:
Thorne Smith.
Screenplay: Eric Hatch.

What it's about:
George (Cary Grant) and Marion Kerby (Constance Bennett), recently killed in an auto accident, find themselves
confined to a low spiritual plane from which they can escape
only by doing a good deed. They select Topper (Roland
Young) as their good deed, and set about to free him from
the smug routine of the successful business man. George and
Marion, able to appear and disappear at will, lead Topper
into a series of amazing adventures, which culminate when
he is forced to flee from his irate wife. Marion accompanies
him and despite his uneasiness at playing host to a spirit
Topper has a swell time — until George appears, simmering
with absurd jealousy. More adventures follow until Topper is
completely emancipated and reunited with his wife. The two
spii’its leave, having accomplished their good deed.
WHAT to do and HOW to do it:
This
Takes a
prepared
Both
of
vertising.

film was adapted from the best selling novel, “Topper
Trip,” written by Thorne Smith. The screenplay was
by Eric Hatch, also a master of contemporary humor.
these writers should be given recognition in all ad-

Care should be taken, in planning the advertising campaign on this film, not to offend certain elements in the community with the Rabelaisian atmosphere and plot entanglements created by the author.
GIANT COMPO BOOK
Build a giant compo book to be placed on the marquee,
listing the cast and credits on the cover. Use art heads of the
cast members, in the characters they create in the film.
Have the house electrician rig up a shadow box for the
lobby, which, when placed in the light of a baby spot, reveals
Cary Grant and Constance Bennett as a pair of ordinary mortals, but when left dark by the flashing spot, and illuminated
from behind, reveals the two as a pair of nebulous spirits.
Arrange tieups at all the book stores and rental libraries

m

I

:
m;.

'

on ad displays of Thorne Smith’s books. Make “Topper” the
center of the displays, accompanied by a few stills from the
film. Print book markers, carrying a plug for the film, to be
inserted in all books lent or sold by the libraries.
An ultra-modern automobile and many pieces of ultramodern furniture were designed for this picture by the famed
designer for Esquire Alexis. Stills showing these creations
lend themselves to ad tieups with local furniture and automobile dealers. Use tear sheets from Esquire.
A model of the automobile can also be made and used as
an eye-catching street ballyhoo stunt.
INSURANCE COMPANY TIEUPS
Other stills, showing the two spectacular automobile
smash-ups, can be used to tie up with local insurance companies and automobile clubs on special car insurance.
In one sequence. Topper, after an argument with his wife,
mops his brow with a pair of silk panties, acquired during
an earlier escapade with Marion. Use this still for a tieup
with ladies’ lingerie shops.
Adlines:
an

They Dubbed Him Don
Affaii’ With a Ghost.

Juan

Two Gay Ghosts ... In n
From
His Modern
Inhibitions.

of Suinir)»la

Mad

. . .

Imagine This Wife’s Ama'/ement
“Other Woman”
Was
a Giio.st.
Man

Tile Year’s Best f’omedy .
and Two Playful Spirits.

.
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Having
a

Mortal

That

Ailventures

tlie
of

a

SWEETHEART
—GRAND

OF THE NAVY

NATIONAL

The Cast: Eric Linden. Cecilia Parker, Ko&er Innhof, Bernadene
Hayes, Jason Robards, Cully Richards, Don
Barclay, Art Miles,
Reed Howes.
Producer: B. F. Zeidman.
Director: Duncan
Mansfield. Origrinal Story: Garrett Graham.
Jay Strauss. Screenplay:
Carroll Graham.
Photogniplij : Edward
Snyder.

What

it's about:

Joan Whitney
Pedro waterfront.

(Cecilia Parker) runs a cafe on the San
Broke, she is given ten days in which to

pay her debts. Joan’s three sailor friends promote a bout between Eddie Harris (Eric Linden) and “Bumper,” champion
boxer of the navy, and scrape up money to bet on Eddie.
Eddie, however, a studious sailor, wants to go to Annapolis,
and Commander Lodge (Roger Imhof), his friend and advisor, tells him he cannot go through with the fight. Joan
tries to vamp Eddie into it, but only succeeds in falling in love
with him. Eddie finds out her original plan and, furious, gets
into a free-for-all with “Bumper,” whom he knocks out.
The bets are paid off and Eddie, off to Annapolis, asks Joan
to marry him when he returns.

WHAT

to do and

HOW

to do it:

The names to feature in this picture are those of Cecilia
Parker and Eric Linden, who are co-starred for the third
time under the Grand National banner. By this time they
should have built up a substantial following among movie
fans who like their romantic stars teamed. Stress this fact
in advertising and prepare lobby posters showing them in
scenes
around

from “In His Steps” and “Girl Loves Boy,” their previous efforts for GN. To top this, the film’s theme, built
navy life, makes it an easy one to exploit and sell.

PORTRAIT

MARQUEE

DISPLAY

Have the house artist make a cutout replica of a battle —
to place above the marquee, and put enlarged portraits of Linden and Miss Parker on it. Hang signal flags, such as are
used by the navy, around the marquee, and hire two men
dressed as sailors stationed at either end of the block on
which the theatre is located
other with signal flags.
and

to wig-wag

messages

to each

Play nautical songs over the lobby public address
on the street ballyhoo sound truck.

system

Promote a contest among high school and college graduates in the vicinity, through a cooperative newspaper tieup,
in which they submit letters telling why they would like a
career

in the navy. It might be possible to have a local Congressman, who has the power to appoint students to Annapolis, to act as judge of the contest, in which the possibility of
an Annapolis appointment could be held out to winners.
Built on the title of the picture, a local beauty or popularity contest could
Blank

be promoted

BOXING

City.”

to find the “Sweetheart

MATCH

of

ANGLE

Much of the picture’s action revolves around the efforts
of a group of sailors to promote a boxing match. This could
be made the basis of an amateur boxing tourney in your city,
getting the cooperation of a sports editor on a newspaper to
put the stunt over. A "Blank Theatre-Daily News” trophy
could be awarded to winners in the respective classes, with
the bouts held at the local fight stadium.
Commercial tieups can be made with drug and tobacco
stores on displays of Chesterfield cigarettes, which use a
sailor often in advertising posters, and with Players cigarettes,
which have a picture of a sailor on the package.
Dress ushers, usherettes and other theatre attendants in
gob

costumes, and promote a lobby display of naval
phernalia from the local navy recruiting post or a
reserve station.
Print

paranaval

throwaways in the form of a military “draft,” requesting everyone to report immediately to the Blank Theatre

recruiting

station

for two

hours’

service.

Adlines:
She Vaniiied Him Into
tlie City Before He C-ould

a Fighting Mood
Be Stopped!

She AVus the Sweetheart of ttie
Anywhere With the Sailor She Loved!
The Story of a
?'ut Not the Same

Boy and
Places!

Here Comes the Navy ...
f<»r Anything and Kverything!

the

Cast Off Vour Woes . . .
Sweetheart of tlie Navy!

a

Girl

.

Navy
.

in From
and
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BORN

RECKLESS

— 20TH CENTURY-FOX
The

Cast:

Robert
dueer:

Andrews.

What

Brian

Kent,
Milton

Donlevy,

Rochelle

Hudson,

MacLane,

Barton

Pauline Moore, Harry Carey, Chick Cliandler.
Feld. Hireetor: Mai St, Clair. Original Story:

Photography:

Dan

ProJack

Clark.

it's about:

Bob Lane (Brian Donlevy), ex-race-driver, gets embroiled
in a taxi war when, hailing a cab driven by Windy (Chick
Chandler) , he witnesses a racketeering attack on Windy. At
the taxi garage Lee (Robert Kent) gives Bob a driving job,
convincing Pop Martin (Harry Carey), owner of the company, that Bob can aid them in their fight against Barnes
(Barton MacLane), head of the rival company. As a ruse.
Bob joins the Barnes outfit, and when Barnes centers a last
smashing attack on Pop, Dan races to the garage to warn him.
Pop, however, thinking Bob is a trailer, is killed. Barnes accuses Bob of the double-cross, but Bob eludes capture, pursues
the gang in an armored cab, rounds them up and puts the
Martin company on its feet once more.

WHAT

to do and HOW

to do it:

Taking an unusual theme — a taxi war — for its story basis,
this should appeal to action-loving motion picture fans, and
with the names of Brian Donlevy, Harry Carey and Rochelle
Hudson for the marquee should draw adequately.
If your city has a fleet of taxi-cabs, no matter how many,
build your exploitation tieups around them. In some towns a
deal can be made with a cab company whereby a special taxi
will pick up theatre patrons at their homes and offices and
bring them to the theatre at special rates.
Give local cab drivers passes in return for permission to
place windshield stickers on the cars. Tire cover advertising
is also a possibility.
SAFE

DRIVING

CAMPAIGN

Use the title as a tieup for a safe driving campaign, perhaps in connection with a cab company, and arrange a stunt
with a local traffic judge whereby speeders and others who
were “born reckless” drivers are told to see the film.
Conduct an essay contest in conjunction with the taxi
company whereby persons writing the best letters on “Why
I prefer to ride in a Blank Company cab,” are given theatre
pa-s.ses and reduced taxi rates.
The title can be used in insurance company tieups, inferring that those who were “born reckless” should investigate
annuity and life insurance rates.
Place a real taxi in the lobby or in front of the theatre,
with billing on it, as ballyhoo for the picture.
Commercial tieups with Rochelle Hudson on various
products have been arranged by the studio. Contact the local
exchange for information and stills.
SAFETY

DEVICE

TIEUPS

Conduct a contest around the title in which entrants submit their lists of the most dangerous professions in the world
— such as deep-sea diving, airplane stunt flying, washing windows in sky-scrapers, etc. Longest and most humorous list
gains guest tickets for its writer.
Use the title as a tieup with dealers in all types of automobile and household safety devices, such as blow-out proof
tires, safety windshield wipers and tire chains for cars skidproof rugs and automatic water heaters for homes.
Print throwaways as a “challenge,” appealing to “adventure lovers” by saying that if “Born Reckless” does not
satisfy their action-seeking picture habits their money will be
refunded.

Adlines:
Death Meant Notliing to Him
Woiid Better Than a CJood Fight!

.

.

.

and

He

Dare-Devil . . . T«o-Kiste<l Kigliter . . . and
Kaee-Driver Finds a Job to His Liking!
Guaranteed
to
Picture You’ve Seen
Faeh

Be
the Faste.st,
Tliis Year!

It’s a AVar to tile Death
Other Out of Hnsiness!

...
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IT HAPPENED
— PRINCIPAL-20TH

OUT

WEST

CENTURY-FOX

The Cast: Paul Kelly, Judith Allen. Johnny Arthur. LeRoy Mason,
Reginald Barlow, Steve Cleniento, Nina Conipana. Producer: Sol
Lesser. Director: Howard
Bretherton. ttrigiiiiil Story: Harold Bell
Wright.
.Screenplay: Jlaii Snell, Harry (lhandlee. Photography:
Harry Neumann.

What it's about:
As field representative for a trust company, Dick Howe
• Paul Kelly) tries to prevent Anne Martin (Judith Allen), from
turning her ranch into a dairy, thereby endangering her inheritance. During the course of events, with Howe, posing as
a milk expert, being hired as ranch manager, he becomes embroiled with Travis (LeRoy Mason), the ranch foreman, who
is plotting with Middleton (Reginald Barlow) to gain control
of the property in order to cash in on a silver deposit. Travis,
learning the real reason for Howe’s presence, exposes him to
Anne, who orders the easterner off the ranch. Howe accidentally discovers the secret of the hidden silver, rushes back, eluding
an ambush set by Travis, and forcibly prevents Anne from
selling out, just as she is about to sign the property away.
WHAT

to do and

HOW

to do it:

Taken from another of Harold Bell Wright’s widely-read
outdoor novels, this is distinctive chiefly because of the appearance in the starring role of Paul Kelly, who hereby forsakes his usual tough-guy characterizations. Give Kelly, Judith
Allen and Johnny Arthur marquee mention, and be sure to
credit the original story to Wright, whose name means more
to the marquee for some situations than do the actors.
WESTERN LOBBY DISPLAY
Deck out the lobby in the decorations usually employed
to exploit a western picture, spelling out the picture title
in rope on a compo-board base, costuming ushers and usherettes in cowboy outfits, and playing range ballads via recordings over the public address system.
Throughout the film the story is dominated by the search
for a hidden silver deposit. This suggests the revival of the
old standby, a Treasure Hunt, offering merchandise prizes.
Such a hunt can be staged in various ways, through buried
names in classified newspaper ads, clues on street posters
and in shop windows, etc.
Plant stills showing Kelly amidst the dairy machinery on
the ranch with local groceries and milk dealers.
Tie up with bookstores on Harold Bell Wright novels.
Kelly plays a tenderfoot, who has never been West before. Using this as the basis, hold a “Tenderfoot” shooting
contest on a clay-pigeon shoot or a rifle target gallery.
The ever-successful “Junior Rodeo,” at which children
attend a matinee performance dressed in cowboy attire and
hold a roundup on the theatre stage, preceded by a parade,
can be used to advantage on this film.
HISTORICAL

ESSAY

CONTEST

The title can be made the basis of a history essay contest in local schools, or as a puzzle contest in a local newspaper, in which entrants submit what, in their estimation, is
the most important historical event which has “happened out
west,” or turn in the longest and most correct list of such
happenings. Such events as Custer’s last stand, the California
gold rush, etc., are examples.
If your theatre is located near a silver mining region,
work out a lobby display with samples of the raw ore, the
refining process and the finished product. If ore samples
cannot be obtained, a series of illustrated posters showing the
development of the process would make an educational display.
Costume a man as a grizzled silver miner, with shabby
clothes, a pick and shovel, and a burro, and have him go
about the streets as picture ballyhoo.
Adlines:
Uis Job Was
Lo.se the lianch!
A
.

,

.

.

.

.

.

.

.
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Ranch

Lose
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Tale of flie West: ... as Only Harold
ami Another Thrilling; Motion Pietiire!
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With
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Girl’s
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Who

...

Bell

He Was Sent Out West to Save This Girl’s
and Succe(*ded l>y Marrying Its Owner!
A

a

to Make

His

New
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So
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From
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Wouldn’t
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It
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Way
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.
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Rebukes lATSE
(Continued from page 9)
eration of Labor,” Evans said, denying reports that stenographers and office help
at film exchanges were the object of a CIO
campaign.
The drive to organize the white collar
workers is being carried on by the United
Office and Professional Workers Union,
Evans said, but because the AFL has virtually sewed up the exchange field, the
United union will concentrate on unorganized groups.
Form

Wilmington

Wilmington,

Lab Technicians' Plaint
Before NaH Labor Board
New

Union

Del. — Theatre

staff

men

throughout Wilmington, including assistant managers, have formed a union here
known as B-94 Special Department, International Alliance of Theatrical and Stage
Employes, affiliated with the American
Federation of Labor. The union boasts a
membership of more than 50 workers and
is confined to theatre men from assistant
managers down, not including, however,
projectionists or any other service men
already organized.
Bayard J. Barnes was elected president;
Hardwick Poselli, vice-president: Charles
Pesce, recording secretary: Leonard Howard, financial and corresponding secretary:
Lawrence Poselli, treasurer, and Merritt
Pragg, business manager. Barnes, Howard and Pragg are assistant managers of
three Warner theatres in Wilmington.
Capital

Union

Still

Washington — Although

Film

Ex-

change Employes Local Union No. B-13,
lATSE, accepted for the time being a
compromise in their recent wage demands
they have authorized a committee to confer in New York with representatives from
the major film companies. This delegation headed by business representative
Forrest Ormes will include Donald McCann
(Col) Local union’s secretary, Mark Turner (M-G-M) , financial secretary, and
Lawrence Ady (RKO), union member.
The temporary settlement in weekly
wages is listed as follows: Head shipper
$38, as compared to union request for $55
and former approximated average wage
$25 to $32.50; assistant shipper $28, union
request $45, former average wage $18 to
$30; second assistant shipper $23, union
request $45, former average wage $18 to
$30; head inspectress $23, union request
$30, former average wage $18; inspectress $20, union request $27.50, former average wage $14; head poster clerk $28,
union request $55; assistant poster clerk
$23, union request $45.
Night work rates an additional $2, 40hour week with vacation and time off arrangements will remain as formerly.
Film
New

Union

York — The

Chartered

lATSE

furthered

its in-

vasion of New York exchanges on Tuesday when it climaxed a drive of two
months by presenting a charter to Local
5B1, newly formed exchange employes’
union. Joseph Basson, president of operators’ Local 306, who is in charge of the
drive, claims a membership of 300 in various local exchanges. Wage scales will be
negotiated by a union committee appointed to confer with home office executives.
BOXOFFICE
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National

Labor

Rela-

Calendar

Is Crowded

The complaint was filed by Vito A.
Marcantonio, former congressman, who is
counsel for the union. Mrs. Elinore M.
Herrick, regional director for the NLRB,
said a hearing did not appear probable for
a number of weeks due to a crowded calendar.
The controversy is an aftermath of what
Marcantonio termed “scab” conditions in
the laboratories.
“We’re going to insist on a new contract
at every laboratory, particularly where it
concerns job security,” Marcantonio told
Boxoffice.

Trying

the

York — The

tions Board had before it this week a complaint filed by the Film Technicians Independent Union against officials of 10 metropolitan laboratories over the union’s attempt to hold an election in each of the
plants for the purpose of choosing representatives for collective bargaining.

Philadelphia and Washington are represented i7i this group of Paramount
delegates to the company convention
in Hollywood last week. Left to right:
J. E. Fontaine, Washington; E. W.
Sweigert, P. A. Bloch and U. F. Smith,
all of Philadelphia.

PAUL BURGER DIES
AFTER LONG ILLNESS
Los Angeles — Paul F. Burger, on the
writing staff of 20th Century-Fox studios,
died here Thursday after a long illness.
Burger’s last production had been “Charlie Chan at the Olympics” for which he
wrote the original story.
Previous to his 20th Century-Fox connection, he had been in the distributing
end of the industry, with M-G-M as sales
promotion manager and with United Artists as assistant to the president.
Burger, who was 46, is survived by his
wife. Rose Burger, a niece of Nicholas and
Joseph M. Schenck; a daughter, Hope,
and his parents. Interment was at Forest
Lawn Memorial Park, Glendale, Cal.

A1 Boasberg Dead
Hollywood — A1 Boasberg,

45, film

and

radio writer, died here early Friday of a
heart attack. He wrote the script for the
latest Marx Brothers picture, and also the
dialogue for Jack Benny’s radio program.

He

claimed

the

union,

com-

prising members who, he said, recently
broke away from the International Alliance
of Theatrical Stage Employes over a dispute involving back dues, is represented
“over 90 per cent” in each of the ten
Fort Lee Quiet
plants.
A strike that virtually tied up production
at the Consolidated Film Industries plant
in Fort Lee, N. J., recently was settled
when the lATSE signed a two-year agreement with Consolidated to represent the
workers. Marcantonio charged the deal
was made without voice of the workers and
predicted that an election would find the
Film Technicians’ group replacing the
lATSE.

The complaint requesting representatives
to appear before the NLRB is against Ace
Laboratories, Movie Film Laboratories,
Mecca Film Laboratories, Paramount Pictures, Du Art Film Laboratories, Consolidated Film Industries, De Luxe Film Laboratories, H. E. R. , Du Art Titling Service
and Warner Cellulose Products, Inc.

New 20th-Fox Counsel
New

York — A

new

law

firm,

Dwight,

Harris, Koegel & Caskey, will handle outside legal business for 20th Century-Fox.
Outside counsel formerly was Hughes,
Schurman & Dwight, from which Dwight
and other members have withdrawn to
form the new film. Associated with Dwight
are Ralph S. Harris, Otto E. Koegel, John
F. Caskey, Frank C. Fisher and Frederick
W. Pride.
ESTELLE TAYLOR P. A.'s
Philadelphia — Estelle Taylor this week

is heading the stage show at the Earle
Theatre here, following with similar personal appearances in Washington and
Pittsburgh.
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Blumenthal's GN Contract
Calls for Stock Options
New

York — A. Pam

Blumenthal,

whose

three-year contract as vice-president of
Grand National films will be submitted to
the stockholders for approval at the company’s annual meeting July 20, will be
paid for his services in options to acquire
common stock, in addition to his cash
salary of $1,000 a week. Following the
approval of Blumenthal’s contract he will
receive options to acquire 10,000 shares in
August, 1938, at $3 per share; 10,000 shares
in August, 1939, at $4 per share and 10,000 in August, 1940, at $5 per share.
To Director’s Board
Blumenthal, whose contract as vicepresident becomes effective Aug. 1, 1937,
will become a member of the Grand National board of directors on June 30, 1937,
replacing Charles L. Stillman, whose resignation takes effect on that date. Stillman,
the treasurer of Time, Inc., represented
that corporation on the original Grand
National board.
Blumenthal’s contract resembles in certain provisions that of Edward L. Alperson whose employment agreement as president of the corporation, entered into for
a five-year period from May 1, 1936, calls
for a cash salary of $1,000 per week and
additional fixed compensation payable in
common stock. This is to be paid over the
five-year period in the amounts of 15,000
shares for the year 1936, 20,000 shares per
year for 1937, 1938, 1939 and 1940, and
5,000 shares for the period from January
1, 1941 to May 1, 1941.
GN

Reports

Loss

Alperson’s employment agreement also
called for additional percentage compensation as follows: 10 per cent of the adjusted net profits of the corporation for
each calendar in excess of $500,000 and

up to $1,000,000; IV2 per cent of such
profits in excess of $1,000,000 and up to
$1,500,000; 5 per cent of such net profits
in excess of $1,500,000 and up to $2,500,000, and 21/2 per cent of such net profits
in excess of $2,500,000 and up to $5,000,000;
such net profits to be before deduction of
federal or state taxes on income or undistributed surplus.
Report of Grand National Films for the
fiscal year ended April 3, 1937, showed a
net loss of $636,201 after provisions for
depreciation and amortization of fixed
assets, interest, provisions for doubtful adductions.vances to producers’ taxes and other de-

MILSTEIN PREDICTS A
BIG REPUBLIC YEAR
New

York

—

More

than

50

Republic

salesmen from exchanges in the eastern.
New England and mideastern sections of
the country heard predictions about bigger
and better films among the 54 pictures for
1937-38 from J. J. Milstein, vice-president
in charge of sales, who opened the company’s final regional convention at the St.
Moritz Hotel here on Monday.
E. M. Schiiitzer, eastern sales supervisor. i>resiciefl during the meeting which culminated in a
(iinner and
entertainment at the hotel in the
evening. Others from the home
office who
attended were O. C. Schaefer, secretary and treasurer; Sam Hacker, manager
of the contract del)artment; A1 Adams, director of advertising and
puidicity; William Saal, L. H. Sills and A. L.
Pindat.
I>elegates from the east present at the meeting
were: New Vork--Herman
Gluckman, D. M. Sohmer, Jack Bellman. Kohert Kannon, Dave Black.
Martin Harra and Sidney Picker; AU>aii> — B. H.
Mills. W. A. Kyan. S. Millberg, and Mary Hawkins; Buffalo — Jack Berkowitz. N. R. Sodikman
and Howard
M<Pherson;
PhihKlelphia — Harry A.
EaVine. W. C. Karrar, Jerome Lewis and Frank
Hammerman;
Washington — Sam
Flax, Jake Flax
and M. R. Oletsky.

•pHAT singing
been booked
appearance at
heim jr. Snub
dian of silent

cowboy, Tex Ritter, has
for a two day’s personal
the Venus by Sam BendPollard, well known comefilms, will also be on the

program.
George Jones, Loew’s popular manager,
had to call off that All-Richmond Revue,
scheduled to be staged by Gene Ford, owing
to lack of suitable talent over the age limit
set by the Virginia child labor law.
H. F. Moore and L. H. Mills of Charlotte,
N. C., have leased the closed Cockade Theatre in Petersburg and will reopen immediately with a policy of second runs and
action pictures.
Jimmy Craig, manager of the Vista Theatre, Alta Vista, has turned the theatre
over to the church people for their Sunday
services during the summer.
George Coleman jr., owner of the Clintowood Theatre, Clintwood, was married
recently to Miss Hazel Hemming of Big
Stone Gap.
The “Willys Surprise Show” was broadcast from the Mosque last Sunday night to
a capacity “free” audience. This weekly
Mutual network broadcast, which features
Kay Kyser and his band, has been playing
from a different town each Sunday night,
with plenty of cash customers being taken
away from the films. Another of the many
problems faeing the industry.

B lU IF IF A IL Cl
MISS MARGARET GUETH, secretary of
MPTO, was hostess to over 50 Buffalo
filmites at an annual spring party, held
at her home June 5.
Miss Ruth Becker, daughter of Al. G.
Becker, Becker Theatrical Equipment, Inc.,
will spend the summer as director of one
of the Little Theatre communities in New
England.
Irvin Alpern, salesman for Becker Theatrical Equipment, was married June 5 to
Miss Zelphia Rubin. The couple are honeymooning in Washington, D. C.
Completion of the reseating job at the
Palace Theatre here is expected by July 4.
Tony

Ryan has been appointed Monogram representative in Albany by Harry
Berkson who is in charge of the Buffalo
and Albany offices. Monogram has opened
an office in the Film Exchange Bldg.

A luncheon interlude of the Republic eastern regional sales meeting at the
St. Moritz hotel. New York, on Monday. Grouped around the table, clockwise from the left: Jake Flax and Sam Flax, Washington, D. C., franchise
holders; J. J. Milstein, vice-president in charge of sales; Sam Hacker, manager of the contract department; Gerald Schnitzer, so?i of E. M. Schnitzer,
eastern sales supervisor; Grover C. Schaefer, secretary. Republic Pictures
Corp.; Edward M. Schnitzer, eastern sales supervisor; Sam Arnow, Republic
talent scout; M. R. Oletsky, Washington salesman. (Cosmo-Sileo photo.)
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Shea's Century and Elmwood have put
soft baseball teams in the field and with
Lafayette and Basil theatre teams will
form a city theatre league. Other Shea
theatres have organized golf tournaments.
Adverse court rulings have eliminated
that boxoffice-menacing dog track on the
outskirts of Buffalo. The track was sold
for less than $1,000 and unpaid taxes.
BOXOFFICE
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set on ten of the 36 features scheduled for
United Artists release during the coming
season. All are either finished or nearing
completion.

United Artists Hikes
Exploitation Budget
New

York— United

Artists’ budget

for

exploitation in the field during the coming season will probably exceed $150,000,
more than double that spent during the
past year, Monroe Greenthal, director of
advertising and publicity, told the company’s convention here Tuesday.
“The days when the publicity department
of a motion picture organization can function separately or independently from the
sales division are definitely over,” said
Greenthal, who told the salesmen that increased cooperation with the sales force
during the past year in spots previously
overlooked in favor of key situations built
up grosses to many times the anticipated
figure.
Hal Horne, associate producer for Walter Wanger, described Wanger’s production plans for the new season.
Korda
New

Buys

Donat

York— Edward

formerly

vice-president of Reliance Pictures releasing through United Artists, has sold his
personal contract with Robert Donat to
Alexander Korda who will star the English
actor in “Clementina,” originally scheduled for production by Small. Small sailed for England Wednesday for a stay of
at least four months during which he may
accept a production
studios in London.
Ten

berth

Releases

Hollywood — Release

at Korda’s

Set
dates

release dates on the others are: “Knight
Without Armor,” July 23; “Walter Wanger’s Vogues of 1938,” July 30; “Stella Dallas,” August 6; “The Prisoner of Zenda,”
August 20; “Dead End,” August 27; “The
Adventures of Tom Sawyer,” September 17 ;
“52nd Street,” September 30; “Nothing
Sacred,” November 19 and “The Goldwyn
Follies,” December 25.
Nine
New

“Skippy,”

York — United

have

been

Not

18

Artists’ shorts

pro-

gram for 1937-38 will consist of nine
“Skippy” animated subjects in Technicolor,
based on the newspaper cartoon strip by
Percy Crosby and produced by Crosby for
Mayfair Productions in Hollywood. The
first will be titled “The Dog Catcher,” to
be released about August 15.
To

Chicago

Chicago — George

Pact

Small,

In addition to “The Hurricane,” which
will be roadshown beginning November 1,

Meeting

J. Schaefer,

vice-presi-

dent and general manager of United Artists, accompanied by six other home office
executives, arrived here from New York
on Thursday, following the close of the
first UA sales convention, to confer with
the midwestern and west coast group of
district managers and salesmen on the
company’s product lineup and selling policies for 1937-38.
In addition to Schaefer and A. W. Smith
jr., sales manager; Harry D. Buckley, vicepresident in charge of corporate affairs;
Jack Schlaifer, western division manager;
Monroe Greenthal, director of advertising
and publicity, were present.

Studios Pag Well
for Broadway Hits
New

York — Two

Broadway

smash

hits

were sold for films this week. RKO bought
“Room Service” for $255,000, setting a new
record price since talking pictures, and
M-G-M
comedies.

obtained the film rights to “Excursion” for a reported $125,000. Both are

RKO won in a race for “Room Service”
by outbidding Warner by only $5,000, the
deal being consummated on Tuesday following a week of conflicting rumors on the
reported sale of the play to Warner.
The price is the second highest ever
paid for a stage production by Hollywood,
the record being claimed by Anne Nichols
who reveals that Paramount paid her
$300,000 for the silent film rights to “Abie’s
Irish Rose” in 1927, the deal also calling
for half the picture profits.
Another high this season was the $200,000 paid by Columbia for “You Can’t Take
It With You,” Pulitzer Prize winner.
“Excursion,” a piece of whimsey about
a ferry boat which puts out to sea, will be
on M-G-M’s 1937-38 production schedule.

FOX

FILM DISTRIBUTING

Albany — A certificate

has

DISSOLVED
been

filed in

the office of the secretary of state dissolving the corporate existence of Pox
Film Distributing Corp., New York City.
Papers were filed by Hughes, Schurman &
Dwight,
York
City.attorneys, 100 Broadway, New

Scenes from the United Artists eastern regional convention Monday in New York. The lower photo is a long shot of
the convention room at the Waldorf-Astoria. The three upper left scenes show, left to right: Bert Steam, Cleveland:
Charles Stern, New York; A. W. Smith, general sales manager; Robert Mochrie, Atlanta; Thomas Spry, Boston, and
Harry Gold, eastern division manager.
Harry Gold, eastern division sales manager, left, being congratulated on his victory in the George Schaefer drive by
Jack Schlaifer, right, who brought his western division into second place.
Arthur Kelly, vice-president in charge of foreign distribution; Harry
eral sales manager. (All photos by Metropolitan) .
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Buckley, vice-president, and A. W. Smith, gen-
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BROADWAY
(Continued from page 12)
Cenn., which includes a barbecue lodge
with all the trimmings and capacity for
50 persons. The main house, George
beasts, has six rooms and a roof. A flight
to Chicago to witness the Louis-Braddock
bout rounds out the celebration.

Eastern
sales convention
in
New
Yorkdelegates
aboard totheRKO’s
convention
special. Left
western sales manager; Ed McEvoy, eastern and
Jules Levy, general sales manager; Milton Berle,
bed the RKO boys bon voyage; Ned Depinet,
Reisman, foreign sales manager.

Los right,
Angeles
as they
left
to
Cresson
Smith,
Canadian sales manager;
star of “New Faces,” who
vice-president, and Phil

FORMER
^HERE is little rest for busy local film
folk now that the round of summer
activities are upon them . . . Eddie Fontaine leads his Paramounteers away to the
Cincinnati regional. In the group, Vince
Dougherty, Bob “Beau Brummel” Grace,
Herb Thompson, Jack Bryan, Harley Davidson (not a Motorcycle) and Bernie
“Kilarney” Kreiselman — Bernie’s motto on
this trip will be “don’t go near the water”
. . . Jack Bryan’s wife, by the by, is recuperating nicely from a Columbia hospital appendectomy . . . pretty Beverly
Carol Bell, Ray’s tiny daughter, is also doing well at Sibley recovering from appendix minus.
Sam and Jake Flax hopped off to the
Republic New York regional . . . Fred
Rohrs with his United Artists selling corps,
Mark Silver, Bob Campbell and Fred Saunders, also were conventioning . “Mac” McKinley, newcomer from Charlotte, holds the
local fort . . . The Belasco starts the hot
season with only night shows — no matines. . . Maynard Madden and assistant.
Nelson Smith, are proud of the Metropolitan’s freshly bought rose and blue drapes
as a new stage setting . . . According to
Louis Bernheimer’s publicist. Will Whitney, the Newton will be an innovation in
modern cinema shops with no garish displays of current, or coming attractions, on
the outside to mar the architectural art
— so there.
Sidney Lust has already announced films
of the Joe Louis-Jim Braddock fracas will
occupy his Hyattsville and Mt. Rainer theatre screens . . . Henry Hiser is a sure
thing for the fight flickers at the State . . .
Art Jacobson moves into his new National
Screen Service Headquarters in Pilmrow
the middle of July . . . George Nathan is
a newcomer here with Art . . . Loew’s local exchange Bergerites now labor in aircooled comfort . . . Colonel Long, Loew’s
executive, visited the Barron offices while
passing through . . . Carter Barron, incidentally, tossed quite a swell party at a
Bavarian restaurant for the tongue-twisting Herman Bing and dramatic gourmets,
20

Col. A. Ralph Steinberg, president of
Radio and Film Methods Corp., has been

BURLESC3UE

PUSHES
New

Morris Rosenthal, who operates the Majestic, Bridgeport, Conn., and Mrs. Rosenthal gave a cocktail party aboard the
Carinthia Monday to celebrate their 11th
wedding anniversary . They’re cruising on
the boat now . . . Charles Light, export
manager for Alexander Film Co., left June
19 for a business trip across Canada, stopping off at Toronto, Winnipeg, Vancouver
and other places. He then planned to attend the Alexander sales convention at
Colorado Springs, Colo., early in July.

PERMIT

York — The

N.

Y.

FIGHT

state

supreme

court has set June 21 for a hearing on the
petition of Mormen Theatres, Inc., operators of the Oriental Theatre on Broadway,
to compel License Commissioner Paul Moss
to issue a license for the exhibition of
motion pictures and colored revues at the
Oriental, one of the city’s 14 former burlesque houses recently padlocked by Moss.
The petition states that the Mormen
firm is in no way connected with the old
corporation that operated the Oriental at
the time Moss clamped down on burlesque.
To show good faith the new corporation
has agreed to accept a short term license
and grant Moss the privilege of withdrawing it, if a reasonable doubt is shown to
exist over the quality of the “flesh” shows.
Seeks
New

Fox

Brooklyn

York — Samuel

L. Chess, counsel

for

To Hear Dismissal Motion
York — The

motion

by RKO

to dis-

miss the suit brought by Samuel Shipman
and Clara Lipman will be heard June 26
before Federal Judge John M. Woolsey.
The complaint charges infringement of the
plaintiffs’ play, “Depend on the Woman,”
in the RKO picture, “I Dream Too Much.”
An injunction and accounting of profits
are asked.
Franklin
New

York — The

Sues

Franklins

Brookin

For reasons best known to themselves,
RKO has taken a most valuable property,
a name such as Marilyn Miller, which happens to be the real monicker of a 16-yearold contract player, and changed it to
Dorothy Vernon, which happens to belong
to a delectable dish recently featured on
Broadway in “Red, Hot and Blue” . . .
Dick Grace, famous stunt flier, has been
signed to do the screen play for Monogram’s “Atlantic Flight,” which will feature Dick Merrill.
Booming business note: Mickey Mayer,

Fee

petitioning creditors and stockholders of
the Fox Brooklyn Theatre and office building, has filed application in federal court
for an allowance of $20,000 for legal services rendered in the reorganization proceedings of the Flatbush Ave. and Nevins
St. Corp., owners of the property. Francis
J. Quillan also filed a petition for $2,000
for legal services.

New

named chairman of the Broadway Ass’n
committee on the World’s Fair . . . Lionel
Toll, ITOA publicity man, and Frank Boeder of the Columbia publicity department,
are collaborating on a column in New
York Amusements . . . Mr. and Mrs. Lawence Weingarten were to sail Saturday
aboard the Berengaria for Europe. Weingarten has just been given a new term
contract as M-G-M producer.

Corp., through

Harold B. Franklin, its assignee, this week
filed suit in federal court against John J.
Franklin, Birdie Franklin and Jay-Jay
Theatres Co., to recover $7,500 allegedly
advanced by Brookin to Franklin in connection with a Honolulu theatrical deal.

son of Arthur Mayer, purveyor of “thrill
pictures” at the Rialto, is en route to
Russia . . . Y. Frank Freeman jr. wheedled
a round-the-world trip out of poppa for a
graduation present.
Just hatched; Manny Gottlieb and David Melts have formed the Cinema Equipment Co., with offices at 358 W. 44f/i St.
... A new agency to seek out literary
works suitable for production on the stage
and screen has been started by Catherine
Cartier and Dae Colahan . . . Nat Saland
blossomed forth this week with new headquarters for Mercury Laboratory on the
11th floor of 723 Seventh Ave. . . . Motion
Picture Lighting and Equipment Corp. will
change its name to Charles Ross, Inc.,
effective July 1,
Janet Rosenthal is the new secretary to
John Harrington of the Monogram advertising production department. The contract
department is complete under the leadership of Lloyd Lind, assisted by Curtis
Ketchum, Toabe Baron and Alice Morahan
. . . Betty Dolar, secretary to Leo Blank,
Warners’ midwest district manager, and
Pearle
Fireman, cashier at the company’s
York.
Chicago branch, are vacationers in New
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OPINIONS

ON

CURRENT

FEATURE

PRODUCTIONS

spasms of merriment. Allan Jones and Maureen O’Sullivan
capably carry the love interest. Margaret Dumont is, as

20th Century-Fox (746)
100 Minutes
Rel. July 2, '37
Pictorial grandeur, historical accuracy and dramatic
sweep are so deftly combined in this feature as to rank it
in the top flight of money-making films and to assure
its wide acclaim in any theatre. The narrative, based on
the lives of the slave traders of the 19th century, has the
smart tang of adventure on the high seas, but misses
the spontaneity and verve which would have made it
epochal. Warner Baxter plays his sombre role with care
and intelligence: Beery as the squeamish mate is capital;
but top honors go to Mickey Rooney, who, as an insouciant
cabin boy with a yen for rum and fisticuffs, gives a
matured and amusing performance. Elizabeth Allen, as

usual, perfect as a foil for Groucho’s
by Sam Wood.

broad

humor.

Directed

Baxter’s wife, shows a pleasing
scenes. Tay Garnett directed.

Groucho,

Allan

Jones,

Maureen

M-G-M (730)
105 Minutes
Rel. June 11, '37
Those men are here again — the merry, mad Marx brothers with a bumper crop of gags and laughs that will have
the customers rolling in the aisles and the dollars rolling
into the cash drawer. This latest offering of the trio ties
— if it doesn’t top — anything it has ever done. Smart
scripting and direction give free rein to the avalanche of
laugh-compelling situations which follow each other at
rapid-fire speed, in no way hampered or stilted by plot
structure. Just enough romance and music is interpolated
to give audiences a chance to catch their breath between

O’Sullivan,

Chico

and

Margaret

Harpo
Dumont,

Marx,

Leonard

A Day at the Races
First National

(

)

Ceeley, Esther

F

90 Minutes

Waryier

Muir.

Rel.

Claude

regardless.

Directed

by

Bob

It Happened

Arthur,

Out West

F

M-G-M

LeRoy

Miss

Living Dangerously
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70 Minutes

Rel.

and

the customer getting a grand- evening’s
tertainment. Directed by Edwin L. Marin.

en-

Rice, June Clayworth, Barnett
Tom Kemiedy, Irene Franklin.

Before Breakfast

F

eo.n..i.v

Rel. June 18, '37
performance in

a film adapted from the popular “Elmer Lane” Saturday
Evening Post series by Richard Macauley, this can be depended on to maintain the high boxoffice appeal of the
comic. It will be a riot with the juveniles and has enough
of the gaggy situations, which have come to be expected in
a Brown vehicle, to satisfy the humor desires of every
type patron. Joe is a small-town newspaper boy with ambitions, ideas and a yen for inventing gadgets. Among his
many accomplishments is the ability to pilot a plane, which
furnishes the means for many of the gags. After the inevitable act of heroism, Joe redeems himself in the eyes of the
townsfolk, who all become rich through one of his inventions. Ably directed by Edward Sedgwick.
Joe E. Brown, Guy Kibbee, Florence Rice, Vinton Haworth,
Anthojiy Nace, Harlan Briggs, Andrew Tombes, Clem Bevans.

Riding on Air

„rama

CLASSIFICATION— A - ADULT

1

F

RKO Radio (771)
70 Minutes
A Standard Joe Brown laugh-provoking

Lister, Aileen Marson.

A

Rice

Married

Z!;',”'

the other’s wife, Kruger is dragged through a trial by the
medical council rather than divulge the truth about his
partner, but eventually finds happiness in America. Leonora
Corbett is handsome and poised, but lacks the enthusiasm
necessary for the romantic scenes.
Corbett, Francis

)

Robert Young, Florence
Parker, Warren Hymer,

Mason.

Brenon’s direction, as well as the capable acting of several
of the players, is of invaluable aid in injecting vitality into
the extended courtroom scenes. Otto Kruger has a difficult
role and handles it with finesse. He plays a prominent
London doctor who discovers that his partner has been
illegally selling drugs to cover racing losses. In love with

Leonora

(

Music

Terry Walker,
Knight.

Adept comedy direction, a laugh-crammed script and a
trio of swell performances by Robert Young, Barnett Parker
and Florence Rice, make this farcical comedy a hit, bound to
click in any situation. Dialogue is crisp and witty, the
action is fast and the whole picture is one Metro may take
bows for. Young, a gay young idea-man, clicks and makes
a quick fortune. He grants each of his best friends the
thing he wants most — and must therefore help Florence
Rice’s fiance secure an insurance policy from a milk man.
From there the story moves in highly hilarious circles, ending up with the fiance getting the policy. Young getting

GB (3617)
69 Minutes
Rel. May 1, '37
What English patrons have undoubtedly labeled a high
calibre production is handicapped by a slowness of tempo
and only intermittently effective story which relegates it to
the double bill brackets for American audiences. Herbert

Otto Kruger,

Burns. Martha Raye, John Howard.
Wally Vernon, Rufe Davis, Fuzzy

Mountain

F

foreman, secretly aware of the ranch’s silver deposits, has
been working toward the same end, but the New Yorker,
in a last-minute chase, stops the sale. Picture contains
beautiful scenic shots. Directed by Howard Bretherton.
Allen, Johnny

Me.....ru.na

obvious farce, which will be acceptable to indiscriminate audiences, will prove too much for those who
are more particular about their entertainment. Bob, forced
into a marriage with Terry Walker to end a hill-billy feud,
escapes on his wedding day and disappears. While his brother, John Howard, is held for his murder. Bob becomes involved in a series of apparently inextricable difficulties,
aided and abetted by Martha Raye. Robert Florey directed.

20th Century-Fox (745)
56 Minutes
Rel. May 7, '37
Although lacking the usual generous supply of hard riding and gunplay, this Harold Bell Wright outdoor adventure has considerable fast action neatly tempered with the
mild-mannered comedy supplied by Johnny Arthur. Paul
Kelly, as an easterner transplanted in the west, and Judith
Allen play the romantic leads with no more than average
competence. The acting honors go to LeRoy Mason for a
vigorous performance as a villainous foreman. Sent out
west to investigate the continued losses suffered by a young
girl on her Arizona milk farm, a special investigator from
New York attempts to persuade her to sell. Her crooked

Paul Kelly, Judith

F

broadly

Rains, Gloria Dickson, Edward Norris, Otto Kruger,
Align Joslyn, Lana Turner, Elisha Cook jr.

They Won't Forget

dramatic

Paramount (
)
75 Minutes
Rel. June 18, '37
From featured comedy parts to stellar billing in one jump
proves too much of a hurdle for Martha Raye and Bob
Burns in this not-overly funny burlesque of mountaineer
life and customs. Starting out with a smash, the picture
weakens noticeably as the already thin plot is washed out
completely by a series of disjointed comedy acts, and the

A combination of preachment against inter-sectional prejudices and murder mystery, this picture leaves the audience guessing as to who really murdered a Southern belle
for which alleged crime a Northerner is convicted and
lynched. It also introduces a sizeable guess as to just how
the feature will fare at the boxoffices. Certainly, because
of its highly controversial text, it will be widely discussed,
which may help garner satisfactory audiences, and those
who see it will be well entertained, despite several glaring
inconsistencies in story and production treatment. One
thing is certain — the picture will be none too popular below the Mason and Dixon line. A capable cast does much
to add to the picture’s acceptability,
Mervyn LeRoy.

in her

Baxter, Wallace Beery, Elizabeth Allen, Mickey
Rooney, Jane Darwell, Joseph Schildkraut.

Slave Ship

c n»,iv

warmth

-

-

F- FAMILY

—

F

co.„e,iy

J- JUVENILE
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SELLING

SUGGESTIONS

Make a plywood cutout of a sailing ship to place
above the marquee. String marine signal flags
from the theatre roof. Obtain anchors, compasses,
imitation ivory tusks, African water jars, spears,
etc., from a local collector or museum for a lobby
display. Prepare a log book, mounted on a stand,
with entries dealing with events in the picture.
Illustrate it with stills and plant it in the lobby.
Give away inexpensive “slave” bracelets. See Exploitation Preview in Boxoffice Jan. 30, 1937.
CATCHLINES:
The Damning Record of the African Slave Traffic .. . Brought to Light at Last!
Pages Torn From Shameful History . . . Voyages
of Terror Aboard a Slave-Ship.
Forced to Spend Her Honeymoon Aboard a SlaveShip . . . With the Gallows Awaiting Her Husband!
SELLING

ANGLES:

"Mountain

ANGLES:

AD

PICTURE

"A Day

at the Races"

See the Marx Brothers . . . Crowding
Laughs . . . Into a Day at the Races!

a Year’s

When the Marxes Go Off to the Races . . . You’ll
Go Off the Edge of Your Seat . . . With Laughter!
ANGLES:

"They Won't Forget"

Best bet for merchandising is to stress the documentary nature of the picture, selling it as a powerful indictment against class and territorial prejudices. The story resembles the famous Frank case of
Atlanta. Make an easel display of old newspaper
tearsheets dealing with this case. Have a special
showing for ministers, lawyers and judges and get
statements for publicity releases. Award prizes for
the best letters voicing patrons’ theories as to the
guilt or innocence of the convicted man.

CATCHLINES:

CATCHLINES:

I Like Mountain Music . . . and You’ll Like It,
Too . . . With Martha Raye and Bob Burns.
If Grandpa Is Old Enough to Wear Shoes . . .
He’s Old Enough to See “Mountain Music.”
Thar’s Laughs in Them Thar Hill-Billies . . .
And Plenty of Romance and Music.

Death Strikes ... in the Deep South . . . Used as
a Weapon of Prejudice and Mob Hysteria!
The Unreasoning Fury of a Thoughtless Mob . . .
on a Lynching Party.

SELLING

Secure cooperation from bookstores and libraries
for displays of the Harold Bell Wright novel, one of
his most recent best-sellers. Local distributors of
western and outdoor magazines should be interested
in cooperative ads such as “See ‘It Happened Out
West’ and then read what happens there in our
latest issue . . .” The author’s name means more
than the players, but Paul Kelly and Judith Allen
are new to westerns and should attract their regular fans. See Exploitation Preview printed in Box-

ANGLES:

"Married

Warner’s Latest Dramatic Thunderbolt
Story of Blind Injustice and Murder.
SELLING

Before Breakfast"

office

CATCHLINES:

ANGLES:

this

They Met Before Luncheon . . . Were in Love
Before Dinner . . . and Married Before Breakfast.
He Made a Quick Million ... a Lot of New
Friends . . . and a Trip to the City Jail.
They Fell in Love When He Tried to Sell an
Insurance Policy to the Toughest Milkman Who
Ever Worked Tenth Avenue.
SELLING

SELLING

ANGLES:

"Riding

on

Air"

office

April

CATCHLINES:

10,

1937,

under

title

“All

Is Confusion.”

Elmer Was a Fool for Trouble . . . and the Deeper He Got in the Quicker He Got Out!
Here Comes Elmer Lane . . . Favorite Fictional
Character of Millions of Saturday Evening Post
Readers!
FOR

MORE

SELLING

IDEAS

CONSULT

HOLLYWOOD

"It Happened

...

a

Out West"

issue.

CATCHLINES:

Cash in on the pre-sold audience composed of
millions of Saturday Evening Post readers of the
Elmer Lane stories on which the film is based. Construct a facsimile of the Post cover for the lobby
and place stickers and heralds on the magazines at
newsstands. Tie in with Brown’s ardent devotion
to baseball as player and fan by organizing a juvenile “Joe E. Brown” club. Make title tieups with
dealers in new automobiles, tires and other merchandise. See Exploitation Preview printed in Box-

AIDS

Spread the Marx Brothers all over the lobby, with
giant blowups of them individually and in groups in
various humorous poses. Rig up an animated figure
of a racehorse with cutouts of the Marxes astride
the animal. Dress three men to resemble them and
have them ride about town on a large horse. Use
the title as the basis for a display of summer sports
wear. Print throwaways as racetrack form sheets,
listing cast members as the entries. See Exploitation Preview printed in Boxoffice March 20, 1937.
CATCHLINES:
Those Three Star Pupils of the Laughing Academy
. . . The Marx Brothers ... in Another Comedy
Riot!

SELLING

Music"

THE

Plant a hill-billy band in the lobby and run reprints of the mountaineer cartoons from Esquire
in lobby easels. Tie up on the syndicated column
written by Bob Burns if it appears in a local newspaper. Promote a Burns-Raye imitation contest.
Plant three “hill-billies” on a mule-drawn cart for
street ballyhoo, carrying whiskey jugs, guns, and
liberty theatre and picture billing. See Exploitation Preview printed in Boxoffice May 8, 1937.

Give top billing to Robert Young and Florence
Rice. Tieups can be made with brushless shaving
creams, such as Young invents, dairies and steamship agencies. Make a restaurant tieup offering a
free wedding breakfast to any couples married before breakfast during the week this picture is
running. Arrange a gag tieup with an insurance
company, offering a policy to all persons against
death from laughing.
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SELLING

SELLING

Ship"

"Slave

ANGLES:

FOR

The Wild West Went Wilder When
Punching Easterner Met the Cowboys!

a

Hard-

Harold Bell Wright’s Latest Adventure Thriller
Reproduced on the Screen!
Love and Laughter Mingle When an Outdoor Girl
Meets a Two-Fisted Indoor Man!
ANGLES:

"Living Dangerously"

An attention-compelling title should prove a good
selling point. Possible tieups with local accident insurance companies using advertising copy such as:
“Are you one of the millions who are living dangerously? Take out accident insurance with . . .
and see ‘Living Dangerously’ at the . . . Theatre.”
Invite physicians to a special screening. Offer
passes for the best letters on people who live dangerously or have the most dangerous jobs. Otto
Kruger is known to American fans and Herbert
Brenon’s name may still have some value.
CATCHLINES:
The Drama of One Man Who Loved Devotedly
and Another Who Lived Dangerously!
Forced to Confess on the Witness Stand That
She Hated Her Husband and Loved His Best Friend!
His World Crashed About Him — But the Woman
He Loved Remained Loyal!
EXPLOITATION

PREVIEWS

REGULARLY

IN BOXOFFICE

BOXOFFICE

:: June

19, 1937.

Skoit
Community

Movie Mania

Sing

Vitaphone

No. 3
Columbia

10 Minutes

Neighborhood audiences never fail to enjoy the friendly atmosphere created by
these “Let’s All Sing” subjects. The present
issue dresses the singers and the band in
laughable “Gay Nineties” costumes. The
master of ceremonies introduces Wendell
Hall who encourages the audience to start
things going with “The Bowery” and “In
the Good Old Summer Time.” Andy Sanella and the boys play “Take Me Out to the
Ball Game” and then 10-year-old Jolly,
with the contralto voice, sings “Wait ’Till
the Sun Shines Nellie” in the old style
and then the way a modern miss would
warble the same number. Even the silent
patrons eventually get into the spirit and
lift their voices in song.

The Crystal Ballet
Educational

10 Minutes

The familiar Cinderella tale has been
employed in this Treasure Chest subject to
add some slight story value to newsreel
shots take at the Toronto skating carnival.
The actresses chosen to play Cinderella
and her fairy godmother successfully double for these same characters in the ballet.
While the formations and exhibitions of
skill and daring on the ice are amazing,
the indoor photography is below average
and much of the beauty of the skating
carnival is lost. Will suffice as a suitably
cooling short to be shown during the hot
weather.

The Hound

and the Rabbit

M-G-M

8 Mmutes

This is a good example of how appeal
can be built into a cartoon subject without
calling upon a magician’s aid. Through the
simplest methods its bright coloring and
roguish characters turn grief to joy — ingredients that never fail to please. The
hound that is playing football with a group
of rabbits is drawn out of range by a wily
fox, disguised as a fisherman, and intent
upon a bunny breakfast. The ruse permits
the fox to obtain a bagful of rabbits, and
just when his getaway seems certain the
hound re-enters the picture and foils the
plot. A harmonizing cartoon.

The Land of the Wends
Russell Spaulding

9 Minutes

A superbly photographed scenic with excellent narration by Alwyn Bach giving
much of the legendary background of the
little-known folk who make their home
along the River Spree. The native girls,
in their spotless starched outfits, make a
charming picture as they go about their
BOXOFFICE

:: June 19, 1937.

The Coronation
of King George VI and
Queen Elizabeth
2Qth Century-Fox
28 Minutes
The impressive panorama of Imperial power has been magnificeritly filmed in this half-hour featurette
of the colorful Coronation Day ceremonies in London. Through the medium of the Technicolor camera the
brilliant scenes during the procession
are preserved in all the warm splendor of their original hues. Unfortunately no color camera was permitted inside Westminster Abbey so
that the actual religious ceremony is
omitted from film and in its stead
a painting of a similar historical
scene is reproduced on the full screen.
The first ten minutes of the footage
delve into the past life and background of the George VI. The historical significance behind the British
royal family’s crowning spectacle is
explained in Lowell Thomas’ customarily concise and informative
narration. Then follows the procession both before and after the Abbey
scenes with only the color camera
adequately conveying the richness of
the coaches, trappings and uniforms
of this pageant. Deserves to be
shown in every theatre to offset the
false impression left after witnessing
the dull, drab black- and- while newsreels of the identical ceremony. Merits exploitation from exhibitors as
the subject has, by now, lost some
of its sales value due to delay in
showing. Edited by Truman Talley
with Natalie Kalmus as Technicolor
adviser.

21 Minutes

Dave Apollon monopolizes the screen
during the greater part of the action of
this two-reeler and, while several of the
situations garner a few laughs, his loudmouthed efforts at comedy may prove annoying to some. As a movie mogul who has
convinced himself that nothing in the studio is well done unless he takes a hand,
Apollon interrupts the producer, director,
the leader of a gypsy orchestra and even
the leading man’s love-making to demonstrate his idea of the proper technique. His
love scene with a midget ending in a whirlwind adagio is quaintly amusing and several of the specialty acts, including Yvonne
Moray and the Savoy Dancers, are good,
but it all adds up to below-average.

Steel Workers
Universal

7 Minutes

The three monkies, Meany, Miny and
Moe, have become standard cartoon characters and their antics in this latest short
follow their mischievous routine with but
slight deviation. In a new setting, atop a
steel construction job, the trio start tossing
rivets until the riveting machine decides
to put a stop to the nonsense and begins
to chase them. The usual tomfoolery with
hot rivets, grappling hooks and iron girders leads to a rough-and-tumble finish,
with the entire steel framework toppling to
the ground. Average program filler which
will amuse the cartoon fans.

Three Smart Boys
M-G-M

11 Minutes

Most amusing “Our Gang” comedy of the
season, containing a plentiful supply of
laughs for the grownups in addition to being a sure-fire fun fest for the kiddies.
Spanky, Alfalfa and black-skinned Buckwheat, to help out their pretty teacher who
wants a holiday, stage an epidemic but it
turns into a near-disaster for the trio. After painting their faces with spots they
repair to a veterinary’s office but the doc
is wise to the trick and makes them sorry
they faked illness. A lively little monkey
who dresses in Buckweat’s sweater is responsible for much of the fun.

Trailer Thrills
Universal

daily tasks almost untouched by the
changes of modern civilization. Gnomes
and other fairy tale sprites are still believed to be hiding in the ancient castles
hereabouts and the cameraman has captured many unusual shots to give this short
distinction. The musical accompaniment,
too, is of the finest, consisting of a rendition of Schubert’s “Autumn” by a full
symphony orchestra.

7 Minutes

Run-of-the-mill cartoon fare, the sole
novelty here being the use of the current
trailer craze for an original story background. Oswald, the rabbit, starts out happily on his vacation until he discovers that
his car and trailer are at odds and want
to drive in opposite directions. When they
finally hit the open road they encounter
such obstacles as raging streams, bumpy
roads and dangerous bridges. After a hairraising trip, the trailer is wrecked and Oswald arrives in Paradise Valley to find it a
23
desolate spot. Just filler material.

"I Met Him in Paris" Week's Headliner
CHARLOTTE

(Average Is 100%)

Broadway — Kid (dihihad (\VB). 1st lialf ....150
of tile Stuttering- Bishop (KN)
Sn
('arolina — Purnell (M-G-M). 1st half
110
(hii)lity Street (UKC>)
11 U
Imperial — (iirl From
Seotlaiul Yard (Para)
1st half
120
Men Are Not (iods (UA)
lOU
State — Trouble in Morooco (Col)
120
Hats Off (GN)
90
1..and Beyond the Law
(WB)
120

Top Hits of the Week
I Met Him
Omaha
Cafe

CHICAGO
11
110
105
90
90

CINCINNATI

Kid
This

11)0
110
100
110
110
110

13th

90

120
12.0
70
11(1
100

PORTLAND,

135

RUNS

Huri/uii, 14th wk.
New
York; 3rd wk.

of
at

two-a-day at
Cass. L^etroit.
wk.

of

PORTLAND,

tvvo-a-

Riverside — Nu\>
Blues (Rep), vaudeville .... 105
Stranil Turn Off the
(Para); (ioud Old
soak (M-G-M)
85
Warnei — A Star Is Bom
(UA); Feiirod and
Sam
(FN). 2d wk
100
Wisconsin- This Is My
Affair (20th-Fox);
Horida>

(20th-Fox)

110

DETROIT

MINNEAPOLIS

Adams
This Is .M.i .Affair (20th-Fox). 2d wk. :
Oh Doetor (201h-Foxl
100
Cass — Lost Hori/.on (Col), roadshow. :!d wl<.... TO
Iiowntown — Slii\es in Homhige (Ka.v), held

.\stcr- ( rime Nohod>
Saw
(Para); Hills of
Old \\>oiniug (Para)
90
('ciitur.N — A star Is Born (U.V), 3d d.t. wk.... 95
Minnesota
I Met Him
in Paris (I'aia)
UK)
t )rplieimi— Turn Off the Minui (Para)
S5
Statf — .Miiriler (hies to College (I’ara); OutrasG of Poker I'lat (RKC))
85
Worhl
Lo\e l'‘l•om a Stranger (UA). 2d wk.. 80

1th wk
'
Fox — Filt.v Uoads to Town
(20th-i''o.\). stage
show
Maili.son — .A Star Is Horn (IRA). .2d wk
!!!
Mil higan- I .Met Him in Haris (Para), stage
stiow
Palms-state — Kid Galaliad (\VH), 2d wk. ; Tlie
■Man AA lio I'oiind Himself (RKii)
I niteil .Artists- Make
\A a.\ tor 'I'omorrow
( I 'a ra )

SO
XO
SO

.85
75

INDIANAPOLIS
Alamo — Smoke
Tree Kange (Univ);
lia.'ket (GN)
.Apollo- Kid Galaliad (WB)
Ciicle- I .Met Him
in I’aris (Para)

Gold

Loew’s — Tlie.i Gave Him a Gnu (M-G-M)
Lvrii — f'Inirlie t'lian at tlie Ol.i nipies (2oilili'ox), [dus stage sliow

KANSAS

70
70
100

HAVEN
(RKC));
70
(2Uth-Fox);
)
(Para); H<»lel

90

115
120

SO
1 50
101

70

ORLEANS

Center — King of the (iamhiers (Para)
55
Ghdie- Marked
U omaii (FN). revival
55
Liliert\ That .Man’s Here Again (FN)
05
(‘rpheuni- Kid (ialahad (WB). 2d wk
70
Saenger — 'I'his Is My Affair (20th-Fox)
130
St. Charles — ('ase of the Velvet Claws (FN).... 75
State — rariiell ( M-G-M )
135
Strand - -Melotly of (he Flaiiis ( Siiecl rum ) ;
Kentnekx Blue Streak (Puritan)
GO
Tinioi We
Have Onr .Moments (Univ)
100

NEW

CITY

125
100
100
100
100
125
130

MILWAUKEE
Ganlen — f'hiistered (Best); Git .Along I.itlle
Hogies (Rejil
II5
Palace — .A Family .Affair (M-G-M); Cab Calloway on stage
125

24

YORK

(Col)
.sirand — Silent
(Para)

Astoi' — Captains ( 'onrageons ) M-G-M ) , 5th wk.
of two-a-day
Capitol — l*arnell (M-G-M)
Central — It Happened Out West (20th-Fox);
15th episode Dick Tracy serial
Criterion — The (io-(ietter (WB)
Globe — l.ost H»n-i/oii (Col), 14th wk. of twoa-day
Little Carnegie — I'lider the Bed Kobe (20thFox), 2d wk
Palace — la*t Them
lave (Univ), 1st run; Shall
We Dance (RK(')), 2d run
Paramount — I .Met Him in Paris
stage show

(Para),

Jiadio City Music Hall — 'I’his Is .M>
(20th-Fox), stage show; 2d wk
Rialto Border Cafe (PgKG)

Barriers

(GB);

SALT LAKE
< 'apil 111 — Big-

Hotel

Haywire

150
85

Business

CITY

(20tli-Fux);

The.v

(iave

Him
a (inn (M-G-M)
100
()riiheum — (io-<ietter (WE), and vaudeville .... 105
Paramount — Day at the Ha<*es, A ( M-G- M ) . . . . U)0
Southeast — (iirl Lo\es B<)y (GN); 'Z’AY> Hours
Leave (GN)
95
.siudio — I .Met Him in Paris (T^ara), holdover
2d wk
95

SAN
I'ox- I .Met Him
Courage (FN)

LOS ANGELES
riiinese— 'I'his Is .M.i .Affair (20th-Fox);
Hiek a Star (M-G-M)
riowntown— Kid Galahail (WB);
That -Man’s
Here Again (WB)
blillstreet — AAings (>\er Homdnhi
(Univ); Oh
Doetor (IRiiv)
Itollywood — Same
as Downtown
Pantages — Same
as Hillstreet
Paramount — -I .Alet Him in I’aris (Para), stage
«l'ow
State — Same
as Cliinese

PROVIDENCE
Alhee — ICIephaiit lioy (UA); There Goes My
(drl (RKO)
70
Fays — Mountain
Justice (FN), stage show..
GO
Majestic — 'I’he ti<)-<ietter (WB) ; Case of
Stuttering Bishop (FN)
100
State — Parnell (M-G-M);
The
Framenp

FRANCISCO

That

Man's Here Again (b'N). 2 da. holdover;
The (io-tietler ( \\' H ) ; Silent ihirriers (GB),
.Iiys

NEW

ORE.

Blue Mouse — M’ake Fp aiul Live (20th-Fox);
I I*romise to Pay (Col), 3d d. t. wk
105
Broadway — Hemhraiidt (UA) ; 'I’hirteenth
( hair (M-G-M)
110
Mayfair — Angel’s Holiday (20th-Fox); Nigiit
Key (Univ)
110
OipheumKid <falaha<l (WB); Hotel Haywire
(Para)
HO
Paramount — Cafe Metropole (20th-Fox): Girl
Loves Boy (GN)
120
Rivoli — Silent Barriers (GB). jilus vaudeville .. 120
LTnited Artists — A Star Is Born (UA), 2d wk...l20

05
(WB);

85
125

105

Oil

CITY

Mainstreet- Kid Galaliad (WB)
Midland — Harnell (M-G-M);
League of Frightened Men (Col)
Newinan- -I .Met Him in Haris (I’ara), 2d wk. . .
Tower— 'I'his Is .M.i .Affair ( 20tli-Fox) , stage ....
ITptown— This Is .M.i .Affair (20tli-Fox)

NEW

( dllcg* — rhe Sohiier ami the
'I’hat I ,Ma> Live (29tli-F()X)
I.,oew’s-Poli' This Is My Affair
'I'he 'rhirteeuMi Chair (M-G-M
Paramount — King <if (iamhlers
Haywire (Para)
Roger ShermanKi<l (lalahad

ME,

Fmpirc — A Star Is Bom
(UA). holdover; Secret
\alley (20th-Fox)
State- I iMet Her in Paris (Ikira); Melody
for Two (WB)

.\ star Is Bom, 5th wk. at United Artists,
San Francisco; 5th wk. at Liberty, Seattle;
3rd wIa. at Madison. Detroit; 3rd d. t. wlc..
Miiineaiiolis, 3rd d. 1. wk., Washington.

Angel’s

120

135

Orleans

DALLAS
Capitol — Song of the t'it.i (M-G-M)
( 'ajtitol — (lit -Along Little Hogie (Rep)
Majestic — Kid Galahad
(WB)
Melba — AIelod,\ for Two
(WB)
Palace — I .Alet Him in I’aris (Para)
Tower— Tills Is .M.v .Affair (20th-Fox)

170

PITTSBURGH

150

Galahad — Dallas

105

Alvin — Fifty Hoads to Town
(20th-Fox):
( harlie Chan at the Olympics (20tli-Fox) . . . . 80
Fulton — Cafe .>Ietropide (2()th-Fox). 1st wk. ..155
IViin — I Met Him in Paris (Para)
105
Stanley — (iood Old Soak (M-G-M), St. Moritz
Ice Ballet stage show
85
Warner — .Melotly for Two
(WB);
Man
Who
Found Himself (RKO), 6 days
70

City. .150

'dual) — Providence

EXTENDED

(M-G-M)

York.. ..150

Affair — Kansas

Parnell — New

Chair

150

Cuptuins <'uuruj;e<ms, 5th
(luy at Astor, New York.

Allen- Charlie ( Itan at tlie OI.Mn|ii<'s ( 20tli-Fox) 1 20
lliljpodrome Kid Galaliail (WB). 2nd wk
S5
Palace— Tliere (ioes .M.v (iirl (IIKO); .sta.ge: Rill
Robinson
115
•State — Harnell (M-G-M)
85
•Stillman I Met Him in Haris (Para), 2nd \vk..lO0

155

I Met Him in Paris — Los Angeles. .135

Gloho,

CLEVELAND

in Paris — New

Is My

OMAHA
170

Galahad — Charlotte

Parnell

Kid

.■Mhee — 'I’liey (ia\e Him
a (iiiii (M-G-M)
Capitol- .V Star Is Horn (IG\), 3id wk
Keith’.s — The (io-Gettcr (WE)
Lyiic-.-Mighl Mast Fall iM-G-M)
Palai-e--! Met Him in Haris (Para)
Shuhert — Damagetl (lomls (GN), lield over....

Him

70

85
115

Brandeis — Thunder in the City (Col); I Promise to Pay (Col)
Omaha — I iMet Him in Paris (Para); Midnight
'I'axi (20th-Fox)
Orpheum — Woman
Chases Man
(UA); The

in Paris ((3ual> —

Metropole — Pittsburgh

I Met

( 'liicago— This Is My Affair (20th-I<\)x)
Garrick-- Flephant Boy (ITA). 2d d. t. wk
Palace — As (hnul as ."Married (Uni'). Whiteman on stage
Roosevelt — Kid <;alaha<{ (WB). 2d tl. t. wk
United Artists — The.\ tnive Him. a
Gun (M-G-M)

Rivoli -Hit Parade (Rep), 2d wk
Roxy--Fifty Hoads to Town
(20th-Fox),
stage show
Strand — Kid (iulahad (WB), 2d wk

75
100
95
90

Paris

(Para);

Dangerous
95

( leary — ('aptains Courageous ( M-G-M)
Gohleii Gate — 'I'here (ioes My (iirl (RKO),
stage sliow
Orpheum —Wings Over Honolulu (Phiiv); Venus

80
110

Slakes Tr(nil)!e ((’ol)
80
Paramount — 'I’hey Gave Him a (inn (M-G-M);
.Melody for Tw<» (WH)
90
United Artists — A Star Is Bom
(UA). 5th wk. . . 90
Warfield' — This Is My Affair (20th-Fox);
Hotel Haywire (Para)
105

SEATTLE
Blue Mouse — Make Wa.v for Tomorrow
(Para)..
l-'iflli Avenue- I Met Him in Paris (Para);
Her Hnshaiid Lies (Para)
Liberty- — A Star Is Born (UA), 5th wk
Music Box — Homeo
and Juliet (M-G-M)
(.)rplieum- -Kill (iaiahad (WB); Oh Do<dor
(Univ)
l^alomar — Fair Warning
(2oth-Fox), i>lu.s
vaudeville
T’aramount — 'I'his Is My Affair (20th-Fox);
Hotel Haywire (Para)

120
120
120
105
110
120
115

WASHINGTON

50
85
100
150

Affair

in

75
100

Capitol — 'I’hey (iave Him a tiiiii (M-G-M), plus
stage show
115
(kjlumbia — A Star Is Born (UA). 3d d. t. wk...ll0
Kaiie — 'rum Off the Moon (Para), plus stage
show
85
Keitlis — As (iood as .Married (Univ)
(55
Metropolitan— Prince an<l the Pauper (FN),
2d d. t. wk
115
I’alace — This

Is

.My

Affair

(2nth-Fox)

BOXOFFICE
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19, 1937,

P R A C T 1 C A L

ID E A S

BY

PRACTICAL

NUGGETS
■^^ITHOUT
out as Ford,
much wife
as one
red cent,putting
Mrs. Gene
of
Loew’s Capitol manager in Washington,
got five senator’s John Henrys for Metro’s
“Romeo and Juliet,’’ which Loew’s may
use for advertising purposes in localities
where the statesmen are best known. Those
who voluntarily signed their approval are:
Pat Harrison, Mississippi; Robert R. Reynolds, North Carolina; John H. Overton,
Louisiana; Henry F. Ashurst, Arizona, and
Walter F. George, Georgia.

SHOWMEN

Selling Seats

Radio Made the Servant
of Detroit Circuit House
By EUGENE
Detroit — Radio,

•

•

Russell of New Haven
manent tieup on ice cream

which

can

be employed

as a useful ally to theatres if handled correctly, has been made the servant of the
Michigan Theatre, ace house of the United
Detroit Theatres chain here, twice in the
past and will soon be called into service a
third time. The occasions have been citywide exploitation broadcasts on early Sunday afternoon programs plugging forthcoming attractions at the house.

From Santa Claus postoffice in Indiana,
RKO adroitly mailed a promotional booklet plugging “New Faces of 1937,’’ using
for a front page slogan, “Santa Claus is
coming in the good old summer time.”
Bob

D. RICH

Over

Five Stations

at Once

has a persundaes at

The plan was originated by Earl Hudson,

Kresge’s. His latest was a Robert Taylor
sundae for 20th-Fox’s “This Is My Affair,’’
counter in the store.

publicity director of the Paramount affiliate, of which George W. Trendle is president. It consists, briefly, of a broadcast

•

The Milwaukee Brewers are riding the
crest of the American Association baseball
league, and Manager Jack Le Vos, manager
of Fox’s Wisconsin, to keep rabid fans posted inning by inning, has installed on the
right side of the theatre stage an illuminated score board. The stunt has proved
a good one, especially for women fans
who have a yen for theatre matinees.

•

The State, Newark, N. J., had a tieup on
M-G-M’s “Camille” with a uniformed messenger distributing written messages. WU
also distributed messages with outgoing
wires.

DIVERSIFIED

STUNTS

SELL "COURAGEOUS"
New

Haven — Loew-Poli

managers

put

their heads together in Harry Shaw’s office
this week and out came a three-page
folder of ideas to be used on “Captains
Courageous,” concocted by Erie Wright and
illustrated by the staff. Stunts too numerous to detail are highlighted:
Mounted

fish
scriptive cards.

lobby

display,

ail

sizes

with

de-

Mezzanine floor special display of ships . . .
sidewalk vessel in front of theatre.
Long distance telephone call from Freddie Bartholomew, hooked up with specially-prepared high
school auditorium in every Loew-Poli town.
10.0000 post cards.
Miniature stage in lobby set with small fishing
schooner, animated
beaver board waves, lights,
special painted back drop.
Personal stage announcements
for picture explaining highlights and prices compared to N
Y
showing.

Endorsement of superintendent of public schools,
principals, herald and
roto sheets and
study
guides. . . . Tieup with English teachers on Kipling study.
Contact sea scouts for opening day
parade
using floats . . . contest, prizes for sea and boy
■scout doing most unusual good deed . . . winners on stage.
Gloucester fishermen in lobby answering questions. on radio, speeches in schools, etc.
“Shipwre
Kelly,” the flagpole sitter, to appear in allcktowns.
Working
along lines of “Liars' Club,”
women
write 50-word letter biggest fish
ever heard.
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have
story

Manager Lou Hart set up this display
in the lobby of the Beacon, Port Washington, N. Y., to create additional interest in the 12-weeks revival of the
Bobby Jones golf series. Included were
a set piece on “How I Play Golf (title
of the series), sets of golf sticks., balls,
etc.

Plugs Anniversary Show
New

Haven — Bill Elder

celebrated

the

25th anniversary of the Bijou for a full
week, with plenty of fanfare. The Register
Boys Band was invited to the opening
and played outside the theatre prior to
entering, drawing crowds. Roses were promoted from a local florist and presented
to the ladies at the opening matinee. One
commercial window tieup displayed old
programs, pictures, etc., with interesting
copy. House to house distribution of 10,000 heralds took in short resorts as well.
Electric cutout letters on marquee top announced the anniversary, as well as flags,
and other decorations. Radio, increased
local, suburban and foreign newspaper
space, and other stunts rounded out the
campaign.

Toy Airplane Giveaway
New York — Columbia has effected an
arrangement with the Lionel Corp. of Irvington, N. J., whereby exhibitors playing
Capt. Frank Hawks’ serial, “The Adventures of the Mysterious Pilot,” may purchase a novelty that, according to Columbia, will cost them as low as 60 cents an
episode. This is a patented toy airplane
having features of interest to grown-ups
as well as children. The toy will not be
sold in stores and is expressly designed as
a theatre promotion.

simultaneously over all of the auto city’s
five radio stations, together with the entire Michigan radio network, of seven additional stations.
Hudson evolved the plan for plugging
Paramount’s “Waikiki Wedding” at the
Michigan Theatre some month’s ago. He
ran teaser ads, featuring the “radio event
of the month,” and that it would be heard
at 12:30 in the afternoon on Sunday prior
to the Friday opening of the film. The ads
did not mention the picture. All five Detroit stations— WXYZ, WWJ, WJR, WJBK
and WMBC — were used for that broadcast.
The program is tagged “Hollywood Impressions” and teaser scenes from the film
are enacted by a studio cast. A chorus
named the “Advance Men” present the situations from the picture in song routine.
Paramount

Ad Head

on Second

The initial broadcast was so successful
that Robert Gillham, Paramount ad head,
worked on details of the second one, exploiting “I Met Him in Paris,” with Hudson.

HAIR DRESSERS TIEUP
HELPS SELL PICTURE
Belleville,

III. — The

theatre

sets the

modern style, and Fred Souttar, district
manager of Fox Midwest Theatres, St.
Louis, operating on this sound principle,
has just concluded a successful tieup with
about 35 local hairdressers for Paramount’s
“John Meade’s Woman” at the Lincoln
Theatre.
A double-truck co-op ad illustrating
latest styles of hairdress in connection
with the Paramount picture was carried
in the local newspaper, and a stage show
combined with acts illustrating the latest
in coiffures was offered in conjunction
with the beauty shops. Souttar reports
such tieups with beauty shops have been
annual affairs for several years.

25

"Star Rating" System
Hit by Critic

PRODUCTION

New

Additions to and corrections of
the PRODUCTION
INDEX
for
June 12, 1937.

CHANGES
’37.

•

reatuted

thoroughly scared by the ghosts while doing it.
Herman
Timberg and Pat Rooney jrs. June 25,
TIM

First National
COMING
Alcatraz
Gold
de

Is Where
Havilland.

Great

(iarriok,

Hollywoml

You

Litel,

Find

Ann

The — Eric

Stanley.
Rogers,

Pendulum,

Lord — Boris

Brent,

Dick

The — Patric

Karloff,

Powell.

Knowles,

Beverly

Mary

Double

K(h1,

RKO
Crawford,

Loy.

William

Ames — Larry

El)h

Tide — Oscar

Empire

Is Born,

Go«kI Night
Baker.

On

Such

She*s

a

No

to

George

Homolka,
An — Joel

I.adies

Murder Goes
Karns.

Crabbe.

Arnold,

—

Jail

—

McCrea,

Lynne

Night— Karen

I.,ady — Ann

Bancroft.

son musical, “Loves Below Freezing.”
George O’Brien, in his second year under the RKO banner, will star in six pictures to be made by Condor.
Bert Wheeler and Robert Woolsey will
be teamed in a comedy.

Benny

Overman,

Roscoe

Grant

John

Richards.

Trent.

a Lew

Richard

Richard

Dorn

Reckless (..) — Action drama.
A famous racing driv'er joins the police as an undercover
agent to get the “higherups” in a taxi war,
Brian Donlevy, Rochelle Hudson. Barton MacDirector,

M.

St.

Clair.

(F).

July

9, ’37.

Lady Escapes, The (..) — Romantic farce. A young
couple decide on divorce on condition the husband gets his wife a new mate.
Their search
over two continents is fruitless, so they continue
the original union.
Michael
Whalen,
Gloria
Stuart, George Sanders. Director, Eugene Ford.
(F),

July

23, ’37.

(747).

TERRYTOON
.Mechanical Cow, The (8> — When
Farmer A1 Falfa’s
cow goes on a sit-down strike, A1 builds an artificial animal which gives bottled milk.
June
(8) — Kiko, the
tralian Champs defeat
full of
CHEST

Kangaroo, and his
the Jungle Giants
high

jinks.

June

Ausin a

11, '37.

Ballet (10) — Poor Cinderella is left sitting by the fire while her sisters attend the
fete but her fairy godmother
transforms her
into a vision of loveliness and she is the belle

of the affair. May 21, '37.
Ornamental Swimming
(10) — The girl swimmers
of the Mermaid
Swimming
Club of Toronto in
ornamental
formations above and
under the
TW

O

June

4, '37.

REELERS

Girls Ahoy (19) — Two gobs on shore leave trap a
gold-digger known
as “Shanghai
Annie”
and
save their girls’ father from a foolish marriage.
Buster West and Tom
Patricola. June 11, ’37.
ThaCs
the
beans for
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Spirit (20) — Two
a couple of fake

Returns

to RKO

after

a

year’s absence under other auspices and
will star in a Condor picture to be produced by George A. Hirliman.
“Radio City Revels,” musical revue with
a background of New York’s Radio City,
will have a cast including Bob Burns, Jack
Oakie, Victor Moore, Lucille Ball, Buster
West, Melissa Mason and others.

available

to them

are

a sound

to

have

test reel

prepared by the research council of the
Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences, for use in checking and maintaining the adjustment of sound projection
systems in theatres.
The reel will contain a sample section
of dialogue and music recording from eight
major studios.
Prints of the reel will be forwarded to
sound equipment service companies, studios and theatres.
Coincident with the announcement of
the new test reel, the council last week
disclosed that the standard electrical characteristic for two-way reproducing systems in theatres had been revised, particularly the standard covering the high
frequency end of the characteristic for
bakelite diaphragm equipped systems.
MICHALOVE

TO

Hollywood — Dan

distributor
R. Kent,

“Forty Naughty Girls” will be produced
by William Sistrom.
groom.”
Other titles are listed as: “Going, Going,
Gone,” “Romance to the Rescue,” “The
Sky’s Limit.” “The Life of the Party,” “A
Love Like That,” “Muddled Deal,” “Tom
and Jerry,” “Don’t Forget to Remember,”
“Fight for Your Lady.”

and

STUDIO

POST

Michalove,

recently

exhibitor,

an aide to Sidney

has been added to the 20th Century-Fox production staff by Darryl Zanuck.

For More Efficient — More
Economical Air Washing
The

Crystal

water.

Dix

returns

Hender-

Hollywood — Theatremen

made

Robert Sisk is down to produce “Annapolis Salute,” “Flight for Glory,” “She
Sang for Her Supper,” “Behold the Bride-

Educational

baseball game
TREASPRE

Dix

Brown-Ray

“Gunga Din,” Rudyard Kipling’s poem
which Dudley Nichols will adapt, is listed
as a new season production.

^kott5
25. '37.
Play Ball

6)

will headline

Burns.

20th Century-Fox

Lane.
(7.>X).

page

Farmer.

Demarest,

Morley,

Dvorak,

from

SOUND TEST REEL IS
PROVIDED THEATRES

Bob

Francis

William

'37.

King,” a David L. Loew production directed by Edward Sedgwick. Helen Mack, Paul
Kelly, Halliwell Hobbs, Harry Davenport,
Frank Reicher and Charles Lane are included in the cast to date.
Mitzi Green, now starring on Broadway,

Powell.

RELEASES:

Bonanza — Edward

12,

a

Franchot

Paramount
Arizona

June

Schedule

(Continued

The — Joan

Wedcling — Myrna

CO.MING

Phalon.

of

mark being as in Dorothy Parker’s
famous lines concerning a fellow-female: ‘Yet if the passing mark is
minus D, she’s passing fair.’ We
might as well be tolerant."

Thirst Aid (20) — Knobby, Joe Palooka’s manager,
is kidnapped by gangsters so that Joe won’t
be able to fight but he turns the tables on them
and
beats them
up.
Robert Norton. Shemp
Beverly

somewhat

Roberts.

RELEASES:

Bride Wore
Tone.

18, ’37.

Howard,

Taking

place of stars — a system which has
led to that amazing astranomaly, the
fractional star — the old familiar
symbols A, B, C, etc., the passing

and
the
act.

Vitaphone
Olivia

M-G-M
CO.MING

IRENE

Sheridan.

it — George

Hotel — Ginger

Pit and the
Maguire.
War

June

RELEASES:

Island — John

AND

Hamlet and Eggs (19) — The pair play Romeo
Juliet with
hillbilly accompaniment
to
amusement
of cowboys listening to their

York —

crack at the “star rating" system for
reviews practiced by the New York
Daily Neivs and in Chicago and other cities, Bernard R. Crisler of the
New York Times reviewing staff
makes this observation in his paper:
"Perhaps on the whole, the film
output being as large as it is, it would
be more convenient to grade pictures
like examination papers, using in

meddlers spill
spiritualists but

the
are

Carrier Expanded
Newark,

N.

J. — Increased

demand

finer

the

spray

the

cooler

the

theatre.

Marley

for

air conditioning installations, especially of
the residential type, has resulted in the
expansion of the design and application
force of the Carrier Corp., according to L.
R. Boulware, vice-president and general
manager. A separate department to care
for residential air conditioning has been
established, headed by George T. Long.

spray nozzles wash air more thoroughly because they provide a finer, more
uniform spray. They reduce costs because
they operate efficiently under low pressures.
These nozzles machined internally — equipped
with removable base plugs — made
in all
capacities. Write for literature and free
sample.
1915

THE
Walnut

MARl.EY
St,

COMPANY
Kansas City.

MARLEY

PATENTED

SPRAY
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FMPC FMES AS UNITS DEAL ALONE
Rumors Fig Fast
as Levine Returns
A prominent rumor topic in the film capital this week dealt with the arrival in
Hollywood of Nat Levine, ex-head of Republic, after his European vacation, and
his plans for future production activities.
Levine, who retired from Republic some
months ago, is understood to be contemplating a re-entry into the film industry,
but so far no information has been available as to his product plans, production
setup or release channels. It has been
variously reported that he will enter a
major company as a producer and that he
will return to independent production.
Although he arrived in the film city late
last week, however, he has remained quiet
on the topic and all efforts to contact him
have proved unsuccessful.

SCHULBERG RELEASE
PLANS ARE AWAITED

i

Future release plans of B. P. Schulberg,
which have been a matter of conjecture
ever since he announced that he would
terminate his Paramount contract this
summer, are expected to be announced
shortly, with Schulberg having already
lined up one production under his new
deal.
Schulberg leaves Paramount after completion of “Bonanza,” starring Edward Arnold, which goes into work July 1. It will
be the eighth and final production on his
current program for Paramount.
To be produced early next fall, “ExHero,” written by George Auerbach, special assistant to Schulberg, will be the
first film to be made on his new release
plans.

I

Lang in Cantor Film

June
I Town,”
I

Lang goes into “Ali Baba Goes to
the Eddie Cantor starrer at 20th
Century-Pox, when she has returned from
her honeymoon trip with Vic Orsatti.

Production

was temporarily delay-

Following the final collapse of the Federated Motion Picture Craft’s strike, which
had been plucking feebly at the coverlets
for several weeks, major developments on
the studio labor front late this week saw
the FMPC fold its tent and silently steal
into oblivion while the three FMPC craftmembers bargained separately for recognition and returned to work. Painters, hair
stylists and makeup artists thus ended a
walkout which had continued for almost
six weeks.

ed on Paramount’s "Ebb Tide’’ this
iveek when fire broke out in the
thick walls of sound stage number
ten at the studio. Frances Farmer
Ray Milland, Lina Basquette and
other players were working on a tropical set whe7i Director James Hogan
discovered the blaze.
Studio firemen extinguished the
fire, believed caused by an electrical
short, and damage was negligible.

Wage

KIMBALL ON BOOST
TOUR FOR GENERAL
President Fenn Kimball of General Pictures is now contacting exchanges throughout the country on a buildup of the 14
pictures the company announced would be
made during the 1937-38 season.
Eight features are to be made by Bill
Deming, new executive producer, who replaces Bob Welsh in that post. He will produce “Night Edition,” a newspaper story
by Ray Doyle, which goes into work next
week; “Circus Queen,” by Gertrude Orr;
“The Rockabye Kid,” by Edward Sinclair;
“Prison Ship,” by Alex Graham; “The
Genius Murder Case,” by Roy Evans;
“Roaring Wheels,” by Charles Dryden;
“Murder in the Air,” by Edward Lansing,
and “Substitute Prisoner,” by Max Marcin.
The General product will also include
two outdoor musicals, in color, and four
westerns, all of which will be made by A1
Mannon, recently-signed producer.
Christian Mathau has been elected secretary of the corporation.
Genera! had previously made one film,
“Three

Legionnaires,” which Welch produced. He retired from the company some
weeks ago.
SIGNS

RADIO

SINGER

Ann Graham, radio signer, has been
pacted by Samuel Goldwyn and draws a
role in “The

WESTERN EDITION Is One of the Seven Sectional Editions in Which BOXOPPICE Is Published Weekly. The
Other Six Editions Are: NEW ENGLAND, MIDEAST. CENTRAL. MIDWEST. SOUTHERN. EASTERN.
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Three Remaining Crafts
Back to Studio With
Negotiations Due

Litile Damage by Fire
at Paramount

Goldwyn

Pollies.”

Negotiations

Begin

The FMPC had already become ineffective when George Browne, president of the
International Alliance of Theatrical Stage
Employes, demanded that producers refuse to recognize it. Thereupon a conference among officers of the local unions involved in the strike was arranged and an
individual settlement quickly negotiated.
Negotiations on wage scales and working
conditions began this week with Pat Casey,
producer representative, dealing separate15' with the trio of erstwhile striking
groups. A 100 per cent union shop, one
of the major demands, has been conceded
to take effect July 1.
Thus

the stormy labor clouds over Hollywood have cleared up noticeably, with
pleas for recognition and organizational
moves by other crafts continuing quietly.
Studio office workers, particularly at Paramount, are dealing direct with studio executives on pay increases and other working conditions, while the Screen Directors
Guild, third of the three creative crafts
to organize, remained passive this week.
lATSE Wins Disputed Point
Principal loss sustained by the FMPC
strikers was their holdout demand for jurisdiction over hair stylists and makeup artists, a point which some weeks ago lost
them an earlier chance to settle the strike.
The two disputed groups go into the lATSE.
Painters will ask for a $1 daily raise, more
than the 10 per cent granted them in the
original negotiations which were spurned
at that time.

IVAN
SPEAR.
Western Manager. Suite 219. 6404 Hollywood
Blvd.,
Hollywood, Calif.. Phone GLadstone 1186. WALTER
BARUSCH.
201
Golden Gate Bldg., 25 Taylor St., San Francisco, Calif. JOE COOPER.
2417 Second Ave., Seattle. Wash.
JOHN
A. ROSE, 1620 Clarkson St..
Denver, Colo. VIOLA
BROWNING
HUTTON,
605 Utah Savings «
Trust

Bldg.,

Salt

Lake

City.

Utah.

HEARING MAY DECIDE JURISDICTION
Scenarists Have Choice of
Writers Guild or
Playwrights
Prospects of a public hearing at which
the Screen Writers Guild and the Screen
Playwrights, Inc., may fight out their
jurisdictional battle for representation of
motion picture scenarists toe-to-toe loomed this week as Dr. Towne Nylander, regional director of the National Labor Relations Board, began a series of conferences
on the matter with Pat Casey, producer
representative in labor disputes.
Would

Replace

Balloting

Nylander is huddling with
certain the attitude of the
disposition of the matter and
that he will steer his course

Casey to asproducers on
has indicated
largely upon

Casey’s recommendation. Such a mass
meeting, at which both the Guild and the
Playwrights would present their arguments,
would substitute for a proposed ballot of
all motion picture writers on which they
would choose their bargaining agent.
The Screen Writers Guild had already
filed an application with Nylander to be
recognized as the sole representative of
writers in their dealings with producers.
When the Playwrights approached the
NLRB for a similar petition they were told
the move was unnecessary as the organization already has a contract with producers
— obtained some months ago.
Academy

Leaves

Field

The Academy of Motion Picture Arts and
Sciences backed out of the picture completely after remaining on the fringes by
requesting producers to cancel the Academy writer-producer code of practice,
which was succeeded by the Playwrights
code but which was never officially discarded. The step is in line with a previous
move by the Academy to cancel its actorproducer agreement, nullified when the
Screen Actors Guild obtained closed shop
recognition, and leaves the Academy aloof
from all controversial labor issues, terminating the administration of all economic
agreements.
SWG

Increases Board

The SWG committee appointed to deal
with Nylander is composed of Charles
Brackett, Frances Goodrich, Dudley Nichols, Sheridan Gibney, Dashiell Hammett
and Ralph Block. The recently-revived
writers’ group increased its board of directors to twelve last week when a recount of ballots showed Jane Murfin had
been elected over Philip Dunne. The recount was ordered when a tally showed
that only one vote separated the two contestants.

Harlow Will Filed
Los Angeles — The entire estate of the
late Jean Harlow was left to her mother,
Mrs. Jean Bello, it was disclosed in the
actress’s will filed here Wednesday in probate court. The amount of the estate was
not disclosed. The will provided a bequest
of $1 to the person who might contest it.

28

SAG Award for May to
Janet Gaynor
Janet Gaynor’s performance in "A
Star Is Born” for Selznick Internatio7ial won her the May award of the
Screen Actors Guild for the best acting job turned in that month. The
monthly award for best supporting
player went to Isabel Jewell for her
work in "Marked Woman,” Warner
production.

YOST CONTINUES WITH
A BOOST IN SALARY
Dorothy Yost, RKO Radio scripter, has
had her option lifted with a salary tilt and
draws a writing assignment on “Don’t Forget to Remember,’’ in collaboration with
S. K. Lauren. A1 Lewis produces.
The scenarist had just completed an
assignment on “Bridge in the Sky’’ for
Producer Edward Kaufman, and received
notification that her novel, “The Prodigal
Lover” will be published in April by an
eastern house.

BUCK JONES DIRECTS
SELF IN NEXT FILM
Buck Jones put his latest action picture,
“Law for Tombstone,” into work last week,
doing his own directorial job. Mike Eason
and V. O. Smith are aiding on the production. Muriel Evans, Alexander Cross,
Harvey Clark, Carl Stockdale and Chuck
Morrison are in the cast, and Universal
will release.

Les Selander, scheduled to direct, was
unable to report because of another picture assignment.

JOHN AUER BOOSTED
AT REPUBLIC STUDIOS
John

Auer has been boosted to a producer-director post at Republic after a
year as director for the company.
He will direct and produce his original
story, “Tucker Durkee,” under the title
“Smart Guy,” as his first assignment, to
be followed by “Crashing the Front Page.”

Will Hays Arrives
Will Hays, accompanied by his son and
Milton Hodenfeld, his secretary, checked
in early this week from New York. He
will spend the summer here, according to
annual custom.
ASSIGN

MEINARDI

TO

SCRIPT

Helen Meinardi, who authored “I Met
Him in Paris” for Paramount, has been
signed at RKO Radio to script “Highway
to Romance” for Producer Cliff Reid. The
novel is by H. L. Gates.

Shortage of Space
Constricts Lesser
Sol Lesser’s Principal Pictures production space problem spun itself into an even
more complex web this week as, coincidental with Principal’s 1937-38 product
announcement of ten feature pictures. Lesser’s tentative deal to purchase the Republic Studios in North Hollywood from
the Guaranty Liquidating Corp. cooled
down several degrees.
Faced with the immediate necessity of
obtaining adequate facilities for an announced $3,500,000 picture-making program, Lesser has instructed architects to
draw up plans for a studio production unit
of his own, intimating that Guaranty’s
offer to sell Republic was not too attractive. Principal spokesmen declared this
week, however, that Lesser is still undecided as to where such a studio would be
constructed if matters ever reach that
stage.
Litigation

Threat

Obstructs

The Republic deal, once considered the
easiest solution to Lesser’s space-shortage
problem, was confused even further this
week when Guaranty, lessors of the property, revived an action contemplated some
months ago. Suit was filed by the liquidating corporation in superior court against
Mascot Pictures, Nat and Frances Levine
and Jack Strauss alleging that Mascot and
the other defendants broke the terms of a
lease by transferring it to Republic without Guaranty’s permission. Technicalities
of the action, it is believed, have led Lesser to cast about in other directions in his
space-search.
Eleven

On

Principal’s

Schedule

On Principal’s new program will be three
Bobby Breen musicals, one of which —
“Make a Wish” — is now in production. The
trio will be released through RKO Radio.
Eight others, set for release through 20th
Century-Fox, include two “Tarzan” features starring Glenn Morris; four historical action films featuring Smith Ballew;
“The Girl From Hollywood,” an Edgar
Rice Burroughs story, and “Celluloid,”
from a story by Rupert Hughes.
Lesser’s organization
housed at the old RKO
Culver City. He moved,
Selznick International took

was formerly
Pathe plant in
however, when
over the studio.

The only film now in work, “Make a Wish,”
is being shot at RKO Radio, using that
plant’s facilities.

15th Chan in Work
The 15th Charlie Chan picture was put
into work at 20th Century-Fox this week
with Warner Oland in his customary stellar spot as the Chinese detective. The
film is titled “Charlie Chan on Broadway,”
and Oland is supported by Keye Luke, J.
Edward Bromberg, Alan Dinehart, Louise
Henry, Joan Woodbury and Leon Ames.
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Defer SAG-Independent
Parleij to Slack Demands
Dubbing Tests Before
Sound Directors

Tex Ritter, Grand National singing
loestern star, who leaves Hollywood
June 18 to begin a personal appearance
tour on a playing route that ivill take
him all through the east for a period
of ten weeks. He will be assisted by
Snub Pollard, screen comedian; Augie
Gomez, Mexican rope thrower, and
Princess White Cloud, Indian entertainer.

SELZNICK CONTRACTS
CONNOLLY FOR FILM
Walter Connolly has been signed on a
one picture contract by David O. Selznick
for a feature role in “Nothing Sacred,”
Technicolor feature which William A.
Wellman is directing. Others added to the
cast are A. W. Sweatt, Olin Howland and
Clarence Wilson.
Travis Banton has been borrowed from
Paramount to design the costumes worn
by Carole Lombard, who is co-starred in
the film with Fredric March.

FONDA GETS LEAVE
TO TAKE STAGE ROLE
To star in a legitimate stage production,
Henry Fonda has been granted an indefinite leave of absence by Walter Wanger,
tc take effect when the actor has completed his chore in Wanger’s “I Met My
Love Again,” opposite Joan Bennett. Production started on the film this week.
When he winds up in the picture Fonda
and his wife will leave for New York to
go into “Blow Ye Winds.”

More Money for Autry
Republic has given Gene Autry, singing
cowboy, a salary boost, revising its fiveyear contract with the actor, and will increase production budgets on the eight
pictures he is slated to make this year. The
first, “Public Cowboy Number
into production next week.
BOXOFFICE
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One,” gets

An extensive dubbing test in which
separate dialogue, sound effects and
background music of one reel of a
completed production were dubbed
on the equipment in eight different
studios, was explained to the major
studio sound directors last week by
the Research Council of the Academy
of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences.
The experiment was made to give
sound directors information on the
dubbing equipment and technique of
the other studios, which may prove
of value to them in their respective
departments.

Academij Reports on
Television Progress
Bidding motion picture producers and
others whose interests are likely to be affected by the evolution and imminent development of television to acquire as much
familiarity as possible with its characteristics and methods, the Research Council
of the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and
Sciences issued its second annual report
outlining
week.

television’s growth

early this

“It is still improbable,” the report declares, “that television will burst on an
unprepared motion picture industry; many
millions of dollars must be invested before
nationwide urban exploitation of television
becomes

possible in the United States.”
Image

Size Drawback

Reviewing developments of sight-andsound broadcasting in England, Germany
and the United States, the scientific report predicts a marked impetus in television as soon as the present problem of
in adequate picture size — approximately
seven by ten inches — has been overcome,
with commercial application in urban
centers soon to follow.
The report urges a prudent policy in regard to commercialization of home television until “a picture equivalent in definition to the best home-movie projection,
and not smaller than 24 by 18 inches, can
be furnished with routine reliability.”
Coasts

Principal

Spots

The Research Council also predicts that
New York and Los Angeles will constitute
the principal television centers in the
United States because of their reserves of
movie and radio talent, with western topo-

Scheduled conferences to iron out difficulties encountered in the Screen Actors
Guild contract with independent producers,
originally set to be held this week, have
been postponed temporarily because of the
illness of Robert Montgomery, SAG president and chairman of the SAG arbitration
board.
Chadwick

on

Trip

I. E. Chadwick, chairman of the independent producer committee, who was to
plead with the SAG for loosening of some
of the restrictive clauses in the agreement,
left this week for a two-week trip north,
upon his return from which the huddle
will be held. Principal grievances to be
aired by Chadwick are the adjustment of
certain wage scales, held by independents
to be too high to permit them to continue
on their present low-production budget
scale.
The major producers’ standing
tee, appointed for the purpose of
ing on problems and adjustments
SAG, met early this week and set
of its first conference with the

commitnegotiatwith the
the date
SAG as

late in June. On the producers’ committee
are Eddie Mannix, Henry Herzbrun, B. P.
lap.
Schulberg, Philip Krasne and Scott DunOfficer

Slate

Retained

Earlier in the week results of the SAG
election, conducted by mail ballot, revealed
that the present slate of officers has been
retained in its entirety for another term.
Montgomery continues as president. Kenneth Thomson holds his post of executive
secretary. Other officers are James Cagney, first vice-president; Joan Crawford,
second vice-president; Chester Morris,
third vice-president; Boris Karloff, assistant secretary; Noel Madison, treasurer, and
Murray Kinnell, assistant treasurer.
SAG directors named include Porter
Hall, Edwin Stanley, Gloria Stuart, Irving
Pichel, Lucile Gleason, Jean Hersholt, Russell Hicks, Karloff, Claude King, Kinnell,
Madison, Ralph Morgan, Jean Muir, Erin
O’Brien-Moore and Franchot Tone.
graphical and physical conditions pointing
to
Los Angeles as the more favorable location.
British

Progress

Slow

The

British television experiments, inaugurating the first and only existing public television service on a regular schedule,
have been summed up more or less as
failures — with the picture small, the cost
high, the show poor and the patronage
meager, pointing to the necessity for larger
governmental subsidies before widespread
public interest and participation can be
enlisted.
Members of the Academy Research
Council’s scientific committee include Carl
Dreher, Gordon Chambers, L. E. Clark,
J. G. Frayne, Barton Kreuzer, Wesley C.
Miller, Hollis Moyse, William Mueller and
Gordon S. Mitchell.
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CARTOONING STIES SPECDUTION
Disney and Metro Take
Lead in New
Departure
If a survey of the short subject situation
along various fronts can be accepted as any
criterion, the 20-year-old art of animated
cartoon making may be on the verge of
startling upheavals and reorganizations
both in policy and production technique.
Shouldering each other on the center of
the stage are Metro’s recently-disclosed
plan to establish its own cartoon making
unit, and Walt Disney’s production of a
feature-length cartoon, “Snow White and
the Seven Dwarfs,” which threatens to
r;ach epochal proportions and may possibly smash all precedents in the animated
comic field.
The Metro innovation, when established,
will find cartoon-making

as much

a part

of the studio’s production technique as are
its shorts, newsreel and feature departments— the first time that a major company has operated its own cartoon division. Success of the venture may be the
forerunner of similar setups on other
major lots which now merely act as the
icleasing agency for independent
ers of short cartoons.
Will

Be

$2,000,000

produc-

Feature

The Disney project is of equal or greater
importance insofar as it may affect the
cartoon-making world. Steadily in work
since 1934. the feature-length animated
fairy-tale in Technicolor has so far involved the expendi ure of more than $1,500,000. At present 350 technicians are
engaged on the chore, including gag men,
story men, illustrators, animators musicians and other technicians. Disney expects to have the film completed and released by December, 1937, by which time
the gamble will have reached a stake of
almost $2,000,000.
Then he must sit back and await the
reaction to the film about which leading
Hollywood animators have been venturing
guesses since the creator of Mickey Mouse
launched

his titanic pro'ect. These predictions run all the way from assertions
that it will revolutionize the animated cartoon industry to declarations that it can
be nothing more than a dismal flop. Among
the opinions expressed to Boxoffice was

one by Leon Schlesinger, producer of Merrie Melodie and Looney-Tune cartoons,
whose analysis of the Disney effort is. on
the whole,
inger:

unfavorable.

Deems

Brevity

Says

Mr.

Schles-

Necessary

“Brevity is the secret of the success of
the short subject. Give the theatre patron
just a little bit less than he wants and he
goes away satisfied and waiting for more.
Cartoon makers have been in business for
20 years on that policy, and I have my
doubts as to the success of a cartoon which
will run at least an hour in length.
“It’s a terrific gamble — a 1000-to-l shot
— and for the present, at least, I do not
intend to follow Disney’s lead. If the
public accepts ‘Snow White,’ however, and
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cries for more,

I’m frank

to say I will be

forced to follow.”
The general Hollywood opinion, however,
is that — success or failure — the Disney undertaking will be the means of putting the
animated cartoon industry before the eyes
of the public to an even greater degree
than it has been in the past ten years.

MRS. JOHNSON LEADS
FILM-MAKING SAFARI
The first step in a safari which will take
at least three months was accomplished
this week when Mrs. Martin Johnson, wife
of the late noted explorer. Director Otto
Brower and a camera and technical crew
left for New York, thence to England and
Kenya Colony. At the latter point the
troupe will pause to outfit themselves. Mrs.
Johnson will lead the crew along the exact
trail which Henry Stanley took in his
search for Dr. Livingstone, while sound
and camera men photograph sequences for
the

20th

Century-Fox

film

“Stanley

and

Livingstone.”
The roster of technicians and actors
include F. E. Johnston, Sidney Wagner,
Joe Farley, Sol Halperin, Eddie Collins,
Swen Hugo Borg, Jack Byron, Paul Mc'Vey,
Bruce Hunsaker, Henry Gerzen and Clark
Getts.
The safari will use eight trucks and more
than 200 natives as porters, gun carriers
and cooks.
Heading in an almost opposite direction
from Mrs. Johnson and her 20th CenturyFox party, Clyde Elliott, Colin Tapley and
a technical crew were poised to leave HolIj'wood this week for the jungle 400 miles
north of Singapore, where they will film
“Booloo” for Paramount.
Elliott, producer-director, and Tapley,
only white man in the cast, will be in the
Malay jungle for six months. They are
taking ten tons of equipment. Accompanying them, but not as a member of the
expedition, will be Robert Florey, studio
director, bound for a vacation in China,
Japan and Manchukuo.

C. Bruce

led the second

unit of

Paramount’s “Ebb Tide” company to Catalina Island this week aboard the threemasted schooner. Golden State, to film
seascapes for the Technicolor production.
The unit, numbering 35 men, will be joined
next week by Director James Hogan and
the “Ebb Tide” cast, including Oscar
Homolka, Frances Farmer, Ray Milland,
Lloyd Nolan and Barry Fitzgerald.

20TH-FOX
Options

on

the

OPTIONS
services

Largest

of associate

producers

Carroll, Raymond Griffith, Nunnally Johnson, Kenneth Macgowan, Gene Markey
Laurence Schwab, Harold Wilson, John
Stone, Samuel Engel, Milton Feld, Max
Golden and Leslie Landau.
The latter five form a group over which
Sol M.
sides.

Wurtzel,

executive

producer,

pre-

HELEN MACK IS CAST
IN BROWN STARRER
Helen Mack draws the leading feminine
role opposite Joe E. Brown in his third
and final film for RKO Radio release, “Fit
for a King.” Producer David L. Loew has
also added Paul Kelly, Russell Hicks,
Charles Lane, Gennaro Curci, Frank Reicher, Donald Driggs and Charles Trowbridge to the cast. Robert Sedgwick is dinoy.
recting from the script by Richard FlourFollowing completion of the film, which
began shooting last week, Loew will switch
his releasing channels to Columbia for at
least two more Brown films.

BRINGS 100,000 FEET
OF FILM FROM CHINA
Bringing

with

him

more

than

100,000

feet of film, most of it shot in the YangTze river regions. Major Peter Carson has
returned to Hollywood from China.
Major Carson directed the filming of
“Puppet Empire,” a Condor production
dealing with the recent Manchurian revolution.

Tag Archie Stout

Samoa for “The Hurricane.” Stout will
aid Cinematographer Rudolph Mate on
“The
Gary

Adventures

Weaver, Barbara and Gloria Brewster, Lillian Porter and Helen Erickson, stock actresses, were lifted last week by 20th Century-Fox.

Polo,” starring
un-

Ceballos Assigned
Larry Ceballos, film dance director, has
been signed to stage the dance numbers
in “Make a Wish,”
rer for Principal.

20TH-FOX
Marjorie

of Marco

Cooper, as his first assignment
der the new deal.

FIVE
of

number

ever to function simultaneously in the history of the company — 13 — are now on 20th
Century-Fox’s payroll, Harry Joe Brown
having signed a few days ago.
The dozen in addition to Brown are Earl

Samuel Goldwyn has signed Archie
Stout, cameraman, to a long term contract
following his work on the location trip to

Bruce on Location
Robert

THIRTEEN 20TH-FOX
PRODUCERS ARE BUSY

the Bobby

SIGNS

WPA

Breen

star-

AUTHORS

Twentieth Century-Fox has signed Sid
Kuller and Ray Golden, WPA authors who
wrote

“O! Say

Can

tion in Chicago.

You
They

Sing”

for produc-

will script

“Pig-

skin Parade of 1937.”
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SOCIOLOGISTS
"DEAD

VIEW

END" SCENES

More than a score of leading California
educators, religious and social leaders and
executives of national women’s organizations were given a first-hand glimpse of
how modern films can attack an acute
sociological problem when Samuel Goldwyn
was host at a studio luncheon last week.
The visitors witnessed the completed portion of the Goldwyn film, “Dead End,”
dealing with a criminal-sociological problem in big cities, met members of the cast,
and toured the “Dead End” set on the
United Artists lot.
Among the visitors were Dr. Rufus B.
von Klein Smid, president of the University
of Southern California, Rabbi Edgar P.
Mangin, Dr. Robert Freeman, John H.
Devlin, Dr. Theodore Soards, professor of
ethics at California Institute of Technology, and Mrs. Thomas G. Winter, public
relations director for the Hays office.

CRESCENT HAS SPACE
AT HTWD STUDIOS
Crescent Pictures has leased space from
Hollywood Studios to produce 16 pictures
for the 1937-38 season under the guidance
of E. B. Derr, Crescent president.
Six of these, to be produced under the
supervision of Prank Melford, will be taken
from the “Secret Service Smith” stories by
Major R. T. M. Scott.
The balance will be action adventure
films. Derr, who made a series of historical action films last season starring
Tom Keene, has not renewed his contract
with the outdoor star.

PUSH "RADIO CITY
REVELS" TO WOLFSON
RKO Radio’s production football, “Radio
City Revels,” which has been kicked around
from producer to producer for several
months, has finally alighted on P. J. Wolfson, recently boosted from writer to associate producer on the lot.
Wolfson inherits the chore from Jesse
L Lasky, who had been previously set for
the job.

Wilcoxon
for "Deerslayer"
Henry Wilcoxon will have the lead in
“The Deerslayer,” the James Fenimore
Cooper novel which Standard Pictures will
make as the first of a series of eight. Judith Allen has the feminine lead. Lynn
Shores directs.
HELMS "RENFREW" MUSIC
Arthur Kaye will be musical director for
“Renfrew of the Mounted,” which A1 Herman will produce and direct for Grand
National. Production starts July 8.
MORGAN COX JOINS METRO STAFF
Morgan Cox has signed on at Metro as
a writer in the shorts department. He
was previously on the Republic scripting
staff.
BOXOFFICE

RXO Greets 300 Visiting
Delegates to Sixth Season
Connubial Strip Act
Gets Heat
Elaine Barrie Barrymore can undress in front of her husband, if she
so desires, without outside interference, hut E. K. Nadel asserts she is
infringing on a copyright if she does
it in a motion picture short titled
"How to Undress in Front of Your
Husband,’’ which Duane Esper produced at the Conn studios featuring
the former wife of John Barrymore.
Nadel filed suit in superior court
this week to enjoin Esper from using
that title in the short, claiming exclusive rights and title to the act
from which the picture was made.
He seeks an injunction against the
picture’s showing.
Nadel is conducting the suit
through his attorneys, Arthur F. Larrabee and Harry Rosenblum. Judge
Emmet Wilson ordered Mrs. Barrymore and Esper to show cause why
a preliminary injunction should not
be issued.

WANGER OPTIONS AND
ASSIGNS TIM HOLT
Option on the services of Tim Holt was
lifted this week by Walter Wanger, who
has spotted him in “I Met My Love Again,”
starring Joan Bennett, previously titled
“Carelessly.”
With Henry Fonda in support of Miss
Bennett, the film will go into production
next week, to be directed by Arthur Ripley and Joshua Logan.
Ripley, Logan and David Hertz adapted
the
novel, “Summer
Corliss.

Lightning,” by Allene

LUPE VELEZ CAST IN
RKO'S
"FALL GUYS"
to the American screen after

Returning

several years’ absence, Lupe Velez has
been signed by RKO Radio for the feminine lead in the next Bert Wheeler-Robert Woolsey comedy, “Fall Guys.”
Lee Marcus will produce from a play by
Victor Mapes and the script by Benny
Rubin and Bert Granet. Eddie Cline has
been set to direct.

Team Boles, Sothern
John Boles will return to Hollywood
June 28 to team with Ann Sothern in
“Don’t Forget to Remember,” film version
of an original story by David Garth, which
Al Lewis will produce with Joseph Santley directing for RKO Radio. Walter Abel
and William Brisbane have also been cast.

Representing all sections of the United
States and 13 foreign nations, 300 motion
picture executives and film salesmen were
to check in this Wednesday lor the sixth
annual RKO Radio sales convention at the
Ambassador Hotel.
The delegates were to be welcomed by
Leo Spitz, president of RKO Radio; S. J.
Briskin, vice-president in charge of production, and other execuhves affiliated
with the studios.
Depinet,

Levy

Head

Delegation

Heading the arriving delegation was Ned
E. Depinet, vice-president, and Jules Levy,
general sales manager. They were to be
escorted to the studio for their formal welcome by the studio’s contract players, with
Benny Rubin as master of ceremonies. A
tour of the studio was to follow, with a
screening of a new RKO Radio picture to
be held in the evening.
Thursday was to be given over entirely
to business sessions at the hotel, with another picture showing at night. Friday
morning and afternoon likewise was to be
devoted to business. Friday evening the
delegates were to be guests of Sol Lesser
and George A. Hirliman, both independent
producei's who release portions of their
product through RKO Radio, at a beefsteak dinner.
Tour

Disney

Studios

Business was again to occupy the visitors' attention Saturday morning, with
the afternoon given over to a tour of the
Walt Disney cartoon studios and a party
on the Disney lot. The convention’s grand
banquet was to follow Saturday evening
at a local night spot.
The delegates were to tour Beverly Hills
Sunday afternoon, and in the afternoon
were to be guests of Producers Pandro S.
Berman and Cliff Reid at a beach party
at Santa Monica. Production Chief Briskin
was in turn to entertain Sunday night
with a barbecue at the Uplifters Ranch.
The delegates were to leave for their homes
Monday evening.

GENE AUSTIN SIGNED
FOR CONN WESTERNS
The singing cowboy trend in motion
pictures received another boost last week
when Gene Austin, stage, radio and screen
entertainer, signed a term contract with
Maurice Conn to don spurs and boots for
a series of musical horse operas. He will
do six outdoor pictures yearly, writing his
own songs. First picture starts in September.

Premiere in Boston
“The Girl Said No,” Andrew L. Stone’s
musical production for Grand National,
will be world-premiered at the Schubert
Theatre in Boston June 22.
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Production Cijcle Appears
in Broadcasting Programs
Filmdom’s habit of producing films in
cycles — musicals, gangster stories, aviation features and the like — has finally
been picked up by the nation’s radio tycoons, and the prospect of a hot word-battle between the National Broadcasting Co.
and the Columbia Broadcasting System
over the presentation of a series of Shakespearean dramas looms as the sole enlivening feature of an otherwise dull summer
for the Hollywood radio center.
CBS

Announces

Shakespearean

Airer

To
looks
with
week

most of Hollywood’s radio experts it
like a clear case of gun jumping,
NBC the guilty party. Early last
CBS announced that a Shakespearean cycle, headlined by “King Lear,”
“Hamlet” and six others, would be broadcast from the system’s Music Box beginning July 12 once weekly. Two days
thereafter NBC committed itself to a similar program, signing John Barrymore for
featured roles in another series of eight of

Shakespeare’s plays, the list of which almost duplicates those to be broadcast by
CBS. Not only has the NBC scheduled the
airings on the same day and at approximately the same hour as the CBS programs, but the latter network scored a
clean scoop by readying its programs to begin June 21 — three weeks prior to CBS’ initialer.
The announcements indicated the revival of a long-standing feud between the
two nets over conflicting programs and
exclusive rights to major events and talent,
and the turn to Shakespeare was accepted in the film-radio capital as evidence of
the dearth of original program material.
Paramount

Organizes

Communication

The

latest radio-movie wrinkle was revealed last week when Paramount announced the organization of Paramount
Communications, Inc., to operate under the
studio, location and ship radio license secured some time ago by the studio. The
Federal Communications Commission
granted the company four short-wave
channels, designating the stations KAAF,
KAAE, KAAP and KAAQ. The outlets will
be used for communication from the studio to location parties; between locations:
and sea work, including communication
between various units and with the studio.
Expansion plans for the National Broadcasting System in Hollywood remained up
in the air this week when Lenox L. Lohr,
network president, left for New York without disclosing a decision as to when or
where the much-discussed new NBC coastal studios would be built.
KMPC Transfer Approved
G. A. Richards concluded a long period
of waiting last week when the Federal
Communications Commission approved of
the transfer of KMPC, a Los Angeles independent, to him. Richards immediately
appointed Van Newkirk program director,
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retaining Leo B. Tyson as station manager, and is drawing up plans for enlargements and improvements.
Two trade conventions are occupying the
attentions of local radio’s executives, the
first of which opened this week in Salt
Lake City when radio advertising departments were to hold special sessions with
the annual convention of the Pacific Advertising Clubs Ass’n. Harrison Holliway,
of KECA-KFI, is general chairman of the
radio department. Most coastal radio executives are attending. Many of the conventionites plan to continue on to Chicago for the National Ass’n of Broadcast20. ers convention in that city beginning June
CBS

Executive

Arrives

William Lewis, CBS vice-president in
charge of programs, trained in last week
for an indefinite stay. He will survey local
conditions and confer with coast executives.
John Kennedy has rejoined the KFAC
announcing staff after six months at KHJ,
and Jerry Mohr, formerly with CBS and
NBC in New York, has been added as an
announcer at KHJ.

Kahane Appointment
as Yet Unconfirmed
still in the tentative

stages, B. B. Ka-

hane’s appointment as producer contact
for the various organizations of creative
motion picture talent remained unconfirmed this week while the plan is being
smoothed out by the major production
companies within whose ranks the idea
was hatched.
No

Definite

Action

Although it is reported that Kahane’s
salary, term of office and other ramifications of the setup are already settled, jurisdictional difficulties which are now occupying the attention of the two rival writing groups — Screen Writers Guild and the
Screen Playwrights — are believed to be
holding up definite action on Kahane’s appointment. When the SWG-SP battle has
been settled, it is understood, Kahane will
go to work.
At present Harry Cohn’s aide at Columbia, Kahane was spotted for the job to take
a portion of the load from the shoulders
01

Pat

Casey,

producer

representative

working from the Hays office, who will
thereafter confine his efforts to the labor
and technical groups in their dealings with
members of the producers association.
Kahane will act as go-between for the
Screen Actors Guild, screen writers, directors and other crafts classed as creators.

DAVIS AND BIBERMAN
SIGNED BY PARAMOUNT
Rufe Davis, comedian, Herbert Biberman, director, and Grover Jones, writer,
have signed new contracts with Paramount. Jones will do some special work
for Cecil B. DeMille on the script of “The
Also signed was Harry Puck, New York
Buccaneer.”
musical
producer and composer, who will
v/ork on “The Big Broadcast

of 1938.”

SIMONE SIMON DRAWS
OPTION AT 20TH-FOX
Simone

Simon

will remain

on the 20th

Century-Fox payroll for another year. Option on her acting services for that length
of time was taken up by the studio late
last week, just before the player left for
a European vacation.
Her present contract had almost a
month to go. No future assignments have
been set.

COMPLETE TONG YARN
FOR WONG, TAMIROFF
Garnett

Weston

and

Edward

T. Lowe

have completed “Daughter of the Tong,”
an original story for Anna May Wong and
Akim Tamiroff, which Paramount will produce. Production starts late this summer.
Weston has checked off the lot, as has
Doris Anderson, who completed her assignment on the next Sophie Lang story.

BUSING TO PARA. FOR
SPORT SHORTS GAB
Paramount, still adding radio personalities to its film roster, has signed Ted Husing, radio commentator and sports announcer.Grantland
Husing will be Rice
the “voice”
in
forthcoming
Sportlight
shorts.
Lou department,
Diamond, head
of appointment.
Paramount’s
shorts
made the

Hire Newman
Newman

Levy

Levy has been assigned to work

on the script of “Merry-Go-Round of
1938” at Universal on a short-term writing pact. He is collaborating with Monty
Brice and Dorian Otvos.

Starts "Western Gold"

Sol Lesser puts “Western Gold,” the first
Smith Ballew action feature, into work
early next week with Howard Bretherton
directing.

SCRIPTING "GOING, GOING, GONE"
“Going, Going, Gone” will be scripted
for Producer Maury Cohen by Franklin
Coen. It will be an RKO Radio picture.
ADAMSON ON "HONOLULU HONEYMOON"
Ewart Adamson will script “Honolulu
Honeymoon” for Grand National from the
original by Armine von Tempski. Zion
recting.
Myers will produce with Glenn Tryon diHARVEY

THEW

Harvey Thew
writing staff.

has

REJOINS

METRO

rejoined the Metro
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NEW
LABORATORIES
was long thought
aid of Eastman
Films
such

TOOLS
are today doing what
impossible.
Fine-Grain

they are producing

With

the

Duplicating
duplicates of

high fidelity that they equal the

originals in quality. These special Eastman
films are important

new

tools that will

substantially aid the motion
dustry. Eastman Kodak

picture in-

Company,

Roch-

ester, N.Y. (J. E. Brulatour, Inc., Distributors, Fort Lee, Chicago, Hollywood.)

EASTMAN

Fine-Grain

DUPLICATING

BOXOFFICE
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^Inimatlc5
Betty Laidlaw and Robert Lively, Grand
National writers, were weekend guests of
Fiichard A. Rowland at Lake Arrowhead.

Tex Ritter left this week for a personal
appearance tour of the South and Middle
West. First stop is Hominy, Okla., June 21.

Edward A. Small has left the RKO Radio
lot and is on his way to England to produce a picture for Alexander Korda.

★

ir
★

*

More than 100 orchestra leaders, radio
program directors and singers were guests
oj Nathaniel W. Finston, Metro musical
director, this week at the studio.

W.
on

J. Pineau, treasurer of Major Pictures. trained out for New York this week
business.

★

Republic’s
resulted in a
Earle Willey,
ion Williams

first annual golf tourney
victory for George Blair and
who led the men, with Marand Olive Cooper coming in

ahead of the field in the women’s
Blair carded a 73.

play.

*

Nat Levine has returned
jrom a European trip.

to Hollywood

★

Gracie Allen has returned from a vacation of several days in San Francisco, on
which she was accompanied by her daughter, Sandra Jean.
*
Bob Burns was to be surrounded by the
law this weekend when he was to be guest
of honor at the California State District
Attorneys’ Ass’n annual meeting and dinner dance, at the Hotel Coronado. Mrs.
Burns,

•k

Albert Lieberman, Condor’s treasurer, is
in tor production conferences with George
Hirliman.

a

bride of two
company her husband.

*

David Niven has obtained a two-month
vacation from film work and plans an
English holiday — the first time he has
been in his native land since he broke
into pictures three years ago. He was
to leave Hollywood early this week.
★
Will H. Hays was to arrive
week for his annual summer
comes out from New York.

*

Samuel Ornitz is on a four-weeks' vacation from Republic before scripting a
forthcoming film for the company.

k

Anna
Beach.

Sten

is vacationing

at Coronado

Cagney

aboard his schooner,
“Martha.”
*

Gene Autry checked in last week
business trip to Chicago.

from

a

k

Edward Alperson came
York trip late last week.
★
George

Raft and

in from

a New

nine of his friends will

plane to Chicago via a specially-chartered
ship to catch the Louis- Braddock fight.
From there Raft will go on to New York
and, later, Europe.
k

STORY

Back in Hollywood for a fling at a comeback. Claire Windsor checked in last week.
★
Maurice Rapf, Metro producer, is in
Mexico City on a two-month leave of absence.
*

John Trent has been called to Virginia
by the sudden death of a relative.
★
Arthur Rose, Metro unit production
manager, has returned from a New York
vacation.
★

Mrs.

Warren Groat, wife of Metro’s assistant
scenario chief, to the Queen of Angels
Hospital. She is seriously ill.

BUYS

Charles Rogers and James Normanly
left for New York last week to attend the
premiere of “The

liKO Radio
Fiom Podunk”
Options
excluding

has ))urchased “l^riiice
from Edmund
Hartman.

on all Edgar Rice Burroughs stories —
the Tarzan tales — have been taken by

Sol Lesser, covering 20 novels. “The Girl From
Hollywood”
and
“Jungle Girl” are being considered for early production.

“Letters to an
been
bought by
is a<lapting.

Editor.” a magazine story, has
T)avid O. Selzni<k. Hen Hecht

Major Pictures’ Emanuel
Cohen
has actjuired
“Angel Eyes,” a story by Andre Carreau, as a
liossible vehicle for Kitty (dancy, -l-year-old actress.

Six
“The
<’onn

stories

based

on

the

fictional

General,” have been purchased
from Gregorio Somers.

*

Giving up roles in three films for which
he had already been cast, Joseph Schildkraut will accompany his wife to England,
where Mrs. Schildkraut’s mother is seriously ill.
*

Harold Lewis, Grand National studio
manager, is entertaining visitors including
his mother, Mrs. Flora Lewis, and his aunt,
Mrs. Lillian M. Isaacs, from the east.

Irving Cummings
Flat” from Parker
Screen rights to
a
novel by Barry
have been acquired

character.
by

Maurice

has bought “The
World
Jackson, English novelist.

Is

“The Huchess of Broadway,”
Trivers and Robert Andrews,
by Samuel Goldwyn.

Monogram
has purchased “Two
Well Dressed
Men”
from Jack Neville and will produce the
yarn under the title “The Girl Next Door.” Joseph
Henry Steele draws the production assignment with
Arthur Greville Collins directing.
“Meet the Boy Friend.”
gatt, has been purchased

a story by Gerald
by Republic.

My-

Monogram
has acquired film rights to “Two
Well-Dressed Men.” a story by Jack Neville. Arthur Greville Collins will direct, with Joseph
Henry Steele set to produce.
C’arr.
George Waggner’s
hem in the A. M..”

Road
*

Back.”

(’harming

*

Muriel Lambert, Metro sound editor, and
Robert Mayer, local restaurant manager,
were to be married this weekend at the
Los Angeles Marriage Chapel. They will
honeymoon in the Sierras.
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Sam Marx, Samuel Goldwyn’s story editor, has returned to Hollywood from a twoweeks’ visit to the Atlantic coast as guest
of the Pan-American Airways. He did research work for an aviation feature on
Goldwyn’s schedule.

A short rest is being enjoyed by James

early this
visit. He

confined

k

k

With the Mary Pickford-Charles “Buddy” Rogers marriage set to take place
June 26, the couple plans a two-month
honeymoon-vacation in Honolulu. Rogers
will have completed his current film assignment by that time.

★

sinus infection has

ivas to ac-

it

Pat Paterson is plarining a trip to Paris
next month for a picture assignment there.
Charles Boyer, her husband, will follow
shortly afterward.

A

weeks,

A nervous breakdown suffered early this
week by Jane Wyman, Warner player,
when she collapsed in a studio projection
room, has left the studio undecided as to
what to do about her assignment in a film
which was set for early production. She
is in Queen of Angels Hospital.

original mystery yarn, “Mayhas been purchased by Trem

Adrian, in charge of costume designing
at M-G-M, sailed for a six-week stay in
Great Britain and on the continent.
k

Director Roy Del Ruth has returned from
his vacation in Nevada and is preparing
for his next film assignment at Metro.

MENJOU,

BOLES IN

SWARTHOUT'S

NEXT

Gladys Swarthout’s next musical starrer
for Paramount will be “The Yellow Nightingale,” William LeBaron, production
chief, announced last week. Adolphe Menjou and John Boles draw top featured spots
in the Harlan Thompson production.
Frank Partos and Anne Chapin are
scripting.

"Renfrew" Scripter Set
Charles Logue will script “Renfrew of
the Mounted” for Producer A1 Herman at
Grand National. Herman will direct, with
Francis Corbin at the camera, beginning
July 6.
TAG GEORGE HARMON COXE
Metro has signed George Harmon
to a writing pact.
BOXOFFICE
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Zukor Defends Signing
of "Best" Foreip Talent
Industry Builders
Grist for Film Tales

Stressing as sound the policy of signing
outstanding personalities from foreign
fields for film work in America, Adolph
Zukor, Paramount production supervisor,
declared this week that the international
scope of the screen is gradually being restored after the setback it received with
the introduction of talking pictures.
Should

The trend toward glorifying the builders of great industries and public works
on the silver screen, which began when

Greetings from Adolph Zukor to Neil
Agnew, vice-president in charge of
sales, as the conveiition delegates to
Paramount’s four-day session arrive in
Hollywood. From left to right, they
are: Agnew; J. J. Unger, division
manager; C. M. Reagan, division manager; William LeBaron, general manager of production, and Zukor.

WEINGARTEN SIGNS
NEW METRO PACT
Lawrence Weingarten was signed to a
new producing contract with Metro before
leaving last week for a European vacation.
He is scheduled to handle production on
“Red Mill,” featuring Allan
Della Lind, upon his return.

Jones

and

CLOTHES QUARTERS
CLOSE; FOX BUILDS
Twentieth Century-Fox will continue its
building expansion program by erecting an
$80,000 wardrobe building. Plans for the
structure are currently being drawn up.
Present quarters are already over crowded.

Cast Reginald Owen
Reginald Owen

has been selected for the

part of a pompous retired admiral in “The
Bride Wore Red.” M-G-M picture starring
Joan Crawford, with Franchot Tone and
Robert Young.

Tie Rita Johnson
Rita Johnson, prominent New York
stage player and radio star, has signed a
long-term contract with Metro. Her first
assignment will be the chief feminine role
in “The Umbrella Man.”
"HOW TO WAKE UP" READY
The Robert Benchley short, “How to
Wake Up” was completed at Metro this
week.

20th Century-Fox filmed “Lloyds of London” as a saga of the British insurance
field, received another boost this week
when the same studio announced preparation of "Suez,” dealing with the building
of that famed canal, as a Simone Simon
starrer.
This makes number three for 20th Century-Fox in this type of film, as production was announced some time ago on
“Hudson’s Bay Company,” a historical
drama of the North country and the furriers and trappers who explored the northern outposts.
“Wells-Fargo”

MEGS

"PIGSKIN

PARADE"

George Marshall will direct “Pigskin Parade of 1938” for 20th Century-Fox.
BOXOFFICE

: ; June 19, 1937.

Paramount

Quick to jump aboard. Paramount announced recently that Frank Lloyd would
film “An Empire Is Born,” as a film history of the Wells-Fargo Express Co. —
billed as a cavalcade of the early American west. This was followed by the placing on the production schedule of “Rulers
of the Sea,” a glorification of the Cunard
merchant marine line.
Paramount is also running neck-andneck with 20th Century-Fox on “Spawn of
the North,” another saga of the fur traders,
although its locale is Alaska, and brought
its list of historical dramas up to four by
scheduling early production of “Men With
Wings,” treating of the growth of aviation in this country. William A. Wellman
has been signed to direct.
“Suez” will go into production early this
fall, when Miss Simon returns from a
scheduled Parisian vacation. Gene Markey
has been assigned to produce.

Assign Marin
Edwin L. Marin will direct “The Ugly
Duckling,” starring Judy Garland and
Allan Jones, for Metro. Harry Rapf produces from the original screen play by
Florence Ryerson and Edgar Allan Woolf.

Contract Approved
Court

approval

was

given the Major

Pictures contract with Katherine “Sugar”
Kane, songbird from Louisiana, last week.
SHANNON

MARSHALL

by

ON UNIVERSAL

Absorb

“Best”

Talent

“So long as motion pictures entertain
the entire world,” said Zukor, “it is only
reasonable that they should absorb the
best of talent from all points of the comZukor announced a list of the new foreign personalities who are to be presented
on the Paramount program for 1937-38 and
declared their signing to be highly practical because of the fact that film musicals
are on the upswing.
pass.” certainly,” said the Paramount
“Most
executive, “music
Foreign

knows

Stars

Signed

no tongue.”
Recently

Latest foreign stars to be signed are Isa
Miranda, Italian actress, and Georges Rigaud. South American star, the latter to
appear opposite Marlene Dietrich in “Midnight.” Others on the Paramount roster
include Beatrice Lillie, English comedienne,
to appear opposite Bing Crosby in an
Emanuel Cohen production; Oscar Homolka, Viennese actor, now at work in “Ebb
Tide;” Franciska Gaal, to make her American sci'een debut in ‘The Buccaneer;”
Olympe Bradna, French actress; and Sandra Storme, termed “London’s most photographed model.”

FRITZ LANG SIGNED
TO METRO MEG PACT
Fritz Lang has been signed to a twoyear directing contract by Paramount. He
will make three pictures for the company,
the first the Sylvia Sidney-George Raft
starrer, “You and Me,” from Norman
Krasna’s original.
Script of “You and Me” was written by
Krasna and Virginia Van Upp.

Scripts for Autry
Jack Natteford
Roll,” fourth of
musical western
ford handled the

will script “Roll, Wagon,
the current Gene Autry
series at Republic. Nattewriting chore on the last

Autry, “Rootin’, Tootin’ Rhythm.”
TERMER TO ANN RUTHERFORD
Ann Rutherford was last week signed to
a long-term contract by Metro-GoldwynMayer.

SCRIPT

Robert T. Shannon is scripting “Mightier Than the Sword” at Universal for Producer Edmund Grainger.

EXTEND

WILLIAM

SEITER

Director William Seiter has been given a
new contract at 20th Century-Fox.
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Atakln^^

^l^lctuiQ5 SJn

Auer, Jack Mulhall, Harry Allan, Clyde Cook.
Jack Stewart, Jameson
Thomas,
Eric Wilton
John
Hamilton.
Producer: Joseph Pasternak
Director: Henry Koster. Original: Hans Kraly.
Screenplay: F. Hugh Herbert.

WELL ALONG
AMIOS
(Para) — L,arry Crabbe.
Produoer: William
LeBaron.
Director; Charles
Barton. Original; Zane Grey.
('USTEIt’.S EAST
Dix. Producer;

STAND
George

(RKO)— with
A. Hirliman.

FIN

OF
HKOADWAY,
THE
(UA) — Producer; Samuel Goldwyn.
Original; Barry TrivRobert Andrews.

ISHING
SCHOOL
(M-G-M) — Original ;
ence Kirk, F. Tennyson Jesse.

FOOLS

Laur-

IN FAKADISE
(Rep) — Producer; Hamilton McFadden. Original; Harold Shumate.

FKONTIEK
TOWN
(FN) — with Tex Ritter. Producer: Edward Finney. Director: Ray Taylor.
Original: Edmund
Kelso. Screenplay; Edmund
Kelso.
(iENEKAL,
THE
(Ambassador) — Producer:
rice Conn, Original: Gregorio Somers.

Mau-

HOLIA
W OOD
HOTEL
(WB) — Producer; Mervyn
LeRoy.
Director: Mervyn
LeRoy.
Original;
George Jessel, Robert Rosson.
.■^LVsTEKPIEC’E (20th-Fox) — ^Original: Paul Harvey Fox. Screenplay: Niven Busch.
-MIssiN(i WITNESS
(WB) — with Jean Dale, Dick
Purcell. John Litel. Director: William Clemens.
Original: Ken Garnet, Don Ryan.
NAT('HEZ
TRACE
(20th-Fox) — with Smith Ballew.
Original; Lee Freeman.
PUAIRIF:
thunder
(WB) — with
Dick
Foran,
.\lbert Smith.
Director: Breezv Eason.
PRINCE

CHARMING
OF PODUNK
(RKO)— Producer: William Sistrom.
Original; Edmund

Hartman.
RODIN
HOOD
(M-G-M) — with
Nelson
Eddy,
Jeanette MaclJonald.
Ihoducer: Hunt
Stromberg. C)riginal: Reginald de Koven,
RO(
KABVE
clair.

KID

(Gen'l)— Original ; Edward

Sin-

SECOND
HONEYMOON
(20th-Fox)— with Loretta
Young. Tyrone Power.
Ih’oducer; E. H. Griffith.
SEI’ONI) MRS.
DR.VPER
(Col) — with
Gloria
Swanson.
SH.VNNONS
ON
BROADWAY
(Univ) — Producer:
Edmund
Grainger. Screenplav: Brown
Holmes.
THOROl
GHBREDS
DON’T
C RY
Freddie
Bartholomew,
Mickey
Garland.
Screenplay: Lawrence

Nagel, Hugh
O’Connell, Tom
Kennedy, Walter
Young.
Producer: Bryan Foy. Director: Frank
McDonald.

Richard

DUCHESS
ers,

ADVENTUROUS
BLONDE
(WB) — with Glenda
Farrell, Barton MacLane, Robert Barrat, Anne

(M-G-M) — with
Rooney,
Judy
Hazard.

'I’WO PLATOONS
(WB) — with Dick Foran, Ann
Sheridan.
Director; John
Farrow.
Original:
Carleton Sand.
U(iLY
DUC'KLINIi
(M-G-M) — with
Allan Jones,
Judy Garland. Hope Manning.
Producer; Harry
liapf. L)irector: Edwin
L. Marin.
Original:
Edgar Allen Woolf. Florence Ryerson.
YELLOW
NKiH'ITNIiAIvE
(Para) — with Gladys
Swarthout.
Producer; Harlan Thompson.
Original: Herman Bahr.
Screenplay: Frank Partos, Anne M. Chapin.

STARTING
AD\'ENTURE’.S
(Univ)
— with Arthur
John Wayne.
Producer; TremEND
Carr.
Director;
Lubin.
(Original: Ben Ames Williams. Screenplay; Scott
J »arling.
FIT FOR
A KING
(RKO)— with Joe E. Brown,
Helen Mack. Paul Kelly, Russell Hicks, Charles
Lane, Gennaro
Curci, Frank
Reicher. Donald
Briggs, Charles Trowbridge,
Producer: David
L. Loew.
Director: Edward
Sedgwick.
Screenplay; Ftichard Flournoy.
FLIGHT
FRO.M
GLORY
(RKO) — with Chester
Morris. Whitney
Bourne. Solly Ward,
Onslow
Stevens, Eduardo
Ciannelli, Van
Heflin, Lee
Patrick. Walter Miller. Paul Guilfoyle, Richard
Lane. Douglas Walton.
Producer: Robert Sisk.
l)irector; Lew
Landers.
Original; Robert Andrews.
GREAT
GARRK'K,
THE
(WB) — with
Brian
Aherne, Olivia de
Havilland, Marie
Wilson.
Edward
Everett Horton. Lana Turner, Melville
Cooper, Craig Reynolds. Luis Alberni.
Producer; Mervyn LeRoy.
Director: James Whale.
MUSIC
FOR
MADAME
(RKO)— with Nino Martini, Joan Fontaine, Lee Patrick. Barbara Pepper, Alan Mowbray.
Producer: Jesse L. Lasky.
Director; John Blystone.
NOTHING
SACRED
(UA) — with Fredric March.
Carole Lombard.
Charles Winninger. Margaret
Hamilton.
Producer; David O, Selznick. Director: William A. Wellman.
Original: James
Astreet. Screenplay: Ren Hecht.
SOPHIE
L.VNG
IN HOLLYWOOD
(Para)— with
Gertrude Michael. Gilbert Roland, Sandra Storm.
John
Howard.
Porter Hall, Barlowe
Borland.
Director: Charles Relsner. Original: F. I. Anderson.

ADVENTURES
OF
MARCO
POLO
(UA)— with
Gary
Cooper, Sigrid Gurie, George
Barbier,
Verree Teasdale. Producer:
Samuel
Goldwyn.
Director: John Cromwell.
Screenplay: Robert
Sherwood.
ADVENTURES
OF
TOM
SAWYER
(SI) — with
Thomas
Kelly, Elizabeth
Patterson, Walter
Brennan.
Producer: David
O. Selznick. Director: H. C. Potter. Original: Mark
Twain.
Screenplay: John V. A. Weaver.
ANNAPOLIS
SALUTE
(RKO) — with James
Ellison, Marsha Hunt, Harry Carey, Van
Heflin.
Ann
Hovey, Arthur Lake, George Lissey, Pass
Le Noir, Robert Kellaro, John Griggs, Harry
Fletcher.
Producer:
Robert
Sisk. Director:
Christy Cabanne. Original: John Twist. Screenplay: John Twist.
WORE
RED
(M-G-M)— with Joan Crawford, Franchot Tone. Robert Young. Reginald
Owen, Billie Burke. George Zucco, Dickie Moore.
Producer: Joseph Mankiewicz. Director: Dorothy
Arzner. Original: Ferenc Molnar.

BRIDE

(’ASSIDY OF BAR
20 (Para) — with William Boyd,
George Hayes, Russell Hayden. Producer: Harry
Sherman. Original: Clarence E. Mulford. Screenplay: Norman Houston.
CHARLIE
CII.4N ON
BROADWAY
(20th-Fox)—
with Warner
Oland, Keye Luke, Louise Henry,
Joan Marsh. J. Edward
Bromberg, Thomas Beck.
Producer: John Stone. Director: Eugene Forde.
Screenplav: Helen Logan, Robert Ellis.
D.\NGER— LOVE
AT WORK
(20th-Fox) — with Ann
Sothern, Jack Haley. J, Edward
Bromberg, John
Carradine, Margaret Seddon. Margaret McWade,
Mary
Roland, Edward
Everett Horton, E. E.
Clive, Maurice Cass, Franklin Pangborn, Etienne
Girardot, Charles Coleman, Hilda Vaughn, Walter Catlett, Elisha Cook jr.. Grady Sutton. Gladden Janies. Producer: Harold Wilson.
Director: Dr. Otto Ludwig
Preminger.
Original:
James Edward
Grant.
DOUBLE
OR NOTHING
(RKO)— with Bing Crosby, Martha Raye, Mary Carlisle, Benny Baker,
Harry
Barris. Samuel
Hinds, Alphonse Berg,
Mack
Gray, Ikaf Hytten, Calgary Brothers, J.
Carrol Naish, Gary Owen, Rolfe Sedan. James
Finlayson, William Frawley, Andy Devine. Fay
Holden. William Henry, Walter Kingsford, Gilbert Emory. John
Gallaudet, George
Barton,
Charles Irwin, Arthur Hou.seman. Jack Pennlck.
Producer:
Benjamin
Glazer.
Director:
J.
Theodore Reed.

PARK
len.

AVENUE
DAME
(Col) — with Richard ArFay Wray.
Producer: Irving Briskin. Director: D. Ross Lederman.
Original: Robert T.
Shannon.
Screenplay: Michael Simmons.
SNOW
WHITE
AND THE SEVEN
DWARFS
(RKO)
— feature-length
Walt Disney.

Technicolor

cartoon.

Producer:

SOxMETHING
TO SING ABOUT
(GN)— with James
Cagney.
Producer: Victor Schertzinger. Director: Victor Schertzinger. Original: Victor Schertzinger, Austin Parker.
STAGE
DOOR
(RKO) — Ginger Rogers, Katharine
Hepburn, Adolphe Menjou, Gail Patrick, Constance Collier, Marjorie Lord, Eve Ardon, Jean
Rouverol, Norman
Drewy,
Harriett Brandon,
Constance Collier, Mary Bovard, Phyllis Kennedy,
Al Hill. Betty Jane Rhodes, Frances Gifford,
Linda Gray, Alison Craig, Adele Pierce, Elizabeth Dunne, Lucille Ball, Leona Roberts, Andrea Leeds, Margaret Early. Producer: Pandro
S. Berman.
Director: Gregory LaCava.
Original: George S. Kaufman, Edna t^rber.
THANKS
FOR
EVERYTHING
(Col) — with Francis
Lederer, Madeleine
Carroll, (5race Bradley.
Mischa Auer, Connie Boswell, Richard Carle,
George McKay, J. C. Nugent, Charles Waldron,
Arthur Hoyt, Victor Kilian. Producer: William
Perlberg. Director: Elliott Nugent.
Original:
Adelaide Heilbron. Screenplay: Mary McCall jr.
J’HIS WAY
PLEASE
(Para) — with Betty Grable,
Buddy
Rogers, Fibber McGee
and Molly, Mary
Livingstone, Ned Sparks, Wally Vernon, Romo
Vincent, Jerry Bergen, Terry Raye, Garry Owen,
Matt McHugh,
Don
Brodie, Harry Worth, P.
Gerald Smythe, Virginia Dabney, Ned
Sparks
Harry
Worth.
Producer: Melville A. Shauer
Director: Robert Florey. Original: Bill Thomas,
Max Shane.
TOO CLEVER
TO LIVE (Univ)— with Tom Brown.
Lewis Stone. Barbara
Head, Robert Gleckler.
Howard
Hickman, Robert Homan,
Frank Jenks,
Harry

Bowen, Aileeii Carlyle. ProcTucer:
mund Grainger. Director: Lewis R. Foster.
ginal: Charles Grayson, Sy Bartlett.

EdOri-

UMBRELLA
MAN
(M-G-M) — with George Murphy,
Rita Johnson, Leo G. Carroll, Henry Stubbs, Keith
Kenneth,
Beecher,

Colin Kenny,
Robin
Leyland Hodgson,
J.

Adair, Frank
M.
Kerrigan,

Harry Allen, Eddie Quillan, Peter Hobbes, Montagu Love.
Producer: Sam Zimbalist. Director:
William
Thiele.
WELLS

FARGO
(Para) — with Joel McCrea, Frances Dee, Bob Burns.
Producer; Frank Lloyd.
Director: Frank Lloyd. Screenplay: Stuart Lake.

WIFE,
DOCTOR
AND
NURSE
(20th-Fox)— with
Loretta Young, Warner
Baxter, Virginia Bruce,
Minna
Gombell.
Producer: Raymond
Griffith.
Director: Walter
Lang.
Original: Kathryn
Scola,

Darrell

Ware.

52ND

STREET
(UA) — with Kenny Baker, Pat Paterson. Ian Hunter. Ella Logan, Jack White, Leo
Carrillo. Sid Silvers, Marla
Shelton, Collette

Lyons, Jeanne Blanche, A1 Shean, Vesey O’Davoran.
Producer: Walter Wanger.
Director:
Harold Young. Original Screenplay: Grover Jones.
GOOD
NIGHT
LADIES
(Para) — with Lynne Overman. Eleanore Whitney. Johnny Downs. Benny
Baker. Terry Walker, John Patterson. El Brendel. Kitty McHugh,
Barlowe Borland, Harvey
Clarke, Dick Allen, George Woods, Louis King,
Mabel Colcord, Ben Hendricks, Lloyd Ingraham,
Helen Flint. Producer: William LeBaron. Director: George Archainbaud. Original: Ring Lardner. Screenplay: Lillie Hayward, Ed Welch.
HOPALONG
RIDES
AGAIN
(Para) — with William
Boyd, George Hayes, Nora Lane, Harry Worth,
William Duncan, Lois Wilde.
Producer: Harry
Sherman.
Director; Les Selander.
Original:
Clarence
E.
Mulford.
Screenplay:
Norman
Houston.
I

MET
MY
LOVE
AGAIN
(UA) —
with Henry
Fonda, Joan Bennett, Louise Platt. Producer:
Walter
Wanger.
Director: Arthur
Ripley.
Screenplay: Joshua Logan.
INSIDE
STORY
(WB) — with Ronald Regan, June
Travis, Eddie Acuff, Ben Weldon. Sonny Bupp,
Priscilla Lyon, George E. Stone, Raymond
Hatton. Producer: Bryan
Foy.
Director; Nick
Grinde. Original: Morton Grant, Roy Chanslor.
L.XDY FIGHTS
BACK
Producer; Edmund
Carruth.

(Univ) — with Wendy Barrie.
Grainger. Director: Milton

lAFE

BEGINS
WITH
LOVE
(Col)— with Jean Parker. Douglass Montgomery.
Edith
Fellowes,
Lumsden
Hare, Aubrey Mother, Eva Dennison.
Producer: Myles Connolly. Director: Ray McCarey. Original: Dorothy Bennett. Screenplay:
Emmett
Lavery, Thomas
Mitchell.
LIFP] OF THE
PARTY
(RKO) — with Gene Raymond, Harriet Hilliard. Joe Penner, Victor Moore,
Helen Broderick, Eric Blore, Thelma Leeds, Erik
Rhodes. Parkyakarkus, Margaret Dumont,
Ann
Shoemaker.
Lloyd Shackelford. Jane
Rhodes,
Winifred Harris, Charles Judels. Producer: Edward Kaufman. Director: William Seiter. Original: Joseph Santley.
100

MEN
AND
A GIRL (Univ)— with Deanna Durbin. Leopold Stokowski, Adolphe Menjou, Fredrick Murray, Lee Prather, Edith Penn, Mischa

COMPLETED
.VLI'ATRAZ
ISLAND
(WB)— with John Litel. Ann
Sheridan, Dick Powell, Mary
Maguire, George
E, Stone, Addison Richards, (Jordon Oliver, Walt
Young, Al Herman, Edward
Keene, Ralph Dunn.
William Hopper.
Producer: Bryan Foy. Director: William McGann.
Original: Crane Wilbur.
FIRST
LADY
(WB) — with Kay Francis, Preston
Foster, Marjorie RamlT^au,
Walter
Connolly,
Victor Jory, Verree Teasdale. Louise Fazenda.
Anita Louise, Lucille Gleason, Marjorie Gateson,
Harry Davenport. Lillian Harmer, Grant Mitchell. Director: Stanley Logan.
Original: George
S. Kaufman.
Screenplay: Rowland Leigh.
HELL
ON ICE (Univ) — with John Wayne, Sheila
Bromley, George Lloyd, Jane Jones, Frank Otto,
Virginia Brissac, Russell Hopkins, Billy Burrud,
Lee Ford, Hal Neiman.
Producer: Trem
Carr.
Buckley.
Original:
George Waggner.
Screenplay: Harold
HOUSE
IN THE
COUNTRY
(RKO)— with Fred
Stone, Marjorie Lord, Edward
Bonns, Charles
Withers,
Willaim Corson. Producer: Cliff Reid.
Levy.
Director: Richard Rosson.
Original: Melvin
P.ARADISE
ISLE
(Mono) — with Warren
Hull.
Movita, George Pilz, William Davidson, Russell
Simpson, Rollo Lloyd, Pierre Watkins, Kenneth
Harlan. Producer; Dorothy Reid. Director: Arthur Greville Collins. Original: Allan Vaughn
Elston.
SHE

DIDN’T
WANT
A SHEIK
(Rep)— with Ramon Novarro, Robert Coote, Stanley Fields, Leonid Kinsky, Gene Lockhart, Billy Bevan, George
Sorel. Producer: Irving Pichel. Original: Adele
Buffington. Screenplay: Adele Buffington.
THAT’S
MY
STORY
(Univ) — with Ralph Morgan.
Claudia Morgan, William Lundigan, Jack Smart,
Hobart Cavanaugh,
Henry
Rocquemore.
Philip
Trent, Frank Sully, Lee Phelps, Edward
Earle,
Ed Gargan, Bernadine Hayes, Charles Wilson,
Polly Van, Allan Fox.
Producer: Robert
nell. Director: Sid Salkow.
Original:
Darling, Barry Trlvers.
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Will Be Reshown

Vacaville,

Cal. —

“Spain

in

Flames”

Amkino release showing actual battle
scenes of wartorn Spain, is scheduled for
reshowing here sometime this week.
The outcome apparently represents a
forthright victory for the San Francisco
liberals and local Spanish groups who vigorously protested the “vigilante” action of
the mayor and chief of police in halting
a previous showing on the grounds that
no permit had been granted the so-called
“propaganda” film. The Spanish group
claimed they had been told no permit was
necessary.
Turmoil over the incident reigned in
this predominately agricultural, largely
Spanish-settled small community. The
Spanish Union, which sponsored the original meeting at which the showing was
interrupted, charged force was used in
enforcing the ban.
A mass protest attended by several hundreds late last week was addressed by Assemblyman Ellis Patterson, and after the
gathering the chief of police informed
those present that a permit to present the
film would be readily granted on formal
application to the city council.

UTAH PHARMACISTS
TABOO CASH AWARDS
Salt

Lake

City — Some

of the practices

specifically mentioned by J. H. Gibbney,
executive secretary of the Utah Pharmaceutical Association, at the 37th annual
convention here include “Bank nights in
theatres, merchandise punch boards and
merchandise lotteries of all types.” These
practices, the speaker pointed out, are not
specifically outlawed in the unfair trade
practice acts, but violate other laws, and
which “can be and will be eliminated by
the Utah trade commission.”
Bank Nights and lotteries, Gibbney
declared, violate the state lottery laws. “A
tradesman who indulges in these practices
places his competitors in a position where
they, too, must violate the law if they are
to compete on an even basis.”
Members were warned not to assume that
their victory was final with the enactment
of the fair trade practice acts. The officials predicted that a very determined effort will be made to repeal or emasculate
them at the next session and urged the
druggists to prepare for the impending
conflict.
HARVEY

ANNEXES

TWO

San Francisco — Harvey Amusements Co.
has taken over both the Willow Glenn
Theatre in San Jose and the Orpheum in
Lakeport.
BOXOFFICE
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Fox

Fox Intermountain Is
Building Three
Salt

Lake

City — The

Fox

Denver — Fox

Inter-

Reviews Progress
—

The

success

of the

northwest MPTO unit in fighting off legislation and other obstacles hurtful to the
motion picture business was generally the
theme
Hotel.

of discussion at the unit’s well-attended meeting June 7 at the Davenport

Reports were
cess in warding
as well as the
cent tax on

made on the group’s sucoff competitive marathons,
death of the projected one
theatre admissions. The

“Hollywood Hotel” radio hour was again
reviewed, and Jim Hone, MPTO secretary,
read letters he had received from various
film producers promising full cooperation
in the matter. The latest drive against
the Ascap, new product, double bills, unionizing of theatre employes, finances,
among other problems, each got their
round of discussion.
The gathering was opened with a luncheon, after which Secretary Hone introduced members present. Legislator Reilly,
speaker of the house, and Florence Meyers, a member of the legislature from Olympia, were introduced, and both spoke of
their willingness to cooperate with the organization.
President Bill Ripley was in charge of
business discussions. He also concluded
the meeting, giving a resume of the national MPTOA convention last March in
Miami.

NORTHWEST REPUBLIC
HOLDS SEATTLE MEET
Seattle — Among

those

present

Theatres

Sterling, Colo., costing $100,000 and seating around 1,000. This building job is
only tentative. A complete remodeling job

Northwest MPTO
Wash.

Intermountain

division is contemplating the building of
two new houses and the complete remodeling of another as part of their summer work in the circuit. Installations of
air conditioning outfits have been completed in nine houses, marquees have been
added, others have had decorating jobs and
other improvements.
A house is contemplated in Pocatello,
Idaho, to cost $150,000, seating around
1,275. Indian architecture will predominant. A new house is being planned for

mountain chain is building three new
theatres, according to Rick Ricketson, operating head for the subsidiary of National Theatres. The
houses will be located at Pocatello,
Ida., Sterling, Colo., and Alliance,
Neb. The seating capacity at Pocatello will be 1,300. Opening of the
three buildings is expected in October.

Spokane,

Intermountain Plans
Renovations
Territory Over

at

the

northwest regional meeting of Republic
Pictures held here last week at the New
V/ashington Hotel were: Harold Sheffield,
Portland branch manager; Bob Boomer,
Butte manager; Rex Thompson, Sam Wilner, L. C. Tomlinson of the local sales staff,
and Joe Cooper, in charge of publicity in
the northwest. J. T. Sheffield, Republic
president in this territory, and Eddie Walton, sales manager, presided. Following
the meeting a dinner was given by President Sheffield.

is being planned for the Imperial at Alliance, Neb. If the job is done the house
will be increased in capacity from 800 to
1,000. The job is estimated to cost around
$50,000. Air Condition

Ten

Houses

Air conditioning has been done in the
following Fox houses: Hiawatha, Denver;
Lyric and America, Ft. Collins, Colo.; Isis,
Boulder, Colo.; Rialto and West, Trinidad,
Colo.; Coronado, Las Vegas, N. M.; EgypColo. tian, Delta, Colo., and the Fox, Montrose,
The Isis at Boulder has also been modernized with a new heating unit and ventilating system as well as being treated
acoustically. New marquees have been
added to the Liberty Bell at Leadville,
Colo.; Fox, Montrose, Valencia, Walsenburg, Colo.; Strand, Rawlins, Wyo., and the
Majestic, Nampa, Idaho.
Recarpeting jobs were done in the Paramount, North Platte, Neb.; Rio Grande,
Las Crusec, N. M.; Rialto, Missouli, Mont.;
Capitol, Pocatello, Idaho; Isis, Boulder,
Colo., and the Orpheum at Sheridan, Wyo.
Complete redecorations were done at the
Rialto at Missouli, and the Orpheum at
Sheridan.

Warn of Racket
Seattle — At

the

recent

Spokane

meet-

ing of the northwest MPTO, theatre owners were cautioned about a new racket that
is being tried in various spots in Washington. A stranger enters the town and
poses as one intending to build a new theatre, and then offers to forego the building if he is paid a reasonable sum of
money. Such an incident was reported by
one of the MPTO members.

Blache Enlarges Plant
San

Francisco

— William

H.

Thomas,

sales director for Blache Film Laboratories,
announces that his company has just completed installation of new equipment to
render quick and efficient service in the
manufacture of trailers.
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Economi] Order Cuts
Short FTP Program
Los Angeles — Extensive summer production plans of the Federal Theatre Project
have been temporarily abandoned as a result of the recent edict from Washington,
D. C., by State Director George Gerwing,
ordering a 20 per cent slash in the Project’s California personnel before July 15.
Dismiss

100 Non-Relief

Cases

First action to be taken will be the dismissal of 100 non-relief cases now listed
on the Project’s payrolls. Plans for sending two companies on a roadshow tour
of the Pacific Coast have been abandoned,
the Project’s San Bernardino unit has
been ordered to stop production and two
local theatres, as yet unselected, will be
closed before the July deadline.
Similar projects in San Diego and San
Francisco will continue to operate, but on
the reduced personnel scale. Majority of
dismissals will be from the Los Angeles
area.
Although plans for the building of a new
theatre here have been dropped until the
production schedule can be revised, Project
officials stated that in all probability the
house would be built later in the summer.

SALESMEN, MANAGERS
AT UA CHICAGO MEET
Chicago — Branch

managers

and

sales-

men from Los Angeles, Salt Lake City,
Seattle, San Francisco and Denver, attended the three-day sales conference at
the Palmer House here this week followin the close of first UA sales convention
in New York on Wednesday.
In addition to Georg’s J. Schaefer, vice-president and general manager
of United Artists, the
following home
office executives attended the
I'hicago meetings: A. W. Smith jr., sales manager; Harry L>. Buckley, vice-presid,ent in charge
corporate affairs; Jack Schlaifer, western division manager; Monroe Greenthal, director of advertising and liublicity; N. A. Thompson,
comptroller; Seymour Poe, assistant to Schlaifer, and

of

I’harles M. Steele, statistical assistant to Schaefer.
The ()0 members
of the United Artists dlstriliution department present at the meeting in Chicago included Ben Fish, Jack Goldhar and Haskell M. Masters, district managers, and the following branch managers and salesmen from western offices: Salt Lake City — R. J. Cadman.
manager. and W. K. Millar, Joe Solomon and E. M.
Gibson; San Francisco — D. J. McNerney,
O. H.
Watson. Paul Bush and N. Nathanson; Seattle —
Guy F. Navarre, manager, and A. H. Kloepper,
Jack O’Bryan and F. M. Higgins; Los Angeles —
F. W. MacLean. Guy Gunderson, Frederick Gage
and
Kenneth
MacKaig;
Denver — A1
Hoffman,
manager. Earl Collins, Fred Lind.

Paramount Follows Up
With Regional
Los Angeles — On the heels of Paramount’s ajinual sales convention,
which wound up late last week, the
company held its first regional sales
meeting of the season at the Ambassador Hotel. Charles M. Reagan,
western division sales manager, presided with branch managers from
Los Angeles, San Francisco, Portland,
Seattle, Denver and Salt Lake City
and local salesmen attending.
Reagan outlined the selling plans
for 1937-38 in detail.
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MERCY BUILDING NEW
ELLENSBURG THEATRE
Seattle

—

Purchase

of the new

theatre

building now under construction in Ellensburg. Wash., by Frederick Mery sr., has
been announced. The theatre, which will
be ready for operation August 15, will be
under the direction of Edgar Mercy who
will graduate from the University of Washington this month.
Eleven years ago, Mercy recalled, he
purchased the theatres in Walla Walla for
Frederick Mercy jr., who was graduated
from the University that year. Edgar also
is treasurer of Inland Theatres, Inc., the
operating company for the Mercy chain
of theatres in the Yakima valley. The Ellensburg house will be the fourteenth in
the string. The new structure was purchased from the Evans Investment Co. of
Spokane.
Bookings will be made by Fred Mercy jr.,
in Seattle, and Arch Bartholet, division
manager, will supervise operations. Harry
Gillespie will handle the advertising and
auditing will be under the supervision of
Sid Turner.
The building is of modern design and
will seat 750. It will be air conditioned
and carry the latest types of seating, projection and sound equipment.

Francisco — Long

awaited

by devo-

tees of European films who had been
looking forward to it ever since it was
awarded top-ranking European film honors— the Gold Medal of the Venice International Exposition and the Cinema Francaise Grand Prix award, “Carnival in
Flanders” is playing to excellent business
at the Clay International Theatre here.
A third week is assured, although rarely
are pictures held more than a second week
at the 400-seat house operated by Herbert
Rosner almost exclusively for foreign releases.

AN

18-car Union Pacific Special train,
bearing 205 representatives of 20th-Fox
back to their homes in the east and middle west after attending a convention of
the company at Hollywood, stopped over
in Salt Lake City for a short time. The
train also brought local Branch Manager
C. L. Walker of the company back from
Los Angeles with the group.
Cy Tallion, radio, rodeo and theatrical
man of note in the west, has been named
amiouncer and master of ceremonies for
the Covered Wagon Days celebration in
Salt Lake City July 22, 23, and 24. Tallion has been a theatrical producer, vaudeville performer and song writer. He is
from Denver where he has been in the
commercial department of radio station
KLZ, it is announced.
Salt Lake City residents more than 70
years of age were guests June 14 at the
Paramount Theatre during the a. m. when
a complete bill, including the feature picture “A Day at the Races,” was shown.
Henry A. Mendenhall,
of Salt Lake City, and for
sociated with theatres of
orado, as a violinist, died

Francisco — Armand

Cohen,

who

American family and adapted from Josephine Lawrence’s novel “The Years Are So
Zane Grey, popular author of western
fiction, spent two days at Fort Bridger,
Long.”getting color and taking photographs
Wyo.,
with which to illustrate his new book with
a Wyoming setting.

New Orpheum
op-

erates All-Star Features here and recently
returned from the Republic general convention in Los Angeles, announces that he
will handle Imperial Pictures in this territory, having obtained a five-year franchise
which will go into immediate effect.

Portland Visitors
Portland,

Ore. — Jack Flannery,

manager

of National Screen Service, stopped over
to greet Row managers and exhibitors and
get a glimpse of the annual Rose Festival.
Frank Newman sr. and John Hamrick
have gone to New York and eastern centers. Important conferences with Skouras
Bros, are scheduled.
FRISCO
San

PROJECT

Francisco — The

Salt

of

Policy

City — A permanent

stage va-

riety show policy for the Orpheum is announced by Harry David, general manager
Intermountain Theatres. Beginning

Special Film TRAILERS
Advertising your oustanding pictures
written up especially to suit your own
theatre requirements will surely bring
in better box office receipts.

Federal

Theatre Project was virtually wiped out
of the local theatrical picture this week
by dismissal of more than 100 members.
The Project was recently moved from the
Columbia to the Alcazar Theatre here.

Lake

with the new program, the new combination stage and screen entertainment will
get under way. Holden Swiger, manager
of the local Paramount and former manager of the Denver in Denver, will assume
his new duties as manager of the Orpheum
and producer of the stage units. C. Clare
Woods, present Orpheum manager, will
take his new post as Paramount manager.

STAGGERS
flourishing

former resident
many years asUtah and Colrecently.

An invitational preview for Salt Lake
City clergy and business men will be held
here at the Paramount Theatre of “Make
Way for Tomorrow,’’ widely discussed drama written around the problems of every

Cohen Signs Imperial
San

IILAKIIE

Catherine E. Canfield won a divorce
from Cass Canfield, president of a New
York publishing company, word from Reno,
Nev., reveals here at this time.

European Film Holdover
San

^AILT

Silent

MOTION
125

Hytle

or with

Quick

PICTURE

G. L. KARSKI,

St., San

music

Service

Francisco.
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MIRACLES DON’T “JUST HAPPEN”

'

Nature

E.R.P.I. spent years in the commercial

MIRROPHONIC

adaptation of a

Irevolutionary principle of sound reproduction known as
MIRROPHONIC. Like Old Faithful, MIRROPHONIC is a

reproducing system first conceived in the form of Stereo-

MIRROPHONIC

is the direct commercial

More

‘A THRILL

FOR

than a thousand

MIRROPHONIC,

enjoy increased BOX

through with a good show
YOUR

EARS!”

the new

Western

Etectrtc

|y||IMtOI>HOXI€
SOUND
THE

STANDARD

exhibitors, who

SYSTEM

OF THE

WORLD

have installed

used its powerful exploitation campaign,
OFFICE

Old Faithful and MIRROPHONIC

outgrowth of

the historic Stereophonic principle — first publicly demon-

Electric, it may be in-

stalled on a convenient step-by-step modification plan.

now

sound.

is readily adaptable to future advances

in the art. If you now have Western

product of time — it is a result of long research by Bell Telephone Laboratories and Western Electric in perfecting a

phonic or “third-dimensional”

York,

Hollywood, and recently, in Miami.

i
I

strated four years ago in Philadelphia, later in New

spent centuries on the process of creating the

Imiracle of Old Faithful.

DOLLARS.
never fail to come

on time — and with

^

CAPACITY
crowd of Filmrow folks
turned out at Eagle Rock, Thursday,
June 10, for the opening of Harry Vinnicof's Eagle Theatre. The house, recently
acquired by Vinnicof, has been remodeled
and redecorated and sports a new Wagner
marquee. Opening bill featured
“Lloyds of London.”

20th-Fox’s

A tentative date for the opening of “The
Road Back” has been set at the RKO Hillstreet and Pantages theatres for July 21.
The Universal picture opened this loeek in
New York on a road show basis.
Sherrill Cohen, manager of the Orpheum
Theatre, has been rehearsing his famous
“How to Undress in Front of Your Wife”
act in preparation to presenting it at the
RKO convention. Cohen is dedicating his
performance to his bosom pal, Gordon
Jones. RKO player, who helped him work
up the act.
Bill Heineman, Universal's traveling
western division manager, planed in this
iveek from New York where he has been
for the past two weeks working with home
office executives on circuit deals.
Rudy

Trotter

has

purchased

the

Rand

Theatre, Randsburg, from W. G. Eaglestone. The Rand is a 225-seater, the only
theatre in the town.
Jim Edwards is remodeluig his Alhambra Theatre, Alhambra, and expects to
open

it in about two weeks, House is getting new drapes, marquee, boxoffice and
interior decorations.

Bill Quinn has released his interest in
the Royal Films, for which he has been
the local distributor, and has taken the
West Coast franchise for Theatre Trailers
Corp. Quinn will handle
the 11 western states.

the product

for

Latest addition to Fox 'West Coast’s staff
is Lester Blumberg, formerly of M-G-M's
advertising department.
Jack Carr, display engineer with offices
on Filmrow, leaves this week for New York

Ascap Reins Loosened
in Washington
Seattle — After

June

15,

it will

J^ICHAEL SLIFKO has joined the staff
of the Capitol Theatre, and will design and construct all lobby art and displays for the downtown combination burlesque-pictures house. Slifko was formerly with the Apollo Theatre in New York.

be

necessary for the American Society
of Composers, Authors and Publishers to file with the secretary of state
every piece of music they have copyrighted. The new law also removes

June Oppen, daughter of George Oppen, well-known local theatre man, left
this week for Hawaii on her honeymoon.
She married Leland S. Rosener, prominent
young San Francisco consulting engineer.

the $250

fine against copyright offenders arid gives the power to the
judge to estimate the damages to be
paid. A test case against the state
has been filed in Tacoma by Ascap,

Ben

the outcome of which is being watched with much interest.

ITO Policy Protest
to Para. Shunted
Los Angeles — The Independent Theatre
Owners of Southern California lost the
second

round

of its protest fight with Para-

mount anent the company’s alleged failure
to produce the full schedule of pictures
sold on the 1936-37 contracts, when a
telegram, sent to Neil Agnew, general sales
manager, in the hope of reaching the floor
during the recent convention, failed to be
brought up for discussion.
Agnew said the matter was purely a local
problem
Jack

and had no place on the convention docket.
Y. Berman, ITO head, and author

of the telegram, said, “I am very dissatisfied with Paramount’s reaction to our tele-

grams.”
MANY
ARE EXPECTED
AT GOLDBERG PARTY
San

Francisco —

This

city’s

theatre

fices, exchanges and allied headquarters
are scheduled to be virtually abandoned
June 22, with some 200 film industry folks

ideas to be used on the Los Angeles opening of the film. He also has just completed
the large animated display which will be

gathering in the California Theatre Association offices to help Aaron Goldberg celebrate his 25th year as an exhibitor.

used

Goldberg, operator of six subsequentrun theatres on Market St. and vice-president of the Independent Theatre Owners
of northern California, last year received
one of the Paramount Silver medals as
one of the few theatre men who were

at the New

York

opening

of “Souls

A trade showing of “Girl Said No,”
Grand National picture, was arranged last
week at the Fox Boulevard Theatre by
Branch Manager Hi Peskay.
E. K. Menagh, former Colorado circuit
operator, was a visitor on the Row this
week, keeping a weather eye spotted for
theatre openings.
Hal

Chasnoff,

general

manager

of the

Standard

Screen Service, has been commissioned by the Los Angeles chamber of
commerce to produce a film depicting the
sports activities sponsored by the chamber
during the past year.
A contingent of Fox West Coast executives met in Sa*r Francisco this week for
business sessions hinging on new product,
operation problems and admission prices.
(Continued
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showing

pictures

PRICE

CUT

Portland,

back

in 1912.

SEEN

IN PORTLAND

Ore. — Following

the

lead

of

Seattle in advancing prices of first runs
to top of 50 cents plus five cents tax, it is
expected that a similar scale shortly will
be announced by Evergreen theatres in
Portland.

Seattle — A

TO LOUIS VON
fall

on

the

steps

Ruth Peterson, 18-year local high school
girl, left this week for Hollywood, where
she will make screen tests at M-G-M.
A
talent scout discovered her at Polytechnic
high school, same
nor was found.
Peter

Conley,

place that

San

the

Janet

Francisco

Gay-

manager

for NBC’s Artist Service, left last week for
New York, where he will book concert artists for this autumn’s musical season.
Three from the United Artists exchange
here are attending the UA convention in
Chicago. Those due back shortly from the
conclave are Exchange Manager D. J. McNerney, Ollie Watson and Paul Bush.
Warner Bros, exchange here has added
Walter Reinhertz to the sale staff . . .
Personal Warner activities include Booker
Henry Wisnia’s recent marriage, and Cashier Joseph Cannon’s vacation trip to the
mountains. Charles Muehlman is exchange
manager.

Joe Cannon, Warner’s cashier, vacationing . . . Gerald Karski reports that the
trailer business is booming. Karski manages Motion Picture Service Co. here . . .
M. Michaels, veteran local theatre man
now operating the Larkin Theatre, subsequent-run, iscutting out week-day matinees through the summer months.
Nasser Bros, will renovate their Americayi Theatre, suburban house along Fillmore street . . . Scotty McLean, technieal
supervisor of the local Federal Theatre
project, has left for Poughkeepsie, N. Y.,
where he ivill attend the summer session
financed by the Rockefeller Foundation
for experimental work and study by Federal Theatre directors, set designers and
technicians.

Win-

throp Hotel in Tacoma after leaving a
banquet for Shriners proved fatal to Louis
Von Weithoff. 67, formerly prominent as
an actor and dramatic director.

YOUR

SERVICE—

The Finest and Best Equipped
Precision Machine Shop on the
West
Coast for Overhauling
your
Sound
and
Projection

WEITHOFF
in

of Fanchon

Seen in an elevator: John Dahlinger
and Kenneth Dalton of Bert Levy circuit
all summered out in gay polo shirts.

AT

FALL FATAL

manager

of-

to attend the premiere of Paramount’s
“High, Wide and Handsome” at the Paramount Theatre, where he will work out

at Sea.”

Black, general

and Marco’s stage unit, landed here this
week en route to Hollywood after a tour
of the Orient. The troupe will arrive on
a later boat.

Equipment.
teed.

All

work

guaran-

C. R. Skinner Mlg. Co. and Sound

Studio

290

CAI.IF.
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S EATTILE
QONGRATULATIONS are in order both
for Bill Forman and Betty Annabel.
Bill, who is supervisor for Sterling Theatres, made John Danz, president of the
chain, a grandpa for the second time. His
wife, Dorothy, presented him with a beautiful daughter. Betty Annabel, for years
on the Sterling switchboard, also presented her husband Gene with a female image.
Gene is in charge of the electric work for
Sterling.
In honor of his twenty-fifth year in the
theatre business, Senior Mercy of the
Mercy circuit was feted in Yakima at the
Commercial Hotel. Those present from
the Seattle Filmrow were: L. J. McGinley, Universal; Neal Walton, Columbia;
Herndon Edmond, Fox; Gene Spear, Gaumont-British; J. T. Sheffield, Sam Milner
and L. C. Tomlinson, all of Republic. Jake
Flax of Washington, D. C., visiting Edmond, also went along. Some 150 attending the banquet. Wires of congratulations
were read, these wires coming from exchange managers who could not possibly
attend. Wire was also read from Governor Martin. The mayor opened the proceedings. Old and present employes supplied the entertainment.
Another one to join the great ranks of
proud father is Jimmy Brooks, head booker for 20th-Pox. The cigars were passed
out in honor of Jimmy Junior who just
arrived. This is the second child for the
Brooks, their first being a girl. Everyone
getting along fine.
Visitors to the northwest in the near
future will be Claudette Colbert and her
husband. Dr. Joel Pressman. The couple
have written to the local chamber of commerce asking for information regarding
our God’s country.
trip by motor.
Packing

them

They

will make

the

in at the Palomar

this

week is a stage attraction billed “How to
Undress in Front of Your Husband.” Two
girls demonstrate the right and wrong
way — that is, to their idea. The baldheaded row will be fooled, for the act is in
no way spicy, while the women will probably not go to all the posing and supposed
finesse as displayed by the girls.
Jim Hone, executive secretary of the
northwest MPTO, is at present in Sherwood, Ore., where he joins the rest of his
clan to help celebrate his mother’s S9th
birthday. The mother, Mena Tooze, will
be surrounded by some 160 sons, daughters, grand-children, sisters, brothers,
cousins and in-laws. Celebration is held
in the nature of a picnic, with everyone
bringing their own baskets which are interchanged. Grand idea.
Cecilia Schultz, operator of the Moore
Theatre, is back from her European trip
during which she signed many big concert
attractions for her theatre. Among those
signed were Heifetz, Gladys Swarthout,
Kathryn Meisle, Iturbi, Balle Russe, and
Salsburg Opera Guild. Wonder just what
the censor board will do when the Ballet
Russe arrives? The board said the act was
salacious the last time it played. This is
BOXOFFICE

UA Theatres Buy Half
Interest in R. & R.
Los Angeles — Negotiations were
completed this week whereby the
United Artists Theatres, Inc., purchased a 50 per cent interest in the
Robb & Rowley Theatre circuit, comprising 80 theatres in 30 cities in
Texas, Arkansas and Oklahoma.
Announcement of the deal was
made by Joseph M. Schenck, president of the UA Theatres, after meetings here with H. B. Robb and E. H.
Rowley, who headquarter here. Lou
Anger, vice-president of UA Theatres, assisted in the negotiations.

the first time this splendid attraction has
been criticized since its conception.
J. T. Sheffield is feeling right proud of
his two daughters. First, Mary wins the
ping-pong championship of the University
of Washington (women’s division), and
now Margaret does herself proud. Four
girls are chosen from her class and accepted into the Pi Lambda Theta, honorary in education. Not only does she get
selected, but at the first election she is
made president. J. T. owns the Sheffield
Exchange System, distributors of Republic
Pictures.
Morris Siegel, over from Spokane . . .
Clarence Farrell, on the Row from Ellensburg . . . Jake Flax, Republic franchise
holder from Washington, D. C., stopping
off for a visit to Herndon Edmond before
returning home on his way from Hollywood and San Francisco . . . Gene Spear,
off for St. Louis to see his family before
going to New York to attend the GaumontBritish convention . . . Rex Thompson, late
to work on a new job, with car trouble
the cause ... Si Young, Tony Filigno, Art
Golofan, Eddie Walton, Bob Boomer, A1
Oxtoby, all back from a series of conventions. . . Jack Flannery, on a motor tour
of California . . . Oscar Neu, back to his
home in New York . . . Frank Newman sr.,
and John Hamrick, both Fox Evergreen
biggies, off on a trip to New York for conference with Spyros Skouras . . . Tom and
Jerry Shearer, back to Portland after visiting a few days.
Frankie Whalen, on her vacation . . .
Al Finkelstein, back to Portland, and Joe
Rosenfield to Spokane . . . Guy Navarre,
Pete Higgins, and Jack O’Bryan, off to
Chicago for the United Artist convention
. . . Jack Kloepper goes from Portland . . .
Al Rosenberg , to Portland to meet his
brother Mike, who is on his way here from
Los Angeles . . . Neal East and Morrie
Siegel along with Dwight Spracker are at
the Paramount convention in Los Angeles
. . . Harry Nichols, touring representative
of Motion Picture Herald, has got his
trailer parked in town again for the summer. How that guy loves to fish . . . Charlie Hardin and his hound. Pat, over from
Olympic Shore for a couple of days . . .
Tommy Tomlinson, Bill Kostenbader, Sam
Samuelson and Harold Hardin, in that
noon card session. Tommy’s laugh can be
heard by the girls in Ben Shearer’s.

^HE CENTER is dropping stage shows
for the summer, returning to them in
September.
E. B. Derr, president, and B. A. Moriarty, vice-president of Crescent Pictures,
ivere in Denver for a feiv days on a talent
hunt.
Mr. and Mrs. Bernard Newman of Mercury exchange have returned from a New
York trip. They brought with them their
niece, Elaine Newman, who will make her
home with them.
The

Palm

Theatre

has

booked

the

French picture, "The Golem.”
The Denver branch of National Theatre
Supply has moved to their new location in
part of the building formerly occupied by
the Warner exchange. Warner Bros, used
only the first floor, but the building has
been remodeled to give each of the firms
first and second floor space.
Rick Ricketson, manager of the Fox Intermountain division, has returned from a
New York trip.
The Tabor Theatre is adding a line of
girls to their stage show. Tests made by
Ralph

Lee, manager, indicated his audiences wanted the girls brought back.

Earl R. Collins, United Artists salesman,
has gone a step toward the ultimate in
golf perfection. Playing at Park Hill he
saw his first shot find the cup for a hole
in one. The hole is 175 yards. He was
playing with Frank Sheffield, booker at
the Republic-Shef field exchange.
Harry Golub, manager of the Orpheum
Theatre, has gone east for two months.
He goes to New York for conferences at
the RKO headquarters, then to Rochester,
Minn., where he will enter the Mayo Hospital for treatment and an operation for
sinus trouble.

FLANNERY TO MANAGE
FRISCO NSS OFFICE
Seattle

—

Jack

Flannery,

for

the

past

few years northwest manager in charge of
National Screen Service, has been transferred to the San Francisco office of the
same company.
A. J. Sullivan, who has been on the
sales staff for some time, will take charge
of the Seattle branch.
SCENARIST
San

CONDUCTS

Francisco — Rebecca

narist and screen
wood to conduct
and radio writing
fornia extension

CLASSES
N.

Porter,

sce-

critic, is here from Hollysummer courses in screen
at the University of Calidivision.
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Tucumcari, N. M. — A son was born to
Milas Hurley, owned of the Tucumcari Theatre here, and thereby hangs a tale about
“A Star Is Born.”

Los Angeles — Fox West Coast’s first important opposition in the San Fernando
Valley territory will be supplied by the
Pacific Statas Theatres, under the direction of Adolph Ramish, Mike and Abe
Gore, who have revealed their intentions

Hurley

had

the picture

Fernando

Valley

two
booked with the intention of playing it
when his heir arrived, as a sort of tieup.
When the stork left the bundle. Hurley
was taken aback when informed that he
would have to wait for the picture because
of the scarcity of prints in that territory.
What to do? Earl Collins, UA salesman in
Denver, came to the rescue and drove the

and

Nate Schienberg, one-time FWC operating partner, having recently acquired a
plot of Ventura and Van Nuys Blvds., where
made scheduled immediate
struction on a 1,000-seater.

con-

The circuit operates several other theatres in the district and competition has
heretofore been limited to an occasional
independently operated house.
Plans for the immediate consti'uction of
a 1,000-seat house at Redondo Beach, another town which is largely West Coast,
were

revealed by Pacific States, with
tails to be announced later.

de-

MAX GORDON TO FILM
OWN STAGE SUCCESS
New York — “The Women,’’ current stage
hit by Clare Booth, will be the first of three
films to be produced by the Max Gordon
Plays and Pictures Corp. for the season of
1938-39, Gordon announced here recently.
Arrangements for United States and world
release of all product of the company, of
which Harry Goetz is president, are being
discussed with the several major distributing companies, the producer said.
The entry of Gordon in the motion picture field marks the first time in the history of show business that a legitimate
theatrical producer has personally set himself to the task of converting his own plays
into films.

1,000-mile distance to Tucumcari to deliver a single print, which somehow had
been scared up somewhere.
Collins is shown at the right in the picture making delivery to Bob Smith, manager of the theatre. And life — and the
show — went on.

JAM HANDY SERVICE
SIGNS FOR RCA SOUND
Camden, N. J. — Jam Handy Theatre Service of Detroit, industrial film company
which has taken over the studios and
equipment of the Metropolitan Motion
Picture Co. in that city, has signed an
RCA
sound recording license for five
years, according to Edwin M. Hartley,
RCA Photophone head. Jam Handy is
also expanding its technical facilities,
which consist of studio and portable sound
channels.
Industrial

screen

versions

Films,

Inc., of Detroit,

has

also signed a five-year RCA sound recording license agreement. Hartley said. This
new company, which is composed of Detroit
business men,
ing there.

“I believe the day is not far off when
more legitimate producers will see their
way clear to similarly produce both stage
and

is erecting

Show Moonev
Oakland,

of plays,” he said.

Cal. — Motion

a

studio

build-

Film
pictures

of Tom

Gordon’s stage plans for next season will
be announced on his return from Europe,

Mooney, famed “labor frame-up victim,”
declaring his innocence and stating the

but meanwhile a second company of “The
Women,” featuring Lois Wilson, former
screen star, is scheduled to cover the country starting in Buffalo September 9.

case for his release were shown here during a Mooney Defense Rally in Oakland
Civic Auditorium recently. It is believed
to be one of the first instances of using
films in rallies of this nature.

San

RUN

SEEN

FOR

UA

FILM

38-D

FRISCO

Francisco — “A Star Is Born” appears slated for a ten-week run before it

leaves Herman Cohen’s United Artists Theatre here. Business has been extremely
good at the Market St. house for the Unitd
Artists release.

38-B)

Dwight “Red Harkins, Tempe exhibitor,
has written, produced and acted a 300foct reel, dedicated to the various exchange managers, detailing the many
“away-from-home” failings of the Arizona
salesmen. Among those who come in for

local projectionists’ union to organize a
closed shop policy among the subsequent
run houses, most of whom are said to be
barely able to meet film rental bills and
loho feel that increased booth ivages would
be disastrous.

The

war

LEGITS

CLICK

seems

to have

shifted

from

Spain to Oceanside and Escondido. Several weeks ago Fred Seigel, Oceanside exhibitor, announced that he was invading
William Nagle’s territory at Escondido
with a new house. Now Nagle counters
with the announcement that he is moving
into Oceanside to give Seigel a taste of
his own
medicine.
win
the next
round. Big question

R. D. Steivart

has taken

is who’ll

leased theatres

from W. G. Eaglestone. circuit exhibitor.
Spots takeii over are the Ramona Theatre,
Rmnona, and the Julian Theatre, Julian.
Both houses are less than 300 seats.

Henry Unger, M-G-M
checking supervisor, recently transferred from the Los
Angeles territory to San Francisco, has now
been sent on a business assignment to
Alaska.

Comes now vacation time — and the visitmg exhibitors and exchange workers.
Roy Cooper, general manager for John
Danz’s Sterling Theatres, in Seattle, is the
first, bringing his family down here for
several weeks. Next is Martha York, cashier for M-G-M in the Portland exchange,
here for a fling at the beaches. Last, Lillian Kramer, secretary to Bill Walsh, at
Warner Bros., ivho is doing Catalina for
a week or two. Lead off man for next
week laill be Henry Slater, WB booker, ivho
is reading travel catalogues on Lake Tahoe,
June Lake and the Grand Canyon, prior
to leaving about June 25.
Floyd
Sid

St. John,

franchise

Weisbaum, branch
public in San Francisco,

Los Angeles
LONG

page

Sa7i Diego exhibitors are reported to be
much concerned over the efforts of the

important theatre projects under construction during the summer. Fox West Coast

they have

from

was produced entirely on home-made cameras and sound recording machinery.

Herman Sims, Pacific States’ realty
broker, announced that a tract of land has
been purchased and that plans are now
being drawn calling for the expenditure of
$150,000 on the theatre.
will give San

(Continued

their share of glory are Bert Lentz, Columbia: Ollie Wog and Lon Hoss, Universal; George Giroux, RKO; Glenn Slipper,
B. F. Shearer Co.; Elmer Benjamin, Nation Screen Service, and others. The reel

to build a deluxe 1,000-seat theatre at Laurel and Ventura Blvds., within a mile of a
recently announced FWC house.

This

LOS ANGELES

BIRTH OF SON GIVES
SHOWMAN AD BREAK

Pacific States Will
Build in FWC Area

exchange

holder,

and

manager for Repaid a visit to the

last week.

Pair

turned to start first of Republic’s
the-convention sales drives.

re-

after-

San Francisco — Stage competition is lifting a vigorous head in this territory, with
the city’s two legitimate theatres registering
phenomenally healthy business and nearly
a

dozen other top-ranking stage
tions looming for the future.

attrac-

Division managers in the western territory for National Theatre Supply met in
Los Angeles this week for their regular
quarterly business sessions.
BOXOFFICE
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THEATRE UNION READIES DEMANDS
Myles

GN Test Campaign
in Boston a Model
Boston — A

test campaign

put

on

by

Grand National for the local de luxe opening of “The Girl Said No” at the Shubert,
June 22, is due to be repeated, in modified form, in other key cities where the
picture will play. Since the picture contains many familiar Gilbert and Sullivan
light operatic numbers heard for the first
time on the screen, the campaign is particularly adapted to selling musical and
educational groups.
In addition to extensive billing around
town, extra newspaper space and numerous
Imusic store tieups and radio plugs, the

1highlight of the Boston campaign was the
mailing of 50,000 pieces of sales literature
to names supplied by the local Gilbert and
Sullivan organization. Lecturers provided
by the American Dramatic Lecturers Ass’n
i were assigned to various clubs and music
1 groups, this city being a stronghold

1bert and Sullivan fans.

of Gil-

' For the opening on Tuesday, search, lights, mounted on trucks in the Hollywood
manner, will play on the invited guests as
: they enter the theatre. Frank Moulan, one
of the Gilbert and Sullivan stars imported
frim New York to play his original roles
in the picture’s musical scenes, will appear
in person at the premiere. Dr. Daniel
Marsh, president of Boston University, and
Mrs. Elliott B. Williams, chairman, divisi ion of motion pictures, Masachusetts State
Federation of Women’s Clubs, head the
list of leaders in the social, musical and
educational fields who promised to attend
; the opening.
Edward Finney, GN advertising and pubjlicity director, was here a week working

jon the campaign

with John

Brown,

for-

merly with New York’s Metropolitan Opera,
, who is handling special exploitation on
“The Girl Said No.”

Gibbon Heads
New Union

Boston — Myles

Gibbon

becomes

the

first president of the new AFL affiliated Theatrical Employes local.
Serving with him are: Garrett McCarthy, vice-president ;
Dorothy
Guertin, secretary; Margaret Sherman, treasurer, and Henry Rickaby,
sergeant-at-arms. The executive
board is composed of Ralph Weinstein, Paul Egan, Robert Egan and
Raymond Millett. Julius Addison is
acting as business manager.

Beano Must Close j
in Orchard Beach
Old

Orchard

Beach,

Me. — All

Wage and Hour Scale Will
Be Adjusted to A & B
Houses in Hub
Boston — The

Theatre
New

Meetings

Theatrical

Post

of Amer-

ican Legion has suspended the major
part of its activities for the summer.
Regular meetings will begin in September.
Kenneth Forkey, greater Boston theatre
man, is said to be in line for the position
of Post Commander when the organization
holds its annual election in the fall.

NEW ENGLAND EDinON Is One of the Seven Sectional
Editions in Which BOXOFFICE Is Published Weekly. The
Other Six Editions Are: MIDEAST, CENTRAL, MIDWEST,
WESTERN, SOUTHERN, EASTERN.

employes

Exchange

Haven — Both

Workers

theatre

Meet

employes

and

exchange employes met with John F. Gatelee, AFL international organizer, last Sunday, June 13. Application for charter was
the business of the former, while the exchange workers discussed the wage schedule worked out in conference with distributor heads in New York. The schedule had
not yet been accepted by the exchange
union.

Theatrical
New

Boston — The

theatrical

beano

games at this resort were ordered closed
by Sheriff Charles H. Goodwin June 5.
The games are to remain closed until
further notice.
County Attorney Joseph E. Harvey stated action had been taken because of complaints received from church organizations
who alleged the games were being conducted on “a gambling basis.”
Simultaneously with the news of the
closing came reports from a large faction
of summer visitors and natives that this
was but the first step in the complete
enforcement of Maine’s Sunday Blue Laws,
which would turn the wide-open resort into
“just another Maine town.”

Suspends

new

union, gaining in strength, is working on
wage demands to be made to greater Boston theatre operators. The new American
Federation of Labor affiliate plans to
classify houses as A, B and possibly C
theatres. Each wage and working agreement for each group will be standard for
the city, it is intended.
The new union, comprising ushers, cashiers, doormen, candy girls and night cleaners, is the second AFL motion picture guild
to be formed in Boston within recent
months. James O’Brien, business representative of Theatre Stage Employes with
offices at 231 Tremont St., is acting as
business council for the unit. James
Burke, business manager of both Moving
Picture Operators Union Local 182 and the
new Exchange Employes group, is assisting him.

Haven — The

Union
AFL

Elects
theatrical

em-

ployes unit, organized under lATSE here,
received its charter No. 42B Sunday and
elected officers as follows: William Scanlon, president; Alma Dixon, financial secretary; Dolly Hoyde, recording secretary,
and H. Sweeney, sergeant-at-arms. The
unit, which includes about 85 members now
from New Haven and the Valley, scheduled a new meeting to discuss wage schedule on Tuesday evening.

BRAD ANGIER, New England Editor, 14 Piedmont St.,
Boston, Mass., Phone: Liberty 9305. GERTRUDE PEARSON, Suite 915, 42 Church St., New Haven, Conn. C. A.
ROSSKAM. 106 Miller Ave., Providence, R. I.

Film Reels Seized in Hub

J^EDDY
WOLF,
probably
the in
oldest
England
theatre
manager
yearsNew
of
service, has resigned as resident head of
the Franklin in Springfield. He went to
the Julius Myers house from the Shawmut

Exchange; Question Shots
Boston — Film

releases

of Hollywood

Two

thousand

Local

Action

feet of these

films

were

taken by local authorities after they had
been sent through the U. S. mail from
Hollywood. Boxoffice was informed by an
assistant U. S. attorney shortly before going to press that the government probably
will not take action on the matter until
a decision has been made by municipal
authorities.
The shots have been distributed here for
the past few weeks by Charles Williams
who recently opened a motion picture exchange at 43 Church St. in the heart of
the district. Williams states that to the
best of his knowledge all the shots in this
series handled by him are protected by
U. S. copyrights and therefore, he believes,
should be entitled to go through the mails
without violation of any postal laws.
Williams was brought before Judge Daniel J. Gillen in Boston municipal court last
week on the charge of possessing obscene
films. The case was continued until June
15. Even thought the motion pictures may
not be of such a nature as to break any
government regulation, it is possible that
they may be adjudged lewd under state
and city laws.
Some

Scenes

Thomas Martell was in town from New
York last Wednesday, booking for the

Cine

Film Distributors of Hollywood, Calif., were
seized by state authorities in Boston last
week. Federal men, too, are studying the
reels in an effort to determine whether or
not they constitute obscene pictures or
come under the heading of art.
Awaiting

in greater Boston.

United States forts and
New England territory.

Public Hearings for Tax
Measures
Boston —

The

special

Leon

commission

on taxation and public expenditures
is holding public hearings in the
state house on a number of tax
measures referred to them by the
1937 legislature for extra curriculum
study. Over 40 bills will be taken up
by the group. The views of both
proponeyits and opponents are being
heard.

now

Gordon was looking over equipment in Boston last week for his proposed new theatre in South Portland.

selling automobiles.

Walter Silverman,
er, spent the other
Montague’s yacht.
at New London.

local Columbia bookweekend aboard Abe
He

boarded

the

craft

Abe Weiner, former United Artists office manager, loho was recently promoted
to the distributors’ sales force, complainingly interrupted a game of casino on the
evening of the Friars Club outing long

taxation, a maximum limit of taxation on real estate, arid several similar limitation proposals. Other bills
as hearings

posts in the

Max Michaels, former manager of the
Park in the downtown theatre section, is

A number of the measures are pertinent to the interest of the film industry. Among these are bills to establish a maximum
rate of local

will be considered
tinue.

army

enough to draw his ticket for a golf outfit valued at $60. He won it. He also refused a spot offer of $20 cash.

con-

Ruth

apartment, five young Hollywood models try to
play a game
of bridge. Angered by a complaint
from the hostess, the irresponsible janitor decides
to make it plenty hot for them. He soon has his
furnace going full blast, making it so hot in the
apartment that the girls are compelled to disrobe
in order to be comfortable. Even the French maid
strips down to her wisjj of an apron. A comedy
ending between the janitor and the nude bridge
jilayers makes this an excellent semi-feature length
production. The many
revealing close-ups in this
subject will be greatly appreciated by the Art
Is it art
student.”

or

is it not?

That

is the

question.

Haas, daughter of the former Columbia salesman and present theatre broker, is to graduate from Lawrence School
in Brookline on June 23.
Morton

and

Edward

Homes,

operators

of the Hollywood and Liberty theatres
Providence, were in Boston last week.

in

John Eames, New Hampshire exhibitor
and state senator, is planning to erect a
(Continued on next page)

“Questionable”

Chief John J. Breslin and fellow postal
inspectors have been working on the case
from the mail angle. No official statement
has yet been forthcoming from the department, although Breslin is said to have remarked that some scenes in the seized film
were “questionable.” Breslin
the municipal court action.

is awaiting

The “Hollywood Art Featurettes” are being distributed nationally by Hollywood
Cine Film Distributors. They are mainly
on 16 mm. stock, but, although intended
mainly for non-theatrical use, have been
closely connected with regular film distribution such as was the case in Boston.
The foreword on a descriptive pamphlet
put out by the firm states:
For

Art

Study

Claim

“The copyrighted art studies and subjects listed
in this folder have been produced for classes in
Graphic Arts, art students and others using motion pictures instead of living models for study.
These films have been produced in an artistic manner by professional directors and cameramen, using
some of Hollywood’s most beautiful models.’’
The “Copyright Notice” contained in the same
booklet alleges: “The motion pictures contained
in this catalogue are protected by U. S. copyright
and reproduction in whole or part is expressly
forbidden. Duplicating a film without the copyright owner’s permission is theft, and anyone submit ing a duplicated film through the mails and
receiving and accepting remuneration therefor is
guilty of the federal offense of using the mail to
defraud. Violators will be prosecuted to the full
extent of the law.”
Synopsis
The

synopsis
turettes is given

40

of
as

one

of

of
the

follows:

STAGE

DRAPERIES

that reflect not only good taste, but
good business — because recognized
artists vouch for their appearance,
and we vouch for their ability to
stand up.

CAPITOL THEATRE SUPPLY COMPANY
^

NEW

ENGLAND

NEW

ENGLAND

28-30 PIEDMONT

STREET

ORGANIZATION

:

FOR

EXHIBITORS
BOSTON.

MASS.

One
so-called
“In

a

cold

Art

Fea-

unheated
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Now It Gan Be Shown!!
THE ROMANCE OF
EDWARD & WALLY
HAS MADE HISTORY
•

THIS PICTURE
WORLD'S

OF THE

OUTSTANDING

LOVERS

Will Make

BOX-OFFICE HISTORY
The Timeliest Subject Ever Offered to the American Exhibitor
(Copyright

NOW

1937)

AVAILABLE

FOR

BOOKINGS
or

STATE

RIGHTS

FRANCHISE

ED MAPEL

9 World Rights

c/o TEITEL FILMS
831 So. Wabash Ave. CHICAGO

BOSTON COLUMBIANS
ENJOY SEA OUTING
Boston — Columbia

went

to sea, or

al-

most, last Saturday when exchange employes left shortly before noon for an outing at historic Marblehead. Everything
was arranged. Swimming preceded lunch
which was laid in the Po’ Castle at 1:00
p. m. Events followed, with entertainment
for one and all, particularly non-combatants.
A baby bottle drinking contest was featured. Complaints were made by several
entrants that they were not used to baby
bottles. Someone had the idea of handing
out dry crackers and then offering a prize
for the first repaster who could whistle.
The formula of cheek-to-cheek, prevalent
on the dance floor, was discarded in the
three-legged race in which the respective
limbs of lads and lassies were bound together before they proceeded from one
point to another.
There were also such contests as wheelbarrow races and relay sprints. On the
upper deck of the hostelry more leisurely
Columbians indulged in shuffleboard and
target throwing. The tennis courts below
were occupied. Dinner was spread at six.
Dancing followed.
Henry Greenberg, accessory manager for
Columbia, was chairman of the committee
in charge.

Fourth Floor

BOSTON
(Continued

from preceding page)

new house in Colebrook, N. H.

M. & P. OPENS
MAJESTIC
Boston — The

:: June 19. 1937.

Theatre

on

Tre-

George Hirshenson, hooker for National
Screen Service, has been spending his vacation in Onset.

mont St. will be opened by M. and P. Theatres Corp. in the fall as a grind situation, it is talked. The former legitimate

Dorothy Karno, former booker for Century Pictures, is now with a local beer
concern.

house was leased by the circuit after being relinquished by the Shuberts. It has
been closed until the past few weeks when
the WPA rented it for stage productions.

Sally Sperber has resigned from the office force of National Screen Service to
accept a position with Universal.

“We’ve heard a lot of ‘stuff’ about this
kid of yours,” Tim Donahue, Columbia city
salesman, told Accessory Manager Henry
Greenberg the other Thursday when the
latter said he was going to bring the
three-month-old youngster along to work
one of these days. “He’d better be good!”
J. M. Cummings of the M-G-M
auditing department left Boston last week.

Charles Koerner, eastern division manager for RKO, and Mrs. Koerner returned
to Boston this week after a six-month
sojourn on the west coast.
Joseph Zuckerman, local National
Service artist, has been vacationing
York.

Screen
in New

Harry Pearlsurg of the M-G-M accessory department plans to head west to
(Continued on page 43)

The house will grind out subsequent runs
at a 15-cent minimum, it is said to be
planned. A similar policy at the Tremont,
Fred Lieberman house practically opposite,
has proved unusually successful. As things
have been standing, the Majestic has been
a white elephant on Messrs. Muhin’s and
Pinanski’s hands.
Independent interests made an attempt
several years ago to put a low-price, grind
policy into the Majestic. Labor trouble and
other difficulties developed, however. The
house was one of the four New England
theatres bombed within a single hour early
one morning. It had been operating for
about a week. Although repairs were started and plans to reopen immediately were
announced, it remained dark for months.
Some other legitimate theatres in Boston, once the white hope for the drama,
are now but memories . . . and parking
spaces.

BOXOFFICE
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pROM very good, business has taken a
general nose dive to very bad since
Memorial Day. Exhibitors say it’s even
worse than usual for this time of the year.
Busy amusement parks, circuses, etc., attract the crowds.
The industry had a little shock when
on the last hectic day of the legislative
session at Hartford, the two-men-in-abooth bill, killed in judiciary committee
early in the season, was dragged out and
sneaked through the senate. Labor leaders report that the bill was defeated in
the house by only three votes.
These days a Meadow St. man’s thoughts
turn fondly either to golf, fishing or a
vacation which will include both . . . Lou
Wechsler of UA just back from Canada
and upper New England with some good
fish stories . . . The Sam Weber party of
five at Peconic, L. I., caught 102 real
fish . . . The John Hesses of the Roger
Sherman planning to do the Jersey ocean
front in July . . . Bill Hutchins of National looks to Maine for a perfect vacation. . . Walter Lloyd of the Allyn, Hartford, dutifully visiting the relatives in Chicago and Brooklyn . . . and, beat this one,
Joe Faith of Terryville off to Europe toward the end of the month, shipping his
car along to do the continent right . . .
Jim Memery, Loew artist, loosing his allyear home from its mooring and ready for
a cruising party with some friends . . . Sid
Swirsky of Columbia planning a restful
vacation at home.
George LeWitt of the Strand, Plainville,
back from Europe, is all set to proceed
full speed with his new 500-seaf theatre
on Arch St., New Britain.
C. D. Burbank is planning considerable
improvement to the Franklin, Thompsonville . . . Meantime the schedule has been
cut down from Sunday-Monday to Sunday
only . . . Peter Parokas announces he will
have his new house in the town completed
by September 1.
Mr. and Mrs. Henry Germaine of Paramount received the congratulations of
Filmrow on their tenth anniversary last
week.
Henry Phaneuf of Baltic announces the
marriage of his daughter, Florence, to
Robert Bridges, also of Baltic . . . The
first issue of Phaneuf’s newspaper
proudly published.

New

Haven — Sale

of

the

Paramount

Theatre properties here by the receivers of
the defunct Olympia Theatre chain to the
New England Theatres, Inc., a Paramount
subsidiary, at an estimated cost of $378,000 was reported here Friday in a receiver’s
deed filed in the Town Clerk’s office.
The sale of two parcels of property
owned

by the Paramount here consummates a five-year receivership during
which the old Olympia Theatres chain, of
which the Paramount was a member, was
sold to the New England Theatres, Inc., at
a reported price of $4,000,000. The New
Haven deal winds up this long and complicated reorganization.
New

England

Theatres

Operates

The New England Theatres, Inc., now
becomes the principal holding and operating company for Paramount in Maine,
Vermont, New Hampshire, Massachusetts
and Connecticut. It also assumes a $65,000
mortgage here from the old Olympia Theatre to the New Haven Savings Bank as
part of the deal. Authority to sell the
entire chain of some 40 theatres in New
England was given to Harry L. Sampson
and Samuel Pinanski, the receivers, by
a decree entered in the courts on May 4,
1937. In addition to the theatrical properties in the chain, which has been dissolved, the Olympia Company’s assets included a 50 per cent stock interest in
Maine and New Hampshire Theatres, Inc.,
which is operated by J. J. Ford.

FETE MARJORY ADAMS
AT A SURPRISE PARTY
Boston — Marjory

Adams

had

a

party.

The dramatic editor of the Boston Globe
was 17 years old Thursday of last week.
At least, Marjory did not dispute the 17
candles on the birthday cake ordered, but
not baked, by Publicity Manager Jack
Granara of the RKO theatres. Awed, she
blew out 14 of them in one breath. The
last three went out on the second attempt.
“That means that my wish will come
true twice,” Marjory said.
It was a surprise — the party, not the
birthday. Miss Adams walked into the offices of Division Manager Charles Koerner at the Keith Memorial and found a
flock of friends and presents awaiting her.
There was also a table in the room, which
made a very nice thing of it for the ice
cream, eclairs, potato chips and other refreshments.

has been

Reveille Kniffen of UA has joined the
new car parade with an Oldsmobile sedan
. . . says business is good.
Lou Schaefer of the Paramount made a
tieup with Chrysler for his Major Bowes
International unit stage show, the fleet of
cars parading the town appropriately bannered on opening day.
Bathing Beauty contest finals at
Globe, Bridgeport, June 21, with the
tire series a marked attendance-getter
The Miss Waterbury bathing beauty
be chosen July 9 at the Poli.
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OLYMPIA RECEIVERS
REPORT FINAL SALE

the
en. . .
will

Lynch to Wed
Boston — Marriage

intentions

have

been

announced by Charles Lynch of the RKO
shipping department and Miss Helen L.
Welch of Cambridge. The pair were guests
of honor at an engagement party last week.
No date for the wedding has as yet been
announced.

Allied Reports June 15
New

Haven — The

Allied

meeting,

pre-

viously announced for Tuesday, June 8,
was postponed to June 15. The Milwaukee
convention activities were reported and the
past state legislature events summarized.

gILL FREIDAY, operator of the Deering
Theatre here, opened his three summer
houses at York Beach, York Village and
York Harbor June 12.
A charter for the newly formed local
Motion Picture Theatre Employes Union
was received recently. Election of officers
will be held within a week or two, according to John A. Russell, Empire Theatre
operator.
Lois Hall, cashier at the Empire, was to
have returned from a two weeks’ vacation
spent at the Norton Farm on June 14.
Vacations at both the Empire and Strand
began officially on that date, with employes
taking turns for the two-week periods.
J. Harold Stevens, local Paramount
branch manager, who is attending the annual convention of Paramount managers
and officials at the Ambassador Hotel, Los
Angeles, will turn scribe long enough to
give Portlandites the inside dope on Hollywood as a branch manager see it. The
stories will appear in the Portland Evening
Express.
A new candy display counter has been
installed at the State Theatre.
The Paramount exchange femmes held
their annual dinner at the Cascades June
11, with cocktails at the Lafayette. AFTER
WORK (they insist it should he capitalized) , in case the bosses are listening in.
Filmrow visitors: T. H. Martelle, booker
for the U. S. Army Motion Picture Service,
and Mrs. Martelle; Maurice Roach, WB
salesman who took Earnest Warren’s place
some time back; Arthur Jack, operator of
the Acme Theatre, Kennebunk; Bill Benjamin, NS representative, and Mrs. Benjamin.
William Romanoff, chief of service at
the State Theatre, is expected to return
from a two-week’s vacation June 14.
Heads of local women’s clubs, the YMCA,
the Portland Public Library and newspaper
scribes attended a preview of “Make Way
for Tomorrow,” held at the State Theatre
Friday morning, June 11. The picture
opens at the house June 17.
In a tieup with the Portland Evening
News the Strand and Empire theatres are
awarding free tickets this week to "Parnell’ and "Romeo and Juliet,” to sundry
persons photographed at random by the
staff photographer. Daily publicity is being
received through the stunt.
The second circus of the season. Ringling Bros, and Barnum & Bailey, comes to
Portland June 24. Tom Mix and his troupe
held forth this weekend.

HARTFORD

PALACE

DARK

TEMPORARILY

Hartford — ^Pending further bookings,

Loew’s-Palace
week period.

the

has been closed for a two-
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JOE LOUIS TRAINING
SCENES ARE CLIPPED
Boston — Joe

Louis

may

be one

POLLS 2 DAUGHTERS
ARRIVE FROM ITALY
Conn. — The

Marchesa

Lippo

Gerini and Mrs. Laurina Poll Nolan, two
daughters of the late Sylvester Z. Poll, who
were in Italy at the former’s home when
their father died, returned to the family
home via the S. S. Conte di Savoia last
week.
It was expected that the Poll, not opened prior to their return, will be offered for probate this week. Ex-governor
Alfred E. Smith of New York, friend of
the Poli family, expedited the daughter’s
return trip, it is reported.

Premium Snag
New

Haven — Announcement

of a 10 per

cent increase in Salem and other chinas
used extensively as theatre premiums in
this territory is causing considerable adjustment difficulty. Some contracts written “subject to working agreement of AFL
workers” which agreement has been revoked in favor of new demands, impose
the price rise on exhibitors, while others
must be absorbed by agents.

Friars Plan Again
Boston — The

Boston

Friars

Club, safely

over one film district golf tournament, is
planning another, to be held sometime in
August probably at the Pine Brook Valley
Country Club. Some 120 attended the
South Shore Country Club fracas Tuesday of last week, making it one of the
most successful endeavors of its sort ever
sponsored in the district.
FREEMAN-SHAFETZ

WEDDING

Boston — Alice Freeman

JUNE 22

of Warner

and

Dr. Mac Shafetz will be married at the
Hotel Bradford on June 22. Miss Freeman,
long associated with local dramatic groups,
was formerly with Columbia in New York
where she also fulfilled a number of radio
contracts.
BOXOFFICE
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BRIEFS ARE FILED
IN MAGLIORA APPEAL
Hartford — Briefs in the Bank

of the

leading contenders for the world heavyweight boxing championship, but Massachusetts theatres have been ordered not to
recognize him ... at least on Sundays.
The entire subject of “Joe Louis in Training” was ordered eliminated from Universal
news number 566 for showing in the Bay
State on the Sabbath.
It was the only deletion on the last 34
motion pictures passed by Commissioner
Paul G. Kirk, Commissioner of Public
Safety. Grand National’s “Damaged
Goods” and Warner’s “White Bondage”
were among the features approved in their
entirety.
Two vaudeville acts were ruled off theatre stages in this state on Sunday on a
list accompanying the film reports, while
seven other acts were required to modify
their routines to comply with regulations
and to forward a written statement to that
effect to the supervisor of Sunday entertainment. Six other acts were considered
“suitable” in their original form.

WooDMONT,

BOSTON

Night case

Joe Wolf, Columbia booker, has returned
to work after being laid up for a brief
spell with an injured ankle.

of the State vs. Dave Magliora are being
filed in the superior court where Magliora
appealed the case after the Windsor Locks
town court fined him and enjoined him
from continuing Bank Night in his Rialto
Theatre this spring.
The appeal was submitted on an agreed
statement of facts, making trial de novo
unnecessary, and decision is expected during the latter part of July. The first action hinged on the “proxy card” feature
of Magliora’s giveaway.

Andrew Tegu of St. Johnsbury, Woodsville, and way stations, was in Boston last
week. Tegu is putting up new theatres in
Morrisville and Waterbury, Vt.

PLANS GET UNDERWAY
FOR CLUB FESTIVITY

Julius Rifkin sent out invitations to the
trade for the opening of the new summer
stock policy last Thursday evening at the
Academy in Northampton. “Accent on
Youth” was the play. The Academy Players were the culprits.

Club is getting underway with plans for
film district festivities, probably at Pemberton Inn, some time in August. The start
of actual arrangements was slow, particularly when a special meeting called for
last Sunday morning brought out only
three members, but things are proceeding
at a more rapid pace at present.
Cooperation of exchange managers in
drawing a representative film district
turnout is being sought.

California during his three-week leave. He
will visit his father on the west coast during the stay.
George French, manager of the Keith’s
Memorial, has been making his 18-/oof
sailboat seaworthy during off moments the
past few weeks.

Jack Rice of the booking department of
National Screen will start his vacation on
Independence Day which, this year, comes
on July 4. Rice is planning a sojourn in
the White Mountains.
A1 Swerdlove, national premium man
with new offices at 38-40 Church St., left
Thursday for a business trip throughout
Albany, Syracuse and Rochester. He and
Max Finn, E. M. Loew executive, have
challenged Phil Fox, former local Columbia salesman, now Columbia’s branch manager in Albany, to a game of casino at the
Variety Club in the latter locality.
Grace McGowan
with a cold.

of M-G-M

has been ill

Irene Sullivan has resigned from the office force of M-G-M to take a position
nearer her Marlboro home. Vilma Blake
replaces her.
Burt Lazarus, premium man located at
41 Church St., reports that a new deal he
put in the Rialto, Everett, broke all records on no other day than the recordbreaking hot May 30.
Roy E. Heffner, Bank Night franchise
owner now concentrating in New England since he has disposed of the Philadelphia, states that he is about to have a
number of additional collection suits filed
against local exhibitors.

Boston — The

Motion

Picture

Salesmen’s

Jacocks Ready Soon
Branford,

Conn. — Irving

C. Jacocks

jr.,

hitherto known as operating the smallest
theatre in the state, will be ready with his
new 780-seat Branford house on or before
July 1. Alvin Studios are in charge of
interior decoration, stage set and lighting
fixtures, with Modern Theatre Equipment
supplying seats, booth equipment and carpets.

Republic Convenes

New

York — Attending

Republic’s

re-

gional sales convention held at the St.
Moritz Hotel here June 14, for the eastern
division, were the following from the Boston and New Haven exchanges: Herman
Rifkin, M. E. Morey, A1 Fecke, Jack Davis,
Sol Seletsky and C. D. Wilson from Boston;
Robert Cobe from New Haven.

SPARE

A CENT!

— To make

dollars?

Max Magofsky, first president of the
new Exchange Employes union, has been
vacationing throughout the eastern states,
as far south as Tennessee, behind the
wheel of his automobile. His wife, mother
and children accompanied him. He is head
shipper for National Screen Service.

Ad Supply Change
New HAVEN—Mrs. Joel Leighton has sold
the Mutual Advertising Service in the Film
Bldg, to Harry Egert, who is associated
with Progressive Advertising Co. in New
York and Boston. Egert has added complete lobby displays to the service.

VINCENT

BELLACQUA

14 Piedmont St., %BOXOFFICE,

Boston
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MEETING
AT

On

NEW

WITH
YORK

UA

Jl NK

H

the basis of past performances

the

boys took cognizance of Tom Spry’s remarks that Boston is the place, even in the
summer, and UA the company.

Poli Will Is Filed
With Probate Court
New

Haven — The

was, "As
record.”

the budget

goes

so does my

Reville Kniffin, New Haven’s Don Juan,
merely implied that he wasn’t disappointed
with himself.
The Boston contingent — Joe Cronan,
George Hager, Abe Weiner and the big
initial man, H. J. M. Schaefer — lost no
time in making a study of "spots of diversion.” "Just from a comparative standpoint,” they echoed.
Lou Wechsler, New Haven’s gift to Esquire, got nowhere trying to look like an
old married man with a 1936 marriage license to bolster his pride.

MAGAZINE PLUGS NEW
WORD AND ITS COINER
Bridgeport — The

magazine,

Practical

Psychology , in its July issue devotes a full
page to Matt L. Saunders, manager of the
Loew Poll Theatre, and his new word
“showmanize.” The word was coined by
Saunders and means to introduce showmanship into anything.

Bruce

will of the late Syl-

vester Z. Poli, founder of the Poli chain at
One of the ace salesmen, Boston's "Tomatoes” Dervin, seemed more excited
than ever about the company's budget of
$26,000,000 for the new season. All he said

REUNION

present operated by Loew’s, Inc., has been
accepted for probate in the probate court
here and discloses a $4,000,000 estate, considerably under the magnate’s reputed
worth of $30,000,000.
The will provides one-third the principal
after payment of debts to Mrs. Poli in
trust, payments yearly not to exceed $100,000, and the balance, also in trust to the
four daughters, Mrs. Laurina Nolan, Mrs.
Juliette Sheehan, Mrs. Adeline P. Leonard,
and Marchesa Lillian M. Gerini, each “for
her sole separate use, free from the interference and control of her husband.”
It is believed here that substantial gifts
were made by Mr. Poli to his family during
the last few years of his life.

IRVING COHEN

TAKES

Boston — Rudolph

Circle

will be reopened by Warner in the fall.
This house has been dark intermittently
since 1935 and entirely for four years previous. All other Warner houses are in
operation except the Alhambra, Torrington
and the Tremont, Ansonia, closed for the
summer.

Peggy O’Neil, and $12,000 in prize money
won in a local newspaper motion picture
cartoon contest, mailed his last batch of
postcards from Denmark. The honeymoon
couple met Adolph Bendslev there.
Mr. Bendslev, secretary of the Independent Exhibitors, Inc., and operator of the
Community in Wellesley, is spending the
next few months abroad.
“Boys! Is this the life! Here is a place
worth living in! The beer is getting better
and better,” comes
hagen.

and

Mrs.

John

Feinstein

celebrated their third wedding anniversary
last Thursday. Feinstein is employed by
the BG Film Co. Mrs. Feinstein, also
known as Sylvia, is at present with the
National Theatre Supply Co.
WILLIAM

GLEICHER

Boston — William

JOINS METRO

Gleicher

of New

the DiLorenzo-Daly interests have retained Irving Cohen of Boston for the position. Cohen has been in the employ of
the chain in its Lowell houses.
Sirica is reported to have new Connechim. ticut connections, as yet unannounced by

VAN

DOREN

REOPENS
Van

York

JUNE 21

Doren

has set the

formal reopening of his renovated Hamilton Theatre on June 21. A price rise from
20 to 25 cents will be instituted.

44

from his
S is back
REY
fJUMPH
circus
tourDOULEN
well tanned
and several
pounds heavier.
During the first 14 days of June, seven
circuses played the state. One even advertised air-conditioned tents.
Manager Morris Rosenthal of the Majestic and his wife, Molly, are back from
a cruise to Havana.

“Ecstasy,” booked into the Lyric here,
has
shown.hit a snag and probably won’t be

Costly Volume
Washington

is now working as a student employe at
the local M-G-M exchange. Gleicher has
started in the poster room.

Waterbury — Fred

the card from Copen-

It was signed respectively: “Peggy
O’Neil,” “Rudy Bruce” and “Ad. Bendslev.”
The “O’Neil” was connected to the “Bruce”
by two arrows, meaning two hearts in
three-quarter time, or more.

JOHN
SIRICA'S POST DAVIS TAKES CHARGE
Britain — Following resignation of
John Sirica from the management of the
AS SWANSON RESIGNS
Rialto, which he held for several years,

Eugene G. Brassil is in charge of the
Cameo lohile Manager Edgar Lynch is
touring Canada for three weeks.

Feinsteins Celebrate
Boston — Mr.

M-G-M

Southington,

Conn. — O.

F.

Swanson,

manager for the past six years of the Colonial Theatre, has resigned, and Joseph
A.
Davis,
owner, has assumed personal
charge.
Douglas Estelle, formerly at the recentlydemolished Globe Theatre, New Haven, will
assist Davis. Swanson has not yet announced his new connections.

Fishman Opens

Warner Reopening
Conn. — The

Bruce, former

checker who set sail around the world a
few weeks ago with a bride, the former Miss

the word he has put into circulation.”

Manchester,

and O'Neil Meet
Bendslev

New

In part the magazine says, “Accepting
the new word, we’ll say that Matt Saunders himself has been a success as a showmanizer. He exemplifies the meaning of

South

IN DENMARK

—

Twentieth

Century-Fox

paid $1,000 to the Democratic National
Committee for a copy of the 1936 Democratic National Convention souvenir book
autographed by the President, according to
the committee’s report of contributions
filed with the clerk of the house. Corporations are prohibited from making contributions to political parties. An investigation of the purchases of the books by corporations has been demanded by Representative Snell, Republican house leader.

Fairfield,

Conn. — The

formal

opening

of

the enlarged and redecorated Community
Theatre is announced by Fishman Theatres
for June 17. The Dixwell, Hamden, another Fishman house, recently completely
modernized, completed its new cooling system installation on Friday. The Lawrence
has also been reseated and decorated.

Bonoif Hurrying
Saybrook,

Conn. — Leo Bonoff

is proceed-

ing with all possible speed to complete his
600-seat Colonial Theatre for an August
opening. Contracts are held by V. & S.
Construction Co., Alvin Studios and Modern Theatre Equipment. Bonoff also operates in Madison.

Panoras Opens June 26
New

Milford,

Conn. — The

Star,

com-

pletely razed and rebuilt, will be ready for
opening as the Twentieth Century by June
26, Steve Panoras reports.

NEW
New

MARQUEES

FOR LOEW-POLI'S

Haven — Loew-Poli

vision will install new
period of time.
BOXOFFICE

houses

in the di-

marquees

:: June

over a
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Theatre
City

THESE

GREAT

BOOKS

GIVEN

WITH

State

EACH

YEAR'S

SUBSCRIPTION

THIS

WEEK

WE

MEET

BEN ROSENBERG

RKO-Albee will close June 30, accordmging to announcement by Resident Manager Wm. Brown. Management will expend

gEN ROSENBERG had not been in the
motion picture industry a week before
they made him an Indian. He is now
manager of the Fenway Theatre, Back
Bay first-run spot of the M. and P. Theatres Corp., and once more a paleface.
Started

as a Law

“You’ll do,” Anderson told Ben Rosenberg.
“Do what?” thought Ben, who
know what it was all about.
Shifted

to an Indian

didn’t

Chief

It ended up with him posed, in full regalia, on what Anderson fondly supposed
was a replica of Plymouth Rock. It also
ended Ben’s fling at the stage. From then
on, he stayed well in front of the footlights.
He remained at the Metropolitan for a
year but soon found himself, in 1927, at
the Paramount in New York’s tipsy-turvy
Times Square as assistant manager, no
less.

He had no further experience with being a wild Indian, but he did meet up with
a patron who thought he himself was one
. . . or worse. Jesse Crawford was at the
organ when, in the first row, a man
suddenly sprang up. Silhouetted in the
b^e spotlight, he turned, faced the audience, and began to jabber in a tongue
that Ben claims was foreign. Ben went
after him, was knocked down the first
time, and grabbed him the second. The
gent was given a bum’s rush, by the seat
of the pants, straight through the plate
glass door to 43rd St., upstairs to the Red
Cross room, and thence to the Psychopathic Ward at Bellevue.
Jesse Crawford looked up Ben after the
show.

“I could hear him, but I couldn’t turn
around without ruining the act,” Jesse said.
“I thought my day was done.”
Ben didn’t know about that. He knew
his day was done, though, so he went home
and piled in bed.
An

Aquarium

Bursts

He went across the bridge to the Brooklyn in 1928 to open Paramount there. It
was pretty much of a job. The house had
to be unlocked for business on November
24 and on the dot. The carpet was delayed. Things didn’t look so good, but
46

$40,000 in improvements at the house dur-

ing the summer shutdown, says Brown,
includmg tearing out of wooden floors and
replacing them with cement; installation
of 2,000 new seats, new carpets, drapes and
thorough redecorating .

Student

He was born in the Hub, attended public
schools in Revere, and eventually found
himself at Northeastern Law. Studying for
the bar proved no bar . . . for theatre
work, that is. The 4,332-seat Metropolitan
opened here in 1925 with young Rosenberg
as one of the ushers. He was young, too.
John Murray Anderson was staging the
flesh show that week. He needed an extra
to fill in on the production which was entitled “The Melting Pot.” The 60 ushers
were lined up. Anderson examined them
like a drill sergeant.

J^NNUAL
open aira crowd
concertof held
Junethan
13
that attracted
no less
5,000 persons, coupled with the opposition
provided by beaches, amusment parks, etc.,
gave all Providence theatres a serious drop
in Sunday matinee business.

Associated Theatres, Inc., revealed last
week that beginning June 28 their Empire
Theatre will drop its subsequent run film
policy for legitimate stage attractions.
they took on a better outlook when a mammoth aquarium of imported Belgian glass
was assembled and almost filled.
At 8; 00 a. m. the opening day, the
aquarium burst and about 20,000 gallons
of water flooded the place. The furniture
was floating, the next minute. Shovels,
brooms, pails and whatnot was brought to
bear.
.
The Brooklyn Paramount opened on
time, several hours later, but there were
those who were unkind enough to say that
the opening was all wet.
Paramount

Contact

to 1931

Ben went to the home office of Publix
shortly afterwards where he worked under
Chester Stoddard, now an M. & P. branch
manager here. He hit the long, long trail
until April of 1931, opening theatres from
here to there, training personnel, and
checking situations. He opened, and reopened, such sports as the Paramount in
Youngstown, Ohio; Anderson, Inc., Marion,
Ind.; Providence, Lynn, Salem and Newport, R. I„ as well as the Oriental in Mattapan, the Eastman in Rochester and the
Broadway in Newburgh. Everytime he opened a letter he had to go and open another
theatre.
Ben Rosenberg covered some three hundred motion picture houses while on the
road. He met plenty of executives and
learned plenty of business. He was practically the first Publix man doing that
particular work, and he was the last.
To THE Fenway

in 1934

He returned to the Metropolitan in Boston during April of 1931. This time he was
house manager, instead of usher, and he
didn’t have to double as an Indian. He
moved over to the Modern, as manager,
two years later, and he was at his present
position as manager of the first-run Fenway by September, 1934.
Ben Rosenberg has been in the business
for a dozen years. He is the youngest man
ever to hold some of the positions he has
covered. It has not always been easy. He
was an assistant manager at the Paramount for 19 weeks, working from 9:30
a. m. to midnight, until he had a single
night off. Yet he’d rather be a theatre
manager any day than an Indian, he
states.

Loew’s State has two early hour attractions on its booking sheet during coming
weeks. These are graduation exercises of
Central high school and Hope high school,
to take place June 21 and 22, starting at

7:30 a. m. The management

has donated

the use of the theatre to the school authorities and House Manager Howard
Burkhardt has postponed his vacation until after the commencement exercises have
been held.

Don Desmond, student assistant manager
at Loew’s State, is in Atlantic City for a
week’s vacation.
Edward

L. Reed, manager

of the Strand,

left for New York June 12 for several days’
stay, during which he’ll look over the Paramount, Republic and other studios’ lists in
lining up his shows for next season.

BOSTON CINEMA CLUB
CLAM BAKE JUNE 17
Boston

—

The

Boston

Cinema

Club

is

planning a clam bake for the district on
June 17. Although certain film men have
been referred to as being as tight (lipped)
as clams, and some others have on occasion been ‘baked,” the idea is a new one
for Church St. celluloid dispensers. The
event will probably be staged in Ipswich.
The Cinema Club, formed last fall as a
fraternal and charitable organization, is
composed of exchange office managers and
exchange circuit bookers.

Columbians Rewarded
Boston — The

Hub

office

of

Columbia

copped two prizes in the recent sales drive.
Employes as a whole receive one-third of
a weeks’ salary as a bonus for landing
fifth place in the date campaign. Henry
Greenberg and Bernard Levin of the acces-sory department gets a bookcase and
a vacuum clean with divers attachments
for placing
similar fifth in the accessories sellinga contest.
DOMBI JR. WILL USE BANK NIGHT
Fairfield,

Conn. — John

Dombi

jr. has

bought Bank Night for the newly constructed Brooklawn Theatre.
BOXOFFICE
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CLEIMD EXCHANGE - UNION DEAL
Steffes Files Suit

Detroit — George

for 'lost Horizon"

Detroit — W.

A.

Steffes,

Minneapolis

showman and owner of the Deluxe Theatre
here, has filed suit in circuit court against
Columbia, charging it failed to deliver
“Lost Horizon” as allegedly agreed by contract between the theatre and the picture
company.
The suit, which was filed by Adrian
Rosen, attorney for the plaintiff, states
that the Deluxe had, in addition to the
blanket contract, a separate contract calling for the delivery of two Frank Capra
pictures, with “Lost Horizon” stipulated.
In the blanket contract Columbia reserves
the right to withhold delivery of any picture which it roadshows.
Steffes wants a court order forcing the
company to release the picture to his theatre this season instead of next year.
Other members of Co-Operative Theatres, which does the booking for the Deluxe,
are not supporting the suit and Ray Moon,
general manager of Co-Operative Theatres,
declares “we have done and will continue
to do everything we can to discourage
this action.”

MIDEAST SENDS 22
TO REPUBLIC PARLEY
New

York — Delegates

from

the

Wage Scale and Hours Are
Settled; Overtime
Is Issue

Trendle Will Operate
Esquire Theatre

Detroit,

Cleveland, Cincinnati and Pittsburgh exchanges attended the regional sales conference held by Republic here June 14 at
the St. Moritz.
The following were delegates:
Prom Detroit^ — Sam Seplowin, Harry
Berman, Fred Strubank, Fred Sturges and
Mr. Holmes. From Cleveland — Nat L. Lefton, J. S. Jossey, S. P. Gorrel, F. E. Belles,
R. O. Plemm, M. J. Glick, Rudy Norton
and L. M. Mishkind. From Cincinnati —
Max Margolis, George Kirby, Rudy Knoepfle and Robert Drew. From Pittsburgh —
J. H. Alexander, Sam Pineberg, George
Collins, Hymie Wheeler, Louis E. Hanna.

Trendle

will

ov-

erate the new Esquire Theatre being
erected at Harper and Cadieux, the
United Detroit Theatres head told
Boxoffice

this

week.

This

will

Cleveland — Cleveland

make

the sixteenth theatre in the UDT
chain, a Paramount subsidiary.
The theatre is being erected for a
group of real estate people by Saul
Sloan, local contractor, who has built
several theatres in the city.
The Esquire Theatre is expected to
be open shortly after September 15.

auto

city

is

donning

Scale

its

York

City

Agreement

The scale submitted is: Head shipper,
necessary.”
$38; shipper, $28; assistant shipper, $23.
The old scale averaged $25.
Poster clerk, $28. Assistant poster clerk,
$23. The old scale was approximately $25
and $20 respectively. The new agreement
(Continued on page 51)

independent

ELSIE

LOEB,

Temporary

“However, we understand this is only a
temporary agreement and there is still opportunity to make whatever changes are

exhibitors will be forced to adopt “lower
admission prices and bigger giveaways” in
retaliation for the decision of Loew’s circuit to return cash giveaways at a majority
of its theatres here, it was said this week
by officials of the New York ITOA.

MIDEAST EDITION Is One of the Seven Sectional Editions
in Which BOXOFFICE Is Published Weekly. The Other
Six Editions Are: NEW ENGLAND, CENTRAL, MIDWEST,
WESTERN, SOUTHERN, EASTERN.

Satisfactory

“With only two Cleveland exchanges —
20th Century-Fox and Warner — employing
three shippers we feel this setup is manifestly unfair,” Johnson said in explaining his protest.

Independents Retaliate
York — New

Not

The wage scale covering shippers, poster
clerks and inspectors as set up by the
lATSE and distributor representatives in
New York, does not meet the approval of
the local Film Exchange Employes’ union.
J. K. Johnson, union president, has registered a protest with local lATSE No. 160,
protesting the provision governing the
classification of shippers, whereby in the
event of the employment of less than three
shippers, the top or head shipper classification is cancelled, leaving the shipper and
assistant shipper in a lower wage scale
bracket.

gayest togs for the thousands of visitors
expected here for the Shrine convention
next week. All of the city’s theatres have
special decorations both inside and out in
honor of the gathering.
Among the many entertainment items
listed for the convention is a special midnight show to be held at the Fox Theatre, at which Judge Clyde I. Webster of
Detroit, imperial potentate, will speak.
The film exchange building has been
lighted with Shrine emblems for the occasion. Prominent in the activities next
week will be, among others. Bill Carlson,
who besides being vice-president of the
Variety Club, is president of the Caravan
Shrine Club; Jake Schreiber and Walter
Stebbins, of the film building management.

New

distributors

Not yet settled are rules governing working conditions. Under this classification
comes the problem of overtime.
Up to now, overtime is compensated for
by free time at some other period.

DETROIT IN FESTIVE
ARRAY FOR SHRINERS
Detroit — The

major

have received notification from their home
offices that an agreement has been reached
between their own representatives and the
representatives of the lATSE governing the
newly formed film exchange employes union whereby they agree to recognize the
Film Exchange Employes Union B-5 as a
bargaining agent, to establish a minimum
wage
week. scale and to adhere to a forty-hour

12805
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mnSTHY MAY PASS DNSCATHED
Adverse Measures Killed
as Michigan Sessions
Near Close
By GENE
Detroit — The

RICH

film industry

is expected

to escape any harmful legislation from the
Michigan body of law makers during this
session which will adjourn June 25 in Lansing. The legislature will call a halt then,
it is expected, to five months of wrangling and largely ineffectual debate.
Though he was confined to Harper Hospital because of a minor operation during
the last week, H. M. Richey, general manager of Allied, kept in touch with the legislative situation in Lansing and as a result,
word has been received here that two of
the adverse bills have been killed.
Screen

Ad

Ban

Fails

One

was the bill to outlaw screen advertising, with the exception of preview
trailers, from all theatres. This measure
was reported out of committee, but was
stricken from the books when the house
voted it down.
Of more importance, had it gained
any headway, was the bill which would
have placed a 10 per cent tax on amusement admissions in Michigan. Richey was
assured this week that the bill has been
killed in the committee room.
Still pending, but upon which there are

assurances that they will not even get onto
the floor for debate, are these bills:
Anti-Ascap

Bill

Present

The measure creating a censorship board
in Michigan which would cost exchanges
$3.00 per reel for screening and a possible
curb on many pictures.
No theatre owner may give a pass to any
legislator, city, county or state official.
All theatres in the state must have concrete stairs and floors after September 1
of this year.
Previously this year, the bill which would
have okayed dog racing at night in Michigan was killed after a lengthy fight in
the state senate.
Another measure affecting theatres is the
bill recently introduced in Lansing which
would prohibit Ascap from operating in the
state. Due to some expert lobbying by
Gene Buck last week, this bill is not expected to go very far.

Weiss Anniversary
McKeesport,

Pa. — Jos. Weiss

Theatres,

Inc., will celebrate their 20th anniversary
during the month of July. A special campaign observing the occasion has been
planned by A1 Weiss, manager. Photo
giveaways will be one of the features of
the month’s drive. A special collection of
autographed photos from stars extending
best wishes will be displayed.

J^ARYLAND Theatre, Blawnox, recently
taken over by Harry Rachiele, is now
operating three days each week. A new
blower-fan has been installed.
Harry

Schmidt, Imperial exhibitor, vacationed hi Detroit over the weekend. Sunday-a-week ago he treated two of his house
assistants to a trip to Cleveland where they
attended the Exposition.
Plans to establish a new radio station in
Pittsburgh, largely to serve the foreign
population, were revealed when the Federal Communications Commission referred
for engineering examination an application
by WWPO, Inc., which is backed by a group
of Pittsburgh district residents.
With the purchase of the American Poster Supply Company by Fred Solomon, the
"meeting place of exhibitors” has been
repainted and renovated. Posters on the
office wall, many representing the days of
the silent screen, have been discarded.
When Emma L. Diettinger returns to her
post as a member of the booking staff at
the Warner exchange she will be Mrs. Alfred L. Jarabin.
(Continued on next page)
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Now It Can Be Shown!!
THE ROMANCE OF
EDWARD & WALLY
HAS MADE HISTORY
•

THIS PICTURE
WORLD'S

OF THE

OUTSTANDING

LOVERS

Will Make

BOX-OFFICE HISTORY
The Timeliest Subject Ever Offered to the American Exhibitor
(Copyright

NOW

1937)

AVAILABLE

BOOKINGS

FOR

or

STATE

RIGHTS

FRANCHISE

ED MAPEL

9 World Rights

c/o TEITEL FILMS
831 So. Wabash Ave. CHICAGO

Fourth Floor

BLATTS LEASE HOUSE
AT PORT ALLEGANY
Port

Allegany,

Pa. — Blatt

Bros,

circuit

this week completed arrangements with
H. L. Boudon for a long term lease on the
Grand Theatre here. The theatre, operated
for many years by Boudon, will be transferred as of July 1.
Blatt Bros, circuit had approved plans
for construction of a new theatre here but
with the leasing of the Grand the proposed new project will be set aside for the
present at least. Taking over the Port
Allegany house increases the Blatt Bros.’
theatres to a total of 15.

MANY INSTALLATIONS
BY NTSCo. REPORTED
Cleveland — L. H. Walters,

National

The-

atre Supply Co. manager, announces the
following installations recently made by
his organization:
Complete sound projection in the Ohio Theatre.
Ashland; two blowers, motors and speed drives,
Strand, Alliance; two blowers, motors and speed
drives, Ritz, Newcomerstown ; two blowers, motors, drives, Brown Theatre, Wapakoneta;
air wash
system. Strand, Wadsworth ; projection equipment,
and carpet, Yorkville Theatre, Yorkville; lamps,
Grand, Orville; generators, Ritz, Mansfield; generators, Capitol, Steubenville; sound
projectors.
Melrose, Cleveland.

GASSAWAY
Gassaway,

W.

ALPINE

REOPENED

Va. — Alpine

Theatre,

re-

cently acquired by the Anderson-Alpine
circuit and closed for repair and remodeling, has been reopened.
BOXOFFICE
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PITTSBURGH
• Continued

TRANSFER NETS UPS
TO FIVE WARNERITES

from preceding page)

James H. Alexander, Sam
Fmeberg,
George Collins, Hymie Wheeler and Lou
Hanna of the local Republic Pictures Corp.,
attended a regional sales meeting in New
York this week. Fmeberg returned last
week

from a three-week vacation in Hollywood where he attended the Republic convention. Collins, vacationing in New York
with Mrs. Collins, joined the others this
week at the New York meeting.

Ralph Kinsler’s preview of GN’s “The
Girl Said No,” adaptation of a Gilbert
and Sullivan operetta, drew a large and
merry crowd of exhibs throughout the territory. The preview was held at the RKO
Orpheum.
Waryier’s Howard Markham has been
transferred to W ashington, D. C., branch.
Other
Ruth

exchange moves mcluded Snow Wilburn and Ann Warnell, added to Metro;
Kurzinsky, added to Republic; John

Dugan,

former manager of the Hippodrome, Springfield, O., joins Big Features,
as assistajit to Don Duff.

Ferd Middleberg has added the latest air
equipment installations to his theatres,
the Logan and the Middleberg, at Logan,
W. Va.
The Orpheum at Huntington
installed air conditioning.

(Continued

on page 53)

has

also

Pittsburgh — Warner

Bros,

announced

a

number of promotions as the result of a
transfer in the advertising department at
the local office.
Jim

Totman of the Warner, Erie, reported here this week to succeed Bonn
Wermuth as assistant to Joe Feldman, in
charge of advertising and exploitation. Ken
Grimes of the Warner, Morgantown, has
been named to Totman’s former position
in Erie and Frank Roberts, formerly manager of the Enright here, has been called
from Steubenville to take over the Morgantown job. Tony Cavallo of the Liberty, New Kensington, has been shifted
to Steubenville and Erwin Kaye of the
Albany zone has been given the position at
New Kensington.
Wermuth, assistant to Feldman here for
the past five years, has
cial district exploitation
er a number of cities in
tory with headquarters

been given a speassignment to covthe mideast terriat Washington.

limmy Nash loins UA
Pittsburgh

— James

H.

(Jimmy)

Nash

was named late last week as a member of
the local stales staff for United Artists under Clarence Eiseman, branch manager.
He succeeds Charles L. Dortic, West Virginia representative, who resigned several
Jules Lapidus’ Grand
to join staff
weeks agoexchange
National
here.
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Labor Unrest Takes Toll
of Mich. Theatre Grosses
By GENE
Detroit — Michigan,

RICH
strike-torn

state of

the union, has played havoc with industry
and business through the first five months
of 1937. And no small part of the losses
suffered by business in general in the auto
state this year has been recorded for Michigan theatres.
When the new year dawned, Michigan
exhibitors looked hopefully to 1937 as a
year of plenty. During 1936 they had
watched grosses rise over the preceding
year and all signs pointed to 1937 as a
banner season.
Labor

However,

Swings

that new

New

Club

bludgeon

of labor,

“the sitdown strike,” soon brought dark
clouds into the sky. The “forty-day siege”
of Flint, during which auxiliary strikes
were held in Detroit, Saginaw, and other
Michigan cities where General Motors’
plants are located, was the beginning of
the current “labor revolution” in this state.
The Committee for Industrial Organization
and its affiliate, the United Automobile
Workers, soon found their new weapon a
most effective one — even though it crippled the business of innocent bystander
industries.
From the automobile factories, the sitdown wave spread to other industries —
until, in fact, practically every field of business endeavor has been hit in Michigan at
one time or another in the last five months
— even to the distribution end of the film
industry.
Grosses

Off

25 Per

addition, there were five other houses closed in Bay City, 14 in Flint, and 12 in
Saginaw. Numerous independent theatres
were also closed among the 180 communities affected by the power shutdown which
reached over 13 Michigan counties.
Besides affecting theatres now in operation in the state, the labor strife in Michigan has seriously hampered construction
on new houses both in Detroit and out in
the territory. Here the Palmer Park and
Circle theatres, under construction, have
been held up due to strikes. Several other
proposed erection ventures are being halted
or delayed by the uncertain outcome of

“As a matter of fact, in dollars and
cents,” said one prominent exhibitor, “I
would say that Detroit exhibitors alone
have grossed $1,000,000 to $1,500,000 less
during the first five months of 1937 than
they did during the same time last year.
And the main reason is the uncertain labor

VARIETY EXPECTING
CROWD AT TOURNEY
Detroit — A large turnout

is expected

Rain caused postponement of the “diamond battle” of the century, in other
words, the softball game Wednesday beUoeen Irv Belinsky’s “Bugs” and M-G-M’s
Leo “Lions.” However, both teams promise to be ready this week for the contest.
Custer E. Carland (cq) , who operated the
Garden Theatre in Frankfort, died last
week.
George Ranshaw, manager of the Northwest Theatre, who won the United Detroit Theatres’ managers’ contest during
the Zukor Jubilee Drive, is sporting a new
Plymouth coupe. That
dently came in handy.

prize money

evi-

Rog Kennedy, business agent of the operators’ union, attended a meeting of the
Michigan penal board last week in Ionia,
as one of the new members of the commission.

for

the first golf tournament of the Variety
Club to be held at the Meadowbrook Country Club next Tuesday.
Attractive prizes have been secured for
the winners and the day of golf will be
followed by dinner and, later, by a special
wire report of the Braddock-Louis fight.
The committee for the tournament is
headed by Carl Buermele and includes
Mannie Gottlieb, Charlie Perry, Irwin Pollard, H. M. Richey, Jack Stewart, William
Flemion, Harold Robinson, Moe Dudelson
and E. A. Wescott.

Grand National, starting its 1937-38 release schedule in style, was host at a special preview Tuesday night of this week
of “The
Theatre.

Girl Said No,” at the Adams

Attending the United Artists sales conference in Chicago are Morris Dudelson,
S. J. Bowman, B. J. Robins and I. Weingarden.
Leonard Schecter and his wife, the former Ann Zimmerman of the Columbia of( Continued on page 52)

The Exhibitors* Hot Weather

Skillful

Friend

Screeno

The One Sure Money-Winner
During the Summer Months ! !
Ask Any of These Live-Wire Showmen:
Jacob

Scheiber Circuit, Associated Circuit, Krim Circuit, Brown Enterprises, I. J. London Circuit, Jim Olsen Circuit, Bernstein Theatres,

Schulte
others.

Circuit, Iris, Oakman,

START

ers can’t tell from one day to the next
whether they will be working, it is no wonder that they are saving their money and
staying away from theatres.”

A DAY

Booth, Irving, Dix Theatres

OR

TWO

SKILLFUL SCREENO
CALL

—

WRITE

WIRE

and

many

RAndolph

7978

OF

— N-O-W
—

TODAY

Darkened

The power strike of last week in the
Saginaw valley caused the closing of the
Butterfield circuit’s 14 theatres in Saginaw, Bay City and Flint for the day. In

50

publicity for “Lost Horizon” throughout
the Butterfield circuit in the state.

labor’s battle with industry and capital.

condition.”
One out-state circuit operator said, referring to the “labor holidays” of last week
in the Saginaw Valley of Michigan: “It is
only natural that receipts have been considerably off in the state. When the work-

Houses

JACK THOMAploitationofstaff Columbia’s
exis working Chicago
out of the
local exchange temporarily while handling

Cent

Now, as we near the half-way mark of
1937, a survey by Boxoffice throughout
Michigan reveals that grosses of the approximate 550 theatres operating have been
cut 20 to 25 per cent from the 1936 total
for the same period. This is due directly,
say numerous circuit and independent exhibitors, to the unstability of the state
created by the strike situation.

Valley

» IE T R O II T

CHAS. H. POWELL
2425 Cass

—DETROIT—
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Associated Circuit Effects
Elaborate Screen Test Tie
Cleveland — Six theatres

Union Accord
(Continued from page 47)
does not include ad sales manager.
Head inspector, $23; assistant inspector,
$20. Old scale was $20 and $16.
The new scale is retroactive beginning
with the week of May 31. Details as to the
duration of the agreement have not been
announced.

First 1937-38 Monogram contract in
the Greater Cleveland area as signed
last week by Morris Berkowitz (right)
and Oscar Stotter (center) of the
Berkowitz, Stotter, Klinger circuits,
owners and operators of the Ambassador and Ritz theatres, as Kate Schultz,
Monogram franchise holder for northern Ohio, looks on.

GALA

Irwin
Grand

INSTALLATION
BY DETROIT LEGION

Detroit — Revelry

was

rife at the Toiler

Hotel on the occasion of the installation
of the new officers of the Russell Johnson
Theatrical Post of the American Legion
last Monday. More than 500 people joined
in the festivities.

The party was featured by the appearance of Mrs. Elaine Barrie Barrymore,
who was then playing the Michigan Theatre here. Mrs. Barrymore, with her manager, Ralph Ring, obliged with some patter. Hal Sherman, dancer, who was appearing on the Michigan bill with Mrs.
Barrymore, was also present and he favored the crowd with a few neat steps. Buddy Fields, local orchestra leader, was master of ceremonies for the evening and he
served to introduce, among others, Judge
Thomas Murphy, George Schiller, manager
of the National Theatre, and Secretary of
State Leon D. Case.
Jack Hurford, manager of the Fox Theatre, was very much in evidence during
the evening as were Roy Cox and Jack
Waugh of RCA, the latter of whom received a call to duty at the height of the
fun. Bill Turnbull, of National Theatre
Supply, was also enjoying himself with the
legionnaires.

Seating

Strike

Settled

Rapids — Approximately

400

em-

ployes of the Irwin Seating Co. returned
to work this week after a four-week strike
called by the CIO.
It is said that openings of several new
theatres throughout the country were held
up because of the strike due to the fact
that National Theatre Supply, which obtains chairs from the seating company,
was unable to make deliveries.
It is reported that two other local seating companies, American and Ideal, are
being organized by union leaders.
Detroit
Detroit

Exchange

— The

new

Union
film

Grows

exchange

em-

ployes union, a branch of the AFL, now
numbers more than 125 members, according to Russell Matthews, president. The
other officers elected at a recent meeting
are: Andy Harvey, vice-president; Margaret McDonald, financial secretai’y; Clyde
Demarest, treasurer, and Wilma Hunter,
recording secretary.
HANDWRITING
Cleveland

— The

EXPERT

ATTRACTS

appearance

of Lester

Chafetz, handwriting interpreter, on the
stages of the Shaker and Knickerbocker
theatres here has boosted business considerably report Managers Allison and
Swee.

NEW

belonging

to the

Associated Theatres circuit on June 21 will
start the most elaborate “screen test” contest ever put on locally. Four different
agencies have combined their advertising
facilities to make it the most talked of as
well as the most profitable contest. They
are United Air Lines, Universal Pictures,
The News and the theatre circuit.
Will

Run

Four

Weeks

The contest, starting June 21, will continue for four weeks. First, the girls between the ages of 18 and 26 must register
at the theatre where they wish to compete,
and must submit their photographs to the
theatre of their choice.
Fifteen possibilities will be chosen each
week from among the photos submitted and
these fifteen will have screen tests made
from the theatre stage. Pictures of the contestants will be shown on the screen the
following week, with the audience selecting
by ballot three winners.
With this procedure following at each
theatre for three consecutive weeks, each
theatre will have at the end of three weeks
nine applicants for the grand prize which
will be awarded to one winner at each of
the six theatres involved. Final vote will
be by ballot during the fourth week with
the nine final contestants at each theatre
appearing in person.
The fact that the girls can win votes
only by patrons attending the theatres is
expected to swell attendance every day in
the week for the entire four weeks.
Tests

on Different

Nights

The prizes, duplicated at all theatres, are
not to be overlooked. The winners will go
to New York via the new United Air Lines
Mainline!’ ships, all expenses paid, and a
contract to appear in a Universal Mentone.
Participating theatres hold screen tests
on six different nights of the week and
include the Hilliard Square, Knickerbocker,
Liberty, Lorain-Fulton, Shaw Hayden and
Garden.

THEATRES
FINANCED

Film Ties With Drive
Pittsburgh — Columbia’s

“The

Devil

Is

Driving” received special exploitation here
prior to its opening at the Harris-Alvin
Theatre. Drama of booze and motor cars
was ballyhooed by Ken Hoel, substituting
for George Tyson, publicity director, with
an automobile test driving apparatus in
the theatre lobby. Mayor Scully, Public
Safety Director Fairley, police heads and
traffic magistrates attended a private
screening in connection with a safety drive.
BOXOFFICE
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(WILL

CONSIDER

WITHIN

100 MILES

MILTON
David Stott Bldg.
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OF DETROIT)
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Cadillac 4712
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DETROIT

Schreiber Files Appeal in

(Continued

fice, are on their way to Liverpool, England, for a visit with his mother.
be back around September 1.

Suit Against Co-Operative

Detroit — The

statement

of evidence

was

of the

MPTO

of

W. Pa., Inc., attended a general meeting
at association headquarters, 425 Van
Braam St., Tuesday afternoon. Full and
complete report of the recent Pennsylvania
legislative session was made by the organization's committee on legislation, and
plans for the future were discussed.
Members who attended the Allied convention at Milwaukee reported the decision
of the national organization regarding
short subjects, withdrawal of pictures, national survey of film ratings, labor, etc.

Head for RKO Meet
Indianapolis — Joining

the

eastern

dele-

gates here on board the RKO conventionbound special headed for Los Angeles and
the five-day sales meet (June 16-20) were
five representatives from the Cincinnati
exchange. They included S. S. Jacques,
branch manager; A. L. Sugarman, L.
Rosenfeld, J. A. McKnight and A. L. Kolitz, salesmen.
Other delegates boarded the train at St.
Louis. They included Branch Manager H.
H. Greenblatt and Salesmen W. D. Ward,
M. E. Lefko and A. Goldsmith from Cleveland; Branch Manager J. Sharkey and
Salesmen E. C. Murphy, F. Bonnem and
O. W. Miller from Detroit; and Branch
Manager G. Lefko and Salesmen R. H.
Lange, J. Graham, H. Lebby and W. J.
Whitman from Pittsburgh.

Pitt Melba Dark
Pittsburgh — The

Melba

Theatre

on Lin-

coln Ave. was dark this week, with future
operation in doubt. The house has been
under lease to Peter Sotus for the past
several years. Sotus, a veteran exhibitor,
has been in poor health.
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Sally Oliver, a lovely brunette, is that
Supply Co.

and George McArthur of McArthur Supply Co. are back from Chicago where they
attended the Independent Supply Dealers
convention.
Columbia's “Lost Horizon’’ was in its
fourth week this week, after picking up
tre.
considerably
in returns at the Cass TheaH. M. Richey was back at his home this
weekend after undergoing a minor operation last week at Harper Hospital.
Pearl Sprott, of the Allied office, is hard
at work getting together data for the
1937-38 Allied date book.

Schreiber’s attorneys are confident the
Cincinnati court will reverse the local federal court when the case is reviewed early
this fall.

Pittsburgh — Members

They’ll

The Columbia exchange here won third
place in a recent sweepstakes drive and
everybody is pretty proud of the showing.
new bookkeeper at M-G-M.
Ralph Ruben of Amusement

filed by Jacob Schreiber this week in the
Cincinnati federal circuit court of appeals
in his suit against Co-Operative Theatres
of Michigan, alleging restraint of trade under interstate commerce laws.
Attorneys for Schreiber in the case are
William Henry Gallagher and Adrian
Rosen.
Schreiber lost his suit here in federal
court when the court ruled that films are
not in interstate commerce after they are
once received at an exchange center. The
appeal is being based on the new interpretation given to interstate commerce under
the recent Wagner Labor act ruling of the
supreme court as applied to the Fruehauf
Motor Truck Trailer Co. here.

MPTO MEMBERS HEAR
LEGISLATIVE REPORT

from page 50)

Snapped while vacationing in Atlantic
City recently are three Pittsburgh
Playboys. Sammy Sternberg, theatre
supply dealer, is at the left. Milt Samuels and Ben Browarsky, “Smoky City’’
exhibitors, are next in sequence.

20TH-FOX SALES HIT
A RECORD— SCHMERTZ
Cleveland

— I. J. Schmertz,

20th

tury-Fox branch manager, announces
selling of the new season’s product is
ahead of any of the previous 24 years
he has been a branch manager for
Film Co.

Cen-

that
way
that
Fox

In fact, Schmertz announces, the 193738 20th Century-Fox product is practically
all sold in this territory. All first and second runs were set prior to attending the
company’s convention. Only a few scattered spots in the smaller towns are still
to be sold.
This is not only a sales record, but it is
also a fitting testimonial in honor of Manager Schmertz who on June 28 will be
guest of honor at a dinner at the Beechmont Country Club to celebrate his thirtieth year as a member of the Fox Film
and 20th Century-Fox organizations.

Howard Craven of Exhibitors’ Service
was confined in bed this week due to a
knee injury suffered in a recent automobile
accident.
Art Robinson is sporting a new Pontiac,
sold to him by George Davidson.
A1 Boodman, poster clerk and shipper
for Grand National, was operated on following a sudden attack of appendicitis last
week at Woman’s Hospital. His condition
this week is improved.
Jake Schreiber has donated $50 to start
a sick fund for the new film exchange
union.
The trials of an exploitation director
never end. Now Bill Bishop of M-G-M is
judging the fair entrants in a playground
beauty queen contest in Fairmont, W. Va.
Jack Zide is distributor for Movie Sweepstakes in Michigan. It was a slight error
upon our part that we credited Jack with
Movie Races last week. Charlie Powell, all
know, has Movie Races rights in these
parts.
Bill Robinson, appearing at the Fox last
week, drew a large crowd when he pulled
his famous backward race against a Detroit
Harlem favorite.

Cable From Duke
Detroit — Raoul

Cleaver,

whose

regard

for Great Britain is of the highest order,
was proudly displaying a cablegram from
the Duke of Windsor last week. The cable
was in response to a congratulatory note
sent by the British Legion of Detroit, of
which Raoul is president, to the former
British monarch.
The

cable, signed “Edward,” and forwarded from Noetsch, Austria, read; “Sincere thanks for good wishes which are

most appreciated.”
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June

19, 1937.

PITTSBURGH
(Continued

from page 49)
B. HORWITZ, president of the Variety
Club and local circuit owner, is exhibiting a photostatic copy of a bet he made
in 1933 with RKO Branch Manager Herb
Greenblatt on which he hopes to collect a
suit of clothes. According to the record,
Greenblatt on which he hopes to collect a

E. L. Keesling, Freeman & Newbold circuit, has bought a beautiful country estate
at Bramwell, W. Va., where he will soon
be at home to his many friends.
Julian Fredeking, owner of the Ritz,
Hinton, W . Va., has deeided to run for a
second term as mayor of the town.
Mr. and Mrs. P. M. Thomas, Palace,
Parkersburg, W. Va., entertained recently
with a reception at the Hotel Chancellor,
in honor of their daughter, graduating this
year from a private school.
Sylvaii Spira, associated with Popular
Melodies, Inc., has hung his hat in the local
Paramount exchange.
Ray Prisz of Schine Enterprises was
here booking. Ray announced a conclave
of Shine managers, district managers and
bookers was held at Beatley’s Hotel, Russel Point, O., presided over by L. W.
Schine from Gloversville, N. Y. Plans were
made to combat the seasonal summer
slump.
George Turlukis, State and Family theatres, Middletown, was seen on the Row
this week, as were Mr. and Mrs. Ort Wood.
Joe McKnight of RKO Radio led the local contingent in sales for the year, going
over the top 100 per cent. Joe left with
Stanley Jacques and the locals for the
coast. The RKO force carried gay umbrellas announcing their sales per cent. Max
Stahl and his group of United Artists’ reps
left for a conference in New York.
Ray Johnston and Eddie Golden of Monogram, New York, will attend the formal
opening of the Cincinnati branch, now definitely set for June 21. All exhibitors are
cordially invited.
J. J. Grady’s 20th-Fox gang, with Annabelle Kelly, is back from the coast conference.
Virgil Jackson of the Wilmar and Picadilly theatres, Colo., was here this week.
Fred Rowlands of Parsons, Colo., was also
seen at the Row.
Moe Gould, until several weeks ago a
sales representative for Monarch Pictures
Co. and headquartering at Charlestown,
W. Va., returned here Friday evening and
went immediately to West Penn Hospital
where he is reported very ill.
Perry Nathan, field representative for
National Screen Accessories, was here on
business this week with Jack Judd and
Carlos Moore, NSS’s local representatives.
Complete

refrigeration system has been

installed at Fineman
Square Theatre.

and Shapiro’s Regent

Robert Taylor assistant manager at the
Harris-Alvin Theatre, has been named as
city relief manager for the Harris houses
during the vacation season, and John
Morin, manager of the Palace, downtown,
(Continued on next page)
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would play at least 35 RKO pictures during the 1933-34 season. Arthur Goldsmith, RKO city salesman, was even more
optimistic. He raised it to 40 pictures.
Horwitz took a less optimistic view and is
letting it be known that there’s a suit of
clothes coming to him.
“Buck” Stoner, local M-G-M office
manager, submits this photo of himself taken at the recent company convention in Hollywood with Una Merkel. It substantiates “Buck’s” claim
that while on the coast he collected not
only autographs, but also addresses.

BOSWELL WILL HAVE
NEW 450-SEAT HOUSE
Boswell,

Pa. — A new

450-seat

theatre

is

under construction here for Charles Szewczyk. The house was planned by H. B.
Raffensperger, registered architect of
Johnstown.
Szewczyk, who operates a grocery and
meat market here, told Boxoffice that the
new structure will be finished and equipped
for opening by October 1.
E. E. Morrison, exhibitor here for a number of years, has dropped his plans for
a new theatre which he had announced
for Boswell, it is understood.

Friburg Renovating
JOHNSONBURG,

Pa. — New

glass

front

is

being installed at the Palace Theatre here.
Front of the property includes two store
rooms. Above the structural glass new
bricks are beautifying the building, John
C. Friburg, manager, announces. Other
house improvements are contemplated for
the local theatre.

Okays Fox Revamp
Detroit — Judge

O’Brien

this week

okay-

ed the Fox Theatre reorganization plan
which calls for the leasing of the house to
National Theatres, Inc., operated by Spyros
Skouras. It is expected that the Skouras
organization will take over the operation
of the Fox after August 1.

GN Holds Screening
Pittsburgh— -A large audience

of exhibi-

tors, members of their families and friends,
attended a special screening of Grand National’s “The Girl Said No” at the Regent
Square Theatre Sunday evening. This picture, which features “gems” from the everpopular Gilbert & Sullivan operettas, was
well received.

Krass Goes It Alone
Detroit — Jack

Krass

is now

operating

the Oakman Theatre independently. He
formerly was a partner with Julius London
in the enterprise. Besides the Oakman,
Krass is also owner of the Coliseum Theatre.

Howard Boyle, formerly of New York, is
now with the local Columbia sales foree
. . . Mildred Gross, niece of exhibitor Frank
Gross, is a member of the enlarged Monogram family . . . Ray Wallace, who operates four of Zanesville’s five theatres, and
Mrs. Wallace, last Saturday celebrated
their 28th wedding anniversary with an
all-day program in Cincinnati. Starting
out with guests at luncheon at the Latonia Jockey Club, they continued the celebration with dmner at the NetherlandPlaza Hotel and finished the day with a
supper party at the Beverly Hills Night
Club.

The local RKO boys left here last Friday to join other RKO-ers en route to the
company’s convention on the coast. Cleveland’s contribution was Branch Manager
Herbert Greenblatt and Salesmen Arthur
Goldsmith, W. D. Ward and Morris Lefko.
Oscar Bloom, former local fihn man and
now in another line of business in Spokane, Wash., while in town recently, dropped around Filrnrow to renew acquaintance with some of the other old-timers.
Max Lefkowich, head of Community
Circuit Theatres, and his two sons leave
the end of the month to spend the summer abroad . . . Henry Greenberger, Variety Club chairman for the Variety Golf
tournament all set for June 21 at the
Beechmont Country Club, reports that
prizes this year will be bigger and better
than ever before. From the present outlook there will be about 200 in attendance
for
golf and for the dinner-evening
tainment.

enter-

A “personal” shower was given at Green
Gables last week by a group of the Film
Bldg, girls for Marie Opeil, secretary to
Exhibitors Scoville, Essick and Reif, who
has chosen June 19 as the date for her
wedding to Harold Lisy.
Ray

Frisz, Schine booker in this territory, was around visiting the exchanges
last week . . . David Carl Smith arrived in
Cleveland last Wednesday to be the third
member of the family of Douglas Smith
of the Smith and Setron Printing Co. He
is the Smiths’ first offspring.
Albert E. Ptak’s new Beach Cliff Theatre
in Rockey River is nearing completion . . .
Harry Lashinsky is calling his new Caldwell house the Noble Theatre. Opening
date is announced as June 26. Rumor has
(Continued on next page)
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MONOGRAM
JAM HANDY
Detroit — National

RELEASES
CARTOONS
distribution

of

the

Technicolor cartoon series to feature Nicky
Nome, which is being produced by Jam
Handy Pictures here, will be handled by
Monogram Pictures through its various exchanges wherever feasible, it was announced here this week by Jack Haley, in
charge of theatrical activities for Jam
Handy.
The series will be ready for 1937-38 distribution. Jam Handy is one of the leading
commercial film producers and this season
is entering the entertainment field via its
series of 12 one-reel cartoons.
Coincident with this announcement,
Haley said that Jam Handy has purchased
the physical assets of Metropolitan Motion
Picture Co. here, for an unannounced sum.
Metropolitan was headed by Maurice Caplan, well-known Michigan sportsman, who
died recently, and the sale was negotiated
with his widow and his brother, Arthur.
Arthur Caplan has retained the company
name and has opened a laboratory in the
Fisher Bldg. here.
The first of the cartoon series, “A Coach
for Cinderella,” is completed and will be
ready for distribution shortly after July
1. The second is now in process of production.

ASSISTANT MANAGERS
WOULD SHOW PROWESS
Cleveland

—

The

“44

Days

PITTSBURGH
Film Horse, Zane, Sues

Greater

Grosses Drive” just concluded by the Warner theatre managers of the 30 houses in
Nat Wolf’s zone was such a success that
the assistant managers have asked for an
opportunity to show what they can produce
during the period when many of the managers are on vacations. Consequently,
there’s now a “pinch hitters’ drive” within the Warner ranks, running from July 1
to August 29.
Prize winners in the drive included Ray
Brown; Harland Fend, Sherman Theatre,
Chillicothe; John LaDue, Sigma Theatre,
Lima; Frank Savage, Warner Theatre,
Youngstown; Louis Lamm, Palace, Lorain.

CLEVELAND

for ''Credits" his

Los

Angeles — Because

from preceding page)

York — Charges

Bill Shartin, Grand National branch
manager, held an invitational screening of
“The Girl Said No” at Warner’s Lake
Theatre on Tuesday, June 15.
Domestic Notes: Ted Vermes of the
Eclair Theatre and Mrs. Vermes are celebrating the arrival of their first child, a
daughter born June 10. And the Sam
Greenbergers of the Ceder-Lee Theatre,
recently welcomed a daughter as companion piece to their young son.
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of a

at St. Marys,

Son of Mrs. J. L. Keaser of the Palace,
Charleroi, and Mrs. Keaser’s sister, were
in attendance at an exhibitor meeting at
the MPTO headquarters this week.
Before departing for the RKO convention, George Lefko, local branch manager,

“royal

run-

around” were hurled at high officials of
the International Alliance of Theatrical

again became “grandpappy,” his daughter,
Mrs. Phil Wimmer (formerly Betty Lefko
of the Warner office) having given birth to
a son.
Herb Lipman of Lipman Engineering Co.
has returned to his manufacturing job on
Filmrow after a week’s vacation in Chicago.
Milton Lefton, Monarch office manager,
is convalescing at Montefiore Hospital, following an attack of appendicitis and an
emergency operation last week. Leo Wayne,

Stage Empliyes by New York operators’
Local 306, lATSE affiliate, this week after
a second unsuccessful attempt had been
made by the New York group to get Washington headquarters to back up intervention in the Max Fleischer studio strike
here.

of the GN sales and booking staff, returned to his home from the hospital this week,
having recovered from recent operations.

The controversy had its inception June 8
when Local 306 asked Washington headquarters officials of the lATSE to sanction putting all Fleischer Cartoon product
on the “unfair list” in retaliation for the
Fleischer Studio’s refusal to negotiate with
striking employes. Although the sanction
was reported to have come through, it was
countermanded almost immediately. The

Cemetery.
was
buried here this week

identical procedure was repeated on Monblast. day, which evoked the “royal runaround”
By the terms of a vote taken by Local
306’s board of directors, all members of
the local, numbering about 2,000, were to
refuse to show Fleischer product. This included all subjects of the “Color Classics,”
“Pop Eye,” “Bouncing Ball” and “Betty
Boop” series. Without a sanction from
lATSE headquarters, this order was seen
as not taking on the importance that was
desired at a time when organized pressure
on Fleischer was deemed desirable by the
unions.

New

White

York — While

Committee
it that National Screen Service has purchased from Warner Bros., fifty feet on
Payne Ave. fust east of the Warner building, on which they will start a building
to house their poster display service department.

Pa.
goes to the Harris Theatre

Local 306 Rebukes
lATSE Indecision
New

from preceding p^e)

trick

film horse Zane was “not given”
proper screen credits in a film, his
owner, Tracy Lane, is suing Republic
Studios for $25,000.
Layne claims he let the studio use
Zane for the “nominal sum” of $200,
because he was promised “screen
credits.” Terms of the arrangement
were not carried out, Layne alleges.

No CIO
'Continued

(Continued

Collar

Drive

admitting

that

for Industrial Organization

the

is

attempting to organize white collar workers, Richard Evans, assistant to A. S.
Heywood, regional director of the CIO in
New York, told Boxoffice this week that
the drive is not intended to extend to film
employes.
“The CIO will not attempt to encroach
upon the jurisdiction of the American Federation of Labor,” Evans said, denying reports that stenographers and office help
at film exchanges were the object of a CIO
campaign.
The drive to organize the white collar
workers is being carried on by the United
Office and Professional Workers Union,
Evans

said, but because the AFL has virtually sewed up the exchange field, the
United union will concentrate on unorganized groups.

After resting 11 months

in a New

York

vault, the body of Thomas Meighan, Pittsburgh film star of the silent screen days,
in St. Mary’s

Phil Doyle has been re-elected to serve
another year’s term as business agent for
the local stagehands’ union.
Fred J. Herrington, secretary of the
MPTO of W. Pa., Inc., addressed the members of the Beaver, Pa., WCTU on Monday
afternoon . . . Mike Serventi broke ground
this week for his new theatre at Petrolia
. . . Harry E. Reiff, veteran local film man,
recovering from a long illness, paid Rlmrow two visits during the past week. Two
sons have recently married, Reiff states.
The Jimmy Balmer’s party at the Variety
Club brought out more than 100 members
and friends. Brian McDonald and Jerry
Mayhall contributed the entertainment.
Bob

Nesbit of Lipman

Engineering

Co.

is the father of a son, Robert Allan Nesbit jr., born this week. Grandpappy is Bill
Nesbit, veteran Filmrow shipper.
Bill Davis, popular East Liberty showman, is doing very well on his diet, having taken off about 40 pounds.
Jack Judd and Mrs. Judd exchanged
gifts the other day, observing their tenth
wedding anniversary. The local National
Screen representative is mighty proud of
a fine wrist watch given to him by Mrs.
Judd.

"Goods" Gets Play
Detroit — “Damaged

National

Goods,”

release based

on

the Grand

the

syphilis

plague, will have its first-run Detroit showing at the Madison Theatre, starting Friday, June 18. This is the first time that
such a picture has been a de luxe firstrun in the auto city in the last 15 to 20
years.
BOXOFFICE
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UPPER

MICHIGAN
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EASTERN

MISSOURi

F. & M,, MSELLS MERGE INTERESTS
Broader Membership
for Newspaper Guild
St. Louis— -The

international

executive

board of the American Newspaper Guild
has voted to permit the New York units to
admit to membership in the body theatre
publicity men, while the Los Angeles
branches of the organization can take in
publicity men for motion picture production and distribution companies. This action was taken at the final session of the
five-day meeting held at Hotel Statler
here June 7-11. In the meeting the organization voted to transfer the Guild’s
alliance from the American Federation of
Labor to the Committee for Industrial
Organization.
Will

Hike

Membership

The decision to take in the New York
and Los Angeles publicity men and the
CIO affiliation increases the potential
membership of the Guild about 400 per
cent, since it will include not only reporters, rewrite and copy desk workers in the
editorial branch of newspapers, but also
business office, circulation, advertising and
other allied employes of newspapers.
At the final meeting Heywood Broun of
New York was re-elected president for a
fifth term. Other officers are: Jonathan
Eddy, New York, executive secretary; Victor Pasche, New York, secretary-treasurer;
Morris Watson of New York; W. Erie Homan of Reading, Pa.; Garland Ashcraft
of Cleveland, O.; Julius Klyman of St.
Louis: Gunnar Mickelson of Milwaukee,
Wis.; Betty Ballantine of San Francisco,
and Harry B. Parmer of Toronto, Canada,
vice-presidents.
A constitutional provision adopted requires that no Guild unit may sign a contract with a publisher unless it provides
for a closed shop and a 5-day 40-hour
week, unless special permission is obtained
from the executive committee. The organization also went on record as opposed to
compulsory arbitration of disputes.

Return to Singles Is
Slow
Chicago — Little additional

progress

has been made on the move started
last week at the Allied board meeting to go back to single features in
Chicago.
Although all exhibition factors in
the city with the exception of Balaban & Katz are said to be in sympathy with the idea, and willing to
go along, no definite plan of action
has yet been decided upon. The mat-,
ter, however, is being given serious
consideration from every possible
angle and heads of local circuits and
Aaron Saperstein of Allied are keeping in close touch with each other
and with the situation in general.
In the meantime, several local theatres are making some experimental
bookings of single features and so
far report that business has been
“satisfactory."

Court Allows Fees
on Fox Judgments
St. Louis — United States District Judge
George H. Moore has allowed the trustees
for the Theatre Realty Co. and their attorneys and other attorneys fees totaling
31 per cent on judgments for $773,000
which they obtained against the Pox Theatres Corp. last November. The judgments
were for rent on the Pox Theatre between October 2, 1931 and Feb. 15, 1933.
Under the court’s order Edmond Koeln
and James T. Blair, trustees for the Theatre Realty Co., are to receive three per
cent each, their attorney, John S. Leahy,
15 per cent; the law firms of Thompson,
Mitchell, Thompson & Young, St. Louis,
and Bainton, McNaughton & Douglas of
New York City, who were associated with
Leahy in the case, five per cent each, and
John P. O’Brien of New York City, an attorney, $1,000.

CENTRAL EDITION Is One of the Seven Sectional Editions
in Which BOXOPFICE Is Published Weekly. The Other \\MBW
Six Editions Are; NEW ENGLAND, MIDEAST, MIDWEST,
WESTERN, SOUTHERN, EASTERN.
_

Sum

Involved Unannounced; Ansells Will Assume
Management

St. Louis — The

biggest

theatre

merger

St. Louis has known in many years was
revealed June 12 in a joint announcement
issued by Harry Arthur, general manager
of Panchon & Marco Theatres, and the
Ansell Bros., Louis K. and Joseph C., wellknown local theatre operators. Under terms
of an arrangement between the Fanchon
& Marco Co. and the Ansell Bros., the latter’s circuit of theatres becomes affiliated
with Fanchon & Marco and the St. Louis
Amusement Co. No statement has been
made as to the sum represented by the
transaction, but it is understood that the
houses involved in the deal have a worth
in the neighborhood of $1,000,000 without
real estate valuation.
Ansells

to

Manage

Houses

The entire Ansell Theatre circuit, including the Empress, Varsity and Ritz, will
become a part of the Fanchon & Marco
Theatre enterprises, to be operated jointly
by Fanchon & Marco and the Ansell Bros.,
under the direct management of the Ansells. The deal, effective immediately, will
boost Fanchon & Marco theatre operation to 31 houses, including their firstrun theatres — the Fox, Ambassador, Missouri, St. Louis, Shubert and Orpheum
theatres, and the St. Louis Amusement
group. The Ansells will also personally
manage the Tivoli in University City, and
the Shenandoah in south St. Louis, both
being St. Louis Amusement Co. houses.
The Varsity, located at 6610 Delmar
Blvd., is one of the most popular houses
on the West Side. It seats approximately
1,500, and was built only recently. The
Shenandoah, an important operation in
southern St. Louis, is in excellent condition, having been just remodeled. There
are some 1,400 seats in the Shenandoah. It
is located at 2312 South Grand Ave.
The Tivoli at 6350 Delmar Blvd. is de
luxe throughout, and has always had an
excellent reputation for exhibition and
comfort. It seats 1,800. The Empress is
(Continued on page 59)
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St. Louis Houses Reach

News

Wage - Hour Agreement

St. Louis — John P. Nick, vice-president
—
of the lATSE, has announced the signing
of contracts on behalf of the recently
formed Theatrical Employes Local Union
No. 2, with all of the motion picture theatres in St. Louis and St. Louis county that
St. Louis — The annual midnight
are members of the MPTO of St. Louis and
boat excursion of the St. Louis Vaeastern Missouri.
riety Club given on the Steamer
President oji Saturday, June 12,
Class A and B Scales
proved a big success, according to an
It was announced some time ago that
announcement by Ray Colvin, head
all of the Fanchon & Marco houses, inof
the Exhibitors Supply Co., who is
cluding the first-runs, the St. Louis Amusechief barker of the club. The net
ment Co. fleet of 22 nabes, and the Loew’s,
proceeds of the outing will be used
the lone non-F. & M. first-run, had signed
to purchase and equip a special sound
similar contracts with the union.
truck that is to furnish motion picUnder the working agreement the scale
ture entertamment to shut-ins at vafor the first-runs, or Class A houses, will
range from $15 to $22, including $22 for
cinity. rious institutions in St. Louis and vichief-of-service, $18 for ticket sellers and
takers, $16 for ushers and $15 a week for
porters, rest room attendants, etc. There
is also a provision that any employes who
have been receiving above the scale shall
not experience a reduction in salary.
For Class B houses, or neighborhood theatres that operate on a limited time basis,
the scale is 40 cents per hour for ticket
sellers or cashiers and 35 cents an hour for
all other workers. A maximum of 40 hours
St. Louis — Jimmy Harris, Loew’s pubper week for any employe is permitted.
licity expert, got a good play in the local
400 Workers Affected
newspapers with a story that recalled that
Charles Stewart Parnell, noted Irish leader,
The agreement with the union affects
paid a visit to St. Louis back in 1880 on
about 90 theatres and some 400 workers, it
behalf of the cause for Irish freedom.
has been estimated. Included are ticket
Files of the Missouri Republican that later
.sellers, doormen, ushers, pages, stage atbecame the St. Louis Republic and still
tendants other than stagehands, restroom
later was absorbed by the St. Louis Globe
attendants, porters, janitors and other miscellaneous workers.
Democrat, revealed that Parnell was here
on March 4, 1880. The Irish leader was
Several weeks ago Theatrical Employes
Local No. 2 absorbed the members of the
“big news” and the issue of the Republican on the morning of March 5, 1880,
Theatrical Employes Local No. 19905 which
devoted pages one and two to accounts
had been formed about two years ago under
a charter from the AFL. This individual
of Parnell’s reception and a meeting at
charter was surrendered when the workers
the Merchants Exchange the night of
March 4 at which Parnell spoke.
decided to affiliate with the lATSE auxiliary.
Harris had large photographic reproductions made of the newspaper articles

Variety Excursion Is Big
Success

Parnell Visit to
St. Louis Recalled

ST. LOUIS RITZ SHUT
FOR IMPROVEMENTS
St.

Louis — The

Ritz

Theatre

at

picture, “Parnell,” at that house.
attracted much attention.

These

3147

South Grand Blvd. has been closed to undergo extensive alterations and improvements, which have already started. It will
reopen about July 1 according to the owners, the Ansell Bros.
It is understood the improvements will
cost about $50,000. They will include a
new heating and ventilating system of
modern design and latest type of air-conditioning equipment. There will also be a
new front and a canopy of the new louvretype design.
Plans for the improvements were prepared by B. F. Barnes, architect, and the
general contract was awarded to Bernard
C. Wagner.
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and placed them in the lobby of Loew’s
to exploit the current showing the feature

ESSANESS THEATRES
100% AIR CONDITIONED
Chicago — Final

installation

of air-con-

ditioning equipment in the Joy and Julian
theatres this past week prompts the Essaness boast that all its 27 houses are
cooled, and that it is the only large circuit
hereabout which has 100 per cent cooled
theatres.
According to Clarence Miller, maintenance head of Essaness, the total capacity
of all the circuit’s refrigerating plants is
2,260 tons, or 4,520,000 pounds of ice a day.

in Brief

MR

J. A. BLATT, owner and operator
of the new State Theatre at East
Brady, Pennsylvania, has placed order for
the beautiful and comfortable AIR-LOC
chairs, to be installed in his theatre on or
about July 10th. These chairs are rapidly
gaining in popularity throughout the East,
as the increasing number of orders received by AIR-LOC SEAT INDUSTRIES,
INC. from this part of the country demonstrates.
*

*

*

The beautiful little Nashua Theatre at
Nashua, Montana, is scheduled for opening by its owner, George Nicol, about
July 1st. This theatre was equipped from
box office to stage with equipment purchased from CINEMA SUPPLIES, INC. of
Minneapolis. Of course, ULTRAPHONEJEWELL sound system is being installed.
*

*

*

The

Orpheum Theatre at Ottowa, Illinois, owned and operated by the wellknown Gregory Circuit, has let contract
through Midwest Theatre Supply Company
of Chicago for complete latest type
to be installed in this new house. This
ULTRAPHONE-JEWELL sound equipment
theatre is to open approximately July 1st
and will be one of the most outstanding
theatres of its type in the territory.
*

*

*

Mr. F. R. Bandy, owner of the Princess
Theatre, Britt, Iowa, recently installed
complete new ULTRAPHONE-JEWELL
sound equipment in his theatre. Mr. Bandy
always believes in giving his patrons the
very latest in comfort, style and quality —
and naturally selected this latest type
ULTRAPHONE-JEWELL
equipment for
ings.
faithful reproduction of the newest record-

*

*

*

According to latest reports, the opening
of Minneapolis’ beautiful new Avalon
Theatre is going to be quite a swanky affair. A buffet supper is scheduled to be
served at 11:30 P. M. in the balcony lounge
and no doubt exhibitors from the entire
Northwest will be in attendance. Bill
Frank & Oscar Woempner are again doing
it up in style.
*

t

*

Ted Karatz of CINEMA SUPPLIES, INC.
and AIR-LOC SEAT INDUSTRIES, INC.
is to attend the supply dealer’s convention
in Chicago June 17-18th and 19th. He
expects to get all of the latest dope on new
items for the modern theatre. — Adv.
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F. & M.-Ansells Merge
(Continued from page 55)
i an ace house in the Grand Ave. district.
The Ritz is the first house operated by
the Ansell Bros. It is being remodeled and
will be ready for reopening July 1. Over
$50,000 is being spent on remodeling the
Ritz.
Fanchon & Marco and the St. Louis
' Amusement Co. are also carrying out an
extensive remodeling program throughout
their 24 houses. Work is underway on two,
the Hi-Pointe and the Lyric.
Effected

Through

Stock

Exchange

The merger was effected by an exchange
of stock of the corporations involved. It
I apparently eliminated from the local theatrical picture A. J. Balaban, Arthur
Greene, Sam Meyers and Fred Bartman
of Chicago. From time to time it has been
announced that the Chicago men were
ready to buy into either Fanchon & Marco
or the Ansell circuit.
Kurtzman

I
;
I

;
!

Selling

Out

Charles E. Kurtzman, president of the
Kurtzman Agency, Inc., through which organization Fanchon & Marco and St. Louis
Amusement Co. theatres place all advertising and purchase materials, is selling out
his financial interest in local Fanchon &
Marco Theatres.
Kurtzman, a former Pacific Coast and
New York theatre operator, has been F. & M.
representative in the St. Louis territory
since 1933. Following the settlement of the

I federal

film case here

last fall, and

with

I the arrival of Harry Arthur to personally
operate the F. & M. chain of houses here,
I Kurtzman has headed his own agency. It
I is reported F. & M. have had a partnership in the company and will now take
it over complete. No decision has been
made as to whether the agency will continue to operate with the Kurtzman moniker.
New affiliation for Kurtzman is presently
not determined, but is expected to be announced before he departs from St. Louis
i next month. He is reported going with
one of the major companies in theatre
I, operating department. Local Filmrow is
I

planning

a farewell

for his getaway.

CONVENTION SPECIAL
PICKS UP RKO-ITES
Indianapolis — Local and Cincinnati

i delegates to the company’s

1

ing

held

in

Los

Angeles

16-20

joined

I the eastern contingent here on the special

j; train that came through Sunday. Repre-

sentatives from Chicago, Milwaukee and
! St. Louis boarded the train at St. Louis.
The Indianapolis delegates included
' Branch Manager R. E. Churchill and
! Salesmen R. L. Brentlinger, C. W. McKean

1

and

G.

Hancock;

from

Chicago

came

Branch Manager J. C. Osserman and
Salesmen S. Gorelick, R. V. Nolan, J. J.
Clarke, R. Egner, H. H. Walders, S. Foster and M. J. Kassel; Milwaukee sent
Branch Manager A. N. Schmitz, and Salesmen M. Anderson, H. Melcher and E.
Spiers; and the St. Louis group included
Branch Manager B. J. McCarthy, and
Salesmen H. D. Levy, M. A. Raymon and
L. S. Gruenberg.
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St. Louis — The

Chicago — The

three-day

United

new

city ordinance

re-

lating to motion picture machine and
nitro-cellulose films probably will cost the
ninety-odd local theatres upwards of several hundred thousand dollars if Director
of Public Safety Chadsey insists upon an
immediate strict compliance with the many
revolutionary provisions of the lengthy
measure.

SECOND UA PARLEY
IS HELD IN CHICAGO
Artists

sales parley which convened here Thursday, following a similar meeting in New
York, was attended by midwest and western managers and salesmen.
Besides home office executives and District Managers Ben Fish, Jack Goldhar and
Haskell M. Masters, the following delegates from Chicago, Milwaukee and St.
Louis attended;
Chicago — Manager I. Schlank, O. K.
Swann, T. C. Montgomery, Frank Young,
E. P. Pickier, Harry Goldberg and Benjamin Eisberg.
Milwaukee — Manager J. S. Abrose, N.
Provencher and Leon Weingarden.
St. Louis — William Feldstein, James
Greig, F. H. Rudolph and E. A. Askins.

Backed by local officials of the lATSE,
the measure has written into the St. Louis
ordinance two of the chief weapons of the
union in creating jobs for its members
and preventing the use of non-union men
on work the lATSE claims for its own.
These are the provisions for the use of an
operator for each machine, and another
section in the new regulations that provides “No person shall be allowed within
the projection booth except the owner,
manager, business manager of the local
union, operators, or apprentices as authorized by the local union and agreeable
to the management.”

BIDS ON NEW HOUSE
IN CHAMPAIGN SOON
Champaign,

III. — Bids

are

to be

Many

taken

It'sBALABAN
Doing
AND Business
KATZ

ForESSANESS
The

Provisions

Circuits!

FRISINA
GREGORY
SCHOENSTADT
REINHEIMER

GREAT STATES
FOX WISCONSIN
LASKER
VAN NOMIKOS

HAVE

Safety

Other outstanding requirements are that
the theatres must provide stairways instead of ladders for projectionists to get
to and from the booth, the installation of
two-way ventilation systems, including
large exhaust fans, two exits for every
booth, an extra rewind room, the installation of toilet facilities adjacent to the projection booth, and a provision that there
must
be
hot and cold running water at all
times.

on June 23 for the construction and equipping of the new Illini Theatre to be erected
on Sixth St. near Green St. by the Campus Theatre Corp.
The plans and specifications for the new
house have been prepared by Pereira &
Pereira, Chicago architects. The building
will cost upwards of $200,000.

RKO

convention be-

June

New Booth Provisions Are
. Louis Houses

BOOKED
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. . .

WITH soul

“GAMBLING

A Daring Expose Of New York's White Slave Racket
An Authentic, Sensational Drama That Builds
Up

a

Tremendous

STRICTLY

CENTRAL

Word-of-Mouth

FOR ADULTS

STATES

FILM

Publicity.

ONLY

CORPORATION

Distributed through

SUPERIOR
Chicago

—

Milwaukee

PICTURES
—

Indianapolis

—

St. Louis

59

Five Bills Face Aldermen
as Sessions Near End
St. Louis — With

summer

adjournment

set for June 18, the board of aldermen
were ready this week to act swiftly on five
new revenue-raising measures, one of
which would impose a graded tax on
amusement admissions. If passed and
signed by Mayor Bernard F. Dickmann,
the measure would pick the pockets of
local taxpayers for another $500,000 annually.
The amusement tax would apply to motion picture theatres and other places of
amusement that do not now pay a municipal tax on gross receipts. The schedule for the tax would be: Tickets selling
for 75 cents or less, 1 cent; 75 cents to
$1, 2 cents: $1.01 to $2, 3 cents; $2.01 to
$3, 5 cents; $3.01 to $4, 7 cents, and $4.01
and more, 10 cents.
Would

Tax

Newspapers

Another bill that would affect motion
picture theatres directly would impose a
tax of 5 per cent of the gross advertising
revenue of newspapers and other periodicals. It is estimated this bill would net the
city $500,000 per year.
The major revenue raiser among the five
new bills would impose a tax of 2 cents on
each package of cigarettes costing 15 cents
or less and 4 cents on each package costing more than 15 cents. It is expected
this bill would be good for $1,500,000 in
new revenue annually.
A fourth bill plans to increase the city
tax on gasoline from 1 cent to 2 cents.
The present 1 cent tax netted $1,177,000
in 1936 and it is possible that amount
would double under the new bill.
The fifth bill plans a 5 per cent tax on
the gross receipts of fire and burglar alarm
systems. It is estimated this bill is good
for $25,000 a year in such taxes.

PLAN QUICK SHOWING
OF FIGHT PICTURES
Chicago — Arrangements have been completed, not only for the filming, but also
for the fast developing and printing of the
pictures of the coming Louis-Braddock
fight so that they can open first run in the
loop the next morning.

The pictures will be distributed here by
Capitol Film Exchanges, and according to
Henri Elman have already been booked for
practically the entire Balaban & Katz and
Publix-Great States circuits, as well as for
all the RKO houses throughout the country.

Completes Trip
Carmi.

III. — Mrs.

Frank

Barnes,

wife of

the operator of three theatres in this area,
returned here this week after a trip to
Annapolis, Md., to visit her son. Midshipman Bob Burns, at the Naval Academy.
She also visited in Washington and Richmond, Va.
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Public Hearing on Admission Tax
St. Louis — The

legislation commit-

tee of the hoard of aldermen conducted a public hearing at the City Hall
Wednesday afternoon on the bill providing for a graduated tax on theatre and amusement admissions, ranging from one cent to ten cents per
ticket, a7id estimated to raise $500,000
annually; also on the bill that will
unpose a five per cent tax on the
gross advertising receipts of newspapers, magazines and other periodicals published here. This measure
is also expected to nick the taxpayers
seme $500,000 a year.

second

in the

series

^FTER six years of honorable occupation
of the managerial seat at the Lexington
Theatre on 63rd Street for Warner Theatres, Eli Arkin has been moved to a larger
and more ornate house where he will have
greater outlet for his own peculiar and
fruitful variety of talent. Eli has been
transferred to the post of manager at the
Paramount Theatre in Hammond, where
he replaced Don Malloy who recently resigned to accept a position with the Burroughs Adding Machine people. Several
other managers have been moved around
in order to fill the vacancy. Robert Busch
moves from the Oakland Square over to
the Lexington to take Arkin’s former place,
and Gene Hopson, late of the loop Orpheum, now being demolished, goes into the
Oakland

Square.

So

everybody’s

happy

again.
All of Filmrow extends its sincere sympathy of Mr. and Mrs. Irving Mack over
the passing last Monday, June 14, of Irving’s father, Jacob Mack. The elder Mack,
who was 74 years old, has been ailing in
Billings Memorial Hospital for a number
of months. Many of the local film colony

WARNER BOOKERS IN
CHICAGO MEETING
Chicago — The

C 1IHI[ 111 C A CGI O

of

four Warner Bros.’ meetings of bookers
and advertising and accessories salesmen
was held June 12-13 at Blackstone Hotel
in Chicago. A. W. Schwalberg, supervisor
of exchanges, conducted the meeting.
Also attending the meet were I. F. Dolid,
assistant Vitaphone sales manager; Leo
Blank, midwest district manager, and T. R.
Gilliam, Chicago branch manager, as well
as bookers and ad salesmen in the midwest territory.
Merchandising plans for the company’s
forthcoming product were discussed, and
special emphasis placed on the company’s
recently adopted accessories rental plan.
Two more regional meets will be held
this month in New York and New Orleans.
Branch office attendees were as follows:
Chicago, R. C. White, Art Patzlaff, John
Sokley, Ralph Bradford, Bob Geary, Warren Martin, J. Stinson, F. Perkins, N.
Thomas, Bill Brumberg, Sid Rose, Ross
Herman, Bill Kahl; Milwaukee, Ben
Schwenke, Richard Saeger, Miss E. DuLac,
J. Schweidelson; Detroit, Frank Jene, F.
Jones, J. B. Tracy, J. Baringhaus, George
Ro.ssman: Minneapolis, Herb Blass, E. M.
McErlane, J. Beahan, Warren Anderson,
A. Kelly Evidon.
Omaha, Alice Neal, S. A. Madsen, H.
Martin: Des Moines, J. L. Ancher, P. J.
Walsh, A. D. Yaryan, G. Folsom; Cleveland, J. D. Mooney, J. Spiegle, T. Felice:
Cincinnati, L. Schmidt, J. Brunetti, J.
Partlow, Martin Seed; St. Louis, D. Mills,
R. Stockglaussner : Indianapolis, H. Hays,
W. Wallace, J. Sullivan; Winnipeg, D. A.
Joyal, Percy Cohen; San Francisco, C. F.
McBride; Auditors A. Moussa, S. S. Keller
and M. P. Harwood, and District Checker
D. J. Ramsdell.

attended the funeral services at Hartman’s
Undertaking Parlors and followed to Waldheim for the burial.
Lou

Reinheimer is back
tended European trip.

from

an

ex-

Warner has closed the State Theatre in
Racine, Wis. The manager, Harry Penn,
has left for California to take up a new
exhibition connection.
The folks at the local Columbia

exchange

are all smiles these days, as who wouldn’t
be, over the extra week’s salary earned as
a prize for the third place showing made
by Chicago in the recent sales and playdate drive.
Annomicement has been made by Mr.
and Mrs. Nate Wolf of the Lane Court
Theatre of the coming marriage of their
daughter, Helene, to Ben Cohen of
Chicago. The ceremony will be performed
before an intimate gathering of relatives
only in the Wolf home on June 25.
It has been reported that a $500,000
theatre and store building will be erected
for an unknown lessee at the corner of
Milwaukee and Cicero avenues. An option
to purchase the property is held in the
name of Prank E. Bourget, and plans have
(Continued on next page)
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Extend Unionization
neighborhood theatre will be
600-seat
built at 2533 West Washington St. by
Walter G. Brown, local merchant, for Harvey D. Orr. The theatre will be ready for
occupancy about September 15.
^

Richard

Bennett, native Hoosier, internationally-known actor and motion picture
star, passed through Indianapolis Thursday
on his way to Noblesville and Logansport
en route to visit relatives. Bennett is the
father of Joan and Barbara Bennett.
The Indianapolis Variety Club made its
annual contribution to the Riley Hospital
June 10. The check for $100 was presented
by Kenneth Collins, manager of the Apollo
and chairman of the club’s charities committee. He was accompanied by Bert
Jolly, R. W. Baker and Earl Penrod, members of the charities committee.
Harry Katz, general manager of Monarch Theatres Corp., was in Indianapolis
Monday on business. The Monarch Theatres operate the Circle and Indiana theatres.
Percy Barr, National Screen Service representative in Indiana, has been transferred
to the St. Louis district of the company.
Members of the Variety Club gave him a
farewell luncheon Saturday in the club
house.
The Emerson Theatre has installed a
cooling system, new chairs and sound
facilities.
Work has begun on the new Evansville
find.) theatre according to word from A.
O. Hassensall, president of the corporation
and operator of the house.

in Chicago Houses
Chicago — Moving

William J. Healy, RKO public relations
representative, will be in Indianapolis for
30 days on special work.
Carl Shalit, district manager for Columbia Picture, was in Indianapolis on business last week.
William Connors, member of the board
of directors of the Associated Theatre
Owners of Indiana, has resigned.
Arthur Gerber, Evansville operator and
wife are leaving for a month’s vacation in
Texas.
James Smith is the new poster clerk at
Columbia exchange.
Len

Cantor, H. M. Kreuger

and E. V.

Donnelly almost ruined Indianapolis’ fine
reputation at the convention. It all came
about when they attempted some vocalizing without a good tenor.
Willie Rosenthal lost no time singing the
praises of Indianapolis to UA delegates.
Last year it was Cleveland.
BOXOFFICE

in

character-

istically business-like style, officials of the
Moving Picture Operators Union, Local
No. 110, started last week to organize the
ushers and doormen of Chicago picture
houses under the banner of the lATSE and
American Federation of Labor, and have so

R. A. Tesch, business manager for the
Independent Theatres Protective Association of Wisconsin and Upper Michigan, has
returned from a two-weeks vacation at
Sturgeon Bay, Wis.

far enrolled approximately
them.

The Cedarburg Theatre at Cedarburg
now showing only three nights a week.

One-Third

one-third

of

According to Neal Bishop, all of the loop
theatre employes are already organized
and the work is rapidly proceeding into
the outlying districts. No opposition from
the theatre owners has been encountered,
for as in the case
tion of the film
exhibitors seem to
employes are all
complete harmony

is

Signed

The organization work is being done by
Pete Shayne, president; Neal Bishop, secretary-treasurer; Frank Clifford, business
manager; and John Smith, assistant business manager, of the operators, and according to authentic reports, now have
about 1,000 in the fold of the total of approximately 3,000 working in the theatres.
The union, which will apply for its own
separate local charter, will very likely be
known as the Theatrical Employes union.

of the recent organizaexchange employes, the
feel that as long as their
under the APL banner
will result.

So far, the cashiers are said not to be
included in the new union.

Fred Reeths, manager of Warner’s Sheboygan Theatre, Sheboygan, has returned
with Mrs. Reeths from a three weeks vacation to Denver and Hollywood.
Manager Gus Carlson has announced the
installation of new air conditioning equipment in the People’s Theatre at Superior.
Robert
operates
married
Gertrude
man at

Fox, who with his brother, Lionel,
the Fox Theatre at Marion, was
June 10 in New London to Miss
Dernbach. Lionel acted as best
the ceremony.

William Roob has announced plans for
the renovation of his Grand Theatre at
Port Washington.
The new Eagle Theatre has been opened
at Eagle River.
Otis Lloyd is renovating his Rivoli Theaat Two Rivers, to include a new front
and trecanopy.
Madison

CHICAGO
(Continued

The Grayane Amusement Corp., 790
Broadway , Gary, Ind., P. M. Kalleres, resident agent, has been formed by C. L. Pannos, P. D. Loupas and P. M. Kalleres. Capitalization is 1,000 shares of no par value.
Purpose: Operate moving picture enterprises and other amusements.

forward

E. L. CARSON has received word
that her son, Jack Carson, has signed
a long term contract with RKO. Before
leaving for Hollywood, Carson was a master of ceremonies in a Kansas City theatre.

from preceding page)

visitors last week

were Robert

Mayo,

casting director of Columbia Pictures and his wife, Patricia Farr, Columbia
contract player.

been drawn by M. G. Temps for the building which will house 27 stores and theatre
seating 1,500 to 2,000 persons.

James Keefe, advertising and publicity
director for Pox-Wisconsin Theatres, addres ed a recent luncheon meeting of the
Cosmopolitan club here.

D. H. Finke, vice-president and district
manager here for General Register Corp.,
is in New York for an important directors
meeting.

J. P. Adler has installed new air conditioning equipment in his Badger Theatre
at Merrill.

Elma Rooms, secretary to James E. Costen, Warner zone manager, was married
recently to Marcellus Conners, formerly
assistant contact manager in the Chicago
Warner Theatres office, and currently
eastern contact manager.
Jimmy Coston is now in New York where
he went to see his two daughters, Betty
and Audrey, off on a trip to Paris.
The disconcerting silence of Jack Schlaifer, western division manager, at the UA
meet in New York, June 14, gave rise to
the rumor that he was a spy. All that will
be knocked into a cocked hat when the
Chicago sales meet gets under way. Jack
was laying the ground work for his own
little party.
Lou Cochevetti of South Bend and Mishawaka was in Chicago on one of his infrequent trips recently. Lou says that as
long as they continue cash prizes business
will be good.
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As a service to readers of BOXOFFICE, this page provides a ready source of information
on products and services vsrhich have been filed for reference with The MODERN THEATRE INFORMATION BUREAU. Information on the following subjects may be secured by
sending in the coupon. Use the key numbers. If data on subjects other than those listed
is wanted, just state your requirements. We will endeavor to see that you are supplied
with details promptly.

ADVERTISING

DECORATIONS

MT481
MT482
MT483
MT484

Main signs and marquees
Signs. Neon
Signs, structural glass
Signs, travel word

MT485
MT48G
MT487
MT488
MT489
MT490
MT491
MT492
MT493
MT494
MT495
MT496
MT497
MT498
MT499

A'ttraction boards
Letters, attraction board
Letters, changeable silhouette
Price signs, boxoffice
Display frames
Poster lights
Poster projectors
Cut-out machines
Time schedule clocks, electric
Monogrammed
mats, rubber
Slides, advertising
Slides, announcement
Sound truck P. A. systems
Transformers, Neon
Ladders, safety

AIR CONDITIONING
MT505

Air

conditioning

MT506
MT507
MT508
MT509
MT510
MT511
MT512
MT513
MT514
MT515
MT516
MT517

plete
Heating systems
Refrigeration
Air washers
Blowers
Air circulators
Fans, exhaust
Grilles and registers
Temperature control devices
Air conditioning accessories
Motors, multi-speed fan
Motors, constant speed
Air filters

and FURNISHING

MT520
MT521
MT522
MT523
MT524
MT525
MT526
MT527
MT528
MT529
MT530
MT531
MT532
MT533
MT534
MT535
MT536
MT537
MT538

Architectural service
Decorating service
Seating service
Theatre chairs
Chair covers
Theatre carpets
Carpet padding
Rubber matting
Furniture, lounge
Wall tiles, interior
Fabrics, decorating
Brass railings
Rope railings
Metal, ornamental
Mirrors
Luminous colors
Ticket booths
Directional signs
Exit boxes

MT539
MT540
MT541
MT542
MT543

Curtain controls
Curtain tracks
Curtains, fireproof
Fountains, drinking
Fountains, ornamental

LIGHTING
Fixtures, lighting
Colored lamps
Lumiline lamps

MT553
MT554
MT555
MT556
MT557

Candle flame lamps
Floodlight lamps
Spotlight lamps
Sign lamps
Dimmers

The MODERN

YOU

WANT ISN'T LISTED, ASK
UNDER "REMARKS"

THEATRE

FOR

IT BY NAME

section of BOXOFFICE

Room 334 — 332 S. Michigan Ave.
Chicago, 111.

MT564

Lighting

plants,

6-19-37

Please obtain for me free descriptive literature on the following
items: (List Key Numbers Below).

Remarks:

individual

MT569
MT570
MT571
MT572
MT573
MT574
MT575
MT576
MT577

Expansion Bolts
Chair fastening cement
Chair refinishing materials
Upholstering materials
Seat patching kits
Seat decking materials
Floor surfacing materials
Carpet cleaning systems
Floor waxes

MT578
MT579
MT580
MT581
MT582
MT583
MT584
MT585
MT586

Matting, rubber
Paint, screen
Paint, plastic
Paint, aluminum
Polish, metal
Polish, furniture
Fireproofing compounds
Fire extinguishers
Ladders, safety

MT587

Uniforms,

staff

MT591
MT592

Projectors,
Projectors,

MT593
MT594
MT595
MT59B

Projectors, semi-portable
Projector pedestals
Projector parts
Lamps, suprex type

complete
standard

MT597
MT598
MT599
MT600
MT601
MT602

Lamps, reflector arc
Lamps, high intensity
Lamps, incandescent projection
Arc regulators
Arc controls
Control panels
Rectifiers, copper-oxide
Rectifiers, tube type
Bulbs, rectifier
Rheostats, projection

MT607
MT608
MT609
MTfilO
MT611
MT612
MT613
MT614
MT615
MT616
MTC17
MT618
MT619
MT620
MT621
MT622
MT623
MT624
MT625
MT626

Motor-generators
Lenses, projection
Lenses, condenser
Current changers
Mirror reflectors
Carbons, projector
Carbon savers
Reels
Reel alarms
Rewinders, automatic
Change-over devices
Slide, projection
Lamps, spot and flood
Take-ups, film
Film safety controls
Fire prevention devices
Fire shutters, porthole
Film scales
Film scrapers
Film splicers

MT627
MT628
MT629

Film cleaners
Air gun (cleaner)
Tool kits

MT630
MT631
MT632

Film cabinets
Film cabinet stands
Effect projectors

SANITATION

Theatre
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State

,

with

MT603
MTfi04
MT605
MT606

Name

City

units

PROJECTION

USE THIS COUPON
IF WHAT

Ultra violet lighting
Silhouette letter mounting
Flashed opal glass
Pot metal opal glass
Fuses, indicator type
Fuses, cartridge

MAINTENANCE

plants — com-

MT550
MT55t
MT552

MT558
MT559
MT560
MT561
MT562
MT563

MT641

I MT642

Cleaning compounds
Cleaners, vacuum

sound

MTG43
MT644
MT645
MT646

Disinfectants
Deodorant blocks
Insecticides
Disseminators

MT647
MT648
MT649

Air purifiers,
Air perfumes
Air sprays

MTG50
MT651
MT652
MTG53
MT654
MT655

Soap dispensers
Soaps, liquid
Hand driers, electric
Chewing gum solvents
Rubber link matting
Exhaust fans

ozone

SOUND
MT6G1
MT662

Sound
Sound

systems,
heads

complete

MT663
MT664

Amplifiers
Pre-ampllflers

MTGG5
MT666
MT667
MT6G8

Rectifiers
Speakers
Condensers
Photo-electric

MT669
MT670
MT671

Tubes, amplifier
Tubes, rectifier
Exciter
lamps

MT672
MT673

Baffles, horn
Lens assemblies,

MT674
MT675
MT676
MT677
MT678

Public

address

sound

systems

Microphones
Microphone stands
Hearing aid systems
Acoustical materials

STAGE

EQUIPMENT

MT685
MT68G

Screens, moving
Lighting, stage

MT687
MTG88

Curtain
Curtain

MT689
MT690
MT691
MT692

Stage draperies
Stage rigging
Scenery, stage
Footlights

MT693

Switchboards

picture

controls
tracks

STRUCTURAL
MT700

cells

Structural

MATERIALS

glasses

MT701
MT702
MT703

Insulation materials
Acoustical materials
Fibre boards

MT704
MT705
MT706

Fronts,

glass

Fronts,

vitreous

MT707
MT708
MT709

enamel

Fronts, porcelain enamel
Fronts, stainless steel
Toilet partitions, metal
Flooring, asphalt tile

MISCELLANEOUS
MT715
MT716
MT717
MT718
MT719

Accounting systems
Change makers
Safes, boxoffice
Tickets
Ticket choppers

MT720
MT721
MT722

Ticket Issuing machines
Ticket registers
Ticket holders

MT723
MT724

Pop corn machines
Uniforms, staff
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FILM SHIPPING MAY BE CENTRALIZED
Talk Continues to Grow
Plans That Would

Allied Points Lance

Gift Subterfuge
Censured in K. C.
Kansas

City — The

public became

artic-

ulate on the subject of giveaways here
Wednesday when Lowell Lawrance, movie
critic for the Kansas City Journal-Post,
turned his guns on the “deception” of
shortage cards.
Writing in “Views & Previews,” his column which appears daily in the Post, Lawrance said that “to bolster the boxoffice
draw of cheap movies, the houses advertise
free premiums of china or glassware to
every woman patron, but instead of getting
the premiums when they purchase their
tickets, many patrons are handed so-called
‘shortage cards,’ claiming that the supply
of gifts has been temporarily exhausted
and supposedly entitling the holders to receive the premiums at a later date.”
Investigation

Suggested

This, thinks Lawrance, “seems to be the
shabbiest kind of deception. The practice
forces many of the patrons to make repeated trips to the theatres before they are
handed a trivial premium worth only a
fraction of the admission charge. Additional protests have been voiced because
the attractive premiums displayed in the
theatre lobbies are not the ones given
ticket purchasers. Several disappointed
neighborhood theatregoers are so incensed
over the deception of the ‘free gift’ racket
that they believe the practice should be
investigated for violation of the honest advertising laws.”
Max Barewin of Price Theatre Premium
Co. said theatres using his premiums do not
resort to the use of shortage cards unless
they have to — which is once in a great
while; that they don’t display one type of
merchandise, and give away another, and
that the premium is worth more than “a
fraction of the admission charge” — that the
premium will average over half the cost of
admission.

at "Invasion"
— Northwest

Minneapolis

WESTERN,

SOUTHERN,

Kansas

States officers and governors are still
devising ways and means to turn the
heat on film salesmen who allegedly
have been guilty of stimulating new
competitive theatre building in situations where they have been unable
to make deals.

Would

20th-Fox Will Build
Minng Exchange
second

time

in

the past two years increasing business is
necessitating the construction of a new
film exchange building here. This time it’s
20th-Fox. Last year it was RKO.
Twentieth-Fox will have its own twostory building on Currie Ave., between 10th
and 11th St., one block from its present
location. Work on the structure, to cost
$75,000, will start immediately and the
structure will be ready for occupancy
December 30.
The exchange building will provide 20thFox with 50 per cent more floor space than
it now has in its present quarters. The
contract has been let to the Kieffer Bros.
Co., which also erected the RKO building.
“Our business has grown by leaps and
bounds during the past year and we are
in urgent need of the increased space,”
said Moe Levy, district manager.

EASTERN.

of film

Mean

35%

Decrease

in Staffs

At least a 35 per cent decrease in the
number of employes required to do the job,
it is estimated, would be brought about
by this change in the present method of
distribution of films to theatres in this
area.

The present goal of Northwest Allied is to halt further invasion and
expansion on the part of Publix and
independent circuits.

the

demands

storage of films for all the companies —
or most of them. The exchange would sell
the film and book it, and send the order
to the agency, or depot.

States leaders who believe that “invasion” is today’s greatest menace as
far as independent exhibitors are
concerned.

Minneapolis- — For

Payrolls

City — Pending

exchange employes for substantial increases in wages makes more interesting
the rumor which has been circulating and
continues to circulate not only here but
on Filmrows elsewhere that distributors
will turn over the entire job of physical
distribution to a central agency. The
agency, probably an outside company,
would handle the shipping, inspecting and

In a number of spots, film salesmen have induced individuals to
build opposition theatres, it is
charged by the Northwest Allied

MIDWEST EDITION Is One of the Seven Sectional Editions in Which BOXOFFICE Is Published Weekly. The
Other Six Editions Are: NEW ENGLAND, MIDEAST, CENTRAL,

Reduce
Allied

of

Union demands for increased wages
may force distributors to adopt the idea,
it is said. The idea is not a new one, but
has been considered seriously for some
time — long before the unions became active in the exchanges here and elsewhere.
Columbia,

Universal

May

Adopt

Plan

It is understood that Columbia and Universal are now considering adoption of the
plan on a national scale, not only for film,
but for advertising as well. The advertising probably would be handled by a setup separate from the film depot arrangement. Independent producers not only
favor the idea strongly, but actually are
using such a setup in at least one spot.
Grand National, report has it, would adopt
the idea whenever the depot is ready.

14 Features Weekly
Omaha — One

of the most

unusual

series

of bookings ever arranged through a local
exchange is by Hank Tammen for the Dakota Theatre at Yankton, S. D., for the
week of June 20 to 26. During these seven
days, which he calls “Review Week,” Tammen will play seven double feature programs, all 14 being M-G-M product.

JESSE SHLYEN, Midwest Editor, 4704 E. 9th St., Kansas
City, Mo. Phone CHestnut 7777. MAURICE WOLFF, 801
Wesley Temple Bldg., Minneapolis, Minn. PAUL JAMES.

'SSisri,-.,-s..A 3711 n. 56th St., Omaha,

Neb.

ALLIED OUVE BRANCH WITHERING
Cold Distribution Climate
Too Rigorous, Charges
Chain Fight Chief
Minneapolis — Heads

of the major

film

producing companies apparently are disdaining the olive branch which W. A.
Steffes, chairman of national Allied States
defense committee and president of Northwest Allied States, has extended to them
“in behalf of independent exhibitors.”
More than two weeks have elapsed since
Steffes sent invitations by special delivery
to the head executives of the producing
companies, requesting their presence at a
roundtable conference to attempt “to
thresh out present differences between
producer-distributors and independent exhibitors and bring peace in the industry
for the benefit of all engaged in it.” But
up to date, there has been only one acceptance— that from A1 Lichtman of
M-G-M.
Hope

Now

Is Fading

What’s more, the others seemingly have
ignored the invitations. Consequently, hope
now is fading that there can be any peace
conference.
It has been Steffes’ idea that some compromise agreements could be reached to
remove many of the causes of independent
exhibitors’ grievances. If, for example, the
producers would agree to help stop further
invasion and expansion by producer-owned and independent circuits, make some
zoning concessions and lay off percentage
pictures, national Allied States would lay
off its campaigns to obtain national, state
and local legislation for divorcement and
to correct present allegedly unfair trade
practices.
Steffes said he was confident the producers would accept the invitation to meet
with the national Allied defense committee.
But now he says there is no use of meeting with only one of the producers’ representatives. Unless a majority are willing
to participate the conference is off, he
says.
“Not

Surprised”

“I am disappointed, but not surprised,”
said Steffes. “The attitude of the producers apparently is ‘the independent exhibitor be damned,’ and that illustrates
just what’s wrong with the industry.
"However, if they want to continue fighting, we’ll try to accommodate them. It
looks as though there is nothing left for
us to do to press our efforts in Congress,
state legislatures and city councils for divorcement, chain theatre taxes and antizcning and other legislation.”
May

Support

Chain

Tax

Steffes indicated this week that his organization is unlikely to get behind the
theatre chain tax bill which has been introduced in the state legislature and which,
ostensibly, is aimed at the Publix circuit
'Minnesota Amusement Co.) which it
would put out of business.
Steffes apparently feels that the chain
tax bill has no chance of passage at the
present special session which was called
fcr the specific purpose of formulating

G4

general tax legislation. Northwest Allied
had nothing to do with its introduction,
the Benz interests, independent competitors of Publix, being credited with its
sponsorship. The Benzes, operators of the
St. Paul Lyceum and Minneapolis Palace,
downtown grind houses, have charged
Publix with using pressure on film exchanges to cut off their supply of dime
pictures.
Not

Enough

Time

Now

It is pointed out by Steffes that the
time to put through a theatre tax bill at
the special session is insufficient. Unless
the independent exhibitors get relief from
oppressive invasion, exorbitant film costs,
etc., a campaign will be started at once to
put such a tax across at the next regular
session two years hence, Steffes indicates.
Allied States also is going to lay off of
divorcement during the present special
session, Steffes made clear.

IOWA
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^^^ALTER CARROLL,
Star Theatre, Colfax,
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seats, be air cooled and
tember 1.

manager of the
la., is remodeling
into a new theawill have a modIt will have new
open about Sep-

IOWA

STUNTS PLUG
"DEVIL IS DRIVING"

Cedar

Rapids, Ia. — To promote

the show-

ing of Columbia’s “The Devil Is Driving”
at RKO’s Iowa Theatre, Andy H. Talbot,
manager, assisted by Mike Roth, midwest
exploiteer for Columbia, innumerable traffic tieups were arranged which resulted
in plenty of newspaper space. A special
screening was held for various traffic organizations.
Sergt. Gordon Hughes, head of the traffic department, cooperated with a parade
of autos, each car bearing driving slogans.
Also 150 signs were scattered about town
and in the outlying districts.
A clever stunt was hiring a man in a
red suit to stand on a couple of wrecked
cars being towed, signs mentioning the picture and playdate.

BERGER WILL OPEN
NEWLY BUILT CHIEF
Bemidji,

Minn. — Bennie

Berger’s

new

theatre, the Chief, will be opened June 24
with “Turn Off the Moon.” The house,
representing a $100,000 investment, will
seat 740. It is the last word in modernity

Besides managing the Traer Theatre at
Traer, J. R. Jones has a very profitable
hobby, that of refinishing old furniture.
He is quite adept at this work.

and will be the Berger circuit’s “A” house
here, the other Berger Theatre, the Elko,
changing to second runs. Liebenberg and
Kaplan were the architects. Berger chain
will comprise nine theatres with this
house.

Mrs. J. G. Pierce and her husband run
the Story Theatre at Story City. Mrs.
Pierce buys the pictures, handles all the
details and Mr. Pierce handles the advertising and mechanical work. Make a fine
team. Mrs. Pierce like to play golf and
has trained her dog to locate the balls. He
can do everything but carry the clubs.

Baer Bros, also have a house here.
Thus, town will have three theatres in
operation. Clarence Stevens, manager of
the Elko, will manage both Berger houses.

G. H. Maxon and his wife are another
team which operate a theatre. Mrs. Maxon
is cashier and Mr. Maxon attends to other
duties around the Strand Theatre at Jewell.
He is adding to his air cooling system and
plans to redecorate the walls.

biggest reseating job in this vicinity in several months.

Bob Fulton, city manager for Tri-States
at Waterloo is looking forward with pleasure to his trip to Hollywood where he will
be the personal guest of Adolph Zukor.
This trip comes as the prize for greatest
improvement in all ways during the Silver
Jubilee celebration.
F. R. Stanfield, formerly with Tri-States
at Des Moines, has been employed as assistant city manager at Waterloo.
Kermit Carr, formerly manager of the
Paramount Theatre at Des Moines, has
been transferred to manager
wa Theatre at Ottumwa.

of the Ottum-

Harry Holdsberg in the publicity department of Tri-States has been promoted to
manager of the Paramount at Des Moines.

New Seat lobs
Council

Strand

Bluffs

— Morrie

Cohn

has installed 998 new

Seats
Aurelia,

of the

chairs, the

in Aurelia

Ia. — John

C. Eding

of the Com-

munity Theatre has installed 250 new seats,
purchased through Western Theatre Supply.

Recent RCA Sales

Kansas

City — RCA

sound

equipment

re-

cently installed or in the process of installation isannounced by Don “High Fidelity” Davis, sales representative, as follows: Kansas — Lyric, Colby; Liberty, Columbus; Meade, Meade; Ritz, Parsons;
Nueva, Stafford; Uptown, Strong City; College Hill, Topeka. Missouri — Clinton, Clinton; Palace, Kennett.
DAVE
Hastings,

GILLMAN

IN HASTINGS

Minn. — The

New

Riviera

The-

atre will be opened here by Dave Gillman.
It was built by Harry Gilbert, Fairmont,
Minn. Gillman operates two neighborhood
houses in St. Paul.
BOXOFFICE
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MIRACLES DON’T “JUST HAPPEN”

Nature spent eenturies on the process of creating the
miracle of Old Faithful.
E.R.P.I, spent years in the commercial

strated four years ago in Philadelphia, later in New

adaptation of a

revolutionary principle of sound reproduction known as
MIRROPHONIC. Like Old Faithful, MIRROPHONIC is a

MIRROPHONIC

phonic or “third-dimensional”
MIRROPHONIC

is the direct commercial

More

“.4 THRILL

FOR

than a thousand

MIRROPHONIC,

through with a good show

YOUR

EARSr

Electric

|y|IRKOI>HOXI€
SOUND
THE

STANDARD

SYSTEM

OF THE

WORLD

have installed

used its powerful exploitation campaign,

enjoy increased BOX

the new

Western

exhibitors, who
OFFICE

Old Faithful and MIRROPHONIC

outgrowth of

the historic Stereophonic principle — first publicly demon-

Electric, it may be in-

stalled on a convenient step-by-step modification plan.

now

sound.

is readily adaptable to future advances

in the art. If you now have Western

|;product of time — it is a result of long research by Bell Tele» phone Laboratories and Western Electric in perfecting a
reproducing system first conceived in the form of Stereo-

York,

Hollywood, and recently, in Miami.

DOLLARS.
never fail to come

on time — and with

Organization Activitg Is
Speeded Up in Kapcee
Kansas City — Kansas City this week began to catch up with the national labor
situation.
The AFL Office Employes’ Union No.
14.268 Tuesday passed cards to every office employe on Filmrow inviting them to
attend an organization meeting of the
•‘office workers of the film exchanges”
Wednesday night at Musicians’ Hall, 1017
Washington St., which is lATSE headquarters. Very few attended, however.
Theatre

Workers

Approached

Invitations to join the United Motion
Picture Operators and Workers Union for
the Film Industry, Inc., were delivered to
the exchanges at the same time. This
group

secured a certificate of incorporation from Judge Darius A. Brown of the
circuit court here last week. In other
words, they have a Missouri charter. The
letter was from the office of Harold Hay,
business agent, at 217 Argyle Bldg., which
is also the office of Michael D. Konomos,

attorney who represented former independent operators in their charter application.
The

UMPO & WUFI letter urged “unionization ... of workers . . . within the

film industry without discrimination, preference or favoritism to any one worker,
employe, class or group of workers or
employes. We believe that each worker
shall have a voice in the union and equality of status should be the pass-word of
the organization. We believe in uniform
fair treatment to all.
"This union is not affiliated either with
the AFL or the CIO. Its affiliation with
any organization will depend upon the
harmonious and unanimous sense and spirit
of its members.”

the

workers

of the

ganized, divided and
Exhibitors

industry

to Marjorie

Hold

Monley

and

the cou-

ple now are honeymooning, visiting Joe’s
parents in Washington. It was a school
romance. The pair met a few years ago
Joe was attending Georgetown University at Washington and Marjorie visited her uncle, a Georgetown professor, with
whom her husband-to-be made his home.
The best man at the wedding was Ed.
Seibel, Minnesota theatre press agent.

Conferences

exhibitors’ labor committee, composed of Ed Dubinsky Durwood, Jay
Means, Clarence A. Schultz and E. Rolsky,
were holding conferences during the week
as it grew more likely that there would
be a contest between the lATSE unions
(operators, film exchange workers, front
of the theatre employes, and exchange
office workers), and the UMPO & WUFI.
It is reported that UMPO
& WUFI is
attempting to secure contracts with local
exhibitors, particularly independents. The
lATSE has not had contracts with either
first or subsequent runs for several years.
Film Delivery workers and truck drivers
have been organized by the AFL (via
lATSE).

MR

of

Fannie Singer, for many years with
National Screen office staff, is now the
secretary at the new Monogram exchange
here.

Nathanson,

just returned

gaining in popularity throughout the East,
as the increasing number of orders received by AIR-LOC SEAT INDUSTRIES,
INC. from this part of the country demonstrates.

*

date

of the Twin City premiere of Republic’s “Hit Parade,” will be announced
shortly, according to Gilbert.
on

Filmrow:

Jack

Heywood,

New

Richmond, Wis.,' E. A. Johnson, Olivia,
Minn.; L. V. Bergtold, Lewiston, Minn.;
B. J. Benfield, Graceville, Minn., and Ed.
Gleason, Osseo, Wis.
lola

The

beautiful

Anderson

is an

addition

to

United Artists’ office staff. Booming
ness made the addition necessary.
Josephine Menken,
cashier, is vacationing
sota.
Pat

the

busi-

20th-Fox assistant
in northern Minne-

Luce,

secretary

to Moe

Levy

at 20th-Fox, didn’t shiver in northern Minnesota, as previously reported. Instead, she spent her vacation sweltering
in Philadelphia where she visited a
brother.

on

page

♦

little Nashua

Theatre

at

Nashua, Montana, is scheduled for opening by its owner, George Nicol, about
July 1st. This theatre was equipped from
box office to stage with equipment purchased from CINEMA SUPPLIES, INC. of
Minneapolis. Of course, ULTRAPHONEJEWELL sound system is being installed.
*

*

«

The

Orpheum Theatre at Ottowa, Illinois, owned and operated by the wellknown Gregory Circuit, has let contract
through Midwest Theatre Supply Company
of Chicago for complete latest type
to be installed in this new house. This
ULTRAPHONE-JEWELL
sound equipment
theatre is to open approximately July 1st
and will be one of the most outstanding
theatres of its type in the territory.
«

Mr. F. R. Bandy, owner of the Princess
Theatre, Britt, Iowa, recently installed
complete new
ULTRAPHONE-JEWELL
sound equipment in his theatre. Mr. Bandy
always believes in giving his patrons the
very latest in comfort, style and quality —
and naturally selected this latest type
ULTRAPHONE-JEWELL
equipment for
faithful reproduction of the newest recordings.

*

According
Frank Eisenberg, United Artists’ prizewiiuiing salesmaji, recovered from his
operation in time to leave with the rest of
(Continued

«

from

Republic meetings in Los Angeles and Chicago, confides that his new season is under way and business is excellent. The

Seen

operator
at East

Brady, Pennsylvania, has placed order for
the beautiful and comfortable AIR-LOC
chairs, to be installed in his theatre on or
about July 10th. These chairs are rapidly

Incidentally, Monogram now is distributing “Cloistered” in this territory.

Gilbert

in Brief

J. A. BLATT, owner and
the new State Theatre

when

unor-

powerless.”

The

66

wedded

Correction:

The new union went on; “Unfortunately,
heretofore, there existed no union or organization within this area in whose guidance its members could depend. Dissension, dissatisfaction and discrimination
kept

CONGRATULATIONS
to Joe Summers,
popular Tribune film critic. He was

News

69)

COOL WEATHER AND
FREE GAMES CUT IN
Lincoln — Business is about 25 per cent
down here compared with the same period
a year ago. Reason given by the exhibs is
that it has been so cool, the presence of
iced air machines in the houses hasn’t been
the draw it was in 1936 when temperatures
were constantly around 106 to 110. Crowds
of 5,000 attending the free night kitten ball
league games in city floodlighted parks is
doing its share of the cutting.

«

*

to latest reports, the opening

of Minneapolis’ beautiful new Avalon
Theatre is going to be quite a swanky affair. A buffet supper is scheduled to be
served at 11:30 P. M. in the balcony lounge
and no doubt exhibitors from the entire
Northwest will be in attendance. Bill
Frank & Oscar Woempner are again doing
it up in style.

*

it

Ted Karatz of CINEMA SUPPLIES,
and AIR-LOC SEAT INDUSTRIES,

INC.
INC.

is to attend the supply dealer’s convention
in Chicago June 17-18th and 19th. He
expects to get all of the latest dope on new
items for the modern theatre. — Adv.
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of the Stebbins Theatre
H. BADGER
Equipment Co. left Wednesday for Chicago where he will attend the Independent

Theatre Supply Dealers’ national convention Friday, Saturday and Sunday. He was
accompanied by Mrs. Badger and their
young daughter, Phyllis. They will visit
Detroit and other eastern cities before returning in about two weeks.
Mrs. E. Nolan was on Filmrow Wednesday with her two yomig sons, Pat and
Larry. Mrs. Nolan is putting in a new
screen at her Pierce City, Mo., theatre. She
also operates the one at Cassville, Mo.
Guy Bradford of UA and Bill Parsons
of the Aladdin went fishing over the weekend in what the former describes as “a
mudhole down the road a piece.” They
caught some fish, all right, but Bradford
brought back enough sunburn to qualify
him for selling “The
by demonstration.
Benny
manager,

Last of the Mohicans”

Benjamin, Universal exchange
became the father of two tonsils

at Menorah Hospital Tuesday. Both parent and patients are reported to be doing
okay.
The Universal offices are being repainted and redecorated . . . Columbia exchange’s landlord is remodeling its offices, giving Ben Marcus more room for
his office, taking down walls to bring the
main offices into the open, and moving the
poster department downstairs. The work
was slightly delayed early in the week
when the union bricklayer layed down his
trowel and refused to use the mortar being mixed by a non-union

mixer.

INDEPENDENTS FILE
EVIDENCE IN KAYCEE
Kansas City — Dan S. Millman and William G. Boatwright, attorneys for independents in the suit of E. Rolsky et al. vs.
Fox Midwest and the major distributors,
have filed in federal district court here a
narrative statement of the evidence in the
trial which took place a year ago.
As soon as attorneys for the defendants
in the suit check and okay the narrative,
it will be printed and submitted to the
federal appeals court. Typewritten, the
narrative is more than 1,300 pages long,
and contains a multitude of exhibits.
•Judge Merrill E. Otis a year ago held for
the defendants. In substance his opinion
was that a motion picture is a copyrighted
article and therefore can be sold on any
terms or conditions the distributor sees fit.
Rolsky

and

his co-plaintiffs

appealed.

CONFERENCE BRINGS
OUT UA SALES FORCE
Chicago — Attending the three-day UA
sales conference held in Chicago starting
Thursday, for the western and midwest
branch

managers and salesmen, were representatives from Omaha, Kansas City
and Minneapolis.
In addition to the home office executives
these included: D. V. McLucas, manager:
H. R. Barker, D. J. McCarthy, Ed Rostermundt and J. E. Schlank, from Omaha;
W. E. Truog, J. E. Graham, O. O. Flake
and G. I. Bradford from Kansas City: R.
S. Cramblett, R. J. Wylie, F. Eisenberg, C.
J. Chouinard and F. J. Kaiser.
Others were present from Detroit, St.‘
Louis, Milwaukee, Canada and the west
coast.

Add exhibitors seen on Filmrow: Frajik
Anderson, Kirksville, Mo.; Mrs. H. T. Till,
Porter, Hamilton, Mo.; Billy Forest, Rex,

Stafford Opening

Joplin, Mo.; T. E. Wilhoit, Park, Eldorado Springs, Mo.; Carl Clanton, Strand,
Eskridge, Mo.; H. C. Musgrove, Ritz,
Minneapolis ; Columbia, Wamego, and Ritz,
Oskaloosa, Kas.; Izzy Daynosky, Rivoli,

Stafford, Kas. — Warren L. Weber’s new
Ritz Theatre (formerly the Nueva) will be
opened June 23. The house is equipped
with RCA sound, a cooling system, new
upholstered seats, a steel marquee lined

St. Joseph; Homer Strowig, Plaza, Abilene, Kas.; N. W. Huston, Neosho, Mo.

with

More

vacationeers: Anne Ritchey, secretary to Branch Manager George Fuller

at the 20th-Fox exchange, is on a twoweek vacation trip. Kathleen Ahearne is
doing double duty . . . Louise Burke of the
Universal contract department is on a
three

months’ leave of absence, vacationing in California. Meanwhile, Mrs. Is
Beiser, wife of the booker, is pinchhitting
for Miss Burke.
This

is to thank Johnny Scott of Republic-Midwest for his kind letter advertis-

ing “The Republic Quintuplets for July
and August,” and for adjuring us 7iot to
fail to visit “Kansas City’s original airconditioned film exchange” on our “next

neon and other modernistic equipment throughout. Weber also operates the
theatres at Ellinwood and St. John, Kas.

The marriage of Chris Ellis to Miss
Katherine Jianas was solemnized Sunday,
June 6. The couple made a one-week honeymoon trip. Ellis is an official of the
United Theatres (formerly Athens) . Among
(Continued
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“High Fidelity”
Says:
EVERY

EXHIBITOR
in the

Kansas City Territory
Should Make
It His Duty
to Attend
the Annual Convention
of the
Kansas and Missouri
Theatres Association
at Topeka
June 22 and 23.

I'll Be There, Too!

Don't Forget to
Call on Me.
High Fidelity Yours,

Ghosen Adds Clinton
Clinton, Mo. — Joe Ghosen, who operates
houses at Sedalia and Tipton, has purchased the new Clinton, recently opened
here by W. A. Sams and Earl Shutt.

SEVEN

NEW

U. S. AIR SALES

Kansas City — Recent sales by the U. S.
Air Conditioning Corp., 1701 Grand Ave.,
are announced by Temple DeVilbiss as
follows: Lambert, Princeton, Mo.; Ritz,
Bolivar, Mo.; four Blair theatres at Belleville, Mankato, Osborne and Smith Center; Andrews, Olathe, Kas.

DOORMAN

trip.”

• DON

Telephone HArrison 6953
906 Davidson

Bldg —

KANSAS

17th & Main

CITY. MO.

PRIZE SINGER

Omaha — Eddie Forrester, manager of the
Omaha, is giving Doorman Fred Kroll a
break during the run of “Parnell.” Kroll,
winner of singing events in recent district
and state high school contests, is appearing
on the Omaha’s

AVIS

stage for a week.

The Magic

Voice

n
o
D

of the Screen
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KAYCEE

Gene Buck Leads Attack

(Continued

from

preceding

page)

the Filmrowites who attended the wedding
were Louis Sutter, Harold Lux and Ralph
Morrow.

on Neb. Anti-Ascap
Law
CO MI A IIHII A

Lincoln — Gene Buck, president of the
American Society of Composers, Authors
and Publishers, attacked in federal court

here last week the unicameral legislature’s
bill tNo, 478) which makes the practice of
Ascap illegal in Nebraska.
Termed

Usurping

Powers

Buck, through his attorney, L. J. TePoel,
one of the constitutional committee serving the legislature who advised against the
bill’s passage, said the law was an attempt
on the part of the state to usurp the power
hitherto delegated only to the Congress
of the United
right laws.

States

in dealing

with

copy-

When the bill was in process of passage,
pushed by its sponsor. Senator Frank
Brady, in a hearing Ascap was denounced
by some of the dance hall, radio, and theatre men called to testify. Others claimed
Ascap was all right. Brady charged the
latter had been coerced by A,scap threats,
citing increased suits brought against those
“brave”
“trust.”

enough
Seeks

to

testify

Restraining

against

the

Order

When the governor signed the bill making it a law immediately, carrying a $5,000
fine for any violation, it was vigorously opposed by Ascap and a veto asked. Governor Cochran said he would not attempt to
supersede the court’s powers and signed.
Buck wants an immediate restraining
order to prevent enforcement while the
constitutionality is being tested. Besides
Nebraska, Washington and Montana have
similar laws.

PATHE TOPICS MAKEUP
AND NAME SHIFT NEAR
New

York — Pathe

News

will change

the

makeup and character of "Pathe Topics,”
according to Frank Donovan, production
manager here, with the title of the series

^ISITORS were plentiful along Filmrow
this week, including Mr. and Mrs. Tom
Seydlitz and daughter, Beverly, Nebraska
City, Mr. Seydlitz still being a bit shaky
after six weeks’ illness; Charles Sartorius
of Heartley, la.; Mr. and Mrs. D. L.
Franks, Humboldt, Neb.; Frank Pennington, Villisca, la.; Mrs. Ellamarie Stipp,
Ida Grove, la.; Mr. and Mrs. John Noffsinger, Madison, Neb.; A. R. Miller, Audubon. la., and Mrs. Miller, (the latter resplendent in a new summer outfit) ; Mr.
and Mrs. Carl Bailey, Pawnee City, Neb.

Under

the

management

of

in-

Frederick

Ullman, vice-president and general manager of Pathe News, production changes will
also be made in the newsreel, with plans to
be announced following Ullman’s return
from the RKO sales convention in Los Angeles.

"Road Back" Roadshow
New

York — Universal

will

roadshow

“The Road Back” nationally, beginning
with a two-a-day run at the Globe here
which opened Thursday night.

68

left Thursday

for the

Kenneth

Hodkinson

of GB

Pictures spent

four days here this week on business matters with Ray Halperyi, branch manager.
Hodkinson is on a tour of the exchanges
prior to the natioiial sales convention to be
held in Hew York July 9-11. Halpern
scheduled to leave for the meeting.

is

Kas., ivho recently broke his leg in an accident, is recuperating at the hospital and
(Continued on next page)

Warren

the other for the first time
been in the business.
B. A. Tomte,

formerly

salesman

out of

Les Abbott, general manager, and A.
Weinke, chief engineer of Motiograph,
dropped into Western Theatre Supply en
route back to Chicago from the Los Angeles convention. Also a Western Theatre
visitor was Carl Brenkert of the Brenkert
Lamp Co.
Salesmaii Charley Lieb of M-G-M
has
run out of ping-pong and three-cushion
billiard opponents and is seeking games,

F.

A.

to his "manager,”
VanHusan

left Thursday

of

Weber,

exhibitor

at Ellinwood,

since they’ve

Paramount's St. Louis branch, now is permanently assigned to the Omaha exchange.
Tomte had been here sometime lending
extra assistance so with the resignation
of Roy Palmquist to join Universal he
drew a permanent assignment.

Supply

to be

Warnerites

Filmrow gasped this week when one of
the McMillen twins, exhibitors at McClelland, la., breezed into town without

the magazine type of subject, the essential difference being fewer stock shots and
interest

Five

company’s regional meeting of bookers in
New Orleans next week. Those bound for
the Crescent city are Office Manager Elmer
Dillon, Bookers Harry Gaffney, Chet Borg
and Howard Thomas, and Head Shipper
Thomas Brennan.

Homer Blackwell was in New York early
this week relative to his new franchise with
Imperial Pictures.

according

items of topical
cluded, Donovan said.

Weiner, cousm of Columbia’s Omaha
manager. The newlyweds will make their
home in Kansas City.

For the first time in nine years Exhibitor E. W. Kundert of Beresford, S. D.. visited Filmroio. So long had he been away
and so many changes had taken place in
the interim he almost needed a guide to
show him around.

likely to be switched to “Pathe Parade.”
While no radical departure in makeup
is contemplated, the reel will refrain from

more

Wedding bells will ring in Omaha this
Sunday for Gene Snitz, assistant booker at
the Columbia exchange, who will wed Anne

Ellis Shafton.

Western

Theatre

for the Independent

Theatre Supply Dealers Ass’n
at Chicago’s Medinah club.

convention

Exploiteer H. O. Lambert of M-G-M,
who succeeded Omar Kenyon to that job,
has been fitted up with a new office and
a secretary in the person of June Mailand
at the local exchange.
Fred Thortsen, M-G-M salesman, is ill
at Omaha Methodist hospital with a foot

THE SUPREME ACHIEVEMENT
IN THE ART OF SOUND
REPRODUCTION

THE PERFECT SOUND HEAD,
SINGLE UNIT CONSTRUCTION,—
ADAPTABILITY TO PUSH PULL
RECORDINGS—
ALL FILM TRAVEL ON
ROTATING SURFACES,—
PERFECT SCANNING WITH
THE GYROFILTER,—
PREFOCUSED EXCITER
LIGHT CARRIAGE,—
CONSTANT AXIS
OPTICAL LENS CARRIAGE,—

pLU S

"HUSHED BACKGROUND"
REPRODUCTION
WITH THE DUO SOUND MASTER
AMPLIFIER

pLU S
PERFECT REPRODUCTION
PERFECT DISTRIBUTION
WITH THE DUO SOUND MASTER
TWO-WAY
HORN SYSTEM.

QUALITY ABOVE
PRICED BELOW

COMPARISON
COMPARISON

infection

. . . Branch Manager Ted Mendenhall of Paramount and his salesmen
returned Tuesday from the Los Angeles
convention . . . Ethel Blesh, secretary to
Office Manager V. B. Trent of M-G-M,
has driven to New York on vacation.
BOXOFFICE
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MINNEAPOLIS
(Continued

KAYCEE

Don Woods Heads

(Continued

from page 66)

Twin Citq Variety

the hunch for the Los Angeles sales convention this week.
Walt Mitchell, Universal assistant shipper, is vacationing at his parents’ home
at Rice Lake, Wis. He’ll spend most of
his time fishing.
Don Woods staged an invitation screening of ‘‘The Girl Said No” at the Loring
Theatre. A large audience indicated its
approval of this Grand National musical.
Leroy Johnson of the 20th-Fox ad sales
department is spending his vacation at
Minnesota lake resorts . . . “Nickey” Goldhammer and his RKO salesmen departed
this week for the Los Angeles sales convention. They won’t be back until June 25
. . . H. O. Mugridge has taken over the
distribution of Imperial pictures in the
territory.
Iva Griffith, secretary to “Nickey” Goldhammer at RKO, is vacationing at her
parents’ home at Sioux Falls, S. D. . . .
Alice Johnson and Donald Holmer are
National Screen vacationists. The former
is at Nisshwa, Minn., resort and the latter
is fishing and canoeing at Lake of the
Woods.
Jack Raper, RKO salesman, has been
getting a big kick out of his new Pontiac
. . . Betty Dee, secretary to Ralph Cramblett at United Artists, chose Excelsior
Springs, Mo., for her vacation spot . . .
Helen Storler, secretary to Larry Klein at
RKO, is in Chicago on a vacation jaunt.
The father of Tommy

Minneapolis — Don

Woods,

genial

and

personable Grand National exchange manager and former local sales manager for
Paramount, has been elected Chief Barker
of the Twin City Variety Club, succeeding
Bill Elson who resigned because he is
moving to Kansas City where he will be
managing director of the Mainstreet and
Newman theatres.
Choice

Unanimous

Woods was unopposed and the unanimous choice of the members who met at
the Nicollet Hotel clubrooms Tuesday to
fill the vacancy. He has been a member
of the board of governors and prominent
on the entertainment committee and the
success of the recent golf tournament was
credited in large part to his efforts.
“I don’t think anybody should refuse an
assignment such as this,” said Woods in
accepting the office. “However, in assuming this responsibility, I wish to impress
upon you that no one or half a dozen
persons can make this club a success.
There must be cooperation from every

from preceding page)

is expected to he walking around

again in

four weeks.
George Lehman
the Plaza Theatre

is the new manager
at St. Joseph, Mo.

of

Ben Marcus, Columbia branch manager,
is feeling very happy these days for two
big reasons — First, Columbia’s serial lineup; secondly, the acquisition of Joe E.
Brown by the studios.
George K. Priedel, assistant booker at
the 20th-Fox exchange, will vacation in
Des Moines and Denver . . . Warren Beckett of Paramount’s poster department also
is planning a trip.
A softball team has been organized by
the boys of the 20th-Fox exchange. Their
first match was with a Western Union team
last Friday. Score was 18-7, m favor of
the film boys. Other games are invited.
Might be the beginning of a regular league
on the Row.
Roger Leaton, shipper at M-G-M, last
week returned from a tour of Tennessee,
North Carolina, Kentucky . . . Harland
Everett of the shipping department will
vacation at Texon, Tex.

Woods said he would endeavor to estabmember.”
lish a new interest to keep the club alive
and active. He said he would welcome all

C. E. Esterley’s Bijou and State shortly
will have air conditioning installed by Al

suggestions.
W. H. Workman, a past Chief Barker,
suggested that plans should be started immediately for the biggest and finest Charity Ball in Twin City history next fall or
(Continued on next page)

Hauetter, the equipment by Barrett Manufacturing Co. Hauetter has just completed air conditioning in Homer Pautz’s Sun.
Seen on Filmrow this week — Henry B.
Doering, Gai'nett, Kas.; Walt Talbott, Rog( Continued on next page)

Charek, Warner

Bros.’ North Dakota salesman, is gravely
ill in Portland, Ore. . . . Warner hookers,
returning from the Chicago meeting,
brought hack regards to all Filmrow from
Max Factor, erstwhile Republic office
manager, now booker with Great
theatres in the Windy City.

TRADE

DIRECTCRy

Lakes’

Helen Pauly of the Warner office staff
will visit Chicago on her vacation . . .
Pederson, M-G-M’s sunny information girl, is touring the West . . . Warren Anderson, Warner Bros.’ assistant
booker, remained over in Chicago for his
vacation.

QUIDE FOR THE
KANSAS CITY

A HANDY
EQUIPMENT

AND

EXHIBITOR

SUPPLIES

wwwwm

EXHIBITOR

ASSOCIATIONS

Hannah

Rumor that Lou Pressler, Minnesota
theatre manager, would take unto himself
a wife during his present eastern vacation
proved unfounded. He’s visiting his parents in Utica, N. Y. . . . Mickey Coen,
M-G-M salesman, is interesting himself
in a new auto.
Prank Hallowell, former 20th-Fox salesman, now operating theatres at Dickinson,
N. D., was in Minneapolis this week attending the funeral of his brother who
died following an operation.
Lucille Reader of the Warner Bros, office staff is enjoying the delights of northern Minnesota lakes . . . Kenny Woods,
Paramount assistant hooker, is fishing in
northern Minnesota waters. It’s his vacation. . . “Hy” Chapman aiid his Columbia salesmen depart June 24 for the
Los Angeles sales convention.
BOXOFFICE
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]ID)1IE^ WICOMIIE^ Business Bright in
IIL M M C O IIL M
Omaha Territorg
j0URT P. MARTIN, new president of the
Iowa Association of Stage Employes and

Projectionists, has announced his organization will launch an educational safety
campaign discouraging the operation by
pupils of school motion picture machines.
Untrained operators do not know what to
do, Martin said, when fire is started by
combusting celluloid film.
More

than

$600,000

group

life insurance

^ALTER
SHUTTEE
and Chuck Doty
were joined by families here this week.
Shuttee came up from Kansas City

Mrs.

Omaha — Exhibitors of the Omaha territcry optimistically are looking forward to
steadily increasing business during the last
six months of 1937 because of promising
crop conditions,
en areas.
For

the

even

in the drouth-strick-

first six months

reports

are

where she’s been waiting to find the setup,
and Mrs. Doty got in from California. Both
gents have sons. Shuttee is the LTC city
manager and Doty, Liberty house manager.
Leland Mischnick and the Missus are
still here waiting for that new Westland
Theatres house to open in Colorado

is effective on employes of the Tri- States
Theatre Corp., covering the 35 theatres

spotty.

Sprmgs.

operated by Tri-States in Iowa, Illinois and
Nebraska. The insurance offers protection
against death from any cause to employes

gain

Bill Lindeman and the Stuart ushers
braved jail after work the other night by
watching the night patrolmen and when

and

their families and a considerable portion of the premium is paid by Tri-States.

The

vacation

season

has started

with

a

bang.

At Tri-States Dora Sanquist, secretary to Mr. Deitch, will go to Chicago;
Doris Koeppel, secretary to Mr. Vogl, will
trek to Yellowstone and the Don Allens and
Kermit Carrs plan a joint automobile trip
to Yellowstone, Denver, etc.
Monogram’s “Blazing Barriers,” filmed
with official O. K. of the CCC in Washington, doubtless will do a tremendous business in the 39 CCC camps in Iowa and
Nebraska, since arrangements have been
made in Washington, D. C., for the personnel of these 39 camps to attend the
picture en masse in uniform — making for
excellent exploitation of the picture by
exhibitors.

Tri-States Theatres circuit, for instance, has had a substantial business
in all the key towns of the district

except one. In the smaller towns, however, business has lagged behind the first
six months of 1936 because of poor crops
last year.
District Manager Evert R. Cummings of
Tri-States announced grosses are up 25
per cent for Hastings, Neb.; 15 per cent
for Fairbury and Grand Island, and 18 per
cent for Omaha.
Only

Sioux

City

Behind

Only

Sioux City is trailing and that because the stockyard receipts there are the
lowest in 35 years. This is blamed on the
long South Dakota drouth.
It is significant that the better grosses
at Hastings, Fairbury and Grand Island
were accompanied by slight raises in price.
The price structure has remained stable at
Omaha, while at Sioux City one subsequent
has been hiked.
Omaha suburban houses are faring well
also.

Monogram was represented by Eddie
Golden, general sales manager, and the
RKO circuit by Max Fellerman and Johnnie O’Connor in a deal for Monogram set
in New York this week, involving Monogram production for the entire circuit. In
Iowa this is effective in Sioux City, Cedar
Rapids, Davenport, Dubuque and Marshal town. A local circuit deal is pending.
New

Universal

Meyer Greenberg,
pictures, Omaha.

has

a

new

formerly

salesman —
with

Capitol

Local RKO exchange men now attending
the convention in California are Lou Elman, manager; E. N. Oshel, William De
Frenne and E. E. Gruenberg, salesmen.

Augie Herman of the Muse, an outstanding independent, reports business is
20 per cent better than last year.
Grosses have fallen off somewhat in recent weeks mainly because the weather has
remained unusually cool and patrons have
not been driven into the chilled theatres by
the heat.

Woods Elected
'Continued

from

preceding

page)

winter. A two days’ outing at Breezy
Point or some other resort also is planned.
The executive committee authorized the
officers to sign a lease on the new Nicollet Hotel quarters which probably will be
enlarged

by the addition of another adjoining room. It also will meet to map
out a program of summer, fall and winter
activities.

KAYCEE
'Continued

from

preceding

page)

Showman

ers. Ark.; Glen Newbold, Yates Center,
Kas.; Ed Johnson, Bucklin, Kas.; Verbon
Waggoner, Lenora, Kas.; O. L. Christian,
Parker, Kas.; A. C. Tackett, Coffeyville,
Kas.; Homer Garber, Baxter Springs, Kas.;
Louis Griefe, Windsor, Mo.
T. R. ^Tommy) Thompson, Karl Hotve,
Earl Dyson, Jimmie Lewis, and Jack Renfro departed Sunday p. m. for Hollywood
and RKO’s convention. They went from
here to St. Louis with the RKO boys from
Omaha and Sioux Falls, and joined the
convejition special there.
James Winn, western sales manager for
Grand National, was here Tuesday for the
two Grand National previews of “The
Said No” and “Damaged Goods.”

70

Girl

Wins

Golf

Trophy

Minneapolis — Clarence “Butchy” Stevens, Bennie Berger’s house manager at
Bemidji, came into permanent possession
of the Twin City Variety Club’s silver
trophy cup by winning the championship
flight for the third consecutive year at
the Variety
tournament
club.

Club-Film Men’s annual golf
at the Oak Ridge country

they

weren’t looking, stenciling
walks for “I Met Him in Paris.”

See by the
doing another

the side-

papers Bill Youngclaus is
expansion act. This time,

Superior.
Mrs. Avis Rutherford, Capitol cashier, is
back from a vacation in Cleveland, Ohio.
California seems to be the destination of
a great many of the people now employed
by J. H. Cooper houses. John Niemoth is
doivn to leave some time soo7i for the
smmyant house
(he manager
hopes) southivest.
He’s Liberty
assistat the Liberty.
Cashier Melva Albers and Lincoln “how
many” Alice Walker are also due to leave
soon for the same place. Lucille Watsori,
formerly at the Orpheum, preceded them.
Charlie

Shire

has

been

coming

to work

with paint all over his fingers lately. He’s
re-doing the interior of his home between
figuring up the daily cash for bank deposit.
Gus

Nelson

thought

three

whole

days,

so the story goes, on “Parnell.” Then found
the thoughts looking up at him from the
wastebasket.
Carl Rose writes that some girls don’t
like to be fathered and others don’t like
to be pawed. In the same line, he assured
that he was not labeling himself

“The

Voice

of Experience.”
REDUCE

SUMMER

HOURS

Omaha — Employes at the local M-G-M
branch are getting two extra days off a
month
keep

now. The off-days are being staggered so that the office will continue to
the same hours.
WESTERN

OPENING

THEATRE

Omaha — Western Theatre Supply’s miniature theatre in the adjoining building is
nearing completion. The theatre will be
used for sales demonstrations and should
be ready about July 1.

LEON
Kansas

ROBERTSON
City — Fox

PROMOTED
Midwest

Theatres

Another prominent golfer-exhibitor, Ernott Hiller, Crookston, Minn., who has
made a name for himself in numerous
tournaments, was medalist. His score was
79 against a 70 par for the course.
Runner-up in the championship flight

have upped Leon Robertson to assistant
general managership of several theatres
in Springfield, Mo.

was Sid Feldman, Minneapolis. B. J. Benfield, Morris, Minn., captured the consolation event.

Carlton, Minn. — Tom
Hall of Buhl,
Minn., is opening a new theatre here. Hall
also has houses at Buhl and Cook, Minn.

HALL

OPENING

BOXOFFICE
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UA CIRCUIT BUYS R. & R. SHARE
Joseph M. Schenck Confirms
Deal for 50 Per Cent

Tri-State Unit Annual

Many RKOites Stop
at Dallas Exposition
Dallas — Most

of

RKO’s

nation-wide

dis-

tribution staff stopped off a few hours in
Dallas early in the week for a trip through
the Greater Texas and Pan-American Exposition grounds on their way to Hollywood for the company’s annual sales convention. The delegation of 250 on a special train originating in New York and
added to on the way, was headed by Ned
E. Depinet, vice-president of RKO Radio
Pictures and president of RKO Distributing Corp. The contingent was welcomed
by Gov. James V. Allred and Exposition
officials.
Karl Hoblitzelle and R. J. O’Donnell of
the Interstate circuit entertained the visitors at a luncheon and entertainment program in the Pan-American Casino.

The special made
brief stops in Ft. Worth.
Sweetwater, K1 Paso and Phoenix where special
prograrns were held. The Dallas RKO
sales personnel joined the special at the Exposition grounds.
This group included C. E. Hilgers, former Fox
branch manager who for the past year has been
a high RKO
executive in Paris, and the following
j RKO
men from the south and middle west:
Kansas City — T. R. Thompson, branch manager;
E. L. Dyson, J. Lewis, A. A. Renfro and K. G.
Howe, salesmen.
Omaha — A. M, Avery, branch
manager; W
J. Foley. E. G. Huhnke
and A. M.
Hill, salesmen.
Charlotte — R. C. Price, branch
manager; R. F. Branon and R. S. Mitchell, salesmen. Atlanta — H. M. Lyons, branch manager; W.
J. Collins, B. S Bryan and F W. Salley, salesmen.
New
Orleans — G. C. Brown, branch manager; R.
E. Pfeiffer and H. F. Cohen, salesmen. Jacksonville— C. W. Allen, branch manager; P. Harrison,
salesman. Oklahoma City — R. B. Williams, branch
manager; P. D. Fielding and C A Blakeley, salesmen. Dallas — S. M. Sachs, branch manager; J. H.
Gruben, W. V. Adwell, J. E. Huey, J. B. Cummins and J. Brecheen, salesmen.
In Little Rock, Ark., the special was boarded
'

by the delegation from Memphis,
P. M. Baker, branch manager; N.
and E. F. Stein, salesmen.

“Can
Little

Rock,

Increase

composed
of
J. Colquhoun

Meet
Atlanta — R.

of

national

prosperity and increased boxoffice attendance film companies are now able to increase budgets and to put more money into
bigger and better productions, Ned E.
Depinet, vice-president in charge of distribution for RKO Radio, said here Tues-

Six Editions

MIDWEST,

.

Williams,

Southwest

Hollywood — Acquisition

it is generally

under-

Dallas

Florence,

Tex. — R.

Smoot,

Are; NEW

WESTERN,

ENGLAND,

MIDEAST,

CEN-

EASTERN.

W.

Ga.
South

Uncertain
reports

as

to

the

formei’ly

Attend Convention
Atlanta — Warner

CRISP,

Southwestern

BENEDIC,
J, W.
Texas

Bros,

bookers

and

ad

sales manager left Friday, June 18, for
New Orleans to attend the southern regional convention to be held June 18-20.
A. W. Schwalberg, home office supervisor
of exchanges, will conduct the meeting.
Those attending from Atlanta are Bill
Hames, office manager; Dave Alterman,
booking manager; Bill Bryan, booker; and
L. C. Cochran, ad sales manager.

day. Depinet, in company with branch
managers, salesmen, and executives, was
en route to Hollywood to attend the company’s international sales convention in
that city. There were 250 members in the
special party which arrived here over the
Missouri Pacific on a special train.

V.

cent

It is known that R&R has been negotiating with the Interstate circuit for the
trade of the Texas, Rosewin and Midway,
which deal would give Interstate control of
all Texas key first run situations. It is
presumed, however, that the local houses
are included in the new deal.

of Gustine, is opening a new theatre in
Florence. He has secured a building which
is being converted for the venture.

NELL

per

status of the Robb & Rowley local houses
under the terms of the United Artists
Theatres, Inc., deal closed this week in
colony.
Hollywood were received by the local film

IN FLORENCE
C.

Status

Dallas — Conflicting

a booking arrangement with Hall Industries. He now is devoting much time to oil
operations.
OPENING

50

Theatres, Inc., was announced here Tuesday by Joseph M. Schenck, who heads the
UA chain in addition to his position as
20th Century-Fox board chairman.
Operating in 30 cities in Arkansas, Oklahoma and Texas, and also in Pasadena,
Calif., the R&R management probably will
remain in charge with Harold B. Robb
continuing as president and E. H. Rowley
as secretary-treasurer. The United Artists
circuit does not engage in active management of other houses in which it is interested, making such deals for the purpose of investment only.
The four houses in Little Rock, Ark.,
owned by Robb k Rowley in partnership
with Paramount as the Arkansas Amusement Co., are not involved in the deal, according to Schenck.

stood that F. W. Zimmerman has sold an
interest, said to be a half, in his theatres
at San Marcos to the Interstate circuit,
the trade is not verified at this time by
Interstate officials. The deal has been negotiated and tentatively takes effect July
5, it was said, but some of the details
have yet to be worked out.
Zimmerman, known in the industry as
“Zim,” has long been an important showman in Texas. Some seasons ago he made

SMOOT

of

interest in the Robb & Rowley circuit of
80 southwestern houses by United Artists

San Marcos Sale to
Interstate July 5
Dallas — Although

Circuit

Oxford,

Miss., president of the MPTO of Arkansas, Mississippi and Tennessee,
has announced the annual convention
for Sunday and Monday, July 18-19,
at the Hotel Buena Vista, Biloxi,
Miss. Tradesmen from the Memphis
and New Orleayis territory are urged
to attend.
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PLANS COMPLETE FOR SETOA MEET
Business, Golf and Banquet
Slated for Parley
in Birmingham
Birmingham,

Ala. — Address

by Ed

Kuy-

kendall, president of MPTOA, Col. Thomas
E. Orr of Albertville and John Temple
Graves, Age-Herald columnist-author and
lecturer, and a golf tournament will be
among the highlights of the annual threeday convention of the Southeastern Theatre Owners Association here June 27-2829.
Registration

at Hotel

All Southeast Exhibs
Invited to Meet

Jefferson

Convention headquarters will be established at the Thomas Jefferson Hotel and
registration of delegates will begin there
the morning of June 27 with a banquet
scheduled that night at the hotel.
M. C. Moore, Jacksonville, Fla., president, will preside, with welcome address
given by Hon. Jimmie Jones, president of
the Birmingham City Commission, introduced by Postmaster Cooper Green. J. H.
“Tommie” Thompson will give the response.
The initial business session of the conclave will be held Monday morning, June
28, when Kuykendall will deliver his address on “As Theatre Owners, Where Are
We Headed?” He will be followed by Col.
Thomas Orr, past president of the Association and active in its affairs since its

Atlanta — Bill Griffin, SETOA

con-

vention chairman, has extended a
hearty invitation to exhibitors in this
territory, to all managers and employes of all film distributing companies and allied businesses to attend the annual convention to be
held in Birmingham, Ala., June 2728-29.
The Thomas Jefferson Hotel, convention headquarters, has announced special rates, as follows:
$2.00, $3.00, $3.50 and $4.00 per
day single, with $1.00 additional for
double occupancy.
Suites $8.00 per day, upward.
Convention registration fee is only
$2.50.
Bill urges each of you to “come 07i
over’’ and let him show you what
Birmingham can do to show you a
good time.
Immediate reservations can be
made by writing Hewitt Heninger,
assistant manager Thomas Jefferson

Bill Griffin of Cullman, Ala., convention chairman, who this week announced the program for the annual
meeting

Hotel, Birmingham, or Bill says he’ll
be glad to make them for you. But
the main

thing is “Make

of the Southeastern

Theatre

Owners’ Assn, at the Thomas Jefferson Hotel in Birmingham, Ala., June
27-28-29.

Them.’’

organization who will speak on “Shall We
Sponsor Any Form of Regulation for the
Motion

Picture Industry?”
Golf

Tourney

ferson Hotel, featured by an address by

June

28

The afternoon will be devoted to a sightseeing tour of the Fairfield plants of the
Tennessee Coal, Iron & Railroad Co. as
guests of the company.
The qualifying rounds of the Association’s Golf Tournament are scheduled to
begin at 2:30 p. m., June 28 at the Hillcrest Country Club with the finals to be
played the following day.
Monday night, June 28, the Birmingham
Theatre Owners will act as hosts to the
group at the Club Rex, at a combined
swimming, dancing and buffet supper
party.
The final day of the conclave, Tuesday,
will be marked by business sessions in the
morning with M. C. Moore, president, in
charge.
Speakers will include R. M. Kennedy,
district manager of Wilby-Kincey Theatres, on the value of training competent
young men and how to accomplish this.
Other speakers at the morning session
Tuesday will be Col. Sam Borisky, Chattanooga, Tenn.; R. E. Martin, Columbus,
Ga.; Louis Bach, Atlanta, Ga.; Nat Williams, Thomasville, Ga.; and L. J. Duncan, West Point, Ga.
Entertainment

for

Ladies

The visiting women at the convention,
wives and daughters of the members will
be entertained at the Hillcrest Country
Club Tuesday afternoon while the final
rounds of the golf tournament are being
played.
The final event on the three-day convention schedule will be a banquet and
dance Tuesday night at the Thomas Jef-

72

John

Temple

Graves

on “Southern

Foot-

The dance will follow in the hotel terlights.”

SETOA

CONVENTION

Atlanta — Bill Griffin, convention

Sunday,
4:30
tavia,

of

June

members

guests.

p. 111. — Sightseeing over city, ending at
on Shades Mountain.
Refreshments.

Ves-

H:00 p. in. — Buffet supper — Thomas
Jefferson
Terrace. M. C. Moore, president, presiding.
Welcoming
address — Hon. Jimmie
Jones, president Birmingham city commission.
Introduced by — Cooper
mingham, Ala.

Green,

postmaster,

Bir-

Response — J. H. Thompson. Ha-wkinsville, Ga.
General announcements — Convention
Chairman
Wm.
R. Griffin. Cullman, Ala.

Monday,
10:00
Thomas

June

a. m. — Assembly
Jefferson Hotel.

General
presiding.
Minutes
submitted
Report
Report
Report
Address
MPTOA.

Business

28

room,

Session — M.

second

C. Moore,

floor,

president,

of previous convention to he read and
for adoption.
of president.
of secretary.
of treasurer.
— Hon.
Ed.
Kuykendall.
president,

Subject — "As

Theatre

Owners,

Night,

June

Where

are

Tuesday,

June

3:30 p. m. — Golf Tournament
at Hillcrest Country CluV) — 18 hole qualifying round for all who
enter tournament.

29

10:30 a. in. — General Business Session
M. C. Moore, president, presiding.

resumed.

only — Discussion

Cooperation of all members in an effort to break
down unfair sales policies. Discussion led by R.
E. Martin of Columbus, Ga., and Louis Bach of
Atlanta, Ga.
Value and effect of exhibitors organized protest
against
I^oint, Ga.unfair practices. Discussion led by Nat
Williams of Thomasville and L. J. Duncan of West
Value
theatre

of training competent young men to handle
business and how' the same
can be accomplished. Discussion led by R. M. Kennedy of
Birmingham,
Ala.
Value of cooperation between competitive exhibitors. Discussion led by Col. Sam
Borisky of
CUiattanooga, Tenn.
Open Forum.
Report of Standing Committees.
Report of Nominating Committee.
Nominations from the floor.
Election of officers.
Adjournment.
3:30 p. 111. — Golf
Club. Final round
2:30 p. in. — -Ladies
Country Club.

Tuesday

We

Addre.ss — Thos. E. Orr, Albertville. Ala.
Headed ?"
Subject — "Shall We
Sponsor Any Form
of Federal Regulation for the Motion Picture Industry?"
Adjournment.
1:,30 p. ni.-— Leave hotel for trip through the
largest industrial plant in the United States as
guests of the Tennessee Coal. Iron, & R. R. Co.

28

Gala entertainment at Club Rex — dining, dancing. swimming and other enjoyable features — as
guests of Birmingham
Theatre Owners and Managers.

Theatre Owners and Employes
of controversial subjects.

27

and

PROGRAM
Monday

chair-

man, has announced the convention program for Southeastern Theatre Owners
Assn.’s annual convention to be held at
the Thomas Jefferson Hotel, Birmingham,
Ala., as follows;
Kegistration

race ballroom with music furnished by
Jimmie Blue and his orchestra. Bill Grifman. fin of Cullman, Ala., is convention chair-

Tournament.
18 holes to
Party

to be

Night,

Hillcrest Country
be played.
held

June

at

Hillcrest

29

8:00 p. III.— Annual Banquet and Dance, Thoma.s
ing.
Jefferson
Terrace. M. C. Moore, president, presidBanquet.
Address — John

Temple

Graves,

II.

Subject — "Southern
Footlights."
Dancing.
Awarding
of Golf Trophies.
Till

We

Meet

Again.

Adjournment.
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SEVERAL SHIFTED IN
SPARTANBURG HOUSES
Spartanburg,

S. C. — R. B. Talbert,

city

manager, has announced several changes
in the local theatres. Harvey Smith, manager of the Strand, has been transferred
to the Colonial Theatre in Winston-Salem,
N. C. Smith has managed theatres in Anderson and Greenwood, S. C., and Lenor,
N. C.
Dan Austell, young Spartanburg man
who began his career as an usher in the
local theatre and is now manager of the
Criterion, will succeed Smith as manager
of the Strand.
R. A. Blalock of the Colonial Theatre,
Winston-Salem, will assume the duties as
manager of the Criterion.

Grand National’s “The Girl Said No”
was previewed at the Orpheum Theatre
Tuesday night through the courtesy of
Manager Vic Meyers . . . Another Louisiana girl, Katherine (Sugar) Kane, is in
the “movies.” Miss Kane is 17 and her
contract had to be approved by court.
Her real name is Anna Blanche Honness
. . . Ann Wilson, a Hollywood actress and
model who visited here recently, came
here to see her ex-husband, a New York
clothing man, V. J. Wilson, whom she divorced in 1932 . . . Vic Maurin, formerly
booker for Republic Films here, and now
manager of the Fox Theatre at Houma,
La., visited in the city last weekend.
(Continued on next page)

To Rebuild Fair
Amarillo,

Tex. — The

Interstate

will

spend $65,000 rebuilding the Fair Theatre
along modern lines of the new Martini
in Galveston and the Tower in Dallas. The
job will be one of the largest theatre projects in Texas during the year, it was reported.
HARRIS
Hickory,

LUTHER

N. C. — Harris

UPPED
Luther

J C. GARBER & SON of Jackson, Miss.,
have been awarded the general contract
for the construction of a $250,000 house
there for the Saenger Theatres, Inc. The
theatre will seat 2,500 . . . The National
Theatre Supply Co. of New Orleans has
completely remodeled its offices and show
rooms . . . Fire practically destroyed the
Washington Theatre here last Sunday
morning, June 13, resulting in the injury
of one fireman. The flames, which were
said to have originated in the back of the
building, left only the outer walls standing.
Patrolman of the fire insurance patrol estimated the value of the building at $12,000 and that of the contents also at
$12,000. The building is owned by United
Theatres, Inc.

of Salis-

bury has been promoted from doorman at
the Capitol in that city to assistant manager of the Paramount in Hickory, according to Henry Brown, local manager.

ATLANTA!
COPIED

FROM

Atlanta — The

Visugraphic

Film

Corp. is

buzzing with activity these days, since the
arrival of Hollywood talent scouts “in
search of new faces.”
C. T. Burgess, talent scout and executive manager of Astral Productions, Hollywood, recently arrived in Atlanta and
made connections with W. H. Kimberly,
president of of Visugraphic for making
screen tests of local talent.
Jack Marco, director and former leading man, will direct the making of the
screen tests.
These test films will be shown at the
Rialto, following which they will run at
five of Louis Bach houses.
Kimberly, of Visugraphic, through his
tieup with the Atlanta Constitution and
local Radio station, has had front page
publicity for the past week with pictures
and interesting news about contestants who
are ambitious for a Hollywood career.

Loot Saenger Safe
Mobile,

Ala. — The

Saenger

Theatre

was

looted of $1,000 in cash and gold medals
valued at $30 after the safe was blasted
open in a recent early morning visit.
H. C. HARRIS
Dothan,

TO DOTHAN

Ala. — H. C. Harris

jr., formerly

manager of the Ritz in Panama City, Fla.,
has been promoted to city manager of the
Martin-Davis Theatres in Dothan.

CHARLOTTE

WEBSTER'S

GENUINE

VISUGRAPHIC SEEKS
NEW FILM FACES

STANDARD

2:

DICTIONARY

(JEN'-U-IN), a, NATURAL; NOT SPURIOUS OR ADULTERATED; REAL; PURE; TRUE. [Fr.— L. GENUINUS, IN BORN]

SIC; TRUSTWORTHY; UNADULTERATED;

Syn. NATIVE; TRUE; AUTHENTIC; UNALLOYED; INTRINVERITABLE. Ant. SPURIOUS; BOGUS; SHAM; COUNTER-

FEIT; FICTITIOUS; ADULTERATED."

l-H

o

That

TELLS THE
STORY OF

and POWERS
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Genuine

<

o
<
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For twenty-five years — -The Projection engineers of International Projector Corporation have kept pace with the times an(d can to(day be proud

>

of the fact that

in

world as the Acme

to exhibitors throughout

the

of Projection.
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NEW

Manij Abandon Bank Night
Following Adverse Rnling
Dallas— Major circuits and many individual operators temporarily have cut Bank
Night and other cash giveaways during the
week, following the recent ruling by the
court of criminal appeals that Bank Night
is a lottery. The opinion, from which there
is no appeal, was rendered in a criminal
charge by the state against H. S. Cole of
the American Theatre in Bonham, who was
fined $100. Affiliated Enterprises, of Denver, owners of Bank Night, planned to ask
for a rehearing of the case.
Some

Forced

to Quit

While many theatres quit money nights
voluntarily, others were forced to do so
by county attorneys. The Interstate circuit announced Tuesday there would be
no more drawings in more than 120 of
their houses, until the legal status of Bank
Night is entirely cleared up.
An

executive of the Robb
cuit said the same day that
the last week for drawings
houses. This circuit had

& Rowley cirthis would be
in the R. & R.
generally been

using Buck-Nite.
Jefferson Amusement Co., which had
previously dropped cash awards in two or

more

towns, had quit their drawings altogether a week before the lottery ruling.
Drawings in Wichita Falls, Iowa Park,
Electra and Burkburnett were reported
stopped by the county attorney. Officers
in Denison and Sherman were reported to
made arrests and confiscated registers and other Bank Night equipment.
Frank Benson who operates in Henrietta,
Bowie and Nocona said he was stopped in

(Continued

ORLEANS
from

preceding

page)

A new motion picture theatre opened
recently in Waveland, Miss., is owned by
the Gulf Coast Amusement Co. and was
christened

the Gulf.

Ed Ortte

is president

of the company . . . The Federal Theatre
Project has erected a theatre of its own
in the structure formerly occupied by the
Motion

Picture

Advertising

Ave.

Seventy men and
ployed on the project;
comfortably seat 150.

Co. on Tulane

women are emthe theatre can

have

the first town Monday night, but is continuing drawings in the other two which
he expects will also be stopped by legal
authorities within a short while.
See Fadeaway

for Games

Many exhibitors have poured phone calls
into Dallas for last minute information as
regards which way the wind is blowing.
Present widespread activity on the part of
county attorneys well over the state, and
the fact that circuit headquarters have
voluntarily banned their awards definitely
indicate that giveaways are out of the picture pending some new legal angle which
may be brought about later. Some users
of Pay-Dae have dropped their jack pots
but are continuing the card system which
is said to be a profit sharing scheme.

Frank R. Heiderich of the Lyceum Theatre is a new grandfather . . . Robert Mayo,
casting director for Columbia Studios in
Hollywood, and his wife, Patricia Farr, Columbia contract actress, are visiting in New
Orleans. They are staying at the New Orleans hotel. Miss Farr’s next picture is to
be “Park Avenue Dame," with Richard
Arlen and Fay Wray.
The

suit

for

injunction

brought

by

United Theatres, Inc., against Columbia Pictures, asking that the exchange
be prohibited from leasing “Theodora Goes
Wild,” to any theatre except theirs has
been postponed until June 24 at request of
Columbia . . . Mr. and Mrs. Henry Lazarus, operators of the Center and Coliseum
are vacationing in Monterey,
theatres,
Mexico.

IMMEDIATE
DELIVERY
—

on — '

BLOWERS
AIR WASHERS
MOTORS
TEX-ROPE
DRIVES

HERDER
210 SOUTH

74

HARWOOD

BROTHERS

(THE PHOTO-TALKER

CO.)
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MIRACLES DON’T “JUST HAPPEN”

Nature spent centuries on the process of creating the
miracle of Old Faithful.
ElR.P.I. spent years in the commercial

adaptation of a

revolutionary principle of sound reproduction known as
MIRROPHONIC. Like Old Faithful, MIRROPHONIC is a
product of time — it is a result of long research by Bell Telet phone Laboratories and Western Electric in perfecting a
reproducing system first conceived in the form of Stereophonic or “third-dimensional”
MIRROPHONIC

strated four years ago in Philadelphia, later in New

MIRROPHONIC

is the direct commercial

'-A THRILL

FOR

More

than a thousand

MIRROPHONIC,

THE

STANDARD

OFFICE

Old Faithful and MIRROPHONIC
through with a good show
YOUR

EARS!”

Etectric

IvlIRROI'HOKIC
SOUND

exhibitors, who

SYSTEM

OF THE

WORLD

have installed

used its powerful exploitation campaign,

enjoy increased BOX

the new

Western

Electric, it may be in-

stalled on a convenient step-by-step modification plan.

outgrowth of

!the historic Stereophonic principle — first publicly demon-

is readily adaptable to future advances

in the art. If you now have Western

now

sound.

York,

Hollywood, and recently, in Miami.

DOLLARS.
never fail to come

on time — and with

^HE Capitol Theatres in Richland and
Lumpkin, Ga., were sold by B. M. Forbes to Fred McLendon, of Union Springs,
Ala,
Don Hassler, M-G-M ad-sales manager,
spent the weekend in Charlotte, S. C.,
where he officiated as best man at Lane
Howard’s

wedding.

Twenty members of Warner Bros. Club
enjoyed an outing Saturday afternoon at
Lake Groover, Austell, Ga.
Sam Perloff, M-G-M booker, is back at
his desk after an absence of several weeks
due to an appendix operation.

Tom Grady, M-G-M’s new Florida salesman, was in this weekend from his first
trip through his territory.
Mrs. Leila B. Hall, Universal, left Sunday for a two weeks’ vacation trip.

Dave Alterman,
Warner Bros., will
two weeks’ vacation
sister in New York

booking manager at
leave this week for a
with his mother and
City.

Mrs. Mamie Smarr, formerly of NTSCo,
has joined the UA office staff, replacing
Mrs. Millowyn Sharp, resigned.

Allan Glenn, head of the Warner publicity department, was in town last week.
Miss Linda Webb of M-G-M was one of
the graduates from Georgia University
eveiiing school.

R. M. Goldsmith, NTSCo, is back on
the job after several days’ absence due to
illness.
Tom Jones, M-G-M booker, is scheduled next for a vacation.

Mrs. Martha Peel, secretary to Dave
Prince, branch manager of United Artists,
left Saturday for two weeks’ vacation.
Miss Thetis Tedegar of M-G-M
the Georgia Baptist Hospital.

is ill in

Exhibitors on the Row this week: From
Florida — Miss Mina Mannassa, Ritz Theatre, Starke, Fla.; F. Alig jr., Brunnell;
From Alabama — Bill Griffin and young
son, Cullman: Walter Bracking, Union
Springs: Mrs. J. M. Lakeman, Haleyville:
J. L. Townley, Jacksonville: Robert D.
Word, Scottsboro. From Georgia — J, T,
Douglas, Vidalia; S. Hardy, Thomaston:
Nat Williams, Thomasville: J. B, Meyer,
Newnan: J. C. Jarrell, Commerce, From
Tennessee — Hugh Manning, Etowah and
Abe Borisky, Chattanooga,

Paramount Florida
Boosts Announced

Modern Theatre of Logs
in Tennessee
Lexington,

Tenn. — Opening

newest amusement

of the

place of this sec-

Miami

tion is the Rustic Theatre, constructed entirely from logs and located on Highway No. 20 in Parsons.
Inside this unique building a spacious lobby and auditorium equipped
with 400 cushioned seats adds modern convenience to the rustic charm
of its exterior. Hobart Goff, who
opened it formally to the public May

has been

manager of the Wilson Theatre for over
two years has been transferred to Rocky
Mt. where he will be city city manager
of the three theatres there.
Claude Edgerton, who has been manager of the Lyric and Carolina theatres
in Rocky Mt. will succeed Orr as manager.

SUNDAY SHOWS WILL
BENEFIT HOSPITAL
Atlanta

—

The

Kirkwood

Theatre

Ga. — The

Al-Dun

Amuse-

Screen

Service

AS

Pathe

News

crew

on
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$5000.^^
VARIOUS

FOR THEATRE

CONCESSIONS

CAROLINA

THEATRE
The

Largest

Plus Poslate

Film Corp.
aphic ATLANTA,
Visugr
P. O. Box 385
GA.

CONCESSIONS

FOR

$S000.^^

INDIVIDUAL

THEATRE

DETAIL.S

CONCESSION
Theatre

was

No Order Filled For Less Than
Three (3) Trailers

TO SUIT YOUR

WRITE

Perkins

AS

Pathe Films Exposition
June 12 filmed the opening of the Texas
Pan-American Exposition. A special detailed story of the opening is being prepared for release throughout Texas. The
newsreel will be released nationally
through RKO.

$1:22 EACH

will

HIGH

Clifton

TRAILERS of
COMING ATTRACTIONS

open a southern office here early in July.
This company manufactures special films
for industrial concerns and other business
enterprises and has studios in Hollywood
and New York.

PAY

T.

USE VISUGRAPHIC

New NSS Office

WE
Dallas — A Chicago

Atlanta — Mrs.

ment Co. has conducted a remodeling program in five of their houses, enlarging,
modernizing and installing new equipment. The houses: Fairfax, Fairfax, Ala.;
Shawmut, Shawmut, Ala.: Clayton, Clayton, Ga.: Macon, Franklin, N. C., and the
Star, Toccoa, Ga.

Charlotte — National

the

re-elected president of the Better Films
Committee at the meeting held recently
at the Atlanta Athletic Club.
Other officers elected were Mrs. O. D.
Bartlett, first vice-president: Mrs. Carl
Wesley, second vice-president; Mrs. Howard Pattieli, recording secretary: Mrs. S. D.
Katz, corresponding secretary; Mrs. A. W.
Waldman, pajrliamentarian, and J. W.
Setze, auditor.

Al-Dun Improvements
Point,

from

MRS. CLIFTON PERKINS
HEAD OF FILM GROUP

has

announced Sunday openings through the
operation by the Scottish Rite Hospital for
crippled children.
Recently taken over by George Wilby,
operator of the Cameo Theatre, the Kirkwood has been completely modernized, and
seating capacity enlarged, making it one of
the finest suburban theatres in Atlanta.

West

men

James T. Barnett, former assistant manager of the Sheridan Theatre, top class
house in the chain, now closed for the
summer, has been named manager of the
Colony, also a Miami Beach class spot
which will have A ranking until the Sheridan reopens at the beginning of the season.
Joseph Albercrombie, former manager of
the Flagler, is advanced to the Rex, a
larger house. Since his apprentice days
as an usher at Atlanta 11 years ago, he has
had nationwide experience ranging from
Grauman’s Chinese Theatre to his present association with the local chain.
Advancement from the Hialeah to the
Flagler is the promotion given to C. H.
Mott, who has been with Paramount for a
long term of service.
The fourth promotion went to Dave O.
Goyen, former assistant manager of the
He becomes manager of the HiaRegent.
leah house.

H. S. ORR NAMED TO
CITY MANAGER BERTH
N. C. — H. S. Orr, who

of

by W. R.mountLynch,
general
Enterprises,
Inc. manager of Para-

15, is manager.

WIL.SON,

— Promotion

ranks to managerial positions in four of
the Paramount houses here is announced

CO.

Concessioners

^^OEFMBIA, S, C.

In The

South
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PENTECOST MANAGER
OF ATLANTA GRAND
Atlanta— Eddie Pentecost

has been made

manager

of Loew’s Grand Theatre, succeeding Manager E. Melnicker, who resigned recently to go into other business
in Washington, D. C. Pentecost has been
assistant manager of the Grand for the
past five years.
Beginning his career with Loew’s Grand
in Memphis, as an usher in 1929, Pentecost
has steadily progressed as assistant manager to the Memphis Loew’s in 1931, then
transferred to Atlanta in 1932 as assistant
manager of Atlanta Loew’s Grand.

Meet in Dallas
Atlanta — Paramount’s

southern

division

manager, O. A. Morgan; Atlanta Branch
Manager Cecil House, and Atlanta Salesmen Buddy Chalman, Jimmy Campbell and
Lonnie Lowe, stopped off in Dallas en route
from the convention on the coast where
they were joined by Dick Johnson, booking manager: K. E. Miller, ad sales manager of the Atlanta office, for a regional
meeting held in Dallas June 15-16.

Filmites Wed
Atlanta — Two

recent

weddings

of in-

terest to the Row were the marriage of
Miss Grace K. Sullivan, secretary at United
Artists to H. L. Cintinnia of New York
City, and Lane Howard, formerly of Atlanta, now office manager of Grand National in Charlotte, to Miss Katherine Rebb
of Atlanta.

BOTWIN CELEBRATES
CONCESSIONS GROWTH

Show Cause Order
to Pal Theatre, Inc.
Atlanta

—

The

Pal

Theatres

Columbia,

Incor-

porated of Vidalia which operates motion
picture theatre in Lyons, Glennville, Millen, Louisville and Vidalia, has been directed by United States Judge Wm. H.
Barrett, to show cause before him in Augusta, June 8, why an injunction should not
be claimed against display of screen advertising in these theatres which are not
furnished by the Alexander Film Company.
The complainant, a corporation with
principal offices in Colorado Springs, Colo.,
claims a violation of a contract of September 12, 1935 whereby the defendant
agreed to display exclusively, with certain
named exceptions, the “Alexander Screen
Advertising Service” for a stipulated
monthly payment.
New

Contract

With

Milan,

asserts,

it was notified by the defendant the contract was being canceled, effective March 1,
after which date the advertising displays
were to be returned unopened.
Since March 1, it is further alleged, the
defendant has returned the displays unopened in “violation” of the contract and
at the same time has shown displays solicited by a competitive company.
A contract for such service is alleged to
have been made with a concern known to
the complainant as “Screen Broadcasts.”

ME

Tenn. — Frank

of

Shepard

has

sold

Madison, N. C., Deal
Madison,

N. C. — The

Colonial

Theatre,

Inc., of Valdese, has purchased the building and equipment of the Patovi Theatre
in Madison from V. H. Idol of Madison,
and has assumed active charge.

THINE

EARS^^

AT LAST! QUALITY
HEARING EQUIPMENT
YOU CAN AFFORD.
A complete

head

his interest in the Milan Theatre and in
the Chickasaw Amusement Co., to W. F.
Ruffin of Covington.
James Shoaf, who has been manager of
the Milan Theatre for Shepard, has been
transferred to New Bern as manager of
the New Bern Theatre. Walton Bonds,
formerly of Dyer, will have change of the
Milan and Greenfield Theatres here.

//

LEND

Botwin,

SHEPARD INTEREST
IN MILAN TO RUFFIN

Competitor

Last February 5, the complainant

S. C. — Paul

the Carolina Theatre Concession Co., here
is celebrating his second anniversary in
Columbia.
Botwin, formerly of New York, has been
in the south for the past 12 years, having
successfully operated concessions in over
100 theatres, grandstands, ball parks and
stadiums. For the past eight years, he has
operated concessions in the Wilby-Kincey
Theatres circuit.
Although the Carolina Theatre Concessions Co. is only two years old, it is said
to be the largest theatre concessioner in
the entire south.

hard of hearing

HARD OF
AT PRICES

set designed

to operate

with your present sound equipment, including amplifier with tubes, receptacles, five air conduction
head phones, cords and plugs for

ONLY
All sizes available

at corresponding

$89.00

prices. Consult

us for further details. What size
hard
set
house

of
does

hearing
your

require?

WIL-KIN
150-4 Walton Street
ATLANTA. GA.
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Labor and Hall Industries

H

Reach Truce in Kingsville
Kingsville, Tex. — A union labor boycott
against Hall Industries circuit has been
settled through efforts of a conciliatory
committee of citizens, with Hall now employing union projectionists
mise scale.
Kingsville

at a compro-

is a 90 per cent

union

town,

it is estimated, and the circuit’s Rialto was
opened with non-union operators. Union
influence was held responsible for holding
patronage down since the opening.
A committee of local citizens, believing
the controversy detrimental to the community, tried for a settlement which was
accomplished. The union asked for 85
cents an hour, but made a settlement for
72 cents. Non-union men originally employed were allowed to continue employment at the same rate and under union
permit.

Within 30 minutes after the agreement
was reached, the Rialto which had been
showing for two weeks to almost empty
seats, was filled to near capacity by a goodnatured crowd.
Dallas

Gets

Charter

Dallas — With cooperation of the lATSE
and the Dallas Motion Picture Machine
Operators, the inspectors, shipping and
poster clerks of Dallas film exchanges met
in the Labor Temple one night recently to
form a permanent organization among
their members, which was accomplished,
according to those connected with the organization. A charter for the new union
was received and officers were elected.
Their names, however, were withheld at
this time, pending
the body.

further

functioning

of

A scale of hours and wages desired by the
union will be submitted to film company
authorities at an early date, it was said.
Meet

for

to install the new union. Allegiance to
the Alliance will be taken by the entire
bcdy following which local officers will be
elected.
Exchange

Union

Elects

Memphis, Tenn. — U. E. Crick of RKO is
the new president of the Film Exchange
Employes Local. Other officers elected
were

W. R. Skruggs of RKO, vice-president: Frank Davis of Universal, business

representative; Frank Norman of Vitagraph, secretary-treasurer; Miss Myrtle
Bell Strickland of GB, corresponding secretary and Ed Enderbitzen of Columbia,
sergeant-at-arms.

78

Reports also have it that he plans to furnish the hostelry with milk and other dairy
products from his farm near Belton, Tex,
Frank
Dallas

Benson

Tuesday

way
to Lake
cationing.

Frels-Jefferson Hearing
Reset for Oct. 4
Dallas — The

case

0/ Rubin

Jack

week

Frels

MANY

federal court the latter part
has been set for a new trial
4, it was learned Wednesday.
was in Dallas first of the

visiting the market and
ferring with his attorneys.

con-

NEW SALES
BY TEXAS SUPPLY

Dallas — Harry M. Paul, manager of
Texas Theatre Supply Co., has announced
the following sales by his company;
(’omjilete equipment to Bob Mann’s new theatre.
Alpine Tex., wliich opens about July 20, including
projectors, reflector arc lami>s, rectifiers, screen,
caipet. padding and miscellaneous supplies.
New reflector lamps to the Palace and Princess
at Weatherford.
Cooling equipment and chairs to L. V. Yates’
new theatre at Bridgeport which, it is reported,
will open about July 15.
Screens to S. G. Fry’s new theatre at Brownslioio; Ja<’k Hurst’s Ritz Theatre at Hale Center;
W. G. Chesher’s Texan
Theatre at Sudan; the
(IriliTih .'ircuit’s Brady
Theatre at Brady
and
Ted Lewis’ new colored theatre at Texarkana.
A generator to Bill Chesher’s Palace Theatre at
Littlefield.
Cooling equipment for the Griffith circuit’s new
Texan Theatre at Odessa; C. M. Cooper’s Queen
Theatre at Mart.
Ticket register to the new Limestone Theatre at
Groesbeck operated by Smith &
Dunbar.
Complete equipment for Ted Lewis’ new colored
theatre at Texarkana
including new
machines,
lamps, rectifiers, screen, carpet and lens.
A pair of late model reflector arc lamjis with
copper oxide rectifiers
Theatre at McKinney.

to

Roy

Brockman’s

Charles

Hurst

stopped

and

of Hale

New

Center

off in

on their

Orleans, va-

and

Homer

of Clarendon were among Panhandle visitors on the Row, and both took
in the Greater Texas and Pan-American
Exposition.

of Victoria against four major distributors, the Jefferson Amusement
Co. and others, in which a jury was
unable to agree after trial in Judge
Atwell’s
of Jujie,
October
Frels

of Bowie

with Mrs. Benson

Mulkey

The Jefferson Amusement Co.’s booking
office has moved into its new office at
312 */2 S. Harwood above the Robb & Rowley general offices. Final touches to the
remodeling job are expected to be completed in two weeks.
A group of big-time hunters
through Dallas Tuesday on their
Mexico, not to hunt, but just to
good spot when the season opens
fall. E. V. Richards, president
Saenger circuit. New Orleans; E. J.

passed
way to
select a
in the
of the
Sparks,

head

of the Sparks Enterprises, Jacksonville, Fla., and Fred Kent, nephew of the
Florida governor and general counsel for
Sparks, arrived in a plane Tuesday night
from Miami. They were met in Dallas by
Lon, Shell and Leon Sparks of Waco. The
first two are brothers and the last is a
nephew of E. J. Sparks. The party will
(Continued on page 80)

PROGRAMS
AND

H E R A L D S

Ritz

That

Are

DIFFERENT

Made

BRAND NEW BLOWERS

Charter

Atlanta —
Film exchange employes
representing 98 per cent of Filmrow were
to meet Friday night, June 18, at the
Hotel Ansley roof to be officially installed
as members of the lATSE Film Exchange
Employes Local 49.
Officials of the lATSE and of AFL were

Memphis

E. GRIFFITH is planning to build a
new and modern hotel in Gallup, N. M.

NEW

by the

PROCESS

— 20,000 C. F. M. —
WITH

"V" BELT

AND

— ONLY

PULLEYS

AT A PRICE YOU CAN
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—
SEND US YOUR
WE DO THE

$160 ■00 CASH
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COMPANY
P. O. BOX

NASHVILLE,

SERVING

Stebbins

333

THEATRICAL

EXHIBITORS

Theatre

1804 Wyandotte

TEXAS
PRINTING

2023 JACKSON ST.
DALLAS,
In the Heart of Film Row
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REST

CO.
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Equipment
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Republic Southern
Branches at Meeting
New

Orleans— Republic’s

first regional

convention in New Orleans June 11 brought
together 23 managers, franchise holders
and salesmen from the various districts
who discussed their problems with their
sales and other executives. The convention
opened in the Jung Hotel with the full
quota present, which included;
Atlanta — A. C. Bromberg, southeastern franchise
holder; Carl Floyd, manager; George Jones, R. B.
Wilbanks, A. E. Rook, salesmen.
Charlotte — J. H. Dillion. manager; R, H. Bradley, Jack London. Marsh Funderburk, salesmen.
Tampa — Harry Glover, manager;
H. G. Moore,
salesman.
Memphis — W.
salesman

N.

Snelson.

manager;

New
Orleans — L. V. Seicshnaydre,
A, Duffy, G. V. Harrell jr.. George
salesmen.

11 at the Jung Hotel in New Orleans. Standing in the rear can he discerned
Claude Ezell, southwestern franchise co-owner; Sam Hacker, manager of
the contract department; J. J. Milstein, vice-president in charge of sales;
B. F. Busby, Little Rock branch manager; Sol Davis, Oklahoma City branch
head. In the front, at the right, Wm. G. Underwood, co-owner with Ezell of
the southwestern franchise, and Arthur C. Bromberg, southeastern franchise
holder, are shaking hands.

Dallas — The

local National

Theatre

Sup-

ply branch announces the following sales;
R. E. Griffith, New Lyric Theatre,
Odessa, new screen; Lyric Theatre, Eastland, new screen and Peerless 10 Vi" reflector conversion units; D. J. Young,
Agnes Theatre, Corpus Christi, screen; El
Tiro Theatre, Brownsville, 10 Vi" reflector
conversion units and screen.
J.

R.

Holloman,

Corrigan

Theatre,

Corrigan,

upholstered cashier's chair; R. P. Condron, Bijou
Theatre, LaFeria, steel film cabinet; Mitchell
Lewis, Park Theatre, Houston, Texrope Drive; R.
F. Comes, Comes
Theatre, Farmersville, cashier’s
chair, carpet, padding; P. J. Swiski, El Paso, rear
shutter attachment
for projectors; L. J. Dean,
Dixie Theatre, Camp
Wood,
Ozono oxygen machine; E. E. Hegman,
Ritz Theatre, Austin, complete lighting fixtures; Stout Jackson, projectors
complete with sound, amplifier, speaker, woofer,
baffle, filter, monitor, pedestals and
2,000 ft.
magazines.
A. R. Farias, Empress Theatre, Benavides, has
drdered chairs, cooling equipment, washer, pump,
deflector, new
drive, 5 h.p. motor, carpet and
padding; L. M. Threet has ordered new
carpet,
vacuum
cleaner and attachments.

acclaim

New Benavides House
Tex. — Van

Chamberlain

and

associates, who own theatres at Freer, are
building a new theatre at Benavides. Oil
prospects in the vicinity are considered
good at this time. A. R. Farias has operated the Empress in Benavides for a number of years, and also owns quite an acreage with oil possibilities.
BOXOFFICE

manager

L. D. BROWN BUYS
INTERSTATE

of the

Triangle Poster & Printing Co., says he will
have cards, one-sheets and three-sheets on
the coming Braddock-Louis fight pictures,
which his company will sell direct to the
exhibitors. The films will be taken at
ringside Tuesday night and will be available shortly thereafter.
CALDWELL
O’Donnell,

Brownwood,

new

cooling

A SOUTHWEST
AND

owner

Interstate will do the buying and booking for Brown’s two theatres. The circuit,
however, continues to operate their big
house, the Lyric, under Lew Bray.

sys-

tem has been installed in the Rex, owned
by C. C. Caldwell.

OWNED

Tex. — L. D. Brown,

of the second-run Queen, and a former film
salesman of the old school, has taken over
management and operation of the Gem
from the Interstate circuit. Brown recently remodeled the Queen and will improve
the Gem.

INSTALLS COOLING
Tex. — A

GEM

INSTITUTION
OPERATED

BY

PEOPLE

of audiences,

two players of the Dallas, Texas, Little
Theatre (direction of Charles Meredith)
have been named to receive screen tests
offered by Metro.
They are Jeanette Graham of Palestine,
Texas, and Joseph Burger of Dallas. Their
tests will be directed by Fred Wilcox.

Benavides,

Shapiro,

SOUTHWEST

Tests for Two
Hollywood — By

Fight Film Ad Paper
Dallas — Bernie

Miller,

manager; J.
C. Nungaser,

Dallas — W. G. Underwood,
franchise holder; C
O. Ezell, franchise holder; Lloyd Rust, manager;
H. H. Bissy, Grover McConnell. Roy
Starling,
salesmen.
Little Rock — B. F. Bussy, manager; Fred Lawrence, G. W. Jones, salesmen.
Oklahoma
City — Sol Davis, manager; F. R. Morgan, G. A. Alt. Eddie Greggs, salesmen.
New
York home
office — J. J. Milstein. general
salesmanager; H. H. Everett, southern district
manager; Sam Hacker, contract department, Cincinnati. Seicshnaydre was host to the convention.

A shot of the Republic forces attending the southern sales convention June

NATIONAL ANNOUNCES
VARIED TEXAS DEALS

Lloyd
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Keep

Home

Money

at Home

Texas Theatre Supply Co.
DALLAS

Large Stocks — Quality Merchandise — Prices Rite
See Us or Call Today
H. S. SORENSON
WELDON
HARRY M. PAUL

GIRARD
79

FRED BEARDEN UPPED
BY PALMETTO AMUSE.
J^RS. MARY
WELKER,
whose husband
V. D. (Buddy) Welker is manager at
the Uptown Theatre, has returned from a
rest cure to a San Angelo sanitarium
where she has spent some time. Her many
friends here are glad that she is back, well
and strong once more.
Mrs. Madeline O’Donnell and little
daughter have returned to New York for
the summer.
Raymond B. Willie of the Interstate offices at Dallas was in town recently calling upon William
city manager here.
Manager

Johnny

O’Donnell,
Floore

Interstate

of the Texas

is

Greenwood, S. C. — Fred Bearden, manager of the Abbeville Opera House in Abbeville, has taken over the duties of city manager of Greenwood and will have charge
of the State and Carolina theatres.
Bearden has been with the Palmetto
Amusement Co. for some time, having
operated in Spartanburg, High Point, Durham, Salisbury and recently Abbeville.

Start Gallatin House
Gallatin, Tenn. — Work has begun on
the theatre to be erected here by the Crescent Amusement Co. It is expected to be
completed by the last of the year for a
holiday

opening. It will have
cilities to accommodate 1,000.

the proud possessor of an Interstate-Paramount Appreciation Contest certificate
which he has won and has framed in his

'Continued
Wildenstein

manager

jr., whose

daddy

is

of the Municipal Auditorium, graduated from Brackenridge High School

last week
torium.

with

exercises

Lillian Mumme,

held in the audi-

secretary

of the Aztec

and

Texas theatres, and Mrs. Dolly Wildenstein, cashier at the Texas, are enjoying
well-earned vacations.
The

San

Antonio

Federal

Theatre

pro-

ject, employing 75 persons, will be discontinued at the end of June, it was announced to the press last week by H. P.
Drought, Texas
trator here.

Works

Progress

Adminis-

BROS. REPORT
COOLING SALES

Dallas— The Herber Bros., distributors of
theatre supplies and cooling equipment,
announce the following sales;

A complete washed air equipment including washer, blower and pump to the
new Corrigan Theatre at Corrigan, under
construction by J. R. Holloman and J. F.
Holloman.

from

San

W. G. Underwood was
this week on business.

78)

in San

Antoiiio

national convention to be held June
in Colorado Springs.

Producers of independent pictures for
the states rights market are wending their
way into Dallas this week. Among them
Wednesday were Feini Kimball, presideiit
of General Films, which is making six westerns and eight others this year, and Edthe Tom

Keene’s.

Petroleum

A fan to the Imperial
Blower and Tex-Rope
Dry Goods Co. at Knox

New
Texan

W.

McNatt’s
Co.

drives to Malouf
City.

reflector arc lamps to L. M. Threet’s
Theatre at Lufkin.

BOB

HART

80

-

past few months.
Bob

Mochrie, head of the southern territory, came in for much deserved praise
for turning in the highest score in the
Schaefer sales drive, for which he received
a radio bar. Bob in turn then turned
around and planted a nice bouquet on R.
M. Emenheiser , J. L. Weiner and J. C. Simmons of Atlanta for their help.
J. Prank

Shea

of Dallas was

His figures didn’t take
deep impression.

a newcomer.

long in leaving

kept

repeating

was:

“Not

hot

pens

and

blotters.

Shift Webster McCall
Talco, Tex. — Webster McCall, manager
of the Strand since last August, has been
transferred by Jefferson Amusement Co.
to Longview as manager of one of that circuit’s theatres there. N. D. Karl, who has
been employed by Jefferson in Longview
and

Overton,
ceed McCall.

has shifted

to Talco

to suc-

operate a theatre. The structure will include a drug store and medical clinic. The
younger Holloman is in the automobile
business and the father engaged in the east
Texas lumber industry. They were in

light.
Automatically smart theatre
operators think of King when
they
want remodeling and
decorating.

Dallas
ment.

a

Victor

few

days

ago

purchasing

equipKing

Fry,

student

of

J. I. Roberts,

manager

Tyler

Hi, and

of National

tre Supply Co., has employed
chall as salesman and Lane

does

the job right.

Satisfied customers
endorsement.

PLANS FREE
ON

REMODELING

KING

Thea-

L. B. GottsAnderson as

SCENIC
—

S. (Lew) Waid, former house manager for Interstate, has been employed by
the Triangle Poster & Printing Co., located
on Filmrow.

COOLING
BUFFALO

ENGINEERING

best

Strand Theatre, Jefferson, Tex.
Rialto Theatre, Brownfield,
Tex.

W.

315 S. HARWOOD

our

Just completed.

shipping clerk to fill recent vacancies at
that office. Gottschall is an experienced
engineer, it was said.

DUrrALO

a

R. M. Boovy and W. P. Loewe of Charenough.”
lotte evidently expected to run into some
southern exhibitors on vacation in New
York. They both had large supplies of

Since

JOBS

CO.
1910 —

3121/2 S. Harwood

DALLAS

SHIFTED

Atlanta — Bob Hart, assistant manager
of Loew’s State, Houston, has been transferred to the circuit’s Grand, here. Bob
Frazier, former chief of service at the
State, replaces Hart.

14

Automatically you turn to an
Electric switch when you want

who operates an exclusive men’s and boys’
furnishing store in Tyler. The second is
Robert, a student at Georgia Tech.

motor to W.
h. p.
A 1V2Theatr
e at Naples.
Naples

JUNE

J. R. Holloman and his father, J. F.
Holloman, are constructing a new building
in Corrigan, in part of which they will

two speed motor, Tex-Rope
pump to M. T. Dodd’s new
Theatre at Malakoff.

blower,

MEET

Jay Schrader, Charlotte’s new manager,
was justly proud of some mighty rough
spots he managed to flatten out during the

25-26

Tex-Rope drives and deflectors to the
Texan at Wichita Falls, operated by V. E.
Hamm.

A

UA's

into

third son of the well-known S. G. Fry of
Tyler, who operates there and in Graiid
Saline, Wills Point, Van and with a new
show about ready in Brownsboro, was a
Filmrow visitor for the first time with his
father. The oldest of the Fry boys is Segle

drives and
Community

AT

All they

Antonio

C. C. Ezell left Wednesday for Denver
to make arrangements for a Bank Night

Ims

-

ASIDES

The New York weather was a constant
source of anyioyance to G. R. Frank, Milt
Bureau and Floyd Murphy of New Orleans.

page

go in automobiles from
the interior of Mexico.

ward Derr, who

BERBER
NEW

fa-

DALLAS

office.
Jean

seating

SOUTHERN

CCLIPMENT
INC.

DALLAS,

TEXAS

BOXOFFICE
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CO.,

TERRITORY

TOPICS

ALABAMA
Bridgeport— Cecil

Word

who recently purchased a building site
here, has announced that he will erect a
modern motion picture show which he will
operate.
announces

the Rex Theatre will present shows once a
week.
Sylacauga — The Ritz Theatre, according to Manager Harris Humphries, is now
installing flood lights on the front of the
building.
j j^
FLORIDA
Gainesville

— Mirrophonic

sound

who

entered

the Edison

Theatre here by climbing through a skylight got away with 72 theatre tickets, two
fountain pens, $2.10 in cash and $400 worth
of postage stamps.
St. Petersburg — The

9th Street Theatre

has closed for the summer
GEORGIA

season.

Quitman — Announcement

has been made

interior of the Ilex Theatre will be completely redecorated. There will be no interruptions ofprograms.
ViENNA—Extensive remodeling is in progress on the Vienna Theatre, according to
manager W. E. Griffin, who states that the
cost will exceed $15,000.
LOUISIANA
Franklinxon— The

Strand

Theatre

Bldg,

has been completely renovated, and a large
ventilating system installed, according to
Manager Saxon.
PoNCHATOLUA — A new lighting system has
been installed in the Ideal Theatre here.
WiNNFiELD — The Bailey Theatre, closed
June 1 for complete renovation, will open
some time in the near future as the “Palace,” according to announcement made
this week by the new manager, A. M. Vickers. The Bailey was recently acquired by
the C. & C. Enterprises, an amusement
company with headquarters in Shreveport.
NORTH CAROLINA
Burgaw — Senator

Roy

Tov/e,

Dallas — The

injunction

Your roving reporter did all of his roving in Miami last week so here is the
"inside" on that town.

suit of the

United States vs. the Interstate circuit and major distributors to dissolve a minimum price agreement
for subsequent runs in Texas key
cities still remains set on the docket

WEISS, Olympia manager, seeing that
his chief, W. R. Lynch, city manager
for Paramount, was in a prominent spot
before the camera during the filming of
scenes for the motion picture production,
“Greater Miami of 1937” . . . Jonas Perlberg rushing up Flagler St. at four in the
afternoon: just remembered that he forgot
to eat lunch. “Perly” is a busy man these
days with the “Gatecrasher” going on the
air.

in Judge Atwell’s federal court for
June 30. Whether or not the government would seek to have the case
moved up or delayed until the fall
term remained undetermined Wednesday.

has

been installed in the Florida Theatre here,
according to announcement made by Ed
Roberts, manager.
Miami— Burglars

for June 30

of Scottsboro,

Eufaula— M. G. Lee, manager,

MIAMI

U. S. vs. Interstate Set

exhibitor

MARTIN-RAY CHAIN
BUYS IN EVERGREEN
Evergreen,

Ala. —

Announcement

has

been made by W. E. and Haywood Hanna
of the sale of the Evergreen Theatre, local
motion picture house, to the Martin-Ray
ci
rcuit.
The purchase price was not made public.
It is understood that the house will be
closed as the Martin interests are already
operating the Pix Theatre here, which is
one of the largest and finest theatres in
south Alabama.

JAMES ROBERTS NEW
AUBURN TIGER CHIEF
Auburn,

Ala. — James

R. “Jimmie”

Rob-

erts, assistant manager of the Tiger Theatre for the past two years, has been pi’Omoted to the position of manager, replacing Forman A. Rogers, according to
R. M. Kennedy, district manager for Wilby
Theatres.
A former student of Auburn, Roberts
came to the college city two years ago
from Anniston, his home town, to take the
position of assistant manager of the Tiger.
Prior to that he was connected with the
Ritz Theatre in Anniston for two years.

who operates in Elizabethtown and Bethel,
recently opened his new house in Burgaw.
Carthage — Installation

of a new

system has been completed
Theatre here.
Louisburg — The

cooling

in the Benner

Louisburg

Theatre

is in-

stalling an enlarged ventilating system.
N. WiLKESBORO — The

new

atre has installed a new

Orpheum

The-

air-conditioning

plant.
Tabor

City — J. H. Anderson,

manager

Columbia — A

contract

has

been

of the Princess

Cookeville — The

Strand

let for

Theatre

Theatre,

after

complete remodeling and redecorating, has
been reopened to the public at 10 cents admission.
Memphis- — -A June

opening

is scheduled

for the Crittendon Theatre at W. Memphis.
The theatre will have a seating capacity
of 700 and will cost about $40,000.
BOXOFFICE

to Build

Ga. — J. B.

Hardy

and

W.

A.

Odum, owners and operators of the Ritz
and Five Points theatres, have announced
that they will erect at an early date a
larger and more modern building for the
Five Points Theatre.

Walter Toemmes of the Ritz, a new Boxoffice subscriber . . . Herman Silverman
packing them in at the Harlem, even
though it is summer . . . Doc Koch, Columbia salesman in Florida, buzzing around
from one theatre to the other ... A. A.
Patrick of the Ace, Cocoanut Grove, turned
out to be quite a fisherman in the last
few months . . . Everyone welcoming the
return of Mitchell Wolfson, one of the
Wometco circuit heads, from the north
where he underwent an appendicitis operation.
Karl Keyser, manager, announces the
closing of the Lyric for the smnmer months
. . . Carl Mott of the Flagler winning the
first golf meet sponsored by W. R. Lynch
at the Miami Country Club . . . W. W.
Waldron in the Paramount office gettmg
his bookings for the Tivoli; Waldron jr.
a very busy man at the Seventh Ave. . . .
Gus Grist, city manager for Paramount in
Miami Beach for the past few years, resigns to accept a position with Wilby Kincey in North Carolina . . . Frank Myers,
manager of Dixie Amusement in West Palm
Beach, announces the purchase of the
Dixie Theatre, including the seven-story
building, by his firm.
Paramount Chief Lynch announces vacations, with pay, for all managers . . .
Dan Boone of the Gables, Coral Gables,
preparing to leave for New York on his
honeymoon June 20. — C. O. JEFFERY.

of

the Ritz Theatre, has completed the installation of new sound equipment.
TENNESSEE
the completion
here.

Hardy, Odum
Thomaston,

Joe Abercrombie standing out in front
of the Rex wondering if the dismantling
of the Halcyon Hotel across the way is
going to run all the rats to his side of the
street . . . John Cunningham busy operating his Edison Theatre in the Little River
section . . . Sonny Shepherd, skipper of
the Lincoln, Miami Beach, resting up for
world premieres this winter.

SPECIAL

SOMETHING

NEW

Write for Prices and Particulars on

Changeable Letter
Attraction Signs

ADVERTISING

BRADDOCK
- LOUIS
FIGHT PICTURES
CARDS, ONE
AND THREE
Order

The Queen Feature Ser¥iee, Inc.
Quality Theatre Equipment & Supplies
1912% MoFrKs Avenue
Phone S-8665

Birmingham,

Alabama

SHEETS
SHEETS

Direct

TRIANGLE POSTER AND
PRINTING CO.
l<j;S Walt<»n St.
ATLANTA

2029

.Jackson
DALLAS

St.
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OKIILA. ClinrY
MEETING of
employes union
18. The local No.
the return of their
procedure.

the local film exchange
was scheduled for June
59-B is now waiting for
contracts before further

Among the out-of-toion exhibitors this
vjeek: Art Leatherman, Norman; Allen
Tarkington, Warner; Crawford Spearman,
Edmond; John Terry, Wewoka; C. E. Allison, Rush Spri7igs.
Bill Howell of the Howell Theatre Supply Co. was out in the southeastern part
of the state installing cooling systems.
Jack Curry, Paramount salesman for
western Oklahoma, reports that he has
lost 40 pounds from his recent illness and
feels all pepped up.
Tom Kelley, booker for A. & M. and Allied film exchanges, made a flying night
trip for business in the territory.
K. Lee Williams, general skipper of the
film exchange hearing his name, will leave
this week for a six-week vacation trip with
his two charming daughters. They will
visit Louisiaiia and northern Minnesota.
Harry McKenna, special roadshow man
for K. Lee Williams, is touring Missouri
and Kansas.
William Noble, your regular reporter, reports from his hospital bed that he is getting better.

THOMSON WILL OPEN
SAG UNIT IN NEW YORK
New

York

York — Screen

Actors’ Guild

union-

ization moves were transferred to New
this week with the arrival of Ken-

neth Thomson, the Guild’s executive secretary. to open a branch office here. The
local office will supervise the employment
of talent by eastern studios as provided by
the basic agreement negotiated with Hollywood producers.
Educational, Vitaphone and Paramount
are among those affected here. Actors’
Equity Assn., affiliate of the screen actors’
group, has temporarily been supplying contract forms to eastern producers since
adoption of the Guild contract.
Thomson said he would confer with
Prank Gillmore, president of Equity, before making any moves and planned to
stay here until early next week or longer.

Monogram

Georgiana,

nine-weeks sales drive was reached in the
first five weeks, according to Edward
Golden, general sales manager. Des Moines
retains first place in the standing of
branches, but Denver has moved up to
second place and Kansas City is now third.
Other branches advancing in line are Los
Angeles. Philadelphia, Washington, Portland, St. Louis, Minneapolis, New Orleans.

Ala. — D. L. Cowart

has

sold

the Grand Theatre to the Peoples Theatres
of Alabama, Inc. This firm operates motion picture theatres in Alabama and Georgia and is owned by Fred McClendon and
Walter Brackin, Union Springs, Alabama.
F. L. Griffin, who will manage the theatre temporarily, announces that plans are
under way for remodeling and rebuilding.

NEWSON IS SHIFTED
TO KNOXVILLE POST
Johnson

City,

Tenn. — H.

H.

Newson,

manager of the Tennessee Theatre, has
been transferred to Knoxville as manager
of the Riviera Theatre.
Julien Welsh of Selma, Alabama, will
succeed him as manager of the Tennessee.
The Riviera is Knoxville’s second largest
theatre, according to R. C. Butler, city
manager of the Johnson City Enterprises.

F. A. ROGERS INTO
MONTGOMERY
Auburn,

Ala. — ^F. A. Rogers,

FIRM
well-known

manager of the Tiger Theatre in Auburn,
has resigned his position with the Wilby
Theatres to enter business in Montgomery.
Rogers goes to Montgomery to fill an
important position with the Merchants
Finance Co., a firm which he organized,
and to engage in real estate and insurance
business.

CONSOLIDATED TAKES
OVER TWO THEATRES
Dallas — News

reached

here Tuesday

that

Consolidated Theatres Inc., subsidiary of
Griffith Amusement Co., with headquarters in Oklahoma City, has completed its
deal with L. E. Brewer, taking over the
Royal and Folly theatres in Pauls Valley.
Dudley Tucker operates a third theatre
there, the Sun.
LEON

ROBERTSON

Kansas

City — Fox

Midwest

for "Credits" his

Angeles — Because

trick

film horse Zane was “not given"
proper screen credits in a film, his
ow7ier, Tracy Lane, is suing Republic
Studios for $25,000.
Lay7ie
Zane for
because
credits.”
were not

^^ORK
of laying
the West
floorsMemphis,
at the New
Crittenden
Theatre,
has
been started The brick work, wiring and
roofing have been completed. Plans have
been made for the formal opening of the
new house on July 15.
Loris Stanton, formerly of Fort Smith,
has been 7iamed assistant manager of the
Paramount Theatre at Helena.
The Paramount Theatre, Texarkana, has
installed a new air conditioning plant.
New cooling equipment that will double
the capacity of the system now in use will
be installed in the Joie Theatre at Fort
Smith an7iounces Manager Ollie Brownlee.
Through a tieup effected with the merchants of Corning, Ark., the Ward Theatre
here will distribute 25 gifts to patrons every
evening for an entire week.
The new Rex Theatre, under construc19. tion at Sheridan, is expected to open June
June 25 has been
opening date of the
tre being completed
ing to Harry Vise,
Malco interests.

claims he let the studio use
the “nominal sum” of $200,
he was promised “screen
Terms of the arrangement
carried out, Layne alleges.

picked as the tentative
new Bob Burns Theain Van Buren, accordmanager of the local

W. D. Mitchell, manager, is remodeling
the lobby of the Gem Theatre at Dumas.

TWO

MORE

NEW

UNITS

DUE York
FOR
NAT'L SCREEN
— The nationwide expansion

New

of National Screen Service, designed to
give a more complete local service on
trailers and accessories, will be augmented
with the opening June 25 of a St. Louis
office with Percy Barr in charge, and on
June 28 of a Philadelphia branch with
Stanley Goldberg at the helm.
Other branches will be opened in Washington, Charlotte, Cleveland, Pittsburgh,
Buffalo, Denver, Cincinnati and San Francisco, according to George Dembow, NSS
executive.

Hundred Percenters

Theatres

Film Horse, Zane, Sues
Los

ILIITTLIE ROCK

PROMOTED

have upped Leon Robertson to assistant
general managership of several theatres
in Springfield, Mo.

Nears Quota

New York — More than half the $1,500,000 quota set by Monogram in its current

82

ALABAMA CHAIN BUYS
GRAND AT GEORGIANA

New

York — Gold

watches

and

member-

ship in Paramount’s 100 Per Cent Club
were awarded last week to the following
salesmen for having topped their allotted
sales quotas this past year: E. M. Adams,
Charlotte; H. Davidson, Washington; G.
Elmo, Pittsburgh; J. F. Gubbins, Boston;
Irving Lesser, New York; J. C. Rodman,
Cincinnati; C. H. Weaver, Dallas; J. S.
Young, New Orleans; F. R. Anderson and
S. Carr, Minneapolis; C. J. Duer, Denver;
M. Segal, Seattle; W. A. Wander, St. Louis;
H. Wirthwein, Chicago; J. H. Young, Kansas City, and H. L. Pfaf, Toronto.
NEW
Detroit — A

CARTOON
series

SERIES

of cartoon

subjects

made by Jam Handy, local commercial
film firm, will be distributed in Monogram
exchanges nationally.
BOXOFFICE

:: June

19, 1937.

SELLS

AND

BUYS

EQUIPMENT,

Classified Ads
GENERAL

THEATRES,

lOc Per Word,

Payable

SOUND

$19.50 up; Magic-Aire Vacuum Cleaners,
’ $49.50; Automatic Curtain Control, $58.50;
G. E. Motors, $9.95; Gyro-Stabilizer Soundheads, specially priced. Get our new Catalog. S.O.S., 636-BX Eleventh Ave., New
York.
6-19
SEATS

LAST

[: spring seats, $1,651/2. Mayer Silverman,
' 1010 Forbes St., Pittsburgh, Pa.
6-26

( YOUR

BARGAINS!

VALUE

Reconditioned

DOLLARS.

I Equipment.

REAL

FOR

Theatre

Chairs. Simplex Projectors.

Strong, Peerless, Brenkert, Super Morelite
Low Intensity Lamphouses. Motor Generators. Forest Rectifiers. General Electric
Mazda Lamphouses and General Electric
Transformers. Ticket Registers and all
Projection Room Accessories. TELL US
YOUR
New

NEEDS. Trades accepted. Amusement Supply Co., Inc., 341 W. 44th St.,
York City.
7-3

IFORREAL Y BRIL IANT SOUND, INNEW

COOLING

SPECIAL DIVIDEND VALUES TO
ATRE OWNERS. Our big Clearance

THEEvent

is on now! Savings 20 to 50% on Projectors, Sound Equipment, Chairs, Screens, Air
Conditioners, Accessories. Supplies, etc.
Send

today for Bargain Catalog. Consolidated Theatre Supply Corp., 1600-C Broadway, New York.
tf (b4-3)

SIMPLEX

PROJECTORS

and

et Machines and Choppers — Screens —
Lenses — Parts for All Machines. ASK US.
We

have what you need. Midwest Theatre Supply Co., 1223 So. Wabash Ave.,

Chicago.

THEATRE
BOXOFFICE

GOT

WORN

LOOK?

Lamphouses, Projectors, Rectifiers — everything for theatres. Used Amplifiers, $19.50
up. Soundheads, $15.00 up. Free Catalog.
S.O.S., 636-BW Eleventh Ave., New York.
6-12

CHAIRS,
VENEER AND UPHOLSTERED
REFINISHED, reconditioned, 15,000 from
75c up. Chair Bulletin 15L Free. S.O.S.,
6-19
636-BX Eleventh Ave., New York.

(WAREHOUSE CLEARANCE ALL TYPES
:: June

Request*
FOR

SALE

FOR SALE — Two modern theatres, 20
miles apart, completely equipped, operating

7 days. Near producing
east Texas.

Other

$500 cash to handle
terms.

B-844,

St., Kansas

oil field, central

business

compels

sale.

both. Balance, easy

Boxoffice,

4704

East

Ninth

City, Mo.

6-19

$100 CASH BUYS 250-SEAT theatre fully
equipped near Flint, Mich. First here, first
served. Write Box 82, Berrien Springs,

VENTILATING

Write for prices. Southern Air Conditioning Corp., 101 Walton, Atlanta, Ga. b2-27
NOW
DO SOMETHING
ABOUT
THE
WEATHER.
S.O.S. BLOWERS,
complete
with pulleys and belts, $59.90. Special Air

Mich.

ROTO-MIST ATOMIZING SPRAY NOZZLES— Involute rotary jet, non-clogging.
Work at low pressure, $1.50 value. 50 or

6-19

WILL SELL 1/2 or all of theatre at Lott,
Tex. An established profitable business.
Equipped with $4,000 worth of latest equipment. Just discovered new oil field one
6-26
mile from Lott. D. F. Luckie, Goliad, Tex.

Washer Combinations, $495.00 up. Corozone Ionizers, $7.95 up. Free Air Conditioning Bulletin. Get yours. S.O.S., 636BX Eleventh Ave., New York.
6-19

THEATRES

WANTED

WANT
TO
RENT— Small theatre in
southeast. B-845, Boxoffice, 4704 East
Ninth St., Kansas City, Mo.
6-19

more, 65c, less 67c each. S.O.S., 636-AX
Eleventh Ave., New York.
7-3

POSITIONS
USED

EQUIPMENT

I WANT

COME
TO US FOR
BARGAINS
IN
USED EQUIPMENT.
STANDARD
MAKES
GIANT Exponential Horn Units, $5.00 up.
Amplifiers, Operadio, Webster, Radiart,
Mellaphone, RCA, $19.50 up. Soundheads
for Simplex, Powers, $15.00 up. S.O.S., 636BX Eleventh Ave,, New York.
6-19
COMPLETE
good

EQUIPMENT;

Mazda

lamps,

sound, chairs, booth. Powers projectors, etc., $600 cash. H. B. Early, 704 Clinton, Kalamazoo, Mich.
6-19

EQUIPMENT

WANTED

BEST
HEADS,

PRICES
FOR
RCA
SOUNDSIMPLEX, POWERS
PROJECTORS, ARC LAMPS, Rectifiers, Generators, Lenses, all equipment. Send list to
B-846, Boxoffice, 4704 East Ninth St.,
Kansas City, Mo.
6-19

HERE

MAYBE
IT’S WORN
EQUIPMENT.
GET
OUR
PRICE
on finest reconditioned

BOXOFFICE

on

MAYBE

YOU

WANTED

A JOB

NEED

ME!

....
For two years

I did the “impossible” by successfully operating a theatre which all film and show
men

said couldn’t

be done.

Sold to circuit

opposition who couldn’t see it before. If
your house (or houses) needs new life, new
ideas, bigger grosses and lower overhead,
I can do it and guarantee results. Have
twenty years’ practical experience in big
theatres and little ones — from booth to
front office; 4 years buyer and booker for
Publix deluxe houses; 5 years as general
manager circuit of eighteen houses; I
know every angle of efficient operation.
Am looking for dependable connection with
independent circuit or individual
sults count and politics do not.
build a home and a future.

where reI want to
Minimum

salary $60.00 and percentage on a 3-year
contract. Address B-843, Boxoffice, 4704
E. 9th St., Kansas

City, Mo.

6-12

tf (b3-13)

CHAIRS
THAT

AND

Peach7-17

Parts—

Lamphouses — Chairs — Sound Equipment
and Parts — Generators — Rectifiers — Tick-

Display Rates

THEATRES

BARGAINS — Reconditioning Arctic NuAIR blowers, noiseless drives, air washers.

EQUIPMENT

VOLSTALL NEW S.O.S. AUDIO-MATIC
UME CONTROL Amplifiers, with RCA
metal tubes. 40 exclusive features, 60 models, from $39.50. Details Free. S.O.S. , 6366-19
BX Eleventh Ave., New York.

SI. 00.

EQUIPMENT

W. Jackson Blvd., Chicago; 430 W.
tree St., N. W., Atlanta.

FOREVER—

front row upholstered and replacements for veneers. Sample $1.60; 100 lots
$1.35 & $1.40. 1300 chairs panel back box

Minimum

COMPLETE
line of Lafayette FacsimiliTone theatre sound systems, theatre accessories and amplifying equipment. Send
for free descriptive theatre bulletin No.
T 26-T, 100 Sixth Ave., New York; 901

Replace

NO

in Advance.

EQUIPMENT

JUST
ADDED
TO
OUR
ALL-STAR
STOCK.
REWIND
BOOTH
TABLES,

LIFETIME

(^Uatina 4jou6e

SERVICES

19, 1937.

IS YOUR

HANDY

ORDER'*

BOXOFFICE,
4704 East Ninth St.,
(Send Cash
Kansas City, Mo.
Kindly insert the following ad
HOUSE'' section, running through ALL

With Order) j
seven

BLANK

I 10c a word
J ^ insertions
price of 3

times in your "CLEARING
sectional editions of BOXOFFICE:

Blind ads — 10c extra to cover cost of postage.
(Don't forget to count words in name

and address that is to appear in the ad.)

‘Address copy to BOXOFFICE,
Forms close Monday noon

4704 E. Ninth St., Kansas City,
preceding publication date.

Mo.

OXOFFICE

JEAN ARTHUR
and

EDWARD

EASY

ARNOLD

LIVING

with RAY MILLAND
A Paramount Picture *
Directed by
Mitchell Leisen * Screen play by Preston
Sturges * Based on a story by Vera Caspary

IT’S FUN TO
BLOW BUBBLES!
—but when they talk about NEXT year
ask ’em "WHAT ABOUT NOW!"
M-G'M’s

Summer

Plan, releasing Millions of Dollars of Giant Pictures for

your hot'Weather screen, is the Talk of the Industry! “Day at the Races”
is off to a flying start! “Captains Courageous” “Broadway Melody of 1938”
“Parnell” “Good Earth” “Emperor’s Candlesticks” are just a few of M-G-M’s
Big Ones during June, July and August. The public doesn’t care about
“Seasons”. They only know one thing. Faith in M^G'M all year Wound!

BDXDFFICE
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The
In

several

common
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to have

result, namely,

costs and

improved

entitle producers

been

that increased

pictures

film rentals. Exhibi-

mounted;

to which

but the quality point is something

they will give stronger

which they will contend
ture by picture.
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BY
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and

by which

on

making

!\'odern Theatre Editor

is

the buyer

can be determined.

in production;

a profit

distributors

a profit on their sales; exhibitors

a profit through

All along

fast rule

the line lies an
tries to buy

in

the exhibition of pictures.
element

of risk. The

seller tries to sell to his best advantage;

likewise

to his best advantage.

GALLAGHER

irector of Advertising
iPublicatlon
0.

for pictures

are interested in making

their investments

JESSE SHLYEN
; Managing Editor
. J. HARRY TOLER

|ist 9th

itself, pic-

there is no hard and

their exact value

in making

(■j Associate Editor

pays

and

his own business. Even though attempts have been made to grade pictures, before

Producers

Editor

has to prove

exhibitor

after making,
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an

argument
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But, unlike dealing in more tangible commodities, there is no assurance in advance that a
certain profit will come
There

from

each

is no set "list" price and

no set "dealer's

scheme

of things is based

on "guess"

or, for a

better term, let us say "chance."
From

high places

tribution have come

in production

suggestions

and

dis-

as to how

ex-

hibitors may pay higher rentals to offset mounting production costs. One suggestion calls for a

alton St.; SAN
PRANSCO: Golden Gate Bldg.

general

3 Per Copy. Per Year $2,
j
Foreign $5
itered as Second Class
liter at the Postoffice at
insas City, Mo., under
t of March 3, 1879.

increase

in admission

prices; the other

for increased running time of the better attractions. Ifplayed on percentage, the distributor
stands to gain from either the increased admission charge or the increased booking time. The
exhibitor gains, if in either instance

or in the

S E C T IO N A L

E D IT I O N S

combination of both there remains a larger surplus than under former terms and conditions.
During

the past

10 months

one

leading

company booked nearly 3,500 extended engagements of its pictures in the United States and Canada. Approximately one-fourth
two- week runs. The rest varied

of these were
from one extra

day to 1 1 weeks, the number beyond the twoweek point being very small. In that report there
is indicated

a

lies in each

playing

trend, the significance
engagement.

of which

Incidentally

there were 135 "moveover" runs, a policy born
within the past year to which there has been
strong objection

by subsequent

Reasonably
run engagements

extended

run houses.

playing

time in first

can serve to build up an extra

value in subsequent showings for pictures meriting the longer runs. But, while taking off the
cream

may

result in more

the first runs, what
both

to and

subsequent

from

distributor income

v/ill happen

the many

runs, who

thousands

already

from

to the income

are

more

of

complaining

that they are waiting too long to play the important attractions? This is a point over which
there is bound to be
exhibitor controversy.
As

transaction.

discount" in the wholesaling and retailing of motion picture films. A large part of the whole

SEVEN

Trend

production

quality of motion

to higher

held

at least one

tors may readily concede the increased cost statements, knowing that their own operating costs
have

'

"UP''

of the sales conventions

thus far there seems

IN

to increasing

considerable

distributor-

admissions,

there is no

denying that motion picture entertainment is being undersold in a great majority of situations.
The mean average of admission scales is far under normal. Even a five-cent raise all along the
line would make a marked difference. Though
it might, in some
drop

in number

instances, cause

a temporary

of tickets sold, the net result

should prove healthful.

INDEPENDENT PRODUCERS AND
EXHIRITORS IN CLOSED SHOP VISE
May Also Be Death Blow
to Low-Budget Westerns
and Action Films
New

York — Exhibitors

are

caught

in

the middle of the controversy between
some independent producers in Hollywood
and the Screen Actors Guild which demands a closed shop, as at major studios,
and the higher wage scales that go with it.
The independents protest that strict enforcement of the Guild contract would
make the cost of westerns and other lowbudget productions prohibitive. But if
the independents fail to sign the agreement, their pictures might not be shown in
theatres, Kenneth Thomson, the Guild’s
executive secretary, warned here.

daily wage

Out

Projection

Ban

He said the Guild is working out an
agreement with the lATSE whereby projectionists will not run films made under
“unfair” conditions.
Hollywood players have agreed to boycott non-Guild producers under a bylaw amendment to the closed shop agreement which terms actors working for nonsigning producers “guilty of conduct unbecoming a member of the Guild.”
Into

Eastern

Closed

Shop

Drive

With every important west coast studio
signed by the Screen Actors Guild to the
new basic minimum, or closed shop, agreement, Thomson expects to have every producer in the east, including those making
industrial and commercial films, signed up
by August 1. This means that extras and
bit players in the few active studios left
here will receive the full Hollywood wage
scale and all benefits guaranteed under the
Guild contract, according to Thomson.
Strict enforcement of the closed shop
may mean the elimination of extremely
low-budget western or action films, the 33
studios which have signed the contract
including all important producers in this
category. Among them are Adventure Serials of Calif., Boots & Saddles Pictures,
Jed Buell, C. C. Burr Prod., Condor Pictures, Conn Studios, Darmour, Inc., Jewel
Productions, Monogram, Principal Productions. Republic, Standard Pictures, Victory Pictures and Bennie F. Zeidman Productions.
“Benefit

Extras

and

Bits”

Though the closed shop provisions will
automatically apply to leading players taking part in a film produced in the east,
they will principally benefit the extras
and bit players, Thomson said.
“The wages paid by certain New York
film producers have been very low,” he
declared. “Dress extras in the east have
been paid only $10 a day, compared with

4

of $16.50 for an

The principal studios active in New York
and vicinity, aside from commercial film
producers, are Warner-Vitaphone, Educational, Paramount and Mentone, producing
for RKO and Universal. No wage scales
have been in effect in the east heretofore.
Thomson was here to open the Guild’s
eastern office this week, with Mrs. Florence
Marston, formerly with the Screen Writers’
Guild, in charge.

COLUMBIA EXPECTED
TO SET 58 FEATURES
New

Working

guarantees

eight-hour day on the west coast.”
No Previous Eastern Wage Scale

York — Columbia

Pictures

is ex-

pected to announce 58 features, the same
number as the current program, for 193738 release, at its annual sales convention
opening June 27 at the Ambassador Hotel,
Los Angeles, to be in session five days.
Included will be 16 westerns, the same
quota as this year, again featuring Charles
Starrett and Bob Allen. An innovation will
be the addition of four serials, to be made
by
dio. Louis Weiss outside the Columbia
Also expected to be announced

stu-

is a total

of 126 shorts, equal to this year’s list, including 36 two-reelers and 90 one-reelers.
More than 250 representatives of the
companys’ domestic and foreign sales forces
will get together, with the executive roster
headed by Harry Cohn, president, and Jack
Cohn, vice-president. A. Montague, general
sales manager, will preside.
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Sees Some Benefit
From Concessions
New

York — Admitting

that further nego-

tiations regarding the MPTOA ten-point
trade practice program “are at a standstill at present,” Ed Kuykendall, head of
the national exhibitor organization, contended here last week “no one can deny
that progress has been made.
“Exhibitors everywhere,” he continued,
“regardless of their affiliation, have benefited by them. MPTOA will not desert the
principles of the ten-point program and
will continue to strive for fairer trade practices in the motion picture industry.”
Other observations by Kuykendall, who
left over the weekend for his home in
Columbus, Miss., follow:
\Vo

feel

tliat

a

better

understanding

has

arisen

regarding the controversies over stars broadcasting and the use of picture script and songs on
the radio. We are still working on this through
the special radio committee of which Mr. Walter
Vincent is chairman.
Regarding the theatre divorce activities sponsored by another organization we have no faith
in this being of any benefit to anyone concerned,
but only tends to invite state and federal regulation and interference In this business.
Regarding the special graduated tax on chain
operation, this also is not only un-American
and
discriminatory but will boomerang
on its sponsors. The special tax will not put the chain theatres out of business and will only tend to make
state law making
bodies conscious of the possibilities in increased taxes for all theatres. Efforts to have enacted various kinds of spite legislation will not be productive of any good as
I can see it, to those whom
the sponsors pretend
to

represent.

To

prove

this,

you

only

have

to

check back over a few years to realize that nothing constructive has come out of it. Contrary to
popular opinion at this time, the Louisiana chain
store bill does not involve theatres. The North
Dakota theatre
ed into a law

divorcement bill which was enactin that state has a long way to

travel

the

through
tually in force.

courts,

before

it becomes

ac-

If out of this session of Congress there comes
a bill to investigate the motion picture industry,
though we do not feel it necessary to have an
investigation. MPTOA
will participate in a constructive manner in order that whatever legislation is enacted, if there be any, the real theatre
investments will have a voice in such legislation.
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No Nazi Films
New

York — The

Brandt

theatre

circuit

here has joined the anti-Nazi boycott campaign by pledging itself not to show pictures made in Germany, according to the
Joint Boycott Council of the American
Jewish Congress. J. H. Hoffberg Co. and
DuWorld Pictures Corp., distributors of
foreign films, also have pledged support,
the council announced.

Clark-Michel Re-Sign
New

York — Five-year

contracts

have

been given by 20th Century-Fox to John D.
Clark, vice-president in charge of distribution, and William C. Michel, executive
vice-president. Both contracts start in
November.
BOXOFFICE

:: June 26, 1937.

NEWS BRIEFS

Two Weeb Usual Limit
of Extended Engagements

Legal Light Retained
in Allied Chain Fight
John P. Devaney, former chief justice of
the Minnesota supreme court, is signed by
W. A. Steffes as chief counsel of the northwestern unit to further legislative campaign.

Paramount Is Preparing
North Dakota Test Suit
Action to test constitutionality of state
law abolishing affiliated theatres expected
to start about middle of July.

RKO Exhibitor Contract
Accounts Are Near Apex
Of 10,021 total possibilities, Jules Levy,
sales manager, reports the company closed
9,519 for the current season’s product; figure for 1935-36 was 8,833.

Would Force Screening
Newsreel Strike Scenes
Minnesota Farmer-Laborite introduces
house resolution to demand projection for
house members of the Paramount clips on
the Memorial Day rioting and killings at
the Republic Steel plant in Chicago.

Sales Policy Protest
Meeting Is Delayed
P. J. Wood, secretary of the ITO of
Ohio, who has called mass meeting of exhibitors in Washington to protest alleged
withholding of product by Paramount, says
affair now set for June 29 at Carlton
Hotel.

Metro Entering Cartoon
Field With Its Own Unit
Will produce “The Captain and the Kids”
series, comic supplement characters created by R. Dirks. C. G. Maxwell, formerly with Harman-Ising, will supervise.

Film Board Continuance
Up to Branch Managers
Localities can continue operation on autonomous basis but financial support on
national scale ceases after July 1, MPPDA
office in New York indicates.

No Screen Actors Guild
Rein on Star Broadcasts
Kenneth Thomson, executive secretary,
says in New York that the Guild has no
jurisdiction over radio activity.

Propaganda Campaign Is
New Fight Move by ITOA
To combat the circuits’ allegedly monopolistic practices, the ITOA in New York is
readying a propaganda campaign. Details of the program will be formulated by
a committee headed by Harry Brandt.
BOXOFFICE

: : June 26, 1937.

New

York — The

great majority

of hold-

overs at theatres in the United States
range from an extra day to two weeks,
and of these extended runs of additional
four days to one week are most frequent,
while engagements extending runs beyond
two weeks after original playdate are infrequent.
Those deductions are based on a compilation made by John D. Clark, 20th
Century-Fox distribution chief, showing
that 3,354 extended engagements were
given his company’s pictures released in
the 10 months from August 1, 1936, to
June 4, 1937, in the United States and
Canada. The holdovers ranged up to one
of 11 weeks of additional playing time.
Holdovers

Up

400 Per

Cent

There were also 1,133 holdover runs for
20th Century-Fox pictures in other countries, making a total of 4,487 holdovers for
the period, an increase of nearly 400 per
cent over the corresponding 10 months in
1935-36 when extended runs totaled 936. A
majority of the latter were two weeks or
less, said Clark.
Clark’s disclosure of an increase in number and length of extended runs since the
start of the current selling season coincides with the revival of the demand, at
major companies sales conventions, that
exhibitors extend their runs. In the past
week, George J. Schaefer, United Artists
vice-president, declared that “good pictures must be played by every theatre to a
point of exhaustion regardless of the number of films under contract,” while Adolph
Zukor, Paramount production head, predicted at that company’s convention in Los
Angeles that by fall “big” pictures will run
five or six weeks where only a year ago
they were accorded possibly two weeks and
two years ago one week.
The trend to longer runs is indicated in
the 20th Century-Fox study of bookings

"Wings of the Morning"
Is Holdover Champ
New

York — “Wings

of

the

which

shows that in 230 world-wide situations the company’s pictures ran four
weeks or more, that there were 427 threeweek engagements and 1,478 two-week runs
of which 887 were in the United States.
The trend is more marked in the United
States and Canada than abroad where in
the larger cities of England and Australia,
for example, a run of several weeks is no
novelty.
An analysis of the 20th Century-Fox
holdover figures follows:
United

States

and Canada

Length
of liun
11 weeks
10 weeks
9 weeks
8 weeks
6 weeks

No. of
Kngagenieiits
1
2
1
1
4

~y \\ eeks

t)

4 weeks
3 weeks
2 weeks
1 week
to 4 days
1 to 3 extra days
*Moveovers

11
S3
887
1,197
1,020
135

Total

3,354

Foreign
7
<)
5
4
3
2

weeks
weeks
weeks
weeks
weeks
« ecks

. .
Total

1,133

*Kngagements
in which there was
one or two days between completion
run and start of moveover.

Hold
New

41
36
29
92
344
591

Marx

a lapse of
of original

Brothers

York — “A Day

at the Races,”

now

in a second week at the Capitol here, was
held a second week in seven other key
situations. These are the Fox, Philadelphia; Midland, Kansas City; Colonial,
Reading; State, Houston; Vendome, Nashville; State, New Orleans, and the Warner, Pittsburgh, where it was transferred
from the Penn.
“Parnell,” which ran two weeks at
Capitol here, was also held over at
State and Orpheum in Boston and at
Century, Baltimore; Valentine, Toledo,
Paramount, San Francisco.

Trio Set for Two

the
the
the
and

Weeks

Morn-

ing,” made in England, rolled up the
record for 2(ith Century-Fox pictures
for the 1936-37 season by running 11
consecutive weeks in Montreal, Canada, two weeks in one theatre followed by nine in another.
“One in a Million,” the runner-up,
ran 10 weeks in Seattle and a total of
10 consecutive weeks in two different
theatres in Portland, Me.
“Lloyds of London” ran 10 weeks in
Los Angeles and a total of 10 weeks
in New York, eight of which were a
two-a-day engagement on Broadway
followed by two weeks at the Radio
City Music Hall.

New

York — Bookings

week minimum

guaranteeing

two-

runs has been given three

United Artists pictures by Radio City Music Hall here, and they may be held longer. They are “Knight Without Armor”
opening July 8; “Walter Wanger’s Vogues
of 1938,” August 12; “The Prisoner of
Zenda,” August 26.
MORE
New

TIME FOR

ENGLAND

York — Postponement

by

GB

of

its

annual sales convention here to July 9-11
was to permit the studio in England to line
up more completely its 1937-38 schedule,
the company said. The convention was
originally set for June 25.
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ALLIED DBIVING AHEAD OH PLAN
TO ODST AFFILIATED TEEATBES
Defense

Committee

Head

•

Says Majors Spurned
the Olive Branch
Chicago — Reaction

of major

but to press this program more aggressively in the states and in Congress, W. A.
of the defense comhere this week.

Al Lichtman, vice-president of Loew’s, Inc.,
in which Lichtman explained the attitude
toward Allied’s overtures
among industry heads on

the subject of the “Bill of Divorcement.”
“Metro

Not

an Offender”

Lichtman, according to Steffes, stated
that in his opinion there were no ills or
evils foisted upon independent exhibitors
by his company, and that as for Metro,
they were perfectly willing to sit down with
the independent exhibitors and try to
adjudicate any differences which may be
presented, or to set up possible permanent
machinery for the continuation of any
necessary adjustment, but that he could
not speak for any other company on the
subject

of Allied’s proposal for the elimination of producer-owned theatres.
Steffes reported that in response to his

letter addressed to H. M. 'Warner, S. R.
Kent, George J. Schaefer, Charles Rogers,
Harry Cohn, Nicholas M. Schenck, Al
Lichtman, Adolph Zukor, Leo Spitz, and
Barney Balaban, he had received a number of replies, all of which were more or
less similar to the verbal reply which Lichtman gave him at the Chicago conference
last Monday, and that Allied’s defense
committee was now definitely committed
to a program of immediate furtherance of
its divorce bills and its chain taxation
measures directed toward the organization’s
attempts to drive out the affiliated theatres wherever the passage of such bills can
be obtained.

Monogrammers

Tour

New York — Edward Golden, Monogram’s
general sales manager, is on a ten-day trip
to several of the company’s exchanges,
including Cincinnati and Dallas. W. Ray
Johnston, president of Monogram, now in
Hollywood, expects to start east early next
week and meet Golden in Kansas City on
Wednesday.

6
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FLASHES

ANYTHING
FOR A THRILL (Conn)— Aimed
at the juvenile and action market, this
Darro-Richmond

The fiery leader of Allied's Northwest
unit spent a couple of days in Chicago
whence he came to witness the BraddockLouis heavyweight championship battle
last Tuesday night, and while here reported
the result of a conference in Chicago with

of his company
for a conference

Industrij Accepts
New Labor Concept

discributors

to Allied’s invitation to conduct a roundtable conference on the organization’s legislative program leaves Allied no alternative

(Al) Steffes, chairman
mittee, told Boxoffice

REVIEW

Produced

in

feature

the

hits

the

bullseye.

matinee-thriller

groove,

there is plenty of excitement and a few
laughs. Frankie Darro, Kane Richmond,
Ann Evers.

ARMORED

CAR

(Univ) — Geared

to the

rou-

tine action formula, this is competently acted and directed and will suffice as the
melodramatic
Robert

BORN

half

Wilcox,

of a

Judith

balanced

Barrett,

will

satisfactorily

youngsters and action
Hudson, Brian Donlevy.

SINCE

panacea
makes

EVE

entertain

the

burglar.
this

of slapHughes.

(UA)— The

melo-

dramatic tale of a reckless “human fly"
Adventure-loving fans will label

"good entertainment."
banks jr., Valerie Hobson.

western fans. Gene
son, Smiley Burnette.

Douglas

Autry,

Theatre

that will be

Fair-

YODELIN' KID FROM
PINE RIDGE (Rep)— A
bang-up outdoor film played against the
novel background of the Georgia mountain regions, this film should find favor
with

the result that all the exchange unions and theatre unions are AFL affiliates.

ing picture:
Agreements have been reached or are
being debated in all major exchanges in
the 31 centers.

a picture

THIEF

and
with

of distribution. However, the advantage held by the AFL in being the representative union in the production center
in the exhibition field gave it the edge

boxoffice

FRIEND (Rep)— Balanced and
film fare. It boasts a trio of

MEETS

sphere

potent

tuneful songs and generous doses
stick comedy. David Carlyle, Carol

THIEF

In the earlier period of feverish organization following the supreme court approval of the Wagner Labor Act in April,
both the CIO and the AFL entered the

A survey of the status of recent labor activities in the industry presents the follow-

welcomed by exhibitor and patron alike.
Marion Davies, Robert Montgomery, Frank
McHugh, Patsy Kelly.

WHEN

Betty

Bron-

COMPLETE REVIEWS on the above
pictures will appear in an early issue
of BOXOFFICE.

Theatre

OPENER

Los Angeles — The new Monogram’s initial release, “The Thirteenth Man,” opened
day.the Los Angeles Theatre here Wednesat

Staffs

staffs

are

Organizing
organized

in Pitts-

burgh, Boston, Providence, St. Louis, Chicago, Kansas City, Wilmington, Fond du
Lac, Wis.; Hammond, Ind.; New Haven,
Madison, Wis.; Hartford, Portland, Me.,
Philadelphia and Rochester, N. Y.
Film

technicians

of ten film laboratories,

represented by Film Technicians Independent Union, have filed complaints against
the laboratories with the National Labor
tion.
Relations Board, to bring about recogniKenneth

Thomson,

executive

secretary

of the Screen Actors’ Guild, has established
a branch office of the Hollywood organization in New York for the purpose of enforcing closed shop provisions in eastern
studios. Deadline for adoption of the policy
agreed upon in the basic pact signed in
Hollywood recently is August 1. The Guild
is negotiating with the lATSE to have projectionists refuse to screen pictures in
which Guild members do not appear.
In Hollywood
Federated
as the

MONOGRAM'S

IN THE Saddle

Rochelle

with plenty of laughs, swell performances and rare directorial ability

MEET THE BOY
entertaining

AFL

addicts.

(FN)— A

of this formula

industry-labor relationships by their recognition of employe organizations. Close after follow the theatres with their recognition of unions.

Pichel.

RECKLESS
(20th-Fox)— Another racketeer action melodrama — based on a taxi

war — this

EVER

program.

Irving

In line with recognition of collective bargaining as an expressed desire of the American public, the various exchanges throughout the country are aiding that phase of

Motion

remaining

Picture

Crafts

trio of member

folds
crafts

bargain separately with the studios for recognition.
Public hearings are possible to determine
whether Screen Writers Guild or the
Screen Playwrights, Inc., shall represent
the motion picture scenarists.
BOXOFFICE
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GREAT

RECORD

RUT WE'RE
We

could

yesterday
have

stand
doesn’t

on

count.

not yet begun

full abilities of our
20th

that record, but we
Wb’tb

looking

production

brains.

THE KEYSTOHTE

In this business

ahead!

We

For the coming

we

season,

not just a

of progress!

OF TOUR

1937

know

of our studio, the

of Ideas, will give you

of pictures, but a program

FOR

won’t.

to tap the full resources

Century -Fox, the Studio

program

NOT

FUTURE

• 1938

You

know

that there are just two things that matter:

(1) Good

pictures.

(2) A fair sales policy.
You

know

more

faithfully and

No

one

that no

knows

company

has

fulfilled these

requirements

effectively than 20th Century-Fox.

better than you

what

we

did in 1936-37 . . . hit

after hit . . . new personalities developed— Sonja Henie, Simone
Simon, Tyrone Power, Winchell and Bernie, the Ritz Brothers.
New

showmanship

ideas . . . out -of -the -beaten -track

ment. Unusual story angles

and

ing and profitable run of musicals
know,
and

too, how
brought

Century- Fox

these successes
new

prosperity

fresh themes
ever

have

made

by any

theatre

one.

many

darYou

theatres

playing

20th

pictures.

We don't have to tell you that those 1936-37
will go doubled in spades for 1937-38.

You can rest content only when
the studio

. . . the most

rehabilitated

to every

entertain-

minds

at 20th

accomplishments

studio brains are restless . . . and

Century- Fox

are always

striking into

unexplored story fields, always alert to the public's newest entertainment moods, always awake to modern show trends. They
are

never

satisfied to follow, but enthusiastically

responsibility

assume

of leadership.

Now look at the following pages, outlining 20th' s first-quarter
releases for the new season. And remember that, thrilling as the
line-up is, it represents

only the beginning

of 20th 's greatest year!

the

With Virginia Field, Thomas
Beck, Sig Rumann. Executive
Producer Sol M. Wurtzel.

1937-38
AUGUST • SEPTEMBER
OCTOBER

Directed by Norman Foster.
Screen play by Howard Ellis
Smith and Norman Foster. Based
on a Saturday Evening Post story
by J. P. Marquemd.

Drake, Walter Catlett, John Carradime, Sig
Rumann, Harold Htiber, Katkerlne DeMille,
E. E. Clive. Directed by George Marshall.
Associate Producer Nunnally Johnsda. Screen play
by Gene Fowler, Allen Rivldn and Ernest Pascal,
Based on a play by Walter Hackett.

FROM
With CLAIRE TREVOR,' Sally Blane,
Douglas Fowley, Fredi Washington and
BILL ROBINSON. Executive Producer
Sol M. Wurtzel. Directed by Allan Dwan.
Screen play by Lou Breslow and John Patrick.
Based upon the original stories of Judge Ben
B. Lindsey, Robin Harrif and Alfred Goldenr
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musical, twice as nonsensical, toxice as
thrilling as last yearns ^^Pigskin Parade/*
And%i©i^ picked fee
marquee

Directed by George
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MarsbalL

$\ Associate Producei Hatold Wilson. Screen play
...
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.

}0 -f"Kail ‘ funb^e^ . and Don • ItUlngor.
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and .,.

lyrics by Lew Pollack and Sidney D. MilcbelL

in
JANE WITHERS

WILD
AND WOOLLY

1937-38

With DOUGLAS SCOTT, WALTER
BRENNAN, Jackie Searl, Berton
Churchill, Pauline Moore, Douglas
Fowley, RobertWilcox, Lon Chaney, Jr.,
Carl Switzer. Directed by Alfred
Werker. Associate Producer John Stoxie.

AUGUST • SEPTEMBER
OCTOBER

Song by Harry Akst and Sidney Clare.
Screen play by Lynn Root and Frank Fenton.
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1937-38
AUGUST • SEPTEMBER
OCTOBER

WARNER BAXTER
LORETTA YOUNG
VIRGINIA BRUCE

WIFE, DOCTOR
AND NURSE
With Helen Westley and an exceptional cast.
Directed by Walter Lang. Associate Producer
Raymond

Griffith. Original story by Kathryn Scola and
Darrell Ware.

1937-38
AUGUST • SEPTEMBER
OCTOBER

SCHEDULE

RELEASE

• OCTOBER

• SEPTEMBER

AUGUST
Ralease date

PRODUCTION

Aug. 6

YOU

CAN'T

Aug. 13

ONE

MILE

CAST

HAVE
FROM

EVERYTHING
HEAVEN

Aug. 20

WESTERN GOLD (K-4)
LOVE UNDER FIRE

Aug. 27

THINK

Aug. 27

HANDY

Sept.

3

THIN

ICE

Sept. 10

WILD

AND

Sept. 10

BORNEO

Aug. 13

Sept. 17
Sept. 24

Claire Trevor, Sally Blane, Douglas
Fowley, Fredi Washington, Bill
Robinson.
Smith Ballew
Loretta Young, Don Ameche,
Borrah Minevitch, Frances Drake,
John Carradine, Katherine DeMille

FAST, MR. MOTO
ANDY

Alice Faye, The Ritz Brothers,
Don Ameche, Charles Winninger,
Louise Hovick, Rubinoff

Peter Lorre, Virginia Field, Thomas
Beck, Sig Rumann
Will Rogers, Peggy Wood, Robert
Taylor, Conchita Montenegro, Mary
Carlisle

*

Sonja Henie, Tyrone Power, Arthur
Treacher, Leah Ray, Raymond
Walburn, Alan Hale, Joan Davis

WOOLLY

Jane Withers, Douglas Scott, Walter
Brennan, Jackie Searl, Berton
Churchill, Pauline Moore
Mr. and Mrs. Martin Johnson

PIGSKIN
LANCER

PARADE
SPY

OF 1937 (T)

A great cast to be announced
Dolores Del Rio, George Sanders,
Peter Lorre, Virginia Field, Sig
Rumann, Joseph Schildkraut, Lionel
Atwill, Maurice Moscovitch.

Oct.

1

ALI BABA

Oct.

8

CHARLIE

Oct.

8

BOOTS

Oct.

15

Oct. 22

Oct. 29
(T) Indicates
*

Indicates

GOES
CHAN

AND

tentative

BROADWAY

(T)
AT WORK

JONES FAMILY in
MUCH LIMELIGHT

WIFE, DOCTOR

Re-issue

ON

SADDLES

DANGER-LOVE
THE
TOO

TO TOWN

title

AND

NURSE

Eddie

Cantor and the best support-

ing cast he's ever had
Warner Oland, Keye Luke
Smith Ballew
Jack Haley, Ann Sothern, Edward
Everett Horton, Mary Boland
Jed Prouty, Shirley Deane,

Spring

Byington, Russell Gleason, Kenneth
Howell, George Ernest
Warner Baxter,
Virginia Bruce

Loretta

Young,

A FEW

OF THE

THE

HIGHLIGHTS

REST

FOR

OF 1937-38!

EDDIE CANTOR in “SARATOGA
CHIPS,” by Damon Runyon and Irving
Caesar; “HUDSON’S BAY COMPANY,” one of the biggest pictures to be
made by 20th; WALTER
WINCHELL and BEN BERNIE in “LOVE AND
HISSES”;

“MEET

THE

GIRLS,”

a comedy

woven

around

the mad-cap

antics

of a millionaire family; “LAST YEAR’S KISSES”; “DANCE, FOOL, DANCE,”
story of a racketeer who turns tap dancer and attempts to go straight only to
become involved in a dancing school blackmail scheme; THE DIONNE
QUINTUPLETS

in “MOTHER

KNOWS

BEST”;

The RITZ

BROTHERS

in

“MOONSTRUCK”
with Joan Davis; a second SONJA HENIE musical;
“KIDNAPPED,” Robert Louis Stevenson's celebrated story of adventure;
SHIRLEY TEMPLE in “HEIDI,” one of the greatest stories ever published,
with a cast including Jean Hersholt, Arthur Treacher, Thomas Beck, Mady
Christians, Helen Westley, Sidney Blackmer; SHIRLEY
TEMPLE
in
“SUSANNAH
OF THE MOUNTIES,” as a child adopted
Northwest Mounted Police; a third SHIRLEY TEMPLE
“THE

GIANT

TYRONE

SWING,”

POWER,

DON

by W. R. Burnett,
AMECHE

in “IN

author

OLD

by the Canadian
as yet untitled;

of "Little Caesar";

CHICAGO,”

the biggest

and most lavish production in 20th's history; IRVING BERLIN’S
of music, “ALEXANDER’S
RAG-TIME
BAND,” with famous

cavalcade
old songs

and plenty of new ones; “STANLEY AND LIVINGSTONE,” epic story of
Henry M. Stanley's life, with Osa Johnson leading a studio expedition over
actual route taken by heroic Stanley; LORETTA YOUNG, ALICE FAYE,
LOUISE

HOVICK,

FRED

ALLEN

in “SALLY,

IRENE

AND

MARY,”

one

of 20th's biggest musical projects; TYRONE
POWER
and LORETTA
YOUNG in “SECOND HONEYMOON,”
worthy successor to "Love is News"
and "Cafe Metropole";

ANNABELLA

in “JEAN,”

sensation

of the London

show season; “JESSE JAMES,” as big in scope as "The House of Rothschild"
and "Lloyds of London"; “FOUR MEN AND A PRAYER,” Cosmopolitan
Magazine novel, adventurous and colorful as "Beau Geste" and "Lives of a
Bengal Lancer"; “MR. NICKELBY SITS DOWN”; “CAREER IN C MAJOR”;
“SPLINTER FLEET,” telling one of the Great War's most thrilling and
dramatic episodes.
20th will invest these valuable properties with the showmanship
that have made

this company

THE TRADE

your most dependable

MARK

THAT

elements

boxoffice friend.

SELLS TICKETS!

Balaban Cites Paramount Progress
in Production Improvement in Year
President Reports Progress
to Stockholders; Reply
to Zukor Suit Soon

Paramount's

Chieftains

New York — Barney Balaban, president
of Paramount Pictures, Inc., and all present officers of the corporation were slated
to be re-elected at the
meeting here Thursday.

annual

New

revived

W. Hicks jr., Austin C. Keough, vice-presidents; Walter B. Cokell, treasurer; George
L. Bagnall, assistant treasurer; Fred Mohrhardt, comptroller; Austin C. Keough, secretary; Norman Collyer, Jacob H. Karp,
Frank Meyer, assistant secretaries.
on Tuesday.

June

15, gave

the an-

nual stockholders' meeting a report of his
stewardship during the first year of his presidency. Among other

evidences

ment in the company's position,
records of Paramount's theatre
from

of improvehe said that
affiliates in-

dicate that "Paramount's pictures have moved
fourth to second place in boxoffice value

of production

during

the past

year."

Prior to the directors’ meeting the stockholders met to take final action on the proposal to increase the authorized common
stock from 4,500,000 to 6,000,000 shares.
Stock as a “Cushion”
Balaban informed the stockholders that
the authorization was to make the stock
available for issuance should the company
at any time in the future require additional
capital. He said the company at this time
had no plans for issuing the stock or
any plans for spending the income from
the issue, but wanted the authorization on
hand to be able to issue the stock as a
“cushion” for purposes
which may arise before

now unforeseen
the next stock-

holders’ meeting.
This authorization would obviate the
necessity of borrowing from the banks
should capital be required and also obviate
the expense and red tape of calling a
special stockholders’
plained.

meeting,

Balaban

ex-

Stanton Griffis, chairman of the executive committee, indicated the purpose of
the stock increase when he said: “A motion picture company should not have any
debt, it is too speculative to have any debt.”
A debt retirement program may be undertaken during the next twelve months.
The

“Adequate” Zukor Suit Reply
suit attacking the employment

con-

tract for Adolph Zukor, Paramount’s production head, which was ratified by an
overwhelming stockholder vote on June 15,
will be given an “adequate answer,” Austin C. Keough, the company’s secretary,
told Boxoffice. The action, brought by
Ella Hayim, represented as a small stock-

BOXOFFICE

By EUGENE
W. CLIFFORD
York — Approval of the increase

: ; June 26, 1937

of

1,500,000 shares in the authorized common stock of Paramount Pictures, Inc., has

directors’

Other officers are: Adolph Zukor, chairman of the board; Stanton Griffis, chairman, executive committee; Neil F. Agnew,
Y. Prank Freeman, Henry Herzbrun, John

Balaban

Paramount Stock Increase
Revives Warner Merger
Rumor in East

rumors

of a pending

merger

with

Warner

Brothers Pictures Corp., the acquisition of a large number of additional
theatres, or a refunding operation that

Barney

Balaban, left, president of Paramount, who last Tuesday reported to
the annual meeting of stockholders
that Paramount had risen from fourth
to second position in boxoffice value of
production during the past year, and
Adolph Zukor, whose contract as chief

of production was ratified. Zukor’ s
pact provides a salary of $3,000 per
week in addition to certain bonuses. It
is retroactive to Aug. 1, 1936, runs to
July 1, 1938, and may be extended another three years by action of the
board.

holder, was filed in New York supreme
court on June 12, three days before the
scheduled ratification, and papers were
served on company officials immediately
following Tuesday’s meeting. Keough said
the company’s records showed no person
by that name as a stockholder. The plaintiff seeks an injunction to prevent the directors from putting the contract into effect.
Tribute
Balaban

to Zukor

as Producer

told the stockholders,

in reply-

ing to questions, that Zukor’s annual compensation “may not be more than $100,000,” in addition to the weekly salary of
$3,000. He estimated that Zukor’s bonus
would be about $40,000 for the last five
months of 1936 and about $50,000 for the
first six months of this year. The contract
is retroactive to August 1, 1936, and runs
to July 1, 1938. The directors also were
authorized to renew the agreement for
three years, to January 1, 1941, at their
discretion.
There
between

would involve practically all the oustanding indebtedness of the company. Officials of the company declare that there
are no definite plans for the issuance of
this additional stock and explain that the
lack of authorized common stock limited
the amount of the refunding operations in
connection with the six per
tures of the company.
Cite Past

Merger

cent

deben-

Efforts

The expectations of those in the financial district who are looking for a merger
operation are founded on the fact that
several efforts have been made in the past
by officials of both Warner Bros, and Paramount to find a common basis on which
the two companies could be united. It is
pointed

out that the new shares of Paramount would be just about sufficient to
exchange for all the Warner common stock
on a dollar for dollar basis at present
market prices. The theatre situation of
the merged company is regarded as the
chief advantage, as the result would be a
theatre chain strong in practically every
section of the country.
Paramount theatres have recovered a
great deal faster than the distributing end
since Barney Balaban became president.
The fact that Balaban is primarily a theatre man and presumably favorably disposed towards the company expanding in
this field, is the only basis for the belief
that the new stock will be used in the
acquisition of theatres. A large number of
houses could be purchased or built with the
new stock as it has a market value of between $35,000,000 and $40,000,000.
Griffis Favors Refunding
The financial policy of the company
since Stanton Griffis became chairman of
the finance committee gives credence to
the report that the new common stock will
be utilized for refunding of company indebtedness. The conversion privilege of

were frequent heated exchanges
small stockholders and company

the 31/4 per cent debentures which were
issued by the company the early part of

officers during the four-hour session. Balaban defended the Zukor contract on the

this year is regarded as the element which
made them attractive to holders of the

ground

6 per cent debentures. With a reserve of
1,500,000 shares for conversion available,
there is ample means for refinancing along

that “showmanship is at a premium” and that even with the contract
Zukor is “the lowest paid executive of any
holding a comparable position in Hollywood.” He challenged the stockholders to
name one man who could take Zukor’s

place.

all of the company’s
the same lines.
Numerous

other

(Continued

indebtedness

changes
on

along

in the capital

page

22)
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Two Organizations Result
of Supply Dealers Meet
By CALVIN
Chicago — A

new

HERMER
was

Heads

New

Graham

Heads

ITSDA

“The ITSDA will continue to function as
a strong theatre supply dealers’ association
to work for the betterment of the trade
and the improvement of its service and
product,” Goldberg said.
Morrone also pledged active attention to
by the new

or-

“Our aim shall always be the promotion
of harmony and good will among the three
factors necessary to the distribution of
theatre equipment and supplies, namely,
manufacturer, dealer and exhibitor, and
the betterment of distribution and service
of theatre equipment
Many

and supplies.”

Manufacturers’

Exhibits

Over 30 manufacturers of theatre equipment and supply products were represented at the convention and displayed
their wares in appropriate space set apart
for them as has always been the custom of
the equipment and supply dealers’ conventions in the past.

Tronolone to Pathe
New

York — Nick

Tronolone,

formerly

sales manager for Precision Film Laboratories which he formed with his brother,
Charles, and Roscoe C. Hubbard, has resigned to become technical advisor and
contact man for the Pathe Film Laboratories at Bound Brook, N. J. Tronolone
has been identified with the technical end
of the film business in the east for 30 years.

UNIVERSAL
New

AGAIN

GETS

consecutive

year Universal has been awarded the contract to supply features, shorts and newsreels to 80 veterans hospitals and soldiers
homes by the U. S. Veterans Administration for 1937-38.

20

Chicago — ^Putting

words

and

ideas

into

action, theatre equipment and supply
manufacturers who participated in the
convention and trade show of Theatre
Equipment Distributors of America, held
at the Medinah Club in Chicago last week,
started something big. The objective is
an annual industrial exposition, the first
event to be held in Chicago early in June
of 1938.
The trade show, to be international in
scope, will be held under the auspices of
the Theatre Equipment Manufacturers
Assn., an organization that has heretofore
held its meetings concurrently with the
theatre equipment conventions. Henceforth, it is proposed that the manufacturers will put on the equipment show for the
dealers.
Kleckner

Heads

the Committee

At a meeting of the manufacturers a
committee was appointed to formulate
plans for the promotion of the big equipment show. J. B. Kleckner, president of
Motiograph, Inc., heads the committee
which is composed of Harry Strong of
Strong Electric Corp., Toledo, Ohio; Oscar
Neu, of Neumade Products Corp.; C. S.
Ashcraft, of Ashcraft Mfg. Co.; J. C. Heck,
of Da-Lite Screen Co.; W. A. Gedris, of
Ideal Seating Co.; and Joe Robin, of J. E.
Robin. Inc.
It is the aim of the committee to make
the show an outstanding annual event of
the moving picture industry. Theatre owners, architects, engineers and distributors
will be invited to attend and familiarize
themselves with the mechanical developments of the equipment industry. Film
producers and manufacturers of non-theatrical, educational and industrial equipment will participate in the exhibition to
which delegates from all points of the
world will be invited.
To

Invite

Showmen

The first of the international trade
shows will be held in Chicago, and theatre
owners will be urged to attend.
It is planned to extend the membership
of the present theatre equipment manufacturers organization to include the producers of all products used in theatre operation, construction and maintenance.

CONTRACT

York — For the seventh

Chicago — The

THE

.TTT?

-

trade section of the Thea-

tre Distributors of America, Inc., held at
the Medinah Club in Chicago, June 18-20,
during the regular meeting of the independent supply dealers was a veritable exposition of new things in theatre equipment.
came

from

far

and

near,

bringing

Milling around among
those present, we picked
up several new
acquaintances and renewed our
pleasant associations of the past, while looking
over and listening to descriptions of the latest
things in theatre equipment.
Ideal

Continuation of the Independent Theatre Supply Dealers Assn, and expansion of
that organization was pledged by Harry
W. Graham of Denver, re-elected president, and by Joe Goldberg of Chicago,
secretary.

supply dealers’ problems
ganization, as follows:

d tTrMa
e rs
EquiWopm
rlen
adke
Sh'ow

Group

Breaking away from the parent organization (the Independent Theatre Supply
Dealers Assn.) the Theatre Equipment Distributors of America, Inc., was formed with
A. P. Morrone of Pittsburgh and Cleveland
as president.

WITH

with them their newest developments — devices for
improvement
in moving picture presentation — ;for
demonstration and detailed explanation of selling
points and service.

born

sessions of theatre equipment supply dealers at the Medinah Club here June 1819-20.

AROUND
mrtT

IMaiiufacturers

organization

and an old one pledged itself to carry on
with increased fervor and effect at hectic

Morrone

MILLING

MANUFACTURERS

JACOB

MACK

RITES

Seating

Co.

of thv.se “intimately

made

a

most

comfortable**

effective

display

seat.s which

were

well occupied at all times. Mr. Vi’eidemeier was
in charge of the display, and Mr. and Mrs. W. A.
(iedris did themselves proud as gracious hosts to
all present.
Operadio Manufacturing Co. quite proudly displayed a new dual-channel amplifier. Messrs. Wilson and Fernald were the masters of ceremonies
at the Operadio exhibit.
A. B. Hurley, of the Hurley Screen Co., came
on from New York, accompanied by Joe Malmuth,
to tell the story about the product, and it was
well received.
E. Wagner was on the job lining up distributors
for his silhouette sign letters and a new letter
mounting unit which he had on display. Several
dealers took on the line.
Motiograph was well represented in manpower
and machinery. Three new projectors were shown,
each unit displaying a different type of lamp,
Ashcraft. Strong and Brenkert. J. B. Kleckner
was on hand greeting all comers. Ably avssisting
the boss were Sales Manager
Leg Abbott, Pete
Ramsey, Ed Nuber and Koy Sherman,
Baldor Electric Co. was there with
under the direction of G. A. Schock.
Jim
on an
and a

an

Elderkin, of Forest Manufacturing
interesting demonstration of a new
changeover device.

exhibit
Co., ^ put
rectifier

Summerour
& Devine displayed a new line of
lighting fixtures of the type that effects a complete change of color with the simple throw of a
switch.
lieneral Register Corp. demonstrated
a
new
ticket machine that does about everything but
talk. Abe Seigal and 1). H. Finke extolled its
merits and explained its oi>erations.
Brenkert Light Projection Co.
latest Enarc lamp.
Karl Brenkert
of the booth,

exhibited the
was in charge

E. J. Yallen was seen here and there holding
<onferences with dealers and doing full justice to
the \alleii line of curtain control equipment.
Universal Keels, Inc., was
sented by Sally Lachmann.

most

Roy Be<lore was there for Golde
Co., with lots of new’ things to talk

capably

repre-

Manufacturing
about.

The Strong Electric Co.’s presence was
made
prominent by Lee White, whose boss, Harry Strong,
was on hand to make the meeting a success.
Peabody Seating Co. was on hand, with C, E.
company.
I*hi!lips promoting interest in the products of his
Irving Samuels, representing Automatic Device.s,
was around
the hail greeting ’em all in his usual
cordial
manner.
A1
Best
than

Polhick from St. Louis, territorial representative for Automatic Devices, Stanley Frame
Co.,
Devices and G-M
I>aboratories, was busier
a one-armed pai>er hanger with the hives,

I. A. Frucht, of Tele-Radio Corp., was
the hall putting over his products with
effect.

around
telling

Ray
Duport, representing Yallen, Inc., Forest
Electric Co. and Universal Reels, Inc., was putting
in some good licks in the interest of his clients.
Among
the many
other interesting exhibits of
modern
mechanics for moving
picture efficiency
were

those of Metallic Arts Corp., La Vezzi Machine Works. Albert Sprincin Co., Continental Electric Co. (Cetron Cells), De-Fi Mfg. Co.. Light Distributors, Inc., Century Electric Co., Wenzel Co..
United Optical Corp., Goldberg Bros. (Denver),
overs).
and Essannay Electric Mfg Co. (Strong Change-

con-

Joe Robin attended in person as the emissary
and chief
Robin,
Inc. exponent of his new organization, J. E.

ducted here last week for Jacob Mack,
father of Irving Mack, head of the Filmack
Trailer Co. here. The elder Mack had been
ill for several months.

New
faces among
the dealers present included
Jack Stallings and Jake Gelman of Cincinnati, A1
Becker from Baltimore, P. S. Guss, manager
of
Inter-Mountain Theatre Supply Co., Salt Lake City;
Bob Ballantyne of Omaha
and J. E. Huffman
of
Perkins Electric Co., Toronto, Canada.

Chicago — Funeral

services

were

BOXOFFICE
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NAMES BEHIND MOVIETONE NEWS
WEL KEEP IT OUTIN FRONT!

^

Movietone

News,

with its galaxy

of specialists . . . backed

by

the greatest news>gathering and news-distributing organization
in the industry . . . offers exhibitors the most complete and
dramatic

newsreel

money

TRUMAN

can buy.

TALLEY

LOWELL

Producer

3EDMUND

REEK

General Manager

LEW

And

the public knows

it !

THOMAS

Chief Commentator

LEHR

RUSSELL

Humor

GERALD

MUTH

European

SANGER

British Producer

Editor

SIR MALCOLM
CAMPBELL
British Editor

SIR GORDON
British General

CRAIG

HARRY

Manager

LAWRENSON

Foreign

JACK
News

Editor

BONNEY

HANEY

POWELL

Far Eastern

Editor

Editor

by

VYVYAN

DONNER

Fashions

MOVIET

ARTHUR
Political

DE TITTA
Editor

JACK
West

NEWS

DARROCK

Coast

Supervisor

Distributed

still existed after the reorganization of the
company was completed as of June 30,
1935. Since that time these claims have
been reduced so that the preferred stock
could be released from this obligation and,

Releases Sustaining Trend
Toward More Familg Films
Maintaining the steady climb toward
more films meriting “F” or family rating,
a survey of features reviewed by BoxofFicE the past half year reveals that 95 per

cent of the films were awarded the “P”
rating. This contrasts with the 89 per cent
that achieved that rating for the same
period in 1936.
Of the 104 pictures reviewed during the
past three months of April, May and June,
96, or 93 per cent of the total merited “F”
rating and seven per cent required the
“A” or adult classification.
One new condition, however, that the
survey reveals is the fact that of the eight
“A” rated films, in themselves a small per
cent of the total number of releases, half
were produced by American majors whereas in the past foreign or state rights producers were responsible for the greater
number of films unsuitable for family patronage.
The list of features reviewed and the
dates they appeared during the past quarter follows — all are “F” unless otherwise
designated:
A
Angel's Holiday (20th-Fo.x)
Another Dawn
(WB)
A
As Good as Married (Univ)

May 8
Apr. 17
May
1

B
Bank
Alarm
(GN)
Big Business (20th-Fox)
Border Cafe (RKO)

June 5
Apr. 24
May 29

c

Cafe Metropole (20th-Fox)
California Straight .\head (Univ)
Captains Courageous (M-G-M)
Chariie Chan at the Olympics (20th-Fox)
Cherokee Strip (FN)

D

Damaged
Goods
(GN)
A
Dance. Charlie, Dance (FN)
Dav at the Races, A (M-G-M)
Dodge City Trail (Col)
Dreaming Lips (TJA) A
Roads

to

Town

15
10
3
10
29

May 22
May
1
June 19
June 5
June 12

F

Fifty

May
Apr.
Apr.
. . .Apr.
May

(20th-Fox)

Aprii

10

Git Aiong Little Dogies (Rep)
Girl Said No, The (GN)
Goid Racket. The
(GN)
Go-Getter, The (WB)
Good Old Soak (M-G-M)
Great Gamhini, The
(Para)
Gun Lords of Stirrup Basin (Rep)

Apr.
May
May
May
Apr.
June.
June

17
29
1
8
24
12
5

Hiils of Old Wyoming
(Para)
Hit Parade, The (Rep)
Hoiiywood Cowboy
(RKO)
Hotel Haywire (Para)

Apr.
Apr.
May
May

24
10
15
22

G

H

I

I Met Him in Paris (Para)
I Promise to Pay (Col)
Internes Can’t Take Money
(Para)
It Happened
Out IVest (20th-Fox)

May 29
May 8
Apr. 17
June 19

Kid Galahad (WB)
King of Gamblers (Para)

May
Apr.

K
L

Lady Escapes, The (20th-Fox)
Lash of the Penitentes, The (Revier)
Last Train From Madrid (Para)
Let Them
Live (Univ)
Let’s Get Married (Col)
Living Dangerously (GB) A
Love From
a Stranger (UA)

M

A

A

15
24

June 5
....Apr. 3
June 12
May 8
Apr. 3
June 19
May
29

Make W^ay for Tomorrow
(Para)
Man in Blue, The (L^niv)
Married Before Breakfast (M-G-M)
Meet the Missus (RKO)
Melody of the Plains (Spectrum)
Men Are Not Gods (UA) A

May
May
June
May
Apr.
Apr.

Michael O’Halloran (Rep)
Midnight Madonna
(Para)
Midnight Taxi (20th-Fox)
Mile-a-Minute Love (Fanchon-Royer)

May
22
June 12
Apr. 3
Apr. 17

22

1
22
19
29
10
3

Mountain
Mountain

Justice (FN) A
Music (Para)

May
June

therefore, the common stock for its conversion was not required for that purpose.
Capital

22
19

N
Navy
Night
Night
Night
Oh

Blues (Rep)
Key (Univ)
of Mystery, A
(Para)
Must Fall (M-G-M)
A

Apr. 10
May
1
May
22
May 1

o

Doctor

(Univ)

May

8

P
I'arnell (M-G-M)
Pick a Star (M-G-M)
I^rince and the Pauper,
Public Wedding
(WB)

The

(FN)

June
Apr.
Apr.
Apr.

12
24
17
24

R
Racketeers in Exile (Col)
Riding on Air (RKO)
Rootin’.

Tootin’

Rhythm

s

Apr. 3
June 19
(Rep)

May

22

San Quentin (FN)
Seventh Heaven
(20th-Fox)
Shall We Dance (RKO)
Silent Barriers (GB)

Apr. 10
Apr. 3
May 8
Apr. 17

Sing While You’re Able (Melody)
Slave Ship (20th-Fox)
Slim (WB)
Song of the City (M-G-M)
Star Is Born, A (UA)

Apr. 3
June 19
May
29
Apr. 3
May 1

Man’s Here Again
Gave Him
a Gun

(FN)
(M-G-M)

They Won’t Forget (FN)
There Goes My Girl (RKO)
Think Fast, Mr. Moto (20th-Fox)
Thirteenth Chair, The (M-G-M)
This Is My Affair (20th-Fox)
Three Legionnaires (General)
Thunder in the City (Col)
Too Many Wives (RKO)
Top of the Town
(Univ)
Tough to Handle (Maurice Conn)
Trouble in Texas (GN)
Tui-n Off the Moon (Para)
Two
Who
Dared (GN)

u

Under

the

Red

Rol^e

(20th-Fox)

w

Apr. 3
May
15
June
June
Apr.
May
May
Apr.
June
Apr.
Apr.
June
Apr.
May
June

19
5
17
8
22
3
5
17
10
5
3
15
12

June

12

Waikiki Wedding
(Para)
Wake
Up and Live (20th-Fox)
We Have Our Moments
(Univ)

Apr. 3
Apr. 24
Apr. 3

We’re
When
White
White
Wings
Woman
Woman

May 8
Apr. 3
Apr. 3
Apr. 24
May 15
May 15
May 1

in the Legion Now
(GN)
Love Is Young (Univ)
Bondage
(WB)
Gods (SR)
Over Honolulu (Univ)
Chases Man
(UA)
I Love. The (RKO)

Y
You Can’t Beat Love (RKO)
You’re in the Army
Now
(GB)

June 5
May 15

Para, Stock Increase
(Continued

from page 19)

structure of the company were approved
by the stockholders at the annual meeting. These included the cancellation of
approximately $10,000,000 of the authorized preferred stock, the issuance and listing on the New Vork Stock Exchange of
$12,502,000 par value 3% per cent 10-year
debentures and the withdrawal of listing
of 70,611 shares of common stock and the
application for authority to list, if and
when issued, 450,000 shares of common
stock. This when and if issued application was to provide the necessary common
stock to cover the conversion privileges of
the 3y4 per cent debentures which became
a part of the capital structure of the corporation on March 1, this year. The
70,611 shares on which the listing was
cancelled were among those common shares
reserved for the conversion of first preferred stock which, in turn, had been earmarked for the payment of claims which

$10,000,000

The $10,000,000 of preferred stock, which
was authorized to be cancelled, reduces
the capital of the company by that amount.
Each share of the first preferred stock
of the company has a stated value of $100
and is convertible into seven shares of
common stock, each share of which has
stated value of but $1. The conversion of
one share of preferred stock, as a result,
causes a difference of $93 in the stated
value of the exchanged securities. The
second preferred stock has a par value of
$10 per share and ten shares of this is
convertible into nine shares of common
stock, causing a differential in this case
of $91 for each conversion.
The differential in favor of the company
resulting from the conversion of these
two classes of preferred stock will amount
to somewhat more than $10,000,000, as
of the date of the meeting, and the entire
amount was included in the motion for the
reduction of the stated capital.
Sufficient

T
That
They

Reduced

Sinking

Fund

Coverage

The issuance of the $12,502,800 par value
of the 3*74 per cent debentures, which took
place March 1, makes no addition to the
debenture indebtedness of the corporation.
These were issued in exchange for the six
per cent debentures of the company and,
consequently, an equal amount of these six
per centers have been acquired by the treasury of the company and are, therefore,
no longer an obligation. In addition to the
six per cent debentures acquired by the
company by the conversion into 31/4 per
cent convertible debentures, the company
has in its treasury an additional $2,376,000
par value of the six per centers. This
amount was acquired for sinking fund purposes on these debentures and are deemed
sufficient to cover such requirement due on
the same date as the annual meeting.
The remaining recaptured six per centers
will also be turned over to the debenture
trustee for the purpose of meeting sinking
fund requirements in future years. The
450,000 common shares reserved for conversion of the 314 per cent debentures
exhausted the entire authorized common
stock issue of the company. It is for this
reason that the directors decided to increase the authorized common stock issue
of the company from the present 4,500,000
shares to 6,000,000 shares.
On January 2, 1937, the date of the last
annual report of the company, but 1,907,179
shares of common stock had actually been
issued. The entire remainder of over
2,500,000, with the exception of the 450,000
which were not authorized for issuance
until March 1, was held in reserve for the
conversion of the convertible securities.
Public

Holds

Near

3,000,000 Shares

Since the date of the last annual report,
however, it is estimated that between 800,000 and 900,000 additional shares have
been issued in the conversion of the first
and second preferred stock, and it is estimated that the six months’ report, ending
about June 30, will show that upwards
of 3,000,000 shares of common are in the
hands of the public.
BOXOFFICE
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The public is demanding shows of sane
length and real variety entertainment.
Only good short subjects make such
programs possible. And only the 20th
Centary -Tox-Educational shorts give you
such big star values in two-reel comedies
and such a wide variety of top’ rank
amusement

in the one-reel pictuc^

^

It’s laugh insurance when you book these
stars. It’s good showmanship when you
play them.

Here is ihe

/

biggest bet in show-building fun featurettes . . . Educational's world-famous star comedies.

Always a name

to give you extra box

office ammunition.

And always those

big laughs that keep

\

the show

pepped up and send the customers away happy.

.
c

run or thrills or song or

f or novelty
that added

. . . whatever will best
punch to your program^ you

Featuring
THE

SPICE

OFTHE

PROGRAM

KIKO, THE KANGAROO

REG. U.S. PAT OFP

DISTRIBUTED

IN U S A. BY2CT:‘

CENTURY-FOX

FILM CORPORATION

Ozrie Ostrich, Farmer Al Falfa and Puddy the Pup
Produced by Paul Terry

"A Dag at the Races" Douhles Average
CINCINNATI

Albee — This Is My Affair (20th-Fox)
Capitol — I Met Him in Paris (Para)
Keith’s — There Goes My Girl (RKO)
Lyric — Ellephaiit Boy
(UA)
Palace — A Day at the Races (M-G-M)
Shubert — Damaffetl Goods (GN)

105
90
80
100
125
95

CLEVELAND
Allen — Behind the Headlines (RKO), 4 days;
Draegennan
Courage (FN), 3 days
80
Hippodrome — This Is My Affair (20th-Fox) ..135
Palace — Slim (WB), and vaudeville
90
State — A Day at the Races (M-G-M)
115
Stillman — Turn Off the Moon (Para)
80

DALLAS
Capitol — Racketeers in Rxile (Col)
Capitol — Trader Horn (M-G-M), re-issue
Majestic — Parneil (M-G-M)
Melba — Charlie Chan at the Olympics (20thFox)

90
100
125

Palace — Night Must Fall (M-G-M)
Tower — I Met Him in Paris (Para)

100
100

There

Goes

Midnight

Is

140

Galahad — Washington

EXTENDED
A

80
120
100
75
100

55

at

United

Horizon,
Him

in

4th

wk.

Paris,

Galahad, 3rd
3rd d. t. wk.

wk.

at

3rd

United Artat Liberty,

Artists,

AValt

Disney’s
80
2nd ' wk. .. 95
no

75
90

of

Cass,

PORTLAND,

ORE.

PortBlue Mouse — Cafe Metropole (20th-Fox);
Girl l.oves Boy (GN), 2nd d.t. wk
Broadway — Hit Parade
(Rep); Oh
Doctor

two-a-

Detroit.

d. t. wk.,

wk. at Strand,
in Seattle.

105

(Univ)
120
Orpheum — Turn Off the Moon (Para); This Is
My Affair (20th-Fox)
115
Paramount — I Met Him
in Paris (Para);
King of Gamblers
(Para)
125
Rivoli — Everybody Dance
(GB), plus Major
Bowes
unit
120
United Artist.s — A Star Is Born (UA), 3rd wk..ll5

SeatNew

PROVIDENCE
90
When

Love

Is
100

Pick

a

Star
125

MILWAUKEE
(Best); Git Along Little
wk
in Paris (Para); The Great
(20th-Fox)
110
Spare (Col), plus stage

Alhee — Riding on Air (RKO);
Accused (UA)..
Fays — Kid Galahad (WB), lield 2d wk;
stage sliow
Majestic — This Is My
Affair (20th-Fox)
State — A Day at the Races (M-G-M)
Strand — I Met Him
in Paris (Para); Jim
Hanve.v, Detective (Rep)

65
100
150
200
125

MINNEAPOLIS
Aster--Let Them
Live (Univ); Girl Overboard (Univ)
Century — Night Must Fall (M-G-M)
Minnesota — This Is My Affair (20th-Fox)
Orpheum — There Goes My Girl (RKO), stage
show

NEW
College — Way
Out
in Fxile (Col)

West

80
85
85
175

From
90
70

(M-G-M);

Racketeers

Loew’s-Poli — Parnell (M-G-M); Fift.v Roads to
Town
(20th-Pox)
Paramount — I Met Him in Paris (Para) ; She’s
Dangerous (Univ), 8 days
Roger Sherman — Slim (WB);
Call It
a Day (WB)

NEW

CITY
95
and
100

Paramount — Day at the Races (M-G-M), lioldover
Studio — I Met Him
in Paris (Para), holdover.
Victory — Angel’s Holiday (20th-Fox); Girl
From
Scotland Yard (Para)

100
115
100

SAN
105
100
55

ORLEANS

YORK

CITY

Astor — Captains Courageous (M-G-M), 6th
wk. of two-a-day
Capitol — Parnell (M-G-M), 2d wk
Central — Damaged
Lives (SR)
Criterion — The Go-Getter (WB), 2nd wk
Fifty-Fifth — Forever Yours (GN), 2nd wk
Globe — The Road Back (Univ), 1st 3 days of
two-a-day
Palace — Let Them
Live (Univ), 1st run and
Shall We Dance (RKO), 2nd run
Paramount — I Met Him
In Paris (Para),
stage show, 2nd wk
Radio City Music Hall — Woman
Cha.ses Man
(UA). stage show
Rialto — When
Thief Meets Thief (UA)

FRANCISCO

70

Center— History Is Matle at Night (UA)
50
Globe — Love Is News
(20th-Fox)
60
Liberty — League of Frightened Men
(Col)
70
Orpheum — Call It a Day (WB)
80
Saenger — As Good as Married (Univ)
125
St. Charles — The Bat Whispers (At)
55
State — A Day at the Races (M-G-M)
125
Strand — Easy Money
(Inv)
50
Tudor — I Met Him in Paris (Para), revival.... 95

NEW

SALT LAKE

Capitol — Last Train From
Madrid (Para)
Orpheum — There Goes My Girl (RKO),
vaudeville

HAVEN

130

LOS ANGELES

Midnight

(GB) ;

amateur
revue (WB); Pittsburgli
Stanley
— Theradio
Go-Getter
Warner — Nobody’s Baby
(M-G-M);
Elenhant
Boy
(UA)
;

85
80

Chinese — Parnell (M-G-M); Big Business (20thFox)
Downtown— Kid Galahad (WB); That Man’s
Here Again (FN), 2d wk
85
Hillstreet — Magnificent Obsession (Univ); Man100
re-Issues
hattan Melodrama (M-G-M)
Hollywood — Same as Downtown
85
Pantages — Same as Hillstreet
! 90
Paramount — I Met Him in Paris (Para), 2d
wk., stage show
95
State — Same as Chinese
. . . . . . .125

BOXOFFICE

wk.

State — Love Is Young (Univ) ; Girl
.Scotland Yard (Para)
World — Les Miserables (French).

;

Harrier

Aeadem.v
Revue(20th-Fox),
(UA)
Fulton
— CafeAward
Motropole
Penn — Parnell (M-G-M)

85

CITY

(PKO)

Alvin — Silent

RUNS

Star Is Born, 6th wk. at
iste, San Francisco; 6th wk.

Seattle; 3rd
land, Ore.

Kid
York;

Newman—
Galahad (WB), 2d wk. !!!.’!!!!!.' 75
Tower
— ^LetKid
Them
Live (Univ), Mills Bros
130
Uptown— This Is My Affair (2o’th-Fox), 2d wk.. 85

Dance

150

Kid

90
80
90
80

INDIANAPOLIS

We

100

PITTSBURGH

dence

140

I Met
tle.

DENVER

Mainstreet — Make Way for Tomorrow
(Para);
Hotel Haywire (Para)
Midland — A Day at the Races (M-G-M), held
2d wk

. . 105

175

Affair — Provi-

I Met Him in Paris — Denver

85

Aladdin — Woman
Chases Man
(UA), following
week at the Denver
130
Broadway — This Is My Affair (20th-Fox), following week each at the Denver and Aladdin. . .125
Denham — I Met Him in Paris (Para)
140
Denver — Prince and the Pauper (FN)
130
Orpheum— Parnell (M-G-M) ; They Wanted to
Marry (RKO)
130
Paramount — I Promise to Pay (Col); Venus
Makes Trouble (Col)
70

Strand— Shall

My

Court (WB)
Warner — Kid Galahad (WB);
Young
(Univ)
Wisconsin — Parnell (M-G-M);
(M-G-M)

Alamo — Blazing Justice (WB)
Apollo — This Is My Affair (20th-Fox)
Circle — I Met Him in Paris (Para)
Loew’.s — The Hit Parade (Rep)
Lyre — The Go-Getter (WB)

200

loy

Girl — ^Minne-

Captains Courageous, 6th
day at Astor, New York.

C'ass — Lost Horizon (Col), roadshow, 4th wk. .
Downtown — Slaves in Bondage (SR), 4th wk. ..
Fox — As Good as Married (Univ), stage show..
Madison — I Met Him in Paris (Para), 2 id wk.
Michigan — Woman
Chases Man
(UA),
stage show
State-Palm.s — King of Gamblers
(Para),
You Can’t Buy Luck (RKO)
United Artists — Parnell (M-G-M), held 2nd wk.

Garden — Cloistered
Bogies (Rep), 2d
Palace— I Met Him
Hospital Mystery
Riverside— .Speed to
show

My

apolis
This

Lost

KANSAS

at the Races — Providence

Brandeis — There Goes My Girl (RKO);
Buried Alive (FN)
Omaha— They Gave Him
a Gun (M-G-M);
Charlie Chan at the Olympics (20tli-Fox)
Orijheum— This Is My Affair (20th-Fox);
The Crime Nobody .Saw (Para)

90

DETROIT
(20th-Fox),

OMAHA

Top Hits of the Week
A Day

Adams — Angel’s Holiday
Tax (20th-Pox)

Rivoli — Slave Ship (20th-Fox), first three days. 120
Roxy — There Goes My Girl (RKO), stage sliow . 911
Strand — Kid Galahad (WB), 3id wk
115

(Average Is 100%)

75
80
125
70
110
lOO
95
115
80
105

Clay — Carnival in Flanders (American
Tobis)
120
p’ox — I Met Him in Paris (Para); Draegernian’s
Courage (FN), 2d wit
90
Golden Gate — Behind the Headlines (RKO) ;
stage
110
Orplieum — Wings Over Honolulu (Univ);
Venus Makes Trouble (Col), 2d wk
90
Paramount — Parnell (M-G-M); She Had to
Eat (20th-Fox)
United Artists — A Star Is Born (UA), 6th
Warfield— This Is My Affair (20th-Fox);
Ha.vwire (Para), 2d wk

wk. . .
Hotel

110
85
95

SEATTLE
Blue Mouse — Kid Galahad (WB), 3d d. t .wk.
Fifth Avenue — Pameli (M-G-M) ; Pick a Star
(M-G-M)
Liberty — A Star Is Born (UA). 6th wit
Music Box — I Met Him
in Paris (Para), 3d
d. t. wit
Palomar — Nav.v Bines (Rep), plus stage show.
Paramount — This Is My Affair (20tli-Fox);
Hotel Haywire (Para)

.110
120
115
110
115
120

WASHINGTON
Capitol — Night Must Fall (M-G-M); plus
stage show
Columbia — Cafe Metropole (20th-Fox), 2nd
d.t. wk
Earle — Kid Galahatl (WB). plus stage show,.
Keith’.s — Wings Over Honolulu (Univ)
Metropolitan — Her Husband
Lies (Para)
Palace — This Is My Affair (20th-Fox), 2nd wk

120
100
140
100
90
85
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with

JOE PENNER * MILTON BERLE
HARRIET
PARKYAKARKUS
HILLIARD
WILLIAM BRADY
JEROME COWAN THELMA LEEDS
and a hundred NEW

FACES!

8 K O

8ADIO
PICTURES

RADIO'S GREAT LAUGH - AND - RHYTHM
W!... A 3-RING CIRCUS OF SUMMER
ERTAINMENT! ■ ■ ■ Nothing like it ever before J . . .
You can^t describe it! . . . can*t classify it! It's swell! . . .
It's grand!., .It's goofy!. ..It's tuneful, gay -and gagged
with laughs piled wave on wave!... It's the big flash
show of exciting surprises that starts off on the run
and speeds

up as it goes! . . . SEVEN

thrilling stars to

make you laugh and forget! . . . FIFTY hand-picked
beauties to make you look and remember! . . . EIGHT
great song writers for the music and lyrics! f.. A HUNDRED NEW FACES plundered from stage, radio, night
clubs and

the world's gay places! , . . A THOUSAND

new

ideas to make

roar

until you're

you gasp until you're dazzled . . .
limp! . . . THE

BIGGEST

HOT-

WEATHER ATTRACTION ANY THEATRE EVER HAD!

AN EDWARD SMAI
DIRECTED BY LEIGH JASON
Screen play by Nat Perrin, Philip G. Epstein, Irv. S. Brecher

Songs and Lyrics
by Lew Brown and
Sammy Fain.
. ..more songs and
lyrics by Walter
Bullock and Harold
Spinna...and by
Ben Pollack and
Harry James.
...and still more
songs and lyrics by
Charles Henderson
and Edward Cher"
kose . . . and by Joe
Penner and Hal
Raynor.

A dramatic scene from Universal’s
"The Road Back,” a picturization of
Erich Maria Remarque’s powerful
story of rehabilitation in post-war
Germany.

this opportunity to exercise the art of
motion picture making at its best. In
innumerable scenes this artistry asserts
itself, perhaps reaching its zenith in the
direction and photographing of the court
trial when the bewildered youth of the
community, recently returned from the
horrors of the front lines, try, with eloquent simplicity and unimpeachable logic,
to justify a murder committed by one of
their number during a moment of jealous
rage.
Cast

"The Road Back" in Bid
for Screen Immortality
By IVAN

SPEAR

0OMES now the long-awaited “The Road
Back” to add new glories to the New
Universal and to take its well-deserved place
among the truly great pictures of this or
any other season. Comes, further, a rare
opportunity for the world's exhibitors to
realize boxoffice dividends by unlimbering
the big guns of salesmanship and exploitation to acquaint film patrons with the
magnitude of the feature. Given the benefits and protection of such a barrage, this
worthy sequel to “All Quiet on the Western Front” will keep the cash registers
ringing with machine-gun staccato and
will pile up magnificent grosses everywhere. For, despite its superb production,
its tremendous scope, its spectacular
mounting, this enthralling epic will require erudite merchandising to assure the
rich financial returns which its enviable
niche in the cinema’s hall of fame merits.
Depicts

War’s

Futility

In the accepted and orthodox interpretation it is not entertainment. It transcends this trite and over-worked appellation, emerging as a powerful, uncompromising document to spell in flaming letters the deplorable futility of war and the
crying problems of its inevitable aftermath
— rehabilitation. If every man, woman and
child were to see this picture — and certainly they should — it would be a substantial stride forward in civilization’s march
against the carnage of international strife.
It is impossible to give too much credit
to Universal and all who were connected
with the making of the pictures for the
courage and admirable good judgment dis30

played in not deviating one iota from the
severe path which the spirit and essence
of the original had charted for them.
There is no pandering to maudlin sentimentality, no softening of the stark, provocative preachment of Erich Maria Remarque’s post-war classic. In the distribution of individual citations for respective contributions to the feature’s general
excellence, it is a bit difficult to know just
where to begin. Probably, the first and
largest palm goes to James Whale, credited
with both direction and production. In
every detail, from the intimate scenes of
life in the trenches during the closing days
of the great war and those depicting the
quiet, yet confused, atmosphere of the middle class German post-war home to the
sweeping panoramic battle sequences and
the equally impressive mob scenes portraying the emotional hysteria which
gripped the citizenry and returned soldiers
when mass morale was lowered to the
breaking point, Whale has caught exactly
the perfect note to make the unfolding of
story entirely convincing. In many spots,
a masterful restraint was necessary for
such an accomplishment. That he was
aided in his task by a sensible adaptation
and screen play, for which credit goes to
R. C. Sherriff and Charles Kenyon, is obvious: while the experienced supervision of
Associate Producer Edmund Grainger must
necessarily be given its share of the credit.
In brief, each department of production
— musical score and direction by Dimitri
Tiomkin and Charles Previn, respectively:
photography by John J. Mescall and
George H. Robinson: art direction by
Charles D. Hall and James Sullivan —
misses nothing in taking full advantage of

Is Distinguished

Throughout, the cast, despite its lack
of top bracket names, is distinguished.
With such a vehicle and such production
details it could be nothing else. No one
member of this thoroughly competent aggregation can be singled out for a lion’s
share of thespic glory. Among a score of
splendid performances, those by Andy Devine, Slim Summerville, John King, Maurice Murphy, Richard Cromwell, Barbara
Read, John Emery, Larry Blake and Lionel
Atwill will live longest in the memory.
Little need be said about the story. The
Remarque novel from which it is filmed
has been too widely circulated and read to
make a plot resume necessary. Suffice to
say that the picture has imprisoned in celluloid the exact spirit and atmosphere of a
masterpiece of literature.

"THE

ROAD

BACK"

(Universal)

Producer-Director
Associate

James

Producer

Original Story
Screen

Edmund

Erich Maria

Ploy

Whale

Grainger
Remarque

R. C. Sherrill,
Charles Kenyon

Musical

Score

Dimitri Tionvkin

Musical

Director

Charles

Photography

John J. Mescall,
George

Art Director

The

Joseph A. McDonough

Producer

Cast;

D. Hall

John P. Fulton

Asst. Director

Cromwell,

H. Robinson

Charles

Special Ellects

Executive

Previn

John

Slim

Charles R. Rogers
King,

Richard

Summerville,

Andy

Devine, Barbara Read, Louise Fazenda, Noah Beery jr., Maurice Murphy,
John Emery, Etienne Girardot, Lionel AtuAll, Henry Hunter, Larry
Blake, Gene Garrick, Jean Rouverol,
Hedwig Ibsen, Spring Byington,
Frank Reicher, Arthur Hohl, William
B. Davidson, Al Shean, Edwin Maxwell, Clara Blandick, Samuel S.
Hinds, Robert Warwick.
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INDOSTRY WEATHERS LEGISLATION
Film Business Safely Thru
1937 Sessions in
New York

Escape Great Expense
in Bill Failure
New

ITOA's "Monopoly"
Attack Is Mapped
New York — While mystery this week
cloaked the procedure to be taken by the
New York Independent Theatre Owners
Ass’n in its “fight” to combat alleged monopolistic practices on the part of the major circuits here, steps will be taken “to
lay the groundwork for a propaganda camlearned.

paign with wide

ramifications,”

it was

Harry Brandt, ITOA president, is head
of a committee, yet to be chosen, that will
formulate the program. No details were
obtainable from ITOA officials.
Patrons

Welcome

Games

Meanwhile, the return of Screeno and
Bank Night at Loew and RKO theatres,
the particular grievance that precipitated
the ITOA

blast of “a new

low in business

ethics,” was welcomed by theatre patrons
“with open arms,” one major circuit official said. The results of the first four
nights of game operations
gratifying,” it was said.

were

“very

Precautions are being taken to prevent
the games from getting out of hand, which
situation

occurred just prior to their discontinuance late in February. The maximum prize that can be won on a given
night is $100. When the stunt was at its
height

Loew’s conducted a giant all-borough bank with $3,500 disposed of in one
night among 55 neighborhood theatres.
This was said to have incurred the enmity
of city officials, who were preparing to
clamp down just at the time the circuits
voluntarily abandoned the giveaways.
Although
employs

the

present

Screeno

system

a “jackpot,” which is a cash carry-over idea that may run as high as $800,
the sum must be disposed of in from four
to 16 weeks, at the discretion of the
manager.

York — Huge

losses would

he

New York — The motion picture industry in the state of New York, considered
the second most vulnerable state from a

sustained hy the motion picture industry and in the advertising and
publishing fields, it is estimated, had
the Dela7iey bill introduced in the
Hew York legislature beeii enacted.
Exhibition of films of deceased actors
and publication of their pictures
would be held up five years under
terms of the measure unless consent

standpoint

Of a total of approximately 40 bills introduced, only three were enacted directly
or indirectly affecting the industry.
There is a law which provides one day
of rest out of seven working days for engineers employed in theatres: another that
permits admission of unattended children

the heirs or es-

at theatres in upstate cities, and a minimum wage law, governing wage scales of
women and minors.
Labor Relations Law Passed

J. P. Devaney Signed

Although the state now has a labor relations law (little Wagner act) and a state
mediation board to settle labor disputes,

bg Northwest Allied

Minneapolis — J. P. Devaney, former chief
justice of the Minnesota supreme court
and nationally prominent jurist, has been
signed for one year by Northwest Allied
as counsel
tion.
The
be a

and

advisor

of the

organiza-

contract provides that Devaney shall
member of the Northwest Allied

executive committee and act in an advisory capacity on the committee as well as
general counsel. His duties will be to enlist public aid and sentiment for the passage of the Neely-Pettengill block booking
bill, and to assist in bringing about state
and national legislation to “drive out some
of the unfair trade practices which now
exist in the amusement

business.”

Tax Harvest Richer
Washington — An

increase

of nearly

a

quarter

of a million dollars in federal admission taxes for May of this year over
the same months last year is announced
by the internal revenue bureau. The figures: May, 1937, $1,537,119.30; May, 1936,
$1,318,765.57.
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to the

newspaper publicity given reported earnings has emerged from the 1937 law-making session at Albany virtually unscathed.

of representatives of the deceased’s
estate had been obtained. This would
strike at film revivoJs, for one thing,
and would open the way for payment
of large sums should
tates demand it.

of costly legislation due

these are not regarded
at the film industry.
The

most

to pass

drastic

as aimed

directly

of all bills that failed

was that which would have established License Commissioner Paul Moss

as a “one-man censor.” Gov. Lehman vetoed it after unprecedented pressure had
been brought by numerous representative
groups.
Second

in importance was the dog racing
the governor likewise refused

which
bill,sign.
to

Advertising, Picketing Regulations
The majority of the remaining proposals
related to regulations governing picketing,
of which there were seven, and a like
number hitting at outdoor advertising.
Others failing to pass included provisions permitting town boards to establish
daylight saving; the creation of a state
department for the examination of engineers’ licenses; the placing of all booking
and theatrical agencies under jurisdiction
of a state department of labor, and a
mortgage bank bill whereby a theatre
would be considered a secondary loan risk.
Anti-SRO Bill Fails
Also bills banning the sale of admission
tickets unless a vacant seat exist; pro( Continued on page 34)
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NEW YOBK, ALBANY, DTICA IN LINE
FOR ORGANIZING OF HOUSE STAFFS
lATSE Readies Campaign
to Unionize Other
Eastern Cities
New

York — With

front

of

the

house

theatre staffs organized in Philadelphia,
Boston and Rochester, the lATSE unionization campaign will shortly line up theatre employes in New York City, Utica, Albany and other eastern cities, reported
Dick Walsh, lATSE vice-president, on his
return here this week from a trip upstate
which included the semi-annual convention of the State Ass’n of Motion Picture
Projectionists at Rochester.
Progress

in Three

Boroughs

Glenn Humphries is in charge of setting
up a local for Utica theatre staffs, and
Charles Watkins for Albany. Both men
are connected with local operators’ unions.
In addition to the upstate cities, Walsh
said progress was being made among theatre workers in Manhattan, Brooklyn and
Queens, and that when a satisfactory representation is obtained lATSE charters
will be issued.
Unions embracing ushers, doormen, ticket takers, cashiers and matrons organized
in Philadelphia, Boston and Rochester will
shortly present new wage scale proposals
to exhibitors and circuits, Walsh said. In
this respect, Walsh deplored ushers and
usherettes low salaries.
Convention

in August

The Rochester convention

was described

Max Fleischer Report
Before Labor Board
Washington — Trial Examiner

CIO OPENS ROLLS TO
HOME OFFICE STAFFS

H. R.

New

Korey has made a formal hut unofficial report to the Rational Labor
Relations Board concerning the complaint of 135 artists engaged in the
production of Max Fleischer cartoons for exclusive bargaining
rights.

Radio

Contents of the report that resulted from the artists’ charges that
Fleischer had refused to negotiate
with them, will not be divulged, the
hoard said, until a decision is reached. Such action may be taken within two weeks.

Liquidation of Irks
Ahead for Midtown
New

York — Police Commissioner

Valen-

tine this week faced the task of rehabilitating the midtown theatre zone as it
concerns stricter police supervision of traffic, unnecessary blowing of horns, elimination of peddlers and musicians who beg
from theatre audiences and the removal
from the streets of children who sell news-

as “routine,” being a one-day affair with
little emphasis placed on any particular
factor. The organization comprises 47
New York state locals. It will meet again
during the last week in August, prior to
the State Federation of Labor convention

papers at 12 o’clock at night.
It all started when Mayor LaGuardia
visited a Times Square theatre and made
some personal observations. The mayor
then asked Valentine to correct the abuses
which theatre patrons are subjected to.

in Jamestown, N. Y. Following last week’s
session, those attending helped celebrate
the 25th anniversary of Rochester’s operators local 253.

GN Releases

Expect
New

Fleischer

Ruling

York — A decision was

expected

this

week from Trial Examiner Korey of the
National Labor Relations Board in Washington in connection with the six-week
strike of employes of the Max Fleischer
cartoon studio here, called by the Commercial Artists & Designers Union, of which
Arthur Post is president.
Two hearings were held here late last
week before Mrs. Elinor Herrick, regional
director of the NLRB. At that time no
agreement was reached over whether
Fleischer animators should belong to a
union apart from that of the studio’s mechanical employes. The CADU held a mass
meeting after the hearings at which funds
were collected to support its campaign.
Fleischer has agreed to permit an election among his employes for the purpose
of choosing a collective bargaining agency.
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New

York — “Riders

of the Rockies,”

a

Tex Ritter western, starts off Grand National’s July releases on July 2 followed
by “The Shadow Strikes” on July 9, “Boots
of Destiny,” a Ken Maynard western, July
16; “Rendezvous in the Alps,” July 23,
and “Small Town Boy,” July 30.
This will be held shortly, and is expected
to show the CADU representing a majority.
New

York

Local

York — An

attempt

to enroll home

office bookkeepers, stenographers and accountants is being made by the United
Office and Professional Workers of America, affiliated with the CIO, which has
invited film company employes to attend
a meeting June 28 when memberships will
be taken.

Elects

cers this week of the newly formed film
exchange employes union. Local B51, a
committee was to have been chosen for the
purpose of negotiating wage and hour
agreements with distributor executives for
the New York exchanges.
Officers elected were: Louis Johnson,
president: Leo Braun, vice-president; Gerard Lee, recording secretary, and David
Newman, financial secretary and treasurer.

Technicians

Turn

to CIO

Indications of a jurisdictional battle in
the organization of radio broadcasting
technicians were seen in the resolution of
the International Alliance of Theatrical
Stage Employes to oppose the decision of
the Columbia Broadcast Technicians, a
company union, to join the American Radio
Telegraphists’ Ass’n, a CIO affiliate.
Just why the lATSE is interested is not
clear, as it was never made known that
the theatre union was ever given jurisdiction in the radio field, but attempts to
gain such jurisdiction are indicated.
Meanwhile, the swing among radio men
to affiliate with the CIO is incurring the
wrath of the American Federation of Labor. About 80 members of the Columbia
Broadcast Technicians are involved in New
York and approximately 250 at seven CBS
owned stations in Washington, Charlotte,
Cincinnatti, St. Louis, Chicago, St. PaulMinneapolis and Los Angeles.

WPA
New

PROJECT REVAMP
CALLS FOR CIRCUIT
York — A

city-wide

circuit

of

40

indoor and open air theatres is planned
by the WPA federal theatre project as
part of a reorganization involving the reduction of the project’s New York City
personnel from 5,717 to 4,008. The circuit
will embrace eight locations in each of the
five boroughs.
Actors Equity, stagehands, musicians and
other unions whose members receive employment in the project have protested the
reduction in staffs here by more than 25
per cent. It appears that amateurs and
semi-professionals will be the first to go
when the project is reduced in size on July
15, in line with a national retrenchment
of a similar nature.

To Field for Carrier
Newark,

N.

J. — Fifty-five

young

engi-

neers, graduates of leading technical
schools, have completed a Carrier training
course in air conditioning, refrigeration and
unit heating and are now being assigned
to posts within the organization or with
dealers of the firm throughout the world.
The ten-week course was planned by Board
Chairman Willis H. Carrier.
BOXOFFICE
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JQ'OW
Beliakoff,
and it’s
Cohn.
Taking Baidukoff,
a page from Chekaloff
the daring Russians’ transpolar flight, the intrepid
Columbia vice-president has engaged Capt.
Frank Hawks to fly him non-stop from
Floyd Bennett field, Brooklyn, to the Burbank, Cal., airport, all within the one-day
span of Sunday, June 27. It’s an unusual
method of attracting attention to Columbia’s annual sales meeting at the Hotel
Ambassador, made more so by the fact
that the name of the former Howard
Hughes’ plane has been rechristened Gamma, which is Greek for C (Cohen — get it?) .

Six Compete in Organizing
Advertising and Publicitg
New

Hays Will Forsake
Boards
New

Barney Balaban is reported as sponsoring a contest to find the names of the
men m the Ed (.N. Y. Daily News) Sullivan
mis-report that there will be a “shakeup”
in the Paramount publicity department.
Barret McCormick is taking all sorts of
bows on that ultra RKO product announcement book, which set the company
back something like $50,000 for 7,500
copies.
Y. Frank Freemon has returned from
Miami . . . Ned. E. Depinet, Phil Reisman
and Ben Y. Cammack led the RKO convention contingent back to Gotham, arriving by plane Tuesday . . . Frank Capra,
Robert Riskin, Charles D. Lederer and
Edna May Oliver got in on the Rex Thursday from Europe . . . Herbert J. Yates
and Moe Siegel, president of Republic,
have returned from the coast.
Ralph W. Budd, personnel director for
Warner, is chairman of the second annual
rodeo at Wyckoff, N. J., which takes place
July 3-5 at Zabriskie Field, the proceeds
of which will establish a fund for the purchase of pneumonia serum for free treatment for Wyckoff children. Budd conceived the idea after his daughter Margaret’s life was saved by the serum.
Louis Weber, attorney for Skouras Theatres, is the father of a second girl, tagged Laura . . . Al Christie finally got that
yacht of his, 60 feet of it, into Long Island
Sound . . . Lillian Jeffrey, secretary to

York — Continuance

Film Boards

of Trade

Film
of local

when

financial support for their operation on a national scale ceases,
is entirely up to branch managers, it
was said by the Hays office this week.
In the absence of notification from
New York, Chicago, Boston and other larger cities the Hays office “surmises” these offices will also close.
They have until July 1 to declare
their willingness to continue operation, under local arrangement.
Organized 12 years ago, the film
companies’ field organization gradually diminished in importance since
the invalidation of compulsory arbitration some years ago. In recent
years practically all the boards in
some 20 exchange centers have been
operating with skeleton staffs, functioning chiefly as statistical bureaus.
The company heads decided to disband them to save money and because they felt there was little for
the boards to do.

Phillg Theatre Map
Activity Into High
and

remod-

theatrical life, called “Boxoffice,” had a
tryout by an amateur group recently and
Ben confides that he has already prepared
some contract blanks for sale of the film
rights . . . Rose Handler of the Columbia
home office was married this week . . .
Jack Lee has gone to the coast to open
a western office for the Blackstone Agency.

“First, a small house means smaller expense in construction and operation. Secondly, the owner from experience in the
motion picture field realizes that his patrons feel more at home in moderate sized
buildings than in structures of vast proportions which cause him to feel insignificant.

Washer

has taken over the duties

Ben Serkowitch would have it known
that the fire discovered on the balcony
floor of the Capitol this week was positively not caused by a short circuit in a
laughing patron’s mid-section (plug for
the Marx Bros.) . . . UA’s publicity de( Continued on page 38)
BOXOFFICE

ANOTHER
New

ROAD

York — The

unions either actively engaged in such organization or eyeing the situation closely.
While all plans are still in the formative
stage, it is understood that publicists in
the field may also be taken in.
Indications are that it may simmer down
to a jurisdictional brawl between the American Federation of Labor and the Committee for Industrial Organization.
Guild

. . . Ben Cohen, manager of Loew’s College in New Haven, Conn., has blossomed
forth as a playwright. His piece about

Ben

as Samuel Goldwyn’s eastern publicity
agent, succeeding Linton Wells, resigned

roadshow

May

Include

Publicists

With the CIO making overtures to gain
a foothold with its vertical unionism, it is
possible that the John L. Lewis forces may
dominate the field. The New York Newspaper Guild, recently affiliated with the
CIO, was to vote this week to take in theatre publicity men. The newly formed
American Advertising Guild, led by Merritt Crawford of the Grand National home
office publicity department, is contemplating a similar move under CIO sponsorship
in affiliation with the United Office and
Professional Workers of America.
The AFL is now represented with the
Theatrical Managers, Agents. & Treasurers,
Union No. 18032, which is making an intensive drive for membership among theatre managers, assistant managers, publicity
men and boxoffice treasurers. The drive is
understood to be in the hands of the International Alliance of Theatrical Stage
Employes.
Two

Independent

Unions

There are two organizations in the legitimate field, which, while not actively engaged in drawing upon film employes for
membership, carry a number of theatre
publicists on their lists. These are the
Theatrical Press Representatives of America, headed by Ben H. Atwell, formerly director of publicity for Columbia, and the
New York Theatrical Press Agents, with
Ray

Henderson, stage publicist, as president. Neither group is affiliated with national labor organizations.

Leefmans
New

York — Bert

to Precision
C. Leefmans

has

been

named

president of Precision Film Laboratories, succeeding Nick Tronolone, who resigned to take a position as technical advisor, laboratory and contact man for
Pathe Film Laboratories at Bound Brook,
N. J. Roscoe Hubbard, vice-president and
co-founder of Precision, has also resigned.

OPENING

second

York

advertising employes as well as other classifications of white collar workers in those
maze of confusion with six

eling of theatres in Philadelphia during
the past year has equaled that at the
height of the boom era, David Supowitz,
local architect who has designed a large
number of houses here, said this week.
Supowitz declared a change in size of
houses was the most interesting phenomenon of the situation. “Contrary to practice of past years,” he said, “the exhibitor
in most cases prefers a small theatre of
500 to 1,000 seats. There are several reasons why this is so.

Joe Vogel of Loew’s, is back from a London vacation . . . Harry Thomas, H. J.
Spies of Castle Films, George Raft and
Milton Berle were among the spectators
at the Louis- Braddock bout.

of New

office publicity and

fields is a

after July 1,

Philadelphia — Construction

York — Unionization

theatre and film home

FULL TIME TO WRITING
en-

gagement of “The Road Back” has been
set by Universal for Keith’s, Washington,
opening July 23. The world premiere was
at the Globe here late last week.

New

York — Bertram

Bloch,

head

of the

M-G-M

eastern story department, has resigned to devote his time to play and picture writing. No successor has been ap-

pointed.
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INDIVIDUAL

SAG Will Not Interfere

New

PICTURES

GETTING
GB’s STUDY
York — GB will release a smaller

number of pictures during 1937-38 and
may sell pictures individually instead of

in Players' Radio Pnrsuits

New York — Whatever hope exhibitors
might have had that the actors themselves, or their trade unions, would undertake to eliminate or curb complained
of abuses in their radio appearances was
shattered this week when Kenneth Thomson, executive secretary of the Screen Ac-

tors' Guild, declared that the Guild did
not intend to interfere with the film players’ radio activities. Thomson was here in
connection with establishing a closed shop
at eastern film .studios.
He

said that the Guild has no jurisdiction over radio, having promised Actors

Equity Ass’n, its stage affiliate, that whatever action it takes to enroll radio talent
groups

in union
accord.

would

Believe

Radio

obtain

Thomson said the screen actors’ union
has formulated no policy on film players’
radio appearances but is inclined to the
belief that they help the film stars.
“The

exhibitors

who

are

complaining

about

the stars’ broadcasts have never
any figures to prove their contentions,” he said. "There have been no
figures of grosses supplied by anyone to
prove or disprove opposing points of view
as to whether such appearances help or
hurt theatre attendance.

supplied

“But

I do know that Eddie Cantor’s pictures have quadrupled in gross since his

radio broadcasts began.”
He denied reports attributed to a guild
spokesman that Hollywood actors would
refuse to make contracts with producers
who bar them from the radio, at least so
far as Guild policy was concerned, again
stressing that the Guild “has no authority
whatever” over that medium.
Equity

Concerned

With

Wages

Actors’ Equity, which is seeking to unionize radio talent within its own organization or in an affiliate group, will be concerned with wages and labor conditions and
not with

any of the practices to which exhibitors object. Equity now is attempting

to enforce a policy of “adequate payment”
for guest stars who are Equity members,
which would embrace film players.
In

New

York late last week Ed Kuykendall, president of the MPTOA,
expressed pessimism over the film-radio tangle and declared that the actors cannot
be expected to give up a lucrative source
of income from radio.

Census Going Home
Philadelphia — With
the completion,
probably in ten days, of the 1935 census
cf business, the bureau of the census of
the

department of commerce now headquartering here will return to the Commerce Building in Washington. Fred A.
Gosnell has been in charge of the work
frcm this office.
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may

be

season

Will "Play Nice" Say
Burlesque Operators
New' York — On the theory that you can
catch more flies with molasses than vinegar, operators of what used to be burlesque
have abandoned court action and are planning a more genteel approach in order to
persuade the city fathers to restore their
licenses.

the Guild's

an Aid

in groups. While plans will not be definitely announced until the annual sales
convention here July 9-11, it is definite
that the company will have 12 pictures
from its own studios in England and there

It will take the form of submitting “a
program of reasonable assurance to public
officials that will eliminate all cause for
displeasure among the public,” according
to Nathaniel Phillips, attorney for the Minsky Bros. On Monday, Phillips signed a
discontinuance of his clients’ action in
N. Y. supreme court to compel License
Commissioner Moss to issue a license for
the exhibition of motion pictures and colored revues at the Oriental on Broadway.
Jurisdiction

Squabble

Arises

Meanwhile, a jurisdictional battle looms
between the American Federation of Actors
and

the Burlesque Artists’ Ass’n, both affiliated with the American Federation of
Labor, over which organization shall
take precedence in a new type of show
which the operators plan to stage in order
to receive the blessing of the license department.

and

said.
The panyfact

all will be delivered,
that

United

Washington — Grand
National Films,
Inc., stockholder meetings will be held
henceforth in Delaware, with elections on
July 3, beginning this year, the company
advised the securities exchange commission this week.
Translux Daylight Picture Screen Corp.
also advised the commission that its future meetings would be held the second
Wednesday in April instead of the same
day
the

in May. That firm notified the commission that its name had been changed to
Trans-Lux Corporation.

Artists

has

sold

of cancellations and rejections which reduces the original purchases is another influencing factor.
The annual convention was postponed
frcm

late this month to permit the arrival of two films to be shown to the

delegates. These are “Gangway,” the second Jessie Matthews production on the
current season’s program, and “Non Stop
New York,” the initial 1937-38 release.
July releases have been announced as
follows:

“The

Two

Solomon’s Mines,”
a Will,” July 26.

of Us,” July 10; “King
July 17; “Where

There’s

PHILADELPHIA UNIT
ISSUES STRIKE CALL
Philadelphia — The United Motion Picture Theatre Owners organization here has
called a .strike against Paramount. It has
instructed all members to sign no contracts for the coming season because of
what it terms the company’s
terms for 1937-38.

unfair

selling

The specific objection is to Paramount’s
placing ten pictures the group claims the
company was supposed to have released
during the current season, on the roster
for the next year.

Junior at Metro
Hollywood — Definite confirmation

came

this week of Carl Laemmle jr.’s contract to
produce for Metro at its Culver City studios. The announcement ended a long period of speculation during which his name
has been

connected

with

nearly every

ma-

jor firm.

Weather Legislation
(Continued

MEETING AND NAME
CHANGES ARE FILED

the com-

individual pictures successfully has impressed GB executives. The present policy

It all started when Mayor LaGuardia
suggested that the operators change the
name of the new expurgated burlesque
shows from “burlesque” to “follies.” The
BAA immediately charged an invasion of
its rights. Ralph Whitehead, executive
head of the AFA, claims a closed shop in
the old burlesque houses, while the BAA,
which controls the casts of the shows, insists that the proposed new shows will
still be burlesque, new name or not.

several from other British producers. GB sold 24 films in the current

from

page

31)

viding for the reconstruction of practically all devices and machinery in places of
amusement to insure safety: a matron for
every 35 children; two or more operators
in a

booth; a number of “unfair” competition measures: the taxing of all film,
original and duplicate, at the rate of one
cent per foot, and the regulation of radio
broadcasting advertising matter by the
motion picture division of the N. Y. state
education department.
of

The Delaney bill providing that no film
a deceased person could be publicly

shown within five years after the person’s
death unless consent was obtained from
the estate of the deceased also failed to

pass.
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IKICIHIIMOWID)
■pHE first Negro neighborhood theatre in
the south will be erected here at the
corner of 29th
man Theatres

and Q Sts. by the LichtCo. The theatre will be

called “The Robinson” for Bill Robinson,
former Richmonder who now enjoys national fame on stage and screen, and he
is expected to formally open the new house
on Labor Day. Seating 600, the theatre
will be completely modern both in design
and equipment.
The fight to halt the construction of
two theatres on the Northside which has
been in court for some time was lost by
John C. and Bessie J. Vorwerck when
Judge

Sutton in law and equity court entered an order sustaining a demurrer filed
by Rappahannock Theatre, Ine., and John
Goode, commissioner of revenue. The Vorwercks sought an injunction to halt construction of the theatres for which a
building permit had been issued and also
to prevent the commissioner of revenue
from granting them a license. One theatre
is being constructed by a group headed by
Charles A. Somma, Ben Pitts and Sam
Bendheim jr. The other house is being
constructed
open

by Elmer

Brient, former

ager for Loew’s. Both
in the early fall.

houses

man-

expect

to

Barney Frank’s son, Jim, has received a
scholarship to Columbia, where he is expected to play on Lou Little’s football team
next year . . . Julian Gordon of Newport
News is managing a theatre in California
for Pox-West Coast . . . Dick Frank, former Universal representative in this territory, and now managing the New Orleans
exchange for United
cent visitor.

Artists, was

a

re-

Joe Arcaro, operator of the Star and
Lincoln, opened his new Commonwealth
Grill last week . . . Nancy Carroll, movie
star, was in town between planes . . .
George Crozier transferred to Loew’s last
week as Herbert Hogwood took his place
at the Carillon.
Charles A. Somma motored up to Baltimore for the graduation exercises at Mt.
St. Joseph’s College as his son, Richard,
received his sheepskin . . . Morton G. Thalhimer, president of Neighborhood Theatres, Inc., was unable to attend the Virginia MPTO convention on account of sicknes . . . Charlie Somma has installed an
air conditioner in his office at the fair
grounds . . . Hal Lyons, theatre owner of
Franklin, Va., has purchased a summer
home at Virginia Beach.
The

corporation

commission

has

issued

a charter to Lyon’s State, Inc., Franklin.
Maximum
capital $15,000. H. J. Lyons,
president. Also to Boykins Theatre, Inc.,
Franklin, same capital and president. A
certificate of authority has also been issued to Carolina-Virginia Amusement
Corp., a North Carolina corporation. Principal offices in Virginia at Craddock.
Maximum capital $50,000.
Virginia’s latest priority, the Abingdon
Barter Theatre, fathered by Robert Porterfield, native Virginian, entered its fifth
season this summer.
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Griffis Compani] Reports
Operations
Operations in Para. Stock

New
York — Extensive stock market
operations in Paramount securities by a
stock exchange firm in which Stanton

Paramount Abandons
Stock Increase
New

York — Paramount

Griffis, chairman of Paramount’s executive
committee and a director, is a partner, and

Thursday

another

abandoned the proposal for an increase in its common stock from
4,500,000 to 6,000,000 shares as a result of stockholders objections at the
adjourned stockholders’ meeting and
lack of the necessary proxies. Barney Balaban, president, said that the
proposal will be submitted at sorne
future time. Scheduled for Thursday, the board meeting to elect officers was postponed to Monday,
June 28.

in which Maurice Newton, a Paramount director, is a partner, were disclosed
here this week in reports made to the Securities and Exchange Commission. Warner and Columbia transactions were reported by officials.
Hemphill, Noyes & Co. reported Griffis,
a partner, in March exchanged $573,000
principal amount of the 6 per cent bonds
of 1955 for new 3 'A convertible debentures,
sold $14,000, and bought $379,000, holding
none at the end of March. The firm
traded in and out during April in the new
3y4

MORE LOEW CHANGES
TRAIL CAPITAL SHIFT
Baltimore,

Md. — After

the

recent

an-

nouncement by Loew’s general manager,
Joseph R. Vogel, through City Manager
Bill Saxton, that Fred Greenway, Century
manager, would replace the post resigned
by Stanley Gosnell, manager of the State,
Boston, other changes were made known.
Irving Martin, assistant manager of the
Century, will temporarily assume Greenway’s duties under the supervisory eye of
Bill Saxton. Maurice Druker, assistant
manager of the Parkway here, will switch
to the assistant managership of Loew’s,
Syracuse. Robert Etchberger, now in this
capacity at the Syracuse house, will in
turn

take

Druker’s

Screen

former

position.

Diplomats

Irk

Washington — In accord with the more
vehement protests of the news fraternity
against Hollywood’s ungentlemanly screen
portrayals of their ilk, a mild rebuke for
the undignified film characterization of
ambassadors
issued

by

and

the

diplomatic

American

members

Foreign

Urges a State Theatre
Wilmington, Del. — A state theatre, operated for the public interests and benefits,
was advocated here by Miss Jeannette
director of WPA professional activities, as a solution to the problem of
offering permanent work to unemployed
players.

Eckman,

ENGLISH

PRODUCTION

New York — Warner will enter the London stage production field next season,
presenting at least six plays starting in
September. The productions will not be
staged in New York but will be made as
pictures in Hollywood.

with

a

net

decrease

of

sold $756,000, and bought $328,000 retaining $136,000, the net charge for the month
at the end of March.
Newton

Firm

Trade

Brisk

Hallgarten & Co., Maurice Newton, a partner and a director of Paramount, reported,
had a net increase of 4,500 shares of the
common in March, had a net increase of
5,000 in February, at the end of which
month the firm was short 4,500 shares. In
January the firm had a net decrease of
4,200 shares and a short position of 9,500.
The report states: “Hallgarten & Co., at all
times held sufficient shares of preferred
stock unconditionally convertible into common stock so as to be able to make delivery
against the minus (short) position shown.”
Some other smaller sales and purchases
were reported by the firm and it was also
shown that in March it received $209,000
principal amount of JVa per cent debentures in exchange for the old 6 per cent
bonds, and sold $110,000 of the debentures,
retaining $99,000 at the end of March.
Other

was

Serviee

Journal, official organ of the Foreign Service Ass’n of which Secretary of State Hull
is honorary president.

PLAN

debentures,

$46,000 at the month’s end retaining $90,000. In March the firm received $573,000
of the convertible debentures in exchange,

Warner

Transactions

Bros, reported

to SEC

that Jack

L. Warner, vice-president, during April
transferred $85,000 Warner optional 6 per
cent debentures pursuant to a property
settlement agreement, and held at the end
of April a total of $1,502,000
tures.

of the deben-

Harry Cohn, president of Columbia Pictures, sold series A purchase warrants for
coverage of 6,000 shares of common voting
trust certificates, and at the end of April
held 18,587.

Art Newman

Upped

New York — Art Newman, film salesman
for Grand National in the local territory,
has taken charge of the company’s Albany
branch. Newman
replaces Cleve Adams
who has been transferred as manager in
Cleveland.
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Summer Closings
Fewer in Met Area
New

York

—

Summer

closings,

usually

heavy at this time of the year in and
around New York, are considerably under
those in 1936, it was said this week by the
Film Board of Trade. Reason given is the
increase in air-conditioning installations.
The Criterion, East Rockaway, L. I., has
been taken over by David P. Sammon.
Percy Brown operated previously.
The Kameo, Bronx, is now being operated by Herbert Richard Co., Inc., of which
Max Suderov is vice-president.
Murray Luntz has taken over the lease
on the State, Asbury Park, N. J.
The Fort Lee, Fort Lee, N. J., will reopen
July 1.
The New Amsterdam on West 42nd St.,
Manhattan, was to have opened over the
weekend as another “grind” unit of the
Max Cohen circuit.
The Filmarte, West 58th St., Manhattan,
has closed for the summer. It will reopen
in September with a continuation of its
foreign film policy.

SUMMER SHUTS DOWN
TWO SHORTS PLANTS
New

York — The

seasonal

shut-downs

among the principal studios producing
shorts in the east started on Saturday,
the Warner-Vitaphone plant in Brooklyn
and the Educational’s General Service studio closing temporarily.
The Vitaphone plant will remain idle for
ten weeks, longer than in previous years,
while Educational expects to resume production July 12.

Ask Tax Review
Washington — Adolphe

Menjou

asked the

board of tax appeals to review the $30,081
assessed him in 1934 giving as grounds the
fact that the federal tax collector should
have taken into consideration his earnings were mainly due to sartorial excellence, and therefore allowed for the important essentials such as wardrobe, fashion magazines, books and hair dressing
costs. His wife, Verree Teasdale, asks review of $938 levied the same year.

Metro Summer
New

York — Headed

by

Fare
roadshow

at-

tractions, the list of Metro summer releases includes “Captains Courageous,”
“Parnell,” “A Day at the Races,” “The
Emperor’s Candlesticks,” “Broadway Melody of 1938,” “Married Before Breakfast,”
“Umbrella Man,” “Between Two Women”
and “Topper.”

PRE-RELEASE
New

FOR

"MINES"

York — Set for general

release July

17, GB’s “King Solomon’s Mines” will be
pre-released at the Roxy here July 2.

36

Good Business Outlook
for Industry
New

York — Increased

^HE farewell soiree tossed at the Century,
before Fred Greenway’s exit to the Hub
city, numbered among prominent guests.
Carter Barron, Bill Saxton, Rodney Collier,

attendance

expected because of higher wages
and shorter hours being effected in
industry generally, the expectation
of higher admission prices and continuous efforts being made to improve film quality are factors creating a universally optimistic fall business outlook for the motion picture
industry, according to the Dow-Jones
financial service.
“Earnings of the motion picture
industry in the midst of the dull
summer season are holding well at a
level comfortably above a year ago,
though below that of the preceding

Publicity Ace Lou Brown, Parkway’s
Charles McLeary, Irving Martin, Eleanor
Klein and a small army of ushers and
Loew’s employes.
Bill Saxton, incidentally, just returned
from a vacation on the coast, and Mrs.
Saxton is en route home . . . His father-inlaw, Sam Bache, known as Lou Rome’s
astute partner, is also fresh back from the
west with the Mrs. . . . Son Leon Bache
brought the brand new little lady from
their Los Angeles wedding down through
the canal and therice by devious route into
their Baltimore dwelling . . . M. A. Mechanic, of the New, is another back from
the Golden State where he attended the
2Qth Century-Fox meet and there not only
learned about the 37-38 product, but took
up horseback riding!

three months,” Dow-Jones said, with
reference to earnings of the film
companies.
Higher admission prices are expected in the fall to balance higher
production costs, it was reported.

COLUMBIA U. OFFERS
FILM STUDY COURSE
New

York — Recognizing

films

as

“a

mass art profoundly characteristic of the
present and a social force of growing magnitude,” Columbia University has established an academic division to offer a 20week course to be known as Film Study
starting in the fall.
Functioning through the university extension, the course will be under the direction of Dr. James C. Egnert with Dr.
Russell Potter as chairman of the advisory group. Among the speakers announced
for the series of 20 Wednesday evenings
at the McMillin Academic Theatre are

Fritz Lang, William de Mille, Gilbert Seldes, William J. Fadiman, Mark Van Doren,
Julian Bryan and Morris Ernst.
Supplementing this course, which will
be for the layman, will be a 28-week
course on films to be given in cooperation
with the Museum of Modern Art Film Library. This will be under the supervision
of John Abbott, director of the Film Library, and Iris Barry, curator, and will be
limited to 30 students.

Short Session!
Trenton,

N. J. — The

legislature which

is

scheduled to convene here June 28 after
a brief recess is not expected to consider
any bills, confining itself to a one-day discussion of setting a date for a later special session. There is only one measure
relating to the motion picture industry;
that of “divorcing” the theatre interests
of producers and distributors.
NEW
New

ADVISORY

AIDES

York — Mrs. Jesse M. Bader

of Man-

hattan and Mrs. Lloyd A. Rider of Brooklyn, both active in eastern film and educational organizations for many years,
have been named to the advisory group of
the motion picture council of the National
Board of Review.

Izzy Rappaport, Hippodrome impresario, stopped by the windy city on his
transcontinental return trip and viewed the
Louis-Braddock mix-up . . . Bernie Seaman
and Ted Routson, his righthand men, are
taking care of local manipulations . . . Lou
Brown and News-Post feature writer, Rita
Swann, implanted the Loew’s Hollywood
talent winners on train for their film city
visit . . . Keith’s Lawrence Schanberger
is off for breezy Atlantic City with the
wife and kiddies . . . Fred Schanberger jr.
spent a short stopover with renowned
Washington newsman, Mike Flynn, former
managing editor of the Herald.
Moe Kohn will take over the Fine Arts
Theatre on Howard St., and after redecorations will open in the fall with culture
photoplays . . . Pete Rosian, formerly Universal’s local sales gent, now talks Harry
Brown’s Grand National product . . . The
Howard Theatre’s owner, Sam Saltz, lies
abed with strained ligaments in the leg
just because he felt the summer urge and
did a hook slide in swiping second on the
sandlots.
The Rome offices’ booker, Eddie Kimpel,
has moved into the summer home at Round
Bay and five-year-old Eddie jr. is brown
as a berry . . . Doris Hunter of these same
offices is also tanned sweetly from the
vacation in nearby Maryland . . . Which
reminds that Miss Audrey Eichhorn, their
charming greeter, has just changed her
title to Mrs. C. D. Smith.

Sixth for Lust
Washington — Bringing

the

total to six

theatres operated under the direction of
Sidney Lust in this territory, announcement
was made of another, unnamed as yet, to
be erected on the Washington-Baltimore
Blvd. at Hyattsville, Md. A 1,140-seat
house, it will be included in a project with
seven stores designed by John Eberson,
with a 400-car parking lot in the rear.
The Arcade is the present Lust house in
Hyattsville.
BOXOmCE
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Warner Philly Circuit
^HE beaches seem to be definitely the
Thing for vacationing local showdom
. . . big chief “Angie” Ratto has taken to
the quiet sands of Colonial Beach, Va., and
there among his friends rests, heedless of
the Palace Theatre or Assistant Manager

and gifts by independents, is now going for the games with a vengeance.
Its latest move in this direction is

Stanley Barlup — temporarily keeping head
watch . . . The Dan Terrells banish cares
at Bethany Beach (on Dan’s home eastern short Maryland), and the Warner ballyhoo artist, once winner of the Carnegie
medal for risking his neck to save a life,
will teach Tim “The wonder dog” how to
swim pooch fashion . . . Paul Wall, Metro
contract dept., after bar exams at National College of Law, cools the fevered
brow

in Atlantic

City’s briny waves.

Frances Popp of Paramount is an exception, having caught the train for the
biggest town and a vacation among the
brightest bulbs . . . Al Miller, 20th-Fox
ad sales, putters around the family gas
buggy and takes to the open road for his
holiday trip . . . Helen Bizar and Miss
won’t
Benfer, Paramount misses, stolidy
tell their leave plans . . . Sara Young,
having browsed through Grand Canyon,
Yosemite, the entire Rocky Mountain region, not to mention Chicago and main
points from the gold coast to the nation’s
capitol, i sback, tanned to a pretty hue
and just as charming . . . And Sol S or kin
moons around Keith’s with never a smile
since the Mrs. and the baby Sorkin duet
have left for a summer in Neiv York.
News that Mrs. Rudolph Berger is in
George Washington hospital convalescing
after an appendectomy ... As is Henry
husband of Bertha Boyd of Paramount’s booking department . . . Metro’s
Marjorie Dermody is back at the air-cooled exchange — sans tonsils . . . Buck Wilder, genial chief of Virginia’s MPTO, is
recovering from a recent illness . . . Incidentally, rumor has it that Hunter Perry,
Publix official, will take over the Radium
Theatre, down Cape Charles Virginia way
. Eddie Fontaine is in Cleveland at the
bedside of his son who is suffering from
concussion of the brain brought on by an
auto mix-up in Milwaukee.

Boyd,

Chairman Archie Engel’s box and bingo
party at the Variety Club was more than
a success . . . Paramount’s new hello lady
is Katherine Kitchen . . . Hew to the local
Metro offices, Edward Renick, exploitation
expert, is here from Hew York . . . Ace
newsreel wizard. Bob Denton, has just returned from Wilmington and the Dupont
estate where he will later kodak the Du
Pont-Roosevelt nuptials ... Joe Kaliski
must wait two more weeks for the GB
Hew York
poned.

meet, now

Joe “Sucker for a Circus” Conway claims
he has already caught six big tent shows
this season. He’s gone as far as Trenton
and the shore . . . Harry Fried’s completely
renovated Lawndale has opened under

addition of “Ducky” in 17 houses.
This is a children’s game, sold for
Saturday matinees, and distributed
through Dave Molliver.

RKO PROMOTES
MEMBERS

management of Dave Titleman . . . Sol
Lewis is now operating the Edgemont.
Whoopee time is here again, with all the
boys sending wives away on vacations . . .

SALES
AT MEET

one WB manager heard to remark, “I wish
I could get a raise so I could send my wife

Los Angeles — Honors and promotions
earned by RKO representatives were made
by General Sales Manager Jules Levy at
the company’s annual
held here last week.

sales

convention

Charles Boasberg was upped from salesman to manager at the Buffalo office;
B. G. Kranze, from salesman in the New
York office to Albany exchange manager;
W.

J. McShea, from home office representative to the home office staff in charge

of branch operations assisting A. A. Schubart, and Mark Plottel, from manager t
Winnipeg to manager at Montreal.
Named as new members in the salesmen’s 100 per cent club were J. J. McFadden jr. and Ely Epstein, Philadelphia; E. T.
Carroll and Jack Ellis, New York, and J. G.
Chinell, Buffalo.

COLUMBIA DECLARES
DIVIDEND IN STOCK

away,

too”

. . . Monogram’s

Phil Wolfson

going cilled
to in for
do athe
double
The rabbi’s
fall . act.
. . Variety
Club penwill
move to the Bellevue on September 1 . . .
Contractor Sam Golder tossed a big party
for all who had anything
ing of the new Savoia.

to do with build-

Bill Devonshire has transferred his allegiance to Preferred . . . And Herman
Silverman farewells the Liberty Theatre to
join up with Grand national . . . Grand
national, incidentally, has moved to a site
next door to its old spot, which will be
torn down to make way for Columbia.
Fay’s

manager

Sid Stanley

is threaten-

ing she
drastic
actionherontactics.
cute wife
unless
changes
He ‘Bimi’
complains
that whenever he takes her with him to
buy a show for his vaudfilmer she rocks
with glee at all the old gags and claps till

directors this week

her hands ache. Owner of the show, seeing this, ups the ante. Then, when Sid

declared a semi-annual dividend of 21/2
per cent on the common stock, payable

and Bimi get outside (after he’s bought
the unit at more than he wanted to pay)

in common stock on August 23 to stockholders of record August 9.
Holders of voting trust certificates will

she

receive

The argument
did you?”Motion
United

New

York — Columbia

this dividend in voting trust certificates and cash will be paid for fractional shares of common stock or voting
trust certificates based on the closing bid
price of the certificates on the New York
stock exchange on August 9.

says, “I didn’t

over

think

it was

so hot,

between Columbia
Picture Theatre

and the
Owners

a non- theatrical situation at Bridgeport. Pa., has been settled, according to

Contact,

official bulletin of the latter or-

ganization.

DO YOU NEED A DLOWER THIS SUMMER?
BRAND NEW BLOWERS
— 20.000 C. F. M. —

With "V" Belt and Pulleys
ONLY

that it has been post-

$

Joe Cohan proudly displays his convention magazine. The Dynamo, which shows
his merry visage on about every page . . .
20th-Pox Chief Sam Wheeler modestly admits that the technicolor coronation threereeler is absolutely tops in super-colossal
film merchandise and his local exhibs
pounding

A big
window
disic’s “Hit
Republ
scored on
HIT wasrecently.
JS^ Parade”
play for the picture in the Vine St. office
of the exchange was smashed to bit when
a car came through the plate glass.

Goes for "Games"

Philadelphia — The Warner circuit
here, which for years has consistently
protested against the use of games

the exchange
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Veto Weakened bij Permit
for Dog Racing at Fair
New

York — Despite

Governor

Lehman’s

veto of the Hall dog racing bill at the recent legislative session, New York exhibitors’ efforts during the last four years to
keep dog racing out of this area may ultimately come to naught. This is because
a provision which would permit the sport
at the New York world’s fair of 1939 was
quietly slipped through the closing days of
the session at Albany, catching theatre
men and other dog racing foes off guard.
The development putting this competitive threat in the back yard of Greater
New York exhibitors was disclosed this
week when it was revealed that the governor had signed a bill giving the World’s
Fair Corp. the widest possible powers in
creating a separate municipality embracing the 1,200-acre fair area in nearby
Flushing Meadow Park, Queens.
The act would permit dog racing and
pari-mutuel betting on horse races at the
fair grounds.
May

When

Amend

Governor

Constitution

Lehman

vetoed the Hall

bill he explained that the pari-mutuel betting the measure sought to establish was
unconstitutional and suggested that it be
taken up at the 1938 constitutional convention.
That

such action will be taken is conceded in view of the state administration’s
friendliness with the executive personnel
of the fair corporation, headed by Grover
Whalen, which, of course, seeks all possible revenue. Assuming that the state
constitution is amended to permit parimutuel betting, which is tantamount to
the establishment of dog race tracks, the
amendment would be submitted to the
voters for ratification in the fall of 1938,
which would bring it before the January,
1939, legislature for adoption.
It is regarded as a quirk of fate that
just when the long and costly uphill battle
on the part of exhibitor groups to dispose
of this threat to established amusements
seemed successful, a provision legalizing it
was slipped through the hopper without
any objection.
Meanwhile, eight men associated with
dog racing in Nassau County are out on
$1,500 bail for a hearing June 28 in Garden City, L. I. They were arrested three
days after the Nassau Kennel Club began
operation of its dog track at the Mineola
fair grounds, and were charged with permitting gambling and recording of bets.

York — Paramount

is said

to

York

—

United

Artists

has

WARNER MAY STAGE
PLAY BASED ON FILM
New

York — Warner,

which

recently

be

an-

nounced plans for entering the London
stage production field by backing six plays
there in the fall, is contemplating a Broadway stage production this fall based on the
recently-completed picture, “They Won’t
Forget.” This reversal of the usual procedure of producing a film based on a
stage play would also be an opposition
move to the gentleman’s agreement still
in force among film companies to refrain
from backing plays while the new Dramatists’ Guild contract is in effect.
Although there is nothing definite about
the new project, Mervyn LeRoy, producer
and director of the film, is planning a
trip here next week to make the necessary arrangements for the stage version,
which he may direct himself.
The latest picture buy made by Warner was the Abbott-Dunning production,
“Brother Rat,” for a reported $150,000.
This current play was one of those backed
by Warner under an arrangement made
prior to the new Dramatists’ Guild contract. Others were “Boy Meets Girl” and
“Three Men on a Horse,” both smash hits,
and “Sweet River,” which ran less than
a week and lost nearly $50,000.
George Abbott may go to the west coast
to direct “Brother Rat” and possibly other
productions for Warner as part of his own
producing unit activity for the company.

Washington — More

selling 37 percentage pictures on the new
season schedule as compared to 30 sold
on that basis last year. Terms for the new
group will range from 25 to 35 per cent.

38

New

agreed to accept taxation of its film
rentals in New Jersey under the New
York City one-tenth of one per cent
business tax as a result of a hearing before the emergency revenue division this iveek. The company protested that the levy applies to business d07ie in New York state only.
The city gave UA the choice of being
treated as an agent, with the tax to
apply to commissions earned, or to
be regarded as a separate entity, for
which the tax would be levied on
total reeeipts. UA chose the forrner
classificatio?i.

than asors
score" of
Many Are "Cen

More Para. Percenters
New

UA Will Pay Tax on
Jersey Rentals

ap-

plications have been received for the vacancy in the state board of motion picture censors in Virginia occasioned by the
death of R. C. L. Moncure, it was revealed
this week. Attorney General A. P. Stales,
will make the appointment.

BROADWAY
(Continued

from page 33)

partment has been temporarily shunted to
the sixth floor while an air-conditioning
plant goes in .. . Several hundred people
marooned in the Patchogue, L. L, theatre
when the lights went out had their sense
of security restored when the local fire
department went to their rescue with its
floodlight truck.
For the first time in four consecutive
years, the Warner Club got a break in the
weather for its boat ride and outing to
Bear Mountain Wednesday. Aside from
nursing sore limbs and relieving over-fed
stomachs, most of the attention was centered upon one Camille Garrity, winner
of an office-wide popularity contest, and
star of a motion picture record of the trip.
Harry Mayer, Ed Hinchy, Max Blackman,
R. W. Budd, Harold Rodner, Louis Aidrich, A. W. Schwalberg, J. T. Holmes,
Irving Birnbaum and Marie Carol comprised the arrangement committee.
Those odd gyrations going on between
H. Spencer Berg and his three-year-old
daughter have been solved. H. Spencer
referred us to a story whereby the California Osteopathic Ass’n attributed the
dexterity and dancing grace of Ginger
Rogers and Fred Astaire to the fact that
both are knock-kneed.
Lou Brown, Loew’s Baltimore press
agent, informed the home office in a rather
routine way that he was going to preview
“Captains Courageous” aboard a boat in
Baltimore harbor. Later word trickled in
that Francis Deering had the same thing
in mind for Houston critics. Not to be outdone, Sam Gilman in land-bound Harrisburg wired Oscar Doob that he has arranged to screen the film in the YMCA
Riehard and Al Fiedler, both formerly
pool.
associated with Empire Laboratories here,
have takeyi positions to manage the Telco
Corp. plant on the coast . . . Isidore Welt
of the Rosenblatt-W elt circuit, spent the
week cruising to and from Havana . . . Joe
Hornstein, J. E. Robin, M. Hurley, Wally
Katz and I. R. Perse made up the Gotham
contingent to the Independent Theatre
Supply Dealers’ Assn, convention in Chicago this week . . . Herbert J. Ochs, Warner’s southern and western sales manager,
has brought his wife and five ehildren up
from Atlanta and established them in Rye,
N. Y.
Harry Seigel of the Little Carnegie Playhouse has turned over the problem of
booking to his patrons. First choices submitted on a questionnaire are exhibited
according to the number of requests . . .
Mrs. Louis Copelan, mother of Herb Copelan, Warner’s Atlantic City zone manager,
is convalescing at Mount Sinai Hospital
in New York after an operation . . . The
local ITOA has changed its plans for its
“all industry” outing at Bear Mountain.
Now it’s Tuesday, July 72, instead of the
21st. The good ship Alexander Hamilton
has been chartered to assure “privacy.” . . .
Al Margolies of GB brings the somewhat
distant tidings that Ecce Homo Toto and
(Continued on next page)
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Ask Longer Films
to Restrain Duals
Philadelphia — To keep Philadelphia predominately in the single-feature column,
United Motion Picture Theatre Owners
here has passed a resolution demanding
that producers make longer features.
They claim that many films now being
sent to exhibs are so short they practically
demand the dual treatment.
In this connection they also ask that a
20 per cent cancellation clause be wricten
into contracts.

CHAPLIN WINS SUIT
TO HALT REPRINTING
New
York — Unauthorized distribution
and reproduction of old Chaplin films by
Mogul! Bros. Corp. of New York has been
perpetually forbidden by decree of Judge
Vincent L. Leibell in federal court here.
The corporation and Charles, Leo and
Peter Mogull were ordered to deliver all
publicity matter
resentatives.
Chaplin

brought

(Continued

from

Chaplin’s

the suit to prevent

repal-

leged “bootlegging” of prints of “The Kid”
and “Shoulder Arms” by unauthorized distributors.
Dismissal

BROADWAY

to Charlie

to Columbia

Cohn and other company executives brought by John L. Loeb was unanimously upheld late last week by the appellate division of the N. Y. supreme court.
action was over an option to buy

“King Solomon’s Mines.” The first named,
we are happy to announce, is Latin for

The

“This Complete Man.”
dubbed Wattaman.

ed he failed to exercise due to “wrongiUl acts” on the part of the defendants
which caused the value of the stock to
decline.

Albertson

has

he v,?ould be

left the

cast

of

“Brother Rat” for Hollywood and a film
for Warner to return in six weeks . . .
Among eastern winners in the Boy Scout
Essay contest conducted by Paramount in
connection with “The Plainsman.” is Harry W. Born of Merchantsville. N. J. He
gets a trip to the Washington, D. C., Scout
Jamboree for his efforts.
Leonard Sillman, producer of “New
Paces,” the original stage production of
that title, has joined Dudley Murphy’s
new Associated Artists as associate producer and director . . . Honorary degrees
being what they are, Bing Crosby grabbed
himself one from Gonzaga University in
Spokane, Wash.
Eddie Cantor has been elected president
of the Jewish Theatrical Guild for the
coming year. Other officers are: George
Jessel, Fred Block, Sam H. Harris, William
Morris jr., Dr. Hugo Reisenfeld and A. A.
Jailer, vice-presidents; Abe Lastfogel,
treasurer; Nat Lefkowitz, assistant treasurer; Sam Forrest, financial secretary;
Ferguson, executive secretary; William D. Weinberger, chairman of the board
of trustees, and Dr. Leo Michel, chairman of the relief committee.

voting trust certificates, which

Infringement

Federal Ticket Gouge
Extended Two Years
Washington — Continuance of the
federal admissio7i tax for two years
from July 1 awaits only the formality
of Preside7it Roosevelt’s signature.
The senate late Thursday passed the
original administration Doughton

: : June

claim-

Returns

York — The $500,000 copyright infringement suit brought by Irving Gielow
against Warner and M. Witmark & Sons,
Warner music subsidiary, was this week
restored to the trial calendar by Federal
Judge Knox. Gielow charges that his
songs, “Flirtation Walk,” “I Can’t Believe,”
and “Mr. and Mrs. Is the Name” were iniringed in the Warner picture, “Flirtation
Walk.” The action was removed from the
trial calendar in May, 1936, to allow for
the taking of depositions of witnesses in
California.

City Tax Passes
Philadelphia — A four per cent tax on
admissions was passed here Thursday by
the city council. A franchise tax on
marquees also was imposed. Other revenue
measures concerning the trade, which
will include a levy on billboards, will come
before the council on July 8.

N. J. Allied Meet
New York — A three-day annual convention of the New Jersey Allied unit will be
held in Atlantic City, starting September
21, according

Confirms

Award

New York — The appellate
last week confirmed a lower

division late
court award

cf $33,000 to Sam Liggett, Universal salesman of the New York exchange, against
the city of New York, involving the death
of Liggett’s father, which was allegedly
due to negligence on the part of the city.
Ousts

Patent

Suit

to information from
ganization’s headquarters here.

EMANUEL

BOASBERG

the or-

DIES

Buffalo, N. Y. — Emanuel Boasberg, 71year-old tobacco merchant, died here on
Tuesday, the day before the funeral of
his nephew, A1 Boasberg, who died in Hollywood on Friday, was held here. A delegation of Variety Club members, headed
by Chief

Appellate

Barker

Jacob

Lavene,

were

orary pallbearers at A1 Boasberg’s
CAPITAL

BOOKER

hon-

funeral.

DEAD

Washington — Miss Betty M. (Ada) Rose,
booker for Trio productions, died June 21
at her home. Miss Rose began in film
work with the Real-Art Co. a score of
years ago. Her later work was with the
Independent Film Co., Progress Film Co.
and finally Trio.

New York — Federal Judge John Knox
this week dismissed the suit of Cinema
Patents Co., Inc., against 20th CenturyFox for failure to prosecute. The complaint
charged infringement of patents for developing and processing and asked an injunction and damages.
Roxy

Wins

Damage

Suit

Nev/ York — A $120,000 damage suit for
personal injuries brought against the Roxy
Theatre here by Lucy and George Rebb
was dismissed this week by Federal Judge
John Knox for failure to prosecute.

“nuisance tax” bill shortly after it
had rejected its own finance committee’s amendment limiting the extension to one year. The measure already had been passed by the house
without amendment. The bill taxes
theatre grosses ten per cent on all
admissions above 40 cents.

Case

Loeb

New

Dave

BOXOFFICE

headed by Nathan D. Golden, motion picture expert for the department many years.
The motion picture trade heretofore has
been an appendage to other commerce
department divisions.

Upheld

Harry

page)

Makubalo Hlubi, two South African chieftains, have been selected for the cast for

Frank

Washington — An entirely separate division to handle motion picture industry affairs will be established within the department of commerce by July 1, according to
sources close to that government agency.
The same sources said that it would be

New York — A lower court dismissal of
a $200,000 suit against Columbia Pictures,

preceding

Here

Separate
Division for Films

20 Days
New

to File

Answer

York — Western Electric, AT&T,
and Erpi were given 20 days to file answers when Federal Judge Knox late last
week denied their motion to dismiss the
$6,000,000 Pacent Electric anti-trust suit.
The defendants alleged no cause of action
was stated.

SEC Revamp Rein Plea
Raps Paramount
Washington

—

Reco7nme7idatio7is

for revision of laws relatmg to personnel and activity of stockholder
protective committees was adva7iced
Mo7iday to Congress by the securities exchange commissio7i, which
cited the Paramoimt reorganization
as a7i example pointing the 7ieed of
such legislatio7i.
The

report

criticized

the

alleged

co7inectio7i between the old Paramou7it setup a7id bankers m the reva7nping proceedmgs a7id flayed the
“influe7ice” of the ba7iki7ig firm of
Kulm-Loeb in protective committee
affairs.
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are sometimes hard
to face...butafterati
they are facts !
K DVERTISING
EASTERN

EDITION

Covering

New York, Albany, Philadelphia, Washington, and Buiialo
Territories.

MIDEAST

EDITION

Covering Detroit, Cleveland,
burgh, Cincinnati Territories.
CENTRAL

Chicago, St. Louis, Milwaukee, Indianapolis Territories.

EDITION

Covering Kansas City, Minneapolis,
Des Moines, Omaha Territories.

WESTERN

EDITION

Covering

San

Francisco,

Los

An-

geles, Seattle, Portland, Salt Lake,
Denver Territories.

SOUTHERN

necessary to sell Boston, if you are after business in San Francisco. We can give you

money, whether you're advertising a projection machine, chairs, pictures or anything
salable that the industry uses. Advertising
in BOXOFFICE besides giving you a New
Deal assures a Sguare Deal and full value
It's a fact!

Covering Dallas, Atlanta, Memphis,
New Orleans, Charlotte, Oklahoma
City Territories.
NEW

ENGLAND

EDITION

Covering Boston
Territories.

and

New

Haven

if you de-

sire it. But if you don't want it: Use ONLY
WHAT YOU WANT! Only in BOXOFFICE
can you get this special sectional advertising
that enables you to get the most for your

for your money!

EDITION

like radio

advertising, offers SPOT COVERAGE. It
is not necessary to advertise to Minneapolis,
if you are out to sell Boston only. Nor is it

National Advertising and coverage

EDITION

Covering

MIDWEST

Pitts-

in BOXOFFICE,

The Pulse of the Motion Picture^Indu%trg

NEW YORK: 561 Fifth Avenue
KANSAS CITY: 4704 East Ninth St.
CHICAGO: 908 So. Wabash Ave.
HOLLYWOOD: 6404 Hollywood Blvd.

analyzing

coming

Each

ritODCCTIONS

FKOM

THE

BOXOFFICE

ANGLE

Exploitation Preview Is Arranged Conveniently for Clipping and Filing for Future Reference.

ARTISTS

AND

MODELS

—PARAMOUNT
'riu* (iist: Ja<k Renny, Ida Lupiiio, Gail Patri^'k. Kidiard Alien,
Itcm Blue, Judy Oaiio\a, Jerry Berg'eii. L’ecil ( 'uiiniughain. liedd i
n<)pi)er. I'nnald Meek, Peter Arno. John La (iatta, Russell Patterson, Rube Goldlierg-. Arthur William Brown. Vacht Club BoysProihieer: Lewis Genslcr. Director: Raoul Walsh.
Original: Sig
llerzig, Gene Thackery. Photographer: Victor Milner.

What

it's about:

Mac’s (Jack Benny)
a new and welcome lease
send Silverware account
Silver Girl and have her

anemic advertising agency is given
on life when Mac lands ihe Townwith his plan to pick a Townsend
elected queen of the coming Artists

and Models Ball. Paula (Ida Lupino), Mac’s favorite model,
wants the job, but Allan Townsend (Dick Arlen) insists that
she must be a society girl like his fiance Cynthia (Gail Patrick). Paula goes to Palm Beach, poses as a society girl, meets
and captivates Allan and gets his promise that she will be the
queen. In the meantime Cynthia has fallen for Mac and
talked him into marrying her, leaving the way open for Paula
and Allan to get married, which they do.

WHAT

to do and

HOW

to do it:

Here’s a picture loaded to the gunwales with potent boxoffice names, from nearly every field of the entertainment
world. Jack Benny and Judy Canova are both radio favorites
— Ben Blue and the Yacht Club Boys are stage and night club
stars — Ida Lupino, Gail Patrick and Richard Arlen are screen
stars of importance. In addition the picture marks the first
screen appearances of six of the most noted of present day
artists — John LaGatta, Russell Patterson, Rube Goldberg,
Arthur William Brown, Peter Arno and McClelland Barclay.
Taking a cue from the title, dress the help in berets and
artist’s smocks. Build a large compo board artist’s palette for
the lobby, superimposing art heads of the cast members over
the paint blotches.

ART

SCHOOL

TIEUPS

Use the presence in the film of the six artists to get a
tieup with a local art school or school art class. Arrange to
sponsor a drawing contest among the students, using pictures
of the cast members for models, and awarding prizes of
artist’s materials promoted at a local dealer’s shop.
Radio tieups can be made on Benny and his Jello program, spotting announcements after the program through the
local stations. Grocery store tieups on Jello ads can also be
arranged.
In one of the sequences for the film Miss Lupino is shown
aboard a luxurious airliner, flying to Palm Beach. Use stills
showing this scene for a tieup with an airline company.
Arrange a tieup with local jewelry stores on a display of
silverware, using stills from the picture which show ads of
the Townsend Silverware.

CONTACT

GOWN

SHOPS

Other stills showing the svelte figured models can be used
for tieups with gown shops and with drug stores on a plug
for reducing aids. In the latter tieup work in a plug for the
six artists on their requirements for the ideal female figure.
Ballyhoo

the film by hiring

a quick sketch

lobby, having him sketch patrons at
panied by a coupon given with every
Tieups can also be made on Judy
radio Hillbilly sketch, who makes her

artist for the

half price when accomtheatre ticket.
Canova, famous for her
first film appearance.

Adlines:
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Stars
He

o'
Met

Together

LANCER

SPY

— 20TH CENTURY-FOX
'I'he ('ast: George Sanders, J)oIores I.tel Kio, Teter Lorre,
Lionel
Atwill, Sig Rumann, Virginia Kield, Kritz Feld, Joseph Sehildkraut,
Maurice Moseovitch, Lester Mattliews, Luther Adler. Producer:
Samuel Fngel. Director: Gregory Ratoft. Original Story: Marte McKenna. Photography: Barney McGill.

What

it's about:

His resemblance to Baron von Rohbach (George Sanders),
captured German officer, causes Lieutenant Bruce (George
Sanders) to be mustered into a daring plan of impersonation
whereby he can learn of a German offensive. Bruce goes into
Germany and is hailed as a hero by General von Meinhardi
(Maurice Moseovitch). Lieutenant Hollen (Sig Rumann) and
his assistant Gruning (Peter Lorre), heads of the German
espionage system, become suspicious and set trap after trap
for Bruce. They put Daria Sunnell (Dolores Del Rio) on
his trail, but she falls in love with him. Von Meinhardi dies
just as Bruce is about to learn his plans, and Bruce makes a
daring raid of his offices to steal them. Escaping, he is
trailed by Hollen, but flees to England, safety and praise.
WHAT

to do and

HOW

to do it:

Billed on the 20th Century-Fox production schedule as
one of the studio’s most elaborate productions for the coming year, this contains a strong cast of proven draw names and
is laid against a World War background. Give George Sanders the top spot, although he has appeared in only a few
pictures previously, chiefly “Lloyds of London,” and award
credits to Lionel Atwill, Dolores Del Rio and Peter Lorre.
"SOLDIERS" AS "PICKETS"
Have a pair of “soldiers” do “sentry duty” on the sidewalk in front of the theatre, and dress the marquee up with
sand-bag battlements and barbed-wire. Promote a lobby display of World War souvenirs from the local American Legion
post and veterans.
The picture is based on the novel by Marte McKenna, who
was a Belgian spy during the war. Tie up with bookstores and
prepare a large compo-board “book” for the lobby with portraits of the cast studding its cover. The dual-role angle in
the story can be emphasized by preparing two life-sized portraits of Sanders, one as a German officer, the other as an
English soldier, and standing them face-to-face in a prominent
corner.
Attire ushers in military costume. With each ticket sold
at the boxoffice give a “passport” admitting patrons through
the “German lines.” These passports can be printed up also
for the mailing list, urging patrons who come to the theatre
to bring them with them as a “precaution.”
Tieups can be made with distributors of Venetian blinds
on the spy angle, with copy suggesting that Venetian blinds
will protect from peering eyes. Make tieups on these “spy”
angles with optometrists — “Spies need sharp eyes — and so does
the modern business man.”
Stills are available showing Sanders being given a closecropped haircut. Use these in barber-shop tieups. Obtain stills
in which Sanders is being given first-aid treatment for a
wounded arm, in the trenches, and make them the center of
a drug-store display of first-aid kits, tape and bandages.
SPORT SERIES TIEUP
Sanders is an expert at “savate,” or French foot-boxing.
A local sports editor might be approached to run a series of
expository articles on this difficult sport, illustrated with pictures showing the important positions taken. Perhaps a contest could be arranged on the stage of the theatre.
Run a picture puzzle in connection with advertising for
the film, captioned “Find the ‘Lancer Spy’ — captured by the
enemy!” Promote a contest with a local newspaper in which
a series of words are sprinkled through the classified ads.
When found and placed in their right order they bring to light
a cryptic message having to do with the picture. Free tickets
should be given solvers.
Adlines:
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BETWEEN

TWO

WOMEN

— METRO-GOLDWYN-MAYER
The Cast: Franchot Tone, Maureen O’Sullivan, Virginia Bruce, liCnnard Penn. Cliff Edwards, Janet Beecher, Charles Grapewin, Helen
Troy, Grace Ford, June Clayworth, Edward
Norris. Paul Stanton.
Anthony Nace, Hugh Marlowe, Houis Durst, Roger Converse, G. Pat
Collins, Ruth Robinson. Produeer: J. J. Cohn. Direetor: George
Seitz. Original: Erich Von
Stroheim. Screenplay: Carey Wilson,
Katherine Turney.

What it's about:
Dr. Walter Meighan (Franchot Tone) marries Patricia
Sloane (Virginia Bruce) although he is in love with his nurse
Claire (Maureen O’Sullivan), who remains faithful to her
worthless husband, Tom (Anthony Nace). Claire’s husband
dies on the operating table under the knife of Dr. Woolcott
(Leonard Penn), rich but drunken interne. Woolcott is ousted
from the hospital and to soothe his injured feelings tells
Patricia that Walter is having an affair with Claire. Patricia
decides to run away with Woolcott but their train is wrecked
and they are both badly injured. Walter saves their lives but
Patricia is terribly scarred. Realizing that he must remain beside his wife, whose beauty is now gone, Walter bids Claire
goodbye and returns to his job.
WHAT

to do and

HOW

to do it:

Give the star billing in this picture to Franchot

Tone, with

supporting credits to Virginia Bruce and Maureen O’Sullivan.
Nearly all the scenes are laid in the General Hospital of a
large metropolitan city and to carry out the hospital motif,
dress the help in the uniforms of doctors and nurses.
Arrange with a surgical supply house, or with the local
hospital, for a display of modern surgical instruments in the
lobby. If possible, a contrast layout might be arranged, showing the great improvement in the instruments during the past
few decades. Have a wax figure covered with a sheet, reclining on a roller stretcher, in the foyer.
Have a special showing for prominent local doctors, medical students and nurses asking them for endorsements of the
film. Use pictures of the students and nurses, in connection
with their comments, for news releases.
BRUCE. TONE, O'SULLIVAN
Have the house artist make a lobby art board showing
Tone between the two women, as the title indicates. Miss Bruce
should be shown offering him wealth and luxury while Miss
O’Sullivan’s offerings should be love and happiness.
For an added lobby attraction have the house artist make
a large copy of the “Hippocratean Oath,” the oath written in
400 B. C. by the Greek Hippocrates, known as the “Father of
Medicine,” and which is taken by every doctor on his graduation day.
Run a series of newspaper articles, on general health,
diet, first aid, etc., written by a local doctor and signed by
Dr. Walter Meighan.
Have

an usher page “Dr. Walter Meighan” during intermissions in the week previous to the opening of the picture.
The original story, from which this picture was made,
was written by Eric Von Stroheim. Book store tieups can be
made on Von Stroheim, as the author of a recently published
novel titled “Paprika.” Other tieups can be made
books as gifts for hospital patients and invalids.

on suggested

AUTOMOBILE ANGLE
Stills suitable for tieups with drug stores on first aid kits
and sunburn lotions are available at the local exchange.
A tieup with an automobile repair shop can be made,
using a still showing Tone and Penn working in an operating
room. Copy might read: “Don’t trust a dangerous operation
to a novice. Be sure that your repair work is being done by
an experienced and reliable car doctor.”
Have ushers and usherettes distribute throwaways, printed
in the form of prescriptions, with copy which reads: “Here’s
what the doctor ordered for that tired feeling. He suggests
that you spend a quiet evening at the Rialto Theatre where
‘Between Two Women’ is now showing.”
Adlines:
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And

A DANGEROUS

ADVENTURE

—COLUMBIA
The Cast: Rosalind Keith, Don Terry, Nana Bryant, Russell Hick.s,
Joseph Sawyer, Dick Curtis, Billy Benedict, Marc Lawrence, George
Pearce, John Ltilson, John Gallaudet Producer: Wallace MacDonald. Director: D. Ross Lederman.
Original Story: Owen
Francis.
Screeiipla.v : Owen
Francis. John B. Rathmell. Photography: Ben
Kline.

What it's about:
When Linda Gale

(Rosalind Keith), daughter

of David

Gale, steel magnate, comes to take over her father’s mill upon
his death, Spencer Allen (Russell Hicks) cashes in on her
ignorance by launching a plan to reduce the property’s value
to a level where he can buy it cheaply. He uses antiquated
equipment to slow down production on the vitally-important
Harmon contract, explaining things smoothly to Linda. Tim
Sawyer (Don Terry), shop foreman, who sees through Allen’s
plan but cannot convince Linda, quits in disgust. Contractors
sue Linda for $1,000,000 when the steel used in the Harmon
contract proves too brittle. Linda goes to Tim, who checks the
records and pins the blame on Allen. Tim returns to work
as the new general manager, and indicates his intention to
boss the whole mill — including its owner.
WHAT to do and HOW to do it:
This is another of Columbia’s action features in which
Rosalind Keith is cast in the feminine lead, this time opposite a newcomer, Don Terry. Miss Keith has appeared in
several similar pictures, and is sufficient of a draw to warrant marquee billing. Give Terry and Joseph Sawyer advertising mention also.
The picture’s theme, and its
expensive exploitation stunts. A
be worked out in the lobby with
bling dual thermometers, on one

title, lend themselves to intitle tieup, for example, can
a compo-board setup resemof which is the temperature

during the day, the other registering the “entertainment
joyment” of the film.
TECHNICAL LOBBY DISPLAY

en-

Obtain the cooperation of local high schools’ mechanical
arts classes to create a technical display in the lobby of the
steel-making process, from the raw ore up through the various manufacturing processes to the finished product. Illustrate it with photographs and stills from the picture.
Make title tieups with sporting clothes displays in apparel shops, swimming suits, cooling drinks, electric fans and
vacation resorts.
Tieups can be made on all types of steel products, from
kitchen utensils to barbed-wire fence, with hardware stores,
automobile dealers, etc.
Using stills showing molten steel, tie up on displays of
electric refrigerators, inferring in ad copy that, while the
atmosphere never gets that hot, an electric refrigerator is
still indispensable to the modern household.
Make tieups, also, with dealers in gas and electric ranges.
An effective lobby ballyhoo can be worked out by securing
a local mechanic to bring his blow-torch and acetylene tank
into the foyer and demonstrating the art of welding steel.
BOY'S CONSTRUCTION CONTEST
Most young boys who are mechanically-minded have an
Erector or Meccano construction set, made up of steel parts
which are used in the construction of model bridges, derricks,
and other engineering devices. Conduct a contest whereby
these boys submit their best construction efforts. Use the
models as lobby displays, and have the local city engineer, or
a science teacher in one of the schols, act as judge. As prizes,
award additional Erector or Meccano sets, tieing in with local
department or toy stores to cooperate.
Tie up with local Y. M. C. A. headquarters and physical
culture schools, using stills of the he-man mill workers, on
the line that such drastic measures are not necessary in
order to obtain a well -developed body.
Prepare throwaways in the form of “weather reports,”
declaring that a rise in the entertainment temperature is due
when the picture opens at your theatre.
Adlines:
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NOW PLAYING : COOL COMFORT
Sit in any seat, and you'll
enjoy air as cool, as clean,
as refreshing as a mountain breeze. Where are the

HERE'S THE LOUNGE — as smart and distinctive
as next year's Paris styles, with its new glass
"brick" walls, gleaming chromium-trimmed'
furniture and clever decorations. Comfortable?
Always — it's Carrier

Air Conditioned,

WHAT DOES COMFORT COST?
pay?

You

can

What

Carrier outlets? In the ceil-

too!

ing — hidden from vie-w.
Now listen, there's no sound
at all from the quiet, Carrier

does it

figure it out for yourself

with

equipment.

this new Carrier Handbook. It's simple — no
technical terms, no engineering data. Have
you sent for your FREE copy?

You

Can

Still Beat
Acting

the Heat

by

NOW!

tJOW
long does it take to install Carrier Air Condi“ ^ tioning? Less time than you ever thought possible?
During 35 years devoted exclusively to air conditioning.
Carrier has developed a technique which makes possible
efficient, dependable installations in a minimum
without interruption to daily business.
That means

of time —

you can still get the benefits of Carrier Air

Conditioning this summer. It means you can still transfer
your hot, uncomfortable theatre into a cool, pleasant place,
where entertainment can be really enjoyed. It means you
can still turn summer
CARRIER
Without
complete

CORPORATION,
obligation,

send

information

Desk
me

Free

on Carrier

713,
Copy

850 Frelinghuysen
of the "Carrier

Air Conditioning."

Name
Theatre
Address

City

Avenue,

Handbook

Newark,

N. J.

for Theatres"

and

losses into summer

But . . . there's not a minute

profits.

to lose. Phone

your local

Carrier representative today. Without obligation, he'll give
you an estimate on installing true Carrier Air Conditioning— the same system used in the Radio City Music Hall;
Paramount, New York; Loew's State Theatres, Cleveland;
Ambassador, St. Louis; Trans Lux, Washington; Technicolor Studios — countless others throughout the world.

Thousands
motion

of dollars are spent on the equipment

of a

picture theatre — a beautiful building, tasteful

decorations, expensive carpets and the most
able seats. These

comfort-

luxuries call for lighting in keeping

with other provisions for the pleasure and satisfaction
of the patrons.
High Intensity Projection adds little to the cost of
theatre

operation

but

the picture thrown

adds

much

on the screen

HIGH INTENSITY PROJECTOR

to the quality of
and to the comfort

of incoming patrons.

AND NATIONAL SUPREX CARBONS:
provide a steady, brilliant, snow-white light tvhich
gives clarity and depth to black and white productions and accurate tones in color projection .
They also permit a level of general
adequate for comfortable vision.

illumination

NATIONAL GARBON COMPANY. INC.
Urtst of UftiOfl Csffey© 033

CARBON
Gpnera)
B^an- !>
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SALiS

Offices?
Ofirees:

and Carfaort CorpoTation

OlVlSIpN, CiEVEtAND,

30
N«w

East 42nd
Ycrk

SC, New

' Pittfborgli

OHIO

Yorjt, N. Y.

Ghieago

San Ffaneiseo

i

that take punishment
/ / ^ / /

Johnny gets it because he’s bad.
Our seats get it because they’re
good. They can take it. They like
it . . . and the crowds like them.

ABOUT RESEATING YOUR THEATRE

American Seating Company
Public Seating

GRAND

COMFORT:
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Competition Comes
Who Invite It

by J. HARRY

TOLER

First to Those

Some alarm is being expressed about the ominous
approach of over-seating in certain areas.
To those in the know, however, blatant building
reports raise no great ripples of concern. Like the ebb
and flow of a normal tide, these threatened building
invasions are rarely allowed to get beyond the threat
stage.
But be they rumors or "the real McCoy," they serve
at least one purpose. They knock the cock-sureness
out of self-satisfied showmen who think only in terms
of pictures and pay scant attention to their properties
until the big scare comes along.

The Market Abounds
for Modernization
Ansel

The best way to discourage business rivalry is to
bar the door before it arrives. Yet, at this late date we
still observe thousands of run-down theatre properties
struggling along in good locations, their owners flirting dangerously with competition that will come all
too soon.
Modernization of present properties is the most dependable means to prevent the headaches of overseating. By the use of modern materials and equipment under the guidance of a competent architect,
most any old theatre can re-establish its right to stay
in business.
The really modern moving picture
theatre, adequately equipped and
efficiently managed, is seldom molested by opposition.
June 26, 1937
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Moore appraises tlie ample assortment of attractive new materials and
equipment now
available in the present
modernizing mart.

M.

•
These Modern Fronts and
Practical Functions

Their
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Edward ii. Ntale presents some enlightening suggestions on theatre front construcclever sketches to back
them tion
up.and some

•
New Structural Media
Showmanship

for Modern
52

Win.

15. liUndis describes several new elements in structural glass formation which
offer
trade. great attraction value to the theatre

Hospitality Is Rellected
Southern Cinema

in Another

54

Georgia goes to town again with a new
example
of modernity, with the Lam
Amusement
Company’s new Royal as proof
of progressiveness.

It's Time to Set the Scene for the
Next Cycle: COLOR
Helen
a

It is an unfortunate quirk of show business that too
many exhibitors have to be scared into doing things
suddenly which ought to be done deliberately and
without force as a matter of self-protection.
By his own disregard of the physical appearance
of his property and the operating efficiency of his
plant, many a theatre owner has thrown his doors
wide open to opposition.

with Materials

Kent

predicts

and

presents

5G

ideas

on

new cycle which may
confront exhibitors shortly and for which proper planing is proposed.

New Materials and Methods
Selling Your Name

to Use in
64

Francis M. Ftilge, conductor of the Theatre Lighting department, advances some
new
ideas in luminous exploitation for
the theatre.

The Reformation
in Fort Worth

of the Old Isis Theatre
68

A Case History on the rebirth of an oldtimer, describing the metamorphosis minDallas.
utely, as applied by W. Scott Dunne, of

A New Development for Economy
Efficiency in Projection

and
70

C. E. Hainann, in his contribution to the
Cinema
Clinic, presents the whys
and
wherefores of a new aid to better projection.

Who's

•

to Blame

Gordon
the B.

H.
B.

for the Big Bad

Simmons
Wolf of

Wolf?

attempts to banish
air conditioning by

orineing him out into the
ing iii.ii np as a bluffer.

open

and
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Even
your
friendallwon’t
tell you
hut
here is
a best
solution,
mapped
out — and
explained in simple language.
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The Market Abounds with
Materials for Modernization
By Ansel M. Moore
A wide

assortment of ingenious developments correctly designed to create House
Appeal for every class of theatre are now
available to the enterprising exhibitor.

There was a time in the history of

this more or less hectic business when
theatre owners had to originate their
own devices for the encouragement of
business at the boxoffice. Not so very
long ago either, it was necessary for an exhibitor to invent or inspire the invention
of things mechanical needed in the operation and maintenance of moving picture
theatres, while manufacturers held themselves aloof.

One has only to look back a few years,
when air conditioning for human comfort
was practically unheard of and indeed
seldom thought of as a possibility for
commercial expansion. It was some enterprising moving picture showman, whose
identity has been lost in the shuffle, who
started the abolishment of the palm leaf
fan when he introduced the idea of propelling fresh air into his theatre by mechanical means. True, his original concepts were crude and his contraptions
quite noisy and inefficient as compared to
today’s standards, but his laborious efforts
with an old windmill wheel and a secondhand motor really pioneered the present
popularity of air conditioning in overheated places of public occupancy.
And so with many things, the theatre
owner has had to work out his own salvation while science awaited its cue. Yet,
many a picture theatre has served as a
trial horse for developments in human
comfort and convenience.
At present, however, the situation seems
to have been a bit reversed, in that the
moving picture theatre is now drawing
more on outside sources for the things it
needs to attract greater patronage. In
fact, mechanical progress toward greater
efficiency and economy seems to be developing at a more rapid pace than the
demand. In other words, all theatre owners are not fully taking advantage of what
the present market offers them in the way
of modern structural materials and improved mechanical equipment.
A Negative Situation
Unfortunately, many producers of
things needed to do a better job more
economically in the attainment of House
Appeal for every size and class of theatre
are not properly displaying their wares
nor taking the pains to tell our theatre
owners of the many advantages to be
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found in the use of their products. Some
manufacturers of materials that should
find instant application in the theatre
field still persist in keeping the selling
points of their products a deep secret,
feeling perhaps that because they’ve made
a “good mousetrap,” some day the market
will find it without benefit of publicity or
sales promotion.
Our present crop of theatre owners is
more alert to the necessity of house attraction and quality in the presentation
of pictures than its predecessors. Certain
of the more aggressive manufacturers have
made sure that their products are prop-

A NIFTY LOUNGE

erly called to the attention of the trade.
In most cases, a highly favorable reception is being extended to them.
Modern materials that lend themselves
admirably to theatre work are plentiful
and in such variety than any owner can
have exactly the effect he wants, or needs,
at the price he can afford to pay. Economy
and practical values were never more pronounced than they are today. Makeshift
devices for the mere sake of cheapness
are in no great demand because there is
no longer any excuse or need for the substitution of quality.
The average American moving picture
theatre has become an institution, and as
such is now regarded by industry at large
as a worthy market for many things heretofore not commonly associated with the
business of selling entertainment.
What

Makes

House

Appeal

The public has caught on too. People
who spend their money for the enjoyment
of moving pictures have learned to discriminate in the selection of places to go.
The good-looking, properly equipped theatre always gets the preference — and the
profits: pictures being equal or otherwise.
House Appeal is the result of a happy
combination of many things — modem

IN NEW

YORK'S NEW

LOYAL

A cozy loungring- compartment
for the waiting’ customers is provided in the New
l.<oyal, a Cocalis
'I’heatre opened recently in New York City. Medwn
chrome furniture and colorful carpets contribute
much to the attrac*tiveness of the room. Wm.
I, Uohauser was the architect. Photos, by courtesy
Doenler Metal Furniture Co., New York City.
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things. In its appearance: in the physical
comfort and conveniences provided: in the
mechanical efficiency and related refinement with which the modern theatre presents its product to the public, lie the reasons for its success. These things, material and mechanical, that contribute to
House Appeal are often as definitely boxoffice attractions as the pictures themselves. Their effect is more permanent.
Throughout this issue, the reader will
find reference to innumerable elements of
House Appeal. In this and previous issues, we have endeavored to post our readers informatively on what the market affords and how materials and equipment
may be applied for best results.
Limits of space herein prohibit any
more than a sketchy review of recent developments. Consequently, we mention
only a few developments which have been
called to our attention recently to indicate the present trend toward efficency in
theatre outfitting.
An inspection of the really modern moving picture plant from stem to stern discloses a number of mechanical innovations
and ideas for improvement that were not
in evidence a few years ago. A theatre
front for instance is now designed and
equipped with one purpose in mind — to attract favorable attention and sell the
show.
Tour

Advertising :

RIVER MADE

A MESS

OF THINGS

of Inspection

Several ingenious devices

have been created for improvement in the
outdoor advertising display of theatres.
Perhaps the most notable of these is better lighting and the general adoption of
the silhouette changeable letters for attraction boards, which are now available
in several distinctive sizes and styles. The
methods of application vary somewhat, but
the results from their use are decidedly
an improvement over former methods used
to exploit current attractions and coming
events.
A most interesting recent development
along this line is a sectional silhouette letter mounting unit by which an exhibitor
can easily and economically convert his
present attraction board or marquee sign
for the use of the new style letters. Each
unit comprises a pane of opalescent glass
cut to size, mounted in a frame of stainless steel with cross bars across the face
from which the letters are suspended.
Another innovation in silhouette letter
construction is a nev/ letter pressed from
sheet steel with a rounded face and finished in black enamel, creating a bold relief. These letters are held in place by the
means of a steel spring at the bottom of
each letter which fits into the channel
provided for letters in the conventional
attraction board. The steel springs serve
to seat the letters firmly in place against
the opal glass, with the result that they
have the appearance of being embossed on
a white background.
Various other lighting and luminous
display elements, including many innovations for effects in light, color and motion
are now in use.
Lobby Attractions:

A new

model ticket

register that dispenses tickets automatically and overcomes the human element to
err, recording boxoffice receipts with unfailing accuracy and serving tickets with
BOXOFFICE
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Here is a picture of the Little Thea-

tre’s auditorium, at Paducah, Kentucky, right in the center of the flood
area — but as it appeared after the restoration.
When the Ohio River went on a rampage
a few months ago, everything in its path
was swept away or covered with water and
mud. Damage ran into millions of dollars.
Down in Paducah, Kentucky, the river rose
high.
Last fall, the Little Theatre had been
completely redecorated: Nu-Wood tile and
planking was used. During the river’s rampage, the building was submerged for about
.nirty days and for about two weeks of
this time the water reached a height of
more than nine feet on the auditorium
walls. The owners thought all was ruined.
After the water had receded and the
owners made an inspection of the building,
they found the material all in place but
water-soaked and dirty from silt and mud.
After pumping the water out of the basespeed and efficiency has been introduced
recently.
Coin changers: electric clocks that inform the inquiring patron what time the
next show is on: “magic eye” drinking
fountains: modernistic pop corn machines
and confectionery venders: rubber rugs in
colorful combinations to soften the tread
and save dirt from being carried into the
theatre. A new modernistic ticket chopper is available, which combines good looks
with efficiency. Besides these, there is no
end of decorative materials of striking
beauty and durability now being used to
make the theatre lobby more alluring.
Lounges:

Every detail of comfort

and

Wood

Conversion

Co.

ment and repairing the heating system,
they started to dry out the place. They
did not have much hope of saving the surfaces, but it still looked all right. Galvanized nails had not been used, however, and
it was discovered that the nails had rusted
and the rusty substance had run down the
walls.
When the walls were completely dry,
stiff brooms were used to clean the entire
surface of all the dirt. Rubber sponges
cleaned off most of the rust spots. A few
pieces of the plank on the walls and the
molding were damaged by floating objects,
but other than that the walls looked like
new. The owners thought at first that
they would have to give the walls a coat
of water color paint, but after they were
cleaned
up and repaired, they found this
unnecessary.
The Little Theatre was re-opened two
weeks after the water had gone down, and
it was the first one to resume operations
in that part of the flooded area.

convenience is being incorporated in these
modern lounges and restrooms. Chrome
furniture, smoking accessories, mirrors,
modernistic floor lamps, sand urns and
many other devices are doing their part
for house appeal. Toilet and wash rooms
are equipped for utmost sanitation with
latest devices, including electric hand
driers: liquid soap dispensers, cosmetic
tables for the ladies, etc. House hygiene
is now the rule rather than the exception
in our movie theatres.
Resorts

Auditoria:

for

Comfort

Relaxation

is the controlling

factor here, too. Seats are roomier and
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These Modern Fronts and
Their Practical Functions
By Edward G. Neale*
Three creations by Carlton L. Camp suggest
the effective use of modern materials in
making the theatre front a feature attraction
in its own right.

Theatre fronts

have been given a
great deal of attention during the past
three or four years.
This all - important
portion of the theatre
has been accorded the
consideration of architects, designers, and
manufacturers of materials and equipment
which contribute to its
attractiveness. Most
importantly, it has earned the complete
recognition of theatre owners themselves.
With all these interested parties administering to the beauty and practicality of
the theatre front, it is no wonder that this
part of the theatre is outstanding in individuality and modernity.
Perhaps the most noteworthy point
about the theatre fronts which have been
designed and constructed recently is the
originality which marks each one. We no
longer find theatres with facades which
reflect a fad; stock types which are found
in every village, hamlet and Main Street
in the country. Individuality seems to be
the dominating factor in all cases. Indeed, there is no reason why it should not
be so, since there is certainly no dearth of
ideas or modern innovations at this time.
Theatre owners themselves may be credited largely with putting personality into
their theatre fronts. By refusing to copy
the man “down the street,” each showman has realized substantially the big
profit in offering the public something
new and different. The theatre with a
personality is the one which draws the
crowds.
Three

Interesting

of the fact that it may have to share its
location with other businesses. Bright
light and color, with astute use of advertising space, will work wonders for this
type of house.
Probably the most unique innovation in
this design is the soffit. To look up at this
soffit from the sidewalk one would have
the impression of a huge Venetian blind
laying on its side. The louvres are of
metal, with each end closed with flashed
opal glass, so that a person coming out of
the theatre will not see the bare lamps
when he looks up into the soffit. Further
novelty and attractiveness can be added
to this soffit by connecting the lamps to a
high speed four-point flasher which would
cause the light to flow back into the theatre lobby proper.
The marquee has a flashed opal glass
face, using the now widely familiar silhouette type interchangeable letters. The
vertical sign is of the same construction,
although the use of neon tubing on the letter faces is optional. The attraction sign
directly below the marquee is merely a
light trough with a projecting ledge on
which to set free-standing block letters.
In slicing the letter off so that they have
a sloping face, a novel effect is achieved.
In sketch No. 2, the popular “V” type
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FIG.

8

marquee is illustrated. The border is of
colored mirrored glass with cast metal
ornamentation. The illuminated background is of flashed opal glass, lighted
from within by means of incandescent
lamps, with interchangeable letters of the
silhouette type. The vertical sign is of
flashed opal glass, silhouette letters outlined in neon, with numerous lines of
neon down the sides forming a suitable
border.
The front of the theatre, above the
marquee, is illuminated by means of floods
set on top of the marquee. Filters of various colors add to the general effectiveness. The innate simplicity of this facade makes it ideal for the small theatre
in a suburban or small city location.
For

Suggestions

Structures, Inc.,

■jg

the

Owner

of Modest

Means

In sketch No. 3, we have developed a
most inexpensive method for building a
marquee, using a silhouette type letter.
There is no flashed opal glass behind these
letters. The drawing shows a section
through the marquee and illustrates how
the lighting of the background is accomplished. There is merely a light trough
at the top and bottom, with the letters
set out on shelves or ledges.
The illumination for the soffit is more
intricate in design. It is accomplished by
incandescent lamps shining down through
louvres of flashed opal glass set in metal
clips. The vertical sign is built to tie
right in with the general building design,
in fact, even using the same material.
The letters are merely sandblasted in the
structural glass background. This structural glass is used in the unilluminated
portion of the soffit of the marquee and
around the bulkheads, extending into the
theatre lobby.

To illustrate this point, three theatre
fronts are presented herewith, each of
which incorporates some unusual and novel
ideas in lighting, construction elements
and design. Carlton L. Camp, clever West
Coast designer, is responsible for their
creation.
Number 1 of the group shows the treatment of a new facade placed on a large
building, of the type which may be found
in downtown and busy community centers. The problem here is to make the
theatre dominate its surroundings in spite

*President, Luminous
Los Angeles, Calif.

tniipmour

FIG.

1

An illuminated trough running back
into the lobby on both sides allows for
lobby illumination as well as providing additional sign space for interchangeable
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entire front, including all sign work, as a
single unit. It is poor policy to leave the
design of a marquee up to the average socalled sign artist or stock marquee builder,
for the result is usually disappointing.
The

Integrated

Design

Wherever possible, it is very good procedure to incorporate at least some of the
same material in the construction of the
marquee and signs that is used in other
parts of the theatre front and lobby. The
design should tie in, and this is a simple
way to accomplish that purpose. There
is no excuse for a marquee and sign to
look as though they were something
“thought up” afterwards and hung onto
the building.
Special care and thought should be
given to ease of maintenance. Neon tubes
must be repaired, transformers replaced,
and units using incandescents relamped.
A half- lit sign is hardly better than no
sign at all — as a matter of fact, it attracts
more criticism. Proper provision must be
made for this maintenance work, as well
as for cleaning. Proper drainage is also
of utmost importance, especially where
electric wiring is involved.
Modern

FIG.

Materials

Best

free-standing letters. The wall above the
marquee is illuminated by means of indirect lighting from lamps concealed in the
vertical bands. Use of different colored
lamps connected with flasher or dimmers
allows for unique and unusual lighting effects.
Thus, intimate and ultra-modern design reflects all the
personality of modern motion pictures.
Section thtzooqh
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Letter Mounting Unit
Simplifies Sign Problem
The proper adaptation of the old style
marquee attraction sign or program board
to the use of the new style changeable silhouette letters is a problem frequently
encountered by the owner who may wish
to modernize his present marquee.

Adapted

Thanks to the more general use of modern materials, however, it must be noted
that maintenance is much easier and more
cuickly accomplished. Smooth surfaced
facades, which can be wiped with a damp
cloth, are noticeably superior to those of
the past which caught and held the dust
and grime from off the street. Indirect
lighting is another outstanding time-saver,
in that the concealed sources of light seldom require the care given to the exposed
lamp fixtures which formerly decorated
the fronts and lobbies.
Desirable light intensities depend upon
location of the theatre and competitive
lighting. The most effective lighting is
secured through high intensities with low

3

glare factor. A bright sign does not necessarily have to be a glary sign. Here
again, we can thank modern designing for
giving us the concealed type of lighting.
There is no glare in an indirect light and in
this manner the brightness can be increased to the brilliance of daylight without
strain on the eyes so long as the source is
out of sight.
This is one more item in the long list of
conveniences for the patron. He appreciates this evidence of consideration for his
comfort. Above all, it is well to remember that good taste can always be incorporated with good showmanship and usually with most profitable results at the
box office.

ce »

©

PAT. PENDING

The trouble and expense involved in such
a change seems to have been minimized
considerably in a new development by
Wagner Sign Service, Inc., of Chicago. The
device is called a “three-in-one” silhouette
letter mounting unit, comprising the letters, glass and frames made up and furnished in sections, ready for application to
canopy.
practically any style or size of theatre

New RCA Installations
in the Latin Americas
Returning from a four months’ visit in
the Central and South American markets,
C. D. Cushman, RCA Photophone representative of the export division, reports a
boom in High Fidelity sound installations.
Within the short period that he stopped in
each country he helped put through orders
for sound installations in eight theatres
in Venezuela, five installations in Panama,
including one at the new Fort Davis theatre, managed by Capt. Polk Atkinson, who
is in charge of the motion picture service
for the U. S. Army in the Canal Zone; one
in Costa Rica, two in Trinidad, another in
Aruba, Dutch West Indies and two in El
Salvador. Orders for additional equipment
in these territories are soon to follow, Mr.
Cushman said.
Politeness around a theatre prompts return of patronage. Little acts of courtesy
on the part of management and personnel
are long remembered.
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New Structural Media
for Modem Showmanship
By Wm.

B. Landis

Structural glass fused with color and filtered
with light offers the theatre industry a new
and effective element for the enhancement
of House Appeal.

The very life blood of the theatre is

showmanship. That is why motion
picture producers spend large sums
on elaborate press books and back each
release with intensive advertising. It is
why local theatre men put on publicity
stunts to promote current attractions at
their houses — for it is showmanship that
hangs out the SRO sign and pays everyusher.

body’s salary from

manager

many term the most essential qualities in
real showmanship.
Color

and

Light

These qualities are color and light; for
without them, all attempts at showmanship

are weak and ineffectual. Untold opportunities for effective use of color and light
are made available to theatre men by a
new building material developed by the
Libbey Owens Ford Glass Co. This material is a color-fused tempered plate glass
of great strength and resistance to thermal shock and impact. Identified by the
trade name “Vitrolux,” it is a companion
material to Vitrolite and may be combined with that material to produce innumerable arresting effects.
The

new

material may

be described as

tempered plate glass upon which practically any desired color can be fused, thus
the color is an integral part of the glass
and provides a translucent material of
arresting eye appeal.
By ccntrolling the amount of color to
be fused, this glass is made either opaque
oj translucent. By day its highly polished
(Continued on page 67)

to lowliest

But showmanship as it applies to the
motion picture theatre should do more
than merely advertise the picture. The
theatre itself should be so effectively merchandised that it acquires a glamorous individuality of its own and becomes the
bright spot in the community.
Structural glass as a modern building
material permits this merchandising of the
theatre, to the mutual advantage of exhibitor and property owner. The exhibitor
profits because of the longer lines at the
boxoffice which invariably result when
crowds are attracted by tliis versatile material. The property owner realizes a
greater return on his investment.
The

Core

of

Activity

In this connection, it may be noted that
the ‘movie’ is often the hub around which
neighborhood activities revolve. Especially is this true if the theatre is an up-tominute house that sets the standard for
the neighborhood. In such cases, better
class stores and shops are frequently attracted to that neighborhood, and the theatre profits from the higher type of patronage thus gained.
Theatre executives are aware that striking exteriors of colorful structural glass
definitely increase patronage and reduce
maintenance costs, and those who have
employed this material for glittering fronts
know that its lustrous reflective qualities
impart a modern, distinctive character to
the house.

These advantages are obvious, and are
basically the reason why the last five years
have seen a remarkable increase in the
use of structural glass for theatre exteriors.
Of more timely interest is the fact that
a recent development in this field enables
theatre property owners to inject a note
of variety into the merchandising of their
theatres, and thus take advantage of what
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The

Biltmore Tap Room, 69 E. Madison Ave., Chicagro, desigrned and
mer Personal Service. This night photograph illustrates the highly
of colorful translucent Vitrolux.
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Hospitalihj Reflected in
Another Sonthern Cinema
Clever design and modern materials combine to provide class, comfort and convenience-— the essential components of House
Appeal for the friendly theatre.
EORGIA has gone and done it again!
Last month it was Tifton. This
time it is Hogansville that preens its
feathers in the limelight of publicity as
the locale of another modern theatre, a
small-town house with an aura of House
Appeal — architectural beauty and mechanical efficiency — that puts many a big-town
contemporary deep in the shade.
Just why Georgia should grab the spot
for two issues in succession is not quite
clear to us. But try to keep her out with
such structural goings-on continually
cropping up in the Cracker State.
Maybe it’s because
Georgia theatre patrons, more familiar
with the meaning of
hospitality, demand
more
consideration
than is customarily
accorded them
up

The

North. Or perhaps it’s
because Georgia exhibitors know more about
what it takes to tantalize the public taste
for picture
entertain^
*>1. *v. Ill
ment. We just wouldn’t
Architect
know. But we’ll venture a guess that Southern Hospitality has a lot to do with it.
You can’t trick a Southern gentleman and
his lady into thinking they’re welcome and
comfortable, when they’re not. Showmen
know better than to try it.
Theatres

With

new Royal Theatre, recently completed in
Hogansville, Ga. The new house makes
eleven in the string of fine theatres operated by Lam Amusement Company, Inc.,
of Rome, Ga. The DeSota, Rivoli and Gordon at Rome; the La Grange, the Cedar
and Princess at Cedartown; the Rockmart
and Joy at Rockmart: the Royal at Hogansville, and the Fox Theatre at Piedmont, Ala. Besides, there’s an affiliated
group of Lam houses, including the Gem
at Newnan, the Palace at LaFayette, the
Grand at Tallapoosa, Ga.; and the DeKalb
and Strand theatres at Fort Payne, Ala.
So it would seem that Oscar Lam and
his associates have discovered the elixir
of life for small-town theatres. Leastwise,
that would be our impression from the reports and pictures we present herewith as
submitted to us by our affiliated architects, Tucker & Howell, of Atlanta, Ga.

Personality

Thus we see the reasoning behind the
elegance and efficiency of Oscar C. Lam’s

facade of the Royal Theatre is illustrated on the frontispiece of this issue,
a space always reserved for subjects that
are unique in reader interest. We believe
the front view of Hogansville’s new Royal
Theatre qualifies fully for this preferred
position we have given it, because it represents our idea of modern architectural
effectiveness and beauty as it should be
applied more extensively in small-town
theatre construction. And it might be well
Interior %iews of the new Koyal Theatre at
iloffansville, (ia., latest addition to the Tam
.\imisement Company’s g:ronp of intimately inlitin^ theatres. Modern to the minute, yet moderately expensive and within the ran8:e of judii-ioiis investment in small-town theatre properties. Photos, c<mrtesy Tucker & Howell, Tlieatre Architects of Atlanta, Ga.

OSCAR

c. TAM,

Owner

at this point to again remind our readers
that this journal is just as much concerned with the progress of small-town
theatre operation as it is with the success
of showmanship in high places.
Imposing

at the Point

of Sale

The front of the Royal Theatre is monolithic in effect, upstandingly imposing to

* Cover Illustration
The impressive front elevation of the
new Royal Theatre, in Hogansville, Ga.,
as it greets the eye of the passing motorist or pedestrian. An interesting example of adeptness m architectural design and the employment of modern
structural materials and equipment — a
modern technique that might well he
applied in the erection of more of our
small-town or neighborhood moving
picture theatres.

the passerby. It is massive in appearance,
modern in design, constructed of brick,
stucco, cast stone and structural glass.
The use of modern building materials combined cleverly for striking effect adds a
note of conservatism and permanency to
the project.
A proper setting for outdoor electrical
display is provided. The neonized vertical
name sign in bold stroke letters broadly
emphasizes the location of the Royal Theatre. A well-lighted marquee with properly placed attraction boards gives notice of
what is going on inside with sharply outlined silhouette changeable letters on a
street-view slant at either side of the canopy. Well arranged poster display boxes
at each side of the entrance perform their
duties in a refined manner.
The interior sections of the Royal are
equally inviting and hospitable. House
Appeal is apparent in every detail of design and appointment. The influence of
capable designing to fulfill the practical
functions of modern theatre operation is
evident at a glance. No garishness Or gingerbread, but simplicity of decorative line
and sensible treatment throughout.
The spacious lobby, with its tiled floor
and severely plain ceiling, well lighted,
serves admirably to set off the novel effects of streamlined wall decorations. Carpeting in the stair approach to the balcony
is of a striking new pattern. Display
frames and directional sighs add obviously
to the attractiveness of the lobby.
Comfort

Controlling

The

The prevalent practice is to provide outlets on the basis of 10 per cent of the total
number of seats in the auditorium. In
certain of the theatres, this ratio has been
exceeded.
BOXOFFICE

Theatre,

Cleveland

low lamps, and the center ring with white
lamps. Dimmers connected jvith the lighting
circuits permit adjusting the lighting levels

9

to fit the mood

why
Proper
with

better

lighting in theatre

Edison

theatre

or occasion.

Reasons

owner

Mazd.4
many

lighting

auditoriums

lamps

® Avoids

offers the

advantages.

Proper

lighting . . .
® Direcls people
being asked

glare due

pays

to loo-bright

and improper-

ly placed sources of light
• Provides adequate light to locate seats
discourage undue familiarity
• Is directed so as to be kept from
with the screen picture

and

answers

questions

• Provides for eye acconirnodalion
eyes to relatively dark interiors

before

• Minimizes
service

the

need

for

and

interfering

individual

usher

l»y adapting
• Provides
costs

for safety and

minimizes

• Speeds the seating and emptying

insurance

of the theatre

• Creates an interesting mood or atmosphere
suited to the presentation or to the occasion.

Hearing Aid Systems
Show Marked Increase
Theatrephone installations for service to
patrons with impaired hearing are now
meeting with a most favorable reception
among theatre owners throughout the industry.
A list of thirteen recent installations of
hearing aid systems is furnished by R. T.
Turner, manager of the Group Hearing Aid
Dept., of Dictograph Products Company,
Inc. The list comprises some of the best
houses in various points of the United
States.

Mayfield

spaced 12" apart are used to light the ceiling. The outer ring is lighted ivith amber
colored lamps, the m iddle ring with yel-

PaOtOR

The interior is in plaster treatment with
Special drapery effects for the auditorium.
Indirect lighting is employed. Comfortable seating of the current posture type is
a feature of the auditorium, which accommodates 900 patrons including the section for negroes in the balcony.
The overall dimensions of the new Royal
are 55 by 130 feet. Completely equipped
and furnished for operation, it cost approximately $55,000.00 and represents a
shrewd investment in modern theatre construction and furnishing.
Designed by Tucker & Howell, the Royal
exemplifies the new functional trend in
theatre building, wherein modern materials and equipment are brought into
play with utmost effectiveness and
economy. M. A. Tucker, the architect, is
certainly to be commended. His work on
the Royal is characteristic of his talent in
the creation of other fine theatres for the
Lam organization.
Again, capable architecture has justified
its worth to the industry

Center

Heights, Ohio, uses adequate and interesting lighting to heighten the enjoyment of its
patrons. Concealed 6-ivatt Mazda lamps

Why not use Edison Mazda lamps to
add to the attraction of your theatre
interior?

And

for new

ideas, write General
Dept.

166, Nela

for free illustrated

theatre

Electric

Park,

Cleveland,

copy

of "New

ing Methods for Theatre
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GENERAL
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It's Time to Set the Scene
for the Next Cqcle: COLOR
By Helen

Kent

A repetition of the troubles that beset exhibitors with the adoption of sound can be
avoided by the exercise of foresight in planning the theatre of the present.

Looking ahead, we see a great many

improvements in show business which
will have to be met within the next
five years. It is freely predicted that color
will sweep the industry just as sound did
less than a decade ago. It is true that
there was a year or two of indecision when
sound pictures were presented as novelties
by only the larger theatres, but if you will
remember, it took only a short time for the
majority of our showmen to react to public opinion by installing sound equipment
and getting down to the business of refusing to show any but talking pictures, as
they were called then.
Just so with this color consciousness.
The public shows its preference by making
boxoffice successes of those pictures in
color that might otherwise be mediocre in
appeal to the masses. Producers are said
to be preparing to rush through pictures
in living, vibrant color and probably it

presentation of the improved product of
the near future will be one which complements the picture in every way. It will
be a masterpiece of simplicity, of the type
that is being designed and built by farsighted architects and theatre owners at

BRIGHT

PLASTICS

FORM

present. We find many examples of this
complementary theatre in existence today;
but they have been built recently and with
colored pictures quite apparently in mind.
Adaptation to color should be a much
more simple task for the designers of theatres than was the adaptation to sound.
Owners of the really modern theatre of
the present need not fear complete condemnation of their properties on this
score. Fortunately, this will be a problem
which requires only touching up and toning down of decorative effect and simplification of the atmosphere for a more suitable presentation of the product to come.
The theatre of tomorrow will be one
which can be changed in appearance simply and without the element of time to discourage a change in atmosphere. Here,
light will be found invaluable. We will
find more use of this technique known as
painting with light. The theatre itself
(Continued on page 58)

AN ATTRACTIVE

FRONT

won’t be long now until the black-andwhite shadow screen wil become a thing
of the past.
These improvements were within the
realm of the producing branch of our industry. There are more to come — bigger
pictures, better stories, more perfect production and new personalities. The producing branch certainly is a progressive
element in show business. It looks continually forward, to greater conquest in
entertainment presentation.
But what of the exhibiting end of this
business? Can it keep pace? We believe
that it can and will. There are improvements in exhibition as well as in production, and although exhibitors await their
cue from the producers, it is true that they
do come around in good time.
The

Scene

Changes

When color comes to stay, it will need
a more attractive atmosphere of presentation than has been necessary for the pictures of today. It is noticeable even now
that those theatres which present color
pictures are prone to suffer by comparison
with their own screens if the furnishings
and decorations are dingy and drab by
contrast to the brilliant panoply of the
picture. It just isn’t right to expect a
picture that is as brilliant as a master’s
painting to be shown at its best in a frame
that is as unsuitable as a bunch of sticks
held together with old twine.
The theatre that will be ideal for the
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Paneled with bright colored plastics, the
Nita Theatre, Chicago, has effected an
unusually attractive front and interior
through the use of modern materials. The
exterior is paneled with two shades of
red and black Micarta for the bulkhead as
high as the bottom of the marquee. Natural colored aluminum flush inlay stripes
separate the different colors on the same
panel. The background of the letters on
the marquee is also red Micarta and at

each end of the marquee is a panel of two
shades of red and black.
In the interior of the foyer, black material inlaid with natural colored aluminum
carries out the modern effect. Also, the
rest rooms are finished with the same materials. The black wainscot 30 inches high
and gray walls trimmed with aluminum
are durable, easily cleaned and neat in
appearance. The installation was made by
the Austerlade Construction Company.
The MODERN

THEATRE

SECTION

THE

CHAIR

OF

. . .

THE

YEAR

Udcal

BANISHES

D. O.*

Upholstered far more luxuriously than any theatre chair ever
made, this sweepingly new and different Ideal creation^
affords undreamed-of comfort throughout the longest programs. . It actually molds itself to the body. Regardless of
the posture assumed, the deep cushioned reverse curved
back sweeps in to give support at all points.
Write today for further information

. . . and

see it at your dealers.

THE IDEAL SEATING CO. • GRAND RAPIDS, MICHIGAN

^ Double -featuritis Ordeal
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use of the lobby cannot but be admired,
since it is done in a modern manner and
with sensible modern accessories.
Restful foyers are indeed the style. The
theatre of tomorrow will not neglect this
duty either. It will contain a comfortably
furnished lounge with ample provision for
the convenience of its patrons. Here
a^ain the atmosphere may be made to
complement the picture program. It will
not be necessary to redecorate in order
to gain the effect, but, with a practical
decorative background and neutral furnishings, the entire scene may be changed
by the glow of lighting.
Lighting Application
Wall surfaces suggest themselves as
ideal lighting backgrounds. We
have
heard whispers of entire walls composed
of glass, behind which vari-colored lights
play intriguingly. What could be more
conducive to patronage than such a source
cf wonder and delight? As an alternative,
mat white walls on which colored light is
flooded from concealed sources would
serve admirably to excite interest in the
entertainment provided.
The

Erwin WAGNER, the sign service

man, who meanders here and there
about the country, sends the editor
the following suggestion. Says Wag:
“Dear Harry: While in Long View,
Washington, recently, I ran across what
I think is an original idea for show business.

“W. G. Ripley t believe it or not), of this
town, who controls both theatres, ran a
tin can admission scheme to his Roxie
Theatre Saturday afternoon. May 15th.
The idea was this: It was clean-up week
in the town of Long View, and the Chamber of Commerce and all local welfare
agencies
idea.

were

promoting

the

clean-up

“At

the same time, Mr. Ripley was opening a new serial in his Roxie Theatre
on this particular Saturday, so he devised
the idea to admit any child bringing ten

It's Time to Set the Scene
for the Next Cycle; Color
'Continued

from

page
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will be a background on which light is
played to complement the program.
Looking ahead, it would seem that the
theatre might change color even during the
presentation of a program. Would it not
be interesting to clothe the auditorium in
shades

of blue for a tragedy, reds for excitement, and greens for comedy? With
a suitable background, the idea does not
seem entirely incongruous.
Simplicity

Will

Govern

Architecturally, the new theatre will be
almost classic. It will go back to the
purity of Grecian design for inspiration.
Modern materials and methods will be
employed, because they are in keeping with
the idea of tailored simplicity. The screen
presentation will be complemented by suitable, modern framing.
The coming trend in motion pictures
will affect not only their presentation upon
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tin cans tied together. He, of course, had
cn hand the city dump wagon to dispose
of the cans.
“His house 'which seats approximately
600) had about two kids for every seat.
The total cash received for this opening
of the new serial was eighty cents, but,
in the meantime, he had 1,000 kids in tow
at the beginning of a serial with about
fourteen parts, and, of course, they’ll come
again at prevailing admission prices.
“The peculiar part of this idea is that
a previous serial, he offered free admission to children without any strings to
it for the beginning of the serial and the
house was not crowded. I thought it might
be well for you to mention this idea in
on

your magazine. — E. WAGNER.”
Note: Not exactly a new idea. Wag, but
a most effective bit of showmandising. But
you failed to mention the “civic pride” angle and its effect on the adults.

the screen

but the resultant change in auditorium atmosphere. The new flair will
be reflected on the theatre front, the lobby
with its advertising display, and all the
innermost reaches of the theatre building.
We have heard of fronts painted in light
to harmonize with the spirit of the picture to be shown; such ingenuity is being
shown in many cases at the present time.
The modern front is ideally adapted to
such use. The materials which are most
approved for its construction lend themselves readily to unusual effects by day as
well as by night. In design, practically all
of the fronts as they now appear are perfect settings for any improvement which
might

suggest itself within the next decade. They are adaptable to change and

quickly converted.
Lobbies and foyers also have been
models of progress within the last few
years. We find these portions of the theatre dedicated to modernity in decoration
and function. The functional lobby, with
its ingenious yet unobstrusive use of space
for advertising purposes, is indicative of
modern

thought.

This

down-to-business

emphasis

on texture

and

pattern

in

upholstery materials, draperies and carpets will be heightened in the theatre of
tomorrow. The increased use of light for
its dramatic effect will bring out more
beauty in the physical furnishings of the
theatre. Color will glow and gleam within
the theatre as it does upon the screen in
the future.
The

entire subject

of modernism

in the

theatre becomes fascinating when considered as an adjunct to the modernism provided by the producers of the new pictures to come. Individuality will be the
motivating force in theatre design, and
originality of effect will bring the theatre
into a new realm of public interest that
will match the progressive product which
comes out of the studios.
Sound was a forward step; color is another; then comes television, which as yet
is only a remote possibility; and so on ad
infinitum. The march of progress will not
allow undue hesitancy. The progressive
showmen will take each successive change
in stride. Those who do not will fall by
the wayside as always, losing patronage
to those who adapt themselves to modern
means and methods.
For

Self-Preservation

Today, we have at hand a myriad of
things which make progress in theatre
ownership and management not only the
sensible next move, but inevitable for selfpreservation. New materials, equipment,
devices and new trends in design are offered which make the choice of reformation the only wise route left open to astute
management. Even the conservatives cannot deny that what was good enough for
yesterday is not good enough for today,
sible. for tomorrow it will be quite imposand
Again looking ahead, we see only success for the progressive element in the exhibition branch of the industry. But for
those who neglect what they now have
time to correct, alas, there is only slow
but sure failure.
Look
way

about! Is it not worth while to investigate what the present offers in the

of modernism?

The MODERN

THEATRE

SECTION
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dipped in latex and woven into figure 8
loops. Displacing the customary method
of spring decking, it is said to offer many

49)

advantages, adding years
fort to theatre chairs.

of life and

com-

Acousti-decorative materials; new
conditioning devices; hearing aids

vastly more restful, because of the new
technique in designing for correct body
posmre. Each manufacturer is seemingly
trying to outstrip his contemporaries in
adding more of the comfort quality to his
product. An interesting development in
this respect is a new process of spring
decking recently adopted and introduced
by one of the leading chair companies.
The new product is made of sterilized hair

air
for

deafened patrons; innovations in decorative effects and lighting efficiency; specially designed carpet patterns of extraordinary wearing quality; automatic curtain
controls for the noiseless operation of
stage drapes
might go on
things

and
and

that now

close-off curtains. One
on referring to the new
contribute

to House

a more life-like presentation of sight and
sound must also come in for a share of
comment. It would be quite impossible to
do more than touch on the highlights of
this important factor of House Appeal —
because practically everything in the modern projection room is new and vastly improved.
Projectors have been redesigned and remarkably refined in most every particular.
Sound equipment, as everyone well knows,
is way

out in front with many improvements over older models. Arc lamps have

undergone marked changes toward
omy and greater screen efficiency.

Ap-

peal in the theatre’s auditorium.
Projection: The new developments

for

Economies

are

econ-

Pronounced

Projection and sound accessories are all
definitely noteworthy from the standpoint
of improvements, including many clever
devices for economical operation. One of
these, the copper-oxide rectifier has become quite popular for the conversion of
current, with claims of considerable saving in operation as well as in efficiency.

Nu-Wood jyain^
scot and Tile on
the walls, and
Nu-fi'oodTUe on
the ceiling, do a
real Job oj modernizing
this
theatre lobby.

However, the manufacturers of motorgenerators have likewise effected improvements and refinements that enable them
to compete successfully with all comers in
matters of both economy and efficiency.
The

result of all this is a marked
ment in results on the screen.

improve-

Definite progress has been made in projeclion equipment and all accessories. New
and improved lenses are now available. A
noteworthy improvement in the design of
projector

magazines has been made recently. This new product of cast aluminum has several added features not found
in film magazines heretofore.
Sound equipment has its new style cellular type horns, rotary stabilizers, so-called
push-pull adaptability and many other
features that contribute to finer sound.
Improvements
nounced.

in amplification

are

pro-

Structural Materials: To attempt to
classify and discuss all of the modern
building materials that are now available
for theatre construction and finishing, for

A LOliHY TH AT I'LILLS THEM IN
Those handsome walls and the attractive ceiling are NU-WOOD —
the truly modern interior finish. It has color. It has texture. It has
pleasing patterns in endless variety. It has everything you
beautiful modernizing

at moderate

need for

cost!

If you’re thinking of air conditioning your theatre, Nu-Wood Is
an essential — because of its high insulating efficiency. If the acoustics
are sour, Nu-Wood
theatre managers
new

will handle

that, too. Is it any

wonder

from coast to coast are using Nu-Wood

that

to put

charm — new pulling power — into their theatres?

W’e’d like to show you how Nu-Wood can be used in your theatre.
M ail the coupon — now — for full details!

NU'UJOOD
fwo^

CONVERSION

Utteiixn

affords

under

capable

architectural

guid-

ance. Structural glasses, vitreous products, compositions of stone and concrete,
steel, wood, rubber and many other raw
materials have been wrought into colorful
media for the formation of the modern
theatre — both inside and out.
And
this:

the beauty of the whole situation is
A theatre can be modernized or

newly

constructed

and

furnished

today

at

surprisingly low cost as compared to what
an ordinary house would have cost a few
years ago. You can go as far as you like
in this present market and you can’t go
very far wrong if you follow the directions of a capable architect.

In this issue one of our theatre chair
advertisers (look and see who) coins a
clever new phrase: “D. O. — Double-featuritis Ordeal.” Timely, eh what?

COMPANY

Room 7-134, First National Bank Building, St. Paul, Minn.
Gentlemen: I want to know more about Nu-Wood for
□ New Construction
□ Remodeling
Name
Address
Ciiu
State
....

CJ

decorative effect, durability and downright economy, would be folly. Suffice it
to say that there is hardly a limit to the
possibilities of what the present market

Feel
frankly
We’re

free

to

write

the

M.

T.

editor

about any construction or equipment problem that may confront you.
here to help you.
The

MODERN

THEATRE

SECTION

PRESS

BOOK

The

opinion has been expressed frequently in these columns that exhibitors
are extremely neglectful of the natural
exploitation possibilities of new and modern equipment.
The idea has been given substantial impetus and support in a new press book just
issued by RCA. Here at last is a real contribution to showmanship. The “Magic
Voice of the Screen” has a new medium
through which to express its appeal to the
public.
Good sound is one of the most important elements of House Appeal in a theatre— a permanent asset of any house that
has it. It should therefore be exploited
continuously.
The new RCA Photophone press book
lays out a comprehensive advertising campaign on High Fidelity sound. It not only
carries the theatre through the early stages
of installation and the opening date, but
develops a year-round program of effective
exploitation.
It is indeed a clever compilation, yet one
of the most practical and complete services ever provided to the users of theatre
equipment. We predict a wide and enthusiastic reception for this new RCA press
book.

General

conditioning.”
ED. NOTE — The members
of ACMA
are: Baker
Ice Macliine Co., Inc., Omaha,
Neb.; Carrier Corporation. Newark, N. J. ; De La Vergne Engine Co.,
Philadelphia; Delco-Frigidaire Conditioning Corp.,
Dayton, Ohio; General Electric Co., Bloomfield,
N. J. ; Kelvinator Corporation. Detroit; ParksCramer
Co., Fitchburg, Mass.; B. F. Sturtevant
Co., Boston, Mass.; Vilter Manufacturing Co. Milwaukee. Wis; Westinghouse Electric & Mfg. Co.,
Mansfield, Ohio; York Ice Machinery Corporation,
York, Pa.

already are 82.7 per cent of that total,”
Mr. Henderson said. “The seasonal spring
peak was reached in March, with sales of
$17,137,869. Smaller cash totals but larger
numbers of installations can be expected
through the next few months, as buying
turns partly from the year-round and larger types of equipment to the room-type

Today’s thought for theatre men: Personal service to your patrons is something
the producer can’t put into the picture.
That part of the procedure is strictly up
tc you.

mmfM

^

Capt. Passman

units designed for the summer comfort
functions of residential and business air

months a year ago, and a total not reached in 1936 until October, according to an
announcement by William B. Henderson,
executive vice-president.
April sales were second highest of any
month in history, being $9,663,009, an increase of 156.8 per cent over the April,
1936, total, which was $3,751,015.
“The Association’s sales in 1936, biggest
year of the industry’s history, were $49,942,301, and the sales reported this year

Named
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RKO
Alhee
of Brooklyn

Register Pres.

another
user

of

gratified
JSANI-DRI

Capt. P. C. Passman, for many years
engaged in the development of ticket issuing machines and allied equipment, has
been named president of General Register
Corp. following the resignation of Percy
Phillipson to become chairman of the
board.
Mr. Phillipson announced the change as

Theatre
ing
after
theatre
is

necessary in view of the “great development” of General Register business and the
decision to produce practically all of the

adopt-

machines at the plant in Brooklyn, “thus
giving to the American market a domestic

DRI
SANI-

product, instead of an imported product.”
He will serve as chairman of the board and
will continue to take an active part in the
affairs of General Register.

Air Conditioning

SANI-DRI. the modern
electric method of hand and

Sales

Surpass All Records
Installed cost of equipment sold by the
members of the Air Conditioning Manufacturers’ Association broke all records in
the first four months of 1937, aggregating
$41,311,301, an increase of 180 per cent
over the sales of $14,756,992 in the same
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else can, to keep washrooms continuously clean.
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washrooms stay clean.
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HIGH STYLE AT LOW

COST FOR LITTLE HOUSES

WHEN the owner of

a small capacity theatre, whose resources
are limited by the very
fact that the theatre is
small, contemplates remodeling, he is faced with the
problem of style versus price.
If he wants high style, he
is afraid the cost will be

High style exempUfied in
the
auditoriums
of
the
State Theatre, Mason City,
Thoatre. and
Wooning
Iowa
(above),
the
Water, Neb. (left). Photos
courtesy Wood
Conversion
Co.

prohibitive, while on the other hand, if he
wants low price he fears that the quality
of his purchases will be inferior. This bewildering problem is one whose solution
must be made at the very beginning and
perhaps wise planning in advance is its
only solution.
Small theatres, by their very nature, can

be made attractive and intimate with a
moderate expenditure. However, they can
also be made garish and cheap by unwise
buying of inappropriate materials and furnishings. This will be the result of purchases made with only “low cost” in mind.

Welcome the deaf — a?zd increase Box
Office Receipts 10%. while expanding
your Audience Area.

man’s disposal today are notably inexpensive in relation to their high style. Most
any modernizing material on the market
today that lends itself to use in the small
theatre will be found in a range of prices
that is well within the means of any owner of limited resources. He need not be
content with an inferior grade or imitation as he was in the days not long past

New
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of
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Dictograph
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York,
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Materials

modern

Plentiful

materials

at the theatre

TRANSVERTER
In considering

any

improvement

in your

projection, remember that uniform, current control is the foundation of good results on the screen.
The Hertner Transverter always
constant, direct current.
Sold through THE NATIONAL
Manufactured

THE

HERTNER
12695 ELMWOOD
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when price-buying almost obliterated
quality.
The two small theatres pictured here
are excellent examples of how small theatre interiors can be modernized at moderate cost. They reflect the charm of intimate surroundings and placid environment, which has been accomplished by
good taste in buying at low cost. The top
picture is of the auditorium of the State
Theatre, of Mason City, Iowa. Obvious at
once is the charming decorative scheme
which is accomplished by the mere use of
attractively textured decorative board.
With vertical lines predominating in the
wall treatment, the theatre is made to appear larger than it really is and the lighter
toned pilasters add to this effect also.
A diamond pattern which borders the
wall at the ceiling line is further evidence
of style gained inexpensively, since the
cutouts in various shapes, such as this, are
of the selfsame fibre board and are furnished all ready to be used in any manner
desired. The ceiling is also of the decorative board, and here is the secret of the
wise owner’s acquisition of value in his
modernizing materials — he not only received a bang-up decorative job for his
money, but the decorative board which was
used is also an acoustic material with an
absorptive quality that guarantees good
sound reception in his auditorium.
Further evidences of style in the State
Theatre are the side-wall lighting fixtures
of the vari-colored type. The ample provision of light which they give is indeed
an improvement over any type of fixtures
which they replaced and their modern
beauty is not to be overlooked either. A
new modern pattern of carpet is also to be
noted in the remodeled house.
Atmospheric

Effects

Another example of modernizing ingenuity is offered in the picture of the Chief
Theatre, in Weeping Water, Neb. This is
an atmospheric interior whose charm was
maintained at low cost, but with an immense amount of high style. The Indian
v/igwams overlaid and stenciled on the
walls show a very intriguing use of texture and design in accomplishing a mural
effect. Wide use of Indian decorative
motifs and rugs and hangings further enhance the atmosphere of this auditorium.
Here again decoration is combined with
acoustical efficiency to prove a great value
to the theatre man who desires quality as
well as style.
This stunning little house is one which
shows ingenious handling on the part of
its designer and the owner. Good taste in
every particular is evident and not one
particle of garishness is found in this case
where very obviously the effect might have
been overdone. From the interestingly
tiled ceiling of acousti-decorative material
to the Indian designed carpeting, not one
iota of style is overlooked. The novel indirect lighting which comes from boxes
below the Indian campfire designs is also
worthy of examination, since it shows original thought on the part of those responsible for the design of the Chief.
With these small theatres in mind, it is
no wonder that we say high style at low
cost is no longer a dream in the minds of
thousands of theatre owners throughout
the country. Modern materials for decorating and remodeling make this the most
feasible next move for all those whose
theatresorous use.
show the ravages of time and rigThe MODERN

THEATRE

SECTION

LITERATURE
NOTE: Readers who desire copies of any
of the following literature will be supplied
promptly upon request to The Modern Theatre Information Bureau, 332 S. Michigan
Ave., Chicago, III.
American Polytect Corp., of New York
City, files a copy of its color chart on decorative metallization of plastic materials
for theatre treatment, together with an
outline of the advantages of Polytect as a
modern decorative medium.
American Seating Company, Grand Rapids, Mich., submits a copy of a new 16page booklet entitled “I Am Buying Theatre Chairs” — an experience in seating.
Prepared in conversational style and pertinently illustrated, it contains many helpful hints to the purchaser of theatre seating.
Mishawaka Rubber & Woolen Mfg. Co.,
of Mishawaka, Ind., presents a copy of its
catalog on Mishawaka Cushions — a recently perfected method of rubber decking for theatre chairs. The booklet is profusely illustrated and brings out the several exclusive features of the product.
Should be interesting to exhibitors who
contemplate the purchase of seating.

based on the increased number of paid
admissions due to air conditioning.
Every variable encountered by theatre
owners is considered — climate, size of
house, balcony, unusual construction, and
power and water costs. Nine steps are
listed for the owner to follow. Each step
refers him to a chart where he will find
approximate power, water, miscellaneous
costs, and operating and capital charges
for his type of theatre.
Another section describes a
simple
method of calculating the liquidation
period, one summer in some instances,
while another shows the yearly net profit
of the exhibitor after he has paid off his
initial investment.
Carrier air-conditioned theatres, upon

which the booklet is based, include Radio
City, New York; Uptown Theatre, Sedalia,
Mo.; Lincoln Theatre, Miami Beach;
Broadway Theatre, Sao Paulo, Brazil; El
Encanto Theatre, Havana, Cuba; Chalerm
Krung, Bangkok, Siam; State Theatre,
Nanking, China; Tower Theatre, Los Angeles, Calif.
There is no better way to keep posted
on new developments than by reading your
trade paper — particularly the
ments.

advertise-

House Appeal is that irresistible quality
that draws trade regardless of the picture
that’s being played.

TO BE SURE «TULL HOUSE'
. . . at all performances,
Vibrafram — the new

investigate

acoustical treat-

ment designed especially for theatres

Voigt Company, of Philadelphia, files
a copy of its new folder on Indirect Theatre Lighting; emphasizing the new Voigt
“Chroma-Lume” line of distinctive ideas,
style, design and modern materials in newfashioned lighting for theatres. Contents
copyrighted.
Wagner Sign Service, Inc., of Chicago,
submits a new catalogue in three-color illustration and description of Wagner Silhouette Sign Letters for every purpose.
The brochure introduces the new letters,
the recently perfected 3-in-l mounting
units and contains full information and
prices, including mounting details and construction information.
Westinghouse Electric & Mfg. Co., of
East Pittsburgh, Pa., files a copy of a new
ten-page illustrated Catalog Section No.
43-600, describing a new line of detachable
instruments for outdoor and indoor service. Pamphlet contains price lists, outline dimensions, application data, construction details and wiring diagrams.

Palace

IEADING theatre managers are
j

learning

that

this

new

acoustical

Clever Booklet Computes
Air Conditioning Costs

treatment — designed especially for theatres —
is a big factor in drawing a full house at

Using a minimum of sales arguments.
Carrier Corporation has drawn up an informative, unique booklet designed to enable the neighborhood or community movie
house owner or the proprietor of a 2,000
seat house to estimate in advance the owning and operating costs and liquidation
period of a modern air conditioning system.

assures better hearing, and — at the same
time — provides a beautiful interior finish.
This new incombustible type of sound-

Information is based on actual performance studied by the company’s engineers
for 25 years, thus eliminating all guess
work. Prom the diagrams included, the
theatre owner can select the type of system
best suited to his house; and figure the
approximate cost and the liquidation time.
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Theatre

Auditorium,

Fayetteville,

Arkansas.

Vibrafram

onwallsand balcony front prevents“ecIiocs”ancl insures better hearing, serving doubly as attractive interior decoration.

more performances.
Vibrafram (formerly

absorbent

Heerwagen

Tile)

meets the specific acoustical requirements oftheatres. It is quickly installed

over your present

ceilings and

walls

without

interfering with your regular schedule of
daily performances. It comes in a variety of
ornamental

theatre,
He

AN

ACOUSTICAL

—
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will

any obligation

tell you
you

honestly

need

on

wide

survey

your

your

part.

just how

to correct

a

much

acoustics

in

your theatre, give you an accurate estimate
on the cost of the job, and supervise the
installation for you. For a FREE survey of
your

theatre,

mail

the coupon

now.

THE CELOTEX
CORPORATION
919 N. Michigan Ave., Chicago, 111.
Without obligation, please have a Celotex
acoustical expert get in touch with me, for
free acoustical survey of my theatre.

MARK

PRODUCT

CeilcdteX
REC.

without

Vibrafram

Vibrafram
TRADE

designs

range of decorative effects.
Let a Celotex acoustical expert
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OFFERING SERIALLY THE OPINIONS
OF ILLUMINATION FOR ADVERTISING

New

Materials

in Selling Your

and

OF SPECIALISTS IN THE VARIOUS FACTORS
DISPLAY, CLEAR VISION AND SCENIC EFFECT

Methods

to Use

Name

By Francis M. Falge*
UR
name
in
lights !
What
is so heart

sparkle by the use of an ordinary 4-contact sign flasher, preferably with a fast
action. Each line of sockets is wired just

warming to the theatre owner or to the

as for a twinkling border effect with circuits No. 1, 2, 3, and 4 and then repeat.
When connecting the flasher, however, circuits 2 and 3 are interchanged which upsets the regular progression of spots and
causes the sparkling effect. Ten-watt
clear S-14 lamps or 20-watt clear A-17 gasfilled sign lamps contribute materially to
the sparkling effect.

performer as a visible
symbol of his success.
Brightness, sparkle
and movement assure
that a name leaves an
unmistakable impression on the public,
from near and far.
For a theatre front doing much of its
business at night, attracting and inviting,
no worth-while substitute has as yet been
found for “Name” letters in sparkling
lamps. True, new methods of using lamps
more efficiently and effectively have been
developed, but they are still based on the
well-tried idea of exposed lamps.
Lamp spacing has much to do with

re-

sults; in most cases “Name” signs are
viewed from close distances and lamps
should be spaced close together to produce a pleasing smoothness. Small lamps
seen from short distances should be on 3inch

centers, large lamps at farther distances may be placed on 4-inch centers.
With closer centers the wattage need not
be so high although brightness makes the
letters really outstanding. For vertical

Letters

With

Reflector

FIGl'KK

Inserts

of

Exposed lamp letters should ordinarily
have lamps spaced on close centers to provide smoothness and legibility for close
viewing.

However, by using a parabolicshaped polished reflector insert between

lamps on spacings of 4*2" to 6" the light
sources are spread out in an interesting
fashion, joining the lines of light and providing a more definitely formed letter but
with relatively few lamps.
With ordinary types of letters, painted
channels and backgrounds do little to redirect the reflected light to advantage,
especially when they become dirty. The
direct light from the source is most advan-

4

or

1— A

novel

5 letters

treatment

may

be

ished corrugated background
ing on
itlamp
a type.
high
posed

tageous.

brightness

Reflectors

for short

had

by
and

pol-

superimpos-

letter

redirect

names

usiiiff a
of

the

ex-

the light, or-

dinarily wasted, in a “down the street direction,” thus giving greater brightness
effect to the majority of viewers. Their
greatest advantage, however, lies in the
use of natural colored glass covers, which
provide

a higher transmission of color initial y, a great color output through life,
and greater initial uniformity of color.
Six-watt S-6 clear lamps are used so that
the brightness is adequate for many roof
signs and other signs in low brightness

signs 25-watt lamps are suitable for average locations in reasonably competitive
districts; a theatre competes for money
not only from other theatres but from
other stores as well. Inside frosted lamps
are most efficient, although in some places
yellow lamps are desirable for a more
pleasing

contrast. They give initially approximately 80per cent of the light of inside frosted lamps. Clear daylight lamps,
too, offer a desirable contrast, though cutting the light output to approximately
one-half.
Twinkle

Letters

Letters using two or more rows of lamps
per stroke can be made to twinkle and

*Nela Park Engineering Dept, of General Electric Co., Cleveland, Ohio.
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The i05th Street and Euclid Avenue section
center. Height and sparkling theatre names

of Cleveland impresses one
and borders of exposed lamps

The

as an
provide

MODERN

interesting movie
the desired punch.

THEATRE

SECTION

TO IMPROVE
BOX OFFICE

The
Lyric Theatre
of Lima, Ohio, employs one of the Vshape
pre-fabrieated marquees.
This
variation utilizes a
pylon type vertical
sis'll with
exposed
lamps to provide a
punch for the name.
The
attraction letters carry a
significant message. In
this Installation the
m<Hlem

Modernize your theatre — end
floor noises — re-carpet by the
Mohawk
money-saving plan.

type of silhouette letter is

used.

Broaduxiy Wilton Carpeting No. 61103E

Available in various color combinations —
Black, Taupe, Red, and Yellow

districts, especially with clear or light amber colors. These reflector letters were illustrated in the January 9 issue of The
Modern Theatre section of Boxoffice.
Multiple

Trough

Letters

rugated metal for decoration. Here the
letter is formed of fairly large reflectors,
6 to 10 inches in diameter, thus limiting
the application to large vertical signs, roof
signs, and spectacular displays. The reflectors collect a great proportion of the

By properly angling the sides of a
trough of polished metal such as Alcoa
lighting sheet, so that they closely approximate a parabolic curvature, a single row
of lamps is reflected so as to appear as
three rows. Besides the greater appearance of mass, considerably more light is
directed down the street where it is most
useful. Letters of this construction can
be made in 2-foot and larger sizes. These
were also illustrated in the January 9 issue of The Modern Theatre showing corrugated metal effects.
Polished

Corrugated

BOXOFFICE
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the

modern,

public

patronizes

up-to-date.

That

For

theatres

It seeks

ments. Above all, people
pictures without
ance of scraping

want

thousands

Mohawk

to enjoy

specializes

sound

disturb-

of successful

theatre

Mohawk.

in fine theatre

rich, deep-piled

are

appoint-

noise and

are re-carpeting — with

coverings —

that

lu.xurious

the annoying
feet.

is why

owners

carpets

floor

that deaden

every noise and give an air of luxury. Mohawk’s
new line offers you a variety of patterns and
colors in every
— woven

grade — all priced unusually

to give long wear

and

extra

low

service.

Why not take advantage of the free Mohawk
Advisory Service? Our experts will gladly help
you with your problem. Just wire collect to any
of the Mohawk offices listed below.

Metal

Though not particularly well adapted to
letters themselves, except where effect is
more important than legibility, polished
corrugated metals can be used in a variety
of ways to add decoration to the more
usual types of letters. Figure 1 shows one
such method. Here, 1^4 -inch corrugated
metal, chromium or nickel on copper is
formed into squares with exposed lamps
set every 5 or 6 inches along the edges.
Many attractive combinations of lamp
colors and types can be had, the reflections extending into the letter, thus giving emphasis to it. The letter itself is of
the exposed lamp style, channeled so as
to keep light from the corrugated background. Such a scheme is quite feasible
for a name with 4 or 5 letters; it can also
be used for the complete background of a
vertical or marquee sign.
Figure 2 shows another way of using cor-

Today

Send

today

for Mohawk’s

amazing

Carpet

Calculator. It’s a very simple instrument that
enables you to quickly and easily estimate your
carpet

requirements.

Mobawk

Carpet

MOHAWK

GENERAL

SALES

So

send

Calculator.

today

Remember— it’s free.

CARPET

OFFICE:

295

for your

FIFTH

MILLS

AVENUE.

NEW

YORK

Regional Sales Offices:
Atlanta
Boston
Cleveland
Dallas
FIGURE
2 — Large letters for vertieal, roof or
spectacular displays may
be made
by using
large efficient reflectors for the strokes and
polished corrugated metal with exposed lamps
for a decorative trim.

Buffalo
Denver

Chicago
Cincinnati
Des Moines
Detroit

High Point
Kansas City
Los Angeles
Philadelphia
Pittsburgh
San Francisco
Seattle
St. Louis
1937, Mohawk

MOHAWK

CARPET

MILLS,

Please send me your Carpet

295

Calculator.

there will be no charge or obligation

light of lamps placed at the focal point
and direct the light down the street. Even
10-watt lamps have a surprising “punch.”
The corrugated polished metal is used
as a border trim with exposed lamps plac(Continued on page 77)

Fifth

Carpet

Mills. Inc.

Ave., N. Y. C.
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CAMPAIGN

WAGNER
LETTERS
Gave
a New

Dave J. Finn, RCA Photophone Advertising Manager, recently outlined the company’s advertising and promotion program
for the year. He stressed the importance
of the motion picture trade papers as the

Them

backbone
campaign.

Marquee

They Saved

$1000.00
The Maiestic Theatre
new

marquee

wanted

a

until they saw

what

could be done with WagS)io\vingr the marquee modernization of the Majestic
ner Letters. Then they modernTlieatre, Santa Monica, Cal., with Wagner
Letters.
ized their marquee, with WagOur Structures
ner Letters of course — they secured the effect of a new
Are All
Covered by
marquee and pocketed a substantial saving.

Wagner Letters are the only TRUE silhouette letters —
straight-edge and sharply defined — easy to change and
they never freeze in the frame. Be sure you get GENUINE
Wagner Letters.

WAGNER SIGN SERVICE, Inc.

218 S. Hoyne
Ave
123 W. 64th St
706 E. Hancock Ave

THE
PATENT
PROTECTION

of

Photophone’s

promotional

“In the final analysis,” said Mr. Finn to
the delegates at a recent sales convention,
“the motion picture exhibitor has two
basic things to offer the public. After he
has provided the most comfortable and
pleasant surroundings for his patrons all
he has to give them when they come is
sight and sound. All the best feature pictures are placing a new emphasis on sound
to build up dramatic values. The sound
equipment of a theatre, therefore, becomes
one of his most important assets. After
months of careful study we have prepared a well-balanced promotion campaign
designed to help the exhibitor get the most
out of the exploitation possibilities inherent in his sound apparatus.”

New

Ticket Choppers

CORPORATION

Modern Trend
Typify Modernization
of thea-

tre equipment to conform
to the atmospheric effects
of present architecture
and decorative technique
is apparent on every
hand. An instance in

CHICAGO
NEW
YORK
DETROIT

Los Angeles Sales Office: 1957 S. Vermont Ave.
Territory RcDresentative: FLEXLUME
SALES
CORPORATION
436 Boulevard of the .Lilies, Pittsburgh
Southeastern Representative: FLEXLLME
SOUTHERN
CORPOR.LTION,
•Ltlanta, Ga.

Pittsburgh

point is a new streamlined ticket chopper now
being man
produced
New-of
Brothers, by
Inc.,
Cincinnati. The new unit,
besides embodying the
latest

mechanical improvements for ticket mutilation, is offered in a
variety of colors. All
models are available in

GOOD PERFORMANCE
ALL THE WAY

aluminum or chromeplated trimmings.

Chair Company Adopts
New Type Seat Decking
Whether your theatre is large or small,
Brenkert Enarc gives you the very finest
Superex

projection, — brilliant and

steady

at

all times. Enarc's advanced engineering assures trouble-free performance, — its unit construction provides exceptional ease of operation with full accessibility to all ports, insuring long-life and economical maintenance.
Sold and serviced by Brenkert
distributors across the continent and in most foreig:n countries.

Nukraft, a new spring decking material,
has been adopted by the American Seating
Company for use in spring seat theatre
chairs. The product is made of sterilized
hair dipped in latex and woven into figure
8 loops as shown in the illustration. It is

More and more theatre owners everywhere
are enjoying the exclusive features of Enarc
performance. That's why Brenkert installations are increasing more rapidly than those
of any other nationally known make.

said to have passed all the rigid tests to
which it was subjected in the Product
Testing Laboratory of American Seating
Company. Nukraft, manufactured by the
B. F. Goodrich Company, is also used extensively in transportation seating, household furniture, mattresses, etc. This revolutionary seat decking is claimed to add
years of life and comfort to theatre chairs.
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The MODERN
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SECTION

A CALL

On

numerous

occasions

TO MANUFACTURERS

lately our

attention

has

been

directed

believe

such

an

organization

already

exists.

But

to the present

Association,

need of a well-governed Theatre Equipment Manufacturers'
better service to the theatre operating industry.
We

much useful illumination. When a white,
translucent wall is used, vari-colored lights
can be employed with telling effect — and
aceiling.
similar treatment is possible with the

if we

are

correctly

urgent

motivated

by

informed,

the

present membership is limited largely to producers of projection equipment and supplies and its activities are quite dormant at this time. Perhaps it could be revived and
extended to cover a much larger scope of service.
It has been suggested that we sound a call to ALL manufacturers of commodities used
in theatre construction, outfitting and mechanical maintenance. It is proposed that a
special committee of manufacturers
tions for such an organization.

be

appointed

to study

and

make

basic

recommenda-

Provided the proposed organization can be formed to function along constructive
lines for the benefit of the industry at large, we are for it and will lend it every possible
encouragement.
We

see

PRODUCER

in such
and

a

the

movement

the possibility

CONSUMER,

a

relationship

of a

better

understanding

that is difficult, if not

between

impossible,

The

success

will be governed

of such
largely

an

use of better
buys.

orgonization

by its expressed

and

materials.

Obviously,

its reception

objectives

and

on

the

the part

the attitude

result

should

of theatre

IF it bears ^ ^ ^

the

to at-

tain indirectly through the customary dealers' organizations. Furthermore, we see an
opportunity for all manufacturers of theatre equipment to encourage through cooperation
the development and proper
better service to the man who

Since the motion picture theatre is essential y a thing of light — and is increasingly becoming a thing of color also, it
challenges the ingenuity of the expert in
luminous architecture. To meet this challenge, he will find an ever-increasing field
of opportunity for ingenious applications
of these modern materials. For there is
hardly a place in the modern theatre,
either inside or out, where such materials
cannot be used to advantage.

be

owners

this emblem,
you can buy

with

us preliminarily

who
and

may

be

to express

interested

in the proposal

their views. — THE

are

^

it with confidence

of its members.
.

All manufacturers

,,

invited

to communicate

EDITOR.

.

.

because you’ll find it only on theatre equipment and supplies that are engineered for service —
that are honestly
represented and rightly priced. Look
for the Robin Mark of Quality at your

supply dealer 'before you buy — it is the
sign of approval of an organization with
years of experience in the design, distribution and application of theatre apparatus.

New

Structural Media

for Modern

Showmanship

(Continued

from page 52)

surface reflects the light and makes it
look opaque. But at night, when this
translucent material is backed with illumination, it becomes alive with color and
glows with shimmering beauty.
Unlimited

Individuality

By combining Vitrolux with its opaque
structural counterpart, Vitrolite, striking
effects can be obtained which for variety
of color and individuality of treatment are
limited only by the imagination. No longer must theatre fronts remain constantly
the same, changeable only after expensive
alterations. Panels of translucent glass in
the facade can be backed with illumination of varying shades and intensity, and
the front made to change color nightly if
desired. In the lobby, unique lighting effects, likewise changeable in color, can be
employed to suggest the nature of the featured picture, or perhaps the personality
of the star.
These possibilities enable the theatre designer to take advantage of the fact that
architecture today is steadily advancing
toward a more skillful use of light. Illumination no longer serves the purpose of
visibility alone. It is decorative as well,
which is why buildings everywhere are
being flooded with light.
Increased use of light for decoration as
well as for adequate visibility presents an
opportunity not only for striking architectural achievements but for opening up
an entirely new field of merchandising effort.
No matter how well an artist may paint
a sunset, he cannot reproduce one that is
BOXOFFICE

truly realistic. Regardless of how effectively the picture may be illuminated or
floodlighted, it lacks the eye stimulus
which we find in a real sunset, because the
sunset gives off light. Through the use of
a luminous medium, theatre exteriors —
and interiors, too — can be made to ‘give
off’ light — not reflect it — resulting in better night advertising, greater eye appeal,
and more vivid design.

1. E. ROBIN, INC.
Wholesale
33-1: West

44th

Sales

Street

Engineers
New

York,

N. Y,

This is especially important in view of
the fact that the theatre is essentially a
night-time diversion and should be displayed to the best advantage at that time.
Ideal

for

Interiors

Coming inside the theatre, we find that
here, too, structural glass serves both decorative and utilitarian purposes. Obviously, it is a surpassing material for lobby,
ticket booth, lounge, and restrooms. But
with the advent of the new tempered glass
into which colors are fused, a new kind of
beauty is bright inside the theatre. Walls
and ceilings may glow with colorful light
that changes with the season, or with the
moment.
As an integral part of the architectural
lighting scheme within the theatre, the
available combinations of structural glass
and color-fused tempered glass offer untold opportunities for expressive treatment. The various possible treatments
can be no more than hinted at here; because even a fairly comprehensive list of
them would far exceed the space limits of
this article.
One such treatment of a theatre interior, that provides a particularly fascinating decorative note in the foyer, is to have
the walls done in any of the available
shades of translucent glasses. Lighted from
behind, these glowing panels impart a
modern, distinctive note of v;armth and
hospitality and at the same time supply
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PRACTICAL' GUIDANCE ON ALL PHASES OF THEATRE
IMPROVEMENT FOR MODERNITY, HARMONY IN DECORATIVE EFFECT, EFFICIENCY

ECONOMY

IN OPERATION

Case History No. 7
The

Reformation

Theatre

of the Old Isis

in Fort Worth
was certainly far below present standards
as regards the practical theatre fronts.
Admittedly weak in attraction value, with
scant provision for lighting effects and the
proper display of advertising, out of style
and unimpressive to the public, the old Isis
was a fit subject for restoration, and the
change speaks for itself.

Editor’s Note : Photographs and factual
data regarding the project to be discussed
herein were furnished
by W. Scott Dunne,
theatre architect, of
Dallas, Texas. Mr.
Dunne is an affiliate
member of the Remodeling Institute and a
frequent contributor to
the reader interest of
this department.

The original ground area of the old theatre was 32 by 115 feet, with a horseshoe

DUNNE

balcony, seating a total of about 500 persons. By annexing additional space occupied by former stores at either side and
displacing a rooming house above the theatre, the new Isis was enlarged to cover an
aiea of 60 by 140 feet with a 22 by 50 foot

The old Isis Theatre, in Fort Worth,

The old Isis (above) and its remarkably modem
(•(mnteriMirt (below), the New
Isis Theatre in
F<»rt \^’orth, Texas.

Texas, prior to its rejuvenation late
last Pall, was typical of that class of
picture houses on which passing time and
changing fashion have left their marks.
An elegant theatre for its size, in its day;
but its day was that of the past.
The

owners. North Fort Worth Amusement Company, decided last year to restore
the property, increase the capacity of the
house and otherwise revive the earning
possibilities of the estate. Through the
architectural services of W. Scott Dunne
of Dallas, Texas, and at an expenditure
of approximately $40,000, the old Isis was
transformed into a really modern theatre.
The

new

Isis was

opened

in November

of 1936 to an appreciative audience. Interest in theatre-going was restored as a
result of the rehabilitation of the old house.
The

extent

of improvement

may

be judged

by a comparison of the “before” and
“after” views of the front of the old Isis
and its successor the new Isis shown herewith.
Modern

Front

Applied

The old facade was of the ornate arcade
type so popular back in the days when
theatre construction was first beginning to
assert itself architecturally. While hardly
more subject to criticism than many of its
contemporaries of that period, the old Isis
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shop on the corner. Seating capacity was
thus increased to 1,000.
New

Materials

Employed

Modern materials and equipment were
used throughout. The new front is of
white stucco in monolithic effect, which
serves properly to emphasize the electrical
display and colorful advertising effects employed in the main sign and marquee. A
feature of the latter is the V-shaped
changeable letter attraction board atop the
streamlined canopy which serves as a subordinate to the main attraction sign facing the street.
The front entrance comprises a complete
ensemble of tile and metal construction
applied in the streamline manner, with the
box office brought out to the sidewalk and
easily accessible to the patrons.
The lobby has a tile dado and a metal
ceiling with light channels in colors. A
confectionery stand is located at the side.
The foyer of the new Isis is floored with
asphalt tile in a terrazzo pattern. Plaster
walls and ceilings are decorated in the
modern trend and well lighted. Accessory
equipment includes sand jars, smoking
stands and chrome furniture settees. Refined easel type frames for poster display
are provided.
The rest rooms have tiled floors and high
wainscotes, with acoustically treated ceilings and metal enclosures. Pull provision
for maximum sanitation and comfort was
made.
Pleasing

Magnificent styling is evident in the auditorium of
the

newly

enlarged

Modem

new

remodeled

and

Isis Theatre.

e(iui|mient and decoration enhance this func-

tional lobby in Fort
Isis.

AVorth’s

Environment

The

enlarged auditorium is of the stadium type, - with concrete floor, plaster
dadoes and composition board on the upper
walls and ceiling. Decoration is simple,
accomplished by a tiling arrangement of
the material in a variegated effect. The
rear portion of the stadium is reserved for
negro patrons. Lighting in the auditorium
is of the indirect reflected type, using modern metal fixtures on the side walls. Comfortable chairs of the upholstered type with
padded backs were installed. Aisles are
attractively carpeted in latest patterns.
The new Isis is summer air conditioned,
with an air washing system and a gas fired
heating system forms the winter conditioning unit.
Acoustically treated throughout and with
the latest types of projection and sound
equipment, the Isis now features excellent
presentation of its programs under conditions that create a friendly feeling among
its patrons and a desire to come again.
The new Isis is operated under the capable management of L. G. Tiddall, its owner. Mr. Tiddall has demonstrated his progressiveness and astute showmanship in
this outstanding case of property modernization. Mr. Dunne, the architect, has likewise amplified the importance of his profession in creating a proper environment
for the presentation of moving picture entertainment.

It’s well to remember that you seldom
get more than you’re willing to pay for.
A no-profit buy is sometimes a boomerang.

THEATRE

MODERNIZING

GUIDE

Through the co-operation of our affiliated architects, leading manufacturers, their engineers, designers, dealers, contractors and others, a majority of whom are active members of The Modern Theatre Remodeling
Institute, we are prepared to assist the theatre-owner in the structural
design as well as the selection and application of all commodities and
services needed in remodeling and modernizing by placing him in touch
with dependable sources of supply. As sponsor of the Institute, we
strive to impartially relay each inquiry only to sources of reliable information. However, we do not guarantee all statements or claims maae
in connection with products offered.

MAIL

THIS

FORM

The MODERN THEATRE Remodeling
Room 334 — 332 S. Michigan Ave.
Chicago, 111.

FOR

FREE

Institute,

Gentlemen: Without cost or obligation
covering the following subjects:

please

□ Acoustics
□ Air Conditioning

□ Decorating
□ Heating Equipment

□ Amplifiers
□ Architectural Service

n Lighting Fixtures
□ Lounge Furniture
n Plumbing Fixtures

□ Carpets
n Coin Changers
□ Complete Remodeling

INFORMATION

□
□ Projectors
Projection Lamps

arrange

to have

6-26-37

data supplied

to us

□ Screens
Seating
□ Signs and Marquees
□ Sound Equipment
□ Theatre Fronts
□ Ticket Machines
□ Other Subjects

Theatre
, , ,
Address

Seating Capacity.
State

Every theatre improvement project
should be carefully worked out on paper.
Never proceed without a plan.
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Signed

(Owner-Manager)
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A New Development for Economy
and Efficiency in Projection
By C. E. Hamann*

MN the past year or two, numerous ar-

ticles appeared in trade publications,
dealing with the technical aspects of
Copper Oxide rectifiers for projection purposes, but little data has been published
of a nature helpful to the theatre owner
or manager faced with the problem of deciding what type of power supply will be
most economical and efficient for his particular theatre.
In this article we will discuss the application of the General Electric Copper Oxide
Rectifier, omitting the technical details and
giving in everyday language, the results obtained and benefits derived from the use of
this equipment.
Referring to the Copper Oxide Rectifier
as a “new development” is somewhat of a
misnomer. It might more correctly be referred to as a new application of a tried
and proven device, because the Copper
Oxide Rectifier has been manufactured
by General Electric for many years and
used extensively in various industrial applications where reliability and long life
are essential requirements.
Developed

for

Suprex

Arc

With the advent of the Suprex type of
projection arc. General Electric recognized
the industry’s need for a rectifier of proven
reliability, high efficiency, and long life,
and developed the fan-cooled type of Copper Oxide rectifier to meet the exacting
needs of this new arc.
Due to its inherent electrical characteristics, the Copper Oxide Rectifier is particularly well suited to serve as a power
supply for the Suprex type of arc. From
data supplied by the carbon manufacturers,
we learn that the Suprex arc operates
best from a direct current power source
of about 45 volts, with just enough ballast
in the arc circuit to drop the voltage to
approximately 35 volts across the arc.
A higher voltage source, with more ballast tends to hold the arc current con*Sales Engineer, Appliance and Merchandise Dept., General Electric Company,
Bridgeport, Conn.
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stant and any slight changes in the arc
crater require a relatively long time to
correct and affect the intensity and color
of the light on the screen.
By a happy coincidence, the electrical
characteristics of the Copper Oxide Rectifier are such that if it is designed to deliver a no load voltage of 45 volts, it will
automatically deliver 35 volts at the normal
arc current, without any additional ballast in the arc circuit. It is this characteristic that makes the Copper Oxide Rectifier so peculiarly well adapted to the Suprex arc.
Cost

of

Operation

Now let us see what this means in power
consumption. A Suprex arc operating at
35 volts, 65 amperes, consumes 2,275 watts.
With a rectifier having an overall efficiency of 70%, the power taken from the
A. C. mains would be 3,250 watts.
Now, if we operate this same arc at the
voltage and current but use a different type of power supply requiring external ballast with 10 volts drop, then our
equipment must supply 2,275 watts to the
arc. same as before, but in addition, must
supply 650 watts lost in the ballast resistor.
Even if the efficiency of this other equipment is equal to the 70% of the rectifier,
the total power taken from the A.C. mains
will be 4,178
watts, or about
28% more than
that used by the
rectifier.
same

In

many instances, theatres
have
installed
Suprex arcs, but
for reasons of
economy have
continued to use
existing power
equipment designed to operate at 80 volts, as
required by older
types of projec-
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tion arcs. Here it is necessary to use
enough ballast to drop the 80 volts to 35
volts and rnore power is wasted in the ballast rheostat than is actually consumed by
the arc.
But here we are discussing technicalities
which we promised not to do. We can
picture our reader sitting with his fingers
crossed, wondering if all this efficiency
talk would mean anything to him in his
monthly bills for electric power.
A

Case

in

Point

Let us take a typical example, not an
imaginary example conceived in the mind
of an engineer, but an actual theatre installation, where the power measurements
were made by the utility company selling
power to the theatre, and the figures taken
from the theatre’s electric power bills.
In a modernization program,' the theatre
in question installed a pair of Suprex type
lamps of modern design. As a measure of
economy (which later proved to be very
false economy) it was decided to continue
using the old, 80 volt generator formerly
used with the theatre’s Hi-lo lamps.
Although the projection results were far
superior to that obtained from former
equipment, the installation was somewhat
of a disappointment from an efficiency
standpoint, there being no appreciable difference in the power bills over a period
of time.
At this point, it should be mentioned
that the writer is not attempting to discredit the motor generator set which in
this case was a well-made piece of equipment, furnished by a reliable manufacturer. This example is cited merely to
show the false economy of using any equipment for a purpose other than that for
which it was designed.
After operating several weeks for no apparent saving in power, it was decided to

Have

You
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install a pair of Copper Oxide rectifiers.
Immediately a marked drop in power consumption was noticed.
The following tabulation gives the total
Kilowatt hours per week (total theatre
load including projection booth) for six
weeks prior to the installation of the rectifiers and the six weeks following. The
installation was made during the week of
March 18 and the consumption during this
week represents part time on the old
equipment and part time on the rectifiers:
f Period Covered
Feb. 4 to Feb.
Feb. 11 to Feb.
18 to Feb.
Before-j Feb. 25 to
Mar.
Feb.
1
1 Mar. 4 to Mar.
1 Mar. 11 to Mar.

1118
25

1094
1022
1090
1048
1038
1080

4
11
18

Total power used
by theatre for six
weeks
priorof torectifiers.
installation

)
)
942
782
786 ) Total power used by
768
) theatre for six weeks
712 ) after installation
696 ) of rectifiers.
)
724

Now, Mr. Theatre Manager, we
don’t know what
K.W.H. rate you
pay for power at
your theatre, so
you will have to
take a pencil and
Fisr. 2— View showing: metlinnrf
nnrl ana
crrntrb -paa
scraicn
installing top secdo a little figur- *'»•> ""to hottom.
ing yourself. An average saving of 300
Kilowatt hours weekly multiplied by your
K.W.H. rate will give you the weekly
saving in dollars and cents. For example,
if you have a five cent rate, the saving is
$15.00 weekly. If your rate is lower, the
saving is, of course, less, but in any case,
it is enough to give you a good write-off
on your investment. How about it?
Economies

While power consumption is important,
there are other economies resulting from
SO

on the lamp pedestal, convenient for the
projectionist.
The rectifier delivers full power the instant the switch is closed. This makes
further economy possible, as one rectifier
can be shut down while the other is in
use, it being unnecessary to start the second rectifier until the projectionist is ready
to strike the arc in the second lamp.
The copper oxide elements operate at a
temperature only 2 or 3 degrees above
room temperature, so there is no appreciable heat from the rectifiers to cause
any discomfort
to the projectionist, if the instal ation ismade
in the booth.
The present design of General
Electric rectifiers
is a two-piece
construction to
simplify handling
and installation.
Either section
can be easily
Fig". 4 — Iiistallatiem diafier.
g:ram. Type 88r rectihandled by one
man alone, which
is quite an advantage in installations
where access to the booth is difficult. The
black crinkle finish and chrome trim harmonize with other equipment in the booth.
Maintenance

Hijhliip

Low Tap

V ^ 30
O
20
0

10 20
b-c

30

40

SO

60

70

flniperes Output

Fig. .3— Output regulation curves for each of
the eight adjustment steps of the 6.5ampere type 88F rectifier.
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EXPERIENCE

In Meeting

Exhibitors*

Requirements

- Reason No, 6. Why
Modern Theatres Choose

SCREENS
While growing up with the motion picture
industry. Da-Lite has continually anticipated
new requirements with new improvements in

Hours

)
)
)
)
)
)

LONG

control
or stop
throwlocated

Kilowatt Hours

25
Mar.
Apr. 1
Apr. 8
Apr. 15
Apr. 29
22
Apr.
May
6

As stated above, these figures show the
total power consumed weekly by this theatre and not just the power to the projection room, but, as no other changes were
made in the theatre load, it is
apparent that
this power saving
is attributable to
the rectifier installation.

Other

A simple and positive remote
system makes it possible to start
either rectifier instantly by merely
ing a small switch which may be

Kilowatt

1{Period Covered
to

Mar. 18
Mar. 25 to
After ^
1 to
Apr. 8 to
1 Apr.
15 to
Apr.
Apr. 22 to
1' Apr. 29 to

the installation of Copper Oxide Rectifiers. The cost of the actual work of installing the rectifiers is small compared
with other types of equipment. The rectifiers may be installed right in the projection room or in an adjacent room, thus
saving considerable in the cost of wiring.

Copper oxide rectifiers are conservatively designed and should have unlimited life
if properly operated and not overloaded
or otherwise abused.
In the new models, each individual section of the copper oxide unit is separately
fused so that if any of the sections are
accidentally short-circuited, or damaged in
any way, the other sections will not be
affected and the rectifier will continue to
operate without any interruption in service.
The blower motor is equipped with ball
(Continued on following page)

screens and new screens,
oped for specific projection

especially develconditions. As a

result, the Da-Lite line today offers the world's
largest selection of sizes and surfaces, including glass-beaded, white painted and silver.
Da-Lite alone makes White and silver screens
in seamless form (without any seam down
the center to mar the brilliance and clarity
of the picture).

Ask

your

supplier

about

the

superior sound transmitting and light reflective qualities of Da-Lite Screens. There is a
ments.
type exactly suited to your theatre's require-

DA-LITE

SCREEN

2713 N. Crawford

CO., INC.

Ave.,

Chicago,

Illinois

DA-LITE
SCREENS
Quality Screens for More
Than a Quarter Century

Deserve
Fine

Presentation

Embellish your programs with
smooth, silent curtain operation.

VALLEN
NOISELESS
CURTAIN

AUTOMATIC
CONTROLS
and

BALL-BEARING, ALL-STEEL.
SAFETY TRACK
One-button control starts, stops
or reverses (an exclusive ValI'en feature). Operates perfectly
every

time.

Write

for catalog

and

popular

•
prices. Control and
There's a
Vallen
Track for Every Size Curtain
and Every Budget.
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bearings, factory-lubricated and capable
of operating continuously for many years
without attention.
Operating

“One

Hints

Copper oxide rectifiers are conservatively rated and will safely carry the high
initial current necessary for striking the
arc. However, they must not be adjusted
for a continuous output in excess of the
nameplate rating.
The normal operating current of the 6-7
mm Suprex trim is 40 to 50 amperes and
50 to 65 amperes for the 6.5-8 mm trim.
The rectifiers must be adjusted so that
the arc current is maintained within these
limits. If the arc current is too low the

I'iff. r>— Series eonneetioii of tut)
Keetifiers for operating: 50- to
spot light.

Moment

Credit for this cock-eyed
HUBLEY, Jr., Resident
SEND IN YOURS.

Please”

caver of our punch drunk projectionist goes to C. J.
Manager of the Cameo Theatre at Tallulah, La.

<i-K
70-volt

positive crater will burn shallow and the
light will be poor and not uniform in color.
On the other hand, if the arc current
is in excess of the limits shown for the respective sizes of carbons, the crater will
burn too deeply, resulting in an unsteady,
wavering light of much poorer quality than
that obtained at normal currents.
Maximum screen light is obtained when
the arc is operated near the upper limit
of the current range. It is a mistake, however. to operate at a point where the screen
light is excessive, as it tends to emphasize any defects or scratches in the film as
well as irregularities in the projection

That Sultry Night Late in June when the Boss's New Bride Invaded OT Sam's
Privacy with a Plea, ‘Tm Just Dying for You to Show Me How You Put Pictures
on

the Screen."

ballast rheostats to drop the voltage to
50 to 55 volts. In a theatre equipped with
a pair of G-E Rectifiers, it is possible to
obtain the necessary voltage for operating
a spot by merely connecting the output
of the two rectifiers in series. Figure 5
shows a simple switching arrangement for
accomplishing this.
Conclusion

Summing up the foregoing, we can look
for the following advantages from the installation of copper oxide rectifiers in
conjunction with Suprex type lamps:
(a) High efficiency and operating
economy

rig.

— Outline

dimensions,

f>|H*

H8F

re<'fifier.

equipment. Furthermore, carbon consumption is practically doubled between
the low and high limits of the current
range.
Obviously, the most economical point at
which to operate is near the low current
limit, although maximum light is obtained
near the upper limit of arc current. The
answer is to select a point where screen
illumination is satisfactory without being
too intense and, in this way, keep current
cost and carbon consumption to a minimum.
Spot

on

Light

OR THE TRIALS OF
OL' CINEMA SAM

Operation

(b) Long life and low maintenance
(c) Simple and low cost installation
(d) Quiet and simple to operate.

New

Projection Lens
Arouses Wide Interest

The new “Brillante” projection lens announced by Herman A. DeVry, Inc., of Chicago, recently, is reported to have aroused
considerable interest among theatre owners and projectionists.
A good projection lens is one of the most
important adjuncts to perfect screen presentation, yet until recently its importance
has not been called to the attention of
exhibitors with sufficient prominence and
regularity. The new DeVry lens formula
is said to minimize the “bottle neck” in
the trail of light from the projector to the
screen.

BANISH
Change-Over Troubles!
Assure the steady current (15 to 30 amps)
necessary to a stable arc. Operate more
economically saving 20%-30% changing A.C. to D.C. Quiet. Sets up no interference. $82 up. At your dealers or
write
CARVER

ELECTRIC

UNION

CITY,

COMPANY
IND.

Most spot lights are designed to operate
from a 70 to 80-volt direct current, with
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A NEW

STAR SHINES IN WEST

WITH so many excellent photo-

graphic examples of theatre improvement projects coming in from
all points, selection for publication is becoming a difficult problem. Unfortunately,
it is impossible to exhibit all of them.
Quite typical is this set of pictures contributed by National Theatre Supply Company, of Pittsburgh, Pa., illustrating the
ingenious application of modern materials
to the new Star Theatre, at Wellsburg,
W. Va. The house is operated by the Mascolino Brothers Company and is a splendid

example of modernity
outfitting.

in small

VIRGINNY

conditions and make the theatre attractive in appearance. The walls are draped
down to within 5 feet of the floor. The
auditorium is seated with full upholstered
chairs with modernistic aisle standards
and spring to edge seats. Luxurious
pet was laid in the aisles and foyer.

car-

Comfort of the patrons in the summer
time is provided for by a cooling system
consisting of fans and an air washer. Accessory equipment comprises most every
modern device to be found in metropolitan
theatres of much larger capacity.

theatre

The marquee is especially noteworthy for
the irridescent effect of structural glass
and the clever arrangement of neon tubing under the canopy ceiling in a colorful
“star” effect.
The projection room provided with the
newest type of projection and sound equipment shows what the well-equipped small
theatre projection rooms are wearing these
days. A 40-watt amplifier using the new
all-metal tubes is shown between the two
projectors. A speaker combination adequate to handle both high and low freqencies is mounted behind the screen.
Arc current is supplied by motor-generator.

FIRST CHOICE!
You Won't Need
"Sky-Hooks"!

bTABILAt^
Motor - Generator

Wide

leg spread, correctly angled back assembly, properly spaced steps, wide platform
with safety guard rail,
scientifically placed

Stabilarc’s growth
to its present
Ijosition as one of the most popular
motor generators was earned thru
exclusive superior features designed
^or satisfactory performance ...
a
ijuality that is always an integral
part of A D C products.

sleel bracings are features of the Dayton
Safety Ladder. These
features, plus use of
durable airplane spruce,
make the Dayton Ladder a standard of safety
throughout the country.

The auditorium walls and ceiling were
specially treated to improve the acoustic

USED
BY
LEADING
THEATKES.

Ace British Spots
Install RCA Sound
Complete new RCA High Fidelity sound
equipment has been installed in M-G-M’s
ace London theatre, the Empire, which is
comparable in importance to the Radio
City Music Hall here. The new sound was
accorded an enthusiastic reception at its
inaugural.
Edwin M. Hartley, RCA Photophone
head, also announced that contracts had
been signed with Loew’s for the installation of similar sound reproducing equipment in the Metro theatres at Johannesburg and Durban, South Africa, and in a
new Metro theatre at Brisbane, Australia.
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Sizes 3 to IG ft.

(Made
Write

Moderately

priced.

Dept. MT-G

for Details.

THE DAYTON SAFETY LADDER CO.
121-123 WEST

THIRD

ST.

CINCINNATI,

DAYTON

OHIO

•Safety Ladder
(Patented)
Send

for

Stabilarc otters lou est first co.st . • .
constant voltage at every arc . . .
efficiency. commutation
sparkless
• . . highest

in Cincinnati)

AUTOMATIC DEVICES CO.
737 HAMILTON
ST.
ALl.ENTOWN,
PA.
Also Mfrs. of Allontown Steel Curtain
Tracks and Curtain Machines.

KEEP

THEM

COOL

WITH S. O. S. BLOWERS, FANS AND
AIR WASHERS FOR THEATRES,
Ask

our new catalog No, 5 showing a complete line of accident prevention equipment.

for our Big New Air Conditioning Bulletin. listing everything you need for summer cooling. Big Savings on all equipment.

S. 0. S. CORPORATION
G36B

-

IITH

AYE.

NEW

YORK
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IR CONDITIONING
A DEPARTMENT DEVOTED TO A BETTER UNDERSTANDING OF TEMPERATURE CONTROL
— ITS USAGE IN PRACTICAL APPLICATION FOR THE BENEFIT OF THE BOXOFHCE

Who^s to Blame
Big Bad Wolf?

for the

By Gordon H. Simmons*

The editor has de-

manded that I
get “louder and
funnier.” I can get
loud all right; but I
want him to understand distinctly that
I’m no comedian.
Clowns lead sad lives.
So in this respect at
least, I can qualify.

The business I’m in
keeps me sad. For I
have ideals — ideas of what constitutes efficient air conditioning — and when I inspect a beautiful theatre and become uplifted by gazing upon modern art and architecture harmoniously blended with
brick, steel and stone into a temple dedicated to entertainment, I get that worshipful feeling I had when as a callow
youth I first met a beautiful girl.
But when later I inspect the air conditioning provisions hidden away down in
the cellar, it’s just like coming face to face
with a pair of old red flannel drawers.
Such a let-down feeling, if you know what
I mean. Such out-moded articles of apparel hanging on a clothes-line in the
back yard still give me that ribald feeling.
But the articles I encounter in the basement of the usual movie house truly make
me sad.
Don’t laugh, Mr. Movie Man. You may
have a pair of “red flannels” hanging in
your basement and as yet you may not
know it. But the customers do. Many of
them have told me they didn’t like a particular movie house because they always got
“froze” and came out with a stiff neck because they had to sit in a draft; or because they smothered or coughed and
sneezed or otherwise suffered the tortures
of the damned.
Now It’s Your Turn
In my last article, I boldly asked
men, engineers and contractors to
me relative to any troubles they may
had with obstinate theatre owners,

saleswrite
have
when

*Air Conditioning Engineer (Consultant), Milwaukee, Wis.
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they tried to sell a good air conditioning
job that the owner wouldn’t buy.
Now I ask you owners to write and tell
me the troubles you may have had when
you tried to buy a good job that the salesman wouldn’t sell. You can write anonymously, of course. Let’s try to get at the
seat of our troubles. I think I have it
figured out, but you can stop me and try to
put me right, if you thing I’m wrong.
When the average theatre owner sets
out to buy an air conditioning job, he feels
just hke Little Red Riding Hood starting
off to meet the Big Bad Wolf. He figures
that somebody’s going to “get et up” in the
meeting, so he suddenly decides to switch
characters and become the wolf in grandma’s Mother Hubbard.
Strange to relate, but true to form, the
average air conditioning salesman getting
ready to approach the prospective customer feels pretty much the same way
about it. He wants to get in his bluff, too.
So they both decide to take the “ravenous role.” Oh, I know these salesmen, being a sort of one myself. Such friendly
smiles we have! Our cordial handshakes
almost equal, if not quite, the fervor of
greeting extended us by the object of our
affections — the prospect.
A fine state of business is thus apparent
right off the bat. We have two disciples
of David Harum’s philosophy sparring for
the chance to “do the other fellow as he
would do to you — but to do it first.”
Sometimes the salesman gets done in;
more often it’s the owner who takes it on
the chin. But when you get right down to
brass tacks in these goofy deals, you’ll
find it’s about a fifty-fifty proposition and
no one wins.
When I think of the trials and tribulations of the misguided theatre owner it
makes me so sad I almost shed crocodile
tears. But as I think of the troubles of
the salesman when he really wants to do a
good job for the owner and finally and
reluctantly has to do a questionable job
in order to make his two per cent, my tender sympathies go out to him, too.
Of course, rival salesmen love one another. They evidence that noble spirit of
brotherly love when they meet with com-

petition on a job. Such expressions of
esteem and affection they use when asked
about the merits of a competitor’s equipbitors. ment. It must be inspiring to you exhiIt reminds one of the compliments bestowed by Arabs on one another when they
try to sell each other something that
neither of them wants. For instance: “Oh,
unworthy brother of a naughty sister!”
which meets the reply from his vis a vis:
“Thy maternal ancestor has no nose!”
Then they both go out and have lunch
together and swap their impressions of the
prospect and finally agree that one is to
sell him a blower while the other sells him
some assorted tin labeled in polite circles,
“duct work.” And so the owner sometimes “gets et up” by the big bad wolves.
Of course, he’s no lamb, himself. He’s no
“Innocent Abroad;” but when it comes to
air conditioning, he’s oftentimes sho’ ignorant of what it’s all about.
A Friend Indeed
Now here’s where my fraternity enters
the picture
as the
Fairy Godmother.
I’m
an
engineer;
a rambling
wreck from
Georgia Tech, a hell of an engineer. No
foolin’. With my soul full of tenderness
for both theatre owners and equipment
salesmen, I’m modest, upright and abrupt.
After a theatre owner weeps for awhile
on my manly shoulder and confides in me,
“Just look what that guy wished off on
me,”
tion: I console him thus after an inspec“Why man, you’ve got a 95 per cent perfect job. Outside of tearing down that
new chimney and buUding a larger one,
and tearing out the rear wall of your building to get the boiler in, and lowering the
boiler room floor about three feet so the

QUESTIONS?
In this, as in other departments of
The Modern Theatre section, we are
prepared to offer consultation and
practical advice to our readers on any
problem related to the air conditioning
of theatres. Such inquiries will be referred promptly to the most reliable
sources of information through our
connections with leading air conditioning engineers who collaborate in the
conduct of this department. Address
ALL Communications

The MODERN

to the Editor.

THEATRE

SECTION

steamfitter can install his pipe work,
you’ve got a practically perfect job.”
“Well,” says he, figuratively drying his
tears, “if I gotter, I gotter.”
So he tells me to go ahead and wreck
things and then as a casual afterthought
on his part, he asks me: “Will you prepare a set of detailed plans to meet the
approval of the State Commission?” Of
course, this comes as somewhat of a shock.
But in my role of Godmother, I gotta do
it. And in the process, I get somewhat
wrecked. I’m a rambling wreck, all right,
but my Alma Mater didn’t cause it. As to
who did, I’m of course too modest to say.
But this wrecking process is only seasonal, thank goodness. Every winter I
have lots of time to recuperate. No theatre owner ever seems to trouble himself
with air conditioning until the day before
he has to have it. He has a favorite pastime and the name of his indoor sport is
procrastination. He puts off until the last
day his decision to air condition and then
asks us to “rush it.” What a joy it would
be for me to give names and dates and
places. But here again, my temerity and
tenderness of heart restrains me.
I recently thought I’d gently “push ’em
up Tony” in regard to a certain individual,
so I called him on the telephone. I introduced myself over the wire as “the cooling man.” “Oh,” he said, “that highway
robber?” “Yes,” I replied, “Captain Kidd
himself.” But I got a date. He told me to
come around on the 29th of next February. I assure you, gentle readers, it will
be a hot day when I do.
How I love to visit folks on a hot day.
The more we sweat, the happier I am.
And how joyfully I am received. When
the weather is hot, I’m no “highway robber” any more; but a ministering angel to
the physical comfort of a fat guy who can’t
stand the heat. I can’t help but wonder
and worry a little bit about how he is going to be able to stand the heat when he
finally gets where he’s going — later.
But these “interesting people” who positively will not summer air condition their
places in the wintertime — something should
be done about it. What would you suggest?
Let’s

All

Go

Pishin’

I recommend that all we equipment
salesmen, engineers and contractors declare a summer holiday and go fishing.
Go to a place that is naturally air conditioned— a place inhabited by silver birches,
big fish, cool breezes and rippling water.
Let the theatre business stew in its own
juice all summer while we gather beneath
some stately pine tree and try to learn
from nature just what constitutes good air
conditioning.
Most of you fellows are in the “refrigeration business.” I’m not. I like to go to
still places where there is “Life.” I like
to observe life quietly flowing like a river,
silently expanding into something, even if
it is buds and bees, birds and trees. I like
to watch and enjoy it’s effect on me. Here
I notice that there is no “recirculated air.”
There is a freshness to it that has not to
date been duplicated by man. Imitated,
yes; taut what a lousy imitation!
But I try to get this freshness on my
jobs by doing what nature does. If she
doesn’t recirculate, neither do I. Oh well,
I do, sometimes; but not any more than I
have to.
When I’m sitting quietly in a boat, a
fishing pole in my hands, I’m not in the
least technically minded. My thoughts
BOXOFFICE

may be far away, thinking how I can snag
a certain customer when I get back to civilization, just as I hope to hook that big
fellow over there under the lily pad. Or
wondering perhaps if the freshness of the
breeze has made me “too fresh” while penning these articles. Thinking possibly that
I should curb the impudence of my
thought — but not really wanting to.
After the hard day’s work is over and I
have meditatively enjoyed the two whoppers I caught during the past twelve
hours, my mind drifts back to my true
love, the science of air conditioning. Commercial y, it is destined to become one of
the billion dollar industries, but this unconditioned engineer is interested in the
art of it for its own sake alone.
Once in a great while I stumble onto a
new and useful idea in regard to it and
prize this idea as a nugget of gold. When
1 find in the patio of an unconditioned
home near Milwaukee sixteen-foot-high
geraniums flourishing in the middle of
winter, I sit right down in that place and
look at those things and sniff the atmosphere and, like a doctor, take its temperature, well knowing that what is there
can’t be measured by my thermometer.
Don’t you think for a minute that there
is a climatic condition that is good for humans but not for plants. There are climatic conditions good for plants but not
for humans — I’ve been there. But plants
are closer to nature than we are, and some
of our practices in air conditioning are
taking us still farther away.
I really don’t know what it’s all about —
frankly, I don’t. I know about blowers and
compressors and filters and things like
that, and these things are necessary. But
take a blower and a compressor and a filter and shake ’em up in a box and you’ll
not get an air conditioning system. Now
isn’t this practically what we’ve been doing? Haven’t we all of us got our noses
so close to our work that like the wanderer
in the forest, we “can’t see the woods for
the trees?”A

Heckle

by

Bob

like that. But is this all? I voice the
sentiment engraved on a miniature lock
fastened to a pair of silk lacy things I saw
in a show window the other day: “No, no,
a thousand times, no.” What do you
think?

Chase Company Files
Information on Fabrics
L. C. Chase and Company, of New York
City, selling division of the Goodall-Sanford Industries, has registered its line of
drapery and upholstery fabrics with The
Modern Theatre Information Bureau.
The Chase line includes mohair upholstery fabrics, mohair slip cover and drapery materials, heavy pile mohair drapes
loc”
carpets. artificial leather and “Seamand curtains

In

Hope

Possibly the long suffering public got a
huge kick out of Bob Hope’s radio skit
Sunday, June 6, over NBC’s network. Bob
said he went to a certain movie theatre
and instead of being shown to his seat by
an usher, he was handed a pair of skiis by
an Eskimo, so he could slide down the aisle.
He slid down the aisle all right but not on
the skiis. After he was seated, he held
hands with his girl. It would have been
lots more fun had he not had to wear his
mittens.
He heard a commotion in the rear of
the house and turned around in time to
see two big St. Bernard dogs attempting to
rescue the frost-bitten patrons in the balcony. One fellow was in such bad shape
lie had to be carried out. Hope said he
found out later that it was Admiral Byrd.
The laugh is, of course, directed at the
movie owner. But who put him behind the
eight ball? Aren’t some of the air conditioning troubles of the picture show business at least partly due to our expert
thinking in terms of equipment rather
than in terms of the result to be accomplished?
Properly air conditioning a movie house
is almost always a tough job. We have
conditions of high latent heat to overcome.
We have to do something about the temperature, too. We’re up against noise
levels measured in decibels, proper air diffusion to eliminate drafts, and a few things
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Theatre

Restrooms

an Unsavory

Overcome

Reputation

UE to inexcusable oversight and
obvious neglect in matters of equipment and maintenance, theatre restrooms generally have much to live down.
A bad reputation has descended so heavily
upon this necessary portion of the theatre
that it is still avoided by refined patrons
as they might avoid the plague. In many
instances of the past, theatre washrooms
v'ere places seldom mentioned in polite
conversation and not a few of them were
a disgrace to the house of which they were
a part.
But conditions have improved lately.
The modern theatre washroom is a perfectly respectable part of the house nowadays and one which is not only a very
necessary portion but an attractive one as
well. The restroom is recognized by the
public as a comfort and convenience provision.
Gone are the days when a patron must
cross the threshold of the washroom with
eyes averted and bated breath. Today, the
customer is more likely to find cleanliness,
sanitation and a refined atmosphere within the room. And no less is expected of
even the smallest of our theatres.
Appearance

We might class appearance first among
the qualities a modern washroom should
have. Attractive appearance is really composed of all other phases of washroom provisions at any rate. Cleanliness, sanitation.

Odorless Germicide
Abolishes Bad Smells
Some interesting facts about “X-Ode,”
a refined but highly effective deodorant
for theatre use have been filed with The
Modern Theatre Information Bureau by
its producers.
The product is said to be now in use in
many leading theatres throughout the
country. Points stressed in favor of the
product are that it eliminates odors instead
of merely covering them up; that it. is
germicidal in effect and a most successful
destroyer of the noxious effects of stenchbombs.
76

Must

service and the many other necessities encountered all contribute to attractive appearance, or eye appeal, if you will.
The ideal washroom is one composed of
modern equipment and materials which
are easy to clean and keep sanitary as well
as retaining their cleanliness longer. Attractive vitreous and tile materials for
walls and floors, gleaming porcelain plumbing fixtures with chromium fittings are
admirably appropriate to the modern washroom. New automatic equipment which
saves time and muss is another thought
worthy of consideration.
Among the most adaptable articles of
equipment is the automatic electric hand
drier. This little item offers attractive appearance, to match the plumbing fixtures
or to fit into the wall area, and its chief
asset is the complete abolition of towel
service, with the resultant expense and
trouble of handling that is common to
either linen or paper toweling.
In most of our modern theatres, the
washroom is hardly less attractive than
any other portion of the house. With the
many modern materials, this condition is
increasingly easy to accomplish. We find
color schemes and decorative effects
planned as carefully as for the lobby or
auditorium. And it has been proved that
the result is appreciated by the public
fully as much.

ed within the past few years, will open the
eyes of many a theatre man to the fact
that he’s been slightly behind the times.
Automatic soap dispensers, perfume disseminators, automatically closing waste
receptacles, and the aforementioned electric hand drier are only a few of the many
modern innovations to be investigated.
All of the new materials and equipment
contribute to “eye appeal” in the washroom, and this appeal is a very good point
to remember when purchasing. Look first
for quality, hygienic efficienc.y easy maintenance and attraction, and the washroom
you provide for your patronage will indeed
be more of an asset to your theatre and an
important aid to your box office income.

They're the Tops!

TAYLOR
Multi-Blade Blowers
—

A

SIZE FOR

EVERY

PURPOSE

—

Economy

It has become a rather well-known fact
that antiquated equipment for theatre
washrooms is the only type that is really
too expensive. The upkeep is sometimes
terrific and a thankless job. Incessant
visits from the repair man, and we all
know plumbers, are not only expensive but
they really accomplish little in the longrun. And out-of-order fixtures leave an
unwholesome impression on the minds of
those who happen to come in contact with
them.
Modernization of washroom provisions
should be undertaken with the least possible hesitation. Investigation of what the
present market offers will prove that it is
not only wise from the eye appeal point of
view but also from the standpoint of saving on upkeep.
fJew equipment, which has been perfect-

All Steel Construction — Positively Noiseless. Precision Made on Finest Dies.
Can be used for Blower or Exhaust
Purposes. Sizes from 1750 C.F.M. to
12000 C.F.M.

Prices start at $18.95
Shipped C.O.D. Subject to 7-day
Write for Further Details
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New

Materials and Meth-

ods to Use in Selling
Your Name
(Continued

from page 65)

ed 5 or 6 inches along its surface. Many
color combinations are possible, but solid

lamp to glass. Interesting variations are
obtainable by using colored textured
glasses such as are now available. Figure
3 illustrates an application of these letters, in this case simply and inexpensively
made by forming the letters in boxes; a
triangle, circle, square, etc. The letter
strokes are formed by applying the necessary opaque cutouts.
This illustration also shows the reverse
procedure, with bold cutout letters silhouetted against a luminous background,
a technique now universally used for
changeable attraction letters, but not so
often found
signs.

in connection

Multi-plane

with “Name”

colors, such as yellow for the reflectors,
and green or daylight for the corrugated
trim are especially good. The letters might
be kept white also, or daylight with a
green, yellow or rose trim.
Glass

Smooth

Paced

wide

Block

CAST ALUMINUM

Letters

Most of the methods described are reasonably simple ones to accomplish. In the
more complex fields, there are almost innumerable possibilities. One will serve to
illustrate the possibilities. The letter of
Figure 4 has multi-planes of color. The
outer or top thin trough carries one or
more circuits of lamps which light the
surface immediately behind it. This surface is the face of a second trough carrying one or more additional circuits of
lamps which light the wall surface behind
it. This wall surface may be mat in finish, or for additional interest it may be,
as shown, with brushed stainless steel
v/hich spreads out the sources of light so
as to form an interestingly textured background surface. Many color combinations
may be used, either flashed or dimmed
for greater attraction value.
FKjrDKK
3 — (ila?»s-la4;etl block letters provide
solid looking- faces smooth and uniform in appearance. Here simple shapes, such as a triangle and circle are used; the letter strokes
being formed by applying opaque cutouts. This
method
reduces expense, and the number
of
lamps needed. The wedge sign, another element using but a few lamps, features bold silhouette letters.

“You’ve Got Something There”!

SILHOUETTE
with

ADI^EIl

KEFI.ECTING

BEVEUS

and BOI.D, BKOAD
STKOKES
You cannot look at an Adler Silhouette
Program
Display without
realizing that
these beautifully brilliant Adler Letters and
Supporting Frames are the best box office
tonic your theatre could possibly have.
Easily installed In practically any existing marquee sign without remodeling cost.
Easily readable under all conditions — quickly changeable — permit easy sign maintenance. Guaranteed unbreakable. Ask about
Adler Silhouette and Solid Back Letters for
all methods of installation.

Now—

12 -INCH SILHOUETTE
FIII.EY

ADLER
LETTERS

LETTERS

PATENTED

^'SfTeani72n&" SILHOUETTE
WITH
BEVELED
EDGES

AND
SUPPORTING
FRAMES
are covered by U. S. PATENTS
No. 2,038,978 granted April 28, 1936, and 1,989,855 granted
Feb. 5, 1935. Infringers will be prosecuted.
Protected

by

ADLER
720-A

SO.

New

Modernized Magazines
New Golde Development
A noteworthy improvement in the design
and construction of projection magazines
is being introduced by Golde Manufacturing Company of Chicago. The new maga-

LETTERS

and Stainless Steel Supporting Frames

National Patent Corp.,
Manufactured
by

Chicago

SIGN LETTER

CO.

DEARBORN

York

Office:

ST.
1457- A

CHICAGO

Broadway

to
increase the
merchants’
business in your town by suggesting to them
that your
screen is at their service. Write for free
stock advertising slide catalog.

QUALITY
6

East

Bake

SLIDE

CORPORATION

Street

CHICAGO,

IBL,.

Letters

strokes and

an

unusual

FOR

solid modern appearance are characteristic of glass-faced block letters. Relatively

LONGER
WEAR
THE
GENERAL
CHAIR

FIOFKE

4— The “Toe” sigm in of the double silhouette letter t.vpe and suggests a treatment
that has originality and real attraction value.
Here an interesting variation is obtained by
using a background of brushed stainless steel
which spreads the light to form an attractive
background.

few of the more efficient types of lamps
are needed and the letters always provide
an effective advertising message, even with
a considerable number of unreplaced lamp
burnouts. The facing is usually flashed
opal glass with lamps behind it, spaced
one and one-half times the distance of
BOXOFFICE

zine is completely cast of aluminum; the
housing is deeper than ordinary and a
smooth lining without interior obstructions
are pointed out as features. The reel alarm
compartment is an integral part of the
upper magazine, which keeps it out of the
way for easy change of reels. A new positive snap lock keeps the door closed at all
times, yet it is said to open with the touch
of a finger. The door has a double ribbed
inner edge adding strength for protection
against hazards. The lower magazine has
a hardened ground bushing that is an
integral part of the unit and any standard
take-up can be used.
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DEALERS SQUARE

GEN ERAlI h
SEATINgIc

companyI g
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All-Purpose Amplifier
a Recent Development
A new series of five all-purpose amplifiers, with input connections for photoelectric cells, microphones and phonograph, is announced by Wholesale Radio
Service Co., at prices ranging from $13.35
to $59.50. Power ratings run from five
watts to a peak of ninety watts.
Recommended uses are; Stage microphone work, regular or emergency sound
film reproduction, and exploitation. The
versatility of these amplifiers is said to be
such that the same unit will serve any of
these purposes, the exploitation amplifier,
for example, can protect the theatre in
emergency against breakdown of the film
or microphone amplifier; connections are
of the plug and jack type, and can be
changed readily.
Several modern features are incorporated in the new units. All of them are said
to have enough gain for operation with
any type of microphone, requiring no preamplifiers under any circumstances. All
have mixer inputs, by means of which it is
possible to fade from one sound source to
another, or to blend sound from two different sources. All have tone controls.
The larger models include reverse feedback. This circuit returns a portion of the
output sound back to the amplifier, but
reverses its phase, so that some of the
amplification is neutralized. Harmonic
distortion, which is generated in every amplifier, is neutralized to the same degree,
resulting in purer reproduction.
The larger models of the series also use
beam power tubes, and neo dials which are
self-luminous. When an amplifier equipped with these dials is placed back to audience it need not be seen. There is no
necessity for throwing light against it to
illuminate the controls.
The largest amplifier of the series has
several added features. One Is automatic
volume control, invaluable in microphone
work, since it maintains sound volume at
an even level when the performer turns
his face away from the instrument to look
toward the audience. Another is automatic
volume expansion, used with any type of
recording, which compensates for the volume compression introduced into all recordings as a matter of necessity, and
brings the volume range of the reproduction closer to that of the original. This
feature adds to the effectiveness of recorded music. Still another feature of this
amplifier is the cathode ray “tuning eye”
monitor, which permits visual control of
sound volume, a much more accurate
method than attempting to judge sound
by ear.

Photophone Entertains
British CEA Delegates
A party of British exhibitors, delegates
of the CEA, who had been visiting in this
country for several weeks, were given a
farewell party by RCA Photophone executives, at the Downtown Athletic Club in
New York. Edwin M. Hartley, head of the
Photophone Division, and Van Ness Philip,
Photophone Export Manager, who officiated as hosts, met the party at the Waldorf
Astoria shortly after they arrived from
Hollywood and escorted them to the club
for a program of entertainment and refreshment. The British delegates left for
home next morning on the Normandie.
BOXOFFICE
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In a projection lamp, dependable, trouble-free service, and
the ability to withstand long, continupus use at high amperages are dependent on the correct design, engineering shill
and careful manufacture such as demanded

by Strong.

# Write for interesting catalog on Strong products . . . the reliable guide to better
projection. Any Independent Theatre Equipment Dealer will, without obligation, arrange to demonstrate in your theatre the lamp meeting your requirements.

THE
2501 LAGRANGE

STRONG

ELECTRIC

ST.

CORP.
TOLEDO,

OHIO,

U.S.A.

79

NATHANSON

INDEX

FETED BY FAR EAST DEALERS
OF

ADVERTISING
THEATRE

IN THE
MODERN
SECTION

A
Adler Siirn letter Co
American Mat Corp
American
Seating Co
Automatic Devices Co

77
7K
46
73

B
Urenkert
Diisiness

I.iglit Projection
Builders

Co.

66

c
Carrier Corporation
Celotex Corporation
Chicago Expansion Bolt Co
Chicago Hardware
Foundry

Second

Co

Cover
63
78
78
61

D
I)a-Eite Screen Co., Inc
Dictograph Products Co., Inc
Dayton Safety Eadder Co

71
62
73

G
Garver

Electric

Company

72

General Seating Company
G--M l.ahoratories, Inc
Golde .Mamifacturing Co

77
78
78

H
Ilertner Electric Company
Heywood-lVakeiield Co.
Hild Floor Machine Co
Hurley Screen Company

Nat N'athanson was feted recently in Japanese style by the newly apiK>inte<l Motioffraph distributors,
with distributing: points in Osaka, Kobe, Tokyo, Formosa, Manchuria and Dairen. From rig:ht to left:
Mr. A. Isono, president of Isono Trading Co., Ltd.; Mr. Nathanson, the 3Iotiog:raph representative;
Mr. Nishedi, vice-president, and Mr. Deiiii/u, manager.

New Silhouette Letter
Simulates Embossing
A rounded face changeable sign letter in
the popular silhouette effect is being introduced by Wiley Displays, Inc., of Buffalo and Chicago.

The letters are pressed out of sheet steel
and are finished with black baked-on
enamel. Proposed features are that the
letters stand out in bold relief. Stainless
steel springs are welded to the bottom
flange of each letter, which seat them
firmly in the letter channels of the board,
keeping them in place flat against the opal
glass front on which the letters are assembled.

Public Demand Pushes
Air Conditioning Ahead
The average American’s steadily increasing demand for comfort and health in his
daily life was declared by J. A. Harlan.
Kelvinator executive, newly elected president of the Air Conditioning Manufac-
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turers’ Association, to be “the foundation
of the country’s fastest growing industry.”
“With weather put definitely under control indoors, buying of industrial, commercial and home installations is establishing
current new records double those of a year
ago, and even greater,” he said. “No one
could have foreseen a decade ago that
springtime ever would be brought into a
room simply by pressing a button. In the
light of the advancement that has been
made since then, no one can predict the
limits in use of man-made weather.”
Mr. Harlan, manager of the Commercial
Division of the Nash-Kelvinator Corp., Detroit, was made industry head at the annual meeting which also resulted in the
election of Wiliam H. Price jr., vice-president, Carrier Corporation, Newark, N, J.,
as vice-president, and P. A. McKittrick.
general manager, Parks-Cramer Company,
Fitchburg, Mass., as treasurer. Directors
are the officers and W. F. Armstrong, assistant general manager, Delco-Frigidaire
Conditioning Division, Dayton, Ohio; P. Y.
Danley, manager. Refrigeration and Air
Conditioning Department, Westinghouse
Electric and Manufacturing Co., Mansfield,
Ohio; J. J. Donovan, manager. Air Conditioning Department, General Electric Company, Bloomfield, N. J.; Stewart E. Lauer,
vice-president, York Ice Machinery Corp.,
York, Pa., and J. F. G. Miller, vice-president, B. F. Sturtevant Co., Boston.
Sharp upturn in the number of inquiries on air conditioning subjects being
received at Association headquarters in
Washington was reported by William B.
Henderson, executive vice-president, who
also announced progress in research work
on the health aspects of air conditioning
and in the industry’s approval of a concerted program of seasonal themes for
adoption in individual members’
ing work.
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Republic

(6016)

CURRENT

FEATURE

64 Minutes

Rel. June 28, '37

Grand

The limitations of a short production budget prove to be
this film’s greatest handicap. Given suitable and adequate
backing, it could have been a powerful and unusual story
with plenty of sure-fire entertainment elements. As it is,
it has its thrilling and gripping moments and is intensely
and sincerely played by young Alan Baxter, Astrid Allwyn,
Andrea Leeds and Owen Davis jr. The last-named scores
neatly. Director Phil Rosen hammers consistently at his
objective and restrains the melodramatic touches. The story
deals with Baxter’s racketeering activities as head of a
school to help foreigners become American citizens. Short
of money, he kills Davis’ father, an old friend, and robs
him. Davis, a lawyer, believes Baxter innocent and obtains an acquittal. Baxter, however, confesses.

Alan Baxter, Andrea

Leeds, Owen

to You

Grand

61 Minutes

National

(203)

The Shadow

Rel. June 18, '37

20th Century-Fox

(3651)

Paramount

(3670)

Rel. July 9. '37

F

Grand

ReL

June

: : June 26, 1937

National

(205)

Small Town

25, '37

Crescent

,

Rel. July 25, '37

F

60 Minutes

Rel. July 30, '37

(

Boy

)

F

comedy

60 Minutes

Rel.

This is another in E. B. Derr’s series of historical action
dramas, starring Tom Keene, and written against a background of early American periods. It maintains the entertainment standards established by its predecessors and
should fare equally as well in the market at which the series
is directed. Locale and time of the film is the west coast
of Florida in 1815 when that state was still Spanish territory being over-run by unscrupulous renegades and warring Indian tribes. Keene is a captain of Mississippi militia
whose company is detailed to the border to protect American
citizens and property. His brother is captured in Spanish
territory and sentenced to be executed. Keene’s company
invades Florida, accomplishes the rescue, exposes the villain
and he wins the girl. Directed by Ray Taylor.
Tom Keene, Edna Lawrence, Budd Buster, Robert Fiske,
Carlos De Valdez, David Sharpe, Raphael Bennett.

Drums

F

CLASSIFICATION— A - ADULT

BOXOFFICE

67 Minutes

Stuart Erwin, Joyce Compton, Jed Prouty, Clara Blandick,
James Blakeley, Dorothy Appleby, Clarence Wilson.

This fifth of the 1936-37 series of the popular Hopalong
Cassidy westerns is the best to date and scores a new high
in action and entertainment for Producer Harry Sherman
and his associates. Bill Boyd in the title role delivers his
usual suave and convincing performance, while Bernadene
Hayes as a dance hall gal adds much to the picture. George
Hayes and Russell Hayden as Cassidy’s inseparable buddies
carry their ends of the play admirably. Nate Watt’s direction is intelligently restrained. Adapted from Clarence
Mulford’s “Cottonwood Gulch,” the screen play by Jack
O’Donnell unfolds in unstinted dialogue and action the
adventures of Cassidy and his pals when they undertake
to clean up a frontier town controlled by a “lone wolf”
bandit posing as the community’s banker.
William Boyd, George Hayes, Russell Hayden, Stephen
Morris, Bernadene Hayes, John Rutherford.

North of the Rio Grande

F

The human comedy touches of this film will insure its acceptance in every theatre. Given careful, but unpretentious production, it can be depended upon to score most
heavily in the neighborhood spots where the broad, unsophisticated comedy is at its best. Stuart Erwin, a small
town boy, finds a $1,000 bill and immediately changes from
the bashful retiring youth to a dynamic, forceful individual. He sets the world on fire with his energy for a few
days until he finds his bill is a fake — then having lost his
source of energy he discovers that it is just as easy to be
a whirl-wind without it. Erwin makes the most of his role,
a part that is ideally suited to his talents and he is given
splendid support by Jed Prouty, Clara Blandick and others.
Directed by Glenn Tryon.

Comedy

.

72 Minutes

(756)

Sing and Be Happy

A comedy performance in the best Hortonian manner, a
thoroughly splendid supporting cast and a laugh-packed
adaptation of one of Paul Galileo’s inimitable newspaper
yarns combine to make this top-flight screen fare, capable
of holding its own in any situation. Edward Everett has
never been more amusing, and the initial performance of
Louise Campbell bodes well for a successful screen career.
Horton, a penny-pinching newspaper auditor, bumps into a
kidnaping at a remote vacation resort. To outwit his own
paper’s smart reporters
to score a clean scoop on the
rival newshawks, he goes and
the limit in extravagance
to bottle
up the yarn. Incidentally he captures the crooks and rescues the abducted millionaire, returning to his job reformed
of his miserly habits. Louis King’s direction is excellent.
Edward Everett Horton, Louise Campbell, Lynne Overman.
Porter Hall, Lucien Littlefield, Esther Dale, Benny Baker.

Wild Honey
^

Strikes

the agencies, but Tony steps in to pull Leah’s program out
of the fire and make it a sensation. James Tinling directed.
Tony Martin, Leah Ray, Joan Davis, Chick Chandler,
Berton Churchill, Helen Westley, Luis Alberni.

F

70 Minutes

Rel. July 9, '37

Twentieth Century-Fox knows how to make these light,
engaging, fast-moving musicals — and exhibitors need have
no fear that this one will disappoint either in audience
reaction or in gate receipts. Although weak on draw talent
it has plenty of laughs and will fill that dual spot to perfection. Tony Martin and Leah Ray handle their singing
and acting roles delightfully, and the comedy-duo of Jean
Davis and Chick Chandler is good for guffaws at every appearance. Tony and Leah are the scions of rival adverttising agency chiefs, competing for an important radio account. Tony’s father, Berton Churchill, tries to frame the
crucial audition at which the sponsor is to choose between

Eric Linden, Cecilia Parker, Roger Imhof, Bernadene
Hayes, Jason Robards, Cully Richards, Don Barclay.

Paramount

62 Minutes

Rod La Roeque, Lynn Shores, James Blakeley, Walter
McGrail, Norman Ainsley, Cy Kendall, Kenneth Harlan.

F

of the Navy

(202)

He is suave, clever and bids fair to make the “Shadow” a
well-known film figure. Others in the cast are capable,
particularly Norman Ainsley. Posing as an attorney. La
Roeque discards his “Shadow” disguise to investigate a
series of murders at Delthorn Mansion. He solves the killings as well as the mystery of his murdered father. Picture
closes with a promise of more adventures. Directed by Lynn
Shores.

Film fans who like their entertainment light, sprightly
and loaded with girls and gobs will enjoy this comedy of
what happens when the fleet comes in. It is hokum, through
and through, but the popular romantic team of Eric Linden
and Cecilia Parker should make the film a satisfactory
successor to Producer B. P. Zeldman’s previous efforts.
Linden is a studious, but pugnacious, sailor who is matched
with Jason Robards, the toughest guy in the fleet, in a
bout to raise money so that the struggling Miss Parker can
pay off the debts on her waterfront cafe. Although the
fight threatens Linden’s chances to go to Annapolis, he
risks all, whips Robards and saves his sweetheart from
bankruptcy. Directed by Duncan Mansfield.

Sweetheart

National

A weak screen play, with a series of time-worn plot
situations, is the greatest fault of this picture. Despite that,
it launches “The Shadow,” famed mystery character of radio
and fiction, in what should be a series of thrillers with a
definite audience appeal. Rod La Roeque’s portrayal in the
title role is undoubtedly the finest part of the picture.

Davis jr., Astrid Allwyn.

It Could Happen

eviewi

PRODUCTIONS

—
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of Destiny
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F
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SELLING

ANGLES:

"The Shadow

SUGGESTIONS

Strikes"

Tieups can be arranged with Street and Smith’s
Shadow Magazine, from which the original of this
story was taken. Radio plugs and tieups can be
made with the “Shadow” radio series. Make a large
lobby cutout, showing the “Shadow” trademark,
which can be reproduced from the Shadow Magazine, found on any newsstand. Feature Rod La
Rocque in all ads, impressing on patrons that there
will be more in this series.
CATCHLINES:
The Shadow Strikes . . . And Sends the Underworld Rats Scurrying for Their Hideouts.
Romance . . . Adventure . . . Excitement ... As
the Shadow Stalks the Killers of the Underworld.
The Shadow Knows . . . That This Is the Chilliest
. . . Thrilliest Murder

Mystery He’s Ever Solved.

SELLING ANGLES:
"Sing and Be Happy"
One of the features is a community sing. Hold
such a sing in the theatre, getting radio release for
the stunt. Make tieups with hosiery dealers, using
stills showing girls posing for an advertising layout
in the film. Make a giant compo-board mike with
photos of the stars around it for lobby display.
Secure advertising space in newspapers’ radio
pages. See Exploitation Preview printed in BoxOFFicE

May

29, 1937.

CATCHLINES;

SELLING

THE

AD

PICTURE

SELLING ANGLES:
"It Could Happen, to You"
The title will make an excellent tieup with insurance agencies on accident policies, or for a promotional stunt with local police on a safety-indriving crusade. Use stills of Davis, Baxter and
Miss Leeds (in which the three drink a malted
milk with three straws) in drugstore and soda
fountain tieups. The “school for foreigners” can be
used as the basis of an essay contest in local schools
on “America, the Melting Pot.”
CATCHLINES:
A Youngster . . . With a Yellow Streak . . . Kills
the Father of His Best Friend!
Tangled in a Hopeless Web of Murder, Deceit
and Failure, This Boy Chooses the Hard Way Out!
Powerful Drama of an Unusual Racket . . . and
the Faith of Three People in a No-Good Youngster!
SELLING ANGLES:
"Sweetheart of the Navy"
Attire ushers and usherettes as gobs. Bedeck
the marquee with signal flags, life preservers and
imitation anchors. Hire two men to wig-wag signal flags along the sidewalk in front of the theatre.
Prepare flash lobby posters plugging Linden and
Parker as screenland’s most popular romantic team.
Make tieups with Chesterfield cigarettes with ad
copy reading to the effect that they are the “sweethearts of the navy.” See Exploitation Preview
printed in Boxoffice June 19, 1937.

Back Again . . . The Screen’s Most Popular Sweethearts ... in a Rip-Roaring Navy Comedy!
You’ll Hit the Deck . . . With Laughter ... at
This Gay Comedy of Navy Life!
Anchors Aweigh . . . With a Yo-Ho-Ho . . . for
the Tangiest Comedy of the Sea You’ll Ever See!

SELLING ANGLES:
"Small Town Boy"
Tieups can be made with Cosmopolitan magazine
from which the original of this picture was taken.
Make a large facsimile of the Cosmopolitan cover,
with casts and credits, for the lobby. Conduct an
inquiring reporter survey, asking people in the lobby
what they would do if they found a $1,000 bill.
Plant ads in the personal columns, reading: “Found
— a thousand dollar bill. Loser please call at the
Blank Theatre and identify.” See Exploitation
Preview printed in Boxoffice June 12, 1937.
CATCHLINES:

SELLING ANGLES:
"Wild Honey"
Horton is the name to use in beckoning patrons
to the boxoffice. Coupled with Lynne Overman,
Benny Baker and Porter Hall, the comedy quartet
should be plugged on marquee and in lobby posters.
The newspaper yarn is an idea one for a special
showing to newspapermen. Run a gag contest of
some sort to find the “tightest” man in town. Use
the Penny-pinching idea in merchandise tieups for
special sales.

His Dreams Came True . . . When He Found
$1,000 . . . But They Were Shattered When the Bill
Proved to Be a Phoney.
He Worked for Four Years Selling Insurance —
But He Sold Only One Policy ... to Himself.
He Found $1,000, and Changed From a Meek,
Hopeless Failure to a Dynamic Man of Action.

Your Favorite Comedian . . . Edward Everett Horton . . . Back Again in His Funniest Picture!
He Could Squeeze a Nickel Till the Indian Yelled
. . . Before He’d Spend It for a Scoop!
The Tightest Guy in Town Stumbles on a Kidnaping. . . and Lets the Purse-Strings Fly!

SELLING ANGLES:
"Drums of Destiny"
Tom Keene has a following among juveniles and
other lovers of action films. Give him marquee
billing and stress the fact that this is another of

SELLING ANGLES:
"North of the Rio Grande"
The Hopalong Cassidy series are as well-known
as any western action pictures on the market today.
Give Boyd, Hayes and Hayden marquee credits and
plant life-size lobby cutouts of the three principals
about. Make the usual tieups on the Clarence Mulford books and give the lobby a semblance of
western atmosphere. Conduct a poll of western
fans to see which is their favorite action star. If
Boyd, as Cassidy, ranks at or near the top use the
fact in advertising.
CATCHLINES:

Crescent’s historical pictures. Decorate lobby and
foyer as an early Spanish hacienda with bright
rugs, colored gourds, etc., and dress usherettes as
senoritas. Have special bargain showings for history classes and historical societies, and, as a
newspaper tieup, conduct an essay contest on the
significance of the acquisition of Florida by U. S.
CATCHLINES:
Tom Keene Scores Again ... in Another Stirring
Drama of America When it Was Young!
Danger and Excitement ... on the Florida Border ... in the Days of the Indians and Warring
Spaniards!
An Action Picture That Different . . . Based on
True Events in Early American History!
FOR

AIDS

CATCHLINES:

It’s Sing Time . . . Swing Time . . . Spring Time
... If You Can Sing and Be Happy!
He Went on a Sit-Down Strike in Her Apartment
... So What Could She Do But Marry the Guy!
Strike Up the Band . . . and Join the Hit Parade
... of Hilarious Mirth and Music!

84

FOR

MORE

SELLING

IDEAS

CONSULT

HOLLYWOOD

CATCHLINES:

Your Old Favorite . . . Hopalong Cassidy ... Is
Back in His Finest, Fastest Picture!
Hopalong Cassidy and His Inseparable Pals . . .
Clean Up a Frontier Town in a Fast, Furious Finish!
To Avenge the Murder of His Younger Brother
. . . Hopalong Cassidy Rides Again . . . and Wins!
EXPLOITATION

PREVIEWS

REGULARLY

IN BOXOFFICE

BOXOFFICE

: : June 26, 1937.

Skott

^ul^iact
Paramount

Carnival in Paris
M-G-M

21 Minutes

While this is designed as a musical comedy, its chief ingredient — that of the romance of a hungry waif and the janitor
of a museum — will make its strongest appeal to the sentiment of audiences. Splendid direction, fine production values and a
clever plot combine to make it unusual
entertainment in the two-reel field. In
the midst of a Paris carnival an accident
brings the waif into the Egyptology room
watched over by an ambitious, young and
handsome janitor. With borrowed costumes
they win first prize at a ball. Their visions
of happiness are shattered when the girl
causes the lad to be fired when she breaks
a valuable vase. The accident reveals a
paper, a long lost key to an archaeological
mystery. A happy conclusion ends on a
note of realism that is not often apparent
in quickly assembled subjects. Ann Rutherford and Henry Brandon play the leads.
Jack Chertok directed.

Fit to Win
Columbia

10 Minutes

The training side of sports — an angle
seldom covered in the many sport reels
shown throughout the year. This new
twist puts this reel on a plane above the
others and increases its interest for the
male patrons. The long hours of training
to make perfection in any particular outdoor activity are best depicted in short
flashes of Joe Louis chopping logs to harden his arm muscles, crews pulling at the
oars both in machines and in the actual
boats on the river, football players tackling dummies and mass gymnastics by Danish athletes. These and other exercises
are proof of the drudgery required before
an athlete is acclaimed.

^HORT
THE

Modern

WEEK

Inventions

United Artists

9 Minutes

Donald Duck stamps himself as
pre-eminent among cartoon comedians by his hilarious antics in his
creator’s final Technicolor subject
for United Artists release. Unquestionably one of the most laugh-provoking subjects to issue from the
Disney studios since Donald first
made his timid entrance as a minor
cartoon character over a year ago.
In this clever satire on the machine
age Donald enters a mechanical exhibit where a robot butler immediately removes his hat much to the
duck’s fury. His irritability increases
as he is cradled in an automatic baby
carriage and forceably fed with a
bottle and clothed in a diaper. However, the piece de resistance is Donald’s struggles while placed upside
down in a barber chair with the mechanical attendant clipping off his
tail feathers and blackening his face.
The laughs follow in such quick succession that they are practically continuous.

Friml Favorites
Paramount

11 Minutes

There’s nothing distinguished about this
band number which serves to introduce
Rudolf Friml jr. whose father is the worldfamous composer. A few of the elder
Friml ’s favorite compositions, a popular
number, and one by Friml jr., round out
the reel. A girl vocalist and a male quartet are of average calibre.

The Grand Bounce
M-G-M

11 Minutes

Although somewhat drawn out, this Pete
Smith dramatization of the rounds made
by a bad check should interest because of
its novelty and its place in the American
scene. The bouncing check makes its debut in the payment of a gambling debt. It
is then offered in payment for a fur coat,
an emergency operation, a loan and another debt, as well as figuring in a robbery and a prize fight. The relationship
of each of the incidents is forced at times,
but the general idea should capture the
imagination of many patrons.
BOXOFTICE

Pictorial

No. 11

Pan American

Champions

Paramount

10 Minutes

To prove his point that the United States
has no monopoly on sports champions,
Grantland Rice introduces Argentine polo
and Jai Alai, Havana counterpart of American handball. On the strength of each
sequence an audience should reach the
quick conclusion that Rice is right. The
Jai Alai game is probably the fastest game
played by individuals on record. Slow motion shots show amazing skill by experts
who expose themselves to dangers that
make football look tame. The poloists, a
quartet known as pre-eminent wherever
the game is played, exhibit a flashy scuffle.
Each sequence includes some interesting
data. An exciting reel that should appeal
to all types of audiences.

Paramount

10 Minutes

This is fundamentally a reel about fishing, but by no means restricted to male
audiences or the Izaak Waltons of the
family. The subject treats with three unusual methods of angling, and as such contains more amusement than advice. It
opens with a hunt for Florida lobster,
which is done with nets in transparent
tropic waters. Then to Alaska, where a
family of bears is seen trying to get their
teeth into some elusive salmon. The animals’ pranks are full of unconscious humor.
The film concludes with a quaint method
practiced by the Japanese who use cormorants with necks tied so that the fish may
be retrieved when the birds swallow them.

Screen Snapshots
Series 16, No. 8
Columbia

10 Minutes

One of the first ventures under the
Columbia banner, this behind-the-scenes
“magazine of the screen” has retained
its popularity through 17 years of release
by the same company. Harriet Parsons,
now the Screen Snapshots reporter, is
sometimes hard put to find suitable photographic subjects, as the present issue
shows. The opening shots cover a barbecue
with Leo Carrillo, Tox Mix and Tom
Brown the only familiar faces noticed. At
the Racquet Club in Palm Springs Paul
Lukas, Joan Bennett, Sally Eilers and a few
others are noticed in the stands while some
of their colleagues are buying novelties at
Frank Morgan’s Trading Post. Closing
shots are of the Academy Awards banquet
several weeks ago with Paul Muni, Luise
Rainer, Jean Hersholt and Gale Sondergaard receiving the statuettes. An interesting scene but one that has lost its
timely value.

Vitaphone Pictorial
Revue
No. 10
Vitaphone

10 Minutes

Four stock subjects which can be shown
at any season of the year are included
in this average program filler. Opening
with a group of dancers who practice dancing, and perhaps a spill or two, on the
water, the reel goes on to show the preparation of breakfast for a great number of
people in a large hotel, the raising of Angora rabbits for their long and silky fur
and the manufacture and tooling of Morocco leather. The last two sequences have
some educational value and the final
chapter, showing the various processes the
hide goes through before it emerges as
leather, is filmed in natural color.
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Women's Angle Stressed
for "The Road Back"
New

York — With the red carpet, flashlight photographers, searchlights mounted

on trucks playing on the arriving celebrities and all the other paraphernalia so
necessary to impress Broadway with a
“world premiere,” Universal’s “The Road
Back” had its roadshow opening at the
Globe Theatre here. The glitter of the
premiere was forgotten in a few days but
the features of the exploitation campaign
are still impressing the title, cast and dramatic nature of the picture on prospective
patrons.
Ads Play

Up Feminine

Appeal

an was placed

on the cover

by Universal’s exploitation department, and a miniature book-shaped
herald was distributed in front of the theatre. This herald gave all the important
facts in connection with the picture's filming and the background of Erich Maria
of “The Road Back”
the Western Front.”

Souvenir books on “The Road Back”
with gold cover and fine art work are being distributed at the theatre during the
engagement. The book was published by
the Nicolas Publishing Co.

Although the romantic interest is necessarily subordinated to the war and revolutionary episodes of the film, the advertising campaign on “The Road Back” used
pictures, drawings and advertising copy to
“sell” the film to the women. Ads in the
daily newspapers played up a huge feminine figure with arms outstretched and
copy headed “Millions of women
a handful of men returning!”
Several romantic scenes were

waiting —
placed

in

another ad with copy such as: “They
sought lost moments of ecstasy — with the
same arms that held death away, they now
reached for love — and new life;” “Four
years without women — Ludwig seeks forgetfulness in the touch of a woman’s
hand, her tender lips and smile.” “Not a
woman in the world can afford NOT to
see this picture,” was the final selling line
to convince the women of the picture’s
importance to them.
Heralds

and

Throwaways

A scene from “The Road Back” showing
Richard Cromwell or John King in an affectionate embrace with a beautiful wom-

PRACTICAL

SHOWMEN

J^OBERT
given to TAYLOR
patrons by“candy
M. H. kisses”
Chakereswere
of
the Regent State, Springfield, Ohio, as exploitation for 20th-Fox’s “This Is My Affair.” The whole thing cost very little, and
over fine with the ladies.

went

•

of throwaways

distributed

Remarque, author
and “All Quiet on

BY

A successful hog-calling contest was carried out by Manager Clarence Wasserman
of the Tulare, Tulare, Calif., and his assistajit, Nevin Seamonds, for Paramount’s
“Waikiki Wedding.” Wasserman rated free
7iewspaper space, and winners were paid
off in eash, ham,
ets.

bacon

and

theatre

tick-

•
Ely
Grand

E.

Seff

of

the

Spencer

Theatre,

Island, 111., arranged with an operator to have his ferry boat which carries

heavy

traffic up and down the river banking the town bannered with plugs for
Metro’s “Love on the Run.”

•

TYPEWRITER TIEUP
FOR UNIVERSAL

A clever bit of newspaper publicity was
secured recently by John Krier, manager

FILM

New York — Through a tieup with the
New Royal Portable, a window display
playing up Universal’s “As Good as Married” secured some attention for the picture during its first-run engagement here
at the Roxy. Morris Kinzler. of the theatre, landed the window of a typewriter
shop near the Roxy, the display featuring
the stars, John Boles and Doris Nolan, in
their respective
rapher.

roles of boss and

stenog-

of the Paramount Theatre at Cedar Rapids, for M-G-M’s “Pariiell.” Some 36 Irish
folk of the little town of Parnell, la., were
invited as his guests at a Sunday morning
showing of “Parnell.” This town was named after Parnell, the main character in the
picture. As a result of this, Krier secured a
photograph of these people and a nice
newspaper story in the Sunday Cedar Rapids paper, which created interest in the picture. It was timely and quite original.

VETERAN SHOWING
FOR WAR PICTURE

Stills from the picture were placed in
the carriage parts of the various model
typewriters in the window and a large

Denver — A stock stunt which brought
exceptional publicity and created goodwill
for the Orpheum Theatre here was used

card contained the following copy: “You’ll
be happy to be ‘As Good as Married’ to
your New Royal Portable when you experience the thrill of working with the

by G. Golub, manager, for M-G-M’s “They
Gave Him a Gun” and could be copied by
exhibitors in many localities for this picture or others having an army angle.

perfect working

companion

. . .”

Golub held a special screening
erans confined to the Fitzsimmons

for vetGeneral

Hospital, U. S. Army, several days in advance of the local opening. This brought
out

dozens of letters written by the inmates to Gladys George, starring in the

picture, and from Colonel A. C. Miller, in
charge. Stories on the stunt and several
of the letters were published in a local

paper.
Impressive and attention-compelling
front for the Globe Theatre, New
York City, where
recently opened
Highlights are the
bilant soldiers on
the beseeching

“The Road Back”
a two-a-day run.
cutouts of the juArmistice Day and

feminine

figure flank-

ing the title display.

(Cosmo-Sileo

photo) .
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Loews Circuit Proves
Courtesij Always Paijs
New

MANY

TIEUPS FOR

New

York

Francis R. Deering of the Loew’s Theatre in Houston turned an “engineers”
strike into a bonanza of publicity for
Samuel Goldwyn’s UA release, “Woman Chases Man.” The above shot shows
the woman picket chasing the strikers.
Her placard bears the title of the film.
“The stunt actually stopped traffic on
Main Street several times each night,”
Deering said, “while the woman chased
the man.”

Public Wedding Is
Goodwill Guilder
New

York — A search

for a venturesome

couple who wanted to be married — on the
stage of the Brooklyn Strand — was no
mean goodwill builder and publicity stunt
for that theatre. Attendance on the night
of the ceremony taxed standing room.
Advance interest was created by a trailer
run on the screen for four weeks prior to
the event and a lobby frame. Patrons were
asked to write a letter to the management
telling “Why I would like to be married
on the Strand stage,” with the writers of
the most interesting note to be selected by
a committee of judges for the public wedding. The letter sent by two young Brooklyn residents recounting the difficulties
they encountered in their efforts to have
the knot tied appealed to the sympathy of
the judges and was selected from among
the hundreds which almost swamped the
committee.
The efforts of Ted Trust, manager of
the Strand, were instrumental in securing
dozens of gifts from various merchants in
the neighborhood, and the presents were
placed on display in the lobby several days
in advance. Flowers and other necessities
for the ceremony were also secured through
tieups made by Trust with local merchants
anxious for a credit line. All in all, a big
show which cost the theatre almost nothing and resulted in newspaper and wordof-mouth publicity for the Strand.
BOXOFFICE
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— A

nationwide

exploitation

is being effected by Columbia

in connection with “The
which has the current
driving campaign as its
tion to the endorsement
Automobile Association,
the AAA, the exhibitor
through tieups with other

Devil Is Driving,”
nationwide safetheme. In addiof the American
better known as
also will benefit
organizations.

The Motion Picture Traffic Safety committee, consisting of representatives of
automobile, insurance, casualty and police
organizations, has approved “The Devil Is
Driving” as an official contestant for its
1937 Hoffman Statue award. Other national organizations which have endorsed
the picture are the Automobile Manufacturers’ Association and the U. S. Bureau of
Public Roads.
Through these outlets and their auxiliary
agencies, an audience will be built up for
theatres booking the picture. The message of “The Devil Is Driving” also is being
carried to insurance policy holders through
the medium of commercial organization
bulletin boards. Newspaper coverage will
be obtained through the insurance companies’ monthly syndicate service.

Pa. — A

woman

old public some-

and

a

the circuit’s managers. “Starting with the
cashier, the patron is entitled to smiles and
Two local recent incidents are cited in
courtesy.”of the well established fact that
support
thoughtfulness and courtesy in handling
patronsin and
the prevalence
of a and
“friendly”
spirit
a theatre
always pays
makes
permanent, profitable friends.
Two

man

chasing each other on stilts through the
main streets proved an attention-getter
for “Woman Chases Man” when it played
the Capitol here. Another feature of
Byron Linn’s campaign was cooperative
ads in the newspapers with copy such as
“Woman Chases Man to ... . Store to Buy
His Summer Clothes.” The ads gave the
picture and playdate central billing.

Specific

Cases

A1 Rosen, manager of Loew’s State on
Broadway, received a letter from an insurance man saying he was sorry he would
not attend the show for three weeks because he must leave town to attend insurance conventions. The patron promised
an early visit on his return.
S. H. Meinhold, Loew district manager,
calls attention to an incident at Loew’s
175th St. Theatre. During the last Will
Rogers Memorial collection, a patron dropped a $20 bill in the basket. The usher
quietly called the man’s attention to the
size of the bill, fearing the man had dropped in the banknote thinking it was a $1
or $2 bill. The man assured the usher
he had intended donating $20. The usher
told Manager Adlman of the generous patron. Adlman personally thanked the man
as he left the theatre and took the trouble
to notify the memorial commission officials
of this donation. The commission sent
the donor a letter of thanks. The patron
was

Good "Chase" Stunt
Scranton,

good

remember the public is paying your salary,”
Loew circuit officials this week informed

"DEVIL IS DRIVING"
campaign

York — “The

times may get on your nerves, but always

pleasantly surprised at all
tention and interest.
Since then he never misses a
the State and invariably brings
of guests.
These two specific instances of

this atweek at
a group
courtesy

should plainly point out the fruitful benefits which are to be derived from a caresonnel.fully trained and thoughtful the?.tre per-

The permanent electric sign atop
the marquee of the Garrick Theatre,
Chicago, plugs no particular picture
but is of immense value in impressing patrons with the worth of the
weekly bills. The marquee and valances are reserved for copy on curwith

rent films such as “Elephant Boy,”
catchline, “1,000 Thundering

Thrills.”
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MUSIC

FOR
MADAME
(RKO) — with Nino Martini, Joan Fontaine, Lee Patrick, Barbara Pepper, Alan Mowbray.
Producer: Jesse L. Lasky.
Director: John Blystone. Screenplay: F. Hugh
Herbert.

WELL ALONG

PREPARING
HEiNEFlTS
FOKGOT
(M-G-M) — Producer: John
W. Considine jr. Original: Clarence Brown.

ADVENTUROUS
BLONDE
(WB) — with Glenda
Farrell, Barton MacLane,
Robert Barrat, Anne

CRASHING
THE
FRONT
PAGE
(Rep)— Producer:
John Auer
Screenplay: Arthur Gregor.

Nagel, Hugh
O’Connell, Tom
Kennedy, Walter
Young.
Producer: Bryan Foy. Director: Frank
McDonald.

HAFGHTER
OF THE
TONG
(Para) — with Anna
May
Wong,
Akim
Tamiroff. Original Screenplay: Garnett Weston, Edward
T. Lowe.
DEVIL'S
HIGHWAY
lew.
Producer:
Meins. Original:

(20th-Fox) — with Smith
Sol Lesser. Director:
Harold Bell Wright.

ADVENTURE'S
END
(Univ) — with John Wayne.
Producer: Trem
Carr. Director: Arthur Lubin.
Original: Ben Ames Williams. Screenplay: Scott
Darling.

BalGus

HE

WHO
GETS
SLAPPED
(M-G-M) — with Robert Taylor, Spencer Tracy.
Producer: Joseph
Manklewicz.
Original:
Leonid
Andreyev.
Screenplay: John Balderston.

I'VE

CiOT TWO
SWEETIES
(RKO)— with Burgess Meredith. Harriet Hilliard.
LIFE
BEGINS
IN
COLLEGE
(20th-Fox) — with
the Ritz Brothers, Joan Marsh. Phyllis Brooks,
Joan Davis, The
Brewster Twins.
Producer:
Harold Wilson. I>irector: George Marshall.

ADVENTURES
OF
MARCO
POLO
(UA)— with
Gary Cooper. Sigrid Gurie, George Barbier, Robert Grieg, John Carradine, Alan Hale, H. B.
Warner, Ferdinand Gottschalk, Blanca Visher,
Jane Chamberlain, Stanley Fields, Verree Teasdale.
Producer: Samuel
Goldwyn.
Director:
John Cromwell.
Screenplay: Robert Sherwood.
AIIVENTURES
OF
TOM
SAWYER
(SI)— with
Thomas
Kelly, Elizabeth
Patterson, Walter
Brennan. Victor Jory, Ted
Limes.
Producer:
David O- Selznick. Director: H, C. Potter. Original: Mark Twain.
Screenplay: John V. A.
Weaver.

LOVE'S
A
FABLE
(Rep)- — Producer:
Leonard
Fields. Screenplay: Edward
Seward.
MAYHEM
IN THE
A. M. (Univ)— Producer : Trem
Carr.
Original: George Waggner.
PRISON
FARM
(Para) — with Lloyd Nolan, Lew
Ayres, Louise Campbell.
Original: Edward
Westrate. Screenplay: Erwin Gelsey, True Boardman.

ANNAPOLIS
SALUTE
(RKO) — with James
Ellison, Marsha Hunt, Harry Carey, Van
Heflin,
Ann
Hovey, Arthur Lake, George Lissey, Pass
Le Noir, Robert Kellaro, John Griggs, Harry
Fletcher.
Producer:
Robert
Sisk.
Director:

RENFREW
OF THE
MOUNTED
(GN )— Producer :
A1 Herman.
Director: Al Herman.
Screenplay:
Charles Corbin.

BRIDE

ROOM
SERVICE
Allen Boretz.

(RKO) — Original:

John

STARTING
LOVE

LIKE
THAT
(RKO)— with Herbert Marshall. Barbara Stanwyck.
Producer:
Edward
Kaufman.
Director: Al Santell. Original: David Garth. Screenplay: Charles Kaufman.
ALI
BABA
GOES
TO
TOWN
(20th-Fox)— with
Eddie Cantor. June I^ng, Tony Martin, George
Sanders. Alice Brady, Roland Young, Alan Dinehart, Pauline
Moore.
Producer:
Laurence
Schwab.
Director: David
Butler.
Original:
Gene Fowler.
AWFUL
TRUTH
(Col) — with Irene Dunne, Cary
Grant, Wyn
Cahoon, Cecil Cunningham,
Scott
Colton, Bess Flowers, Robert Allen. Producer:
Everett Riskin. Director: Leo McCarey.
BIG
CITY
(M-G-M) — with Spencer Tracy, Luise
Rainer. Big Boy Williams. Fred Smith
Will
Stanton. Mahon
Hampton,
Helen Brown. Irving
Bacon. Edgar Deering, James Flannagan, Mitchell Lewis, Regis Toomey.
Producer: Norman
Kra.sna
Director: Frank
Borzage
Original:
Norman
Krasna

JohnLeon-

FALL
GUYS
(RKO) — wdth Bert Wheeler, Robert
Woolsey, Lupe Velez.
Producer: Lee Marcus.
Director: Edward Cline. Original: Victor Mapes.
Screenplay: Benny Rubin.
IN

OLD
CHICAGO
(20th-Fox)— with Tyrone Power, Don Ameche, Alice Faye, Tom
Brown, Alice
Brady, Andy
Devine, Phyllis Brooks. Virginia
Field. Director: Henry King.
Original: Niven
Bush.
Screenplay: Lamar
Trotti, Sonya Levien.

LADY
FIGHTS
BACK
(Univ) — with Kent Taylor.
Irene Herve^/
William
Lundigan,
Ferdinand
Munier. Billy Best. Producer: Edmund
Grainger. Director.' Milton Carruth.
PUBLIC
COWBOY
NUMBER
1 (Rep)— with Gene
Autry, House Peters jr., William Farnum, Matson Williams. James
Mason, Frankie Marom.
Director: Joe Kane.
STAND-IN
(UA) — with Leslie Howard, Joan Blondell. Producer: Walter Wanger.
Director: Tay
Garnett. Original: Clarence Buddington
Kelland. Screenplay: Gene Towne, Graham
Baker.
TOVARICH
(WB) — with Claudette Colbert, Charles
Boyer, Basil Rathbone. Producer: Robert Lord.
Director: Anatole
Litvak.
Screenplay: Jacques Deval.

John

Twist.

Screen-

CASSIDY
OF BAR
20 (Para) — with William Boyd,
George Hayes. Russell Hayden. Producer: Harry
Sherman. Original: Clarence E. Mulford. Screenplay: Norman Houston.
CHARLIE
CHAN
ON
BROADW'AY
(20th-Fox) —
with Warner Oland, Keye Luke, Louise Henry,
Joan Marsh, J. Edward Bromberg, Thomas
Beck,
Harold Huber, Leon Ames, Tashi Mori, Donald
Wood,
George Regas,
Creighton Hale, Billy
Wagner.
Producer: John Stone. Director: Eugene Forde. Screenplay: Helen Logan, Robert
Ellis.
EBB
TIDE
(Para) — ^with Frances Farmer, Oscar
Homolka,
Lloyd Nolan, Barry Fitzgerald, Ray
Milland, Leonard
Sues, Charles Meggs, Lina
Basquette, David Hope, Charles Stephens. Producer: Lucien Hubbard. Director: James Hogan.
Original: Robert Louis Stevenson, Lloyd Osborne.
FIT FOR
A KING
(RKO) — with Joe E. Brown,
Helen Mack, Paul Kelly, Russell Hicks, Charles
Lane, Gennaro
Curd, Frank
Reicher, Donald
Briggs, Charles Trowbridge.
Producer: David
L. Loew.
Director: Edward
Sedgwick.
Screenplay: Richard Flournoy.
FLIGHT
FROM
GLORY
(RKO) — with Chester
Morris. Whitney
Bourne, Solly Ward.
Onslow
Stevens, Eduardo
Ciannelli. Van
Heflin, Lee
Patrick, Walter Miller, Paul Guilfoyle, Richard
Lane, Douglas Walton,
Producer: Robert Sisk.
Director: Lew
Landers.
Original: Robert Andrews.
GOOD

NIGHT
LADIE.S (Para) — with Lynne Overman. Eleanore Whitney, Johnny Downs. Benny

Baker, Terry Walker, John Patterson, El Brendel. Kitty McHugh,
Barlowe
Borland, Harvey
Clarke, Dick Allen. George Woods, Louis King,
Joe Tweip, June Brewster, Stanley Andrews,
Vincent Romo,
Mabel Colcord, Ben Hendricks,

Howard, Troy Brown, Katherine Sheldon, Margaret Hamilton, Maxie Rosenbloom, Walter Connolly. Producer: David O. Selznick. Director:
Wiliam
A. Wellman.
Original: James
Astreet
Screenplay: Ben Hecht
100

MEN
AND
A GIRL
(Univ)— with Deanna Durbin, Leopold Stokowski, Adolphe Menjou, Fredrick Murray, Lee Prather, Edith Penn. Mischa
Auer, Jack Mulhall, Harry Allan, Clyde Cook,
Jack Stewart, Jameson
Thomas,
Eric Wilton,
John
Hamilton.
Producer: Joseph Pasternak,
Director: Henry Koster. Original: Hans Kraly.
Screenplay: F. Hugh
Herbert.

PARK
len.

AVENUE
DAME
(Col)— with Richard ArFay Wray.
Producer: Irving Briskin. Director: D. Ross Lederman.
Original: Robert T.
Shannon.
Screenplay: Michael Simmons.

SNOW

WHITE

AND

— feature-length
Walt Disney.

THE

SEVEN

Technicolor

DWARFS

cartoon.

(RKO)

Producer:

SOMETHING
TO SING ABOUT
(GN)— with James
Cagney, Cully Richards, Candy Oandido, Jimmy
Newell. Producer: Victor Schertzinger. Director: Victor Schertzinger. Original: Victor Schertzinger, Austin Parker.
SOPHIE
LANG
IN HOLLYWOOD
(Para)— with
Gertrude Michael, Gilbert Roland, Sandra Storm.
John
Howard,
Porter Hall, Barlowe
Borland,
Lee Bowman,
Larry Crabbe. Producer: William
LeBaron,
Director: Charles Reisner, Original:
F. I. Anderson.
THANKS
FOR
EVERYTHING
(Col) — with Francis
Lederer, Madeleine
Carroll, Grace
Bradley,
Mischa Auer, Connie Boswell, Richard Carle,
George McKay. J. C. Nugent, Charles Waldron.
Arthur Hoyt, Victor Kilian. Producer: William
Perlberg. Director: Elliott Nugent.
Original:
Adelaide Heilbron. Screenplay: Mary McCall jr.
THIS WAY
PLEASE
(Para) — with Betty Grable
Buddy
Rogers, Fibber McGee
and Molly, Mary
Livingstone, Ned Sparks, Wally Vernon, Rome
Vincent, Jerry Bergen, Terry Raye, Garry Owen,
Matt McHugh,
Don
Brodie, Harry Worth, P.
Gerald Smythe, Virginia Dabney. Ned
Sparks
Harry
Worth.
Producer: Melville A. Shauer
Director: Robert Florey. Original: Bill Thomas,
Max Shane.
TOO CLEVER
TO LIVE (Univ) — with Tom Brown,
Lewis Stone, Barbara
Head, Robert Gleckler
Howard
Hickman, Robert Homan,
Frank Jenks,
Harry

Bowen, Aileen Carlyle. ProcTucer:
mund Grainger. Director: Lewis R. Foster.
ginal: Charles Grayson, Sy Bartlett.

EdOri-

UMBRELLA
MAN
(M-G-M) — with George Murphy,
Rita Johnson. Leo G. Carroll. Henry Stubbs, Keith
Kenneth,
Colin Kenny,
Robin
Adair, Frank
Beecher. Leyland Hodgson.
J. M.
Kerrigan,
Harry Allen, Eddie Quillan, Peter Hobbes, Montagu Love. Producer: Sam Zimbalist. Director:
William Thiele.
WELLS

FARGO
(Para) — with Joel McCrea, Frances Dee, Lionel Barrymore, Bob Burns.
Producer: Frank Lloyd.
Director: Frank
Lloyd.
Screenplay: Stuart Lake.

WIFE,
DOCTOR
AND
NURSE
(20th-Fox)— with
Loretta Young, Warner
Baxter, Virginia Bruce,
Jane
Darwell, Hallene Hill. Forbes Murray,
Minna
Gombell.
Producer: Raymond
Griffith.
Director: Walter
Lang.
Original: Kathryn
Scola, Darrell Ware.

Lloyd Ingraham, Helen Flint. Producer: William LeBaron. Director: George Archainbaud.
Original: Ring Lardner. Screenplay: Lillie HayAvard, Ed Welch.

BONANZA
(Para) — with Edward
Arnold, George
Bancroft. John Trent
Producer: B. P. Schulberg. Director: Richard Wallace.
DOl'BLE
TROUBLE
(Rep) — with Olsen and
son. Lew Kelly, Fred Kelsey. Producer:
ard Fields.

Original:

WORE
RED
(M-G-M)— with Joan Crawford, Franchot Tone, Robert Young, Reginald
Owen, Billie Burke, George Zucco, Dickie Moore.
Producer: Joseph Mankiewicz. Director: Dorothy
Arzner. Original: Ferenc Molnar.

Murray,

SQUADRON
**B" (Advance) — with Bill Edwards,
Marget Morris, JoAnn Carr. Producer: Mitchell
Leichter. Director: Steve Wilkinson,
SUEZ
(20th-Fox) — with Simone Simon.
TWO
WELL-DRESSED
MEN
(Mono) — Producer:
Joseph Henry Steele. Director: Arthur Greville
Collins.

A

Christy Cabanne.
play: John Twist.

NOTHING
SACRED
(UA) — with Fredric March.
Carole Lombard.
Charles Winninger, Margaret
Hamilton. Clarence Wilson, A. W. Sweatt, Olin

GREAT
GARRICK,
THE
(WB) — with
Brian
Aherne,
Olivia de
Havilland, Marie
Wilson,
Edward
Everett Horton, Lana Turner, Melville
Craig Reynolds, Luis Alberni.
Producer: Mervyn LeRoy.
Director: James Whale.
MET
MY
LOVE
AGAIN
(UA) —
with Henry
Fonda, Joan Bennett. Louise Platt. Tim
Holt,
Dame
May Whltty, Producer: Walter Wanger.
Director; Arthur Ripley. Original: Allene Corliss. Screenplay: Joshua Logan.

COMPLETED

Cooper.
I

INSIDE
STORY
Travis, Eddie

(WB) — with Ronald
Acuff, Ben Weldon,

Regan, June
Sonny Bupp,

Priscilla Lyon, George E. Stone, Raymond
Hatton. Producer: Bryan
Foy.
Director: Nick
Grinde. Original: Morton Grant, Roy Chanslor.
LADY

FIGHTS
BACK
(Univ) — Producer:
mund Grainger. Director: Milton Carruth.

Ed-

LIFE

BEGINS
WITH
LOVE
(Col)— with Jean Parker. Douglass Montgomery,
Edith
Fellowes,
Lumsden
Hare, Aubrey Mother, Eva Dennison.
Producer: Myles Connolly. Director: Ray McCarey. Original: Dorothy Bennett. Screenplay:
Emmett
Lavery, Thomas
Mitchell.

LIVE,
LOVE,
LEARN
(M-G-M) — with Robert
Montgomery, Rosalind Russell. Robert Benchley,
Una Merkel, Mickey Rooney.
Producer: Henry
Rapf. Director: George Fitzmaurice. Original:
Helen Grace Carlisle. Screenplay: Marion Parsonnet.

HOPALONG
RIDES
AGAIN
(Para)— with William
Boyd, George Hayes, Nora Lane, Harry Worth,
William Duncan, Lois Wilde. Producer: Harry
Sherman.
Director: Les
Selander. Original:
Clarence
E.
Mulford.
Screenplay:
Norman
Houston.
LAW
FOR
TOMBSTONE
(Univ)— with
Buck
Jones. Producer: Buck Jones. Original: Charles
M. Martin. Screenplay: Frances Guihan.
LIFE

OF THE
PARTY
(RKO) — with Gene Raymond. Harriet Hilliard, Joe Penner, Victor Moore,
Helen Broderick, Eric Blore, Thelma Leeds, Erik
Rhodes, Parkyakarkus, Margaret Dumont,
Ann
Shoemaker,
Lloyd Shackelford. Jane
Rhodes,
Winifred Harris, Charles Judels, Producer:
ward Kaufman. Director: William Seiter.
ginal: Joseph Santley.

EdOri-

YOU
CAN'T
HAVE
EVERYTHING
(20th-Fox) —
With Alice Faye, Jimmy
Ritz, David Rubinoff,
Arthur Treacher, Gypsy Rose Lee, Tony Martin,
Frances Drake, Don Ameche, Joan Davis, Louis
Prima, George Humbert.
rog. Screenplay: Harry

Director: Norman
TauTugend, Jack Yellen.

Showbusiness One Tlever
Qraducdes..?fhere's Qlwoifs
Something Jlew to /pam !
^BuT one can, by earnest and conscientious effort,
+ PLUS
SERVICES
PICTURE
The

become very wise. One of the best and most reliable methods of obtaining that knowledge is by
GUIDE

million dollar idea now
bined with a Date & Record

MODERN

comBook.

THEATRE

Devoted expressly to the mechanics
of theatre operation and maintenance.

BAROMETER
An

annual compendium
of
tion and practical service

informafeatures.

Production INDEX

consistent study of that which takes place in the industry. BOXOFFICE gives its readers that service.
So to the few who have been putting off sending in
their subscriptions to BOXOFFICE,

we say Do It

Now... and you'll know that your tuition is paid
for the next 52 weeks ... or longer.

Vital up-to-the-minute information
on
feature and
shorts
releases.

REVIEWS
Brief

yet complete, unbiased opinions; fact-finding from
all angles.

EXPLOITIPS
Selling angles on pictures; catchlines
for newspaper
and
program
ads.

HOLLYWOOD
EXPLOITATION

'DT>r\7TT\X70
Jr nt
V l£i W O

Analyzing the showmanship
qualities
in new pictures; scene illustrations.

SELLING

SEATS

Practical suggestions for
your
programs
to
the

selling
public.

ASSOCIATED PUBLICATIONS,
4704 East 9fh Sf., Kansas City, Mo.
Please enter my subscription for one year (52 issues) lor BOXOFFICE (13 of
which contain The MODERN THEATRE Section and 13 of the PRODUCTION INDEX),
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dreams

RELEASE
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to

the

Girls

Can

It Can’t

June

Play

Last

30, ’37

June

21, ’37

July

15, ’37

Roaring: Tiniher
TITLE
CHANGES:
Sonnii of Your
ROMANCE.
Take

the

Air.

Thanks
for
YOURS.

July

Voice,

changed

changed
to THE

Everything,

to

BIG

changed

I’LL

4, ’37

TAKE

SHOT.
to

IT’S

ALL

First National
Empty
Holsters (..) — Western.
A
cowboy
who
gained the favor of a girl is innocently convicted of a murder to get him out of the way.
On parole, he forces a confession from the real
culprit.
Dick Foran, Patricia Wathall, Emmett
■37.
V'’ogan.

Director:

B.

Reeves

Eason.

(F).

LIVE.

LOVE

wax

dummies

are

alive.

July

10.

and

get

drunk.

May

Alpine (’abaret (10) — Some well-known radio and
vaudeville talent in an
original atmosphere.
Roscoe

Ates,

Campbell’s

Beaux

and

Belles.

Aug.
4. ’37.
OSAVAIA>
('.\KTOONS
AA'ily Weasel, I’he (7) — Mrs. Cluck, hatching a
family, leaves her nest, giving the weasel a
chance to steal her eggs and substitute doorknobs. June 7. ’37.

VARIETIES

Rhythm
Roundup
(21) — In order to prevent an
Englishman
from turning their hamlet into a
factory, a group of westerners stage a wild west
show to scare him out of town.
Estelle Taylor. June 19. ’37.
MERRIE
MELODY
Uncle

COMEDIES

Educational

26, 37

June

Forever

the

herring

COMEDIEJS

Vitaphone

and Saddles (19) — As General Muster, Buffalo Bilious and Wild Bill Hickup, the three
stooges are assigned by the government
to
bring in the cattle rustlers of the west, dead
or alive. July 2, ’37.

DATES:

Finish

all

pickled

BROADUAY

Goofs

Columbia
NEW

that

June 25. '37,
THREE
stooge

of

24.MENTONK
'37.

Tom’s Bungalow
(7) — A satire on the famous play with Simon Degree being tormented

by PICTORIAL
little Eva.

June
5, ’37.
REVUE

No. 11 (10) — The inner workings of a postoffice;
unusual stunts by dogs; the processing and bottling of milk; and the manufacture of rugs, the
latter

sequence

in color.

June

19, ’37.

IKRKYTOON
Ozzie

O.strioh Comes to Town
(9) — Kiko, the kangaroo. receives a package from Australia w’hich
out to be a mischievous ostrich. May 28, ’37.

turns

Paramount
< OLOR

CI.ASSIC

Car-Tune Portrait, A (7) — A group of disgruntled
cartoon animals form
a
symphony
orchestra
which plays serenely until the members
start
fighting among
themselves.
PA ka(;raphics

June

25, '37.

Circus C<»ines to Town, The (10) — The inside story
of a touring circus showing how* the performers
live while on tour. June 25. ’37.

Universal

MEANY,
MINY. MOE
( AR'rOONS
Stevedore (7) — The three monkeys
are employed
loading cargo until they get involved with a

M-G-M
TIII.E

CHANGES:

Wedding
Dress,
LEARN.

changed

to

AND

Paramount
TITLE
Carelessly,

CHANGES:
changed

to

I

MET

MY

LOVE

AGAIN.

20th Century-Fox
Wee Willie Winkle ( . . ) — Adventure drama.
With
the locale in India, a little girl, buddy of a
tough sergeant, brings peace to warring tribesmen and fosters a romance between two friends.
Shirley Temple, Victor McLaglen,
C. Aubrey
Smith.
Director, John
TITLE
CHANGES:
Laneer
•SPY.

.Spy,

changed

to

Ford.

(F).

LIFE

OF

July
A

30,

'37.

AMAIING

LANCER

Photographed

Warner Bros.
Marry the Girl (..) — Comedy.
The niece of the
slightly balThy operators of a newspaper syndicate gets herself and all concerned into a series
of complications over her amorous
adventures.
Hugh
Herbert, Mary
Boland, Allen Jenkins.
Mischa. Auer.
Director, William McGann.
(F).
July
Ihiblic

31, '37.
Wedding
(58) — Romantic drama.
As a result of a publicity stunt a
young couple find
themselves married.
In an effort to make
a

“go” of it the wife makes her husband famous
and
rich by employing another stunt. Jane
Wyman,
William Hopper, Dick Purcell. Director, Nick Grinde. (F). July 10, '37.
Singing Marine, The (..) — Musical romance.
A
singing marine discovers there is more happiness in the Marine Corps where a girl loves him
than in a world of tinsel without her. Dick
Powell, Doris Weston, Lee Dixon, Hugh Herbert.
Director,

Ray

Enright.

(F).

July

3, '37.

Clyde, Joan Woodbury.
COMMUNITY
SING

Masque
wax
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Large theatres and small ones . . . thousands
of them, all over America . . . depend on
Kooler-Aire

for efficient cooling and
■natter
Kooler-Aire Systems

June

:

modeling
system or reyou

get a copy

CondiModern

Theatre”

KAT

Raid, The (8) — As a night watchman
figure factory, Krazy
falls asleep

in a
and

in the Boxoffice

Survey

of “Air
tioning for the

to

and a Kooler-Aire

of your

theatre.

U. S. AIR CONDITIONING CORP.
2107 Kennedy Si. N. E.
MINNEAPOLIS

are

water

The Picture Millions of
People Are Waiting to See
MADE HEADLINES
in Leading Newspapers
DRAMATIZED
on Nation-Wide Broadcasts
FULL LENGTH STORIES
in Leading Magazines

Broke

Records

San Francisco, Oakland,

San Diego,

Bakersfield, Long Beach, Cal. — Tuscon, Phoenix. Ariz.

English - Spanish Versions

your present
one — it will pay

11, ’37.

air-

size theatre — in any desired

COMEDIES

No, 4 (10) — Wendell Hall, Andy
Sanella and his
band and Gene Morgan, comedian, sing Hawaiian ditties against a beach background.
June

C. Price

A SURE-FIRE CAMPAIGN

Kooler-Aire
whether you are building
new theatre, putting
in a new cooling

Night (18) — On his way to a lodge meeting, Andy goes to a nearby cabaret to rescue
his nephew
from a
gold-digging dancer.
His
wife follows and pandemonium
ensues. Andy

18. ’37.
KRAZY

Depends on

type — evaporative washed air, cold
and refrigeration. No matter

Lodge

by Roland
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built for any

Columbia
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OFFICE STAFFS IN ONION POSH
Writers

Directors Meeting
on Eve of Demands
Marking time during a concerted membership drive before drafting recognition
demands to be made of producers, the
Screen Directors Guild is to get into action
next week with a general membership
meeting at which Guild demands will take
definite form.
SDG ranks have been more than doubled
through the organization of a Junior
Guild, composed of assistant directors, unit
managers and others in line for these jobs.
The Junior Directors group comprises almost 200 members, which, it is claimed, is
virtually 100 per cent. Senior Guild has
more than 125 members with an additional
25 associates who are short subject directors.
Junior

Guild

Guns

Individual

Drives for Recognition On by
Varied Crafts

for

Official Round

Individual drives for recognition by all
studio crafts which have not already
gained their demands under the Wagner
act kept the Hollywood labor horizon in
constant activity this week.
Most intense efforts are being made by
office workers in the various studios, with
organizational efforts being made by the
white-collar forces at United Artists,
Metro, RKO Radio, Universal and 20th
Century-Fox. Paramount workers, instigators of the drive, late last week succeeded
in their objective and gained a 40-hour
week, wage increases and other demands.

The first official round of warfare
between the Screen Writers Guild
and the Screen Playwrights, Inc.,
winner to receive recognition as sole
bargaining representative for motion
picture writers, will get the go signal
Monday when the SWG, SP, producers and Dr. Towns Nylander, regional
director of the National Labor Relations Board, go into a huddle.
Dr. Nylander’s first move in the
battle will be to attempt to gain an
agreement from both contestants to
hold a "consent election” by which
screen writers will select their bargaining representative. If this fails.
Dr. Nylander is expected to issue an
order setting the date for a hearing
on the SWG petition to be named
exclusive bargaining agent.

Jurisdictional

Officers

The Junior group last week elected its
first permanent officers after an organizational drive which had continued for two
weeks. Harry Scott, Paramount, was
named president; Horace Hough, Metro,
vice-president; Syd Fogel, RKO Radio,
treasurer; and Clem Jones, 20th CenturyFox, secretary. The permanent governing
council is composed of Bob Ross, Warners;
Fred Fleck, RKO Radio; Walter Mayo,
United Artists; Ralph Slosser, Sherman
Productions; Joe McDonough, Universal;
Eric Stacey, Selznick International; Phil
Ford, Republic; Hal Walker, Paramount;
Eli Dunn, 20th Century-Pox; Joe Dill,
Sherman Productions, and Bob Paisan,
Columbia.
Next week’s meeting will formulate the
official plan of action whereby producer
recognition will be demanded.

Richards

Prime

in "Barrier"

Harry Sherman has borrowed Addison
Richards from Warner for a featured role
in Rex Beach’s “The Barrier,’’ which Sherman will put into production shortly for
Paramount release.

JAG's Blair Keeps
Guild Fires Burning
Missionary work is the order of the day
at Screen Actors Guild headquarters in
the absence of Kenneth Thomson, executive secretary, now in New York.
Filling his post, Aubrey Blair, secretarytreasurer of the Junior Actors Guild, is
straightening out minor tangles and
cementing Thespic relationships with producers under terms of the recently-gained
Guild shop contracts.
Blair this week notified parents and
guardians of child actors that the juveniles would be eligible to full membership
in the SAG, although at lower rates, to
provide them with protection similar to
that extended other actors in dealing with
producers.
Thomson’s “stand-in” was this week
scheduled to explain requirements for SAG
membership to classified acting groups including colored and Indian players.

WESTERN EDITION Is One of the Seven Sectional Editions in Which BOXOPPICE Is Published Weekly. The
Other Six Editions Are: NEW ENGLAND, MIDEAST, CENTRAL, MIDWEST, SOUTHERN, EASTERN.

Row

Study

Repercussions of the late PMPC strike
are still being heard in the studios this
week as studio managers continued to hold
conferences with Pat Casey, producer labor
representatives, to discuss demands for
wage tilts by the painters, ringleaders of
the strike. The jurisdictional battle between painters and the International Alliance of Theatrical Stage Employes over
scenic artist and makeup men was to be
negotiated when Joseph Clarke, painters
international brotherhood president, arrived in Flollywood. He will huddle with
Casey and George Browne, lATSE president.
Other recognitional meetings with Casey
have been scheduled by set designers, interior decorators and film editors. All are
to present formal demands for recognition
and wage and working condition adjustments.
No “Dictator”

Announcement

B. B. Kahane’s appointment as “dictator” to represent producers in their labor
dealings with various crafts still had not
been officially announced early this week.
It is understood that local film executives
have submitted the plan to their New York
offices and are awaiting word before putting Kahane in the post.
Studio publicity men were the latest to
go on record in favor of forming a bargaining organization. A membership drive
(Continued on page 95)
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RKO Product to Be Sold

FOR "DEAD END" CAST

"One Moment, Please"
to Change Directors

departing conventionites as the company’s
sixth annual sales meeting broke up early
last week. In line with the disclosure of
the

sales policy.

S.

Barret

The great Goldwyn’s celebrated
temperament apparently proved too

McCormick,

'much for Director John Cromwell
this week, who retired from his chore

advertising and publicity director, announced that the company expects to triple
last season’s

national

Spitz
Business

advertising

Sees

sessions

Big
closed

budget.

Year
last Saturday

with

Leo Spitz, company president, predicting that the new season will be the
biggest in the history of the company.
Spitz asserted that business has increased
150 per cent over the corresponding period
oi the year before.
Levy reported unusual progress in sales
of theatre possibilities, announcing that
RKO Radio had clicked on 95 per cent of
its potentialities during the 1936-37 season, with 9,519 contracts sold. His sales
policy for the coming year includes one
block of 48 features, constituting the main

on “The Adventures of Marco Polo”
after four days of shooting. Production ivas interrupted only temporarily, however, as Goldwyn assigned
Archie Mayo to the film.
Cromwell and Goldwyn clashed
when

Cromioell

differed with the pro-

ducer’s conception of Marco Polo’s
character as delineated in the script.
Unable to effect a
compromise,
Cromwell backed aivay from the job.

special” — Walt Disney’s feature-length cartoon, “Snow White and the
Seven Dwarfs,” and “Victoria the Great,”
a British production — which will be sold
on an individual basis.
Comedy

Predominant

Delegates to the convention were informed by S. J. Briskin, chief of production, that studio production is aimed directly in line with the keynote of progress
and prosperity struck at the convention.
Pointing out that present trends are toward high comedy, Briskin declared that
this note would be sounded in all RKO
Radio productions, commensurate with
practical blending of romance and drama.
Several additions to the physical equipment of the Hollywood studios of the company, including a $45,000 office building, a
storage vault, new street sets and a huge
artificial lake, have been constructed in
preparation for
shooting schedule.

the

company’s

heavy

the

George O'Brien Sales Award; to exchanges in two “Rainbow on the River”
sales contests; plaques and cash donations
to winners of the Jules Levy Fifth Anniversary Campaign for billings and sales;
awards to poster clerks competing in the
Accessories sales contest; cash prizes to
the March of Time sales contest winners;
and rewards to American and Canadian
exchange
test.

winners

Conventionites
this week.
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in the Joe E. Brown

con-

left for their homes

early

by Superior Judge Emmett C. 'Wilson.
Miss Verrill, who will be starred in “The
Goldwyn Follies,” will receive a salary
ranging from $400 to $2,000 weekly. The
“Dead End” quintet will draw remuneration as follows;
Bernard Punsley, 14, $200 to $1,000
w'eekly;

Gabriel

Dell, 14, $150

to $750;

Bobby Jordan, 13, $200 to $1,000; Leo Gorcey, 16, $200 to $1,000; and Huntz Hall,
15, $100 to $500.

SIX SCRIPT CHORES
ASSIGNED BY DUNLAP
Scott Dunlap has handed out six new
writing assignments at Monogram.
Charles Logue is set to script “The Marines Are Here,” to be produced by Ken
Goldsmith; Harvey Gates will write the

set to direct “The Goldwyn Follies.”
This, however, is not due to start
until late in August, giving Goldwyn

adapt Dick Grace’s original, “Atlantic
Plight,” which will star Dick Merrill with
William Berke as producer; Barry Bar-

ample time to sign another director.
Gary Cooper toplines the cast.

Levine Taking Time
on Return Channel
Nat Levine is in no hurry to get back
into active film production, his attorney,
Gordon Levoy, told
Boxoffice this week.
Levine, who had been
in charge of production at Republic prior
to his resignation and
subsequent departure
from

Eugene

men

way shortly when Paramount will send 12
to Ketchikan, Alaska, for the salmon

season to film action scenes for “Spawn of
the North,” picturization of Barrett Willoughby’s novel.
From Ketchikan the troupe will continue
to Juneau, spending from six to ten weeks
on the jaunt. Frank Goode and Loyal
Griggs will head the crew.
Henry Hathaway will direct the film.
Ray Milland and Gail Patrick head the
cast.

Meins Helms Ballew
Gus

ago

to the film capital but so far has
failed to disclose his
plans for the future.
asserted

that

Gertrude Michael Cast
Michael

began

work

this week

in “Sophie Lang in Hollywood” for Paramount, the third “Sophie Lang” melodrama
in which she has toplined for the studio.
Sandra Storme, screen newcomer, has a
featured
ing.

spot.

Charles

Meins

will direct Smith

Ballew

in a

pair of action yarns for Principal under
terms of the two-picture contract just
signed. First to go is the Zane Grey story,

the producer is considering several offers from major companies and is also debating the advisability
of returning to his old love, independent
production. His decision, however, will be
withheld for some time.

Gertrude

ringer will v/rite “Telephone Operator” and
Alan will script “Federal Bullets.”

TO ALASKA FOR "SPAWN
OF THE NORTH" SHOTS
Another lengthy location trip gets under-

Hollywood, returned some weeks

Levoy

Final business session were given over
to the awarding of prizes to winners of the
various sales contests, including cash prizes
to managers and salesmen competing for

version of “Dead End,” had their
contracts approved late last week

screen play for “Romance of the Limberlost,” a Gene Stratton-Porter original;
Alden Nash and Nicholas Barrows will

“super

High

screen
screen

Mayo, sigjied last week to a fiveyear contract, had previously been

company program; six George O’Brien features, to be sold as a separate group; and
two

PACTS

Virginia Verrill, youthful screen actress,
and five New York youngsters brought to
Hollywood by Samuel Goldwyn for the

in Three Divisions-Levi]
RKO
Radio’s 54 feature productions
for 1937-38 will be sold in three divisions,
Jules Levy, general sales manager, told

OKAYS

Riesner

is direct-

“Boots and Saddles,” to be followed by
“The Devil’s Highway,” by Harold Bell
Wright.
lease.

Twentieth

Century-Fox

Macgowan

will re-

Extension

Kenneth Macgowan ’s associate producer
contract at 20th Century-Fox was given
another extension last week. He goes next
on

“In

Old

Chicago.”

NEW

REPUBLIC

WRITER

Republic has added Arthur Gregor to its
writing staff, assigning him to script
“Crashing the Front Page,” which is John
Auer’s initial production chore for the
studio.
BOXOFFICE

:: June

26, 1937.

No Condor Program Bar
in Conference With SEC
Production stops for diplomacy. Fulvio Suvich, Italian Ambassador to the
United States, pauses in the round of
social activity during his visit to Hollywood’s film studios to pose with two
Paramount notables. Left to right, they
are: Ernst Lubitsch, producer; Mr.
Suvich, Mrs. Suvich and Adolph Zukor.

JOHN BARRYMORE

HAS

ROLE IN "DRUMMOND"

John

Barrymore has signed with Paramount for a top role in “Bulldog Drummond Comes Back,” playing the part of
Scotland Yard Inspector Nielson. The title
character will be played by John Howard,
with Louise Campbell, Reginald Denny and
E. E. Clive in important roles.
It will be
chore under
tract and his
Barrymore

Director Louis King’s first
a recently-signed term consecond for the studio.
joins his brother Lionel, who

is also at Paramount for Frank Lloyd’s
“Wells Fargo,” which starts July 6.

SYLVIA SIDNEY WILL
DO ONE FOR LEGIT
On the heels of the announcement last
week that Henry Fonda would return temporarily to the legitimate drama, Silvia
Sidney, who, with Fonda, is a Walter Wanger contract star, has revealed similar
plans. She will begin rehearsals next fall
to star in the Theatre Guild’s production
of Ben Hecht’s new play, “To Quito and
Back.”
It will mark her first appearance on the
Broadway stage since she began her motion picture career. She returns to the
Wanger banner after the play has concluded its run.

Back to Home Lot
Herbert Marshall will return to his home
studio. RKO Radio, shortly to co-star with
Barbara Stanwyck in “A Love Like That,”
which Edward Kaufman will produce. A1
Santell is set to direct from the script by
Charles Kaufman.
The story is an original by David Garth.
JACK STERN DRAWS CLEF CHORE
Jack Stern will write incidental music for
Harry Sherman’s Paramount production.
“The Barrier,” and will collaborate with
Harry Tobias on songs to be sung in the
picture.
BRIGHT AND TASKER JOIN METRO
John Bright and Robert Tasker, writing
duo, have signed with Metro.
BOXOFFICE

Selznick Shift From UA
Refuted
Refutations of reports that David
O. Selznick is contemplating a change
in release channels when his current
United Artists contract has expired
followed in the wake of a weekend
visit to Hollywood by John Hay
Whitney, member of the Selznick International board, to confer with
Selznick.
Spokesmen for SI reiterated earlier
statements that Selznick “tends toward a renewal of his United Artists
agreement” when he has finished his
current shooting program.
Whitney checked in late last week
and left for the east after a threeday stay.

Junior Laemmle Set
as Metro Producer
After months of conjecture and reports
concerning his future, Carl Laemmle jr.,
this week officially
became a producer on
the Metro roster,
having affixed his
signature to a term
contract.
He was to check in
late this week to
begin preparing for
his first production,
which will be chosen
from one of two story
Carl Laemmle

jr.

properties under his
control — “The Amaz-

ing Dr. Clitterhouse,”
from the British stage play, and “Nine
Officers,” rights to which he purchased
while in Vienna last summer.
Strongest possibility is that the latter
property will be the first to go. as “Dr.
Clitterhouse” is understood to be tieo up
in some legal entanglement.
Laemmle ’s berth at Metro brings to an
end a continual query as to his future.
Since he and his father terminated their
association with Universal the younger
Laemmle has been reported on the verge
of signing with almost every major producer.

Termer to Rice
Florence Rice has signed a new longterm contract with Metro. She goes into
“Double Wedding,”
and Myrna Loy.

starring William Powell

Denials that Condor is even temporarily
abandoning production on a scheduled
shooting program of 20 pictures because
of financial difficulties with the Securities
and Exchange Commission in Washington
were issued by local spokesmen for the
company this week to quash reports that
such a halt had been called because of
the Condor-SEC turmoil.
George Hirliman, Condor president; Albert H. Lieberman, treasurer, and M. H.
Hoffman planed to New York last week
to renew conferences with SEC officials
in regard to a projected stock issue. Their
journey, local officials of the company
declared, was seized upon as the basis of
rumors of the production halt, personnel
cuts and payroll difficulties, all of which
are untrue, according to spokesmen.
Work

Proceeds

on

Schedule

Two pictures, due to start this week,
were to be put into work on schedule —
a George O’Brien feature, “Pools of the
Legion,” for RKO Radio release, and a
Conrad Nagel picture for Grand National.
Hirliman had previously told Boxoffice
that an SEC decision to suspend sale of a
$1,000,000 stock issue by Condor was based
only on a technicality and that the company’s production program of 14 RKO
Radio and six for Grand National would
not be affected. The SEC charged that
pertinent information relevant to the stock
sale had been withheld in the preparation
of a pre-sale prospectus.

METRO GUARDS SOUND
BY INDIRECT COOLING
Metro

is installing indirect air
tioning in its recording stages, by
incoming air is directed toward the
through sound-proof ducts, then
from above.

condiwhich
ceiling
spread

The old system forced air from the registers in the walls near the floor, distorting sound waves from orchestras and singers. Douglas Shearer, sound chief, worked
out the new arrangement.

Zorina Hollywood Bound
Zorina, premiere ballerina in England
and the continent, is on her way to Hollywood to make her picture debut. She has
a featured role in Samuel Goldwyn’s “The
Goldwyn Follies,” which will be the producer’s first picture in Technicolor since
his announced plan to make all forthcoming films in color.
WANGER

BORROWS

ALAN

MARSHAL

Walter Wanger has borrowed Alan Marshal from David O. Selznick for a role in
“I Met My Love Again,” the Joan BennettHenry Fonda film,

:: June 26 1937.
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NBC Dealing for Warner
tatio
I "

I

Two

property transfers of immense importance to the local radio industry were
in the process of negotiation this week,
one hinging upon the success of the other
and both pointing toward a 1938 boom in
ether entertainment emanating from the
film capital.
After casting about for many months
in search of a suitable site upon which to
erect new studios, the National Broadcasting Co. is reported to be dickering with
Warner for the purchase of Station KFWB
and the Sunset Blvd. property which it
occupies. If NBC closes the deal to end
its long-conducted search for Hollywood
property, the Don Lee-Mutual system will
step in with an offer to take over the
old NBC studios on Melrose Ave., bringing
a third major network definitely into Hollywood. Lewis Allen Weiss, Don Lee’s general manager, announced last week that
all major Pacific Coast production of the
network would be concentrated in Hollywood and Los Angeles should the deal be
consummated.
Lohr

and Warner

Negotiating

The NBC negotiations hinge on the results of huddles now going on in New York
between Lenox Lohr, NBC president, and
H, M. Warner. Local officials of the network early this week had heard no definite word as to settlement of the deal.
Should it go through, however, Earle C.
Anthony’s two local NBC outlets, KFI and
KECA, would move into the present KFWB
headquarters, with the web’s new buildings
to be erected on the remaining property.
The probability is, spokesmen for NBC declared, that KECA would take over
KFWB’s present frequency wave-length
and that the KFWB call-letters would be
discarded.
An indication that the NBC-KFWB deal
may go through came this week with the
announcement that Martin Gosch had resigned as radio director at Warner’s and
also severed his connection with the
Transamerican Artists Bureau, giving credence to reports that the Warner interest
in radio had suddenly cooled.
Mutual

Shifts

Two

to KHJ

In line with the general production expansion of the combined Don Lee-Mutual
system scheduled for fall, Weiss has
switched two Pacific Coast programs to
KHJ for origination, and it is understood
that several of the chain’s important commercial programs, currently being broadcast from New York, will be brought to
Hollywood as scon as quarters are obtained.
NBC put its first etherization of Shakespeare on the air this week to maintain the
three-week jump the net has on Columbia
Broadcasting System, which was first to
announce such a series but lost out when
NBC shifted to an earlier start on its
Shakespearian dramatizations. Conrad
Nagel has joined John Barrymore as a
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topliner in the NBC series. CBS is not
using motion picture names on its broadcasts, which do not begin till mid-July.
The radio field gained another motion
picture star last week when Jeanette MacDonald signed for a 26-week period with
the Vicks radio show beginning in October. The program goes out over the National Broadcasting Co. Miss MacDonald
replaces Nelson Eddy.
NBC
NBC

Adopts Portable

gained a step on CBS

Set
in the two

networks’ perpetual competition for new
program wrinkles last week when it tested,
approved and adopted a portable shortwave transmitter designed by Station KFI’s
research engineer, George Curran. Weighing 45 pounds, it can be carried on a
commentator’s back and is said to be
highly efficient, especially in coverage of
sporting events. It replaces and supplements remote broadcasts on all outdoor
events.
Station KEHE occupied the center of the
pei'sonnel-shakeup stage this week. Lewis
Tee Garden, chief announcer, has been
boosted to production manager, replacing Ray Appleby. A1 Poska moved into Tee
Garden’s chief announcing spot, and Clinton Jones transfers from news rewrite to
a continuity post. Todd Forsythe joins the
staff as an announcer.
Hector Chevigny has resigned as script
chief at KNX to join the Hollywood Hotel
writing staff, and Don Bernard, formerly
KHJ’s production manager, has joined
KNX as a producer.

Tay Garnett Takes
Leave of Renowned
Renowned

Artists lost one of its producer-members this week when Tay Garnett, unable to reach a satisfactory deal
with President Louis Lurie on his producer-director contract — to which he had
tentatively been signed — called everything
off and checked out. This reduces the
Renowned ranks by 50 per cent, with John
Ford the sole remaining producer on the
newly-formed company’s roster.
Garnett was to have produced “Trade
Winds,” starring Ronald Colman, as his
first effort. United Artists was to release. He takes “Trade Winds,” World
Cruise,” and 70,000 feet of background film
with him, Colman tagging along on a personal agreement with Garnett.
Lurie. Lester Cowan, general manager,
and William Jaffe, member of the board
of directors, went into huddles when Garnett left this week to cast about for a replacement. Ford remair..s to produce
“Quiet, Man,” for which he is preparing
at present.

A couple of jokesters swap their latest.
Joe Penner and Parkyakarkus as
caught between scenes on the set of
RKO Radio’s ‘‘New Faces of 1937,” in
lohich the two. with Milton Berle and
Harriet Hilliard, receive top hilling.

COLUMBIA'S PARLEY
WILL WIND UP MEETS
The

rear guard of the heaviest onslaught of film sales conventions ever to
hit Hollywood will check in early next
week when more than 200 Columbia salesmen and home office executives arrive in
the film capital for a four- day business
and pleasure session.
Following the usual pattern, the Columbia personnel will make its headquarters
at the Ambassador Hotel, where the sales
huddles are to take place. Studio executives this week were busying themselves
with preparations for the visitors.
Eighth major company to choose Hollywood as the scene of its annual sales meeting, Columbia will wind up a season in
which the film city has had only short
breathing spells between visits.

GN IS BUILDING A
NEW SOUND STAGE
Grand National’s present alteration program includes the construction of one of
the largest stages in Hollywood, equipped
to take care of the highest sets called for
in most scripts.
With

the building project to be completed about July 15, this stage will be 45
feet in height, 217 feet long and 100 feet
wide, with the present floor dropped to
road level to increase its height. It is being rebuilt and soundproofed from the
present stage.
Expansion

Program

Continues

Continuing steadily with its expansion
program on the lot, Metro has razed a
garage building at the east gate and has
broken ground for a new five-story office
building to replace former structures on
the property.

Third Henie Starrer
“Bread, Butter and Rhythm” will be
Sonja Henie’s third film for 20th CenturyFox. At present winding up “Thin Ice,”
she will vacation for several months before going into the film.
BOXOFFICE
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In Union Push
(Continued

from page 91)

has already started to place on the roster
those publicists who have decided to go on
their own instead of affiliating with the
American Newspaper Guild.
Agents

Form

Group

The unionization picture involving studio
crafts and other by-products of the film
industry was virtually settled this week
with the disclosure that motion picture
players’ agents, after a secretive organizational campaign, have completed plans and
formed a group to be known as the Artists Managers Guild.
Thirteen of the largest agencies were
instrumental in the formation of the Guild,
of which M. C. Levee has been elected
president. All agents, large and small, will
be invited to join provided they meet the
ethical standard set up as an entrance requirement. This open-door policy will
probably spike any moves which might
have been under discussion for a rival
organization of smaller agents, which had
loomed as a possibility.
Other officers of the AMG include Frank
Vincent, vice-president, John McCormick,
secretary, and Bert Allenberg, treasurer.
Levee

Spokesmen

Outlines

Aim

for President Levee declared

that the AMG’s platform would be “the
development of a uniform standard of
ethics controlling the business practice of
agents in the motion picture business.” It
was also said that there would be no discrimination as to size or the amount of
business done by any agency.
Initial members of the AMG include Phil
Berg-Bert Allenberg, Inc., H. E. EdingtonF. W. Vincent, Inc., Feldman-Blum Corp.,
Hawks-Volck Agency Corp., Leland Hayward, Inc., Sam Jaffe, Inc., Zeppo Marx,
Inc., M. C. Levee, Lyons, McCormick and
Lyons, William Morris Agency, Inc., Orsatti Agency, Myron Selznick and Co., Inc.,
and Small-Landau. Byron C. Hanna was
appointed general counsel and immediately
set about to file incorporation papers at
Sacramento.

Metro Completes Deal to
Produce Cartoon Series
Color Process Printer
Test by Selznick
Unusual photography, made possible through the “color process printer,” will be utilized for the first time
in the history of color motion pictures in Selznick International’s
“Nothing Sacred.” The process, devised by Jack Cosgrove, makes possible the showing on the screen of
several different scenes simultaneously, and trick photography of all
kinds.
Cosgrove perfected the development after a year’s research work.

Definite confirmation that Metro is entering the cartoon-making scene with a
production unit on its own lot, as reported some weeks ago by Boxoffice, came
this week when Fred C. Quimby, Metro’s
short subjects general manager, closed a
deal to make a series of animated cartoons based on “The Captain and the
Kids,” famous comic supplement characters created by R. Dirks.
Metro’s new cartoon unit, which will be
housed at the Culver City studio, will be
under the supervision of C. G. Maxwell,
formerly with the Harman-Ising Studios.
Until a few months ago Metro had a release contract with Harman-Ising for its
cartoon product, which was terminated effective upon delivery of this season’s quota
of animated shorts.
Disney

DIRECTOR TO GOTHAM
FOR DEMPSEY SHOTS
Jack Dempsey and his New York restaurant will have featured spots in the cast
of Metro’s “Big City.” As Jack cannot
come to Hollywood, George Seitz, director,
planed for Gotham late last week to film
the ex-fighter and his cafe.
The sequence was written into the film
by Norman Krasna, a pal of the former
heavyweight champion. Spencer Tracy
and Luise Rainer are starred in the production.

To Metro Termer
Following the completion of her contract
at Warner Bros., Josephine Hutchinson has
signed a term contract at M-G-M. No picture assignment has been made for the
actress as yet.

Plans

Second

Features

Maxwell is preparing to start production on the first series of 13 one-reel cartoons and is building up a staff of story
writers, gag men and animators. Already
signed as story writers are William Hanna,
Robert Allen, Fred McAlpin, H. Allen,
Charles Thorson and Victor Schipek.
Another cartoon producer at least partially answered questions raised as to the
outcome of his latest departure from accepted cartoon-making standards when
Walt Disney this week purchased Felix
Salten’s animal book, “Bambi,” to be used
as the basis of his second feature-length
cartoon, which will follow “Snow White
and the Seven Dwarfs.” Indications from
the purchase are that Disney will incorporate feature-length productions on his
schedule in the future without awaiting
public reaction to his initial effort. Spokesmen for the Disney studios also confirmed
reports that Sidney Franklin, Metro director, would collaborate on “Bambi.”

EASTERN DUO WRITE
COLLEGE FILM YARN
John Monks

jr., and Fred F. Finklehoffe,

co-authors of “Brother Rat,” New York
stage play, have signed with Selznick International to write an original story of
American college life.
The feature, untitled, will be filmed in
Technicolor with William Cameron Menzies and Robert Sinclair co-directing. Oscar
Serlin will be David Selznick’s production
aide. Shooting starts in the fall.

Speed on Cartoons
Leon Schlesinger hit a new high peak in
cartoon production for Warner release this
month when he shipped five subjects. The
shorts include a trio of Merrie Melodies —
“Sweet Sioux,” “Egg-Head Rides Again,”
and “Plenty of Money and You” — and two
Looney-Tunes, “Porky’s Bad-Time Story”
and “Porky’s Super-Service.”
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A proud display of Boxoffice Blue Ribbon Awards won when the National
Screen Council selected Warner’s “The Prince and the Pauper” as the best
film released in May. At the left are Director William Keighley and Associate
Producer Robert Lord, in that order. The shot at the right shows the costars, the Mauch Twins, Bobby and Billy, respectively .
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Married three weeks ago in Las Vegas.
Kyle Palmer, of the Hays office, and his
bride are honeymooning in Hawaii.
*

Louis B. Mayer and Nicholas Neyfach,
Metro executives, made a hurried trip hack
from
and

a San Francisco business trip to attend the wedding of Jeanette MacDonald
Gene Raymond.
*

Joseph Breen, of the Hays office, was
honored last week when Alajos Wawra,

John Hay Whitney
from New York.

planed

in last week

★
Unable to get reservations aboard the
S. S. Malolo whe?i she left Los Angeles last
week. Director and Mrs. Henry Hathaway
followed the vessel to San Francisco by
automobile in hope that there would be
a last-minute concellation before she sails
for Hawaii. If they still draw a blank
they will substitute a motor-trip through
Canada as their three-week vacation.

His brief vacation over, Ralph Staub has
returned to Republic and is awaiting his
next directorial assignment.
*

Douglas

Shearer

for a ten-day
Shearer
ment.

plaited

business

is head

out

this week

trip to New

of Metro’s

sound

York.
depart-

k

Ben

Hecht has completed
signment and is on his way
★

a writing asto New York.

k

Hungarian consul, pinned the commander’s
cross of the Hungarian Order of Merit on
him

in recognition

of “cultural

Seriously ill with a chest ailment, Colin
Clive. English actor, is in the Cedars of

*
Martha

Raye

Berg-

•k

leaves late this month

for

a four-city personal appearance tour, opening in New York July 7. Thence she moves
to Boston July 15, Detroit July 23 and
Chicago July 30.

Among the last of Paramount’s executives who attended the recent sales convention to leave for New York was Russell Holman, who left late last week. Boh
Moriarty,

of the New York advertising department, and Alec Moss, of the exploitation department, left earlier in the week.
*

has just returned

from
•k

H. B. Warner

a

twelve-week sojourn in England, during
which he completed an important film role.
★

Metro’s third annual picnic will be held
August 29 at the Valley Park Country Club.
It was a gala day for Fulvio Suvich,
Italian ambassador to the United States,
when he paid his first visit to Hollywood
last week. Not only was he welcomed by
Adolph Zukor, Will Hays and Joseph I.
Breen and escorted through the Paramount
studios, but he was also guest of honor at
a dinner dance given at Metro by Louis
B. Mayer. Most of Hollywood’s acting
great were on hand. The envoy was accompanied by his wife and Duke Robert
Caracciolo, Italian consul in Los Angeles.
k

Sammy White is on his way to Chicago
for a series of personal appearances.
k

Funeral services were conducted here
this week for A1 Boasberg, veteran radio
and screen gag writer who died late last
week at the age of 45. The body then was
sent to Buffalo, N. Y., to be buried in the
family plot. He had worked for RKO
Radio, Metro, Universal and many radio
comics. His widow, two sisters and a
brother survive.
★

Set for a month’s tour of the Baltic
countries and England, Bert Kalmar was
to leave for New York early this week.

96

two

weeks

ago

with

a

heavy

cold

services.”

★

Lebanon Hospital, where Dr. R. M.
strom is in attendajice on him.

stricken

which threatened lor a time to develop into pneumonia, J. Darsie Lloyd,
father of Harold Lloyd, is on the road to
recovery, although he will be confined to
his bed for another week.
*

Dorothy Lamour and her mother vacationed for two days in Santa Barbara last
week.
k

Marlene

Dietrich

and

her

daughter,

Maria, are enjoying a week’s holiday at
Lake Arrowhead. The Paramount star is
preparing for an European trip which
plans to take early in July.

she

*
Anita

Loos

for a two-week

is on her way

to New

Competing for a total purse of $6,000,
Gene Ruggerio and Prank Santell of
Metro’s technical department grabbed top
money in the company’s ninth annual golf
tourney at the Rancho Country Club early
this week. Danny Grey was chairman,
with E. J. Mannix, Harry Rapf, Merrill
Pye, Fred Gabourie, Whitey Henry and Lou
Kolb as committeemen.
*

Wheelwright

has

returned

k

Stanley Roberts and Joseph O’Donnell
are in Death Valley picking up atmospheric data for a Pinky Tomlin screen act.
*

The Louis -Braddock fight early this
week in Chicago found a large assemblage
of Hollywoodians at ringside. Among the
film fight fans who glimpsed the melee
were S. J. Briskin, Mr. and Mrs. George
Seitz, Bert Kalmar, Dave Rubinoff, Lupe
Velez, Hugo Quist, manager of Sonja
Henie, Jock Whitney, Henry Eichman and
George Raft.

York

vacation.
*

Ralph

Harvey Stephens left this week for Elmira, N. Y., to compete in the national
glider competition there. He obtained a
leave of absence from Paramount.

from

*

W. Ray Johnston, Monogram president,
has returned to New York after a series of
Dunlap.
production conferences here with Scott
k

Guests

at the last regular meeting

of the

Spancs,

held at the Roosevelt Hotel, included Robert Benchley, Haven McQuarrie,
Frank Buck and Pete Smith. Bill Thomas
was chairman of the session.
k

Rufe Davis, Paramount
in from the east this week
of a forthcoming picture.

comedian, flew
to join the cast

his five-week vacation and business trip
and resumes his post as assistant to How-

★

ard Strickling, chief of Metro’s publicity
department. Don Mcllioain, who held

Jack Benny and Mary Livingstone will
vacation in London and Paris during the
summer months, leaving on the Normandie

down

Wheelwright’s post during his absence, goes back to his chore as news

editor.

Paramount Stock Issue
Plan Abandoned
New

York — The Paramount proposal for authority to increase its

common stock froin 4,500,000 to 6,000,000 shares has been abandoned
because of stockholder opposition at
the annual meeting and because of
lack

of the necessary proxies. Barney Balabaii, president, said that the
proposal will be submitted at some
future time. The board meeting to
elect officers, slated for Thursday of
this week, has been postponed to
Monday, June 28.

July 17. They are scheduled to make a
personal appearance at the Texas Centennial July 3, 4 and 5 and will then continue to New York.
*

Claudette Colbert is vacationing
few days at Del Monte.
★
Newlyweds Martha Raye
Westmore are vacationing
Springs, but are due home

for a

and Buddy
near Palm

early next week.

*

George Bassman, Metro musical arranger,
has gone to the Fort Worth Centennial
Exposition to write special arrangements
for band.
Paul Whitman, appearing there with
his
k

Anthony Quinn vacationed at Ensenada
over the weekend with Julian Olenick, local
agent.
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ANTHONY,

"Dog Dags" Shadow
No Roadshow Bogei]
Notwithstanding the approach of the
slack season which usually hits theatre
grosses during the summer months, Hollywood’s rejuvenated roadshow policy will
continue unabated throughout the season.
This became apparent this week when
Paramount set its Irene Dunne starrer,
“High, Wide and Handsome’’ into the Carthay Circle to open August 4, keeping the
doors of that two-a-day house open for a
continuous stretch.
Metro’s “Captains Courageous” closed
recently after its roadshowing there and
was to be succeeded late this week by 20th
Century-Fox’s Shirley Temple feature,
“Wee Willie Winkle,” with the house dark
for only a few days.
“Ziegfeld”

Began

It

The Paramount two-a-day opening also
marks the addition of another company to
revived interest in roadshows, deviating
from a policy of several years’ standing.
The swing back to the two-a-day exhibition policy began last year when Metro
roadshowed “The Great Ziegfeld.” Since
that time the Carthay Circle has been dark
but a few days, and another Los Angeles
theatre, the Four Star, was brought into the
roadshow fold when Columbia spotted its
“Lost Horizon” there for a long run. The
Frank Capra production is still running
in the house.

On ''Background" Trip

Jack Cosgrove, head of Selznick International’s special effects department, left
for New York last week to join the unit
which is surveying backgrounds there for
“Nothing Sacred,” co-starring Carole Lombard and Fredric March. Will Cline,
cameraman, and A1 Cline, assistant, are
already in the east.

DUE "TOPPER"

Three screen newcomers have joined the
Selznick International acting roster and
are now enrolled in the studio’s New York
talent schol. To be brought here in July,
the ti’io includes Alicia Rhett, Charleston
Junior Leaguer; Bebe Anderson, from Birmingham, Ala.; and Matthew Ferguson,
New York athlete.

Two Writers Retained
Having completed their scripting task on
Metro’s version of “Her Cardboard Lover,”
Isabel Dawn and Boyce DeGaw have been
retained to prepare “Girl of the Golden
West” for filming. Both pictures are to
be produced by William Anthony McGuire.

L. Barrymore Loaned

CREDITS

The Boxoffice Exploitation Preview for
Metro’s “Topper,” printed in the June 19
issue, carried a statement to the effect
that an ultra-modern automobile and
many pieces of ultra-modern furniture
used in the film were created by Alexis,
famed designer for Esquire magazine.
Spokesmen for Hal Roach, producer of
the feature, however, advise that Esquire’s
creative artist Anthony, not Alexis, was
responsible for the designs.

SI SIGNS LOMBARD
FOR THREE STARRERS
Carole Lombard will star in one picture
yearly under terms of the three-year agreement signed with Selznick International
last week. This is exclusive of her current co-starring assignment with Fredric
March in “Nothing Sacred” for Selznick,
and is also apart from her regular Paramount setup.
First film for her will be “Of Great
Riches,” from the story by Rose Franken.
It will be produced in Technicolor.

SHOOT "HURRICANE"
SCENES AT CATALINA
Marine shots for Samuel Goldwyn’s “The
Hurricane” are being made by a 20-man
camera crew off Catalina Island Isthmus,
headed by Stuart Heisler, location director, and Cameraman Archie Stout. They
are shooting aboard the schooner Lanikai,
brought here fi'om Samoa for the purpose.
The principal unit of “The Hurricane”
company is still shooting on the United
Artists lot under John Ford’s direction.

DAME MAY WHITTY IS
LOANED TO WANGER
Dame

New SI Trio

NOT ALEXIS

May

Whitty

has been borrowed

from Metro for a role in Walter Wanger’s
“I Met My Love Again,” co-starring Joan
Bennett and Henry Fonda.
Arthur Ripley and Joshua Logan, who
collaborated with David Hertz on the script,
will co-direct.

MONOGRAM-LEICHTER
DISTRIBUTION DEAL
Monogram has pui’chased distribution
rights to Mitchell Leichter’s series of eight
H. H. Van Loan action pictures for the
Greater New York and northern New Jersey territory.
The series is to be produced under
Leichter’s Advance Pictures banner.

New Advance

Pacts

Mitchell Leichter of Advance

Heralded
motion

as the most

nearly

perfect

picture projection room yet constructed, and embodying every tested advancement in visual and acoustic theory

and practice, a “laboratory theatre” has
recently been built by Technicolor engineers at the company’s Plant No. 4, in
Hollywood, for use in studying and improving color films.
Although only 45 feet in length and approximately 14 feet wide, the room has
been so designed that it closely approaches
conditions which prevail in the averagesized theatre. The visual and acoustic difficulties which prevail in a large proportion of American houses, however, have
been corrected to an almost perfect degree, and it is claimed that the projection
of a film on its 11 -foot screen simulates
reality as closely as motion picture engineers have been able to approach up to
the present time.
Is Lab for Technicolor

Users

The room is in neutral grays and black,
with sound-absorbing walls and utilizes
non-reflecting materials. Exit lights and
other illumination are held to a minimum
of brightness, and the two rows of seats
are placed at the visual angle held to be
most satisfactory — 14 to 17 degrees. Six
baffles, to catch and break up sound
waves, are placed perpendicularly along
the walls near the screen, and vertical
valances of sound-absorbing velvet catch
tions.
and destroy all echoes and other distorDesigned largely through the study of
theatre conditions made by Gerald Rackett,
Technicolor engineer and a member of the
Society of Motion Picture Engineers, the
projection room was built in anticipation
of increased interest in and swing toward
color in motion pictures. It is used as a
laboratory for color pictures made by all
Hollywood producers using the Technicolor
process.
Exhibitors

Notified

of Experiments

Results of tests and experiments conducted in the projection room are used by
Technicolor heads as the basis of booklets
sent to all exhibitors playing Technicolor
films, advising them as to the best possible method of projecting color pictures in
their houses. The suggestions cover lighting, projection and care of Technicolor
prints, and have so far been prepared for
“The Garden of Allah,” “A Star Is Born,”
“Gods’ Country and the Woman,” and other Technicolor productions.
Hackett declared that a careful followup campaign of additional exhibition adowner.vice is being planned for each theatre-

Pictures

Lionel Barrymore has been borrowed
from Metro to play a featured role in

has extended H. H. Van Loan’s writing
contract for a five-year period. Leichter
also has signed Joan Carr, child actress,

Frank Lloyd’s “Wells Fargo” at Paramount.
He joins a cast headed by Joel McCrea,
Bob Burns and Frances Dee.

for a featured spot in “Broken Controls,”
one of his series of airplane action pictures
for the independent market.

BOXOFFICE

Technicallg Perfect
House to Test Color

New Story Editor
Renaud Hoffman has replaced Hazel
Jamieson as story editor for Monogram.
Scott R. Dunlap, vice-president in charge
of production, made the appointment.
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JACK RANDALL GETS
ROBERT EMMETT YARN
The next Jack Randall

No Metro Decision

musical western

for Monogram will be “Where the West
Begins,” from the original by Robert Emmett. R. N. Bradbury will produce and
direct with Emmett set to script.
This is the second of a series of eight
which Randall will make for the 1937-38
season. He recently completed
the Dawn.”

“Riders of

"CARNIVAL QUEEN"
REINS TO NATE WATT
Nate Watt will direct “Carnival Queen”
for Universal, moving over from a direction and unit management spot with Harry
Sherman.
Robert Presnell is associate producer on
the Universal production.

Mohr Will Direct
Walter Wanger has signed Hal Mohr,
cameraman who recently joined the directorial ranks, to direct a film for him.
While awaiting a script for his megaphone
stint he will act as cameraman on the
Joan Bennett-Henry
My Love Again.”

W. V. STAHL DRAWS
KAISER WILHELM

Fonda

starrer, “I Met

New Goulding Pact
Warner has given Edmund Goulding a
new directorial contract calling for four
picture assignments on which he has story
approval. Goulding has just completed
direction on “That Certain Woman,” starring Bette Davis.

on 'Saratoga' Policy

Despite several printed reports to the
contrary, Metro has come to no definite
decision as to what policy it will pursue in
regard to the late Jean Harlow’s last starring film, “Saratoga,” which was more
than three-quarters completed at the time
of the star’s death.
Indications are, however, that the company will reconsider its previously-announced plan to discard the footage and
remake the picture with another actress
in the Harlow role. This drastic step had
been announced by Louis B. Mayer at the
time Miss Harlow died. According to studio
officials, however, a flood of letters from
fans has been received urging that the
film be released, even in its incompleted
state.
Mayer and other studio executives are
conferring at present to choose one of several steps open to them. It has been reported, but unconfirmed, that the picture
will be completed with Mary Dees, Miss
Harlow’s stand-in, taking over her role for
the remaining scenes. In this case it is
believed that one of the Metro actors, possibly Lionel Barrymore, would make a
speech to be included in the film explaining the switch in actresses to the audience.
Mayer

has also decided to continue preparation of “Shopworn Angel,” purchased
from Paramount as a vehicle for Miss Harlow, and plans to have the script rewritten for another feminine personality. Waldemar Young has been assigned to the
v/riting chore.

BIT

W. V. Stahl, character actor, added his
name to the list of those achieving doubtful honors when he won out over 40 other
candidates to gain the role of Kaiser Wilhelm in “Life of a Lancer Spy” at 20th
Century-Fox.
Makeup men are studying hundreds of
photographs of the German emperor to aid
in the accuracy

of Stahl’s portrayal.

PICK "PRISON FARM"
FOR BIBERMAN MEG
Herbert Biberman’s first directorial assignment at Paramount will be “Prison
Farm,” now being scripted by Louis Stevens and True Boardman. William LeBaron will produce.
Biberman recently signed a term
tract with the studio.

con-

Huck Finn Selected
Ted Limes, 13-year-old Alhambra boy,
draws the role of Huck Finn opposite
Thomas Kelly as Tom Sawyer in SelznickInternational’s filmization of the Mark
Twain novel.
Production starts this week, with H. C.
Potter directing.

Mo vita Termer
Mo vita Castenada,

who

usually receives

marquee billing as “Movita,” has been
signed to a seven-year contract by Monogram after completing a featured role in
“Paradise Isle.” She will be groomed for
starring roles.

Ritz Bros. Pact
Roach Tags Roland Young
Roland Young has signed a term contract with Hal Roach. Now working in
“Ali Baba Goes to Town” at 20th CenturyFox, he has a commitment with Alexander
Korda in England before reporting to
Roach.

The Ritz Brothers have been handed

Seven Are Optioned
Paramount has optioned the contracts
of Priscilla Moran, Robert Cummings and
John Patterson, stock players; Theodore
Sprakuhl, cameraman, and Hal Walker,
Joe Youngerman and Joe Lefert, assistant
directors.

STORY

Cohen in “Call Back Love,” a story by
Rose Franken and William Brown Meloney.
Production starts August 15.
ASSIGNED

Script for “Born to the West,” a Zane
Grey yarn, will be prepared for Paramount
by Robert Yost and Stuart Anthony.
METRO
Owen

WRITER

Murphy,

New

has reported for work
department.
MONOGRAM

SIGNS

CHECKS
York

John Ford lias purchased "Stage
Ernest Haycox short story.

“Millie, Inc.,” a
been purchased by

to Lordsburg,"

story by Tishla
Leo McCare.v.

Naomi,

has

RKO
Radio has purchased “Room
Service,” current New York
stage comedy,
from
Producer
George Abbott.
John Murray and Allen Boretz
wrote the play. Production plans are indefinite.

Metro has purchased film rights to "Benefits
Forgot,” a collection of short stories, from Clarence Brown.

in Metro’s writing

THREE

LENSERS

Paul Ivano, Gilbert Warrenton and Bert
Longenecker have signed term contracts
with Monogram as staff cameraman.
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BUYS

IN
playwright^

Location Troupe Back

OTVOS
an

YOST-ANTHONY

They go first into “Life Begins at College,”
to be followed by “Moonstruck.”

The RKO Radio company making “Annapolis Salute” returned this week from
the United States Naval Academy grounds
at Annapolis, and will spend the next ten
days finishing the picture in the studio.

Kitty Clancy Cast
Four-year-old Kitty Clancy will make
her second screen appearance for Emanuel

a

new contract by 20th Century-Fox, which
will star them in a trio of comedies yearly.

DRAWS

Monte

Brice

SHERMAN

on

“Merry-Go-Round

OPTIONS

of

SELANDER

SCRIPTING

CONN

HLM

J. P. McGowan will script “Silent Sinclar,” a western, for Maurice Conn.
ON

Monogram
has purchased “Boy of the Streets”
from Rowland
Brown
to be used as a starring
vehicle for Jackie Cooper.
Production starts
July 20.

PACT

Les Selander’s contract with Harry Sherman as a director has been optioned.
1938.”
McGOWAN

Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer
has acquired motion picture rights to "Baby
Face," by George Bruce,
which appeared serially in Argosy Magazine earlier this year.

UNIVERSAL

Universal has given A. Dorian Otvos a
new scripting pact. He is working with
the B. G. DeSylva unit, collaborating with

Frank

"MIDNIGHT"

SCRIPT

Schultz has been signed by Para-

mount to work on the script of “Midnight.”
BOXOFFICE
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GIVEAWAYS FLOURISH IN DENVER
MPTO
MINOR, veteran exhibitor from Burbank and Azusa, is seriously ill at the
Sierra Bonita Hospital, Burbank, as a result of a heart attack. Minor, who had
just started work on a new house at Burbank, has been a prominent showman in
southern California for over 15 years.
Mr. and Mrs. Eddie Thompson, Valley
Theatre, North Hollywood, have returned
from a week’s stay in the high Sierras
where they gave a fly book instead of a
date book their attention.
Visitors to the Row included Irma Dillard, assistant cashier at the M-G-M exchange in Portland. Harry Dorsey, operating partner with Mike Rosenberg in the
Gaiety and Santa Maria theatres, Santa
Maria, also paid one of his infrequent
visits to the Row.
Word has been received that the Superba Theatre, San Diego, under the
management of Walter Morris, has been
temporarily closed. No word as to the date
of the future opening was forthcoming .

Sam Kline and Jack Zamsky of Preferred Pictures, Inc., have just completed a deal with Mitchell Leichter of
Advance Pictures for the distribution rights
on the series of eight H. H. Van Loan action pictures which Leichter will soon produce. Contract is for California, Nevada
Arizona and the Hawaiian Islands.
Announcement has been made by the
E-Val Theatre Corp. of a new Drive-In
Theatre to he built soon on Ventura Blvd.
near the Ascot Speedway. The new theatre
is to have accommodations for 500 cars
and will represent an expejiditure of $50,000. Chester Black, manager of the Pico
Drive-In, and J. H. Tingle are listed as
major stockholders in the E-Val corporation. Construction is set to begin in about
10 days and it is planned to have the theatre open on September 1.
Filmrow’s sea faring exhibitors got together this week on a fishing excursion
down the Mexican Coast to sort of take
their minds off the bad summer business.
Those who went by car to San Diego and
thence by chartered boat to the Tuna
banks included Herman Lewis, Bob Whitson, W. W. Whitson, Ned Calvl, Gene
O’Keefe, Arnold Schaak, Fred Hershon, Art
Jackson and Seth Perkins.
Among the visitors — Bess Collier,
WI-G-M’s assistant cashier at the San
Francisco exchange, visiting here on her
vacation; “Doc” Baumgart, Beekay Theatre, Tehachapi, in booking; Sam Pouros,
Rex Theatre, Bakersfield; Claude Davis,
Seville Theatre, Inglewood; Glen Bast,
Ritz Theatre, Carpenteria.
A six -week shutdown has been ordered
(Continued on next page)
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Only One First-Run House
Is Steering Clear of
Games

Fighting a New
Tax Threat

Seattle — The

northwest

Motion

Denver — With

Picture Oivners, through their executive secretary, Jim Hone, are wiring
and writing to congressmen from
Washington urging them to help kill

Salt

City — Recent

Film

Board

Ogden, Mayan, Hiawatha,
bird, Rialto and Tabor.

RKO Promotes Two
Los Angeles — A promotion for H. C.
Fuller, from salesman to manager at Salt
Lake City, was announced by Jules Levy,
general sales manager for RKO, at that
company’s annual convention held here
last week. C. Murphy of Salt Lake City
and G. B. Giroux of Los Angeles were new
100 per cent

A promotion was also in store for H.
Woolfe who was upped from salesman at
Calgary to manager at Winnipeg.

Head Telco Plant
Dick

Webber,

Blue-

of

Name changes — Mystic, Wilcox, Ariz., to
Wilcox; Gem, Meridan, Ida., to Roxy.

Hollywood — A1 and

and

The Fox houses, “Lucky 11,” are offering $1,000 in four prizes, $500, $200, $200
and $100, besides a weekly Ford car. Fox
houses are using the ticket plan formerly
used by the Harry Huffman theatres,
which are now Fox houses. This group
also is allowing matinee registrations.
There are four first runs, the Denver,
Aladdin, Broadway, Paramount, and the

Trade announcements regarding changes
in Intermountain theatres include;
Transfers — Ellen, Bozeman, Mont., Rialto, Bozeman, and Gaiety, Ronan, to W.
A. Simons Amusement Co.; Harriet, Hardin, Mont., to P. H. Marx; Glacier, Poplar, Mont., to John Survant; Manhattan,
Mahattan, Nev.; Round Mountain, Round
Mountain; Mina, Mina, Nev.; Silver Creek,
Silver Creek; Lyric, Goldfield; Silver State,
Tonepah, all to Arthur B. Spitzer.
Closings — Treasure State Amusement Co.
Theatre, Custer, Mont.
Openings — Marx circuit theatre, Custer,
Mont.

additions to the salesmen’s
club.

houses,

from $500 on up. Using Bank Night registrations, this twosome is allowing courtesy
matinee registrations, furnishing a card to
be filled out by the patron.

INTERMOUNTAIN
THEATRE CHANGES
Lake

11 Fox

giveaway swing, with only one first-run
house, the Orpheum, not in the line-up.
The Orpheum has steered clear of giveaways from the first. Only one Fox house,
the Isis, a 15-cent grind, is not in on the
giveaway scheme.
The Denham and Alpine are using cash
nights twice a week, with offerings running

the federal five-cent tax on admissions to theatres of 50 cents. Seattle
first runs are at present getting a
iO-cent admission plus two cents
state tax.
If they raise to 50 cents they
would have to collect three cents
state and five cents for government
tax. If enough pressure can be
brought and the government tax is
killed, most of the Seattle first runs
would up admissions to 50 cents,
thus allowing the suburban houses
and subsequent runs a chance to
raise, which they are anxious to do
owing to increased cost of labor and
operation.

NEW

the

the Denham and Alpine theatres offering
weekly awards, Denver is again in the

Fiedler, for-

merly with Empire Laboratories, will have
charge of the Telco Corp. plant here when
that company starts making color prints.
E. T. Oakland, head of the Telco producstaff, is in Hollywood completing arrangements for the new plant.

ER'S
WARN
27 ATTE
ERS
FIRSTND BOOK
MEET
Oakland — Among

those

who

attended

the first Warner Bros, bookers’ and ad
salesman’s convention here recently were
the following:
A. W. Scliwalberg, Warner

supervisor of

exchanges; Sidney C. Davidson, advertising accessories sales managers; I. F. Dolid,
assistant general sales manager for Vitaphone short subjects; E. H. Dalgleish, Vancouver; H. Kohn, Calgary; G. G. Maxey,
Seattle; J. W. Parry, Seattle; D. Weston,
Seattle; M. F. Leonard, Portland; H. P.
McNary, Portland; C. W. Hudson, Portland; W. R. Walsh, Los Angeles; M. Shipp,
Los Angeles; E. Rusk, Los Angeles; M. R.
Austin, Denver; C. Saphro, Salt Lake City;
M. Wood, Salt Lake City; L. E. Hobson,
Denver; S. Dunevitz, Denver; C. H. Muehlman, San Francisco exchange manager;
W. Wheeler, San Francisco; A. Grubstick,
San Francisco; S. E. Macdonald, San Francisco; V. Preston, San Francisco; H. I.
Wisnia, San Francisco; N. Laurie, San
Francisco; W. Reinhertz, San Francisco.

Guild Elects Cantor
New

York — Eddie

Cantor

has

been

elected president of the Jewish Theatrical
Guild for the coming year. Other officers
are : George Jessel, Fred Block, Sam H. Harris, William Morris jr.. Dr. Hugo Reisenfeld, A. A. Jailer, Abe Lastfogel, Nat Lefkowitz, Sam Forrest, Dave Ferguson, William D. Weinberger and Dr. Leo Michel.
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AUTOMATIC CANDY
OPENS FRISCO UNIT

LOS ANGELES
(Continued

J^ANAGER
EDDIE HUDSON
of Oregon
Grand National headquarters announces Marc. T. McDougald as head
booker and Floyd Heninger, promoted from
booker
ritory.

to field salesman

in Oregon

from

preceding

page)

San

for Feldstein and Dietrich’s San Fernando
Theatre, San Fernando, for remodeling.
House has regular summer lay-off for that

ter-

period.
On

Filmrow:

E. H. Randall,

Parker, Imperial Pictures,
ger Long, Oregon City.
Clark
been
tive.

Craig

advanced

of the

Condor;

Seattle;

Warner

to Oregon

Ted
First summer
les Film Board

Mana-

staff

organization’s new offices across the hall
from previous home which was vacated to
make
room. room for Warner’s enlarged poster

has

field representa-

Some 35 Warner hookers are hack from
a splendid convention held in Learning
Hotel at San Francisco.

W. W. Caldwell, western division ad
sales chief for 20th Century-Fox, has left
for a short stay at San Francisco, after
spending the past three weeks here.

Tommy Charick. former Portland theatre man now with Warner-FN in Minneapolis, was a guest with Vete Stewart
of Warner’s. Regret to report death
Tommy’s father — pioneer Oregonian.
Milton

Odem

Prior

of

sent out invites for open-

ing of his second house, the
300-seater at Redmond, Ore.

“Odern,”

meeting of the Los Angeof Trade was held in the

a

Manager Walter Wessling and Sales
Manager Archie Holt already are making
plans for the GB New York convention on
July 9.

to inaugurating

Following

the

LEVINSON

“Make Way
picture.

Los Angeles — Mike

J. Levinson,

distribu-

tor of "The Lash of the Penitentes,’’ was
to leave this week for a swing around the
country to close deals for the film with
various exchanges. He expects to be on
the

road from eight to ten weeks negotiating for distribution of the exploitation

film and will then return to his headquarters in Hollywood.
One of the functions of his tour will be
to counteract any confusion which may
have

arisen as the result of prior distribution negotiations on the picture. Levinson reiterated the fact that he purchased

the world

distribution rights from the International Cinema Corp., who had foreclosed following its completion. Levinson
has both Spanish and English versions.

SPECIAL
FAST

—

SOUND OR SILENT
EFFICIENT — ECONOMICAL

SCREEN

Phone
So.

Parkway

TKLKPHONK

2204

100

S. Vermont

B.

local

Columbia’s “Lost
Star Theatre on
to a regular first
set for July 9 is

Tomorrow,’’

PARKWAY

—
for

7593

Ave.

LOS

An-

Corp., which places a
candy-vending machines
cific Coast.

majority of the
used on the Pa-

Headquarters have been established on
Filmrow and Cohen is contacting circuit
heads

and

to other

independent operators for installation of the machines. In contrast
cities, San Francisco heretofore

has been virtually untouched by the vendtors. ing concession sideline for theatre opera-

•

of

The HEART

IJOLLyWOOD
The exotic fairyland
of the movie studios at
your very fingertips —
20 minutes from the
magnificent

blue

of

the Pacific Ocean —
and just 25 minutes
from downtown Los
Angeles — the Christie
offers you every fine
hotel comfort and luxat low cost. You'll
like uryHollywood,
California, and the Hotel
Christie.

the east coast. During his five-week absence the houses will be under the direction of son Vic.

Rates From $
The

Fox

West

Coast-Columbia

(Continued

on page

With Bath

product

deal for the new season’s pictures has been
closed in New York, following several weeks

Special Weekly and Monthly Rates

103)

HOTEL
THEATRE

MOTH

EXTERMINATION

WITH

A

CHRISTIE

GUARANTEE

NEVERMOTH
in your theatre means PERMANENT protection from moths.
It is an odorless,
non-poisonous, non-inflammable preparation that
is applied with a spray and remains in the fabric
like a dye. It is used by the U- S. Government
and many prominent theatres, hotels and apartments. We can show you how to eliminate moth
damage from your theatre forever at a cost of
only a few dollars a year. Testimonial letters
from satisfied theatre owners on reciuest.

Proprietor

SUPPLY

Los

Angeles

Parts —
Supplies
the Theatre

EDINGER.

THEATRE

of

Charles Walker of Walker’s, State and
Princess theatres, Santa Ana, is leaving
this tveek on his regular vacation trek to

15 YEAR
I>os

Cohen

Paramount

Top price seats for the first night are
$1.10 with a regular price of 30 cents
thereafter. House has 700 seats.

SERVICE

QUICK
GUARANTEED
PROJECTION
REPAIR
SERVICE
Projection Lamps
Everything
HAROLD

of the

Glenn Harper will debut his new Fontana Theatre, Fontana, July 8, with a gala
preview and feature. Local Chamber of
Commerce is taking hand in the opening
to make it a regular Hollywood opening.

1357

Vermont

CALIFORNIA

for

New
time

TRAILERS

STANDARD
20*>H

of

opened
a part

completion

roadshow engagement of
Horizon’’ at the Four
July 5, house will revert
run spot. Opening bill

TOUR FOR "THE LASH"

celebration

Louis Berkoff’s recently
Esquire Theatre goes into
vaudeville policy this week.

Manager Morelock shortly will open his
new Diayie Theatre at Cottage Grove,
Ore. House has heen completely equipped
hy National Theatre Supply Co. This is his
second house in the Grove.

IS MAKING

a

his 25th year as an exhihitor, Aaron Goldberg, prominent San Francisco showman,
paid a visit to the local Filmrow to extend
a personal invitation to all his friends to
attend the open house celebration at all
his theatres next week.

Francisco — Harry

geles is here establishing a San Francisco
branch of the West Coast Automatic Candy

COMPANY
ANGELES

A. C. PRODUCTS,
234

So.

Western

Are.

Blvd.
6 7 2 4

Hollywood

Hollywood,

Calif.

INC.
LOS

ANGELES
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MERCY
wires from San Francisco that the drive down was in heavy
rains. He also tells that his son, Paul,
is shipping out as student navigator on the
S. S. President Adams and will be gone
for the summer. The Mercys own a chain
of theatres in the Yakima Valley, of which
Junior is in charge.
Bill Kostenhader , hooker for Columbia,
was rushed to the hospital and given an
emergency operation for bowel trouble.
A letter from that wanderer. Dale Jackson, former tenor and yodeler over various
circuits and for a great part in the theatres in Seattle. Dale writes that he is with
radio station KDKA, and that he is now
married to a charming Mary Lou. Oh yes.
The address is Pittsburgh.
Death has claimed Madame
noted concert artist.
Tickets

to the Palomar

Tax Evasion Charges
San

Francisco — Peter

Kyne,

Protect Against Moths

week

faced tax delinquency charges announced by U. S. Collector of Internal Revenue John V. Lewis. Taxes, interest and
penalties together total some $50,000, the

government figures indicate. Period
ered by the alleged deficiency is from
through 1935.

LOCKHART

EAST

Hollywood — Gene

Broadway

this fall to play

comedy role in the Center
sical spectacle, “Virginia.”

returns

to

the principal
Theatre’s

Here

partnership Jensen-Von Herberg, controlling a group of theatre in Seattle.
Holly Hollingsworth, genial gent who
takes care of the boys and their wants at
the Northwest Film Club quarters, is now
boy.

of Roy,

had

to

cut her vacation in California short, being called back to Seattle because of illness of her daughter, Carol Jean, who is
now improvmg. Roy stayed down south
with the other two youngsters. He is the
general manager of the Sterling eighteen.
A1 Rosenberg, by plane to the fight in
Chicago. Apart from his theatre work, A1
(Continued

TRAILERS

PICTURE

125

Hyde

St., San
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KAKSKI,

Francisco.

If you

have

lies the difference

delayed

or postponed

There

is still time to retain those
tomers before old Sol "Hot

the

act now!
extra cus-

Weather"

claims

them. Don't wait! Wire or telephone the office
listed below which is in your territory. We are
in a position to give speedy,

prompt

cient service on ventilating equipment
it be just a fan or a complete
system.

and

effi-

whether

air conditioning

Act now!

SKATTLE— 3400

Watch
your receipts improve by using
trailers made specially to your order.

Cm.

SAME

SALT

The country’s most progressive theatres are
now
making
up their own trailers. Putting
on their screen only the message that will
appeal to their patrons.

MOTION

SERVICE
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SUPPLY

COMPANY

CO.
9162

L.VKE

LOS

First

Broadway

ANGELES—

1961

Kei>ublie
W IT H
A
SERVICE

SAN

Avenue — Main4910

CITY— 348 E. First
Wasatch 5959

DENVER — 3106

EVERY. STORE
A
LOCAL
I N ST ITUT I O N
NATIONAL
REPUTATION
FOR
RCLIARLE

Mgr.

ORdway

THEATRE

our

Quick Service

Phone

the

Well Stocked Stores Ever Ready to Serve You:

on next page)

Silent or Sound

and

TWO

THE

solution of your ventilating problem,

By the time you read this, George Endert will have opened his Mission Theatre
in Mount Vernon, Wash.
wife

labor

PERSON

Mrs. J. Von Herberg, the former Gene
Dennis, will be a proud mother in the
very near future. Von Herberg is of the

Cooper,

Organized

to see

Bill Allen jr. of the Capitol Theatre,
Tacoma, has had plans drawn and work
started on the remodeling of his theatre.
The house will be completely changed from
back to front and an entire new front
put in.

Adelaide

Knell Irks

Francisco —

Believe It, or Not
ARE

8^/2 pound

is

Alcazar Theatre, part of a nation-wide
ties.
curtailment of WPA “white collar” activi-

mu-

Gene Stratton-Porter’s novel of that name
was the reason he was so named. O’Halloran’s mother is a second cousin of the
famous author.

of an

himself

arts joined this week to voice vigorous proest against dismissal of some 100 members
of the local Federal Theatre Project at the

IN FALL

Lockhart

by the exhibitor

WPA
San

THESE

pop

may be applied
also available.

cov1922

Republic’s “Michael O’Halloran” were given
to Michael O’Halloran, a youth from Edmonds, when he made known the fact that

proud

Los Angeles — Offering a permanent protection against moth- damage which they
guarantee for 15 years, the A. C. Products,
Inc., are contacting theatres with a moth
extermination service. A compound that

novelist

and writer of many screen successes, in
company with his wife, Helen Kyne, this

Louise Clary,

Theatre

B.

FRANCISCO — 131
Market

—

South

Keystone

S. Vermont

Street

1631

Avenue

4193
Golden
4171

Gate

Avenue

NIGHT and DAY
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SEATTLE
THOSE old congratulations are in order
this week for Bill Boland, Republic exchange salesman, who reports the birth of
a son and heir.
Charlie Koerner ams a recent Filmrom
visitor . . . as was Bud Rogers, sales manager for British Imperial Pictures and a
brother of Universal’s Charles R. Rogers.
George Mann of Redwood
returned from Europe.

Theatres

has

Jimmy Nasser of Nasser Bros, drove to
Los Angeles recently.
Ed Morris, city salesman for All-Star
Features, is out swinging around the territory, Armand Cohn reports.
George Hardy of Fresno and Rotus Harvey of Harvey Amusemeiit Co. both left for
the east . . . Bill Bremer of Gilroy in town.
Eddie Skolak, manager of the Capitol,
combination pictures-burlesque house,
scored a neat one on his colleague Hymie
Seligman last week. Seems that Eddie,
leaving for a fishing trip, was inviegled by
Hymie into promising he’d send the latter
a dozen trout within 24 hours. And he
did — but when the package was opened, it
proved to contain one dozen gleaming trout
that came, not from a mountain stream,
but from
partment.

the Capitol’s own

property de-

Al Hixon, former assistant general manager for Golden State chain here, was here
from Hollywood looking up old friends.
Hixon is now handling publicity for several
ranking film stars.

Patrick O'Neill Dies
San

Francisco — Local

shocked

theatre

men

were

this week to learn of the sudden

death of Patrick O’Neill, father of Peggy
and Helen O’Neill who operate one of the
city’s major dance studios and also produce
the weekly stage shows for the RKO

(Continued

THEIR LUCKY

from preceding page)

is a boxing judge here . . . Morrie Segal,
back from the well known convention. The
Columbia gang are getting ready for theirs
. . . Martin Steffin, over from Tacoma . . .
Charley Laidlaw and wife, in from Dayton . . . Duncan McPherson, leaving Mason
City long enough to do some booking . . .
Mickey DeLeo, in from Port Townsend . . .
Danny Matin, giving a special preview of
"The Girl Said No” at the Uptown Theatre . . . Cecil Fames, visiting Al Goldstein
from Portland . . . Jean Spear, getting
word that the GB convention had been
postponed a week . . . Mary Gibbon, back
at the Sterling switchboard after the illness and operation . . . Morrie Nimmer,
over from Wenatchee.
Hal Daigler, looking over a sport magazine in the Rendezvous . . . Bud BensoJi,
from Anacortes, lunching on the Row . . .
Dave Blair, hustling Jean Spear as a witness in his application for his second papers. . . Louis Perunko and Charlie Schuler, both over from Tacoma . . . Ed Zabel,
in from Olympia reporting that he does
not know just when his theatre will be
rebuilt after the big fire . . . Butch Wingham, George Blair and Charley Gruenberg, taking time out to fish. Hired special boat and man to run it. On the water
five minutes, down came the rain. Result
— 710 fishing . . . Bob Thompson, catching
a preview with his family.

SEVEN

Golden Gate Theatre Bldg.
Has Helped Many
San

Francisco — Although

it’s all of seven

stories tall, the Golden Gate Theatre Bldg,
here seems to be a stepping-stone — or
jumping off point — to a variety of especially good jobs.
George Ryan, for several years chief engineer of the building, recently left to take
up his duties as chief engineer of the huge
Federal Bldg., newly completed here.
And now Melba Barry, secretary to Edward J. Feder, manager of the building,
is to assume the post of theatre operator.
Unlike Ryan, however. Miss Barry will not
leave the building, since in common with
80% northern California theatre chains the
Borg offices are located in the Golden
Gate building.
Recent additions to the roster of film
industry firms making headquarters in
the building include the Q. R. S. Neon organization, headed by E. C. Mitchell, viceducers.

WILL—

KING^S

GRILL —

Where . the
“Who’s
Who”
in
Meets
. .
San
Francisco’s
Film Industry

—
35
Near

Morrie Segal receiving a watch and $200
at the Paramount convention . . . Frank
Hargraves, to Los Angeles . . . Les and
Maxine Geisel caught eight beauties at
Cama Beach. Smallest seven and half
pounds and largest 11 pounds, the latter
caught by Maxine . . . Jack Wright, over
from Yakima and on to Portland with Tom
and Jerry Shearer for the Rose Festival.

And EATSl —
TAYFOK
STREET
Golden Gate Theatre

Telephone
OKdwa.v 9838

"THEATRICAL"

Holden's

CUSTOM

CLOTHES

Mezzanine Floor
Golden Gate Theatre Bldg.
25 TAYLOR
STREET
SAN
FRANCISCO

Golden Gate. O’Neill, who was a native
San Franciscan, was 67 years old.

New

MRS. HAZEL

WHELAN

York — Mrs.

Hazel

DEAD

Whelan,

once

a

star on the Mack Sennett lot and the
estranged wife of Leslie F. Whelan, former
press agent for Harold Lloyd and now
connected with a major company’s foreign
publicity department here, was found dead
of poisoning at East Orange, N. J.

THE

MOST

EXPENSIVE

PIECE

OF

EQUIPMENT

IN

YOUR

THEATRE

SEATS

UPHOLSTERED

THEATRE IS ADMISSION TICKETS, WHEN UNPROTECTED AND UNCHECKED BY A GENERAL
REGISTER.

Repairing a Specialty

C. RIEGER

112 HYDE

ORdway
STREET

5898
SAN

FRANCISCO

Sanitation and Cleaning
Methods

GENERAL

REGISTER

CORPORATION

1540 BROADWAY

PACIFIC

CHEMICAL

NEW

YORK

CO.

San Francisco, Los Angeles, San Diego
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(Continued from page 100)
of negotiations between circuit and distribution heads. Jerry Safron, western division manager for Columbia, who attended
the buying sessions and has just returned
to his local offices, reported that the deal
covers all first run situations except Los
Angeles and San Francisco on a block of
42 features.
Remodeling of the Dome Theatre, Ocean
Park, has been completed by Fox West
Coast, in preparation for the heavy summer
beach trade.
Morris Sudmin, head booker for 20th
Century-Fox, is making his regular sales
trip into the hinterlands, calling on the exhibs at Bishop, Lone Pine and Mojave.
Sudmin, who doubles in brass with the
sales force on occasion, makes the trip
every year at this time.
Among the visitors — Mr. and Mrs. Robert F. Killeen, Rex Theatre, Phoenix; F.
R. Ward, Valley Theatre, Lancaster; Chas.
Mize, Mojave Theatre, Mojave; and Herb
Shute, Barton Theatre, San Pedro.
Fox West Coast’s Carmel Theatre, Los
Angeles subsequent run house, has dropped
from the 35-cent admission break to the
25-cent zone.
Frank Roos, formerly house manager at
the Fair Oaks, Pasadena, joins the Harry
Vinnicof circuit this week when he takes
over the management of the Eagle Theatre, Eagle Rock house recently acquired by
Vinnicof. Roos, incidentally, is in the market for a new car as the result of an automobile crash last week at Sa7i Diego in
which he, his father and brother were all
slightly injured and his car was completely
demolished.
Universal’s western division offices are
getting in shape for a visit from Headman
Bill Heineman who left this week on a
two week tour of his exchanges. First
stop is Salt Lake City, thence to Denver
and back to Seattle, Portland and San
Francisco by plane.
“Carolina” Brunson, manager of Harry
Race’s Rialto Theatre, Phoenix, and former well known Filmrow figure, paid his
first visit in several years to his old stamping grounds here this week, bringing his
wife and family down for a short vacation,
Leo Henderson of the Intermountain
chain at Helena, Mont., who was one of
the winners in the recent Zukor Jubilee
contest is enjoying as a prize a visit here.

WORLD WIDE
THEATRICAL CIRCUIT
966 Market

St.

SAN

FRANCISCO

Vaudeville Acts
Girl Revues
Bands — ■ Orchestras
Personal
Phone

Nights GAEF.

San Francisco — Through

a newly-organ-

ized selling unit called Community Film
Producers, Blache Film Laboratories here
has embarked on a unique campaign in
which local scenes are filmed in smaller
California communities and woven into a
“Buy at Home” campaign
the local merchants.

sponsored

by

Working with a staff of eight salesmen
and three camera crews, the new subsidiary
of the well-known local firm has completed films of more than 100 California
towns, and is now entering the field in
Oregon, Washington and Nevada.
Most interesting angle to theatre owners is that virtually every operator in the
territories covered report that running the
film of each locality has definitely increased theatre grosses during those days.
Community Film Producers recently located their general headquarters in the
Golden Gate Bldg. here.

RAY WARNER BUYS
ALAMEDA LINCOLN
Alameda,

Cal. — Ray

Warner,

well-known

northern California exhibitor, has taken
over the 350-seat Lincoln Theatre here,
and will operate it as a subsequent run.
Warner’s move brings another film house
into the local picture, which sharpened
noticeably with the reopening last year of
both the Strand and Vogue theatres. Nasser Bros., operators of six theatres in San
Francisco, have the Strand while George
Oppen and A1 Levin operate the Vogue. A
third house, the Neptune, was recently
taken over by Abe Markowitz of San Francisco.

^AlILT IILAKIIE
QLAUDETTE
in “I Met threeHim
in Paris” didCOLBERT
a record-breaking
week engagement in this city, the past
two weeks at the Studio and the first week
at the Capitol. “A Day at the Races” is
a holdover currently at the local Paramount Theatre and the subsequent run of
“College Holiday” is holding over at the
present writing at the Star, with “Satan
Met a Lady” as the companion picture.
Six hundred Salt Lakers, whose ages
ranged from 70 years up, were guests a
few days ago of the Paramount Theatre,
Salt Lake City, at a special performance
of the motion

picture, “Make

Way

for

Tomorrow.”
An overdose of sleeping powder was the
cause of an accident recently at Evanston, Wyo., where an automobile left Main
street and crashed into the entrance of the
Strand Theatre. The driver is recovering
in a Wyoming hospital.
Newsreel men have been busy here photographing the attempt to locate bodies
of the wrecked Western Airplane ship
tohich crashed in the most hazardous part
of the Utah Rockies during December and
which was located only recently. No bodies
have been located and it is rumored that
danger of the investigation locale will stop
proceedings for the present.
Mirrophonic sound has been installed in
the local Studio Theatre, Harry David,
general manager of Intermountain theatres
announces.

We

Specialize

in

THEATRE SANITATION
PEST CONTROL

and

Many Theatres Are Well Satisfied
With Our Service and Prices

WPA

FILM SHOWING

Seattle — The

WPA

POSTPONED

Federal

Theatre

Deodorant

Pro-

ject film, “Power,” which was to have
opened at the Metropolitan Theatre has
been postponed on an order from Washington.

Fly

Blocks

- Flea

Spray

- Moth

Spray - Disinfectant - liquid
Telephone Prospect 7282
or
Write

CRANE

For

Prices

and

Information

EXTERMINATOR

S30 Ellis Street

Spray
Incense

San

CO.
Francisco

DO YOU NEED fl BLOWER THIS SUMMER?
BRAND NEW BLOWERS
— 20.000 C. F. M. —

With "Y" Belt and Pulleys
—

ONLY

—

^149'^® CASH
SOUTHERN THEATRE SUPPLY CO.

Appearances ol Movie
and Radio Stars

TUX. 9913

SELLING UNIT IS
FORMED BY BLACHE

P. O. BX

NASHVILLE.
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As a service to readers of BOXOFFICE, this page provides a ready source of information
on products and services which have been filed for reference with The MODERN THEATRE INFORMATION BUREAU. Information on the following subjects may be secured by
sending in the coupon. Use the key numbers. If data on subjects other than those listed
is wanted, just state your requirements. We will endeavor to see that you are supplied
with details promptly.

DECORATIONS

ADVERTISING
MT481
MT482
MT483
MT484
MT485
MT486
MT487
MT488
MT4S9
MT490
MT491
MT492
MT493
MT494
MT495
MT496
MT497
MT498
MT499

CONDITIONING

MT505

Air

MT506
MT507
MT508
MTi>09
MT.310
MT.511
MT512
MT513
MT514
MT515
MT516
MT517

plete
Heating systems
Refrigeration
Air washers
Biowers
Air circuiators
Fans, exhaust
Griiies and registers
Temperature control devices
Air conditioning accessories
Motors, multi-speed fan
Motors, constant siieed
Air filters

conditioning

Architectural service
Decorating service
Seating service
Theatre chairs
Chair covers
Theatre carpets
Carpet padding
Rubber matting
Furniture, lounge
Wall tilss, Interior
Fabrics, decorating
Brass railings
Rope railings
Metal, ornamental
Mirrors
Luminous colors
Ticket booths
Directional signs
Exit boxes

MT539
MT540
MT541
MT542
MT543

Curtain controls
Curtain tracks
Curtains, fireproof
Fountains, drinking
Fountains, ornamental

YOU

WANT

Room

THEATRE

MT5.'i3
MT,5S4
MT555
MT556
MT557

Candle flame lamps
Floodlight lamps
Spotlight lamps
Sign lamps
Dimmers

COUPON

ISN'T LISTED,

ASK

FOR

IT BY

NAME

"REMARKS"

Ave.

6-26-37

111.

Please obtain for me free descriptive
items; (List Key Numbers Below).

li’eiature

on

Remarks:

Ultra violet lighting
Silhouette letter mounting
Flashed opal glass
Pot metal opal glass
Fuses, indicator type
Fuses, cartridge

MT564

Lighting

plants,

individual

MT569
MT570
MTG71
MT572
MT573
MT574
MT575
MT576
MT577

Expansion Bolts
Chair fastening cement
Chair refinishing materials
Upholstering materials
Seat patching kits
Seat decking materials
Floor surfacing materials
Carpet cleaning systems
Floor waxes

MT578
MT579
MT580
MT581
MT582
MT583
MT584
MT585
MT586
MT587

Matting, rubber
Paint, screen
Paint, plastic
Paint, aluminum
Polish, metal
Polish, furniture
Fireproofing compounds
Fire extinguishers
Ladders, safety
Uniforms, staff

the following

MT591
MT392

Projectors,
Projectors,

complete
standard

MT593
MT594
MT595
MT59G

Projectors, semi-portable
Projector pedestals
Projector parts
Lamps, suprex type

MT597
MT598
MT599
MTGOO
MTGOl
MTG02

Lamps, reflector arc
I.,amps. high Intensity
Lamps, incandescent projection
Arc regulators
Arc controls
Control panels

MTG03
MTG04
MTG05
MTGOG
MT607
MT608
MTG09
MTGiO
MT611
MTG12
MT613
MTG14
MT615
MTG16
MT617
MTG18
MTG19
MT620
MT621
MT622
MT623
MTG24
MT625
MT626

Rectifiers, copper-oxide
Rectifiers, tube type
Bulbs, rectifier
Rheostats, projection
Motor- gen era tors
Lenses, projection
LeTises, condenser
Current changers
Mirror reflectors
Carbons, projector
Carbon savers
Reels
Reel alarms
Rewinders, automatic
Change-over devices
Slide, projection
I.amps, spot and flood
Take-ups. film
Film safety controls
Fire prevention devices
Fire shutters, porthole
Film scales
Film scrapers
Film splicers

MT627
MT628
MTG29

Film cleaners
Air gun (cleaner)
Tool kits

MTG30
MT631
MT632

Film cabinets
Film cabinet stands
Effect projectors

Name...
SANITATION

Theatre
City

104

State

units

PROTECTION

section of BOXOFFICE

334 — 332 S. Michigan

Chicago,

Fixtures, lighting
Colored lamp.s
Lumiline lamps

THIS

UNDER
The MODERN

LIGHTING
MT550
MT551
MT.t52

MT558
MT559
MT5G0
MT561
MT5G2
MT563

MAINTENANCE

plants — com-

USE
IF WHAT

FURNISHING

MT520
MT521
MT522
MT523
MTr>24
MT525
MT526
MT527
MTii28
MT529
MT530
MTr)31
MT532
MT533
MT534
MT535
MT53G
MT537
MT538

Main slgrns and marquees
Signs, Neon
Signs, structural glass
Signs, travel word
Attraction boards
I.etters, attraction board
Letters, changeable silhouette
Price signs, boxoffice
Itisplay frames
Poster lights
Paster projectors
Cut-out machines
Time schedule clocks, electric
Monogrammed
mats, rubber
Slides, advertising
Slides, announcement
Sound truck P. A. systems
Transformers, Neon
Ladders, safety

AIR

and

MTG41

I MTG4

Cleaning compounds
2 Cleaners, vacuum

with

sound

MT643
MT644
MT645
MT64G
MT647
MTG48
MT649

Disinfectants
Deodorant blocks
Insecticides
Disseminators
Air purifiers, ozone
Air perfumes
Air sprays

MT650
MT651
MT652
MT653
MT654
MT655

Soap dispensers
Soaps, liquid
Hand driers, electric
Chewing gum solvents
Rubber link matting
Exhaust fans

SOUND
MT6G1
MTGG2
MTG63
IvrTGGo
MTGfi4

Sound systems,
Sound heads
Amplifiers
Speakers
Pre-amplifiers

complete

MTGRG

Rectifiers

MTG67
MTGG8
MT669
MT670
MT671
MTG72
1\TTG73

Condensers
Photo-electric cells
Tubes, amplifier
Tiibes. rectifier
Exciter lamps
Baffles, horn
Len<5 assemblies, sound

^TTG74
MTG75
MTG7G
MTG77
MTG78

Public address systems
Microphones
Microphone stands
Hearing aid systems
Acoustical materials

STAGE

EQUIPMENT

MT685
MTfiSfi

Screens, moving
Lighting, stage

MTG87
MTG88
MT6.S9
MT690
MT691

Curtain controls
Curtain tracks
Stage draperies
Stage rigging
Scenery, stage

MT692
MT693

Footlights
Switchboards

STRUCTURAL
MT700
MT701
MT702
MT703
MT704

picture

MATERIALS

Structural glasses
Insulation materials
Acoustical materials
Fibre boards
Fronts, glass

MT705
MT706

Fronts,
Fronts,

MT707
MT708
.MT709

Fronts, stainless steel
Toilet partitions, metal
Flooring, asphalt tile

vitreous enamel
porcelain enamel

MISCELLANEOUS
MT715
MT716
MT717
MT718
MT"19

Accounting systems
Change makers
Safes, boxoffice
Tickets
Ticket choppers

MT720
MT721
MT722

Ticket l.ssuing machines
Ticket registers
Ticket holders

MT723
MT724

Pop corn machines
Uniforms,
staff
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UA Westernites at

"A Day at the Races"
Sets New Record

Chicago Convention
Chicago— In

addition

to the

Alexander Korda’s representatives in this
country; Seymour Poe, assistant to Jack
Schlaifer; Nat Thompson and Charles
Steele.
The western sales group included Ben
Fish, far-west manager; Haskell Masters,
Canadian district manager, and Jack Goldhar, midwest manager.
Prom the Chicago exchange were Irving
Schlank, T. C. Montgomery, Frank Young,
Benjamin Eisenberg, J. E. Armgardt and
Nat Nathanson.
From Denver: A1 Hoffman, Earl Collins,
Fred Lind and D. Nathanson. Prom Detroit: Morris Dudelson, E. P. Pickier, S. J.
Robbins and I. Weingarden. Prom Kansas
City: W. E. Truog, J. T. Graham, O. O.
Flake and G. I. Bradford. Prom Los Angeles: E. W. MacLean, Guy Gunderson,
Frederic Gage and Kenneth MacKaig.
Prom Milwaukee: J. S. Abrose, Noe
Provencher, Leon Weingarden. Prom Minneapolis: R. S. Cramblett, R. J. Wylie, F.
Eisenberg, C. J. Chouinard and P. J. Kaiser. From Omaha: D. V. McLucas, H. R.
Barker, D. J. McCarthy, Ed Rostermundt
and J. E. Schlank. From St. Louis: William Feldstein, James Greig, F. H. Rudolph
and E. A. Ashkins.
Prom Salt Lake City: R. J. Cadman,
W. K. Millar, Joe Solomon and E. M. Gibson. Prom San Francisco: D. J. McNerney, O. H. Watson, Paul Bush and A. Hartford. Prom Seattle: Guy P. Navarre, A. H.
Kloepper, Jack O’Bryan and P. M. Higgins.
Prom Canada: Sam Glazer and D. Axler of Toronto, A. Feinstein of Calgary,
A. J. Jeffrey of Montreal, C. S. Chaplin
of St. John, Sam Nagler of Vancouver,
Dave Griesdorf and V. Rackow of Winnipeg.

New

San Francisco — ‘‘A Day at the
Races,” latest M-G-M Marx Brothers
release, is doing phenomejial business
at the Fox West Coast Warfield, 3,000
seat house here.

local and

home office contingents present at United
Artists western regional sales conference
held at the Palmer House here last Thursday to Saturday, were delegates from the
exchange centers of Denver, Kansas City,
Milwaukee, Minneapolis, Omaha, Los Angeles, St. Louis, Salt Lake City, San Francisco, Seattle and the six Canadian centers of Toronto, Calgary, Montreal, St.
John, Vancouver and Winnipeg.
Home office delegates included George
J. Schaefer, vice-president and general
manager; A. W. Smith jr., general sales
manager; Jack Schlaifer, western division
manager; Monroe W. Greenthal, director
of advertising and publicity; Rodney Bush,
Wanger western representative; Harry D.
Buckley, vice-president; James A. Mulvey,
Goldwyn vice-president; Lowell Calvert
Selznick western representative ; Hal Horne,
associate producer for Walter Wanger;
Emanuel Silverstone and Morris Helprin,

THREE NEW GB FILMS
READY FOR RELEASE

With

business

generally

dull, it is

ceriain that the film will be trailsferred to the FWC
continuation
house, the St. Francis, for at least
another week when it finishes its
second week at the Warfield. Fifty
per cent above the house’s regular
average was scored in the first week,
a figure unrivaled at the Warfield
since the house played M-G-M’ s
“Libeled Lady” to a splendid take
several months ago.

ID) IE W V IE m
gERT NOLAN,
film but
salesman, has been former
ill for Denver
some time,
he
is now back at his job in the state hospital
in Grand Junction, Colo.
L. L. Dent, president of Westland Theatres, and Harry T. Nolan, of the Mercury
exchange, went to New York on business.

J. J. Goodstein, exhibitor from Rocky
Ford, Colo., has gone east to Philadelphia
on business and for a visit.
Bert Burton has resigned
ager of the Center.

as house

man-

Claude Ezell, Dallas, Tex., was in town a
few days previous to the Bank Night convention in Colorado Springs.
Sam

Feinstein, who

Wyo., and Harrison,
ing like a million.

has theatres

look-

L. K. Brent, who formerly owned a
of theatres in Milwaukee, and former
National franchise holder here, spent
days in Denver in the interest of two
rights films.

chain
First
a few
state

WALLACE

BEERY

Seattle — Wallace

film

Hollywood — An

work

guaran-

Sound

Studio

FRANCISCO.

CAl.IF.

teed.

C. R. Skinner Mfg. Co. and
STKICKT

SAN

Seattle — The

GRAND

NATIONAL

1910 S. Vennonl Ave.
LOS ANGELES. CALIF.
BOXOFFICE

of

who

will transform

a

ROADSHOW

York— The

SET

first definite roadshow

date for Paramount’s “High, Wide and
Handsome” has been set for the Carthay
Circle Theatre in Hollywood on August 4,
The first two-a-day engagement will open
at the Astor here early in July.

Now is the time to advertise
your COOLING SYSTEM! Use
our special Stock Trailers.
I<’inest Quality

BLACHE'

. . . Lowest

Prices

FILM LABORATORIES
Street,

San

Francisco

Calif.

All

EXCLUSIVE
ENTIRE
Booking
Play
Now

DISTRIBUTORS

PACIFIC

COAST
The
Greatest
Road

Graham
with

man

PARAMOUNT
New

Send
Your Us

Grow

highspot

SERVICE—

Equipment.

TCKK

interesting

snow-covered slope of Mount Baker into a
Yukon gold field complete with a frontier
town, dog sleds and miners is now in Seattle. He is Lou Rachmil, art director of
the Harry Sherman’s productions, who
arrived to lay the scene for the filming
of Rex Beach’s “The Barrier” next month
on Mt. Baker.

actor, is

The Finest and Best Equipped
Precision Machine Shop on the
West
Coast for Overhauling
your
Sound
and
Projection

290

are

Rachmil in Seattle

39,‘J Turk

YOUR

films

Jules Levy’s talk on the prestige and longevity of Pathe News at RKO Radio’s International sales convention was his introduction of Aaron Goldberg of the Peerless
Theatre, San Francisco, who first showed
the pioneer newsreel June 22, 1912, and
has been playing it continuously ever since.
Goldberg promised to show it for another
quarter of a century, at least.

spending his vacation in Idaho. Driving
and carrying a trailer, Beery intends to
spend most of his time hunting.

AT

GB

VETERAN PATHE NEWS
EXHIBITOR APPLAUDED

VACATIONING

Beery,

new

The American premiere for “King Solomon’s Mines” is scheduled for July 2 at the
Roxy Theatre here.

in Lusk,

Neb., is in town

York — Three

ready for release with the completion last
week of the Jessie Matthews musical,
“Gangway.” The other two are “Non Stop
New York” and “Nine Days a Queen,” directed by Robert Stevenson and featuring
Anna Lee, John Loder, Francis L. Sullivan
and Desmond Tester.

Bros.

Theatre

Equipment
Projection Booth
and
Stage Equipment;
Theatre Seating; Carpets; Draperies; Projection Repair Service.

546 Lincoln St.

Denver, Colo.

Dates

Show
of All
Times

JEWEL PROOOCTIOKS CO.
1S12 S. Vermont Ave. Los Angeles, Calif.
Wm. G. Smith
Tele. Rochester 2205
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B. F. SHEARER
SEATTLE
2318 Second Avenue
Telephone Elliott 8247

"Theatre

Equipment

LOS ANGELES
1988 South Vermont Ave.
Telephone Republic 8212
Parkway 3803

WANT
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BEST
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Specialists’’

SAN FRANCISCO
243 Golden Gate Ave.
Telephone Underhill 1818

PORTLAND
1109 N. W. Glisan
Telephone Broadway 3218
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CONNECTICUT,
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NEW

MAINE

HAMPSHIRE

TRADE OPPOSES DRIVE-IN THEATRES
MPTOA Unit and Circuit
Heads in Boston

Allied Unit Aims at

Suits for Royalties
Filed by Bank Night
Boston— Suits

were

filed last Saturday

against two New England theatres by Affiliated Enterprises, Inc., in the firm’s fight
to battle dwindling royalty collections. Coincident with the action, Roy Heffner, New
England franchise holder of the cash
giveaway plan, headed west to be gone for
several weeks. Heffner, before leaving, reiterated the statement that he will go the
limit to receive payment on any lagging
Bank Night accounts.
Action was filed Saturday in the district court in Lowell against the Merrimac
Amusement Co. which operates the Rialto
in the same city. Norman Glassman,
brother-in-law of circuit-owner Frederick
E. Lieberman and formerly associated with
him in the Lowell theatre situation, runs
the Rialto.
A second litigation, Involving William
Warr, was filed in the Plymouth district
court on the same day. This alleges delinquent Bank Night royalty payments in
connection with the Warr Theatre in
Wareham. Warr sold this house, together
with the Temple in Onset, to the Julius
Joelson circuit a few days ago.
Papers had been previously served on
the defendants by Attorney George S.
Ryan, retained by Affiliated Enterprises in
the New England territory.

Sign Agreement
Portland,

Me.— The

Central

Labor

Union

announced at a meeting June 16 that the
Motion Picture Operators’ Union has signed
working agreements with Keith’s and the
Cameo theatres here.
NOVELTY

HANDLES

FIGHT FILMS

Boston — .Novelty Pictures

are distribut-

ing the Braddock-Louis fight pictures in
New-- England.

Heavy
New

Haven

Shipments
— Allied

Theatres

of

Boston

Connecticut followed up the passing
of a resolution at its regular meeting
with notice to all exchanges here, except United Artists and Universal,
that members would refuse film shipped in cases of over three double
reels. Several accidents have been
reported recently in the handling of
the heavier five-reel cases by booth
operators, and the condition is considered a dangerous one. Exchanges
are given 30 days in which to change.
United Artists and Universal are not
offenders in this respect and were
therefore not notified.

action

has been

taken

Termed

in

St. Johnsbury, Vt., against the showing of
Sunday motion pictures in the community. The Star Theatre, operated by Interstate, has been running films for the past
few Sundays under a charity guise which
has been successful in the past in a number of New England spots which prohibit
Sabbath celluloid.
Warrant

Against

Rockingham

A warrant was issued against the Rockingham Operators Corp., an Interstate subsidiary, this week after State Attorney H.
Stanwood Brooks inaugurated proceedings
against the concern following the receipt
of a petition from six clergymen. The case
was put over until this week at which
time, it was said, Edward Ansin, Interstate head, would be in municipal court
to answer charges that the shows violate
the Sunday laws in Vermont.
The American Legion has been given a
cut of recent Sunday night receipts at the
Star.

NEW ENGLAND EDITION Is One of the Seven Sectional
Editions in Which BOXOFPICE Is Published Weekly. The
Other Six Editions Are: MIDEAST, CENTRAL, MIDWEST,
WESTERN, SOUTHERN. EASTERN,
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against

open-air theatres in New England came
to the fore last week at a hearing on a
permit sought by the Drive-In Theatre
Corp. for construction of such a situation
in Brighton. Public hearing on the matter will be called for the near future, according to Mayor Frederick Mansfield of
Boston.

Act Against Sunday
Shows in Vt. Town
Boston — Court

Objectopposition

— Strenuous

Unfair

Competition

The local MPTOA unit was among the
group that declared the proposed theatre
would be unfair competition. Joseph
Brennan, representing the organizationaffiliated Allied Theatres of Massachusetts,
spoke against the granting of a permit.
Brennan stated that such a situation would
operate only about 12 weeks a year and
requires small initial investment and low
overhead. Other theatres, Brennan went
on, not only involve a large original investment, but pay high taxes and operate
52 weeks per year.
Martin J. Muliin of the M. and P. Theatres Corp., was among those appearing
against the project at the meeting in the
Mayor’s office. Julius Joelson, circuit owner, declared the patrons of drive-in theatres attend more to pet than to watch
the pictures. Maurice Corkery of the
Cambridge Park Department and Mrs.
Mabel Smith, who conducts a nearby children’s summer camp, also voiced opposition.
Loew

Plans

Two

Drive-in theatres, previously thought to
be poor investment risks here because of
the unreliability of New England weather,
have sprung into popularity this year,
largely because of the successful operation of the Weymouth Drive-In Theatre.
The Drive-In Theatre Corp., seeking the
Brighton site, opened the summer location last year. Projection and sound,
which was engineered and installed by P.
Edward Comi, of the Theatre Service and
Supply Co., proved so effective that not
even heavy rain and thick Cape Cod fog
(Continued on page 114)

BRAD ANGIER, New England Editor, 14 Piedmont St.,
Boston, Mass., Phone, Liberty 9305. GERTRUDE PEARSON, Suite 915, 42 Church St., New Haven, Conn. C. A.
ROSSKAM, 106 Miller Ave., Providence, R. I.

Art Featurettes Declared
Obscene bq Boston Court

ANTIDOTE FOR DUALS
IN BETTER PRODUCT

Boston — The so-called “art motion pictures” released nationally by Hollywood
Film Distributors, Hollywood, Calif., have
been declared obscene under Massachusetts
statutes. Shorts of the concern shown for
sale in Boston have been seized. Charles

tures awaiting release, such as “Souls at
Sea,” “High, Wide and Handsome,” “Double or Nothing” and “Artists and Models.”
Better features and longer runs are an
impending vogue, he believes.

H. Williams, independent exchange manager, has been put on probation until December 15 for handling the product locally.
a

The motion pictures which, according to
pamphlet put out by Hollywood Cine

Film Distributors, are “copyrighted art
studies and subjects . . . produced by professional directors and camera men,” were
nabbed June 3 on the complaint of Henry
J. Bailey.
Charles Williams, who recently opened
the Filmart Corp. of New England at 43
Church St., was arraigned June 4 before
Judge Daniel Gillen in Boston municipal
court. Williams pleaded not guilty and was
held on $500 bail to June 15. Judge Adlow
of the municipal court found him guilty
Tuesday and decreed that he be put on
probation for six months.
Williams Severs Connection
Williams, who declares that he was informed that inasmuch as the films are
averredly protected by U. S. copyright and
that they allegedly are therefore legal, is
generally held to be only unfortunately
connected

with the episode. What
portant, however, is the opinion

is imof the

Bay State court on “Original Hollywood
Art Featurettes,” which are being distributed throughout the country, largely as
16mm. and 8 mm. releases for private
showings.
Williams has informed Boxoffice that
he no longer is connected in any way with
the distribution of the pictures. No statement has been forthcoming here, so far
as it can be learned, from Hollywood
Cine Film Distributors. The concern has
been informed
cision.

of the

Massachusetts

de-

Probate Poll Estate
New Haven — The $4,000,000 estate of the
late Sylvester Z. Poll has been accepted
for probate in the probate court here, and
surprised many who had estimated his
worth at $30,000,000. A trust fund was set
up under the terms of the will, with Mrs.
Poli’s income stipulated as not to exceed
$100,000 annually, and the income for the
four daughters to be free from control or

Foreign Film Stubs
on Censor Hurdle
Boston — It took a foreign film to incur
disapproval of Massachusetts censors in
the most recent batch of motion pictures
to be

surveyed under Bay State regulations. Paul G. Kirk, Commissioner of Public Safety, ordered the eliminations of

scenes in the sixth reel of “Wedding of
Palo,” the only motion picture in the last
42 that have come under his scrutiny upon
which

the Fine Arts Theatre, were: “Scenes showing Eskimo women with bare breasts.”
Among the films on the list to be approved in their entirety were 20th Century-Fox’s “Slave Ship,” Columbia’s “Girls
Can Play,” M-G-M’s “A Day at the Races,”
and Republic’s “Dangerous Holiday.”
Six vaudeville acts, on an accompanying
list, were considered not suitable for Sunday showing in the Bay State. Deletions
were required on two others. Nine of the
acts reviewed were passed for theatres in
this state in their original form.

CLEAR PETROFSKY IN
ZONING BOARD CASE
Bridgeport — Peter Petrofsky, whose legal membership and voting on the zoning
board of appeals was questioned by Mayor
Jasper McLevy, and who sued the board
thereafter, was declared properly a member of the board in the superior court last
week. It is believed that the clearing of
Petrofsky now will result in the granting
of theatre building permit to Walter Blank
for his site at Park Ave. and Olive St.,
which

Jacob Levine
film men, affectionately, as “Uncle.” He
was projectionist at the Globe, operated
by Ben Welansky, at the time of his death.
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was being held up pending
come of the case.

the out-

The

case, which was brought simultaneously by Walter Blank against the members of the zoning commission attempting
to force the issuance of the permit, has
not yet reached trial, and it is believed,
may be withdrawn. The theatre will be
leased

interference by their husbands. It is believed Mr. Poli made substantial gifts to
his family before his death.

Boston — Jacob Levine died in Boston
last week at the age of approximately 70
years. He was better known to dozens of

cuts were demanded. The eliminations on the film, which is to be shown at

by Lou Anger on
cording to plans made.

McKay
as

completion,

ac-

Portland, Me. — The high quality of the
new product now being released leads J.
Harold Stevens, Paramount branch manager, to believe that it will be the most effective antidote against excessive dualing.
Stevens, back from his company’s convention last week in Los Angeles, is highly
enthusiastic about some of the new pic-

Theatre Union Elects
Providence — Christopher Horan, doorman of the Strand, was elected president
of the new “front of house” theatre employes union at an organization meeting
held June 15, presided over by Fred Newcomb, secretary for the New England district organization of the lATSE and business agent of Providence Local 23, and
Herbert Slater, business agent of Local 23,
MPO. Other officers chosen at the meeting were Harold Conroy, vice-president;
John McDonald, recording secretary; John
Curley, financial secretary; Albert L. Cornell, treasurer, and Joseph Jackson, business agent. A class B charter is expected
to arrive from AFL headquarters for the
new organization within a week.

Theatrical

Workers

Chartered

Boston — The charter of the newly organized American Federation of Labor
guild of ushers, doormen, cashiers, candy
girls and night cleaners has been received in Boston. The local has been
chartered as Theatrical Workers B4.
Wage and working demands, already
tentatively drawn up, were being withheld
up to a few days ago because of the absence of John Gately, William Green’s
representative, who was expected in Boston some time this week to approve the
stipulations.
No meeting of union members had been
set at the time of going to press because
of the delay of the proposed visit of Gately. The last meeting was held two weeks
ago Friday.

Turnquist Rejoins Smith
Boston — Elmer Turnquist resigned from
Imperial Pictures on Thursday of last
week to rejoin Phil Smith with whom he
had been associated for a number of years.
Turnquist was New England manager for
Imperial at the time the franchise in this
territory was acquired by Harry Segal.
No one had been named to his post at the
time of going to press. Turnquist has been
assigned to the handling of Jam Handy
shorts.

to New Post

Boston — Richard McKay has resigned
assistant to Jack Saef, exploitation

manager of the first-run Paramount
Fenway theatres in Boston. McKay

and
goes

JOSEPH

WOLF

SUCCEEDS

MURRAY

to Westbrook, Maine, where he has been
appointed assistant manager at the Star.
This is also an M. & P. Theatre Corp.

Boston — Robert Murray has resigned as
salesman for Columbia in New England.

situation.

booking department
signment.

Saef has
placement as yet.

not

appointed

a

re-

Joseph

Wolf

has been

promoted

to take
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BUY THE BEST
AND SAVE!
. . . that's the MODERN
to Modernize!

Unknown

makes

of theatre-modernizing

be cheaper— -to begin with!
you pay for standard

Way

materials may

But the little more

merchandise

is more

that

than made

up for in service, in long life.
Here

at Capitol, we

theatre-modernizing
bears the name

have

a complete

assortment

of

accessories, every item of which

of a reputable manufacturer.

The sat-

isfaction ofthe exhibitors we serve is our best businessgetter — there's no need for us to deal in dubious

bar-

gains.
Whatever

the size or character of your theatre^ — what-

ever the size of your budget — we invite consultation—
without obligation, of course!

CAPITOL THEATRE SUPPLY COMPANY
NEW ENGLAND ORGANIZATION
NEW ENGLAND EXHIBITORS
28-30 PIEDMONT

STREET

•

BOSTON,

FOR
M^SS.

^LL quiet on the film front, the only
apparent activity being along theatre
improvement lines, or with road maps,
boat schedules and timetables . . . Business continues to be reported generally as
under last June . . . Shore resorts look
for relief in July, since cottages have been
well rented . . . The Marx Bros, stole the
weekend business in town.
Both the new Jacocks house in Branford and the rebuilt Panoras Twentieth
Century, New Milford, were scheduled to
open Friday (June 2b). The Branford featured 20th-Fox’s "This Is My Affair.” Gala
celebrations attended both openings.
Harrison Harries of Hartford reported
as set to operate twice a week at the Griswold Hotel Ballroom, Groton, with portable equipment. June 28 and July 4 both
mentioned as tentative dates.
Lee Malcarni of Essex Square Theatre
Corp., operating Essex and Clinton, ivill
open the 200-seat Westbrook Theatre for
full week operation about the end of June.

Strive for Fixed Real
Estate Tax
Boston — Massachusetts

real

J^INGLING circus folk were the guests of
Matt Saunders at the Loew Poll when
the show laid over here recently. The
show hit theatres hard, drawing $25,000
for two performances.

estate

is at present bearing 34 per cent of
the government load and is suffering
a slow death, said proponents of a
bill for a fixed tax rate, at either
$25 or $32, appearing last week at
the State House before the Special
Commission on Taxation and Public
Expenditures.
Eric Nelson, Boston representative
and an official of the Real Estate
Owners and Tenants League, told the
commissioner that if the proposed
$25 limit is too drastic, he will favor
a higher limit of, say $32 per one
thousand valuation. James Rothwell, president of the Boston Real
Estate Exchange, strongly backed
the limit regulation.
The matter is one of profound moment to theatre owners.

Palace, Stamford, in tieup with a department store, ran cooking school in the theatre mornings.
Tallulah Bankhead and James Melton
have leased summer homes in the theatrical colony in the Norwalk area.
Edward Fitzpatrick, Loew Poli manager
at Waterbury, is considering the use of
airplanes to take the Waterbury baseball
league champions to the national tournament. He is president of the league.
Homer B. Mason has been named
vising director of the Park Theatre.
Community

RIFKIN LAUDS NEW
PRODUCT ON RETURN

National has installed new projectors in

Boston last week from an extended business trip to the coast. Rifkin, tanned by
California sun, told Boxoffice, “I am more
enthusiastic over the Republic program
for the coming season than I have been
for many years. I think it will be the

Warner’s Roger Sherman, following a similar installation at the Strand, Hartford.
The Lincoln has changed from continuous to 1 to 5 and 7 to 11. For the past
several weeks, foreign films have given
way to revivals, the latest “Modern Times”
. . . Reports are the little house may close
for the summer before the month is out.
Danny Drayson, the tap dancer at the
Paramount with Major Bowes International unit, once upon a time made the grade
in a College Theatre amateur night, and
later popped up in town with Will Osborne
at the Roger Sherman.

Theatre, Fairfield, staged a

"grand opening” when all renovations and
alterations were complete.

The

recent modernization of the Community, Fairfield, has resulted in one of
the most unusual and attractive spots in
the territory . . . Next on the Fishman
list of improvements is the Howard, New
Haven.

super-

Boston — Herman

Rifkin

returned

A1 Schumann of the Black Rock Theatre
spends all available free time at Lake Zoar
in quest of fish.
to

ever.”
greatest
While on
the coast, the national Republic executive and New England franchise
owner, renewed his acquaintance with
Ranny Weeks, young Boston singer, whom
he was instrumental in sending to Hollywood. Weeks, under contract to Republic
Pictures, has had his options taken up to
September.

Francis J. Bassett, who has been operating pictures in the Town hall, Ridgefield,
has gone to Europe for 10 weeks. Pictures
will be resumed in the fall.

Landino Omitted
New

Haven — The

name

of

James

Lan-

dino as vice-president of the new Theatrical Employes union No. 42B, organized
under lATSE, was regretfully omitted
from last week’s report of the officers. The
complete slate includes William Scanlon,
president: Alma Dixon, financial secretary; Dolly Hyde, recording secretary, and
John Sweeney, sergeant-at-arms.

Frank Wagner is disposing of motion
picture equipment and will not open the
Grove Beach Casino, which has had a
short season in past summers.
The Palace Ballroom in Niantic will also
omit pictures this season. A. Lawson formerly operated one or two nights a week.
John

Barnett

has cut down

to five-a-

week at Finn’s, Jewett City, and Henry
Phaneuf has followed suit at the Jodoin,
Hltic.

^^"nk Henson, former Bijou manager,
transfb-red to Ohio, visited in town while
on uacaivijj

Edward
Henry Germaine
(Contiiygjj page 114)
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bia in Boston,

distributor.

former booker for Columis now

a salesman

for the

Max Magofsky, president of the exchange
employes union here and head shipper for
National Screen Service, returned Monday
from an extended automobile trip.
Rose Cohen of National Screen has been
vacationing at Lake Sunapee, N. H.
Eugene O’Neill, presented by Yale with a
degree of Litt. D., remarked modestly, “It’s
simply Yale’s way of showing its appreciation and relief . that I went to Princeton
and Harvard instead.”
Thomas Farrell, M-G-M
turned from his vacation.

booker, has re-

“How about news scoops!” reads a sign
on 07ie of the doors of the M. and P. Theatres Corp. home office publicity department. Which is our idea exactly.
Harry Pearlswig of M-G-M is on the west
coast for a summer vacation.
Miss Edna Baer, who has been given a
leave of absence by M. and P. because of
a forthcoming income tax exemption, has
been replaced by her sister. Marietta Baer.
Grace McGowan returned last week to
the office force of M-G-M following an
illness.
“A Day at the Races,” showing at the
Loew’s State and Loew’s Orpheum, and
“Slave Ship,” spotted at Keith’s Memorial,
are both running on double feature bills.
They were booked solo in the first-runs of
most other cities.
Frank Wolf, office manager of National
Screen Service, has left for his vacation.
Florence Scully Slater, independent
( Continued on page 113)

Exhibitors Wise —
MODERNIZE
And

ex-

The BEST

FRED GREENWAY AT
HELM OF HUB STATE
Boston — Fred

Greenway

last week

is THE

as-

sumed charge of Loew’s State Theatre, de
luxe initial-run house in the Back Bay.
Greenway topped the Mason-Dixon line to
take over the position, having formerly
managed the Century in Baltimore.
Former Manager Gosnell left Boston Friday to become an executive in the Aetna
Cleaning Co. in Baltimore.

NATIONAL

WAY

Koster Opens Branch
Boston — William

S. Koster,

head
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See

of a

seat service concern, has opened a branch
office in the Boston film district for the
convenience of exhibitors. Koster is now
located at 12 Piedmont St. and may be
reached by telephone at Liberty 3803. Koster, specializing in all sorts of theatre
seat work from upholstering to converting
squab seats to spring seats, has recently
completed jobs for M. and P. Theatres
Corp. in New Bedford, for Herman Rifkin
in Holyoke, and for Interstate in Plymouth,
N. H.

Way
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TALKS
gTRONG products in majority of firstrun houses this week, coupled with rainy
Saturday and a bright but cool Sunday
cutting down on beach and motoring attractions, gave most Providence houses nice
grossage.
Ted Rosenblatt of the Community , Centerdale, is on a ten-day vacation trip
through northern New York. Don Desmond, student assistant of Loew's State,
back Ju?ie 21 fro7n Atlantic City where he
had been vacationing for a week. Edivard
L. Reed, manager of the Strand, arrived
back from New York reporting a bag full
of pictures contracted for next season.
Howard Burkhardt, manager of Loew’s
State, leaves on his vacation Sunday, June
27.
Empire Theatre has set back opening
of its season of dollar-top legitimate attractions from June 28 to July 5. Will
continue films for four days of the extra
week, closing to make ready for the changed policy for remaining three days.
RKO-Albee may stay open through final
week of June instead of putting up the
"Closed for Summer” signs on Wednesday
of that week as previously announced.
House Manager William Broivn expects to
remain in Providence through the summer,
supervising improvements to be made in
the house during the shutdown.
WPA Theatre Project in Rhode Island,
which is now employing 21 stage hands
and vaudeville performers, is due to be
closed July 15, according to announcement
made last week by Administrator Farrell
D. Coyle.
Loew’s State lobby takes on an attractive
garden-like aspect with living evergreens,
ferns a?id baskets installed during the
past week by House Manager Burkhardt.
Plans

were

filed with

the Providence

building inspector’s office last week by
Peter Laudati for the building of a projection booth at the drive-in theatre under construction on the old Cycledrome site
on North Main St. between Providence and
Pawtucket.
Ringling-Barnum circus in town last
Friday grossed its biggest in Providence
since pre-depression days.
W. Paul Oury, formerly station manager
for WPRO and who is familiar to most
Rhode Island theatre men — it was he who
brought “Cloistered” to town for a private
morning showing at the RKO-Albee more
than a year ago — is one of the incorporators of the new Pawtucket Broadcasting
Co.
The R. I. Ministers’ Union at its meeting June 16 unanimously adopted a resolution to join in efforts to rid the state of
legalized race track betting.
PLAYS

"GERALD

Hollywood — Walter

O'HARA"

Connolly

will play

the role of Gerald O’Hara in the Selznick
version of Margaret Mitchell’s “Gone With
the Wind.” It is the first casting announcement in connection with the picture.

112

ON FOREIGN
FILM DISTRIBUTION

Saybrook,

Conn.

— When

Earl

Wright,

20th-Fox salesman, delivered his talk on
“Foreign Distribution of American Films”
before the Saybrook Rotarian Club recently, he was preceded by a record, specially made for the occasion by Fox, introducing the speaker and following with a
song by Alice Faye, “You Can’t Have
Everything.” This was no reflection on
Wright, who traced the development of
the form of the American film for export
from the silent days, the production with
foreign casts, the fitting of foreign dialogue to the American silent picture, and
the present English dialogue with superimposed foreign translations at the bottom
of the film. Wright spoke of Shirley Temple as the true American ambassador of
goodwill, who was teaching English to the
children of the world.

AL SCHUMANN BUYS
SITE IN BRIDGEPORT
Bridgeport,

Conn. — One

of the most

im-

portant real estate transactions in the
Black Rock area in years was completed
when Albert M. Schumann, owner of the
Black Rock Theatre, bought a corner property at a cost of $25,000. Schumann, who
owns the adjoining property, also plans the
construction of a large modern store building with offices on the second floor.
Shumann came to this city in 1931 after
leasing a chain of theatres he was operating in Hartford to Warner Bros. One of
his first business moves was the purchase
of the Black Rock Theatre.

O'Brien
Boston Party
— Williamfor
O’Brien,
for many

jyjERCHANTS
solicited
support
of the
theatre industry
in antheeffort
to defeat

the retail sales tax.

What is thought will be the finest residence in the North Country is being built
for Leon Bolduc, operator of the Majestic
Theatre, at Conway, N. H. The foundation
is completed but the type of structure it is
to be could not be learned.
Mrs. Annie Leavitt is opening Leavitt’s
Theatre at Ogunquit about June 25, the
only film theatre in the territory which is
famous for its legitimates.
Bob Murray resigned as Columbia representative for New Englaiid June 12.
Harry Botwick, State Theatre manager,
was ill with a severe cold June 17 and 18
... Ed Carroll of Massachusetts expects to
open the Casino Theatre at Belgrade Lakes
the first week in July . . . Jack Eames, who
operates the Premier at Littleton, N. H.,
and the Holycon at Colebrook, will open
two summer theatres in the White Mountains the last week in June. They are the
Hall in Pines, Bretton Woods and the Colonial at Bethlehem.
Filmroiv visitors: H. V. Higgins, operator of a theatre at Freeport, who dropped
into the Paramoujit exchange for bookings;
Mr. and Mrs. Bill Benjamin, NS, and
Louis Gordon, operator of the State Theatre at Farmington.
The newly popular auto gliders were
called into service June 17, 18 and 19 to
plug “Make Way for Tomorrow,” which
opened at the State Theatre Thursday. A

years

exchange manager in Portland where he
also sold for many of distributors, was
given a surprise birthday party Thursday
of last week by members of the staff of
the American Guide with whom he is
now associated. It was his 61st birthday.
Older members of the film fraternity, of
which O'Brien was a member for some
16 years, were among those that remembered him on the occasion.

fleet of the glorified “scooters” glided down
Congress St. at intervals throughout the
three days with appropriately worded cards
especially attracting the attention of the
young folks. The first 200 women attending the opening received free flowers, donated by a local nursery.
Exhibitors in the Boothbay section are
to have another competitor soon in the
Boothbay Playhouse, a legitimate house.

DO YOU NEED A DLOWER THIS SUMMER?
DRAND NEW DLOWERS
— 20,000 C. F. M. —

With "V" Belt and Pulleys
—

ONLY

*149’^®

—

CASH

SOUTHERN THEATRE
SUPPLY CO.
P. O. BOX 333
NASHVILLE,

TENN.
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MARY YOUNG READIES
SUMMER SEASON SHOW
Boston — Mary

Young,

famous

She has played opposite such stars as William Powell and Warren William. E. E.
Clive, Irving Pichel, and Donald Meek were
in her Boston companies in the past.
Scouts of M-G-M, Warner, and 20th
Century-Pox are particularly interested in
Miss Young’s forthcoming summer productions, it is reported on good authority.
Jane Barnes, who has recently appeared
with M-G-M, has returned here from the
coast to play in several of Mary Young’s
plays. Carlisle Moore jr., who has been in
a number of films, will be in the cast of
several of his late father’s plays. Hobart
Bosworth is among the film figures that
may come to Centerville to play with Miss
Young.

AT PREMIERE

Couple

OF "GIRL SAID NO"
premiere

of “The

Girl

Said No’’ was staged last Tuesday evening by Grand National in Boston at the
Shubert Theatre.
The Gilbert and Sullivan operetta was
viewed by a number of society and educational leaders in the Hub, with Edward
Finney and John Brown covering the
weighty exploitation campaign of the show.

BOSTON
(Continued from page 111)
change owner with new offices on Melrose
St., reports a sale of two new features to
the Warner circuit in New England.

on Grand Tour
High Speed

Boston — Rudolph

continental

with

Bruce,

one

who

has

bride and

Irving Zussman, head of Metro Premium
Co., was in Chicago last week.
Al Anders, accompanied by Mrs. Anders,
was in Boston Friday of last week, negotiating for contracts.
Jack Rice, National Screen Service booker, tentatively plans to go to Goff Falls,
N. H., when his vacation begins July 3.
Clarence Robbins has opened the Busbards Bay Theatre in Buzzards Bay, Mass.
A special meeting of the Independent Exhibitors, Inc., may be called within the next
few days because of the national Allied
contention with Paramount. The regular
meeting of the organization is scheduled
for July 13.
BOXOFFICE
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gone

$12,000

Elizabeth O’Neil, co-winner in the competition, in New York a few Fridays ago.
“Opened the summer season in Norway
with a blizzard,’’ wrote Bruce on the back
of a postcard depicting what appears to
be the Scandinavian idea of a bar. “We
have been traveling at a fast rate for a
month now, so thought we would report.
After landing in Antwerp, went to Brussels and up the Rhine from Cologne to
Heidelberg and Munich. Then touching
several cities to week in Berlin and Hamburg. From Lubeck to Copenhagen.”
Mr. and Mrs. Bendslev there and

had a swell time.”
The operator of the Community in Wellesley and his wife have been sojourning
in Norway. The secretary of Allied in New
England plans to return to this country
some time in July.
“Then Gothenberg to Oslo,” continues
Bruce’s narrative. “Managed to survive
blizzard and now in Bergen. Leaving for
England and Scotland tomorrow.” The
card was dated June 2. “Expect to be
in Paris after June 15, then Vienna. Write
us either place care of American Express.
Regards

to the gang.”

Lavine Resumes
Boston — Phillip Lavine

returned

to his

duties as general manager of the Phil
Smith circuit this week. He had been
critically ill for several weeks.

The roadshow engagement of “Lost Horizon’’ at the Community in Wellesley has
been extended by Les Bendslev, managing
the house during his father’s absence
abroad. A similar booking has been opened
at the Apollo in Nantasket.
Joseph Barron, operator of the Warren
Theatre in Warren and the Strand in West
Warren, and Mrs. Barron have returned
from an automobile trip throughout Maine,
New Hampshire and New York.

at

prize money received as a result of winning a cartoon contest conducted by a
local newspaper, reports to Boxoffice via
postcard the progress of his world tour.
The former M-G-M checker married Miss

“Met
Boston — World

IN VIENNA

theatrical

star back in New England from Hollywood,
is preparing to open the summer season
at her Centerville Theatre on Cape Cod.

CROWD

BRUCES

immy'
M.&Pto. OuAstiks
ng 'J
June 26
Boston— The

M.

and

P. Theatres

Corp.

has scheduled an outing in Marblehead for
its office force this week Saturday. William
Spragg, district manager, gave the affair
a human interest note with a letter sent to
James Powers, little shoe shine boy who
services many of the circuit’s members at
60 Scollay Square. The letter, mimeographed and distributed among potential
attendants, gave an outline of events in a
novel vein. It read:
”
y?
mm
Ji
date Saturday.
got a
ya
"Have
it. or,

better

2G.„

June^

still, bring

“If you liave, break
to our
her along with you. Because you’re going
Marblem
riutiiig at the Fox and Hounds HotelM & P office
entire
the
of
guest
special
head as a
time!
force. And boy. are ya going to have a
in a clear blue sea
“Didja ever go swimming
your
up
right
climb
to
seemed
where the waves
was so
back and slide down again and the water
on
he
ever
Didja
good?
and
cool and refreshing
let the sun
your back on pearly white sands and would make
that
tan
a
turn those freckles into
jealous.
the colored fellers Viack in Fast Boston
worn your
Didja ever eat until you wislied you had
orchestra
swell
a
to
truck
and
pants
big brother’s
whose
and be entertained by all those muggs
shoes you’ve been shining' all year?
“liidja, Jimmy?”
you re
Well you’re going to. And what's more,
Leave it
old shoeshine box. it
going to' forget the the
m the
toss
or
elevator
in
it
park
or
home
is your
alley. Everybody rates a day off and this
Get plenty
“Start going to bed early, Jim.
rest. You’re just a little guy and it’s going to
a big day. Take our word for it.”
It was signed, “The Gang.”

of
be

I. A. Downing Upped
Boston — J. A.

Downing,

RKO

booker

here, has been promoted to home office
representative by Jules Levy, general sales
manager for the company. Along with the
conferpromotion, made at RKO’s sales
ence in Los Angeles last week, came recognition of new hundred per cent salesmen. They were as follows: F. G. Ross,
H. F. Goldstein, M. Manes, W. H. Gardiner
and C. L. Divizia, Boston: H. Zeitels, N. H.

miiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiilllllllilllllllllllllllH

“THE SHOW IS
IT’S ON
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Attempted Abduction
Stirs Theatremen
Boston — New England theatre men were
amazed last week to hear of the attempted
kidnaping of Mrs. Samuel Goldstein, wife
of the head of the Western Massachusetts
Theatres, Inc. Two men accosted Mrs.
Goldstein Friday in her garden and inf 01 med her that her husband had been
critically hurt. They said they were usheis in the Paramount Theatre in Springfield. one of the Goldstein houses, and
that they had been sent to rush her to
his side.

Checked

Up

on

Story

The attempted abduction failed when
Mrs. Goldstein, suspicious because of
the
men’s appearance, asked them to wait
several minutes while she went into her house
to change her clothes. A telephone call
to
circuit headquarters revealed the story
to
be a fabrication. By the time she
had
reached the window, she saw the
men,
appaiently frightened away, speeding
toward Connecticut.
The two were described by the theatr
e

owner’s wife as being tall,
hy and
between 28 and 30 years old.swart
Police were
informed by Mr. and Mrs. Goldstein
that
they had seen an automobile parke
d a
short distance from their country
estate
in East Longmeadow, a suburb of Spring
field. earlier that morning and on
the
night previous. It is believed by authorities
that the men were awaiting an opport
unity when Mrs. Goldstein would be unaccompanied.
Operates

14-House Chain
Samuel Goldstein has been identified
with theatre operation for years. Together
with his brother, Nathan, he operate
s
some 14 motion picture houses in the westein part of the state. Recent plans have
been set in motion to extend the chain into
other parts of New England. Western
Massachusetts Theatres. Inc., has its headquarters in Springfield at the Broadway
Theatre, while an office, managed by John
Glazier, is maintained for booking purposes in the Metropolitan Theatre Bldg,
in Boston.
A widespread search for the would-be
kidnapers has been inaugurated by authorities. Precautions against similar kidnaping attempts have already been taken by
a number of other prominent New England film figures.

NEW
FAN

FLARE

(Continued

Robert Taylor Finds Many
Staunch Defenders
Boston— Hub film fans . . . some of them
. . . take their celluloid cynosures seriously.
As witness some of the letters printed in
the column of Miss Ann Marsters, Boston
Sunday Advertising film scrivener.
The latest trouble arose when a Miss
Janet M. expressed a dislike of no less than
Mr. Robert Taylor.
Miss Peg Elmason of Boston came back
with the retort; “If everyone admired Robert Taylor as I do, he would not be a movie
star. He’d be a saint.”
“Why not be honest with yourself, Janet,
and admit that you’re only trying to be
different?” wrote Margaret, Mary and
Natalie from Cambridge. “If he gave you
a side-glance, you’d probably swoon in his
arms. (I know we would).”
“Anyone who has eyes can see that Robert Taylor is the best looking actor in Hollywood,” is the opinion
of Groveland.
Dot

and

Gertrude

of Miss

Edythe

B.

C. of Portsmouth,

N.

H., state in no uncertain terms, “There is
certainly something wrong with any young
woman of today who does not like Robert
As for Nellie-Theresa Sembroski of East
Side
Street, she eloquently dismisses the
Taylor.”
matter with: “Phooey
The world goes on.

HAVEN

on him.”

TURN OUT FOR PARA.
REGIONAL MEETING
Boston — Paramount’s New England regional sales convention, held at the Copley
Plaza here last Monday and Tuesday, was

from

page

110)

tended the regional convention last week
at the Copley Plaza, Boston . . . Germaine
made fourth place in the booking contest.
Adolph Haas of the Alexander Film Co.
was host to some 20 exhibitors in the state
on an all-day cruise in Long

Island

Sound

on his yacht, "Two Smiles." A southern
fried chicken dinner and sheet shooting
were among the high points, and the boys
were hoping Mr. Haas could get back for
the boat races.
John
Parokas

Sirica’s appointment by Peter
to the managership of the new

theatre being constructed in Thompsonville for August opening has been confirmed. . . The Rialto, New Britain, Sirica’s former berth, is now occupied by
Irving Cohen, formerly at the Victory,
Lowell, and originally at the Rialto, Los
Angeles.
Zippy Goldman, well known in this territory through his one-time association
with Producers, Red Seal First Division,
and then Republic, and lately with Grand
National, Boston, has joined the Warner
sales staff in Boston.
Mutual Advertising Service, now under
Harry Egert operation, is reported to be
contemplating
miums here.

distribution

of

Rex

pre-

"Vanishing Gangster” is roadshowing at
the Strand, Bridgeport, State, Torrington,
Colonial,
lingford.

Southington

and

Strand,

Wal-

Nick Mascoli has put his Carroll, Waterbury, on a straight premium basis — dishes
five nights a week.

attended by about 75. Joseph Unger, eastern sales manager; Milton Kusell, eastern

The exodus to the beaches includes the
Arthur Lockwoods who go to Madison; Ed

division manager; Robert Gillham, publicity director and Don Velde, advertising
manager were among those present. William Erbb, Paramount New England manager, presided.
Salesmen, theatre executives, and others, numbering approximately 60, were at
the two-day confab. Discussions of future
Paramount product, new season plans, and
Inter-company topics were featured, as was
the case at similar meetings scheduled

Levy, Dan Finn and Jack Fishman, all
Woodmont-bound; Leo Schapiro back to
Indian Cove for a second season.

throughout

the country.

A special screen-

ing of "Souls at Sea” was held. A banquet
in the Sheridan Room of the Copley Plaza
was in line for Monday evening.

Congratulations

to

Eddie

and

Millie

Sokolosky who will be joined on the Glorious Fourth. Sokolosky is employed by
the Daly interests as manager of the Capitol, Lowell . . . Also to the former Lucille
Sirica, of the Capitol, Waterbury, who
was married recently to Alfred Lertz, also
of the Brass City.
Morris

Joseph

went

ness the opening
the Globe.

to New

of "The

York

Road

to wit-

Back”

at

Oppose Drive-Ins
(Continued
were enough
night.

from

page
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to close the theatre

a single

E. M. Loew, operator of New England’s
largest independent circuit, jumped into
the open-air area this season with plans to
open such spots in Providence and Lynn.
The Drive-In Theatre Corp., also has
been negotiating for several other New
England locations. The corporation, headed by Thomas Di Maura, owns the New
England franchise rights to a number of
features coincident with the construction
and layout of such spots.
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EXHIBITORS
COME
V
FOR

•
SEAT SERVICE
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•
Converting Squab Seats
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SLIP

William

COVERS,
ETC.

S. KOSTER

NOW
FOR

THE

OUR

CONVENIENCE

MANY

OF

CUSTOMERS

IN THE CENTER
OF THE FILM DISTRICT
—

at —

12 Piedmont Street
Telephone LIBerty 3803
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COVraiNG

MICHIGAN.

OHIO.

KENTUCKY,

WEST

VIRGINIA

AND

WESTERN

PENNSYtVANIA

SPECULATE ON RICHEY'S CHOICE
W&W Add Eleventh
Theatre to Circuit
Detroit— -It is now

number

11 in actual

operation for Wisper & Wetsman Theatres
with their acquisition of the Penkell Theatre, on Penkell near Dexter. When the
Harper Theatre is erected and the Lincoln Square is finally acquired by them,
they will have 13 houses.
“And we are not stopping at that number, either,” said a W. & W. spokesman this
week. “We’ve got several more in the fire.”
The Penkell has been operated by Sam
Brown.
It is understood that Brown is dickering
again — for the eighth time — with George
W. Trendle for his United Detroit Theatres
to take over operation of the Dexter Theatre, another Brown house. This deal has
been off and on seven times, and price is
still holding it from completion. The Dexter
would give Trendle another house as direct
opposition to the Wisper & Wetsman circuit, as the house, located on Dexter near
Elmwood, is near the W. & W. Avalon at
Linwood and Davison.

DETROIT FILMROW
JOINS SHRINE
Detroit — Pilmrow

took

FETE

full advantage

of the holiday spirit created by the Shrine
convention this week. Since the first Variety Club golf tourney of the summer coincided with the opening day of the convention Tuesday, exhibitor and circuit offices
together with the exchanges were deserted
for the day.
All of the major newsreels sent crews
here to film the activities, including the
three huge parades of the week. A1 Weiner
of Embassy Motion Picture Service shot
special 16 mm. reels to be sold later for
amateur use.
A special midnight show was held Tuesday night at the Pox Theatre, part of the
proceedings there being broadcast by an
international radio hookup.

Mich. Co-Op Makes Bid for
Allied's General
Manager

Private Fan Dance Gets
Freedom for Fanner
Uniontown,

Pa. — Sally Rand

ma-

By GENE

nipulated her fans~one fore and one
aft— in such a fashion as to wriggle
her lissome figure out of a state police charge of staging an obscene
dance, the private exhibition in a
local alderman’s office having followed herweek
being while
placedperforming
in the law’s
toils last
at

Detroit — Pilmrow

Board

RKO NAMES SHARKEY
DETROIT MANAGER
Los Angeles — Winning a promotion
while at the RKO sales conference here
last week, J. Sharkey goes from the home
office staff to the manager’s berth at
Detroit. New hundred per cent salesmen
as announced at the meeting by General
Sales Manager Jules Levy are J. Graham,
E. Lebby and R. H. Lange, Pittsburgh;
W. D. Ward, A. Goldsmith, and M. E.
Lefko, Cleveland, and J. A. McKnight,
Cincinnati.

Pittsburgh — This

three

daily

newspapers were not published Tuesday
due to a strike. Newspaper Publishers Association, representing The Sun-Telegraph,
Press and Post-Gazette, announced a complete and indefinite suspension of service.

MIDEAST EDITION Is One of the Seven Sectional Editions
in Which BOXOPPICE Is Published Weekly. The Other
Six Editions Are: NEW ENGLAND, CENTRAL. MIDWEST,
WESTERN, SOUTHERN, EASTERN.

ELSIE

LOEB,

Wednesday

on Position

Details

Just what this position is, neither Richey
nor
Ray Moon, general manager of Cowork.”
operative, would say this week. “The complete story in detail will be released when
it is ready,” they said.
Cooperative is three years old this week,
the original contracts having been signed
(Continued on page 118)

PITTSBURGH
city’s

Meets

“At a meeting held yesterday (Tuesday,
June 15), by the Cooperative Theatres of
Michigan and attended by a majority of
its stockholders, the majority of whom are
members of Allied Theatres, I am advised
they took action to withdraw from Allied
looking toward formation of a closer cooperation between their members— -feeling
this can only be accomplished through a
contractual relationship similar to that
which they have enjoyed for some time.
“I understand it is their thought to confine their activities to members of their
own organization and I have been offered
a position to take care of this part of the
Mum

FOR

this week

A meeting of the Allied board of directors is set for Wednesday, at which time
Richey is expected to tell of his hew plans.
The Allied board meeting, called by special letter, was originally scheduled for
Wednesday of this week, but due to the
impossibility of out-state board members
obtaining hotel accommodations during the
Shrine convention, it was postponed. The
letter, bearing Richey’s name, a copy of
which this writer saw, read in part;

doors in the alderman’s office. Evidently she did prove it, for when the
door was opened the alderman,
Frank R. Foster, announced that the
charge was dismissed for lack of evidence. Sally Rand and members of
her troupe departed for Johnstown to
fill another engagement.

NEWS

RICH
abuzz

with its choicest gossip morsel in many
moons — what is H. M. Richey, general manager of Allied of Michigan, going to do?
Richey, apparently, holds the key to the
perplexing situation of maintaining peace
among Detroit and Michigan exhibitors,
depending on whether he takes a proffered
advisory
position with Cooperative Theatres of Michigan.

the State Theatre. When arrested at
the local theatre she insisted on an
immediate hearing, declaring her
dance was not indecent. To prove it
she staged the private performance
behind drawn shades and locked

NO

was

12805

KLINGENSMITH,

1701

Cedar
Blvd.

Road,
of the

Cleveland
Allies.

Heights,

Pittsburgh.

Ohio.
Pa.

K.

F.

EUGENE

D. RICH, 2425 Cass Ave., Detroit. Mich., Phone Randolph 7978. CLARA
HYDE,
127 Tremont St.. Ft. Thomas, Ky., Phone Highland 1657.

SHY FROM COMPULSORY SINGLES
Cleveland MPEA Reluctant
to Ban Duals for
Members
Cleveland — Answering

the demand

made

by some exhibitors for a compulsory single-feature policy for all members with
the statement “it has always been the
policy of the association not to dictate to
its members how they shall conduct their
business,” Ernest Schwartz, president of
the Cleveland MPEA, brought to a close
that discussion at the group’s general meeting held here last Thursday.
Talk

on

Tax

Reports

Of interest to all members was a question and answer talk by John Rickling,
auditor for Associated Theatres, on the
subject of theatre tax reports.
“We know,” said Rickling, “that we pay
a tax when we have eight or more employes, but we do not know what constitutes
eight or more employes. A director is not
an employe. An officer of the company,
whether he receives compensation or not,
is considered an employe. Therefore, in
making up a tax report, it is essential to
include all officers.”
Advises

Amended

Returns

“It has been the opinion of many that
officers who draw no pay are not considered employes, and because of this inter-

pretation, federal investigators are now
checking some 18,000 different industries,
including motion picture theatres in Ohio.”
In order to escape any penalties, whether
intentional or unintentional, Rickling advised the exhibitors present at the meeting
to
file an amended retui’n to the state
immediately.

POWELL, APEL HANDLE
AD-CASTER IN MICH.
Detroit — Charles

Powell

and

“DAMAGED

GOODS"

Pittsburgh — “Damaged

Apel

Detroit — The

Palmer

Park

Theatre,

be-

ing erected by Ray Schreiber and several
associates, will be opened July 23. Settling
of several recent strikes has made the
opening definite.
Meanwhile, the Beverly Theatre, being
erected on Grand River near Oakman by
Barney Kilbride, is taking form rapidly and
will be opened about September 1. The
Circle Theatre, being built by Joe Stoia
and John Miskinis, is again in the construction stage and will be ready about
the same time as the Beverly.
Out on Harper Ave., theatres are going
forward for Detroit’s two largest circuits.
Wisper & Wetsman are drilling for the well
for the cooling system for the Harper
Theatre, to be built at Harper and Lakewood. Saul Sloan is going ahead with
erection plans for the Esquire, to be operated by George W. Trendle, at Harper and
Cadieux, a mile and a half from the proposed Harper.

PASSED
Goods,”

Ready to Build

released

by Grand National, has been approved by
the Pennsylvania state board of censors
without an elimination, Jules Lapidus,
branch manager, announces.

Official Authentic
Motion

Del

have taken over the Michigan distribution
of the Ad-Caster, traveling ad sign. Apel
has resigned his position with Allied Theatres as assistant to H. M. Richey to take
over the project, while Powell still is handling Skillful Screeno in this territory.
Leonard J. Brill, Ad-Caster home office
representative, was in the city and made
arrangements for the deal with Powell and
Apel. The Ad-Caster is being used by
numerous theatre circuits in the east to
display coming attractions through means
of the traveling sign.

FOUR NEW THEATRES
NEARING COMPLETION

Cleveland — With

plans for Warner

Bros.’

new $300,000 de luxe motion picture theatre in Shaker Square approved, construction work will begin this week.

Exclusive

Pictures of the Sensational

HEAVYWEIGHT WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP CONTEST BETWEEN

ilBRADDOCK-jl LOUIS
NOW AVAILABLE FOR
OHIO and KENTUCKY

REGAL

FILM

SERVICE

308 Film Building
IIG
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NEW

Spectacular Feature
Pittsburgh — Showman

gILL SHARTIN, Grand National branch
manager, is wearing one of those everlasting smiles because everyone is complimenting him on the excellence of his picture, “The Girl Said No,” which was trade
screened the other night at the Lake Theatre.
George

W. Erdmann,

H.

Harris

has a spectacular feature in his own back
yard. Two apples on a tree in his penthouse atop the Royal Yorke apartments —
17 stories above the street! (And they’re
not, as he suspected at first, tied on, either,
reports Charles F. Danver, Post-Gazette
snooper.)

Pittsburgh — Barry

Theatre,

Cleveland — Seventeen

downtown,

offered two first-run pictures this week
instead of its usual policy of last-runs and
revivals. Opening Wednesday were Republic’s “The Affairs of Cappy Ricks” and
Monarch’s “Anything for a Thrill.”

Kenneth Means, manager of the RKO
Palace, is vacationing on the coast whence
he came before assuming his local managerial duties . . . Max Lefkowich of the
Community Circuit Theatre and his family sail July 14 on the S. S. Manhattan for
a trip abroad.

CLEVELAND AREA
RCA INSTALLATIONS
theatres

in

and

around the Cleveland area have contracted
with RCA for the replacement of old
sound equipment with High Fidelity apparatus, according to Edwin M. Hartley,
Photophone division manager.
They follow: The Manhattan, Commodore, Century, Homestead, Dennison
Square, Capitol, Imperial, Garden and
Royal theatres in Cleveland: the Highland
in Akron; the Temple in Medina, and the
Ohio in Gallon; Strand and Lyric, Toledo; the Lake in Barberton; the New Lex
in New Lexington, and the Beach Cliff in
Rocky River.

Duals First-Runs

secretary of the

Cleveland Motion Picture Exhibitors Ass’n,
and M. B. Horwitz, circuit theatre owner,
went to Washington, D. C., last Thursday
to attend an action-protest meeting against
Paramount’s sales policy called by P. J.
Wood, business manager of the Independent Theatre Owners of Ohio.

John

Believe It, or Not

July 29-30 have been designated as Cinema Days at the Great Lakes Exposition.
Mrs. William Fiske, president of the Cleveland Cinema Club, is in charge of arrangements. She will have the cooperation of
the publicity departments of all of the major theatre circuits in erection of displays
of forthcoming outstanding pictures.

THESE
ARE

TWO

THE SAME

PERSON

Messages of condolence to Joseph Leavitt,
owner of the independent projection room
in the Film Bldg., whose mother died last
week, and to Norman Levin, United Artists
salesman, who was called home from the
UA convention on account of the death
of his mother.
Congratulations:

Here

To Ann Rohall, for the

past eight years a member of Warner’s
cashier department, upon the occasion of
her marriage on June 19 to Anthony J.
Novak of this city ... To Lill Frances,
Warner availability clerk who has chosen
July 18 as the date of her marriage to
Frank J. Hague of Sharon ... To Jean
Roberts Wisney, secretary to Max Lefkowich of Community Circuit Theatre, and
one-time winner in a local beauty contest,
who on June 19 became the bride of Peter
L. Amico at John’s Cathedral. The groom
is a graduate of John Carroll University
and teaches at Willson Junior High School.

Commiseration: To Eleanore Wiedder of
Community Circuit Theatre, who had her
tonsils removed last week.

If you

Theatre, sailed June
trip abroad.

16 for a six weeks’

Savoy Theatre, operated by Max Lefkowich and Myer Fine, was held up last Friday evening and forced to hand over about

$50 to a persuasive gunman. Just previous( Continued on page 121)
; : June 26, 1937

or postponed

There

the

act now!

is still time to retain those extra customers before old Sol "Hot

Weather"

claims

them. Don't wait! Wire or telephone the office
listed below which is in your territory. We are
in a position to give speedy,

prompt

cient service on ventilating equipment
it be just a fan or a complete

and

effi-

whether

air conditioning

Act now!

of the Stork

Stamp Collectors, Attention! Your collection will be incomplete unless you have
the clever set of “new faces” stamps sent
out by Leon J. Bamberger, RKO sales promotion manager, as a novel publicity stunt
for RKO’s forthcoming feature, “New
Faces of 1937.”

BOXOFFICE

delayed

solution of your ventilating problem,

system.
Eugene Rosenbluth, manager

have

lies the difference

Well Stocked Stores Ever Ready to Serve You:
CLEVELAND

—

3112

Phone:

THEATRE

SUPPLY

COMPANY

ifiiiLUir;!'

EVERY
STORE
A
LOC A L I N ST ITUT I Q N
NATfONAI.
REPUTATION
POR
RELIABLE

W IT H
A
SERVICE

NIGHT and DAY

Payne

Prospect

CINCINNATI — 1637-39
Phone:

Central

Main

Avenue

4613
Parkway

6581

PITTSBURGH — 1721 Blvd. of the
Phone : Grant 4630

DETROIT

—

Phone:

2312-14
Cadillac

Cass

Allies

Avenue

2447
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Robinson Wins Restrainer

£LAINE BARRIE BARRYMORE was
among the many who turned out for
Grand National’s preview of “The Girl
Said No” last week at the Adams Theatre. Among those spotted were Frank
Wetsman, Lew Wisper, Clare Winnie, Carl
Buermele, Sergt. Joseph Kollar and his
new aid Ed Dix, Dan Lewis, Raoul Cleaver,
Irving Belinsky, Charles Garner, Harry
Hobolth, Jack Krass, Charlie Perry.

Against Smith & Moore
Detroit — After litigation of nearly three

years, Harold C. Robinson of Film Truck
Service this week held a permanent restraining injunction against Joseph Smith
and Helen R. Moore and the Independent
Theatre Owners of Michigan, Inc., from
operating a film trucking service anywhere
in Michigan. The only exception to this is
a route Smith now operates in the southern part of the state, which he is lawfully authorized to do.
Circuit Court Judge Harry J. Dingeman
signed the permanent order this week, giving Robinson a judgment of approximately $13,000, plus costs, against Smith and
Miss Moore. Robinson had contended in
his lengthy litigation that they were operating the film trucking service illegally on
the Saginaw-Flint route, since they did not
have a public service commission license.
Makes

Peace

With

ITO

Robinson said this week that he expected to resume carrying film and accessories for members of the ITO.
Frank Picard, well-known Saginaw attorney, entered the case in behalf of the
many theatre owner members of the ITO
several months ago and effected with
Samuel Schaflander, attorney for Robinson, an amicable agreement between Robinson and the exhibitors.
Cleveland
Cleveland

Union

Parley

— Cleveland

Fails

delegates

of the

Film Exchange Employes union who went
to New York to protest against provisions
of the agreement entered into between
lATSE and distributor representatives,
have returned without bringing back any
definite news on the situation. Further
discussion, it is stated, will be resumed
next week.
The local union’s protest is centered on
the classification of shippers which provides for a wage scale on the basis of three
shippers in an exchange, with the two
lower wage scale brackets prevailing when
only two shippers are employed. This classification, they claim, obviates, in some
cases, any wage boost at all.
While the lATSE and the distributor
representatives with whom the local Film
Exchange Employes’ delegates met refused
to make any change in the original classification setup, they have under consideration, the delegates report, a plan to boost
salaries of those who would, under the
present plan receive no increase, a minimum of ten per cent.

Co-op Bid

United Detroit’s Norwest Theatre, Grand
River and Southfield, has teen open a
year this iveek. Special programs were arranged. George Ranshaw is manager of
the house.

(Continued from page 115)
June 21, 1934. How many of the approximately 80 theatres being booked by Co-op,
many of whom also are Allied members,
renewed their contracts together with possibly resigning from Allied this week, as
stated in Richey’s letter to the board, was
not available as Boxoffice went to press.
Brewing

Charlie and Eddie Robinson have taken
over the Savoy from Mortie Meskian.
Ollie Brooks of Butterfield and Jack
Saxe of Monogram are making their annual fishing pilgrimage and vacation trip
up north July 2.

for Months

The current hub-bub has been brewing
many months, but this is the first outward
show of enmity between the two groups
in Allied.

Olive Cox of the Butterfield office is
back from her vacation, while Booker A.
W. Koskie left this week on his rest period.
Meanwhile his lovely secretary. Rose Mary
Bell, is in Los Angeles attending her sorority convention at the Ambassador Hotel. Ethel Hale and Beryl (Obie) O’Brien
of the office staff start vacation days
July 2.

Local observers have known of this dissension. Allied counted among its members exhibitors who booked independently,
and practically all the Co-op members.
Naturally, matters were not so smooth as
they might have been between these two
groups.
In the group opposing Cooperative control of Allied have been Wisper and Wetsman Theatres, who resigned more than a
year ago from Co-op. With them in this
faction, it is said, were Alex Schreiber
and Bill London of Associated Theatres,
aided by several small circuits and exhibitors operating one or two theatres.
With this coming to the surface. Lew
Wisper this week took time out to deny to
Boxoffice

current

rumors

that W.

and

Local filmites last week were recalling
the days years ago when Al Boasherg , Jack
Benny’s script ivriter who died on the coast
last week, loas publicity director for FBO
here.
Hall Burriss was up at Grayling this
week for his favorite pastime — fishing.
Sam Barrett of Co-Op spent the weekend

W.

helping Hal land ’em.
Jake Schreiber received calls last week
for several vaudeville stars playing at the
Michigan and Fox theatres including Bill
Murphy.
Robinson, Harry Holman and “Senator”

were rejoining Co-op. “We are doing nicely
as it is now,” said Wisper, “so why should
we rejoin Cooperative?”

Heads Camera Crew
Detroit — Bernard

Knowles,

former

press

photographer of the Detroit News and
now a veteran GB cinematographer, heads
the cameramen in the new Alfred Hitchfilm, “Coins for Candles,” starring
Nova cock
Pilbeam.

Fred DeLodder, Glen Cross of Battle
Creek and Claud E. Cady of Lansing were
among the Michigan theatre men at the
Braddock-Louis fight in Chicago.
(Continued on page 120)

SEE US ON
MODERNIZING YOUR
THEATRE

KEEP

Buy Your Blower
from McArthur

"Ecstasy" at Carter
Cleveland — “Ecstasy”

is the first foreign

picture under the new policy when the
Carter Theatre reopens Saturday, June 26.
The theatre has been remodeled and has
been air conditioned. The Carter is one
of the houses belonging to the Community Circuit Theatres.
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COOL

McArthur
2501 CASS

AT HENRY

Equipment

DETROIT

Co.

Phone CA 5524
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until Wilkinsrecently
manager WOZNACK,
of the WB Regal,
burg, who was formerly announced as joining the Weiland Theatre, Bellefield district, as manager, is instead at the Weiland, Wilkinsburg.
“Billy” Connelly, president of the local
Entertainers’ Association, is now Mrs. Robert Mer singer, and is honeymooning in
Massachusetts.
Mr. and Mrs. James H. Alexander were
in Detroit this week attending a Shrine
convention.
New telephone operator at the 2Qth-Fox
exchange is Marcella Lavelle.
Mark Goldman and George Wheeler of
GB will attend this company’s sales convention at the St. Moritz Hotel, New York
City, opening July 9.
Mrs. Bessie Goldstein, operator of the
Paramount Theatre, Brighton Road, announces the engagement of her daughter,
Rowena Goldstein, to Dr. Townsend W.
Baer of Pittsburgh. Event will be formally
announced at a house party Sunday evening, June 27. A fall wedding is planned.
Vacationists this week included: Irene
Fisher, Republic; George Ball, 20th-Pox:
Morty Henderson, Harris- William Penn;
John Howley, Harris-Beechview.
Mr. Deitz comes to tovm. When Irving
Dietz makes an appearance here it means
one thing — he is handling a new fight film.
Republic Pictures exchange has added a
new employe to its shipping and poster
department in the person of August Gonlin — Pilmrow’s old friend Augie, in case
you don’t recognize the Gonlin handle.
Edgar Moss, 2Qth-Fox district manager,
was here on business this week with Ira
H. Cohn, branch manager, and C. C. Kellenberg, office manager.
John Notopoulos, son of A. N. Notopoulos, veteran circuit operator of Altoona,
and Miss Katherine Gianakos of Brooklyn,
wil be married June 27. John is a graduate of the University of Virginia and he
has been tutored in the theatre business
at the Olympic, Altoona.
Arthur Braun, formerly assistant manager at the WB Enright, who has been promoted to the position as manager of the
circuit’s Regal Theatre, Wilkinsburg , got
his start at the latter theatre as an usher
when the house was operated by Peter
Nikas and Steve Dascalos. “It’s just like
coming home,” says the young showman.
Israel Roth, operator of the Penn, Penn
Ave., is much improved following a recent
illness, having returned to his home from
a local hospital. His son, Jerome, has been
looking after the theatre for the past
month or so and he’s been doing okay.
Lawrence J. Katz, William Thompson
and Louis Indo, are representing the
operators union at regular conferences
with independent exhibitors.
Art England, Philadelphia representa(Continued on next page)

Variety Club Tourney
Held Despite Downpour
Cleveland — The

INDEPENDENT FILM
TO HAVE FIGHT REEL
Cleveland — Nate

Gerson

and

Harry

Lande, who operate the Independent Film
Service at 308 Film Bldg., have arranged
with Manny Manishor for the Ohio-Kentucky distribution of the Braddock-Louis
championship fight picture.
Independent Film Service has handled
all fight pictures in this territory for the
past three years with marked success. The
basis for their success is that they provide
themselves with plenty of prints so as to
be able to render quick and adequate service.

MOVIE

SWEEPSTAKES
GAINS IN INDIANA

Cleveland — Movie

Sweepstakes,

long

popular theatre business builder in Ohio,
is gaining headway in Indiana, a territory
recently acquired by Warren Irons, who
also controls the Ohio-Kentucky territory.
Among the recent Movie Sweepstakes
contracts acquired by Warren Iron’s organization are the State Theatre, Greenfield, Ind.; the Wallack Theatre, Peru,
Ind., belonging to the Gregory circuit of
Chicago; the Amsterdam, Echo and Grant
theatres, Detroit, and the Globe Theatre,
Columbiana, Ohio.

Dexter Safe Stolen
Detroit — Sam

Brown

is looking

for

a

strong man. All circuses take note! The
reason: The 650-pound safe in the office
of the Dexter Theatre was moved out en
toto last week with all of Saturday’s and
Sunday’s receipts.

first

annual

Variety

Club golf tournament got under way on
Monday at the Beechmont club in spite of
a cloudburst that was the culmination of
three days consecutive downpour. At 1
p. m. the only possible navigation on the
golf course would have been by gondola.
But at 2 p. m. the sun came out and at 3
o’clock,
tee
off. there were 50 members ready to
The fastidiousness of dress that is
usually conspicuous among film folks was
sadly lacking. The 50 brave and loyal
Variety-ites who were determined to make
it an honest-to-goodness golf tournament,
turned their trowsers up to their knees,
turned down their hat brims to ward off
the drizzle, went to work at the game in
earnest. The caddies added novelty to the
occasion by being barefoot.
250 Persons Present
There were 250 members and guests for
the dinner and evening entertainment,
which included keeno, card games and,
through the courtesy of Paramount, a preview of “Hotel Haywire.’’
Prizes were awarded directly after dinner, and the officers of the club publicly
commended the committee in charge of
events for its unprejudiced fairness in their
distribution of the prizes. Only two members of the committee of three and the
club president, were in on the killing. It
is pointed out that Henry Greenberger,
committee chairman, did not receive any
prize at all.
M. B. Horwitz, chief barker, as low net
winner won a Hammond synchronous
clock, presented by National Screen Service. H. Duval won the guest low net prize.
Number one door prize went to J. S.
Jossey, the Bank Night king. His reward
(Continued on page 122)
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tive for Bank Night, joined his brother,
Mort England, local distributor of the cash
game, here on Saturday and they departed for Colorado Springs to attend the annual convention of Affiliated Enterprises,
Inc., now in session.
Elmer Thremhouser, assistant to Elbert
W. Smith, manager of the local Melrose
Theatre, has been so successful in operating Ten-O-Win, NSS’s theatre game, that
he has been called upon to introduce the
contest at several theatres in the territory.
Local Monogram sales staff recently
viewed a screening of a number of the Jam
Handy Picture Service reels which will be
offered to theatres without charge.
Art Levy, Joe Gins, Charlie Kosco, Sid
Sugarman and George Tice are Pittsburgh delegates to the Columbia Pictures
convention in Los Angeles, noio in session.
Howard Addlesberger, manager of Johnny Harris’ Duquesne Garden, is acting as
relief manager for the Harris circuit’s outof-the-city managers on vacation, while
his regular job at the roller skating rink
is being handled by Tom McKee.
Victor Lipman, vacationing from school
duties at Pitt, has rejoined the engineering staff of his brother Herb Lipman’s
sound system manufacturing plant on
Filmrow.

HERE

Pittsburgh — No

date for a forthcoming

special session of the Pennsylvania General Assembly has been set, and although
the recent session adjourned only three
weeks ago, there is much speculation when
the call will be made. Newspapers throughout the state are pointing to various political situations and utterances of Gov.
George H. Earle in endeavoring to establish an approximate date. An August date
has been generally circulated, and this
report has been widely published. Another
report in political circles fixes the date of
a special session of the legislature after
the first of the year, 1938.
Unsigned

Bills

Wait

Democratic leaders are of the opinion
that a special session will not be convened until a year from now. They reason
that the governor should have no trouble
winning a Democratic nomination for the
U. S. Senate and hence there would be no
profit in calling the session before the
primary, which will be held in May. This
seems to be the political logic of the issue.
Meanwhile the final report of the past
regular session has not been made. The
governor has a number of unsigned bills
on his desk which must be acted upon
within 30 days following the adjournment.
Publication of the General Assembly’s final
history record is expected by the second
week in July.

(Continued from page 118)
H. M. Richey has another gold badge —
this one makes him a member of the personal staff of Leon D. Case, secretary of
state.
The marriage of Miss Eddean Downey,
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Frank J. Downey, to Howard Charles Bentley of Detroit will take place Saturday, July 10.
Downey is resident manager of M-G-M.
Charlie Powell continues adding customers. Latest to employ Skillful Screeno are
Harry Hobolth, Imlay City; John Golden
of the Irving Theatre, and Paul Krauss
of the Pastime.
Clarence Schaller, manager of the Clifford Hotel, whose grill and bar is rapidly
becoming the center of Detroit’s film folk,
is positive that RKO’s Ginger Rogers and
Fred Astaire have plenty of fans. Eddie
Loye of the RKO exchange gave Schaller
two large photos of the stars to put on the
Clifford bar-grill walls. They weren’t there
two hours until they were gone, and the
cook reporting that “the man came to fix
the pictures and took them with him.”
Detroit detectives soon found the “man”
who admitted taking the pictures because
he admired the stars so much. The photos
are back in place now, and the man was
not prosecuted for such devotion to his
screen idols.
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THIS
MANNY

WEEK

WE

MEET

PERLSTEIN

Years

With

Screen

Space

The Colonial Theatre at Davenswood,
W. Va., was destroyed by fire Friday night.
The amount of the damage is not yet
known.
J. C. Christian, booker at 2Qth-Fox, is
off on a vacation that will take him to
burg.
Washington, New Richmond and Gettys-

WB

Manny Perlstein has been with the
Cleveland Warner outfit for the past seven
years. He has consistently risen from the
ranks, starting with the statistical department and gradually working into the publicity end of the business via the theatre
route.
He has originated many of the stunts
that have made Warner pictures first page
copy during the past several years, but
what is probably his outstanding effort to
date is his reciprocal tieup with Radio Station WGAR in Cleveland.
Through persistent effort and the proper
approach, he succeeded in selling Ellis
Vanderpyle, in charge of WGAR sales, that
it would be to their mutual advantage to
spot broadcast a 100-word announcement
relating to the current film attraction at
the Warner Hippodrome some four or five
times a day.
for Air Time

These spot broadcasts over WGAR occur only when some prominent radio or
film name is involved in the picture. And

CLEVELAND
(Continued from page 117)

then the station goes for it in a big way.
The spot announcements occur, as a rule,
just prior to the opening of a coast-tocoast hookup, when the air audience is
the largest.
And what does the Radio Station get in
return? It gets a trailer on the Warner
Hippodrome screen, advising the theatre
audience that the star of the picture will
be heard at a specified time over WGAR.
If they were to be paid for, these announcements would be costly. But, as was
stated in the beginning, they are reciprocal. Warner Bros, get the air announcements. WGAR gets the trailers.
Perlstein worked on this plan of reciprocal advertising for several years before
he finally succeeded in putting it over.
A few more

ideas like that and Manny

Perlstein will soon be riding high and
handsome.

SOTUS' MELBA LEASE
GOES TO MAX ARNOLD
Pittsburgh — Melba

ly. Manager Michael Levin had placed most
of the cash in his safe.

W. H. Johns, assistant manager at
Loew’s Stillman, was wearing a limp last
week — result of a strenuous ball game.
Leo Jones, owner and manager of the
Star Theatre, Upper Sandusky, has the
new title of "Daddy.” The Jones family
now consists of Mr., Mrs. and Master Richard Thomas Jones.

June 28, remember, is the date of the testimonial dinner in honor of I. J. Schmertz
in celebration of his 30 consecutive years
of service with the Fox Film Corp.

Theatre,

manager,

Tom Cudmore, son of Ray Cudmore,
manager of Superior Theatre Supply Co.,
was graduated last week from Dennison
University and was one of several hundred
applicants selected to attend lectures of
the Aetna Life Insurance Co. at the home
offices in Hartford.
BOXOFFICE
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Miss Hilda Knoekleman of 20th-Fox is
spending her vacation quietly with her
mother who has just recovered from a serious operation.
Miss Shirley Ripley is vacationing from
20th-Fox. There is a rumor that she is
using part of her time to invest in a
trousseau.

E. W. Freeman and E. L. Keesling of
Freeman and Newbold circuit theatres in
West Virginia visited RKO and other Filmrow offices this week.
William Maeir, president of Mayflower
and Jewel theatres in Troy, O., visited
Filmrow this week, taking the place of
Christian Pfister, secretary of the company,
who is at present in Europe.

At the RKO office five men were absent
on a convention tour to the coast Saturday. They left last Sunday morning and
will be gone for another week. Stanley
Jacques, A1 Sugarman, Joe McKnight, Les
Rosenthal and A1 Kolitz made stopovers
in Dallas, Tex., for a trip to the Exposition.

Lincoln

Ave., has been acquired under long term
lease by Max Arnold.
The young theatre operator is a former
exhibitor at Morgantown, W. Va.
For the past several years the theatre on
Lincoln Ave. was operated by Peter Sotus,
an exhibitor in the Pittsburgh film territory for 32 years. Sotus’ health has been
poor in recent months and he was forced
to withdraw from exhibition.
Arnold states that he will spend six
weeks in remodeling and renovating the
Melba and that when reopened the house
will be newly equipped.

REPORT BLATT BROS.
ANNEX GREENVILLE
Pittsburgh — A. “Mickey”

Frank Drew, M-G-M branch
spent the week in the territory.

piLMROW
enjoyed
the recent
visit of
J. C. (Doc)
Newbold,
of Bramwell,
W. Va. He manages theatres at Bramwell
and Omar, W. Va., and at Stone, Ky.
Mr. and Mrs. Henry Zieverink are sending out invitations to the marriage of their
daughter, Alberta, at United Features. Miss
Zieverink is marrying J. Robert Schoeny
June 22.

•pHIS, just in case there is anybody in the
Cleveland territory who doesn’t know
him, is Manny Perlstein of Warner Bros.
He has recently been appointed assistant exploitation and publicity manager by
Zone Manager Nat Wolf as successor to
Mort Goodman who has been promoted to
the Warner West Coast publicity and advertising department.
Seven

CIMCIIIMWATII

M-G-M’ s Olga Thelen is vacationing in
the south.

W. B. Urling of Urling and Davis circuit
visited the Row. This circuit operates theatres in Cincinnati and Pittsburgh. Also
J.
L.
Hatcher
of Ohio Theatre, Zenia, visited.
Ed Deitz, the new Grand National salesfor the Kentucky territory, has been successful in closing deals for 1937-38 prod-

(Continued on next page)

COOL

VALANCES

Sleissinger was

preparing this week to withdraw from exhibition at Greenville, Pa., with a report
that the Blatt Bros, would acquire the
Mercer Square and Main theatres. At press
time a transfer had not been confirmed by
the Blatts.
A new theatre is under construction at
Greenville for L. C. Haughton and P. V.
McKay, exhibitors at Franklin and Grove
City, Pa., and Montgomery, W. Va.

FLAGS

& BANNERS

LIBERMAN
502 Film Bldg.

Cleveland
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HARTMAN RAMBLERS
ON PERSONAL TOUR

Variety Tourney
(Continued from page 119)

Pittsburgh — Dick

was a roulette wheel and a set of poker
chips, presented by Ohio Villa, night club.
The prizes were:
1
„
2

Berio

Vending-

Uindowcratt

„
3
4
5
6
I

Machine,

Valance
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PITT WEDDINGS
ATTRACT FILMITES

Pittsburgh — Numerous

exhibitors

and

distributors were among the hundreds
present Sunday evening at two weddings
here. First wedding was at Adath Jeshurun Congregation where Edwin Paskoff
and Mirian Alderman took the vows. Bride
is the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Peter Alderman, former city theatre operators.
Later in the evening at Webster Hall,
Abe Rottenstein, West Aliquippa exhibitor, and Pearl Annette Gordon were married. Louis Rottenstein, brother of the
groom and an exhibitor at Cambridge
Springs, served as best man. Abe and his
wife are honeymooning in New York state.

Visiting Monogram
Pittsburgh — E. B. Derr, producer

of the

Crescent Pictures’ historical dramas starring Tom Keene, and Bernard Moriarty,
vice-president of the company, were visitors here Wednesday with D. J. Selznick,
manager of Monogram Pictures exchange.
Derr and Moriarty were en route to New
York in connection with their plans for
new season product.

Coyle Installs Cooling
Charleroi,

Pa. — Carrier

air conditioning

equipment is being installed at the Coyle
Theatre here by the Dravo Corp. of Pittsburgh. Robert S. Coyle, local showman,
states that the system will be in operation
the first of July.
122
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his

Tennessee Ramblers, who have appeared
in Republic’s “Ride, Ranger, Ride’’ and
“Yodelin’ Kid From Pine Ridge,’’ both Gene
Autry musical westerns, are being booked
for personal appearances here by the Republic exchange. Tennessee Ramblers on
Tuesday inaugurated a schedule of two
morning broadcasts daily from a local radio
station.

nets. He
hooker.

was formerly

with M-G-M

as

Mary McHugh, formerly with 20th-Fox,
has joined Republic as a booker.

Hartman’s boys viewed “Yodelin’ Kid
Prom Pine Ridge’’ for the first time this
week. They will make further picture appearances with Gene Autry.

Elmer Fritz, operating Lyric and Clifford
theatres at Urhana, O., has remodeled
both theatres and installed cooling plants
. . . Mrs. M. Lively, operating the Rialto
and Margaret theatres in Huntington, W.
Va., has also installed a new air cooling
system.

DIETZ AND JOSACK
HANDLE FIGHT FILMS

N. Nally of the Lyric in Nitro, W. Va.,
visited Pilmrow. Other visitors were Dan
Guhila of the Strand in Cambridge, Bill
Meyerstres in of
the O.
Mayflower and Jewel theaTroy,

Pittsburgh

— Irving

Dietz

and

George

“B” Josack are distributing the BraddockLouis fight films here, having made their
headquarters at the Monogram Pictures,
Inc., exchange. Exhibitor interest was unusually favorable and numerous deals were
concluded Wednesday, with practically every circuit having made booking arrangements and with the picture booked into all
key cities in the territory.

The

Fifth Annual

Bookers

Drive

for

shorts began June 5 at Warner’s and will
end on August 28.

The Warner Club held a hamburger fry
at Mt. Airy Forest on Tuesday. The party
was arranged by Yarrow Miller, president
of this employes club at Warner’s, and
by George Baumeyer,
tertainment committee.chairman of the en-

Stands

cigarette

Chemical Mfg. Co... Women's
Beauty Kit
ii
Setron Printing Co
Golf balls
34 Filmack Trailer Co
Golf Balls
Because of the success of this tournam
ent, it was
Skfki
cum

TWO

Hartman

CINCINNATI

Lottery Charge Dismissed
Pittsburgh

— A

lottery charge

in con-

nection with the operation of Bank Night
at the Roosevelt Theatre, Elkins, W. Va.,
was dismissed when Sol Goldberg, operator of the theatre, was found not guilty
as charged in Randolph county court, the
Elkins exhibitor stated while here booking
new attractions this week.

Daughter to Stahls
Cincinnati — A

daughter

was

born

here

Sunday evening to Mr. and Mrs. Max
Stahl. Stahl, local manager for United
Artists, returned here from a New York
convention just before the child was born.
Mrs. Stahl is the former Estelle Goldberg,
long identified with the United Artists exchange in Cleveland.

Clevelanders at Fight
Cleveland — Local

film

folks who

Bulow's House Damaged
Mich. — The

heavy

rain

and

windstorm which swept Michigan last Sunday caused considerable damage to the
Brooklyn Theatre here operated by Glenn
Bulow. The house was closed for several
days for repairs.
BURNS-ALLEN

RKO FILM

Hollywood — Paramount

has

A Paramount

loaned

George Burns and Grade Allen to RKO, to
appear in supporting roles in Fred Astaire’s solo starrer, “A Damsel in DisJuly. tress,” which goes into production early in

Hecker

regional meeting with rep-

resentatives from Pittsburgh, Columbus,
Cleveland, Philadelphia present was called
for Friday, Saturday and Sunday at the
Netherland Plaza.
Jack Kendall, formerly manager of Vitagraph, is traveling in Kentucky for Big
Features . . . Miss Aileen Steinhauer of
Paramount is vacationing.

The many friends of Don Duff, head
booker for Big Features, will be happy to
know that he is back feeling much better.
Duff is back at work again after an absence of a month during which time he underwent an appendix operation. John Dugan, formerly of the Hippodrome in Springsistant.
field, O., has just been appointed Duff’s asHelen

went

to Chicago for the Braddock-Louis fight
included Nat Holt, RKO Great Lakes division manager; Saul Bragin, head booker for
the Warner theatres in this zone, and Julius Lamm, manager of Warner’s Uptown
Theatre.

Brooklyn,

Walter McLay, Irene and Deddy
are on Warner’s vacation list.

Cain, who

is assistant to Joe

Getz, booker for RKO, was married Saturday,
ington,June
Ky. 19, to Harry Bohman of Cov-

The formal opening of Monogram at
1634 Central Parkway took place last Monday. Mr. Onie kept open house.

PITT BOWLING PLANS
SET FOR NEXT SEASON
Pittsburgh — New

Club

Bowling

Alleys,

20 McMasters Way, in the heart of downtown Pittsburgh, again has been selected
and reserved for the 1937-1938 season by
the Filmrow Bowling League. It is expected that the league will have eight
teams in the field and a schedule of 28
weeks or more will be arranged.
Filmrow nights will be Fridays, as in the
past, with eight alleys reserved on the third
floor for 8:30 o’clock.
BOXOFFICE
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END SKODMS BANKRUPTCY ACTION
PARAMOUNT WESTERN
MEETING IN CHICAGO

Wisconsin Circuit
Tax Bill in Hopper
Madison,

Wis. — Sponsored

by Allied

in

its added campaign based on the recent
Louisiana chain tax decision, a bill to place
a stiff occupational tax on operators of
theatre chains has been introduced into
the Wisconsin state assembly here by Assemblyman John Grobschmidt.
The bill is said to have already received
favorable informal consideration by a number of the members of the assembly.
According to the bill’s provisions, all
theatres in chains of two or more houses,
whether producer-owned or unaffiliated,
would be taxed on a basis of seating capacity and in accordance with how many
houses in the circuit. The tax on each
seat in chains of two to five houses would
be five cents. The seat tax on chains of
from six to ten houses would be ten cents
per seat. Where a chain would include
between 10 and 500 houses, whether located
in the state or not, the tax would increase
progressively at a rate of five cents per
seat for each five houses. On chains of
500 or more theatres, the tax would be $5
per seat for the entire circuit.
The Wisconsin assembly already has
passed the Allied divorce bill outlawing the
ownership of theatres by producer or distributors.

FRANCHISE MUSIC TAX
IN Wise. JUMPS 20%
Madison,

Wis. — The

franchise

tax

on

music brokers was increased from five to
25 per cent of their gross business in Wisconsin under terms of an amendment to
the present law, which became effective
June 18 with its publication.
Investigators for such persons are subject to an annual license fee of $20, but
the fee and franchise tax does not apply
to composers. Violators are subject to a
fine ranging from $200 to $500.

Chicago — Under

the guidance

of Charles

A. Reagan, western division sales manager,
80 men from the three midwestern districts
of Paramount met in regional sales convention last Friday and Saturday at the
Palmer House, Chicago, to discuss production and sales policies for 1937-38 season.
Besides Reagan, among the executives
present were Alec Moss, assistant chief of
the advertising and exploitation department, and Don Velde, ad sales head, both
from the home office, and district managers Allen Usher of Chicago, Ralph LiBeau of Kansas City, and Ben Blotchy of
Minneapolis.
In attendance at the meeting were
branch managers, salesmen, bookers and
accessory salesmen. The managers present from the ten offices were: Jim Donohue, Chicago; John Howard, Detroit; Walter Wiens, Milwaukee; Barney Barnard,
Indianapolis; Joe Manfre, Kansas City;
Ray Copeland, Des Moines; Ted Mendenhall, Omaha; Morris Schweitzer, St. Louis;
A1 Anderson, Sioux Falls; and Blotchy,
who also is Minneapolis branch manager.
The meeting was celebrated with a group
dinner on Friday night at the Chez Paree.

RKO Honors Eight
Los Angeles — Introduction by Jules Levy,
general sales manager for RKO, of the
following salesmen as new members of the
100 per cent club was made

From
Sam
Louis
From

at the com-

pany’s convention held here last week:
Chicago — R. V. Nolan, J. J. Clark,
Gorelick and R. Egner. From St.
— H. D. Levy and M. A. Raymon.
Wisconsin — H. E. Kahn and O. Knox.

Theatre Lease Okayed
Milwaukee

— A

ten-year

lease

of

the

Capitol Theatre, Madison, to the Saxe
theatre interests was approved in circuit
court here June 17. The Saxe interests
had offered $570,000 against $655,000 by
the Fox-Madison Theatre Corp.

CENTRAL EDITION Is One of the Seven Sectional Editions
in Which BOXOFFICE Is Published Weekly. The Other
Six Editions Are: NEW ENGLAND, MIDEAST, MIDWEST,
WESTERN, SOUTHERN, EASTERN.

Approximately 6%% Paid
on General Claims
of $4,64L355
St. Louis — Finis

has

been

written

for

the Skouras Bros. Enterprises, Inc., bankruptcy proceedings with the payment of
the first and final dividend of approximately 6y2 per cent on the general claims of
$4,641,355 with the approval June 21 by
Referee in Bankruptcy Hope. The lone
dividend amounts to $303,451, and was
made possible through the sale some time
ago of the principal assets of the company,
a 52 per cent interest in the St. Louis
Amusement Co., the West End Lyric Theatre property and stock in other local
amusement enterprises to the ^Bondholders
Protective
erties Corp.Committee of the Central PropAs a result of the purchase of the assets
by the principal creditor, the holders of
$4,386,746 in bonds, the payment of the
final dividend is more or less of a “paper”
transaction according to Bankruptcy Trustee Nelson Cunliff. About 90 per cent of
the dividend will go to the Bondholders
Protective Committee.
Warner

Second

Largest

Creditor

The second largest general creditor is
Warner Bros. Pictures Inc., with a claim
for $96,946. The balance of the general
claims are in comparatively small amounts.
Some time ago the prior or preferred
claims were paid, and included $3,750 in
federal taxes, $1,000 in state, school and
city taxes; $1,000 to the Union Electric
Light & Power Co., and $11,000 to Former
Attorney General Jesse W. Barrett and
Walter Nohl, who were receivers in a preceding receivership action, and to their
attorney, Harry Rooks. Attorneys for the
bankruptcy company were paid $3,500.
Through their purchase of the 52 per
cent stock in the St. Louis Amusement Co.
the Bondholders Protective Committe now
control that chain of 22 neighborhood
houses, which is managed for them by the
Fanchon & Marco interests, they also have
the West End Lyric Theatre in its entirety
and a substantial stock interest in the
Down Town Lyric, the Capitol Theatre and
(Continued on page 129)
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St. Louis Friends Planning
Dinner for C. E. Kurtzman
St. Louis — The

many

friends

here

Active

in Warner

Oscar Baumann has installed a new airconditioning system in his Classic Theatre
at Watertown.

of

Charles E. Kurtzman, head of the Kurtzman Agency, Inc., Ambassador Theatre
Building, who plans to remove to New York
City about July 1, are planning a testimonial dinner in his honor as an expression of regret that he is leaving the local
film colony. The details have not been
announced by the informal committee in
charge of the affair, but a widespread response is anticipated from not only those
along Pilmrow, but also from the owners
and managers and working forces of various picture theatres hereabouts including
many not under the Fanchon & Marco
banner.
As has been announced, Charley has sold
his stock in the Kurtzman Agency and also
in various corporations interested in the
local F. & M. theatres, and is completely
severing his business association with
Harry E. Arthur jr., head of the F. & M.
theatre organization. However, he is leaving Harry on a vei-y friendly basis.
Was

pRED J. HANKE has installed a new airconditioning system in his Lyric Theatre here and is contemplating the installation of a new front.

Trial

It will be recalled that during the troublesome days that marked the conflict of
the Fanchon & Marco interests with Warner Bros. Pictures, Inc., Paramount and
RKO, Kurtzman with Harry E. Greenman,
former manager of the Fox Theatre at
Grand and Washington boulevards, were
very important cogs in Harry Arthur’s
board of strategy in the operation of the
Fox, Ambassador and Missouri theatres in
the face of most adverse handicaps, with
Harry Koplar, veteran local motion picture exhibitor, apparently much in the
background. But with the coming of peace
to the local film colony Koplar has been
in the ascendency while first Greenman
and now Kurtzman moved into more or
less total eclipse. So that today in the
absence of Harry E. Arthur from St. Louis
— which is often due to his important
duties in New York City— Koplar is the
most dominant figure in the local exhibition world. For which he is entitled to
some credit figuring back to the days of
his original tent show in the vicinity of
Fifteenth and Montgomery streets.

Stanley Gross, manager of the Rio Theatre at Appleton, reported the burglary of
approximately $15 in pennies from the
theatre office.

Many Towns Want
"Good Earth" Buffalo
New

York — The

countrywide

tour

Owen McKivitt, manager of Warner’s
Venetian Theatre, Racine, has returned
from a vacation in Hollywood with Mrs.
McKivitt.

of

M-G-M’s Chinese water buffalo, which was
started in the larger key cities as an exploitation tieup for “The Good Earth,” is
proving so successful that exhibitors in
smaller towns are taking an interest and

The canopy of the Palace Theatre
Antigo is being redecorated.

M. & M. Enterprises, operators of the
Majestic at Rhinelander, ^recently reopened
their remodeled State Theatre there.

asking for dates for the beast’s visit. The
latest itinerary, covering towns in Missouri,
Illinois and Kansas, is as follows:

Fox’s Garden, downtown local house, is
now showing action pictures with two program changes a week at a straight 25 -cent
admission. The circuit’s Downer, neighborhood house, after several weeks of single
features, has returned to double features.

June 28, Illinois Theatre, Centralia, 111.; Plaza
Theatre, Mt. Vernon, 111.; Capitol Theatre, Benton,
111.; June 29, Strand Theatre, W. Frankfort, 111.;
Orpheum
Theatre, Marion, 111.; Gem Theatre. Carbondale. III., and Hippodrome
Theatre, Murphysboro. 111.; June 30, Broadway
Theatre, Cape Girardeau, Mo.; Mercier Theatre, Frederickton, Mo.,
and Roseland Theatre, Flat River. Mo.
July 1, Jefferson Theatre, Desoto. Mo.; Miller
Theatre, Festus, Mo., and Calvin Theatre. Washington. Mo.; July 2, Capitol Theatre, Jefferson City,
Mo.; Liberty Theatre, Sedalia, Mo.; July 3, Star
Theatre, AVarrensburg, Mo.; Opera House, Butler,
Mo., and Star Theatre, Nevada,
Mo.; July 5,
Midland Theatre, Pittsburgh, Kas. ; Orpheum Theatre, Parsons, Kas., and Beldorf Theatre, Independence, Kas.; July 6, Clock Theatre, Neodesha,

A loving cup donated by Fredric March
to the alumnus of the University of Wisconsin securing the largest number of
members to the Wisconsin Alumni association during its Diamond Jubilee anniversary went unclaimed when no one attempted to win it. March is a graduate of the
University.

Kas.; People’s Theatre, Chanute, Kas., and lola
Theatre, lola, Kas.; July 7, Temple Theatre, Yates
Center, Kas.; Newks
Theatre, Burlington, Kas.,
and
Granada
Theatre, Emporia, Kas.; July 8,
Jayhawk Theatre, Topeka, Kas.; Granada Theatre,
Lawrence, Kas., and Granada Theatre Kansas City,
Kas.; July 9, Missouri Theatre, St. Joseph, Mo.,
and Ritz Theatre. Cameron, Mo.; July 10, Sosna
Theatre, Manhattan. Kas.; July 12, U. S. Army
Post, Fort Riley, Kas.; Kaw
Theatre, Junction
City, Kas., and Plaza Theatre. Abilene, Kas.

DES
New

Atlantic Plans Two
New

York

— Atlantic

Film

at

MOINES

York — Des

STILL FIRST
Moines

retains

first

place in the standing of Monogram exchanges in the sixth week of the company’s
nine week sales drive, according to Edward Golden, sales manager. Branches
which have improved their standing in the
lineup are Washington, Portland, Ore.,
Philadelphia, Milwaukee, Cleveland, Atlanta, Boston and Chicago.

Productions,

which produced “Thunder in the City”
for Columbia release, plans two new productions, one in Technicolor. The films
will be made in England and released in
the United States, with distribution not set.

DO YOU NEED A DLOWER THIS SUMMER?
DRAND NEW DLOWERS

ORPHEUM AT OTTAWA
INSTALLS NEW SOUND
Ottawa,

III. — The

Midwest

With "V" Belt and Pulleys
—

Theatre

Supply Co. of Chicago has been awarded a
contract by the Gregory circuit to install
in the Orpheum Theatre here the latest
type of Ultraphone-Jewell sound equipment. The house will open about July 1.
The general contractors on the two-story
and basement structure was Eickelkraut
Bros, of Ottawa, 111. The house complete
will cost about $150,000 and be among the
finest in that section of the state.
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J)AVE ROSS of the local Metro office who
figured prominently in charges of misconduct toward Patricia Douglas of Hollywood during a party given for delegates to
the M-G-M convention at the Hal Roach
ranch on the coast on the night of May 5,
is now the recipient of much congratulatory conversation following the clean bill
of health rendered by a grand jury out
there. Since the charges were first brought
out by District Attorney Huron Fitts, Dave
has consistently maintained that he attended the party along with everybody else
at the convention and at no time was
either alone with Miss Douglas or in any
compromising spot whatever. And to prove
his sincerity, at the time the grand jury
met on the case, Dave went out there of
his own volition and told those sitting in
judgment that he had met and danced
with Miss Douglas, but left early and was
in his hotel room at the time the alleged
attack took place. His straightforward
narration in the face of contradictory
stories told by the plaintiff won him a “no
bill” acquittal, and now Dave is happy, and
so are all his Filmrow friends.

OPEN SHENANDOAH
ALTERATION BIDDING

Conservative Wins
Broadcasting Post

St. Louis — The St. Louis Amusement Co.
will take bids on alterations and improvements to the Shenandoah Theatre. Plans
and specifications for the work are being
prepared by W. J. Schlesinger, 6340 Southwood Ave. New stairways, toilet rooms and
other interior alterations are to be made.
As has been announced, the Shenandoah is
one of the five theatre that will be managed by Ansell Bros, in connection with
the recent merger of the local theatrical
interests of Fanchon & Marco with the
Ansell circuit. The others are the Ritz,
now undergoing extensive improvements;
the Empress, Tivoli and Varsity.

Chicago — If

Ed

Craney

of

Station

KGI

of Butte, Mont., had succeeded in being
elected president of the National Association of Broadcasters, in convention at the
Sherman Hotel, Chicago, on June 21-2223, the matter of Ascap would probably
have come into considerable prominence.
Craney, known to be militant against
the American Society of Composers, Authors and Publishers, was defeated by John
Elmer of WCBM, Baltimore, the nominee
of conservative ticket.

Believe It, or Not
THESE
ARE

Congratulations to Sinuel Roberts of the
California and White Palace theatre, and
his wife who last , week presented him with
a second son. Born in Grant Hospital
last Friday, June 18, the new baby weighed
eight pounds and 13 ounces. Mother and
child are reported to be doing extremely
well, and with the previous experience of

TWO

THE SAME

PERSON

fatherhood behind him, Sinuel isn’t doing
so bad either.

If that new building now being erected
at 13th and Wabash for Universal, United
Artists and Columbia doesn’t hurry and get
itself completed, the tenants might find
that they are decidedly unpopular with
their neighbors. Right now the echo of
those pneumatic drills is reverberating so
strongly through the Warner building next
door that you can’t hear yourself think —
and all its occupants are cussing the coming tenants plenty.
That

trailer tieup with American

Here
If you

solution of your
There

BOXOFFICE

or postponed

to retain those

tomers before old Sol "Hot

the

act now!
extra cus-

Weather"

claims

them. Don't wait! Wire or telephone the office
listed below which is in your territory. We are
in a position to give speedy,

prompt

cient service on ventilating equipment
it be just a fan or a complete
system.

and

effi-

whether

air conditioning

Act now!

Well Stocked Stores Ever Ready to Serve You:
CHICAGO— 825
Phone:

THEATRE
That picture, “Gambling With Lives,”
under which title the local theatres prefer
to advertise it, is the same “Gambling With
Souls” which is distributed in this territory through Superior Pictures and which
is doing such a terrific business for all the
circuits, including Balaban & Katz, Essan( Continued on page 128)

t

delayed

ventilating problem,

is still time

Can

Co. on the exploitation of "Wake Up and
Live” is the work of Arthur Stern of the
local National Screen Office. Through the
courtesy of the Ben Bernie sponsors, the
trailer is offered free to theatres all over
the country to be used as a teaser in advance of their regular advertising of the
picture. Containing but a bare speck of
commercial advertising, the trailer is a
spoken continuity by the Old Maestro himself plugging the coming of the picture.
Stern arranged all the details of its production and distribution. The trailer is
available to exhibitors everywhere free of
charge through only the Chicago office of
National Screen Service.

have

lies the difference
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MODERNIZE
YOUR
THEATRE
NOW
PUBLISHED

IN THE

INTEREST

OF

THE

THEATRE

INDUSTRY

DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENTS
THESE
OUR

"Leadership"

offer to the Exhibitor

WILL

STEP AHEAD — BUY
MOTIOGRAPH

POLICY

to the word
live uprespect.
To every
2 in
2 To

BARGAINS

only the

'products of such manufacturers who
are acknowledged leaders in their
field.

BETTER

The Motiograph Model "K” Projector
marks Motiograph's courage to depart
from the conventional and antiquated
and

come forth with
standing projector.

EXPLODE

America's

PRICES ON QUALITY MERCHANDISE

Exhibitors: Don't fail to take advantage
of the bargains that we have made possible through our extensive organization. We are agents for world renown

out-

products,
0 To render a complete service, to the
Exhibitor, of a standard second to
none and at a price commensurate
with unquestionable quality.

DA-LITE, BAUSCH & LOME, etc.
Due to the extremely low prices
we

A SPECIAL

such as, GOLDE, MOTIOGRAPH, BRENKERT, IDEAL,

have

made

possible

in this

ad we were compelled to place a time
limit on some of the items which were

ON SLIDE

heretofore

PROJECTORS

never

sold under

establish-

ed list prices. Don't fail to place your
orders before the time limit is up.

The GoldE Steropton in either the 500
watt or the 1,000 watt sizes which list
respectively

at $23.00 and

lamps, are available

$35.00, less

through

us at the

special prices shown

below.

become

wherever

a standard

GoldE

has

SCHOOL'S OUT! SEATS
WILL NEED REPAIRS

steriop-

ticons are specified. Don't miss this exceptional offer!

Prepare
Write today for descriptive literature.
Eind out how economical it is to put
your theatre out of the twenty-year-ago
class.

CHROME
Well

END TABLES

500 watt complete with lamp

$19.95

1,000 watt complete with lamp

$31.95

This offer good for 30 days.

most

for the

economical

special Mohair

inevitable

means.

backed

Use our

Leatherette

and

special Eabri-glue. Cut a piece of leath-

or cut and

to any lobby — two
sizes.

PRICE

and

yourself

of seat repairing with the best

erette large enough

constructed

— chromium plated tubular tables
— A modern touch

SPECIAL

problem

apply

to cover

the tear

with Eabri-glue.

SPECIAL

PRICE

Leatherette, per yd.
SPECIAL
21 inch high
30 inch high

PRICE
$7.27
$8.62

Fabri-glue, per can

$1.15

$1.10

AMERICA'S

LARGEST

AND

MOST

FAST DEPENDABLE
SERVICE
ON ALL MAIL
ORDERS
BY JOE GOLDBERG,

INC., 823 SOUTH

WABASH

AVE., CHICAGO

WE LEAD THE FIELD AGAIN
SUBSTANTIATING
RELIABLE - DEPENDABLE
MOTOR CHANGEOVERS
excel in the follow-

ing points: Continuous
Rugged

Torque

Motor —

Construction — Instant Change-

over— Quiet

in operation — Unit

struction — No

maintenance

Action — Large

Opening

— Perfect De-

sign.

TIME

OFFERED

us on any remodeling you anticipate. At the present time we have

EVER

TO EXHIBITORS

18-inch Cast Aluminum

ten jobs under construction. Our expert men will answer all inquiries. No
job too small — no job too large.

Magazines

Con-

— Postive

“LEADERSHIP ’’
FIRST

LET US REMODEL YOUR
THEATRE NOW
Consult

Forest changeovers

THE WORD

An

NOW .... REWIND
AUTOMATICALLY

inovation

there are

no

magazines,

The chance to go modern and discard worn
out rewinds or replace hand style rewinds.
GoldE Model H automatic enclosed motor
rewind — List price $70.00 — see our price
below. The latest type with lower ratio
pulleys preventing flapping and torn film
ends on 2,0000 foot reels.

towards
screws

safer operation:
to work

brackets,

and

loose —

hinges

are

one piece cast aluminum — deeper than
any

magazines

the market,

ever before placed

assuring

on

safer operation

with 2,000 foot reels — reels will not rattle or jam causing film breakage — eliminating stops and
in reel alarm

danger

of fire — built

bearing — correctly engi-

neered throughout — a better magazine
at a
TWO
OF

SPECIAL
Complete

armor

PRICE

with motor

$47.50

Flameproof — Flat White, per sq. ft. 25c
Flameproof — Seamless silver, per
per sq. ft
55c

design — accessible for wiring.

36% OFF

per pair
Foot Switches

COMPLETE

$75.00

MOTIOGRAPH AND
PLEX PARTS

THEATRE

SPECIAL

PRICE

Per Pair

ON
Including

PAIR.

The Finest Screen Made

clad,

unbreakable, mercury tube. Positive, sure, instant
contact, perfect

Changeovers,

ONE

This offer good for 30 days

MERCURY
FOOT
SWITCHES
With

price you can't afford to pass.
PAIR AT LESS THAN THE PRICE

SIM-

SUPPLY

$50.00

Complete with upper shaft, less lower
takeup. This offer good for 30 days.

HOUSE

17 UA Exchanges
at Chicago Parley
Chicago — In

addition

to the

local and

home office contingents present at United
Artists western regional sales conference
held at the Palmer House here last Thursday to Saturday, were delegates from the
exchange centers of Denver, Kansas City,
Milwaukee, Minneapolis, Omaha, Los Angeles, St. Louis, Salt Lake City, San Francisco, Seattle and the six Canadian centers of Toronto, Calgary, Montreal, St.
John, Vancouver and Winnipeg.
Home office delegates included George
J. Schaefer, vice-president and general
manager; A. W. Smith jr., general sales
manager; Jack Schlaifer, western division
manager; Monroe W. Greenthal, director
of advertising and publicity; Rodney Bush,
Wanger western representative; Harry D.
Buckley, vice-president; James A. Mulvey,
Goldwyn vice-president; Lowell Calvert
Selznick western representative; Hal Horne,
associate producer for Walter Wanger;
Emanuel Silverstone and Morris Helprin,
Alexander Korda’s representatives in this
country; Seymour Poe, assistant to Jack
Schlaifer; Nat Thompson and Charles
Steele.
The western sales group included Ben
Fish, far-west manager; Haskell Masters,
Canadian district manager, and Jack Goldhar, midwest manager.
From the Chicago exchange were Irving
Schlank, T. C. Montgomery, Frank Young,
Benjamin Eisenberg, J. E. Armgardt and
Nat Nathanson.
From Denver: A1 Hoffman, Earl Collins,
Fred Lind and D. Nathanson. From Detroit: Morris Dudelson, E. P. Pickier, S. J.
Robbins and I. Weingarden. From Kansas
City: W. E. Truog, J. T. Graham, O. O.
Flake and G. I. Bradford. From Los Angeles: E. W. MacLean, Guy Gunderson,
Frederic Gage and Kenneth MacKaig.
From Milwaukee: J. S. Abrose, Noe
Provencher, Leon Weingarden. From Minneapolis: R. S. Cramblett, R. J. Wylie, F.
Eisenberg, C. J. Chouinard and F. J. Kaiser. From Omaha: D. V. McLucas, H. R.
Barker, D. J. McCarthy, Ed Rostermundt
and J. E. Schlank. From St. Louis: William Feldstein, James Greig, F. H. Rudolph
and E. A. Ashkins.
From Salt Lake City: R. J. Cadman,
W. K. Millar, Joe Solomon and E. M. Gibson. From San Francisco: D. J. McNerney, O. H. Watson, Paul Bush and A. Hartford. From Seattle: Guy F. Navarre, A. H.
Kloepper, Jack O’Bryan and F. M. Higgins.
From Canada: Sam Glazer and D. Axler of Toronto, A. Feinstein of Calgary,
A. J. Jeffrey of Montreal, C. S. Chaplin
of St. John, Sam Nagler of Vancouver,
Dave Griesdorf and V. Rackow of Winnipeg.

Separate "Wind" United
Pacts
Artists

Chicago — At the western

convention June 17-18, Monroe Greenthal,
general advertising and publicity director,
stated that the five David O. Selznick productions announced did not include “Gone
With the Wind.”
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CONTRACTS AWARDED
FOR NEW FOX HOUSE
Mount

Vernon,

III. — The

general

con-

tract for the construction of the new
Fox Midwest Theatres, Inc., here has
been awarded to Walter N. Atkinson, 114
North Johnson Ave., Mount Vernon, and
work will be started immediately. The
mechanical and equipment contracts will
be awarded later, according to an announcement by the architect, Robert Boiler, 7332 Brooklyn Ave., Kansas City, Mo.
The new building, when completed, will
be among the finest motion picture theatres in southern Illinois. The structure
wil be two stories in height and about 79
by 182 feet. It will be of fireproof construction throughout, reinforced concrete,
steel, brick and terra cotta being used. It
will have about 1,200 seats while the sound
picture equipment and air-conditioning
systems will be of the very latest types.
The building will also include shops on
the first floor adjoining the theatre entrance and lobby, while the second floor is
to include a number of office rooms.

MERCIER REMODELING
HIS PALACE THEATRE
Fredericktown,

Mo. — L.

A.

Mercier,

owner of the Palace Theatre here, has announced extensive alterations and improvements for that house. The plans and specifications were completed a few days ago
by Robert Boiler, architect, 7332 Brooklyn
Ave., Kansas City, Mo., and bids will be
taken from contractors at a very early
date.
The proposed work will include complete
interior alterations and a new front for
the one-story, 44 by 95 foot building. Brick,
steel, concrete, fibre board interior finish,
lathing, plastering, structural glass, hardboard and stucco front; marquee, lighting
fixtures, seats and interior furnishings are
provided for by the plans. The cost of
the proposed work has not been estimated.

gID JOHNSON, poster artist for Loew’s
Theatre, plans to enter Desloge Hospital on June 22 for a tonsillotomy. He
hopes to be back at his drawing board
within a few days.
Mrs. Eve Espy, wife of Cullen Espy, West
Coast theatre executive, was a local visitor
of the past week.

(Continued from page 125)

ess. Great States, Frisina, Gregory, Fox
Wisconsin and just about all the rest of
them.
The Englands of Pittsburgh were among
us for a couple of days last week. Specifically, that means Mort and Art England
who have the Bank Night franchise in the
Pittsburgh and Philadelphia territories and
loho have made such a big success with it.
They stopped off here en route to the Bank
Night convention Friday in Colorado
Springs.

The Chicago offices of U. S. Air Conditioning Corp. has been moved back to the
former location at 1303 So. Michigan,
where Archie Feinberg and G. P. Lennartz
will henceforth hang their hats.
Harry Nepo of the Lindy Theatre on
West Madison says that his “Lindy Boosters” are a good piece of institutional promotion. He’s got a pretty fancy aggregation of soft-ball players on the team and
they play just about every night on the
Stadium lot. P. s.: They also win a lot
of games.

Bernie Barr is now in charge of the poster room for Capitol Film Exchange.
“The Hit Parade,” Republic picture
which features Phil Regan and Francis
Langford, along with a whole flock of highpowered radio personalities and the bands
of Duke Ellington, Carl Hoff and Eddie
Duchin, has been booked solid by the entire Balaban & Katz circuit, including the
“A” houses, the Uptown, Marbro and Tivoli
following its recent successful first run at
the RKO Palace.

We understand the boys of RKO like to
spend their food and refreshment time
'and dough) at Gibby’s Ogden Club and
Grill at 192 N. Clark St. where the gracious
Gibby himself plays personal host to them
as well as to a number of other film and
theatre personalities.
Just by way of a slight change in the
batting order, the members of CAPA, their
wives, sweethearts and what have you indulged in a scavenger hunt recently. Starting from the clubrooms in the Sherman
Hotel, groups of four went out in cars to
bring in all possible items on a list o/ 17
things, all of which were intended to he as
nearly impossible to obtain as could be.

EXCLUSIVE

Percy Barr, formerly with the National
Screen Service in Indianapolis, Ind., has
been added to the local sales staff of that
company.

DISTRIBUTORS

Entire Middle

James E. Harris, publicity and advertising expert for Loew’s, proved equally expert at golf Friday, June 18, when he
made a hole-in-one on the third hole at
Triple A Country Club in Forest Park. He
used an eight-iron in making the shot.
Tony Matrese and Dr. Jack Ivers witnessed
the shot and made the customary affidavits
of authenticity, etc.

JEWEL
8.11 S. Wabash

West

PRODUCTIONS
CHICAGO

BOXOFFICE

Phone:

Webster

7335
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Close Skouras Action
(Continued from page 123)

and William P. TilJJRNEST L. MILLER
ley of Brazil, Ind., owners and operators
of the new Cinema Theatre, Indianapolis’
newest neighborhood theatre at 16th and
Delaware Sts., held their formal opening
June 27. Both Miller and Tilley are well
known in the motion picture industry in
Indiana. Miller, who will manage the
house, has been in the theatre business in
Brazil for the past six years, and is a past
president of the Associated Theatre Owners of Indiana. Tilley is associated with
the Beverly Theatre in Brazil and the Capitol Theatre in Clinton.
H. E. Hart, operator of the Court and
Smart theatres, Auburn, Ind., was severely
bitten by a dog and narrowly escaped
rabies.
The Paramount salesforce including R.
W. Baker, D. C. Newman, W. H. Esch, Allen
Fromouth, display manager, and Gus Embach, head booker, left for Chicago to attend a special sales meeting. Barney Barnard, exchange manager, stopped off to
attend the meeting on his way back from
the west coast Paramount convention.
The Cotter Theatre Corp., Peru, Ind.,
has been formed by John Cotter, Russel R.
Rhodes and Dorothy A. Becker. Capitalization is 1,000 shares of no par value.
Purpose: Operate moving picture theatres.
Earl Penrod, Indiana Bank Night representative, isattending the annual convention of the company in Colorado Springs.
Mildred Winer, formerly with Ger-Bar
Equipment Co., has resigned to join Carl
Harthill, in the Indianapolis Exchange,
distributors of Capital and Monogram pictures, 435 North Illinois St.
Larry Shubnell, head Columbia booker,
went to Detroit Saturday to attend the
wedding of his brother.
B. J. Curry, operator of the Strand
Theatre, Horse Cave, Ky., is confined to
a Louisville, Ky., hospital recuperating.
Marty Solomon, Columbia manager, Abe
Gellman, Guy Craig and Herbert Kaufman
will leave Thursday for the west coast to
attend the Columbia Pictures convention.
Bob Hudson, Richmond circuit operator,
is confined to his home with influenza.
Visitors: J. Goldberg, LaPorte; H. H.
Johnson, Madison; Roy Harold, Rushville;
Joe Schilling, Connersville ; Billie Connors,
Marion; V. U. Young, Gary and Frank
Forrest, Boonville.
E. L. Miller operator of the State Theatre, Orleans, and wife are vacationing in
Virginia.

PARAMOUNT
New

York — The

ROADSHOW

SET

first definite roadshow

date for Paramount’s “High, Wide and
Handsome” has been set for the Carthay
Circle Theatre in Hollywood on August 4.
The first two-a-day engagement will open
at the Astor here early in July.
BOXOFFICE
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several other theatres through shares in
the Buneau Amusement Co. which was
owned

by the Skouras
prises, Inc.
Skouras

Sold

Brothers

to WB

Enter-

in 1928

The corporation was formed some years
ago by Spyros P., Charles P. and George
Skouras. In the fall of 1928 they sold
control of the company to Warner Bros.,
Pictures, Inc.
The Downtown Lyric had been managed
in recent months by Clarence M. Turley
and associates, along with the Uptown
Theatre. Both of those houses are to be
managed in the future by the Fanchon &
Marco interests on arrangements somewhat similar to those that apply to the
St. Louis Amusement Co. chain and the
deal with the Ansell Brothers for the Ritz,
Empress and Varsity theatres, effective
on July 1. Turley has been treasurer of
the St. Louis Amusement Co. for some
time.
It is known that the Fanchon & Marco
interests have been dickering with other
local theatrical interests for management
and booking arrangements somewhat similar to those that will prevail as to the
Ansell houses and the Uptown and Downtown Lyric.
The Fanchon & Marco interests already
have

something of a gentleman’s agreement with Harry Greenman, former manager of the Fox Theatre, one of their firstrun houses, who has the Dakota and Yale
theatres in South St. Louis and the Normandy in St. Louis County under his wing.
F. & M. Dickering

for Five

Other houses that may shortly perfect a
working agreement of some kind with F.
& M. are said to include the Avalon, the
Columbia, the Roxy, the Powhattan and
the Whiteway. Bessie Schulter and Alex
Papand are interested jointly in the Avalon and the Roxy, she has the Columbia,
while Papand owns the Powhattan and the
Whiteway. Harry Koplar, associate with
the Fanchon & Marco interests in the
management of their growing chain here,
is said to be the controlling factor in the
Montgomery Investment Co., owner of the
Montgomery Theatre at 2705 N. 15th St.
It is even reported in motion picture circles that the F. & M. leaders have approached Fred Wehrenberg, owner of the
Cinderella, Melba, Michigan and Virginia
theatres in South St. Louis and the Savoy
in Ferguson, Mo., on the question of pooling theatres for booking purposes, and gossip also has it that the final consummation for the gigantic plan for controlling
the local motion picture exhibition field
may find some deal worked out with the
Kaimann Bros, who have a number of
houses in North and Northwest St. Louis.
Harry C. Arthur jr., who presently is
the dominant personality in the local
F. & M. situation, has gone to New York
City to spend the summer and is not expected to return here until early in July.
During the summer months he will make
periodical short trips to St. Louis to check
up on what is happening. And in his
absence from St. Louis no one is authorized to speak authoritatively for him.

"HOLLYWOOD" GAME
INFRINGEMENT SUIT
Chicago — Suit

for patent

infringement

has been filed in the U. S. district court
of eastern Wisconsin by the Hollywood
Amusement Co., Inc., of Chicago against
the Northwest Amusement Co., Inc., of
Milwaukee, Edw. W. Moore of Milwaukee,
and Screen Games Attractions, Inc., for
patent infringement.
Phil Fischer, president of Hollywood
Amusement, stated that his firm has the
exclusive rights, under U. S. letters patents Nos. 2042604 and 2069304 and that
whenever it is called to his attention that
their patent rights are being infringed
upon that they would take immediate court
action to stop same.
The present action claims infringement
upon “Hollywood” patents by the use of
a slide featuring an electrically operated
dial, upon which the “Hollywood”
are passed.

patents

"THE GIRL SAID NO"
CLICKS AT PREVIEW
Chicago — On

Tuesday

midnight,

June

15, the local Grand National office presented a screening for the trade of “The
Girl Said No” at United Artists Theatre.
Before a well-filled house and an enthusiastic preview audience of exhibitors
and local film folks, the screen’s first
filmization of the immortal Gilbert & Sullivan operettas unfolded. A cast of screen
players, including Irene Hervey, Robert
Armstrong, Paula Stone and Ed Brophy
carried the plot which works up to the
climax where the operetta material is presented. Such seasoned Gilbert & Sullivaneers as William Danforth, Vera Ross, Vivian Hart and the almost immortal “Lord
High Executioner,” Prank Moulan, carried
the musical end in their own Inimitable
and capable style. — C. H.

HONE’SSystems
TOPSound
Magic PHO
Voice
1. ORIGINAL ROTARY SOUND HEADS
2. CELLULAR HI & LOW FREQUENCY
HORNS
3. PUSH PULL ATTACHMENTS FOR
THE NEWEST PUSH PULL RECORDINGS
Prices You

Can

Sold Outright

Afford to Pay
—

Not Leased

Now Being Built and Shipped From
Our New Modem Plant in Indianapolis, Ind.

•

For Information
Call or Write Your Nearest Office

RCA MFG. CO., Inc.
A. E. KLEIN
589 E Illinois St.
CHICAGO
Delaware 4300

Mich.
LaSalle
J. F. 6r
O'BRIEN
INDIANAPOLIS
Cherry 4800
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MANNIE MARCUS WILL
EXPAND INTERESTS
Indianapolis — iMannie

Marcus,

general

manager of the Quimby Theatres Corp.,
and secretary of the Harrison Realty and
Theatre Co., has announced his resignation in the aforementioned companies to
develop a private theatrical syndicate in
Indiana.
He will expand holdings in five Indianapolis theatres, and though retaining his
residence in Ft. Wayne, will headquarter
at the Alamo Theatre in Indianapolis. His
resignation becomes effective June 26.
He controls the Central City Amusement
Co., operators of the Alamo, Ambassador
and Cozy in Indianapolis, and the Marlene
Theatre Corp., operators of the Emerson
and Rivoli theatres also in Indianapolis.

JOE GOLDBERG STARTS
A $100,000 STRUCTURE
Chicago

— Joe

Goldberg,

Inc., started

work last Monday on a new $100,000 theatre and business building in Homewood,

111.

The deal was handled by Cowing Bros.,
Homewood real estate firm, and the house
will be completely built and equipped from
street to screen by the Goldberg firm.
Irwin Frederick of Chicago is the architect.

Republic Circuit Deal
New

York — “The

Hit Parade,”

Republic

musical, has been booked over the entire
St. Louis Amusement Co. circuit, according to word received at Republic’s office
here. The deal covers the following 22 theatres: Aubert, Capitol, Congress, Florissant,
Granada, Gravois, Kingsland, Lafayette,
Moffit, Manchester, Pageant, Shaw, Tivoli,
Union, West End Lyric, Downtown Lyric,
Hi-Pointe, Lindell, Mikade, Shenandoah,
Arsenal and Maplewood.

From Lottery to Stamps
for Film Financing
New

York — First it was

a riational

lottery that was to produce the revenue for the establishment of a motion picture industry in Cuba. Now
it’s postage stamps.
Word from Havana, by way of John
P. Hoover, assistant trade commissioner there, is that the Cuban senate
has passed a bill setting up a national
motion picture board and seeking to
“promote the development of a Cuban
motion picture industry by providing
for the encouragement of local talent
and for the regulation of picture production.” The board’s activities are
to be financed through the annual
sale of a $100,000 issue of postage
stamps.
The present bill is essentially similar to a measure introduced in the
Cuban Congress last year which provided for financing through an annual lottery.
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UA WESTERNITES

in Fight Pictures
Chicago — Regardless

of

any

individual

opinion on the outcome of the big championship fight in which Joe Louis supported the confidence of his many admirers
by knocking the heavyweight crown from
the game head of Jim Braddock in the
eighth round at Chicago last Tuesday
night, exhibitor opinion is thoroughly
agreed with Henri Elman that the films
of the classic battle will be great boxoffice medicine.
Eight rounds of fast, hard, active battling with neither contestant giving nor
asking ground, and a resulting clean knockout of a champion, and broadcast to millions of listeners whom natural curiosity
will urge to see it for themselves, all speak
volumes in favor of the draw which the
fight films must necessarily account for.
Prints

Ready

9:30 Next

Morning

After an all-night, top speed job, Chicago Film Laboratories developed the negative and had prints ready for the picture’s
9:30 opening in both the B. & K. Apollo
and the RKO Palace theatres, where dayand-date first runs had previously been
negotiated by Elman. By noon, both
houses were playing to holdouts, that at the
Palace extending over a block away around
the corner of Randolph and Wells streets.
The picture is set to open also the B. &
K. Regal Theatre, ace colored house in
Chicago, on Saturday of this week, and
subsequently will play the entire B. & K.
circuit, as well as Great States and every
other important exhibition factor in this
territory.
Many

Tradesmen

See Fight

Arthur Gottlieb, John O’Connor, Harry
Thomas, Bill Powers, Elmer Rhoden, H. J.
Fitzgerald, Lon Cox, Nat Saland, Gussie
Harris, Izzy Rappaport, Harry Sherman,
Harry Rathner, Jack Dietz, Ben Mayers,
Max Fellerman.
Elman reports that over 200 situations
in this territory were closed for runs of the
films by noon Wednesday.

THREE NEW GB FILMS
READY FOR RELEASE
York — Three

new

GB

films

The high spot of the convention, aside from Boss

Schaefer’s product announcement,
was
the
screening of two reels of the coming Walter Wanger’s “Vogues of 1938.” The picture is made
by
the latest improved technicolor process and represents probably the first time color has been put on
the screen in anything like its natural state. A
riot of color is used in the picture and all of it is
far superior to anything yet produced, and its
results in
for recent
the

are

ready for release with the completion last
week of the Jessie Matthews musical,
“Gangway.” The other two are “Non Stop
New York” and “Nine Days a Queen,” directed by Robert Stevenson and featuring
Anna Lee, John Loder, Francis L. Sullivan
and Desmond Tester.

“Vogues” are are said to be the reason
statements credited to Sam Goldwyn to

effect that
tures from now

he would
on.

make

only

colored

pic-

Before *‘Vogues” was screened, incidentally, Hal
Home, who now belongs to Wanger, made a short
introductory talk in which he explained that it’s
showing in the “rush” stage of the hurriedly
brjought film really required special equipment and
that it iiiight be out of “sync,” and that the colors
might not blend perfectly. In fact, Hal just about
\\ iped up the floor of Warner’s screening room
with apologies, and it wasn’t until after the boys
sayy the two reels shown and went almost wild in
their approbation that they tumbled to the fact
that Horne was gagging as usual.
In telling us how far advanced the whole UA
structure is this year over last, Monroe Greenthal
explained that in 1936 they had released only three
pictures by October 1. This year, United Artists
will have released eight in that time, and the
figure will be ten before December
1. He passed
along some more release dope at the same time.
The national release date of “Vogues”
advanced to July 29, and the picture
the Radio City Music Hall on Thursday,
“Knight Without
July 8, and “The
Jack

Ooldhar

throughout the
??tar Is Bom”
grosser so far.

Armor”
Prisoner
was

has been
goes into
August 5.

opens the Music Hall
of Zenda” on August

just

about

talking

on

on
26.
air

whole session. He said that “A
is officially the year’s biggest

Ben
Fish, now
completely returned to good
health and locking better than in years, led the
cheering, which was plenty, every time the name
of Goldwyn was mentioned, which was also plenty.
Tliat “Welcome”
a<l run
by Bill Hollander of B. &
share of praise by all the

in the local newspapers
K. came in for a large
boys.

And
so did the “dummy”
Daily Times which
was concocted by the publicity staff. Some
of
the gags and ribs in it were plenty hot, especially
that one on the front about the milling throng
greeting
Things

The fight itself was attended by many
of the local film personalities as well as
a great number who came here from out
of town to see this latest addition of “The
Battle of the Century.” Among the latter
were Jack Cohn, A1 Lichtman, A1 Steffes,
George Raft, Virginia Peine, Eddie Cantor,
Jack Dempsey, Arthur Lee, Eddie Golden,

New

IN CHICAGO
By CALVIN HERMER

the

salesmen.

looked

bad

for

a

while

for

a

couple

of

V\ men coming into Chicago on a plane W^ednesday night, but they finally did all right. On the
piano were George Schaefer, Andy Smith, Kodney
Bush, Jack Schlaifer and Monroe Greenthal. Greenthal and Bush made a bet with George Schaefer
that the plane would not get in on time. The
])]ane arrived over the aiiqKirt 25 minutes ahead
of scheihile due to a favorable tail wind and the
bo.\s were just about ready to pay off. But somebody had ’em by the hand and the plane had to
circle the field for over 40 minutes while a flock
of other plane,s were allowed to land, making the
a<'tual arrival about 15 minutes late.

EXCLUSIVE

DISTRIBUTORS

Chicago & Indianapolis
Film Territories
FOR

MOTIOGRAPH
MODEL HU DE LUXE
PROJECTOR
•

Everything For the Theatre

GUERCIO & BARTHEL CO.
908

So. AVaha.sli
CHICAGO

GER-BAR.
442

N.

A’ce.

Inc.

Illinois

^t.

IND1A1VAPOI.IS

The American premiere for “King Solomon’s Mines” is scheduled for July 2 at the
Roxy Theatre here.
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KAYCEE THEATRE UNION BARGAINS
Chain Tax Bill in
Minnesota Slumbers
Minneapolis — Little chance

for serious

consideration is given now to the theatre
chain tax bill introduced into the state
legislature and aimed at the Publix circuit.
With the session drawing fast to a close,
the bill continues to repose in committee
and no hearings have been called on it.
John J. Friedl, general manager of the
Publix circuit, asserts the measure, imposing a prohibitive tax on the chain,
would put it out of business. Northwest
Allied States is not backing any theatre
chain tax measure at this time.
A chain store tax bill passed by the
lower house this week contained no provision affecting theatres.

PROMOTIONS TO MANY
AT RKO CONFERENCE
Los Angeles — Promotions

and elevation

to the salesmen’s 100 per cent club were
in store for many at the RKO sales canvention held here last week.
C. Snyder, office manager for the company at Sioux Falls, was upped to salesman; W. A. Burke, office manager at Kansas City, to home office traveling salesman;
A, M. Hill, from booker to salesman at
Omaha, and A. F. Stern from office manager to salesman at Minneapolis.
New members of the 100 per cent club;
J. Lewis, Kansas City; C. J. Dressell,
Minneapolis, and Fred Horn, Sioux Falls,
(resig.) .
REISSUES

EFFECTIVE

Minneapolis — The

AT TIME
Time

THEATRE

Theatre,

Ben-

nie Berger’s loop sure-seater, a first-run
house, is solving product difficulties by
running reissues and has been going along
nicely with the new policy. “Sky Devils”
ran three weeks at the house to good business. “The Dark Angel” is now in its second week.

UMPO

and WUFI Votes
to Join CIO

Kansas

City — The

United

Motion

Picture Operators and Workers Union
for the Film Industry, Inc., which received its Missouri certificate of incorporation two weeks ago, has voted
to affiliate with CIO. The action followed negotiations with Neal Beam,
regional CIO organizer; Michael D.
Konomos, attorney for the new union,
and

Harold
ness agent.

Hay, the union’s busi-

Pickets Picketing
Pickets in Kagcee
Kansas

City — First

official recognition

of the United Motion Picture Operators &
Workers Union for the Film Industry, Inc.,
organized here three weeks ago, was taken
by the lATSE & MPMO Local 170 June
21 when E. S. Young found three women
pickets in front of the Central, four women and one man in front of his Roanoke,
carrying announcements that the theatre
in each case is “Unfair to Union Operators
Affiliated with AFL.”
UMPO, whose vice-president, G. C.
Blackmore, is Young’s operator, and has
been for several years during which Blackmore and his associates in the new union
were “independents,” put men pickets in
front of the two houses announcing “This
Theatre Is One Hundred Per Cent Union.”
Claude Cessna, business agent, local No.
170, was arrested Tuesday night in front
of the Central Theatre, after a brick had
been thrown through a second story window above the house. Cessna later was released.
UMPO placed retaliatory pickets at the
Baltis, C. H. Potter’s house, and the Bijou,
C. E. Esterley’s theatre. UMPO pickets
were ordered Thursday noon, however, to
cease their duties Thursday night.

MIDWEST EDITION Is One of the Seven Sectional Editions in Which BOXOFFICE Is Published Weekly. The
Other Six Editions Are: NEW ENGLAND, MIDEAST, CENTRAL, WESTERN, SOUTHERN, EASTERN.

Managers Mull Terms for
Hour Cut, Wage Tilt,
Closed Shop
FIVE

MORE

PACTS

New York — Forty-hour week and wage
scale agreements have been reached here
for exchange employe unions in Kansas
City, Indianapolis, Denver, Des Moines
and Albany, making a total of 14 settled
with 17 still to be negotiated.
Kansas

City — Demands

that

involve

shorter working time, an increase in wages
and closed shop are before local theatre
managers for consideration. These were
presented June 19 by the newly-organized
Theatre Employes Union, Local 24 of the
lATSE & MPMO, an AFL affiliate.
Wage

and Hour

Demands

In the case of first-run houses, the union
wants $25 a week for cashiers; $23.50 for
front doorman; $27.50 for chief of staff;
$24 for assistant chief of staff; $20 for
ushers and usherettes; $20, back doorman;
$28, superintendent of cleaners and porters;
$22, assistant superintendent of cleaners
and porters; $20 for porters, cleaners and
maids. From subsequent run houses whose
cashiers, ushers, doormen, etc., do not work
a full week, the union wants 50 cents an
hour. In the smaller houses the demand
is for $20 a week for porters, and in the
larger subsequent-runs the wage schedule
is the same as for first-runs.
Hour

Schedule

Identical

Maximum hours permitted under the
agreement are practically the same for
both first-runs and subsequents.
Cashiers: &V2 hours a day, or 37 hours
in any one week. Time to be between 10
a. m. and midnight, and cashiers shall not
be allowed to work over 4 consecutive hours
without one hour of relief, time and onehalf for all overtime.
Front doorman: seven hours a day, 42
hours a week. He shall not be allowed to
work over four consecutive hours without
one hour relief. Time and one-half for
overtime.
Chief of staff, assistant chief of staff,
(Continued on page 138)
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KMTA PITCHES IN AT MEETING
Topeka

Parley

Results in

Determined Program
of Action

Topeka,

Topeka, Kas. — What started off as just
another Kansas-Missouri Theatres Ass’n
meeting here, June 22 and 23, rapidly
turned into what exhibitors consider the
most important meeting in its history.
While attendance was off, exhibitors,
realizing that they are faced with some
of the most serious problems since the
inception of the business, took off their
ccats and in the first hour did more than
most previous conventions have done in
two days.
Stronger

Setup

Need

Obvious

Exhibitors see as their principal problem the formation of a much stronger organization. To secure this they must have
members and money. Steps were taken to
provide both.
John Stapel, president, put his linger
the critical part ol the situation when
pointed

out that "we're
ate a big business with

on
he

attempting to opera budget of $1,300."

On

motion of C. A. Schultz of Commonwealth, exhibitors voted to authorize
directors to designate persons in different
counties or districts to solicit members in
their territories. Definite areas are being
set up and committees appointed. Sam
Sosna of Manhattan, Kas., introduced a
motion that an emergency existed, and the
group voted to increase dues from $1 to
$5 a year.
Plan

Membership

Kas. — Registration

here, June

Exhibitors
John C. Stapel, Kockport, Mo.
K. R. Biechele, Kansas City, Kas.
F'ranlc Cassil, St. Joseph, Mo.
G. W. Harttinann, North Kansas City, Mo.
Mrs. Charles K. Barron, Pratt, Kas.
F. S. Riegel, Wilsey, Kas.
Homer
F. Strowig, Abilene, Kas.
Sam L. Sosna, Manhattan, Kas.
William Parsons, Kansas City, Mo.
'Tom Bdwards, Eldon, Mo.
George A. Nescher, Valley Falls, Kas.
Donald D. Phillips, Colby, Kas.
W. B. Cook, Halstead, Kas.
Ferd Ledoux, Holton, Kas.
Stanley Schwaii, Lawrence, Kas.
Rex Kendall, Lawrence. Kas.
J. Ward
Spielman, Baldwin, Kas.
H. F. Higgins, St. Marys, Kas.
C. A. Schultz, Kansas City, Mo.
Piex Barrett. Columbia, Mo.
W. G. McKinney, Topeka, Kas.
A. W. Heyl, Junction City, Kas.
Harry C. Musgrave, Minneapolis, Kas.
J
D. Rankin, Tarkio, Mo.
Kleet Bratton, Council Grove, Kas.
Roy Culley, Medicine Lodge, Kas.
Virgil Harbison, Tarkio. Mo.
Roy ].)unnuck, Atchison, Kas.
Max Davisson, Florence, Kas.
C. L. McVey, Herrington, Kas.
Bert Pacey, assistant mgr., Sosna, Manhattan,

Film

and

Supply

association plans an immediate, aggressive campaign for members. In selling exhibitors on membership in the organization, district committee members will
take to non-members the story of some of
the important problems now confronting
the industry. Among these is legislation,
labor, double features, chance games and
premiums, the music tax, insurance, etc.
Non-members may be apprised of some of
the troubles that appear to be in store for
them by means of questionnaires, which
will present the problem, ask for a reaction, and enlist support for cooperative
action.
The suggestion was made by Stapel that
exhibitors carry their fight against the
music tax to the public by using their own
screens. Suggesting that possibly MPTOA
and Allied have not proceeded properly in
their tussle with Ascap, Stapel advanced
the notion that exhibitors should, at the
time they take their story to the public
by using their screens, offer to the ParentTeachers’ Ass’n groups in each of their
communities the amount of the music tax
to form a scholarship, providing efforts of
the communities are successful in removing the tax. The effect would be to give
exhibitors, their theatres, and the motion
picture business a continuous flow of good
will that exhibitors, distributors and producers could ever buy. Objective would be
to get the entire community behind the

area was

necessary,

by members

of the

accomplish

this task are:

Tom Edwards, Eldon, Mo.; Homer Strowig, Abilene, and A. W. Heyl, Junction
City, Kas.; L. F. Durland, Kansas City, Mo.;
Frank

Cassil, St. Joseph, Mo.; Virgil Harbison and J. D. Rankin, Tarkio, Mo.; Rex
Barrett, Columbia, Mo.; William Parsons
and E. Rolsky, Kansas City, Mo.; George
Harttmann, North Kansas City, Mo.; Edd

Haas,

Kas.

Men

Fox

Menace

In reporting on Missouri legislation, Stapel said that there was considered during
the last legislature the possibility of introducing a bill to place under adequate
supervision portable circuit operations due
to the fire hazard. The only exit in most
of such shows is under the “cracker box’’
on which the projector is mounted. Stapel
suggested that in some situations in Missouri the portable circuits have hit regular theatre operators badly, and that if
they make money there will be more of
them. Because there was a censorship and
an SRO bill introduced, however, the other
bill was not introduced.
R. R. Biechele, secretary, reported on
Kansas legislation, and read a telegram
fron’i Ed Kuykendall stating that he was,
on the advice of his doctor, going home
for a much-needed rest, and therefore was
unable to attend the convention.
Biechele read a proposal from R. W.
McEwan, Bank Night distributor in Missouri and Kansas, on which the convention tcok no action. McEwan proposed
KMTA
support of a Kansas measure to
legalize Bank Night. The association
would, however, like to get the reactions
(Continued on next page)

Midwest,

Missouri;

Howard

Jameyson, Fox Midwest, Kansas; C. L. McVey, Herrington, Kas.; Max Davisson,
Florence, Kas.; H. F. Higgins, St. Marys,
Kas.; Rex Kendall and Stanley Schwan,
Lawrence, Kas.; W. G. McKinney, Topeka,
Kas.; Donald D. Phillips, Colby, Kas.; H.
C. Musgrave, Minneapolis, Kas.; Sam Sosna, Manhattan, Kas.; Mrs. Meta Barron,
Pratt and Anthony, Kas.; Roy Culley,
Medicine Lodge,
Holton, Kas.

Each

Kas.,

and

Fred

Ledoux,

To Carry
“Gospel”
of these
exhibitors
will contact exhibitors in their territory with a definite

“selling”

Chain

made

KMTA
when they volunteered to undertake immediately the selling of every nonmember and non-interested member on
active participation in the affairs of the
association. Membership committeemen,
who will, from now until Christmas if

movement, and conduct it over as long a
period of time as is necessary to accomplish the purpose.
Portable

Members

Topeka, Kas. — Serious commitment of
themselves to an organization representing
all exhibitors in the Western Missouri and
Kansas

E. L. Harris, Alexander Film, Kansas City, Mo.
Don Davis, RCA, Kansas City.
Finton Jones, Traveiers, Kansas City.
L. F. Durland, Monogram,
Kansas City.
Russeli Borg, Grand Nationai, Kansas City.
Wiliiani Flynn, Kansas City.
Jolin tVangberg, RKO,
Kansas City.
A. G. Smith. National Theatre Supply, Kansas City,
Ralph Morrow, Universal, Kansas City.
J -e Maguire, M-G-M, Kansas City.
\V. B. Truog, United Artists, Kansas City.
Frank H. and Mrs. McFarland, Topeka, Kas.
William Warner, Kansas City.
Frank Hensler, Kansas City. .

Cites

for New

and Wider Interest
Is Launched

at the Kan-

sas-Missouri Theatres Ass’n convention
22 and 23, was as follows:

Campaign

The

132

Drive

REGISTRANTS

talk on the necessity and advantage of association membership. The

association will back up the effort of exhibitors with questionnaires, bulletins, regional meetings, and so on, and will outline
to distributors what is being done so that
film salesmen can keep the subject alive.
However, the job will be done
tors— for exhibitors.
All

oHicers

and

directors

were

by exhibire-elected

by the association with the exception of E. A.
Briles of Stafford, Kas., who no longer is an
exhibitor.

Mrs.

Meta

thony, Kas., was

Barron

elected

of Pratt and

to replace

An-

him.

Officers are John Stapel. Rockport, Mo.,
president; E. B. Danielson, Russell, Kas.,
vice-president,

and

R. R. Biechele,

Kansas

City, Kas., secretary-treasurer. Directors
are, for Kansas, C. A. Schultz, Homer Strowig; for Missouri, George Harttmann, E.
Rolsky, Frank Cassil and Tom Edwards.
While no further action was taken in the
matter, the organization reiterated its
stand of opposition to motion picture stars
appearing on the radio. Biechele recalled
that KMTA was the first association to go
on record in this respect.
Endurance Contests Hurt
Walkathon competition is hurting boxoffices for some Kansas theatres, discussion revealed. Some promoters have discovered means of getting around the law
and

in some

cases

have

found

it advan-

tageous to secure the backing of the American Legion, which usually is effective in
stemming any very strong opposition.
BOXOFFICE
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KMTA
(Continued

Meeting

Two Change Hands
Omaha — Announcements

from preceding page)

of exhibitors to McEwan’s suggestion, and
will probably do so in its questionnaires
within the next 60 days.
On

Kansas

Tax

Law

Exhibitors of Kansas cannot, because it
is against the law, up admissions a fraction of a cent, add the sales tax, and have
an extra penny cover the transaction. So
Carl Webb, manager of the sales tax division of the Kansas tax commission, told
exhibitors.
There is no tax on the rental charged
for use of earphones by hard of hearing,
Webb said, but the tax applies to the
equipment when it is purchased.

ownership for two
here this week. D.
300-seat Rivoli at
Harold Smith, and

to Vending

JAM HANDY
Kansas

FILMS

Pictures

June Medoalf, who sec’tied the convention, recalled the biggest convention of them all, in 1929
<u* 19H0, when over 150 showed up. All the Dubinsky.s were there, and all of the Fox managers
<*anie in. It was so hot the paint peeled off the
bald heads.
An ungi’atefu! calf resented it when
Tom
Edwards tried to make
friends with it on the road
to Topeka Monday
night. Russ Borg was at the
wheel. The calf got in the way, and is not to
be blamed for being sore after being nicked in
Ills fenders for practically^ a 10 count. All he
sliowed Edwards w^as his heels.

K.

R.

Dick

Hiechele

trying

to

get

the

ARE

BOXOFFICE

drawing
the law.

$7,500 annually, will administer

TWO

THE SAME

PERSON

Here
If you

have

lies the difference

delayed

or postponed

ventilating problem,

the

act now!

is still time to retain those extra customers before old Sol "Hot

Weather”

claims

them.

Don't wait! Wire or telephone the office
listed below which is in your territory. We ore

in o position to give speedy,

prompt

cient service on ventilating equipment
it be just o fan or o complete
system.

and

effi-

whether

air conditioning

Act now!

Well Stocked Stores Ever Ready to Serve You;
MINNEAPOLIS — 5(» Olenwood

THEATRE

SUPPLY

COMPANY

hotel

tf'lephone operator . . . John Stapel walking up
and
down
the corridors looking for Clarence
Schultz; Schultz looking for food . . . Rex Barr’ctt. the mayor, offering to be of assistance . . .
Mrs, Meta Barron looking cool, comfortable and
very, very handsome.
She and June Medcalf comI>rised the feminine contingent . .
Frank Cassil
with a hat on but no shirt, talking with George
Darttmann, Stapel, about the trip to Miami. The
C’lee of them commiserating with Homer
Strowig because he didn’t go.

ceeding years. A maximum of 12 weeks’
benefits of from $5 to $15 is provided for
those employes who lose their jobs through
no fault of their own. This does not include unemployment due to strikes or labor
troubles. A commission of three, each

of

There was no banquet, as is customary. Three
r<K>ms were thrown together Tuesday night and
everyone «rowded
in to listen to the fight.
Wednesday
altei’noon, after the meeting broke up,
I he association was host to conventioneers at a
Iniffet lunch and beer.

1.8 per cent this year, 2.7 next and suc-

THESE

There

when he found the ferry wasn’t running at Brownville. Neb., he went to Rouleaux, Neb., to get
across the river.

has signed

insurance law,

Believe It, or Not

solution of your

Mo.,
that

Stark

imposing on employers (employes pay nothing), including exhibitors, hiring eight or
more employes, an annual payroll tax of

Kansas City has taken over distribution of
industrial films produced by Jam Handy
Corp., for western Missouri and Kansas.

thereby “freezing” tidy sums in a form
they couldn’t exchange for cash. Mrs.
Meta Barron said she had three cigar boxes
full, and that her cashier had tried to sell
some of them to other merchants in Pratt,
Kas., but had failed to exchange more
than 200 for cash. Many exhibitors will
have from $300 to $400 tied up in tokens
before the legislature meets again, W. G.
McKinney of Topeka told Webb, after the
sales tax official said that it would require an act of the legislature to do anything about the matter.

TOPEKA,
KAS. — J. D. Rankin, Tarkio,
was
so anxious to get to the convention

City^ — Governor

the Missouri unemployment

TO MONOGRAM

City — Monogram

Machines

Highlights

Kansas

Iowa houses were made
W. Hartzell bought the
Charter Oak, la., from
C. W. Lathrop bought

Fred Ledoux, Holton, Kas., wondered
how exhibitors were expected to collect the
sales tax on vending machine sales in lobbies. Webb said exhibitors would have to
work out some system, that the tax had
to be paid on such sales, and should be
collected from the consumer.
No provision was made in the Kansas
sales tax law for redemption of tokens.
Many exhibitors complained that they
were accumulating a lot of the tokens, and

KMTA

Signs Insurance Bill
in

the
350-seat Iowa at Manilla from "harry
Blubaugh.

The first month’s reports on the sales
tax are due July 30. Certificates of registration are being sent out by the commission early in July. Some exhibitors,
Webb said, had wondered when these
would be sent them.
Applies

of changes

EVERY
STORE
A
LOCAL
I N ST IT U T I O N
NATIONAL
REPUTATION
TOR
RELIABLE

W IT H
A
SERVICE

Phone;
I>ES
Phone;

MAin

827.3

MOINES
4-2322

—

—

A.

T.

Avenue

('rawnier,

Mgr.

501 W. 7th Street
W. V. Toney, Mgr.

KANSAS
(TTY — 223 W. IHth Street
Phones: HArrison 325<;-7; Night, WAbash
J. AV. Shreve, 3Igr.

2951
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DEVAffiY IS NEW AllIED COUNSEL
Former Minn. High Court
Head Signs With
Steffes
Minneapolis — Northwest

Allied

States

leaders believe they are better set than
ever before to launch a winning fight
against invasion, circuit expansion, producer ownership or operation of theatres
and unfair trade practices as a result of
the employment of J. P. Devaney as
counsel and advisor of the organization.
President W. A. Steffes signed the oneyear contract with Devaney last week. The
latter, one of Minnesota’s foremost lawyers and political leaders, recently resigned
as chief justice of the state supreme court.
Will

Aid in Legislation

The contract provides that Devaney
shall be a member of the Northwest Allied
executive committee and act in an advisory capacity on the executive committee
as well as general counsel. His duties, it
is announced, will be to enlist public aid
and sentiment for the passage of the Neely-Pettengill block booking bill and to assist in bringing about state and national
legislation “to drive out some of the unfair trade practices which now exist in
the amusement business.”
However, President Steffes makes clear,
if negotiations for the proposed round
table conferences are successful and the
conferences produce results Devaney’s efforts along many of the aforementioned
lines will be unnecessary.
Authorized

at Convention

The

employment of Devaney was authorized at the recent convention here
when an $18,000 war fund was pledged
through special assessments and raised
dues. The Devaney retainer, believed to
run well into the five figures, will come
out of this fund.
Devaney is, perhaps, one of the biggest
men in his profession ever to serve the
independent exhibitors. The late Gov. F.
B. Olson appointed Devaney Chief Justice
of the state supreme court in 1933 with
the state bar association’s emphatic approval. He was elected for a six-year term
in 1934 by the largest majority received
by any candidate, but resigned in February,
1937, to resume private practice.
Heads

Devaney

Nat’l

Lawyers

Patrons Petition on
Behalf of Cash Gift

Minneapolis — Twin City independent exhibitors, members of Northloest Allied States, are to meet to
decide what measures would be taken
against “the
among the
the matter
playing time

Omaha — Members

most flagrant offenders
local film exchanges in
of percentage, preferred
arid rental demands and

withdrawals.”
There is considerable sentiment
among the exhibitors for picketing of
the exchanges alleged to be unfair
to the theatre owners. Northwest Allied leaders claim there has been no
break

yet in the boycott
centage pictures.

against per-

Twin City independent exhibitors
several years ago picketed one of the
film exchanges here because of resentment over contract demands.
The results ivere highly satisfactory ,
it is pointed out. At another time a
threatened boycott of an exchange
ivas instrumental in gaining
hibitors their point.

the ex-

Small Towns in Fair
Lincoln — Small

town

theatres

are com-

ing in for a share of the gravy this summer in the signing of the State Fair’s
beauty pageant which will be run off in
small towns to pick a candidate for participation in the state contest this fall.
W. A. “Bill” Herington, promoter of the
pageant, has signed about 52 of the local
shows already and a great many of them
are being held in the theatres.
REOPEN
Caledonia,

AT CALEDONIA

Minn. — After

a complete

re-

modeling job, the State 'Theatre here was
reopened this week. The owner is L. B.
West.

of the Motion

Pictures

Exhibitors Assn, of Omaha have collected
thousands of signatures of patrons asking
that the giveaways be continued, but no
decision has yet been made on their disposition, according to Miss Regina Molseed,
secretary of the association.
The petitions to which patrons are affixing their signatures were started soon after
Bank Night was attacked in state supreme
court by Attorney General Richard Hunter.
Even though no decision on the disposition has been made, the petitions still are
being kept in the lobbies.
The petitions do not ask outrightly for
retention of Bank Night but say instead:
“When we attend the theatre at Bank
Night performances it is for the purpose
only of seeing the show.”
Irving Heller, city manager for the General Theatre Corp., Columbus and Swan at
Columbus, Neb., has collected 1,500 signatures.

MARTIN TO MANAGE
WYOMING THEATRE
Kansas

City — Don

Martin,

assistant

manager of the Electric, Kansas City, Kas.,
has been placed in charge of the Rustic at
West Yellowstone, Wyo., and George Baker
v/ill be in Kansas City the remainder of
the summer. A. F. “Peck” Baker, George’s
father, will go to West Yellowstone on a
vacation shortly.
George just returned from opening the
Rustic, and reported the weather so cold
he had to don winter underwear and go
to sleep with hot rocks in the bed. George
asserted gals who came mto the show sat
on their feet to keep them warm.

1)0 YOU NEED A BLOWER THIS SUMMER?

Guild

was elected the first president

of the newly organized National Lawyers’
Guild, an organization of liberal lawyers
with headquarters at Washington, D. C.
He followed Attorney General H. S. Cummings and Assistant Attorney General Robert Jackson as the third witness before the
U. S. senate judiciary committee in support of President Roosevelt’s judicial reform.
In the public prints during the past few
months he has been mentioned as a possible appointee to the U. S. supreme court
bench to fill the present vacancy. In the
American Institute of Public Opinion’s poll
covering a cross-section of 175,000 lawyers
to determine the foremost members of the
bar he ran fifth.
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Exhibitors Will Consider
Protest Tactics

brand new blowers

'

With "V" Belt and Pulleys
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SOUTHERN THEATRE SUPPLY CO.
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MlilWMlIEAPOllLIII^
^HE Paramount bunch returned from the
Chicago regional sales meeting all
wound up about their company’s newseason product and they seemingly never
stop talking about
coming pictures.

the

line-up

of forth-

“Hy” Chapman headed the local Columbia delegation which departed Thursday
for the Los Angeles convention.

Kaqcee to Play Host to
Columbians Going West

The Minneapolis M-G-M
office ranks
sixth nationally in sales gains over 1936.

Mo.*Kas. Film Ads Sales
Tax Exempt

Edna Walsh
in Duluth.

Kansas City — In neither Kansas
nor Missouri is the new two per cent

of Columbia

is vacationing

Out-of-town exhibitors glimpsed along
Filmrow included Frank Bogumill, Thorp,
Wis.; Lester West, Caledonia, Minn.; Art
Johnson, Aberdeen, S. D.; Paul Perizzo,
Blue Earth and Winnebago, Minn.; Kay
Jahnig, Wheaton, Minn.; Ed. Koeniger,
Bristol, S. D., and Jack Heywood, New
Richmond, Wis.
Dorothy Anderson, M-G-M
contract
clerk, is off on an Alaskan tour.
The

Columbia

office will throw

Kansas City — En route to the Columbia
Pictures sales convention, opening at Los
Angeles on Sunday, June 27, a delegation
of home office executives and sales personnel were scheduled to arrive at the
union station here Friday, June 23, in a
special New York train. Plans were set
to entertain a number of the Columbians
at the local Variety Club between trains.
Headed by A. Montague, general sales

sales tax applicable to screen or radio
advertising .
Forrest Smith, state
auditor and collector of the tax, last
week ruled that neither advertising

manager, the party will arrive in Los Angeles on Sunday morning for the opening

nor freight transportation (which
lets out Film Delivery) is subject to
the tax. Under the one per cent tax,

session of the sales meet at the Ambassador Hotel. Both Harry Cohn, president of

Missouri collected on screen, newspaper and radio advertising. The
Kansas ruling was handed down by
the tax commission.

Columbia
president,

First

party next week for Bess Ackerman, “Hy”
Chapman’s secretary, who will become a
bride June 30 . . . Lillian Jensen, secretary to Rud Lohrenz at Warner Bros.,
sings on the job. She likes her work . . .
Stella Carlson of Warner Bros, office staff
is vacationing in northern Minnesota.

REDMOND REPLACES
MURRAY AT TOWER

Bill Grant, National Screen salesman, is
spending his vacation with friends at Ortonville, Minn. . . . Leo Blank, Warner district manager, a visitor . . . Ella Herrod,
National Screen office manager, spent the
weekend in Chicago, visiting with friends
and having a good time generally.

management of the Lincoln and Washington theatres, Belleville, 111., both Fox Midwest houses. Murray will be succeeded by
Joseph Redmond, who has been managing
the Fox Apollo, but who formerly was at
the Tower from the time it opened.

M-G-M

live-wire

in the territory
Courageous.”

exploiteer, has
working

on

been

out

“Captains

Frank Mantzke, Universal branch manager, visited southern Minnesota . . . Joe
Podoloff, 20th-Fox branch manager,
from a swing through the territory.
These

are

big days

for Reuben

back

Aved,

United Artists’ shipping department head.
He’s driving a new car, but that’s not all.
On July 24 he will march to the altar
with Rose Brenes.
Helen Sullivan of RKO is spending her
vacation at home in Minneapolis . . .
Betty Dee, secretary to Ralph Cramblett
at United Artists, is spending three weeks
at Excelsior Springs, Mo.
Recent heavy rains flooded the basements of the Universal and 20th-Fox
exchanges. They had to pump 48 hours
to get the latter dry.
Earl Lorentz, 20th-Fox salesman, will
summer at White Bear Lake. He has rented a cottage there . . . “Nickey” Goldhammer and his RKO boys are back from
the Los Angeles sales convention.
BOXOFFICE

June

L. A. Meet

Jack
Since

Cohn,

vice-

1929

Tlie gret-together is making
Iiistory for Coiuinbia, for it is the first to be held in Los Angeles since 1929, when the company, then newly
established as a
national distributing organization, held its initial convention in that city.
Forty-seven delegates attended at that time, as
compared
to the group of more
than 250 who
will be present at the coming event.
The Columbia special which pulled out of New
York at midnight on June 23, and made
stops

a shower

Kenny Gaines, Warner Bros.’ shipper,
is visiting at his home in Glen, Minn. . . .
Maurice Moorman, National Screen biller,
is spending his vacation at the lakes
around Minneapolis . . . Morry Abrams,

Pictures, and
will attend.

en

Kansas City — C. C. Murray, house manager of the Tower, is being shifted to the

Henry Roderick, Tower chief of service,
becomes assistant house manager at the
Fox first-run house.

route to pick up delegates at Albany, Buffalo, Cleveland and Chicago, was
to be joined
in this city by conventioneers of the local staff,
as well as branch managers and their sales forces
from Minneapolis, Omaha,
Des Moines, St. Louis,
Oklahoma
City, Dallas, New
Orleans, Memphis,
Atlanta, Charlotte and Winnipeg, Canada.
Home
office executives expected to comprise
the party: A. Montague, J. McConville, R. Jackter, L. Weinberg, L. Astor, M. J. Weisfeldt, J.
Seidelman, J. Friedman, H, Daab, H. C. Kaufman,
M. Grad, G. Josephs, M. Hannock, A. Seligman,
L Jaffe, B. E. Zeeman, V. Borelli, W. Brennan,
S. Liggett, J. Martin, C. Roberts and
branch
managers
and members
of the sales force from
New
York, Boston, New
Haven,
Philadelphiai
Washington,

Detroit, Milwaukee, Pittsburgh, Indianapolis, Cincinnati and part of the Canadian
contingent; including Montreal, St. Johns
and
Toronto exchanges.

IDEAL CHAIRS
LEAD THE FIELD
Come
features.

in and

be

convinced

of the distinctive

Ideal Chairs cost no more than ordinary seating, yet have the only Patented full ball-bearing
hinge — the only Patented adjustable standards —
Durable Relaxon Spring Cushions — Exclusive Modern designs.
We are also distributors
advertised in this issue:

for the following

SEE PACE 57 for
more details.

nationally-recognized

Brenkert Light Projection Co.
Da-Lite Screen Co., Inc.
Ecplan Projector and Supply Co.
Motiograph, Inc.
National Carbon Co., Inc.
Operadio Mfg. Co.
Strong Electric Corp.
Let Clyde

STEBBINS

Badger

or Bill Porter

THEATRE

Take

Care

Page 66
Page 71
Page 78
Page 92
Page 45
Page 78
Page 79
of Your

Needs

EQUIPMENT

“The Independent Exhibitor’s Best
Telephone GRand 0134
1804 WYANDOTTE ST.

Friend

firms

CO.

since 1899”
Night Phone DRexel 2791
KANSAS CITY, MO.

26, 1937.

135

K A Y C HE IE
^ A. WOOLRICH
has sold his entire interest in the Princess, Bunceton, Mo., and
is going to California with his family. A
roadshow now is operating occasionally in
Bunceton.
High water tied up W. L. Norris, head of
Monogram Pictures, at Fort Scott. Kas.,
last week. Remember the drought?
Merchants are opening
cow. Mo., June 26.

a show

at Bal-

George Baker of the Electric, Kayisas
City, Kas., teas in town this week from West
Yellowstone, Wyo., where he is managhig
fhe Rustic Theatre for the suimner.

“Let’s Go

to the

Movies,”

Pox Kansas
City Theatres’ Monday- Wednesday-Friday
Quarter hour promoting local programs, is
scheduled to go off the air for the hot season July 5. Circuit officials are pleased
with the results. Senn Lawler, publicity
and advertising manager for Fox Midwest,
has written the programs and announced
them.
Claud Sesney has been elected temporary
business agent for lATSE and MPMO
Operators Local 170, succeeding Frank
Burkett.

Miss Doris Rosenstock, secretary of the
Jewish Orphan’s Home at Ninth and Benton, brought 15 of her charges to Filmrow
Friday, June 18, for a preview of “Jungle
Princess” and “Popeye,” and ice cream and
cake <a double bUl) at Variety Club. Hosts
were Pinton Jones, Sam Abend, Bill Warner, Leo Finkelstein, with Jane Medcalf
the hostess.
Lon Cox, assistant to President Elmer C.
Rhoden of Fox Midwest Theatres, Inc., has
purchased a home at 6821 Cherry St., Kansas City.

Exhibitors on Filmrow this week; P. L.
“Doc” Lowe, Sterling, Kas.; Sam Filson.
Majestic, Scott City, Kas.; F. L. Lisbona,
Maitland. Mo.; Ernest Quick fas in fast).
Spearville, Kas.; Paul Gossett, Coldwater,
Kas.; Mrs. W. A. Stapel, Rockport, Mo.;
L. M. Robison. Albany and Bethany, Mo.;
T. E. Wilhoit. Eldorado Springs, Mo.; Val
De Temple, Lee, Lees Summit. Mo.; Frank
Morris. Meade. Kas.; Ward Spielman,
Baldwin. Kas.; Bill Hanna. Axtel, Kas.;
George Sproule. Fort Scott, Kas.; Prank
Weary, Richmond, Mo.

You

can see the same grin on five faces
(Continued on page 140)

NOW

NEW POPULAR PRICE
SOUND SYSTEM HERE
Omaha — A new sound system, tradenamed the Duo Sound Master and aimed
to sell in the popular price bracket, is
being brought out by the Ballantyne Co.,
according to R. S. Ballantyne. The new
system will be available about July 15.
Features include single unit head construction with adaptability to push-pull
recordings. All film will travel on rotating surfaces, with scanning perfected by

• DON

“High Fidelity”
Says:

a gyro-filter.
The exciter light carriage is pre-focused,
the optical lens carriage has a constant
axis, the photo-electric
ference free.

cell cable is inter-

There is an inverse feed back amplifier
circuit, a copper oxide rectified DC exciter
supply, “hushed background” reproduction,
calibrated volume control, two-way horn
system with a cellular horn for highs and
a folded horn for lows.

LINCOLN MAY LAUGH
AS EXECS WILL SKATE
Lincoln — The town will get a chance to
laugh at the biggies of show business come
next

Thursday with Arthur Rogers, skating rink manager at Capitol Beach, throwing open his rink to the execs and nearexecs (none of whom have been on wheels
for periods varying from 10 to 25 years) .
The stunt was ideaed by Park Manager
Hoyt Hawke of Capitol Beach, who has
been trying to get up nerve enough to try
it himself and figured he wouldn’t look so
bad with a bunch of novices on hand. Public has been invited to watch and Bob Livingston is odds-on favorite to grab the
most falls.

Film of "Local Talent"
Kansas City — General Film Corp.
the Fox

Granada

is sponsoring

and
the filming

of a

“local talent” four-reeler, “Sob Sisters,” in Kansas City, Kas. A newspaper
story, the scene will be laid in Kansas City,
Kas. The Kansan and its radio station,
KCKN, also are cooperating.

STANDARD

SIGNS

ACE

PRODUCT

New York — Nat Saland, president of Ace
Pictures Corp., here, has closed a deal with
Standard Film Co., Kansas City, for the
distribution of eight Tom Keene and eight
Tom Tyler westerns, 12 action pictures, one
exploitation picture and two serials in the
Kansas City territory.

Systems
1. ORIGINAL
HEADS

ROTARY

SOUND

2. CELLULAR

HI <S LOW FREQUENCY HORNS
3. PUSH PULL ATTACHMENTS
FOR THE NEWEST PUSH
PULL RECORDINGS
Prices You Can Afford to Pay
Sold Outright —

Not Leased

•
Now Being Built and Shipped From
Our New Modem Plant in Indianapolis, Ind.

FLASH!
One of our good customers has
for sale a very fine RCA —
$500 — easily worth a lot more.
Investigate quick!

AVIS
Telephone HArrison 6953
906 Davidson Bldg — 17th & Main
KANSAS CITY, MO.

BOOKING

BRADDOCK

PHOTOPHONE’S
Magic Voice Sound

vs. LOUIS

OFFICIAL FIGHT PICTURES
for This Territory
SEE US FOR

SPECIAL

IMMEDIATE

PLAYDATES

The Magic

ATTRACTIONS
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of the Screen

lOE LEVY

113 West I8th St.

Voice

Kansas City, Mo.
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DIES MIOMIE^

New Minny Nabe
Minneapolis — This

NA STANSELL, who got her name
jyjAR
from a magazine story and a movie
contract by meeting a talent scout, said
goodbye to her Drake University friends
here Monday and is heading for Hollywood
to report for duty at Paramount studios
and began drawing $50 a week while she
learns what it takes to become a picture
star.
Robert K. Fulton, former manager of
the Paramount Theatre here and since
January 1, city manager of Tri- State
houses in Waterloo, left Des Moines last
Friday for Hollywood to visit for eight
days as the guest of Adolph Zukor. Fulton
won his trip by making the best showing
in the 1'1-week Paramount Silver jubilee
contest within the Tri-States organization.
Ray C. Coffin, widely known theatre advertising promotion man here, lost his pocketbook and following a want ad in the
local papers received his wallet and the
cards it contained, but the $30 in it at the
time it was lost was missing. However,
there was a note which
wasn’t hurt.”

read, “hope you

Central States Theatre Corp. here has
purchased the Sun Theatre at Holdrege,
Neb., from C. C. Porter who will retire.
The travel bug is biting badly now and
many vacations among theatre people here
are being planned. However, Betty Lauer
of Tri-States jaunted to Omaha last weekend for fun. Mrs. Stanley J. Mayer has
just returned from three weeks visiting
with friends and relatives in Kansas City,
Mo., and the A. Don Allens and Kermit
Carrs have added the Grand Canyon and
California to their itinerary which formerly included only Denver and Colorado
Springs.

May Run Kiva
Lincoln — Arrangement

Harlan,

Ia. — Services

were

held at Dun-

lap, la., for Jule A. Brown, father of R. E.
Brown of the Harlan Theatre. The elder
Brown, a retired farmer and a pioneer of
Harrison county, Iowa, died following an
operation.

APPROVE
Des

"BODY

Moines — Iowa

: : June

definite

THEATRES

HIKES PAY FOLDERS
Lincoln — Pay

jacks

were

made

in all

the non-union employes’ envelopes here by
Lincoln Theatres Corp. after the city manager’s job was assumed by Walter F.
Shuttee. Those hiked were janitors, scrub
women, cashiers, and ushers. With this
move, it seems the attempt by the CIO to
organize the theatre staffs is a hope gone
aglimmering.
Jerry Zigmond, former city manager, was
given a farewell party by the employes in
the form of a screening with an afterfilm feed. Zigmond left Friday for Denver
and will be in the division offices there
with L. J. Finske.

BUY FROM IOWA’S INDEPENDENT
SUPPLY HOUSE

20 AND 5^ DISCOUNT
NATIONAL

ON

CARBONS

Place an Order — Buy in Lots of 250 Sets

40^

Guaranteed

DISCOUNT

Hardened

Parts for;

POWERS&SIMPLEX— KAPLAN & MOTIOGRAPH
PROJECTORS
"HAVE

YOUR

MACHINES

MR. INDEPENDENT

REPAIRED

NOW"

EXHIBITOR!

Are you Independent? Then buy from Iowa's Largest Independent Theatre Supply
House. Don't be misled by the chains' large discount to you, in the face of all other
lines of goods going up in price. They are trying to drive out the independents,
and then what will you pay? We meet all prices, and when you buy from us you
are feeding Iowa, and not the chains and banks of Wall Street.
Your
because
have the
original
handled
which is

INDEPENDENT DEALER handles most all of the best lines of merchandise,
he does not try to chisel the manufacturers out of some extra discount, or
manufacturer make up some light merchandise so as to compete with the
merchandise that is sturdy built. Compare each piece of merchandise)
by the chains, with that handled by your best Independent dealer and see
on top.

BEAUTIFUL"

City’s first board

of

censors approved the film, “Body of Beautiful,” after revisions had been promised,
with the board deciding the film was “educational” instead of “sexy.”
BOXOFFICE

seems

here that Leland Mischnick, former house
manager of the Kiva, who served the Westland Theatres in Pueblo, Colo, and is now
back, will run the Kiva through the summer.

G. Ralph Branton and J. J. Deitch went
into Chicago last week for a conference
loith Charles Reagan, Paramount western
division sales head.

J. A. Brown Rites

an-

other beautiful new neighborhood theatre
with the opening of the new Avalon Sunday. It is a 1,000-seat house representing
a $100,000 investment. The owner is the
Franklin Amusement Co. which has a circuit of theatres, including a number of
other neighborhood houses here.

Art Stolte and Dave Dewey are spending considerable time in Waterloo, la.,
superintending the remodeling of the
Strand for Tri-States. The house will reopen on July 2.
A. H. Blank and son, Raymond, hurried
into Chicago for the big fight. Mr. Blank
returned to Des Moines immediately but
Raymond is staying on for a few days.

LINCOLN

city will have

26, 1937.

DES MOINES

THEATRE
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CO.
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Union

.sior Springs, and the union
theatres in that town.

Bargains

(Continued

from page 131)

ushers and usherettes; not over 6 days a
week or seven hours a day. These seven
hours must be worked in not more than
two even periods to start from opening
time of the theatre and to run till said
periods are finished or from the time that
is not more than 71/2 hours prior to closing.
Back doormen, porters, cleaners and
maids: Time and one-half for overtime.
Seven hours a day, 40 hours a week.
For subsequent runs the demands are
practically the same with respect to hours.
Cashiers: 37 hour week, seven hours a day.
Others, 42 hour week. Time and one-half
for overtime.
Under the agreement theatre working
hours for various employes would be shortened by six to 15 hours per week.
Closed

Shop

Asked

The letter to theatres, signed by Felix
Snow, representative of the lATSE, asks
recognition of the union as exclusive bargaining agent for “our members in this
theatre.”
The agreement asks the theatre to emplay none other than members of Local No.
24 in good standing. The employes of this
theatre to consist of not less then the present number employed, June 19, 1937, and as
many others as may be necessary. Portions
of a week shall be paid for at the rate of
six days a week.
"The
allowed
weekly
help. )

business representative of this
to furnish all employes except
salaries."

(Which

means

extra

Local
those
and

be
on

relief

"Each
and every first-run theatre," reads the
agreement, "must employ at least two usher exe' Utives, a chief of service and an assistant chief
of service who
are members
of Local 24. Said
chief of service
ice staff.

is to have

"The chief of
the management
"(a)

full charge

of

the

serv-

service shall be responsible
for the following:

Proper selection and training
and women
for ushers.

"(b)

Proper floor
suggest.

coverage,

"(c)

All
staff. service

pertaining

"(d)

Making
ushers.

out

of

as

manager

to

working

of

the

to

for

Rules

The union agrees to i)ermit dismissal of any
employe for intoxication or dishone.sty, providing
a notice is mailed without delay to the local.
It agrees to furnish competent, experienced and
reliable employes, not to uphold any member
discharged for intoxication or dishonesty.
It agrees further:
To conform to the rules that the theatre may
make,

provided they don’t conflict with this agreement or rules of Local 24, and to properly discipline any memlier who shall disregard to interest
of his employer or conduct himself in siu h a way

as to injure his employer’s business.
Time begins as called for by the manager
ends ditto.
In

adjustment of any differences or technicalities not plainly construed, when
difficulties
might arise in the understanding of this agreement. at all times the decision of the executive
board of the union shall be recognized till the next
regular meeting of the local.

Outside

Work

Members
of Local 24 must not do work outside
the jurisdiction granted them by the lATSE
and
MPMO
or infringe on the jurisdiction of any other
trade local.
Nothing in the agreement "shall ever be construed to interfere with any obligation" of the
local to the lATSE
and MPMO
or to the Allied
Amusement
Crafts of Kansas City. (The Allied
Amusement
Crafts is composed of the musicians,
motion picture operators, stage hands, bill posters,
and now the theatre employes. Under it, if one
group walks out on strike, the other groups are
not allowed to work.)

Claim

150 Members

The local now claims 150 members
with all the
more important houses in Kansas City represented.
It even has members
from the Fox Beyer, Excel-
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Omaha

Exchange

Union

Omaha — Formation

Chartered

of Local

B47,

Film

Exchange Employes Union of lATSE, has
been completed with election of officers
and receipt of a charter.
Elected president was Charles Lorenz,
M-G-M shipper. Other officers include Sid
McArdle, United Artists shipper, business
agent; Lon Dolan, Film Transport Co.
driver, first vice-president; Fred Hunt,
Quality Theatre Supply packer, second
vice-president; Catherine Nodean, M-G-M
inspectress, secretary; Herb Mogard, Paramount shipper, treasurer, and Peggy Bragg,
Warner inspectress, recording secretary.
The union has a total of 83 members to
date, the inspectresses and shippers of all
exchanges coming in 100 per cent. A few
of the poster clerks and three drivers of
film transport companies who also neglected unionization during the recent strike
of 6,000 truck drivers have not joined yet.
A meeting will be held Tuesday night,
June 29, when the proposed demands to
be presented distributors will be decided
upon.

Ballantyne Sales
Omaha — R. S. Ballantyne

lantyne Co. announces
ment installations;

of Scott-Bal-

the following equip-

I’ooling system in the new Tivoli Theatre being opened by C. E, Cook of Marysville. Mo., at
Savannah,
Mo.; sound systems in Bill Youngclaus’ Island, Grand
Island, Neb,, and Ole Lehman's Harris Theatre. Avoca, la.

IOWA

NOTES

H. S. FRAME==
JJARRY PACE, manager of the Princess
Theatre at West Union, has purchased
the building which houses his theatre. Last
year he installed a new air cooling system
and is starting on the installation of a blue
vitrolite front. While this is being applied
he will enlarge the lobby, move the boxoffice out to the street entrance, add some
new seats
and a new marquee and acoustical ceiling.
Ajidy Talbott, manager of the Iowa
Theatre at Cedar Rapids, leaves July 1 on
a fishing trip to northern Wisconsin. From
there he goes to Chicago for a business
conference and later to his former home
in Michigan. He expects to be gone about
three weeks.
Jack Kuech, manager of the Gem Theatre at Charles City, has completed the modernization of his theatre and as is customary with theatre owners in Iowa had a celebration party recently. About 40 film salesmen and exchange managers were up from
Des Moines and the following nearby exhibitors were present: Louis Frana, Calmar; George Schwenniger, Osage; E. C.
Potter, New Hampton; Chas. Peterson,
Hampton; V. F, Hagemann, Waverly, E, M.
Phillips, Charles City. Entertainment was
in the form of a golf tournament, after
which lunch was served by Mr. and Mrs.
Kuech at their home.
John Davis, manager of the Monte Theatre at Montezume, is installing an air conditioning system.

TRADE

DIDECTCDy
QUIDE FOR THE
KANSAS CITY

A HANDY
EQUIPMENT

AND

EXHIBITOR

SUPPLIES

A. A. Electric Machinery Co.
Ernest Amoneno, Mgr.
1117 Cherry St.
Great

Western

817 Holmes

Phone:

vwvmvwi

EXHIBITOR

ASSOCIATIONS

Independent Theatre Owners Association
3501 Gladstone — BEnton 5456

Victor 8796

Stage Equipment

E. Rolsky, Pres.

Sec'y

K. M. T. A.

Co.

St.
T. L. Greening,
Phone: Victor 9078

Ed Hartman,

Mgr.

128 W.

18th St. —

John Staple, Pres.

Harrison

4825

R. R. Biechele, Sec.-Treas.

and

the

No

over

may

"(e) Making out weekly pay roll.
"(f) Proper filling of tlieatre.
"(g) Efficiency of service staff."
The chief and his assistant shall and must be
able to work alternating shifts, one opening the
theatre, the other closing it.
Continuation of the present vacation-with-pay
l>olicy.

Dismissal

jurisdiction

men

service

schedules

has

Theatres in which the owner and members
of
his family sell tickets, take them up, and in general handle the whole job of operation are not
being approached by the union, it is said.
Union representatives want to discuss the agreement with theatre owners and managers this week
(of June 21).

Stebbins

Theatre

Equipment

Co.

SCREEN

1804 Wyandotte St.
C. H. Badger, Mgr.
Phone: GRand

Alexander
Southwest
309 West

Theatre

Douglas

Equipment

Ave.

Co., Inc.

Wichita, Kas.

C. D. Peck, Mgr.

Phone

PUBLICITY

0134

2-2153

Motion

Film Company

Picture Advertising

E. L. Harris, Dist. Mgr., Mo., Kan., Neb., Iowa.
239 East 72nd Terrace

Phone:

Hlland

2694

AIR CONDITIONING
Peterson
Washed

Freezem

Air Units, all sizes, blowers,

units, spray

nozzles, multiblade

G. A. Peterson
109 W.

VI. 3535

18th St. — Kansas

SOUND

Mfg. Co.

H. F. Rodick
City, Mo.

K. C. SOUND

home

rotors

SERVICE

Syncroiilm
W. L.

SERVICE

Sound Equipment and Service
130 W. 18th St.
W. P.

Norris

HA

4783
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gXPLOITEER and Mrs. Ted Emerson of
Tri-States last week celebrated their
18th wedding anniversary.

Nabes Tilt Admissions in

Mrs. Jessie Attel, sister of Director Irving
Cummings, visited in Omaha with Mrs.
Jennie Yaeger and Mrs. I. M. Weiner, the
latter being wife of Columbia’s
manager.

Omaha; First-Runs Hold

branch

Omaha- — Although

Manager and Mrs. Bob Jesse of the
Grand in Wymore, Neb., are the parents
of a six-pound daughter, who has been
named Dee Ann.

Multiple Features Into
Four More
Omaha — Ralph

Speaking of hobbies, Al Thrall, manager
of the Sioux at Anthon, la., has one few
would attempt. He raises bees.
Publicity Director Louise Cotter of the
Brandeis is back from Los Angeles. She
made the usual rounds of the studios, renewing friendships with old friends in the
business, including Helen Broderick, whom
she met in the days of the old Orpheum
here.
Assistant Manager John Quinlan of the
Brandeis was to leave on his vacation trip
to Los Angeles right away.

Goldberg

of

the

Goldberg Theatre Corp., who started
the multiple -feature plan in Omaha
at his Town Theatre, is branching,
showing occasional triple bills also
at the Avenue, Arbor, Military and
Winn theatres.
At present, however, Goldberg is
not even attempting to tie his record
of five features for price of one,
which he set at the Town Theatre’s
Saturday midnight shows. He’s showing four on the midnight program
now.
So far none of the other managers
have fallen in line on the triple bills.

Howard Shortley, manager of the Military, is pursuing trout in the cooler Black
Hills on his vacation.
The retort elegant was made by Sam
Epstein of the Epstein Theatre Corp. of
Walt Green of Fepco at opening of Sam’s
new liquor store on N. 16th St., just a block
from Eilmrow. The Row’s thirsty were in
helping Sam celebrate the opening and
Green bought a round. Then he discovered
he only had some small change in his
pocket. “Put it on the cuff, will you Sam?”
he asked. “Sure,” cracked Sam, “but don’t
send the shirt to the laundry.” Incidentally
this is the second of the Epstein Bros,
liquor stores.
Bob Fulton, manager of the Paramount
at Waterloo, la., paused in town to renew
acquaintances while en route to the coast
on the trip he won for doing the best
business
jubilee.

during

Adolph

Zukor’s

silver

Alvin Asher, the former Omaha Orpheum press agent, is writing a script for
Monogram’s Dick Merrill picture and also
will have a play, “Love Is Laughing ,” produced on Broadway this fall. Asher writes
under the name of Alden Nash, but another Alvin Asher — his cousin — also can
be found in the Los Angeles phone book.
Mrs. Harry Shumow, wife of the M-G-M
branch manager, has gone to Milwaukee
where her father is ailing.
The Little Brown Church of the Vale at
Nashua, la., got another Eilmrow wedding
this week, this time that of Eddie Rostermund. United Artists salesman, to Alice M.
Fuhlrodt of Omaha.

KANSAS STILL AFTER
FIRST RUN RIGHTS
Kansas

City — “Even

Osborne

price scales of down-

town houses have remained stationary,
neighborhood prices have risen during the
last six months, a survey shows.
Ralph Goldberg has upped the Arbor
from 20 to 25 cents and the Winn from 15
to 20 four days a week; Augie Herman the
Muse from 15 to 20 four days; the Epsteins
the Lothrop from 15 to 20 four days; Carl
Snider the Victoria from 10 to 20 and the
Garden from 10 to 15 four days.
Of the balance of nabes, all are 25 cent
houses the entire week except the Maryland, a 20-center; the Mueller, 20 cents
four days and 15 cents three days, and the
Park 15 cents seven days.
The Military even ups prices to 30 cents
for some exceptionally strong bills.
According to Miss Regina Molseed, secretary of the Omaha Film Board of Trade,
the summer situation is strongest in theatre history here. With recent opening of
the Empire, a 15-cent house catering to the
Italian populace by F. J. Blancato, there
are 28 houses operating here.

and Olathe,

Kan., Are Seeing Films A Month or More
Before Citizens Here.” This two-column
heading and the story it introduced in the
Kansas, Kansas City, Kas., June 20, is an
example of the manner in which the newspaper is keeping alive the city and the exhibitors’ fight for first run picture across
the river.
“Small cities throughout Kansas continue to have first-run screenings of Hollywood’s latest film productions along with
the main theatres in Kansas City, Mo.,
while Kansas City, Kas. must sit by and
wait a month or more to see the ‘latest’,”
the article on the front page read.
“This persistent flaunting of the state’s
first city is being permitted by the ‘Barons
of Hollywood,’ the motion picture producers and distributors who dictate who shall
see what pictures when.

“The results of this discrimination,”
continued the Kansas, “were again graphically revealed by ‘The Movie Man’ (E. E.
Horton) who broadcasts three times a week
over radio station KCKN, the KansaiTs
broadcasting service.”
The Kansas goes on to cite statements
of “the movie man” relative to showing of
pictures in small Kansas towns already
shown in Kansas City, Mo., but for which
Kansas City, Kas., will have to wait 28
days or so.

THE SUPREME ACHIEVEMENT
IN THE ART OF SOUND
REPRODUCTION

THE PERFECT SOUND HEAD,
SINGLE UNIT CONSTRUCTION,—
ADAPTABILITY TO PUSH PULL
RECORDINGS—
ALL FILM TRAVEL ON
ROTATING SURFACES,—
PERFECT SCANNING WITH
THE GYROFILTER,—
PREFOCUSED EXCITER
LIGHT CARRIAGE,—
CONSTANT AXIS
OPTICAL LENS CARRIAGE,—

PLU S

“HUSHED BACKGROUND" REPRODUCTION
WITH THE DUO SOUND MASTER
AMPLIFIER
P L U S
PERFECT REPRODUCTION
PERFECT DISTRIBUTION
WITH THE DUO SOUND MASTER
TWO-WAY HORN SYSTEM.

Paramount office members picnic Saturday at Linoma beach west of Omaha.
Incidentally the recently -ended trucker
strike hit the local Paramount exchange
pretty bad — it delayed delivery of new air
(Continued on next page)
BOXOFFICE

: ; June 26, 1937

RIDER
Wauneta,

MANUFACTURERS

REBUILDING

Neb. — Frank

E. Rider

219 NORTH

ANQ

WHOLESALERS

I6IM STREET. . - OMAHA.

NEBR.

is re-

building his Crystal at Wauneta, Neb., 400seat house, for opening around July 4.

QUALITY ABOVE
PRICED BELOW

COMPARISON
COMPARISON 139

KAYCEE
(Continued from page 136)
this week: those of W. L. Norris, L. F. Dur-.
land, Paul Humston, M. G. Shackelford,
and even Stanley Goldberg at Monogram
Pictures of Kansas City. The outfit moved
from fifth back into third place last week
— nationally.
Prints on “13th Man” were expected in
this week, the exchange’s first, which may
have something to do with the pleasant
physiognomies, along with the announcement from Hollywood that they’ve started
shooting Dick Merrill in “Transatlantic
Flight.”
R. W. McEwan who distributes Bank
Night, and Mrs. McEwan left Wednesday
for Denver, where Affiliated Enterprises
will convention June 26 and 27. The McEwans drove.
Harry Wheeler, booker at Paramount, is
on vacation where the fish are biting — he
hopes.
Miss

Katherine

Shafer

of Metro

left

early in the week for a two weeks’ vacation
in the Ozarks.
Miss Ruth Taylor, UA, returned Monday
from her vacation, and after two weeks was
all plastered. However, it was court plaster, on her cheek.
Norris B. Cresswell, prominent Filmrow
photographer, is vacationing in Toronto,
Canada, for two weeks.
Mrs. William
Boxoffice

G. Formby,

editor, returned

wife of the

home

Wednes-

day from a two weeks’ stay at St. Luke’s
Hospital following the birth of a sevenpound girl.
Mrs.
public
visitor
to New

Hattie Gray Baker of the 20th-Fox
relations department was a local
Tuesday en route from California
York.

WEINBERGER SLATES
34 FILMS FOR YEAR
New York — A program of 34 pictures
for the coming season is announced by
Mack D. Weinberger, general sales manager of Certified Pictures, who plans to
distribute the company’s product through
25 franchise exchanges which he expects
to close within the next month.
Weinberger, who resigned as general
sales manager of General Pictures to join
the new producing and distributing organization, says that 12 of the company’s program will be produced by Certified, the
balance by outside producers.

RKO CURRENT SEASON
NEARED PACT ZENITH
New York — Nearly 1,000 more contracts
were signed by RKO Radio with exhibitors
during 1936-37 than in 1935-36, Jules Levy,
general sales manager, said on his return
from the national convention in Hollywood
last week.
Figuring the total possibilities for RKO
at 10,021 theatres in the country. Levy
said that 9,519 accounts were closed for the
current product. The figure for 1935-36
was 8,833.
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Varieti] Luncheons
Dropped for Summer
Kansas

City — The

last bi-weekly

lunch-

eon of Variety Club was consumed on
Monday. Arrival of hot weather, together
with the vacation season, determined members to discontinue the affairs until fall.
With Finton Jones hammering the water
glass gavel, the final meeting produced a
lot of fun for all of the 50 in attendance.
Senn Lawler announced a drawing for four
delegates to the National Education Association conference, and then submitted
them to an intelligence test on the order
of Professor Quizz and of the Fox Plaza’s
Thursday night “question box” program.
Those who won the honor of drawing
and being asked five questions apiece were
Robert F. Withers, Arthur Cole, Rube Finkelstein and Robert Carnie. All of them
were definitely gun-shy, and Finkelstein
was the
know’s”
a pint
Jones,

OMAHA
(Continued

from preceding page)

conditioning equipment. Now that the
strike is over, however, the cooling should
start within a week.
A. J. “Jack” Rhodes, trust official of the
Omaha National bank, is having himself a
time in his role of theatre manager. With
the Paramount in litigation he’s taken
control and is reported prowling around
the darkened house worrying about all the
little matters which used to give District
Manager Evert R. Cummings of Tri-States
a headache. And still no customer for
the house.
Paramount Salesman Ike Rubin is flourishing the watch he won for being district
leader in the sales drive and awarded at
the Los Angeles convention.
Evert Cummings,
chairmanis ofseeking
Variety’sa
entertainment
committee,
name band for the club’s July dinner dance
at the Fontenelle Hotel.

author of a conspiracy of “I don’t
in an attempt to throw the prize,
of fire water, donated by Finton
to Arthur Cole. The audience

Visitors sighted along the Row: R. V.
Fletcher of Hartington, Neb.; Bill Lannon
of West Point, Neb.; Charley Prokop of

promptly started prompting the contestants, until Lawler started replacing those
on the floor with prompters from the audience. L. F. Durland replaced Withers,
Freddie Meyn followed Finkelstein and R.
R. Biechele went in for Carnie. Cole won
going away.
From John Harris, national VC president, came an invitation for local Variety
to send its best golfer to a national tournament to be held in Pittsburgh in September.

Wahoo, Neb.; Morton Troxell of Wilbur,
Neb.; Mr. and Mrs. Ed Kugel of Holstein,
la.; Herb Thomas of Kingsley and Moville,
la.; Mr. and Mrs. John Nofsinger of Madisoji, Neb., and Frank Hollingsworth of
Beatrice, Neb.

The Variety Club-Filmrow picnic will go
over to September this year due to the
heat.

the Muse Theatre, took in the Joe LouisJimmy Braddock fight in Chicago.

Among the guests at the luncheon Monday were Lou Schutte of the Schutte Lumber Co. (Leo Finkelstein) ; Earl Kerr,
Council Bluffs, la. (Frank Hensler) ; Frank
Weary, Richmond, Mo., (Ralph Morrow) ;
A1 Tanner, 20th-Fox, (Gus Kubitzki) ;
Howard Kinser, 20th-Fox, (Douglas
Desch), and Ralph Abbett, Jam Handy
Corp., Detroit, (L. F. Durland).

DON DAVIS AND BOYS
BUSY INSTALLING lOBS
Kansas

City — Don

Davis

and

his RCA

“hi fi” boys are busy again.
Larry Larsen is installing 10 outlets, providing RCA equipment for 20 listeners who
have difficulty in hearing in his Civic at
Webb City, Mo. Theatres have found these
good business builders, according to Harry
Somerville of the RCA office here.
J. K. Powell recently took over the Oliver
at Palisade, Neb., and is installing new
RCA equipment.

RKO Delegation in K. C.
Kansas

branch

City — RKO

managers and
tended the company’s
Angeles, stopped off in
ly Wednesday at 5 p.
east.

sales

executives,

salesmen, who atconvention in Los
Kansas City briefm. en route to the

Helen

Baum, M-G-M’s
tioning in Indiana.
AUGIE

HERMAN

Omaha — Augie

biller, is vaca-

AT FIGHT

Herman,

co-manager

of

Classes in Projection for
School Operator
New

York

—

Apprehension

over

possible harmful reactions to theatres if an accident should occur during the showing of classroom films by
untrained operators who are usually
helpless in the case of fire has caused
Des Moines and Cleveland exhibitor
groups to ask city officials to institute projection instruction among
faculty and pupil operators, it is
learjied here.
For the purpose of familiarizing
amateur operators along lines of fire
prevention. City Fire Marshal Charles
Barker of Des Moines will supervise
an inspection tour of schools, it was
said by Arthur Dickinson of the Hays
office here, who is in charge of this
phase of work.
Projection instruction will also be
given at 29 schools in Cleveland, it
was said. In that city two-reel films
or serials are shown to pupils who
remain in school during the lunch period.
In New York and other cities operators’ unions have demanded employment of their members in schools
using films, as a fire prevention
measure.
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TEXAS ALMOST FREE OF CASH GIHS
Dallas Exchanges

San

on Five-Dag Week
Dallas — With

M-G-M

leading

the

way,

closing down its exchange all day on Saturdays during the summer, other companies are following suit with United Artists and Warner Bros, also going to a
five-day week.
The 20th Century-Fox exchange is letting half its personnel off every other Saturday and may close entirely that day provided the other distributors fall in line.
Exhibitors are warned to govern their
needs from the above companies accordingly, at least as far as requiring Saturday
service is concerned. It was said, however, these companies will remain prepared to handle any Saturday emergency, but
not routine business.

ROBBER GETS $1,500
AT DALLAS THEATRE
Dallas — A

lone

high-jacker

held

up,

bound employes and walked away with
$1,500 cash at the White Theatre in broad
morning daylight. The amount represented receipts from the White, Forest and
Dal-Sec, three Interstate south side theatres. Detectives indicated they had a clue
during the week.
The bandit approached H. T. Long,
manager; a porter; Jack Bishop, Frank
Green, and Allen Sweatt, before escaping.

Service Record
Atlanta

—

C.

D.

Beeland,

Not Over 25 Theatres in the
State Holding Drawings
Since Court Ruling

Triples at Bargain
New Hypo

president

of

Strickland Industrial Film Co., set a new
record for service recently in the processing and sound recording in five days of a
six-reel feature film made by Historical
Record Films, Inc., for the city of Miami.
Received on Monday, the 14,000 feet of film
was edited and cut to 6,000 feet, sound recorded and completed by Friday.

Antonio —

Triple

features

were

Dallas — Film

presented at the National and Zaragosa theatres, West Side houses, last
week, at two-for-one for 20 cents
admission and a dime for childreyi.
This is a new inducement here since
Bank Nights and other giveaways
have been banned. The Obrero Theatre, Mexican house on West Houston St., is offering double programs
daily for 10 cents, and a nickel for
kids.

opening

of

the

Bargain

Ga.
South

crisp.

J. W.
Texas

Double

Bills

practice.
Lottery

Case

in

Sherman

Many other theatres over the state are
holding up their awards definitely until
the Bank Night situation is clarified, if
and when.
Charges of operating a lottery were filed
(Continued on page 147)

Salesmen whose past year’s record entitled them to membership in the 100 per
cent club included W. J. Collins, Atlanta;
W. V. Adwell, Dallas; R. F. Brannon,
Charlotte; P. Harrison, Jacksonville, and
N. J. Colquhoun, Memphis.

Southwestern

BENEDIC,

and

going to be watched.
In Archer City the pot was up to $100.
The Royal believed the money belonged to
the people and held a series of drawings
of $10 each one night until the amount
had been distributed and discontinued the

Honors to RKOites

W.

Days

Drawings have been utilized by most
exhibitors to consume their sluff films or
to diminish their overbuys. To those
who have realized extra profits from money
night arises anticipation on how increased
film rentals and more rigid contracts are

Los Angeles — J. B. Cummings was promoted from booker to salesman at the
Dallas office of RKO. Notice of the promotion came at the RKO sales convention held here last week.

NELL

are

a week to take up the slack which drawings formerly accomplishedOn the Row Wednesday a well-known
exhibitor said he had been using seven
pictures a week in his theatre and now
would be forced to cut down to probably
four.

M. E. Wiman, formerly with the North
Carolina Theatres in Charlotte, is the new
Memphis manager; Glenn Calvert, formerly with Paramount and the old Fox exchanges, office manager and booker; and
Miss
retary.Iris Beavers, Birmingham, office sec-

V.

year

At least one bargain day has been substituted in most theatres which relied on
drawing altogether heretofore. In other
instances there are now two bargain days

new

Monogram Pictures Exchange here will be
held Monday, June 28, John W. Mangham, president of Monogram in the Southeast, announced during a visit to the office this week. The exchange opened last
Monday, but the ceremonies will take place
next week.

SOUTHERN EDITION Is One of the Seven Sectional Editions in Which BOXOFFICE Is Published Weekly. The
Other Six Editions Are; NEW ENGLAND, MIDEAST, CENTRAL, MIDWEST, WESTERN, EASTERN.

this

appeals.
Two or three neighborhood theatres in
Dallas who planned to continue their
drawings last week were promptly notified
by the district attorneys office to desist —
which they did. The few remaining drawings now going on over the state are believed to be only temporary.

FORMAL OPENING
BY MONO. EXCHANGE
Memphis — Formal

companies

out after increased film rentals for the
new season and exhibitors in the majority
are squawking over their loss of Bank
Night. Probably not more than 25 theatres in Texas held drawings this week. All
the major circuits quit entirely following
a lottery verdict of the court of criminal

Editor,

Southeastern

LEIGH,
Editor,

1509
531

Bodenger
N.

210

Editor,

St., San

S.

148 H

Blvd.,

Harwood
Walton

New

Antonio,

Orleans.
Tex,

St.. Dallas,

St., N. W.,
LES

Tex.

Atlanta,

KETNER,

ATHLETIC EXCHANGE
HANDLES FIGHT FILM
Dallas — The

Braddock-Louis

Interstate and Light Co.
Renew Relations

eight round

slugging contest which set radio fans on
edge Tuesday night is ready for immediate showing in theatres throughout the
territory with the film being released and
distributed by Athletic Film Exchange,
304 S. Hardwood St.
The same exchange brought exhibitors
the Schmeling-Louis bout which cleaned
up in almost every theatre it played.
Critics at the ringside pronounced Tuesday night’s fight the greatest heavyweight
championship go in all history. First
showings were made over the weekend.
Out-of-town exhibitors on the Row Wednesday were milling about the Athletic
office seeking dates as early as possible.
Beliefs are numerous the current fight will
establish a new record as compared to
showings of all previous fight films.
ENLARGING
Aspermont,

ASPERMONT

Tex. — Pete

QUEEN

Blackshear

an-

nounces he will soon remodel and enlarge
the Queen. The work will include more
slope to the floor, new equipment throughout with upholstered seats and gas heating
system.
NEW

COOLER

Anson,

FOR

ANSON

Tex. — Will Pence

PALACE

has installed

a

new and larger washed air cooling system
in the Palace and has moved the old Palace plant into the Lyric.

Dallas — After buying

private light

and power equipment for the Palace
in Ft. Worth and a theatre in Wichita Falls, the Interstate circuit and
poiver companies have gotten together to the extent that the private
plants will not be used in those
spots, it was learned this week in
Dallas.

Tex. — Claude

Dallas — National

Kitts, pro-

jectionist from Dallas, is employed by A1
Stoddard at the Madison Theatre, succeeding J. S. Oakes who was transferred to
the Oak Theatre at Oakwood. Kitts in
his new assignment is credited with having made improvements in both sound and
vision. The Madison is also enjoying increased attendance with its summer policy
of four changes at reduced prices.

Nelson Rejoins Simpson
Tex. — R.

W.

Simpson,

Supply

Co.

Robert Hooks, who was in Dallas Monday from
Mineola took back in his car two National 30 amp
rectifiers with meters and tubes.
Bert Davis of the Bryson at Bryson also took
home a pair of the same rectifiers and placed an
order for an air wisher and pump which he will
add to his present equipment.
Mrs.
Grand

John Stiles
at Ennis.

local

theatre manager and owner, announced
that J. A. Nelson again would become a
business partner in the Paducah houses
and that Nelson would arrive from his
home at Fort Worth the first part of July
to take over active management while
Simpson is away on vacation.

purchased

a

new

screen

R. E. Griffith Theatres purchased de
frames for the new Lyric at Odessa.

for the

luxe

lobby

Two Dark in Santone
San

Paducah,

Theatre

which issues a Film Exchange Telephone
Directory in card form and at regular intervals, has put into the mails its June,
1937 card which was sent to all theatres
in the territory. Distribution was also
made to film and service companies on
Filmrow. The new card is printed in black
on a pink background with red border.
National suggests that all previous cards
be destroyed.
In the sales end National reports that Lawrence
Fontana has installed wool velvet carpet in the
Dreamland
at Port Arthur.

Kitts at Madisonville
Madisonville,

DALLAS NTSC ISSUES
NEW TELEPHONE CARD

Antonio — Only

two

local theatres

remain closed at the end of the fiscal year,
Boxoffice

here

learned

in a

recent

sur-

vey. The dark houses here are the Beethoven Hall, and Victor’s Sam Houston, both
having been out of service for several years.
QUEEN
Merkel,

INSTALLS
Tex. — The

MIRROPHONIC
Queen,

in the R. E.

Griffith circuit, has installed new
phonic sound.

Mirro-

COOLING
Is Essential To Your Box-Office
Immediate

Deliveries on

BLOWERS-WASHERS
and Accessories

REFRIGERATION:
210 SOUTH

142

HERBER

HARWOOD

Quick Deliveries and Installation
on Refrigeration Equipment.

BROTHERS

(THE PHOTO-TALKER

CO.)

DALLAS.
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HURRY

FOR DATES !
on the

BRADDOCK-LOUIS
FIGHT PICTURE

EDWIN

C. HILL AND CLEM McCARTHY SAY IT IS THE GREATEST HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPIONSHIP CLASH IN ALL SPORTS HISTORY.

8 Rounds

of Furious

Action.

In Natural

and

Motion,

Shot From

a

REMEMBER

YOUR

GROSSES

Now

We

Slow

Ringside
ON OUR PREVIOUS

Seat.
FIGHT FILMS

Bring You

BRADDOCK-LOUIS
for your

MONEY
Huxry

NIGHTS
for Dates!

ATHLETIC FILM EXCHANGE
304 S. HARWOOD

Phones 7-4736 — 2-1612

DALLAS

NEW

OlimLEAN^

^HE New Orleans branch of Monogram
Southern Exchange, Inc., has announced several changes in the branch effective
as of June 21: Henry Roberts has been
appointed assistant booker to Henry Thibodeaux who in turn has been assigned a
definite zone and in addition will also
handle the subsequent run accounts in
New Orleans. M. E. Wiman, formerly
associated with the Wilby-Kincey chain in
the Carolinas, has been placed in charge
of the Memphis office which opened June
21. J. Harry Spann, who formerly was
assigned to the district of New Orleans
and Memphis, has been permanently placed in charge of the New Orleans office.

THEATRE ENTERPRISES
PLAN FOR CHARLOTTE
Charlotte,

The search for a New

Orleans boy and

girl to play juvenile roles in "The Buccaneer,” motion picture based on the life of
LaFitte the pirate, which will be filmed
in New Orleans under the direction of Cecil
B. DeMille, is being made here under the
sponsorship of United Theatres. A motion
picture showing screen tests which have
already been made and the parade of con(Continued on page 150)

C. — Ellis Blumenthal

N.

C. — The

Pastime

—

The

OCHS
New

SETTLED

York — Herbert

is in

Georgiana — Plans

are under

way

to en-

large the Grand Theatre here, increasing
the seating capacity to 600. New sound
and projection equipment and an air conditioning system will be installed. The
Grand Theatre is owned by the Peoples
Theatres, Inc., of Union Springs, Ala. F. L.
Griffin is the new manager.
A. Doster, manager

of

FLORIDA
Daytona

Beach — The

Ritz Theatre

suf-

fered the loss of two nights’ boxoffice receipts when burglars entered the theatre.
GEORGIA

Crescent

Palace

Theatre

at Athens

has closed for the summer months, according to Manager A. D. Robertson.
MISSISSIPPI
Amory — B. Haberfeld,

manager

of the

V’ariety and Strand of Amory, has opened
the new Strand.

IN EAST
J. Ochs,

program

progress at the Ritz Theatre.

Athens — The

Amusement Co. of Nashville has purchased
a building from C. V. Edwards and R. F.
Long, and plans a modern theatre in time
for a fall opening.

Warner

southern and western sales manager, has
brought his wife and five children up from
Atlanta, Ga., and is settling them at a
residence in Rye, N. Y.

Biloxi — M.

E. Ferrera,

manager

of the

Saenger Theatre, Biloxi, has installed an
air conditioning system.
(Continued on page 146)

CHARLOTTE

99 IN NOW ON
THE JOB

S!

WITH 90° to 100° PROOF HEAT

BUT YOU

COMFORT

Theatre

Building to Crescent
Tenn.

renovation

the Tivoli Theatre, has installed a cooling
system.

building has been sold by the Shuford
estate to J. M. Smith of Asheville. The
building was damaged by fire about six
months ago. It is valued at $50,000.

Springfield,

TOPICS

ALABAMA
Athens — A

Montgomery — W.

Pastime Bldg. Sold

ATLANTA!

“OLD SOL

of

Winston-Salem and Charlotte, president
of the Theatre Enterprises Co., has leased
a building for a new theatre on South
Tryon St., here.
Work on the building will be begun as
soon as plans are completed. It will have
a seating capacity of about 600 and will
be air conditioned. It will be named the
Tryon. The Theatres Enterprises Co.
operates the Hollywood and LaFayette
theatres here.

Hickory,

Fire recently destroyed the $5,000 Castleman Theatre, at Waterproof, La., caused
damage estimated at $2,500 to the adjacent Bank of St. Joseph and slight damage to a barber shop. Thomas Castleman,
owner of the theatre, said he was rewinding film when it burst into flames. No one
was injured.

N.

TERRITORY

CAN

COOLING

GET
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THEATRE

2!

WITH

NATIONAL
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n
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w
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JT’S a 7-lb. boy at J. R. Edwards’ home,
''' born June 16. Papa is confirmation
clerk at Warner Bros.
C. E. Peppiatt, GB manager who has
been seriously ill at his home for several
weeks,

is reported to be very much
proved. However, he is still wider

imthe

Court Upholds Right to Sue
for Libel Over Warner Film

doctor’s orders to “rest in bed’’ and stay
away from his office until September.
Jack Barrett, Accessory Consolidation
Service, has moved his offices from 109
Walton

St. to 1831/2 Walton

St.

Warner Bros, home office officials visiting Atlanta this week were Carl Leserman, Mike Dolan and Fred Jack.
N. H. Waters, president of Waters Theatres, Inc., Birmingham, was on the Row
this week. He stated that he was remodeling the Woodlawn Theatre. New air cooling system is being installed.
Bill Bullard

of Film

Forwarding

Deepest sympathy is extended to T. C.
McMinn, manager of the Lyric Theatre,
Cullman, Ala., in the loss of his wife.
Mrs. Leila Taylor, Cherokee Theatre,
Copperhill, Tenn., stopped off for a visit
to the Row en route home from a Florida
vacation.
P. Rieger, Universal home office auditor,
left this week for the New Orleans office.
Stephens, Universal
cationing in Savannah.

booker

is va-

R. D. Word of the Ritz Theatre and C.
R. Long, formerly of the Bocanita Theatre,
Scottsboro, were on the Row booking this
week. Long recently joined Word in his
Ritz Theatre.
The

Film

Exchange

Employes

Local B-49, held a special meeting
night.
Mrs. Fannie
is vacationing

Other

from

Union
Monday

Kinstein, secretary at RKO,
in New York City.

A. B. Padgett,
returned

M-G-M

a good

Metroites
(Continued

booker,

“loafing”

are

Mrs.

on next page)

>'SMISUGRAPHIC
TRAILERS of
COMING ATTRACTIONS
$1:02 EACH

Plus Postage

No Order Filled For Less Than
Three (3) Trailers

Visugraphic Film Corp.
P. O. Box 385
BOXOFTICE

ATLANTA,

Loew’s Grand Theatre from a similar position with Loew’s State Theatre, Houston,
Tex.
Hart

fills the vacancy left by Eddie Pentecost, who was recently made manager

of Loew’s Grand,
resignation.

following

E. Melnicker’s

Named

L. & J. Manager

Atlanta — Allan D. Robertson of Athens,
Ga., has been named manager of L. & J.
Theatre interests in Savannah, Ga., filling the vacancy caused by the recent death
of Capt.
ident.

Harry M. Dodd, Savannah, according to Col. Arthur Lucas, L. & J. pres-

in the picture, “I am

a Fugitive

From

a

Chain Gang.”
The picture was based on the book “A
Fugitive From a Georgia Chain Gang,”
written by Robert Elliott Burns, who still
is a fugitive from Georgia protected by
the

state of New
tion to this state.

Commissioner

Jersey

Stanley

against

extradi-

filed the $100,000

suit in Fulton superior court against Warner Bros. Pictures, Inc., the Vitaphone
Corp., Vitagraph Inc., the Rialto Corp.,
Keith’s

Georgia,

R. B. Wilby

and

Earle

M.

Holden, producers, exhibitors and distributors of the picture. Judge Virlyn Moore
overruled demurrers filed by the defendruling.ants and the court of appeals affirmed his
“Cause
The

for

Action”

court of appeals held that Commis( Continued on page 149)
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$4.00
$8.00

(Without

Bulbs)

Add for Hand Operated
Color Wheel for
400 WATT
$1.40
1,000 WATT
$2.80

has just

vacation.

vacationing

Atlanta — Robert H. Hart has been
transferred here as assistant manager of

Depot

and the “Missus” of Paramount have just
returned from a two weeks vacation trip to
Daytona Beach, Fla., making short visits
to Silver Springs and Savannah.

Paul

HART TRANSFERRED
TO ATLANTA GRAND

Atlanta — The Georgia court of appeals
last Friday upheld the right of Vivien L.
Stanley, member of the Georgia prison
commission, to sue Warner Bros, and other
motion picture producers for alleged libel

GA.

Automatic Color Wheel
has Motor. Six Colors,
Easily Mounted. 110volt, 60 cycle current,
FOR 400 WATT
BEST SPOT
$5.60
EXTENSION FLOOR
STANDS ONLY $3.20
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THEATRE
“EVERYTHING
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FOR

EXCEPT
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CORP
THEATRE

FIEM”

150 WALTON

ST.

ATLANTA.
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Territory Topics

M. E. Wiman Heads
Memphis Monogram
Memphis — M. E. Wiman, formerly buyer
and booker for the Wilby-Kincey Theatres in North and South Carolina, has been
appointed branch manager of the local
Monogram

exchange. Before joining Wilby-Kincey Theatres, Wiman was associated with Paramount-Publix Theatres in
New York.
While more recently in the exhibition

May Defer Interstate
Case Until Fall
Dallas — Government and defense
attorneys in the injunction suit of
the United States vs. the Interstate
circuit and major film companies,
seeking to break an agreement forcing minimum prices for subsequent
runs in the key cities, may agree,
Boxoffice learns, to postpone the
hearing

NEWSOM MANAGER
KNOXVILLE RIVIERA
Knoxville, Tenn. — H. Milton Newsom
has been made manager of the Riviera
Theatre. He was formerly manager of the
Tennessee Theatre, Johnson City.
A native of Montgomery, Ala., Newsom
began his theatre career at the Paramount
Theatre as usher, later serving as doorman, assistant manager and manager.
Next he went to Birmingham as manager
of the Rialto and Strand, then to Johnson
City.

FILMROW BOOKERS
AT AL-DUN OPENING
Atlanta — Filmrow bookers were guests
of L. J. Duncan over the weekend at the
formal opening of Al-Dun Amusement’s
newest house, the Habersham Theatre in
Clarksville. Ga. This is the 15th theatre
under

the

management

Amusement
show house.

Co.,

and

of

the

A Martin-Ray Buy
Evergreen, Ala. — Announcement has
been made of the sale of the Evergreen
Theatre by William E. and Haywood
to the Martin-Ray Theatres, operators of the Pic Theatre. The new owners will dismantle and close the Evergreen, leaving the Pic Theatre as the only
local house.

threw

from

preceding

the patrons

NORTH

Lorene Cross, contract clerk, and
Euscha, accounting department.
The

Mrs. Ora

ballyhoo sound truck of Amity Pictures was redecorated and relettered for

Benner Theatre,
ing system.

Violet Edwards, Wrens, Ga., and Mrs. Willingham Wood, Washington, Ga.
Riley Davis’ friendly gesture to pet the
“nice kitty” captured on the weekend
party given by L. J. Duncan at Lake Burten didn’t save him from the vicious attack of a wild cat’s “kitty,” who nipped off
practically the end of his finger. Riley
turned the kitty, which they named “Tarzan,” over to Mayor Pro-Tern Hailey, who
adopted him as mascot of the Atlanta city
council.
A. C. CHAMP

NAMED

here

by the Peei’less Amusement

Co.

in their

CAROLINA
manager

of the

has installed a new
Carolina

cool-

Theatres

here

air cool-

Henderson — Mirrophonic sound has been
installed in the State Theatre here.
Kannapolis — Ushers and doormen at the
Gem Theatre here are sporting swanky
new

uniforms

jackets, white
bow ties.

consisting

of white

shoes, dress shirts and

dinner
black

TENNESSEE
Columbia — A. E. Shortly, manager of the
Princess Theatre, has announced that work
is under way on the remodeling of the
house.
Lebanon — Extensive improvements being
made at the Princess Theatre will include
installation of new equipment, cushioned
seats and the erection of a new marquee.
The Princess is the only motion picture
house in Lebanon and is owned by the
Crescent Amusement Co.
Manchester — Construction work on the
new Lyric Theatre Bldg, will be completed
in July,
Crescent
house.

according to reports from the
Amusement Co., owners of the

Nashville — The Belmont Theatre
has finished a complete paint job.

MANAGER

Morristown, Tenn. — A. C. Champ has
been made manager of the Palace Theatre

panic

the first to install the new
ing system in Wayne county.

the premiere showing of “Slaves in Bondage” at the Price Theatre, Thomson, Ga.,
Sunday, June 20, midnite show.
Among exhibitors on the Row were Col.
Sam
Borisky, Chattanooga, Tenn.; Ed
Beach, Silvertown Theatre, Thomaston,
Ga., A1 Sheppard, Waynesboro, Ga., E. J.
Hunter, Colquitt Theatre, Colquitt, Ga.,
Mrs. M. M. Osman, Covington, Ga., Mrs.

into a

Carthage — W. P. Benner,

At-

page)

144)

to get out. One casualty was reported when a patron pushed his hand
into a fan, badly damaging three fingers.

ATLANTA
(Continued

page

attempt

Goldsboro — The

only

Allen Duncan, son of the president, is
business manager. Mrs. Kelly of West
Point is cashier.

in Judge

from

Greenwood — A fire at the Dixie Theatre
recently destroyed the projection room and

were

Al-Dun

Clarksville’s

30

well’s court to the fall term, provided, of course. Judge Atwell concurs.

field of the industry, Wiman has had considerable experience in the distribution
end. He was a popular booker and office
manager for the old Pathe company, after
which he joined Liberty Specialty Co. in
Charlotte, N. C., as manager. When this
company was absorbed by Columbia Pictures, Wiman remained as branch manager, until he joined Paramount-Publix under William Saal.

set June

(Continued

on

Bldg,

Selmaer — R. B. Gooch has begun work
the construction of a modern motion

picture theatre
600.

here which

will seat about
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WOLF, operating the Gartex at Garland, but whose home is in Dallas, and
who has been connected in trade distribution formerly, has entered the premium
business, offering a line of chinaware,
glassware and dresserware. Wolf is representing the Quality Premium Distributors
of Philadelphia. He believes premiums are
in order to help fill the gap caused by a
recent ruling on drawings.
P. G. Cameron, Dallas showman, is planning to build a new theatre in Dallas or
suburbs within the near future. Final plans
are delayed because of the illness m Los
Angeles of his daughter-in-law, Mrs. Guy
Cameron, who, it was thought would be
brought to Dallas to recuperate. If not,
P. G. will visit the couple in L. A. for
awhile where he oions two theatres which
are looked after by Guy.
Finishing touches were added to the R.
& R. building this week with the structure
turned into a ultra-modern affair by the
design and supervision of W. Scott Dunne,
architect. The front is of white plaster
and heavy brown metal trim. A flashy top
border in orange and brown runs the width
of the building which is further modernized with refrigeration cooling to handle
100 per cent or over, such as Dallas experienced Wednesday.
John Jones of San Angelo and Bruce
Collins of Corpus Christi, partners in the
Robb & Rowley circuit, were visitors in the
Dallas home office during the week.
Dallas film exchanges and equipment
houses planned to close at noon Thursday
in cooperation with Dallas Day at the PanAmerican Exposition and in order to give
employes opportunity to attend the fair
that afternoon.

Atlanta Union Elects
Atlanta — The

Film

Exchange

Employes’

Union Local B49 held their official installation exercises Friday at Hotel Ansley roof,
with Fred Raoul, southeastern representative of lATSE, officiating. One hundred
twenty-four members were present. Don
Hassler, M-G-M ad sales manager, was
elected business representative for the union. Cy Falis, Universal ad sales manager, president: Mrs. J. T. Fields, Fox inspectress, vice-president; Paul Norris, Columbia shipper, secretary; Bill Gaddis,
M-G-M shipper, financial secretary and
treasurer; J. J. Fields, RKO shipper, sergeant-at-arms.

Texas Games
(Continued

Fade

Amendment

With the Texas legislature now in the
throes of a bill to wipe out all forms of
gambling, an amendment was proposed by
Homer Leonard which he said would legalize drawings as practiced by many small
towns during trades days. The amendment
was carried over with the bill. Legal opinions were that such an amendment might
legalize Bank Night plans.

THE

SOUND

The Folly Theatre, unit of the Standard
chain here, will be closed on June 26.
J. O. Buckles, local theatre supply man,
who has his shop at his home, will move
on Filmrow in the near future. Buckles
will not sell supplies, but will operate a
repair shop only.
Jewell Blackwell, Columbia exchange employe, suffered a very painful
ankle strain last week. She is coming to
work now on crutches.

from page 141)

Day

gXHIBITORS on the Row this week:
Frank Deal, Wynnewood; Waite Kerr,
Sulphur; John Terry, Wewoka; Ben Terry,
Woodward; Robert Walker, Broken Arrow:
Mrs. Dooley and daughter, Purcell; Levi
Metcalf, Purcell.

Miss

against H. E. Hardgraves, R. & R. city
manager in Sherman. The case, it was
said, followed a warning to Hardgraves
from the district attorneys office who said
he gave these theatres opportunity for a
last drawing. The attorney claimed an
attempt was made to continue the lottery
after the warning. Disposition of the case
has not been learned. All R. & R. circuit
theatres since have discontinued drawings.
Trades

OKIILA. ClinriY

Glen Nuckols, manager of the O. K. Film
Motor Express, had a foot operation and
was seen limping around the office.
Mrs. Marie Lutz, owner and general
manager of the Theatre Poster Service, is
on a month’s vacation, which will include
a trip to the ivest coast and into Canada.
Paul Ketchum, manager of Standard’s
Plaza and Victoria theatres, reports that
he will open the new Tower Theatre July
8. He will manage the new theatre in addition to the other two.
Mrs. Harry Barnes, head inspectress for
Paramount, will leave about July 15 to take
up duties as a housewife since her doctor
husband is opening up his^own office. Mrs.
Barnes has been employed by Paramount
for the last eight years.

SCREEN

SUPREME

P. W. Cloud of Snyder was a popular
Filmrow visitor. Cloud discontinued drawings before being asked by legal authorities to do so. he said.
S. G. Fry, who is enlarging his circuit to
five with a new theatre at Brownsboro, was
on the Row working out final plans for
early opening of that house.
Skinny Pryor, well-known Texas showman, operating Skinny’s Theatre at Austin
is fatherly and justly proud of recent accomplishments byhis daughter. Miss Mary
Alice Pryor, who
of Austin.”

SAVE

was named

“ Stoeetheart

SILVERSHEET - BEADED
SEAMLESS

- WHITE
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ILIITTILIE KOCM
J^ALPH NOBLE, resident manager of the
Arkansas Amusement Corp., has announced that the company has purchased

gENOR

FRIAS, who manages the Empress at Benavides, was in town recently
calling upon the film exchanges and reported that he soon will remodel and put a
new sound system in his south Texas showhouse.

the property at 112-14 Main St. here and
will erect a new film theatre, which will
seat from 800 to 1,000 persons. The price
of the property was not disclosed. 'The
present structure, which has a 40-foot
frontage, will be razed and a completely
new building erected. The cost of the new
house was not estimated.

Latin- American Film Exchange, wider
the guidance of J. J. Jimenez, has announced tivo new all-Spanish productions
for current release.
Albert Flores, clerk at Sackamuse, got
that diploma recently when he graduated
from Tech High School, which is a block
from the Sack office.

Jack Pickens Theatres, Inc., here has
closed a deal for a lot 50x150 feet at Benavides, Tex. on which they ivill build a
new theatre to seat 1,000.

Treasurer Lawrence Miller and Engineer
“Slim” Travis, both of the State Theatre,
are enjoying their vacation touring the
West coast . . . Miss Beulah Green, cashier
at the same house, spent her resting time
seeing the sights around Dallas recently.
Emily Williams of the Interstate City
offices likes to spend her weekends down
in cool Corpus Christi.

L. Earle Abel, former theatre organist,
is reported very ill in a local hospital.
wishes

BoxoFFicE

a speedy

him

recovery.

Mrs. Birdie Powell, chief film inspector
at Paramount exchange, is away on her
vacation.
Visitors; Carl Johnson, Arcadia, Floresville; Carl Anderka, Cozy, Orange Grove;
B. F. Fordtran, Alamo, Bellville; Doctor
Duran, Rio, San Diego; Fox Salesman Doug
Rathbone, Dallas; Hugh Owen, Erpi, Dallas; Henry Sorensen and Harry Paul, Texas
Theatre Supply Co., Dallas.
Forest Dunlap of the Temple Seating Co.,
Temple Tex., was in the Alamo City recently

Attired
Mickey

in

ten-gallon

hats

and

Mouse sweaters, RKO’s distribution executives, en route to the

company’s sales convention in Los
Angeles, were the guests of Billy
Rose at the Dallas Pan-American exposition. Left to right, Jules Levy,
general sales manager; Billy Rose.
Phil Reisman, foreign sales manager; Harriet Hoctor, dancing star;
and Ned E. Depinet, RKO vice-president.

Pasedena,

Tex. — The

new

Rita,

in the

circuit owned by J. G. Long, of Bay City,
and under the management of J. J. Brown,
opened recently with a formal program
which included a concert by the local high
school band. A large crowd attended the
opening.
This theatre, which is Pasadena’s first,
was started more than a year ago by Douglas Rathbone who sold out to Long.

Fire Damages
Runge,

Tex. — The

new

Rialto
Rialto,

Levelland,

Tex. — W.

B.

Blankenship,

who is fast building a string of small town
theatres around the Levelland territory, has
begun construction on a new theatre at
Goldsmith, booming oil town in Ector
county.
The Wallace theatres have discontinued
all Bank Night drawings and announce that
awards and records will be held intact
pending further developments.

Port

REX FRONT

Lavaca,

MODERNIZED

Tex. — The

lobby and

front

of J. G. Long’s Rex Theatre has been attractively painted in black and aluminum.

PROGRAMS
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HERALDS
That

Aie

DIFFERENT

Made

NEW

are indebted

house manager of the State; John Browning is house manager of the Queen and
M. C. Williams is house manager of the
Tremont.
G. Martini was promoted from manager
of the Queen to assistant city manager.

Arlie Crites Upped
Tex. — Arlie Crites

Automatically you turn to an
Electric switch when you want
light.
Automatically smart theatre
operators think oi King when
they
want remodeling and
decorating.
King

does

AT A PRICE you CAN
AFFORD TO USE REGULARLY

In the Heart

REMODELING

KING

copy
REST

SCENIC

TEXAS
PRINTING

ST.

our

CO.

DALLAS, TEX.

oi Film Row

best

PLANS FREE
ON

2023 JACKSON

the job right.

Satisfied customers
endorsement.

Strand Theatre, Jefferson, Tex.
Rialto Theatre, Brownfield,
Tex.

PROCESS

THEATRICAL

of Chicka-

sha has been promoted by Griffith Amusement Co., as city manager of the local
Lindsey Theatres, Inc. Crites has been
in the employ of Griffith for 14 years.

Just completed.

by the

SEND US yOUR
WE DO THE

to A. Martini,

city manager of the Interstate circuit in
Galveston, for calling attention to an error in reporting recent theatre promotions in Galveston. Robert Oldfield is now

Lubbock,

LONG'S

opened

by Hall Industries for only six days, was
gutted in a Sunday afternoon fire. A matinee was in progress when part of the projection room burned. The fire was then
thought to have been extinguished. It
flared again during the night when the
heavier damage was done.

CORRECTIONS MADE
IN GALVESTON LIST
Dallas — We

W. B. BLANKENSHIP
BEGINS BUILDING

AND

J. G. LONG'S RITA AT
PASADENA OPENED

It is said that plans are also being considered for a new theatre in the 200 block
on West Capitol Ave., where the company
bought property several months ago when
buildings on the site were destroyed by
fire. The cost of this property amounted
to $100,000.

—

Since

JOBS

CO.
1910 —

312V2 S. Harwood
DALLAS
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MEMPHIS ORPHEUM
REOPENING IN FALL
^HE Dixie at Fulton, Miss., this week
changed hands, Filmrow reports. E. O.
Reeves has bought the show from Exhibitor DeBow . . . W. M. Snelson of Republic
Pictures and Norman Calquohoun of RKO,
are back from a fishing trip at the lodge
of Bob Smallwood and Bramly Roberts,
operators of the Ritz at Oxford, Miss. Cal
is still lamenting the loss of a three-pound
bass through his carelessness in reeling in
his prize catch.
Harold Laird, Tony Carruth and Tom
Miller of Vitagraph will attend a hooker,
office manager and ad sales managers’
meeting in New Orleans this weekend with
Fred M. Jack, southern division manager
and A. W. Schwalberg, supervisor of exchange operations.

Exhibitors seen on the Row this week
include R. R. McCormick, Glory, Senatobia,
Miss.; Jess F. Norman, England, president
of the Arkansas MPTO organization . . .
Ned Green of the Legion, Mayfield, Ky.;
P. E. Morris and his partner. Bill Ellis
with theatres in Indianola, Cleveland,
Marks and Ruleville, Miss.; Burrus Smith
of Pocahontas, Ark.; H. E. Wheatley,
Strand, Hot Springs.
Byron Adams, Vitagraph manager, is
back from a confab with Tony Sudekum
in Nashville . . . Jimmy Rogers, Columbia
manager, and his two salesmen. Tommy
Haynes and Herb Kohn, leave Thursday
night on the Columbia special train for the
national convention in Los Angeles.

A. W. Schwalberg, New York supervisor
of Vitagraph exchange operations, and
Mike Dolid, assistant general sales manager of Vitaphone shorts, spent several
days in Memphis this week . . . M. A.
Lightman will open his Bob Burns Theatre
in Van Buren, Ark., Saturday. Formerly
the old “opry house” mentioned so often
by the radio and movie star in his radio
script, the renovated theatre has been
named for him.
Filmrow heard this week that Homer
Hisey, formerly with Warner here, is now
associated with Vitagraph in Seattle as a
salesman . . . Filmrow has organized a
softball league among exchange employes
arid games are played every Saturday . . .
Louis Weber, handsome Metro office manager, celebrated his fifth wedding anniversary at a local hotel roof garden Thursday. Weber married the former Juanita
Montroy, member of a prominent Mississippi Delta family.

Among Row vacationers are Nell Henry,
secretary to Byron Adams at Vitagraph,
who says she has gone to New York to
visit the Empire State Building and other
points of interest . . . Gladys Haden, Columbia biller, is also in the big metropolis
to visit a sister she hasn’t seen in eight
years . . . Opal Cullum, RKO inspectress,
is visiting relatives and friends in Arkansas.
Bill Scruggs, RKO traffic manager, is
hack from a Missouri vacation with a bad
case of poison ivy .. . Herb Griffin, vicepresident of International Projector Corp.,
spent several days in the local office of the
National Theatre Supply Co.

Memphis — Rumors

are

rampant

again

that the Orpheum, downtown theatre, will
have another surprise opening in September. The house, closed two weeks ago,
will be operated by Jones, Linick and
Schaeffer, Chicago firm, according to reports.
Johnny Jones, of the triple partnership,
spent Monday in Memphis calling on exchange managers to get a line on their
product, they said. The Orpheum is operating this week with a sex picture, “Sin-

May Sue Warner
ful.”

(Continued from page 145)

sioner Stanley had cause of action for
defamation of his character as a result
of the charge that he participated as a
member of the prison commission in transfer ing a convict, author of the book, from
one chain gang to another because the convict refused to pay a bribe for his release.
The court of appeals reversed Judge
Moore in one instance in striking the
charge that a member of the prison commission sought a bribe, on the grounds that
while the charge appeared in the book, it
did not appear in the picture.
Judge Jule Felton, who wrote the opinion, contended that the picture was advertised as being based on the book and that
the two were linked in advertising and also
in the minds of the public. Judges Alex
Stephens and W. O. Sutton concurred in
the decision.

Orleans Columbia
Suit Hearing Delay
New

Orleans — Hearing

“Theodora Goes Wild,” “When You’re in
Love” and “Lost Horizon.”
Postponement of the hearing was asked
depositions arby the film company until
rive from New York. The circuit claims
that Columbia contracted to supply one
Frank Capra and one Irene Dunne film on
the 1936-37 program and charges that it
failed to do so.
probably will not be held until
Hearing
early
fall.

MILTON, FLA., REX
BEING DISMANTLED
Milton,

Fla. — The

DUNN

Atlanta — Lynn

JOINS UA

E. Dunn

of Swainsboro,

former manager of the W. H. Karrh circuit, has joined the UA sales force in the
Charlotte territory.

THE

MOST

EXPENSIVE

old Rex

Theatre

is

being dismantled and work has begun on
a new theatre on Williams St. J. E. Hall,
former owner of the Rex Theatre, has
sold an interest in the business to J. O.
Smith of Lineville, Ala. The new theatre
is expected to have a June opening.

No Winnsboro Deal
WiNNSBORO,

LYNN

has been delayed

in the suit of the United Theatres chain,
which seeks to force Columbia to deliver
“Theodora Goes Wild” to the circuit.
A temporary injunction now prevents
Columbia from delivering to any other first
following picsubseque
tures : nt local runs the

La. — Denying

published

re-

ports of the sale of the Princess Theatre
here to C. & C. Enterprises of Shreveport,
G. B. Elame, owner and manager of the
house, says that there has been no sale or
transfer of interest and that it is still operated under the same management.

PIECE

OF

EQUIPMENT

IN

YOUR

THEATRE IS ADMISSION TICKETS, WHEN UNPROTECTED AND UNCHECKED
BY A GENERAL
REGISTER.
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CORPORATION
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R. & R. - Interstate Deal
Still Brewing
Dallas — First

local

confirmation

of the United Artists Theatres-Robb
& Rowley deal was received in Dallas early in the week, with the return
of H. B. Robb, who has been on the
west coast about two weeks.
Robb said the United Artists group
had purchased a 50 per cent interest
in the R. & R. circuit which interest
included the Texas, Rosewin and
Midway, neighborhood theatres in
Dallas. Robb said further that a deal
was still in the making with the Interstate circuit for the control or outright purchase of those houses. He
said this tentative deal does not hinge
on the United Artists houses coming
into the Texas territory — that the
deal with Interstate can be made
now the same as it could have been
before R. k R. tied in with the UA
circuit.
George Rhinehart has arrived in
Dallas from the west coast as treasurer of the R. & R. -United Artists
setup. His headquarters are in the
R. k R. general office where he will
be permanently located, it was said.

McCORMICK

DEALS

FOR FILM SPECIALS
Atlanta — J.

U.

McCormick

Films has announced

of

Amity

the closing of a deal

Wilby-Kinceq Heads
Meet in Spartanburg
Charlotte — Managers

theatres in the Carolinas held their annual banquet in Spartanburg last week.
H. F. Kincey, of Charlotte, head of the
Wilby-Kincey theatres, and Norris Hataway of Greensboro, head of the Little
Seven group of theatre in North Carolina,
attended. C. E. Stone, manager of the
State, Spartanburg, was chairman of arrangements and toastmaster. On the committee with him were Neil McGill of Charlotte, Richmond Gage, Salisbury, Harvey
Smith, Winston-Salem, Sanford Jordan of
High Point, and Ralph Blalock and Dan
Austell of Spartanburg, S. C.
R. R. Talbert is city manager of the
Wilby-Kincey organization in Spartanburg.

Y, who was booker and
W. McKINLE
g office
manager for United Artists here,
has been transferred to Washington, D. C.
Ed Crowell of Grand National office has
been secured to fill the vacancy made by
the departure of McKinley. Lane Howard
came from the Grand National office in
Atlanta to fill the vacancy with Grand
National.
Douglas Henderson is filling the position
of ad sales clerk with Republic made vacant by the resignation of Harold Francis.

Manager Cy Dillon of Republic and R.
H. Bradley, booker, have returned from
the regional convention in New Orleans.

New

York — Monogram

starts its releas-

ing program on June 30 with almost 25
per cent of its 1937-38 product completed,
according to word reaching the home office from W. Ray Johnston, president, who
has been conducting production conferences on the coast.
In addition to “The Thirteenth Man,”
which inaugurates the program, eight other
pictures of the total of 42 are ready for
release. They are “The Hoosier Schoolmaster,” “Blazing Barriers,” “Paradise
Isle,” “Legion of Missing Men,” “The Luck
of Roaring Camp,” “The Outer Gate,”
“Shadows of the Orient” and “Riders of the
Dawn,” initial Jack Randall musical western.

150

Be Next

Tex. — Replying

to a

telegram

concerning a Texas legislative proposal to
prohibit Bank Night drawings. Representative Harry L. McKee of Port Arthur
wrote the following letter on June 9 to
Morris Clemmons, Port Arthur city manager for Jefferson Amusement Co.:
Mr. Morris Clemmons
Jefferson Amusement
Port Arthur, Texas

Company

My deer fren:
I get your telegraph, yes, .in which you say stop
Bank Nights, no. Like you I theenk damn
bad
when peeple can’t have some fun, yes.
sometimes
I scratch my
head and theenk that
Legislature
like craw-fish. He go ahead mighty
fast backingis up.
On run fast race track horse bill I vote no while
lltj traw-fish
vote yes for Jimmie
Allred, like
Huey
Long.
Today big court say Bank Night is lottery, so see
no use to pass crazy bill to make
law worse.
With horses gone, no dogs to run, dem
funny
paddles which church sells to give away
cake
< an be no more but not with vote of this feller.
poker player he better look out 'cause
fish Legislators are after heem, yes.
Perhaps I see you in bug house soon.

The first will be “The Deer Slayer,” a
James Fenimore Cooper story, August 1,

NINE ON MONOGRAM
LINEUP COMPLETED

They May
Austin,

Also,

Hazel Johnson of Republic is back from
a vacation spent in Boston, New York and
other points in that vicinity.

Banning; “The Daughter of Ramona,” by
Robert E. Callahan; “Big Business,” an
original story; “Argentine Take-Off,” a
musical by Barry Shipman; “Night
School,” original story; “Lone Star,” original story; “Bet a Million,” original story
by Nell Shipman.

And Poker Players Warned

of Wilby-Kincey

with Lou O’Brasky, general sales manager of Standard Pictures Distributing Co.,
for eight special features during the coming year.

followed by “The First Woman,” Saturday
Evening Post story by Margaret Culkin

DECRIES FUN KILLING

Neil McGill, manager of the Imperial, is
away on his vacation at Myrtle Beach.
Louise Gribble and Frank Burdell of the
Imperial staff are also away on their summer holiday.
Eugene

Street, city manager of the Wilby-Kincey houses in Knoxville, Tenn., was
a recent visitor in Charlotte. Street was
formerly city manager of the Charlotte
theatres operated by North Carolina Theatres, Inc.

NEW

one-year

contract

tween Northwest Allied States and

ORLEANS

(Continued from page 144)
testants on Canal street recently, were
shown at the Polly Theatre, across the river
from New Orleans, Saturday night, June
19. Geo. C. Goethals is publicity director.
Proposed rebuilding of the French Opera
House has been endorsed by the New Orleaiis Better Films Chapter. The chapter
will not convene again until September, at
which time the group will make plans for
its annual motion picture institute to be
held in October, it was announced by Mrs.
J. M.

White, president. Plans were discussed for the children’s vacation theatre
to be sponsored by the chapter during the
summer months.

A two-day session of the Warner Bros,
distributing organization was held in New
Orleans June 19 and 20, with A. W. Schwalberg of New York City, supervisor of exchanges for Vitagraph Inc., and P. M.
Jack of Dallas, southern division manager,
in attendance. Problems of distribution
and promotion were discussed. About 30
district managers attended. Sessions were
held at the Roosevelt Hotel.

SPECIAL

ADVERTISING

BRADDOCK - LOUIS

Allied Signs Devaney
Minneapolis — A

craw-

FIGHT PICTURES

be-

CARDS, ONE
AND THREE

J. P.

Devaney, one of Minnesota’s foremost lawyers and a former chief justice of the state
supreme court, was signed by W. A. Steffes.
The contract names Devaney as counsel
and advisor of the organization and provides that he shall be a member of the
Northwest Allied executive committee.

Order

SHEETS
SHEETS

Direct

TRIANGLE POSTER AND
PRINTING CO.
163 Walton St.
ATLANTA

2029 Jackson
DALLAS

St.

JACK BARRETT announces the new location of the
ACCESSORY
CONSOLIDATION
SERVICE
at —

183V2 Walton

St. —

P. O. Box 2024

WA.

8375
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SELLS

AND

BUYS

EQUIPMENT,

Classified Ads
GENERAL

THEATRES.

10c Per Word.

SERVICES

Payable

bleating 4iouse

in Advance.
SOUND

EQUIPMENT

Minimum

$1.00. Display Rates

EQUIPMENT

THEATRES

HERE’S THE HOUSE OF SMASH HITS
FOR
THEATRE
EQUIPMENT.
S.O.S.
BARGAIN
Book offers large capacity
Blowers, with pulleys and belts, $37.50 up.

COMPLETE
line of Lafayette FacsimiliTone theatre sound systems, theatre accessories and amplifying equipment. Send
for free descriptive theatre bulletin No.

Opticals, from $9.95. Mirro-Claric Soundheads, special $76.75. Sterling Suprex
Lamphouses, $129.50. Catalog Free. S.O.S. ,

T 26-PU, 100 Sixth Ave., New York; 901
W. Jackson Blvd., Chicago; 430 W. Peachtree St., N. W., Atlanta.
7-17

636-BY

Eleventh

LIFETIME

Ave., New

SEATS

York.

LAST

6-26

FOREVER—

Replace

front row upholstered and replacements for veneers. Sample $1.60; 100 lots
$1.35 & $1.40. 1300 chairs panel back box
spring seats, $1.65 y2- Mayer Silverman,
1010 Forbes

St., Pittsburgh,

Pa.

Humboldt,

equipW. B.

la.

Pro’ection Room Accessories. TELL US
YOUR NEEDS. Trades accepted. Amusement Supply Co., Inc., 341 W. 44th St.,
New York City.
7-3

NEW

MOUNTAIN-TOP

COLDNESS

FOR

YOUR
THEATRE— “COOLA-WEATHER”
COMBINATION
Coolers, $495.00 up. Special Sale Corozone Midget, $7.95; Jr., $9.95;
DeLuxe, $12.95; Model A, with Fan, $15.95;
Model B, with Fan, $19.95. Free Air Conditioning Bulletin. S.O.S., 636-BY Eleventh
Ave., New York.
6-26
ROTO-MIST ATOMIZING SPRAY NOZZLES— Involute rotary jet, non-clogging.
Work at low pressure, $1.50 value. 50 or
more, 65c, less 67c each. S.O.S., 636-AX
Eleventh Ave., New York.
7-3

636-BY

Eleventh

EQUIPMENT

INVESTMENT.
S.O.S. METAL

Amplifiers, featuring 40 unique improvements, including Audio-Matic Volume Control. Free trial. Write S.O.S.,
Ave., New

York.

6-26

EQUIPMENT

SPECIAL DIVIDEND VALUES TO THEATRE OWNERS. Our big Clearance Event
is on now! Savings 20 to 50% on Projectors, Sound Equipment, Chairs, Screens, Air
Conditioners, Accessories, Supplies, etc.
Send today for Bargain Catalog. Consolidated Theatre Supply Corp., 1600-C Broadway, New York.
tf (b4-3)
SIMPLEX

PROJECTORS

and

WANTED

WILL

BUY RCA SOUNDHEADS,
SIMPLEX, POWERS PROJECTORS,
ARC
LAMPS, Rectifiers, Generators, Lenses.
Cash Waiting. B-849, Boxoffice, 4704 E.

9th St., Kansas
USED

DEEP
STOCKS

CUT PRICES TO CLEAR OUR
USED LAMPHOUSES,
PROJECTORS, Rectifiers, Generators — everything
for theatres. Carbon Arc Lamphouses,
$14.75 up. Forest Rectifiers, $24.50. Many
others. S.O.S., 636-BY Eleventh Ave., New
York.
6-26

City, Mo.

town

1,500

Kansas

City, Mo.

6-26

WILL SELL 1/2 or all of theatre at Lott,
Tex. An established profitable business.
Equipped with $4,000 worth of latest equipment. Just discovered new oil field one
6-26
mile from Lott. D. F. Luckie, Goliad, Tex.

WANTED — Operator, experienced, reliable. Give qualifications, references and
salary expected. Roseland Theatre, Flat
River, Mo.

PpSmONS

BEST
HEADS,

PRICES
FOR
RCA
SOUNDSIMPLEX, POWERS
PROJECTORS, ARC LAMPS, Rectifiers, Generators, Lenses, all equipment. Send list to
B-846, Boxoffice, 4704 East Ninth St.,
Kansas City, Mo.
6-19

7-17

WANTED

OPERATOR — Pour years experience,
wants apprenticeship in union anywhere.
Consider any other opening. Start any
salary. References. B-848, Boxoffice,
4704 East 9th St., Kansas City, Mo.
6-26
I WANT
A JOB ....
MAYBE

YOU

NEED

ME!

For two years

I did the “impossible” by successfully operating a theatre which all film and show
said couldn’t

be done.

Sold to circuit

opposition who couldn’t see it before. If
your house (or houses) needs new life, new
ideas, bigger grosses and lower overhead,
I can do it and guarantee results. Have
twenty years’ practical experience in big
theatres and little ones — from booth to
front office; 4 years buyer and booker for
Publix deluxe houses; 5 years as general
manager circuit of eighteen houses; I
know every angle of efficient operation.
Am looking for dependable connection with
independent circuit or individual
sults count and politics do not.
build a home and a future.

where reI want to
Minimum

salary $60.00 and percentage on a 3-year
contract. Address B-843, Boxoffice, 4704
E. 9th St., Kansas

City, Mo.

6-12

Assure

Yourself of getting each week's issue of BOXOFFICE by ordering your subscription today.
You cannot afford to delay!
Date

193

ASSCIATED PUBLICATIONS,
4704 East 9th St., Kansas City, Mo.
Please enter my subscription for one year (52 issues) for BOXOFFICE (13 of
which contain, The MODERN THEATRE Section and 13 of the PRODUCTION INDEX),
including the New BOXOFFICE PICTURE GUIDE and DATE <5, RECORD BOOK*
and BAROMETER.*
□ $3.50 for 2 Years

□ $5.00 for 3 Years

CHAIRS

FIFTEEN THOUSAND
BARGAINS
IN
USED CHAIRS, 75c up. MANY FAMOUS
MAKES, reconstructed, refinished. Bargain Sheet 15L Free. S.O.S., 636-BY Eleventh Ave., New York.
6-26
; : June

6-26

WANTED
TO BUY — Pair reflector arc
lamps. Powers or Simplex projectors. Rexy
Theatre, Rochester, N. Y.
6-26

□ $2.00 for 1 Year

BOXOFFICE

THEATRE — Missouri

Parts—

Lamphouses — Chairs — Sound Equipment
and Parts — Generators — Rectifiers — Ticket Machines and Choppers — Screens —
Lenses — Parts for All Machines. ASK US.
We have what you need. Midwest Theatre Supply Co.. 1223 So. Wabash Ave.,
Chicago.
tf (b3-13)

THEATRE

SALE

population, 300 seats. Nibblers don’t inquire. B-847, Boxoffice, 4704 E. 9th St.,

men

TUBE

FOR

HELP WANTED
AIR CONDITIONING

EQUIPMENT

MAKE
A
“SOUND”
HEAR BRILLIANT NEW

Request*

6-26

6-26

NO BARGAINS!
REAL VALUE
FOR
YOUR DOLLARS. Reconditioned Theatre
Equipment. Chairs. Simplex Projectors.
Strong, Peerless, Brenkert, Super Morelite
Low Intensity Lamphouses. Motor Generators. Forest Rectifiers. General Electric
Mazda Lamphouses and General Electric
Transformers. Ticket Registers and all

NEW

COMPLETE
RCA type G sound
ment, $300; rebuilt soundheads.
Franke,

on

26, 1937

Name

Theatre

Address

•

City
*THESE

GREAT

BOOKS

GWEN

WITH

State
EACH

YEAR'S

^

SUBSCRIPTION

I
I

*Address copy to BOXOFFICE,
Forms close Monday noon

4704 E. Ninth St., Kansas City,
preceding publicathm date.

Mo.

Only
LAMPHOUSE

PH’S
RA
OG
MOTI
PEDESTAL

For

horizontal

the
from

CARRIAGE

optical

alignment,

lamphouse
carriage
side to side on two

rods within
frame.

the

body

slides
heavy

of the

main

VERTICAL OPTICAL
ALIGNMENT

Qives you these

FEATURES!

Motiograph’s movable union block
permits perfect coincidence of the
mirror and lens axes thus assuring perfect optical alignment.
Micrometric adjustment
is possible by a simple turn of the cap
screw, and the proper setting is
rigidly locked
with
four cap
screws.

TILTING
Within
is

a

which

the

DEVICE

base

ballbearing
permits

tilted to any
a one-handed

the

of

the

pedestal

tilting
projector

device
to be

angle and locked —
ea.sy operation. The

complete wiring for the projector
is centraliJied within the pedestal.

BUILT-IN SWITCH
The

100-ampere

throw
of

arc

the

double

switch

compartments
jector base. A

vide.s

easy

pole

is built
of

hinged

single

into

one

the

pro-

door

jiro-

accessibility.

BASE
COMPARTMENTS
The Motiograph pedestal is made of cast iron and
has a weight of 415 lbs. evenly distributed over

There are two compartments
in
the base, one for tools and one
of

12-inch

depth,

for

carbon.s.

a floor area of 22"x30V4". The low center of
gravity and concentrated weight provides the
rigidity and strength necessary to support the
heavier
house.

modern projector, sound head and lampFor a sound reproducer requiring an off-

FOUR CORNER
LEVELING SCREWS

side mounting of the motor, a "T" slotted motor
table support is available. Provision is made on
the main frame for mounting this table and the
assembly gives every necessary adjustment for

Newly
seated
permit

different angles of projection. Built into the pedestal are many exclusive features illustrated to
the right, the entire assembly being finished in a
popular wrinkle grey baked enamel.

MOTIOGRAPH,

INC., 4431 W. LAKE

the

STREET,

designed

leveling

screw.s

in sturdy floor cups
vide absolute floor contact
exact

image

and

on

CHICAGO,

the

easy

proand

leveling

of

screen.
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